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Mendelssohn. 

(Continued  from  p.  203  ) 

After  the  Dusseldorf  festival,  tbe  committee  of 
managers  presented  the  composer  of  Si.  Paul  with 
an  illustrated  copy  of  bis  own  work.  The  memora- 
ble incidents  in  the  life  of  the  Aposde  had  been 
selected  as  subjects,  and  the  live  artists  who  con- 
tributed '  were  Schrotter,  Hiibner,  Steinbriick, 
Miicke,  and  Hensel,  Mendelssohn's  own  brother- 
in-law.  Many  important  alterations  were  made 
in  the  score  of  the  oratorio  after  its  first  produc- 
tion in  public.  Ten  pieces  were  cut  out  entirely, 
and  the  first  great  air  of  St.  Paul  (in  B  minor), 
as  it  now  e.\ist3,  is  scarcely  half  its  original  length. 
The  short  air  for  soprano,  in  F,  which  stands  in 


the  second  part,  was  added ;  and  the  whole  of  the 
music,  in  its  renovated  state,  appeared  in  another 
and  improved  edition.  Almost  immediately  after 
his  triumph  at  DUsseldorf,  Felix  set  out  for  Frank- 
fort-on-the-Maine,  where  he  had  undertaken  to 
direct  the  "  Ciicilienverein"  for  his  friend  Schel- 
ble,  whose  health  obliged  him  for  a  time  to  give 
up  working.  This  Society  always  stood  well  in 
Mendelssohn's  estimation,  in  conseciuence  of  the 
precision  and  correctness  with  which  Sebastian 
Bach's  motets  were  executed  at  its  performances ; 
but,  independently  of  musical  attractions,  Frank- 
fort found  other  substantial  charms  for  him — as  we 
shall  see  hereafter.  It  was  from  this  place  that 
he  wrote  to  a  friend  in  the  freshness  and  simpli- 
city of  a  child's  feelings,  that,  "  Wenn  er  Idnger 
in  Frankfurt  hliehe,  wilrde  er  gewiss  nocli  ein 
eifriger  Gartner  werden."  These  are  but  a  few 
trifling  words,  but  they  are  from  one  in  whose 
eloquent  songs  we  recognize  the  lover  of  Nature 
in  all  her  changes,  her  darkness  and  light,  her 
rain  and  sunshine.  Rich  in  his  portraitures  of 
Her,  he  has  left  us  strains  which  whisper  of  all 
seasons.  We  have  his  harvest  songs,  his  autumn 
songs;  and,  when  winter  comes,  the  morose  and 
joyless  will  smile  at  those  fragments,  so  full  of 
delicate  imagery  of  the  flowers  we  can  no  longer 
gather,  and  beauty  which  must  be  hidden  for  a 
time.  Here  was  the  secret  of  the  artist,  here  the 
talisman  of  the  poet:  Felix  loved  nature,  and 
told  of  her;  the  fruits  of  his  converse  with  her 
he  has  left  to  us ;  possessed  of  these,  we  should 
adore  her  likewise.  The  tender  and  pathetic 
strains  in  the  opening  of  the  Elijah  : — 
"■  The  harvest  now  is  over, 
And  the  summer  days  are  gone," 

speak  for  their  author  at  once  as  an  earnest  and 
faithful  devotee  of  Nature  in  her  daily  ministry. 
In  a  word,  he  was  one  who,  with  a  great  modern 
critic  on  Art,  knew  and  felt  that  the  meadow  grass 
meshed  with  fairy  rings  is  better  than  the  wood 
pavement  cut  into  hexagons — that  the  fresh  winds 
and  sunshine  of  the  upland  are  better  than  the 
choke-damp  of  the  vault  or  the  gaslight  of  the 
ball-room.     But  to  return  to  our  narrative. 

During  his  stay  in  Frankfort,  Felix  was  intro- 
duced to  a  family  of  the  name  of  Jeanrenaud, 
and  found  in  the  youngest  daughter,  Cecilia,  the 
future  partner  of  his  fortunes.  We  can  say  but 
little  of  this  amiable  lady,  who  lived  long  enough 
after  her  husband's  death  to  know  and  feel  the  depth 
of  the  public  regret,  as  well  as  of  her  own  private 
sorrow  ;  but  we  believe  her  to  have  been  in  every 
way  worthy  the  love  of  so  illustrious  a  man. 

In  the  October  of  1836,  Felix  returned  to 
Leipsic,  and  opened  the  Gewandhaus  Concerts, 
assisted  by  David,  Graban,  and  others  already 
mentioned.  The  only  failure  of  this  season  seems 
to  have  been  a  Sinfonia  Appassionata,  by  Franz 
Laohner,  which  was  condemned  by  the  most 
learned  and  severe  judges,  as  unworthy  of  the 
author  and  the  performers.  The  resources  of  this 
celebrated  company  of  musicians  were  displayed 
to  great  advantage  in  Handel's  Israel  in  Egypt, 
on  which  Felix  bestowed  the  most  ardent  pains, 


adding  full  organ  accompaniments,  and  repeatedly 
rehearsing  the  mighty  chain  of  choruses  which 
stamp  this  oratorio  as  one  of  the  most  enduring 
works  the  world  has  ever  heard.  It  was  finally 
executed  in  the  Pauliner  Kirche  on  the  7th  of 
November,  1836,  by  a  body  of  250  singers,  with  - 
a  powerful  orchestra  and  organ.  The  solos  were 
given  by  Henrietta  Graban,  Augusta  Harkort 
(an  amateur),  Stolpe,  Hering,  Pogner,  and  Rich- 
ter.  The  last  concert  of  this  season  was  on  the 
12th  of  December.  After  Beethoven's  concerto- 
in  E  flat  had  been  played  by  Mendelssohn,  the 
overture  CcMei Meeresstille  und  Gluckliche  Fahrt 
awoke  the  old  enthusiasm,  which  rose  to  tremend- 
ous applause  in  the  last  chorus  of  "Fidelio  :"  Wer 
ein  hokles  Weib  errungen,  stimm'  in  unsern  Jubel 
ein.  In  these  words  there  seemed  a  pointed  al- 
lusion to  a  certain  Frankfort  lady,  whose  fame  and 
attractions  had  reached  the  ears  of  the  Leipsic 
folk;  and  Mendelssohn,  conscious  of  the  good 
wishes  of  all  before  him,  seized  the  moment  of 
inspiration,  fat  down  at  the  piano-forte,  and  ex- 
temporized in  a  wonderful  manner  on  the  subject 
of  Beethoven's  chorus.  When  he  had  finished, 
genuine  and  hearty  as  was  the  applause,  it  seemed 
almost  a  sin  to  disturb  the  last  echo  which  his 
fancy  had  inspired  with  such  enchanting  sounds. 

I  should  have  mentioned  before  that  this  winter 
was  remarkable  at  Leipsic  for  introducing  to  the 
public  a  highly  accomplished  pupil  of  Mendels- 
sohn's, whose  compositions  and  piano-forte  placing 
had  attracted  much  attention.  William  Sterndale 
Bennett*  had  shown  good  proof  of  the  reality 
and  earnestness  of  his  studies  under  Mendelssohn 
by  his  piano-forte  Concerto  in  C  minor ;  and  an 
overture.  Die  Wald-Nymplie,  added  considerably 
to  his  reputation  in  Germany  and  elsewhere.  It 
is  no  depreciation  to  this  artist's  justly-acquired 
fame  and  well  earned  laurels,  when  we  say,  that 
in  his  subsequent  productions  it  is  easy  to  see  the 
influence  of  his  great  master ;  nor  can  it  be 
thought  strange  that  a  pupil  so  deeply  versed  in 
Mendelssohn's  works  should  insensibly  be  led  to 
select  them  as  his  models.  The  Gewandhaus 
Concerts  this  season  terminated  with  a  grand  per- 
formance of  Beethoven's  Ninth  Symphony ;  and 
Felix  gave  his  undivided  attention  to  the  rehearsals 
of  his  own  oratorio  lately  brought  out  at  DUssel- 
dorf. The  choral  bodies  of  Leipsic  mustered  all 
their  strength,  and  bestowed  the  same  labor  and 
patience  upon  the  concerted  pieces  as,  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion,  on  those  of  Handel's  Israel  in 
Egypt.  Felix  attended  all  the  rehearsals,  and 
accompanied  the  music  on  a  wretched  piano. 
Still,  the  most  powerful  impression  was  made  on 
the  listener  by  the  various  choruses  and  choral^is 
which  have  since  become  as  "  familiar  as  houspj^old 
words."  The  oratorio  was  given  for  the  fir-^  time, 
at  Leipsic,  on  the  16th  of  March,  183^,  in  the 
Pauliner  Kirche  we  have  before  spojf-^  of.  Un- 
happily, a  temporary  illness  depr^ed  Mendels- 

*  Mr.  Sterndale  Bennett  was  nev/<'at  suiy  time  a  pupil 
of  Mendelssohn.  His  third  coucf^to  was  composed  be- 
fore ho  went  to  Diisseldorf  (in  ^36)  where  Mendelssohn 
heard  it  for  the  first  timd.— EO-  Lond.  Mus.  World. 
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^ohn  of  his  chief  bass  sinijer,  who  was  to  have 
Sung  the  music  allotted  to  St.  Paul.  The  gentle- 
man who  came  to  the  rescue  at  the  last  nloraent 
sang  so  far  successfully  as  not  to  impair  the  gen- 
eral effect,  but  Gi'aban  seems  to  have  been  the 
most  distinguished  of  the  solo  singers.  The  chorus 
consisted  of  three  hundred  voices,  and  the  results 
of  the  performance  were  thus  commented  on  in 
the  Leipsio  newspaper : 

"  The  powerful  orchestra  worked  in  a  masterly  manner 
under  the  baton  of  the  conductor,  Dr.  Mendelssohn 
Bartholdy.  The  choruses,  which  had  been  carefully 
rehearsed,  were  delivered  with  a  roundness,  power,  and 
distinctness  of  light  and  shade,  that  call  for  the  highest 
encomiums  we  can  with  sincerity  offer.  Above  all,  let 
praise  be  given  to  whom  praise  is  due — to  the  composer 
and  conductor.  Dr.  Mendelssohn  Bartholdy.  The  com- 
mittee are  anxious  also  to  express  their  obligations  to  the 
orchestra,  the  chorus  singers,  and  to  Ferdinand  David, 
for  their  unwearied  attention  to  the  rehearsals,  which 
have  been  productive  of  such  great  results." 

This  celebrated  work,  the  merits  of  which,  as 
a  whole,  are  now  universally  recognized,  was,  and 
is  still,  open  to  a  fair  and  impartial  criticism.  If 
viewed  in  comparison  with  the  prescribed  forms 
of  other  sacred  musical  dramas,  it  must  be  allowed 
that  St.  Paul  has  its  weak  points.  The  personality 
and  presence  of  St.  Paul  are  kept  too  much  in 
the  background  at  the  time  of  St.  Stephen's 
martyrdom,  and  none  will  doubt  that  the  second 
part  of  the  work  is  far  inferior  to  the  first  in 
point  of  dramatic  interest.  But  the  prevalent 
idea  which  is  current  through  the  whole  work,  is 
of  a  higher  and  more  general  importance,  and 
Mendelssohn  wished  this  distinctly  to  be  marked 
as  detached  from  the  individual  character  of  the 
Apostle  himself,  whose  name  forms  the  title  and 
subject  of  the  oratorio.  He  had  before  him  the 
great  triumphs  of  Christianity  in  the  early  stages 
of  the  gospel  mission,  the  Apostle's  humility  and 
gladness  to  live  and  die  for  the  Lord,  contrasted 
with  the  obstinate  pride  of  Judaism  and  the  sen- 
sual self-satisfied  heathen  (die  sinnlich  heitere 
Lebensanscliauung  des  Heidenthums).  He  wished 
to  express  the  infatuated  opposition  of  the  learned 
and  luxurious  to  the  steady  growth  of  the  Gospel, 
and  influence  of  its  teachers,  together  with  the 
glorious  victory  won  by  the  messengers  of  divine 
love,  "  who  preach  us  the  Gospel  of  Peace." 
These  thoughts  are  embodied  in  the  music  given 
to  St.  Paul,  Stephen,  and  Barnabas,  while  the  in- 
terest concentrates  in  the  great  centre  (Mittel- 
punct)  of  tho  work — the  conversion  of  St.  Paul 
himself.  An  objection  has  been  raised  to  the 
composer's  assigning  the  voice  from  Heaven  to  a 
chorus  of  soprano  voices,  and  it  has  been  urged 
that  it  might  have  been  expressed  by  a  powerful 
accompaniment  of  a  wind  instrument ;  but  surely 
these  are  futile  criticisms,  and  must  give  way  to 
the  general  effect  produced  on  the  most  ordinary 
hearer.  How  are  we  startled  by  the  chorus, 
"  Mache  dich  auf,  werde  Licht,"  which  comes 
like  a  flash  from  heaven  on  the  earthly  darkness 
below — how  majestic  the  chorale,  "  Awake,  a 
Voice  is  calling,"  and  the  prophetic  songs  of 
triumph  in  distinction  to  the  clamorous  cries  of  the 
heathens  and  Jews.  All  these  fine  perceptions 
of  the  different  states  of  feeling  which  pervaded 
the  various  sects  in  the  early  days  of  Christianity, 
can  be  traced  by  comparing' the  different  cho- 
ruses. Such  as  "  Behold,  we  count  them  blessed 
which  have  endured,"  and  "  Oh,  the  Depth  of  the 
Riches,  Wisdom,  and  Knowledge  of  God,"  with 
"  This  Man  ceaseth  not,"  "  Here  is  the  Temple  "of 
the  Lord,"  "  The  Gods  are  come  to  us  in  the 
Likeness  of  Men,"  etc.  In  all  these,  the  elements 
of  Judaism,  Christianity,  and  Heathenism  are 
powerfully  marked,  and  the  music  owes  much  of 
its  effect  to  the  grand  orchestral  combinations 
with  which  the  work  abounds.  I  believe  the 
chorale  is  brought  to  perfection  in  this  oratorio, 
'nd  though  it  may  be  said  that  a  like  effect  is 
prisduced  by  the  great  Sebastian  Bach,  yet  even 
this  Tfould  enhance  the  value  of  a  work  by  one 
who,  a  M5ntury  later,  could  revive  the  song  in  all 
Its  freshntjs^  -^[1]^  tjjg  additional  beauties  suppKed 
by  modern  a^t. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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Cheap  Music.— At  Copenhagen,  Mendelssohn's  songs 
are  publishing  by  subscimion,  at  threepence  a  book, 
each  containing  several  nuiUiers. 


A  Musi:ian's  Love  of  Nature. 

M.  Eymar  has  thus  described  some  of  the 
moral  qualities  of  Viotti,  the  great  violinist,  who 
was  born  in  Piedmont  in  1853  and  died  in  Lon- 
don in  1824 : 

There  never  existed  a  man  who  attached  such 
great  value  to  the  simplest  gifts  of  Nature ;  there 
never  was  a  child  who  more  ardently  enjoyed 
them.  A  violet  found  under  the  grass  would 
transport  him  with  joy,  or  the  gathering  of  fresh 
fruit  render  him  the  happiest  of  mortals :  he 
found  in  the  one  a  perfume  ever  new,  in  the 
other  a  flavor  always  more  and  more  delicious. 
His  organs,  thus  delicate  and  sensible,  seemed  to 
have  preserved  the  impressibillity  of  early  youth  ; 
whilst  stretched  on  the  grass,  he  would  pass 
whole  hours  in  admiring  the  color  or  inhaling  the 
odor  of  a  rose.  Every  thing  that  belonged  to 
the  country  was,  for  this  extraordinary  man,  a 
new  object  of  amusement,  interest,  and  enjoy- 
ment :  all  his  senses  were  excited  by  the  slightest 
impressions ;  every  thing  around  him  affected  his 
imagination  ;  all  nature  spoke  to  his  heart,  which 
overflowed  with  sentiment."  We  are  also  in- 
debted to  M.  Eymar  for  the  knowledge  of  the 
Ranz  des  VacJies,  which  Viotti  used  to  play  with 
emotion  on  the  days  he  consecrated  to  music. 
At  M.  Eymar's  request,  Viotti  copied  for  him 
this  air,  accompanying  the  gift  with  the  following 
lines  :  "  This  Ratiz  des  Vaches  is  neither  the  one 
which  our  friend  J.  J.  Rousseau  has  favored  us 
with  in  his  works,  nor  is  it  that  of  which  M.  de 
la  Borde  speaks  in  his  book  on  music.  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  is  known  to  many  persons ;  all  I 
can  say  is,  that  I  have  heard  it  in  Switzerland, 
and  that  I  learned  it  in  a  way  ever  to  be  im- 
pressed in  my  memory.  I  was  walking  alone, 
towards  evening,  in  one  of  those  gloomy  spots 
where  one  never  wishes  to  speak;  the  weather 
was  beautiful ;  the  wind,  which  I  dislike,  was 
still ;  every  thing  was  calm  and  analogous  to  my 
sensations ;  and  I  felt  within  me  that  melancholy 
which  has  ever  been  present  to  my  mind  at  the 
hour  of  evening,  and  will  remain  as  long  as  I 
exist.  My  thoughts  were  wandering,  and  my 
steps  followed  it;  my  heart  gave  the  preference 
to  no  particular  object,  but  it  was  prepared  for 
that  tenderness  and  love  which  have  since  caused 
me  so  much  pain  and  taught  me  so  much  happi- 
ness. My  imagination,  idle,  if  I  may  use  the 
expression,  from  the  absence  of  the  passions,  was 
without  motion.  I  climbed  and  descended  the 
most  imposing  steeps,  till  at  length  chance  led 
me  to  a  valley,  to  which  at  first  I  paid  no  atten- 
tion ;  and  it  was  not  till  some  time  afterwards 
that  I  perceived  it  was  beautiful,  and  such  as  I 
had  often  read  of  in  the  works  of  Gessner. 
Flowers,  grass,  a  stream,  all  were  there,  and  all 
formed  the  most  harmonious  picture.  At  length, 
though  not  fatigued,  I  mechanically  sat  down 
upon  a  piece  of  rock  and  gave  myself  up  to  that 
profound  reverie  which  I  not  unfrequently  in- 
dulge in,  and  in  which  my  ideas  wander  so  as  to 
make  me  forget  that  I  am  an  inhabitant  of  the 
earth.  I  know  not  what  it  is  that  produces  in  me 
this  species  of  ecstasy,  whether  it  be  the  sleep  of 
the  soul,  or  an  absence  of  the  thinking  faculty  ;  I 
can  only  say  that  I  delight  in  the  feeling,  and 
willingly  abandon  myself  to  it.  On  this  stone 
then  was  I  sitting,  when  on  a  sudden  my  ear,  or 
rather  my  existence,  was  struck  by  sounds,  now 
sudden  and  short,  and  now  again  prolonged  and 
slower,  which  proceeded  from  one  mountain  and 
flew  to  the  other  without  being  repeated  by  the 
echoes.  It  was  a  long  strain,  and  a  female  voice 
mingled  in  perfect  unison  with  the  sad  though 
sweet  and  afl'ecting  sounds.  Struck  as  if  by  en- 
chantment, I  shook  off  my  lethargic  sensations, 
and,  whilst  I  intently  -listened,  learned,  or  rather 
engraved  on  my  memory,  the  Ranz  des  Vaches, 
which  I  now  send  you.  I  have  thought  it  most 
characteristic  to  note  it  down  without  bars :  it  is 
of  a  nature  to  be  perfectly  without  restraint ;  re- 
gularity of  time  would  destroy  its  efl'ect ;  for  its 
wild  sounds  prolonging  themselves  in  the  air,  the 
time  they  took  to  reach  from  one  mountain  to 
another  could  not  be  determined.  It  is  then 
depth  of  thought  and  feeling  which  ought  to 
guide  us  in  the  execution  of  this  air,  rather  than 


rhythm  and  measured  cadence.  This  Ranz  des 
Vaches,  played  in  strict  time,  would  be  unnatural, 
and  lose  its  simplicity.  To  produce  its  true  ef- 
fect, imagination  must  transport  the  performer  to 
the  mountains  where  the  melody  is  indigenous: 
whilst  executing  it  in  Paris,  it  must  be  felt  as  in 
Switzerland.  It  is  thus  that,  in  some  moments  of 
inspiration,  I  have  myself  played  it  on  my  violin, 
accompanied  by  Mile.  Montgerault." 


Mental  Derangement  of  Robert  Schu- 
mann.— We  find  the  following  paragraph  in  the 
Musical  Review.  In  absence  of  further  informa- 
tion we  can  but  trust  that  the  intelligence  is  false, 
or  at  all  events  over-colored : 

"  A  private  letter  from  Leipsic,  received  by 
the  Pacific,  brings  us  the  sad  intelligence  that 
Robert  Schumann,  the  distinguished  composer, 
who  stands  in  the  first  rank  of  living  musicians, 
has  become  deranged,  and  is  considered  by  his 
physicians  as  lost  to  the  musical  world.  The  first 
symptoms  of  this  mental  aberration  were  ex- 
hibited in  supposed  communings  with  the  spirit 
of  Beethoven.  Let  us  hope  that  this  sad  afilic- 
tion  may  be  only  temporary  in  its  nature. 

"  We  translate  for  our  readers  the  following 
paragraph,  which  occurs  in  a  criticism  on  the 
Eighteenth  Subscription  Concert  at  the  Gewand- 
haus  Hall,  Leipsic : 

"  '  This  concert  was  opened  with  the  overture 
to  "Manfred,"  by  R.  Schumann.  With  the 
deepest  interest,  with  the  most  heartfelt  sorrow 
did  we  then  listen  to  the  tones  of  this  genial  mas- 
ter ;  for  it  was  only  a  few  hours  before  the  con- 
cert that  the  intelligence  reached  us  of  the  fear- 
ful calamity  that  had  befallen  the  creator  of  so 
many  great  works  of  art.  This  sublime  spirit, 
this  prolific  mind,  this  noble  heart,  is  plunged  in 
a  rayless  night,  from  which  redemption  can  hard- 
ly be  hoped  for  in  this  world ;  he,  the  worthy 
successor  of  our  great  German  composers,  is,  un- 
fortunately for  art,  forever  lost  to  it,  as  well  as  to 
his  relatives  and  friends.  How  many  magnificent 
productions  did  we  yet  expect  from  him,  who 
was  still  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  and  whose 
latest  compositions  show  that  in  him  the  fount  of 
artistic  invention  gushed  up  with  jouthful  fresh- 
ness and  unabated  affluence !  The  entire  Ger- 
man art-world  will  weep  over  this  event,  for  an 
irreparable  loss  has  overtaken  it, — one  of  the 
brightest  ornaments  in  the  glory  crown  of  our 
fatherland  is  fallen !" 


Death  of  Kubini. 

[The  newspapers  announce  the  death  of  this  whilome 
"  king  of  tenors,"  at  Bergamo,  after  an  illness  of  three 
days.  It  is  but  a  few  months  since  we  furnished  our 
readers  with  a  notice  of  Eubini  (See  No.  for  Oct.  22, 
1853).  But  as  that  notice  was  written  in  1S40,  and  dwelt 
mainly  on  his  characteristics  as  an  artist,  it  will  not  be 
uninteresting  at  this  time  to  pei-use  the  following  narra- 
tive of  the  events  of  his  life,  which  we  find  in  the  London 
Musical  World.'] 

Giovanni-Battista  Rubini,  the  most  renowned 
tenor  of  the  present  century,  was  born  at  Romano, 
a  small  town  in  the  province  of  Bergamo,  on  the 
7th  of  April,  1795  (or,  as  some  say,  1792 — the 
same  year  in  which  Rossini  came  into  the  world.) 
The  son  of  a  professor  of  music,  he  learned  the 
elements  of  that  art  from  his  earliest  infancy. 
Before  he  was  eight  years  old,  he  sang  in  the 
churches,  or  took  a  violin  part  in  the  orchestra. 
Some  time  later,  he  was  confided  to  the  care  of 
Dom  Santo,  a  priest  and  organist  at  Adro,  near 
Brescia,  who  had  some  knowledge  of  harmony 
and  singing.  After  having  tried  the  voice  of 
young  Rubini,  he  came  to  a  decision  that  the 
child  had  no  disposition  for  the  vocal  art,  and 
sent  him  back  to  his  father.  The  latter,  however, 
persuaded  that  the  organist  of  Adro  was  wrong 
in  his  opinion,  continued  to  give  lessons  to  his  son, 
who  at  the  age  of  twelve  made  his  debut  on  the 
stage  in  a  woman's  part.  After  this  essay,  Ru- 
bini went  to  Bergamo,  where  he  had  contracted 
an  engagement  to  play  violin  solos  in  the  entr' 
actes,  and  to  sing  in  the  choruses.  His  first  at- 
tempt as  a  singer  in  the  theatre  at  Bergamo  was 
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in  an  air  by  Lamberti,  which  was  introduced  in  a 
comedy.  Plis  success  was  triumphant,  and  he 
obtained  from  the  impresario  a  reward  in  money 
equivalent  to  about /oar  sliiUings.  The  remem- 
brance of  this  event  was  often  a  source  of  gaiety 
to  Rubini,  when  he  afterwards  became  celebrated. 
Nevertheless,  he  had  the  vexation  to  see  his 
triumph  effaced  by  the  refusal  of  the  director  of 
the  Opera  at  Milan  to  admit  him  among  the  cho- 
ruses, on  the  plea  that  he  had  not  sufficient  voice. 
The  only  resource  left  him  was  to  embrace  an 
offer  to  join  a  strolling  troupe  of  singers  who 
were  just  setting  out  for  Piedmont.  At  Fossano, 
Saluzzo,  and  Vercelli,  he  was  entrusted  with  the 
first  tenor  parts.  At  the  last-mentioned  town  he 
became  acquainted  with  a  violinist  named  Madi, 
with  whom  he  associated  'himself  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  concerts.  A  lournee  through  Alexan- 
dria, Novi,  and  Valenza,  however,  proved  unsuc- 
cessful, and  they  were  compelled  to  return  to 
Vercelli.  The  ill  luck,  which  accompanied  Ru- 
bini in  all  his  excursions,  induced  him  to  retire 
from  the  strolling  troupe,  and  proceed  to  Milan, 
in  the  chance  of  finding  employment.  At  Milan, 
the  only  chance  he  obtained  was  an  engagement 
for  the  autumn  season,  at  Pavia,  on  a  salary  of 
less  than  two  poimds  a  month.  His  success  there 
was  so  great,  that  he  was  invited  to  Brescia  for 
the  Carnival  in  1815,  with  the  magnificent  sum 
of  £40  for  three  months.  This  salary  was  doub- 
led in  the  spring  following,  at  the  San  Mose  in 
Venice;  and  at  length  Barbaja  himself  secured 
his  services  for  the  Theatre  Fiorentinl  in  Naples, 
at  88  ducats  a  month. 

At  the  end  of  a  year,  although  Rubini  had 
obtained  the  marked  favor  of  the  public,  Barbaja 
wished  to  get  rid  of  him,  and  only  consented  to 
retain  him  on  condition  of  his  consenting  to  a 
reduction  of  his  salary  to  seventy  ducats.  Rubini 
could  have  found  lucrative  engagements,  but  he 
was  anxious  to  remain  at  Naples  where  he  was 
receiving  valuable  instructions  from  Nozzari. 
Nevertheless,  while  subscribing  to  the  hard  terms 
of  the  entrepreneur,  he  said  to  Barbaja,  with  the 
confidence  of  an  artist  who  believes  in  his  own 
talent,  and  feels  assured  that  he  is  destined  to 
become  celebrated — "  You  profit  by  the  advan- 
tages which  my  position  affords  you ;  but  I  will 
repay  you  for  this  one  day  or  other."  Rubini 
was  not  deceived  in  his  expectations.  Several 
operas  were  written  expressly  for  him  in  1816  and 
1817;  he  made  a  deep  impression  at  Rome,  in 
La  Gazza  Ladra,  and  obtained  other  brilliant 
successes  at  Palermo,  and  at  Naples,  on  his  return, 
all  of  which  tended  to  raise  his  name  in  the 
market,  and  to  make  it  worth  the  while  of  entre- 
preneurs to  offer  him  more  suitable  terms. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  1825,  Rubini  made  his 
first  appearance  in  Paris,  as  Ramlro  in  La  Cener- 
entola.  The  charm  of  his  voice,  that  peculiar 
style  which  belonged  to  himself  alone,  and  was 
founded  on  no  preceding  model,  the  elegance  of 
his  vocalization,  and  the  rare  good  taste  displayed 
in  his  ornaments  and  Jioriture,  ensured  his  tri- 
umph. La  Donna  del  Lago,  La  Gazza  Ladra, 
and  Olello  confirmed  his  reputation,  and  the  critics 
unanimously  pronounced  him  the  "  King  of 
Tenors."  Barbaja,  who  had  ceded  Rubini  to  the 
administration  ot  the  Theatre  Italien,  reclaimed 
him  at  the  expiration  of  six  months.  Once  more 
in  Naples,  the  now  great  singer  was  speedily  dis- 
patched to  Milan,  and  thence  to  Vienna,  where 
he  had  already  been  in  1824.  In  the  interval, 
Bellini's  Pirala  and  Sonnamhula,  and  Donizetti's 
Anna  Bolena,  had  provided  Rubini  with  that 
particular  character  of  music  which  specially 
suited  his  organization  and  his  talent,  and  in 
which  he  showed  himself  tar  superior  to  what  he 
had  been  in  the  opera  of  Rossmi.  Bellini  and 
Rubini  seemed  born  for  each  other,  and  their 
mutual  glory  to  depend  on  their  continued  union. 
It  was  Irom  this  epoch  (1826)  that  the  incontest- 
able superiority  of  Rubini,  in  a  special  kind  of 
music,  over  all  contemporary  singers,  was  declared. 
In  the  operas  we  have  cited,  he  first  made  use  of 
those  frequent  contrasts  of  forte  and  piano,  which, 
for  fifteen  years,  was  the  most  distinctive  charac- 
teristic of  his  talent,  and  which  he  must  be  admit- 
ted to  have  abused  by  excess,  although  by  its 
means  he  was  accustomed  to  excite  the  liveliest 


transports  of  his  hearers.  This  contrast  was  the 
stamp  of  his  individuality;  and  through  it  he 
created  a  manner,  or  (mannei'/xm),  tlie  imitators 
of  which  have  unfortunately  been  always  pain- 
fully inferior  to  their  model. 

Until  1831,  Rubini  remained  the  exclusive 
property  of  Barbaja,  who  raised  his  salary  (the 
greater  part  of  which,  of  course,  went  into  the 
pockets  of  the  cunning  entrepreneur)  to  60,000 
francs  (£2,400).  At  length,  freed  from  responsi- 
bility, he  returned  to  Paris,  where  he  excited  the 
greatest  enthusiasm  in  //  Pirata,  Anna  Bolena, 
La  Sonnamhula,  and  other  operas  of  the  new 
repertoire.  The  absolute  frenzy  created  among 
the  Parisian  dilettanti,  by  his  execution  of  the 
airs,  "  Tu  vedrai  sventurata,"  "  Vivi  tu,"  and 
"  Tutto  e  sciolto,"  in  those  operas,  surpassed  any- 
thing before  or  since. 

In  the  same  year,  Rubini  made  his  first  appear- 
ance at  Her  Majesty's  Theatre  in  London,  in 
Bellini's  Jl  Pirata,  in  company  with  his  wife, 
Mme.  Rubini,*  who  was  engaged  as  prima  donna. 
His  reception,  until  the  last  scene,  was  cold,  and 
he  failed  to  move  the  audience  into  any  display 
of  enthusiasm  ;  but  "  Tu  vedrai  sventurata" 
awoke  them  from  their  trance,  and  Rubini 
triumphed  in  London  as  he  had  triumphed  in 
Paris.  From  1831  to  1841  he  was  engaged  alter- 
nately, every  year,  six  months  in  Paris,  and  six 
months  in  London,  and  at  the  English  provincial 
festivals — except  in  1838,  when  he  passed  the 
summer  at  his  native  place  in  Bergamo.  His 
reputation  continually  Increased,  and  his  great 
successes  caused  him  to  be  regarded  as  the  first 
tenor  of  the  age.  His  gains  surpassed  those  of 
any  of  those  singers  whom  fortune  has  most 
favored.  During  the  year  which  immediately 
followed  the  termination  of  his  engagement  with 
Barbaja  Rubini  earned  125,000  francs  (£5,000)  ; 
and,  from  that  time  forward,  his  actual  income 
was  something  more  than  200,000  francs  (£8,000.) 
In  1841,  he  was  supposed  to  be  worth  two  millions 
and  a  half  of  francs — or  £100,000. 

For  several  years  Rubini  wbs  engaged  to  direct 
the  Imperial  Opera  at  St.  Petersburgh,  where  his 
success  was  prodigious  and  his  emolument  enor- 
mous. His  final  and  his  greatest  triumph  in 
Paris  was  in  1  Puritani,  the  last  opera  composed 
for  him  by  his  friend  Bellini,  (and,  indeed,  the 
last  Bellini  wrote.)  The  music  and  the  singer 
obtained  a  success  almost  without  precedent ;  and 
"  Ella  tremante  "  even  threw  into  the  shade  "  II 
mio  Tesoro,"  which,  till  thee,  had  been  considered 
Rublni's  most  consummate  vocal  achievement. 

In  1842,  in  the  height  of  his  glory  and  the 
zenith  of  his  powers,  Rubini  visited  London  tor 
the  last  time.  In  the  same,  if  we  are  not  mis- 
taken, he  also  took  his  leave  of  Paris.  It  was  not 
till  a  few  years  later  that  he  quitted  St.  Peters- 
burgh, and  retired  altogether  into  private  life. 
He  resided  up  to  the  day  of  his  death,  at  his  native 
place,  Bergamo,  where  he  kept  a  stud  of  horses, 
and  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  affection  of  a  large 
circle  of  intimate  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Musical  Intelligence. 

liOixdou. 

Orchestra  Music. — The  grea,t  musical  season  has 
been  opened  as  usual  by  the  Philharmomic  Society  ; 
soon  to  be  followed  by  the  New  Philharmonic,  and  then 
by  the  Italian  Opera,  all  the  song  birds  of  the  continent 
summering  in  England.  The  old  Philharmonic  cannot  be 
expected  to  deal  largely  in  new  music;  its  function  being 
the  very  useful  one, — perhaps  the  most  useful, — of  not 
letting  acquaintance  with  the  standard  classical  works 
die  out.  Hence  the  programme  of  its  first  concert, 
March  6th,  shows,  for  symphonies,  the  "Jupiter"  of 
Mozart,  and  the  "  Pastorale"  of  Beethoven: — good  guar- 
anty enough  of  a  rich  evening,  one  would  think.  The 
orchestra  remains  as  it  was  last  year,  with  the  exception 
that  it  lacks  Piatti,  and  Bottesini,  who  is  here  with  Jul- 
lien.  Costa  is  still  conductor.  The  Times  speaks  well 
of  the  execution  of  the  two  symphonies,  only  complain- 
ing that  the  "Jupiter"  was  too  uniformly  loud.  The 
overtures, — Rossini's  "  Siege  of  Corinth  "  and  Weber's 

*  Kubini  was  married  at  Naples  in  1819,  to  Mdlle. 
Chomel,  a  French  singer  of  some  talent.  Her  last  sea- 
son as  a  public  singer  was  Eubini's  first  m  London. 


"Jubilee"  were  "dashed  off  with  immense  spirit." 
Mendelssohn's  Concerto  in  D  minor  was  played  by  Mrs. 
Tliompson  (late  Miss  Kate  Lodcr), — her  last  appearance 
as  a  public  performer.  The  loss  in  her  of  one  of  the 
best  pianists  of  tl\p  classical  school  appears  to  be  much 
regretted.  Sig.  Belletti  sang  an  air  from  Spolir's  Jessonda 
(the  war  song) ;  and  witli,  Sims  Reeves  the  duet  J  Mari- 
nari,  from  Rossini's  "  Soirdes  Italiens."  The  novelty  of 
tlie  concert  w.is  a  capital  old  thing,  almost  never  sung; 
namely,  the  tenor  (Ottavio's)  song  in  "  Don  Giovanni," 
Delia  sua  pace,  which  precedes  II  mio  tesoro,  and  is 
equally  fine  in  its  way.  Mr.  Sims  Reeves  sang  it  "  to 
perfection." — The  audience  is  described  as  not  numerous, 
cold  and  apathetic.  Could  not  even  the  slow  movement 
of  the  "Jupiter"  warm  them  into  enthusiasm? 

The  London  Orchestra  had  accepted  a  lucrative 
engagement  for  Four  Concerts,  to  be  given  on  March  13th, 
14th,  15th,  16th,  in  the  Industrial  Exhibition,  Dublin. 
The  performances  were  to  consist  of  classical  and  popular 
music,  and  Miss  Thirlwall  was  engaged  as  Vocalist.  Mr. 
Frank  Mori  was  the  Conductor. 

Oratorios.  —  Handel's  "Joshua"  was  performed 
March  6th,  by  the  London  Sacred  Harmonic  Society, 
attracting  a  crowded  audience  to  Exeter  Hall.  It  was 
preceded  by  Dr.  Elvey's  anthem:  "In  that  Day." 

The  principal  singers  were  Mrs.  Enderssohn,  Miss 
Alleyne,  Miss  M.  Wells,  Mr.  Lookey,  and  Mr.  Weiss. 
Some  of  the  choruses  went  well,  and  some  might-  have 
gone  better.  The  chorus  of  Israelites,  "  We  with  re- 
doubled Rage,"  was  sung  with  energy,  and  received  with 
great  applause.  Of  the  singers,  Mr.  Weiss  and  Miss  M. 
Wells  particularly  distinguished  themselves — the  latter 
in  the  air,  "  Heroes,  when  with  Glory,"  in  which  she  was 
loudly  applauded,  and  Mr.  Weiss  in  the  air,  "  Shall  I  in 
Mamre's  fertile  Plain,"  wliich  was  enthusiastically  en- 
cored. Mrs.  Enderssohn  sang  "  Oh !  hadi  Jubal's  Lyre  " 
with  great  expression,  and  JVh-.  Lockey  acquitted  himself 
admirably  in  Che  tenor  music. — Alus.  WmM. 

At  the  same  place  on  the  3th,  Handel's  "  Judas  Macca- 
beus "  was  given  by  the  Harmonic  Union,  uuder  Bene- 
dict's direction. 

Mr.  Sims  Reeves  sang  the  three  airs  of  Judas  magni- 
ficently, and  created  an  immense  enthusiasm.  He  was 
encored  in  each  of  his  songs,  but  judiciously  declined  to 
accede  to  the  desire  of  the  audience,  except  in  one  in- 
stance— '*  iSound  an  Alarm" — the  demand  lor  which  was 
too  unanimous  and  loud  to  be  resisted.  A  nobler  speci- 
men of  Handelian  singing  than  that  of  Mr.  Sims  Reeves, 
in  "  How  vam  is  Man,"  has  rarely  been  heard.  Mr. 
Weiss  gave  the  dashing  air,  "  Arm,  ami,  ye  brave,"  with 
great  and  appropriate  vigour;  and  Mrs,  Weiss,  in  the 
iovelv  song,  "  Wise  Men,  flatt'ring,  may  deceive  You," 
displayed  congenial  sweetness  and  expression.  Miss 
Stabbiich  was  hoarse,  and  a  written  apology  was  distri- 
buted for  her  in  the  Hall.  Miss  Dolby  had  little  to  do, 
but  that  little  she  accomplished,  as  usual,  like  a  thorough 
artist.  To  Mr.  Benedict's  admirable  conducting,  no 
little  of  the  excellence  of  the  general  performance  was 
due. — lb. 

The  Sacred  Harmonic  Society  has  given  two  per- 
formances of  "  The  Creation,"  with  Exeter  Hall  crowd- 
ed.— Mendelssohn's  "  Elijah  "  was  to  be  produced  March 
15th,  at  St.  Martin's  Hall,  under  the  direction  of  HuUah, 
the  principal  vocalists  being  Mrs.  Enderssohn,  Miss  Dolby, 
Mr.  Augustas  Braham  and  Mr.  Weiss. 

Chamber  Concerts. — Mr.  Lucas's  "  Musical  Eve- 
nings "  commenced  at  his  residence,  March  2nd,  with  a 
rich  and  varied  selection. 

It  comprised  Mozart's  quartet.  No.  2 ;  Hummel's  grand 
duet  sonata,  in  A  flat,  for  two  performers  on  the  piano  ; 
Spohr's  quartet,  in  E  minor  (No.  2,  Op.  43) ;  Schubert's 
trio,  Op.  y9,  for  pianoforte,  violin,  and  violoncello, and 
Beethoven's  quartet  No.  6,  Op.  18.  Mr.  Lucas  was  as- 
sisted in  the  quartets,  etc.,  by  Messrs.  Sainton,  Cooper, 
and  Hill.  With  such  admirable  executants,  the  per- 
formances could  not  fail  to  be  satisfactory;  and  it  is 
hardly  too  much  to  say  that  the  three  quartets  were  per- 
fectly executed.  Miss  Jackson,  a  pupil  of  Herr  Pauer, 
is  one  of  the  most  promising  young  pianists  we  have 
heard  for  some  time.  Her  execution  is  neat  and  bril- 
liant, and  her  taste  unexceptionable.  Hummel's  clever 
and  showy,  but  lengthy  and  patchy  duet,  was  played  in 
first-rate  style  by  this  young  lady  and  her  instructor. 

Mr.  Lindsay  Sloper  gave  his  second  and  last  Sob^c,  on 
the  7th,  at  the  New  Beethoven  Rooms,  assisted  ^iy  Sain- 
ton (violin),  Dando  (viola),  and  Lucas  (violoj»5cllo.)  The 
programme  included  Mozart's  pianoforte  fdartet  in  E  flat 
(op.  13);  Beethoven's  Sonata  for  piarx*  and  violin  in  G 
(op.  96);  two  Preludes  and  Fugues  Oy  Mendelssohn  (op. 
38J,  piano  solo,  "superbly  plaj-ed"  by  Mr.  Sloper;  an 
Andante  and  Presto  of  Mep.felssshn,  and  a  couple  of 
original  bagatelles,  by  the  same  player;  an  original  vioUn 
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Romance  and  TaranitUa,  by  Sainton ;  and  songs  by  Miss 
Amy  Dolby  and  by  Sig  Belletti. 

Mr.  Charles  Salnman's  Second  Piano-forte  Soiree 
came  off  on  Saturday  evening  last,  when  Mr.  Sala- 
man  was  assisted  by  Messrs.  Blagrove  (violin),  R. 
Bagrove  (viola),  and  Hancock  (violoncello);  and  by 
Mrs.  Lockey  as  vocalist.  Among  the  full  pieces  were 
Mozart's  sonata,  in  A,  for  piano-forte  and  violin;  Hum- 
mers trio  in  E  flat,  Op.  96,  piano-forte,  violin,  and  vio- 
loncello; F.  Ries's  quartet  in  E  flat,  Op.  17,  for  piano- 
forte, viola,  and  violoncello;  and  Mendelssohn's  Andante 
and  Presto  Agitato,  in  B  minor,  for  piano-forte  solo. 
There  was  also  a  quartet  by  Marschner,  in  G,  Op.  158, 
for  piano-forte,  violin,  viola  and  violoncello,  which, 
though  not  a  work  of  remarkable  merit,  much  less  of 
genius,  was  interesting  as  a  novelty.  Mr.  Salaman 
played  two  solos  of  his  own  composition — Romance  sans 
Paroles,  ("  Cloelia,")  Op.  20,  and  Toccata  Brillant,  ("  La 
Felicita,")  Op.  13.  The  performance  went  off  well,  and 
Mr.  Salaman  particularly  distinguished  himself  in 
Hummel's  trio  and  Mozart's  sonata.  He  had  more  than 
enough  to  do  during  the  evening,  but  his  zeal  was  nna- 
bated  throughout.  Mrs.  Lockey  agreeably  varied  the 
instrumental  entertaniment  by  her  quiet  and  artistic 
singing.  She  introduced  no  less  than  lour  vocal  pieces 
of  Mr.  Salaman's — three  English  songs,  and  an  Italian 
canzonet.    These  were  received  with  great  favor. 

Ella's  second  "Musical  Winter  Evening"  took  place 
at  Willis's  Rooms,  on  Thursday  of  the  same  week. 

It  opened  with  Spohr's  quartet  inEflat  (Op.  58).  The 
violins  were  Herr  Molique  and  Mr.  Goflfrie;  the  tenor, 
Mr.  Hill ;  and  the  violoncello,  Signor  Piatti.  The  quar- 
tet, one  of  Spohr's  most  melodious,  Avas  iiTeproachably 
executed.  Beethoven's  trio  in  G  (No.  2,  Op.  1),  had  for 
its  interpreters  Mile.  Madeleine  Graver,  her  first  appear- 
ance at  these  concerts  (piano),  Herr  Molique  (violin),  and 
Signor  Piatti  (violoncello).  The  performance  wes  excel- 
lent; and  the  lady  distinguished  herself  by  a  firm  touch 
and  appropriate  expression.  The  trio  was  much  ap- 
plauded. Mozart's  famous  clarinet  quintet  introduced 
Mr.  Lazarus  this  season  to  Mr.  Ella's  subscribers.  This 
celebrated  English  artiste  played  superbly,  and  was 
admirably  supported  by  the  stringed  instruments. 

Mile.  Graver  also  played  Liszt's  fantasia,  "  Les  Pali- 
neurs,"  from  the  Proplieie,  which  was  injudicious,  since 
that  morceau  is  quite  beyond  the  lady's  mechanical 
powers.  Mile.  Graver,  who  is  so  efficient  in  Beethoven, 
should  avoid  the  Liszt  school  as  much  as  possible.  Pre- 
vious to  the  Palhieurs,  a  very  animated  performance,  by 
the  Brothers  Holmes,  of  a  very  silly  piece,  by  Kalliwoda, 
called  "Introduction  et  Variations,"  attracted  much 
attention,  and  brought  down  considerable  applause.  The 
Brothers  Holmes  play  with  a  spirit  and  precision  that  re- 
mind us  of  the  Mollenhauers.  They  are  very  young — 
the  eldest  sixteen,  the  youngest  fourteen — but" they  have 
already  won  a  name  in  the  profession.  The  talent  of  the 
younger  appears  the  more  remarkable.  The  solo  was 
accompanied  on  the  piano-forte  by  Herr  Rummel. 

Paris. 

Notwithstanding  the  flood  of  music  which  has  been 
poured  upon  Paris  during  the  present  winter  in  concerts 
and  choice  operas,  the  attendance  npon  these  assemblies 
appears  not  to  diminish  in  the  least.  Among  other  an- 
nouncements one  may  now  be  seen  in  the  public  places 
throughout  the  city  where  Americans  congregate,  headed 
"  Yankee  Doodle  Concerts."  Madame  Euphrasie  Bor- 
ghese,  "  recently  returned  from  America,"  announces  a 
grand  concert  at  the  Salle  Herz,  assisted  by  several  Ita- 
lian and  French    celebrities,  and  a   young  American 

violinist,  named  on  the  bills  P .     One  of  the  pieces 

announced  is  Ole  Bull's  Variations  on  "  Yankee  Doodle." 
It  is  understood  that  Madame  Borgliese's  voice  has 
grown  too  feeble  for  a  larger  room  than  the  Hall  Henri 
Herz,  and  it  is  even  feared  that  she  will  not  be  able  to 
fill  that  with  proper  effect.  Nearly  all  the  seats  in  the 
house  are  taken  np  by  Americans,  at  five  and  ten  francs, 
our  Minister  leading  ofl'  with  a  good  number  of  seats. 
■Phe  Grand  Opera  continues  crowded  at  the  representa- 
tions of  the  Huguenots,  in  which  Mademoiselle  Cruvelli 
has  made  so  brilliant  a  d(5but.  She  is  now  at  the  close 
of  the  second  month  of  her  engagement,  and  she  has  not 
yet  appeared  in  any  other  piece  than  the  Huguenots. 
The  house  is  continually  crowded  and  her  success  is 
complete.  At  the  Italiens  one  is  astonished  to  see 
Mario,  Alboni,  Tamburini,  Frezzolini,  Dall-Este,  Gardi, 
Rossi,  and  other  artists  of  eminence,  sing  night  after 
night  in  the  choicest  operas,  to  a  house  that  receives 
them  as  coldly  as  if  they  were  so  many  supernumeraries. 
But  rarely  is  a  piece  called  for  twice,  and  the  curtain 
falls  on  the  last  act  sometimes  without  a  single  cheer. 
The  actors  themselves  seem  to  share  the  chilliness  of  the 
audience,  and  do  not  enter  into  their  parts  with  the  same 
"Jithusiasm  as  if  they  were  singing  on  an  English  or  an 
An^rican  stage.  What  seems  more  astonishing  is,  that 
seats  o^an  always  be  had  on  the  evening  of  the  perfor- 
mance If  the  regular  prices  of  the  theater,  which  range 
from  four>o  ten  francs.— Cbr.JV  Y.  Tribune. 

At  the  Fouitj,  concert  of  the  Conservatoire,  Men- 
delssohn's First  Walpurgis  Night  was  performed  for  the 
third  tmie,  m  a  mu-.h  more  satisfactory  manner,  both  as 
regards  choruses  and  .qIos,  than  on  the  former  occasions. 
Two  unpublished  piece^  foi-med  part  of  the  programme 
of  the  fifth  concert:  a  .^otet  and  chorus,  "  Inclina 
Domine,    by  Cherubmi,  ana  the  fragments  of  a  ballet. 


Gli  Uomini  di  Prometeo  by  Beethoven.  The  principal 
features  of  the  last  are  an  overture,  a  tempest,  an  adagio, 
allegretto,  and  a  finale.  The  audience,  proud  of  their 
new  discovery,  were  enchanted  with  the  music  and  with 
themselves. — Cor.  Land.  Mus.  World. 

At  the  OpSra-Comique,  La  Dame  Blanche  has  been 
revived  for  the  new  tenor,  Puget,  from  Rouen.  The 
Jifth  representation  of  the  Eloile  du  Nord  was  attended 
by  the  Duke  of  Saxe-Cobonrg.  At  the  conclusion  of 
tlie  second  act,  his  Royal  Highness  went  upon  the  stage, 
and,  after  congratulating  M.  Perrin  upon  the  mise-en- 
scene,  and  general  execution  of  the  opera,  caused  all  the 
actors  to  be  presented  to  him  in  succession,  and  compli- 
mented them  in  terms  which  were  the  more  flattering  as 
emanating  from  one  who  is  himself  a  composer  and  the 
author  of  Casilda  (an  opera  which  was  produced  at  Her 
Majesty's  Theatre  in  1851,  with  Mine.  Charton  as  the 
heroine).  The  prince  highly  complimented  M.  Meyer- 
beer, who  was  present,  for  the  beauty  and  science  dis- 
played in  this,  his  latest,  chef-d'auore.  L'Etoile  has 
reached  its  twelfth  representation. 

Vienna. — At  the  Imperial  Opera  House,  the  tenor, 
Herr  Ander,  has  re-appeared  as  Stradella,  in  Flotow's 
opera,  after  a  long  absence. — After  a  long  period  of  re- 
tirement, M.  Leopold  de  Meyer  once  more  appeared  in 
public  on  the  4th  inst.  As  a  proof  of  the  great  excite- 
ment caused  by  the  di:but  of  this  celebrated  pianist,  we 
may  mention  that,  in  spite  of  the  late  hour  (half-past  ten 
o'clock,  the  large  room  of  the  Musikervein  was  crammed 
to  suffocation  by  the  elite  of  Vienna.  *'  M.  Leopold  de 
Meyer,"  says  the  A'eae  Wiener  MusilthZeitung,  "  was  re- 
ceived with  thunders  of  applause,  that  lasted  for  several 
minutes.  'The  peculiar  characteristics  which  have  raised 
hira  to  the  high  position  he  occupies  on  both  sides  of  the 
Ocean,  on  the  banks  of  the  Neva  and  the  Seine,  of  the 
Thames  and  the  Donau,  are,  if  possible,  more  marked 
th.an  ever.  His  touch  is  more  elastic  and  rounder,  his 
mechanism  has  reached  a  marvellous  state  of  perfection, 
and  his  execution,  without  having  lost  any  of  its  strength, 
certaint}',  and  bravura,  has  become  still  more  delicate 
and  graceful.  Of  the  four  new  compositions  introduced 
on  this  occasion — Smwenir  d'ftalie,  Tableau  Caracteris- 
iique,  Grand  Fantaisie  sur  le  Prophele,  and  Das  Kosahlied 
— the  second  and  third  pleased  the  most,  being  especially 
distinguished  by  their  melody  and  the  effective  manner 
in  which  they  are  treated.  M.  de  Meyer  was  rapturously 
applauded,  and  called  for  by  the  audience."  Herr 
Ander  and  Mme.  Hermann-Ezillag,  from  the  Imperial 
Opera,  were  the  singers,  and  Herr  Schmitt  played  a  solo 
on  the  violoncello.  Among  the  accompanists  on  the 
piano,  was  Herr  Proch. — The  Gesellschaft  der  Musik- 
Freunde  gave  their  third  concert  in  the  large  Redouten- 
saal,  on  the  5th.  Beethoven's  Ninth  Symphony  (choral), 
Mendelssoh'ns  overture,  Meeressiille  und  gliicldiche  Fahri, 
and  a  chorus  from  Handel's  Samson  were  the  full  pieces. 
The  solos  in  the  symphony  were  taken  by  Friiuleins 
Tietjens  and  Bury,  Herrn  Erl  and  Hblzl. 

Zurich. — The  AUgemeine  ifusilc- Gesellschaft  is  giving 
a  series  of  concerts  under  the  direction  of  Herr  Richard 
Wagner.  Among  other  works  of  importance  produced, 
we  may  mention  Beethoven's  Symphonies  in  F  and  B 
flat,  the  music  to  Egmont,  Haydn's  Symphony  in  D, 
Weber's  overture  to  Furyanlhe,  and  the  female  chorus 
and  march  from  Herr  Wagner's  opera  of  Rienzi-  Con- 
certs have  also  been  given  by  the  two  Mdnnergesang- 
Vereine — Harmonie,  and  Stadt-Ziirich.  Herr  Seitz,  from 
Eeutlingen,  lately  inaugurated  the  new  organ  buUt  by 
Herr  Walcher  for  the  Frauenmiinster. 


For  Dwight's  JourBal  of  Music. 

From  my  Diary.   Mo.  XLIV. 

New  Yokk,  April  4.  Looking  over  the  papers  of 
tlie  last  fortnight  a  little,  and  posting  myself  up,  I 
cannot  resist  the  temptation  to  make  a  note  or  two, 
head  or  no  head. 

— So  the  Tribune  (March  28th),  it  seems,  has  an- 
other blast  against  the  Philharmonic.  Well,  let  it 
blow  away ;  it  may  feel  the  better,  and  I'll  risk  the 
society  against  such  blasts.  It  is  truly  unfortunate 
though,  that  a  paper  so  scrupulous  in  its  adherence 
to  truth  on  all  other  topics,  should  make  such  loose 
statements  the  moment  it  touches  the  Philharmonic. 
Look  at  this  extract  from  the  article  in  question : 

"As  the  constitution  of  the  [Philharmonic]  So- 
ciety, making  it  incumbent  upon  the  Directors  to 
produce,  every  year,  American  instrumental  com- 
positions, has  been  wantonly  and  flagrantly  disre- 
garded  " 

Now  will  it  not  surprise  the  readers  of  the  Tribune 
to  learn  that  there  is  no  such  provision  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  N.  Y.  Philharmonic  Society?  Such  is 
the  fact. 

There  never  was.  There  was  however  formerly  a 
Bij-law  of  the  Society  to  this  effect :  "  If  any  grand 
orchestral  compositions,  composed  in  this  country, 


should  be  presented  to  the  Society,  one  should  be 
performed  each  season,  provided  a  committee  of  five 
appointed  for  the  purpose  should  approve  and  rec- 
ommend the  work." 

This  By-law  was  the  occasion  of  a  good  deal  of 
trouble,  and  men  were  unwilling  to  sit  in  judgment 
upon  one  another's  compositions ;  and  so,  at  the  time 
of  obtaining  their  act  of  incorporation,  upon  the  final 
revision  of  their  constitution  and  by-laws,  the  asso- 
ciates thought  best  to  omit  it  altogether. 

The  Tribune  had  better  try  again. 

— Well;  according  to  the  Mirror,  then,  the  old 
Metropolitan  nuisance  is  to  be  revived,  worse  than 
ever,  and  "  New  York  will  soon  be  able  to  boast  a 
Musical  Hall  which  she  can  point  to  with  pride  and 
pleasure  as  the  most  elegant  and  best  adapted  to  this 
pmpose  of  any  in  the  country."  Well  done,  Mr. 
Mirror,  and  I  suppose  not  one  of  the  city  papers  dis- 
putes you — the  Architect  says  so  and  it  must  be  so. 
Now  look  you  here. 

"  The  extreme  dimensions  of  the  new  Hall  are  to 
be  95  feet  by  96."  "  The  height  of  the  interior  from 
floor  to  dome  will  be  68  feet."  "  The  ceiling  is  to  be 
surmounted  with  a  magnificent  dome,  45  feet  in  dia- 
meter."    "  There  are  to  be  three  tiers  of  boxes,"  &c. 

There — do  you  not  see  that  such  a  form  and  pro- 
portions directly  violate  every  known  principle  of 
acoustic  architecture  ?  And  yet  you  go  on  to  talk 
of  the  author  of  this  ridiculous  plan  for  a  Music 
room,  as  designing  to  show  "  that  American  archi- 
tects understand  their  business  quite  as  well  as  for- 
eigners."(!)  "  His  professional  pride  was  piqued," 
was  it,  that  the  projectors  of  the  opera  house  would 
not  look  at  him  ;  in  my  view  the  old  Metropolitan 
nuisance  and  the  present  plan  more  than  justify  the 
Opera  house  Committee  and  prove  their  sagacity ; 
for  if  a  man  can  make  such  a  botch  of  a  simple  hall, 
what  might  he  not  have  done  on  the  broader  field  of 
an  opera  house  1 

But  the  wisdom  of  Gotham  takes  it  for  granted 
that  it  is  all  right — give  gaud  and  tinsel  enough,  and 
what  matter  the  acoustic  qualities  of  the  hall  ? 
Gotham  does  not  attend  concerts  to  hear  the  music  ! 

-Dwight,  I  see,  is  exercised  in  his  mind.    The 

London  Musical  World  has  a  life  of  Mendelssohn, 
original — and  Dwight  can't  imagine  whence  it  is 
stolen.  Being  j  ust  now  in  the  recipe  line,  I  will  send 
him  one. 

Recipe  for  an  original  biography  of  Mendelssohn. — 
Take  quant,  suff.  of  "  Felix  Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, 
ein  Denkmal  fiir  seine  Freunde,  von  W.  A.  Lampa- 
dius."  Translate,  condense,  add  an  occasional  blun- 
der, a  reflection,  and  a  puff  of  things  English,  and 
divide  into  ten  chapters. 


NOTE    apologetic. 

New  Yoke,  April  i,  1854. 

Dear  Dwight  : — I  have  already  tried  several 
times  to  write  you  a  note  of  apology  for  sending 
you  an  unfinished  article  and  neglecting  to  send 
the  conclusion  in  time,  and  have  been  unable  to  go 
on.  In  truth  my  head  and  eyes  are  not  the  best, 
yet :  and  as  for  brains however,  I'll  try. 

There  is  a  firm  of  pettifoggers  in  this  city.  Ills, 
Ailings  &  Co.,  with  whom  unluckily  most  human 
bodies  corporate  have  more  or  less  dealings,  and 
who  bear  about  the  same  relation  to  the  great  firm 
of  Disease,  Sickness  &  Death,  that  Sneak,  who 
used  to  practice  in  the  Boston  Police  Court,  bore 
to  Daniel  Webster  and  old  Jeremiah  Mason.  This 
firm  has  been  bothering  me  for  some  two  or  three 
months  past.  To  some  of  their  claims  I  paid  due 
attention,  some  I  put  off,  and  of  others  took  no 
notice.  They  determined  to  have  their  revenge 
and  played  me  a  scurvy  trick — a  regular  practical 
joke — one  in  which — as  in  all  those  oases  of  mali- 
cious barbarity  called  practical  jokes — the  amount 
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of  fun  was  in  proportion  to  the  pain  inflicted.  At 
the  time  I  began  the  unfinished  article  in  question, 
I  had  only  the  evening  to  devote  to  it,  and  having 
spent  one  upon  it,  I  intended  to  finish  it  the  next. 
When  the  evening  came,  however,  Ills,  Ailings  & 
Co.  had  laid  an  attachment  on  my  eyesight.  I  bore 
it  patiently,  knowing  that  I  should  have  leisure  a 
few  days  later.  On  the  Thursday  following  I  was 
at  liberty  and  should  have  sent  you  the  conclusion, 
but  on  that  day  my  pettifogging  friends  arrested 
me,  confined  me  close  prisoner  to  my  room,  denied 
me  books,  pen  and  paper,  and  put  in  Dr.  Dennison 
keeper  over  me. 

Those  endless  first  nights  !  The  first  three  by 
my  reckoning  averaged  some  hours  over  three 
■weeks  each,  and  when  the  mornings  at  length 
dafwned  they  were  so  excessively  slow  in  breaking, 
that  I  fancied  the  young  days  finally  starting  off, 
partridge-like,  with  half  their  shells  sticking  to 
their  shoulders.  Bad  as  were  the  excruciating 
pains  passing  from  the  eyes  hack  through  the  entire 
caput,  and  the  cramps  which  ran  in  waves  up  and 
down  the  lower  extremities,  the  hardest  of  all  to 
bear  was  the  loss  of  all  power  over  my  thoughts. 
They  mastered  me,  I  could'not  control  them.  The 
principal  topics  on  which  my  mind  had  been  en- 
gaged for  some  days  previously,  would  come  up  ; 
they  would  be  studied,  they  would  be  re-examined 
in  all  their  bearings,  and  when  once  one  of  these 
topics  had  fairly  chained  my  thoughts,  the  subject 
would  go  whizzing  through  the  brain  until  a  sud- 
den pang  would  start  from  the  eyes  and  rush  like 
lightning  to  the  stomach,  and  such  a  deadly  sick- 
ness and  faintness  would  follow  as  for  the  moment 
would  break  up  the  current  of  thought.  Thus  a 
railroad  to  Lake  Superior,  170  miles  in  length, 
with  nearly  as  many  miles  of  branches,  passed 
through  my  head  with  all  its  running  stock,  at  first 
at  a  rate  of  about  1.5  miles  per  hour,  increasing  to 
at  least  three  times  that.  It  started  back  again, 
but  that  deathlike  faintness  came  on,  I  tossed  over 
'  and  I  really  think  broke  off  some  rods  of  the  track, 
which  still  stick  in  my  brains — I  wish  they  were 
laid  up  at  Lac  Vieux  Desert.  But  the  incubus, 
the  demon  which  haunted  and  persecuted  me  con- 
tinually, from  which  there  was  no  escape,  exert 
myself  as  I  w^uld,  was  my  unfinished  article.  If 
by  chance  I  dozed,  it  was  in  ray  troubled  dreams  ; 
when  awake  I  v/as  examining  dates,  comparing 
statistics,  heaping  up  facts,  and  as  soon  as  the  final 
point  was  reached  the  whole  operation  would  begin 
again  ;  and  when  in  my  semi-delirious  state,  I 
seemed  ever  to  see  before  me  imprinted,  or  in  some 
inexplicable  manner  made  manifest,  upon  vacancy, 
,the  whole  story,  and  I  must  go  over  and  over  again 
with  it, 

Handel,  Haydn,  Mozart,  Beethoven, 
Mozart,  Beethoven,  Handel,  Haydn, 
Haydn,  Mozart,  Beethoven,  Handel, 
Mozart,  Beethoven,  Haydn,  Handel. 

And  so  the  changes  were  rung  hour  after  hour, 
until  it  did  seem  as  if  the  punishment  for  leaving 
the  article  unfinished  was  a  hundred  times  greater 
than  the  crime.  Once  I  fancied  that  the  conclusion 
was  lost  forever.  It  was  one  of  those  semi-deliri- 
ous moments,  when  the  article  was  displayed  be- 
fore me  all  written  out ;  but  this  time  a  little  urchin 
was  busy  folding  it  np.  Hallo,  you  young  rascal, 
What  are  you  doing  with  my  article  ?  "  I  am  going 
to  file  it  away."  "  File  it  away  !  the  article  is  not 
written  yet.  Pray  who  are  you?"  "Why  I'm 
the  child  unborn,  or  one  of  'em,  and  it  is  our  busi- 
ness to  file  away  and  preserve  all  unwritten  arti- 
cles." "  What  is  that  for  ?"  They  print  them  in 
the  wnpublished  magazines  and  reviews  !" 

That  beat  me  !  I  suppose  that  I  am  indebted  to 
Hawthorne  for  the  suggestion  of  that  fantasy,  over 
which  I   chuckled  mightily.     A  bit  of  romance 


which  I  enjoyed  two  or  three  days  later,  I  take  it, 
was  suggested  by  Kapellmeister  Kreisler  and  his 
Julia.*  I  was  upon  a  mountain  top  with  a  Julia, 
the  goddess  of  my  very  heart  of  heart's  idolatry, 
but  whom  I  could  only  worship  at  a  distance. 
Turning  suddenly  to  me  from  the  somewhat  dark 
and  gloomy  landscape,  she  looked  me  in  the  eyes, 
and  I  felt  her  say,  "  I  have  dismissed  him — hence- 
forth I  live  for  you  !"  There  is  an  old  proverb, 
pleasure  is  pleasure,  and  pain  is  pain,  sleeping  or 
waking.  It  would  take  all  Hoffmann's  intense 
power  of  expression  to  give  any  conception  of  the 
tide  of  joy  and  bliss  which  flooded  my  heart,  and 
seemed  to  send  sunshine  and  bright  day  to  all  the 
vallies  and  plains  below.  For  a  moment,  until  the 
deathly  faintness  as  usual  came  to  change  .the  scene, 
my  happiness  was  perfect. 

It  was  curious  that  all  my  fancies  were  objects 
of  vision,  at  no  time  did  I  seem  to  hear  anything. 
The  conversations  which  I  had  with  various  im- 
aginary individuals  did  not  seem  to  be  spoken,  but 
the  interlocutors  mutually  felt  what  was  said.  I 
heard  no  music,  and  some  of  Beethoven's  Andantes, 
which  haunted  me,  were  visible  not  audible.  Queer, 
wasn't  it?  Such  funny,  absurd  faces  as  appeared 
to  me,  all  had  something  to  do  with  music,  but, 
for  my  life,  I  cannot  now  imagine  what  it  could 
have  been.  One  in  particular  I  reoal  now.  Noth- 
ing but  a  curly  sort  of  satyr's  head,  with  a  grinning 
face.  But  such  a  grin !  In  spite  of  all  I  was  suf- 
fering, enhanced  that  night  by  an  incessant  asth- 
matic cough,  which  deprived  me  of  all  sleep,  that 
grinning  face  set  my  own  risibles  in  motion  and  a 
long  and  hearty  laugh  was  as  good  as  a  bolus,  I've 
no  doubt.  If  I  was  a  sculptor  and  could  ''  sculp" 
that  phiz,  as  I  saw  it,  this  should  be  my  epitaph : 
.    The  Sculptor 

OF 

THE  Gein! 
But  where  am  I  rambling  ;  Forgive  me  all  this 
nonsense — take  it  as  my  apology  for  not  having 
sent  the  "Conclusion  next  week"  in  season,  and 
believe  me  that  you  shall  soon  have  it,  though  not 
quite  yet,  as  in  my  present  state  I  shall  for  some 
days  have  other  fish  to  fry.  Diarist. 
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Onx  New  Volume. 

1.  Apologetic. — This,  the  first  number  of  our 
third  year,  ought  to  be  a  specimen  number,  extra 
full  of  good  things,  and  all  carefully  considered 
and  arranged.  But  the  pressure  of  a  thousand 
distracting  cares,  both  of  a  business  kind  (the 
editor  being  also  publisher  and  book-keeper)  and 
personal,  have  rendered  this  impossible.  So, 
reader,  you  must  put  up  with  as  accidental,  make- 
shift, every  day  sort  of  a  number  as  we  have  often 
issued.  We  shall  do  better  next  week.  Further 
apology  is  found  below. 

2.  Blowing  the  Trumpet. — The  precedents 
for  this  are  so  abundant  that  a  sober,  self-respect- 
ing man  avoids  it.  But  when  one  has  a  trumpet 
thrust  into  his  hands,  suddenly  and  as  it  were 
providentially,  without  any  seeking  of  his  own, — 
an  instrument  with  no  false  metal  in  its  composi- 
tion, like  this  you  shall  hear  anon — he  surely  has 
a  right  to  blow  it.  Nay,  the  part  is  ohUgato.  We 
copy,  therefore,  from  the  daily  papers  of  the  week 
the  following  agreeable  surprise,  by  which  it  seems 
that  there  has  been  a  plot  on  foot,  in  which  our 

*  In  "  Kater  Murr." 


Journal  is  considerably  compromised  ; — a  plot,  in 
which  artists  and  art-lovers  friendly  to  the  Journal 
have  been  acting  without  taking  us  into  council, 
and  which  in  due  cour.se  of  ripening,  probably 
(for  we  are  writing  yesterday  morning)  opened 
out  in  full  flower  last  evening.  We  were  not 
allowed  to  know  enough  of  it  to  name  it  in  our 
last ;  were  only  told  that  kindly  elements  were 
moving,  of  their  own  accord,  in  our  behalf,  and 
that  a  "  masterly  inactivity "  and  childlike  trust 
were  our  whole  duty  in  the  matter.  Next  week 
we  shall  have  to  report  in  full  of  a  Concert  extra- 
ordinaire !  Meanwhile  we  copy  this  by  way  of 
credentials  to  new  readers  into  whose  hands  this 
opening  number  of  a  year  may  chance  to  fall. 

Complimentary  Concert  for  thebenejit  of  DwigJd's 
Journal  of  Music. 

It  is  believed  that  a  C9mplimentary  Concert  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Journal  of  Music,  will  afford  to 
the  lovers  of  Music  in  Boston,  and  its  vicinity,  an 
agreeable  opportunity  of  testifying  their  sense  of 
the  very  valuable  services,  which  the  Editor  of 
that  Journal  has  rendered  to  the  musical  cultivation 
of  our  community. 

In  this  belief,  the  undersigned  would  respectfully 
invite  the  attention  of  the  musical  public  to  an 
object  which  they  consider  to  be  eminently  worthy 
the  co-operation  of  all  who  take  an  interest  in  the 
elevation  of  the  public  tastes,  and  who  appreciate 
the  single-minded  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Art, 
and  the  elevated  zeal,  which  have  so  honorably 
distinguished  the  management  of  the  Journal  of 
Music. 

Carl  Bergmann. 
The  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. 
Otto   Dresel. 
Robert  E.  Apthorp,       Harvard  Mus.  Assoc. 
E.  L.  Benzon,  (H.  W.  Pickering,  Pres.) 

Thos.  G.  Gary,  Abbott  Lawrence, 

Chickering  &  Sons,        H.  W.  Longfellow, 
Joseph  Coolidge,  Ellis  Gray  Loring, 

T.  B.  Curtis,  George  R.  Russell, 

R.  H.  Dana,  George  Ticknor, 

George  Derby,  J.  B.  Upham, 

Sam'l  a.  Eliot,  Sam'l  G.  Ward, 

J.  T.  Fields,  G.  J.  Webb, 

N.  L.  Feothingham,       R.  C.  Wintheop. 


Psalm  Times  Again. 

Dear  Dwight  : — I  have  been  a  constant  reader 
of  your  paper  from  its  start,  and  have  found  great 
delight,  as  well  as  much  information,  in  so  doing. 
There  have  been,  occasionally,  articles  upon  Amer- 
ican Hymn-tunes,  generally  condemnatory,  and 
others  upon  the  "Choir  Singing"  in  American 
churches,  generally  condemnatory  likewise.  Now 
I  wish  to  inquire  whether  no  American  has  as  yet 
written  Hymn-tunes  worthy  of  being  sung  by  our 
choirs,  and  which  may  be  reasonably  expected  to 
"  endure  for  a  while  ?"  I  am  an  ardent  lover  of 
music,  and  take  special  pleasure  in  Church  Music. 
My  taste  is  said  to  be  of  the  severer  sort,  and,  in 
general,  I  agree  with  you,  in  your  criticisms.  But 
yet,  I  must  own,  perhaps  not  to  the  credit  of  my 
musical  taste,  that  I  sometimes  hear  tunes  by 
American  writers  that  please  me,  and  more  than 
that,  move  me  in  that  solemn  way  which  becomes 
the  House  of  the  Lord.     Am  I  deceived? 

At  the  church  in  which  I  worship,  the  service  is 
opened  with  a  voluntary  on  the  organ,  followed, 
after  such  modulation  as  may  be  necessary,  by  a 
Chant  of  some  one  of  the  best  English  composers  | 
or  by  a  concerted  piece  for  four  or  five  voices,  by 
a  first  class  composer.  I  noticed  in  the  choir-books 
an  adaptation  to  English  words  of  the,  ''Mater 
Amabilis,"  by  Mozart ;  "Inclina  ad  me,"  l>y  Hum- 
mel, "  Et  Incarnatus,"  from  Haydn's  sd  Mass,  &c. 
This  introductory  music  being  endfJ,  there  follow, 
the  reading  of  a  Psalm— and  a  .«!iort  prayer  by  the' 
minister.  After  which  the  organist  plays  a  brief 
voluntary,  say  not  over  two  minutes  in  length,  using 
only  the  softer  stops.   Then  come  the  reading  of  the 
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Scriptures  and  the  long  prayer, — a  Hymn  Tune, 
(and  the  selection  is  always  in  good  taste,  an  Eng- 
lish or  German  Choral,  and  sometimes  a  good 
American  Tune, — are  there  not  such?)  The  Ser- 
mon then  succeeds,  occupying  from  25  to  35  min- 
utes ;  another  short  voluntary  on  the  soft  stops, — 
the  second  Hymn-Tune,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  the 
Benediction,  and  the  closing  Voluntary. 

Now  this  is  in  a  country" town  twenty-five  miles 
from  Boston,  the  choir  comprising  half-a-dozen 
persons,  besides  the  organist.  What  do  you  think 
of  the  case,  and  how  about  America  Hymn  Tunes  ? 
Are  there  any  good  one's,  and  what  are  they  ? 
Yours,  K. 

In  answer  to  the  above  (which  certainly  is 
written  in  the  best  spirit)  we  beg  leave  to  disclaim 
all  intention  of  denying,  in  any  of  our  former 
articles,  that  Hymn  tunes  worthy  to  be  sung  in 
public  worship  may  be,  and  have  been  composed, 
and  that  perhaps  frequently,  by  Americans. 
With  our  enormous  productiveness  in  this  line,  with 
the  thousands  of  new  tunes  made  and  published 
almost  yearly,  it  would  be  impossible  that  some 
among  them  should  not  be  excellent  of  their  kind. 
Perhaps  out  of  the  whole  number  one  of  taste 
and  industry  enough  might  cull  a  choice  collection, 
amply  large  and  various  for  all  practical  require- 
ments. We  too  have  had  some  favorites  among 
tunes  written  by  Americans ;  and  in  all  the  choirs, 
where  good  taste  has  a  voice,  there  doubtless  are 
some  well  established  and  enduring  favorites  of 
the  class. 

Good  ones  there  are,  then.  But  "  what  are 
they"  ?  To  this  question  we  care  not  to  make 
too  definite  an  answer.  To  name  some  might  be 
not  quite  just  to  others  ;  nor  has  our  famiharity 
with  such  works  of  late  been  so  large  as  to  en- 
title us  to  make  invidious  distinctions.  Our  cor- 
respondent does  not  take  the  point  of  what  we 
have  from  time  remarked  or  briefly  hinted.  We 
have  not  denied  that  the  multitude  of  trash  may 
contain  some  good  tunes ;  but  we  have  questioned 
the  good  of  such  perpetual  multiplication  of 
pieces,  which  are  confined  in  the  nature  of  the 
case  to  a  few  of  the  very  plainist,  shortest  types 
of  musical  form.  You  may  vary  these  brief  types 
forever,  and  do  it  ever  so  cleverly,  and  yet  you 
have  produced  nothing  essentially  new  or  more 
interesting  (except  momentarily)  than  the  old ; 
you  have  added  nothing  to  the  world's  amount  of 
real,  vital  musical  creation.  A  Choir  that  has  the 
fifty  or  a  hundred  best  old  chorals  and  hymn- 
tunes,  that  come  up  again  and  again  in  almost 
every  collection  that  is  made  (the  worse  too 
frequently  for  alteration),  has  substantially 
about  all  that  ever  can  be  produced  in  that  form. 
The  type  exhausts  its  reproductive  power.  Possi- 
bly a  psalm-smith  of  to-day  may  forge  out  of  his 
brain  a  tune  or  two  as  good,  intrinsically,  as  any 
old  one  of  the  same  metre  and  same  general  de- 
sign ;  but  then  the  difference  between  them  will 
not  be  so  great,  that  twice  singing  of  one  will  not 
be  quite  as  edifying  as  once  singing  of  the  two. 
We  feel  it  to  be  a  vast  waste  of  musical  vitality 
and  energy  (where  such  exists — too  frequently 
it  "r  only  mechanical  cleverness  and  business  en- 
terpr'ne  that  takes. the  place  of  musical,  and  mul- 
tiplies itt  quasi  musical  products  to  feed  an  arti- 
ficially chal«ci  consumption) — a  waste  of  musical 
.  energy,  we  say ,  a  thriftless  musical  economy,  to 
spend  so  much  (F,  it  in  writing  and  circulating 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  psalm-tunes,  where 
,  1^    a  hundred  is  as  good  as  b.  thousand,  when  a  tithe 
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of  that  activity  and  enterprise  might  publish 
selections  of  the  best  sacred  music,  in  larger 
forms,  and  of  a  more  artistic  type,  from  the 
Masses,  Motets  and  other  Services  of  the  great 
masters,  the  truly  inspired  ones,  and  might  train 
at  least  a  quartet  choir  in  every  church  to  sing 
them  well. 

What  we  want  is  to  escape  smothering  from  this 
wishy-washy  deluge  of  new  or  new-vamped  psal- 
mody— in  which,  depend  upon  it.  Trade  has 
infinitely  more  to  do  than  either  Art  or  Worship. 
Between  true  Art  and  true  Religion  we  believe 
there  ever  did  and  ever  must  and  will  exist  an 
intimate  affinity,  a  bond  of  mutual  necessity. 
Show  me  a  people  filled  and  animated,  cheered 
and  harmonized  and  made  as  it  were  instinctively 
rhythmical  and  graceful  and  respectful,  by  the 
cultivation  of  the  artistic  feeling,  and  you 
show  a  people  who  not  so  much  fear,  as  they 
do,  unprofessingly  perhaps,  love  God.  Therefore 
it  is  that  we  would  have  Music  enter  into  the 
public  worship  of  the 'people  in  the  forms  that 
are  least  formal,  barren  and  mechanical;  in  the 
forms  of  beautiful,  inspired,  true  Art. 

The  singing  of  a  hymn  as  a  mere  form  or 
branch  of  a  ritual,  or  as  a  medium  of  conveying, 
a  little  more  systematically  and  pleasingly,  the 
words  and  thoughts  contained  in  some  didactic 
texts  or  verses,  appears  to  us  a  little  matter,  com- 
pared with  music  as  a  branch  of  true  artistic  cul- 
ture, whereby  the  tone  of  one's  whole  life  is 
elevated  to  the  blending  point  with  most  divine 
emotions,  and  one  learns  to  feel  how  in  himself 
and  his  communing  neighbors  this  deadly  divorce 
of  the  material  and  the  spiritual  may  be  healed. 
It  is  true  enough  that  a  really  artistic  or  art-loving 
people  or  congregation  is  a  rare  thing  and  hardly 
to  be  found  ;  about  as  rare  as  a  religious  people 
in  any  practical  and  true  sense.  But  inasmuch 
as  Art  is  one  of  those  divine  gifts  and  influences 
whereby  gross  mortality  is  humanized  and  har- 
monized and  lifted  up  to  holier  delights,  why  shall 
we  not  seek  its  purest  and  largest  presence  and 
participation  in  our  public  religious  exercises  ? 
Why  not  take  the  pains  to  secure  that,  which  we 
now  take  in  keeping  up  such  dull,  cold  shadows 
and  suggestions  of  true  music.  Our  whole  peo- 
ple would  have  more  of  the  artistic  sentiment, 
and  consequently  would  be  less  rude,  less  inhar- 
monious, in  their  lives,  if  they  were  but  familiar- 
ized with  high  Art  in  the  sacred  music  of  the 
Sabbath.  We  doubt  if  any  real  sense  or  love  of 
Art  be  much  awakened  by  the  listening  to  mere 
psalmody :  —  although  of  course  much  must  de- 
pend upon  the  manner  of  its  performance,  and 
there  is  at  least  one  mode  of  singing  psalms  or 
chorals  which  can  scarcely  fail  to  be  inspiring, 
solemnizing  and  sublime; — we  mean  the  singing 
of  a  simple,  grand,  time-hallowed  tune,  such  as 
"  Old  Hundredth,"  by  a  united  multitude  of 
voices. 

And  this  leads  us  to  remind  those  who  fancy 
we  wage  war  upon  all  psalm-singing,  of  our 
briefly  sketched  ideal  of  church  music  (not  an 
exclusive  plan  by  any  means)  which  we  offered 
a  few  weeks  since.  While  we  plead  for  more 
artistic  music,  for  Motets,  Masses,  Te  Deums,  &c., 
(and  we  are  perfectly  wiUing  to  include  in  this 
variety  some  of  the  most  expressive  and  artistic 
four-part  hymn-tunes,  which  demand  a  trained 
choir  or  quartet,  and  which  no  lover  of  good 
music  can  help  liking),  we  also  feel  the  need  of 
something  simpler,   shorter,  more   familiar,  and 


within  the  reach  of  all  with  ears  and  voices  at  all 
musical. 

Hence  the  first  feature  in  our  plan  was  chorals, 
simple,  solid,  grand,  and  known  by  everybody, 
and,  so  far  as  may  be,  to  be  sung  by  everj'body. 
These  should  be  few ;  since  repetition  here  is  no 
monotony ;  a  worshipping  assembly  joins  in  "  Old 
Hundred,"  with  the  same  ever  new  interest  and 
fervor,  that  a  social  circle  breaks  up  with  the  join- 
ing hands  and  "  Auld  lang  Syne."  Musical 
novelty  or  variety  is  not  the  object  here  ;  but  the 
renewal  of  an  inspiring  and  time-hallowed  cus- 
tom. Hence  we  said  that  a  dozen  good  old  tunes 
were  better  than  books-full  of  new  psalmody  ; — 
not  meaning  to  condemn  all  the  new  things  in  this 
shape,  of  course ;  but  simply  to  suggest  that  an 
essential  charm  and  virtue  of  this  branch  of  reli- 
gious music  resides  in  the  very  fact  that  the  tunes 
sung  are  few,  familiar,  oft-repeated,  and  fraught 
with  venerable  associations.  The  older  these 
chorals  the  better ;  for  then  the  sound  thereof 
links  the  present  with  the  earliest  centuries  of 
Christianity,  and  inspires  a  feeling  of  the  identity 
and  oneness  of  Humanity  throughout  all  the 
stages  of  its  development  in  history. 

For  Hymn-tunes  of  a  less  plain  and  common 
character,  such  as  require  trained  voices  and  ar- 
tistic taste,  we  would  make  place  in  the  second 
category,  on  which  we  have  already  dwelt  at 
length.  They  should  be  much  more  select  and 
few,  than  as  now  practiced,  and  they  belong,  if 
anywhere,  to  that  portion  of  the  musical  service, 
which  is  not  to  be  considered  a  common  act  of 
worship  in  which  all  the  worshippers  are  actors, 
but  as  a  high  and  spiritualizing  influence  of  Art 
upon  the  hearts^  and  minds  of  all  who  listen,  dis- 
posing them  to  holier  moods. 

Thirdly,  we  spoke  of  organ  music.  This,  if  it 
be  true  organ  music,  ministers  to  the  religious' 
sentiment  in  the  same  way ;  and  still  better,  since 
it  is  more  impersonal,  less  narrowed  by  the  idea 
of  persons  singing,  or  of  thoughts  and  statements 
sung.  Pure  instrumental  music  always  gains  up- 
on the  preferences  of  those  in  whom  a  real  love 
of  music  is  awakened.  Of  course  an  orchestra 
might  render  a  like  service,  were  it  not  attended 
with  such  difficulties  as  to  make  it  impracticable, 
except  in  the  case  of  great  religious  festivals  ;  of 
which  our  oratorios  suggest  a  type. 

In  one  word,  then,  our  whole  complaint  has 
been  against  this  indefinite,  enormous  multiplying 
and  trading  upon  new  variations  of  the  plain  and 
simple  type  of  psalm-tunes.  We  are  far  from 
wishing  to  discredit  any  musical  enterprise  be- 
cause it  is  American.  We  only  say  that  in  this 
particular  line  the  work  is  overdone;  we  (the 
people)  are  bewildered  by  the  multitude  of  those 
who  come  to  help  us ;  new  psalm-books  come  as 
thick  as  travelling  book  agents,  who  besiege  our 
doors  until  we  vote  all  literature  a  nuisance.  And 
we  protest,  the  writing  of  a  psalm-tune  or  a  book 
full  of  them,  does  not  constitute  a  person  a  Com- 
poser. 

At  the  same  time  we  desire  to  say  that  we  fully 
appreciate  and  gratefully  esteem  the  services 
which  have  been  rendered  to  the  popular  cause  of 
music  in  this  country  by  the  labors  of  many  of 
these  same  men  as  teachers  of  singing,  and  of  the 
rudiments  of  musical  knowledge,^to  the  masses. 
We  can  go  almost  as  far  as  the  New  York  Musical 
Review  in  our  sense  of  the  value  of  .the  old  Acad- 
emy of  Music  enterprise  in  Boston,  and  the  impe- 
tus imparted  by  conventions,  and  above  aU  by  the 
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introduction  of  music  into  the  public  schools.  All 
honor  to  those  who  have  done  this.  But  this  was 
not  the  source  to  look  to  for  the  inspiring  exam- 
ples of  high  Art.  This  movement  was  the  peo- 
ple's aspiration  towards  Music  ;  and  these  men 
were  the  people's  leaders,  tribunes  of  the  people, 
in  that  movement.  The  masters  and  sources  and 
models  of  high  Art  in  music  were  to  be  sought  in 
other  quarters.     Honor  to  each  after  his  kind,  y 


Credits.  We  have  received  the  following, 
which  touches  certainly  a  delicate  point  in  the 
mysteries  of  editing : 

Boston,  March  27tli. 

Dear  Sir  : — Without  accusing  you  of  the  injustice  to 
other  papers  which  you  seem  to  suffer  from  them,  might 
it  not  in  some  cases  be  of  interest  to  your  readers  to 
know  from  wliat  foi^ign  paper  articles  in  your  Journal 
are  sometimes  taken  ?  as  on  March  18th  that  very  inter- 
esting article  on  "  Acis  and  Galatea  "  is  credited  only  to 
"  a  Loudon  paper."  Did  you  see  what  the  Illustrated 
News  said  about  that  performance  ?  It  stiiick  me  as  of 
interest.  Why  could  not  you  tell  us  something  about 
the  foreign  critics  ?  All  one  knows  is  that  Chorley 
writes  for  the  Aihentsmn.  And  F^tis — sometimes  we 
know  what  he  writes.  But  the  origin  of  my  complaint 
dates  back  to  last  summer,  when  I  was  out  of  town  and 
had  no  paper  but  yours,  consequently  no  access  to  Lon- 
don papers ;  and  when  your  resmm  of  foreign  news  was 
the  most  of  interest  that  you  had  to  offer.  For  I  like 
to  connect  opinions  with  some  sort  of  a  substratum, 
some  hypothesis  or  other,  if  not  a  man,  at  least  the 
name  of  the  paper  he  writes  for.  But  this  is  merely  a 
suggestion,  coming  too  from  a  constant  and  sympathizing 

Eeadek. 

All  we  can  say  is  that  we  make  it  a  point 
scrupulously  to  give  credit  for  articles  we  copy, 
when  we  know  whom  or  what  to  credit.  In  the 
matter  of  foreign — we  mean  English — musical 
criticism,  it  is  frequently  impossible  for  xm  to 
ascertain  this.  Such  was  the  case  with  the 
"  Acis  and  Galatea"  piece.  We  found  it  in  the 
London  Musical  World,  where  articles  continual- 
ly appear  in  that  peculiar  type,  which  indicates 
that  they  are  borrowed,  while  the  source  is  not 
declared.  We  have  often  found  in  that  paper 
articles  in  leaded  editorial  type,  identical  with 
those  on  the  same  subjects  in  the  Times,  or  certain 
other  London  papers.  Part  of  the  secret  is  ex- 
plained, if  what  we  hear  be  true,  that  Davidson 
the  musical  critic  of  the  Times,  is  also  editor  of 
the  Musical  World.  But  many  a  paragraph 
which  one  must  transfer  to  his  columns,  to  keep 
up  a  running  resume  of  news,  is  found  in  such 
shape  as  shows  that  it  has  been  passed  round 
abroad  some  time  as  common  property. 

We  hope  some  day  to  gratify  our  "  Reader's  " 
curiosity  about  the  foreign  critics,  but  prefer  to 
wait  until  our  own  information  is  a  little  more 
complete.  As  for  the  London  Musical  World, 
we  never  should  have  thought  of  complaining  had 
it  only  borrowed  our  selections ;  since  for  them  it 
would  have  been  absurd  to  demand  credit.  We 
are  happy  to  state  that  the  last  three  or  four  num- 
bers of  the  World  have  afforded  do  such  cause  of 
complaint.  As  for  the  Mendelssohn  biography, 
which  we  have  been  copying  from  it  without 
knowing  whom  to  credit,  read  the  last  paragraph 
of  to-day's  "From  my  Diary." 


A  Double  Feast  of  Beethoven. — Surely 
there  is  some  enthusiasm  hereabouts  for  the  music 
of  this  great  master,  and  some  pretty  energetic 
study  to  appreciate  it,  judging  from  the  following 
programme  sent  us  by  a  correspondent.     It  was 


performed,  he  says,  last  week  by  ladies  in  Dor- 
chester, in  a  private  social  circle,  we  presume), 
"  on  t(ie  occasion  of  Beethoven's  birth-day."  But 
as  all  the  biographies  represent  that  Beethoven 
was  boi-n  on  the  17th  of  December,  1770,  either 
our  correspondent  or  the  Beethoven-worshipping 
young  ladies  must  have  opened  at  the  wrong  page 
of  their  calendar  of  saints.  But  dates  apart,  such 
a  Beethoven  festival  and  such  a  programme  show 
an  earnest  pursuit  of  the  best  musical  culture, 
greatly  to  the  credit  of  those  actively  engaged  in 
it.  There  were  two  concerts,  one  in  the  after- 
noon and  one  in  the  evening;  and  all  the  pieces 
played  or  sung  were  compositions  of  Beethoven. 
Was  ever  such  a  quantity  of  his  music  brought 
together  upon  one  occasion  ?  Think  of  ten 
sonatas,  or  pieces  in  sonata  form,  in  one  day ! 
We  are  told  that  they  were  listened  to  with  much 
enthusiasm  by  some  of  the  "  appreciative  few." 
Friend  Fry  would  have  a  chance  to  write  his 
fastest,  could  he  find  such  a  company.  We  pre- 
sume we  are  not  at  liberty  to  publish  names : — 
suflSce  it  to  say  that  (with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Fries,  in  the  violin  sonatas),  they  were  all  ama- 
teurs, and,  judging  by  the  continual  recurrence  of 
two  patronymics,  all  daughters  of  two  neighbor- 
ing families. 

Programme  of  our  Beethoven  Festival,   Thursday 
Afternoon  and  Eoening,  March  30th,  1854. 

AFTERNOON  CONCERT. 

PART    FIRST. 

1.  Sonata,  Tvith  Funeral  March. 

2.  Songs.    No.  i  and  5,  "  An  die  feme  Geliebte." 

3.  Eiglith  Symphony  in  F,  for  four  hands. 

4.  Song  :  The  Quail. 

PART  SECOND. 

5.  Sonata  Pathetique. 

6.  Sonata  in  C  minor,  for  piano  and  violin. 

7.  Song  from  "  Pidelio." 

8.  Sonata  for  four  hands  in  F  minor. 

EVENING  CONCERT. 

PART  FIRST. 

1.  Sonata  in  E  flat  for  violin  and  piano. 

2.  Song  :  "  An  die  feme  Geliebte,"  No.  1. 

3.  Sonata  for  four  hands  in  D. 

4.  Septet  in  E  flat,  for  four  hands. 

5.  Song  :  "  Adelaide." 

6.  Andante  from  the  5th  Symphony. 

PART    SECOND. 

7.  Sonata  in  F,  for  piano  and  violin. 

8-    Song.s:  "  An  die  feme  Geliebte,"  Nos.  2  and  3. 

9.  Andante,  from  the  7th  Symphony. 

10.  Song:  "  Au  die  feme  GeUebte,"  No.  6. 

11.  Sonatina  in  F,  4  bauds. 

12.  Grand  Sonata  in  A,  for  piano  and  violin. 


Germania  Concerts. 

The  Public  Rehearsals  of  Saturday  and  Wed- 
nesday last  were  very  full  and  very  satisfactory. 
At  the  former  Mendelssohn's  "  Italian "  Sym- 
phony, in  A. major,  was  performed;  and  at  the 
latter  the  glorious  symphony  of  Franz  Schubert 
once  more  ;  also  the  Overture  to  "  William  Tell," 
the  Casta  Diva  by  Miss  Lehmann,  &c.  &c. — 
This  afternoon  we  are  to  have  the  last  Rehearsal ; 
and  this  evening  the  Germania  takes  its  final 
"  Farewell,"  for  the  present  year,  at  all  events. 
The  programme,  as  it  now  last  stands  in  our  ad- 
vertising columns,  after  some  altering  and  re- 
altering,  is  good  enough  for  anybody  ;  and  is 
made  up  of  the  more  familiar  grand  things,  such 
as  the  glorious  old  C  minor  symphony ;  the 
"  Hallelujah "  chorus,  by  the  Mendelssohn 
Choral  Society  ;  choruses  and  songs  (by  Miss 
Lehmann)  from  "  Elijah ;"  and  the  now  favor- 
ite overture  to  Tannhduser.  Mr.  Heller,  too, 
will  play,  and  Cakl  Zerrahn  will  produce  one 
of  his  tasteful  solos  for  the  flute. 

Blessings  brighten  as  they  take  their  flight; 
and  there  will  doubtless  be  such  eagerness  to 
catch  the  last  strains  of  the  Germanians,  that  one 
must  go  early  to  secure  a  seat. 


11^^  Notice.  In  attempting  to  make  up  sets  < 
the  Journal  for  binding,  we  find  that  our  supply  of 
Nos.  22  and  23  of  Vol.  II.,  No.  1  of  Vol.  Ill,  and 
No.  25  of  Vol.  IV.,  has  run  out.  Persons  having 
copies  of  those  numbers,  which  they  do  not  care  to 
keep,  will  do  us  a  great  favor  by  sending  them  to 
this  office. 

srtrbectisemEnts. 

BOSTON    lyiUSlO  HALL. 

%\i  ieniuinia  Itttsiral  %mt\i, 

WILL  GIVE  THEIR 

FAREWELL     CONCERT, 

On  Saturday  X^veuiug,  April  Stb, 

ASSISTED   DY   THE 

MENDELSSOHI  CHORAL  SOCIETY, 

MLLE.  CAROLINE  LEHMANN, 

AND   BY 

MR.  ROBERT  HELLER. 

PROGRAMME. 
Part  I. 

1.  Grand  Symphony,  No.  5,  in  C  minor,  op.  G7,  (by 

general  desire,) Beethoven. 

Allegro  molto. — Andante. — Scherzo. — Allegro,  Finale. 

2.  Aria  from  the  Oratorio  of  Elijah,  "  Hear  ye,  Israel," 

Mendelspohn . 
Sung  by  Mile.  Caroline  Leelmann. 
Succeeded  by  the  Chorus  from  the  same  Oratorio, 
"  Be  not  afraid." 
Sung  by  the  Mendelssohn  Choral  Society. 

Part  II. 

3.  Grand  Overture  to  "  Tannhauser,"  (by  general  desire,) 

Wagner. 

4.  Solo  for  Flute,  (first  time.) 

Composed  and  performed  by  Carl  Zerrahn. 

5.  Chorus,  "  He,  watching  over  Israel,"  from  the  Ora- 

torio of  Elijah, Mendelssohn. 

Sung  by  the  Mendelssohn  Choral  Society. 

6.  Fantasia  for  Piano  ; 

Composed  and  performed  hy  Robert  Hellee. 

7.  Hallelujah  Chorus,  from  the  "  Messiah," Handel. 

Sung  by  the  Mendelssohn  Choral  Society.- 

OC/='Boors  open  at  7.    Concert  to  commence  at  7?^. 

0=-Single  tickets,  50  cents.  For  sale  at  E.  H.  Wade's  only, 
and  at  the  Door  on  the  evening  of  the  Concert. 

Grateful  for  the  liberal  patronage  bestowed  upon  the  per- 
formances of  the  Germanians  on  former  occasions,  they  tender 
their  sincere  thanks  to  their  many  friends,  and  ask  the  con- 
tinuance of  their  favor. 

[C^^The  LAST  PUBLIC  REHEARSAL  of 
the  season  will  take  place  this  (SATURDAY) 
Afternoon,  commencing  at  3  o'clock. 

GREAT  MASTERS  FOR  IITTIE  PUPILS. 

Va   couvse   ot   Publication:    Sevtval   lumbers 
already  issued. 

GREAT  MASTERS  FOR  LITTLE  PUPILS :  A  Selection 
from  the  Classical  Works  of  Handel,  Haydn,  Mozart, 
Beethoven,  &c.  &c.  Easily  arranged  and  fingered,  by  Thomas 
Baker. 

Opinions  of  the  English  Press. 

"  We  cordially  recommend  this  work  to  all  Teachers  of  the 
Piano-Forte.  The  desired  object  is  obtained  in  a  manner  truly 
pleasing  to  the  pupil ;  and  by  the  use  of  Mr.  Baker's  version 
of  the  Great  Masters,  that  which  was  an  irksome,  will  become 
a  delightful  task."— ^ra. 

"  As  an  instructive,  and  at  the  same  time  pleasing  Tpork,  we 
know  of  no  publication  that  can  surpass  it."— .BT^wfo^  Mercury. 

"  The  idea  of  this  work  is  worthy  of  commendation,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  carried  out,  equally  so.  It  will 
be  of  great  use  to  teachers." — Sunday  Times. 

"  We  cordially  recommend  this  little  work,  which  from  the 
rapid  improvement  and  pleasing  practice  it  is  likely  to  impart 
to  tyros,  we  expect  will  prove  a  boon  to  both  Master  and 
Pupil." — Midland  Counties''  Herald. 

PubUshed  by 

Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washington  St.^  Boston. 

€u  lniitiatli  Irjinnl  InprrratBiiknts. 

We  have  just  published  a  beautiful  Book  for  youi  use,  entitled 

THE  SABBATH  SCHOOL, 

A  complete  collection  of  Hymns  and  Tunes  for  Sabbath  Schools, 
Families,  and  Social  Gatherings. 

BY    WILLIAM    WILLIAMS, 
Professor  of  Music  in  Charlcstown  Female  Seminsfy. 

We  believe  that  upon  examination  this  wiU  V  found  to  be 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  collections  of  Music  »nd  Hymns  for 

Children  ever  published.      

PKIOE  FIFTEEN  DOLLARS  PEK  HUNDRED. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT  &  CO., 

j^pj.  1    6t  Publishers,  Boston. 
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In  all  its  various  brandies, 

BTEATLY   AND    PKOMPTLX   EXECUTED, 

BY   EDWARD    L.    BALCH, 

®Sitz  loiaital  of  iHusit,  Ko.  21  Stf)oaI  Zt. 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  him  by  the  Mass. 
Charit.able  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  workmanship, 
may  be  seen  at  his  otfice. 

lET^MUSIC   prepared  for   Stereotyping. 

A.  W.  FKENZEL, 
TEACHER    OF   mUSICj 
No.  6  Acorn  St.,  (between  Chestnut  and  Mt.  Vernon  Sts.) 
Apr  8  BOSTON. 

SOPRANO  AND  BASS. 

A  good  Soprano  and  Bass  are  desirou.i  of  making  an  engage- 
ment with  some  Church  Society.  Are  well  acquainted 
with  all  styles  of  Church  Music.  Inquire  of  the  Editor  of  this 
paper.  Apr  1    3t 

MANUEL  PENOLIiOSA, 

PROFESSOR    OF     MUSIC. 

MTJSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  GRiY's  ElooE,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

References. 

Messrs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Ge*.  Punchard,  Boston, 

Messrs.  George  Peabodt,  B.  H.  Siisbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.    Sm. 

^PUBLIC  REHEARSALS. 

THE   GERMANIA   MUSICAL   SOCIETY  will  give   PuEllC 
Rehearsals  at  the  Bi.ston   Music  Hall  every    WEDNES- 
DAY AFTERNOON,  at  3  o'clocic,  commencing  Oct.  26. 
The  full  Orchestra  will  perform  at  the  Rehearsals. 
Admission  : — Packages  containing  eight  tickets  SI,  to  be  had 
at  the  Music  Stores,  and  at  the  door.    Single  tickets  25  cents. 
Oct  29 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHER  GF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co,  17  Tremont  Kow, 

Refeeences  :— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon.  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 


LESSONS  IN  SINGING. 
FREBERIC    RUDOLPH 

RESPECTFULLY  announces  his  intention  to  remain  in  Bos- 
ton and  give  instructions  in  the  art  of  Singing. 
Orders  may  be  addressed  to  him  at  his  residence  (United 
States  Hotel),  or  at  the  music  store  of  Mr.  Wade  or  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson. 3m  I'eb.  11. 

JUST  PUBLISHED, 

CHORUS  PARTS  to  Mendelssohn's  Oratorio  of  ELIJAH. 
CHORUS  PARIS  to  Handel's  Oratorio  of  the  MESSIAH. 
CLASSICAL  CHORUS  BOOK,  by  Baker  &  SonTHABB. 
PESTALOZZIAN  SCHOOL  SONG  BOOK,  by  Geo.  W.  Pratt. 

George  P.  Eeed  &  Co.,  Piitlishers, 
nOY  5  13  Tremont  Street. 

PIANO-FORTE  liXSTK.\3GT10N. 

G.  A.  SCHMITT,  (From  Germany,) 

TEACHER  OP  THE  PIAJSO-FORTE. 

IS  now  prepared  to  give  lessons  at  the  residence  of  pupils  or 
at  his  own  residence,  No.  7  Haymarket  Place. 
Mr.  S.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music  stores  of  Oliver  Ditson 
or  Nathan  Richardson. 

Refers  to  the  following  gentlemen :  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq., 
Hallett,  Davis  &  Co.,  Ollver  Ditson,  Nathan  Richardson. 
Oct.  8. 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER  AND  DEALER  IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  34:4  Wasliiugton  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  ^  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

IMPOKTEK  AND  DEALER  IN 

English,  'French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWISq  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

No.  13  Treiuont  Row,  Boston. 
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GREAT  BOOK  IN  PRESS. 

lOORE'S  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  IDSIG: 

COMPILED  BY  JOHN  Vf.  MOORE, 
With  the  apsistance  of  other  distinguished  men  in  the  musical 
world.  The  intention  of  the  author  is  to  make  a  most  com- 
plete and  thorough  work  of  the  above,  which  will  be  a  desid- 
eratum in  the  world  of  music.  It  will  be  published  in  one 
elegiint  lioyal  Octavo  volume  of  about  900  pages,  doable  col- 
umns, and  will  contain  a  complete 

Dictionary  of  Blusical  Terms, 

A  HISTOBY  OF  THE  SCIEHCE  OP  MUSIC, 

from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  on  Harmony  and  Thorough  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  Musical  Instruments,  with  the 
names  of  the  most  distinguished  makers,  and  a  complete  Musi- 
cal Biography  of  over  three  thousand  of  the  most  distinguished 
Composers  and  Musicians  who  have  ever  lived.  Mr.  Moore  has 
spent  several  years  in  compiling  this  valuable  work.  It  is  now 
going  through  the  press  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S.— The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluable 
to  every  professional  musician,  and  to  every  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring ;  we  hope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  has 
been  delayed  on  account  of  the  immense  labor  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  the  difiiculty  of  stereotyping  a  work  so  full  of  examples. 
The  delay,  however,  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  be $4  00. 

The  price,  bound  in  half  calf,  will  be.  ...4  50. 
JOHN  P.  .JEWETT,  &  Co., 
Publishers,  17  and  19  Cornhill,  Bo.^ton  ; 
JEWETT,  PKOCTOR  &  WORTHINGTON, 

Cleveland. 
Will  be  for  sale  by  all  the  book  and  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  Feb.  11. 

F.  F.  MtJLLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 
Church;  ORGANIST  of  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society  ; 
ORGANIST  of  the  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c.  &o. 
Residence,  No.  3  "Winter  Place,  Boston. 

iiT  tf 

A  SOPRANO  WANTED. 

FOR  a  church  in  Savannah,  Ga.  A  good  soprano  singer, 
and  one  who  is  a  good  musician  and  teacher,  would  receive 
a  fair  salary,  and  find  scholars.  For  further  particulars  en- 
quire at  this  ofhce.  March  11  3  m. 

MUe.  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

GIVES 

INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

AND  MAY  BE  ADDRESSED  AT 

Feb.  4    3m  56    SUMMER    STREET. 

MARTIN'S  GUITARS. 

TH-E  subscribers  are  sole  agents  for  this  city,  for  the  sale  of 
those  justly  celebrated  Guitars.    Prices  from  S?30  to  ©60. 
Every  instrument  is  warranted  to  stand  this  climate. 

GEO.  P.  REED  &  CO.,  13  Tremont  Street. 

OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  Piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
WiNTHROP  House.     Terms : — ©50  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  ©30  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 
Nov.  12,  tf 

HE^^S'    PATENT 
AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE:. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improvt-d  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.j  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

GEOEGE  J,  WEBB  &  GO'S 
PIANO-FORTE  WAREROOMS: 

Clxamfoers,  No.  3  "Winter  Street,  Boston. 

T  this  Establishment  may  be  found  an  elegant  and  exten- 
sive assortment  of 

PIANO-FORTES, 

at  all  prices,  warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  the  essential  propprties  of  Tone,  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
Style,  and  Finish.    None  others  will  be  kept. 
Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AND  GTriTAES. 

Mr.  Webb's  long  experience  in  the  profession  of  Music,  ena- 
bles us  to  assure  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  may 
find  it  inconvenient  to  visit  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desired,)  as  by  personal 
examination;  and  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders,, 
can  implicitly  rely  upon  the  exercise  of  Mr.  Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  fuvor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  bo  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit. 

Zr-  SOLD  AT  MANUFACTURJERS'  PRICES? 

Agents  for 

Lighte,  Newton  &  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &/  Co.'s  do.      Boston. 

Goodman  &o  Baldwin's  Melodeons. 

Feb  19    6m 


A' 


COPARTNERSHIP  NOTICE. 

THE  subscribers  tiaving  formed  a  Copartnersbip  under  the 
name  of  OHICKEWN'G  &  SONS,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing tiie  Piano-Forte  Business,  trust  by  theiratten- 
tion  and  promptness  to  merit  the  patronage  heretofore  extended 
to  the  late  Jonas  Ciiicliering. 

THO'S  F.  CHICKERING, 
CHA'S  F.  CHICKERING, 
Dec.  24.  GEO.  H.  CHICKERING. 


J.  E.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  or  Theo. 
T.  Earlier.  3  mos.  Dec    3. 


MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,GUITAR, 

3  Seueca  St.,  coi-ner  Harrison  A'reiine* 

MR.  De  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  &c. 
Boston,  April  23.  3m 

J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Residence  No.  56  K^neelamd  Street. 
Oct.  8.    3m 

<2eB'siiaQilSE  SereiQa.de  Sand. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E,  TELTOW,  Agent. 
1114  tf  30  Fayette  Street. 

L,   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACH  EI£     OF     MITSSC, 

365  "Washing^ ton  Street,  Boston. 

Oct.  16.  Sm 

This  Day  PuUisJied, — March  llth. 

Tlie  best    Primary  BooU  on    Tliorongb.    Bass 
ever  issned. 

FIRST  STEPS  IN  THOEOXJG-H  BASS, 

IN   TWELVE   FAMILIAR  LESSONS,    ARRANGED  IN  THE 
DIALOGUE  FORM.    BY  A  TEACHER  OF  MUSIC. 

The  mode  of  instruction  carried  out  in  this  work  has  by 
positive  experience  proved  efficacious  in  imparting  to  a  pupil 
of  ten  yeat's  of  a^e,  as  also  to  any  one  who  may  be  ijinorant  of 
the  subject,  correct  ideas  of  the  abstruse  science  of  Thorough 
Bass.  '-The  progress  made  by  those  who  have  learned  Tho- 
rough Bass  in  this  manner,"  say  the  author,  "has  been  so 
rapid  (I  had  almost  said  astonishing,)  that  I  have  been  urged 
to  communicaie  my  method  of  teaching  it  to  the  public,  by 
many  good  judges  who  have  witnessed  its  effects  with  surprise  ; 
and  though  I  acknowledge  this  to  be  an  assertion  introduced 
into  prefaces  as  the  names  of  the  publishers  are  inserted  in  title 
pages,  it  happens.  In  this  instance,  to  be  literally  true." 

Oliver  Ditson,  115  Was/iin§ron  St. 

NEW  ELEMENTARY  WORK. 

A  PRACTICAIi  TEXT-BOOK  OF  MUSIC, 

AS    CONNECTED   WITH  THE 

ART  OF  PLAYING  THE  PIAHO-FORTE, 
BY  EDWARD  B.  OLIVER. 

Price  50  cents-  Just  Published  and  for  sale  by 

Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washingio7i  St.y 
T.  T.  Barker,  381  TVashington  St.,  C.  C.  Clapp  &  Co.,  69  Court 
St.,  and  by  all  Music  Dealers. 

FEaM®§  asid  MeI®cleoa^§  t®  S^et. 
OLIVER   DITSON, 

Music  Dealer,    115  "WasSiington   St.,    Boston, 

HAS  a  good  variety  of  Piano  Fortes,  Melodeons,  Seraphiues 
and  Reed  Organs,  to  let,  for  city  or  country,  on  low  terms. 
If,  within  one  year  from  the  time  of  hiring,  the  party  should 
conclude  to  purchase  the  instrument,  no  charge  will  be  made 
for  rent  of  it,  except  the  interest  on  its  value,  25  tf 

John  Eunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   ENTIRE  AND   INIMITABLE  ALLEGORY   OP 

TX^E    PXLGHIM^S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  hisjourney  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, havf  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  F.  JEAVETT,  Publisher. 

GEO-  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  adthorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 
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BOSTON,    SATURDAY,    APRIL    15,    1854. 
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PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATURDAY. 


\  BY   MAIL,....? 
I     "     CAEKIER, 


!    PEK  ANNUM,  ( 
2.50  " 


IN  ADVANCE. 


ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Mdsic,  but  -with 
glances  at  the  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  Literature  ; 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  Keviews  of  Concerts, 
Oratorios,  Operas ;  with  timely  Analyses  of  the  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  jMusic  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  significant  Musical  News  from  all  parts  ;  gathered  from 
English,  German,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essaj'S  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instru- 
ments, theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  ;  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
Social,  and  Religious  hearings  ;  on  Music  in  the  Chuich,  the 
Concert-room,  the  Theatre,  the  Chamber,  and  the  Street,  &c. 
6.  Translations  from  the  best  German  and  French  writers  upon 
Music  and  Art.  7.  Occasional  Notices  of  Sculpture,  Painting, 
Architecture,  Poetry,  .Silsthetic  Books,  the  Drama,  &c.  — 
8.  Original  and  Selected  Poems,  short  Tales,  Anecdotes,  &c. 

[0="  Back  numbers,  from  the  commencement,  can  be  fur- 
nished.   Also  bound  copies  of  the  first  year. 

Postage,  if  paid  in  advance^  for  any  distance  within  the 
State,  tkirleen  cents  a  year ;  if  not  in  adTance,  twenty-six 
cents.    To  all  places  beyond  the  State,  double  these  rates. 


J.  S.  DWIGHT, EDITOR  AND  PEOPRIETOE. 

EDWARD  L.  BALCH,  PRINTER. 
IE?- OFFICE,    No.   ai   School   Street,    Boston. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS    RECEIVED 

At  the  OB'EICE  OF  PUBLICATION, 21  School  St. 

By    NATHAN  KICHAKDSON,282  Washington  Street. 
GEO.  P    REED  &  CO.,  13  Tremont  Kow. 
A.  M.  LELAND,  Providence,  R.  I. 
DEXTER  &  BROTHERS,  43  Ann  Street,  N.  Y. 
SCHARFENBERG  &  hVlS, 122,  Broadway,  X.  Y. 
GEORGE  DDTTON,  Jb.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
a.  ANDRE,  229  Chestnut  St..  Philadelphia. 
MitLER  &  BEACIIAM,  181  Baltimore  St.,  Bait. 
UOLUURN   &  FIELD,  Cincinnati,  O. 
HOLBROOK  &  LONG,  Cleveland,  O. 
JOHN  H.  MELLOli,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


RATES  FOR  ADVERTISING. 

For  half  a  square, (8  lines, )or  less,  firstinsertion,     .    .©0.50 
"  "  '*  each  additional  inser.     .25 

For  a  square,  (16  lines,)  first  insertion, 1.00 

"  "  each  additional  insertion,      .     .      .50 

On  advertisements  standing  three  months  or  longer,  a  dis- 
count of  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  above  rates  is  allowed. 
(A  column  counts  as  seven  squares.) 

Payments  required  in  advance  :  for  yearly  advertisements, 
quarterly  in  advance. 


Bach,  and  Beethoven  in  his  Later  Works. 

[We  translate  the  following  extrast  from  an  able  and 
instructive  criticism  upon  Richard  Wagner,  which  runs 
through  several  numbers  of  the  Leipsic  iVewe  Zeilschrifl 
fiir  MiLsih.'\ 

This  absolutism,  which  oversteps  the  laws  of 
euphony,  is  of  older  origin  than  Wagner.  Traces 
of  it,  naturally  in  another  sense  than  his,  are 
found  in  Bach  and  Beethoven. 

To  Bach's  active  spirit,  motion,  progress,  with- 
out ceasing,  are  the  first  essential.     In  his  poly- 
J     phonic  zeal,  in  the  struggle  always  to  surpass 
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himself  in  his  combinations,  he  does  not  shrink 
from  obscurities,  from  deformities  in  details ;  his 
whole  manner  on  the  contrary  has  something 
domineering  and  despotic ;  he  sacrifices  euphony, 
which  presupposes  simple  phrasing,  uniform  pro- 
gression, transparency  in  details,  to  logical  con- 
sistency in  the  movement  of  the  voices.  He  ad- 
heres to  his  system ;  his  obscurities  proceed  from 
his  method,  from  methodical  fanaticism,  which 
with  him,  to  be  sure,  never  congeals  into  a  mere 
formalism,  but  is  coupled  with  a  naive  joy  in  the 
exhaustless  wealth  which  harmony  offers  to  the 
combining  mind.  Bach  as  a  musician  is  essen- 
tially orthodox ;  he  cleaves  to  his  system  as  close- 
ly as  to  his  dogmas,  and  of  course  there  is  no 
escaping  certain  hardnesses.  This  system  seldom 
allows  him  to  attain  to  a  melodious  flow :  the 
moment  that  his  feeling  takes  a  freer,  mightier 
movement,  in  steps  his  religious  and  musi- 
cal orthodoxy  and  leads  him  back  into  the 
old  track.  In  his  limited  domain,  however,  he 
burrows  long  and  deep ;  his  mystic  feeling,  con- 
fined within  those  methodical  bounds,  dares  ev- 
ery thing  within  those  bounds,  goes  to  the  ex- 
tremest  limits  of  the  possible  and  farther  still, 
and  often  enough  calls  in  question — in  majorem. 
Dei  gloriani — even  clearness,  comprehensibleness 
and  euphony.  But  with  all  this  transcendental 
boldness  and  excess  in  detail,  he  preserves 
measure  and  proportion  in  the  whole.  Although 
he  is  particularly  prone  to  harmonic  complica- 
tions, yet  he  keeps  mainly  to  the  original  key 
and  only  opens  communication  with  its  related 
spheres.  Perfectly  consistent,  his  plain,  straight 
forward,  thoroughly  religious  nature  conceals  no 
great  antagonisms,  to  urge  him  to  great  progress ; 
necessarily  his  whole  tone  of  feeling  leads  him  to 
monotony. 

Beethoven,  on  the  contrary,  is  by  the  whole 
force  ©f  his  nature  the  man  of  contrasts.  He 
does  not  deal  with  heaven  and  hell  alone,  in  a 
dogmatic  sense  ;  he  draws  all  human  nature,  with 
all  its  contradictions,  into  his  artistic  domain.  He 
first  attaches  himself  to  the  clear  forms  of  Mo- 
zart, but  quickly  lifts  himself  to  a  state  of  self- 
sufBciency,  without  immediately  renouncing 
and  clear,  smooth  rounding  off  of  forms ;  but 
now  he  strides  on  farther  and  farther,  until  he 
oversteps  the  bounds  not  only  of  his  own  endow- 
ments, but  even  of  the  art  itself.  Even  his  later 
works  have  the  purest  and  grandest  intentions; 
their  ground  plans  as  wholes  make  it  impossible  to 
mistake  this ;  but  more  and  more  we  see  depart  from 


him  the  power  of  carrying  them  through  in  de- 
tail with  the  old  artistic  love  and  freedom,  of 
mastering  and  controlling  the  design  he  sets  be- 
fore himself.  Here  he  develops  in  his  contra- 
puntal forms  a  similar  wilfulness  to  Wagner's  in 
his  harmonic  progressions ;  the  individual  parts 
acquire  a  painful  self-sufficiency ;  the  master  can 
no  longer  lay  the  spirits  he  has  conjured  up;  he 
stands  there  terrified  before  them.  Does  he  fancy 
he  has  mastered  them,  immediately  there  cry  out 
strange  and  treacherous  voices  from  the  midst ; 
the  combination  hurries  him  away,  till  frequent- 
I3'  a  Babylonian  confusion  of  tongues  arises, 
huge,  colossal,  but  deafening.  To  be  sure,  it  is 
always  the  genial  Beethoven,  who  pursues  this 
disorderly  course ;  flashes  of  his  spirit  lighten 
through  the  clouds:  but  that  makes  the  whole 
only  the  more  strange  and  spectral. 

It  is  de  boil  ton  to  find  Beethoven  greatest 
in  these  works.  We  cheerfully  admit  that  there 
is  a  grandeur  in  their  dimensions ;  that  there  is 
no  disputing  their  originality ;  that  they  possess 
all  the  charm,  all  the  exciting  property  of  the 
mysterious.  But  he  who  measures  them  impar- 
tially with  Beethoven's  own  earlier  works,  who 
does  not  isolate  them,  but  considers  them  as  mo- 
ments in  his  development,  will  find  the  mystery 
solved.  They  are  the  effusions  (to  be  received 
with  fondest  reverence  and  sympathy)  of  a 
great  genius  unhappy  and  thoroughly  out  of 
tune :  the  communications  of  a  sick  man,  who 
wrestles  against  sickness  with  a  giant's  strength, 
but  must  succumb  to  it.  In  this  way  we  sympa- 
thize even  with  their  whimsical  humors  and  ex- 
travaganzas ;  are  in  raptures  to  come  upon  traces 
of  the  old  power,  which  still  knows  how  to  create 
the  measured  and  clear  form  ;  but  we  lament  that 
this  power  does  not  hold  out,  so  as  to  scatter  the 
clouds  of  sick  despondency  that  hang  about  him  ; 
that.it  is  no  longer  able  to  fulfil  the  anticipations 
with  which  it  hurries  ue  away.  As  models  of 
Art,  as  indications  of  the  true  direction  Art 
should  enter,  we  cannot  regard  them.  It  was  the 
destiny  of  Beethoven,  that  Music,  that  the  power 
and  the  necessity  of  expressing  himself  with  its 
limited  means,  should  make  him  happy  a,nd  un- 
happy. In  his  last  works  he  flung  out  to  the 
world  his  manifestoes  of  love  and  hale,  pressed 
from  him  by  an  infinitely  mournful  lot.  It  was 
no  longer  the  cheerful,  beneficent  ministry  of 
Art,  that  inspired  him,  and  in  creating  set  him 
free ;  it  was  the  struggle  with  an  overpowering, 
smothering  fate,  that  wrung  these  products  from 
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him.  The  simple  fact  of  his  deafness  solves  the 
riddle ;  it  explains  not  only  his  unheard  of  efTeets 
of  sound,  but  his  whole  manner  of  treating  the 
detail,  his  indifference  to  the  rounding  oif  of  the 
individual  tone-forms,  and  to  the  conveniences  of 
technical  execution.  This  last  especially  is  char- 
acteristic here.  Beethoven  sought,  as  the  imme- 
diate end,  to  satisfy  his  own  needs  and  fantasies, 
and  in  so  doing  undertook  to  strive  against  the  na- 
ture of  things. 

All  this  only  shows  an  insufHciency  in  these 
works.  We  shall  again  be  met  with  their  alleged 
"  depth."  All  we  have  to  say  is,  that  we  do  not 
recognize  it  in  the  established  sense,  especially 
for  music.  You  may  assume  some  thought  as  the 
germ  of  the  Ninth  Somphony ;  you  may  call  the 
whole  organic  structure  of  that  grand  work  an 
intellectual  one :  still  the  artistic  execution  of  the 
same  appeals  only  to  the  feeling  and  the  imagin- 
ation, and  mocks  at  all  your  attempts  to  trace  a 
logical  connection.  If  you  talk  to  us  about  an 
incomprehensible  depth  of  feeling,  we  reply,  the 
deepest  feeling  in  its  very  nature  necessarily 
strives  after  the  simplest,  purest  form,  does  away 
the  contrasts  in  itself,  and  will  not  leave  them 
standing  side  by  side.  If  you  justify  those  de- 
formities by  the  sublimity  of  their  intentions,  we 
reply  that  Art  cannot  be  satisfied  with  that. 
The  productive  faculty  ought  to  possess  the  power 
to  clothe  the  intention  with  the  complete  and 
perfectly  clear  form,  that  corresponds  with  the 
nature  of  the  artistic  material.  In  any  case  ob- 
scurity and  mystery  are  not  a  depth  which  one 
should  praise,  at  least  in  Art,  which  should  pro- 
ceed from  spiritual  freedom  and  operate  again  on 
that: — we  do  not  content  ourselves  with  vague 
presentiments,  where  we  have  a  claim  to  the 
most  immediate  and  vital  certainty. 

Frankly  we  must  say,  that  people  are  only  in 
the  habit  of  talking  about  "  deep  "  music,  when 
they  feel  a  disproportion  between  what  is  actually 
expressed  and  what  is  intended.  Hearers  are 
modest  enough,  especially  in  the  case  of  an  estab- 
lished name,  to  seek  in  themselves  the  insuffi- 
ciency that  really  resides  in  the  work.  If  they 
do  not  succeed  in  their  most  strenuous  attempts 
to  "  orient "  themselves  completely,  if  their  ear 
cannot  always  follow  a  great  master's  combina- 
tions, then  they  console  themselves  with  "  deep." 
Accordingly  Mozart,  to  whom  no  one  will  deny 
depth  of  feeling,  is  not  counted  among  deep 
musicians, — naturally,  because  he  never  under- 
takes more  than  he  can  actually  accomplish.  On 
the  other  hand  Bach  and  Beethoven  have  earned 
this  praise,  chiefly  through  that  absolutism  of 
theirs  which  we  have  just  described: — the  aim- 
lessness  of  their  formations,  the  monotony  of  the 
former,  the  abrupt  contrasts  of  the  latter  mislead 
one  to  the  assumption  that  with  them  too  music 
was  a  means  to  an  end,  that  they  had  to  do  with 
some  design  beyond  the  music,  which  eluded 
direct  representation.  But  failing,  spite  of  every 
efiort,  to  identify  this  with  certainty,  such  hearers 
fall  back  on  the  modest  ground  aforesaid.  Mod- 
est indeed  !  but  it  alas !  soon  turns  to  arrogance 
towards  all  those  who  do  not  unconditionally  con- 
form to  the  dogma  of  "  depth " — on  all  such  it 
looks  Qown  with  great  contempt,  as  on  the  unin- 
itiated. 

[The  writer  proceeds  to  trace  the  influence  of  this 
absolutism,  in  the  vorks  of  Wagner,  Schumann,  Franz, 
and  others  of  the  new  German  school.  We  shall,  per- 
haps, malie  further  extracts. Ed.] 


"The  Messiah"  and  "The  Creation." 

[Prom  the  Dial,  1840.] 

Handel  seems  to  have  monopolized  the  one  sub- 
ject for  an  Oratorio,  Humanity's  anticipation  ofitf: 
Messiah.  This  properly  is  the  one  theme  of  all 
pure  music  ;  this  is  the  mysterious  promise  which 
it  whispers ;  this  the  hope  with  which  it  fills  us 
as  its  tones  seem  to  fall  from  the  blue  sky,  or  to 
exhale  through  the  earth's  pores  from  its  secret, 
divine  fountains.  Music  is  the  aspiration,  the 
yearnings  of  the  heart  to  the  Infinite.  It  is  the 
prayer  of  faith,  which  has  no  fear,  no  weakness 
in  it.  It  delivers  us  from  our  actual  bondage  ;  it 
buoys  us  up  above  our  accidents,  and  wafts  us  on 
waves  of  melody  to  the  heart's  ideal  home.  This 
longing  of  the  heart,  which  is  a  permanent  fact  of 
human  life,  and  with  which  all  know  how  to  sym- 
pathize, has  received  its  most  perfect  historical 
form  in  the  Jewish  expectation  of  a  Messiah. 
The  prediction  and  coming  of  Jesus  stand  as  a 
type  forever  of  the  divine  restlessness,  the  pro- 
phetic yearning  of  the  heart  of  humanity.  Has 
any  poet  found  words  for  this  feeling  to  match  with 
those  of  the  Psalmist  and  prophets  of  old  ?  With 
wonderful  judgment  Handel  culled  out  the  noblest 
of  those  grand  sentences,  and  constructed  them 
into  a  complete  and  epic  unity.  They  are  almost 
the  only  words  we  know,  which  do  not  limit  the 
free,  world-permeating,  ever-shifting.  Protean 
genius  of  music.  Words,  the  language  of  thoughts, 
are  too  definite,  and  clip  the  wings  and  clog  the 
graceful  movements  of  this  unresting  spirit :  she 
chants  forgetfulness  of  limits,  and  charms  us  along 
with  her  to  the  Infinite;  she  loves  to  wander 
through  the  vague  immense,  and  seems  every- 
where at  once  ;  then  only  is  she  beautiful.  With 
the  growth  of  the  musical  taste,  therefore,  one 
acquires  a  more  and  more  decided  preference  for 
instrumental  music  rather  than  song  ;  music  pure, 
rather  than  music  wedded  with  another  art,  which 
never  can  be  quite  congenial.  We  prefer  a  Bee- 
thoven's Symphony  to  anything  ever  sung,  with 
the  single  exception  of  Handel's  Messiah.  In 
that  the  words  seem  one  with  the  music, — as  eter- 
nal, as  sublime,  as  universal  and  impersonal. 
They  set  no  limit  to  the  music,  but  contain  in 
themselves  seeds  of  inexhaustible  harmonies  and 
melodies.  We  could  not  spare  a  word,  or  suffer 
any  change.  "  The  Messiah  "  always  must  have 
meaning  to  all  men,  it  is  so  impersonal.  Its 
choruses  are  the  voice  of  all  humanity.  Its  songs 
are  the  communion  of  the  solitary  soul  with  the 
Infinite.  But  there  is  no  Duet  or  Ti-io  in  it,  no 
talking  of  individual  with  individual.  Either  it  is 
the  sublime  of  the  soul  merged  in  the  multitude, 
or  it  is  the  sublime  of  the'  soul  alone  with  God. 
And  then  its  depth  of  sadness ! — from  such  depths 
alone  could  roll  those  mighty  ocean  choruses  of 
triumph,  the  "  Hallelujah  "  chorus,  the  "  Wonder- 
ful "  chorus,  and  "  Worthy  the  Lamh."  "  The 
Messiah  "  will  always  stand,  in  its  stern  simplicity, 
as  one  of  the  adopted  of  Nature. 

How  different  "  The  Creation .'"  We  are  in 
another  element,  with  another  man,  with  Haydn, 
that  sunny,  genial,  busy  nature.  If  with  Handel 
all  is  unity,  grandeur,  bold  simplicity,  universality ;. 
here  all  is  variety,  individuality,  profusion  of  de- 
tail. If  with  Handel  it  is  aspiration  to  the  Un- 
known, here  it  is  description  of  the  Known.  K 
one  forebodes  another  world,  the  other  lovingly 
reflects  the  hues  of  this  world.  Handel  with  bold 
hand  sketches  gigantic  shadows,  which  lose  them- 
selves in  infinite  space.  With  Haydn  everything 
is  happily  planned  within  the  limits  of  certainty, 
and  conscientiously  and  gracefully  finished.  It  is 
the  perfection  of  art.  A  work  of  Haydn's  is  a 
Grecian  temple  ;  there  it  stands,  complete  in  itself 
and  fully  executed,  and  suggests  no  more.  A 
work  of  Handel's,  (still  more  of  Beethoven's)  is  a 
Gothic  cathedral,  which  seems  never  finished,  but 
becoming,  growing,  yearning  and  striving  upwards; 
the  beginning  only  of  a  boundless  plan,  whose 
consummation  is  in  another  world.  We  enjoy 
with  Haydn  the  serene  pleasure  of  doing  things, 
the  ever  fresh  surprise  of  accomplishment.  With 
him  we  round  off  and  finish  one  thing  after  an- 
other, and  look  upon  it  and  pronounce  it  good  ; 
but  we  do  not  lift  our  eyes  away  and  yearn  for 
what  is  beyond.     Constant,  cheerful  activity  was 


the  element  of  Haydn.  Hence  the  Creation  was 
the  very  subject  for  the  man  ;  his  whole  nature 
chose  it  for  him.  In  "  The  Creation  "  the  instru- 
mental accompaniments  are  prominent,  and  the 
voices  secondary.  The  orchestra  weaves  the  pic- 
ture ;  the  voices  but  hint  its  meaning.  Literal 
description  of  nature  is  carried  even  too  far  in  it. 
Beautiful  and  surprising  as  those  imitations  are,  of 
Chaos,  and  the  birth  of  Light,  and  rolling  ocean, 
and  smooth  meadows,  and  brooks,  and  birds,  and 
breezes,  monsters  of  the  deep  and  of  the  forest, 
and  insects  sparkling  like  gold  dust  in  the  sunny 
air, — yet  often  they  seem  too  mechanical  and 
curious,  and  out  of  the  province  of  Art,  which 
should  breathe  the  pervading  spirit  of  Nature,  as 
a  whole,  and  not  copy  too  carefully  the  things 
that  are  in  it.  Whoever  has  studied  the  Pastoral 
Symphony,  or  the  Pastoral  Sonata  of  Beethoven, 
will  feel  the  difference  between  music  which  flows 
from  a  common  consciousness  (as  it  were)  with 
Nature,  and  the  music  which  only  copies,  from 
without,  her  single  features.  These  pieces  bring 
all  summer  sensations  over  you,  but  they  do  not 
let  you  identify  a  note  or  a  passage  as  standing  for 
a  stream,  or  a  bird.  They  do  not  say  :  look  at 
this  or  that,  now  imagine  nightingales,  now  thun- 
der, now  mountains,  and  now  sun-spots  chasing 
shadows ;  but  they  make  you  feel  as  you  would  if 
you  were  lying  on  a  grassy  slope  in  a  summer's 
afternoon,  with  the  melancholy  leisure  of  a  shep- 
herd swain,  and  these  things  all  around  you  with- 
out your  noticing  them.  Haydn  paints  you  this 
or  that  by  means  of  various  qualities  and  combi- 
nations of  tone,  and  various  movements ;  with 
wonderful  success  he  calls  up  images ;  you  admire 
the  ingenuity  and  the  beauty,  but  are  not  inspired. 


[From  Putnam's  Magazine  for  March  and  April.] 
I.     BORODINO. 
One  foot  in  the  stirrup,  one  hand  on  the  mane, 

One  toss  of  white  phimes  on  the  air, 
Then  firm  in  the  saddle — and  loosened  the  rein; 
And  the  sword-blade  gleams  bare ! 

A  white  face  stares  up  from  the  dark,  frozen  ground; 

The  prowler  will  shadow  it  soon: 
The  dead  and  the  dying  lie  writhen  around, 

Cold  and  bright  shines  the  moon ! 

There's  laurels  and  gold  for  the  living  and  proud: 
But  the  ice-wreath  of  Fame  for  the  slain; 

Only  Love  turns  away  from  the  revelling  crowd 
To  her  own  on  the  plain ! 

II.     SORRENTO, 

Pass,  hazy  dream  of  drowsing  noon ! 

Wake,  Naples,  with  thy  nightly  glow! 
O'er  Capri's  stately  cloud  the  moon 

Her  golden  crescent  raises  slow. 

Those  stars  among  the  orange  blooms 
Outshine  the  wanderers  of  the  skies; 

More  sweet  than  evening's  still  perfumes 
Love's  voiceless  longings  rise. 

Of  white  and  ti'emulous  hopes  she  weaves 
Her  bridal  crown  the  moon  beneath. 

Shine  on,  bright  moon !  those  buds  and  leaves 
Will  be  fau-  in  a  funeral  wreath ! 


J.  J.  in  Dreamland. 

[From  Thackeray's  "  Newcomea."] 

The  two  birds  set  up  a  tremendous  singing  and 
chorussing  when  Miss  Cann,  spying  the  occasion 
of  the  first-floor  lodger's  absence,  begins  practis- 
ing her  music  pieces.  Such  trills,  roulades,  and 
flourishes  go  on  from  the  birds  and  the  lodger  ! 
it  is  a  wonder  how  any  fingers  can  move  over  the 
jinghng  ivory  so  quickly  as  Miss  Cann's.  Excel- 
lent a  woman  as  she  is,  admirably  virtuous,  fru- 
gal, brisk,  honest,  and  cheerful,  I  would  not  like 
to  live  in  lodgings  where  there  was  a  lady  so  ad- 
dicted to  playing  variations.  No  more  does 
Honeyman.  On  a  Saturday,  when  he  is  compos- 
ing his  valuable  sermons  (the  rogue,  you  may  be 
sure,  leaves  his  work  to  the  last  day,  and  there 
are,  I  am  given  to  understand,  among  the  clergy 
many  better  men  than  Honeyman,  who  are  as 
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dilatory  as  he),  he  begs,  he  entreats  with  tears 
in  his  eyes,  that  Miss  Cann's  music  may  cease.  I 
■would  back  little  Cann  to  write  a  sermon  against 
him,  for  all  his  reputation  as  a  popular  preacher. 

Old  and  weazened  as  that  piano  is,  feeble  and 
cracked  her  voice,  it  is  wonderful  what  a  pleasant 
concert  she  can  give  in  that  parlor  of  a  Saturday 
evening,  to  Mrs.  Ridley,  who  generally  dozes  a 
good  deal,  and  to  a  lad,  who  listens  with  all  his 
soul,  with  tears  sometimes  in  his  great  eyes,  with 
crowding  fancies  filling  his  brain  and  throbbing 
at  his  heart,  as  the  artist  plies  her  humble  instru- 
ment. She  plays  old  music  of  Handel  and  Haydn, 
and  the  little  chamber  anon  swells  into  a  cathe- 
dral, and  he  who  listens  beholds  altars  lighted, 
priests  ministering,  fair  children  swinging  censers, 
great  oriel  windows  gleaming  in  sunset,  and  seen 
through  arched  columns,  and  avenues  of  twilight 
marble.  The  young  fellow  who  hears  her  has 
been  often  and  often  to  the  Opera  and  the  thea- 
tres. As  she  plays  "  Don  Juan,"  Zerlina  comes 
tripping  over  the  meadows,  and  Masetto  after 
her,  with  a  crowd  of  peasants  and  maidens  :  and 
they  sing  the  sweetest  of  all  music,  and  the  heart 
beats  with  happiness,  and  kindness,  and  pleasure. 
Piano,  pianissimo  !  the  city  is  hushed.  The  towers 
of  the  great  cathedral  rise  in  the  distance,  its 
spires  lighted  by  the  broad  moon.  The  statues 
in  the  moonlit  place  cast  long  shadows  athwart 
the  pavement:  but  the  fountain  in  the  midst  is 
dressed  out  hke  Cinderella  for  the  night,  and 
sings  and  wears  a  crest  of  diamonds.  That  great 
sombre  street  all  in  shade,  can  it  be  the  famous 
Toledo  ? — or  is  it  the  Corso  ? — or  is  it  the  great 
street  in  Madrid,  the  one  which  leads  to  the  Es- 
curial  where  the  Rubens  and  Velasquez  are  ? 
It  is  Fancy  Street — Poetry  Street — Imagination 
Street — the  street  where  lovely  ladies  look  from 
balconies,  where  cavaliers  strike  mandolins  and 
draw  swords  and  engage,  where'long  processions 
pass,  and  venerable  hermits,  with  long  beards, 
bless  the  kneeling  people  :  where  the  rude  soldiery, 
swaggering  through  the  place  with  flags  and  hal- 
berts,  and  fife  and  dance,  seize  the  slim  waists  of 
the  daughters  of  the  people,  and  bid  the  pifferari 
play  to  their  dancing.  Blow,  bagpipes,  a  storm 
of  harmony  !  become  trumpets,  trombones,  ophi- 
cleides,  fiddles,  and  bassoons  !  Fire-guns  !  Sound, 
tocsins !  Shout,  people  !  Louder,  shriller  and 
sweeter  than  all,  sing  thou,  ravishing  heroine  ! 
And  see,  on  bis  cream-coloured  charger  Ma- 
saniello  prances  in,  and  Fra  Diavolo  leaps  down 
the  balcony,  carabine  in  hand  ;  and  Sir  Huon  of 
Bordeaux  sails  up  to  the  quay  with  the  Sultan's 
daughter  of  Babylon.  All  these  delights  and 
sights,  and  joys  and  glories,  these  thrills  of  sym- 
pathy, movements  of  unknown  longing,  and 
visions  of  beauty,  a  young  sickly  lad  of  eighteen 
enjoys  in  a  little  dark  room  where  there  is  a  bed 
disguised  in  the  shape  of  a  wardrode,  and  a  little 
old  woman  is  playing  under  a  gas-lamp  on  the 
jingling  keys  of  an  old  piano. 

For  a  long  time  Mr.  Samuel  Ridley,  butler  and 
confidential  valet  to  the  Right  Honorable  John 
James  Baron  Todmorden,  was  in  a  state  of  the 
greatest  despair  and  gloom  about  his  only  son,  the 
little  John  James, — a  sickly  and  almost  deformed 
child  "  of  whom  there  was  no  making  nothink," 
as  Mr.  Ridley  said.  His  figure  precluded  him  from 
following  his  father's  profession,  and  waiting  upon 
the  British  nobility,  who  naturally  require  large 
and  handsome  men  to  skip  up  behind  their  roll- 
ing carriages,  and  hand  their  plates  at  dinner. 
"When  John  James  was  six  years  old  his  father 
remarked,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  he  wasn't  higher 
than  a  plate-basket.  The  boys  jeered  at  him  in 
the  streets — some  whopped  him,  spite  of  his 
diminutive  size.  At  school  he  made  but  little 
progress.  He  was  always  sickly  and  dirty,  and 
timid  and  crying,  whimpering  in  the  kitchen  away 
from  his  mother  ;  who,  though  she  loved  him,  took 
Mr.  Ridley's  view  of  his  character,  and  thought 
him  little  better  than  an  idiot  until  such  time  as 
little  Miss  Cann  took  him  in  hand,  when  at  length 
there  was  some  hope  of  him. 

"  Half-witted,  you  great  stupid  big  man,"  Says 
Miss  Cann,  who  had  a  fine  spirit  of  her  own. 
"  That  boy  half-witted  !  He  has  got  more  wit  in 
his  little  finger  than  you  have  in  all  your  great 
person  I  You  are  a  very  good  man,  Ridley,  very 


good-natured  I'm  sure,  and  bear  with  the  teasing 
of  a  wasping  old  woman  ;  but  you  are  not  the 
wisest  of  mankind.  Tut,  tut  don't  tell  me.  You 
know  you  spell  out  the  words  when  you  read  the 
newspaper  still,  and  what  would  your  bills  look 
like,  if  I  did  not  write  them  in  my  nice  little 
hand  V  I  tell  you  that  boy  is  a  genius.  I  tell 
you  that  one  day  the  world  will  hear  of  him.  His 
heart  is  made  of  pure  gold.  You  think  that  all 
the  wit  belongs  to  the  big  people.  Look  at  me, 
you  great  tall  man  !  Am  I  not  a  hundred  times 
cleverer  than  you  are  ?  Yes,  and  John  James  is 
worth  a  thousand  such  insignificant  little  chits  as 
I  am  ;  and  he  is  as  tall  as  me  too,  sir.  Do  you 
hear  that?  One  day  lam  determined  he  shall 
dine  at  Lord  Todmorden's  table,  and  he  shall  get 
the  prize  at  the  Royal  Academy,  and  be  famous, 
sir — famous  !" 

"  Well,  Miss  C,  I  wish  he  may  get  it ;  that's  all 
I  say,"  answers  Mr.  Ridley.  "  The  poor  fellow 
does  no  harm,  that  I  acknowledge ;  but  I  never 
see  the  good  he  was  up  to  yet.  I  wish  he'd  begin 
it ;  I  du  wish  he  would  now."  And  the  honest 
gentleman  relapses  into  the  study  of  his  paper. 

All  those  beautiful  sounds  and  thoughts  which 
Miss  Cann  conveys  to  him  out  of  her  charmed 
piano,  the  young  artist  straightway  translates  into 
forms  ;  and  knights  in  armour,  with  plume,  and 
shield,  and  battle-axe ;  and  splendid  young  no- 
blemen with  flowing  ringlets,  and  bounteous 
plumes  of  feathers,  and  rapiers,  and  russet  boots ; 
and  fierce  banditti  with  crimson  tights,  doublets 
profusely  illustrated  with  large  brass  buttons,  and 
the  dumpy  basket-hilted  claymores  known  to  be 
the  favorite  weapon  with  which  these  whiskered 
ruffians  do  battle ;  wasp-waisted  peasant  girls,  and 
young  countesses  with  O  such  large  eyes  and 
cherry  lips ! — all  these  splendid  forms  of  war  and 
beauty  crowd  to  the  young  draughtsman's  pencil, 
and  cover  letter-backs,  copy-books,  without  end. 
If  his  hand  strikes  off'  some  face  peculiarly  lovely, 
and  to  his  taste,  some  bright  young  lady  of  fashion 
in  an  opera-box,  whom  he  has  seen,  or  fancied  he 
has  seen  (for  the  youth  is  short-sighted,  though  he 
hardly  as  yet  knows  his  misfortune) — if  he  has 
made  some  effort  extraordinarily  successful,  our 
young  Pygmalion  hides  away  the  masterpiece,  and 
he  paints  the  beauty  with  all  his  skill ;  the 
lips  a  bright  carmine,  the  eyes  a  deep,  deep  co- 
balt, the  cheeks  a  dazzling  vermilion,  the  ringlets 
of  a  golden  hue  ;  and  he  worships  this  sweet 
creature  of  his  in  secret,  fancies  a  history  for  her ; 
a  castle  to  storm,  a  tyrant  usurper  who  keeps  her 
imprisoned,  and  a  prince  in  black  ringlets  and  a 
spangled  cloak,  who  scales  the  tower,  who  slays 
the  tyrant,  and  then  kneels  gracefully  at  the 
princess's  feet,  and  says,  "  Lady,  wilt  thou  be 
mine  V" 
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Giambattista  Bubini. 

BY  H.  F.  CHORLEY. 

Rubini  is  dead,  aged  sixty — not  having  followed 
the  law  of  longevity  under  which  so  many  vocal- 
ists seem  to  have  vegetated  on  to  a  green  old  age, 
for  years  and  years  after  their  retirement  from  the 
stage.  How  great  an  artist  he  was  it  is  difficult  to 
convey  in  a  few  words ;  and  this  not  only  because 
his  greatness  belonged  to  the  operatic  style  of  a 
past  generation,  but  because  it  was  accompanied 
by  certain  qualities  which  the  changed  taste  of  our 
day  protests  against  (and  not  unfairly)  as  so  many 
defects.  He  was  one  of  the  most  accomplished 
vocalists  ever  heard — the  instinct  for  singing  hav- 
ing been  in  his  case  perfected  by  consummate 
study  and  practice  of  the  art  of  singing.  His 
production  of  tone,  his  management  of  breath, 
his  unhesitating  certainty  in  the  command  of  in- 
tervals, his  power  of  using  falsetto  and  natural 
voice  alternately,  are  things  which  in  the  present 
epoch  of  crude,  bawling  vehemence  and  inflex- 
ibility seem  like  so  many  lost  arts.  Further, 
when  his  voice  began  to  give  way,  Rubini  man- 
aged to  produce  his  most  exquisite  effects ;  and 
to  set  forth  his  individuality,  by  absolutely  turn- 
ing defect  and  decay  to  account.  His  striking 
contrasts  of  piano  with  forte  are  to  be  dated  from 
the  time  when  he  could  no  longer  command  a 
steady  mezza   voce.      But  though  boundless  in 


accomplishment,  Rubini  was  impeachable  in  point 
of  taste.  His  love  of  ornament  was  frequently 
more  remarkable  than  either  his  variety  or  his 
propriety  in  ornament.  While  no  one  could  be 
more  expressive  than  he  was  in  such  a  caniahile 
as  "  Fra  poco"  in  '  Lucia,'  or  "  Tutlo  d  aciollo"  in 
'  La  Sonnambula,'  he  would  fling  into  the  midst  of 
one  of  Rossini's  grandest  adarjios  a  roulade,  inter- 
minable, unmeaning,  and  absolutely  bordering  on 
vulgarity.  At  times  these  displays  were  almost 
repulsive  ;  but  the  artist  could  always  fascinate  us 
back  to  himself  again.  Again,  when  undertaking 
an  opera,  Rubini  seemed  unable  to  study  a  part 
as  an  entire  part,  but  reserved  himself  for  a  few 
points — such  as  a  cavatina,  a  burst  in  &  finale,  or 
the  like  ; — in  this  inferior  toDuprez,  who,  though 
finishing  highly  also,  was  always  en  scene — in  one 
act  preparing  for  the  next,  and  linking  passage  to 
passage  with  unparagoned  dramatic  vigor  and 
fervor.  Yet  who  ever  got  so  much  out  of  "  that 
cavatina,"  "  that  burst,"  those  bars  of  recitative," 
as  Rubini  ?  He  was  homely  in  presence — as  an 
actor,  null — as  a  declaimer,  capricious,  negligent, 
and  unsatisfying  :  and  yet  on  the  stage  he  was  al- 
ways acceptable,  because  of  the  passion,  and 
wrath,  and  tenderness,  and  wondrous  artistic  finish 
of  his  singing,  when  he  chose  to  put  them  forth. 
His  unquestioned  and  universal  popularity  has 
explained  to  us  the  well-known  reply  of  Madame 
Mara  who,  to  some  one  reproaching  her  with  her 
motionlessness,  as  Queen  Rodelinda,  replied, 
"  Would  you  have  me  sing  with  my  arms  and 
legs  ?  What  I  cannot  do  with  my  voice,  I  i^ill 
not  do  at  all." 

As  a  man,  Rubini  was  singularly  insipid, — a 
certain  bonhommie  of  manner  with  which  his  idola- 
tors  were  fain  to  content  themselves,  being  accom- 
panied by  a  quiet  parsimonious  love  of  money, 
such  as  is  not  the  rule  among  the  opera  queens 

and  kings   of    Italy His   brightest   years 

were  those  divided  betwixt  London  and  Paris, 
when  he  formed  one  of  the  quartet  with  Madame 
Grisi,  Signori  Lablache  and  Tamburini ;  his  most 
lucrative  professional  days  were  possibly  those 
last  ones  spent  in  St.  Petersburgh,  where  H.  M. 
the  Czar,  to  do  him  honor,  made  him  Colonel  of 
a  regiment.  He  married,  many  years,  ago,  Mdlle. 
Chomel,  a  French  lady,  who  sang  in  the  Italian 
Opera  houses  as  La  Comelli.  We  believe  that 
he  has  left  no  family,  nor  any  pupils,  on  whom  a 
small  part  even  of  his  mantel  can  have  fallen. 
The  fortune  he  is  understood  to  have  amassed  is 
possibly  the  largest,  till  now,  gathered  by  a  tenor. 
— London  Athenmum,  March  18. 


The  Pro  and  Con  of  Music. 

I.  The  following  quaint  heresy  is  from  old 
Roger  Ascham's  "  Scholemaster  "  (1563). 

"  Whatsoever  ye  judge,  this  I  am  sure,  that 
Lutes,  Harps,  Barbitons,  Sambukes,  with  other 
Instruments,  every  one,  which  standeth  by  fine 
and  quick  fingering  be  condemned  of  Aristotle, 
as  not  to  be  brought  in  and  used  among  them 
which  study  for  Learning  and  Virtue.  .  .  .  Much 
Music  Marre  Men^s  Manners,  saith  Galen :  Al- 
though some  Men  will  say  that  it  is  not  so,  but 
rather  recreateth  and  maketh  quick  a  Man's  Mind ; 
yet  methink,  by  reason  it  doth,  as  Honey  to  a 
Man's  Stomach,  which  at  the  first  receiveth  it  well, 
but  afterward  it  maketh  it  unfit  to  abide  any 
strong  nourishing  Meat  or  else  any  wholesom 
sharp  and  quick  drink.  And  even  so  in  a  manner 
these  Instruments  make  a  man's  Wit  so  soft  and 
smooth,  so  tender  and  quaisy,  that  they  be  less  able 
to  brook  strong  and  tough  Study.  Wits  be  not 
sharpened  but  rather  dulled,  and  made  blunt  with 
such  sweet  Softness,  even  as  good  Edges  be 
blunted,  which  Men  whet  upon  soft  Chalk  Stones." 

II.  The  above  is  aptly  met  by  the  folloTving 
testimony  of  Dr.  Martin  Luthek,  givep  at  the 
end  of  the  Mildheim  Song-Book : 

"  There  is  no  doubt  that  many  seeds  of  noble 
virtues  are  to  be  found  in  such  soals  as  are  touch- 
ed by  music ;  but  those  who  have  no  feeling  for 
it,  I  hold  them  to  be  like  stocks  and  stones. 
Whoso  despises  music,  as  all  fanatics  do  with  him 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC, 


I  am  not  pleased.  For  music  is  a  gift  of  God, 
not  an  invention  of  man.  It  drives  away  the 
devil,  and  makes  people  cheerful.  Then  they 
forget  all  wrath,  impurity,  pride,  and  other  vices. 
After  theology,  I  give  music  the  next  place,  and 
highest  honor ;  and  we  see  how  David  and  all 
saints  have  uttered  their  devout  thoughts  in  verse, 
rhyme,  and  song.  Music  I  have  always  held 
dear.  He  who  is  cunning  at  his  art,  is  of  a  good 
sort,  apt  for  every  thing.  We  must  of  necessity 
maintain  music  in  the  schools :  a  school-master 
must  be  able  to  sing, — otherwise  I  do  not  look  at 
him." 


For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 
A  TRUE  STORY. 

[I  send  you  a  little  sketch.  I  cannot  pretend  to  call  it 
a  poem — for  which,  if  you  think  it  good  enough,  and 
consider  it  appropriate  for  your  Journal,  you  may  per- 
haps find  a  place  in  your  columns.  The  sad,  touching 
simplicity  of  the  story  may  hide  the  rough  frame  in  which 
it  is  set.  It  made  so  deep  an  impression  upon  me  when 
it  was  told  me  by  a  friend  in  Germany — an  eye-witness 
to  the  scene  of  expectation — that  I  think  it  can  hardly 
fail  to  interest  you  and  some  of  your  readere.] 

They  loved,  and  e'en  had  fixed- the  blessed  hour 
That  should  forever  give  them  to  each  other; 
But  ere  it  came,  some  nameless  evil  chance 
Did  step  between,  and  cut  the  slender  thread 
Of  human  happiness.    They  parted  on  the  day 
Appointed  for  their  marriage — parted  not  in  anger, 
But  with  a  sad  weight  on  their  hearts,  and  promised 
To  write  at  intervals:  he  from  far  distant  climes. 
Towards  which  he  bent  his  steps,  she  from  the  home 
Where  she  had  lived  since  childhood,  and  where  still 
By  the  unchanging  current  of  domestic  life 
She  would  be  borne  on  slowly. 

Years  passed  by. 
Bringing  each  one  its  gifts  of  joy  and  sorrow, 
Till  well  nigh  half  a  century  had  gathered 
Its  snows  upon  their  heads.    They  had  lived  on. 
Hardly  resigned,  at  first,  to  a  communion 
So  cold ;  but,  in  the  end,  content  with  it  from  habit. 
Their  hearts  were  still  unchanged,  nor  had  they  given 
Their  hands  to  those  who  could  not  win  their  love. 
She  had  completed  her  allotted  time 
Of  three  score  years  and  ten.    I  saw  her  then, 
Upon  a  day  when,  from  his  latest  missive. 
She  knew  that  she  should  see  him  once  again. 
Clad  in  her  choicest  garments,  that  had  lain 
Untouched  for  many  a  day,  and  with  a  care 
She  had  not  thought  of  since  her  girlhood's  years. 
She  moved  abouf^the'room,  arranging  everything 
Full  ten  times  o'er,  to  hide  the  restlessness 
Of  expectation.    There  was  in  her  face 
A  look  that  spoke  the  purified  love  within  her, 
And  how  her  heart  was  throbbing  with  a  joy 
So  strange  to  it  since  that  sad,  dreary  season ! 
How  clearly  had  that  glad  intelligence 
Brought  back  the  days  of  youth  before  her  mind, 
Shone  round  by  Memory  with  a  dazzling  halo 
That  brightened  e'en  the  darkest  spots ! 

The  day  wore  on,     * 
And  still  her  hope  was  unfulfilled.    From  time  to  time 
She  would  approach  the  window,  and  gaze  from  it 
Until  she  found  a  new  excuse  for  his  delay. 
Nor  would  mistrust  his  coming,  e'en  in  thought. 

But  he  came  not —  1    A  trifling  obstacle 
Had  caused  delay  till  it  was  not  convenient — 
Old,  feeble  as  he  was,  he  thought  of  it 
Once,  twice  again,  and  then — no  more ! 

This  blighted  hope, 
It  was  her  last,  her  saddest  disappointment; 
She  did  not  murmur,  but,  from  day  to  day, 
Qrew  weaker  and  more  silent,  till,  one  evening, 
Her  poor,  tried  heart  went  homeward  with  the  sun ! 
New  Turk,  April  8.  u.  A.  K. 
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Great  Mtisical  Work. — We  find  the  fol- 
lowing in  the  Lo-adon  AtJienceum  (Feb.  18)  : 

There  is  an  account  in  this  week's  Gazette  Mu- 
sicale  cf  the  first  volume  of  a  vast  publication 


devoted  to  Catholic  music,  by  the  Canon  Proschke, 
of  Ratisbon.  To  judge  from  the  minute  specifi- 
cation and  analysis,  the  work  is  alike  interesting, 
valuable,  and  cheap, — since  the  volume  aforesaid 
contains  twelve  Masses  for  four  voices,  published 
in  score  and  with  separate  parts,  amounting  to 
upwards  of  800  pages,  for  the  price  of  only  fifteen 
francs.  M.  Fetis  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  a 
Requiem,  by  Pitoni,  which  closes  the  volume.  In 
his  '  Biographie,'  M.  Fetis  has  also  spoken  of  this 
little-known  Italian  master  of  the  seventeenth 
ceotury  in  a  manner  to  make  us  dwell  on  his  name 
ex  proposito.  To  return  to  the  work  of  the  Canon 
Proschke, — its  only  fault  would  seem  to  lie  in  its 
purposed  scale,  which  is  of  an  amplitude  and  ex- 
tent almost  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  its  being 
completed,  especially  in  German  hand. 


[From  Hogarth's  "  Memoirs  of  tlie  Musical  Drama."] 

Marcello's  Satire. 

In  the  year  1720,  there  appeared  a  satirical 
work  of  Benedetto  Marcello,  the  celebrated  au- 
thor of  the  Psalms,  which  gives  a  lively  picture 
of  the  musical  drama  at  that  period.  Marcello 
was  a  Venetian  nobleman,  still  more  distinguished 
by  his  genius  and  various  accomplishments  than 
by  his  rank.  Besides  his  great  sacred  work, 
which  has  rendered  his  name  illustrious,  he  wrote 
the  poetry  and  music  of  several  operas,  besides 
sonnets  and  other  lyrical  pieces.  His  book, 
which  we  have  just  mentioned,  is  called  U  Tea- 
tro  alia  moda,  and  is  a  curious  satire  on  the  man- 
ners as  well  as  the  music  of  the  time.  It  is  de- 
scribed in  the  title-page  as  being  "  an  easy  and 
sure  method  of  composing  and  performing  Italian 
operas  in  the  modern  fashion  ;  "  and  professes  to 
give  useful  and  necessary  advice  to  poets,  com- 
posers, singers,  managers,  orchestra-players,  ma- 
chinists, scene-painters,  prompters,  copyists,  the 
actresses'  mothers  and  pi-otectors,  and  other  per- 
sons belonging  to  the  theatre.  A  few  of  these 
ironical  counsels  will  give  an  idea  of  the  whole. 

The  author  begins  by  telling  the  poet,  that 
there  is  no  occasion  for  his  reading,  or  having 
read,  the  old  Greek  and  Latin  authors :  for  this 
reason,  that  the  ancients  never  read  any  of  the 
works  of  the  moderns.  Pie  will  not  ask  any 
questions  about  the  ability  of  the  performers,  but 
will  rather  inquire  whether  the  theatre  is  pro- 
vided with  a  good  bear,  a  good  lion,  a  good  night- 
ingale, good  thunder,  lightning,  and  earthquakes. 
He  will  introduce  a  magnificent  show  in  his  last 
scene,  and  conclude  with  the  usual  chorus  in 
honor  of  the  sun,  the  moon,  or  the  manager.  In 
dedicating  his  libretto  to  some  great  personage,  he 
will  select  him  for  his  riches  rather  than  his  learn- 
ing, and  will  give  a  share  of  the  gratuity  to  his 
patron's  cook,  or  maitre  d'hStel,  from  whom  he 
will  obtain  all  his  titles,  that  he  may  blazon  them 
on  his  title-pages,  with  an  &c.  &c.  He  will  exalt 
the  great  man's  family  and  ancestors ;  make  an 
abundant  use  of  such  phrases  as  liberality,  and 
generosity  of  soul ;  and  if  he  cannot  find  any 
subject  of  eulogy,  (as  is  often  the  case,)  he  will 
say,  that  he  is  silent  through  fear  of  hurting  his 
patron's  modesty,  but  that  Fame,  with  her  hun- 
dred brazen  trumpets,  will  spread  his  immortal 
name  from  pole  to  pole.  He  will  do  well  to  pro- 
test to  the  reader  that  his  opera  was  composed  in 
his  youth,  and  may  add  that  it  was  written  in  a 
few  days :  by  this  he  will  show  that  he  is  a  true 
7nodern,  and  has  a  proper  contempt  for  the  anti- 
quated precept,  nonumque  prematur  in  annum. 
He  may  add,  too,  that  he  became  a  poet  solely  for 
his  amusement,  and  to  divert  his  mind  from 
graver  occupations :  but  that  he  had  published 
his  work  by  the  advice  of  his  friends  and  the 
command  of  his  patron,  and  by  no  means  from 
any  love  of  praise  or  desire  of  profit.  He  will 
take  care  not  to  neglect  the  usual  explanation  of 
the  three  great  points  of  every  drama,  the  place, 
time,  and  action  ;  the  place  signifying  in  such-and- 
such  a  theatre ;  the  time,  from  eight  to  twelve 
o'clock  at  night ;  the  action,  the  ruin  of  the  man- 
ager. The  incidents  of  the  piece  should  consist 
of  dungeons,  daggers,  poison,  boar-hunts,  earth- 
quakes, sacrifices,  madness,  and  so  forth ;  because 
the  people  are  always  greatly  moved  by  such  un- 
expected things.     A  good  modern  poet  ought  to 


know  nothing  about  music,  because  the  ancients, 
according  to  Strabo,  Pliny,  &c.,  thought  this 
knowledge  necessary.  At  the  rehearsals  he 
should  never  tell  his  meaning  to  any  of  the  per- 
formers, wisely  reflecting  that  they  always  want 
to  do  every  thing  in  their  own  way.  If  a  hus- 
band and  wife  are  discovered  in  prison,  and  one 
of  them  is  led  away  to  die,  it  is  indispensable 
that  the  other  remain  to  sing  an  air,  which  should 
be  to  lively  words,  to  relieve  the  feelings  of  the 
audience,  and  make  them  understand  that  the 
whole  affair  is  a  joke.  If  two'  of  the  characters 
make  love,  or  plot  a  conspiracy,  it  should  always 
be  in  the  presence  of  servants  and  attendants. 
The  part  of  a  father,  or  a  tyrant,  when  it  is  the 
principal  character,  should  always  be  given  to  a 
soprano ;  reserving  the  tenors  and  basses  for  cap- 
tains of  the  guard,  confidants,  shepherds,  messen- 
gers, and  so  forth. 

The  modern  composer  is  told  that  there  is  no 
occasion  for  his  being  master  of  the  principles  of 
composition  ;  a  little  practice  being  all  that  is 
necessary.  He  needs  not  know  any  thing  of 
poetry,  or  give  himself  any  trouble  about  the 
meaning  of  the  words,  or  even  the  quantities  of 
the  syllables.  Neither  is  it  necessary  that  he 
should  study  the  -properties  of  the  stringed  or 
wind  instruments ;  if  he  can  play  on  the  harpsi- 
chord, it  will  do  very  well.  It  will,  however,  be 
not  amiss  for  him  to  have  been  for  some  years  a 
violin  player,  or  music-copier  for  some  celebrated 
composer,  whose  original  scenes  he  may  treasure 
up,  and  thus  supply  himself  with  subjects  for  his 
airs,  recitatives,  or  choruses.  He  will  by  no 
means  think  of  reading  the  opera  through,  but 
will  compose  it  line  by  line ;  using,  for  the  airs, 
molioi  which  he  has  lying  by  him :  and  if  the 
words  do  not  go  well  below  the  notes,  he  will 
torment  the  poet  till  they  are  altered  to  his  mind. 
When  the  singer  comes  to  a  cadence,  the  com- 
poser will  make  all  the  instruments  stop,  leaving 
it  to  the  singer  to  do  whatever  he  pleases.  He 
will  serve  the  manager  on  very  low  terms,  con- 
sidering the  thousands  of  crowns  that  the  singers 
cost  him : — he  will  therefore  content  himself  with 
an  inferior  salary  to  the  lowest  of  these,  provided 
that  he  is  not  wronged  by  the  bear,  the  attend- 
ants, or  the  scene-shifters,  being  put  above  him. 
When  he  is  walking  with  the  singers,  he  will 
always  give  them  the  wall,  keep  his  hat  in  his 
hand,  and  remain  a  step  in  the  rear ;  considering 
that  the  lowest  of  them,  on  the  stage,  is  at  least 
a  general,  a  captain  of  the  guards,  or  some  such 
personage.  All  the  airs  should  be  formed  of  the 
same  materials — long  divisions,  holding  notes,  and 
repetitions  of  insignificant  words,  as  amore  amore, 
impero  impero,  Europa  Europa,  furori  furori, 
orgofflio  orgoglio,  &c.,  &c., ;  and  therefore  the 
composer  should  have  before  him  a  memorandum 
of  the  things  necessary  for  the  termination  of 
every  air.  This  will  enable  him  to  eschew  vari- 
ety, which  is  no  longer  in  use.  After  ending  a 
recitative  in  a  flat  key,  he  will  suddenly  begin  an 
air  in  three  or  four  sharps ;  and  this  by_  way  of 
novelty.  If  the  modern  composer  wishes  to 
write  in  four  parts,  two  of  them  must  proceed  in 
unison  or  octave,  only  taking  care  that  there 
shall  be  a  diversity  of  movement ;  so  that  if  the 
one  part  proceeds  by  minims  or  crotchets,  the 
other  will  be  in  quavers  or  semiquavers.  He 
will  charm  the  audience  with  airs  accompanied 
by  the  instrument  pi'jiieato  or  con  sordini,  trum- 
pets,  and  other  effective  contrivances.  He  will 
not  compose  airs  with  a  single  bass  accompani- 
ment, because  this  is  no  longer  the  custom  ;  and, 
besides,  he  would  take  as  much  time  to  compose 
one  of  these  as  a  dozen  with  the  orchestra.  The 
modern  composer  will  oblige  the  manager  to 
furnish  him  with  a  large  orchestra  of  violins, 
oboes,  horns,  &o.,  saving  him  rather  the  expense 
of  double  basses,  of  wWch  there  is  no  occasion  to 
make  any  use,  except  in  tuning  at  the  outset. 
The  overture  will  be  a  movement  in  the  French 
style,  or  a  prestissimo  in  semiquavers  in  a  major 
key,  to  which  will  succeed  a  piano  in  the  minor ; 
concluding  with  a  minuet,  gavot,  or  jig,  again 
in  the  major  key.  In  this  manner  the  composer 
will  avoid  all  fugues,  syncopations,  and  treatment 
of  subjects,  as  being  antiquated  contrivances, 
quite  banished  from  modern  music.     The  modern 
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composer  -will  be  most  attentive  to  all  the  ladies 
of  the  theatre,  supplying  them  with  plenty  of  old 
songs  transposed  to  suit  their  voi(;es,  and  telling 
each  of  them  that  the  opera  was  supported  by 
her  talent  alone.  He  will  bring  every  night  some 
of  his  friends,  and  seat  them  in  the  orchestra; 
giving  the  double  bass  or  violoncello  (as  being 
the  most  useless  instruments)  leave  of  absence  to 
make  room  for  them. 

The  singer  is  informed  that  there  is  no  occasion 
for  having  practised  the  solfeggio;  because  he 
would  thus  be  in  danger  of  acquiring  a  firm 
voice,  just  intonation,  and  the  power  of  singing 
in  tune  ;  things  wholly  useless  in  modern  music. 
Nor  is  it  very  necessary  that  he  should  be  able  to 
read  or  write,  know  how  to  pronounce  the  words 
or  understand  their  meaning,  provided  he  can 
run  divisions,  make  shakes,  cadences,  &c.  He 
will  always  complain  of  his  part,  saying  that  it  is 
not  in  his  way,  that  the  airs  are  not  in  his  style, 
and  so  on  :  and  he  will  sing  an  air  by  some  other 
composer,  protesting  that  at  such  a  court,  or  in 
the  presence  of  such  a  great  personage,  that  air 
carried  away  all  the  applause,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  repeat  it  a  dozen  times  in  an  evening.  At 
the  rehearsals  he  will  merely  hum  his  airs,  and 
will  insist  on  having  the  time  in  his  own  way. 
He  will  stand  with  one  hand  in  his  waistcoat  arid 
the  other  in  his  breeches  pocket,  and  take  care 
not  to  allow  a  sjdlable  to  be  heard.  He  will  al- 
ways keep  his  hat  on  his  head,  though  a  person 
of  quality  should  speak  to  him,  in  order  to  avoid 
catching  cold :  and  he  will  not  bow  his  head  to 
any  body,  remembering  the  kings,  princes,  and 
emperors,  whom  he  is  in  the  habit  of  personating. 
On  the  stage  he  will  sing  with  shut  teeth,  doing 
all  he  can  to  prevent  a  word  he  says  from  being 
understood,  and,  in  the  recitatives,  paying  no  re- 
spect either  to  commas  or  periods.  While  an- 
other performer  is  reciting  a  soliloquy,  or  singing 
an  air,  he  will  be  saluting  the  company  in  the 
boxes,  or  tittering  with  musicians  in  the  orchestra, 
or  the  attendants ;  because  the  audience  knows 
very  well  that  he  is  Signer  So-and-so,  the  musico, 
and  not  Prince  Zoroastro,  whom  he  is  represent- 
ing. A  modern  virtuoso  will  be  hard  to  prevail 
on  to  sing  at  a  private  party.  "When  he  arrives, 
he  will  walk  up  to  the  mirror,  settle  his  wig,  draw 
down  his  ruffles,  and  pull  up  his  cravat  to  show 
his  diamond  brooch.  He  will  then  touch  the 
harpsichord  very  carelessly,  and  begin  his  air 
three  or  four  times,  as  if  he  could  not  recollect  it. 
Having  granted  this  great  favor,  he  will  begin 
talking  (by  way  of  gathering  applause)  with 
some  lady,  telling  her  stories  about  his  travels, 
correspondence,  and  professional  intrigues ;  all 
the  while  ogling  his  companion  with  passionate 
glances,  and  throwing  back  the  curls  of  his  pe- 
ruke, sometimes  on  one  shoulder,  sometimes  on 
the  other.  He  will  every  minute  offer  the  lady 
snuif  in  a  different  box,  in  one  of  which  he  will 
point  out  his  own  portrait ;  and  will  show  her 
some  magnificent  diamond,  the  gift  of  a  distin- 
guished patron,  saying  that  he  would  offer  it  for 
her  acceptance  were  it  not  for  delicacy.  Thus 
he  will  perhaps  make  an  impression  on  her  heart, 
and,  at  all  events,  make  a  great  figure  in  the 
eyes  of  the  company.  In  the  society  of  literary 
men,  however  eminent,  he  will  always  take  pre- 
cedence, because,  with  most  people,  the  singer 
has  the  credit  of  being  an  artist,  while  the  literary 
man  has  no  consideration  at  all.  He  will  even 
advise  them  to  embrace  his  profession,  as  the 
singer  has  plenty  of  money  as  well  as  fame,  while 
the  man  of  letters  is  very  apt  to  die  of  hunger. 
[Conclusion  next  week.] 
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That  Complimentary  Concert. 

The  Benefit  which  some  leading  musical  artists 
and  friends  of  music  in  our  city  were  prompted,  of 
their  own  good  will  and  sense  of  fitness,  to  give 
for  this  Journal,  came  off  on  Friday  evening  of 


last  week,  and  was  in  every  way  successful,  and 
most  gratifying,  both  to  the  parent  and  guardian 
of  said  Journal,  and  to  all  in  any  way  concerned, 
if  only  as  listeners  to  the  admirable  music  then 
discoursed. 

The  plan  sprang  from  the  spontaneous  im- 
pulse of  the  artists,  who  wished  in  this  way  to 
express  their  sense  of  a  common  responsibility,  as 
artists,  for  the  success  of  an  independent,  high- 
toned  Journal,  dedicated  to  high  Art.  They  said  : 
"  We  look  upon  the  Journal  of  Music  as  an  in- 
stitution,  which  it  is  the  interest  and  duty  of  all 
artists  to  sustain.  We  owe  it  a  debt,  for  mediat- 
ing between  us  and  the  public,  and  laboring  to 
raise  that  public  to  a  fuller  appreciation  of  the 
things  we  do  from  our  own  hearts  and  for  the  love 
of  Art,  rather  than  for  the  praise  and  money  of 
the  crowd.  We  know  enough,  too,  of  the  world 
to  know,  that,  in  the  nature  of  things,  a  musical 
Journal  conducted  on  such  principles  as  yours, 
though  sure  of  fair  success  in  the  long  run,  and 
not  without  encouragement  thus  far,  cannot  in 
times  like  these  remunerate  its  editor  according  to 
his  labors.  We  artists  would  sustain  it,  as  in  some 
sense  our  common  Organ  ;  as  we  would  a  Temple, 
or  an  Academy  for  Music,  as  one  of  the  puulic 
instrumentalities  for  the  due  furtherance  of  our 
Art." — So  spake  the  artists,  and  how  could  we 
interpose  the  least  let  or  hindrance  to  the  acting 
out  of  such  a  noble  impulse !  Verily,  if  one 
"  casts  his  bread  upon  the  waters,  he  shall  find  it 
after  many  days !" 

The  music-friends  responded  readily  to  these 
views  of  the  artists,  and  together  they  devised 
and  carried  out  with  admirable  tact  and  energy,  a 
Chamber  Concert,  as  the  most  practicable  and  not 
the  less  acceptable  to  our  own  peculiar  tastes. 
Their  appeal  first  met  the  public  in  the  shape  of 
the  Call,  with  influential  names  appended,  which 
we  copied  in  our  last.  The  music-loving  public 
also  cheerfully  responded,  and  the  result  was  a 
concert  which  was  not  only  a  most  graceful  com- 
pliment and  warm  word  of  encouragement,  the 
sincerity  of  which  we  could  not  possibly  mistake, 
but  even  (to  the  extent  possible  in  such  a  concert) 
a  substantial  benefit.  The  lower  Music  Hall,  or 
"  Lecture  Room,"  was  very  nearly  filled  by  about 
eight  hundred  people ; — such  an  audience  in  char- 
acter and  numbers  as  our  good  city  had  not  seen 
before  at  any  Chamber  Concert.  All  parties,  all 
opinions  met  there  in  the  persons  of  their  noblest 
representatives,  and  in  such  social,  cheerful  har- 
mony, that  it  did  seem  as  if  then  and  there  were 
realized  the  proper  mission  of  all  Art,  as  the  uni- 
versal speech  and  mediator  among  men.  Such 
an  assembly  was  honorable  to  this  community,  as 
an  act  of  true  respect  and  loyalty  to  Art.  That 
our  humble  Journal  chanced  to  furnish  the  imme- 
diate occasion, — a  small  matter,  surely,  in  itself, — 
should  not  impair  in  the  least  the  value  and  sig- 
nificance of  such  a  scene.  We  can  say  all  this 
about  it,  with  entire  propriety,  since  it  was  plainly 
something  more  than  any  personal  regard  that 
gave  the  tone  and  sentiment  to  that  audience ; 
and  we  could  sit  in  it,  like  any  other  listener, 
happy  to  feel  in  the  company  of  those  who  rever- 
enced Art  as  we  did, — happy  and  encouraged  to 
know  that  even  the  humblest  efforts  in  the  right 
direction  thus  find  sympathizing  friends  and  feilow 
workers. 

One  of  the  pleasantest  features  of  the  concert 
was  the  composition  of  the  artist  company  who 
gave  it.    Not  without  a  certain  thrill  of  pride  and 


pleasure  did  we  see  this  occasion  uniting  our 
friends  of  the  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club 
with  the  leaders  of  the  Gekmania  and  Otto 
DitESEL,  upon  one  common  ground,  and  our 
sweet  singer,  Mlle.  Lehmann,  once  more  co- 
perating  with  her  artistic  brothers  of  the  former 
year.  Each  seemed  to  sing  and  play  the  better 
and  the  heartier  from  this  sense  of  union.  It 
seemed  to  set  the  crown  of  reconciliation  upon 
an  hour  in  all  respects  so  pleasant. 

The  programme,  which  these  artists  had  ar- 
ranged, was  a  tastefully  combined,  significant 
bouquet  of  choice  flowers  of  chamber  composi- 
tion. Our  readers  have  all  seen  it,  but  it  seems 
well  that  we  record  it  here  : 

PKOGKAMME. 
Part  I. 

1.  Quintet  for  Violins,  Violas  and  Violoncello,  C  major,  Mozart. 

Allegro,  Andante,  Minuetto,  and  Finale. 
Quintette  Cldb. 

2.  Piano  Solos  : — Songs  without  Words Mendelssohn. 

Adagio  and  Etude, Chopin. 

Otto  Dresel. 

3.  Songs ; — "  Lonely  I  wander," Swedish  Melody. 

"  Auf  Fliigeln  des  Gesanges," Mendelssohn. 

Miss  Caroline  Lebmann. 

4.  Trio  for  Piano,  Violin  and  Violoncello,  B  flat,.. .  -Beethoven. 

Allegro  moderate.  Scherzo,  Adagio,  and  Finale. 
Otto  Dresel,  Wm.  Scholtze,  and  Gael  Bergmann. 

Part  II. 

5.  Adagio  and  Scherzo  from  the  Quartet  in  E  minor, 

Mendelssohn. 
QoiNTETTE  Cldb. 

6.  Songs; — Ave  Maria, R.  Franz. 

"  Spring  is  coming," Schumann. 

Miss  Caroline  Lehmann. 

7.  Finale  from  the  First  Trio  for  Piano,  Violin,  and 

Violoncello, Mendelssohn. 

Otto  Dresel,  Wm.  Schtjltze,  and  Carl  Berqmann. 

We  have  the  sympathy  of  that  large  and  ap- 
preciative audience,  we  are  sure,  in  saying  that  a 
better  programme,  or  one  better  rendered,  is  not 
in  the  memory  of  our  chamber  concert  goers. 
"  Was  it  not  a  beautiful  concert !"  "  Yes,  the  con- 
cert of  the  season  !"  were  expressions  one  might 
hear  among  the  delighted  listeners  as  they  flocked 
out.  The  programme,  as  above  given,  suffered 
some  change  in  the  fulfilment.  The  sickness  of 
our  friend  Riha,  compelled  the  Mendelssohn 
Club  to  abandon  the  Quintet  by  Mozart,  for  which 
they  gave  a  capital  substitute  in  the  same  com- 
poser's favorite  Quartet  in  E  flat.  Miss  Leh- 
mann, too,  who  sang  her  first  songs  charmingly, 
and  who  never  looked  so  well,  found  her  throat 
so  much  afiected  by  the  accidental  leaking  of  gas 
in  her  retiring  room,  that  she  was  unwillingly 
obliged  to  be  excused  from  singing  in  the  second 
part.  In  lieu  of  the  songs,  a  larger  portion  of  the 
Mendelssohn  Trio  was  performed  for  the  last  piece. 
Perhaps  we  shall  not  get  credit  for  impartial 
hearing,  under  the  circumstances — but  it  is  strong- 
ly our  conviction  that  all  parties  played  their 
best  on  that  occasion.  That  Andante  of  Men- 
delssohn, as  performed  by  Messrs.  A.  &  W.  Fries, 
Krebs  and  Rtan,  was  as  fine  a  piece  of  quartet- 
playing  as  we  ever  care  to  listen  to.  Mr.  Dresel 
was  greeted  with  a  spontaneous  and  fervent  wel- 
come, when  he  took  his  seat  at  the  piano,  and  his 
exquisitely  expressive  rendering  of  the  two  Songs 
without  Words  by  Mendelssohn  (the  "  Duet"  and 
"  Spring  Song"),  the  striking  Etude  by  Ferdi- 
nand Hiller,  the  Adagio  from  a  Concerto  and  the 
Etude  by  Chopin,  held  the  audience  in  hushed 
delight ;  indeed  we  know  of  more  than  one  ad- 
verse prejudice  that  owned  itself  melted  away  by 
that  performance.  But  the  great  triumph  of  the 
evenin"  was  the  Beethoven  Trio,  which  was 
o-loriously  given,  and  created  a  profound  sensa- 
tion. We  verily  believe  a  large  vote  could  have 
been  got  for  the  repetition  of   it  all.    Messrs. 
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Bergmann,  Schultzb  and  Deesel  have  iden- 
tified themselves  with  its  inspiring  recollection  in 
the  minds  of  all  that  audience. 

To  all  these  artists,  and  to  all  who  helped  them 
do  this  thing,  we  hereby  tender  (though  we  know 
it  is  superfluous)  our  heart-felt  thanks.  That 
man  is  surely  our  best  benefactor  who  actively 
responds  to  our  attempts  to  do  our  duty  to  a  cause 
we  reverence  and  love,  as  we  do  that  of  Music. 
Personally,  such  sign  of  approval  from  such  per- 
sons, was  of  course  gratifying.  But  the  greatest 
gratification  was  in  the  fresh  encouragement  it 
gave  us  to  persist  in  the  somewhat  arduous,  and  it 
might  seem  (but  for  such  tokens)  thankless, 
course  on  which  we  have  managed  to  walk  up- 
right now  for  these  two  years.  We  started  on 
the  presumption  that  the  high  and  honest  course 
would  in  the  long  run  command  the  best  support 
for  an  Art  Journal ;  and  this  pleasant  concert 
proved  that  we  had  not  presumed  too  much. 
Our  Journal  is  by  no  means  all  it  should  be,  or 
all  we  designed  to  make  it ;  but  since  the  will  has 
been  so  generously  taken  for  the  deed,  we  feel 
new  hope,  new  resolution  that  the  deed  shall  fol- 
low. The  Concert  was  certainly  a  benefit.  Its 
"  material  aid  and  comfort"  we  accept  as  some- 
thing not  to  be  despised  in  our  days  of  small 
things.  Yet  the  Journal  did  not  absolutely  need 
it ;  more  and  more  had  it  come  to  feel  itself  on  a 
firm  footing,  though  its  emoluments  would  fall  far 
short  of  satisfying  a,  fast  man  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  The  real  benefit  is  what  we  have  al- 
ready begun  to  feel  in  the  new  impulse  given  to 
the  public  interest  in  the  paper.  For  us  the 
harder,  yet  the  cheerful,  duty  now  remains  to 
act  up  to  our  opportunities  and  our  endorsers. 


Tie  Farewell  Concert  of  the  Germania 
Musical  Society. 

The  Gcrmanians  have  gone,  marking,  like  the 
migration  of  birds,  the  end  of  the  musical  and 
social  summer,  which  always  coincides  with  na- 
ture's winter.  After  a  crowded  Saturday  after- 
noon Rehearsal,  of  which  the  chief  features  were 
the  entire  instrumental  parts  of  the  "  Midsummer 
Night's  Dream"  music,  and  Cherubini's  overture 
to  "  Medea,"  they  gave  their  Farewell  Concert  in 
the  evening.  There  was  a  large  audience,  but 
not  a  hall  full ; — probably  owing  in  a  great  mea- 
sure to  the  discontinuance  of  the  late  evening 
trains. 

The  old  C  minor  Symphony  was  glorious 
again.  The  only  possible  objection  to  it  was,  that 
it  had  got  to  be  by  far  the  most  familiar  of  all 
symphonies  ;  and  one  naturally  covets  opportuni- 
ties to  know  some  of  the  other  great  things.  We 
doubt  not  that  an  adherence  to  the  first  pro- 
gramme, with  the  Choral  Symphony,  wonld  have 
drawn  quite  as  large  an  audience  and  proved 
more  exciting  to  the  liahitues,  at  least.  But  there 
were  of  course  enough  others  present,  to  whom 
the  Fifth  Symphony  was  still  a  fresh  acquain- 
tance. This  and  the  overture  to  Tannhauser 
were  the  only  purely  orchestral  pieces, — and  cer- 
tainly two  very  noble  ones,  and  nobly  rendered. 

Miss  LEHMANiSf  was  in  fine  voice  and  gave  the 
first  p'irt  of  her  song  from  "  Elijah :"  Hear  ye 
Israel,  with  great  beauty  and  expression, — per- 
haps a  little  two  fast;  the  bolder  strain,  that 
follows,  would  remind  us  of  the  sublime  eflfect 
produced  by  Mme.  Goldschmidt.  This  led  into 
the  refreshing  and  invigorating  chorus :    Be  not 


afraid,  which  was  finely  sung  by  the  Mendels- 
sohn Choeal  Society.  The  softer  and  more 
soothing  chorus :  He,  watching  over  Israel,  was 
also  sung  with  remarkable  unity  and  delicacy  of 
shading. 

Mr.  Zeeeahn's  flute  solo,  in  which  he  took 
for  his  theme  the  so-called  Dernilre  Pensee  of 
Weber,  was  skilful  and  graceful  of  its  kind,  but 
pretty  much  like  all  flute  solos,  coming  amid 
Symphonies,  and  Tannhausers,  and  Hallelujahs. 

Mr.  Robert  Heller's  piano-forte  fantasia, 
with  a  coda  from  De  Meyer,  was  rather  a  feeble 
preparation  for  the  great  final  full  chord,  the 
"  Hallelujah  "  chorus  from  the  "  Messiah."  But 
that  put  a  grand  conclusion  to  the  evening ;  and 
the  concert,  as  a  whole,  was  certainly  a  very  rich 
one,  and  left  all  feeling  that  the  Germanians  will 
be  indispensable  to  life  in  Boston  the  next  winter. 

They  have  given  us  an  incredible  amount  of 
good  music  this  past  winter,  which  we  shall  take 
time  to  sum  up  in  detail.  We  are  sorry  to  learn 
that,  in  spite  of  apparently  very  large  audiences, 
they  have  not  reaped  so  much  pecuniary  profit 
as  last  year.  This  we  regard  only  as  a  tempo- 
rary fluctuation,  mainly  due  to  a  multitude  of 
accidental  causes ;  but  partly,  too,  we  fear,  to 
the  reduction  of  the  number  of  the  orchestra 
from  the  scale  with  which  the  season  was  com- 
menced. Another  year  we  trust  they  will  spend 
less  on  questionable  attractions  and  superfluous 
advertising,  and  more  on  the  enlargement  of  the 
orchestral  proportions. 

The  Germanians  are  wandering  off  on  pretty 
nearly  their  last  summer's  route ;  first  to  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore,  and  Washington ;  then  to 
Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  St.  Louis,  Chi- 
cago, Cleveland,  Buffalo,  &c.;  then,  if  not  too  hot, 
to  Canada ;  then  by  the  middle  of  July  to  their 
old  quarters  at  Newport;  and  in  the  Autumn 
again,  we  doubt  not,  we  shall  see  them  in 
full  force  and  ready  for  another  glorious  concert 
season  here  in  Boston.  Success  go  with  them, 
and  return  with  them  ! 


Musical  Eeview. 

Beethoven,  Sonata  for  the  Piano,  Op.  101,  in  A.  (Oliver 
Ditson.) 

This  forms  the  twenty-eighth  in  order  of  the  com- 
plete series  of  Beethoven's  Sonatas,  now  in  course 
of  publication.  They  have  been  issued  in  the  order 
of  their  dates  of  composition,  and  with  this  present 
number  we  already  enter  the  mysterious  and  fitful 
shades  of  the  composer's  latest  period.  Four  more 
only  remain  to  complete  the  series.  If  any  one  doubt 
that  Beethoven's  genius  has  made  itself  deeply  felt 
in  this  community,  let  him  look  at  two  indications 
that  have  casually  turned  up  in  this  and  last  week's 
Journal :  first,  the  programme  of  the  young  ladies' 
festival  in  Dorchester,  and  secondly,  that  formidable 
list  of  reprints  of  Beethoven,  advertised  by  Mr.  Dit- 
son, in  another  column. 

Thalberg.     L'  Art  du  Chant  applique  au  Piano.    No.  1. 
'*  Addaide,^^  de  Beethoven. 

We  have  already  spoken  of  the  merits  and  great 
usefulness  of  this  series  of  song  pieces,  arranged  to 
sing  themselves  in  the  middle  of  the  piano,  while  the 
outermost  fingers  of  both  hands  perform  an  accom- 
paniment above  and  below  the  melody.  This  piano- 
forte translation  of  operatic  and  other  vocal  music 
was  the  invention  of  Thalberg,  and  constitutes  more 
than  anything  else,  perhaps,  the  peculiar  feature  of 
the  so-called  modern  school  of  Thalberg  and  his  fol- 
lowers.   The  Adelaide  was  an  admirable  subject  for 


such  treatment,  and,  like  the  Quatuor  from  IPuritani, 
is  here  quite  successfully  arranged,  the  vocal  melody 
being  brought  into  bolder  relief  to  the  eye  by  larger 
notes  than  the  accompaniments.  It  will  require  some 
practice  and  some  skill  to  execute  it  satisfactorily ; 
but  it  is  a  piece  that  will  reward  practice ;  and  since 
such  skill  is  much  more  easily  purchased  than  a  fine 
tenor  voice,  what  really  enterprising  music-lover  will 
not  learn  to  play  the  Adelaide,  with  the  voice  part 
included  ? 

CzERNT,  Gael.  The  Classical  School  for  the  Plane : 
from  the  works  of  Haydn,  Mozart  and  Beethoven. 
(0.  Ditson.) 

Here  is  a  rich  fund  of  exercises,  easy  as  to  mechani- 
cal requirements,  but  tending  directly  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a  sound  taste,  and  a  discriminating  acquaint- 
ance with  the  styles  of  three  great  masters,  who  more 
than  any  others  are  the  foundation  of  all  our  genial 
piano  music.  The  brochure  now  already  issued  is  the 
No.  2,  and  contains  about  thirty  pages  of  real  gems 
from  the  piano-forte  Sonatas  of  Mozart; — in  all, 
twenty-one  short  extracts ;  generally,  however,  entire 
movements,  such  as  Andantes,  Adagios,  AUegrettos, 
Minuettos,  &c.  They  are  lovely  models  of  style,  and 
will  do  more  to  cultivate  the  taste  and  deepen  and 
refine  the  musical  feeling  of  the  young  student  than 
whole  shops  full  of  the  polkas,  variations  and  fanta- 
sias of  the  day.  When  the  other  two  numbers  are 
published,  one  may  possess  in  a  short  and  practicable 
form  the  essential  distinguishing  characteristics  of 
those  three  great  geniuses. 

Mendelssohn.  Six  Two-Part  Songs,  arranged  for  the 
Piano  by  Otto  Dresel.    (N.  Richardson.) 

We  have  here  the  three  concluding  numbers  of 
this  welcome  series,  whose  commencement  we  have 
already  chronicled.  They  are  No.  4,  "  Autumn  Song  " 
(sad,  bodeful,  agitated) ;  No.  5,  "  0  wert  thou  in  the 
cauld  blast"  (very  Scottish),  and  No.  6,  "The  May- 
bells  and  the  Flowers "  (childlike,  sparkling  with 
happy  fairy  fancies).  The  arrangement  is  very  suc- 
cessful in  preserving  the  spirit  of  the  original,  with- 
out taxing  the  executive  faculties  too  much. 

Southard,   L.  H.    Song:  "No  More."    (N.  Eichard- 

EOU.) 

There  is  not  a  little  beauty  and  pathos  in  the 
melody  of  this,  which  is  a  flowing  Lai-ghetto,  in  nine- 
eight  measure,  and  in  the  melancholy  key  of  B  flat 
minor.  It  is  set,  and  quite  felicitously,  to  words  by 
William  W.  Stokt  :  "  Elow  on,  sad  stream,  unto 
the  sea,"  &c.  The  accompaniment  is  interesting  and 
well  managed,  the  rhythmical  form  appropriate  ;  and 
the  modulation  is  kept  close  to  the  original  key,  as 
befits  the  monotonous  melancholy  of  the  subject. 

Dresel,  0.    Polka,  for  the  Piano.    (N.  Richardson.) 

This  is  not  a  hum-drum  dancing  polka,  but  a  deli- 
cate and  graceful  little  fancy  in  the  polka  rhythm  ; — 
more  like  one  of  those  dream  dances  of  Chopin,  only 
more  sunshiny  and  happy  and  of  this  world.  It  is  a 
charming  production  and  not  in  any  sense  to  be  con- 
founded with  the  importunate  polka  rabble,  that  soUcit 
purchasers  on  all  hands. 


A  Lively  sense  of  Duty! — It  has  been 
told  us,  as  a  literal  fact,  on  good  authority,  that  a 
few  Sundays  since  an  organist,  in  one  of  the  Con- 
necticut river  churches,  gave  out  to  his  choir  the 
"  Prima  Donna  Waltz"  of  JuUien,  adapted  to  the 
well-known  hymn : 

"  A  charge  to  keep  I  have, 

A  God  to  glorify,"  &c. 

Another  appropriation  of  "  the  devil's  music" 
to  legitimate  and  sacred  uses,  after  Whitefield's 
suggestion,  was  noticed  in  a  similar  adaptation  of 
the  song :  "  When  the  swallows  homeward  fly, 
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by  Abt.  Verily  a  congi-egation,  taught  to  regard 
the  singing  of  psalms  as  tbe  great  business  of  life, 
in  this  world,  as  well  as  in  the  world  to  come, 
might  see  a  pleasant  method  of  variety  in  this  in- 
genious invention  of  the  "  fast"  young  organist. 
We  wait  impatiently  for  the  announcement  of  a 
"  new  collection"  from  that  quarter,  for  genius  of 
so  bold  an  order  must  not  hide  its  light  under  a 
bushel.  We  are  not  informed  whether  the  "  pro- 
fessor" be  the  same  who  offered  to  one  of  our 
music-publishers  the  other  day  a  set  of  original 
anthems,  in  one  of  which  there  was  an  animated 
bass  solo  to  the  tune  of  the  cavatina  in  Ernani ! 
Well,  the  old  contrapuntists  borrowed  very  secular 
and  vulgar  airs  for  subjects  to  the  fugues  in  their 
motets  and  masses. 


On  Friday  evening  a  charity  concert  was 
arranged  for  the  benefit  of  Dwicjht's  Journal  of 
Music,  by  some  of  its  admirers. — N.  Y.  Musical 
Review. 

Charity  suggests  a  mis-print  here,  and  that  it 
was  intended  to  read  "  a  chamler  concert." 


That  Beethoven  Festival. — With  pleas- 
ure we  give  place  to  the  following : 

Dorchester,  April  10,  1854. 
Mk.  John  S.  Dwight  : 

Dear  Sir, — May  we  be  allowed  to  correct  the 
error  of  your  correspondent,  who,  in  his  account  to 
you  of  the  "  Double  Feast  of  Beethoven  "  states  it  to 
have  taken  place  "  on  the  occasion  of  the  Anniversary 
of  Beethoven's  birth."  It  was  not  the  anniversary 
of  his  birth  (which  we  are  happy  to  say  we  need  not 
he  reminded  took  place  Dec.  17,  1770)  we  wished  to 
commemorate,  but  of  his  death,  which  all  of  us  know 
occuiTcd  March  26th,  1827,  and  which  suggested  the 
Sonata  in  A  flat,  with  the  Funeral  March,  for  the 
opening.  That  day,  being  the  Sabbath,  we  could  not 
(as,  had  we  been  in  the  glorious  Master's  Vaterland, 
we  most  certainly  should  have  done)  of  course,  de- 
vote ourselves  to  the  Festival ;  it  was,  therefore,  un- 
avoidably postponed  till  our  most  valued  assistant, 
Mr.  Fries,  could  be  present. 

Thanking  you.  Sir,  for  your  appreciation  of  our 

thirst  for  the  true  and  noble  in   the  Divine  Art,  and 

your  correspondent  for  his  interest  in   our  Festival, 

thus  openly  and  most  unexpectedly  evinced,  I  remain 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

One  of  "  the  Beethoven-worshippikg  todnq  ladies." 


Complimentary  Concert  for  Miss  Anna  Stone. 

It  being  understood  that  Miss  Anna  Stone  is 
about  to  remove  to  New  York,  the  undersigned 
cordially  unite  in  offering  her  a  Complimentary 
Concert,  as  an  evidence  of  the  regard  which  is 
entertained  for  this  accomplished  native  vocalist 
by  those  who  have  so  long  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
her  brilliant  voice  alike  in  the  church  and  in  the 
concert  room. 

Thomas  C.  Amoky, 
B.  L.  Clark, 
Edward  Blake, 
Sam'l  H.  Parker,  ' 
J.  S.  Dwight, 


Robert  C.  Winthrop, 
George  Derby, 
Arthur  L.  Payson, 
G.  H.  Shaw, 
Thomas  Lee, 


Richard  S.  Fay,  Frederic  Tudor, 

Chickering  &  Sons,  G.  M.  Dexter. 

Our  citizens  no  doubt  will  cheerfully  respond  to 
the  above.  It  is  understood  that  the  concert  will 
take  place  on  Monday  evening,  the  24th,  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Messrs.  Chickering. 


Eekata. — We  find  several  errors  in  onr  article  last 
week  on  Psalmody.  Among  other  absurdities  the  types 
make  us  speak  of  "  singing  a  hymn  as  a  medium  of  con- 
veying more  sjs(emah"caK!/ and  pleasingly,  the  words,"  &c. 
For  systematically,  read  rhythmically. 


Musical  Intelligence. 

Local. 

The  friends  of  the  Mendelssohn  Quintette 
Club,  who  are  engaged  in  preparing  a  Compli- 
mentary Concert  for  the  Club,  after  the  close  of 
its  excellent  winter's  labors,  request  us  to  state 
that  said  concert  is  postponed  until  after  Passion 
Week.  Due  announcement  will  be  given,  and  we 
trust  it  will  prove  as  rich  a  compliment  as  it  is 
richly  merited. 

The  Germanians  and  Jullien  meet  this  week 
in  Philadelphia,  the  latter  coming  north  from  New 
Orleans.  The  former  society  have  treated  the 
Philadelpbians  to  the  novelty  of  the  Tannhauser 
overture,  and  announced  a  concert  for  every  even- 
ing of  this  week.  Jullien  is  to  give  three  per- 
formances, commencing  with  a  Sacred  Concert  on 
the  evening  of  Good  Friday. 

Opera  Movements. — These  all  centre  still  in  the 
South  West.  Sontag  and  her  company,  including 
Bottesini,  have  departed  from  New  Orleans  to 
Mexico ;  there  to  meet  a  rival  in  the  operatic  troupe 
of  Steffanone,  Salvi,  Badiali  and  Marini. 
Another,  the  De  Vkies  troupe,  with  Aediti,  Lo- 
rini,  Vietti,  &c.,  continue  at  the  St.  Charles  theatre 
in  New  Orleans.-  Signora  Virginia  Whiting 
LoRiNi  is  there  also,  but  not  announced  to  sing.  The 
indefatigable  Ullmann,  Mme.  Sontag's  agent,  is  on 
the  way  to  Europe,  to  engage  new  artists.  It  is  said 
he  hopes  to  bring  back  with  Mm  a  complete  troupe 
for  the  performance  of  English  operas  with  Mme. 
Sontag. 


Master  Paul  Jullien  offers  in  the  New  York 
Tribune  a  reward  of  SIOOO  for  the  recoveiy  of  a  box, 
lost  on  its  conveyance  from  the  steamer  Baltic,  and 
containing  four  violins  of  little  value  to  any  one  ex- 
cept the  owner,  but  endeared  by  many  memories  to 
the  young  artist. 

An  improvement  of  the  Piano  is  now  in  process  of 
perfection  at  the  establishment  of  Messrs.  Andrews  and 
Kobinson,  Fortlaiid,  Me.,  which  must,  we  think,  become 
generally  adopted.  It  is  the  invention  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Cor- 
liss, a,  skillful  workman,  who  has  applied  for  a  patent. 
The  improvement  is  called  a  Swell  Mute,  and  consists  in 
bringing  a  pair  of  cramps  to  act  upon  the  bridge  of  the 
piano,  by  a  pedal,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  complete 
control  of  the  vibration-  By  this  means  the  volume  of 
each  note  may  be  increased  to  an  organ-like  swell,  at 
pleasure.  The  efi'ect  is  very  pleasing,  and  must  give  al- 
most a  new  character  to  Piano-Forte  music. — Portland 
Transcript. 

Salem,  Mass. — The  Concert  by  the  Salem  Academy 
of  Music  on  Fast-day  evenjng,  in  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  was  attended  by  a  large  audience,  and  passed 
off  very  creditably  to  all  concerned.  The  Academy  is  a 
new  Association  formed  last  fall  for  the  encouragement 
of  musical  talent  and  the  elevation  of  the  musical  taste  of 
our  community,  and  this  was  its  second  public  perfonn- 
ance.  Tlie  degree  of  success  attained  thus  far  has  been 
very  flattering  and  the  society  may  well  take  courage 
and  persevere  in  their  exertions  to  institute  a  musical 
association  which  shall  be  worthy  of  the  city  and  of 
those  concerned  in  it,  and  which  shall  exert  a  beneficial 
influence  upon  the  musical  community.  The  choruses 
on  Fast  evening  were  finely  performed — prompt,  spirited 
and  well  balanced,  exhibiting  thorough  drill  and  the 
closest  attention  to  musical  effect.  The  Academy  is 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Wm.  R.  Hubbard,  than  whom 
none  is  better  qualified  to  instruct  and  improve  a  choir. 
The  organist  was  Mr.  B.  J.  Lang,  a  young,  talented  and 
growing  musician.  The  society  numbers  about  100 
members,  and  about  60  formed  the  choir  on  the  above 
evening.  It  contains  many  unusually  good  voices,  and 
the  solos,  duets  and  quartets  on  this  occasion  were  all 
well  executed. — Jissex  Co.  Freeman. 

Foreigll. 

Manchester,  England. — The  N.  Y.  Musical  Review 
has  an  interesting  letter  from  this  city,  from  which  we 
extract  the  following: 

March  17,  1854.  —  Music  and  musical  matters  are 
pretty  lively  here  at  present.  But  we  feel  greatly  the 
loss  of  the  Free  Trade  Hall,  as  there  is  no  other  room  in 
this  city  in  which  concerts  can  be  given  on  a  scale  large 
enough  to  bring  good  musical  performances  within  the 


means  of  the  working  classes.  This  will  be  remedied, 
I  hope,  when  our  now  music  hall  is  erected. 

Early  in  January,  we  had  a  splendid  performance  of 
the  St.  Paul;  and,  in  a  day  or  two,  we  are  to  perform 
Mendelssolm's  First  Walpurcjis  Ni(jht.  We  have  had 
three  rehearsals  for  it,  are  to  have  another  on  the  eve- 
ning before  the  concert.  There  have  also  been  several 
concerts  for  the  performance  of  classical  chamber  music, 
at  which  Charles  Halle  has  been  the  pianist,  assisted 
by  first-rate  artists  from  London.  But  these  concerts 
are,  from  tho  high  price  of  admission,  almost  inaccessi- 
ble to  the  working  classes,  for  whom  I  should  much  like 
to  see  some  standard  musical  entertainments  provided  at 
prices  within  the  reach  of  all.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
I  am  proud  to  see  .signs  of  musical  activity  amongst  the 
working  classes  themselves.  There  are  singing  classes, 
music  meetings,  choral  societies,  &c.,  some  one  of  which 
is  now  to  be  found  in  connection  with  almost  every 
Sabbath-school  and  literary  or  mechanics'  institute 
throughout  these  districts. 

The  music  practiced  and  performed  by  these  societies 
is  almost  all  of  a  standard  character — Handel's  oratorios 
taking  the  lead.  I  think  that,  out  of  nine  concerts  given 
by  these  societies  during  the  last  winter,  at  which  1  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  assisting,  there  were  performed 
Handel's  "  Messiah,"  twice;  "  Judas  Maccabeus,"  "Israel 
in  Egypt,"  and  Haydn's  "  Creation ;"  the  other  concerts 
were  miscellaneous  —  glees,  madrigals,  and  Bishop's 
choruses  being  the  staple  commodities.  It  is  extremely 
cheering  to  see  the  enthusiastic  reception  which  these 
works  receive  from  the  audience. 

I  would  here  state  that  the  teaching  of  singing  classes 
is  now  making  great  progress  amongst  us ;  but  the  bulk 
of  the  teachers  are  much  hampered  by  the  want  of  good 
and  clieap  instruction  books.  We  have  nothing  here 
approaching  the  instructions  given  at  the  commencement 
of  Caniica  Laudls,  Carmina  Sacra,  the  Shawm,  &.c. 

I  am  also  glad  to  see  glee-singing  reviving  in  this  city. 
A  few  years  ago,  this  truly  old  English  style  of  music  had 
almost  fallen  into  disuse ;  but  at  the  present  time  there  is, 
I  believe,  upward  of  a  dozen  glee  clubs  established  in  this 
city.  The  performing  members  meet  weekly  for  practice, 
and  monthly  they  have  a  performance  open  to  subscribers 
and  friends.  A  short  time  ago  one  of  these  societies 
offered  a  prize  for  the  best  cheerful  glee.  The  prize  was 
awarded  to  a  composition  by  the  late  Dr.  Bexfield. 
These  societies  are  mostly  confined  to  the  middle 
classes;  as  the  subscription,  being  from  one  to  three 
guineas  per  annum,  puts  them  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
masses. 


glJiijectisEincnts. 


CHURCH  ORGAN. 

AN  excellent  Church  Organ,  belonging  to  a  Society  in  this 
City,  is  offered  for  sale.  It  has  two  banks  of  keys,  and 
pedal  bass,  and  in  all  twenty-one  stops,  is  in  good  order,  and 
cau  be  deUvered  to  the  purchaser  immediatelv.    Apply  to 

JOSEPH  L,  BATES,  No.  129  Washington  St. 
Apr  15    3t 


VESTRY  SONGS. 

A  COLLECTION  of  Hymns  and  Tunes  for  Sabbath  Schools, 
Social  Meetings,  and  Private  Devotions.    234  pp.,  ISmo., 
full  cloth,  gilt  backs.    Price  33  cents. 

C.  C,  DEAN,    Treas.  Mass.  S.  S.  Society. 
Apr.  16.    4t 


SOPEATTO  AND  BASS. 

A  good  Soprano  and  Bass  are  desirou.'i  of  making  an  engage- 
ment with,  some  Church  Society.  Are  well  acquainted 
with  all  styles  of  Church  Music.  Inquire  of  the  Editor  of  this 
paper.  Apr  1    3t 


A  SOPRANO  WANTED. 

FOR  a  church  in  Savannah,  Ga.  A  good  soprano  singer, 
and  one  who  is  a  good  musician  and  teacher,  would  receive 
a  fair  salary,  and  find  scholars.  For  further  particulars  en- 
quire at  this  of&ce.  March  11  3m. 


Oermania  Serenade  Sand. 

TIIE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E.  TELTOIY,  Agent. 
iil4  tf  30  Fayette  Street. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD. 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 
365  ■Washlagton  Street,  Boston. 

Oct.  16.  3m 

Pianos  and  Melodeons  to  Eet. 

OLIVER  DITSON, 

Music  Dealer,    115  M^ashiiigtoii  St.,    Boston, 

HAS  a  good  variety  of  Piano  Fortes,  Melodeons,  Seraphines 
and  Reed  Organs,  to  let,  for  city  or  country,  on  low  terms. 
If,  within  one  year  from  the  time  of  hiring,  the  party  should 
conclude  to  purchase  the  instrument,  no  charge  will  be  made 
for  rent  of  it,  except  the  interest  on  it3  value.  25  tf 
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GREAT  BOOK  IN  PRESS. 

MOORE'S  ENCYCLOPAEDIA  OF  MUSIC: 

COMPILED  BY  JOHN  VT.  MOORE, 
With  the  assistance  of  other  distinguished  men  in  the  musical 
world.  The  intention  of  tlie  author  is  to  make  a  most  com- 
plete and  thorough  work  of  the  above,  which  will  be  a  desid- 
eratum in  the  world  of  music.  It  will  be  published  in  one 
elegant  Royal  Octavo  volume  of  about  900  pages,  double  col- 
umns, and  will  contain  a  complete 

Dictionary  of  Musical  Terms, 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  SCIETsTCB  OF  MXTSIC, 

from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  on  Harmony  and  Thoroug-h  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  Musical  Instruments,  with  the 
names  of  the  moat  distinguished  makers,  and  a  complete  Musi- 
cal Biography  of  over  three  thousand  of  the  most  distinguished 
Composers  and  Musicians  who  have  ever  lived.  Mr.  Moore  has 
spent  several  years  in  compiling  this  valuable  work.  It  is  now 
going  through  the  press  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S. — The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluable 
to  every  professional  musician,  and  to  every  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring  ;  we  hope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  has 
been  delayed  on  account  of  the  immense  labor  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  the  difficulty  of  stereotyping  a  work  so  full  of  examples. 
The  delay,  however,  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  be $4  00. 

The  price,  bound  in  half  calf,  will  be 4  50. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  &  Co., 
Publishers,  17  and  19  Comhill,  Boston  ; 
JE\VETT,  PROCTOR  &  "WORTHINGTON, 

Cleveland. 
Will  be  for  sale  by  all  the  book  and  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  Feb.  11. 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE  ENTIRE  AND   INIMITABLE  ALLEQOBT   OF 

THE    PILGRim^S    PROGRESSj 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2B0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  Publlslier. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  onlt  adthorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
■where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12, 

We  have  just  published  a  beautiful  Book  for  your  use,  entitled 

THE  SABBATH  SCHOOL, 

A  complete  collection  of  Hymns  and  Tunes  for  Sabbath  Schools, 
Families,  and  Social  Gatherings. 

BY    WILLIAM    WILLIAMS, 
Professor  of  Music  in  Charlestown  Female  Seminary. 

We  believe  that  upon  examination  this  will  be  found  to  be 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  collections  of  Music  and  Hymns  for 
Children  ever  published. 

PRICE  FIPTEEN  DOLLARS  PER  HUNDRED. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT  &,  CO., 
Aprl    6t  Publishers,  Boston. 

VIXXO-FORTE  IXSTRtCTlO^. 

G.  A.  SCHMITT,   (From  Germany,) 

TEACHER  OP  THE  PIAJTO-PORTE. 

IS  now  prepared  to  give  lessons  at  the  residence  of  pupils  or 
at  his  own  residence,  No.  7  Haymarket  Place. 
Mr.  S.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music  storps  of  Oliver  Ditson 
or  Nathan  Richardson. 

Refers  to  the  following  gentlemen  :  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq., 
Hallett,  Davis  &  Co.,  Oliver  Ditson,  Nathan  Richardson. 
Oct.  8. 

D.   B.   NEWHALL. 

MANUFACTURER  AND   DEALER  IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  344  ■W'aslitngton  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  ^  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

IMPORTER  ASD  DEALER  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DEAWING  &  PATN'TING  MATERIALS,     a 
Ko.  13  Tremont  Row,  Boston. 

:*    Wedding  and  Tisiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 
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In  all  its  various  branches, 

NEATLT   AND    PKOMPTLT   BXECTJTED, 

BY   EDWARD    L.    BALCH, 

©ffut  JouinsI  of  JHusif,  No.  21  Zt^nt^l  Zt. 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  bim  by  the  Mass. 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  workmanship, 
may  be  seen  at  his  office. 

Glr"  MUSIC    prepared  for   Stereotyping. 


[FROM  DITSON'S  CATALOGUE.] 

GEMS   FROM   BEETHOVEN. 

Op.  2    Three  Sonatas,  No.  1,  E  minor, 75 

"  2        "             "        "    2,  A, 75 

"  2        «             "        "    3,0, 1,00 

"  7    Grand  Sonata,  E  flat 1,00 

"  10    Three  Sonatas,  No.  1,  C  minor, 50 

"  10        "             "        "    2,  F, 50 

"  10        "             "        "    3,  D, 75 

"  13    Sonata  Pathetique,  C  minor, 75 

"  14    Two  Sonatas,  No.  1,  B, 50 

"  14        "        "          "    2,  G, 60 

"  22    Grand  Sonata,  B, 1,00 

"  26    Grand  Sonata,  A  flat, 75 

"  27    Two  Sonatas,  No.  1,  C  sharp  minor, 50 

"  27        "        "          "    2,  E  flat, 50 

"  28    Sonata  Pastoral,  D, 75 

"  31    Three  Sonatas,  No.  1,  G, 75 

"  31        "           "         "    2,  D  minor, 75 

"  31        "           "         "    3,Eflat 1,00 

"  49    Two  Sonatas,  No.  1,  G  minor 38 

u  49      "          "         "     2  G         38 

"  53    Grand  Sonata,  C,  .'...'.'.'.'...'.". ...' 1,00 

"  54    Sonata,  F, 60 

*'  57    Sonata  Appass.,  E  minor, 1,00 

"  78    Sonata.  F  sharp, 50 

"  79    Sonatine,  6, 50 

"  81  Sonata  Chjiract.,  Les  Adieux,  L'Absence,  et  la 

Retour,  Eflat, 75 

"  90    Sonata,  E  minor, 75 

"  100    Sonata,  A, 75 

"  106    Grand  Sonata,  B, 1,25 

"  109    Grand  Sonata,  E, 1,00 

"  110    Sonata,A, 1,00 

"  111    Sonata,  C, ...  .• 1,00 

"  92    Seventh  Symphony,  A, 1,25 

Oliver  Ditson,  115  Waskington  St. 

GREAT  MASTERS  FOR  LITTLE  PUPILS. 

In   coui'se   of   Publication :    Seveval   Kuiubcrs 
already  issued. 

GREAT   MASTERS  FOR  LITTLE   PUPILS :  A  Spleetion 
from,  the  Classical  "Works  of  Handel,  Haydn,  Mozart, 
Beethoven,  &c.  &c.    Easily  arranged  and  fingered,  by  Thomas 

Baeiee. 

Opinions  of  the  English  Press. 

"  We  cordially  recommend  this  work  to  all  Teachera  of  the 
Piano-Forte.    The  desired  objectis  obtained  in  a  manner  truly  , 
pleasing  to  the  pupil ;  and  by  the  use  of  Mr.  Baker's  version 
of  the  Great  Masters,  that  which  was  an  irksome,  will  become 
a  delightful  task." — Era. 

"  As  an  instructive,  and  at  the  same  time  pleasing  work,  we 
know  of  no  publication  that  can  surpass  it."—  EriMol  Mercury. 

"  The  idea  of  this  work  is  worthy  of  commendation,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  carried  out,  equally  bo.  It  will 
be  of  great  use  to  teachers." — Sunday  Times. 

*'  We  cordially  recommend  this  little  work,  which  from  the 
rapid  improvement  and  pleasing  practice  it  is  likely  to  impart 
to  tyros,  we  espect  will  prove  a  boon  to  both  Master  and 
Pupil." — Midland  Counties^  Herald. 

Published  by 

Oliver  Ditsou,  115  Washin^on  St.,  Boston. 

F.  F.  MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 
Church;  ORGANIST  of  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society  ; 
ORGANIST  of  the  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Residence,  No.  3  "Winter  Place,  Boston. 
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GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  GO'S 
PIANO-FORTE  WAREROOMS: 

Cliambers,  No.  3  'Wiuter  Street,  Boston. 

AT  this  Establishment  may  be  found  an  elegant  and  eiten- 
Bive  assortment  of 

PIANO-FORTES, 

at  all  prices,  warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  the  essential  properties  of  Tone,  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
Style,  and  Finish.     None  others  will  be  kept. 
Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AND  GUITARS. 

Mr.  Webb's  long  experience  in  the  profession  of  Music,  ena- 
bles us  to  assure  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  may 
find  it  inconvenient  to  visit  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desired,)  as  by  personal 
examination ;  and  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders, 
can  implicitly  rely  upon  the  exercise  of  Mr.  "Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  favor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  be  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit. 

17-  SOLD  AT  MANUFACTURERS'  PRICES. 

Agekts  for 

Liglite,  Kewton  &/  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &/  Co.'s '  do.      Boston. 

Goodman  &  Baldwin's  Melodeons. 

Feb  19    6m 


JUST  PUBLISHED. 

CHORUS  PARTS  to  Mendelssohn's  Oratorio  of  ELIJAH. 
CHORUS  PARTS  to  Handel's  Oratxjrio  of  the  MESSIAH. 
CLASSICAL  CHORUS  BOOK,  by  Bakeb  &  Southard. 
PESTALOZZIAN  SCHOOL  SONG  BOOK,  by  Geo.  W.  Pratt. 

George  P.  Keed  &  Co.,  Publisliers, 
nov  5  13  Tremont  Street. 

MARTIN'S  GUITARS. 

THE  suhscribers  are  sole  agents  for  this  eit> ,  for  the  sale  of 
those  justly  celebrated  Guitars.    Prices  from  :jr30  to  S60. 
Every  instrument  is  warranted  to  stand  this  climate. 

GEO.  P.  REED  &  CO.,  13  Tremont  Street. 

HEWS'    PATENT 

AMERICANACTION  PIANOFORTE:. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC 

MUSIC-EOOM,  No.  17  Geat's  Block,  comer  of  Washington 
and  Summer  Streets. 
References. 
Messrs.  CHiCKERiyo,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Pto'chard,  Boston. 
Messrs.  George  Peabodt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.    3m. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHER  OE  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co,  17  Tremont  Row. 

References  :— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

LESSONS  IN  SINGING. 
FREnERIC    RUDOLPH 

RESPECTFULLY  announces  his  intention  to  remain  in  Bos- 
ton and  give  instruction.s  in  the  art  of  Singing. 
Orders  may  be  addressed  to  him  at  his  residence  (United 
States  Hotel),  or  at  the  music  store  of  Mr,  Wade  or  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson. 3m  Feb.  11. 


MUe.  GABRIELIE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

GIVES 

INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

AND  MAT  BE  ADDRESSED  AT 

Feb.  4    3m  45  HANCOCK  STREET. 

OTTO    DEESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  Piano,  and  may  he  addressed  at  the 
WiNTHROP  House.     Terms  ; — S50  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week :  $30  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 
Nov.  12,  tf 

J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  or  Theo. 
T.  Barker.  3  mos.  Dec    3. 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,GUITAR, 

3  Seneca  St.,  comer  Hari*ison  Avenue. 

MR.  I>e  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TllANSPOSED,  &c. 
Boston,  April  23.  3m 

J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER     OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence  No.  56  Kneeland  Street. 

Oct.  8.    3m 

A.   W.   PRENZEL, 
TEACHER    OF   MUSIC, 
No.  6  Acorn  St.j  {between  Chestnut  and  Mt.  Temon  Sts.) 
Apr  8  BOSTON. 

COPARTNERSHIP  NOTICE. 

THE  subscribers  having  formed  a  Copartnership  under  the 
name  of  CHICKERING  &  SONS,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing the  Plano-Porte  Business,  trust  by  their  atten- 
tion and  promptness  to  merit  the  patronage  heretofore  extended 
to  the  late  Jonas  Chickering. 

THO'S  P.  CmCKERING, 

CHA'S  F.  CHICKERING 

Dec.  24.  GEO.  H.  CHICKERING. 


No.  21  %i%aa\  St.» 
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PUBLISHED  EYERY  SATURDAY. 


TERMS 


PER   ANNUM 


"     CAEKIEK,   $2.50 


JNUM,  j 


IN  ADVANCE. 


ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Music,  but  with 
glances  at  the  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  PoUte  Literature ; 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  Reviews  of  Concerts, 
Oratorios,  Operas ;  with  timely  Analyses  of  the  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  Music  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  significant  Musical  News  from  all  parts  ;  gathered  from 
EngUsh,  German,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essays  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instru- 
■  ments,  theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  j  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
Social,  and  Religious  bearings  ;  on  Music  in  the  Church,  the 
Concert-room,  the  Theatre,  the  Chamber,  and  the  Street,  &c. 
6.  Translations  from  the  best  German  and  French  writers  upon 
Music  and  Art.  7.  Occasional  Notices  of  Sculpture,  Painting, 
Architecture,  Poetry,  iEsthetic  Books,  the  Drama,  &c.  — 
8.  Original  and  Selected  Poems,  short  Tales,  Anecdotes,  &c, 

[C?^  Back,  numbers,  from  the  commencement,  can  be  fur- 
nished.   Also  bound  copies  of  the  tixst  year. 

Postage,  if  paid  in  advance^  for  any  distance  within  the 
State,  thirteen  cents  a  year  ;  if  not  in  adTance,  Iwenty-six 
cents.    To  all  places  beyond  the  StatOj  double  these  rates. 


J.  S.  DWIGHT, EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR. 

EDWARD  L.  BALCH,  PRINTER. 
O:?"  OFFICE,    No.    31    School    Street,    Boston. 
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SUBSCKIPTIONS    RECEIVED 

At  the  OFFICE  OF  PUBLICATION, 21  School  St. 

By    NATHAN  IlICHAKDSON,282  Woihington  Street. 
"    GEO.  P    KEED  &  CO.,  13  Tremont  How. 
"    A.  M.  LELAND,  Providenct,  R.  I. 
"    DEXTER  &  BKOTHEKS,  43  Ann  Street,  N.  Y. 
"    SCHAKFENBERO  &  LVIS^IW  Broadway,  N.  Y. 
"   GEORGE  BUTTON,  Jr.,  Rocheiter,  iV.  Y. 
"   G.  ANDRE,  229   C/ieslnal  St.,  Pliiladelpkia. 
"    MILLER  &  BEACHAM,  181  Baltimore  St.,  Bait. 
"    COLBURN  &  FIELD,  Cincinnati,  O. 
"   HOLBROOK  &  LONG,  CCeveland,  Q. 
"  JOHN  H.  MS,hLO&,  FUtskwrgli,  Pa. 


RATES  FOR  ADVERTISING. 

For  half  a  square,  (8  lines,)  or  less,  firstinsertion,      .    .$0.50 
"  ^'  "  each  additional  ineer.     .25 

For  a  square,  (16  lines,)  first  insertion, 1.00 

''  "  each  additional  insertion,      .     .      .50 

On  advertisements  standing  three  months  or  longer,  a  dis- 
count of  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  above  rates  is  allowed. 
(A  column  counts  as  seven  squares.) 

Payments  required  in  advance  :  for  yearly  adTertisementSj 
quarterly  in  advance. 


Mendelssohn. 

(Continued  from  p.  2.) 

I  believe  most  people  will  agree  with  me  in 
saying  that  the  chief  interest  of  the  music  in  St. 
Paul  lies  in  the  choral  and  concerted  pieces, 
though  some  of  the  solos  are  among  the  happiest 
efforts  of  Mendelssohn  in  writing  for  the  voice, 
and  I  need  scarcely  add  that  the  recitatives,  as 
specimens  of  musical  declamation  and  dramatic 
power,  are  very  grand  and  effective.  The  two 
songs  of  St.  Paul :  "  Consume  them  all,  Lord 
Sabaoth,"  "  God  be  gracious  to  Me  after  thy  great 
Goodness ;"  the  soprano  air,  "  Jerusalem,  thou 
that  kiUest  the  Prophets,"  and  "  But  the  Lord  is 


mindful  of  His  Own,"  are  replete  with  depth  and 
earnestness  oi  feeling.  Art  has  done  her  utmost 
if,  in  uniting  words  of  truth  and  life  to  her  own 
conceptions,  the  reality  and  power  of  the  language 
are  not  marred  by  the  incompetency  of  the  com- 
poser. In  this  case,  truth  and  beauty  are  inse- 
parably joined,  and  there  is  no  fear  of  St.  Paul 
being  recognized  as  any  other  than  a  great  stan- 
dard word  in  the  history  of  sacred  music,  as  long 
as  the  divine  art  has  power  enough  to  command 
a  listening. 

In  the  spi-ing  of  1837,  Mendelssohn  was  mar- 
ried, at  Frankfort,  to  Cecilie  Jeanrenaud,  and 
in  August  of  the  same  year  he  visited  Dusseldorf, 
accompanied  by  his  yoitthful  bride,  who  had  not 
so  monopolized  the  attentions  of  her  husband  as 
to  arrest  his  exertions  as  an  artist.  They  were 
greeted  on  their  arrival  by  a  performance  of  St. 
Paul,  in  honor  of  the  composer,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  his  friend  and  pupil,  Julius  Eietz.  As  a 
proof  that  love  aa'\  a  honeymoon  (^Schdferzeit') 
had  not  damped  his  ardour  for  composition,  FeHx 
produced  at  this  time  the  music  for  Psalm  42 
(Op.  42)  a  second  pianoforte  concerto  with  or- 
chestra in  D  minor  ^Op.  40),  and  the  stringed 
quartet  in  E  minor  (Op.  44).  Besides  these,  he 
forwarded  to  Simrock,  in  Bonn,  three  motets  for 
soprano  voices,  which  were  composed  partly  at 
Rome,  and  now  appeared  fit  for  publication. 

St.  Paul  was  produced  in  England  at  the  Bir- 
mingham Musical  Festival  in  September  of  that 
year,  Mendelssohn  himself  being  present,  and  the 
same  year  it  was  heard,  for  the  first  time,  at  Ber- 
lin. On  the  2nd  of  October,  Mendelssohn  return- 
ed to  Leipsic  to  resume  the  direction  of  the 
Gewandhaus  Concerts.  The  Society  inaugurated 
their  campaign  with  Weber's  Jubilee  overture, 
a  chorus  of  Haydn's :  '  Des  Stauhes  eitle  Sorgen,' 
Beethoven's  C  minor  symphony,  and  a  concerto 
composed  and  played  by  the  author,  Ferdinand 
David.  The  chief  vocal  attraction  was  the 
"  Wie  ndlite  mir  der  Schlummer,"  from  Weber's 
Freischutz,  sung  by  Louise  Schleger,  a  pupil  of 
Pohlenz.  But  it  would  be  wearisome  both  to  me 
and  the  reader  also  to  catalogue  the  various  per- 
formances of  this  season,  and  I  shall  only  speak 
of  those  which  have  more  immediate  reference  to 
Mendelssohn  himself.  At  an  early  stage  of  the 
season,  Clara  Novello  was  first  introduced  to  the 
Gewandhaus.  Mendelssohn  had  written  a  church 
service,  in  1832,  for  the  father  of  this  lady,  whose 
engagement  at  Leipsic  proved  very  successful, 
hundreds  flocking  to  listen  to  a  voice  almost  un- 
equalled for  purity  and  power  and  which  was 
displayed  to  great  advantage  in  such  songs  as  the 
Ecco  il  punto,  0  Vitellia,  from  Mozart's  Titus, 
Casta  Diva,  of  Bellini,  and  last  not  least,  the  great 
scena  of  Beethoven,  Abscheulicher,  wo  eilst  du 
hin.  At  the  third  subscription  concert,  Felix 
played  his  pianofore  concerto  in  D  minor  (^Allegro 
appassionato,  Adagio  and  Scherzo  giojoso)  and  on 
a  subsequent  occasion  the  quartet  in  E  minor,  op. 
44,  was  first  heard  at  Leipsic.  On  the  16  th  of 
November,  Handel's  Messiah  was  given  very 
effectively  with  Mozart's  accompaniments,  and  a 


brilliant    staff    of    singers — iNovello,   Mdllinger, 
Gebhardt,  and  Pogner. 

The  new,  year,  1838,  will  long  be  remembered 
as  introducing  the  music  of  the  42ud  Psalm, 
which  Mendelssohn  had  shown  in  manuscript  to 
his  DUsseldorf  friends  on  a  previous  visit.  It 
opens  with  an  expressive  chorus.  "  As  the  Hart 
pants  after  the  Water-brooks,  so  longeth  my  Soul 
after  thee,  0  God,"  and  a  sopratt'i  solo,  "  For  my 
Soul  thii-steth,"  follows,  of  a  plaintive  and  earnest 
character,  embodying  the  same  ideas  conveyed  in 
the  concerted  piece.  Next  we  have  a  soprano 
chorus  ;  "  For  I  had  gone  forth  most  gladly  with 
the  People,"  and  another  for  men's  voices :  "  Why 
art  thou  so  heavy,  O  my  soul,"  "  O  trust  in  God," 
and  which  is  answered  by  a  keen  voice  of  lamen- 
tation and  mourning  in  the  words :  "  My  God,  my 
Soul  is  vexed  within  me,  all  thy  Waves  and 
Storms  are  gone  over  me."  A  quintet  succeeds, 
accompanied  by  string?'',  irstrumenis,"  The  Lord 
hath  promised  his  Goodness,  and  at  Night  I  sing 
unto  the  God  of  my  Life."  Throughout  all  these 
different  pieces,  doubt,  despair,  and  bitter  sense 
of  solitude  are  opposed  to  each  other,  till  faith 
seems  to  have  at  last  gained  the  mastery,  and  all 
the  voices  unite  in  a  choral  hymn  to  the  glory  and 
praise  of  the  God  of  Israel.  The  whole  forms  a 
small  but  compact  religious  drama,  and  its  excel- 
lence was  recognized  on  the  very  first  hearing. 
Clara  Novello  sang  the  soprano  part,  and  did  her 
duty  admirably. 

In  the  course  of  this  series  of  concerts,  several 
new  and  interesting  symphonies  were  produced, 
by  Burgmiiller  and  others  ;  while  Felix  brought 
out  his  music  adapted  to  the  lloth  Psalm,  com- 
posed at  an  earher  period  than  that  we  are  treat- 
ing of.  A  series  of  historical  concerts  was  now 
agreed  upon  by  the  directors,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mendelssohn,  and  the  first  of  these  commenced 
on  the  15  th  February,  with  specimens  of  Sebas- 
tian Bach,  Handel,  Gluck,  and  Viotti.  The 
second  comprised  selections  from  Haydn,  Cima- 
rosa,  Naumann,  and  Eighini.  The  third  was 
made  up  of  Mozart,  Salieri,  Mehul,  and  Andreas 
Romberg.  The  great  novelties  on  this  last  occa- 
sion were  the  performance  of  an  unknown  quar- 
tet, from  the  Zdide  of  Mozart,  and  a  selection 
from  Mehul's  Uthal,  an  opera  written  by  Napo- 
leon's command,  on  a  subject  from  Ossian,  and 
entirely  without  violin  accompaniments.*  The 
names  of  Beethoven,  Weber,  and  the  Abbe  Vog- 
ler,  appeared  in  the  fourth  and  last  of  these 
meetings,  which  answered  the  most  sanguine 
expectations  of  the  public,  and  had  been  so  ably 
carried  out  by  Mendelssohn  and  his  friend  David. 
In  the  summer  of  this  year,  Felix  conducted  the 
festival  at  Cologne,  and  Handel's  Joshua  was 
given,  with  new  organ  accompaniments.  On  the 
third  day  Fehx  played  his  "  Allegro  giojoso"  (Op. 
43),  and  direcdy  alter  the  festival  returned  with 
Ferdinand  David  to  Leipsic,  where  he  had  pro- 

*  This  was  the  famous  opera  in  which,  for  an  experi- 
ment, or  for  a  joke,  M&ul  made  the  violas  oiiiciate, 
instead  of  the  violins. — 
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mised  a  second  hearing  of  his  oratorio.  The  day 
was  fixed  for  the  15th  September,  but  a  sudden 
indisposition  of  Mendelssohn  obliged  the  Oewand- 
Jiaus  to  give  the  direction  to  David,  who  followed 
his  friend's  example  as  closely  as  possible.  It  is 
remarkable  that,  on  this  occasion,  a  new  alto  air, 
"  Thou  who  turnest  Men  to  Dust,  and  sayest.  Come 
again,  ye  Children  of  Men,"  was  inserted  after  the 
Chorale  (No.  9),  "  To  thee,  O  Lord,  I  yield  my 
Spirit ;"  and  I  should  mention,  also,  that  the  chief 
soprano  solos  were  sung  by  a  lady  who  had  retir- 
ed into  private  life,  but  who  appeared  once  more 
before  the  public,  purely  out  of  respect  for,  and 
appreciation  of,  the  composer  of  an  oratorio  which 
became  a  general  favorite,  having  been  heard 
already  in  Germany,  the  Tyrol,  Switzerland, 
Denmark,  Holland,  Poland,  Russia,  England  and 
America. 

Felix  soon  recovered  from  his  illness,  and  the 
public  welcomed  back  their  favorite  with  heart- 
felt joy  on  the  second  night  of  the  subscription 
concerts,  inaugurated  with  his  gloomy  overture 
to  Fingal's  Cave.  Mrs.  Alfred  Shaw,  who  re- 
mained with  us  till  the  28th  of  January,  created 
a  great  impression  by  the  simplicity  of  her  style ; 
and  in  sacred  music  she  was  reckoned  invaluable. 
Novelties  in  the  instrumental  department  were 
supplied  this  season  by  Kalliwoda,  Lachner, 
Mohring,  Dobrycinski,  and  Schubert.  Felix  was 
fond  of  producing  long  portions  of  operas  almost 
neglected  on  the  stage,  and  very  seldom  heard 
by  the  public.  Thus,  in  one  programme,  we  had 
the  septet  from  the  Cosi  fan  Tuite  ;  a  terzetto, 
with  chorus,  from  Cherubini's  Medea  ;  a  chorus, 
from  the  same  composer's  Lodoiska ;  the  finale, 
from  Euryanthe ;  a  quartet,  from  Oberon :  and 
the  second  finale,  from  Leonora. 

In  1839,  Mendelssohn  conducted  the  Diissel- 
dorf  Festival,  assisted  by  Julius  Rietz  ;  and  Han- 
del's Messiah,  with  Beethoven's  Mass  in  C,  were 
given  under  his  direction.  Frank,  Fassman, 
Clara  Novello,  and  Sophie  Schloss,  were  the  prin- 
cipal singers.  The  last-mentioned  lady  was  a 
great  favorite  with  Mendelssohn,  who  secured  her 
services  in  the  Gewandhaus  for  the  ensuing  win- 
ter. The  new  season  at  Leipsic  was  remarkable 
for  the  introduction  of  some  fresh  compositions, 
and  the  31st  October  we  heard  the  music  set  to 
the  hymn  of  Luther,  "  Verleih  uns  Frieden  gna- 
diglich,  a  strain  of  an  earnest  devotional  charac- 
ter, and  motet.  Mitten  wir  im  Lehen  sind."  The 
year  1840  added  greatly  to  the  rising  fame  of 
Mendelssohn.  In  the  early  part  of  the  winter, 
his  music  to  the  114th  Psalm  appeared,  the  piece, 
"  When  Israel  out  of  Egypt  came,"  being  adapt- 
ed for  a  chorus  and  orchestra.  Differing  widely 
as  this  work  does  in  style  and  treatment  from  the 
42nd  Psalm,  the  selection  of  this  noble  piece  of 
ancient  poetry  was  eminently  a  happy  one,  and 
in  every  way  adapted  to  Mendelssohn's  powers. 
We  have  a  grand  double  chorus,  majestically  ris- 
ing with  the  subject,  "  What  ailedst  thou,  O  Sea, 
that  thou  fleddest,  and  thou  Jordan,  thou  wast 
driven  back  ?"  The  answer  is  "  The  Earth  shook 
before  the  Lord,"  introducing  a  fugue,  "  Hallelu- 
jah, sing  to  the  Lord,"  with  which  the  Psalm 
concludes.  The  third  new  work  which  came  from 
the  inexhaustible  Felix,  this  year,  was  the  lovely 
trio  in  D  minor,  for  pianoforte,  violin,  violoncello 
(Op.  49).  It  was  played  in  public  on  the  1st  of 
February,  by  Mendelssohn,  David,  and  Wittman, 
and  gave  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  the  friends  of 
the  composer.  The  fire  and  passion  in  the  first 
movement,  the  andante  con  moto  tranquillo  with 
its  tenderness,  and  joy  tinged  with  melancholy, 
the  light  and  graceful  scherzo,  and  the  animating 
finale  allegro  assai  appassionato,  all  these  rank 
among  the  choicest  of  the  varied  treasures  be- 
queathed us  by  the  great  musician,  and  tell  of  a 
man  and  artist  who,  in  his  freedom  from  restraint 
and  dependence  on  ancient  models,  must  always 
be  viewed  as  a  great  man,  because  an  original 
one.  I  could  instance  many  interesting  perfor- 
mances which  took  place  at  Leipsic  this  winter, 
but  will  only  mention  one  as  being  an  occasion 
when  the  whole  four  overtures  of  Beethoven's 
Fidelia  were  given  under  the  baton  of  Mendels- 
sohn, who,  ill  satisfied  with  disjoining  the  work  of 
the  mighty  master,  resolved  to  follow  out  step  by 
step  the  working  of  his  genius,  and  give  in  one 


unbroken  chain  the  ent're  series  of  preludes  to 
that  famous  opera. 

[To  be  continued.] 


Letter  from  the  Diarist. 

[Concludei  from  p  204.] 

New  Yoke,  April  13, 1854. 

Dear  Dwight  : — In  perusing  the  letter  once 
more  to  which  I  have  already  partially  replied, 
after  the  lapse  of  a  month,  I  am  so  struck  with 
the  ludicrous  contrast  between  its  studied  air  of 
contempt  for  my  statements  and  its  lofty,  preten- 
tious assumption  of  accuracy  on  the  one  hand,  with 
its  real  worthlessness  as  a  historical  document,  on 
the  other,  that  I  hardly  know  whether  It  he  worth 
while  to  treat  it  seriously.  However,  as  I  have 
spoken  already  of  Handel,  Haydn,  and  Mozart, 
and,  save  one  or  two  minor  lapsus  penncB,  I  do  not 
see  that  a  word  needs  altering  in  regard  to  them,  I 
will  finish  the  article  and  proceed  to  speak  of  Bee- 
thoven. 

But  first  let  us  endeavor  to  find  the  exact  point 
upon  which  issue  has  been  joined  and  which  is  the 
subject  of  the  present  controversy.  Last  winter 
there  arose  in  the  musical  papers  a  discussion  as  to 
the  merits  of  certain  American  compositions  played 
by  Jullien's  orchestra.  The  most  pretentious  of 
these,  Mr.  Willis,  of  the  Musical  World,  mistook 
for  a  mere  Christmas  musical  extravaganza  and 
gave  it  only  a  passing  notice,  instead  of  a  long, 
careful  criticism,  such  for  instance  as  Hoffmann 
wrote  upon  Beethoven's  C  minor  Symphony.  So 
we  had  letters  and  replies  and  rejoinders  ;  the  au- 
thor of  the  Symphony,  as  he  called  it, — Extrava- 
ganza, as  Mr.  Willis  mistook  it, — undertaking  to 
convince  the  public  that  he  knew  a  great  many 
things  which  Beethoven  did  not  (which  nobody 
doubts);  that  he  could  imitate  a  New  England  win- 
ter snow  storm  exactly,  while  what  Beethoven 
calls  a  storm  was  no  storm  at  all  (that  a  thunder 
storm  in  the  mountains  near  Vienna  should  differ 
from  an  American  snow  storm  would  seem  to  be 
perfectly  natural);  and  in  short  to  prove  to  the  pub 
lie  that  he  is  as  great  a  musical  artizan  as  the  best. 
On  the  other  hand  the  idea  was  conveyed,  if  not, 
out  of  regard  to  the  American  composer's  feelings, 
distinctly  expressed,  that  these  technical  excellen- 
ces do  not  constitute  the  great  musical  composer. 
Greatness  in  all  art  consisting  in  the  grandeur  and 
excellence  of  the  idea,  and  not  in  the  mere  manner 
of  clothing  that  idea.  Thus  Handel,  writing  for 
an  orchestra  of  some  eight  or  ten  instruments,  is  a 
giant,  while  a  thousand  writers  of  now-a-days, 
though  perched  upon  the  Alps  of  our  huge  orches- 
tras, are  pigmies  still.  Now  came  in  Dwight  and 
presented  the  idea  that  a  true  composer  need  not 
argue  the  question  of  his  own  merits  with  the  pub- 
lic ;  if  he  has  the  spark  of  ethereal  fire  within  him, 
there  will  always  be  some  to  whose  hearts  he  will 
speak,  in  whose  souls  he  will  meet  with  a  response 
— an  appreciative  few  to  whom  his  appeal  will  not 
be  in  vain.  At  the  close  of  a  long  letter,  the 
author  of  "Santa  Claus"  Symphony  (?)  reverts  to 
this  idea  of  Mr.  Dwight's  and  overwhelms  the 
"  appreciative  few "  with  a  series  of  sneering 
allegations  which  he  has  since  called  trifles,  and 
which  do  indeed  occupy  but  a  small  space,  yet  in 
that  small  space  so  extraordinary  an  amount  of 
error  and  misstatement  is  crowded,  that  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  expose  the  mistakes  made — for  I  certainly 
did  not  consider  the  falsities  wilful.  To  ray  sur- 
prise, the  next  week  brought  a  long  letter  in 
Dwight's  Journal  in  which  the  profitless  task  of 
sustaining  all  those  errors  and  mis-statements  is 
undertaken  ;  with  what  success  in  the  cases  of 
Handel,  Haydn  and  Mozart,  the  impartial  reader 
has  already  the  means  of  deciding. 
I  am  aware  that  genius  may  be  fully  appreciated 


and  yet  its  possessor  be  in  poverty  ;  and  whatever 
of  the  ridiculous  there  may  be  in  the  line  of  argu- 
ment I  am  pursuing  is  to  be  charged  to  him  who 
falsely  alleged  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  four 
musical  Colossi,  for  the  purpose  of  sneering  at  the 
fev7  to  whom  music  is  something  higher  and  nobler 
than  a  mere  passing  gratification  of  the  ear. 

What  reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon  his  particular 
statements,  may  be  judged  by  comparing  his  story 
of  the  London  Philharmonic  Society  and  Beetho- 
ven's C  minor  Symphony,  with  the  following  facts. 
He  says  the  Society  upon  the  first  trial  of  that 
work  threw  it  aside  and  that  it  lay  despised  as 
waste  paper  upon  the  shelves  for  years.  Now  see 
here  : 

John  Peter  Salomon,  born  in  Beethoven's  birth- 
place, Bonn,  was  one  of  the  original  founders  of 
the  Philharmonic,  which  was  formed  in  [Jl^  1813. 
Among  the  new  music  was  the  strange  looking 
score  of  the  C  minor  Symphony.  Salomon  thought 
it  "  mad  and  impracticable,"  and  only  upon  the 
urgent  entreaties  of  a  friend  would  he  give  way  to 
the  desire  of  several  members,  and  lead  a  rehearsal 
of  the  work.  When  the  first  movement  was  about 
one  third  through,  Salomon  stopped  and  exclaimed, 
"  This  is  the  finest  composition  of  Beethoven  that 
ever  I  heard  I "  The  work  was  rehearsed,  per- 
formed in  public,  and  met  with  full  acknowledg- 
ment of  its  wonderful  merits.  Now  as  Salomon 
met  with  a  fall  from  his  horse,  and  broke  his 
shoulder,  in  1814,  and  died  in  1815,  it  seems  to  be 
clear  that  the  composition  in  question  could  not 
have  lain  as  waste  paper  upon  the  Philharmonic 
shelves  a  great  many  years — about  as  many,  pro- 
bably, as  Mozart  spent  in  Paris,  living  by  tuning 
piano-fortes,  as  we  are  assured  by  the  venerable 
ex-professor,  who  knows  all  about  it. 

One  remark  may  be  made  here,  which  should 
have  been  introduced  when  speaking  of  Haydn 
and  Mozart.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  in 
Vienna  the  value  of  money,  when  measured  by  the 
comforts  it  will  purchase,  is  even  now,  in  the  days 
of  railroads  and  increased  commercial  intercourse, 
more  than  twice  as  great  as  with  us  ;  while  fifty 
years  ago  £150  in  that  city  was  reckoned  to  be 
more  valuable  than  £500  in  London.  The  value 
of  the  incomes  of  the  German  composers  mentioned 
in  this  article,  therefore,  is  not  to  be  judged  from 
any  American  standard. 

And  now  as  to  Beethoven's  "penurious  life," 
"  his  poverty,"  and  "  his  servile  position."  It 
would  be  interesting,  if  it  was  possible,  to  make 
out  a  complete  statement  of  the  pecuniary  returns 
which  the  great  composer  received  for  his  labors. 
We  have  the  means  of  giving  some  idea  of  his  in- 
come, though  of  course  only  suflicient  to  show  the 
estimation  in  which  he  was  held.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  is  made  assistant  court  organist  at  Bonn, 
and  soon  after  member  of  the  orchestra  (he  played 
viola)  that  he  may  have  a  fixed  salary  and  be  re- 
lieved from  the  drudgery  of  lesson  giving.  On  this 
salary  he  is  sent  to  Vienna  to  study  with  Mozart. 
The  death  of  his  mother  calls  him  home.  In  1792 
he  is  sent  again  to  Vienna  to  study  with  Haydn, 
for  Mozart  is  dead.  In  1796,  as  the  great  pianist 
of  the  day,  he  visits  Berlin,  plays  before  the  king, 
and  his  parting  present  was  a  gold  box  filled  with 
gold  pieces — "  such  a  bo.x,"  said  he,  with  pardona- 
ble vanity,  "  as  they  give  embassadors."  In  1798 
he  gave  two,  certainly — perhaps  more — crowded 
public  concerts  in  Prague.  During  all  this  time 
he  was  the  favorite  of  old  Prince  Lichnowsky  and 
Baron  von  Swieten,  was  intimate  with  Bernadotte, 
who  was  then  there  as  embassador,  and  moved  in 
these  circles  of  society  only,  living  accordingly. 
He  kept  much  of  the  time  a  servant,  part  of  the 
time  a  horse,  &c.  When  the  last  elector  of  Cologne 
died  and  he  lost  this  source  of  income.  Prince 
Lichnowsky  (1799)   settled  upon  him  600  florins 
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per  annum  until  he  should  find  a  suitable  appoint- 
ment. In  ISOO,  he  says  himself  that  half  a  dozen 
publishers  stand  ready  to  take  all  his  nompositions, 
that  he  sets  his  prices  and  they  pay  them,  and  that 
he  cannot  execute  all  the  orders  given  him.  In 
January  1801,  we  find  him  setting  the  following 
prices  for  certain  works  to  his  publisher :  the 
Septet,  20  ducats  ($50)  ;  1st  Symphony  the  same  ; 
Grand  Sonata  in  B  flat  the  same  j  a  piano-forte 
Concerto  half  that  sum.  He  speaks,  in  a  letter  to 
Wegeler  flSOO),  also  of  his  annual  concert,  "  of 
which  I  have  had  several."  When  the  'Mt. of  Olives' 
was  first  performed  the  theatre  was  crowded  at 
double  the  regular  prices.  In  1805  Napoleon  took 
Vienna,  and  the  first  performances  of  Fidelia  were 
before  a  small  audience  of  French  officers  who 
could  understand  neither  the  music  nor  the  lan- 
guage. Beethoven  therefore  lost  not  only  by  his 
opera,  but  this  year  had  no  annual  concert.  In  the 
spring  following,  his  quarrels  with  the  singers  and 
others  connected  with  the  theatre  led  him  to  with- 
draw his  work  from  the  stage.  To  make  up  for 
his  losses  we  have  a  record  of  four  subscription 
concerts  at  this  time. 

In  1807  the  price  of  his  works  had  risen  so  much 
that  Clementi  pays  him  for  certain  works,  they 
being  already  sold  for  Germany,  thus:  for  three 
new  quartets,  the  4th  Symphony,  the  Overture  to 
'  Coriolanus,'  the  4th  piano  Concerto  and  the  violin 
Concerto  £200, — a  thousand  dollars  for  England 
alone — and  $300  for  three  Sonatas  not  yet  written. 
In  1809  Jerome  Bonaparte  offers  him  a  kapellmeis- 
tership,  which  he  does  not  accept  because  an  ap- 
preciative few  in  Vienna  offer  him  an  annuity  if  he 
will  stay  in  that  city.  The  shameless  bankrupt- 
cies of  Austria  and  the  consequent  failure  of  Prince 
Lobkowitz,  afterwards  reduced  the  annuity  to  the 
small  sum  of  600  rix  dollars,  but  in  this,  Beethoven 
suffered  in  common  with  all  who  put  any  faith  in 
that  wretched  government.  In  1816  he  gets  75 
guineas  for  three  overtures  in  London,  in  1823 
Neate  offers  him  100  guineas  for  three  quartets, 
also  for  London  publication,  and  in  the  same  year 
he  asks  Peters,  of  Leipsic,  for  publications  in  Ger- 
many, these  prices :  for  a  violin  quartet,  fifty 
ducats  ($125)  ;  piano-forte  quartet,  70  do.  j  for  the 
33  variations  on  a  Walz,  Diabelli  pays  him  80  do., 
and  this  ($200),  says  Schindler,  was  the  price  he 
received  for  nearly  every  one  of  his  last  Sonatas. 
His  profits  from  the  two  concerts  at  which  Sontag 
sang  for  him,  owing  to  the  charges  of  the  theatre 
Directors,  were  comparatively  small,  but  920 
florins.  For  the  great  second  Mass  he  received 
about  $750  in  subscriptions,  and  afterwards  sold  it 
to  the  Schotts  for  1000  florins.  The  London  Phil- 
harmonic Society  gave  him  $500  for  his  Ninth 
Symphony,  and  the  German  publisher  600  florins. 
His  German  publishers  also  gave  him  for  the  quar- 
tets, op.  127,  50  ducats  ;  and  for  op.  124,  three  vocal 
pieces,  and  bagatelles,  op.  126,  together,  130  ducats. 
These  examples  are  sufficient,  and  are  only 
quoted  to  show  that  Beethoven's  genius  was  fully 
appreciated  from  first  to  last  by  the  publishers  and 
the  public,  that  he  received  the  highest  prices  for 
his  compositions,  and  that  he  had  but  to  write 
when  and  what  he  would,  if  in  a  strait  for  money. 
What  he  used  to  get  for  the  use  of  his  works  at 
the  private  and  public  concerts  of  Vienna  I  have 
no  means  of  ascertaining  ;  but  the  Galitzin  Quartet 
in  B  flat  was  lent  by  the  composer  to  a  dilettante 
named  Dembscher,  only  on  condition  that  he  paid 
Schuppanzigh  fifty  florins  for  the  use  of  it.  Had 
Beethoven  not  been  incapacitated  as  a  conductor  by 
deafnesss,  had  he  not  been  so  subject  to  severe  and 
even  dangerous  fits  of  sickness,  had  he  had  a  little 
prudence  in  pecuniary  matters  and  had  he  had  no 
one  dependent  upon  him  but  himself,  there  was 
nothing  to  hinder  him  from  dying  like  Handel, 
worth  his  $100,000. 


Besides  his  own  personal  e.xpenses,  which  were 
very  large,  notwithstanding  he  lived,  as  all  German 
bachelors  live,  in  hired  lodgings,  eating  at  public 
houses,    until   his  adoption   of  his   nephew,    from 
which  period  he  kept  a  housekeeper,   and   some- 
times two  or  three    servants,  and  of  course  lived 
expensively,  his  means  were  much  diminished  in 
this  way;  his   mother   died  in  17S7,  and   the  boy 
organist  and  piano  teacher  must  be  the  main  sup- 
port of  his  two  little  brothers,  and  to  some  extent, 
as  near  as  I  can  learn,  of  his  dissipated  father.     In 
1792  that  father  died  and  Carl  and  Johann  had  to 
look  to  Ludwig  alone.     Johann  became  an  apothe- 
cary (and  in  Germany  the  apprentice  gets  no  wages, 
not  even  his  board,)  and  when  his  time  was  out  he 
came  to  Vienna,  and  his  brother  gave  him  capital 
to  establish   himself   in   Linz   and   afterward  in 
Vienna.     He  grew  rich   enough   to  own  an  estate 
and  ride  in  his  carriage,  and  yet  Beethoven  writes 
to  Ries  in  1823,  "iVIy  worthy  brother,  who  keeps 
his  carriage,  thought  fit  to  draw  upon  me  too  ;  and 
so  he  has  oflfered  the   same   overture,  without  my 
knowledge,  to  the  London  publisher,  Boosey."   As 
to  Carl,  he  became  a  music  teacher,  followed  his 
brother   to   Vienna,    used   to   steal   and   sell   that 
brother's  compositions,    finally  ,through  the  com- 
poser's influence  v/ith  the  great,  obtained  the  office 
of  a  cashier  in  the  National  Bank  of  Austria,  and 
died  in   1815.     Beethoven  speaks  of  his  death  in  a 
letter  to  Ries  and  adds,  "  I  may  say  he  was  in  con- 
sumption for  some  years,  and  to  make  life  bearable 
to  him,  I  gave  him  what  I  may  reckon  at  10,000 
florins  (Vienna  currency.)     I  own  this  is  not  much 
for  an  Englishman,  but  a  vast  sum  for  a  poor  Ger- 
man or  Austrian."     Now  came  a  new  bill  of  ex- 
pense ;  Beethoven  adopted  Carl's  son,  of  whom  the 
ne.xt  year  he  writes,  "  he  is  at  school  at  present, 
which  costs  about  llOOflorins."     The  widow  being 
a  bad  woman,  Beethoven  complied  with  the  dying 
request  of  his  brother  to  adopt  the  boy  legally  and 
take  him  away  from  her  influence.     This  caused  a 
long,    tedious  and    expensive    lawsuit,    running 
through   several  years.      The   court   decided   the 
question   in  his  favor,   when  the  opposing  counsel 
bethought  themselves  of  an  old  feudal  technicality 
to  evade  the  decision,    and   raised   the   point  that 
Beethoven,   being  of  Dutch   descent,   and  not  an 
Austrian  by  birth,  could  not  carry  a  cause  before 
the  Landrecht,  or  court  of  nobles;  but  that  as  a  citi- 
zen of  Vienna — the  magistracy  of  the  city  had  a  short 
time  before  voted  him  a  diploma  of  citizenship — 
he  must  appear  before  the  city  court.     This  Court 
decided  against  him.     The  case  was  appealed,  and 
then  the  decision  of  the  Landrecht  was  confirmed, 
and  the  boy  given  to  his  uncle.     In  what  manner 
a  decision,  that  a  man  born  far  from  Austria  on  the 
Rhine,  grandson  of  a  Dutch  musician  and  son  of  a 
tenor  singer  in  the  choir  of  the  Elector  of  Cologne, 
was  not  an  Austrian  noble,  made  that  man  a  "  snob 
and  flunky,"  I  leave  to  the  consideration  of  your 
correspondent,  as  the  person  who  best  understands 
what  is  meant  by  snob  and  flunkyism.     This  suit, 
as  well  as  that  with   Maelzel  and   that  with  the 
heirs  of  Kinsky,  not  only  cost  him  much  money  but 
unfitted  him  for  the  time  for  the  labor  of  composi- 
tion. 

Large  as  were  the  sums  of  money  "vvhich  Beethoven 
received  as  the  product  of  his  works,  they  would  have 
been  increased  immensely  had  he  not  grown  so  very  care- 
less in  his  latter  years  in  regard  to  his  engagements.  But 
the  state  of  his  health,  the  trouble  with  his  nephew,  and 
many  minor  causes,  led  him  to  be  less  industrious  than 
in  former  years.  Moreover  not  being  blessed  with  that 
facility  of  composition,  by  which  he  could  undertake  to 
produce  a  Symphony  in  four  movements  in  from  four  to 
six  days — "  I  need  not  remind  you  that  the  composition 
of  such  a  Symphony,  within  such  a  time,  would  be,  as 
regards  mere  writing,  as  fast  as  any  experienced  copyist 
could  blacken  the  paper," — Beethoven  spent  most  of  his 
labor  for  three  years  upon  his  second  Mass,  and  several 


months  in  working  out  the  sketches,  which  he  brought 
fi-om  the  country,  of  his  Choral  Symphony.  Of  the  un- 
executed orders  which  he  had  durhig  the  last  few  years 
of  his  life,  and  which  were,  in  some  cases  certainly,  un- 
limited as  to  price,  I  recall  at  this  moment  the  opera 
"  Romulus  "  (his  promise  to  write  this  I  possess  in  his 
own  handwriting)  and  tlie  opera  "  Melusine;"  Bernard's 
oratorio  "  The  Victory  of  the  Cross,"  a  sacred  work  for 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  music  at  Vienna,  and 
another  oratorio  for  our  own  Boston ;  music  to  Faust  for 
Hiirtel,  a  mass  for  the  emperor,  an  Italian  opera  for  the 
company  then  in  Vienna  to  which  Lablache,  Rubini, 
Fodor  and  Sontag  belonged,  and  various  works  for  the 
London  Philharmonic,  which  leads  me  to  note  that  the 
story  of  Beethoven  having  sent  to  that  Society  "  a  Sym- 
phony, beseeching  them  to  give  him  a  little  return  of 
some  few  hundred  dollars  "  is  characterized  by  the  same 
marks  of  minute  research  and  unquestionable  accuracy, 
which  distinguish  the  C  minor  Symphony  story  noticed 
above. 

"  Had  they  played  this  symphony,  instead  of  rejecting 
it,  perhaps  Beethoven  likewise  could  have  expatriated 
himself  to  England."     (Wisdom   cryeth   aloud  in   the 
streets,  and  no  man  regardeth  her.)     It  would  take  too 
much  room  to  answer  this  as  it  should  be  answered.    I 
refer  to  Moscheles's  Schindler,  vol.  ii.,  p.  246  et  seq.,  in 
reply  to  this  insinuation  against  the  Philharmonic  Socie- 
ty. "I  mean  to  be  in  London  in  the  middle  of  January,  1818 
at  the  latest."  The  society  was  to  give  him  three  hundred 
guineas  for  two  new  symphonies,  allow  him  one  hun- 
dred guineas  for  travelling  expenses,  and  send  him  at 
once  one  hundred  and  fitly  guineas  that  he  might  pro- 
vide a  carriage,  &c.    In  the  March  succeeding  he  begs 
Ries  to  apologize  to  the  Society  for  his  non-appearance 
on  the  ground  of  his  weak  health.    In  1822  and  in  1824 
noble,  munificent  offers  are  again  made  to  him  to  visit 
London,  but — he  never  gets   there.    Would  it  not  be 
well  for  musical  writers  to  make  themselves  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  the  various  Philharmonic  Societies  ? 
Down  to  1804,  no  one  questions  the  expensive  style 
in  which   Beethoven  lived,  keeping  his  servant,  alter- 
nating between  town  and  country,  and  in  short,  living  as 
befitted  one  moving  in  the  circle  in  which  he  moved. 
I  shall  close  with  a  short  list  of  the  various  garrets  in 
which  the  appreciative  few  compelled  him  to  live,  as 
perfect  as  his  letters  and  the  records  of  his  biographers 
enable  me  to  make  it,  without  spending  too  much  time 
and  space  upon  it.     While  composing  Fidelia  he  had 
rooms  in  one  of  the  theatre  buildings  free,  but  wanting 
more  sun,  he  hired  others  in  a  house  built  by  Prince 
Esterhazy,  in  which  his  friend  Breuning  lived ;  in  sum- 
mer he  took  others  at  the  village  of  Ober  Dobling,  and 
in  consequence  of  a  quarrel  with  Breuning,  Ries  hired 
him  another  set  in   Baron  Pasqualati's  house,  fronting 
the  Glacis.    Thus  he  was  paying  for  three  sets  of  rooms 
at  once,  and  had  a  fourth  set  free.     The  summer  of  1805 
he  passsed  at  the  lonely  village  of  Hetzendorf,  close  by 
Schonbrunn  Park ;  that  of  1806  at  a  Hungarian  watering 
place,  whither  he  went   in   a  carriage  with   four  horses, 
and  where  he  lived  in  such  style  as  enabled  him  to  make 
the   acquaintance   and  gain   the   intimate  friendship  of 
Count  Brunswick  of  Pesth,  and  Baron  Gleichenstein.   In 
November  1808  he  has  a  suit  of  rooms  in   a  house  in 
which  Countess  Erdody  lives,  and  the  upper  story  of 
which — perhaps  the  garret,  for  he  was  above  Beethoven 
— was  occupied  by  Prince  Lichnowsky  and  his  family. 
In  1810  Bettine  Brentano  found  him  in  lodgings  upon 
the  Bastion,  the  most  costly  of  the  city,  as  they  afford 
such  delightful  views;  but  expressly  states  that  he  had 
another  set  of  rooms   in   the   city,  and   a  third  in  the 
country.     August  16th,  1812,  Beethoven  writes  that  re- 
markable letter  to  Bettine  from  Toeplitz,  in  which  he 
describes  his  independent  bearing  in  the  presence  of  the 
imperial  family  and  of  Goethe — he   could   hardly  have 
retained  his  position  there  in  a  garret.    Schindler  speaks 
of  his  whimsical  changes  of  lodgings  during  these  years, 
and  testifies  that  he  often  had  three  or  four  at  once  to 
pay  for.     In  these   three  years  he  labored  incessantly, 
says  Schindler,  and  necessarily  had  a  large  income;  yet 
in  1818  Madame  Streiche  found  him  without  "  a  decent 
coat   or  a   whole   shirt" — of  course  the  "appreciative 
few  "  were  to  blame  for  that — such  is  the  fate  of  genius ! 
She  put  things  to  rights  for  the  careless  bachelor,  and  he 
went  back  to  Baron  Pasqualati's  and  hired  a  tailor  for  a 
servant,  who  with  his  wife  took  excellent  care  of  him. 
During  the  winter  of  1814-15,  at  the  time  of  the  Con- 
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gresa  of  Vienna,  Beethoven  waa  the  subject  of  great 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  royal  and  noble  visitors  to 
that  city.  And  the  parties  at  the  houses  of  the  Russian 
Ambassador,  and  of  Archduke  Rudolph  were  frequently 
little  more  than  levees  in  honor  of  the  composer.  He 
received  many  handsome  presents,  but  what  lived  long- 
est in  his  memory  was  his  interview  with  the  Empress 
of  Russsia.  At  this  time  he  certainly  was  not  in  the 
oft-mentioned  garret. 

In  1816,  having  adopted  his  nephew,  he  set  up  house- 
keeping, hired  a  housekeeper,  and  at  times  seems  to 
have  had  a  servant  besides.  Here  is  an  extract  from  a 
letter  dated  in  March,  before  he  began  his  housekeeping : 
"My  pension  amounts  to  3400  florins  in  paper;  I  pay 
1100  house  rent,  900  to  my  servant  and  his  wife,"  and 
he  pays  1100  for  his  nephew,  who  was  "  in  the  Institute." 
In  the  winter  of  1816-17,  he  had  his  rooms  in  the  third 
story  of  a  house  in  the  Seiler-Stadt,  one  of  those  houses 
near  the  Prince  of  Coburg's  beautiful  palace,  which  have 
so  lovely  a  view  over  the  ramparts  and  Glacis  towards 
the  Belvidere  palace  and  gardens.  The  summer  of  1819 
he  spent  in  the  Hafner  Mansion  at  Miidling. 

In  1820  and  21,  Schindler  tells  us  Beethoven  suffered 
real  want  that  is,  he  continued  to  live  just  as  it  suited 
him;  would  not  touch  one  of  his  bank  shares,  nor  would 
he  spend  his  time,  which  he  was  devoting  to  his  Grand 
Mass,  in  executing  any  of  the  numerous  commissions 
which  had  been  offered  and  accepted  by  him.  In  the 
spring  of  1821  he  removed  bag  and  baggage  to  Dobling, 
and  the  summer  of  '22  he  spent  at  Baden.  When  he 
was  ready  to  return  to  the  city  in  the  Autumn,  he  sent 
to  his  brother  Johann,  the  owner  of  the  estate  and 
keeper  of  a  carriage,  to  find  him  a  suit  of  rooms.  His 
brother  hired  a  set  in  the  next  house  to  the  one  in 
which  he  himself  lived  ;  "  a  dark  lodging,"  says  Schind- 
ler, •'  fit  at  best  for  a  shoemaker."  He  had  too  a  brute 
for  a  landlord.  "On  the  whole,"  says  Schindler,  at  that 
time  with  him  daily  and  often  dining  with  him  and  his 
nephew,  "  this  was  a  miserable  abode  for  Beethoven,  who 
had  been  accustomed  to  something  so  very  different."  He 
stayed  here  until  spring  and  then  took  a  suit  of  rooms  in 
the  villa  of  Baron  von  Pronay  at  Hetzendorf.  While 
here  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Schindler  July  2d,  (of  which  I 
have  a  manuscript  copy),  requesting  him  at  once  to  ap- 
peal to  the  police  for  his  protection  against  his  brutal 
city  landlord.  This  letter  shows  that  Beethoven  was  as 
well  aware  how  miserable  were  his  lodgings  as  Sontag 
herself.  How  very  poor  Beethoven  must  have  been 
just  then  let  this  fact  show :  he  had  paid  400  florins  in 
advance  for  his  rooms  in  Pronay's  villa  for  the  season; 
on  the  24th  of  August  he  writes  to  Schindler,  that  he 
can  stay  there  no  longer,  as  the  Baron,  whenever  he  met 
him,  made  too  low  bows  to  him !  The  next  day  he 
packed  off  to  Baden,  some  dozen  miles  or  so,  with  all 
his  things,  among  them  his  grand  Broadwood  piano-forte 
— a  curious  proceeding  for  a  man  who  led  such  a  penu- 
rious life,  and  just  at  the  time  when  his  poverty  was  so 
striking  to  Madame  Sontag !  On  his  return  to  his  dark 
lodgings  in  the  city  he  received  an  order  to  write  an 
opera,  with  Sontag  in  view,  a  tout  prix,  which  he  never 
did. 

And  now  let  me  add  a  few  particulars  to  your  corres- 
pondent's account  of  Madame  Sontag's  first  visit  to  the 
composer.  In  the  spring  of  1824,  the  Choral  Symphony, 
parts  of  the  Great  Mass,  and  some  other  works,  were 
given  at  a  concert,  Sontag  and  Unger  being  principal 
soprano  and  alto.  One  day  Schindler  comes  to  Bee- 
thoven, and  gives  notice  that  the  two  ladies  will  dine 
with  him.  Well,  now  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Schindler 
proposes  to  boil  some  potatoes,  and  the  old  house- 
keeper being  called,  writes  in  the  conversation  book 
that  she  has  a  salad  and  a  gugelhupf  for  a  pudding,  and 
they  can  order  some  plates  of  meat  from  the  eating 
house.  When  the  songstresses  came,  there  seem  to 
have  been  apologies  made  for  the  dinner,  for  Unger 
writes  that  she  has  not  come  there  to  eat,  &c.  Now 
considering  that  the  brilliant,  popular  idol  of  the  Vien- 
nese happened  to  visit  the  lodgings  of  a  careless  bache- 
lor, and  those  lodgings  the  miserable  abode  which  he 
had  for  two  winters,  .  through  the  meanness  of  his 
brother,  and  that  his  landlord  could  only  be  forced  to 
make  him  comfortable  by  appealing  to  the  police,  it 
IS  all  natural  that  his  condition  roust  have  seemed 
most  wretched  to  Sontag.  I  have  no  doubt  the  bell 
rope  was  replaced  by  a  clothes  line.  "  Such  is  the  fate 
of  genius  ■"  but  then  think  of  a  man  starving  in  a  garret 


using  a  bell  at  all,  and  having  servants,  and  getting 
dinners  for  Sontag  and  Unger.  "  In  a  sort  of  cupboard 
was  a  sort  of  pie,  which  was  the  style  of  his  dinner." 
So  he  did  not  starve!  But  as  he  usually  at  this  time 
had  two  or  three  to  dine  with  him,  must  they  also  eat 
the  "  sort  of  pie  ?"  But  alas!  such  is  the  fate  of  genius, 
to  have  clothes-line  bell  ropes,  and  in  a  sort  of  cupboard 
a  sort  of  pie !  I  wonder  if  Madame  Sontag  will  feel 
honored  by  this  report  of  her  conversation. 

Immediately  after  the  second  concert,  which  took 
place  near  the  end  of  May,  poor  Beethoven  left  the 
house  with  the  bad  bell  rope,  and  took  rooms  in  a 
pleasant  house  at  Peuzing  hard  by  Schonbrunn,  which 
of  course  he  had  to  pay  well  for,  his  character  as  a 
lodger  being  now  well  known.  There  was  a  foot  bridge 
over  the  Wien  close  to  the  house,  and  strangers  used  to 
collect  there  to  see  him.  He  stayed  three  weeks,  and 
then  again  pushed  off  to  Baden.  On  his  return  to  town 
he  took  new  lodgings  in  the  city  proper,  where  he  might 
keep  house,  and  have  his  nephew  with  him.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  he  received  the  ^1450  for  nine  of  his 
later  works,  in  style  varying  from  his  Grand  Mass 
down  to  the  "  Ariette  to  Chloe."  This  summer  (1825) 
he  also  spent  at  Baden.  Does  the  reader  know  that 
this  is  a  sort  of  Newport  or  Saratoga  to  the  Viennese, 
and  that  in  those  days  it  was  a  favorite  resort  of  the 
imperial  family,  and  that  people  who  starved  in  city 
garrets  upon  a  sort  of  pie,  could  not  in  general  afford  to 
live  there  7     Such,  reader,  is  the  fact. 

On  his  return  to  the  city  again  he  moved  into  his  last 
town  lodgings,  "  one  of  those  apartments  "  says  your 
correspondent,  (there  was  a  regular  suite  of  rooms) 
"  that  you  vouch  for  overlooking  sights  in  the  same  way 
an  imigrant  hole  overlooks  the  Battery  and  the  finest 
bay  in  the  world."  When,  Mr.  Dwight,  did  you  vouch 
for  any  such  thing  ?  What  an  Anti-Midas  your  corres- 
pondent is;  he  touches  no  gold  (truth)  which  he  does 
not  turn  into  dross.  This  is  what  Schindler  says  :  "  In 
the  autumn  of  1825  Beethoven  moved  to  his  last  lodg- 
ing, in  what  is  called  the  Schwarz-Spanier  house,  situ- 
ated on  the  Glacis  of  the  Suburb  Waehring.  It  suited 
him  well,  had  plenty  of  sunshine,  and  commanded  an 
extensive  and  at  the  same  time  agreeable  prospect  over 
the  city  and  several  suburbs."  I  have  been  to  the  house. 
It  is  a  noble  place  of  residence.  The  front  windows 
are  sixteen  in  each  row,  which  will  give  some  idea  of  its 
extent ;  it  is  four  stories  high,  and  all  the  apartments, 
save  the  first  stoiy,  are  let  out  in  suites,  and  bring  high 
prices.  Beethoven's  rooms  were  in  the  third  story  and 
among  the  most  desirable  in  the  building. 

The  bad  conduct  of  his  nephew  led  Beethoven  to 
pass  the  summer  of  1826  here  instead  of  in  the  country 
as  usual,  and  his  only  absence  from  it  was  with  that 
ungrateful  nephew  at  Johann  van  Beethoven's  country 
seat  during  November.  On  the  2d  of  December  he 
once  more  returned  to  the  Schwarz-Spanier  house,  and 
never  again  left  it  alive. 

Great  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  poverty-stricken 
dying  bed  of  Beethoven,  aud  his  application  to  Moscheles 
and  Stumpf  to  get  him  some  assistance  from  the  London 
Philharmonic  Society,  The  legal  inventory  of  his  prop- 
erty, rendered  after  his  death,  made  the  amount  10,232 
florins,  from  which  was  to  be  deducted  for  illness,  funeral 
and  legal  expenses,  1,213  florins,  leaving  to  his  nephew  a 
net  sum  of  9,019  florins  or  about  S4,500,  Poor  as  Beet- 
hoven described  himself,  it  is  a  fact  that  though  he  had 
settled  the  $1400  above  mentioned  upon  his  nephew  aud 
would  not  use  a  kreutzer  of  it  for  his  own  comfort,  and 
though  he  would  not  raise  money  by  means  of  his  bank 
shares,  still  he  had  other  funds  sufficient  to  bear  the  in- 
creased expense  to  him  of  his  nephew,  who  had  been 
outlawed  for  attempting  to  commit  suicide,  and  to  carry 
him  through  a  sickness  lasting  from  December  2d  to 
March  26th,  when  it  terminated  fatally ;  for  upon  making 
the  inventory  it  was  found  that  the  £100  of  the  Philhar- 
monic had  not  been  touched.  Beethoven  seems  to  have 
had  a  monomania  at  this  time,  when  his  body  and  mind 
were  so  weakened  by  disease,  upon  the  subject  of  leav- 
ing a  provision  for  his  graceless  heir.  I  intended  to  have 
shown  by  a  notice  of  the  numerous  and  dangerous  fits  of 
sickness  to  which  he  was  subjected  from  his  30th  year 
onward,  and  which  together  with  the  weakness  of  his 
eyes  often  incapacitated  him  for  composition  for  months 
together,  that  the  wonder  is  not  that  he  left  but  $4,500  to 
his  heir,  but  that  he  did  not  die  either  in  an  almshouse 
or  overwhelmed  with  debt.    All  things  considered,  "  the 


appreciative  few"  have  no  cause  of  shame  for  their 
treatment  of  him  and  his  works, 

In  conclusion,  my  dear  Dwight,  allow  me  to  say  that 
this  very  extended  communication  is  not  so  much  in- 
tended as  an  answer  to  your  correspondent  of  March  5th 
— a  half  column  would  have  been  sufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose—as a  historic  study  for  future  use  upon  a  higher 
object  than  a  newspaper  controversy ;  and  as  accuracy  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  me,  and  furthermore,  as  per- 
fect correctness  can  hardly  be  hoped  for  in  a  collection 
of  such  an  immense  number  of  minute  particulars,  so 
far  from  being  offended,  1  shall  be  grateful  to  any  one 
who  will  point  out  and  correct  any  errors  into  which  I 
may  have  fallen ;  for  I  am  more  than  ever  convinced  that 
an  ounce  of  historical  accuracy  is  better  than  a  pound  of 
rhetorical  flourish,  Eespectfully  yours, 

The  "  DiAKiST." 


[From  Hogarth's  "  Memoirs  of  the  Musical  Drama."] 

Marcello's  Satire. 

(Concluded  from  p.  13  ) 

If  the  singer  is  a  bass,  he  should  constantly  sing 
tenor  passages  as  high  as  he  can.  If  a  tenor,  he 
ought  to  go  as  low  as  he  can  in  the  scale  of  the 
bass,  or  get  up,  with  a  falsetto  voice,  into  the  re- 
gions of  the  contralto,  without  minding  whether 
he  sings  through  his  nose  or  his  throat.  He  will 
pay  his  court  to  all  the  principal  cantatrici  and 
their  protectors ;  and  need  not  despair,  by  means 
of  his  talent  and  exemplary  modesty,  to  acquire 
the  title  of  a  count,  marquis,  or  chevalier. 

The  ^ri'ma  donna  receives  ample  instructions 
in  her  duties  both  on  and  off  the  stage.  She  is 
taught  how  to  make  engagements,  and  to  screw 
the  manager  up  to  exorbitant  terras  ;  how  to  ob- 
tain the  "  protection"  of  rash  amateurs,  who  are 
to  attend  her  at  all  times,  pay  her  expenses,  make 
her  presents,  and  submit  to  her  caprices.  She  is 
taught  to  be  careless  at  rehearsals,  to  be  insolent 
to  the  other  performers,  and  to  perform  all  man- 
ner of  musical  absurdities  on  the  stage.  She 
must  have  a  music-master  to  teach  her  variations, 
passages,  and  embellishments  to  her  airs;  and 
some  familiar  friend,  an  advocate  or  a  doctor,  to 
teach  her  bow  to  move  her  arms,  turn  her  head, 
and  use  her  handkerchief,  without  telling  her 
why,  for  that  would  only  confuse  her  head.  She 
is  to  endeavor  to  vary  her  airs  every  night ;  and 
though  the  variations  may  be  at  cross  purposes 
with  the  bass,  or  the  violin  part,  or  the  harmony 
of  the  accompaniments,  that  matters  little,  as  a 
modern  conductor  is  deaf  and  dumb.  In  her  airs 
and  recitatives,  in  action  she  will  take  care  every 
night  to  use  the  same  motions  of  her  hand,  her 
head,  her  fan,  and  her  handkerchief.  If  she  or- 
ders a  character  to  be  put  in  chains,  and  addresses 
him  in  an  air  of  rage  or  disdain,  during  the  sym- 
phony she  should  talk  and  laugh  with  him,  point 
out  to  him  people  in  the  boxes,  and  show  how 
very  little  she  is  in  earnest.  She  will  get  hold  of 
a  new  passage  in  rapid  triplets,  and  introduce  it 
in  all  her  airs,  quick,  slow,  lively,  or  sad  ;  and  the 
hio-her  she  can  rise  in  the  scale,  the  surer  she  will 
be  of  having  all  the  principal  parts  allotted  to 
her. 

A  modern  manager,  says  our  author,  ought  to 
have  no  knowledge  of  music,  acting,  poetrj',  paint- 
ing, or  anything  belonging  to  a  theatre.  He  will 
engage  his  composers,  and  others,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  his  friends,  taking  care  to  be  as  narrow  as 
possible  in  his  terms,  except  with  the  singers, 
particularly  the  ladies,  who  must  be  well  paid. 
He  will  put  an  opera  into  the  hands  of  the  com- 
poser on  the  fourth  of  the  month,  teUing  him  that 
it  must  positively  be  brought  out  on  the  twelfth, 
and  that  therefore  he  need  not  be  very  nice  about 
the  correctness  of  his  score.  The  greater  part 
of  his  company  should  consist  of  women ;  and  if 
two  ladies  dispute  about  having  the  first  part,  he 
will  get  two  parts  composed,  precisely  equal  in 
airs,  recitatives,  and  everything  else  ;  taking  care 
even  that  the  names  of  the  characters  shall  con- 
tain the  same  number  of  letters.  He  will  engage 
sino-ers  of  small  reputation,  having  a  view  rather 
to  their  looks  than  to  their  talent ;  for,  if  pretty, 
they  will  find  plenty  of  "  protectors,"  which  will 
be  of  advantage  to  his  theatre.  In  playing  his 
violoncello  and  double  bass,  he  will  abate  all  the 
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second  parts  of  the  airs  which  they  have  not 
played  ;  desiring,  for  that  purpose,  his  composer 
to  write  these  second  parts  without  putting  a  note 
of  bass  to  tliem.  If  the  house  is  thin,  he  will  al- 
low the  performers  to  leave  out  their  recitatives 
and  sing  half  their  songs,  and  make  game  with 
each  other  on  the  stage.  On  such  nights  he  will 
insist  on  the  orchestra  rosining  their  bows,  nor 
make  any  objection  to  the  attendants  smoking 
behind  the  scenes. 

In  the  directions  to  the  orchestra,  "  the  oboes, 
flutes,  trumpets,  bassoons,  &c.,"  are  advised  to  be 
always  out  of  tune.  From  this  it  would  appear 
that  wind-instruments  were  in  common  use  in  the 
Italian  opera  at  an  earlier  period  than  is  generally 
supposed.  The  author  goes  on  to  instruct  the 
machinists,  scene-painters,  attendants,  dressmak- 
ers, dancers,  prompters ;  the  amateur  patrons  of 
the  theatre  and  protectors  of  the  cantatrici,  with 
their  mothers  (a  set  of  persons  on  whom  he  be- 
stows very  particular  attention)  in  the  same  sar- 
castic vein.  The  grave  irony  and  quaint  style  of 
the  book  are  very  amusing ;  and  the  author  makes 
his  theatrical  ladies  talk  a  patois  so  rude  as  to  be 
almost  unintelligible — an  indication  of  their  want 
of  education  and  breeding,  and  the  low  position 
which  they  then  held  in  the  scale  of  society. 

In  a  sketch  professedly  satirical,  some  allow- 
ance must  be  made  for  exaggeration  and  carica- 
ture :  but  it  bears  every  mark  of  having  been 
drawn  from  the  life ;  and  its  general  truth  is  con- 
firmed by  the  number  of  particulars  in  which  it 
resembles  the  musical  stage,  even  after  the  lapse 
of  a  century.  In  the  days  of  Marcello,  as  in  our 
own,  there  were  distinguished  dramatic  poets, 
composers,  and  singers ;  but  the  bulk  of  them 
were  in  many  respects  such  as  he  describes,  and 
are  so  to  this  hour.  The  Italian  playwright,  call- 
ed, par  excellence,  "  poeta,"  is  still  generally  an 
ignorant,  despised  creature,  the  serf  of  .some 
particular  theatre,  and  cringingly  obsequious  to 
the  popular  composer  and  fashionable  singers, 
who  requite  his  humility  by  making  him  the  butt 
of  their  ridicule.  In  the  sarcastic  advices  which 
Marcello  gives  to  this  class  of  persons,  as  well  as 
to  the  composers  and  performers,  we  recognize 
many  approved  practices  of  the  present  day. 
One  difierence  there  is ;  the  present  Italian  stage, 
among  its  poets  and  composers,  can  boast  of  no 
such  names  as  adorned  it  in  the  time  of  Marcello. 
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For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 

From  my  Diary.   No.  XLV. 

New  York,  April  16. — The  question  just  now  is, 
wliere  did  Mendelssohn  get  his  Bartholdy?  His  mother 
was  a  member  of  the  ricli  and  very  respectable  family  of 
that  name,  and  here  of  course  he  obtained  it.  To  us, 
who  always  put  these  added'  names  first,  as  Stephen 
Arnold  Douglas  for  instance,  it  seems  a  little  odd  to  have 
the  Bartholdy  follow  the  Mendelssohn.  This  is  very 
common  among  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese,  as  Faria  y 
Sousa,  Martin  y  Soler,  Gil  y  Zorate,  &c.  Dr.  Merit  of 
Geneva  somewhere  takes  the  English  and  Yankees  to 
task  for  calling  him  D'Aubigne,  a  designation  which 
would  not  be  understood  in  the  town  where  he  lives, — 
D'Aubigne  being  his  mother's  family  name.  Jacob 
Beer,  who  appeared  in  Vienna  as  a  boy  prodigy  on  the 
piauo-forte  many  years,  placed  his  added  name  lirst,  and 
it  has  gradually  become  part  and  parcel  of  his  designation 
—Meyerbeer.  In  England  the  position  of  the  two  names 
seems  to  depend  upon  pecuniary  considerations,  as  Lytton 
Bulwer  has  become  Bulwer  Lyttou.  In  the  case  of 
married  female  celebrities  in  Germany  there  is  no  fixed 
rule,  sometimes  the  maiden  name  coming  first,  sometimes 
the  other;  thus  Mme.  Kraus-Wranitzky  was  daughter  of 
Wranitzky  wlio  used  to  lead  the  violins  at  some  of  Bee- 
thoven's concerts ;  Mme.  Spohr-Zahn,  daughter  of  Spohr  j 
Mme.  Tuczek-Herrenberg,  the  sweet  Berlin  songstress, 
bornTuczek;  Sandrini-Caravaglia,  wife  of  Sandrini,  the 
Dresden  oboist;  Bellville-Oury,  the  precocious  pianist, 
who  as  Fraulein  BellviUe  used  to  charm  Beethoven.  But 
any  well  informed  person  will  recall  enough  similar 
names  on  both  sides.  Nor  is  there  any  want  of  double 
names  among  the  distinguished  men  of  letters  and  art  in 
Germany,  which  might  be  cited,  could  we  but  find  out 
their  origin.    The  case  of  Herrich-Schaffer,  the  distin- 


guished entomologist,  is  quite  in  point,  he  adding  his 
mother's  name  to  his  own,  on  going  to  live  with  her 
father,  the  physician  Scliillfer.  Bethmann-Holweg,  the 
well  known  professor  at  Berlin,  was  the  son  of  J.  J.  Hol- 
weg,  a  partner  in  the  great  Bethmann  firm  at  Frankfort, 
and  took  that  name  as  a  prefix  to  his  own  on  marrying  a 
sister  of  his  partner's. 

The  p.articular  reason  why  Mendelssohn  added  the 
Bartholdy  to  his  name  is  a  family  affair,  which  is  no 
business  of  ours. 


Ijondoil. 

A  glance  at  a  single  week's  report  of  the  concerts, 
that  abound  in  London  just  now,  is  enough  to  quite  be- 
wilder one.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  British  metropolis 
were  the  grand  concert  theatre  and  centre  for  all  Europe. 
Oratorio  Concerts,  Orchestra  Concerts,  Chamber  Con- 
certs, virtuoso  star  concerts,  annual  benefit  concerts, 
&c.  &c.,  cover  every  evening  three  or  four  deep ;  and 
now  the  Opera  is  added.  It  is  well  occasionally  to 
give  a  bird's  eye  view  of  all  this,  although  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  even  mention  half  of  the  good  music  that  has 
been  performed.  Our  present  summary  covers  the  last 
two  weeks  of  March. 

New  Philharmonic  Societt. — The  third  season  be- 
gan the  22d  ult.,  not  in  Exeter  Hal],  as  formerly,  but  in  the 
large  room  of  St.  Martin's  Hall,  which  is  described  as 
the  most  elegant  music  room  in  London,  accomodating 
nearly  2,000  persons,  and  admirably  adapted  for  hearing. 
The  following  was  the  Programme : 

PART  I. 

Overture  (Medea) Chenibini 

Passions-Musik  (tielectiou) J.  iS.  Bach 

Concerto  in  D  minor.  Pianoforte,  Miss  Arabella  Goddard,  Mozart 
Aria, '  Softly  sighs,'  (Der  Freiscnutz)  Mine-  Caradori, . . .  Weber 

Concerto  in  D,  Violin,  Mr.  H.  C.  Cooper De  Beriot 

Overture  (Kuy  Bias) Mendelssolin 

PART  u. 

Symphony  (Eroica) Beethoyen 

Aria  (Oberon)  Herr  Keichart Weber 

Overture  ( Abou  Hassan) Weber 

Conductor Herr  Luidpaintner. 

Old  Philharmonic — At  the  second  concert  the  two 
symphonies  were  Beethoven's  No.  l,in  C,  and  Mendels- 
sohn's in  A  minor  (the  "  Scottish  •"').  One  of  the  critics 
thinks  the  Philharmonic  rendering  of  the  latter  gets  an- 
nually less  and  less  satisfactory,  that  the  contrasts  of 
tempo  in  the  first  Allegro  were  much  too  strongly  marltedj 
that  the  execution  of  the  first  movement  and  the  Scherzo 
was  coarse  and  unfinished,  &-c.  The  overtures  were 
Euryanthe  and  Zauberjioie.  The  second  Concerto  of 
Spohr  for  two  violins  was  played  by  Sainton  and  Bla- 
grove,  the  two  principal  violins  of  the  orchestra.  Miss 
Stabbach  and  Miss  Poole  sang  a  duet  from  Winter's 
Proserpina,  and  a  trio  from  Jeisonda,  with  Sims  Reeves, 
who  for  his  own  part  sang  the  scena  t'rom  Oberon,  '*  O, 
'tis  a  glorious  sight,"  composed  by  Weber  for  Braham. 

The  Amateur  Mdsical  Society  has  given  two  con- 
certs of  its  eighth  season,  in  the  Hanover  Square  Rooms. 
A  Symphony  by  Romberg,  the  overture  to  Egmont, 
selections  from  Jessonda,  some  native  compositions  (for 
the  policy  of  the  Amateurs  is  liberal)  solos,  &c.,  formed 
the  first  programme.  The  band  numbers  about  seventy 
performers,  of  whom  twenty  are  professors  and  those 
chiefly  among  the  wind  instruments.  The  conductor  is 
Mr.  G.  A.  Osborne.  Some  of  the  gallant  members  were 
missing,  "  their  duty  to  their  country  having  called  them 
to  the  East,  to  listen  to  and  assist  in  making  another 
kind  of  music,  to  which  ladies  are  not  admitted."  Mo- 
zart s  Symphony  in  D  was  the  (feature  of  the  second 
concert. 

Oratorios.  The  Sacred  Harmonic  Society  per- 
formed Mendelssohn's  Lobgesang  and  Mozart's  Requiem 
on  the  same  evening,  as  they  did  last  year,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  Royal  family.    The  Musical  World  says  : 

Mendelssohn's  Lobgesang — Anglice,  "  Hymn  of  Praise" 
— was  first  produced  at  Leipsic  in  1840,  at  the  festival 
given  in  honor  of  Gutenberg,  the  inventon  of  printing. 
In  1841,  it  was  performed  for  the  first  time  in  England  at 
the  Birmingham  Festival,  under  the  direction  of  the 
composer;  and  was  introduced  subsequently  to  a  London 
audience  by  the  Philhannonic  and  Sacred  Harmonic 
Societies.  The  Lobgesang  is  constructed  after  the  man- 
ner of  Beethoven's  Ninth  Sj-mphony,  the  choral  part,  or 
hymn,  being  preceded  by  three  instrumental  movements. 


Some  of  the  choruses  were  given  with  force  last  night — 
witness,  "  The  Niglit  is  departing,"  "  Let  all  Men  praise 
the  Lord,"  and  Iha finale,  with  the  fugue  on  the  words, 
"Sing  ye  the  Lord;"  but  the  whole  performance  was 
unworthy  of  the  sacred  Ihirmonic  Society. 

Mozart's  Reiiuiem  is  most  celebrated  and  best  known 
of  all  the  composer's  works  for  the  church  Interdicted 
from  public  performance  in  this  country  on  account  of 
its  being  a  Roman  Catliolic  office  for  the  dead,  it  was  al- 
most a  sealed  book  in  tlie  concert  room,  until  last  year, 
when  the  Sacred  Harmonic  Society  had  the  courage  to 
bring  it  out  at  Exeter  Hall  without  changing  its  original 
title,  as  in  the  case  of  Beethoven's  Mount  of  Olives.  The 
public  has  at  last  been  taught  to  know  the  power  and 
sublimity  of  one  of  Mozart's  greatest  masterpieces,  and 
an  occasional  performance  of  tlie  Requiem,  by  the  Sacred 
Harmonic  Society,  is  now  indispensable. 

Mr.  Costa  had  "evidently  taken  pains  in  rehearsing  the 
Requiem,  and  its  success  was  again  complete.  The  hall 
was  densely  crowded,  but  the  audience  discreetly  forbore 
from  giving  vent  to  expressions  of  satisfaction.  The 
vocalists  were  Misses  Birch  and  Dolby,  Mr.  Sims  Reeves 
and  Herr  Formes,  all  of  whom  exerted  themselves  to  the 
utmost.  Mr.  Sims  Reeves  sang  magnificently  in  the 
Lobgesang. 

The  Harmonic  Union  gave  "  Elijah,"  at  Exeter  Hall, 
for  a  charitable  purpose,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Ben- 
edict. The  principal  vocalists  were  Misses  Louisa  Pyne, 
Dolby,  Stabbach,  Messent,  Laura  Baxter,  Messrs.  Sims 

Reeves,  J.  A.  Novello,  Smythson,  and  Sig.  Belletti. 

A  selectionof  secular  music  (Mendelssohn's  '*  Walpurgis 
Night,"  Weber's  Preciosa,  and  Beethoven's  "  Ruins  of 
Athens,")  was  to  be  given  April  6,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
wives  and  families  of  soldiers  ordered  on  foreign  service. 

Chamber  Music.  Sterndale  Bennett's  third  and  last 
concert  took  place  on  the  anniversary  of  Bach's  birth; 
hence  the  selection  of  the  second  part  in  the  following 
programme ; 

Part  First. — Chamber  Trio,  op.  26,  in  A  major,  pianoforte, 
violin,  and  violoncello  ( W.  S.  Bennett) ;  Cantata,  '  Won  temer,' 
pianoforte  obligato  (Mozartj ;  Sonata,  op.  24,  in  F  msjor,  piano- 
forte and  violin  (Beethoven). 

Part  Second. — Grand  Fuga,  A  minor,  pianoforte  (J.  S. 
Bach) ;  Duo,  from  mass  in  B  minor,  (J.  S.  Bach) ;  Duet,  piano 
and  vioUn,  in  E  major  (J.  S.  Bach). 

Part  Thuid. — Duo,  piuno  and  violoncello,  op.  45,  B  flat 
major  (Mendelssohn) ;  Songs,  '  Forget  me  not,'  and  '  Gentle 
Zephyr,'  ( \V.  S.  Bennett)  ;  Liieder  ohne  Worte  (Mendelssohn), 
Pianoforte,  W.  S.  Bennett. 

Mr.  Bennett's  trio,  one  of  his  most  charming  and  fin- 
ished works,  was  played  to  perfection  by  himself,  Herr 
Molique,  and  Signer  Piatti.  In  Beethoven's  sonata,  the 
admirable  playing  of  the  scherzo  by  Mr.  Bennett  and 
Signer  Piatci  obtained  a, loud  encore.  The  whole  per- 
formance was  a  genuine  treat  for  the  lovers  of  the  clavier. 
Bach's  fugue — the  longest  and  most  difficult  he  has  writ- 
ten for  the  pianoforte  (or  clavier,  or  harpsichord,  or 
spinet)— was  executed  in  a  masterly  manner  by  Mr.' 
Sterndale  Bennett,  who,  throughout  the  evening,  was  in 
his  finest  play.  The  same  author's  duo,  though  exceed- 
ingly well  sung,  was  somewhat  dull.  It  would  prove 
more  effective  in  a  church  than  in  a  concert-room.  The 
duet  for  pianoforte  and  violin,  however,  though  some- 
what antiquated,  in  the  form  of  its  passages  and 
sequences,  and  therefore  "  rococo"  to  modern  ears,  was 
extremely  interesting.  Nothing  could  surpass  the  play- 
ing of  Mr.  Bennett  and  Herr  Molique  in  this  sonata, 
which,  nevertheless,  did  not  produce  a  great  impression 
on  the  audience. 

In  the  third  part,  Mendelssohn's  duet,  with  Piatti  at 
the  violoncello,  exquisitely  played,  was  the  great  treat 
of  the  evening.  Madame  Ferrari  pleased  us  very  much 
in  Mozart's  exquisite  cantata,  the  difficult  obligato  for 
the  pianoforte  of  which,  was  rendered  with  infinite  ease 
and  grace  by  Mr.  Bennett.  Miss  Poole  sang  the  two 
songs  of  Mr.  Bennett  with  her  own  peculiar  simplicity 
and  earnestness,  Mr.  R.  Harold  Thomas  accompanying 
her  on  the  piano,  and  the  selection  from  the  Lieder  ohne 
Worte  closed  the  performance  most  effectively. — Mus. 
World. 

At  Ella's  third  "  Musical  Winter  Evening,"  the  pro- 
gramme included : 

Quartet,  in  G,  No.  76  (pleyel  ed  ),  Haydn  ;  Trio,  B  flat  (Op. 
27),  piano-forte,  &c.,  MoUque  ;  Quintet,  in  D,  No.  4,  Mozart ; 
Variations  Concertantes  (Op.  17),  piano  and  violoncello,  Men- 
delssohn. 

The  executants  were  Herr  Molique  (first  violin),  Herr 
Golfrie  (second  violin),  Mr.  H.  Hill  (tenor),  Herr  Ries 
(second  tenor).  Signer  Piatti  (violoncello),  and  Mr. 
Charles  HalM  (piano).  Herr  Mohque's  trio  was  a  nov- 
elty at  these  concerts.  It  is  a  work  of  gi-eat  originality 
and  beauty,  and  in  every  respect  worthy  the  reputation 
of  the  master.  Though  elaborate  and  profound,  it  is  full 
of  genuine  melody,  and  was  listened  to  with  the  greatest 
attention  throughout.  The  trio  was  first  introduced  at 
Manchester  by  Hall(5  and  Piatti,  and  was  performed 
twice  by  these  artists  in  conjunction  with  the  composer. 
The  piano-forte  part  is  very  difficult.  Mr.  Hall6  mas- 
tered it  like  a  consummate  artist. 

For  the  fourth  of  these  Winter  Evenings  Herr  Ernst 
was  the  gi-eat  attraction,  it  being  his  first  appearance  iu 
England  for  two  years,  during  which  interval  he  has 
been  concertizing  with  great  success  in  Switzerland, 
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France  and  Rhenish  Germany.  Two  quartets  were  se- 
lected for  him :  Mendelssohn's  in  E  minor,  Op.  44,  and 
Beethoven's  in  E  flat,  No.  10.  The  World  goes  off  in 
ecstacies  about  this  performance;  "It  was  not  four 
players,  but  one— Ernst,  Goffrie,  Hill,  and  Piatti,  like 
fire,  water,  earth,  and  air,  the  elements,  combined 
in  one  hai-monious  whole— the  music  of  the  spheres." 
Ernst  played  his  Eleffie,  as  of  old. 

A  new  pianist,  Herr  Klindworth,  a  pupil  of  Liszt, 
made  not  a  very  favorable  delut  in  one  of  the  earlier 
sonatas  of  Beethoven  and  a  Lisztian  fantasia  on  themes 
from  Mendelssohn's  "  Wedding  March." 

At  Mr.  Charles  Salaman's  last  "  Piano-forte  Soiree," 
were  played  Spohr's  piano  quintet,  Op.  53,  Beethoven's 
"  Kreutzer  "  Sonata,  and  a  piano  quartet  by  Eies.  For 
piano  solos  he  gave  two  graceful  bagatelles  of  his  own. 
The  songs  too  were  his  own,  sung  by  Miss  Ellen  Wil- 
liams, Mile.  Hermann,  and  Herr  de  Beclier. 

A  course  of  six  lectures  on  Chamber  Music  has  been 
commenced  at  the  London  Institution,  by  William  Henry 
Monk,  directorof  the  choir  in  the  King's  College.  These 
are  illustrated  by  piano-forte  performances. 

M.  Alexandre  Billet —engaged  for  three  lectures — 
played,  at  the  first,  a  movement  from  Scarlatti,  one  of 
the  earliest  writers  for  the  clavier,  (in  A  major);  the 
first  movement  of  Bach's  Suite  Anglaise  (D  minor); 
Handel's  "  Harmonious  Blacksmith,''  (air  varie  from  the 
Suite  de  Pieces  in  E)  and  a  Passe  Caille  in  G  minor;  a 
sonata  in  F  by  Paradies;  andante,  and  finale  from  Bach's 
sonata  in  A,  for  piano-forte  and  violin.  At  the  third 
lecture,  on  Monday  last,  at  which  Beethoven  and  Men- 
delssohn constituted  the  main  subjects,  M.  Billet  per- 
formed Beethoven's  sonatas  in  F  minor,  (Op.  57)  and 
A  flat  (Op.  26),  and  Mendelssohn's  No.  4  of  the  first 
Book  of  the  Temperaments  (seven  characteristic  pieces — 
Op.  7);  fugue  and  prelude  in  A  flat  (from  the  "Six 
Preludes  and  Fugues,  Op.  33)  and  two  Lieder  ohne 
Worte.  The  lectures  of  Mr.  Monk  display  a  great  va- 
riety of  information,  conveyed  in  a  manner  both  in- 
stractive  and  entertaining.  They  have  been  highly 
successful. 

Mile.  Hermann's  first  "  Soirde  Musicale  "  is  highly 
praised.  She  sang  songs  from  Mozart,  Schubert,  Beetho- 
ven, &c.,  and  was  assisted  by  several  other  German 
singers.  An  instnimental  trio,  and  Beethoven's  Sonata 
Pathetique  were  played. 

EoTAL  Italian  Opera.  The  opening  night  for  the 
season  was  announced  for  Thursday,  the  20th  ult.  We 
quote  from  the  Musical  World  1-especting  the  operas  and 
singers  promised  in  the  prospectus  of  the  management, 
commencing  with  a  list  of  operas  produced  since  the 
establishment  of  that  theatre  in  1S47. 

The  repertoire  at  present  comprises  no  less  than  forty- 
two  operas,  of  which  the  "  scenery,  costumes,  and  deco- 
rations " — to  say  nothing,  as  the  prospectus  says  nothing, 
of  the  music  and  the  singers — are  all  ready  to  hand,  at 
one  rehearsal's  notice.  The  names  of  these  operas  are 
as  follows: — 

Semiramide,  La  Donna  del  Lago,  Vltaliana  in  Algeria 
11  Barbiere  di  Seviglia,  La  Gazza  Ladra,  11  Tancredi, 
La  Cenerentola,  Guglielmo  Tell,  Hose  in  Egitto  (Zora), 
Otelh,  Eossini ;  Ernani,  I  due  Foscari,  Nabuco  (AnatoJ, 
Rigoletlo,  Verdi ;  Noi-ma,  La  Sonnambitla,  1  Puritani,  I 
Capuletti  e  MonteccU,  Bellini ;  Les  Huguenots,  Robert  le 
Diable,  Le  Proph'ete,  Meyerbeer;  Lucia  di  Lammermoor, 
VElisir  d*  Amore,  Lucrezia  Borgia,  Anna  Bolena,  Maria 
di  Rohan,  La  Favorita,  Linda  di  Chamotmi,  1  Martiri, 
Donizetti ;  Don  Giovanni,  Le  Nozze  di  Figaro,  11  Flauto 
Magcio,  Mozart;  Masaniello,  Auber;  II  Matrimonio  ge- 
greto,  Cimarosa;  La  Juive,  Hal^vy;  Der  Freischiitz, 
Weber;  Sappho,  Gounod;  Fidelio,  Beethoven;  Pietro  il 
Grande,  JuUien;  Benvenuio  Cellini,  Berlioz  j  Faust,  Jes- 
sonda,  Spohr. 

Eossini,  10;  Donizetti,  8;  Bellini,  4;  Verdi,  4;  Mozart, 
3;  Meyerbeer,  3;  Spohr,  2;  Beethoven,  1;  Weber,  1; 
Auber,  1;  Cimarosa,  1;  Hal(5vy,  1;  Gounod,  1;  Berlioz, 
1;  and  Jullien,  1;— total,  42.  How  many  of  them  are 
ever  likely  to  be  called  for  is  a  question  upon  which  the 
prospectus  does  not  speculate.  We  could  place  our  finger 
upon  some  dozen  that  will  not  be  required  this  season, 
and  upon  nearly  half  as  many  that,  in  all  probability, 
will  not  be  reproduced  during  the  life-time  of  the  younge'st 
inhabitant  of  the  stalls  and  boxes. 

During  the  season,  three  of  the  following  operas  will 
positively  be  produced: — La  Vestale  (Spontini),  Le  Dom- 
ino Noir  (Auber),  Don  Sebastien  (Donizetti),  Matilda  di 
SAafcran  (Eossini),  Don  Pasquale  (Donizetti),  and  Oberon 
(Weber). 

About  Meyerbeer's  new  opera,  V  Etoile  du  Nord,  after 
going  through  the  whole  prospectus  twice — page  by  page, 
line  by  line,  word  by  word — we  find  nothing. 

"  The  engagements"  for  the  season  are,  on  the  whole, 
very  satisfactory.  First  in  the  list  of  soprani,  we  find 
the  time-honored  name  of  Giulia  Grisi,  who,  after 
twenty-one  years  of  absolute  supremacy,  resigns  the 
crown  and  sceptre  of  dramatic  song.  Grisi  is  to  appear 
in  each  of  her  most  famous  parts  successively;  and 
"  towards  the  end  of  July,"  will  take  her  leave  of  the 
English  public. 


Mdlle.  Sophie  Cruvelll  is  the  next  important  name  in 
the  catalogue  of  soprani.  Her  engagement  is  necessarily 
a  siiort  one,  and  begins  with  her  conge  at  the  Academic 
Imp^riale  de  Musique,  where  her  success  in  the  Hugue- 
nots, and  more  recently  in  La  Vestale,  has  been  filling 
the  treasury  of  M.  Eoquepian,  and  restoring  the  totter- 
ing fortunes  of  the  theatre.  Mdlle.  Cruvelli,  we  need 
hardly  say,  has  never  yet  sung  at  the  Eoyal  Italian 
Opera.  Her  first  London  season  was  in  1848,  at  Her 
Majesty's  Theatre;  her  second  was  in  1861  •,  and  her 
third  in  the  following  year,  at  the  same  establishment. 
CnivelU  will  sing  in  Spontini's  Vestale,  and  in  Beethoven's 
Fidelio,  in  the  latter  of  which  the  management  will  do 
wisely  to  bring  her  out. 

Madame  Angelina  Bosio,  who  in  A''erdi's  Rigoletto,  last 
season,  raised  herself  high  in  the  public  esteem,  and  who 
has  so  rapidly  become  an  accomplished  and  admirable 
singer,  makes  up  the  triad  of  soprani  of  tlie  first  class. 
Another  great  name  remains  to  be  added — that  of  Madame 
Pauline  Viardot  Garcia,  who  has  been  re-engaged  after 
an  absence  of  two  seasons.  This  distinguished  artist 
is  as  much  a  contralto  as  a  soprano,  and  as  much  a  mezzo 
soprano  as  either.  We  have,  therefore,  not  classed  her 
among  the  soprani  proper,  although  she  stands  next  to 
Grisi  in  the  list.  The  "  novelty"  is  Madlle.  Marai,  who, 
at  St.  Petersburg  at  least,  enjoys  a  more  than  consider- 
able repute,  which  we  doubt  not  her  ability  to  consolidate 
and  establish  in  this  country.  Madlle.  Albini,  who  ap- 
peared last  year  in  Maria  di  Rohan  and  Ernani,  is  re- 
engaged— as  a"  double,"  we  suppose,  since  we  find  the 
names  of  Madlles  Bellini  and  Cotti  as  seconde  donne,  the 
former  (of  course)  for  the  Adalgisas,  etc.,  the  latter  for 
the  subordinate  parts. 

At  the  head  of  the  list  of  tenors  stands  the  name  of 
Mario ;  at  the  bottom  that  of  Tamberlik.  It  is  enough 
to  cite  them  without  comment.  Signer  Luchesi,  who 
was  here  for  the  first  time  last  season,  Herr  Stigelli,  the 
Italianized  German,  and  Signer  Soldi,  who  is  so  eager 
for  distinction  on  all  occasions,  that  when  he  has  nothing 
to  do  but  deliver  a  letter,  he  does  it  with  a  loud  voice 
and  with  a  look  of  defiance,  are  the  second  tenors.  Eon- 
coni  and  Sig.  Fortmi  are  the  barytones;  Lablache,  Tag- 
hafico,  Sig.  Polonini,  Sig.  Susini,  and  M.  Zelger,  the 
basses.  Lablache,  like  Cruvelli,  makes  his  first  appear- 
ance at  the  Eoyal  Italian  Opera. 

The  orchestra  and  chorus  will  be  "  as  heretofore." 
The  orchestra — good ;  but  the  chorus,  let  us  hope,  may 
be  on  a  new  "  scale  of  efficiency."  Mr.  Costa  remains 
at  his  post,  as  "  director  of  the  music,  composer,  and 
conductor." 

The  subscription  is  to  consist  of  forty-six  nights,  and 
the  season  is  expected  to  terminate  in  August. 

Miscellaneous.  We  have  room  but  for  bare  men- 
tion of  other  items  on  the  list. — the  Royal  Academy 
has  given  its  first  concert  of  oratorio,  mass,  orchestra, 
piano,  End  song  music,  by  the  pupils  of  the  institution  ; 
M.  Lucas,  conductor. — Mr.  Geokge  Case  gave  one  of 
those  interminably  long  concerts,  which  only  English- 
men can  sit  through.  Thirty-eight  pieces,  to  employ 
thirty-five  artists !  Songs,  duets,  fantasias,  barcarolles, 
overtures,  cavatinas,  Sax  tuba  solos,  &.c.  &c.  &-c. — Miss 
Birch  had  a  remarkable  programme:  overtures  to 
"  Coriolanus,"  and  "  Fingal's  Cave ;"  scenes  from  Han- 
del's jSemoie,  from  Z?ow  Jwan,  from  Mehul's  "Joseph," 
&c.;  a  sonata  of  Hummel;  a  sestet  of  Osborne;  songs, 
duets,  &c. 

So  much  for  London  alone.  But  Liverpool,  Man- 
chester, Liecester,  Dublin,  and  a  dozen  other  cities, 
have  not  a  little  of  the  same  kind  to  report. — We  must 
forbear  glancing  at  the  Continent  till  next  week. 
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BOSTON,  APRIL  22.  1854. 

Miss  Elise  Hensler. 

The  news  of  Miss  Hensler's  engagement  as 
Prima  Donna  at  La  Scala,  which  the  daily  papers 
have  made  known  during  the  past  week,  has 
caused  the  most  lively  gratification  among  her 
friends  in  Boston.  So  many  of  our  readers  feel  a 
personal  interest  in  her  success,  that  there  seems 
to  be  no  good  reason  why  the  details  of  this 
arrangement  should  not  be  given  in  our  columns. 

It  seems  that  Miss  Hensler's  talents  were  first 
made  known  in  Italy  at  a  private  concert  where 
were  assembled  some  of  the  most  distinguished 
persons  in  Milan,  and  many  amateurs  who  have 
since  taken  a  warm  interest  in  her  advancement, 
and  doubtless  contributed  their  influence  to  effect 
her  present  engagement.    At  this  concert  she  sang. 


among  other  things,  Rode's  variations,  and  dis- 
played a  flexibility  of  voice  especially  adapted  for 
the  music  of  Rossini,  which  for  some  years  past 
has  hardly  been  heard  in  Italy,  but  in  favor  of 
which  a  decided  reaction  has  taken  place  in  the 
last  season.  Soon  after  the  concert  she  was  waited 
on  by  the  manager  of  La  Scala,  and  having  ex- 
hibited her  voice  she  was  at  once  offered  an  en- 
gagement for  three  years.  This  was  declined,  but 
finally  a  term  of  fifteen  months  was  agreed  upon. 
The  articles  of  agreement  fix  definitely  the  parts 
which  are  to  be  required  of  her,  which  are  repre- 
sented as  of  mezza  caratlere  (such  as  Linda, 
Lucia,  Amina,  &c.),  and  excluding  all  of  Verdi's 
operas  except  Rigoletto  and  I Masnadieri.  She  is 
to  sing  four  months  at  La  Scala,  commencing  with 
the  Carnival,  and  afterwards  wherever  the  mana- 
ger may  direct,  in  the  principal  theatres  of  Italy 
and  Vienna,  for  1000  lira  per  month  in  Italy,  and 
1500  per  month  out  of  Italy,  which  is  equivalent 
to  $2000  and  $3000  per  annum.  Besides  this, 
she  is  to  have  a  benefit  in  each  city,  except  Milan, 
and  all  travelling  expenses  for  herself  and  father 
are  paid. 

Between  now  and  the  Carnival  (Dec.  1,  1854) 
Miss  Hensler  will  be  free  to  make  engagements 
on  her  own  account ;  and  it  is  probable  that  she 
will  make  her  debut  in  June  at  the  Pergola  theatre 
in  Florence. 

It  is  now  fourteen  months  since  Miss  Hensler 
left  Boston,  half  of  which  time  has  been  passed  in 
Paris  (where  it  will  be  remembered  she  took  a 
prize  at  the  Conservatoire)  and  the  other  half  at 
Milan.  She  now  speaks  four  languages  with 
fluency,  and  all  this  has  been  accomplished  before 
completing  her  eighteenth  year. 


Robert  Schumann. — The  melancholy  report 
of  the  insanity  of  this  great  composer  appears  to 
be  confirmed,  although  we  get  no  direct  and  full 
accounts.  Foreign  papers  contain  a  paragraph, 
under  the  head  ol  DUsseldorf,  his  last  place  of 
residence,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  escaped  from 
his  keepers  and  thrown  himself  into  the  Rhine ; 
but  that  he  was  saved.  His  case,  however,  was 
considered  hopeless. 

It  has  been  stated  that  an  attack  of  delirium 
tremens  preceded  his  derangement.  We  have  been 
told  by  one  who  knew  him  that  he  has  never  been 
addicted  to  any  species  of  intemperance ;  except 
that  at  one  time  he  indulged  freely  in  the  use 
of  German  beer.  This  habit  he  broke  off  entirely 
many  years  ago,  and  to  this  day  he  has  abstained 
from  all  artificial  stimulants.  Probably  the  over- 
excitement  of  an  active  brain,  always  intensely 
busied  with  the  conception  and  execution  of  new 
musical  creations,  was  the  true  secret  of  his 
lamentable  state. 


Concerts. 

The  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club  have 
their  Annual  Complimentary  Concert  this  evening, 
in  the  Lesser  Tremont  Temple.  Mr.  Riha  has 
recovered  from  his  illness  and  the  Quintette  will  be 
in  full  force.  They  will  have  also  the  valuable 
assistance  of  the  sweet  singer,  Mrs.  Wentt\''Oeth, 
who  volunteers  two  of  her  choicest  songs,  viz.  Du 
list  die  Ruh  of  Schubert,  and  Cherubiui's  Ave 
Maria,  with  clarinet ;  and  of  the  two  very  able 
pianists,  Mr.  Hause  and  Mr.  Heller,  the  latter 
of  whom  will  take  part  in  one  of  Bach's  Sonata 
Duos  with  August  Fries,  and  the  former  in  tha 
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brilliant  Polonaise  of  Chopin  with  Wulf  Feies. 
Mr.  Hause,  too,  will  play  an  Impromptu  of  his 
own,  and  part  of  a  Concerto  by  Hummel,  and  the 
two  pianists  will  execute  the  Hommage  a  Handel, 
by  Moscheles.  Both  have  volunteered  their  aid. 
The  favorite  Quartet  by  Beethoven  (No.  6  of  op- 
18),  and  the  Adagio  from  the  Quintet  by  Mendels- 
sohn, make  out  the  remainder  of  a  programme 
uncommonly  rich  and  choice. 

Let  it  appear  that  the  whole  Chamber  music 
loving  public  are  the  givers  of  the  Compliment 
and  warm  supporters  of  the  concert.  The  Club 
have  richly  earned  it ;  count  over  the  quantity  of 
the  best  classical  compositions  for  our  knowledge 
and  enjoyment  of  which  we  are  indebted  to  the 
Quintette  Club,  and  you  will  feel  it  a  duty  and  a 
hearty  impulse  to  be  there  to-night.  We  trust 
the  benefit  will  be  a  bumper. 

Miss  Anna  Stone.  —  The  Complimentary 
Farewell  Concert  to  our  accomplished  and  for 
years  most  serviceable  native  caniatrice  will  take 
place  at  Chickering's  Rooms  on  Monday  evenmg.- 
The  selection  of  music  will  be  unique  and  rare, 
consisting  largely  of  Sacred  Music,  by  the  Trinity 
Church  Choir,  of  which  Miss  Stone  has  so  long 
been  the  peculiar  ornament,  with  the  assistance  of 
several  of  our  most  distinguished  solo  sincrers. 
The  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club,  too,  have  vol- 
unteered. We  hope  the  programme  may  include 
that  beautiful  Te  Deiim,  which  we  heard  on 
Easter  Sunday  by  the  choir  aforesaid,  and  in 
which  Miss  Anna  Stone's  voice  must  have  charmed 
the  ears  and  souls  of  the  congregation  into  a 
keenly  tantalizing  sense  of  blessings  soon  to  take 
their  flight. 

Boston  can  hardly  realize  the  loss  it  will  sustain 
in  the  departure  of  Miss  Stone.  Everj'  oratorio, 
known  to  the  present  generation  of  music-lovers 
hereabouts,  is  associated  with  her  voice  in  the 
principal  soprano  part.  To  the  "  Messiah,"  "  Sam- 
son," "  Judas  Maccabseus,"  &c.  of  Handel ;  to  the 
"  St.  Paul "  and  "  Elijah  "  of  Mendelssohn ;  to  the 
Stabat  Mater  and  "  Moses  in  Egypt "  of  Kossini ; 
and  to  many  others,  she  has  been  indispensable  ; 
not  to  speak  of  the  Choir  Singing  and  the  miscel- 
laneous or  Classical  concerts  in  which  she  has  so 
frequently  borne  distinguished  part.  Her  clarion- 
like soprano,  in  some  of  Handel's  most  soul-stirring 
songs,  and  especially  on  the  top-waves  of  a  sub- 
lime surging  chorus  with  solo,  can  hardly  be  re- 
placed. Her  great  facility  in  reading  music,  too, 
however  difficult ;  her  quick  comprehension  and 
mastery  of  complicated  musical  relations,  have 
made  her  services  invaluable  in  the  first  study  and 
bringing  out  of  the  great  masterpieces  of  oratario. 
Thanks  to  railroads,  New  York  is  not  so  very  far 
•  from  us  that  we  may  not  hope  the  Handel  and 
Haydn  Society  may  still  procure  occasionally  the 
services  of  their  first  oratorio  singer. 

Meanwhile  a  debt  of  gratitude  is  due,  which 
has  an  opportunity  of  gracefully  acknowl- 
edging itself,  if  not  of  discharging  the  amount  in 
full,  on  Monday  evening.  Who  doubts  that  it 
will  be  a  crowded  and  an  admirable  concert  ? 
There  is  a  peculiar  fitness  in  the  place  selected, 
considering  that  our  lamented  Jonas  Chickek- 
iNG  was  among  the  first  to  recognize,  and  the 
most  generous  and  active  to  encourage  and  further 
the  talent  of  Miss  Anna  Stone. 


Vindictive  Criticism.     Our  amiable  con- 
temporary, the  New  York  Musical  Review,  seems 


to  have  set  itself  to  work  with  malice  prepense  to 
root  up  and  destroy  the  musical  fair  fame  of  Mr. 
Richard  Storrs  AVillis,  the  editor  of  the  Musical 
World  and  Times.  For  this  purpose  it  looks 
back  four  years  to  a  publication  of  Mr.  Willis, 
called  "  Church  Chorals  and  Choir  Studies,"  and 
proceeds  with  savage  glee  to  pull  it  to  pieces 
through  an  extended  criticism  of  four  pages  and 
a  half  The  article  is  ably  written  and  shows 
learning  in  this  speciality.  But  the  motive  of 
the  attack  reveals  itself  too  clearly.  It  is  retalia- 
tion on  a  criticism  which  Mr.  Willis  had  the  great 
presumption  about  a  year  ago  to  make  upon  the 
work  of  another  composer-collector  of  church 
music.  Mr.  Willis,  so  far  as  we  remember, 
criticized  in  a  spirit  of  friendly  courtesy 
and  candor;  his  own  assurances  whereof  are 
now  ironically  retorted  upon  him,  as  if  to 
show  the  kindly  spirit  of  the  demolishing  review. 
We  do  not  propose  to  answer  the  review ;  Mr. 
Willis  will  undoubtedly  do  that  for  himself  But 
we  must  express  our  sorrow  that  this  vindictive 
personality  should  constitute  so  much  of  the 
animus  and  peculiar  piquancy  of  a  musical  jour- 
nal which  so  industriously  courts  the  widest  cir- 
culation. 

The  Review  seems  to  have  entered  the  field 
like  a  big,  saucy  and  unscrupulous  bully,  with  a 
determination  to  drive  all  rivals  out  of  sight.  Its 
little  running  fire  of  petty  jeers  and  flings  at 
others,  which  it  keeps  up  in  every  number,  is  a 
species  of  solitary  amusement  which  must  soon 
weary  of  itself  And  even  this  more  serious  at- 
tack upon  the  whole  professional  character  of 
Mr.  Willis  must  injure  its  own  cause  far  more 
than  his.  That  Bach  could  harmonize  the  old 
Chorals  in  a  more  masterly  style  than  Mr.  Willis, 
is  probably  the  last  thing  that  Mr.  Willis  would 
deny.  The  corrections  of  his  historical  accuracy, 
about  the  origin  of  various  tunes,  do  not  touch 
a  very  vital  matter.  The  labored  showing  up  of 
hidden  Jffths  and  octaves  (too  uselessly  the  staple 
of  much  musical  criticism)  often  amounts  to  no 
more  than  the  showing  of  a  little  very  common 
license,  justified  by  all  standards,  save  the  most 
rigid  and  pedantic  old  ecclestiastical ;  justified, 
too,  by  a  plenty  of  great  examples  and  by  the 
ear  and  common  sense  which  know  how  absolute- 
ly to  accept  all  rules.  And  the  main  charge,  of 
egotism  and  pretense  of  perfect  musical  know- 
ledge, comes  with  an  odd  grace  from  a  journal 
that  could  taunt  another  with  modesty  ! 


A  New  Philharmonic  Society. — In  the 
press  of  other  matters  we  dropped  the  Philhar- 
monic controversy  after  copying  that  Society's 
vindication  of  itself,  which  we  thought  satisfactory, 
but  which  failed  to  satisfy  their  accuser,  as  he  has 
since  responded  in  Willis's  Musical  World,  abus- 
ing us  at  the  same  time  for  not  copying  all  of  his 
first  letter.  We  were  too  busy  and  liked  not  the 
tone  of  his  communication.  Our  readers  will  re- 
member a  pleasant  letter  which  we  published  from 
our  occasional  New  York  correspondent  "  Pegan," 
about  the  Philharmonic  Society,  which  indulged 
in  a  little  good-natured  banter  about  Mr.  Bris- 
tow's  complaint.  Mr.  B.  abuses  us  for  finding 
room  for  the  letter  of  such  a  "  low  and  vulgar 
correspondent,"  apropos  to  which,  "  Pegan  "  writes 
a  clever  note  to  Mr.  Willis.  This  too  we  did  not 
copy,  since  our  readers  needed  not  to  be  assured 
that  "  Pegan  "  was  entirely  undeserving  such  op- 
probrious epithets.     Enough  of  that. 

But  we  forgot  to  express  our  gratification  at 
one  announcement  made  by  Mr.  Bristow,  which 


is,  that  measures  are  on  foot  in  New  York  for  the 
establishment  of  "  The  American  Philharmonic 
Society,"  which  is  to  be  "  free  from  all  cliques, 
and  whose  aim  will  be  to  promote  and  cultivate 
the  Divine  Art,  regardless  of  any  national  preju- 
dices;"— that  is,  to  give  the  fairest  chance  to  all 
American  composers.  This  is  much  more  to  the 
point,  than  sore  complaints  and  personalities.  It 
is  a  good  thing  to  have  German  music,  and  a 
Philharmonic  Society  to  play  it  for  us.  It  will 
be  another  good  thing  to  have  a  society  for  native 
music.  "  Pegan  "  suggested  the  same  settlement 
of  the  diflerence  in  the  letter  which  Mr.  B.  found 
so  offensive. 


Annual  Complimentary  Benefit  Concert. 

Kepcctfully  announce  that  their  LAST  CONCEIIT  of  the  sea- 
son will  take  place  on  SATURDAY  EVENING,  April  22d,  at 
the  MEIONAON,  Treraont  Street,  assisted  by  the  following 
Artists,  who  have  kindly  volunteered  their  services  : 

Mrs.  E.  A.  "WEWT'WORTH.  Vocalist, 
Messrs.  CARL  HAUSE,  and 

BOBEUT  HELLER,  Pianists. 

PROGRAMME. 
Part  I. 

1.  Quartette  No.  6,  op.  18,  in  B  flat, Beethoven. 

2.  Song :  "  Thou  art  the  rest," Schubert, 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Wentwoeth. 

3.  Impromptu  Brillant,  for  Piano,  dedicated  to  Louis  Spohr. 

Carl  Hadse. 

4.  Second  Sonata  for  Violin  and  Piano, J.  S.  Bach. 

Messrs.  A.  Fries  and  R.  Heller. 

Part  II. 

5.  Hommage  i  Handel,  for  Piano-forte,  ^  quatre  mains, 

Messrs.  Hadse  and  R.  Hellee.  Moscheles. 

6.  Ave  Maria, with  Clarinette  obligato, (by  request,)Cherubini. 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Wentwoeth. 

7.  Introduction  and  Polonaise,  for  Piano  and  Violoncello, 

Messrs.  Hause  and  Wulf  Eries.  Chopin. 

8.  Adagio  from  Quintette  No.  2,  in  B  flat, Mendelssohn. 

9.  First  Movement  from  the  Concerto  in  A  minor,  for  Piano, 

Carl  Haose.  Hummel. 

[Cr"  Tickets,  50  cents,  may  be  had  at  the  usual  places,  and 
at  the  door. 
OCr^  Doors  open  at  7.    Concert  to  commence  as  1)^. 


A  COMPLIMENTARY  CONCERT 

TO 

MISS    ANNA   STONE, 

Will  take  place  at  the 
MESSRS.    CHICKERIIVO'S    AVAREKOOM, 

On  Monday  Evening,  April  24th. 

Selections  of  favorite  pieces  of  Sacred  Music  ■will  be  performed 
by  the  TRINITY  CHURCH  CHOIR,  assisted  by  Mrs.  AVENT- 
WORTH,  Mr.  ARTHURSON,  Mr  T.  BALL,  and  Mr.  WHEAT. 
The  QUINTETTE  CLUB  have  also  kindly  consented  to  ren- 
der their  very  desirable  assistance. 

0;;!?=" Concert  to  commence  at  8  o'clock. 

IXIT^Tickets  of  admission,  at  ©1,  can  be  obtained  at  Mr.  Dit- 
son's  music  store,  116  Washington  etreet,  and  at  the  Messrs. 
Chickering's  Wareroom, 


CHURCH  ORGAN. 

AN  excellent  Church  Organ,  belonging  to  a  Society  in  this 
City,  is  offered  for  sale.  It  has  two  banks  of  keys,  and 
pedal  bass,  and  in  all  twenty-one  stops,  is  in  good  order,  and 
can  be  dehvered  to  the  purchaser  immediatelv.    Apply  to 

JOSEPH  L.  BATES,  No.  129  Washington  St. 
Apr  15    3t 


VESTRY  SONGS. 

A  COLLECTION  of  Hymns  and  Tunes  for  Sabbath  Schools, 
Social  Meetings,  and  Private  Peyotions.    234  pp.,  ISmo., 
full  cloth,  gilt  backs.    Price  33  cents. 

C.  C.  DEAST,  Treas.  Mass.  S.  S.  Society. 
Apr.  15.    4t 


A  SOPRANO  WANTED. 

FOR  a  church  in  Savannah,  Qa.  A  good  soprano  singer, 
and  one  who  is  a  good  musician  and  teacher,  would  receive 
a  fair  salary,  and  find  scholars.  Tor  further  particulars  en- 
quire at  this  office.  March  11  3m. 

Oerniaiiia  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E.  TELTOW,  Agent. 
iiUtf  30  Fayette  Street. 
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GREAT  BOOK  IN  PRESS. 

MOORE'S  ENCYCLOPAEDIA  OF  MUSIC: 

COMPILED  BY  JOHN  TV.  MOORE, 

With  the  assistance  of  other  distinguished  men  in  the  mnsical 
world.  The  intention  of  the  author  is  to  make  a  most  com- 
plete and  thorough  work  of  the  above,  which  will  be  a  desid- 
eratum in  the  world  of  music.  It  will  be  published  in  one 
elegant  Koyal  Octavo  volume  of  about  900  pages,  double  col- 
umns, and  will  contain  a  complete 

Dictionary  of  Musical  Terms, 

A  HISTORY  OP  THE  SCIEW^CE  OF  MUSIC, 

from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  on  Harmony  and  Thorougli  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  Musical  Instruments,  with  the 
names  of  the  most  distinguished  makers,  and  a  complete  Musi- 
cal Biography  of  over  three  thousand  of  the  most  distinguished 
Composers  and  Musicians  who  have  ever  lived.  Mr.  Moore  has 
spent  several  years  in  compiling  this  valuable  work.  It  is  now 
going  through  the  press  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S. — The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluable 
to  every  professional  musician,  and  to  every  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring  ;  we  hope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  has 
been  delayed  on  account  of  the  immense  labor  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  the  difficulty  of  stereotyping  a  work  so  full  of  examples. 
The  delay,  however,  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  be S^4  00. 

The  price,  bound  in  half  calf,  will  be 4  50. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  &  Co., 
Publishers,  17  and  19  Cornhill,  Boston  ; 
JE-ffETT,  PKOGTOR  &  WORTHINGTON, 
Cleveland. 
Will  be  for  sale  by  all  the  book  and  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  -  Feb.  11. 

John  Btmyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE  EXTLRE  AND   INIMITABLE  ALLEGOEY   OP 

THE    PILGRIM'S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  Pnblislier. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  adthorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

€'0  Itthliatli  Irjinnl  |it|imEtiDkDts. 

We  have  just  published  a  beautiful  Book  for  your  use,  entitled 
THE  SABBATH  SCHOOL, 

A  complete  collection  of  Hymns  and  Tunes  for  Sabbath  Schools, 
FamiUes,  and  Social  Gatherings. 

BY    WILLIAM    WILLIAMS, 
Professor  of  Music  in  Charlestown  Female  Seminary. 

We  believe  that  upon  examination  this  ^yill  be  found  to  he 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  collections  of  Music  and  Hymns  for 
Childreh  ever  published. 

PRICE  FIFTEEN  DOLLARS  PER  HUNDRED. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT  &  CO., 
Apr  1    6t  Publishers,  Boston. 

VIAKO-FORTE  1:XSTR\jCTIO]M. 

G.  A.  SCHMITT,  (Prom  Germany,) 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIAJVO-PORTE. 

IS  now  prepared  to  give  lessons  at  the  residence  of  pupils  or 
at  his  own  residence,  No.  7  Haymarltet  Place. 
Blr.  S.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music  stores  of  Oliver  Ditson 
or  Nathan  Richardson. 

Refers  to  the  following  gentlemen :  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq., 
Hallett,  Davis  &  Co.,  Oliver  Ditson,  Nathan  Richardson. 
Oct.  8. 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER  AND   DEALER  IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  314  AVasIiingtoii  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  <^  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

N.    D.    COTTON. 

IMPORTEK  AND  DEAliER  IB 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

No.  13  Tremout  Row,  Boston. 

■Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

16  tf 
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In  all  its  various  brandies, 

NEATLY    AND    PBOMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY   EDWARD    L.    BALCH, 

®ffu£  Sourital  of  iHusu,  No.  21  %t\titiX  %\.. 

The  MED.4L  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  him  by  the  Mass. 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  workmanship, 
may  he  seen  at  his  oifice. 

O"  MUSIC    prepared  for  Stereotyping. 


(FROM  DITSON'S  CATALOGUE.] 
GEMS   FROM   BEETHOVEN. 

Op.  2    Three  Sonatas,  No.  1,  E  minor, 75 

"  2       "             "        "    2,  A 75 

"  2        "             "        "    3,0, 1,00 

"  7    Grand  Sonata,  E  flat, 1,00 

"  10    Three  Sonatas,  No.  1,  C  minor, 50 

"  10        "             "        "    2,  F 60 

"  10        "             "        "    3,  D, 75 

"  13    Sonata  Pathetique,  C  minor, 75 

"  14    Two  Sonatas,  No.  1,  E, 50 

"  14        "        "          "    2,  G 50 

"  22    Grand  Sonata,  B, 1,00 

"  26    Grand  Sonata,  A  flat, 75 

"  27    Two  Sonatas,  No.  1,  C  sharp  minor, 50 

"  27       "       "          "    2,  E  flat, 50 

"  28    Sonata  Pastoral,  D, 75 

"  SI    Three  Sonatas,  No.  1,  G, 75 

"  31        "           "         "    2,  D  minor, 76 

"  81        "           "         "    3,Eflat 1,00 

"  49    Two  Sonatas,  No.  1,  G  minor 38 

"  49      "          "         "     2,G, 38 

"  53    Grand  Sonata,  0, 1,00 

"  54    Sonata,  F 60 

"  57    Sonata  Appass.,  E  minor, 1,00 

"  78    Sonata.  F  sharp, 60 

"  79    Sonatine,G, .• 50 
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"  90    Sonata,  E  minor, 75 

"  100    Sonata,  A, 75 

"  106    Grand  Sonata,  B, 1,25 

"  109    Grand  Sonata,  E, 1,00 

«  110    Sonata,  A, 1,00 

"  111    Sonata,  C, 1,00 

"  92    Seventh  Symphony,  A, 1,25 
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A  Sketch  of  the  History  of  the  Piano-forte 
and  of  Pianists. 

[From  the  French  of  M.  Fetis,  1834] 

From  the  very  origin  of  music  among  civilized 
nations,  it  has  been  remarked,  that  the  talent  of 
ithe  instrumental  performer  is  always  in  a  ratio 
with  the  state  of  insufficiency  or  perfection  of 
the  instruments  which  he  employs ;  and  that  the 
history  of  the  one  is  inseparable  from  that  of  the 
other.  This  observation  is  particularly  applica- 
ble to  the  piano-forte  and  to  pianists  ;  tor  tlie  me- 
chanism ot  the  key,  upon  which  the  artist's  per- 
fection of  talent  depends,  is  a  natural  conse- 
quence of  the  more  or  less  perfect  state  of  the 


instrument.  It  is  sufficient  to  compare  the  an- 
cient spinet  with  a  good  piano-forte  from  the 
manufactories  of  Paris,  Vienna,  or  London,  to  be 
convinced  that  the  manner  of  playing  these  in- 
struments is  altogether  different.  In  the  former, 
the  jack,  furnished  at  one  end  with  a  quill, 
pressed  upon  the  string,  which  resounded  only 
when  the  quill,  having  the  effect  of  a  spring, 
was  bent  by  the  pressure  of  the  finger  upon  the 
key,  and  escaped  with  a  bound,  by  means  of 
which  the  string  was  brought  into  vibration. 
The  sound  produced  by  means  like  these,  was 
that  of  a  string  struck  by  a  hard  and  dead  body ; 
hence  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  gradations  of 
sounds — of  either  the  piano,  the  forte,  the  legato, 
the  rinforzando,  the  smorzando,  or  the  like.  The 
key  always  required  to  be  struck  with  force,  be- 
cause an  effort  was  necessary  to  produce  the 
sound.  How  wide  the  difference  between  these 
contrivances,  and  the  easy  key-boards  of  our 
piano-fortes,  of  those  hammers  acting  without 
difficulty,  and  with  rigorous  precision,  on  their 
finely-wrought  pivots,  impelled  by  levers  of  ad- 
mirable suppleness,  and  at  will  either  striking  the 
string  with  torce,  or  touching  it  with  the  greatest 
gentleness!  Evei-y  thing  is  easy  upon  an  instru- 
ment offering  such  resources ;  the  fingers  acquire 
agility,  because  they  encounter  no  obstacle ;  the 
well  organized  artist  expresses  with  facility  the 
finest  shades  of  the  feelings  by  which  he  is  actu- 
ated, because  the  shades  of  sound  produced  by 
his  instrument  are  inexhaustible ;  in  a  word,  his 
execution  is  full  of  variety,  because  the  piano- 
forte which  he  uses  affords  him  abundant  scope 
for  producing  it.  Pianists  are  so  far  under  the 
influence  of  the  qualities  or  defects  of  the  instru- 
ments on  which  they  exercise  their  talents,  that 
the  Germans,  accustomed  to  the  light  mechanism 
of  the  piano-forte  of  Vienna,  are  generally  found 
10  possess  a  more  brilliant  and  more  easy  exe- 
cution than  the  French  or  English,  whose  instru- 
ments being  more  energetic  and  heavy,  have,  till 
now,  afforded  a  more  vigorous,  but  less  brilliant 
style  of  playing. 

I  purpose  to  examine  by  what  succession  of 
improvements  the  manufacturers  of  instruments 
have  succeeded  in  bringing  the  piano-forte  to  the 
state  of  perfection  to  which  it  has  attained,  and 
of  the  revolutions  of  style,  and  of  the  mechanism 
of  the  keys  of  this  instrument,  which  have  been 
the  result. 

It  has  been  asserted  by  all  those  who  have 
treated  of  the  origin  of  the  clavichord,  or,  more 
properly  speaking,  of  stringed  instruments  with 
key-boards,  that  no  traces  of  the  existence  of  the 
harpsichord  or  spinet  are  to  be  found  anterior 
to  the  sixteenth  century.  It  is  true,  that  no  ex- 
act description  is  to  be  found  previous  to  that 
period ;  but  Boccaccio,  who  wrote  his  Decam- 
erone  about  the  year  1350,  makes  mention  of  a 
cembalo  for  accompanying  the  voice.  Some 
persons  have  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  this  cembalo 
being  the  harpsichord,  afterwards  known  under 
that  name  in  Italy,  and  have  imagined  that  an 
instrument  of  the  same  species  as  the  cymbalum 


of  the  ancients  was  intended ;  that  is  to  say,  an 
instrument  of  percussion.  This  is  not  likely  ;  for 
the  use  of  small  portable  organs,  and  stringed 
instruments,  had  been  so  widely  spread  during 
the  thirteenth  century,  as  is  seen  in  illuminated 
MSB.,  and  music  had  made  such  progress  in 
Italy  in  the  time  of  Boccaccio,  that  it  is  not  prob- 
able they  would,  under  the  circumstances  related 
in  the  romance,  have  accompanied  the  voice  with 
an  instrument  of  percussion.  If  it  were  per- 
mitted me  to  venture  a  conjecture  in  this  regard, 
I  should  rather  think  that  the  instrument  spoken 
of  by  Boccaccio  was  the  tympanum  (the  tympana 
of  the  Italians,)  which  is  still  to  be  occasionally 
seen  in  the  hands  of  itinerant  musicians,  and 
which  consists  of  a  rectangular  chest,  in  which  is 
a  sounding  board,  surmounted  by  a  bridge 
mounted  with  wire  or  catgut  strings.  The  player 
strikes  these  strings  with  two  small  sticks,  hooked 
at  the  end,  forming  a  harmony  in  two  parts,  and, 
if  skifful,  even  executing  passages  of  some  diffi- 
culty. To  the  various  mechanical  means  after- 
wards devised,  in  order  to  obtain  substitutes  for 
these  sticks,  we  are  doubtless  indebted  for  the 
origin  of  stringed  instruments  with  a  key-board. 

There  existed  in  Rome,  about  sixty  years  since, 
a  clavichord,  furnished  with  twenty-five  keys, 
without  any  difference  of  form  for  the  sharps  or 
flats,  and  which  had  the  appearance  of  being  one 
of  the  first  essays  made  in  the  fabrication  of 
keyed  instruments.  It  was  then  affirmed  that  it 
had  been  brought  from  Greece  to  Rome  in  the 
time  of  Juhus  Cesar ;  such  an  opinion  has  no 
need  of  refutation.  M.  HuUmandel  also  speaks 
of  another  clavichord*  which  existed  in  the  same 
city,  the  body,  table,  and  bridges  of  which  were 
of  white  marble.  This  instrument  had  doubtless 
formed  part  of  some  monument;  the  date  of  650 
assigned  it,  was  altogether  ridiculous.  Zarlino 
speaks  of  a  spinet,  the  relics  of  which  existed 
in  his  time  (1555,)  and  which  appeared  to  have 
been  made  about  150  years  previous.  The  testi- 
mony of  so  learned  a  musician  is  undeniable,  and 
is,  moreover,  in  accordance  with  what  is  known 
relative  to  certain  celebrated  artists  of  the  four- 
teenth century,  such  as  Francesco  degli  Organi, 
Nicolo  del  Proposto,  Jacopo  da  Bologna,  and 
some  others,  who  were  not  only  skifful  qrganists, 
but  also  distinguished  themselves  on  keyed  instru- 
ments, as  is  seen  in  the  pages  of  the  Italian  writers 
of  the  fifteenth  century.  These  instruments  must, 
therefore,  have  existed  at  that  period.  Again, 
nothing  more  clearly  proves  the  existence  of  the 
harpsichord  or  spinet  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
or  at  latest  of  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth,  than 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  spoken  of  by  those 
who  gave  descriptions  of  these  instruments  in  the 
early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century.  They  do 
not  speak  of  them  as  new  inventions,  and  the 
varieties  which  they  mention  demonstrate,  in  the 
clearest  manner,  that  they  could  be  the  result 
only  of  multiplied  essays,  dating  from  times  al- 
ready long  gone  by.     The  least  attention  to  the 

*  See  the  article  Clavecin  in  the  Enoyclopedie  Me- 
thodique,  under  the  head  Mdsic. 
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slow  manner  in  which  discoveries  and  improve- 
ments were  made,  in  so  backward  a  state  of  civil- 
ization as  that  of  these  first  periods  of  the  birth 
of  the  arts,  will  convince  us  that  instruments  of 
so  complicated  a  kind,  could  not  start  forth  at 
once  from  the  brain  of  such  inventors  as  those 
described  by  the  writers  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

From  all  that  we  can  learn  by  tradition,  it 
seems  probable  that  the  clavichord  was  invented 
by  the  Italians  about  the  year  1300,  and  that  it 
was  afterwards  imitated  by  the  Belgians  and 
Germans.  The  invention  of  this  instrument  must 
necessarily  have  preceded  that  of  all  others  of 
the  keyed  kind,  as  being  the  most  simple  and 
most  analagous  with  the  tympana,  of  which  we 
have  just  spoken.  It  was  of  a  square  form,  and 
mounted  with  a  single  string  only  for  each  tone, 
and  its  mechanism  consisted  of  a  small  tongue  of 
copper  attached  perpendicularly  to  the  key,  be- 
low the  string  upon  which  it  was  intended  to  act. 
The  greatest  inconvenience  in  the  construction 
of  the  clavichord  was,  that  of  the  tongue  of  cop- 
per being  fastened  to  the  key,  for  the  metal 
tongue,  thus  fixed,  remained  upon  the  string  as 
long  as  the  finger  was  upon  the  key,  so  that  un- 
less the  player  took  off  his  finger  the  instant  the 
string  had  been  struck,  this  tongue  intercepted 
the  vibrations  of  the  string.  Another  defect  in 
this  mode  of  eliciting  sound  without  elasticity, 
was  that  of  forcing  the  string  for  a  moment  from 
its  level,  and  by  this  momentary  derangement,  of 
raising  its  intonation.  Yet,  notwithstanding  these 
defects,  the  clavichord  continued  long  in  use  in 
Germany,  on  account  of  the  simplicity  of  its 
construction,  of  its  low  price,  and  the  conveniency 
of  its  form,  for  they  had  contrived  to  make  its 
sounding  chest  of  several  divisions,  which  could 
be  shortened  or  lengthened  at  pleasure,  so  as  to 
carry  the  instrument  under  the  arm.  In  his  first 
musical  journeys,  Mozart  played  upon  a  clavi- 
chord, which  formed  part  of  his  baggage. 

On  an  attentive  examination  of  the  music  for 
keyed  instruments,  composed  by  the  most  ancient 
artists,  we  shall  remark  a  very  perceptible  anal- 
ogy between  the  multitude  of  ornaments  with 
which  it  is  overloaded,  and  the  natuae  of  the 
clavichord  itself.  Sustained  sounds  not  being 
capable  of  execution  on  this  instrument,  it  was 
found  necesssary  to  supply  their  place  by  simple 
and  double  trills,  roulades,  and  a  thousand  similar 
things,  with  which  the  works  of  Diruta,  of  Anto- 
nio degli  Organi,  Gabrieli,  Bernard  Schmidt, 
Claude  Merulo,  and  Frescobaldi  are  full.  The 
great  art  of  playing  -the  clavichord  consisted  in 
lifting  up  the  fingers  as  promptly  as  possible,  and 
of  running  lightly  over  the  keys,  rather  than 
forcibly  pressing  on  them.  The  music  composed 
for  this  instrument  by  Francesco  degli  Organi, 
Nicolo  del  Proposto,  and  Jacopo  da  Bologna,  not 
having  reached  us,  it  is  impossible  to  form  a  just 
idea  of  it,  otherwise  than  by  analogy  with  that  of 
their  successors.  Among  these,  one  of  the  most 
ancient,  and  of  the  greatest  celebrity,  was  An- 
tonio Squarcialupi,  surnamed  Antonio  degli  Or- 
gani. He  was  organist  in  the  cathedral  of  Flor- 
ence, and  lived  in  the  reign  of  Lorenzo  il  Magni- 
fico,  about  the  year  1450.  His  pieces  have  not 
been  printed  ;  but  Antonio  Franscisco  Doni  in- 
forms us,  that  he  possessed  more  than  ten  volumes 
of  iablatures  for  the  organ,  clavichord,  and  luth, 
composed  by  Antonio  di  Bologna  (Squarcialupi,) 
Julio  de  Modena,  Francesco  da  Milano,  and 
Giacomo  da  Busu.  The  reputation  of  Squar- 
cialupi was  such,  that  after  his  death  a  bust  to 
his  honor  was  erected  in  the  cathedral  of  Flor- 
ence, with  an  inscription  in  which  his  merits 
were  celebrated  in  very  flattering  terms. 

Andre  Gabrieli  was  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
composers  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  renowned 
as  an  organist  of  merit.  He  lived  at  Venice, 
and  was  named  organist  to  St.  Mark's.  In  his 
works  are  found  some  of  the  most  ancient  varia- 
tions (known  at  this  period  by  the  name  of  dimi- 
nutions') to  a  subject,  with  rapid  and  brilliant 
harmonic  traits. 

Among  the  most  able  performers  on  the  clavi- 
chord of  the  fifteenth  century,  we  may  class  Ga- 
brielli  Fattorini,  Claudio  Merulo,  organist  to  the 
Duke  of  Ferrara  and  the  cathedral  of  Venice, 
Francesco   Corteccia,  and    Alessandro   Striggio. 


Their  works,  like  those  of  the  organists  named 
above,  consist  in  ricercari  on  the  themes  of  ma- 
drigals or  celebrated  motets,  in  variations  to  French 
or  Italian  songs,  and  in  dances  more  or  less 
ornamented.  Some  collections  of  these  compo- 
sitions have  reached  us,  and  confirm  the  observa- 
tion made  upon  the  analogy  of  style  then  in  use, 
to  the  nature  of  the  instrument  in  question. 

The  number  of  other  organists  and  players  on 
the  clavichord  who  distinguished  themselves  at 
this  epoch  is  very  considerable.  Among  the 
most  remarkable  we  may  cite  Paul  Hofifhaimer, 
born  at  Radstat,  in  Stiria,  and  who  was  knighted 
by  the  emperor  iMaximilian  :  Johann  Buchner  of 
Constance  ;  Johann  Kotter  of  Berne ;  Conrad  of 
Spire ;  Schachinger,  osganist  at  Padua ;  Johann 
von  Cologne,  in  Saxony;  Melchior  Neysidler, 
Valentin  GreflT,  Enrico  Rodesca  da  Foggia  of 
Turin ;  Bindella  of  Treviso ;  Vittorio  of  Bologna ; 
Giulio  Cesare  Barbetta  of  Padua ;  Claudio  de 
Correggio,  Andre  de  Canareggio,  Paolo  de  Cas- 
tello,  and  Alessandro  Milleville. 

The  clavichord  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
introduced  into  France,  nor  does  the  history  of 
music  make  mention  of  any  French  performer 
on  that  instrument  of  the  fifteenth  century. 

When  the  defects  inherent  in  the  construction 
of  the  clavichord  were  discovered,  a  plan  was 
devised  of  striking  the  strings  with  small  pieces 
of  quill  affixed  to  minute  springs  adjusted  in 
the  upper  part  of  small  flat  pieces  of  wood, 
termed  jacks.  These  jacks  were  directed  per- 
pendicularly upon  the  key,  and  when  the  spring 
had  made  its  escape,  after  the  string  had  been 
struck,  the  jack  fell  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be 
able  to  reproduce  the  sound  at  will.  A  slip  of 
cloth  applied  to  each  side  of  the  jack  had  the 
effect  of  a  damper  in  stopping  the  vibration. 

This  new  invention  was  applied  to  two  instru- 
ments, which  differed  only  in  form ;  the  one  was 
the  virginal,  the  chest  of  which  was  rectangular, 
like  that  of  small  piano-fortes  ;  the  other  was  the 
spinet,  which  had  the  form  of  a  harp  laid  in  a 
horizontal  position.  These  instruments  were 
much  in  vogue  towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  but  were  soon  surpassed,  both  in  respect 
to  volume  of  sound  and  variety  of  effects,  by  the 
harpsichord. 

In  the  spinet  and  virginal  there  was  but  one 
string  for  each  tone;  two  were  added  to  the 
harpsichord,  the  form  of  which  was  nearly  the 
same  as  that  of  our  grand  horizontal  pianofortes. 
The  mechanism  of  the  jack  remained  the  same 
as  in  the  spinet.  At  length  Hans  Puckers  of 
Antwerp  effected  an  important  reform  in  this 
instrument.  He  was  originally  a  joiner ;  but, 
quitting  that  business,  devoted  himself  entirely  to 
the  construction  of  harpsichords,,  and  gained  a 
reputation  in  that  way,  which  was  surpassed  by 
no  other.  He  gave  this  instrument  a  more  power- 
ful and  connected  sound,  by  joining  to  the  two 
strings  in  unison,  a  third  range  of  shorter  and 
finer  strings,  tuned  to  the  upper  octave  of  the 
others,  and  which  could  be  entoned  at  pleasure, 
either  together  with  them,  or  separately.  He 
mounted  his  harpsichords  partly  with  catgut 
strings,  and  partly  with  steel  wire.  In  imitation 
of  the  organ,  he  added  a  second  key-board  to  his 
instruments,  the  object  of  which  was  to  allow 
three  strings  to  be  heard  at  once,  or  only  a  single 
one  at  pleasure.  In  fine,  he  extended  the  com- 
pass of  his  harpsichord  to  four  complete  octaves 
(from  C  to  C,)  by  adding  four  grave  sounds  to  the 
forty  five  which  existed  before. 

[To  be  continued.] 


Dazzling  Virtuosity. 

[  The  following  extract  shows  in  what  light  one  of  the 
soberer  sort  of  English  critics  viewed  the  wonderful  play- 
ing of  Liszt  in  1840.  Fortunately  for  Art,  Liszt  has  long 
since  dropped  the  character  of  a  mere  wonder-worker 
with  the  fingers,  and  become  one  of  the  most  earnest 
ministers  and  servants  of  high  Art;  but  there  are  still  a 
plenty  of  "  modern  instances"  to  which  this  "  old  saw" 
is  applicable.] 

The  force  of  pianoforte-playing  could  no  fur- 
ther go— he  fairly  met  Thalberg  on  his  own  ground, 
and  in  mechanical  acquirement,  we  think,  sur- 
passed him. 


So  far  as  all  this  is  evidence  of  how  much  may 
be  done  by  intense  application  and  personal  fit- 
ness for  seeking  out  and  overthrowing  giant  diSi- 
culties,  nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory ;  but 
the  influence  of  such  exhibitions  on  musical  art 
is  wholly  another  question.  To  undervalue  the 
industry  and  talent  of  such  performers  as  M. 
Liszt,  and  to  express  discontent  with  that  which 
is  abstractedly,  perfect,  may  seem  harsh,  and 
hypercritical ;  but  we  nevertheless  avow  our  con- 
viction that,  on  music,  the  cultivation  and  encour- 
agement of  this  kind  of  semi-miraculous  handi- 
craft exerts  a  most  baneful  effect.  To  lay  our 
objection  at  the  root  of  the  evil ; — it  envelopes  the 
essentials  of  art  in  a  string  of  false  positions ;  it 
enslaves  the  understanding  to  the  ear — it  draws 
attention  from  the  composer  to  the  player — from 
music  to  its  performance  :  it  places  the  last  first, 
and  the  first,  last.  We  neither  intend  to  speak 
obscurely  nor  to  hunt  after  paradox ; — still  we 
take  it  that,  while  playing  cannot  exist  without 
music  of  some  sort,  music  may  be  created  and 
remain  in  being  without  the  help  of  playing  of 
any  kind.  The  symphonies  of  Beethoven  and 
Mozart  are  written  creations  of  genius  which  no 
one  can  un-write  or  annihilate ; — to  those  who 
know  music  as  a  language,  their  beauties  are  as 
evident  pn  the  pages  of  their  scores,  as  the  best 
efforts  of  the  Philharffionic  or  any  other  band 
could  'make  them.  To  the  general  public,  or 
what  may  be  termed  the  mass  of  unassisted  ear, 
performance  is  requisite  for  musical  impression ; 
but  to  the  artist's  mind,  its  importance  is  but 
equivalent  to  the  service  rendered  by  means  of 
the  stage  to  the  plays  of  Shakspeare  ;  by  it,  ide^l 
beauties  are  not  created,  but  merely  offered  to  the 
senses  through  widened  and  altered  channels. 

This  property  of  the  musician — this  abstract 
perception — this  mental  ear — is  precisely  that 
quality  which  must  be  universally  cultivated  in 
order  that  a  people  may  be  thoroughly  enlightened 
as  to  the  true  powers  and  beauties  of  music ;  but 
it  is  not  less  precisely  that  state  of  acquirement 
which  is  retarded  by  admiration  of  the  fashionable 
playing  of  the  present  day.  The  music  of  which 
Plato  speaks,  as  "  something  viewless  and  incor- 
poreal, an  all  gracious  and  god-like  thing,"  is  not 
the  sound  of  instruments  or  voices ; — it  is  that 
sj'stem  of  ideality  which,  as  a  pure  emanation  of 
mind,  is  rendered  generally  demonstrable  bj'  the 
appliance  of  mechanism,  it  matters  not  whether 
vocal  or  instrumental.  To  these  noble  and  beau- 
tiful creations  of  genius,  when  thus  rendered 
palpable  to  the  external  senses,  belong  alone  the 
soul-humanizing  capabilities  ascribed  to  music ; 
but  will  any  one  seriously  tell  us  of  tearful  emo- 
tion, of  sighs,  and  shiverings,  and  wrkhings, — of 
bittered  pleasure  and  of  honied  pain, — in  short, 
of  that  state  for  which  we  know  no  other  name 
than  musical  amativeness, — can  any  one  include 
all  this  within  the  sensation  produced  by  the  play- 
ing of  M.  Liszt  ?  We  think  not.  The  feeling 
he  excites  is  what  we  should  term  animal  aston- 
ishment. The  remarks  he  extorts  are  such  as 
"  What  wonderful  playing  !"  "  What  rapidity  ! — 
what  delicacy  ! — what  power !" — "  'Where  can  all 
the  notes  come  from !" — and  the  like.  At  the 
best,  it  is  but  a  state  of  physical  enjoyment — 
great,  doubtless,  because  previously  unproved ; 
but  neither  kith  nor  kin  in  the  remotest  degree 
to  those  feelings  of  love,  reverence — nay,  almost 
of  devotion,  which  lie  at  the  command  of  fine 
music. 

We  may  perhaps  be  asked  "  '\Vhence  the  ne- 
cessity that  people  should  be  so  worked  on,  so 
long  as  they  are  satisfied  with  less,  and  superficial 
delight  ?  "  We  answer,  there  is  none,  to  them, 
if  they  be  content  to  prefer  ignorance  and  liking 
to  knowledge  and  love  ;  but  greatly  does  it  con- 
cern music,  and  those  who  know  and  estimate  the 
true  sources  of  its  power.  To  confine  oui-selves 
strictly  to  pianoforte-music  and  time  present,  who 
— not  being  rightly  musical  at  heart — would 
trouble  himself  to  give  the  thoughtful  listening 
which  they  require,  to  the  grand  compositions  of 
Mendelssohn,  or  his  English  type,  Sterndale  Ben- 
nett, while  he  can  be  tickled  into  animal  spirits 
by  the  whimsical  evolutions  of  Liszt  ?  But  the 
brunt  of  the  mischief  is  in  the  fact  that,  on  music 
as  on  all  other  subjects,  idleness  and  thoughtiess- 
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ness  are  growing  habits,  and  that,  by  indulgence, 
this  kind  of  effortless  sensuality  may  attain  such 
universal  favor  that  all  incentive  to  sterling  com- 
position will  be  extinguished,  and  that,  as  in  the 
case  of  tlie  modern  Italian  Opera,  music  will 
cease  to  be  estimated  save  as  a  test  of  executive 
ability.  To  such  a  state  of  things,  the  worldly 
fortune  of  Mendelssohn  renders  him  indifTerent, 
and  we  trust  that,  if  not  already  accomplished, 
the  great  merit  of  our  countryman,  Bennett,  will 
secure  for  him  an  equally  independent  position  ; 
but  what  is  to  befal  Art,  under  such  circumstances, 
in  the  hands  of  its  more  necessitous,  but  not  less 
devoted,  professors  ? 

No  one  can  more  sincerely  admire  Liszt's  play- 
ing than  we.  As  playing,  it  is  wonderful  and 
exquisite  ;  but  we  feel  it  a  duty  to  protest  against 
his  system  of  laying  snares  for  the  afiections  of 
the  musically-unwary.  He  is  prostituting  his  great 
powers  to  the  worst  of  ends.  He  is  playing  the 
wanton  with  a  noble  and  beautiful  art,  and  stir- 
ring up  a  passion  for  error  in  those  who  have 
appetite  enough  to  prove  all  things,  but  lack  dis- 
cernment to  hold  fast  by  that  which  is  good. 


[Prom  the  Satxirday  Evening  Gazette.] 
■Wednesday  Afteraoon  in  Boston. 

Hurrying,  jostling  and  bustling 

Silks  and  satins  a — rustling — 

Such  a  lot  of  folks  flocking 

In  a  manner  quite  shocking, 

Crowding,  tearing  and  racing, 

On  each  other's  heels  chasing, — 

Men,  women  and  children 

In  a  state  quite  bewildering. 

All  up  Winter  street  tending  ' 

In  a  line  never  ending, — 

Tompkins'  corner  invading 

Stops  liis  patrons  from  trading. 

He  with  anxious  fear  choking 

Lest  his  windows  be  broke  in, — 

Omnibus  drivers  hoarse,  in 

Warning  folks  from  the  crossing, 

No  poUceman  on  duty, — 

Old  and  young,  age  and  beauty. 
Still  coming,  still  going,  the  crowd  growing  worse,  all 
En  route  to  attend  the  Germania  Kehearsal. 

Hard-worked  husband  comes  home  late, 

Wretched  imfortunate, 

With  fond  hope  confiding 

That  his  morning's  providing 

Of  a  nice  pair  of  cliickens, 

With  the  usual "  fixens," 

"Will  be  served  up  in  a  manner 

That  no  other  than  a 

Good  housewife  is  able 

To  prepare  for  the  table, — 

Finds  no  Avife  to  meet  him 

Or  children  to  greet  him, 

And  instead  of  a  dinner. 

To  appease  well  his  "  inner," 

Sees  a  cold  hash  of  something, 

With  perhaps  a  stray  dumpling 

Laid  aside  on  a  platter, 

A  pleasant  sight,  that  a 

Young  man  who  such  fare  ate 

Would  be  apt  first  to  swear  at. 

Sits  down  solus,  and  bolts  it, 

Though  his  stomach  revolts  it, 

Eings  the  bell  in  a  fidget, 

No  appearance  of  Bridget, — 

Looks  about,  can't  find  any  one, 

AU  at  the  "  Germanian," 
Loses  temper,  gets  heated, 
Swears  it  shan't  be  repeated, 
Seizes  hat  and  coat,  rushes  out— muttering,  ''•  curse  aU 
The  fools  who  attend  a  Germania  Rehearsal." 

Inside  of  the  huge  brick  wall 
Known  as  the  Music  Hall, 
Some  four  thousand  mortals 
Just  raced  through  its  portals, 
Stowed  away,  packed  and  rammed  in, 
Promiscuously  jammed  in, 
In  less  time  than  I'm  showing 


Fill  the  house  to  o'erflowing, — 
A  confused  hum  of  voices, 
A  Babel  of  noises. 
Women  heated  and  flushed  in 
The  face  with  the  rush  in, 
Eecognitions  exchanging. 
Hair  and  dresses  arranging. 
Atmosphere  very  sultry, 
Conversation  desultory, — 
Gossip,  scandal  and  fashion 
From  mouth  to  mouth  passing, 
Little  children  a-wriggling. 
Pert  school  girls  a-giggling. 
Young  men  with  small  salaries 
Standing  round  in  the  galleries, 
Each  with  opera -glass  staring 
At  some  favorite  fair  in 
The  crowd,  whose  advances 
She  meets  with  sly  glances, — 
Some  embroidery  sewing  on. 
Flirtations  a-going  on. 
Mothers  scheming  and  planning. 
All  the  while  such  a  fanning, — 
Hum  of  voices  increasing, 
A  buzz  never-ceasing, 
Laughing,  jabbering  and  spattering, 
Impatient  folks  muttering, — 
This  miniature  chaos, — this  noise  universal 
Introduces  the  famous  Germania  Rehearsal. 

A  squeak  of  a  door. 

And  some  twenty  or  more 

Quite  good-looking  fellows. 

All  Germans,  they  tell  us, 

Looking  stifler  than  pokers. 

In  theh  white  vests  and  chokers, 

Scamper  in  to  their  places 

And  with  many  gi'imaces 

Nod  to  such  as  may  know  'em 

In  the  audience  below  'em. — 

The  noise  now  .abating, 

Folks  tired  of  waiting, 

All  eyes  seem  directed. 

To  some  one  expected, — 

Door  opens, — emerge  one. 

Applause, — and  Herr  Bergmann 

With  a  good-natured  face  on, 

Makes  a  bound  to  his  station, 

Adjusts  his  cravat  on 

Seizes  hold  of  his  baton, — 

A  flourish, — a  pause  there. 

And  crash  goes  "  Tannhiiuser." 

That  over,  applause 

As  a  matter  of  course 

Followed  next  by  some  waltzes, 

Labitzky's  or  Strauss's, — 

Or  a  dashing  quadrille. 

Whose  enlivening  strains  fill 

Certain  youths  in  the  entries 

Who've  been  standing  as  sentries 

At  the  diamond-paned  doors, 

And  now  race  down  the  floors, 

Balancezing,  chassezing, 

A  boisterous  way  in, 

Which  is  very  disturbing. 

To  some  wretched  suburbans     ■• 

Whom  the  railroads  have  whisked  in. 

And  are  now  all  for  listening. — 

Next  a  bit  of  Beethoven, 

At  the  same  time  a  shove  in 

The  crowd  by  "  outsider," 

Who  has  just  then  espied  a 

Fair  damsel  he's  "  smit  with  " 

And  is  anxious  to  sit  with, — 

Then  a  Chickering's  "  Grand  " 

Is  hauled  round  on  the  stand. 

And  fixed  by  some  bright  one, 

Any  way  but  the  right  one. 

And  out  comes  a  fellow 

They  call  Robert  Heller, 

Whose  fingers  go  hopping 

Through  something  from  *' Chopin" 

Which  don't  please  the  folk  there. 

So  he  ends  with  a  polka. — 

Intermission  succeeds  it, 

(Not  that  any  one  needs  it,) 


Wliich,  (thank  your  stars,)  finished 
And  the  noises  diminished, — 
The  orchestra  come  on. 
And  a  be-whiskcred  some  one 
With  name  unpronounceable. 
And,  of  course,  unannounceable. 
Plays  a  flute  solo,  showing 
Extraordinary  blowiag. 

Then,  modest,  retires  up, 

While  the  orchestra  fires  up 

With  something  that's  popular 

Say,  selections  from  opera; — 

Then  a  march  and  a  solo 

By  the  "  handsome  Schultze  "  follow, — 

And  thus  we  progress  on 

In  rapid  succession 

To  the  last  piece, — the  signal 

For  little  and  big,  all 

To  make  a  grand  rush 

And  unfeelingly  crush 

The  few  who  stay  seated 

Till  the  programme's  completed. — 

So  the  overture  ending, 

And  the  crash  of  sounds  blending 

With  the  noise  of  folks  moving 

Pushing,  crowding  and  shoving, — 

Women  cloaking  and  shawling 

Tired  children  a-bawling. 

Young  men  out  escorting 

The  girls  they  are  courting. 

All  glad,  you'll  believe  'em 

For  some  air  to  relieve  'em, — 

This  incongraous  mixture, 

For  a  Hogarth  to  picture. 

Of  music  and  misery. 

Fashion,  scandal  and  mystery. 

The  "  light "  and  the  "  classical," 

The  rowdy  and  farcical. 
Is  brought  to  a  close, — and  so  ends  with  this  verse,  all 
I  know  of  this  famous  Germania  Rehearsal. 


A  Fiddle  wi'  a  Heavenly  Ckoak.  Pre- 
judices founded  on  religious  or  conscientious 
scruples  are  among  the  most  inveterate,  and  not 
unfrequently  among  the  most  unreasonable. 
Such  are  the  prejudices  formerly  existing — and 
not  by  any  means  entirely  extinct — chiefly  among 
the  descendants  of  the  Puritans,  and  the  early  Re- 
formers, respecting  the  use  of  instrumental  music, 
and  its  introduction  into  the  worship  of  the 
sanctuary.  Sometimes  they  extend  only  to  in- 
struments of  a  certain  character;  wind  instru- 
ments, such  as  the  flute,  &c.,  are  tolerated,  while 
all  such  as  owe  their  efficacy  to  cat-gut  and  hair, 
are  banished  from  the  church,  and  their  use 
deemed  scarcely  reputable  in  the  family  circle. 

There  is  a  hamlet — no  matter  where — inhab- 
ited mainly  by  the  descendents  of  the  Scottish 
Covenanters,  who  have  inherited  from  their  fa- 
thers not  only  their  sturdy,  unbending  integrity 
and  whole-souled  piety,  but  all  their  bitter  hostili- 
ty to  "  the  sinfu'  practices"  of  the  men  who  wield 
the  fiddle  bow  or  those  who  join  the  dance. 

A  young  minister  had  come  to  settle  among 
them.  With  a  smile  ever  upon  his  countenance, 
and  a  kind  word  for  everybody,  while  zeal  for  his 
Master's  work  shone  out  in  every  action,  he  soon 
drew  around  him  the  sympathies  and  the  love  of 
his  humble  parishioners.  But  erelong  he  per- 
ceived a  change  ;  friendly  greetings  were  coldly 
returned  ;  mysterious  hints  of  the  awful  guilt  of 
ministerial  backslidings  occasionally  reached  his 
ear — knots  of  men  were  seen  gathered  at  the  cor- 
ners of  the  streets,  engaged  in  earnest  conversa- 
tion, indicating  by  their  looks  and  gestures  that 
the  occupant  of  the  humble  parsonage,  that  stood 
full  in  view,  supplied  the  theme. 

A  vague  rumor  had  begun  to  float  through  the 
hamlet,  deeply  affecting,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
stern  old  Scotchmen,  the  moral  character  of  their 
minister.  It  was  heard  with  incredulity,  and  in- 
dignandy  repelled ;  but  it  gathered  strength  ; 
do'ubt  succeeded  to  confidence,  until  the  most 
stubborn  incredulity  could  resist  no  longer ;  the 
unmistakeable  sounds  of  "  tortured  cat-gut,"  pro- 
ceeding from  the  parsonage  itself,  reached  the 
ears  ot  that  knot  of  men,  and  the  awful  fact  stood    . 
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revealed,  that  their  minister  "  played  the  fiddle." 
Such  an  enormity  could  not  be  tolerated.  The 
elders  of  the  church  came  together  in  secret  con- 
clave, to  consult  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued  in 
such  an  emergency,  and  as  the  consummation  of 
their  deliberations,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
■wait  forthwith  upon  the  minister  at  his  home, 
"  and  deal  wi'  him  in  a'  faithfulness,"  and  bring 
back  a  report  of  the  result  of  their  mission  to  the 
remaining  elders,  who  would  in  the  meantime 
anxiously  await  their  return. 

During  all  this  time  the  pastor  himself  had  not 
been  an  unconcerned  observer  of  what  was  going 
on  among  his  people  ;  neither  was  he  ignorant  of 
its  cause.  Conscious,  however,  of  rectitude,  he 
did  not  think  that  duty  required  of  him  the  sacri- 
fice of  exquisite  and  holy  gratification,  to  satisfy 
unreasonable  prejudices  that  he  believed  would  be 
removed  by  a  judicious  course.  From  the  win- 
dow of  his  study  he  saw  the  committee  of  the 
elders  approaching  with  unwilling  steps,  and 
immediately  oonjecturing  the  object  of  their  visit, 
he  determined  at  once  to  meet  the  question  in  a 
way  that  they  little  expected.  Meeting  them 
with  his  usual  cordiality,  he  ushered  them  into 
his  snug  study,  and  without  giving  them  an  op- 
portunity to  enter  upon  the  subject  of  their  mis- 
sion, he  commenced  an  animated  conversation 
upon  a  subject  that  immediately  arrested  their 
attention.  Music  was  his  theme.  He  spoke  of  it 
as  an  aid  to  devotion — of  its  power  to  subdue  the 
soul — to  elevate  it  above  the  earth — to  bring  it 
into  almost  immediate  communication  with  its 
Creator.  He  described  the  venerable  Psalmist 
of  Israel  pouring  forth  with  the  enthusiasm  of 
inspiration  those  glorious  songs  of  Zion,  that  ever 
since  have  been  the  comfoft  and  delight  of  the 
people  of  God,  and  sweeping  with  his  trembling 
hand  the  strings  of  his  harp,  until  the  swelling 
sound  was  echoed  back  from  the  surrounding  hill- 
tops. Carried  away  with  the  ardor  of  his  own 
feelings,  he  rose  from  his  seat,  and  taking  from  a 
case  that  stood  in  one  corner  of  the  room  a  well 
worn  violoncello,  he  sang  to  its  accompaniment 
one  of  those  immortal  chorals,  so  dear  to  every 
Christian  heart,  and  especially  to  every  Scotch- 
man. Possessing  a  rich,  full  voice,  and  no  little 
skill  in  the  management  of  his  favorite  instru- 
ment, he  poured  out  such  a  flood  of  harmony  as 
had  seldom  greeted  the  ears  of  his  spell-bound 
listeners.  The  stern  old  men  were  conquered, 
conquered  by  the  very  weapon  that  they  had 
come  to  condemn.  As  the  pastor  returned  the 
instrument  to  its  accustomed  place,  the  elders 
arose  and  grasped  his  hand,  and  without  alluding 
to  the  object  of  their  visit,  they  bade  him  "  good- 
bye." 

Meanwhile,  as  time  wore  away,  the  remaining 
elders,  who  were  anxiously  awaiting  the  return 
of  their  committee — somewhat  doubtful,  perhaps, 
of  the  result — became  impatient  at  their  protract- 
ed delay — drawing  no  very  favorable  augury 
therefrom.  At  length  they  entered  and  resumed 
their  place  in  the  august  circle.  Somewhat  em- 
barrassed at  the  novelty  of  their  position,  as  envoys 
who  had  failed  even  to  speak  of  t'  at  for  which 
they  had  been  sent,  they  sat  for  a  ime  in  silence, 
until  one  more  impatient  than  the  rest  exclaimed  : 
"  Hae  ye  dealt  wi'  the  minister,  and  hae  ye  des- 
troyed the  de'il's  weapon  ?"  "  Hout  awa,  mon, 
wi'  your  deahn',"  indignantly  replied  one  of  the 
committee ;  "  it's  nane  o'  your  wee  bit  sinfu'  dan- 
cin'  fiddles,  but  it's  a  great,  big  fiddle  wi'  a  ha- 
ven-ly  croak." 


& 


RuBiNi's  Will.  The  testament  of  the  illus- 
trious singer  Kubini,  recently  deceased,  is  said  to 
be  a  very  remarkable  document,  and  full  of 
curious  details.  The  opulent  defunct  makes  an 
eccentric,  but  on  the  whole  very  judicious,  dis- 
tribution of  a  fortune  estimated  at  more  than  five 
millions.  The  legacies  are  numerous,  and  among 
the  most  liberal  of  them  is  one  to  a  writer  for  the 
Parisian'  press  who  has  devoted  much  attention 
to  musical  criticism,  and  who  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  compose  a  very  happily  inspired  biogra- 
phy of  the  great  singer.  Rubini  had  a  vast 
apartment  in  his  villa  at  Romano,  entirely  con- 
secrated to  the  innumerable  presents  he  had  re- 


ceived in  his  successful  career.  They  were  the 
presents  of  sovereigns,  of  princes,  and  of  noble- 
men: they  were  the  homages  of  whole  popula- 
tions of  dilettanti.  A  gallery  was  devoted  to  the 
objects  of  art,  pictures,  statues,  arms,  costumes. 
In  two  large  halls  were  displayed  the  crowns,  the 
medals,  the  gems,  and  trinkets  of  all  kinds. 
There  were  not  less  than  three  hundred  snufl- 
boxes,  and  the  number  of  rings  and  pins  was 
still  more  considerable.  In  the  gallery  of  arms 
and  Costumes  were  the  uniform  and  epaulettes  of 
colonel,  conferred  by  the  Czar.  It  is  said  that 
the  illustrious  t'.'nor  has  bestowed  all  these  objects 
upon  his  artist  friends.  Each  of  them  has  re- 
ceived some  of  these  rich  souvenirs,  and  the 
other  evening  at  the  green  room  of  the  Italian 
Theatre  there  was  a  regular  concert  of  sad  and 
tender  reminiscences  of  the  deceased.  "  Ala' ! " 
said  one,  taking  'a  pinch  of  snuff,  "  this  box  was 
left  me  by  the  immortal  man !"  "  This  watch 
comes  from  him,"  said  another,  while  observing 
the  time  with  a  tearful  eye.  "  He  left  me  this 
broach,  this  chain,  this  ring,"  exclaimed  others. 
"  Alas  !  "  exclaimed  the  public,  "  why  could  he 
not  also  have  left  his  voice  to  some  one  of  these 
gentlemen '?" 


A  Munificent  Gift  to  Paul  Jullien. 
The  youthful  but  great  musical  genius,  Paul 
Jullien,  whose  delicious  playing  enraptured  both 
old  and  young  in  this  city,  last  winter,  was  pre- 
sented, on  Friday  last,  with  five  one  thousand 
dollar  bank  notes,  by  Alderman  Orison  Blunt  of 
New  York.  In  a  note  accompanying  the  gift 
the  donor  alludes  to  the  great  pleasure  it  has 
given  him  to  listen  to  the  music  of  young  JuUien's 
violin,  and  his  desire  to  encourage  such  artistic 
precocity.  The  worthy  Alderman  also  alludes 
to  his  own  unsuccessful  efforts,  while  young,  to 
learn  to  play  on  the  fiddle,  and  says  that  he  aban- 
doned the  study  "  as  too  difficult  for  me."  The 
young  violinist  has  very  gracefully  accepted  the 
gift,  and  says  that,  next  to  his  father  and  mother, 
he  shall  fondly  cherish  the  liberal  Alderman. 
There  are  other  artists,  no  doubt,  would  like  to 
say  to  Mr.  Blunt,  "  m  thy  Orisons  be  all  our 
wants  remembered." — Boston  Herald. 
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From  my  Diary.    Wo.  XLVI. 

New  York,  April  20. — It  appears  that  my  somewhat 
contemptuous  mention  of  F^tis  as  an  authority  in  minor 
matters  of  German  musical  biography  has  excited  some 
surprise,  and  as  I  learn  has  elicited  the  disdainful  remark, 
that  "  any  one  who  pretends  to  dispute  F^tis  is  beneath 
notice." 

Very  well.  Here  is  F^tis'  sketch  of  Beethoven's  life : 
let  us  compare  it  with  other  authorities. 

1.  According  to  the  Frenchman,  the  composer  was  the 
son  of  Theodore  van  Beethoven.  Wegeler  (the  intimate 
friend  of  Ludwig  from  childhood  to  his  death,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Bonn  and  the  husband  of  Eleonore  von  Breuning), 
Schindler,  the  Electoral  Almanacs  for  1760-61,  1790-91, 
and  the  Parish  records  of  St.  Eemigius  church  in  Bonn, 
call  him  Jokann. 

2.  After  mentioning  the  birth  of  Ludwig,  born  April  2, 
died  April  Sth,  1759,  and  that  of  the  composer,  F^tis  says, 
"  The  other  children  of  Theodore  van  Beethoven  were 
Nicholas  Johann,  born  Oct.  2d,  1776,  Anne  Catherine, 
Feb.  23, 1779,  and  Francis  George,  Jan.  1"^,  1781." 

Wegeler  gives  the  family  thus :  "  Ludwig  Maria,  April 
2d,  1769,  died  the  Sth;  'our  Ludwig,'  Dec.  17,1770; 
Caspar  Anton  Carl,  April  Sth,  1774,  Nicolas  Joliann,  Oct. 
2d,  1776."  Of  a  sister  no  mention  is  made.  As  to  the 
comparative  value  of  the  authority  of  Wegeler  and  F^tis 
there  can  be  no  question. 

3.  In  a  note  referring  to  this  passage,  FStis  says  that 
the  testament  which  Beethoven  wrote  in  1802,  was  ad- 
dressed :  "  Pour  mes  freres  Charles  et  N.  Beethoven." 
Schindler,  printing  the  document  from  the  original  manu- 
script, gives  a  blank  for  F^tis's  N.,  and  in  a  note  calls 
special  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  younger  brother's 
(elder  of  the  two  according  to  Fi5tis)  name  is  only  indi- 
cated by  points,  thus 

4.  F^tis'  list  of  the  boy's  music  teachers  consists  of 
Theodore  van  B.,  Van  der  Edere  and  Neefe. 


Wegeler  and  Schindler  say,  the  Father,  Music  director 
Pfeiffer,  van  der  Eder,  Neefe. 

5.  F6lis  makes  the  Elector  appoint  Ludwig  court 
organist  as  successor  to  Neefe  in  1791.  Wegeler  and  the 
Electoral  Almanacs  make  the  appointment  that  of  assis- 
tant organist,  and  in  the  year  1785. 

6.  F^tis  sends  Beethoven  on  a  visit  to  Mozart  in  Vienna 
in  1790.  Schindler,  a  letter  of  Beethoven  of  which  I 
have  a  copy,  and  Holmes  in  his  life  of  Mozart,  date  this 
visit  1786. 

7.  F^tis  dates  Lud-^ig's  second  visit  to  Vienna  1793. 
Wegeler,  Schindler,  and  his  own  letter  to  Elenore  von 
Breuning,  make  it  before  the  close  of  1792. 

S.  F<5tis  dates  the  commencement  of  Beethoven's 
deafness  1796.  His  own  letter  to  Wegeler  makes ]it  one 
or  two  years  later. 

9.  F^tis  places  the  composition  of  "  Christ  on  the  Mt. 
of  Olives  "  and  the  Heroic  Symphony,  with  the  Leonore 
and  the  6th  and  6th  Symphonies,  in  the  years  1S05-8. 
The  Oratorio  was  written  in  the  summer  of  ISOO,  and 
publicly  performed  April  5th,  1803;  and  the  Heroic  Sym- 
phony was  lying  finished  on  his  table  when  the  news 
came  of  Napoleon's  assumption  of  the  imperial  crown. 
May  18,  1804. 

10.  Fdtis'  long  story  of  the  Heroic  Symphony  and 
Napoleon  is  all — bosh.  "  He  conceived  the  plan  of  the 
work  in  1804."  It  may  be,  but  the  work  was  all  finished, 
save  a  few  touches  and  corrections,  the  year  before. 
F^tis  himself  begins  with  an  "  On  dit,"  the  absurd  story 
of  the  Funeral  march  being  substituted  for  a  movement 
afterward  used  in  the  C  minor  Symphony 

11.  "  Beethoven  after  1S09  fixed  himself  permanently 
at  Vienna,  or  rather  at  the  pleasant  village  of  Baden," 
s.iys  F^tis.  The  fact  is  that  he  spent  several,  perhaps 
half  a  dozen,  summers  in  Baden  between  1809  and 
1827. 

Now  these,  by  some,  may  not  be  considered  as  very 
important  errors,  and  such  persons  may  consider  it  a 
waste  of  time  and  labor  to  have  sought  out  and  corrected 
them ;  to  such  I  will  remark,  in  the  words  of  a  very  dis- 
tinguished writer  on  musical  topics,  *'  I  give  these  par- 
ticulars merely  to  show  you  how  accurate  I  am  in  what 
I  say  of  all  even  the  most  trivial  matters." 
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Paris. 

Gkand  Opera.  —  Next  to  Meyerbeer's  VEtoile  du 
Nord,  -which  still  continues  immensely  attractive,  the 
great  event  of  the  last  month  has  been  the  revival  of 
Spontini's  Vestale.  Its  success  seems  to  have  increased 
■with  each  succeeding  representation,  and  Cruvelh  (not 
without  dissentitig  voices)  to  have  been  moro  and  more 
admired.  Cruvelli  took  the  part  of  Julia  (the  Vestal 
Virgin);  Roger,  of  Licinius;  Bonneh^e,  of  Cinna;  Obin, 
of  the  High  Priest;  and  Mile.  Poiusot,  of  the  Grand 
Vestal.     "  Spiridion,"  of  the  Atlas,  thus  describes  it: 

This  work,  which  is  rather  a  lyric  tragedy  than  an 
opera,  was  performed  first  in  1807,  (loth  December,)  not- 
withstanding the  greatest  hostility  of  all  the  musicians 
of  the  day,  (the  pupils  of  the  Conservatoire  went  in  a 
body  to  the  Opera,  to  put  it  down,)  solely  by  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Empress  Josephine,  and  by  the  will  of  the 
Emperor.  The  curtain  rises  on  the  majestic  portico  of 
a  temple,  before  the  dawning  of  the  day,  with  a  duo  de- 
claimed between  Licinius  and  Cinna,  his  confidant, 
which  is  the  "  exposition"  of  the  opera ;  after  which  Cin- 
na sings  an  admirable  air — "  Dans  le  sein  d'  un  ami 
Jidele  ;'*  thou  comes  in  the  College  of  Vestal  Virgins ; 
Julia,  (who  is  loved  by  and  loves  Licinius,  has  been 
forced  during  his  absence  as  commander-in-chief  of  an 
expedition  against  the  Gauls,  to  enter  the  Vesta]  order 
by  her  father,)  already  pre-occupied  by  her  love,  looks 
pale  under  her  long  white  veil.  How  admirably  Mile. 
Cruvelli  looks,  as  she  slowly  advances,  her  veil  covering 
her  beautiful  arms  and  neck;  her  beautiful  chestnut  hair 
separated  in  two  rolls,  which  meet  on  the  back  of  her 
headj  is  pressed  on  her  temples  by  a  small  ribbon,  orna- 
mented with  cameos ;  her  admirable  figure  is  scarcely 
indicated  by  the  girdle,  and  her  white  tunic  falls  to  her 
feet  with  statue-like  folds. 

The  chorus  sing  the  hymn  to  Vesta,  which  is  admired 
for  its  gentle,  virginal  simplicity,  and  after  a  few  phrases 
by  Julia,  of  concentrated  ardor  and  profound  melancholy, 
the  Grand  Vestal  sings  the  vehement  air — "  Licinius,  je 
vais  done  terevoir,"  in  which  air  Mile.  Cruvelli's  voice 
was  of  singular  sweetness  and  clearness.  The  first  act 
ends  with  a  fine  triumphal  march  j  the  triumph,  where 
Julia,  trembling,  places  the  crown  on  the  conqueror's 
head,  and  a  Jong  series  of  brilliant  dances,  in  which 
M'lles.  Priora,  Guichard,  Emarot,  Queniaus  and  Legrain 
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dance.  The  second  act  is  the  finest  of  the  opera — mnny 
persons  think  it  the  finest  page  of  the  lyrical  theatre's 
repertoire.  A  columned  rotunda  is  lighted  in  a  solemn 
and  mysterious  manner  by  the  sacred  fire,  which  virgin 
hands  must  keep  constantly  alive.  Julia  stands  before 
the  burning  altar  with  her  golden  rod,  which  serves  to 
stimulate  its  expiring  flames;  her  reverie  makes  her  for- 
get her  duty  ;  Licinlus  penetrates  the  sacred  sanctuary, 
interdicted  to  profane  feet,  and  commences  between 
the  ardent  Roman  and  the  lost  Vestal  the  scene  which  I 
cannot  describe.  While  Julia  and  Licinius  forget  them- 
selves in  the  intoxication  of  love's  avowals,  the  sacred 
fire  is  extinguished,  the  temple  becomes  dark,  the  priest- 
esses come  in,  the  High  Priest  anathematizes  her  ;  she 
is  condemned  to  death.  How  admirably  M'lle.  Cruvelli 
in  her  despair,  fever,  age  ny  and  ardor,  before  the  vacil- 
lating dames  of  the  fire,  with  what  delirium  she  utters 
the  following  words : 

"  Le  sort  en  est  jet6,  ma  carriere  est  rempUej 
Viens,  morfcal  adore,  je  te  donno  ma  vie  1" 

The  audience  was  deeply  affected  when  she  sang 
'^  Est-ce  asscz  d'une  lot  pour  vaincre  la  nature !"  a  mortal 
pallor  covered  her  cheeks,  her  teeth  chattered,  her  eyes 
dilated:  "Pe  la  mart  sur  man  front  je  sens  les  doigts 
glaees !"  The  third  act  is  not  less  dramatic.  We  are 
in  a  cemetery ;  the  heavens  are  black,  the  funeral  trees 
and  the  marble  tombs  around  us  increase  the  gloom  ;  in 
the  front  of  the  stage  is  the  tomb  in  which  Julia  is  to  be 
buried  alive.  The  lugubrious  cortege  approaches;  the 
black  veil  falls  upon  Julia's  head;  she  has  gone  down 
two  or  three  steps  of  the  fatal  staircase,  when  Licinius 
comes  with  his  soldiers;  the  alarmed  priests  are  dis- 
persed j  lightnings  flash  angrily  in  the  threatening  sky^ 
the  thunder  rumbles,  a  flash  falls  from  heaven  and  re- 
kindles the  sacred  fire  ;  Vesta  pardons  her  votary's  love; 
Julia  falls  in  Licinius'  arms.  Mile.  Cruvelli's  success 
was  very  great,  but  it  is  generally  thought  that  she  has 
not  studied  enough ;  that  her  voice  is  not  sufficiently 
under  her  control;  that  her  passion  is  sometimes  too 
boisterous  and  overmasters  her.  Licinius  is  in  rather  too 
low  a  tone  for  Roger,  but  he  plays  it  well.  The  orches- 
tra played  abominably.     The  scenery  was  very  fine. 

For  a  fuller  account  of  the  Vesiale  and  its  composer, 
see  the  interesting  series  of  articles  about  Spontini,  pub- 
blished  a  year  since  in  this  Journal. 

Jllle.  Bosio  had  a  benefit,  at  which  the  third  and  last 
acts  of  Moise  were  given,  and  she  sang  an  air  and  a  duet 
with  Roger  from  Lucia.  An  opera  in  three  acts,  by  M. 
Mass^,  is  in  rehearsal.  The  empRror  and  empress  at- 
tended, a  performance  of  La  Bar/ifi  Blanche. 

Theatke  Lteique.  —  M.  Clapisson's  new  opera.  La 
Promise,  has  been  successful.  Not  a  work  of  the  first 
class,  it  is  predicted  it  will  have  a' run,  owing  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  principal  part  is  sustained  by  Mile. 
Marie  Cabel,  who  is  seconded  by  Messrs.  Laurent,  Junca, 
Colson,  and  Miles.  Vad6  and  Girard. 

Les  Itajciens. — Rossini's  La  Donna  del  Largo  was 
brought  out  with  a  new  cast.  The  London  Mudcal 
World's  correspondent  says :  • 

When  the  opera  was  announced,  every  body  supposed 
that  Alboni  would  resume  her  old  part,  Malcolm.  But 
Alboni  did  no  such  thing.  She  had  an  eye  to  the  rondo 
Jinale  of  the  Donna  del  Logo — as  good  in  its  way,  and  as 
brilliant,  as  the  famous  Nonpiii  mesia — and  expected  to 
make  as  great  a  hit  in  one  as  in  the  other.  Alboni  was 
not  far  mistaken.  She  sang  the  music  of  Elena  charm- 
ingly, and  the  final  cavaiina  was  a  triumph.  But  un- 
happily, Alboni's  place  conld  not  be  supphed  in  Mal- 
colm, and  the  weak  point  of  the  performance  was  Mme. 
Luigi,  who  essayed  that  character,  and  produced  no  sen- 
sation at  all.  Of  Mario's  Hubert  I  need  say  nothing: 
but  of  Graziani's  Koderigo,  and  Delle  Aste's  Douglas  I 
must  say,  that  they  were  not  particularly  brilliant. 

Concerts,  &c. — Mile.  Marie  Damoreau,  daughter  of 
Mme.  Cinti  Damoreau,  has  made  her  debut  at  a  concert 
given  in  the  Salle  Herz  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of 
Paris.  She  was  simply  announced  as  '*  M.  D.,"  as  she 
will  not  come  out  for  good  until  next  season.  The 
Menestrel  goes  into  the  following  raptures  about  her: 

The  most  brilliant  jewels  in  her  mother's  diadem 
shine  so  brilliantly  in  the  talent  of ,  Mile.  Marie  Cinti- 
Damoreau,  that  we  may  consider  as  an  inheritance 
what,  luckily  for  us  all,  is  merely  a  premature  legacy. 
Not  only  has  Mme.  Cinti-Damoreau  transmitted  the 
suavity,  good  taste,  and  charm  of  her  own  style  to  her 
daughter,  but  created  for  her  a  T^er^ect pepiniere  of  vocal 
flowers,  quite  new,  realizing  by  their  tender  tints  and 
delicate  perfume  another  spring.  Mme.  Cmti-Damoreau 
enjoys  a  second  youth  in  her  daughter. 

M.  Duprez  opened  his  dramatic  school  (  Tliiatre-Ecole), 
on  the  l7th  of  March,  in  his  hotel,  Rue  de  Turgot.  It  is 
to  be  a  school  of  declamation  and  singing  for  young 
artistes.  The  inauguration  was  graced  by  a  brilliant 
assemblage  of  artists,  including  Meyerbeer,  Auber, 
Levasseur,  Ponchard,  Roger,  and  Mme.  Cinti-Damoreau. 

The  musical  journal,  La  France  Musicale,  had  its 


third  annual  concert,  which  was  a  brilliant  affair.  The 
artists  wore  MM.  Alard,  Chevillard,  Theodore  Ritter, 
Lagrave,  and  Brisson ;  and  Mmes.  Dreyfus  and  Ugalde. 

VIENNA. — One  of  Flotow's  earliest  operas,  Die  Matro- 
sen,  was  lately  produced  for  the  first  time  at  the  Imperial 
Opera  House.  It  was  originally  brought  out  at  the 
Hamburger-Stadt-Theater,  on  the  23d  December,  1845. 
Mile.  La  Grau,  Herren  Ander,  Radwanner,  Beck,  and 
Holzl,  who  sustained  the  principal  parts,  were  well  re- 
ceived, but  it  is  unlikely  that  Die  Matrosen  will  remain 
long  in  the  bills.  Misfortunes,  they  say,  never  come 
alone,  or,  in  the  words  of  the  proverb,  "  It  never  rains 
but  it  pours."  The  truth  of  this  was  never  more  disa- 
greebly  proved  than  by  a  circumstance  connected  with 
this  same  opera,  Die  Matrosen,  which  was  to  have  been 
repeated  the  night  after  its  first  production.  The  sudden 
indisposition  of  Herr  Ander,  however,  rendered  this  im- 
possible, and  Robert  le  Diable  was  announced  instead, 
with  HeiT  Erl  as  Robert.  The  latter,  however,  was  in 
the  same  condition  as  Herr  Ander,  and,  on  learning  that 
his  services  were  required,  immediately  wrote  off  to  the 
theatre  to  announce  the  unseasonable  fact.  On  this  the 
management  put  up  the  Huguenots^  vi\\h  Herr  Steger; 
but  Herr  Steger  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  no  better 
health  than  his  colleagues,  and,  therefore,  in  order  that  the 
theatre  might  not  be  closed,  Herr  Kreutzer  undertook  to 
appear,  at  a  moment's  notice  in  Der  Freischutz.  Meyer- 
beer's Prophke  was  played  on  the  13th  inst,  for  the 
100th  time. 

Spontini's  Vestale  has  been  revived  here  also.  Mme, 
Mario w  was  the  Julia;  Mme.  Hermann,  the  High  Priest- 
ess; Herr  Steger,  Licinius;  Herr  Beck,  Cinna,  and  Herr 
Draxler  the  High  Priest. 

Concerts. — March  18.— There  have  been  only  three 
concerts  of  any  consequence — that  given  on  the  11th,  by 
the  Manner gesangverein^  in  the  grand  Redoubtensaal ; 
that  on  the  13th  inst.,  by  Fraulein  Fritz,  in  the  rooms  of 
the  Gesellschaft  der  Musilcfreunde ;  and  Herr  Stock- 
hausen's  third  concert,  on  the  16th  inst.,  in  the  rooms  of 
the  Musihverein.  The  third  quartet  concert,  of  the  sec- 
ond series,  given  by  Herren  Helmesberger,  Dust,  Heissler, 
and  Schlesinger,  took  place  on  the  same  day  as  the 
Manner gesangverein^s  concert.  The  pieces  in  the  pro- 
gramme were  Haydn's  quartet  in  F  major,  Spohr's  quin- 
tet in  C  minor,  for  the  piano-forte,  admirably  played  by 
Herr  Pirkert,  and  Beethoven's  "  posthumous  "  quartet  in 
C  sharp  mmor.  Mile.  La  Grau  intends  profiting  by  her 
conge,  which  will  shortly  commence,  to  pay  a  visit  to 
Paris  and  Dresden.  Mme.  Jenny  Lind  Goldschmidt  is 
expected  here  on  the  18th.*  She  intends  to  give,  at  any 
rate,  six  concerts,  and,  perhaps,  more,  the  first  to  take 
place  on  the  26th. 

"W"e  were  looking  forward  with  great  interest  to  a 
performance  of  Mendelssohn's  St.  Paul,  which  we 
were  promised  at  the  concert  of  the  Gesellschaft  der 
Musikfreunde,  instead  of  which,  Mozart's  symphony 
in  D  major,  Mendelssohn's  in  A  major  and  Haydn's 
"Storm"  chorus  (SeasoJis),  were  given.  They  were 
all  extremely  well  performed.  I  was  unable  to  "assist," 
as  the  French  say,  at  the  second  concert  of  the  sisters, 
"Wilhelmine,  Amalie,  and  Marie  Neruda,  which  unfor- 
tunately took  place  on  the  same  day  as  that  of  the 
Gesellschaft  der  Musikfreunde;  but  a  friend  who  was 
present  gave  me  some  account  of  it.  The  beneficiaries 
were  very  much  applauded,  especially  Friiulein  Wilhel- 
mine, in  Ernst's  fantasia  on  the  march  in  Otello,  a 
concerto  by  De  Beriot,  and  other  piece's  for  the  violin. 
I  was  sorry  to  hear  that  the  concert  was  not  well 
attended.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
the  young  virtuosa  has  come  to  Vienna  at  an  unfavora- 
ble time.  M.  Vieuxtemps  was  here  before  her,  and  the 
public  are  still  full  of  their  recollection  of  him.  .  .  To 
conclude  my  list  of  concerts,  Herr  Stockhausen's  fourth 
took  place  on  the  23d,  and  HeiT  Holzl  gave  a  concert 
on  the  2oth.  I  do  not  include  in  my  list  a  performance 
given  by  the  pupils  of  the  esteemed  pianist  Mile.  Anna 
Capponi,  on  the  21st,  in  Herr  Seuffert's  Rooms,  since 
these  musicians  in  embryo  cannot  yet  be  counted  as 
regular  artists,  although  many  of  them  promise  well. 
Mozart's  overtures  to  Titus  and  Mddchentreue,  and 
Beethoven's  trip  in  C  minor,  were  among  the  pieces 
performed  by  the  young  piano  players,  with  whom  their 
mistress.  Mile.  Capponi,  has  no  reason  to  be  dissatis- 
fied. The  room  was  crowded. — On  Sunday,  the  19th, 
a  vocal  mass,  by  Robert  Fiihrer,  was  performed  in  the 
parish  church  of  St.  Augustin.  A  vocal  quartet  with 
chorus,  by  Preiudl,  was  introduced  in  the  graduale^  and 
a  quartet  for  male  voices  by  Herr  L.  Hauptmann,  in 
the  offm'toriuni.  Herr  Hauptmann,  who  is  regois 
chori  to  the  church,  and  professor  of  singing  at  the 
Akademie  der  Tonkinist,  directed  the  performance  of 
the  solos  and  choruses. — Cor.  Mtis.  World. 

BERLIN. — Mile.  Wilhelmina  Clauss  has  been  creating 
a  sensation.  The  new  Berliner  Musih-Zeitung  says  "she 
is  a  Millanollo  on  the  piano,  but,  in  her  comprehension 
of  elevated  thoughts,  incomparably  superior  to  the  vio- 
linist." Among  the  pieces  which  she  played  in  two  con- 
certs were  Beethoven's  Sonata  appassionata ;  Mendels- 
sohn's violoncello  sonata  in  D  fiat  (Dr.  Bruns  at  the 
violoncello) ;  Beethoven's  "Moonlight"  sonata;  an  im- 
promptu by  Chopin  J  the  Erlkonig  and  Lucia  of  Liszt. 


M.  Vieuxtemps  has  given  a  concert  in  the  Singakade- 
mie.  Among  other  picccsplayed  by  this  celebrated  virtu- 
oso,we  may  especially  mention  his  manuscript  Concerto 
in  D  minor,  dedicated  to  the  King  of  Prussia.  —  Mad. 
Jenny  Lind  Goldschmidt'e  two  Concerts  have  excited  a 
vast  amount  of  enthusiasm.  The  "Nightingale"  was 
raptuously  applauded  in  her  various  songs;  among, 
which  Jwe  may  mention  tlie  Romance  of  Rimhault 
from  Robert  le  Diable,  the  rondo  Jinale,  from  the  .Son- 
nambula,  Mendelssohn's  "O  Winter."  and  Taubert's 
"  Wer  klappcrt  am  Dache.'^  ilcrr  Otto  Goldechmidt 
played  some  of  Bach's  compositions,  and  Morceaux  de 
Salon  of  his  own,  on  the  pianoforte.  At  the  second 
concert,  Herr  Henry  Wieniawski  executed  part  of  a 
concerto  by  Viotti,  and  some  variations,  and  Ernst's 
Carnival  de  Vmisc.  Auber's  Marco  Spada,  has  been 
produced  at  the  Kroll'sches  Theatre,  and  Handel's  ora- 
torio of  Israel  in  Egypt  by  Herr  Stern's  Gesangverein. 

Vieuxtemps  gave  his  second  concert  on  the  13t1i,  in 
the  rooms  of  the  Singakademie.  Among  other  pieces, 
he  played  Tartini's  sonata,  Le  Trille  du  Diable,  Pa- 
ganini's  Peqitetum  mobile  and  an,  adagio  of  his  own. 
He  was  assisted  by  Herr  Pape,  an  excellent  performer 
on  the  clarinet,  and  Fraulein  Schulz,  of  the  Ducal 
Theatre  at  Weimar. — On  the  20th,  M.  Vieuxtemps 
gave  his  third  concert  in  the  same  rooms  and  played,  with 
Dr.  KuUack,  Beethoven's  sonata  in  A  minor,  dedicated 
to  Kreutzer,  and  other  pieces. ftYou  may  form  some  idea 
of  the  Dom~Chor  concerts,  wlTen  I  tell  you  that  among 
other  works,  they  have  lately  performed  Gabrielli's 
motet,  '^  Herr,  dubist vormals gnddig gewesen,'* liOtXi^s 
"  Crucifixus,"  Palestrina's  "  Christus  fccctu^  est,''' 
Jomelli's  "  Lux  j)erp)etua,"  Haydn's  "  Du  bist,  dem 
Ruhm  und  Ehre,'"  and  one  of  the  Psalms  of  Mendels- 
sohn. The  programme  of  the  last  Sinfonie- Soiree 
comprised  Chcrubini's  overture  to  the  Abencerrages, 
Haydn's  Sinfonie  MiUtaire,  the  overture  to  Der  Frei- 
schutz. (encored),  and  Beethoven's  symphony  in  C 
minor.  The  lovers  of  music  in  Berlin  are  indebted  to 
Herr  K.  M.  Taubert  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
discharged  his  duties  as  conductor  and  director. 

The  event  which  has  attracted  the  greatest  share  of 
attention  lately,  was  Mme.  Jenny  Lind  Goldschmidt's 
last  concert.  The  great  artist  gave  "I  kno%v  that  my 
Redeemer  liveth,"  with  the  deep  feeling  and  indescriba- 
ble manner  that  especially  characterize  her  singing. 
The  aria  from  /  Puritani  displayed  her  talent  from 
another  point  of  view,  that  of  perfect  artistic  slcill. 
Mme.  Goldschmidt  also  sang,  in  the  most  charming 
way,  two  lieder  by  Mendelssohn  and  Schumann,  and 
the  popular  Lied  aits  Dalecarnien."  Herr  Otto  Gold- 
schmidt played  Mendelssohn's  concerto  in  G  minor, 
for  pianoforte  and  orchestra. 

The  representation  of  Boieldieu's  Die  Weisse  Dame  (La 
Dame  Blanche)  at  the  Opera  House,  drew  a  large  audience,  the 
novelty  being  the  first  appearance  of  Herr  Theodor  Formes 
(brother  of  Curl  Formes,  the  bass),  as  George  Brown.  Although 
lie  labored  under  the  disadvantage  of  coming  after  M.  Roger, 
Herr  Formes  acquitted  himself  in  a  manner  that  completely 
satisfied  the  audience,  who  te.-^tified  their  satisfaction  by  fre- 
quent applause. 


intigljt's  %nxu\  nf  Mmi, 


BOSTON,  APRIL  29,  1854. 
Music  in  New  York. 

New  Yoke,  April  24, 1854. 
Dear  Dwight  : — I  am  decidedly  unfortunate, 
for  Spohr's  music  is  never  interesting  or  pleasing 
to  me,  and  this  winter  it  has  several  times  occu- 
pied places  upon  our  Philharmonic  programmes 
which  I  should  gladly  have  seen  filled  with  the 
works  of  Haydn  and  Mozart,  to  say  nothing  of 
Beethoven.  Saturday  evening  we  had  our  fourth 
and  last  concert  of  the  series,  of  which  I  send 
you  here  the 

PKOGKAMME. 

PART  I. 

Symphony  No.  20,  in  B,  (first  time,) Fr.  Schneider. 

Dedicated  to  the  members  of  the  N.  Y.  Philharmonic  Soc'y. 
Larghetto,   Allegro   Maestoso. — Andante  con  moto. — Scherzo, 

Allegro  con  Spirito  — Finale,  Allegro  non  tanto. 

Aria,  "  Der  Krieges  Lust  ergeben,"  from  "  Jessonda,"  L.  Spohr. 

(By  particular  request.) 

Mr.  Philip  Mater. 

Duo  Concertante  on  the  air  *'  Araby's  Daughter,"  F.  Baumaim. 

Two  French  Horns  and  Orchestra. 

Messrs.  H.  Schmitz  and  S.  JiNiSEL. 

PART  n. 

Die  Weihe  der  Tone  :  Characteristic  Symphony,  op.  89,  L.  Spohr. 

Grand  Duo  Concertante,  in  F,  on  a  theme  from  Halevy's 

Opera  "  TEclair,"  (two  pianos,) W.  V.  Wallace. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  V.  Wallace. 

Melodic,  "  Lc  Moine," Meyerbeer. 

Mr.  Philip  Mateb. 
Oyerture  to  "  Egmont," L-  Ton  Beethoven. 

How  many  agreed  with  me  I  do  not  know, — I 
judge  a  great  many,  for  the  audience  was  thin 
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enough  before  the  last  piece ; — but  it  was  one  of 
the  most  dull  and  tedious  concerts  I  ever  at- 
tended. 

Schneider's  Symphony  struck  me  as  modelled 
almost  slavishly  after  those  of  Beethoven ;  but 
the  ideas  and  themes  were  pleasing  and  new,  and 
the  work,  as  a  whole,  not  of  any  overpowering 
grandeur,  but  well  worth  hearing.  The  Andante 
con  Moto,  mostly  consisting  of  a  conversation  of 
the  wind  instruments,  with  j>i^~>-<^o-to  accompani- 
ment of  the  strings,  I  liked  best.  The  Scherzo, 
in  its  effect  much  like  that  in  Beethoven's  Second 
Symphony,  was  also  good, — better  than  the  Trio. 
The  finale  pleased  the  audience  generally  the 
best.  It  has  a  theme  in  it,  just  to  the  taste  of  the 
majority,  which  comes  up  two  or  three  times  and 
is  played  by  the  brass  instruments.  It  struck  me  as 
commonplace  and  rather  out-of-place — like  a  pas- 
sage runaway  from  the  sexton  who  was  burying 
some  defunct  opera  of  Auber,  or  Donizetti.  Did 
I  like  the  Symphony  ?  Yes,  I  would  gladly  hear 
it  again,  but  only  in  connection  with  one  of  the 
truly  grand  works  of  Mozart  or  .Beethoven,  when 
the  contrast  would  render  a  lighter  work  just 
what  the  auditor  wants.  It  is  pleasing  music ;  but 
that  indescribable  something,  which  distinguishes 
the  great  from  the  commonplace,  is  wanting.  The 
heart  was  not  touched. 

My  seat  was  one  at  which  the  vocal  music  could 
by  no  possibility  be  efiective.  Mr.  Mayer  was 
much  applauded  ;  and  so  were  the  performers  of 
the  Duo  on  horns,  and  that  on  two  pianos. 

Spohr's  Weihe  der  Tone,  I  think  should  be 
translated  the  "  Weight  of  Tones,"  for  few  pieces 
of  music  seem  so  completely  filled  with  the  spirit 
of  heaviness  as  this.  I  have  heard  it  often,  and 
by  one  of  the  best  of  foreign  orchestras  as  well 
as  by  our  own,  and  with  each  repetition  it  grows 
heavier.  I  do  not  deny  that  the  faults  may  be  in  the 
hearer— and  the  hearer  will  probably  never  listen  to 
it  again.  The  military  movement  was  the  only  one 
that  seemed  to  attract  any  general  attention,  and 
that  was  not  too  well  listened  to. 

A  good  deal  of  fault  has  been  found  this  winter 
with  the  Philharmonic  programmes.  I  know  that 
many  of  the  subscribers  have  been  greatly  disap- 
pointed not  to  have  a  specimen  of  Mozart's  or 
Haydn's  Symphonies.  I  fear,  unless  it  be  under- 
stood next  season  that  one  of  the  three  Great 
Symphonists  shall  appear  on  each  programme,  the 
subscription  list  will  show  a  falling  ofi".  I  believe 
in  the  Philharmonic,  as  does  Willis,  but  I  do  not 
believe  in  such  programmes  as  the  first  and  fourth 
of  this  season  have  been.  Give  me  one  sym- 
phony by  Haydn,  Mozart,  or  Beethoven,  and  one 
overture  out  of  the  list  of  acknowledged  master- 
pieces, and  the  rest  of  the  bill  of  fare  may  be  as 
miserable  as  they  please. 

The  Sinfonie  Soir(5es  of  the  Berlin  Royal"  Or- 
chestra are  nine  each  winter,  and  the  rule  there 
is  a  symphony  of  Beethoven  at  every  concert, 
save  the  ninth ;  and  sometimes  at  this  the  Ninth 
Symphony  is  performed ;  when  not,  its  place  is 
supplied  by  the  entire  music  of  Egmont,  or  some 
similar  performance. 

I  know  that  I  speak  the  almost  unanimous 
opinion  of  that  class  to  which  in  fact  the  Phil- 
harmonic Society  must  in  the  long  run  look  for 
support,  when  I  say  that  it  should  give  six  con- 
certs at  least  (better  if  it  gave  more,  I  think), 
and  that  an  universally  acknowledged  classic  be 
one  of  each  evening's  symphonies. 

I  heard  some  of  the  minor  numbers  of  the 


programme  Saturday  evening  spoken  of  rather 
contemptuously.  I  think  this  wrong.  New  York 
has  not  yet  reached  the  point  when  two  sympho- 
nies and  two  overtures  are  sufficient  for  an  even- 
ing. There  must  be  here  a  dessert  of  sugar- 
plums to  follow  the  strong  meat. 

Is  it  not  queer  that  my  last  letter  to  you  should 
have  caused  quite  an  excitement  in  some  quar- 
ters ?  I  thank  you  for  the  paragraph  in  relation 
to  the  affair  in  your  last,  as  no  further  notice 
seems  necessary  of  the  little  discussion  which  has 
taken  place  here  in  relation  to  it.  On  getting 
the  necessary  documents  and  looking  into  the 
early  history  of  the  Society,  I  am  amused  at  the 
correctness  of  my  "  guess  "  as  to  the  origin  and 
objects  of  the  Philharmonic.  I  have  lying  before 
me  the  announcement  of  its  first  series  of  concerts 
in  1842-3,  with  the  names  of  the  orchestra  and 
committee  of  arrangements.  This  committee 
consisted  of  U.  C.  Hill,  Esq.,  President  (the  orig- 
inator of  the  Society),  A.  Reiff,  Vice  President, 
A.  Dod worth.  Treasurer;  W.  Wood,  Librarian; 
P.  W.  Rosier,  Sec'y ;  A.  Boucher  and  H.  Otto. 
I  find  in  the  list  of  performers,  including  the 
Pianists,  &c.,  sixty-four  names,  of  which  thirty- 
four  are  plainly  German,  and  several  others 
English,  French  and  Italian.  In  proposing  to 
give  three  concerts,  the  committee  says  "  the 
chief  objects  will  be  to  elevate  the  art,  improve 
musical  taste,  and  gratify  those  already  acquainted 
with  classic  musical  compositions,  by  performing 
the  Grand  Symphonies  and  overtures  of  Beetho- 
ven, Mozart,  Haydn,  Spohr,  Mendelssohn,  and 
other  great  masters,  with  a  strength  and  precision 
hitherto  unknown  in  this  country." 

It  is  curious  too  to  note  in  the  account  given  in 
the  Report  of  the  Society*,  Sept.  11,  1852,  of  the 
preliminary  meeting  for  the  formation  of  the 
Philharmonic,  that  Mr.  Hill  called  the  meeting  to 
order,  but  that  A.  P.  Heinrich  was  appointed 
Chairman,  and  F.  W.  Rosier,  Secretary.  Who 
were  the  first  ofiicers  chosen,  is  mentioned  above. 

However,  it  is  of  the  least  importance  how  the 
Society  originated  or  with  whom.  Let  it  give 
good  music  as  well  performed  as  the  music  has 
been  this  winter,  and  there  is  no  peradventure  as 
to  its  success.  The  Philharmonic  has  educated 
an  audience  which  will  sustain  it,  and  which  will 
never  deny  its  obligations  to  Mr.  Hill,  for  his 
early  and  long  continued  exertions  in  the  cause 
of  good  music.  Pegan. 


Complimentary  Concert  to  Miss  Anna  Stone. 

The  elegant  saloon  of  the  Messrs.  Chickering 
was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity  on  Monday 
evening,  by  an  intelligent  and  eager  audience. 
Trinity  Church,  of  course  was  largely  repre- 
sented; and  so  were  the  musical  profession  and 
the  musio-lovers  generally.  The  whole  affair 
was  eminently  successful  and  must  alike  have 
gratified  the  lady  and  her  friends  who  felt  prompt- 
ed to  give  her  this  graceful  God-speed  on  the  eve 
of  her  removal  to  New  York. 

The  concert  opened  with  a  vocal  quintet,  the 
Canon  from  Rossini's  "  Moses  in  Egypt,"  sung  by 
Miss  Stone,  and  other  members  of  the  Handel 
and  Haydn  Society  and  the  Trinity  Church 
choir ;  Mr.  Hayter,  senior,  at  the  Grand  Piano. 
The  tenor  recitative  and  air  from  "  Elijah  :"  Ye 
people,  and  :  If  with  all  your  heart  ye  truly  seek 
me,  were  delivered  in  the  best  voice  and  style  of 
Mr.  Aethueson.  In  truth,  we  know  not  when 
we  have  heard  any  chamber  singing,  by  a  male 


voice,  more  satisfactoiy  in  point  of  refined  taste, 
feeling  and  expression.  This  was  followed  by  a 
slow  movement  and  finale  from  one  of  the  fami- 
liar stringed  Quartets  of  the  great  masters,  con- 
tributed by  members  of  the  Mendelssohn 
Quintette  Club.  The  duet  by  Spohr ;  Oh 
Lord,  remember  my  affliction,  one  of  the  most  im- 
pressive vocal  pieces  that  we  remember  by  that 
author,  was  finely  rendered  by  Miss  Stone  and 
Mr.  Aethueson.  A  fine  vocal  quartet,  with 
solo  (Miss  Stone),  from  one  of  the  psalms  of  Men- 
delssohn, terminated  the  first  part. 

Part  Second  consisted  of  part  of  a  quartet  of 
Beethoven,  by  the  Quintette  Club  ;  the  Ave 
Maria  of  Cherubini,  sweetly  and  chastely  sung 
by  Mrs.  Wentwoeth,  with  Ryan's  clarinet 
accompaniment ;  the  trio,  Ti  prego,  Madre  pia 
(very  Italian  in  style),  by  Curschmann ;  the  fa- 
vorite quartet  from  "  Moses ;"  Mi  manca  la  voce 
(Oh,  hear  me  Jehovah) ;  and  the  brilliant  and 
florid  Gratias  ar/imus  of  Guglielmi,  with  clarinet 
oUigato,  which  Miss  Stone  has  long  since  made 
peculiarly  her  own.  She  was  in  excellent  voice 
and  spirits,  apparently,  and  sang  to  the  regretful 
delight  of  those  about  to  lose  her. 

So  ended  one  of  the  most  unique  and  interest- 
ing concerts  of  the  season.  We  trust  that  this 
warm  expression  of  good  feeling  on  the  part  of 
the  Boston  music-lovers  and  musie-makers  will, 
prove  some  guaranty  that  Boston  shall  not  alto- 
gether lose  the  singer  to  whom  we  have  owed  so 
much  of  the  satisfaction  our  best  oratorio  and 
church  music. 
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Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. 

The  drenching  rain  of  Saturday  reduced  the 
Benefit  Concert  to  a  very  cozy,  sociable  little  mu- 
sical party;  select _  and  sympathetic,  and  yet 
numerous  for  such  a  night.  We  believe  it  was 
quite  generally  the  wish  of  the  friends  present 
and  absent,  that  the  Club  (against  whom  the 
"  clerk  of  the  weather  "  appears  to  cherish  a  pecu- 
liar spite)  should  not  be  sufi"ered  to  be  so  cheated 
of  a  benefit,  anj'  more  than  the  pleasure  of  such 
a  concert  should  be  limited  to  a  mere  handful  of 
hearers.  Our  readers  therefore  will  be  glad  to 
see,  by  the  announcement  in  another  column,  that 
it  is  resolved  to  do  the  thing  again  and  do  it 
thoroughly.  This  evening  therefore,  with  an  even 
richer  programme  and  a  greater  aiu'ay  of  volun- 
teer assistance,  the  Quintette  Club  will  have  its 
Jo;ia_/irfe Annual  Benefit  Concert. 

Meanwhile  we  jot  down  a  few  memoranda  of 
last  Saturday  evening,  since  to  those  who  braved 
the  deluge  it  was  a  memorable  concert,  and  both 
voice  and  instruments  sounded  particularly  well. 

For  the  opening,  Beethoven's  Quartet  in  B  flat, 
the  last  of  the  six  included  in  opus  18,  and  a 
familiar  favorite  with  the  Quintette  audiences, 
was  played  by  request.  Miss  Anna  Stone 
kindly  appeared  in  the  place  of  Mrs.  Went- 
woeth, who  was  ill,  and  sang  in  rich  tones  and 
with  much  expression  a  contralto  recitative  and 
air  from  Mendelssohn's  "  St.  Paul."  Mr.  Carl 
Hause  played  a  brilliant  Impromptu  of  his  own, 
for  the  piano,  dedicated  to  Spohr,  a  piece  evinc- 
mg  not  a  little  cleverness  in  that  sort  of  composi- 
tion. The  same  gentleman  took  the  place  of  Mr. 
Heller  (who  was  detained  in  New  York)  in  a 
Sonata  by  Bach,  for  violin  and  piano,  with  Au- 
gust Fries,  a  clear,  dignified,  wholesome  com- 
position in  two  movements,  and  well  played. 

In  place  of  the  four-hand  piece  of  Moscheles 
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(Hommage  a  Handel),  set  down  in  the  programme, 
the  second  part  of  the  concert  opened  with 
Gounod's  arrangement  of  the  first  Prelude,  in 
Bach's  "  Well-tempered  Clavichord,"  in  which 
the  violin  sings  a  very  modern  and  sentimental 
melody  to  the  original  piano  prelude,  while  the 
quartet  of  strings  supply  a  background  of  har- 
mony. The  general  effect,  however,  as  we  have 
before  remarked,  is  euphonious  and  rich.  For 
the  promised  Ave  Maria  by  Mrs.  "Wentwokth, 
Miss  Stoee  sang  a  pretty  English  song.  The 
Introduction  and  Polonaise  by  Chopin,  for  piano 
and  violoncello,  by  Messrs.  Hatjse  and  WuLP 
Fkies  ;  the  surpassingly  beautiful  Adagio  from 
Mendelssohn's  Posthumous  Quintet;  and  the  first 
movement  from  Hummel's  brilliant  Conderto  in 
A  minor,  by  Mr.  Hause,  were  unexceptionably 
rendered  and  elicited  warm  expression  of  plea- 
sure. 


American  Debuts  in  Italy. 

We  spoke  last  week  of  the  engagement  of  Miss 
Hensler  at  La  Scala.  Miss  Adelaide  Phil- 
lips, since  her  successful  debut  in  Eossini's  Arsace, 
has  [not  relaxed  the  devoted  study  of  her  art, 
and  contmues  to  realize  the  fine  hopes  which  her 
friends  had  founded  on  her  rare  voice  and  talent; 
reflecting  great  credit,  also,  (let  it  not  be  forgotten) 
on  her  excellent  teacher,  in  this  city,  Madame 
Arnoult,  with  whom  she  first  studied  the  part 
aforesaid,  and  the  eff'ect  of  whose  teaching  was 
noticed  in  a  very  complimentary  manner  by 
Garcia,  when  he  first  tried  the  voice  of  his  new 
pupil.  Miss  Phillips  is  also  in  Milan,  in  constant 
friendly  intimacy  with  Miss  Hensler,  the  two  at^ 
tending  all  the  operas  together,  and  making  com- 
mon cause  most  heartily  in  their  pursuit  of  true 
artistic  excellence.  She  is  engaged,  we  under- 
stand, to  sing  in  Milan  at  the  Carcano  theatre. 

So  much  for  our  soprano  and  contralto.  Messrs. 
MiLLAKD,  the  tenor,  and  Sumnek,  the  baritone, 
complete  the  quartet  of  native  Bostoniaus.  Be- 
fore long  we  may  hear  Italian  opera  in  Boston, 
with  all  the  principal  roles  performed  by  native 
artists,  well  trained,  and  with  distinction,  in  the 
Italian  School.  Respecting  the  career  of  our  two 
young  townsmen,  a  friend  sends  us  the  following 
translation  from  the  Florentine  journal,  11  Buon 
Gusto.  The  notice  is  truly  Italian  in  its  enthusi- 
asm ;  but  it  is  a  pity  that  it  does  not  inform  us 
what  the  opera  was.  Are  we  to  infer  from  the 
allusion  to  the  Largo,  that  it  was  the  "  Barber  of 
Seville  "  ? 

Arezzo. — I.  and  R.  Petrarch  Theatre.  (Our 
correspondence.) 

•  The  benefit  of  the  American  biritone,  Edward 
Sumner,  took  place  on  Friday  evening,  February 
23d.  The  theatre  was  crowded  to  excess.  Both 
the  boxes  and  parquette  were  entirely  filled. 
Much  praise  is  due  to  the  inhabitants  of  Arezzo 
for  their  appreciation  of  the  merit  of  this  fine 
artist,  who  will  soon  reflect  great  credit  on  the 
illustrious  nation  of  his  birth.  Mention  has  already 
been  made  many  times  of  Sumner,  and  of  the 
impression  which  he  has  produced  by  his  splendid 
and  extraordinary  voice,  fine  method,  handsome 
figure,  and  excellent  pronunciation ;  the  latter  he 
has  acquired  so  well,  that  while  singing  he  seems 
to  be  an  Italian  rather  than  an  American.  This 
Spring,  associated  with  the  talented  Rupini,  he 
will  make  the  fortune  of  the  manager  Pompei. 

His  appearance  was  greeted  with  great  ap- 
plause, and  bunches  and  wreaths  of  flowers  were 
thrown  to  him  from  all  parts  of  the  house.     After 


the  "Largo"  he  was  presented  with  a  large  and 
magnificent  bouquet,  containing  many  gifts.  It 
came  from  the  hands  of  his  fellow  Americans 
resident  in  Florence.  At  the  end  of  his  cavatina 
he  received  repeated  applause,  accompanied  with 
flowers  and  wreaths,  and  was  called  before  the 
curtain. 

The  quartet  in  the  first  acf  was  received  with 
great  applause,  and  here  praises  are  due  to  the 
American  tenor,  Millard.  This  young  man  also 
possesses  a  magnificent  voice,  a  fine  method  and 
an  excellent  figure  for  the  stage.  He  will  cer- 
tainly appear  in  the  first  theatres.  Pompei  will, 
fijr  the  sake  of  his  own  interest,  unite  him  also  in 
the  Spring  to  the  talented  Rupini,  of  whom  it  is 
enough  to  say  that  she  is  already  known  to  fame. 

Sumner  was  loudly  applauded  in  the  duet  with 
the  prima  donna  in  the  second  act:  this  has  been 
the  case,  however,  every  evening;  he  and  Rupini 
having  both  understood  their  parts  well,  besides 
having  very  sympathetic,  comprehensive,  and  ex- 
traordinary voices,  which  rendered  it  necessary 
that  they  should  be  perfectly  united.  Here  again 
they  were  called  before  the  curtain  with  vociferous 
applause. 

This  act  was  followed  by  the  duet  from  Nabucco 
— a  piece  which  the  beneficiary  had  selected  as 
the  principal  feature  of  the  entertainment.  To 
attempt  a  description  of  the  effect  produced  by 
this  duet  would  be  vain.  It  is  enough  to  say  that 
it  was  sung  by  Rupini  and  Sumner.  Amidst  en- 
thusiastic applauses  the  artists  were  called  out 
again  and  again,  and  hundreds  of  bunches  of 
flowers  were  thrown  from  all  parts  of  the  house,« 
the  audience  exclaiming  ;  "  Bravo  Sumner " — 
"  Bravo  Rupini."  At  the  close  of  this  duet  they 
were  again  presented  with  two  large  bouquets. 

To  add  to  the  brilliancy  of  the  entertainment, 
the  beneficiary  called  upon  the  American  tenor, 
Millard,  the  baritone  Grimozzi,  and  the  manager 
Pompei,  an  accomplished  artist  notwithstanding 
his  youth,  to  favor  him  by  singing  the  trio  from 
the  first  act  of  the  opera,  Chi  dura  vince.  They 
readily  complied,  and  thus  gaily  closed  the  even- 
ing's arausament. 

I  leave  you  to  imagine  the  gratification  of  the  au- 
dience at  hearing  Millard  in  a  fine  part,  Grimozzi  in 
a  comic  part  and  finally  Pompei,  who  is  famous  as 
a  player  upon  the  Oboe  and  English  horn,  in  comic 
song.  Millard  sang  well,  and  distinguished  himself 
more  than  ever  in  this  part,  and  we  prophecy  for  him 
a  brilliant  career  having  every  possible  advantage. 
Finally  Pompei  surpassed  all  expectations,  those  who 
did  not  know  the  manager  enquiring  "  who  is  that 
fine  artist?" 

The  season  is  closed  amid  acclamations  and  fes- 
tivities. 

Note. — Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  have  learned  that 
the  principal  piece  performed  was  Verdi's  I  Masnadieie. 
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Ciei'mania  Serenade  Baud. 

THE  SERVICES  OS  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E,  TELTOW,  Agent. 
iil4tf  30  i'ayette  Street. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 
3G5  Wasliliigtoii  Street,  Boston. 


Oct.  16. 
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Pianos  and  melodeons  to  liet. 

oliveeTIditson, 

Music   Dealer,    115  Waslitngton   St.,    Boston, 

HAS  a  good  variety  of  Piano  Fortes,  Melodeons,  Seraphines 
and  Heed  Organs,  to  let,  for  city  or  country,  on  low  terms. 
If,  within  one  year  from  the  time  of  hiring,  the  party  should 
conclude  to  purchase  the  instrument,  no  charge  mil  be  made 
for  rent  of  it,  except  the  interest  on  its  value.  26  tf 


Annual  Complimentary  Benefit  Concert. 

Respectfully  announce  that  in  consequence  of  the  severe 
storm,  which  prevented  many  of  their  friends  from  attending 
last  Saturday  Kvening,  thoy  will  by  request  repeat  the  Concert 

On  Saturday  Evening,  April  29tb, 
At  the  MEIONAON,   Trcmont  Street, 

Assisted  by  the  following  Artists,  who  have  kindly  volun- 
teered their  services : 
Mrs.  E.  A.  WENTWORTH  &  Mr.  A.  AIITIIURSON,  Vocalists, 
CARL  HAUSE,  Pianist,  P.  SUCK  and  CII.  EIGHLER, 
Viohnists,  and  Til.  MAASS,  "Violoncello. 

PROGRAMME. 
Part  I. 

1.  Quartette  No.  5,  in  A,  op.  18, Beethoven. 

Allegro  and  Tema  con  variazioni. 

2.  Song:  "The  Soldier's  Dream," Atwood. 

Mr.  A.  Arthurson. 

3.  Ottetto  in  E  fiat,  op.  20,  for  four  Viohns,  two  Altos, 

and  two  Violoncellos, Mendelssohn. 

Allegro  moderate — Andante— Scherzo  Allegro— Finale,  Presto. 
Part  II. 

4.  Song  :  "  Thou  art  the  rest," Schubert. 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Wentworth. 

5.  Grand  Duo  Concertante  for  Violin  and  Piano,  on 

themes  from  "  Don  Giovanni." 

Messrs.  Fries  and  Hause. 

6.  Duet :  "  Ah  perdonna,;'  from  Clemenza  di  Tito, . . .  .Mozart. 

Mrs.  Wentworth  and  Mr.  Arthurbon. 

7.  Andante  and  Finale  from  the  Concerto  for  Piano  in 

E  major, Hummel. 

Carl  Hause, 

[CP"Tickets  50  cents,  to  be  had  at  the  usual  places  and  at  the 
door. 
[C/^Doors  open  at  7^.    Concert  to  commence  at  8. 


CHURCH  ORGAN. 

AN  excellent  Church  Organ,  belonging  to  a  Society  in  this 
City,  is  offered  for  sale.  It  has  two  banks  of  keys,  and 
pedal  bass,  and  in  all  twenty-one  stops,  is  in  good  order,  and 
can  be  delivered  to  the  purchaser  immediatelv.    Apply  to 

JOSEPH  L.  HATES,  No.  129  "Washington  St. 
Apr  15    3b 

VESTRY  SOIVOS. 

A  COLLECTION  of  Hymns  and  Tunes  for  Sabbath  Schools, 
Social  Meetings,  and  Private  Devotions.    234  pp.,  ISmo., 
full  cloth,  gilt  backs.    Price  33  cents. 

C.  C.  DEAN,    Treas.  Mass.  S.  S.  Society. 
Apr.  15.    4t 

A  SOPRANO  WANTED. 

FOR  a  church  in  Savannah,  Ga.  A  good  soprano  singer, 
and  one  who  is  a  good  musician  and  teacher,  would  receive 
a  fair  salary,  and  find  scholars.  For  further  particulars  en- 
quire at  this  office.  March  11  3m. 

Baker^s  New  ITIusic  Book. 

WE  HAVE  IN  PRESS, 

And  shall  publish  about  the  10th  of  May, 

A  NKAV  JUVE1VII.E  SONG  BOOK:, 

By  Prof.  B.  F.  BAKER, 

ENTITLED 

BAKER'S  SCHOOL  MUSIC  BOOK. 

It  will  be  a  work  of  over  200  pages,  mostly  NEW  AND 
BEAUTIFUL  SONGS,  adapted  to  the  School  Room,  and  for 
social  and  pubhc  gatherings.  From  what  we  know  of  the  time 
taken,  and  the  great  care  used  in  preparing  thip  new  music 
book,  we  doubt  not  it  will  rank  among  the  best  which  have  been 
offered  to  the  musical  public.  In  addition  to  its  beautiful 
Poetry  and  Music,  it  will  contain  a  System  of  Elementary 
Instruction,  simple,  clear,  concise  and  yet  full,  and  so  admir- 
ably adapted  to  the  youthful  mind  as  to  insure  a  rapid  ad- 
vancement in  this  charming  science. 

Teachers  of  Music  in  Academies,  Public  and  Private  Schools, 
&c.,  are  most  respectfully  requested  to  send  for  copies  of  this 
work  for  examination. 

JOHN  p.  JEWETT  &,   CO., 

Publishers,  Boston. 
JEWETT,    PEOCTOR    &    WORTHINGTON, 
Apr  29    3t  Clevelamd,  Ohio. 


CHICKERING   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

TSVAREROOMS, 

TREMONT    STREET, 
Apr29  BOSTON.  tf 
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GREAT  BOOK  IN  PRESS. 

lOOEE'S  EICYCIOPHBIA  OF  MUSIC: 

COMPILED  BY  JOHN  W.  MOORE, 
Witli  the  a?aistance  of  other  distinguished  men  in  the  musical 
■world.  ~  The  intention  of  the  author  is  to  make  a  most  com- 
plete and  thorough  work  of  the  above,  which  will  be  a  desid- 
eratum in  the  world  of  music.  It  will  be  published  in  oue 
•  elegant  Royal  Octavo  volume  of  about  900  pages,  double  col- 
umns, and  will  contain  a  complete 

Dictionary  of  Mwsical  Terms, 

A  HISTOK-Y  OF  THE  SCIEKGE  OF  BOJSIC, 

from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  on  Harmony  and  Thorongli  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  Mosical  Instruments,  with  the 
names  of  the  most  distinguished  makers,  and  a  complete  ^Musi- 
cal Biography  of  over  three  thousand  of  themostdistinguifihed 
Composers  and  Musicians  who  have  ever  lived.  Mr.  Bloore  has 
spent  several  years  in  compiling  this  valuable  work.  It  is  now 
going  through  the  press  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S. — The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluable 
to  every  professional  musician,  and  to  every  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring  ;  we  hope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  has 
been  delayed  on  account  of  the  immense  labor  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  the  difficulty  of  stereotyping  a  work  so  full  of  examples. 
The  delay,  however,  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  be §A  00. 

The  price,  bound  in  half  calf,  will  be 4  50. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  &  Co., 
Publishers,  17  and  19  Cornhill,  Boston  ; 
JE^VETT,  PROCTOR  fc  WORXHINGTON, 
Cleveland. 
Will  be  for  sale  by  all  the  book  and  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  Feb.  11. 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   ENTIRE  AND  INIMITABLE  ALLEGORY   OP 

THE    PILGRim^S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonuls  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEAVETT,  Publisher. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  adthorized  Agent  for  Eos- 
ton.  His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also— Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

€n  §ahM\)  Irjinnl  IflpwiEtfntonts. 

We  haTe  just  publistied  a  beautiful  Book  for  your  use,  entitled 

THE  SABBATH  SCHOOL, 

A  complete  collection  of  Hymus  and  Tunes  for  Sabbath  Schools, 
Families,  and  Social  Gatherings. 

BT    WILLIAM    WILLIAMS, 
JProfessor  of  Music  in  Charlestown  Female  Seminary. 

We  believe  that  upon  examination  this  will  be  found  to  be 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  collections  of  Music  and  Hymns  for 
Children  ever  published. 

PKICE  FIFTEEN  DOLLARS  PEE  HUNDRED. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT  &,  CO., 

Apr!    6t  PuWisliers,  Boston. 

PIANO-FORTE  INSTRIJCTlOIii. 

G.  A.  SCHMITT,  (From  Germany,) 

TEACHER  OP  THE  PIABTO-PORTE, 

IS  now  prepared  to  give  lessons  at  the  residence  of  pupils  or 
at  his  own  residence,  No.  7  Haymarket  Place. 
Mr.  S.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music  stores  of  Oliver  Ditson 
or  Nathan  Richardson. 

Refers  to  the  following  gentlemen :  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq., 
HalletTjDavis  &  Co.,  Oliver DiTBOK,  Nathan  Richakdson. 
Oct.  8. 


D.   B.   NEWHALL. 

MANXTFACTTniER  AND   DEALER  IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

Ko.  344  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FOR  TES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  ^  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

N.    D.    COTTON. 

IMPOKTER  AKD   DEALER  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATEEIALS, 

Kg,  13  Tremont  Row,  Boston. 

Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 
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In  all  its  various  brandies, 

NEATLY   A'NT)    PROMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY   EDTVARD    L.    BALCH, 

ffiffitE  Sournal  of  pusit,  No.  21  Stiiool  %t. 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  him  by  the  Mass. 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  workmanship, 
may  be  seen  at  his  office. 

0=- MUSIC   prepared  for   Stereotyping. 


[FROM  DITSON'S  CATALOGUE.] 

GEMS   FROM    BEETHOVEN. 

Op.  2    Three  Sonatas,  No.  1,  E  minor, 75 

2        "  "        "    2,  A, 75 

"  2        "             "        "    3,C, 1,00 

"  7    Grand  Sonata,  E  flat, 1,00 

"  10    Three  Sonatas,  No.  1,  C  minor, 60 

"  10        "             "        "    2,F, 50 

"  10        "             "        "    3,D, 75 

"  13    Sonata  Pathetique,  C  minor, 75 

"  14    Two  Sonatas,  No.  1,  E, 50 

"  14        "        "          "    2,  G, 60 

"  22    Grand  Sonata,  B, 1,00 

"  26    Grand  Sonata,  A  flat, 75 

"  27    Two  Sonatas,  No.  1,  C  sharp  minor, 50 

"  27        "        "          "    2,  E  flat, 60 

«  28    Sonata  Pastoral,  D,: 75 

"  31    Three  Sonatas,  No.  1,  G, 75 

"  31        "           "         "    2,D  minor, 75 

"  31        "           "         "    3,  E  flat 1,00 

"  49    Two  Sonatas,  No.  1,  G  minor 38 

«  49      «          «         ((     2  G 38 

"  53    Grand  Sonata,  C,  .'...'. .'.'.'. ..'...' '....1,00 

"  54    Sonata,F, 50 

"  57    Sonata  Appass.,  E  minor, 1,00 

"  78    Sonata.  F  sharp, 60 

"  79    Sonatine,  G, 60 

"  81  Sonata  Charact.,  Les  Adieux,  L'Absence,  et  la 

Retour,  E  flat, 75 

"  90    Sonata,  E  minor, 75 

"  100    Sonata.A, 75 

"  106    Grand  Sonata,  B, 1,25 

"  109    Grand  Sonata,  E, 1,00 

"  110    Sonata,A, 1,00 

"  111    Sonata,  C, 1,00 

"  92    Seventh  Symphony,  A, 1,25 

Oliver  Ditson,  115  Was/iingfon  St. 

GREAT  MASTERS  FOR  LITTLE  PUPILS. 

In   course   of   TPublication :    Several   Numbers 
already  issued. 

GREAT  MASTERS  FOR  LITTLE  PUPILS :  A  Selection 
from  the  Classical  Works  of  Handel,  Haydn,  Mozart, 
Beethoven,  &c.  &c.  Easily  arranged  and  fingered,  by  Thomas 
Baker. 

Opinions  of  the  English  Press. 

"  We  cordially  recommend  this  work  to  all  Teachers  of  the 
Piano-Forte.    The  desired  objectis  obtained  in  a  manner  truly  * 
pleasing  to  the  pupil ;  and  by   the  use  of  Mr.  Baker's  version 
of  the  Great  Masters,  that  which  waa  an  irksome,  will  become 
a  delightful  task." — Era. 

"  As  an  instructive,  and  at  the  same  time  pleasing  work,  we 
know  of  no  publication  that  can  surpass  it."—  Bristol  Mercury. 

"  The  idea  of  this  work  is  worthy  of  commendation,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  carried  out,  equally  bo.  It  will 
be  of  great  use  to  teachers." — Svnrlay  Times. 

"  We  cordiiilly  recommend  this  little  work,  which  from  the 
rapid  improvement  and  pleasing  practice  it  is  likely  to  impart 
to  tyros,  we  expect  will  prove  a  boon  to  both  Maater  and 
Pupil." — Midland  Counties^  Herald. 

Published  by 

Oliver  Ditsouj  115  Washington  St.,  Boston. 

F.  F.  MtJLLEK, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 
Church;  ORGANIST  of  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society  ; 
ORGANIST  of  the  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Residence,  No.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 

iir  tf 

GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  GO'S 
PIANO-FORTE  WAREROOMS: 

Cliambers,  No.  3  "Winter  Street,  Boston. 

AT  this  Establishment  may  be  found  an  elegant  and  exten- 
sive assortment  of 

PIANO -FORTES, 

at  all  prices,  warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  the  essential  properties  of  Tone.  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
Style,  and  Finish.    None  others  will  he  kept. 
Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AND  GTTITAES. 

Mr.  Webb's  long  experience  in  the  profession  of  Music,  ena- 
bles us  to  assure  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  may 
find  it  inconvenient  to  vifit  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desired,)  as  by  personal 
examination  ;  and  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders, 
can  Implicitly  rely  upon  the  exercise  of  Mr.  Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  fjivor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  be  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit. 

rr-  SOLD  AT  MANUFACTURERS'  PRICES. 

. ...  Agents  for 

Lighte,  Newton  &  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &/  Co.'s  do.      Boston. 

Goodman  &  Baldwin's  Melodeons. 

Feb  19    6m 


JUST  PUBLISHED. 

CHORITS  PAUTS  to  Mendelssohn's  Oratorio  of  ELIJAH. 
CHORUS  PAETS  to  Handel's  Oratorio  of  the  MESSIAH. 
CLASSICAL  CHORUS  BOOK,  by  Bakeb  &  SouxHiED. 
PESTALOZZIAN  SCHOOL  SONG  BOOK,  by  Geo.  W.  Pratt. 

George  P.  Eeed  &  Co.,  Publishers, 
nov  5  13  Tremont -treet. 

MARTIN'S  GUITARS. 

THE  subscribers  are  sole  agents  for  this  city,  for  the  sale  of 
those  justly  celebrated  Guitars.    Prices  from  3f30  to  S60. 
Every  instrument  is  warranted  to  stand  this  climate. 

GEO.  P.  REED  &  CO.,  13  Tremont  Street. 

HETVS'    PATENT 
AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANDFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
mouials  from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gkat's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

Ktferences. 

Messrs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Punchard,  Boston. 

Messrs.  George  Peabodt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.    3m. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHER  OE  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

Eeferenceb  : — Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  Sc. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

LESSONS  IN  SINGING. 
FRBnERIC    RUnOLPH 

RESPECTFULLY  announces  his  intention  to  remain  In  Bos- 
ton and  give  instructions  in  the  art  of  Singing. 
Orders  may  he  addressed  to  him  at  his  residence  (United 
States  Hotel),  or  at  the  music  store  of  Mr.  Wade  or  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson. 3m  Feb.  11. 


MUe.  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

GIVES 

INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

AND  MAY  BE  ADDRESSED  AT 

Feb.!    3m  55  HANCOCK  STREET. 

OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  Piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
WiNTHROP  House.     Terms :— ©50  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week ;  $30  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 
Nov.  12,  ,       '  tf 

J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  or  Theo. 
T.  Barker.  3  mos.  Dec    3. 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OP  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,GUITAR, 

3  Seneca  St.,  corner  Harrison  Aveuwe. 


M^ 


R.  De  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  &c. 
Boston,  April  23.  3m 

J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence  JTo.  56  Kmeclamd  Street. 

Oct.  8.     Sm 

A.  W.   PRENZEL, 
TEACHER    OF   MUSICj 
No.  G  Acorn  St.,  {between  Chestnut  and  Mt.  Ternon  Sts.) 
Apr  3  BOSTON. 

COPARTNERSHIP  NOTICE. 

THE  subscribers  having  formed  a  Copartnership  under  the 
name  of  CHICKERING  &  SONS,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing the  Piano-Porte  Business,  trust  by  their  atten- 
tion and  promptness  to  merit  the  patronage  heretofore  extended 
to  the  late  Jonas  Chicliering. 


Deo.  24. 


THO'S  F.  CHICKERING, 
CHA'S  F.  CHICKERING, 
GEO.  H.  CHICKERING. 


'HStfegrt  I.  Balcj),      3Lttltt-f  rtss,  |au5it  aniJ  3Dii  ^riittiitfl-®fll«,      No.  2t  Ztlaol  St.. 
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BOSTON,    SATURDAY,    MAY    6,    1854. 


NO.  5. 


Dmigjjf  0  ^nnrtial  nf  Mum, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATURDAY. 


I  BY   MAIL,....? 
1     "     CAEEIEE, 


PER  ANNUM, 
!.50  " 


IN  ADVANCE. 


ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Music,  but  with 
glances  at  the  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  Literature  ; 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  Reviews  of  Concerts, 
Oratorios,  Operas;  with  timely  Analyses  of  the  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  Music  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  significant  Musical  News  from  all  parts  ;  gathered  from 
EngUsh,  German,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essays  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instru- 
ments, theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  ;  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
Social,  and  Religious  bearings  ;  od  Music  in  the  Church,  the 
Concert-room,  the  Theatre,  the  Chamber,  and  the  Street,  &c. 
6.  Translations  from  the  best  German  and  French  writers  upon 
Music  and  Art.  7.  Occasional  Notices  of  Sculpture,  Painting, 
Architecture,  Poetry,  .ailsthetic  Books,  the  Drama,  &c.  — 
8.  Original  and  Selected  Poems,  short  Tales,  Anecdotes,  &c. 

[C?^  Back  numbers,  from  the  commencement,  can  be  fur- 
nished.   Also  bound  copies  of  the  first  year. 

Postage,  if  paid  in  advance^  for  any  distance  within  the 
State,  tkineen  ctnts  a  year ;  if  not  in  advance,  Iwenty-six 
cents.    To  all  places  beyond  the  State,  double  these  rates. 


J.  S.  DWIGHT, EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR. 

EDWARD  L.  BALCH,  PRINTER. 
[ET"  OFFICE,    No.    ai   School   Street,   Boston. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS    RECEIVED 

At  the  OFFICE  OF  PUBLICATION, 21  School  St. 

By    NATHAN  RICHARDSON,  282  Washington  Street. 
GEO.  P    REED  &  CO.,  13  Tremont  Row. 
A.  M.  LELAND,  Providence,  R.  I. 
DEXTER  &  BROTHERS,  43  Ann.  Street,  N.  Y. 
SCHARFENBERO  &  LVIS,  T12  Broadivay,  N.  Y. 
GEORGE  BUTTON,  Jr.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
G.  ANDRE,  229   Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 
MILLER  &  BEACHAM,  181  Baltimore  St.,  Bait. 
COLBURN  &  FIELD,  Cincinnati,   O. 
HOLBROOK  &  LONG,  Cteveland,  0. 
JOHN  H.  MELLOR,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


RATES  FOR  ADVERTISING. 

Forhalf  a3quare,(81ines,}or  iess,firstinsertion,     .    .  S0.50 
"  "  "  each  additional  inser.     .25 

Forasquare,  (16  lines,)  first  insertion, 1.00 

"  "  each  additional  insertion,      .     .       .60 

On  advertisements  standing  three  months  or  longer,  a  dis- 
count of  tiventyper  cent,  on  the  above  rates  is  allowed. 
(A  column  counts  as  seven  squares.) 

Payments  required  in  advance  :  for  yearly  advertisements, 
quarterly  in  advance. 


Mendelssohn. 

[From  the  German  of  W.  A.  Lampadius.] 
(Continued  from  p.  18.) 

In  most  towns  of  importance  in  Germany,  the 
four  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  discovery  of 
printing  was  kept  with  great  public  rejoicings,  and 
at  Leipsic,  the  book-mart  of  the  Continent,  the 
festival  was  attended  with  more  than  usual  honors. 
It  was  Mendelssohn's  duty  to  select  and  adapt  to 
music  a  poem  best  suited  in  his  judgment  to  ex- 
press a  great  national  feeling,  and  the  hymn  was 
to  be  sung  at  the  uncovering  of  the  Guttenberg 
statue.  There  was  a  swarm  of  candidates  for  the 
libretto  part  of  the  business,  but  the  choice  fell  on 


a  song  by  Adolph  Prolss,  a  Divinity  lecturer,  of 
the  Gymnasium  of  Freiberg.  The  opening  words, 
"  Vaterland,  in  deinen  Gauen  brack  der  liclite 
Morgen  an,"  were  accompanied  by  wind  instru- 
ments alone ;  and  I  remember  well,  amid  the 
general  excitement  in  the  Gewandhaus,  at  the 
first  rehearsal,  how  the  venerable  Rochlitz  shared 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  younger  and  more  suscepti- 
ble spirits  around  him.  The  old  man's  face  lighted 
up  with  pleasure,  and,  as  the  joyous  strains  pealed 
out,  he  seemed  to  hail  the  dawn  of  a  new  era  in 
Art.  So  much  for  the  first  trial  of  the  national 
hymn ;  but  grave  doubts  were  entertained  of  the 
effect  of  the  music  which  was  to  be  given  on  the 
day  of  the  festival,  alfresco,  in  the  market-place. 
It  was  resolved  to  rehearse  again  in  the  gardens  of 
the  Schiitzenhaus,  and  assign  the  places  of  the 
orchestra  and  vocal  performers  at  convenient  dis- 
tances from  each  other.  This  was  a  difficult  task  for 
our  conductor,  and  many  will  remember  how 
Felix,  on  the  day  of  the  performance,  was  seen 
moving  about  the  temporary  stage  on  the  "  Rath- 
haus,"  and  showing  the  musicians  their  proper 
places.  At  last,  two  bodies  of  chorus  were 
arranged  at  some  distance  from  each  other,  Men- 
delssohn and  David  officiating  respectively  as  their 
leaders.  The  music  began  with  a  chorale,  "  Be- 
geht  mit  heiligem  Lobgesang,"  to  the  tune  of 
"  Allein  Gott  in  der  Hcih'  sei  Ehr."  Then  came 
the  Guttenberg  song,  an  allegro  molto  for  tenor 
voices,  "  Der  Herr  sprach,  es  werde  Licht ;"  and, 
to  conclude,  a  chorale  to  the  melody,  "  Nun  danket 
alls  Gott."  This  work  belongs  to  a  class  of  com- 
positions which  bear  no  number  or  mark,  like 
most  of  the  author's  productions  ;  but,  with  many 
of  his  later  works,  it  was  published  by  Breitkopf 
and  Hiirtel.  The  Guttenberg  song  has  also  been 
published  in  an  arrangement  for  a  single  voice, 
and,  as  a  national  and  genuine  German  song,  de- 
serves a  large  sale  and  wide  circulation.  The 
impression  made  by  the  performance  of  these 
pieces  was  not  equal  to  what  might  have  been 
tairly  anticipated  in  behalf  of  such  music ;  but 
much  of  the  sound  was  lost  in  the  open  air,  and  a 
thousand  singers,  at  least,  would  have  been  neces- 
sary to  do  justice  to  the  work. 

All  these  compositions  were,  however,  but  the 
preludes  to  that  great  work  which  was  deservedly 
reckoned  the  brilliant  feature  of  the  Leipsic 
Festival.  We  allude  to  the  Lobgesang,  grosse 
Symphonie  Cantata,  von  Mendelssohn  Bartholdy, 
eigens  zu  dein  Feste  gedichtet,  which  was  heard  for 
the  fii'st  time  in  the  church  of  St.  Thomas,  at 
Leipsic,  on  the  25th  June,  18-40.  It  was  preceded 
by  Weber's  Jubilee  overture  (the  finale,  introduc- 
ing "  God  save  the  King,"  accompanied  by  the 
organ)  and  the  Dettingen  Te  Deum  of  Handel. 
I  do  not  agree  with  those  who  think  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  orchestral  work  had  been 
written  before  the  time  we  are  treating  of,  and 
that  the  vocal  parts  were  added  subsequently,  and 
for  this  particular  occasion.  The  Lobgesang,  in 
its  integrity,  bears  the  stamp  of  a  freshness  and 
connected  system  of  arrangement,  which,  I  am 
persuaded,  could  not  have  been  found  in  a  work 


composed  in  so  disjointed  a  manner  as  some  have 
supposed  it  to  have  been  written.  I  am  at  loss  to 
conceive  how  others,  caUing  themselves  critics, 
can  discover  in  the  Hymn  of  Praise  a  mere  imi- 
tation of  the  D  minor  symphony  of  Beethoven. 
The  two  compositions  are  about  as  much  like  each 
other  as  the  "  God  the  Father  "  of  Michael  Angelo 
to  the  "  Sistine  Madonna "  of  Raphael,  or  the 
"  Transfiguration "  in  the  Vatican.  The  two 
works  have  this  in  common.  Beethoven's  sym- 
phony concludes  with  vocal  parts,  which  form  the 
larger  half  of  Mendelssohn's  Lobgesang ;  so  that 
the  first  three  orchestral  subjects  form,  in  reality, 
but  subdivisions  of  the  one  entire  work,  and  the 
whole  composition,  in  two  parts,  divides  a  great 
orchestral  and  vocal  subject.  While  Beethoven 
avails  himself  of  men's  voices,  as  his  last  resource 
to  express  a  painful  efibrt  to  attain  joy  {das 
schmerzliche  Pdngen  nach  Freude),  Felix  wished 
to  e.X-plain  the  exultation  which  followed  on  salva- 
tion from  the  powers  of  darkness.  To  effect  this 
purpose,  he  used  both  vocal  and  instrumental  mu- 
sic; and  hence,  significantly  enough,  his  work  bears 
the  title  of  a  Symphonic  Cantata.  The  leading 
idea  in  the  opening  part,  introduced  by  trombones 
and  trumpets,  and  repeated  by  the  iuHi  of  the  instru- 
ments, is  reproduced  with  grander  and  more  com- 
bined bursts  of  harmony.  An  inspiriting  chorus, 
"  All  that  have  Life  and  Breath,  praise  Ye  the 
Lord,"  opens  the  vocal  part  of  the  work,  which 
abounds  with  magnificent  created  and  choral 
pieces.  The  lovely  duet, "  I  waited  for  the  Lord," 
precedes,  perhaps,  the  noblest  solo  and  chorus 
that  can  be  found  in  the  sacred  works  of  Men- 
delssohn. "  The  Sorrows  of  Death  had  closed  all 
around  Me,  and  Hell's  dark  Terrors  had  got  hold 
upon  Me,"  are  the  words  which  form  the  mournful 
prelude  to  the  question,  three  times  repeated, 
"  Watchman,  will  the  Night  soon  pass  ?"  A  pause 
ensues,  and  the  treble  voices  answer  in  tones  full 
of  consolation :  "  The  Night  is  departing,  the  Day 
is  at  Hand  ;  let  us  cast  off  the  Works  of  Dark- 
ness, and  put  on  the  Armor  of  Light."  This 
chorus,  confessedly  one  of  the  greatest  that  have 
been  written  by  any  composer  in  these  days, 
may  be  compared  in  effect  to  the  "  Es  werde 
Licht "  of  Haydn,  and  the  "  Mache  dich  anf  werde 
Licht,"  in  "  St.  Paul."  But  greater  weight  and 
solidity  is  to  be  found  in  the  Lobgesang  ;  and  the 
chorus,  with  its  intricacies  and  elaborate  writing, 
still  appeals  to  all,  as  a  genuine  inspiration  of  the 
composer.  A  chorale,  full  of  Christian  gratitude, 
"  Now,  thank  God,"  and  a  duet  for  tenor  and 
soprano,  precede  the  final  chorus,  "  Ye  People, 
Kings,  Heaven,  and  Earth,  bring  to  the  Lord 
Honor  .and  Might,"  and  the  whole  weight  of  the 
instruments  is  thrown  into  a  noble  fugue  with 
which  the  Lobgesang  concludes. 

People  of  course  judge  differently  in  recording 
the  works  of  Mendelssohn  ;  and,  availing  myself 
of  that  liberty  of  taste  and  choice,  which  is  gladly 
conceded  to  others,  I  venture,  after  much  consid- 
eration, to  call  the  Lobgesang  the  greatest  of  his 
works.  It  is  entirely  original,  and  independent  of 
other  men's  conceptions,  which  cannot  be  said  for 
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the  St.  Paul ;  and,  in  pointing  to  the  Ldbgesang 
as  a  genuine  picture  in  the  happiest  style  of  the 
artist,  we  rise  from  our  contemplation,  humbled, 
and  astonished  that  one  of  ourselves  could  so  worth- 
ily have  praised  the  Creator.  The  first  per- 
formance, which  was  excellent  as  regards  the 
chorus  and  orchestra,  created  a  great  enthusiasm, 
which  manifested  itself  (though  the  audience 
were  in  a  church)  in  whispers  and  audible  ex- 
pressions of  appt  oval.  A  few  evenings  afterwards, 
Felix  was  serenaded  by  some  of  the  members  of 
the  chorus.  He  lived  at  this  time  in  Leugenstein's 
Garden,  and  I  remember  his  appearing  there  to 
answer  the  deputation  in  such  plain  words  as 
these: — "  My  friends,  I  am  a  man,  as  you  know, 
of  few  words,  but  I  thank  you  heartily."  We 
answered  him  with  three  musical  "  hips "  {Ein 
dreif aches  gesungenes  Hocli). 

Shortly  after  this  great  ovation,  Mendelssohn 
designed  a  scheme  to  revive  and  perpetuate,  as 
far  as  he  could,  the  name  and  memory  of  a  mu- 
sician towards  whom  he  had  always  entertained 
lively  feelings  of  gratitude.  John  Sebastian  Bach 
had  been  for  a  long  time  director  in  the  Thomas- 
schule  at  Leipsic,  and  to  raise  subscriptions  and 
erect  a  statue  seemed  to  be  an  appropriate  and 
graceful  act  on  the  part  of  Mendelssohn,  who 
held  the  name  of  Bach  in  such  veneration.  Felix 
determined  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  statue 
form  his  own  means,  and  issued  prospectuses  of 
concerts,  the  proceeds  of  which  he  intended 
entirely  to  devote  to  the  object.  Bach's  works 
were  to  be  the  chief  features  in  the  programme  ; 
and  on  the  6th  of  August,  in  St.  Thomas's  church, 
there  was  a  grand  organ  performance,  consisting 
of  the  following  pieces  : — the  fugue  in  E  major, 
an  extempore  on  the  chorale,  "  Schmiicke  dich,  O 
liebe  Seele  ;"  Prelude  and  fugue  in  A  minor  ;  the 
Passe-caille,  in  C  minor,  with  twenty-one  varia- 
tions ;  the  Pastorella  and  Toccata  in  A  minor ; 
and,  to  conclude,  a  second  extempore  on  the  sub- 
ject, "  0  Haupt  voll  Blut  und  Wunden."  All 
these  compositions  of  Bach  were  executed  by  the 
energetic  Mendelssohn,  whose  organ-playing  aston- 
ished the  critics,  and  satisfied  them  that  he  was 
equai,  single-handed,  to  bear  the  whole  onus  of  a 
public  performance. 

On  reviewing  the  ceaseless  exertions  of  Men- 
delssohn during  the  short  space  of  one  year,  we 
cannot  wonder  that  his  health  became  often  sub- 
ject to  attacks  brought  on  by  anxiety  and  labor, 
and  we  have  to  record  here  a  rather  serious  illness 
which  seized  him  shortly  after  this  concert.  He 
recovered,  however,  soon  enough  to  journey  to 
England,  where  he  had  been  engaged  to  direct 
the  Birmingham  festival,  and  bring  out  the  Lob- 
gesang.  On  the  Hth  of  September,  before  his 
arrival  in  London,  the  first  rehearsal  of  this  work 
took  place  in  the  Hanover  Square  Rooms.  Mr. 
Knyvett  directed,  Mr.  Turle  presided  at  the  organ, 
and  M.  Moscheles  assisted  in  the  general  manage- 
ment of  the  performance.  On  the  20th  of  this 
month,  Mendelssohn  arrived  in  England,  and 
conducted  his  Lohgesang  at  Birmingham,  three 
days  afterwards.  I  cannot  say,  for  certain,  whether 
he  was  invited  to  Court  by  the  Queen  of  England 
that  year  or  in  1842,  the  occasion  of  his  next  visit; 
but  the  story  I  am  about  to  relate  is  not  impaired 
by  want  of  accuracy  in  the  date  of  its  actual 
occurrence.  It  would  be  superfluous  here  to  state 
that  Queen  Victoria  and  Prince  Albert  are  both 
excellent  connoisseurs  in  music,  and  we  cannot 
wonder  at  Felix  being  honored  with  a  special  in- 
vitation to  attend  Her  Majesty.  She  received 
the  musician  in  a  quiet,  unostentatious  manner, 
the  Prince  and  another  gentleman  being  the  only 
witnesses  of  the  interview.  When  he  entered 
the  apartment,  the  Queen  apologized  for  the  dis- 
order of  her  reception  room,  and,  assisted  by 
Mendelssohn,  began  to  set  things  to  rights.  Some 
noisy  parrots  were  cashiered  and  banished  for  a 
time  to  her  boudoir,  and,  now  that  there  were  no 
hindrances,  the  Queen  sang  some  of  Mendelssohn's 
own  vocal  pieces,  but  appeared  ill-pleased  with 
herself  and  her  performance.  "  He  might  ask 
Lablache  "  (she  said)  "  if  she  could  not  do  those 
songs  more  justice ;  but  she  was  nervous  before 
the  composer,"  etc.  The  story  was  a  favorite  one 
with  Mendelssohn,  and  naturally  enough. 

On    the   2d  of    October,    Mendelssohn    and 


Moscheles  travelled  together  from  London  to 
Leipsic ;  and  the  former  appeared  at  his  post  of 
conductor  at  the  Second  Subscription  Concert  of 
the  season.  On  the  19th  of  this  month,  in  the 
large  concert  room  of  the  Gewandhaus,  Bach's 
triple  concerto  was  given  by  Mme.  Schumann, 
Moscheles,  and  Mendelssohn,  and,  on  the  3d  of 
December,  the  immortal  Lobgesang  was  heard  for 
the  fii-st  time  in  the  Gewandhaus.  A  party  of 
enthusiasts  had  decked  the  conductor's  desk  with 
flowers,  and  when  the  illustrious  man  appeared  to 
lead  the  Jubilee  overture,  he  was  greeted  with  a 
storm  of  applause,  the  earnest  of  the  ovation  he 
was  to  reap  after  a  hearing  of  the  Lobgesang. 
This  work  occupied  entirely  the  second  part. 
The  alto  and  tenor  were  Mile.  Sohloss  and  Herr 
Schmidt ;  and  so  uproarious  was  the  applause  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  piece,  that  it  seemed  not 
improbable  that  the  audience  would  have  carried 
off'  the  composer,  desk,  flowers,  and  all,  on  their 
shoulders  back  to  his  residence.  The  news  of  this 
triumph  reached  the  ears  of  the  Court,  and  the 
King,  arriving  on  the  15th  of  December  at  Leip- 
sic, expressed  a  wish  to  hear  the  Lohgesang.  It 
was  accordingly  repeated  on  the  16th  of  this 
month  by  the  same  orchestra  and  chorus  as  before. 
The  King  selected  the  pieces  to  form  the  first  part 
of  the  concert.  They  were  as  follows  :  the  over- 
ture to  Weber's  Oberon,  cavatina  from  Figaro, 
"  Giunse  aljin  il  momento"  sung  by  Mile.  Schloss, 
and  the  Kreutzer  sonata  of  Beethoven  (Op.  47), 
played  by  Mendelssohn  and  David.  But  the  great 
and  peculiar  interest  of  this  concert  was  centred 
in  the  Lobgesang ;  and  the  King,  who  after  the 
performance  left  his  seat  and  thanked  Mendels- 
sohn in  person  for  the  rich  treat  he  had  afforded 
him,  reminded  the  proud  spectators  of  this  inter- 
view of  the  words  of  the  poet: — 

"  Es  darf  der  Sanger  mit  dem  Konig  gehn, 
Sie  beide  waudeln  auf  der  Menscheit  Hohn." 

[To  be  continued.] 


DAY     AND     NIGHT    SONGS. 

BY  wnXIAM  ALLINGHAM. 
I.    THE  VALLEY  STREAM. 
Stream  flowing  swiftly,  what  music  is  thine! 
The  breezy  rock-pass,  and  the  storm-wooing  pine, 

Have  taught  thee  their  murmurs, 

Their  wild  mountain  murmurs; 
Subdued  in  thy  liquid  response  to  a  sound 
Which  aids  the  repose  of  this  pastoral  ground ; 
Where  our  valley  yet  mingles  an  awe  with  the  love 
It  smiles  to  the  sheltering  bastions  above; — 

Thy  cloud-haunted  birthplace, 

O  Stream,  flowing  swiftly! 

Encircle  our  meadows  with  bounty  and  grace; 
Then  move  on  thy  journey  with  tranquiUer  pace. 

To  find  the  great  waters, 

The  great  ocean-waters. 
Blue,  wonderful,  boundless  to  vision  or  thought ; 
Thence,  thence,  might  thy  musical  tidings  be  brought ! 
One  waft  of  the  tones  of  the  infinite  sea ! 
Our  gain  is  but  songs  of  the  mountain  from  thee : 

Thy  primitive  issue, 

Thou  Stream  of  our  valley ! 

And  have  we  divined  what  is  thunder'd  and  hiss'd, 
Where  the  awful  ledge  glimmers  through  screens  of 
grey  mist. 

And  raves  forth  its  secrets. 

The  heart  of  its  secrets  ? 
Or  learn'd  what  is  hid  in  thy  whispering  note, 
Mysteriously  gather'd  from  fountains  remote. 
Where  the  solitudes  spread  in  the  upper  sunshine? 
0  Stream  flowing  swiftly,  what  music  is  thine? 

Far-wafted,  prophetic? 

Thou  Stream  of  our  valley ! 


XIV. 


THE  CDPIDS. 
I. 

In  a  grove  I  saw  one  day 
A  flight  of  Cupids  all  at  play, 
Flitting  bird-like  through  the  air. 
Or  alighting  here  and  there. 
Making  every  bough  rejoice 
With  a  most  celestial  voice. 


Or  amongst  the  blossoms  found 

Rolling  on  the  swarded  ground. 

Some  there  were  with  wings  of  blue, 

Other  some,  of  rosy  hue. 

Here,  one  plumed  with  purest  white, 

There,  as  dyed  in  golden  light; 

Crimson  some,  and  some  I  saw 

Color'd  like  a  gay  macaw. 

Many  were  the  Queen  of  Beauty's — 

Many  bound  to  other  duties. 

II. 
A  band  of  fowlers  next  I  spied, 
Spreading  nets  on  every  side. 
Watching  long,  by  skill  or  hap 
Fleeting  Cupids  to  entrap. 
But  if  one  at  length  was  ta'en. 
After  mickle  time  and  pain, 
Whether  golden  one  or  blue. 
Piebald,  or  of  rosy  hue. 
When  they  put  him  in  their  cage 
He  grew  meagre  as  with  age. 
Plumage  rumpled,  color  coarse, 
Voice  unfrequent,  sad,  and  hoarse ; 
And  little  pleasure  had  they  in  him. 
Who  had  spent  the  day  to  win  him. 

XV.    LOVELY  MARY  DONNELLY. 
(To  an  Irish  Tune.) 
Oh,  lovely  Mary  Donnelly,  it's  you  I  love  the  best! 
If  fifty  girls  were  round  you  I'd  hardly  see  the  rest. 
Be  what  it  may  the  time  of  day,  the  place  be  where 

it  will, 
Sweet  looks  of  Mary   Donnelly,  they  bloom  before  me 
still. 

Her  eyes  like  mountain  water  that's  flowing  on  a  rock, 
How  clear  they  are,  how  dark  they  are !  and  they  give 

me  many  a  shock. 
Eed  rowans  warm  in  sunshine,  and  wetted  with  a  show'r. 
Could  ne'er  express  the  charming  lip  that  has  me  in  its 

pow'r. 

Her  nose  is  straight  and  handsome,  her  eyebrows  lifted  up. 
Her  chin  is  very  neat  and  pert,  and  smooth  like  a  china 

cup. 
Her  hair's  the  brag  of  Ireland,  so  weighty  and  so  fine; 
It's  rolling  down  upon  her  neck,  and  gather'd  in  a  twine. 

The  dance  o'  last  Whit-Monday    night  exceeded   all 

before. 
No  pretty  girl  for  miles  about  was  missing  from  the 

floor; 
But  Mary  kept  the  belt  of  love,  and  0  but  she  was  gay ! 
She  danced  a  jig,  she  sung  a  song,  that  took  my  heart 

away. 

When  she  stood  up  for  dancing,  her  steps  wera  so  com- 
plete. 

The  music  nearly  killed  itself  to  listen  to  her  feet; 

The  fiddler  moau'd  his  bUndness,  he  heard  her  so  much 
praised, 

But  bless'd  himself  he  wasn't  deaf  when  once  her  voice 
she  raised. 

And  evermore  I'm  whistling  or  hiting  what  you  sung, 
Your  smile  is  always  in  my  heart,  your  name  beside  my 

tongue ; 
But  you've  as  many  sweethearts  as  you'd  count  on  both 

your  hands, 
And  for  myself  tliere's  not  a  thumb  or  little  finger  stands. 

Oh,  you're  the  flower  o'  womankind  in  country  or  in 

town; 
The  higher  I  exalt  you,  the  lower  I'm  cast  down. 
If  some  great  lord  should  come  this  way,  and  see  your 

beauty  bright. 
And  you  to  be  his  lady,  I'd  own  it  was  but  right. 

0  might  we  live  together  in  a  lofty  palace  hall, 
Where  joyful  music  rises,  and  where  scarlet  curtains  fall ! 
0  might  we  live  together  in  a  cottage  mean  and  small. 
With  sods  of  grass  the  only  roof,  and  mud  the  only  wall ! 

0  lovely  Mary  Donnelly,  your  beauty's  my  distress. 
It's  far  too  beauteous  to  be  mine,  but  I'll  never  wish  it 

less. 
The  proudest  place  would  fit  your  face,  and  I  am  poor 

and  low ; 
But  blessings  be  about  you,  dear,  wherever  you  may  go ! 
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A  Sketch  of  the  History  of  the  Piano-forte 
and  of  Pianists. 

(Continued  from  p.  26  ) 

It  was  towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury that  Hans  Ruckers  first  began  to  manufac- 
ture his  harpsicliords.  This  artist,  and  his  two 
sons,  John  and  Andrew,  who  rivalled  their  father 
in  ability,  sent  a  prodigious  quantity  of  their 
instruments  into  France  and  Germany. 

For  a  long  period  the  Italians  did  not  avail 
themselves  of  the  improvements  made  in  the 
harpsichord,  and  continued  to  construct  them 
with  two  strings  only  and  with  a  single  key- 
board. The  best  manufacturers  of  Italy,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  were  a 
Venetian  priest  of  the  name  of  Zanetti,  Ci'otone, 
and  Farrini.  The  latter  conceived  the  idea  of 
mounting  his  harpsichord  with  catgtit  strings 
instead  of  wire,  which  gave  them  a  more  mellow 
and  soft  quality.  -  To  this  kind  of  instrument  he 
gave  the  name  of  clavictlierium ;  and  his  ex- 
ample was  shortly  after  followed  by  several  Ger- 
man manufacturers.  About  the  year  1620,  Ei- 
goli,  of  Florence,  invented  the  vertical  harpsi- 
chord, which  has  since  been  imitated  in  a  variety 
of  the  piano-forte.  About  the  same  period, 
Richard,  a  Parisian  artist,  acquired  great  and 
merited  reputation  for  the  e.xcellence  of  his  harp- 
sichords. He  was  the  first  who  conceived  the 
idea  of  substituting  small  slips  of  cloth  in  place 
of  the  quill,  for  producing  the  sound ;  by  this 
means  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  tones  more 
agreeable,  and  yet  without  any  diminution  of 
power.  Richard  formed  several  distinguished 
artists,  who  necessarily  .perfected  different  details 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  harpsichord. 

Improvements  so  important  as  these  could  not 
fail  to  excite  a  corresponding  emulation  in  the 
performers  on  these  instruments,  aud  to  produce 
a  beneficial  effect  upon  their  talent.  The  first 
book  of  instruction  published  on  the  art  of  per- 
forming on  the  harpsichord,  &c.,  dates  from  the 
commencement  of  the  seventeentli  century;  it 
was  the  production  of  Geronimo  Biruta,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  order  of  Friars  Aiinor,  who  was  born 
at  Perugia,  about  the  year  1580,  and  filled  the 
situation  of  organist  in  the  principal  church  of 
Chioggia,  a  small  town  in  the  Venetian  state. 
His  work  is  entitled  //  Transyleano,  dialogo 
so-pra  il  vera  modo  di  suonar  organi  e  stromenti  da 
penna.  Parte  prima,  Venezia,  1615,  folio.  The 
work  is  dedicated  to  a  prince  of  Transylvania, 
who  had  been  a  pupil  of  the  author,  and  to  this 
circumstance  it  owes  its  title  of  //  Transyleano. 
Besides  the  didactic  part,  which  treats  of  the 
method  of  fingering  keyed  instruments,  and  con- 
tains a  series  of  exercises  for  that  purpose,  bear- 
ing considei'able  analogy  to  those  which  still  find 
a  place  in  the  greater  part  of  modern  books  of 
instruction,  we  find  a  variety  of  toccate,  and 
other  pieces  by  Diruta,  Claudio  Merulo,  Andre 
Gabrielli,  Paolo  Quagliati,  Giuseppe  Guami,  and 
other  celebrated  composers.  The  second  part  of 
11  Transylvano  was  published  at  Venice,  in  1522, 
in  the  same  form  as  the  first.  It  is  divided  into 
four  books ;  the  fii'st  treats  della  lablatura,  or  the 
art  of  writing  music  for  the  organ  and  other 
keyed  instruments ;  for  the  imperfect  state  of 
printing  and  engraving  at  this  period  rendered  it 
necessary  to  make  use  of  particular  signs  for 
representing  notes  and  their  comparative  value. 
The  second  book  relates  to  the  rules  of  compo- 
sition ;  the  third,  to  the  church  tones  and  their 
transposition  ;  and  the  fourth  to  the  mixed  use  of 
organ  stops.  A  work  of  this  kind  is  very  im- 
portant as  regards  the  histoiy  of  the  art ;  for  it 
may  be  considered  a  summary  of  the  knowledge 
possessed  by  the  artists  of  that  remote  period. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  copies  of  it  are  become 
rare. 

I  before  observed,  that  the  progress  of  ^the  art 
of  performing  on  keyed  instruments  was  in  a 
ratio  to  the  degrees  of  perfection  to  which  they 
had  been  brought.  Nothing  can  be  a  more  con- 
clusive proof  of  this  than  the  impulse  given  to 
organ  and  harpsichord  music,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  by  Geronimo  Fresco- 
baldi,  organist  of  St.  Peters  at  Rome,  and  who 
was   born  at  Ferrara,  in   1591.     His  name  was 


celebrated  thi-oughout  Europe,  and  his  works, 
which  are  still  admired,  have  survived  the  loss  of 
a  multitude  of  other  productions  of  that  period. 
This  great  artist  may  be  considered  as  the 
founder  of  the  harpsichord  school ;  for,  before  his 
time,  there  was  no  diff'erence  between  the  music 
written  for  the  clavichord,  spinet,  and  harpsichord, 
and  that  composed  for  the  organ.  He  was  the 
fii-st  who  wrote  exclusively  for  the  latter,  and  his 
compositions  were  published  under  the  title  Toc- 
cate d'intavolatura  di  Cembalo.  Roma,  1651, 
folio.  It  may  be  remarked,  that  the  term  toccata 
was  almost  the  only  one  employed  in  the  earlier 
part  ot  the  seventeenth  century,  to  designate 
pieces  of  music-  for  keyed  instruments.  Hence 
came  the  expression  to  touch  the  piano  (ioccare).* 
The  term  xonata  was  applied  to  pieces  for  the 
violin  and  viola.  At  a  later  period,  the  sonata, 
which  consists  of  a  regulated  number  of  move- 
ments, was  adopted  in  place  of  the  toccata, 
which  consisted  but  of  one,  and  which  gradually 
fell  into  disuse.  Various  collections  of  pieces  of 
this  kind  were  published  by  Frescobaldi,  1627 
and  1637,  which  put  the  finishing  stroke  to  his 
reputation.  That  true  test  of  genius,  e.xpression, 
is  perceptible  in  several  of  the  compositions  of 
this  celebrated  man,  particularly  in  a  song  with 
variations  under  the  name  of  La  Romaneaca. 
The  character  of  melancholy  which  predominates 
in  this  piece  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  earliest  ex- 
amples in  the  monuments  of  art,  of  the  expressive 
style  applied  to  instruments.  As  for  the  rest, 
the  music  of  Frescobaldi  abounds  with  orna- 
ment, and  with  elaborate  passages,  which  would 
not  be  without  their  difficulties  even  to  the  most 
skilful  of  modern  pianists. 

Frescobaldi  formed  several  pupils,  who  carried 
into  different  parts  of  Europe  the  result  of  his 
excellent  method  of  performance  on  the  harpsi- 
chord, and  which  powerfully  contributed  to  the 
rapid  progress  of  this  instrument.  One  of  the 
most  distinguished  among  them  is  Froberger. 
Till  his  time,  no  distinction  had  been  made  in 
Germany  between  compositions  for  the  organ  and 
those  of  other  keyed  instruments.  This  artist 
was  born  at  Halle,  in  Saxony,  about  the  year 
1631,  and  was  sent  to  Rome  by  the  emperor  Fer- 
dinand III.,  where  he  was  placed  under  the  care 
of  Frescobaldi.  Having  completed  his  musical 
education  under  this  celebrated  master,  he  trav- 
elled through  the  whole  of  Europe,  and  excited 
admiration  wherever  he  went.  Alter  encounter- 
ing various  romantic  adventures,  and  running 
several  risks  of  his  life,  he  happily  terminated  his 
career  in  the  court  of  the  emperor  of  Austria, 
liis  influence  with  respect  to  the  progress  of  the 
harpsichord  in  Germany  was  equal  to  that  of  his 
countryman  and  contemporary,  Johann  von  Kerl, 
in  regard  to  the  organ.  Two  of  his  works  remain 
as  monuments  to  attest  the  high  degree  of  perfec- 
tion to  which,  at  least  in  particular  parts,  he  had 
carried  this  branch  of  the  art.  The  first  is  enti- 
tled Diverse  curiose  e  rarissime  Partite  di  Toc- 
cate, liicercate,  Capricci  e  Fantasie,  ifc. ;  per  gli 
amalori  di  cembali,  organi,  e  instromenti.  Munich, 
1695,  foho.  The  second  has  for  its  title  Diverse 
ingeniosissime,  rarissime  e  non  mat  piu  viste  cu- 
riose Partite  di  Toccate,  Canzone,  Ricercate, 
Atlemande,  Corenli,  Sarabante  e  Gigue,  di  cem- 
bali, organi  e  instromenti.  Munich,  1714,  folio. 
These  works  were  printed  a  long  time  after  his 
death,  and  the  pompous  titles  given  them  prove 
the  high  degree  of  estimation  in  which  they  were 
held. 

The  residence  of  Froberger  at  Paris  had  a 
very  important  influence  on  the  progress  of  the 
harpsichord  among  the  French,  about  the  middle 
of  the  seventeenth  century.  The  most  celebra- 
ted among  the  performers  on  this  instrument,  at 
this  period,  was  Jacques  Champion,  son  of  An- 
toine  Champion,  who  had  been  organist  to  Henry 
IV.,  and  was  the  father  of  Andre  Champion  of 
Chambonnieres.  So  lively  was  the  impression 
made  upon  the  latter  by  the  performance  of  Fro- 
berger, that  he  at  once  caught  his  manner  and 
spirit.  He  changed  his  style,  which  before  had 
been  bad,  and  adopted  the  more  large  and  noble 

*  This  is  one  of  the  cdnclusions  to  which  SI.  Fetis  is  very 
apt  to  leap,  without  sufficient  reflection.  The  noun  is  here 
derived  from  the  verb. 


manner  of  the  Italians,  of  which  his  model  was 
a  perfect  master.  The  six  books  of  harpsichord 
pieces  which  Chambonnieres  published  at  Paris 
in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.,  are 
proofs  of  his  ability.  These,  like  all  the  collec- 
tions of  that  period,  consist  of  series  of  alle- 
mandes,  gigues,  and  other  dances,  the  harmony 
of  which  is  pure,  and  airs  elegant  and  flowing. 
The  principal  difficulties  of  the  harpsichord  music 
of  this  period  consisted  in  the  obligation  of  play- 
ing four  distinct  parts.  A  profusion  of  .shakes, 
beats,  and  other  ornaments,  compose  the  brilliant 
part  of  Chambonnieres'  music.  The  elder  Cou- 
perin  (Louis)  was  introduced  at  court  by  this 
artist,  about  the  year  1665.  Hardelle,  Richard, 
La  Barre,  and  at  a  later  period,  D'Anglebert, 
Gautler,  Buret,  and  Fran(;ois  Couperin,  were 
formed  in  the  school  of  Chambonnieres,  and  en- 
joyed considerable  reputation  in  their  time. 
Francois  Couperin,  whose  name  we  have  just 
mentioned,  was  remarkable  for  his  noble  and 
brilliant  style  of  performance,  as  well  as  for  the 
facility  with  which  he  overcame  difllioulties  hith- 
erto unknown  on  his  instrument. 

We  now  come  to  an  interesting  epoch  of  the 
art — that  in  which  it  was  sought  to  give  to  the 
execution  a  character  of  feeling  and  expression, 
rather  than  to  overload  it  with  superfluous  and 
unmeaning  ornaments.  But  however  great  the 
ability  of  the  performer,  he  could  not  overcome 
the  defects  inherent  in  the  instrument  which  he 
emploj'ed.  The  need  of  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  its  tone,  which  had  always  been  harsh 
and  disagreeable  to  delicate  ears,  led  artists  to  at- 
tempt to  disguise,  at  least,  a  defect  like  this,  by 
artificial  means.  Harpsichords  were  constructed 
with  more  than  twenty  different  modifications  to 
imitate  the  sound  of  the  harp,  the  lute,  the  man- 
dolin, the  bassoon,  the  flageolet,  oboe,  violin, 
and  other  instruments.  The  sounds  discovered 
in  the  course  of  these  experiments,  and 
in  which  no  analogy  could  be  discovered  to  those 
of  any  other  known  instrument,  were  honored 
with  new  and  fantastic  names,  such  as  jeu  celeste, 
angelique,  &c. 

In  order  to  produce  these  difTerent  efiects, 
new  rows  of  jacks  wei-e  added,  which  were  fur- 
nished with  materials  of  the  softest  kind,  and  most 
conducive  to  expression.  The  performer  could 
produce  these  different  effects  either  together  or 
separately,  by  means  of  springs  acted  upon  by 
the  knees  or  by  pedals ;  sometimes,  in  order  to 
facilitate  these  combinations,  a  third  key-board 
was  added  to  the  two  former.  And  yet,  with  all 
this  complication,  the  grand  secret,  the  real 
shading  of  the  piano  and  forte,  were  wanting  still ; 
nothing  better  was  ever  devised  for  augmenting 
or  diminishing  the  sound,  than  to  put  in  motion 
different  rows  of  jacks,  so  as  to  withdraw  them 
from,  or  approximate  them  to  the  strings  at  plea- 
sure. The  English  manufacturers  devised  the 
additional  contrivance  of  a  covering,  formed  of 
thin  slips  of  wood,  in  the  form  of  a  Venetian 
blind,  which  opened  and  shut  by  the  pressure  of 
a  pedal,  and  which  retained  the  sound,  or  allowed 
it  to  escape  at  pleasure.  This'  was  all  that  human 
industry  could  contrive  to  remedy  the  defect  in- 
herent in  the  nature  of  the  harpsichord. 

About  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
Godfrey  Silbermann  of  Freyberg,  and  Blanchet 
of  Paris,  made  several  very  important  improve- 
ments in  the  details  of  the  harpsichord,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  key-board ;  to  which  they  gave 
a  lightness  unknown  to  former  instruments. 
From  this  time  harpsichord  music  became  more 
brilliant.  Fran9ois  Couperin  (the  younger,) 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Great  Couperin,  had 
begun  the  reform  among  the  French  pianists ; 
but  still  greater  advances  were  made  In  Italy  by 
Domenico  Scarlatti,  whose  style,  at  once  brilliant 
and  learned,  threw  into  the  shade  the  heavy 
compositions  of  his  predecessors.  In  Germany, 
John  Sebastian  Bach,  comprising  in  himself  the 
qualities  of  a  host  of  artists,  devised  a  new 
method  of  fingering,  by  a  combination  at  once 
simple  and  ingenious,  which  enabled  him  to  carry 
the  art  of  execution  to  the  highest  point  of  per- 
fection, in  respect  to  sui-mounting  difficulties  of 
the  most  discouraging  kind.  His  preludes,  fugues, 
and  fantasias  enlarged  the  domain  of  the  harpsi- 
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chord,  which,  till  his  time,  had  been  almost  ex- 
clusively limited  to  the  execution  of  smaller 
pieces,  such  as  courants,  allemandes,  gigues,  and 
the  like.  At  a  later  period,  Miithel  and  Wagen- 
seil  began  to  compose  sonatas,  before  which  the 
old  fashioned  toccate  shrunk  into  oblivion ;  they 
also  perfected  several  details  of  taste,  which  John 
Sebastian  Bach  had  left  untouched.  In  France, 
Eameau  treated  the  harpsichord  with  more  power 
of  harmony  than  Couperin,  Marchand,  or  their 
pupils,  and  imparted  to  his  music  more  brilliancy 
and  elegance.  It  was  this  great  musician  also 
who  composed  the  first  concerto  for  the  harpsi- 
chord that  had  been  heard  in  Paris.  At  the 
same  period,  John  Sebastian  Bach  did  the  same 
thing  in  Germany,  and  Handel  followed  his  ex- 
ample in  England.  A  decisive  impulse  was  now 
given,  and  in  a  short  time  the  art  was  seen  to 
make  giant  advances  towards  perfection. 

A  composer,  who  no  longer  enjoys  the  reputa- 
tion which  he  merits,  Schobert,  a  man  of  taste 
and  genius,  and  whose  works  were  the  great 
favorites  of  Mozart,  advanced  the  art  of  per- 
forming on  the  harpsichord  nearer  to  perfection 
than  any  artist  had  previously  done ;  his  style 
also,  which  is  highly  graceful  and.  elegant,  is  more 
adapted  to  the  character  of  the  instrument.  The 
fingering  of  his  compositions  is  easy,  and  it  is  at 
once  seen  that,  in  all  the  warmth  of  composition, 
he  never  lost  sight  of  the  mechanical  capabilities 
of  his  instrument,  and  of  the  performer.  I  may 
be  allowed  to  express  a  regret,  that  the  empire  of 
fashion  has  caused  to  be  consigned  to  oblivion  the 
works  of  those  old  masters,  who  were  distin- 
guished for  qualities  which,  now-a-days,  are  be- 
come but  too  rare.  Sweet  and  flowing  melody, 
a  vigorous  and  well-sustained  harmony,  purity  of 
style,  and  a  certain  perspicuity  in  the  ideas, 
which  causes  pleausure  unalloyed  by  confusion, 
are  not,  whatever  may  be  said  on  the  subject,  the 
most  easy  parts  of  the  art.  In  the  compositions 
of  these  artists,  we  always  find  a  predominating 
thought,  of  which  the  whole  piece  is  but  the  de- 
velopment. 

Schobert  was  the  inventor  of  a  harpsichord 
with  a  double  bottom ;  in  which  was  placed, 
above  the  first  sounding  board,  a  range  of  strings 
of  two  octaves,  of  considerable  size  and  length, 
to  strengthen  the  bass.  These  strings  were 
sounded  by  a  piece  of  mechanism,  brought  into 
action  by  a  range  of  pedals.  Harpsichords  of 
this  description  were  constructed  at  Strasburg  by 
Silbermann,  and  in  Paris  by  Peronnard. 

Varieties  of  the  harpsichord  were  multiplied 
as  fancy  suggested ;  but  the  result  of  the  greater 
part  of  these  experiments  was  similar  to  those 
that  have  since  been  made  on  the  piano-forte ; 
they  amused  for  a  while,  but  were  never  gen- 
erally adopted.  It  is  in  this  number  we  must 
class  the  clavecin  d'amour,  invented  by  Godfrey 
Silbermann  of  Freyberg,  which  consisted  of  a 
piece  of  mechanism,  similar  to  that  of  the  clavi- 
chord, which  struck  the  string  at  its  half  length, 
by  which  the  harmonic  sounds  were  heard,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  whole  string  was  sounded; 
the  strings  of  this  instrument  were  longer  than 
those  of  the  common  harpsichord.  There  was 
also  a  double  harpsichord,  named  by  its  inventor, 
Johann  Stein  of  Augsburg,  the  vis-a-vis  harpsi- 
chord, because  each  of  its  extremities  was  fur- 
nished with  a  key-board,  by  which  means  two 
performers  could  play  at  the  same  time.  Other 
varieties  of  this  description  of  instrument  also 
exist. 

[To  be  continued.] 


Bach's  Passion  Music. 

The  Grosse  Passions-Musik  of  Sebastian  Bach 
was  performed,  for  the  first  time  in  England,  last 
month  by  the  Bach  Society  in  London,  under  the 
direction  of  Sterndale  Bennett.  (The  performance 
was  merely  preparatory  to  one  on  a  grander  scale 
shortly  to  be  given  by  the  Bach  Society.  When 
shall  we  have  a  chance  to  hear  it  in  our  oratorio- 
loving  Boston  ?  Verily  it  were  a  worthy  task  for 
the  ambition  of  our  choral  societies,  and  would 
probably  reward  study,  (if  not  pecuniarily,  at 


least  in  other  forms  not  altogether  profitless,)  as 
well  as  gay  Rossini's  "  Moses."  Meanwhile  we 
copy  from  a  programme  of  the  first  concert  of  the 
New  Philharmonic  Society,  at  which  some  selec- 
tions from  it  were  produced,  the  following  account 
of  Bach's  several  Passions,  besides  other  compo- 
sitions. 

Bach  wrote  five  oratorios,  called  Passions. 
Of  the  five,  three  are  probably  all  that  exist ;  and 
of  the  three,  only  two  are  printed  and  accessible. 
These  two  are  '  the  Passion  according  to  St.  John,' 
and  that  '  according  to  St.  Matthew.'  The  latter 
is  the  more  important  of  the  two,  and  probably 
the  later :  on  the  whole,  it  is  the  greatest  work  of 
the  author ;  and  it  is  with  a  series  of  pieces  from 
this  great  composition  that  the  vocal  music  of 
Sebastian  Bach. is  to-night,  for  the  first  time,  fairly 
brought  before  an  English  audience.  By  a  Pas- 
sion is  meant  an  oratorio  which  has  for  its  subject 
the  transactions  of  the  last  hours  of  the  life  of  our 
Saviour.  It  has  been  the  custom  in  the  Protestant 
churches  of  Germany,  ever  since  they  existed,  to 
perform  a  piece  of  music  on  the  high  festivals  and 
solemn  ecclesiastical  days,  as  part  of  the  religious 
service  proper  to  the  day — a  custom  probably 
originating  in  the  '  Mysteries,'  or  Sacred  Plays, 
common  in  mediteval  times,  and  which  still  sur- 
vive in  the  Marionette  dramas  annually  played 
in  the  churches  of  the  south  of  France  and  of 
Lombardy.  On  Good  Fridays,  the  History  of  the 
Passion  and  Death  of  the  Saviour  would  naturally 
be  chosen  as  a  subject  of  such  a  solemn  music. 
In  these  compositions,  the  narrative  of  one  of  the 
Evangelists  was  taken,  and  delivered  continuously 
in  recitative  by  a  solo  voice,  and  the  story  was 
interrupted  by  verses,  sung  by  the  congregation, 
out  of  the  Hymns  appropriate  to  the  occasion, 
drawn  from  the  vast  Hymnology  in  which  Ger- 
many is  so  rich,  set  to  those  Chorales  which  form 
at  once  so  individual  and  so  interesting  a  part  of 
her  musical  literature.  This  is  exactly  the  method 
followed  in  the  earliest  Passion  known,  the  date 
of  which  is  1573.  By  degrees,  however,  the 
strict  and  simply  didactic  form  of  the  composition 
was  much  departed  from ;  meditative  and  devo- 
tional poetry  bearing  on  the  subject  was  inter- 
polated, and  the  Chorals  were  treated  in  a  more 
scientific  manner,  or  were  varied  in  harmony,  so 
as  to  lose  the  congregational  character  which  they 
originally  had.  These  changes  were  gradually 
introduced  by  the  great  masters  of  the  German 
school,  Keiser,  Mattheson,  Telemann,  Graun : 
names  strange  to  English  ears,  but  in  their  own 
land  highly  honored;  all  of  whom  tried  their 
highest  flights  in  Passion-music.  But  the  Matthew 
Passion  of  Bach  far  excels  any  of  these  works  in 
dramatic  power,  and  it  would  be  perhaps  impos- 
sible for  anything  to  be  acted  with  more  effect, 
if  the  solemn  nature  of  the  subject  admitted  of 
such  a  mode  of  performance. 

The  ignorance  which  exists  in  this  country 
with  regard  to  all  but  a  small  proportion  of  the 
compositions  of  Bach,  is  truly  remarkable.  Be- 
sides more  than  200  works  for  the  organ ;  as  many 
for  the  clavier  solo  ;  30  for  the  orchestra ;  between 
20  and  30  for  clavier  and  orchestra,  including 
concertos  for  3  or  4  pianos — besides  all  these,  he 
left  behind  him  no  less  than  250  great  vocal 
works ;  Masses,  Passions,  Magnificats,  Motets,  and 
Cantatas  or  Anthems,  containing  music  of  the 
loftiest,  alternating  with  the  sweetest  and  most 
plaintive  character.  Many  of  these  works  are 
printed  and  to  be  had.  They  are  of  all  kinds, 
severe  and  pleasing,  easy  and  ditHcult.  There  is, 
therefore,  no  excuse  for  continued  neglect  of 
these  great  treasures.  Let  it  cease  to  be  the  rule, 
that  whenever  a  work  of  Bach  is  to  be  produced, 
the  most  difiicult,  harsh,  and  crude  thing  obtaina- 
ble is  chosen — let  that  false  notion  die,  that  he 
wrote  nothing  but  difiiculties,  and  that  as  long  as 
his  fugues  were  correct,  he  cared  for  nothing  else. 


William  Sterndale  Bennett. 

The  following  letter  shows  how  highly  this 
young  English  composer  was  appreciated  by  the 
great  master,  with  whose  genius  his  own  works 


reveal  a  close  affinity.  It  is  published  in  the 
London  Musical  World,  under  the  head  of  "  Let- 
ters from  eminent  Men." 

FEOM  FELIX  MENDELSSOHN  BAKTHOLDY. 
{Apropos  of  the  Edinburgh  Professorship.) 
,  [OMOINAL.] 

Berlin,  Dec.  17, 1S45. 
Mt  Dear  Friend, — I  hear  that  you  have 
proclaimed  yourself  a  candidate  for  the  musical 
professorship  at  Edinburgh,  and  that  a  testimonial 
which  I  might  send  you  could  possibly  be  of  use 
to  you  with  the  authorities  at  the  university.  Now, 
while  I  think  of  writing  such  a  testimonial  for  you, 
I  feel  proud  and  ashamed  at  the  same  time — 
proud,  because  I  think  of  all  the  honor  you  have 
done  to  your  art,  your  country,  and  yourself,  and 
because  it  is  on  such  a  brother  artist  that  I  am  to 
give  an  opinion ;  and  ashamed,  because  I  have 
always  followed  your  career,  your  compositions, 
your  successes,  with  so  true  an  interest,  that  I  feel 
as  if  it  was  my  own  cause,  and  as  if  I  was  myself 
the  candidate  for  such  a  place.  But  there  is  one 
point  of  view  from  which  I  might  be  excused  to 
give  still  an  opinion  ;  while  all  good  and  true  mu- 
sicians are  unanimous  about  the  subject,  perhaps 
the  council  of  the  university  might  like  to  know 
what  loe  German  people  think  of  you,  how  we 
consider  you ;  and  then,  I  may  tell  them,  that  if 
the  prejudice  which  formerly  prevailed  in  this 
country  against  the  musical  talent  of  your  country, 
has  now  subsided,  it  is  chiefly  owing  to  you,  to 
your  compositions,  to  your  personal  residence  in 
Germany.  Your  overtures,  your  concertos,  your 
vocal  and  instrumental  compositions,  are  reckoned 
by  our  best  and  severest  authorities  amongst  the 
first  standard  works  of  the  present  musical  period. 
The  public  feel  never  tired  in  listening  to,  while 
the  musicians  feel  never  tired  in  performing,  your 
compositions ;  and  since  they  took  root  in  the 
minds  of  the  true  amateurs,  my  countrymen 
became  aware  that  music  is  the  same  in  England 
as  in  Germany,  as  everywhere,  and  so  by  your 
successes  here  you  destroyed  that  prejudice  which 
nobody  could  ever  have  destroyed  but  a  true 
genius.  This  is  a  service  you  have  done  to  Eng- 
lish as  well  as  German  musicians,  and  I  am  sure 
that  your  countrymen  will  not  acknowledge  it 
less  readily  than  mine  have  done.  Shall  1  still 
add  that  the  science  in  your  works  is  as  great  as 
their  thoughts  are  elegant  and  fanciful — that  we 
consider  your  performance  on  the  pianoforte  as 
masterly  as  your  conducting  of  an  orchestra — and 
that  all  this  is  the  general  judgment  of  the  best 
musicians  here,  as  well  as  my  own  personal  sincere 
opinion  V  Let  me  only  add  that  I  wish  you  suc- 
cess from  my  whole  heart,  and  that  I  shall  be 
truly  happy  to  hear  that  you  have  met  with  it. 
Always  yours,  sincerely  and  truly, 
Felix  Mendelssohn  Bartholdy. 
To  W.  Sterndale  Bennett,  Esq. 

lioudou. 

Okchestka  Concerts.  —  At  the  third  "Philhar- 
monic" concert  were  performed  two  sj-mphonies,  (with 
which,  thanks  to  the  "  Germanians,"  we  have  grown 
somewhat  familiar  here  in  Boston,)  namely:  Spohr's 
"  Consecration  of  Tones,"  (Power  of  Sound,  an  Enghsh 
critic  calls  it,)  and  Beethoven's  No.  8;  two  overtui-es, 
namely,  Cherubini's4iiacreo»,  and  Mendelssohn's  "  Calm 
Sea  and  Prosperous  Voyage;"  and  Beethoven's  Concerto 
in  G, — one  of  the  triumphs  of  M.  Hallo's  puino-playing, 
as  it  was  not  of  Mr.  Heller's  here.  Herr  Formes  and 
Miss  Birch  sang  pieces  from  Mozart,  Weber  and  Paer. 
In  diesen  hdl'gtn  HaUen  was  one  of  them. 

The  same  symphony  of  Beethoven  was  played  at  the 
second  of  the  ^  New  Philharmonic"  concerts,  and  the 
AUegrelto  Schersando  encored,  as  it  always  is  with  us 
too,  whether  played  by  Jullien  or  by  the  Germanians. 
Lindpaintner's  conducting  is  highly  praised.  An  over- 
ture of  his,  described  as  a  musical  prelude  to  one  of 
Calderon's  dramas,  {Der  Standhafle  Prim,)  was  received 
with  enthusiasm.    Bennett's  overture,  "  The  Naiades," 
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opened  the  concert,  nnd  Auber's  to  Masaniello  closed  it. 
Ernst,  the  great  violinist,  performed  Mendelssohn's  violin 
Concerto,  and  a  fantasia  on  Hungarian  airs.  Mile. 
Graever  played  Mendelssohn's  Serenade  for  piano  and 
orchestra.  For  vocal  pieces  there  was  Herr  Formes  in 
the  bass  song  from  the  "Magic  Flute"  again;  Mrae. 
Caradori  in  Beethoven's  Aria,  Ah  Perfido;  the  two  to- 
getlier  in  a  duet  from  the  Huguenots;  and  Mile.  Sedlat- 
zek  in  Mozart's  Aria :  Pario,  ma  tu,  ben.  The  latter  lady 
is  said  to  have  a  pleasing  voice,  good  taste,  facility  and 
a  correct  method. 

The  first  programme  of  the  Orchestral  Union  com- 
prised Spohr's  second  symphony  (written  for  the  Phil- 
harmonic); Sterndale  Bennett's  fourth  piano  Concerto, 
played  by  Miss  Arabella  Goddard;  Mendelssohn's  violin 
Concerto,  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Cooper;  an  overture  by  Lind- 
paintner,  &c.,  &c. 

The  third  Concert  of  the  Amateur  Society  took  place 
before  a  fashionable  audience  of  some  700  persons,  in 
Hanover  Square  Kooms,  Mr.  G.  A.  Osborne  conductor. 
Beethoven's  second  Symphony ;  an  overture  by  C.  E. 
Stephens,  (his  fourth,)  called  "  A  Dream  of  Happiness," 
and  pronounced  "  clever,  agreeable  and  musician-like;" 
a  concertino  for  piano,  by  Benedict,  played  by  S.  W. 
Waley;  the  overture  to  FreyscMiz,  &c.,  were  the  princi- 
pal features.  Richard  Wagner,  too,  had  a  finger  in  the 
pie,  for  the  first  time  that  we  read,  in  England.  It  was 
his  march  from  Tannhauser.  A  critic  says :  "  The 
march  of  Herr  Richard  Wagner,  the  Mahomed  of  mod- 
ern music,  though  eccentric  has  some  curious  and  strik- 
ing points;"  but  it  labored  under  the  disadvantage  of  a 
new  orchestral  arrangement( ! ),  the  original  score  not 
being  at  hand.  There  were  songs,  and  German  part- 
songs,  by  an  amateur  Beutscher  Manner-  Chor, 

Mr.  AUcroft  was  giving  concerts  every  night  of  Pas- 
sion week  in  the  Lyceum  theatre.  Like  Juliien's  "  clas- 
sical nights,"  half  of  each  programme  was  devoted  to 
works  of  one  great  master,  Mendelssohn  leading  off  with 
overture  to  Ruy  Bias,  "  Midsummer  Night's  Dream  " 
music.  Andante  and  Saltarello  from  the  Italian  Sympho- 
ny, and  several  vocal  pieces.  Ernst  played  in  the  mis- 
cellany of  the  second  part.  The  other  nights  were 
dedicated  to  Beethoven,  Mozart  and  Weber. 

EoTAL  Italian  Opeka.  —  The  AOienmim  says : 

The  commencement  of  the  season  with  Rossini's 
"  Guglielmo  Tell "  was  in  most  respects  satisfactory  and 
auspicious.  Signer  Tamberlik  (without  question  the 
best  Arnoldo  on  the  stage)  is  this  year  in  his  finest  voice, 
more  powerful  and  less  tremulous  than  we  have  till  now 
heard  him. — Signer  Eonconi,  too  is  in  his  best  order;  and 
apparently  in  his  best  humour.  —  The  general  cast  is 
strengthened  by  the  appearance  of  Mile.  Nantier-Diddier 
as  Jemmy ;  and  this  perhaps  may  be  accepted  as  a  coun- 
ter-balance to  the  enfeeblement  of  the  tno  in  the  second 
act,  caused  by  the  substitution  of  Zelger  for  the  former 
basso  prof ondo.  (Formes). — The  new  Maiilda,  Mile.  Marai 
(our  contemporaries  state  of  Austrian  origin),  has  an 
extensive  soprano  voice,  sufficient  in  power  for  the  music 
allotted  to  Matilda,  and  not  unpleasing  in  quality.  She 
has  execution,  too, — but  this  not  always  displayed  in  the 
best  possible  taste.  Her  version  of  her  opening  romanza 
"  Selva  opaca,"  was  open  to  remark,  not  merely  on  the 
score  of  her  long  and  disjointed  cadenza  at  the  end  of 
the  first  verse,  but  for  the  profuse  slidings  from  note 
to  note. — The  band  and  chorus  of  the  Hoyal  Italian  Opera 
sound  more  brilliant  and  richly  sonorous  than  ever, — 
perhaps  because  we  have  heard  them  in  close  comparison 
with  those  of  the  Grand  Opera  of  Paris,  —  the  tone  of 
which,  if  measured  against  theirs,  is  wooden,  w(Jolly, 
and  weak. 

On  the  following  Thursday  Ei'nam  was  given,  for  the 
rentree  of  Bosio,  and  the  debut  of  Sig.  Susini,  a  basso-bary- 
iono,  who  took  the  part  of  Don  Silva.  Tamberlik  was 
Ernani,  and  Eonconi  was  Don  Carlos.  The  Musical 
World  says : 

Sig.  Susini  is  a  singer  of  some  pretension,  but  not  ex- 
actly flitted  to  be  the  successor  of  Sig.  Tamburini,  whose 
parts,  we  are  informed,  he  is  about  to  undertake.  His 
voice  is  agreeable  in  the  middle  and  upper  registers,  but 
his  low  notes  are  deficient  in  power  and  quality.  In 
secondary  parts  he  may  prove  useful. 

Mad.  liosio  is  a  great  favorite  with  the  habitues  of  the 
opera  and  the  public  generally,  and  deservedly  so.  She 
is  an  accomplished  artist,  and  possesses  a  voice  of  de- 
lightful quality.  Her  Elvira,  on  Thursday  night,  was 
highly  prepossessing,  and  her  acting  displayed  a  far 
greater  amount  of  energy  than  usual.  A  little  more 
abanrlon  in  the  last  scene  was  all  that  was  required.  The 
well-known  aria  d'intrata,  •'  Ernani,  involami,"  was  sung 
with  great  brilliancy  and  power;  the  ornaments  were 
well  placed,  and  in  good  taste,  and  the  high  notes  attacked 
with  unerring  precision.  Mad.  Bosio  achieved  a  deci- 
ded success,  and  made  a  further  step  in  public  estima- 
tion. 
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Chamber  Concerts.— Ella's  "  Mnsicnl  Winter  Eve- 
nings" luive  come  to  a  close.  The  last  programme  in- 
cluded the  Qunrtet  in  D  minor,  by  Mozart,  and  the  No. 
1,  in  F,  by  Beethoven,  with  Ernst  holding  the  first  violin, 
and  Piatti  the  violoncello;  Beethoven's  Sonata  in  G, 
for  piano  and  violin,  by  Hall<5  and  Ernst;  an  Aria  by 
Stradella,  sung  by  Mme.  Amad^e;  a  Canzone,  composed 
and  sung  by  Sig.  Giordigiani ;  a  violoncello  solo  by  Piatti ; 
a  piece  for  voice  and  violin,  called  EicordaTiza^hj  Piatti; 
and  for  the  close  a  selection  of  short  piano  pieces  by 
Mendelssohn  and  others,  played  by  Hall6,  somewhat  in 
the  manner,  we  suppose,  of  Mr.  Dresel  here. 

M.  Alexandre  Billet's  Soirees  have  also  closed.  The 
last  offered  an  abundance  of  fine  piano-forte  music.  M. 
Billet  himself  played  Beethoven's  Sonata  in  F,  op.  54; 
a  Prelude  and  Fugue,  by  Bach;  a  Prelude  and  Fugue 
by  Mendelssohn ;  the  Momento  Caj)ricdoso^  by  Weber, 
op.  12;  and,  with  his  pupil,  Miss  Amelia  Taylor,  who 
won  much  applause,  the  four-hand  Sonata  in  F,  by  Mo- 
zart. The  remainder  were  smaller  pieces,  by  Dr.  AVylde, 
Carl  Mayer,  Macfarren,  and  Cipriani  Potter;  and  songs 
composed  by  Mendelssohn,  J.  L.  Hatton,  and  others. 

Oratorios.  —  Handel's  "  Messiah'*  was  performed  at 
Eseter  Hall  in  Passion  week,  by  the  Sacred  Harmonic 
Society,  with  nearly  700  performers,  and  by  the  London 
Sacred  Harmonic,  with  nearly  SOO.  —  The  Examiner 
speaks  thus  of  oratorios  in  St.  Martin's  Hall: 

Let  us  tal^e  this  opportunity  of  commending  to  the 
best  attention  of  those  whom  they  concern,  the  series  of 
o]-atorios  carefully  presented  by  Mr.  Hullah  at  a  shilling 
for  the  million,  and  a  trifle  more  for  fathers  who  take 
daughters  in  opera  cloaks,  and  for  people  generally  who 
are  glad  to  spend  a  little  for  the  luxury  of  elbow-roora. 
The  principal  singers  engaged  by  Mr.  Hullah  are  those 
whom  the  public  is  most  pleased  and  accustomed  to 
hear  as  Adams  and  Eves,  Samsons  and  Elijahs.  The 
band  is  efficient,  and  there  is  a  chorus  of  we  are  not 
sure  how  many  hundred,  formed  by  the  members  of  Mr. 
Hullah's  upper  singing  school.  Mr.  Hullah  himself  is 
conductor,  and  each  oratorio  is  given  with  a  spirit  and 
an  earnestness  that  cannot  be  too  cordially  recognized. 
The  result  is  great  success.  The  room  fills  as  it  ought 
to  fill.  These  oratorios  are,  so  to  speak,  at  home  in  the 
room:  they  live  in  St.  Martin's  Hal),  while  other  enter- 
tainments only  appear  there  as  lodgers. 

Germauiy. 

Vienna. — The  Italian  Opera  season  has  commenced, 
under  the  direction  of  Kapellmeister  Esser.  The  opening 
piece  was  Norma^  Mme.  Medori,  Grisi's  successor  at  St. 
Petersburg,  creating  an  enthusiasm  in  the  part  of  the 
priestess.  Bettini  was  the  Pollio.  Cenerentola  followed, 
with  Mme.  Borghi  in  the  chief  part.  Carl  Eckert,  the 
new  I'apellmeistery  (Sontag's  conductor  in  America,) 
directed. 

Mme.  Jenny  Lind  Goldschmidt  had  given  several  con- 
certs; also  the  young  sister  violinists  Neruda,  Herr 
Stockhausen,  the  Quartet  party  of  Herr  Helmesberger, 
&c.  &c. 

Berlin. — The  last  of  the  Soirees  fiir  Mossische  Orches- 
ter-niusik,  under  Herr  Liebig,  took  place  on  the  anni- 
versary of  Beethoven's  death,  and  was  composed  entirely 
of  his  music. 

The  solemnity  was  ushered  in  by  the  slow  movement 
from  the  Sinfonia  Eroica,  followed  by  the  grand  concerto 
in  E  flat,  performed  by  M'Ue.  Marie  Kupfernagel,  who  is 
only  ten  years  of  age.  The  second  part  consisted  of 
the  Sinfonie  Pastorale,  and  the  grand  overture  to 
Leonora. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Lond.  Mus.  World  writes  : 

I  have  been  twice  to  hear  Herr  Dorn's  new  five-act 
opera  Die  Niebelungen.  The  author  of  the  libretto, 
Herr  E.  Gerber,  has  not  been  very  happy  in  his  subject. 
The  public  do  not  take  the  same  interest  in  the  cold. 
Btatue-like  personages  of  the  old  German  epic  as  in 
beings  of  a  later  period,  in  harmony  with  themselves. 
They  admire  without  sympathy,  and  hence  Herr  Dorn 
has  to  contend  with  a  great  difiiculty.  His  music  is 
not  very  original,  but  it  has  character  —  without  any 
leaven  of  French  or  Italian.  Still  it  is  not  likely  to 
attain  a  lasting  popularity.  M'lle.  Johanna  Wagner 
exerted  herself  to  ihe  utmost  in  the  principal  character, 
Brunhild,  both  as  a  singer  and  an  actress,  and  was  de- 
servedly applauded.  The  other  parts  were  well  sus- 
tained by  Mme.  Herrenburger,  Herren  Bost,  Theodore 
Formes,  Schaffer,  and  Kriiger.  The  chorus  was  steady 
and  excellent.  The  opera  is  put  on  the  stage  magnifi- 
cently. The  otlier  operas  lately  have  been  Cherubini's 
Der  Wassertrciser  and  Eidelio,  with  M'me  Koster  as 
pnmu  donna. 

The  third  subscription  concert  of  the  Singakademie 
was  rendered  particularly  interesting  by  the  performance 
of  Cherubini's  grand  mass  in  D  minor,  a  work  which 
had  been  very  seldom  executed  in  Berlin. 


Bonn. — Robert  Schumann  is,  at  present,  an  inmate  of 
the  Private  Lunatic  Asylum  of  Endenich,  near  Bonn. 
We  are  happy  to  be  enabled  to  state  that,  according  to 
tlie  opinions  of  his  physicians,  he  may  still  recover. 
Mme.  Schumann  has  been  expressly  forbidden  from  at- 
tending on  the  patient,  as  her  presence  on  the  last  occa- 
sion produced  an  irritating  efiect.  She,  therefore,  re- 
mains in  Diisseldorf. 

Weimar. — Several  new  works  by  R  Schumann  and 
Liszt  were  played  for  the  first  time  at  the  concert  given 
for  the  Orchcster  Pensionsfonds  (Orchestral  Pension 
Fund).      Schumann's    fourth    symphony    in    D    minor 

Pleased  much  more  than  his  Concertstuck  for  four  horns, 
jiszt's  contributions  were  a  chorus, "  An  die  Kiinstler," 
for  orchestra  and  male  voices,  and  a  symphonico-lyrical 
piece,  Les  Preludes,  on  a  poem  by  Lamartine,  Both, 
were  successful.  A  new  composition  by  Liszt,  on  the 
music  of  the  Hungarians  and  Gipsies,  printed  in  the 
French,  German,  and  Hungarian  languages,  will  be  pub- 
lished.—  Gluck's  Orpheits  has  been  produced.  Liszt's 
new  work.  Preludes  nach  Lamartine,  has  excited  some 
curiosity;  and  his  Kunstlerckor [\?is  been  more  successful 
here  than  at  the  Grand  Music  Festival  at  Karlsruhe. 

Leipsic. — M.  Hugo  Ulrich'e  symphony  in  B  minor 
has  been  performed  at  the  Gewandhaus,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  composer.  Herr  Joachim  is  announced  for 
the  nest  concert,  when  his  new  overtures  to  Hamlet  will 
be  given.  Herr  R.  Dreyschock  is  to  play  a  violin-con- 
certo by  M.  Littolff  at  the  same  concert.  M'lle.  Agnes 
Barry  is  engaged  here  for  the  winter  season. 

Wagner's  Tannhauser^  or  Lohengrin,  have  been  or  are 
to  be  performed  in  Dresden  (with  Johanna  Wagner,  the 
composer's  neice,  for  the  heroine),  in  Schwerin,  Revel, 
Cologne,  Augsburg,  Hamburg,  &c.,  &c. ;  everywhere,  it 
would  seem,  so  far,  with  success. 

Italy. 

Florence. — A  new  opera  by  Carlo  Romani  was  pro- 
duced at  the  Pergola  on  the  29th  of  March,  entitled,  / 
Baccanali  di  Roma,  with  considerable  success,  in  spite 
of  the  hoarseness  of  the  principal  tenor,  Sig.  Baldanza, 
which  necessitated  a  great  deal  of  cutting  in  the  last 
act.  Madame  Barbieri  Nini  was  in  excellent  voice,  and 
both  sang  and  acted  admirably.  Both  prima  donna  and 
composer  were  recalled  several  times  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  opera.  The  appointments  and  scenery  are 
magnificent,  and  so  delighted  were  the  audience  with 
the  last  scene,  that  they  called  the  scene-painter  before 
the  curtain.  Verdi's  Macbeth  opened  the  season. — Our 
connoiseurs  are  enthusiastic  in  praise  of  a  new  contralto, 
Adelaide  Borghi-Mammo,  who  made  her  debut  at  a  con- 
cert in  the  Sala  dell'  Arte.  Her  voice  is  powerful,  of 
great  compasss,  and  flexible,  and  her  method  perfect. 
She  sang,  among  other  things,  the  rondo  finale  to  Rossi- 
ni's Cenerentola.—  A  new  oratorio  called  Giudita,  by 
Sig.  Emilio  Cianchi,  has  been  performed.  It  is  very 
light,  but  was  successful. 

Milan. — Dominicetti's  opera,  La  Alarsckera,h^s  been 
tolerably  successful  at  the  Scala.  Mr.  Balfe  has  arrived 
here  with  Mad.  Balfe,  and  Mdlle.  Victoria  Balfe,  who  is 
said  to  possess  a  beautiful  soprano  voice,  which  she  is 
cultivating  for  the  stage,  under  the  tuition  of  her  father. 
— At  the  Conservatory,  Mendelssohn's  oratorio  of  St. 
Paid  is  in  rehearsal.  The  intention  of  the  directors  is  to 
bring  it  out  on  Palm  Sunday,  or  at  Easter,  but  great 
doubts  have  been  since  entertained  of  its  being  perform- 
ed at  all.  It  seems  to  be  too  difficult  for  our  executants, 
vocal  and  instrumental,  whose  beau  ideal  is  the  Stabat 
Mater  of  PergolesJ,  and  that  of  Rossini  as  a  contrast. 

The  following  scraps,  which  we  translate  from  Milan 
papers,  will  interest  our  readers. 

[From  Vltalia  Musicale  ]  "Among  the  artists  who  have 
scr'iltwe  from  the  new  management  for  the  coming  Carnival, 
(1854—55,)  we  have  the  pleasure  of  announcing  the  young 
prima  donna,  Elisa  Hensler,  an  American,  who,  they  tell  us, 
is  endowed  with  a  most  beautiful  voice,  with  exquisite  feeling, 
and  with  distinguished  talents." 

[From  the  Cosjnorama  Pittorico.]  "  Eliba  Hensler. — This 
is  an  American  young  lady,  who  to  an  uncommonly  agreeable 
perdon  adds,  we  are  assured,  the  finest  gifts  of  voice  and  of  art, 
and  who  is  well  known  to  the  subscribers  of  La  Scala,  as  one  of 
the  most  assiduous  frequenters  of  that  theatre.  She  will  come 
out  under  the  auspices  of  the  new  management,  which  has 
engaged  her  for  several  consecutive  seasons." 

Verona. — Pacini's  opera,  Allan  Cameron,  was  given 
on  the  15th  of  March  with  doubtful  success.  The  prin- 
cipal artistes  were  Madame  Salvini-Donatelli,  Bettini, 
and  Delia  Santa. 

Venice. — Pacini's  opera  La  Pwmr/orie  has  been  high- 
ly successful.  The  applause  was  unanimous,  and  the 
maestro  was  called  on  several  times.  Madame  Albertini, 
the  prima  donna,  contributed  materially  to  the  success 
of  the  opera. 

Turin. — Verdi's  Trovatore  has  been  played  with  con- 
siderable success,  the  principal  singers  being  M'lles. 
Alaimo  and  Emilia  Goggi,  and  Signers  Beaucarde  and 
Fiori. 

Trieste. — Mr.  Balfe,  whose  opera,  La  Zingarella 
(Bohemian  Girl),  pleases  the  audience  more  at  each 
successive  representation,  has  been  engaged  by  the  im- 
presario, Ronzani,  to  compose  two  new  operas  for  the 
autumn. 
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Bound  Volumes. — We  can  now  supply  a  limited  num- 
ber of  bound  volumes  of  the  Journal  of  Music,  for  the 
year  just  expired,  as  well  as  for  the  year  preceding.  A 
good  chance  (which  will  not  long  continue)  to  secure 
complete  sets  from  the  beginning ! 

D^"  We  have  frequent  complaints  from  some  of  our 
New  York  subscribers,  that  they  do  not  get  their  papers 
in  good  season.  The  fault  must  lie  Avith  the  (New  York 
post  office ;  since  their  copies  are  all  regularly  mailed  to 
them  on  Friday  afternoon,  and  should  be  in  New  York 
on  Saturday  morning,  which  is  the  date  of  publication. 

Plainly  in  this  matter  of  newspaper  delivery  there  is 
a  screw  loose  somewliere  in  the  P.  0.  machinery.  Such 
irregular  receipt  of  our  Journal  by  mail  has  wearied  out 
the  patience  of  not  a  few  subscribers,  until  we  have  lost 
them. 

Worse  than  that — within  a  few  months  we  have  failed 
in  more  than  a  dozen  cases  to  receive  letters  mailed  to  us 
with  money  in  them.  We  mention  the  fact,  that  persons 
in  forwarding  their  annual  subscriptions  to  us  may  avail 
themselves  of  all  practicable  precautions ;  and  also  that 
those  who  fail  to  receive  acknowledgments  of  money 
mailed  to  us,  may  give  earl3'  information  of  such  failure. 

New  Music. 

The  ceaseless  mill  of  musical  print  and  reprint 
grows  more  and  more  productive,  grinding  out, 
amid  a  vast  deal  of  grit,  much  of  the  real  sweet, 
nutritious  grain.  Between  the  sonatas  of  Beetho- 
ven, the  Lieder  ohne  Worte,  &c.,  for  which  there 
is  a  steady  and  remunerating  demand,  and  the 
vast  humdrum  Babel  of  new  polkas,  namby-pamby 
sentimental  songs,  and  flashy  variations,  there  is 
room  for  great  variety  of  good  things,  and  our 
music  market  keeps  providing  for  all  tastes. 

Oliver  Ditson  sends  us  the  third  of  his  "  Stand- 
ard Operas,"  namely  Lucrezia  Borgia,  complete, 
with  Italian  and  English  words,  in  the  same  neat 
style  of  type,  and  fanciful  illuminated  cover,  with 
his  edition  of  Norma  and  Don  Juan.  Nearly 
200  pages  of  Donizetti's  very  best  music, — and 
not  a  selection,  but  an  entire  work,  which  has 
made  the  deepest  impression  (at  least  in  tliis  pub- 
lic) of  all  the  Italian  operas  in  vogue — for  the 
small  price  of  two  dollars  !  The  book  is  prefaced 
with  a  short  life  of  Donizetti,  and  a  sketch  of  the 
plot,  with  some  historical  notices  of  the  subject,  of 
the  present  opera.  The  type  is  necessarily  small, 
in  order  to  compress  so  much  music  into  a  book  of 
so  convenient  a  size ;  but  it  is  clear.  The  English 
words  are  very  flat  and  awkward ;  but  these  may 
pass  for  a  mere  gratuity  thrown  in  ;  for  we  take 
it  that  whoever  sings  such  music  will  contrive  to 
sing  the  Italian.  A  literal,  word  for  word  transla- 
tion of  the  text,  without  rhyme  or  metre,  not  to 
be  sung,  but  simply  by  way  of  interpretation, 
might  be  a  useful  feature  in  such  publications ; 
especially  where  the  English,  in  twisting  itself 
into  the  rhythmical  forms  of  the  Italian,  twists 
itself  out  of  all  correspondence  with  the  meanln". 

Lucrezia  Borgia  is  the  most  felicitously  con- 
ceived, the  most  perfect  as  a  dramatic  whole,  the 
most  abounding  in  fresh,  vigorous  and  graceful 
musical  ideas,  in  short  the  most  genial  of  all  the 
Italian  operas  since  Eossini.  Its  music  has  become 
very  familiar,  without  becoming  hacknied,  with 
our  opera  lovers.  Such  a  book,  therefore,  is  timely, 
and  would  seem  destined  to  have  a  large  sale. 


George  P.  Reed  &  Co.  have  completed   an 


eighth  series  of  their  "  Gems  of  German  Song," 
a  name  which  recurs  not  without  awakening  some 
grateful  emotions,  since  in  times  past  these 
"  Gems  "  have  been  our  first  and  almost  only  in- 
troduction to  the  German  song  Muse.  We  are 
more  exacting  as  to  what  deserves  to  be  called  a 
gem  in  this  department,  now  that  Mendelssohn, 
Schubert,  Schumann,  Kobert  Franz,  &c.,  are 
somewhat  known  among  us.  We  might  hesitate 
about  according  the  title  to  this  last  number,  which 
is  called  "  My  Angel,"  by  H.  Esser.  It  seems  to 
lack  decided  individuality  and  originality  ;  the 
melody,  if  pleasing,  is  a  little  common-place.  Yet 
song  and  accompaniment  make  a  clear  and  grace- 
ful whole  ;  it  is  well  composed,  and  capable  of 
being  sung  with  great  effect.  The  German  words, 
embodying  a  pretty  conceit : 

Eine  Perle  nenn'  ich  mein, 
Eine  Perle  schon  und  rein,  &c., 

are  happily  translated  by  Mrs.  E.  W.  Long. 

To  those  who  like  a  simple  English  song,  with 
pleasing,  expressive  melody,  sentimental  without 
running  into  platitude,  and  with  easy,  yet  musi- 
cian-like accompaniment,  we  can  mention  several 
(also  from  Eeed  &  Co.)  by  F.  N.  CEaucH,  author 
of  the  popular  ballad  of  "  Kathleen  Mavourneen." 
The  best  of  these,  in  its  way,  perhaps,  is  "  The 
Lily,  a  Lament,"  a  song  of  much  feeling  and 
beauty.  "  Herre  I  love  "  is  a  simple  musical  ren- 
dering of  a  quaint  little  rhymed  conceit,  also  by 
Prof  Crouch,  after  the  manner  of  the  old  English 
love  songs.  The  rhymes  are  worth  transcribing 
in  the  original  orthography : 

I  knowe  a  ly ttle  hande ; 

Tys  ye  softest  yn  the  lande — 

Ande  I  feel  yts  pressure  blande, 
Whyle  I  synge ; 

Lylie  whyte,  and  restynge  nowe, 

Lyke  a  roseleafe  on  my  browe, 
Wyth  yts  wynge. 

Welle !  I  pryze  all  handes  above— 

Thys  deare  hande  of  herre  I  love. 

I  knowe  a  lyttle  foote; 
Very  cunnynglye  tys  putte — 
Yn  a  daynte  lyttle  boote. 

Where  yt  hydes — 
Lyke  a  shuttle  yt  ever  flyes 
Backe  and  forth  before  rayne  eyes, 
Weavynge  musyque  for  myne  eyes, 

As  yt  glydes. 
Welle !  I  pryze,  all  feete  above 
Thys  deare  foote  of  herre  I  love. 

I  knowe  a  lyttle  harte ; 

Yt  ys  free  from  courtlye  arte — 

Ande  I  owne  yt  every  parte, 

Forre  alle  tyme ! 
Ever  yt  beates  wythe  rausyque's  tone 
Ever  an  echo  of  myne  owne. 
Ever  keepynge  wythe  myne  owne 

Holye  tyme ! 
Welle !  I  pryze,  all  hartes  above 
Thys  deare  harte  of  herre  I  love. 

Another  is  a  spirited  martial  Allegro,  to  words 
by  G.  P.  Morris,  called  "  Life  in  the  West."  An- 
other is  a  sentimental  ballad  :  "  I  feel  I'm  growing 
old,  Lizzie."  These  songs  are  certainly  among  the 
best  of  their  peculiar  type,  to  which  some  tastes 
are  very  partial. 

A  Grande  Marche  de  Concert,  for  the  piano, 
by  li.  A.  WoLLENHADPT  (Firth,  Pond  &  Co., 
publishers.  New  York),  has  been  for  some  time 
before  us.  It  is  an  elaborate,  bravura  kind  of 
march,  of  the  most  brilliaftt  character,  worked  out 
to  the  length  of  nine  pages,  with  rich,  extended 
harmonies,  and  rapid  octave  passages  demanding 
strength  of  wrist.     But  we  are  happy  also  to  find 


that  it  is  not  a  mere  piece  of  mechanical  display ; 
but  really  a  march  of  uncommon  beauty  and 
grandeur,  evidently  the  work  of  a  good  musician, 
not  without  originality. 


Spohr's  "  Consecration  of  Tones." 

It  appears  by  our  report  of  "Music  Abroad"  that 
Spohr's  descriptive  symphcfny,  Die  Weihe  der 
Tone,  has  lately  been  performed  by  the  Loudon, 
as  well  as  by  the  New  York,  Philharmonic.  The 
singularly  opposite  opinions  expressed  about  it 
by  the  London  critics  remind  us  of  our  New 
York  correspondent  "  Pegan's  "  relation  (m  our 
last  number)  of  the  long-suffering  patience  with 
which  he  sat  it  out.  With  his  impressions  of 
Spohr's  music  generally,  as  stated  in  that  letter, 
we  find  our  own  too  often  harmonizing.  In  spite 
of  all  its  learning,  its  elegance,  its  rich  and 
crowded  harmony,  and  its  at  first  striking  pecu- 
liarity of  modulation,  we  are  forced  to  sympathize 
with  the  charge  of  monotony  and  heaviness  so 
often  brought  against  it  by  those  who  esteem 
music  more  for  its  effect  than  for  its  science. 
But  we  have  loved  to  except  the  Weihe  der 
Tone  from  this  charge.  Though  not  exactly  a 
symphony,  in  the  regular  sonata  form,  it  has 
always  interested  us  as' a  singularly  beautiful  and 
expressive  tone-poem,  of  the  descriptive  kind; 
so  much  so  that  we  were  moved,  some  years  since, 
to  sketch  the  following  outline  of  its  intention, 
which  was  used  in  the  Germania  programmes  : 

Argument. — I.  The  first  part  opens  with  a  slow 
minor  movement,  of  a  dull  and  broken  character, 
representing  the  dreary  silence  of  all  things  before 
the  creation  of  sound,  or  more  properly  of  Tone, 
when 

"  Lonely  lay  the  fresh  green  meadows. 

In  the  flow'ry  pride  of  Spring  ; 
Man  amid  the  voiceless  shadows. 

As  in  night,  was  wandering. 
He  his  own  wild  impulse  followed. 

Nob  the  soft  way  of  the  heart ; 
Love  no  wondrous  tones  had  hallowed 

Nature's  meanings  to  impart." 

Presently  the  music  brightens,  the  harmony  modu- 
lates into  a  more  hopeful  key,  and  the  whole  acquires 
a  more  eager  and  decided  motion.  Tone  is  born  ! 
A  soft,  flowing,  fascinating  melody  (in  the  pastoral 
key  of  F  major,  like  Beethoven's  Pastoral  Sym- 
phony), is  commenced  by  the  violins,  and  threads  its 
way  through  the  mingled  voices  of  awakened  Nature, 
the  rustling  of  leaves,  the  murmur  of  brooks,  tlie 
songs  of  birds,  &c.  In  the  clarinets  you  hear  tlie 
earnest  sincopated  notes  of  the  nightingale ;  in  the 
flutes,  snatches  of  smaller  bu-d  melodies  ;  in  the  oboe, 
the  quick  stroke  of  the  German  Wachtel,  (translated 
"quail,"  though  not  our  quail;)  in  the  horns,  the 
cuckoo,  &c.  These  cheerful  sounds  give  way  for  a 
time  to  the  wilder  uproar  of  the  elements,  but  return 
to  close  the  picture  in  sunshine  and  serenity,  as  it 
began. 

II.  To  the  music  of  Nature  succeeds  the  music  of 
Humanity.  The  tones  commence  their  ministry  with 
the  infancy  of  life ;  first,  we  have  the  mother's  lul- 
laby; then  the  merry  dances  of  childhood;  then 
the  lover's  serenade,  &c.  There  is  a  strange  com- 
mingling of  different  kinds  of  measure  here — how 
like  the  changing  pulse  of  youth ! 

III.  To  the  music  of  youth  and  joy,  succeed  the 
spirit-stirring  tones  of  manly  energy  and  duty.  Un- 
happily the  poet  gives  us  only  the  inverse  form  of 
this — the  energy  displayed  in  war.  And  this  third 
part  of  tlie  Symyhony  accordingly  commences  with 
a  vigorous  march,  and  describes  the  departure  for 
battle,  the  feelings  of  those  who  remain  at  home,  the 
return  of  the  victors,  (to  the  first  melody  again)  and 
a  chorus  of  th.anksgiving.     In  this   last,  one  of  the 
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old,  simple  Ambrosian  Chorals  is  carried  on  in 
unison  by  a  portion  of  the  instruments,  while  the 
others  play  round  it  in  a  figurative  accompaniment, 
echoing  and  imitating  each  other's  little  joyful 
phrases. 

IV.  The  mournful  ministry  of  tones.  It  opens 
with  another  old  Ambrosian  Choral,  commonly  sung 
at  burials  in  Germany,  here  gravely  chanted  at  in- 
tervals by  the  violoncello,  while  the  harmonies  are 
richly  and  deeply  colored,  and  the  pauses  are  filled 
out  with  various  touching  melodies  and  motives  in 
all  the  other  instruments.  "  Consolation  in  tears," 
is  the  title  which  the  composer  gives  to  the  closing 
movement  which  succeeds  it,  like  a  soft  summer 
shower  caught  by  retiring  sunshine.  The  piece  ends 
in  the  pastoral  key  of  F. 

This  programme  we  thought  amply  borne  out 
in  the  music,  while  we  by  no  means  found  in  that 
the  never-failing  .  inspiration  and  e.xhaustless 
meaning  of  the  mighty  models  of  symphonic  art. 
Yet  to  that  length  the  critic  of  the  London 
Musical  World  goes  in  his  admiration  of  it;  we 
copy  his  description  as  an  offset  to  our  friend's  : 

The  Poiver  of  Sound  is,  in  many  respects,  one 
of  the  noblest  creations  of  the  musical  art.  The 
intention  is  deep  and  metaphysical,  and  the  execu- 
tion of  that  intention  masterly  and  splendid. 

We  admit  of  no  vacuum  in  the  world  of  sound, 
and  can  see  nothing  absurd  in  describing  silence 
by  means  of  music ;  for,  after  all,  silence  is 
sound,  so  infinitely  divided  as  to  be  almost  inaudi- 
ble— we  say  almost,  for  we  defy  any  one  to  assert 
that  he  has  ever  been  enveloped  in  silence  without 
hearing,  as  it  were,  a  buzz,  as  though  sound  were 
muttering  its  orisons  ere  going  to  rest : 

"  And  solemn  midnight's  tinglhig  sllentness," 

as  Shelley  says  beautifully.  We  therefore  state 
boldly  our  opinion  that  the  description  of  silence 
in  Spohr's  symphony,  is  highly  felicitous  and  char- 
acteristic. Of  the  allegro  in  F  major,  which  grows 
out  of  the  silent  movement,  we  know  not  well  how 
to  speak  ;  there  are  moments  when  we  could  think 
it  as  fine  as  anything  in  music,  and,  at  all  times, 
as  a  matter  of  instrumentation,  we  must  pronounce 
it  unsurpassed.  Then  its  subject — so  melodious,  so 
appropriate  to  the  infancy  of  sound — how  charm- 
ingly it  colors  the  entire  movement,  what  a  fresh- 
ness it  throws  over  it — and  then  the  restless  buzz- 
ing of  the  violins,  and  the  many-voiced  song  of  the 
birds,  and  the  soft  murmur  of  the  breezes,  and  the 
terrific  tempest,  when  nature  is  in  an  uproar,  and 
the  departure  of 

"  The  winged  storms,  chanting  their  thunder  psalm,"— 

grumbling  as  they  fly,  as  who  should  say,  "Think 
not  we're  gone  forever  !"  And  the  return  of  the 
first  charming  subject,  and  the  renewed  song  of 
the  birds,  and  the  gradual  subsiding  of  the  move- 
ment into  a  reposeful  climax  .'  All  this  is  as  per- 
fect as  anything  we  know-nothing  more  fresh  or 
lovely  ever  came  from  pen  of  mortal — nothing ! 
The  cradle  song  (and  here  the  metaphysical  part 
of  the  symphony  gives  way  to  the  hopes  and  fears 
of  humanity)  is  a  simple  quiet  tune  that  might  lull 
any  infant  to  a  delicious  sleep.  It  is  interrupted 
by  a  merry  dance,  the  very  type  of  all  playfulness  ; 
it  is  again  interupted  by  the  serenade,  a  wailing, 
monotonous  melody  for  the  violoncello,  which  has 
a  feeling  of  darkness  and  starlight  about  it  that  we 
cannot  define.  The  continued  complaint  of  this 
melancholy  tune,  which  quietly  pursues  its  way, 
through  the  various  interruptions  of  the  dance  and 
the  lullaby,  affects  us  so  strongly  as  to  become  a 
feeling  of  pain  rather  than  pleasure  ;  and  yet  this 
is  only  from  association,  for  it  is  as  beautiful  as 
beauty's  self — this  ever- weeping  serenade.  It  must 
be  some  poor  devil,  the  constancy  of  whose  love  is 
only  equalled  by  its  hopelessness,  that  sings  it — for 
amid  all  its  loveliness  there  is  the  taint  of  woe,  and 
its  smile  is  of  moonlight  rather  than  the  sun.  But 
this  is  of  a  piece  with  the  genius  of  Spohr,  which 
delights  in  wringing  the  human  heart.  The  unex- 
pected return  to  the  cradle  song  is  ingenious  and 
happy.  The  march  is  a  triumph  of  instrumenta- 
tion— one  of  the  most  exhilarating  things  in  the 
range  of  music.  The  trio  pleases  us  less — it  is 
labored,  and  excessively  spun  out,  and  rather  mor- 
bid than  impassioned.  The  return  of  the  march, 
however,  and  the  thanksgiving  coda  redeem  the 
tiresomeness  of  this,  and  restore  us  to  the  seventh 
heaven  of  music.     The  prayer  for  the  dead,  and 


the  consoling  beaut}'  of  the  finale  are  beyond  all 
praise.  The  only  reproach  to  this  last  movement 
is  its  brevity. 

The  Examiner,  on   the  contrary,  sends  it  adrift 

in  the  most  contemptuous  manner;  thus: 

Spohr's  Symphony  had  thrice  before,  at  distant 
periods,  been  given  by  this  Society,  and  with  so 
little  success,  that  we  hoped  it  would  never  again 
be  roused  from  its  repose  on  the  undisturbed  shelves 
of  the  Philharmonic  library.  The  present  direc- 
tors, however,  in  their  wisdom,  or  their  weakness, 
now  caused  this  abortive  atte'mpt  at  musical  de- 
scription to  appear  once  more  in  broad  lamplight, 
and  a  few  have  been  found  who  discover  in  so  in- 
tolerably long,  labored  and  ridiculous  a  composi- 
tion, something  to  admire  and  nothing  to  condemn. 
That  in  a  work  occupying  upwards  of  fifty  min- 
utes in  performance,  written  by  an  experienced 
and  good  musician,  there  must  appear  some  proofs 
of  ability,  we  at  once  admit ;  but  such  evidences, 
in  the  present  case,  are  "  few  and  far  between," — 
they  are  exceptive,  and  offer  no  apology  for  inepti- 
tude of  design,  no  e.xcuse  for  an  overloaded  score, 
and  no  substitute  for  originality.  The  beautiful 
symphony  of  Beethoven  compensated  for  the 
fatigue  endured,  and  the  time  lost,  in  listening  to 
"  The  deep  silence  of  Nature  before  the  creation 
of  Sound,"  a  silence  now  described  by  musical  in- 
struments ! 


Eecogsition  Abroad. — The  London  Alhenceiim  of 
April  8th,  contains  the  following : 

A  correspondent  has  obligingly  sent  to  us  a 
number  of  programmes  of  concerts,  great  and 
small,  given  in  Boston,  U.  S.,  during  the  past 
winter.  It  appears  from  these  that  the  residence 
of  a  variety  of  German  instrumentalists  there  has 
entirely  leavened  the  taste  of  the  American 
Athens ;  and  that  there  is  a  devout  and  numerous 
public  in  Boston  for  that  classical  German  music, 
a  love  for  which  has  only  lately  really  taken  root 
among  "  the  many  "  in  England. 

It  is  pleasant  to  see  also  that  the  musical  doings  of 
Boston  have  for  some  time  past  been  pretty  regularly 
chronicled  in  the  musical  journals  of  Berlin  and  Leipsio; 
whereas  it  is  scarcely  a  3'ear  since  New  York  was  the 
only  city  on  this  side  the  ocean  whose  musical  existence 
seemed  at  all  suspected  by  any  English,  French  or  Ger- 
man paper ;  all  their  American  musical  inteiligence  being 
derived  through  the  columns  of  the  New  York  Herald! 


Musical  Intelligence. 

Local. — The  winds  and  rains  have  not  relaxed  their 
spite  against  the  Mr.NnELSsoHN  Quintette  Club. 
Driven  a  second  time  from  Saturday  evening,  driven 
again  from  Thursday,  their  Benefit  Concert  is  still  wait- 
ing for  its  chance,  and  will  be  duly  announced. 

Mr.  Carl  Gartner  announces  a  concert  of  instru- 
mental and  vocal  music  at  the  Meionaon  this  evening. 
The  selections  are  mostly  excellent,  as  may  be  seen 
below.  Mr.  Giirtner  has  often  proved  in  private  soirees 
his  efficiency  in  Quartet  and  Sonata  music  for  the  violin, 
as  well  as  in  orchestra  and  solo-playing. 

On  Monday  Jdllien  commences  a  short  series  of 
farewell  concerts  in  the  Music  Hall.  Those  who  have 
not  yet  heard  the  most  brilliant  orchestra  ever  in  America, 
must  not  neglect  this  only  opportunity. 

The  Mendelssohn  Choral  Soclety  have  elected 
Mr.  Thomas  Eyan  of  the  Quintette  Club,  as  the  con- 
ductor of  their  exercises  this  summer,  and  are  diligently 
rehearsing  Beethoven's  noble  Mass  in  C,  with  the  Latin 
words.  We  trust  that  ere  long  they  will  give  us  a  pub- 
lic hearing  of  the  same  with  orchestra. 

We  have  just  had  the  pleasnre  of  looking  over  the 
entire  published  works  of  Mendelssohn,  which  have  been 
purchased  for  the  library  of  the  Harvard  Musical 
Association.  It  is  probably  the  only  complete  collec- 
tion of  Mendelssohn's  compositions  existing  in  this 
country. 

New  York. — Maretzek  has  engaged  Castle  Garden 
for  the  summer  and  is  now  in  Europe  organizing  a  new 
opera  troupe. 

Philadelphia. — Alfred  Jaell  announces  a  farewell 
concert  this  week,  previous  to  his  sailing  for  Europe. 
We  had  thought  him  in  Mexico  with  Sontag. 


New  Orleans. — Marguerite  d'Anjou,  one  of  Meyer- 
beer's earlier  operas,  hna  been  produced  several  times 
by  the  French  opera  troupe,  Borghese,  Ganibrel,  &.C. 


M'a^^tttintmtntn. 


3VEE;X03Nr-A-03Nr. 
CARL  GARTNER'S  CONCERT, 

On  Saturday  Evening,  May  6th.. 

PROGRAMME. 
Part  I. 

1.  Quartet  in  D  major, Haydn. 

August  Fries,  Wulf  Fries,  C.  Eichler,  &  Carl  Gartner. 

2.  Song:  "  Batti,  Batti," Mozart. 

Madame  EcKnAEDT. 

3.  Solo,  Violin ;  Eighth  Concerto, Spohr. 

Carl  Gartner. 

4.  Grand  Sonata  in  C  minor,  for  piano  and  violin,. .  Beethoven. 

Carl  Hause  and  Carl  Gartner. 

Part  II. 

1.  Fantasia  on  Airs  from  Der  Freischiitz, Moeser. 

Carl  Gartner. 

2.  Songs  :  "  So  laas  mich  sitzen," G^Artner. 

"  Oh,  were  it  true  !" Eckhardt. 

Madame  Eckhardt. 

3.  Solo,  Piano, Mendelssohn. 

Carl  Hause. 

4.  Elegie,  Violin, 1  Gartner 

Song ;  '  Thoughts  of  Home,' j  uarcner. 

Carl  Gartner. 

OCr^Tickets  50  cents,  to  be  had  at  the  usual  places  and  at  the 
door. 
0=-Doors  open  at  7H-    Concert  to  commence  at  8. 

Saker's  New  jfliisic  Book. 

WE  HAVE  IN  PRESS, 

And  sliall  publisli  about  tlie  10th  of  May, 

A  ]VEAV  JUVENILE  SOIVG  BOOK:, 

By  Prof.  B.  F.  BAKER, 

entitled 

BAKER'S  SCHOOL  MUSIC  BOOK. 

It  ■will  be  a  work  of  over  200  pages,  mostly  NEW  AND 
BEAUTIFUL  SONGS,  adapted  to  the  School  Room,  and  for 
social  and  public  gatherings.  From  what  we  know  of  the  time 
taken,  and  the  great  care  used  in  preparing  thb  new  music 
hook,  we  doubt  not  it  will  rank  among  the  best  which  have  been 
offered  to  the  musical  public  In  addition  to  its  beautiful 
Poetry  and  Music,  it  will  contain  a  System  of  Elementary 
Instruction,  simple,  clear,  concise  and  yet  full,  and  so  admir- 
ably adapted  to  the  youthful  mind  as  to  insure  a  rapid  ad- 
vancement in  this  charming  science. 

Teachers  of  Music  in  Academies,  Public  and  Private  Schools, 
&c.,  are  most  respectfully  requested  to  send  for  copies  of  this 
work  for  examination. 

JOHN   P.   JEWETT   &   CO., 

Publishers,  Soston. 
JEWETT,    PKOCTOR    &    WORTHINGTON, 
Apr  29    3t  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


CHICKERINO   &    SONS, 

MANUEACTUKERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND     SQUARE 

OF  EYEIIY  DESCRIPTION. 

^VABEKOOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 

A  SOPRANO  wanted. 

FOR  a  church  in  Savannah,  Ga.  A  good  soprano  singer, 
and  one  who  is  a  good  musician  and  teacher,  would  receive 
a  fair  s.alary,  and  find  scholars.  For  further  particulars  en- 
quire at  tliis  office.  March  11  3m. 

Oermania  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E.  TELTOW,  Agent. 
ij  14  tf  30  Fayette  Street. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 
TEACHEK     OF     MUSIC, 

365  WasUtngton  Street,  Boston. 

Oct.  16.  3m 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF   MUSIC. 
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GREAT  BOOK  IN  PRESS. 

fflOOEI'S  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  MUSIC: 

COMPILED  BY  JOHN  W.  MOOKE, 
With  the  assistance  of  other  distinguished  men  in  the  musical 
world.  The  intention  of  the  author  is  to  make  a  most  com- 
plete and  thorough  work  of  the  above,  which  will  he  a  desid- 
eratum in  the  world  of  music.  It  will  be  published  in  one 
elegant  Royal  Octavo  volume  of  about  900  pages,  double  col- 
umns, and  will  contain  a  complete 

Dictionary  of  Musical  Terms, 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  SCIEiSTCE  OF  MUSIC, 
from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  on  Harmony  and  Thorough  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  Musical  Instruments,  with  the 
names  of  the  most  distinguished  makers,  wnd  a  complete  Musi- 
cal Biography  of  over  three  thousand  of  the  most  distinguished 
Composers  and  Musicians  who  have  ever  lived.  Mr.  Moore  has 
spent  several  years  in  compiling  this  valuable  work.  It  is  now 
going  through  the  press  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S. — The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluable 
to  every  professional  musician,  and  to  every  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring ;  we  hope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  has 
been  delayed  on  account  of  the  immense  labor  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  the  difficulty  of  stereotyping  a  work  so  full  of  examples. 
The  delay,  however,  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  be Si4  00. 

The  price,  bound  in  half  calf,  will  be.  ...4  50. 
JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  &  Co., 
Publishers,  17  and  19  Cornhill,  Boston  ; 
JEWETT,  PROCTOR  &  WORTHINGTON, 

Cleveland. 
Will  he  for  sale  by  all  the  hook  and  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  Feb.  11. 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE  ENTIRE  AND  INIMITABLE  ALLEGORY  OP 

THE    PILGRIM'S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  conta.ining  280  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonuls  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEAVETT,  Piiblislier. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  authorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

€ii  Inliktli  IrjiDnl  lupEiiDtBHtonts. 

We  have  just  published  a  beautiful  Book  for  your  use,  entitled 
THE  SABBATH  SCHOOL, 

A  complete  collection  of  Hymns  and  Tunes  for  Sabbath  Schools, 
Families,  and  Social  Gatherings. 

BY    WILLIAM    WILLIAMS, 
professor  of  Music  in  Charlestown  Female  Seminary. 

We  believe  that  upon  examination  this  will  be  found  to  be 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  collections  of  Music  and  Hymns  for 
Children  ever  pubhshed. 

PRICE  FIFTEEN  DOLLARS  PER  HUNDRED. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT  So  CO., 
Aprl    6t  Publishers,  Boston. 

PliViXO-rOUTE   liXSTIV\3e.TlO?i. 

G.  A.  SCHMITT,   (From  Germany,) 

TEACHER  OP  THE  PIANO-FORTE, 

IS  now  prepared  to  give  lessons  at  the  residence  of  pupils  or 
at  his  own  residence,  No.  7  Haymarket  Place. 
Mr.  S.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music  stor**s  of  Oliver  Ditson 
or  Nathan  Richardson. 

Refers  to  the  following  gentlemen :  John  S.  Dwiqht,  Esq., 
Hallett,  Davis  &  Co.,  Oliver  Ditson,  Nathan  Richardson. 
Oct.  8. 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER  AND   DEALER  IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  344  AVasIilmgtoii  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TVNED,  #  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

N.    D.    COTTON. 

IMPOKTEK  AND  DEALER  IK 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DKAWING  &  PMNTING  MATERIALS, 

No.  13  Tremont  Row,  Boston. 

*t*    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  EngraTed  and  Printed. 
-IK  16  tf 

'^ ■^■.jSiiinatii  5,.  aSaUt, 
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In  all  its  various  branches, 

NEATLY    AND    PBOMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY   EDWARD    L.    BALCH, 

©ffuc  Souittal  of  plusU,  No.  21  S4ooI  %i. 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  him  by  tlie  Mass. 
Cliaritable  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  Tvorkmanship, 
may  be  seen  at  his  office. 

0:7- MUSIC   prepared  for   Stereotyping. 


gi:ms  from  the  great  masters. 

beethoven.' 

Op.  2  Three  Sonatas,  No.  1,  E  minor, 75 

"  2        "             "        "    2,  A, 7.5 

"  2        "             "        "    3,  C, 1,00 

"  7  Grand  Sonata,  E  flat, 1,00 

"  10  Tliree  Sonatas,  No.  1,  C  minor, 50 

"  10        "             "        "    2,F 50 

"  10       "            "       "    3,D, 75 

"  13  Sonata  Pathetique,  C  minor, 75 

"  14  Two  Sonatas,  No.  1,  E, 60 

"  14        "        "          "    2,  G, 50 

"  22  Grand  Sonata,  B, 1,00 

"  26  Grand  Sonata,  A  flat, 75 

«  27  Two  Sonatas,  No.  1,  C  sharp  minor, 50 

"  27        "        "          "    2,  E  flat, 50 

"  28  Sonata  Pastoral,  D, 75 

"  31  Three  Sonatas,  No.  1,  6, 75 

"  31        "           "         "    2,  D  minor, 75 

"  31        "           "         "    3,Eflat 1,00 

"  49  Two  Sonatas,  No.  1,  G  minor 38 

"  49      "          "         "     2,  G, 38 

"  53  Grand  Sonata,  C, 1,00 

"  64  Sonata,  F, 50 

"  57  Sonata  Appass.,  E  minor, 1,00 

"  78  Sonata.  F  sharp, 50 

"  79  Sonatine,  G, 50 

"  81  Sonata  Charact.,  Les  Adieus,  L' Absence,  et  la 

Retour,  E  flat, 75 

"  90  Sonata,  E  minor, 75 

"  100  Sonata,  A, 75 

"  106  Grand  Sonata,  B 1,25 

"  109  Grand  Sonata,  E, 1,00 

"  110  Sonata,  A 1,00 

"  111  Sonata,  C 1,00 

"  92  Seventh  Symphony,  A, 1,25 

MENDELSSOHN. 

Six  Songs  without  Words,  complete  in  seven  books,. .  .each  75 

Kondo  Capricciosa, 50 

The  Temperaments,  peven  Characteristique  Pieces, 1,00 

The  Gift,  six  easy  pieces, .■ 63 

LISZT. 

Galop  Russe, 50 

Reminiscences  from  Lucia  di  Lammermoor, 50 

Romances  de  Franz  Schubert,  viz  : — 

No.  1,  Eloge  des  larmes, 25 

"    2,  La  Poste, 25 

"    3,  La  Fillc  du  Pechcur, 25 

THALBERG. 

Fantasia  sur  themes  de  Moise, 1,25 

L'Art  du  Chant  applique  au  Piano,  viz  : —  .  each  75 

No.  1,  Quatuor,  I  Puritani  de  Bellini. 

"    2.  Tre  Giorni,  Air  de  Pergolese. 

"    3.  Adelaide  de  Beethoven. 

"    4.  Air  d'Eglise  du  Chanteur  Stradella. 

"    5.  Lacrymosa^  tire  du  Requiem  de  Mozart,  Duo  des 
Noces  de  Figaro  de  Mozart. 

"    6.  Perchi  mi  Guardi  e  Piangi,  Duetto  de  Zehnira  de 
Rossini. 

Le  Tremolo, 62 

Pr.iyer  from  Moses  in  Egypt, 1,25 

Viola,  Melodic 25 

Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washington  St. 

F.  F.  MtJLLER, 

DIRECTOR  OP  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 
Church;  ORGANIST  of  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society  ; 
ORGANIST  of  the  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Residence,  No.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 

iiTtf 

GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  GO'S 

PIANO-FORTE   WAREROOMS: 

Clinnibers,  No.  3  Winter  Street,  Bostoii. 

AT  this  Establishment  may  be  found  an  elegant  and  exten- 
sive  assortment  of 

PIANO -FORTES, 

at  all  prices,  -warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  the  essential  properties  of  Tone,  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
Style,  and  Vinish.    None  others  will  be  kept. 
Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AND  GUITARS. 

Mr.  "Webb's  long  experience  in  the  profession  of  Music,  ena- 
bles us  to  assure  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  may 
find  it  inconvenient  to  visit  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desired,)  as  by  personal 
examination;  and  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders, 
can  implicitly  rely  upon  the  exercise  of  Sir.  Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  lUvor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  be  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit- 

■yy  SOLD  AT  MANUFACTUREES'  PRICES. 

Agents  for 

Lighte,  Newton  &  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Haljet,  Davis  &/  Co.'s  do.       Boston. 

Goodman  &  Baldwin's  Helodeons. 

Feb  19    6m 


JUST  PUBLISHED. 

CHORUS  PARTS  to  Mendelssohn's  Oratorio  of  ELIJAH. 
CHORUS  PARTS  to  Handel's  Oratorio  of  the  MESSLAH. 
CLASSICAL  CHORUS  BOOK,  by  Baker  &  Southard. 
PESTALOZZIAN  SCHOOL  SONG  BOOK,  by  Geo.  W.  Pratt. 

George  P.  Keed  &*  Co.,  PutlislierB, 
nov  B  13  Tremont  Street. 

MARTIN'S  GUITARS. 

THE  subscribers  are  sole  asents  for  this  city,  for  the  sale  of 
those  justly  celebrated  Guitars.     Prices  from  Sr30  to  S60. 
Every  instrument  is  warranted  to  stand  this  climate. 

GEO.  P.  REED  &  CO.,  13  Treyjiont  Street. 

IIEl?rS'    PATENT 

AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  grea'tly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  fcf 

MANUEL  PENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gray'8  Block,  corner  of  Washington 
and  Summer  Streets. 
References. 
Messrs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Punchard,  Boston. 
Messrs.  George  Peabody,  B.  H.  Silbbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.    3m. 

Oja-HJEj   n.ia.xJs:E, 
PIANIST  AND  TEACHER  OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

References  :— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Ternon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

LESSONS  IN  SINGING. 
FtlEDERIC    RUnOLPH 

RESPECTFULLY  announces  his  intention  to  remain  in  Bos- 
ton and  give  instructions  in  the  art  of  Singing. 
Orders  may  be  addressed  to  him  at  his  residence  (United 
States  Hotel),  or  at  the  music  store  of  Mr.  Wade  or  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson. 3m  Feb.  11. 

MUe.  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

GIVES 

INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

AND  MAY  BE  ADDRESSED  AT 

Feb.  4    3m  55  HANCOCK  STREET. 


OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  Piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
■\ViKTHEOP  House.     Terms ;— 3f50  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  ©30  per  quaiter  of  12  lessODS,  one  a  week. 
Nov.  12,  tf 

J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE   PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Ricbardson,  or  Theo. 
I.  Barker.  3  mos.  Deo   S. 


MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  or  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,GUITAR, 

2  Seneca  St.,  corner  Hai-risou  Avenue. 


m 


R.  De  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  AEEANGKD,  TK.1NSP0SED,  &c. 
Boston,  April  23.  3m 

J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence  No.  56  ICnceland  Street. 
Oct.  8.    3m 

A.   W.   FRENZEL, 
TEACHER    OF    MVSICj 
Mo.  G  Acorn  St.,  {between  Chestnut  and  Mt.  Vernon  Sts.) 
Apr  8  BOSTON. 

COPARTNERSHIP  NOTICE. 

THE  subscribers  having  formed  a  Copartnership  under  the 
nameof  OHICKEKING  &  SONS,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing the  Piano-Forte  Business,  trust  by  theiratten- 
tion  and  promptness  to  merit  the  patronage  heretofore  extended 
to  the  late  Jonas  Chickering 


Sea.  24. 


THO'S  F.  CHICKERING, 
CHA'S  F.  CHICKERING, 
GEO.  H.  CHICKERING, 
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[Translated  by  the  Editor.) 

A  Keview  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY   A.    OTJLIBICHEFF. 

The  annals  of  the  race  testify,  that  Music  was 
already  known  and  practised  before  the  flood ;  on 
the  other  hand,  the  annals  of  Music  itself  show, 
that  it  dates  only  from  yesterday  and  scarcely 
counts  four  centuries  of  existence.  This  high 
antiquity  and  this  extraordinary  youth  are  easily 
reconciled,  if  we  make  a  distinction,  which  the 
historians  appear  to  have  too  much  neglected ;  a 


distinction  which  explains  many  obscure  and  even 
inexplicable  things  in  the  texts  of  these  historians. 
There  is  a  Music  in  the  state  of  nature,  and  a 
music  in  the  state  of  Art ;  the  one,  as  old  as  the 
world,  is  as  natural  to  man  as  speech  ;  the  other 
men  sought  long  before  they  found  it.  What  was 
called  the  history  of  Music  by  the  people  of  an- 
tiquity or  of  the  Middle  Ages,  is  nothing  but  a 
more  or  less  conjectural  assertion ;  indeed  we  may 
assume  the  utter  fruitlessness  of  all  attempts  to 
find  such  actual  history  before  the  revival  of 
music  under  the  auspices  and  the  protection  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Europe. 

Music  in  the  state  of  nature  and  Music  in  the 
state  of  Art  differ  not  at  all  from  one  another  in 
their  elementary  principle.  Both  spring  from  the 
feeling  of  a  natural  law,  which  is  the  harmonic 
Trichord  or  Perfect  Chord,  and  [which  presents 
itself  in  the  double  form  of  a  succession  and  of  a 
simultaneous  combination  of  tones :  that  is  to 
say,  of  Melody  and  of  Harmony.  The  intervals* 
heard  at  the  same  time  are  Harmony  ;  but  hear 
them  one  after  the  other,  and  you  have  Melody. 
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Thus  we  see,  that  the  Melody  originally  is 
nothing  but  a  chord  resolved  into  its  elements,  and 
that  the  chord  is  a  snatch  of  Melody  blended  into 
one  compound  sound.  Melody  represents  the 
form,  Harmony  the  substance.  Every  melody, 
that  did  not  spring  out  of  an  accord,  and  that 
could  not  be  joined  to  some  sort  of  a  bass,  would 
utterly  conflict  with  the  claims  of  hearing;  it 
would  have  no  kindred  harmony  with  any  emotion 
of  the  soul ;  it  would  correspond  to  no  feeling,  to 
no  thought  musically  expressible,  and  therefore 
would  be  no  melody.  Accordingly  the  most  re- 
fined Aria,  as  well  as  the  most  barbaric  national 
songs,  have  their  origin  in  the  Chord.  At  all 
events,  I  have  found  no  exception  to  this,  either 
in  the  examples  of  Chinese  and  Canadian  music 
found  in  J.  J.  Rousseau's  dictionary,  or  in  the 
Turkish  and  Persian  songs,  which  I  have  heard 
sung  by  natives.  On  the  contrary,  the  songs  and 
dances  of  the  Canadian  savages  would  conform  to 
the  principles  of  the  simplest  and  most  natural 
relations  of  Plarmony,  were  they  reduced  to  strict 
notation.     A  child  would  find  the  bass  to  them. 

*  We  retain  the  term  intervals  in  this  and  similar  cases,  be- 
cause we  find  it  in  the  original ;  although  it  is  not  a  strict  use 
of  language  which  confounds  the  distances  between  tones  with 
the  tones  themselves. — Note  of  the  Translator. 


We  will  not  speak  here  of  the  systems  of  Ra- 
meau  and  of  Nardini.  The  physico-mathemati- 
cal  question  concerns  us  not.  The  main  thing  is 
to  know,  that  the  union  of  the  three  tones,  which 
compose  the  perfect  major  Chord,  has  its  type  in 
nature,  and  that  the  law  gradually  guessed  or  dis- 
covered by  the  instinct  of  the  composers,  acquired 
the  unimpeachable  validity  of  law,  some  centu- 
ries later,  by  the  discovery  of  the  phenomenon, 
called  the  generation  of  the  harmonics.  But  even 
if  this  phenomenon  were  yet  to  be  discovered, 
this  musical  truth,  however  doubtful  it  might  ap- 
pear in  the  eyes  of  the  learned,  would  still  remain 
a  settled  thing  for  the  musicians ;  for  the  proofs  in 
Art  have  nothing  in  common  with  those  of  Science. 
Our  proof  rests  upon  the  fact,  that  all  in  Music 
springs  out  of  the  Accord,  since  all  may  be  re- 
duced back  to  this,  from  the  song  of  the  savage, 
to  the  Zauherfiote  overture  inclusive. 

In  thus  tracing  the  musical  instinct  of  humanity 
to  the  consciousness  of  a  secret  law  of  nature,  I 
have  not  forgotten,  that  nature  only  yields  the 
Major  harmony,  and  that  it  is  the  Minor  that  pre- 
dominates in  the  aboriginal  melodies.  But  we 
should  not  forget  also  that,  in  our  human  state 
of  imperfection,  the  physical  laws  of  the  creation 
cannot  always  be  conformed  with  absolute  preci- 
sion to  the  material  necessities  of  the  race.  And 
so  the  law  of  harmony  either  never  was,  or  has 
at  some  time  ceased  to,  be  in  perfect  unison  with 
all  the  feelings  of  the  soul.  It  had  to  be  divided 
to  render  it  complete.  Beside  the  Major  Trichord 
there  stood  another,  apparently  the  same  in  form 
and  intervals  ;  but  the  Third  was  tuned  down  half 
a  tone,  and  by  this  fruitful  modification,  the  arche- 
type whereof  lay  in  another  nature  than  that  of 
the  human  heart,  Music  could  be  brought  into 
unison  with  all  the  conditions  of  existence  in  this 
vale  of  tears.  By  this  means  it  was  one  day  to 
find  expression  for  all  the  passions,  all  the  suffering, 
by  which  we  feel  that  we  exist ;  even  as  it  was 
destined  to  become  the  comforter,  in  making  itself 
the  most  faithful  echo,  of  the  soul. 

I  have  told  what  the  music  of  Nature  and  that  of 
Art  possess  in  common ;  we  must  now  also  inves- 
tigate the  distinctive  properties  which  each  has 
by  itself  and  must  have  always.  The  natural 
musician  has  only  a  vague  feeling  of  the  law  of 
harmony,  which  sufSces  him  for  the  delivery  of 
his  song  in  the  form  of  a  broken  Chord,  but  which 
gives  him  no  knowledge  of  the  Chord  itself.  He 
can  keep  in  the  Key  and  use  it  according  to  the 
combinations  of  the  correct  scale,  without  ever 
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knowing  this  entirely.  TIae  distinctive  notes,  the 
Sevenths,  are  almost  always  wanting  to  him.  In 
the  very  small  number  of  modulations,  in  which 
his  ear  helps  him  out,  he  limits  himself  to  the 
tones  that  lie  nearest  in  respect  to  the  ease  with 
•which  they  may  be  sounded.  Thus  for  example 
the  Russian  songs,  (some  of  which  may  properly 
be  reckoned  among  primitive  music,  as  well  on 
account  of  their  remarkable  simplicity,  as  on 
account  of  their  plainly  very  ancient  text,)  pro 
ceed  very  frequently  from  the  Major  into  the 
relative  Minor  Key  (from  C  to  A),  or  from  the 
Minor  into  the  Minor  Chord  of  the  Fifth  (from 
A  to  E),  and  the  reverse.  When  the  melody 
moves  in  that  way  between  three  or  four  full 
chords,  without  the  mediation  of  the  Seventh,  it 
must  necessarily  sound  undetermined,  meagre  and 
monotonous,  pleasing  as  its  expression  may  seem, 
especially  to  natives. 

In  music  in  the  state  of  nature,  vocal  and  in- 
strumental execution,  in  proportion  to  the  mechan- 
ical progress  it  has  made  and  the  greater  or  less 
difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  learning  it,  may  in 
and  for  itself  constitute  an  art ;  but  this  art  has 
not  anything  in  common  with  the  art  of  composi- 
tion, with  which  alone  we  are  now  concerned, 
and  which  has  no  actual  existence,  if  it  be  not 
founded  on  a  positive  knowledge  and  a  cultivated 
feeling  of  Harmony. 

The  first  step  towards  composition  was  made 
the  moment  when  musicians  began  to  fit  together 
intervals  in  the  harmonic  form.  But  from  that 
point  to  the  beginnings  of  the  true  Art  there  was 
still,  as  we  shall  see,  a  long  distance.  The  Chord 
remained  the  starting-point  of  musical  science. 
Its  guide  through  all  the  dreary  labyrinth  of  theory, 
the  sure  measure  of  its  progress,  and  the  goal  of 
its  technical  development.  The  principle  once 
found,  there  only  needed  to  deduce  from  It  the 
gradual  results  and  applications ;  to  subject  the 
ear's  suggestions  to  an  ever  more  extended  com- 
mentary; to  compose  new  chords  according  to 
the  given  relations  of  the  Trichord,  and  to  fix  the 
diatonic  scale.  Every  such  discovery  enriched 
Harmony,  as  it  then  was ;  and  since  among  the 
principal  or  natural  chords  there  is  not  one, 
which,  when  developed,  was  not  transformed  Into 
a  member  of  a  melodic  phrase,  these  very  dis- 
coveries prepared  for  the  future  just  so  many  new 
forms  and  expressions;  whence  It  follows,  that 
perfected  melody,  or  melody  In  the  state  of  Art, 
was  and  could  have  been  only  the  result  of  the 
perfected  knowledge  of  accords.  The  whole  his- 
tory of  Music  is  but  the  verification  of  this  truth. 

Another  truth,  which  holds  as  well  in  theory  as 
In  practice,  is,  that  every  other  way  to  music  as 
an  Art  fails  to  conduct  us  to  the  goal,  and  that 
every  system  of  music,  which  rests  upon  another 
basis  than  the  Chord,  Is  not  the  Art.  Nay,  such 
a  system  would  necessarily  give  results,  that  have 
no  place  amid  the  phenomena  of  natural  music, 
which  even  in  its  rudest  inspirations  is  led  by  an 
instinct  of  the  law  of  Harmony,  and  of  which 
true  Art  Is  only  the  fulfilment,  by  no  means  the 
denial.  Musical  antiquity,  represented  by  the 
Greeks,  went  astray  upon  these  false  systematic 
paths ;  so  also  did  the  Middle  Age. 

A  remarkable  phenomenon  of  the  last  century 
was  the  earnest  controversy  that  was  waged  about 
the  ancient  and  the  modern  music,  that  is  to  say, 
about  the  known  and  the  unknown.  Two  things 
are  here  to  be  remarked.  In  the  first  place,  the 
two  men  most  familiar  with  this,  Burney   and 


Forkel,  who  had  sacrificed  or  rather  wasted 
many  years  of  their  lives  In  writing  a  history  of 
the  Greek  music,  confess  that  they  did  not  pre- 
cisely know  what  the  Greek  music  was.  In  the 
second  place,  (and  this  Is  the  most  note- worthy), 
the  advocates  of  the  ancient  and  the  advocates  of 
the  modern,  even  In  the  hottest  part  of  the  battle, 
both  agreed,  that  the  Greeks  had  no  knowledge 
of  Harmony,  so  obvious  was  this  fact  to  every 
one.  This  alone  should  decide  the  question. — • 
If  the  Greeks  did  not  know  Harmony,  what 
did  they  know  of  Music  ?  If  they  did  not 
know  Harmony,  then  they  had  no  Melody,  or  at 
least  they  could  have  had  no  more  of  it  than 
musicians  In  the  state  of  nature.  But  they  did 
have  a  peculiar  system,  that  was  much  more 
learned  and  more  complicated  than  our  own.  So 
much  the  worse  for  them ;  for  then  they  must 
have  remained  beneath  the  state  of  nature,  which 
I  hold  to  be  quite  probable,  and  which  indeed  was 
certainly  the  fact,  if  we  are  to  rely  upon  the 
faithfulness  of  the  translation  into  notes,  which  the 
historians  have  given  us,  of  some  fragments  of 
Greek  music  that  have  come  down  to  our  time.  I 
cannot  guaranty  the  accuracy  of  the  deciphering ; 
but  can  anybody  comprehend  how  the  most  en- 
thusiastic admirer  of  this  music,  J.  J.  Kousseau, 
could  have  placed  the  musical  text  of  a  hymn  to 
Nemesis  and  an  Ode  of  Pindar,  deciphered  in 
this  way,  by  the  side  of  a  Canadian  song,  as  if  on 
purpose  to  convince  the  ears  of  all  the  world  of 
the  Immense  superiority  of  the  Iroquois  composer 
to  those  of  Athens  or  of  Corinth  ?  We  can  more 
easily  comprehend  the  error  of  the  learned  philolo- 
gists and  archeologists,  who  were  no  musicians 
like  J.  J.  Rousseau.  These  had  to  declare  them- 
selves for  the  Greek  music,  first  and  chiefly,  be- 
cause It  was  Greek ;  secondly,  because  they  had 
never  heard  It;  thirdly  and  finally,because,  as  Vol- 
taire maintains,  it  is  the  special  prerogative  of  the 
deaf  to  judge  about  music,  and  here  the  ignorance 
outweighs  the  deafness.  But  let  us  be  fair.  How 
could  the  Hellenists,  for  whom  genuine  music 
perhaps  were  the  most  disagreeable,  possibly  resist 
the  temptation  of  a  rich  Greek  nomenclature,  and 
of  the  weighty  lexicography  and  enormous  theo- 
retic complication,  which  took  the  place  of  musical 
Art  with  the  most  civilized  people  of  antiquity  ? 
A  doctrine  of  signs  or  method  of  notation,  which 
embraced  more  than  1500  signs ;  a  division  of 
scales  or  modes  according  to  provinces,  so  that 
there  were  almost  as  many  essentially  distinct 
systems  of  music,  as  there  were  territorial  desig- 
nations in  the  Hellenic  confederation  ;  the  division 
of  scales  Into  conjunct  and  disjunct  tetrachords, 
into  fixed  and  moveable  intervals,  on  which  de- 
pended the  alternation  between  the  three  genera, 
the  diatonic,  chromatic  and  enharmonic ;  then  the 
marking  of  every  note  of  the  Great  System 
(which  to-day  appears  small  enough)  with  a  par- 
ticular and  euphonious  name,  as  Paranete  liyper- 
boleon,  Irite  synnemenon,  Lychanos  hypaton, 
Proslambenomenos  !  How  finely  that  sounds,  and 
what  a  poor  figure  our  modern  C,  our  D  and  our 
G  play  by  the  side  of  that ! 

In  all  this  a  musician  can  find  nothing  but  arbi- 
trary, artificial  laws  in  place  of  the  laws  of  nature. 
What  sort  of  Music  can  that  be  called,  which 
changes  Its  scale  with  every  change  of  place ; 
which  progresses  by  Fourths  (in  the  Enharmonic 
genus) ;  which  has  scarcely  any  other  Melody 
than  the  modulations  of  the  voice  in  speaking  set 
in  notes,  and  no  other  rhythm  than  the  long  and 


short  syllables  of  the  poetic  metre ; — a  Music, 
which  abhors  all  progress;  which  allows  the  addi- 
tion of  no  more  strings  to  the  lyre,  even  when  the 
player  recognizes  the  necessity  of  more  ;  which 
believes  the  public  morals  Interested  In  maintaining 
the  impediments  erected  by  its  principles,  which 
bear  only  the  stamp  of  a  dogmatic,  that  Is  to  say 
an  utterly  false  science  V  It  seems  to  me,  how- 
ever, that  the  ancients  saw  in  music  rather  a 
national  and  political,  than  a  natural  Institution,  a 
universal  language,  whose  fundamental  prin- 
ciples are  strictly  grounded  in  Itself,  and 
which  rejects  every  tradition  outside  of  its  own 
laws.  Since  the  Greek  music  found  Itself  neither 
in  the  state  of  nature  nor  in  the  state  of  Art,  It 
necessarily  perished  with  the  special  conditions  of 
Its  existence,  which  were  created  for  It  by  the 
national  prejudices  and  by  the  prosody  of  the 
national  language. 

But  how  are  the  wonderful  effects  of  this  music 
to  be  explained  ?  Let  us  leave  miracles,  which 
one  can  only  accept  when  faith  compels  him  ;  let 
us  pass  by  Thaletas  of  Crete,  who  by  his  lyre 
delivered  the  Lacedemonians  from  the  plague ; 
also  the  flute  as  a  remedy  against  the  rheumatism ; 
nor  will  we  inquire  whether  the  slaves,  whom  they 
allowed  to  hear  Greek  music  while  they  under- 
went the  bastinado,  felt  the  pain  essentially  miti- 
gated by  this  philanthropic  attention  of  their 
masters ;  on  the  contrary,  let  us  admit  that  the 
old  music  could  produce  visible  effects,  which 
equalled  and  probably  surpassed  those  of  the 
musical  Art  In  its  highest  perfection.  The  only 
question  is,  in  what  way  this  took  place. 

Forkel  justly  remarks  that  Rhythm  was  every 
thing  in  the  ancient  music.  It  must  have  been 
so.  Since  It  had  no  harmony,  and  consequently 
too  no  melody,  in  the  special  sense  which  we  at- 
tach to  this  word,  there  remained  only  rhythm, 
this  third  element  of  music,  to  occupy  the  place 
of  both  the  others.  History  proves  the  rest.  It 
shows  us  clearly  and  distinctly  on  this  point,  that 
the  Greek  chapel-masters  beat  the  time  with  iron- 
shod  soles,  while  on  the  stage  they  gave  it  out 
with  pebble  stones  or  oyster-shells  In  both  hands, 
and  the  orchestra  marked  the  divisions  steadily 
with  clappers  and  with  cymbals.  To  that  was 
the  musical  gratification  of  the  Greeks  limited. 
And  could  that  content  these  passionate  lovers  of 
music  ?  Yes,  because  it  was  only  a  means  of 
heightening  their  enjoyment;  because  the  maj- 
esty of  their  euphonious  speech  supplied  the  place 
of  melody  and  harmony  ;  because  their  musical 
rhythm,  constantly  measured  by  long  and  short 
syllables,  being  blended  with  the  poetic  rhythm, 
lent  more  power  and  expression  to  the  declama- 
tion, more  accuracy  and  fire  to  the  action  of  their 
players,  and  more  clearness  to  the  thought  of  the 
poet.  More  than  this  they  did  not  ask  of  It. 
Such  a  rhythm  was,  precisely  by  its  servlcea- 
bleness  and  by  its  nullity,  the  customary  and 
necessary  heightener  of  the  enjoyment,  on  which 
the  Greeks  most  piqued  themselves,  who  spoke 
the  most  beautiful  language  In  the  world,  and  ex- 
alted the  poets  to  the  rank  of  Gods.  Blending 
thus  the  impressions  of  poetry  with  those  of 
music,  they  ascribed  such  e.xtraordinary  effects 
to  the  latter  for  the  very  reason  that  it  In  reality 
had  no  existence.  They  heard  a  sort  of  recita- 
tive, the  Melopoeia,  which  lent  all  possible  relief 
to  the  declamation  and  the  cadence  of  the  verses; 
they  were  enchanted  by  this  poetic  harmony ; 
they  were  physically  moved  by  the  noise  of  the 
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instruments  and  the  yet  noisier  beating  of  tlie 
time ;  and  this  commingling  of  sensations  was 
called  music,  and  this  music  possessed  an  infallible 
means  of  giving  extraordinary  pleasure,  and  of 
reaching  the  remotest  listener.  The  real  music  of 
the  Greeks  consisted  in  their  language. 

In  our  days  we  shall  no  longer  find  that  com- 
plete solution  of  the  elements  of  music  in  the  ele- 
ments of  poetry,  in  which  some  writers  saw  the 
triumph  of  both  arts  united,  but  which  was 
nothing  in  reality  but  the  entire  absence  of  our 
art.  Yet  even  at  this  day  Rhythm,  which  was 
the  soul  of  the  music  of  the  ancients,  is  the  chief 
enjoyment  with  a  multitude  of  men.  One,  who 
understands  nothing  of  Melody  and  Harmony, 
who  is  put  to  sleep  by  music,  the  quicker  the 
better  the  music  is,  will  wake  up  in  an  instant 
and  be  completely  carried  away  by  the  rhythm 
of  a  dance  or  march.  The  only  enjoyment  of 
which  a  great  many  respectable  people  are  capa- 
ble, in  a  concert  or  an  opera,  consists  in  feeling 
and  beating  the  time, — a  pleasure  of  which  they 
frequently  are  robbed  by  more  artistic  music. 
For  with  refined  harmony  and  melody  the 
Rhythm  ceased  to  rule  alone  and  continually; 
instead  of  working  only  on  the  nerves,  the  music 
would  address  the  soul,  the  imagination,  nay  the 
spiritual  nature,  and  that  without  the  aid  of 
words,  which  it  has  learned  to  dispense  with,  as 
words  could  very  well  dispense  with  it.  Music 
in  a  manner  disembodied  itself  and  thereby  lost, 
as  was  quite  natural,  its  real  influence  on  the 
masses  and  its  visible  power  over  the  individuals 
best  fitted  to  understand  it.  Its  real  influence,  I 
say,  because  the  noblest  and  sublimest  styles  in 
musical  art  are  much  more  difiicult  to  understand, 
than  the  effects,  which  only  bring  on  an  excite- 
ment of  the  nerves ;  its  real  influence,  even  upon 
those  who  understand  it,  because  impi-essions, 
which  excite  the  senses  strongly,  always  manifest 
themselves  outwardly  with  more  energy  than  the 
inward  and  composite  emotions,  wherein  sensual 
gratification,  the  joys  of  the  heart  and  the  pure 
pleasures  of  the  mind  take  part  at  once.  Among 
ten  thousand  sincere  worshippers  of  Strauss  you 
will  scarcely  find  one  sincere  worshipper  of 
Bach ;  and  we  need  no  assurance  that  the  famous 
waltz-king  of  Vienna  electrifies  his  public  in 
quite  another  way  from  what  the  venerable  Leip- 
sic  organist  ever  could  do,  even  though  he  played 
before  the  conservatory  assembled  in  pleno.  Nay, 
even  if  we  descend  a  great  deal  lower,  to  the 
wandering  troops  of  strolling  minstrels  and  of 
gipsies,  we  shall  see  these  reaping  many  a  time 
enthusiastic  plaudits,  such  as  almost  never  fall  to 
the  lot  of  an  oratorio  of  Haydn,  an  opera  of 
Mozart,  or  a  symphony  of  Beethoven  ;  and  con- 
sequently I  believe  I  do  not  hazard  very  much  in 
saying:  that  frequently  the  more  the  music  is 
improved  and  elevated,  the  more  it  loses  in  im- 
mediate and  actual  effect.  There  would  be  less 
contention  in  our  musical  world,  would  people 
only  bear  this  truth  continually  in  mind. 
[To  be  continued.] 


Sebastian  Bach. — When  at  Leipsic  1  en- 
tered a  hairdresser's  shop,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
shaved.  I  was  surprised  to  see  in  the  inner  parlor 
a  portrait  of  the  celebrated  J.  S.  Bach,  above 
which  was  placed  a  faded  wreath  of  laurel.  On 
my  questioning  the  barber,  he  replied  that  his 
grandfather  had  had  the  honor  of  attending  him 
(Bach)  for  the  last  seventeen  years  of  his  life  in 
his  professional  capacity,  who  was  an  object  of 
religious  veneration  in  the  family.     He  added  that 
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the  last  wig  worn  by  the  great  composer  was  for- 
merly in  the  possession  of  his  grandfather,  who 
had  bequeathed  it  to  his  father,  who  in  his  turn 
left  it  to  him.  His  only  regret  was  that  he  had  no 
heir  that  he  could  leave  it  to ;  but,  although  he 
was  poor,  he  was  determined  not  to  part  with  it 
during  his  life.  I  must  admit  that  I  felt  a  great 
desire  to  possess  myself  of  this  relique.  1  ex- 
pressed my  profound  respect  for  Bach  and  his 
works,  and  then  ventured  to  propose  to  purchase 
it.  My  offers  were  at  first  firmly  refused,  and  I 
advanced  in  my  biddings  from  twenty,  thirty,  to 
forty  thalers,  without  being  able  to  induce  him  to 
sell.  When  I  advanced  the  price  to  sixty  thalers, 
the  barber's  wife  said  quickly  to  him  that,  as  they 
were  circumstanced,  it  would  be  folly  to  refuse 
such  a  sum,  and  the  relique  would  be  placed  in  the 
possession  of  such  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of  music 
as  I  appeared  to  be,  and  taken  care  of  and  respect- 
ed as  it  ought.  The  husband,  vanquished  by  the 
powerful  rhetoric  of  his  better  half,  could  not 
reply,  but,  shedding  tears,  he  fetched  the  wig 
whilst  I  counted  out  the  money.  I  quickly  left 
the  shop,  for,  if  I  had  remained  an  instant  longer, 
I  should  have  left  with  the  poor  barber  both  the 
wig  and  the  sixty  thalers." — Edward  Felis. 


A  Sketch  of  the  History  of  the  Piano-forte 
and  of  Pianists. 

(Continued  from  p,  3G  ) 

By  a  very  remarkable  coincidence,  the  defects 
of  the  harpsichord,  of  which  the  principal  consists 
in  the  deadness  of  its  tone,  and  in  its  assimilation 
to  stringed  instruments  sounded  by  the  fingers, 
such  as  the  cistrum,  mandolin,  &c.;  these  defects, 
I  say,  struck  three  manufacturers  of  instruments 
at  one  and  the  same  time.  It  was  within  a  few 
years'  distance  of  each  other  that  these  three 
inventors,  of  whom  the  one  was  a  Parisian,  the 
other  a  German,  and  the  third  an  Italian,  offered 
to  the  i^ublic  the  fruit  of  their  researches.  Ma- 
rius,  the  French  manufacturer,  appears  to  have 
the  advantage  over  his  competitors  in  point  of 
priority,  for  his  instruments  were  submitted  to 
the  examination  of  the  Academic  des  Sciences 
in  the  month  of  February,  1716,  while  Christian 
Amadeus  Sehroter,  organist  of  the  Cathedral 
of  Nordhausen,  to  whom  the  the  invention  of  the 
piano-forte  is  commonly  attributed,  did  not  com- 
plete his  instrument  till  1717  ;  while  Bartolomeo 
Cristofori  of  Padua,  who  passes  in  Italy  for  the 
inventor  of  the  same^did  not  render  his  discovery 
public  till  1718. 

In  the  "  Recueil  des  instruments  et  machines  ap- 
prouve  par  I'Acade'mie  des  Sciences,"  published 
by  this  learned  society,  in  1716,  we  find,  under 
Nos.  172,  173,  and  1 74,  engraved  plans  of  Ma- 
rius'  three  clavecins  a  maillets,  with  a  description 
of  the  instruments.  This  manufacturer  had  al- 
ready been  known  to  the  public,  in  1700,  by  his 
harpsichords  in  three  pieces,  so  constructed  as  to 
be  able  to  shut  into  each  other,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  travelling.  In  the  instruments  in 
question,  he  evinced  great  invention  and  ability  ; 
for  his  work  presented  a  triple  instrument,  one  in 
the  form  of  the  common  harpsichord,  the  other 
with  a  mechanical  contrivance  above  the  strings, 
and  the  third  vertical.  The  first  differed  from 
the  clavichord  only  in  this,  that  each  tone  of  the 
instrument  was  furnished  with  three  strings,  and 
that  the  hammers,  the  weight  of  which  restored 
the  key  to  its  position,  after  the  string  had  been 
struck,  were  faced  with  leather,  for  the  purpose 
of  softening  the  tone.  As  for  the  rest,  the  ham- 
mer, which  stood  perpendicularly  upon  the  key, 
was  carried  directly  to  the  string  by  the  key 
itself,  without  any  intermediary  aid,  and  without 
any  escape  movement.  In  the  second  harpsi- 
chord, he  approached  still  nearer  to  the  desired 
result,  by  arranging  the  hammers  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that  they  swung  in  a  kind  of  stirrup.  In 
this  manner  they  were  independent  of  the  keys, 
which,  meeting  them  in  their  course,  impelled 
them  against  the  string.  By  this  method,  the 
hammer  fell  after  striking  the  string,  even  though 
the  performer  kept  his  finger  upon  the  key.  By 
different  combinations,  Marius  had  rendered  his 
mechanism  fit  to  be  placed  either  above  or  below 
the   strings.     Finally,   his    third    harpsichord   a 
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maillet  was  a  vertical  one,  in  which  the  key  im- 
pelled a  rod  furnished  with  the  hammer,  directly 
upon  the  strin". 

These  inventions  met  with  no  success  in  France, 
where  custom  is  often  seen  opposed  to  the  success 
of  what  is  new.  Sehroter  was  more  successful ; 
a  few  years  after  he  had  produced  his  piano-forte, 
Silbermann  gave  it  a  finishing  hand,  and  brought 
it  into  vogue.  Johann  Andr(5  Stein  of  Augs- 
burg constructed  a  great  number  of  these  instru- 
ments, whose  fine  volume  of  silvery  and  brilliant 
tone  was  much  admired.  As  to  the  piano-forte 
of  Cristofori,  its  merit  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  appreciated  by  his  countrymen,  for  the 
harpsichord  continued  to  be  in  use,  as  well  in 
Italy  as  in  France. 

I  stated  in  the  preceding  article  who  were  the 
inventors  of  the  clavecin  h  marteaux,  to  which 
was  afterwards  given  the  name  of  forte-piano,  a 
term  expressive  of  the  capability  possessed  by 
this  instrument  of  expressing  the  gradations  of 
power  and  sweetness  of  tone — a  faculty  which, 
as  we  have  seen,  the  harpsichord  did  not  possess. 
I  observed  that  this  important  discovery  was,  at 
first,  coldly  received  by  the  public ;  all  the  re- 
sources of  the  new  instrument  were  not  under- 
stood, and  the  keys  required  a  greater  degree  of 
delicacy  of  treatment  than  those  of  the  harpsi- 
chord; in  a  word,  it  became  necessary  for  musi- 
cians and  amateurs  to  change  their  style  of  play- 
ing, a  circumstance  of  itself  sufficient  to  retard 
the  success  of  the  piano-forte.  France,  which  is 
entitled  to  claim  the  priority  of  invention,  was 
one  of  the  last  among  the  musical  nations  to 
adopt  it.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  history  of  the 
sciences  and  arts,  both  liberal  and  mechanical,  in 
this  country,  affords  several  instances  of  the  same 
kind  of  indifference.  The  labors  of  Sehroter 
were  better  appreciated  by  the  Germans,  and  in 
giving  a  finishing  hand  to  the  result  of  his  dis- 
coveries, Silbermann  rendered  them  popular. 
Not  that  either  this  artist,  or  his  imitator,  Spatt, 
were  guided  by  principles  in  the  fabrication  of 
their  instruments ;  on  the  contrary,  different  pre- 
judices, which  in  our  day  would  be  considered  as 
ridiculous,  formed  a  part  of  their  theory.  Stein, 
of  Augsburg,  though  possessed  of  great  ability  in 
certain  respects,  was  far  from  possessing  the  true 
principles  for  the  construction  of  the  piano-forte. 
We  learn  from  Mozart's  letters  what  was  the 
process  employed  by  this  artist  for  giving  solidity 
to  his  sounding  boards ;  the  particulars  are 
curious  and  well  deserving  of  attention  : — "when 
he  has  completed  a  sounding  board,  he  exposes  it 
to  the  air,  rain,  sun,  snow,  in  a  word,  to  all  the 
variations  of  the  atmosphere,  that  it  may  split ; 
then,  by  means  of  slips  firmly  glued  in,  he  closes 
the  crevices.  When  a  sounding  board  has  been 
thus  prepared,  it  may  be  regarded  as  safe  against 
all  accidents."  There  is  a  wide  distance,  it  is 
true,  between  this  method  and  M.  Savart's  theory 
respecting  the  continuity  of  undulations  of  sound ; 
but  it  is  with  the  construction  of  the  piano-forte 
as  with  every  thing  else — men  begin  by  feeling 
their  way,  and  by  making  numberless  mistakes 
before  they  arrive  at  fixed  principles. 

The  mechanism  of  the  key  was  not,  in  the  first 
instance,  more  perfect  than  the  construction  of 
the  sounding  board;  for  it  consisted  merely  of  a 
pilote  attached  vertically  to  the  key,  which  im- 
pelled against  the  string  a  short  and  light  ham- 
mer, suspended  by  a  leather  hinge,  and  guided 
by  a  thin  shank  which  passed  through  its  centre. 
Stein  discovered  a  better  process,  when  he  de- 
vised the  simple  escapement,  which  still  retains 
its  name  of  German  mechanism,  and  is  still  em- 
ployed in  the  greater  part  of  piano-fortes  fabri- 
cated at  Vienna.  In  this  piece  of  mechanism, 
which  has  the  two-fold  advantage  of  great  light- 
ness and  little  expense,  the  hammer  falls  the  mo- 
ment the^JiVoie  of  the  key  has  described  its  ellip- 
tical curve,  and  allows  the  strings  to  vibrate  at 
liberty,  though  the  finger  still  remain  on  the  key. 
Considering  the  fineness  of  the  strings  used  in 
the  first  piano-forte,  this  piece  of  mechanism  was 
not  only  sufficient,  but  the  very  best  that  could 
be  devised. 

From  Germany,  the  piano-forte  passed  over 
into  England,  and  there  received  some  partial 
improvements.    Zumpf,  a  German  manufacturer,     *  j. 
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established  in  London,  gave  a  higher  finish  to 
several  details  in  the  construction  of  this  instru- 
ment ;  and  such  was  the  reputation  his  piano- 
fortes enjoyed,  that  they  were  in  requisition 
throughout  the  whole  of  Europe.  At  this  period, 
the  best  of  the  kind  had  a  compass  of  only  five 
octaves,  were  mounted  onlj'  with  double  strings, 
and,  instead  of  pedals,  were  furnished  with  two 
iron  springs  ornamented  with  copper  knobs,  in 
the  part  of  the  chest  nearest  to  the  bass,  to  raise 
the  dampers,  or  imitate,  well  or  ill,  the  manner  of 
the  harp.  In  order  to  move  these  springs,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  player  should  use  his  left  hand, 
and  consequently  he  was  obliged,  for  a  moment, 
to  quit  the  key-board.  At  a  later  period,  these 
springs  were  made  to  act  by  means  of  knobs 
placed  against  the  knees. 

In  1740,  Silbermann  and  Spatt  had  already 
spread  a  considerable  number  of  their  piano- 
fortes through  Germany,  and  players  eagerly 
adopted  these  instruments,  which  enabled  them 
to  give  to  their  execution  more  delicacy  and  light- 
ness than  they  could  obtain  on  the  harpsichord. 
Johann  Sebastian  Bach  was  one  of  the  first  artists 
who  played  the  piano-forte,  and  brought  it  into 
vogue  ;  but  it  was  his  son,  Carl  Philip  Emmanuel, 
who  contributed  the  most  to  the  supcess  of  the 
instrument,  by  his  elegant  and  graceful  style  of 
touch,  as  well  as  by  his  delightful  composition. 
The  sonatas,  concertos,  and  fantasias  published 
by  this  excellent  musician,  do  not  abound  in  any 
very  great  difficulties.  It  is  true  that  the  greater 
part  of  modern  pianists  would  consider  the  va- 
rious ornamental  and  other  passages  of  these 
compositions  as  mere  child's  play ;  but  it  is  not  less 
true  that  the  essential  object  of  the  art  is  better 
felt  than  in  that  multitude  of  notes  with  which 
modern  piano-forte  music  is  overloaded.  As  for 
the  rest,  it  can  well  be  conceived  that  the  first 
piano-forte  school  did  not  regard  the  surmounting 
of  difficulties  as  the  ultimate  object  of  music,  and 
that  the  gradual  march  of  showy  and  elaborate 
execution  is  the  result  of  the  necessity  felt  by  the 
artist  of  distinguishing  himself  in  proportion  as 
ability  becomes  greater. 

Carl  Phillip  Emmanuel  Bach  had  for  his  imi- 
tators in  the  German  school.  Binder,  Hunger, 
Kleinknecht,Falkenhagen,  Schiflferth,  Schaffrach, 
Zach,  Schwanenberg,  Kofmann,  and  Kirsten. 
These  names  are  now  forgotten,  like  those  of  im- 
itators of  every  kind  ;  and  yet  their  labors  were 
not  without  utility  in  disseminating  a  taste  for 
piano-forte  music,  as  well  as  in  facilitating  the 
progress  of  this  instrument.  The  most  able  of 
all  these  pianists,  after  the  head  of  the  school, 
was  Kleinknecht;  in  1760,  his  powers  of  execu- 
tion were  regarded  as  very  remarkable.  After- 
wards came  Haydn  and  Mozart  to  give  a  new 
impulse  to  instrumental  music,  and  particularly 
that  of  the  piano-forte.  The  first  was  never 
distinguished  by  any  extraordinary  mechanical 
ability ;  but  his  music  had  the  most  happy  influ- 
ence in  respect  to  the  progress  of  the  art.  All 
his  sonatas  were  of  a  new,  light,  elegant,  and 
graceful  kind.  The  German,  French,  and  En- 
glish editors,  by  multiplying  copies  of  his  works, 
purified  the  public  taste,  which  was  still  some- 
what heavy  in  Germany,  and  something  worse 
than  puerile  in  France.  In  his  compositions  was 
perceived  for  the  first  time,  a  principal  idea  de- 
veloped throughout  the  whole  course  of  a  piece, 
without  scholastic  pedantry,  and  without  detract- 
ing from  the  charm  of  details.  Wozart,  who 
ranked  as  one  of  the  most  able  pianists  of  his 
time,  did  that  for  piano-forte  music  which  he 
efiected  for  all  the  parts  of  his  art — he  advanced 
its  progress  in  a  degree  scarcely  less  than  miracu- 
lous ;  and  himself,  m  certain  parts,  attained  to  a 
degree  of  perfection  which  has  never  been  sur- 
passed. His  fingering  is  not  correct ;  it  is  seen 
that  the  harmonic  feeling  hurried  him  alone,  and 
caused  him  to  neglect  the  regularity  of  the  me- 
chanical part ;  but  his  passages  and  ornamental 
touches  are  as  new  as  his  melodies,  and  are 
marked  with  an  impress  of  originality  that  can- 
not be  mistaken. 

Of  all  the  artists  who  have  contributed  to 
bring  piano-forte  playing  to  perfection,  Clementi 
has  been  the  most  "influential.  Endowed  with 
the  most  happy  genius,  and  uniting  with  remark- 


able manual  capability  great  method  and  reflec- 
tion, this  great  artist  felt  the  necessity  of  submit- 
ting the  mechanism  of  fingering,  and  the  art  of 
drawing  the  tone  from  the  instrument,  to  certain 
fixed  and  invariable  rules.  Without  prejudice 
to  his  brilliant  imagination,  these  two  important 
parts  of  his  art  became  the  object  of  his  studies, 
and  the  result  was  the  most  perfect  organization 
of  the  articulation  of  the  fingers  possible  to  im- 
agine. The  school  of  Clementi  is  considered  by 
the  most  able  pianists  as  the  best  among  the 
many  that  have  been  founded.  Whatever  meta- 
morphosis piano-forte  music  may  be  destined  to 
undergo,  and  whatever  may  be  the  caprice  of 
fashion  in  the  choice  of  passages  and  elaborate 
difficulties,  the  great  art  will  ever  be,  to  draw 
from  the  instrument  the  best  possible  tone,  to 
give  it  power  without  hardness,  softness  without 
weakness,  and  brilliancy  without  loudness.  It  is 
necessary  that  the  fingers  should  possess  an  equal 
aptitude  to  move  with  rapidity,  together  with 
power  and  suppleness ;  that  the  hand  and  arm 
should  be  kept  still,  instead  of  lending  to  the 
fingers  the  dangerous  aid  of  a  factitious  energy ; 
in  a  word,  it  will  be  necessary  to  combine  the 
fingering  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  passage  of 
the  thumb  under  the  fingers,  that  great  impedi- 
ment to  free  and  equal  execution,  should  recur  as 
seldom  as  possible.  Now,  all  this  has  been  calcu- 
lated and  regulated  by  Clementi,  and  brought 
into  practice  by  himself  and  his  pupils.  Such 
are  the  advantages  of  his  method,  that,  at  the 
age  of  eighty,  this  great  artist  still  excites  the 
admiration  of  the  most  able  performers,  on  the 
rare  occasions  when  they  have  the  good  fortune 
to  hear  him. 

Such  are  the  advantages  for  which  this  de- 
partment of  the  art  is  indebted  to  Clementi ;  nor 
have  his  masterly  compositions  had  less  influence 
on  the  direction  which  piano-forte  music  has 
taken  since  the  year  1770,  particularly  in  France, 
England  and  Italy.  More  lively  than  impas- 
sioned, more  pure  than  learned,  more  elegant 
than  powerful,  his  sonatas  have  served  as  models 
of  the  brilliant  yet  solid  style  that  marks  the 
works  of  Dussek,  Cramer,  and  Hullmandel ;  al- 
ways excepting  the  modifications  which  the 
genius  of  these  artists  has  introduced.  Since  the 
appearance  of  Clementi,  piano-forte  music,  like 
the  art  of  playing  that  instrument,  may  be  con- 
sidered divided  into  two  great  and  distinct  schools ; 
the  first,  that  of  Bach,  in  which  a  melancholy 
and  impassioned  character  predominates  and  in 
which  the  fulness  of  the  harmony  is  not  always 
compatible  with  regularity  of  fingering ;  the 
other,  of  which  Clementi  is  the  head,  is  distin- 
guished by  the  predominance  of  melody,  by  bril- 
liant passages,  intended  to  call  forth  the  ability  of 
the  performer,  and  by  an  attention  to  the  me- 
chanical means  best  calculated  to  attain  this 
object.  The  schools  of  Mozart  and  Beethoven 
are  but  modifications  of  that  of  Bach,  as  the 
styles  of  Dussek  and  Cramer  are  analogous  to 
that  of  Clementi. 

Let  me  not,  however,  be  misunderstood  ;  I  am 
very  far  from  thinking  either  Dussek  or  Cramer 
imitators.  They  were  both  men  of  genius ;  but, 
like  the  best  organized  artists,  they  felt  the  influ- 
ence of  the  period  in  which  they  lived,  and  the 
impressions  which  their  musical  education  had 
left :  and  these,  on  the  mind  of  youth,  are  indeli- 
ble. Naturally  inclined  to  elevation  of  thought, 
and  yet  launched  in  early  life  into  the  seductions 
and  pleasures  of  the  great  world,  Dussek  has 
thrown  into  his  music  a  certain  nobleness  indi- 
cative of  his  character,  and  a  charm  redolent  of 
the  natural  gaiety  of  his  heart.  His  harmony  is 
by  no  means  irreproachable,  but  it  always  pro- 
duces effect ;  his  manner  is  less  vigorous  than 
that  of  Clementi,  but  more  gay  and  insinuating. 
The  analogy  between  his  style  of  playing  and 
the  character  of  his  compositions,  was  very  strik- 
ing. Every  thing  was  seductive ;  every  thing  at 
once  indicated  the  native  musician  and  the  man 
of  good  company. 

With  less  enthusiasm,  Cramer  possessed  in  his 
youth  more  purity,  a  remarkable  elegance,  and 
melodies  of  the  most  happy  kind.  All  his  com- 
positions are  conspicuous  for  excellence  of  plan 
and  symmetry  throughout,  and  the  difficulties  are 


made  to  conform  in  the  most  artful  manner  to 
the  character  of  the  melody.  His  execution  was 
marked  by  the  greatest  delicacy,  correctness,  and 
grace  ;  even  now,  though  age  has  diminished  his 
mechanical  agilitj',  he  is  admirable  in  the  adagio. 
A  man  who  had  no  master,  who  formed  no 
pupils,  and  whose  compositions  as  well  as  style 
belonged  to  none  of  the  schools,  acquired  a  bril- 
liant and  merited  reputation  towards  the  close  of 
the  eighteenth  century  ; — that  man  was  Steibelt. 
With  him  the  organization  of  the  composer  had 
great  influence  on  the  education  of  the  pianist. 
This  organization  led  him  to  aim  at  daring  things, 
and  to  attempt  extraordinary  passages  which  ac- 
corded but  ill  with  the  regular  combinations  of 
fingering.  But,  together  with  this  impulse  of 
feeling,  he  also  possessed  a  marvellous  address  in 
surmounting  difiiculties,  though  he  could  not  al- 
ways rigorously  demonstrate  to  others  the  possi- 
bility of  their  execution.  Prolix  and  diflt'use  in 
his  works,  and  incessantly  repeating  himself,  he 
knew  not  where  to  stop  ; ,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
the  warmth  and  passion  which  animated  his  com- 
positions, extraordinary  fecundity  of  melody,  and 
a  style  altogether  his  own,  rendered  his  works  for 
a  long  time  popular  ;  and  they  would,  doubtless, 
have  long  remained  so,  in  spite  of  the  faults 
which  I  have  enumerated,  had  not  the  incorrect- 
ness of  the  fingering  rendered  their  execution 
difficult,  and  always  left  the  success  of  the  per- 
formers uncertain.  I  said  that  his  ability  sur- 
mounted every  difficulty ;  I  may  add,  that  the 
same  impetuosity  which  marked  his  performance, 
was  also  conspicuous  in  his  compositions.  What 
is  more,  though  he  drew  but  a  very  slender  tone 
from  his  instrument,  he  had  a  charm  of  expres- 
sion which  was  irresistible.  It  may  be  said  of 
him,  that  he  never  turned  his  talents  to  full  ac- 
count, and  failed  in  fulfilling  the  mission  for 
which  Nature  had  destined  him.  Misguided  pas- 
sions betrayed  him  into  errors  of  a  serious  kind, 
which  ended  by  estranging  him  from  that  society 
of  which  he  was  formed  to  be  the  ornament, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  it  proved  highly  detri- 
mental to  the  development  of  his  talents. 
[To  be  continued.] 


For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 

From  my  Diary.  No.  XLVn. 

CAMBpiDGE,  Matj  8.  —  Havergal's  History  of  Old 
Hundred,  or  the  "  Old  Hundredtli  Psalm  Tune  "  as  he 
calls  it,  is  not  so  bad;  indeed  I  have  been  reading  it  with 
special  interest,  the  subject  being  one  to  which  I  gave  no 
little  time  and  labor  some  years  since.  That  this  tune  is 
in  the  words  of  Havergal  "  rather  a  fragmental  compila- 
tion tiiau  an  original  composition  "  is  my  own  opinion, 
and  also  that  its  introduction  into  Protestant  psalm  books 
was  the  work  of  a  French  compiler  of  psalms  and  hymns, 
and  that  this  compiler  was  he  of  the  Geneva  Psalms, 
William  Franc. 

Mr.  H.,  I  notice,  is  not  inclined  to  give  a  writer  in  the 
N.  E.  Puritan  (April  19,  1844)  much  credit.  That  writer 
having  copied  the  tune  ftoma  Psalter  of  1662, — a  Psalter 
which  Air.  H.  cannot  find,  and  the  tune  being  as  he  thinlis 
spurious,  he  says  the  American  must  have  "fallen  into 
some  great  mistake "  or  have  "  written  a  convenient 
fable  "  I  As  there  could  be  no  temptation  whatever  to 
write  a  "  fable  "  upon  the  subject,  1  believe  the  writer  in 
the  Puritan  to  be  in  the  right  unless  there  is  a  typogr.aphi- 
cal  error.    I  hope  we  shall  hear  from  him. 

Besides  the  various  readings  of  the  tuue  given  in  Mr. 
Havergal's  book,  here  are  two  or  thi-ee  curious  ones,— in 
copying  which,  unluckily,  round  must  take  the  place  of 
the  old-fashioned  square  type. 

The  example  following  is  from  a  Sternhold  and  Hop- 
kins, printed  \>j  John  Day,  London,  158.3,  and  bound  in 
with  a  Genevan  Bible  of  1684.  Back  of  the  title,  are  the 
following  curious  instructions 

•  "  TO  THE   READER. 

"Thoushaltvnderstand  (gentle  Reader)  thati haue  (for 
the  help  of  those  that  are  desirovs  to  learue  to  sing) 
caused  a  new  print  of  note  to  he  made  with  letters  to  be 
ioyned  to  euery  Note :  Whereby  thou  maiest  know  how 
to  call  euery  Note  by  his  right  name,  so  that  with  a  very 
litle  diligence  (as  thou  are  taught  in  the  introduction 
printed  heretofore  in  the  Psalmes)  thou  maist  the  more 


Q^- 


{(TIN 


/p^ 


BOSTON,    MAY    13,    1854, 


=^, 


45 


^ 


easily  by  the  viewing  of  these  letters,  come  to  the  linowl- 
edge  of  perfect  Solfaing;  wberby  thou  mayest  sing  the 
Psalmes  tlie  more  speedely:  and  easely.  The  letters  be 
these:  V.  for  Vt.  R.  for  Ee.  JI.  for  My.  F.  for  Fa.  S.  for 
Sol.  L.  for  La.  Thus  where  you  see  any  letter  ioyned 
by  tiie  note  you  may  easily  call  him  by  his  right  name, 
as  by  these  two  examples  you  may  the  better  perceine. 
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"Thus  I  commit  thee  vnto  him  that  liueth  for  euer,  who 
graunt  that  wee  maj'  sing  with  ourhartes  and  mind  vnto 
the  glory  of  his  holy  name.    Amen. 
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[Ifc  would  be  hard  to  decide  whether  the  errors  here  are  more 
numerous  in  the  letters  or  in  the  notes.] 

The  next  is  from  a  Psalter,  Sternhold  &  Hopkins, 
bound  with  Beza's  Testament,  1583,  the  title  page  of 
which  is  prmted  from  the  same  plate  with  the  last,  and 
thus  must  have  the  same  date,  1583 ;  yet  the  letter  press 
and  the  music  in  this  are  as  beautiful  as  they  are  wretched 
in  that.    Psalm  C  is  as  follows : 


This  is  from  a  Dutch  Psalter  translated  from  the 
French  and  printed  at  Dordrecht  in  1581.  It  is  not  how- 
ever here  the  Hundredth,  but  the  134th  Psalm. 
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A  Sternhold  &  Hopkins  dated  1610,  bound  with  Parker's 
Bible  1611,  and  having  the  "  To  the  Reader  "  also  back 
of  the  Title,  gives  old  100  in  the  following  very  singular 
form: 


N.  B.— In  the  examples  given  above,  excepting  in  the  last, 
the  letters  belong  on  the  lines  and  spaces  with  the  notes,  to 
which  they  were  intended  as  keys.  As  to  the  many  apparent 
errors,  they  are  carefully  copied  from  the  originals. 

The  other  forms  of  the  tune  which  I  have  at  hand  are 
similar  to  those  given  by  Mr.  Havergal. 

That  Old  Hundred  was  one  of  the  tunes  brought  to  this 
country  by  the  Puritans  and  in  common  use  by  them 
there  is  plenty  of  evideuce,  and  that  it  is  one  of  the  tunes 
so  "  ravibhingly  sung  "  by  the  Indians  at  Natick  in  the 
ays  of  Eliot,  this  circumstance  shows;  in  the  first  edi- 
tion of  Eliot's  Indian  metrical  version  of  ;h  Psalter,  the 
hundredth  psalm  is  given  in  common  metre,  but  in  the 
next  we  iiud  a  long  metre  version  to  suit  the  well  known 
tune. 

When  the  first  American  edition  of  Old  Hundred 
appeared  is  a  point  upon  which  I  find  no  decisive  author- 
ity. Hood  (Hist.  Mus.  in  N.  England,  p.  67)  thinks  the 
music  appended  to  the  Bay  Psalm  Book,  the  first  printed 
this  side  the  Atlantic,  and  that  this  was  as  early  as  1690. 
Unluckily  the  date  is  torn  away  from  the  copy  before 
me,  but  it  doubtless  dates  before  1700.  The  book  is  a 
very  small  12mo,  and  the  few  pages  of  wretchedly 
engraved  music  in  two  parts,  air  and  bass,  are  bound  in 
at  the  end.  Here  Is  old  100,  with  letters  for  "  Solfaing  " 
under  the  notes. 
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In  the  music  added  to  the  21st  edition  of  the  Bay 
Psalm  Book,  1726,  the  tune  is  given  in  A,  and,  though  in 
square  notes,  it  is  divided  oflF  into  measures,  thus : 


Rev.  Thomas  "Walter,  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  published 
his  singing  book  in  1721,  a  regular  oblong  singing  book, 
progenitor  of  a  posterity  whose  name  is  Legion.  The  tunes 
are  in  three  parts,  Cantus,  Medius,  and  Bassus.  Old 
Hundred  is  here  also  in  the  key  of  A,  and  in  rhythm  of 
the  example  just  given — the  first  and  last  note  of  each 
line  being  ^  and  all  the  others  f^.  I  find  in  most  of 
the  early  works  of  this  kind  the  music  occupying  but 
one  side  of  the  leaf,  the  other  being  left  blank. 

In  the  "  Introduction  to  the  Singing  of  Psalm-Tunes," 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Tufts  of  Newbury,  Mass.,  which  appeared 
about  1712,  the  tunes  are  printed  in  letters  instead  of 
notes,  Old  100  is  again  in  A,  and  in  three  parts.  The 
letters  with  dots  after  them  are  equal  to  SS,  the  rest 
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The  first  publication  by  Billings  that  I  have  been  able 
to  procure  was  "  Music  in  Miniature,"  1779  (See  Hood's 
Hist.  Mus.  p.  171.)  I  Ihmk  it  contains  "  Old  100,"  but  it 
is  not  now  at  hand.  After  the  publications  of  Wiilter, 
Tufts,  and  Barnard  of  Marblehead, — say  from  about 
1750 — books  multiplied,  and  most  of  them  contained  our 
tune,  and  very  seldom  if  ever  has  the  melody  been  tam 
pered  with,  though  the  harmony  has  been  given  iu  all 
sorts  of  ways. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  though  the  authorship  of  Old 
Hundred  has  been  a  subject  of  discussion  for  many  years 
in  England — as  in  the  Harmonicon  for  instance,  twenty- 
five  years  ago — yet  Mr.  Havergal  could  find  no  publisher 
in  his  own  country,  and  his  little  work  is  finally  laid 
before  us,  most  elegantly  issued,  through  the  enterprise 
of  Mason  Brothers  of  New  York. 


Haydn  left  no  posterity;  his  heir  was  a  blacksmith, 
to  whom  he  left  30,000  florins— giving  12,000  to  each  of 
his  faithful  servants. 
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BOUND  TOLUMES.— We  can  now  supply  a  Umited  number 
of  bound  volumes  of  the  Journal  of  Music,  for  the  year  just 
expired,  as  well  as  for  the  year  preceding.  A  good  cliance 
(which  will  not  long  continue)  to  secure  complete  Beta  from 
the  beginning. 

Mendelssohn  Cluintette  Clul). 

May  seemed  to  have  at  last  put  to  flight  the 
Parthian  arrows  (called  East  winds)  of  March, 
and  the  thrice  postponed  Benefit  Concert  was 
permitted  to  take  place.  Tuesday  vfas  one  of  the 
loveliest  of  the  tribe  of  May  days,  and  ushered  in 
a  lovely  evening,otherwise  not  musically  bespoken, 
between  the  two  first  of  JuUien's  farewell  nights, 
so  that  all  looked  propitious.  Yet,  strange  and 
sad  to  say,  the  thoughts  of  the  mass  of  classical 
music-lovers  seemed  to  have  got  turned  away 
from  the  music  of  violins  to  that  of  birds  and 
mountain  brooks  and  sea-shores  in  anticipation. 
The  painful  conviction  was  forced  upon  one  that 
a  good  thing  had  been  waited  for  until  it  was  too 
late.  The  Meionaon  was  only  full  enough  to  have 
the  music  sound  well,  but  not  enough  to  represent 
the  real  audience  of  the  Quintette  Club. 

Yet  it  was  quite  a  numerous  and  pleasant  kind 
of  audience,  and  every  one,  if  not  more  hard 
to  please  than  we  are,  found  the  concert  admi- 
rable. In  the  first  place  the  Allegro  and  the 
Theme  with  variations  frem  Beethoven's  Quartet 
in  A  (No.  5  of  op.  18)  were  played  with  re- 
markable precision,  spirit,  and  expression.  Mr. 
Arthurson  followed  in  a  tenor  aria  from  "  Don 
Giovanni : "  Dalla  sua  pace,  which  has  always 
been  omitted  in  the  performances  of  the  opera 
here,  although  it  is  a  most  sweet  and  efl^ective 
melody,  -without  the  bravura  character  of  11  mio 
tesoro.  It  is  sung  in  the  character  of  Ottavio,  at 
an  early  period  in  the  plot,  just  before  Donna 
Anna's  indignant  recitative  in  which  she  relates 
the  story  of  her  wrongs,  and  it  breaths  the  ten- 
derest  and  most  devoted  love.  We  thank  Mr. 
A.  for  restoring  to  us  this  neglected  ireasure. 
His  delivery  was  in  the  finest  taste,  every  phrase 
finished  to  the  due  shade  of  expression,  without 
ornament  or  false  pathos.  His  Italian  accent,  as 
well  as  his  bearing  before  an  audience,  were 
faultless.  We  have  not  yet  heard  the  Italian 
from  whom  we  should  expect  a  much  better 
Ottavio.  Mr.  Heller  played  Mendelssohn's 
Caprlccio  in  B  minor,  for  piano,  (a  Concerto  it 
might  almost  be  called),  with  septet  accompani- 
meut  for  orchestra.  It  is  a  brilliant  piece,  but  the 
rondo  theme  seems  so  much  repeated  as  to  make 
it  seem  monotonously  long  for  Mendelsssohn. 
This  closed  the  first  part. 

The  second  opened  with  Schubert's  "  Thou  art 
the  rest,"  which  was  well  and  simply  sung  by  Mrs. 
Wentworth.  Weber's  Quintet  with  clarinet 
(op.  57)  took  the  place  of  the  Duo  Concertante 
that  was  to  have  followed.  It  is  full  of  the  rich, 
melodious  romance  of  Weber,  and  the  warm  t.ones 
of  Mr.  Ryan's  clarinet  told  most  expressively  in 
it.  Another  vocal  piece,  and  again  from  Mozart ; — 
certainly  the  selections  were  both  choice  and  rare. 
This  was  the  duet ;  Ah  .'  perdona,  from  La  Cle- 
menza  di  Tito,  sung  by  Mrs.  Wentworth  and 
Mr.  ArthukSON,  and  with  such  acceptance  that 
the  pleasure  had  to  be  repeated. 

The  feast  concluded  nobly  with  the  wonderful 
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Ottetto  of  Mendelssohn,  one  of  his  earlier  works 
(op.  20),  and  in  its  way  as  individual  and  vital 
and  imaginative  as  his  Shakspearian  overture. 
There  is  a  singular  richness  and  fulness  in  the 
effect  of  eight  distinct  stringed  parts,  each  with 
a  character  and  movement  of  its  own,  yet  each  in 
harmony  with  all, — for  so  could  Mendelssohn  com- 
bine them.  The  Allegro  moderato  is  large  and 
noble  in  its  expression  ;  the  Andante  deep,  full  of 
feeling,  melancholy,  sombre,  but  not  desponding  ; 
the  Scherzo  one  of  the  happiest  changes  on  that 
fairy  theme,  so  peculiarly  Ms  theme,  a  tune  which 
he  of  all  mortals  was  permitted  once  and  ever 
after  to  hear  and  play  to  us,  and  which  recurs  in 
some  sbape  in  so  many  of  his  compositions  ;  the 
Finale  Presto  was  full  of  fire  and  vigor.  The  im- 
pression received  from  our  first  hearing  of  the 
octet,  two  years  since,  namely  that  it  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  of  Mendelssohn's  works,  was 
altogether  confirmed.  It  is  a  piece,  however,  that 
requires  close  listening,  with  the  understanding  as 
well  as  with  the  ear,  and  which  perhaps  therefore 
would  have  told  more  on  the  generality  of  the  audi- 
ence, had  it  been  given  while  the  mind  and  sense 
were  fresher,  in  the  fore  part  of  the  evening. 
The  Club  were  ably  assisted  in  its  performance 
by  the  violins  of  Messrs.  Suck  and  Eichlee, 
and  the  violoncello  of  Mr.  Maas. 

We  trust  the  Club  will  not  allow  themselves  to 
be  at  all  discouraged  by  such  odds  against  them 
in  the  competition  of  their  music  with  the  Spring 
for  the  attention  of  the  lovers  of  the  beautiful. 
May  had  been  postponed  longer  than  the  concert, 
and  May  will  be  heeded.  The  realization  of  so 
pure  and  fine  a  concert  is  the  best  of  all  guaran- 
ties that  they  shall  not  lack  support  another 
season. 


Jullien  and  his  Orchestra. 

We  should  have  said  with  half  his  orchestra,  if 
the  question  were  of  numbers  ;  but  with  that  most 
effective  half,  in  which  the  real  vitality  of  every 
organization  Resides.  Yet  the  announcement  of 
{out  farewell  concerts,  with  Jdllien  for  the  general 
(together  with  his  staff)  of  even  such  diminished 
forces,  could  not  fail  to  crowd  the  Music  Hall  even 
in  this  warm  weather.  The  programmes  have 
been  essentially  the  old  story:  "Prima  Donna 
"Waltz,"  "  Yankee  Doodle  Quadrilles,"  the  "  Cali- 
fornian,"  "Katydid,"  &c.,  &c.  ;  the  same  inimita- 
ble solos,  lacking  REicHEETand  Bottesini  ;  Mile. 
Zere's  same  old  songs  of  "  Where  the  bee  sucks," 
"  I've  been  roaming,''  &c.,  &c. — in  short  the  most 
hacknied  selection  conceivable  for  those  who  have 
been  familiar  with  JuUien's  concerts  ;  relieved  for 
five  or  ten  minutes  by  the  same  strain  or  two  from 
the  8th  symphony  of  Beethoven,  or  the  "  Pastoral," 
or  the  Scotch  symphony  of  Mendelssohn.  One 
could  not  but  pity  the  musicians  and  Jullien  him- 
self, to  think  how  they  had  been  repeating  these 
same  things  night  after  night,  from  Maine  to  New 
Orleans,  since  they  were  here  last  autumn.  The 
whole  thing,  only  on  a  reduced  scale,  was  a  per- 
fectly stereotyped  repetition  of  the  concerts  that 
we  had  before. 

But  there  was  the  rich,  vivid,  unsatiating  eu- 
phony of  the  collective  orchestral  sound  ;  there 
was  the  wonderfully  perfect  precision  ;  there  was 
the  charm  of  hearing  the  world's  best  solo  instru- 
ments winding  in  and  out  amid  the  polyphonic  har- 
mony ;  there  was  the  inimitable  mastery  of  Jullien 
himself,  with  his  real  genius  for  the  understanding 
and  using  of  effects,  of  the  powers  and  qualities 
of  instruments,  of  feeling  and  playing  upon  that 
wondrous  "harp  of  (not  too)   many  strings,"  the 


popular  taste  and  feeling  : — and  of  course  the  last 
chance  of  enjoying  all  this  was  not  to  be  lost. 

To  the  frequent  hearer  of  these  concerts,  at  least 
if  he  be  a  lover  of  the  highest  music  in  itself,  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  there  would  be  any  attrac- 
tion in  such  programmes,  after  many  hearings. 
One  who  wants  music,  soon  exhausts  the  charm 
even  of  an  absolutely  perfect  mechanism  of  per- 
formance, unless  something  new  and  interesting  be 
performed.  JuUien's  quadrilles  and  polkas  and 
arrangements  are  infinitely  clever  ;  they  offer  gor- 
geous amusement  while  they  are  new  ;  but  if  one 
chance  to  want  more  than  amusement,  if  the  soul 
craves  to  be  fed,  and  filled,  and  restored  to  its 
native  purer  atmosphere,  these  things  grow  feebler 
and  feebler  by  repetition,  even  while  they  grow 
mechanically  more  perfect.  We  have  greatly 
regretted  therefore  that  Jullien  has  not  offered  us 
more  solid  programmes,  as  he  could  do.  Yesterday 
afternoon  and  evening  were  announced  as  his  last 
concerts  in  Boston.  Could  he  not  possibly  give  us 
such  a  Sunday  evening  concert,  as  he  gave  us  once, 
and  which  proved  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  of 
entertainments  to  all  parties  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  we  are  not  of  the  opinion  of 
some  of  our  strong  sympathizers  in  the  love  of  clas- 
sical and  quiet  music,  that  JuUien's  triumphs  in  this 
country  have  done  injury  to  the  cause  of  music.  It 
was  a  great  thing  to  win  so  many  ears  to  listen  to 
rich  tone-combinations ;  to  acquaint  so  many  with 
the  powers  and  glories  of  a  mighty  orchestra;  to 
make  known  to  multitudes  the  characters  of  instru- 
ments and  the  last  perfection  of  skill  in  the  handling 
of  each;  to  give  the  public  mind  such  an  ideal 
of  precision  and  unity  in  a  combined  perform- 
ance ; — and  last  and  not  least,  to  shower  so  much 
brilliant  and  graceful  entertainment  over  our  barren 
and  utilitarian  lives,  at  the  same  time  educating  the 
musical  sense  by  the  most  rapid  process. — The  musi- 
cal soul  and  genius  will  take  care  of  itself. — We  re- 
gret to  part  with  Jullien,  and  to  think  that  such  a 
splendid  organization  of  the  musical  elements  can 
ever  be  dispersed,  as  it  has  already  begun  to  be. 
But  Jullien  is  inexhaustible  in  his  resources,  and 
will,  we  scarcely  doubt,  return  to  conquer  new  worlds 
more  than  once. 


Mr.  Carl  Gartner's  Concert. 

The  Meionaon  exhibited  a  melancholy  sparse- 
ness  of  audience  last  Saturday  evening.  Yet 
there  was  not  a  little  of  good  music.  The  Quar- 
tet in  D,  by  Haydn,  was  in  the  main  very  effect- 
ively played  by  Messrs.  Gartner,  as  first  violin, 
August  Fries,  second  do.,  Eichler,  tenor, 
and  WtJLF  Fries,  violoncello.  The  combina- 
tion was  a  good  one.  There  were  passages  of 
admirable  playing  in  Mr.  Giirtner's  part;  we 
would  he  were  more  equal.  In  the  Eighth  Con- 
certo by  Spohr,  he  displayed  remarkable  execu- 
tion, breadth  of  tone,  energy  and  variety  of 
style  ;  but  the  matter  of  expression  was  consider- 
ably overdone  in  some  parts.  The  same  might 
be  said  of  his  rendering  of  the  violin  part  in 
Beethoven's  Sonata  Duo  in  C  minor,  with  Carl 
Hause  as  pianist — a  glorious  work,  worth  going 
far  to  hear.  Mme.  Eckhardt  exhibited  great 
power  and  richness  of  voice  in  Mozart's  Batti, 
hatti ;  but  the  soft,  inveigling,  coaxing  character 
of  the  melody  was  entirely  lost  in  her  uniformly 
loud  delivery  of  every  note,  not  even  changing 
where  the  rhythm  changes  when  the  dear  little 
Zerlina  wins  her  point.  Mr.  Giirtner's  Fantasia 
on  airs  from  Der  Freysclmlz  made  a  brilliant  and 
efl'ective  piece,  if  only  for  the  freshness  and 
beauty  of  such  themes  compared  with  those  which 
have  been  used  up  in  so  many  violin  solos.  The 
remainder  of  the  second  part  we  did  not  hear. 


SiGNOR  Augusto  Bendelari.  We  ask  at- 
tention to  the  Card  of  this  gentleman  in  another 
column.  Signor  B.  is  an  accomplished  vocalist 
and  maestro  from  Naples,  who  proposes  to  make 
Boston  his  residence  and  give  lessons  in  the  art 
of  singing,  for  which  we  understand  that  he  is 
admirably  qualified.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  re- 
fined culture  and  manners,  and  his  musical  de- 
votion has  not  been,  like  that  of  most  Italians, 
exclusively  confined  to  the  Italian  school ;  but 
also  includes  the  vocal  and  instrumental  classics 
of  the  Germans,  of  which  he  has  been  an  ardent 
propagandist  and  interpreter  in  Naples.  From 
articles  in  the  Gazetta  Musicale  di  Napoli,  it  ap- 
pears that  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  gathering 
the  best  resident  artists  there  about  him,  and  of 
giving  and  conducting  concerts  of  classical  instru- 
mental music  interspersed  with  good  vocal  pieces. 
We  translate  from  a  number  of  that  paper  for 
December,  1852 : 

"  In  this  second  concert  there  was  executed  only 
German  music.  Of  eight  pieces  Mozart  and  Beet- 
hoven were  the  authors.  From  Meyerbeer  was  sung 
the  contralto  romanza  from  the  Huguenots,  by  Signo- 
rina  Leny  Helzel;  Signorina  Bucci  sang  an  aria  from 
Mozart's  Nozse  di  Figaro;  and  Thalberg's  fantasia 
on  Don  Giovanni  was  performed  in  the  most  perfect 
manner  by  Cristina  Helzel. 

"  Of  the  execution  and  selection  of  the  other 
pieces  we  can  only  speak  in  praise.  In  Beetho- 
ven's quartet  in  C  the  young  dilettante  Augusto 
Zingaropoli  distinguished  himself  in  the  part  of  first 
violin.  The  two  quintets  of  Mozart  from  the  opera 
Cod  fan  tutti  were  finely  sung  by  the  Bucci,  the 
Helzel,  the  Mea,  and  Messrs.  Massard  and  Trisolini, 
who  were  accompanied  by  the  maestro  Bendelari. 
Maestro  Lillo  achieved  his  usual  bravuras  on  the 
piano,  performing  with  Pinto  and  Panzetta,  Beet- 
hoven's Trio  in  D.  Finally  the  Symphony  of  Beet- 
hoven in  J)  (arranged  as  septuor)  displayed  a  true 
enthusiasm ;  the  thought  of  that  active  and  powerful 
genius  was  revealed  in  its  unity,  and  under  the 
thousand  phases  it  assumes  by  turns  ;  all  the  cli- 
maxes and  various  gradations  of  coloring  there  re- 
quired were  executed  with  consummate  skill." 

This  seems  to  indicate  that  the  symphonies, 
quartets,  and  trios  of  the  German  masters  have 
their  circles  of  admirers  and  devoted  students 
even  in  the  land  of  Donizetti  and  of  Verdi. 
And  it  is  a  good  sign  when  a  teacher  comes 
among  us  who  unites  the  two  schools.  An  op- 
portunity to  listen  to  Sig.  Bendelari's  singing  will 
be  afforded  at  the  concert  of  Mile,  de  la  Motte, 
on  Tuesday  evening. 


New  Books. 

jl  Tribute  to  the  Life  and  Character  of  Jonas 
Chickering.  "  By  one  who  knnu  him  well." 
12mo.  pp.  :62. 

This  is  indeed  a  beautiful  and  hearty  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  a  man  much  loved  and  honored. 
The  writer,  although  his  name  appears  not  in  the 
book,  is  understood  to  be  Mr.  Richard  G.  P.ikkek, 
a  gentleman  who  has  been  long  identified  with  the 
cause  of  education  in  this  city,  and  an  intimate 
friend  of  the  deceased,  having  been  the  instructor 
of  his  two  elder  sons,  to  whom  with  their  younger 
brother  the  present  volume  is  inscribed.  The  life 
and  labors  of  Jonas  Ciiickerikg  are  'nere  held  up 
as  an  inspiring  illustration  of  the  wide  and  lasting 
influence  of  true  personal  and  moral  worth,  in 
private  no  less  than  in  public  spheres.  More  bril- 
liant men,  men  who  have  sought  and  occupied 
more  dazzling  and  ambitious  positions,  become 
mere  names  in  history,  while  the  influence  of  a 
simple,  industrious  and  genial  mechanic,  the  un- 
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pretending  friend  and  benefactor  of  all  about  him, 
lives  as  a  vital  presence  in  the  hearts  of  all  who 
knew  him.  This  text,  of  the  silent  and  far-reaching 
influences  of  simple  goodness,  and  of  talents  faith- 
fully and  unselfishly  improved,  is  ably  unfolded  in 
the  introductory  pages  of  the  "  Tribute."  The 
leading  traits  of  Mr.  Chickering's  attractive  char- 
acter are  signalized  in  glowing  but  true  colors  ; 
we  are  made  to  see  him  as  he  daily  lived  among 
his  family  and  friends,  in  his  workshop  and  in 
council  with  his  fellow-citizens  ;  the  events  of  his 
life,  the  humble  beginnings  and  successive  expan- 
sions of  the  important  branch  of  mechanical  art  of 
which  his  establishment  stood  at  the  head  in  this 
country  ;  and  the  plans  he  had  commenced  for  its 
still  greater  improvement,  now  rapidly  approach- 
ing their  consummation  under  the  auspices  of  his 
talented  and  worthy  successors,  are  all  so  well 
told,  that  the  book  furnishes  us  with  a  complete 
memorial  and  as  it  were  compendium  of  all  that 
we  are  fond  of  associating  with  the  man.  A  life- 
like portrait  adds  to  the  vivid  impression  of  the 
book.  And  in  an  Appendix  are  preserved  the 
principal  notices  of  the  death  and  funeral  of  our 
lamented  friend,  from  the  periodicals  of  the  day. 
In  a  note  appended  to  the  notice  from  our  own 
Journal  we  are  happy  to  be  set  right  about  an 
on  dit  which  we  carelessly  repeated  concerning 
alleged  difficulties  in  the  choir  of  Trinity  Church 
on  the  last  Sunday  of  Mr.  Chickering's  life. 

AH  who  knew  Jonas  Chickering  personally  or 
in  his  works,  and  still  more  all  who  had  not  the 
good  fortune  so  to  know  him,  should  possess  a  copy 
of  this  little  book.  (Published  by  William  P. 
Tewksbury,  Boston.) 

Ji  History  of  the  Old  Hundredth  Psalm  Tune,  by 
the  Rev.  W.  H.  Haveegal,  M.  A.,  Rector  of 
St.  Nicholas,  and  Honorary  Canon,  Worcester, 
England.     8vo.  pp.  74. 

Everybody  knows  and  everybody  loves  the  old 
tune  ;  and  whoever  understands  the  simplest  rudi- 
ments of  technical  music  will  be  curious  to  read  a 
somewhat  critical  investigation  of  its  origin  and 
history,  and  follow  it  through  all  the  changes  it  has 
undergone  in  various  hands.  It  may  at  first  sight 
seem  a  little  subject  to  have  a  whole  book  written 
about ;  but  our  "  Old  Hundredth,"  or  "  Old  Hun- 
dred "  as  it  is  popularly  called,  is  the  best  type  and 
representative  of  the  whole  class  of  grand  old 
church  chorals,  and  a  true  history  of  one  is  as 
good  as  a  history  of  a  thousand.  You  cannot  trace 
it  without  acquiring  a  fund  of  instructive  informa- 
tion about  the  whole  history  of  music.  The  book 
be/ore  us  fulfils  its  task  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner,  and  is  altogether  a  very  readable  and 
curious,  as  well  as  very  instructive  book.  The 
author,  as  we  are  informed,  in  an  appropriate 
preface  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wainwright  of  New  York, 
is  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  well 
known  here  as  well  as  there  for  his  devotion  and 
his  fruitful  labors  in  the  cause  of  sacred  music. 
Here  also  he  has  done  that  cause  good  service,  in 
sifting  out  the  genuine  from  amid  the  false. — 
Especially  interesting  are  the  eighteen  specimens, 
which  he  presents  us  in  notes,  of  the  treatment 
which  this  old  tune  has  received  at  various  periods, 
ranging  through  the  last  three  centuries.  Here  we 
may  see  it  in  various  rhythmical  forms;  now  plainly 
harmonized  ;  now  in  the  figural  harmony  of  Bach  ; 
now  with  organ  interludes  filling  the  pauses  after 
each  verse  ;  and  also,  ("as  a  good  warning  beacon 
from  the  shoals  of  modern  affectation  and  parade 
of  over-learned  and  chromatic  modulations)  we 
may  find  it  harmonized  on  the  principles  of  the 
"  Dandy  Sublime  "  by  Thomas  Adams,  1836. 

The  vexed  question  of  the  original  authorship  of 
the  "  Old  Hundredth"  seems  fairly  set  at  rest  by 
this  book.  The  results  of  Mr.  Havergal's  inquiries 
on  this  point  are  summed  up  in  the  following  para- 
graphs : 


There  is  no  evidence  that  it  originated  with 
either  Luther  or  Goudimel ;  but  there  is  reasonable 
proof  that  it  did  originate  with  Franc. 

The  only  claim  to  originality  which  the  writer 
of  these  pages  ventures  to  advance,  is  grounded  on 
the  discovery  of  the  sources  from  whence  Franc 
derived  the  phrases  of  the  tune.  Those  phrases 
are  so  palpably  Gregorian,  that  Franc's  construc- 
tion of  the  tune  can  be  regarded  only  as  a  frag- 
mentary compilation. 

Considered,  then,  as  Gregorian  in  its  texture, 
the  Old  Hundredth  Psalm  Tune  is  indeed  very  old, 
much  older  than  is  commonly  imagined.  Its  sev- 
eral strains  had  been  sung  by  Christian  voices  not 
only  a  thousand  years  before  Luther  was  born,  but 
for  centuries  before  the  Papal  system  was  devel- 
oped. 

Viewed  in  this  light,  the  author  is  right  in  saying 
that  "  the  old  tune  assumes  a  new  interest,  and  its 
antique  tones  vibrate  with  a  freshened  impulse." 
(NeiD  York:  Mason  Brothers.) 


Musical  Intelligence. 

Local. — It  is  enough  to  read  the  progi"amme  of  Mile. 
DE  LA  Motte's  concert  for  Tuesday  evening.  Every 
piece  Is  classical,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  fantasia 
by  Prudent.  Besides  this,  the  young  lady  pianist  plays 
a  sonata  of  Beethoven,  and  in  a  quatuor  of  Mendelssohn. 
She  has  also  the  aid  of  the  Quintette  Club,  and  of  Sig. 
Bekdelaki,  from  Naples,  who  will  sing  a  French  and 
an  Italian  song,  by  composers  honored  abroad,  yet  new 
to  us. 

Dodwoeth's  celebrated  band,  from  New  York,  are  to 
'give  us  a  taste  of  their  unrivalled  performances  in  the 
Music  Hall  on  the  evening  of  the  23d.  The  hearing  of 
them  will  raise  our  standard  of  out-door  music. 

Our  friend  Schnapp,  we  hear,  has  organized  a  new 
band,  similar  to  the  Serenade  Baud,  to  be  called  the 
'•  Boston  GermauJa  Band."  They  are  engaged  for  the 
summer  at  Nahant. 

We  learn  that  Mr.  Arthueson  proposes  to  give  three 
afternoon  concerts  in  the  Meionaon.  Particulars  next 
week. 

New  York.  —  Tlie  New  Opera  Bouse. — We  are  in- 
formed that  Wax  Muretzek  has  become  the  lessee  of  the 
newly  erected  Academy  of  Music,  tor  the  coming  year, 
at  a  rent  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Maretzek  is  at 
present  in  Vienna,  and  the  arrangement  in  question  has 
been  consummated  here  by  several  of  his  Iriends,  wbo 
finally  completed  and  sent  the  contract  to  him  by  the 
steamer  of  the  6th  mst.  By  one  of  the  clauses  ot'  th^ 
contract,  the  owners  of  the  Academy  stipulate  for  a  re- 
duction of  the  rent  m  the  event  of  Mr.  JIaretzek  being  at 
unusual  expense  to  procure  some  of  the  great  operatic 
celebrities  of  Europe,  or  in  case  of  his  obtaining  new 
operas  of  distinguished  composers,  never  y&x.  brought  out 
ill  Europe.     He  is  after  Mdlle.  Wagner  or  Oruvelli. 

The  edifice  of  the  Academy  of  Music  is  rapidly  going 
on  to  completion.  It  is  expected  that  it  will  be  finished 
by  the  1st  of  August,  and  opened  the  first  of  September. 
Its  acoustic  merits  have  already  been  tested  and  found 
to  be  of  the  first  order.  The  building  will  be  the  largest 
place  of  public  entertainment  in  the  city,  and  is  expected 
to  accommodate  4,000  persons.  The  lease  was  oflered 
to  Mr.  Hackett,  who  declined  it  on  account  of  the  exor- 
bitant price,  and  extraordinary  privileges  demanded  by 
the  lessors.  In  addition  to  the  annual  rent  (530,000)  they 
required,  for  every  respective  share  (some  260  in  all),  the 
free  privilege  of  an  admission  with  a  seat  secured,  and 
the  right  also  to  dispose  of  and  to  transfer  such  privileges. 
Mr.  Hackett  still  holds  and  intends  to  carry  out  in  our 
northern  capitals  his  contract  with  Grisi  and  Mario,  who 
are  bound  to  him  to  arrive  here  in  August.  Mr.  H.  is 
negociating  in  Paris  and  London  for  an  eminent  contralto, 
basso,  and  baritone,  through  a  competent  agent  there. — 
N.  Y.  Mirror. 


Signor  AITGUSTO  BENDELARI, 

(FKOJI      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINGING. 

Kesidence,  ■Winthrop  House,  Boston. 
May  13  tf 

Oermania  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E.  TELTOW,  Agent. 
ii  14  tf  30  Fayette  Street. 


OBAND  CONCEKT. 

MLLE.  GABKIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE'S  Grand  Concert  will 
lake  pliice  on  TUESDAY  EVENING,  May  16,  at  Messrs. 
CuiCEEKiNQ's  Saloon,  Masonic  Tkmi'LE,  on  which  occasion  she 
will  be  assisted  by  the  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club, 
and  Mr.  Augusto  Bendelari,  (from  Naples,)  Lis  first 
appearance  in  Boston. 

PROCRAMME. 
Part  I. 

1.  Quartette  No.  1,  in  F,  op.  18, Beethoven. 

Allegro  con  brio. — Adagio  Affcttuoso. 
Mendelssohn  Qdintette  Club. 

2.  Canto  Popolare  Toscano,  *'  Speranza  del  mio  core," 

Mr.  AuoDBTO  Bendelaei.  Gordiglani. 

3.  Grand  Quatuor,  in  B  minor,  op.  3, Mendelssohn. 

(Piano-forte,  Violin,  Viola  and  Violoncello.) 

Allegro  Agitato. — Andante. — Scherzo  Presto. — Finale, 

Allegro  Vivace. 

Mile.  Gabrielle  be  la  Motte,  Mr.  August  Fries,  Mr.  Gus- 

TAT  Krebs  and  Mr.  Wulf  Fries. 

Part  II. 

4.  Clarinette  Quintette,  op.  47, Weber. 

Adagio.  —  Hondo  Allegro  Finale. 
Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. 

5.  Grand  Sonata,  in  F  minor,  No.  1,  op.  2, Beethoven. 

Allegro  ■ — Adagio. — Minuetto  Allegretto  and  Trio. — Prestissimo. 

Mile.  Gabrielle  de  la  Motte. 

6.  Ave  Maria,  arranged  for  Quintette, Schubert. 

Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. 

7.  Grand  Fantasia,  on  Robert  toi  que  j'aime, Prudent. 

(From  the  opera  Robert  le  Diable.) 
Mile.  Gabrielle  de  la  Motte. 

8.  Romanza  :  L'amant  qui  vous  implore," Grisar. 

Mr.  AuGUSTo  Bendalari. 

DC?^The  Concert  will  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
0=°Single  Tickets  to  be  had  at  all  the  principal  Music  Stores, 
and  at  the  door  on  the  Evening  of  the  Concert. 


BY 

DODWORTH'S   CELEBRATED   BAND, 

OF    NEW    YORK, 
WILL  TAKE  PLACE 

AT  THE  BOSTON  MUSIC  HALL, 

On  Tuesday  Evening,  May  23,  1854. 

ttiT^Tickets  50  cents,  to  be  had  at  the  usual  places  and  at  the 
door. 


Baker's  New  Mnsic  Book. 

WE  HATE  IN  PRESS, 

And  shall  publish  about  the  10th  of  May, 

A  Ti'EMV  JTJVEIVIL,E  SOIVG  BOOK, 

By  Prof.  B.  F.  BAKER, 

ENTITLED 

BAKER'S  SCHOOL  MUSIC  BOOK. 

Ifc  will  be  a  -n-ork  of  over  200  pages,  mostly  NEW  AND 
BEAUTIFUL  SONGS,  adapted  to  the  School  Koom,  and  for 
social  and  public  gatherings.  From  what  we  know  of  the  time 
taken,  and  the  gi'eat  care  used  in  preparing  thip  new  music 
book,  we  doubt  not  it  will  rank  among  the  best  which  have  been 
offered  to  the  musical  public.  In  addition  to  its  beautiful 
Poetry  and  Music,  it  will  contain  a  System  of  Elementary 
Instruction,  simple,  clear,  concise  and  yet  full,  and  so  admir- 
ably adapted  to  the  youthful  mind  as  to  insure  a  rapid  ad- 
vancement in  this  charming  science. 

Teachers  of  Music  in  Academies,  Public  and  Private  Schools, 
&c.,  are  most  respectfully  requested  .,to  send  for  copies  of  this 
work  for  examination. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT  &   CO., 

Publishers,  Boston. 
JEWETT,    PROCTOK    &    WOKTHINGTON, 
Apr  29    3t  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


CHICKERINa    &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


tf 


TTABEKOOMS, 

3VC.A.S01SriO     TEIMI'IjaS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON. 

A  SOPRANO  WANTED. 

FOR  a  church  in  Savannah,  Ga.  A  good  soprano  singer, 
and  one  who  is  a  good  musician  and  teacher,  "would  receive 
a  fair  salary,  and  find  scholars.  For  further  particulars  en- 
quire at  this  ofiiee.  March  11  Sm. 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


dJ 


GKEAT  BOOK  IN  PRESS. 

MOORE'S  ElfCYCLOP^lDIA  OF  MUSIC: 

COMPILED  BY  JOHN  W.  MOORE, 

With  the  assistance  of  other  distinguished  men  in  the  musical 
■world.  The  intention  of  the  author  is  to  make  a  most  com- 
plete and  thorough  work  of  the  above,  which  will  be  a:  desid- 
eratum in  the  world  of  music.  It  will  be  published  in  one 
elegant  Royal  Octavo  vohime  of  about  900  pages,  double  col- 
umns, and  will  contain  a  complete 

Dictionary  of  Musical  Terms, 

A  HISTOKT  OF  THE  SCIENCE  OF  MHJSIC, 

from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  on  Harmony  and  Thorough  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  Musical  Instruments,  with  the 
names  of  the  most  distinguished  makers,  and  a  complete  Musi- 
cal Biography  of  over  three  thousand  of  the  most  distinguished 
Composers  and  Musicians  who  have  ever  lived.  Mr.  Moore  has 
spent  several  years  in  compiling  this  valuable  work.  It  is  now 
going  through  the  press  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S. — The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluable 
to  every  professional  musician,  and  to  every  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring  ;  we  hope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  has 
been  delayed  on  account  of  the  immense  labor  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  the  difficulty  of  stereotyping  a  work  so  full  of  examples. 
The  delay,  however,  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  be $4  00. 

The  price,  bound  in  half  calf,  will  be.  ...4  50. 
JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  &  Co., 
Publishers,  17  and  19  Cornhill,  Boston  ; 
JEWETT,  PROCTOR  &  WORTHINGTON, 
Cleveland. 
"Will  be  for  sale  by  all  the  book  and  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  Eeb.  11. 

John  Btmyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   ENTrRE  AND   INIMITABLE  ALLEGOET  OP 

THE    PILGRIM^S    PROGRESSj 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  p;issed,  on  hisjourney  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  moat  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  Publisher. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  authorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

G.  A.  SCHMITT,  (From  Germany,) 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-POIiTE. 

IS  now  prepared  to  give  lessons  at  the  residence  of  pupils  or 
at  his  own  residence.  No.  7  Haymarket  Place. 
Mr.  S.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music  stores  of  Oliver  Ditson 
or  Nathan  Richardson. 

Refers   to  the  following  gentlemen  :  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq., 
Hallett,  Davis  &  Co.,  Oliver  Ditson,  Nathan  Richardson. 
Oct.  8. 


N,    D.    COTTON, 

IMPOKTEK  AND   DEALER  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

]Vo.  13  Tremout  Rotv,  Boston. 

*#*    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

16  tf 

GEOEGE  J.  WEBB  &  GO'S 

PIANO-FORTE   WAREROOMS: 

Cliamljers,  IVo.  3  Winter  Street,  Bost^ou. 

AT  this  Establi-shment  may  be  found  an  elegant  and  exten- 
sive assortment  of 

PIANO-FORTES, 

at  all  prices,  warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  the  essential  properties  of  Tone,  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
Style,  and  Finish.    None  others  will  be  kept. 
Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AND  GTTITAES. 

Mr.  "Webb's  long  experience  in  the  profession  of  Music,  ena- 
bles UB  to  assure  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  may 
find  it  inconvenient  to  visit  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
{naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desired,)  as  by  personal 
examination;  and  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders, 
can  implicitly  rely  upon  the  exercise  of  Mr.  Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  favor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  be  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit. 

17"  SOLD  AT  MANUFACTURERS'  PRICES. 

Agents  for 

lighte,  TTe-wton  &  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &,  Co.'s  do.       Boston. 

Goodman  &  Baldwin's  Melodeons. 
Feb  19    6m 


BAKER'S 

MODERN     INSTRUCTIONS 

for  the 

A  Thorough  and  Progressive  Course  of  Study,  imparting 
a  Complete  and  Systematic  Knowledge  of 

MODERN   PIANO-FORTE   PLAYING, 

Illustrated  with  numerous  Examples  and  Exercises  on  all  the 
Tarious  Fingerings  adopted  by  the  most 

Eminent  Pianists  ol  tUe  Modern  ScUool., 

Interspersed  with  Morceaux  from 

Spohr,  Beethoven,  Mozart,  Eossini,  Bellini,  Herz,  &c. 

Also,  Rules  for  the 

FORMATION   OF   THE    HAND, 

With  Selections  from 

MElVDEIiSSOHN,  DOHLjCR,  THAI,BERG,  .fee. 

BY    THOMAS    BAKER. 

The  style  of  Piano-forte  Music  being,  within  the  last  few 
years,  so  entirely  changed,  and  a  New  School  established,  it  is 
necessary  to  pursue  a  different  course  of  Instruction  so  as 
gradually  to  develope  to  the  Student  the  beauties,  and  pecu- 
liarities of  The  Modern  School.  Many  good  players  are  una- 
ble to  execute  Modern  Piano-forte  Music,  from  not  having 
undergone  the  proper  course  of  Instruction  to  simplify  and 
explain  what  appears  to  them  impossible  of  execution.  I 
have  compiled  a  Modern  Piano-forte  Tutor,  with  a  view  to 
facilitate  the  labors  of  the  Student  in  this  branch  of  Art,  and 
formed  a  plan  of  Instruction,  which,  I  trust,  will  be  found 
acceptable  and  useful. 

To  attain  proficiency  on  the  Piano-forte,  it  is  necessary  to 
commence  learning  it  at  an  early  age.  How  essential,  there- 
fore, that  the  course  of  Instruction  to  be  imparted  should  be 
so  arranged  aud  divided  as  to  prevent  the  young  beginner  from 
learning  as  a  Parrot,  or  being  confused  and  alarmed  with  the 
numerous  difficulties  to  be  unravelled. 

The  first  Rudiments  of  Music,  I  conceive,  should  be  explained 
in  a  clear  and  simple  manner,  avoiding  all  that  is  not  absolutely 
necessary.  It  is  an  erroneous  idea,  conceived  by  many,  that 
indifferent  Instruction  may  be  employed  to  develope  the  Ele- 
mentary principles  of  Music  to  young  Pupils,  and  that  a  good 
Master  is  only  requisite  when  the  Student  is  more  advanced  i 
under  this  impression,  many  a  child  gifted  with  brilliant 
talents,  has  disappointed  the  expectations  of  its  friends,  and 
bad  habits  have  been  engendered,  which  subsequent  tuition 
has  seldom  been  able  to  correct. 

However  simply  laid  down  instructions  may  be,  the  aid  and 
care  of  a  competent  Master  is  essential  to  commence  and  direct 
the  Studies  of  the  Pupil,  under  whose  guidance,  what  other- 
wise would  have  appeared  a  task,  will  become  a  pleasure,  and 
be  attended  with  the  best  results. 

The  Pupil,  by  practising  the  Lessons  and  exercises  introduced 
throughout  this  Work,  will  find  as  he  progresses,  how  soon  he 
will  be  enabled  to  conquer  the  difficulties  which  abound  in 
Modern  Piano-forte  Music,  especially  in  the  Works  of  Thal- 
berg,  and  other  great  Pianists. 

By  a  careful  and  diligent  study  of  the  Examples  I  have  laid 
down,  I  am  sanguine  to  believe  that  the  Student  may  arrive  at 
a  thorough  knowledge  and  rapid  acquirement  of  this  delightful 
branch  of  Art;  and  should  my  little  work  stimulate  the  youth- 
ful aspirant  through  his  career,  and  render  his  labors  more 
facile  and  interesting,  the  pleasure  I  have  experienced  in  its 
compilation  will  be  fully  realized. 

Price $1,50. 

Published  by  OLIVEK  DITSOlSr,  Boston: 

J.  B.  Gould,  Philadelphia:  D.  A.  Truas,  Cincinnati:  Berry 

&  Gordon,  New  York. 


In  all  its  various  branches, 

NEATLY   AND    PKOMPTLX   EXECUTED, 

BY    EDWAIID    L.    BALCH, 

©flitt  Journal  of  ^\\isit,  No.  21  ^fljool  Si. 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  him  bv  the  Mass. 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  worl£mansliip, 
may  be  seen  at  his  office. 

O"  MUSIC    prepared  for   Stereotyping. 

F.  P.  MtJLLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MOSIC  AND  OliGANIST  at  the  Old  South 
Church ;  ORGANIST  of  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society  ; 
ORGANIST  of  the  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Residence,  No.  3  'Winter  Place,  Boston. 

iiTtf 


JUST  PUBLISHED, 

CHORUS  PARTS  to  Mendelssohn's  Oratorio  of  ELIJAH. 
CHORUS  PARTS  to  Handel's  Oratorio  of  the  MESSIAH. 
CLASSICAL  CHORUS  BOOK,  by  Bakek  &  SomaJED. 
PESTALOZZIAN  SCHOOL  SONG  BOOK,  by  Geo.  W.  Peatt. 

George  P.  Eeed  &  Co.,  Publishers, 
nov  5  13  Tremont  Street. 

MARTIN'S  GUITARS. 

THE  subscribers  are  sole  agents  for  this  city,  for  the  sale  of 
those  justly  celebrated  Guitars.     Prices  from  Sr30  to  S60. 
Every  instrument  is  warranted  to  stand  this  climate. 

GEO.  P.  REED  &  CO.,  13  Tremont  Street. 

HE'WS'    PATENT 

AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE:. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  368  Waskington  St.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER  AND   DEALER   IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  344-  W^asliington  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TONED,  f  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 

PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gray's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

References. 

Messrs.  Chickering,  .T.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Punchard,  Boston. 

Messrs.  George  Peabodt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.    3m. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHER  OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Kichardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Keed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Kow. 

References  :— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  Sc. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

LESSONS  IN  SINGING, 
FREnERIC    RUnOLPH 

RESPECTFULLY  announces  his  intention  to  remain  in  Bos- 
ton and  give  instruction.s  in  the  art  of  Siugiog. 
Orders  may  be  addressed  to  him  at  his  residence  (United 
States  Hotel  J,  or  at  the  music  store  of  Mr.  Wade  or  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson. 3m  Feb,  11. 


MUe.  GABEIEILE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

GIVES 

INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

ANn  MAY  BE  ABDRESSED  AT 

Feb.  4    3m  55  HANCOCK:  STREET. 

OTTO    DRESEL 
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GANYMEDE. 

FBOM  GOETHE. 

How,  in  morning-brightness, 

Thou  round  me  glowest. 

Spring,  0  beloved ! 

With  thousand-fold  siveet  love's  delight. 

How  to  my  heart  shoots 

Thine  eternally-glowing 

Holiest  warmth, 

Thine  infinite  Beauty ! 

Could  I  but  around  it  throw 
These  longing  arms! 

Ah !  upon  thy  breast  I 
Lie,  I  languish, 


And  feel  thy  blossoms,  thy  grass 

Pressing  close  to  my  heart. 

Thou  cool'st  the  fiery 

Thirst  of  my  bosom, 

Loveliest  morning  wind  I 

There  calls  the  nightingale 

Loving  to  me  from  out  the  thicket's  shade. 

I  come !  I  follow ! 

But  whither?  ah!  whither? 

Aloft !  aloft  it  strives ! 

The  clouds,  as  they  float,  cling 

Backwards;  the  clouds  all 

Bend  themselves  to  love's  tender  longing. 

Me!  me! 

To  your  soft  bosom 

Upwards! 

Embraced  and  embracing ! 

Upwards  to  thine  own  bosom, 

All-bomiteous  Father ! 

\  ^   > 

[Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Eeview  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY  A.    OULIBICHEPF. 
CContinued  firom  p.  43.) 

As  soon  as  we  leave  the  Greek  and  Roman 
antiquity,  which  is  equivalent  to  the  fabulous  age 
of  Music,  we  come  at  once  upon  the  beginning  of 
the  Middle  Age,  a  still  more  barren  epoch  in 
respect  to  Music.  The  cloudy  dogmas  of  the 
Greek  theory,  under  the  safe  conduct  of  two  or 
three  hieroglyphic  fragments,  passing  for  exam- 
ples, opened  a  wide  field  at  least  to  the  inquiries 
and  conjectures  of  the  learned  of  that  time.  There 
they  could  seek  for  the  lost  music,  very  much  as 
the  mathematicians  seek  the  unknown  quantities 
represented  by  x  and  z.  They  could  hand  it 
down  to  us  some  day  in  quite  as  good  a  state  of 
preservation,  as  the  vases  of  Pompeii.  But  the 
period  between  the  fifth  and  ninth  centuries  of 
the  Christian  era  offers  us  not  even  the  compen- 
sation of  the  undiscoverable  x  and  z.  At  that 
time  there  was  neither  melody  nor  harmony, 
neither  theoiy  nor  practice,  neither  monuments 
nor  public,  nor  amateurs,  nor  operas,  nor  concerts. 
There  was  nothing  but  the  choi'al  song  (canto 
fermo)  of  the  first  church,  and  some  fundamental 
laws  for  the  scales  (or  modes)  and  their  notation. 
To  these  St.  Ambrose,  archbishop  of  Milan,  and 
pope  Gregory,  owed  their  musical  celebrity. 

We  have  already  said,  that  the  birth  of  Music 
announced  itself  from  the  moment  when  the  men 
of  the  church,  weary  of  the  everlasting  psalmo- 
dizing  in  unison  and  octaves,  sought  to  put  other 
intervals  together  in  the  form  of  harmony.    But 


when  and  where  and  by  whom  these  attempts 
were  first  made ;  whether  on  the  organ  or  by  the 
singers;  whether  reflection,  or,  what  is  more  pro- 
bable, chance  and  instinct  gave  the  first  impulse : 
all  these  dubious  or  utterly  obscure  points  of  his- 
tory, all  these  questions  lie  beyond  the  field  of 
our  inciuiry.  He  who  would  go  back  to  the  first 
discoverers,  forgets  that  it  was  no  single  indivi- 
duals, but  many  together,  and  belonging  for  the 
most  part  to  difl^erent  countries  and  different  ages. 
Insignificant  experiments,  indefinite  and  without 
firm  foot-hold  as  they  are  in  their  origin,  attain  at 
last  to  some  sort  of  a  positive  result ;  then  come 
the  theorists  and  confirm  the  existing  practice, 
and  elevate  the  fact  to  a  principle ;  the  history- 
begins  with  the  written  monuments.  These  spe- 
culative men,  who  are  often  undeservedly  honored 
with  the  title  of  lawgivers,  naturally  endow  more 
of  evil  than  of  good,  especially  when  the  practice 
is  bad  and  the  whole  matter  rests  upon  a  preju- 
dice. Men  reasoned  still  less  in  the  time  of  king 
Dagobert;  still  fewer  experiments  were  tried; 
dogma  controlled  opinion,  and  authority  held  the 
place  of  logic ;  and  when  they  had  to  take  counsel 
of  nature,  they  asked  the  ancients,  that  is,  sup- 
posing they  knew  how  to  read  them.  The 
Tims  saith  he,  applies  to  Music  as  to  everything 
else.  They  discovered  Boethius,  the  Roman  com- 
mentator on  the  Greek  theories,  whose  original 
treatises,  buried  among  the  fragments  of  the 
heathen  world,  awaited  the  day  of  resurrection, 
that  for  them  had  not  yet  dawned.  Boethius 
boasted  the  excellency  of  Fourths  and  Fifths,  and 
condemned  Thirds  and  Sixths,  because  he  inferred 
from  the  canonical  or  musical  arithmetic  of  the 
Greeks,  which  was  as  false  as  their  music  itself, 
that  Thirds  and  Sixths  were  dissonances.  In 
truth,  Boethius,  who  knew  about  as  much  of  Har- 
mony, as  his  master  Aristoxenus,  that  is  to  say, 
nothing  at  all,  understood  how  to  treat  of  nothing 
but  the  melodic  use  of  intervals.  Merely  because 
once  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  were  (after  the  Octave) 
the  most  perfect  consonances  in  the  series,  there- 
fore it  was  taken  for  granted  that  in  Harmony 
also  they  must  be  not  less  perfect,  and  accordingly 
progressions  in  Fifths  and  Fourths  were  instantly 
constructed.  It  was  hideous,  but  it  was  learned, 
it  was  Grecian;  people  admired  and  stopped 
their  ears. 

Hucbald,  a  Flemish  monk,  and  that  too  renowned 
Italian  monk,  Guido  of  Arezzo,  consecrated  this 
monstrous  tone  doctrine  by  the  authority  of  their 
barbarous  Latin. 
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If  there  ever  was  a  great  fame  without  founda- 
tion, a  historical  prejudice  incarnate,  a  sounding 
title  without  substance,  it  was  that  of  Guido. 
Some  writers  of  the  seventeenth  century  saw  in 
him  nothing  less  than  the  discoverer  of  Music  ! 
Others,  too  scrupulous,  or  too  classically  disposed, 
to  dare  to  rob  Jubal,  Apollo,  or  the  Muses  of  such 
an  honor,  were  content  with  ascribing  to  him  the 
scale,  counterpoint,  the  seven  letters  of  the  Gre- 
gorian Chant,  the  notes  on  and  between  the  lines, 
the  monoohord,  the  Organum,  of  which  we  shall 
soon  speak,  the  keys,  the  division  of  the  scale  by 
the  HexacTiord,  even  the  clavichord  and  what  not 
besides.  That  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  the 
glory  of  the  monk  of  Pomposa,  Count  Orloff  said 
of  him  :*'  "  Music  needed  a  man,  a  genius,  who 
should  establish  its  laws  anew,  as  Newton  estab- 
lished the  laws  of  physics ;  and  Guido  Aretinus 
appeared." 

The  compliment  is  very  flattering  for  Newton, 
and  the  only  question  is,  in  what -way  Guido  set- 
tled anew  the  laws  of  Music,  which  before  were 
neither  fixed  nor  known.  Two  lines  with  notes 
will  tell  us  more  about  it  than  whole  volumes  of 
commentaries. 
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There  we  have  Guido  of  Arezzo !  That  is  the 
fruit  of  the  first  experiments  that  were  instituted, 
to  compose  a  sort  of  two-or-more-voiced  song; 
Diaplionia,  Symphonia,  PolypTionia,  Discantus  or 
Organum,  or  whatever  they  called  it.  There  is 
no  trace,  it  will  be  seen,  of  any  melody  ;  of  mea- 
sure quite  as  little,  whether  actually  marked  or  in 
a  certain  manner  understood  of  itself;  it  defies 
the  instinct  of  the  harmonic  law  as  no  savage  peo- 
ple ever  could  defy  it ;  all  the  elements  of  Music 
at  once  are  wanting  in  it,  and  their  place  supplied 
by  the  most  hellish  cat's-musio  ;  and  the  man  who 
made  that,  passes  for  the  great  law-giver  of  Music ! 
O  how  low  he  stood  beneath  the  humblest  minstrel 
of  his  time,  who  at  least  had  ear  enough  to  learn 
the  rude  melody  of  a  ballad,  and  voice  enough  to 
sing  it ! 

But  even  the  dreary  honor  of  settling  the  laws 
of  the  Organum  cannot  be  left  to  Guido,  innocent 
usurper  of  so  many  real  or  imaginary  discoveries, 
that  were  made  before  and  after  him;  Huobald 
has  by  a  whole  century  the  priority  over  him. 
Hucbald  is  the  first  who  speaks  of  Symphonies  in 
Octaves,  Fifths  and  Fourths,  and  the  first  who 
brings  examples  of  compositions  for  two,  three, 
and  even  five  voices.  Only  the  Italian  monk 
gives  the  preference  to  the  passage  in  Fourths 
over  that  in  Fifths,  whereas  the  Flemish  monk 
finds  them  equally  good.  Nostra  (the  passage  in 
Fourths)  autem  mollior,  says  the  first.  Every  one 
has  his  own  taste,  but  for  human  ears  this  subtle 
difference  is  about  the  same  with  the  difference 
in  the  pains  produced  by  a  blow  with  a  stick  or 
with  a  club. 

*Iii  his  History  of  the  Music  of  Italy,  which  I  commend  to 
the  perusal  of  musicians,  not  so  much  for  the  instruction,  as 
for  the  entertainment  to  he  derived  from  it. 


Guido  completed  the  system  of  notation  current 
in  his  time,  but  it  was  not  he  who  invented  points 
with  and  without  tails,  or  more  correctly  speak- 
ing, notes.  Yet  it  appears,  that  he  invented  a 
new  and  important  method  of  teaching  the  Plain 
Chant  to  the  choir  boys.  Therein  consist  the 
services  which  he  rendered  to  Music.  All  the 
historians  have  spoken  of  these  services  ;  almost 
all  have  over-estimated  their  greatness  and  impor- 
tance; but  no  one,  to  my  knowledge,  has  so 
manifestly  exposed  the  incalculable  harm  that 
Guido  has  done  by  his  ridiculous  doctrines  of 
Harmony,  as  Kiesewetter.  In  his  excellent  trea- 
tise* he  thoroughly  proves,  that  the  declarations 
of  this  musical  oracle  crippled  the  career  of  Art 
through  several  centuries,  and  that  his  authority 
still  stood  considerably  in  the  way  of  composers, 
when  they  at  length  understood  how  to  compose. 
I  was  of  his  view  of  the  matter,  even  before  I 
read  him ;  but  I  do  not  allow  myself  to  agree  with 
him  in  the  suspicion  that  the  inventors  of  the 
Organum  had  never  convinced  themselves  with 
their  own  ears  of  its  effect.  "  For,"  says  he, 
"  they  would  have  found  such  a  penance  too  hard 
even  for  a  cloister."  That  Guido,  as  a  theorist,  a 
singing-master  and  a  choir-director,  had  the  music 
executed  as  he  had  conceived  and  written  it,  can 
certainly  admit  of  no  doubt ;  indeed  long  after 
him  a  large  part  of  European  Christendom  sang 
in  Fourths  and  Fifths,  since  otherwise  the  barbar- 
ous words,  to  quart  and  to  quint,  would  have  had 
no  meaning.  And  are  not  the  two  beggars,  whom 
the  reader  may  remember  that  Mozart  heard  sing 
in  the  streets  of  Milan,  a  singing  proof,  in  this 
case  really  the  most  valid,  that  the  harmonic  tradi- 
tions of  the  eleventh  century  had  propagated 
themselves,  as  by  a  miracle,  down  to  about  the 
end  of  the  eighteenth  ? 

Meanwhile,  outside  of  the  scholastic  doctrines, 
and  at  the  same  time  with  them,  doubtless 
even  long  before  them,  other  principles  of  Har- 
mony were  germinating,  whose  results  progressed 
and  proved  by  far  more  fruitful.  We  may  con- 
sider it  certain  that  singing  in  several  parts,  in  an 
extemporaneous  manner,  preceded  the  written 
Organum.  But  what  was  the  character  of  this 
song  in  parts  ?  History  is  silent,  but  there  arp 
cases  in  which  history  can  be  easily  completed  by 
infallible  examples,  taken  from  the  practice  of 
music  in  its  natural  state.  For  instance,  there 
exist  in  Russia  church  singers,  who  are  certainly 
no  better  musicians  than  the  monks  of  the  first 
eight  centuries  were,  and  who  in  all  probability 
execute  the  Grasco-Russian  church  song  very 
much  as  in  the  time  of  the  reign  of  Wladimir. 
So  too  there  is  a  tribe  of  people,  far  remote  from 
all  the  larger  cities,  whose  melodies  and  style  of 
singing  probably  bear  the  primitive  stamp,  and 
deviate  but  little  from  those  that  were  in  practice 
from  the  oldest  times.  If  you  listen  to  the  chorus 
of  the  Russian  church  song  and  the  choruses  of 
the  people's  songs,  you  will  encounter  Thirds 
mingled  with  other  consonances,  and  you  will 
almost  always  hear  the  Fifth  upon  the  Dominant, 
by  which  the  place  of  the  final  cadence  is  sup- 
plied in  the  primitive  national  airs,  and  which  is 
the  reason  why  these  do  not  close  and  only  seem 
to  end  for  lack  of  farther  text.  That  is  the  origin 
of  impromptu  singing  in  parts  throughout  all 
Europe  ;  for  neither  times  nor  places  change  the 
organization  of  men  in   this.     What  these  serfs 

*  Geschichte  der  europaisch-abendlandischen,  oder  unserer 
heutigen,  Musik.    1834. 


and  boors  use  from  instinct,  the  singers  of  Gregory 
and  Charlemagne  could  also  use  instinctively  ;  and 
this  assumption,  borrowed  from  a  case  analogous, 
acquires  the  probability  of  the  most  strictly 
demonstrated  historical  fact,  when  we  see  even 
Huobald  and  Guido,  in  the  progressions  of  their 
Organum,  admit  Thirds  as  it  were  incidentally  ; 
even  these  ill-sounding  Thirds,  despised  in  the 
music  of  the  Greeks.  Must  not  the  musical  truth 
have  been  very  strong,  thus  secretly  to  have 
slipped  into  the  creed  of  these  Greek-minded 
monks,  thus  to  have  sounded  with  a  certain  con- 
viction even  in  their  ears  of  horn ! 

The  musicians  in  the  state  of  nature  made 
Thirds  and  Sixths,  as  Mons.  Jourdain  made  prose, 
without  knowing  that  they  did  it ;  but  to  combine 
Thirds  systematically,  the  immediate  followers  of 
Guido  had  to  advance  on  the  way  to  Accord,  to 
Plarmony,  in  a  word  to  Music.  The  farther  they 
proceeded  on  this  way,  the  more  did  accidental 
usages,  exceptions,  licences,  that  is  to  say,  real 
advances,  gradually  take  the  place  of  the  Organum; 
the  scholastic  leaven,  that  had  so  long  barred  all 
further  expansion,  began  to  dissolve  ;  the  passages 
of  Huobald  and  Guido  were  formally  condemned, 
and  the  steadily  increasing  abhorrence,  which 
they  inspired,  expressed  itself  in  the  sequel  by 
the  famous  law  forbidding  all  consecutive  octaves, 
fifths  and  fourths  ;  which  law  from  this  time  for- 
ward seemed  to  include  the  whole  art  of  compo- 
sition, as  it  had  before  seemed  all  included  in 
invariable  adherence  to  these  very  same  progres- 
sions. 

Thus  Theory,  uncertain  and  perplexed,  moved 
slowly  on,  over  a  thousand  devious  way,  towards 
the  goal,  making  occasional  concessions,  or  rather 
sacrifices,  to  the  ear.  Meanwhile  men  borrowed 
from  the  natural  music  something  elSe,  which 
powerfully  contributed  to  hasten  the  development 
of  Art.  This  was  the  Canto  fermo,  a  unique 
kind  of  chant,  which  differed  from  the  people's 
songs,  and  had  no  measure,  no  divisions  but  the 
loner  and  short  syllables  of  the  Latin  prose,  and 
which  was  simply  spoken  without  musical  rhythm. 
Yet  nowhere  was  it  possible  that  Rhythm  should 
entirely  disappear.  In  every  age  and  every 
place  have  songs  been  sung,  in  which  one  might 
perceive  a  melody,  and  no  melody  is  possible 
without  rhythm.  I  fancy  too,  that  in  all  times 
and  places  men  have  danced,  and  without  a  dis- 
tinctly marked  musical  rhythm  dancing  is  not 
possible.  On  this  side  the  theorists  had  nothing 
to  discover,  and  their  otherwise  very  weighty  and 
very  hard  task  was  limited  to  simply  inventing 
sio-ns  for  what  had  existed  from  time  immemorial 
among  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

From  the  application  of  Rhythm  to  the  above- 
named  experiments  of  a  better  understood  Har- 
mony, naturally  arose  Composition  with  various 
signs,  or  figured  Counterpoint.  Thus  there  was 
already  realized  a  kind  of  virtual  Harmony,  not 
through  the  succession  of  chords,  (which  were 
not  known,)  but  through  that  of  intervals ;  the 
difi*erent  values  of  notes  presented,  at  least  for 
the  eye,  a  kind  of  Melody ;  finally  the  rules  of 
Quantity,  which  were  connected  with  the  notes, 
and  perhaps  also  some  distinction  in  the  character 
of  the  perfect  and  imperfect  tempo,  that  is  to  say 
the  double  and  the  sesqui-altra  (three-fold),  repre- 
sented a  sort  of  measure.  Musical  Art  had 
entered  its  embryo  state. 

Already  some  musicians  began  to  follow  up 
and  analyze   their  dicoveries.     They  soon  re- 
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marked  that  some  harmonic  steps  had  a  tendency 
to  rise,  and  that  the  downward  tendency  of 
others  was  not  less  perceptible.  Hence  that 
old  rule,  which  dates  back  to  Franco  of  Cologne, 
requiring  alternation  in  the  movement  of  the 
voices,  letting  one  ascend,  while  the  other  falls  or 
remains  on  the  same  level,  &c.,  which  is  exactly 
the  opposite  of  the  examples  from  Hucbald  and 
Guido,  in  which  the  voices,  uniformly  composed 
of  isochronic  notes,  almost  always  move  in  parallel 
lines.  Still  later  it  was  perceived,  that  a  sequence 
of  so-called  perfect  consonances  (the  Octave, 
Fourth  and  Fifth)  produced  no  good  effect ;  that 
the  privilege  of  succeeding  one  another  belonged 
only  to  the  so-called  imperfect  consonances 
(Thirds  and  Sixths,)  and  that  the  progression  be- 
came more  agreeable  (more  natural)  by  the  inter- 
mingling of  the  consonances  with  the  dissonances. 
These  last  arose  incidentally  out  of  the  differences 
in  the  quantity  of  the  notes,  which  were  set  against 
each  other,  and  at  first  only  counted  as  tra,nsition 
notes.  The  theory  of  Dissonances,  considered  as 
harmonic  intervals  or  prime  elements,  the  art  of 
preparing  and  resolving  them,  the  naturally  in- 
duced syncopations,  were  reserved  for  much  later 
times. 

I  have  stated  in  a  few  words  the  real  and  im- 
portant advances  which  have  immortaUzed  Franco 
of  Cologne,  Marchetto  of  Padua,  and  John  de 
Muris.  Not  that  they  are  to  be  considered  the 
authors  of  these  discoveries  and  applications,  thus 
associated  with  their  names,  but  because  they  have 
collected  them,  arranged  them  and  explained  them 
in  their  works  as  well  as  they  knew  how. 

But  although  Theory  was  forced  to  accept  some 
truths,  it  still  persisted  in  holding  on  to  the  anti- 
quated Greek  and  Latin  rubbish,  as  the  beginnincr 
and  end  of  all  musical  wisdom,  the  basis  of  all 
doctrines.  It  is  in  fact  a  singular  spectacle  to 
see  how  a  system,  from  which  every  step  of  pro- 
gress took  away  a  piece,  was  step  by  step  defended ; 
how  every  effort  was  exhausted  to  reconcile  the 
ever  increasing  claims  of  the  ear  with  the  ever 
more  imperious  veto  of  our  lords  and  masters,  the 
Greeks ;  how  men  lost  themselves  in  subtleties, 
after  every  breach  made  in  their  doctrines  by  an 
innovation,  to  make  it  appear  that  the  innovation 
lay  already  a  priori  in  Boethius  and  Aristoxenus, 
and  bore  their  sanction.  So  much  is  correct ; 
they  could  see  everything,  find  everythinn'  in  that 
confused  nonsense,  and  for  the  simple  reason  that 
they  saw  nothing  and  there  was  nothing  in  it. 
[To  be  continued.] 


Mendelssohn. 

[From  the  German  of  W.  A.  Lampadius.] 
(Continued  fcom  p.  34  ) 

We  may  here  speak  of  the  extraordinary  suc- 
cess which  Mendelssohn's  works  encountered  in 
various  parts  of  the  Continent.  The  Forty- 
seeoud  tsalm,  and  the  MeeresstiUe  unci  Glucldiclie 
Fakrl  overture  were  given  at  the  Swiss  Festival 
at  Basle,  in  July  of  this  year.  The  public 
journals  spoke  strongly  of  the  effects  produced 
on  the  mind  of  audiences  hitherto  unacquainted 
with  his  inspirations.  On  the  8th  of  July,  "  St. 
Paul "  was  pertbrmed,  under  the  composer's  di- 
rection, at  bchwerin;  on  the  21st  of  September, 
at  Keichenberg,  in  iiohemia;  and,  in  October, 
at  Dresden  and  Mayence.  In  the  year  18-11, 
Mendelssohn  reappeared  at  his  post  in  the  Ge- 
wandhaus,  and  we  read  in  the  Leipsio  newspaper 
of  the  furore  he  created  by  his  playing  Beetho- 
ven's piauo-forte  concerto  in  G  major,  at  the 
twellth  subscription  concert  of  that  season. 

Alter  this   meeting,  Mendelssohn  gave  three 


historical  concerts,  and  filled  his  programme  with 
specimens  of  Bach,  Handel,  Haydn,  Mozart,  and 
Beethoven,  reserving  for  himself  the  choice  of 
compositions,  and  never  introducing  more  than 
two  of  these  masters  on  one  occasion.  At  the 
first  of  these  three  meetings  he  played  the  chro- 
matic fantasia  of  Bach,  and  a  theme  with  varia- 
tions written  by  Handel  in  the  year  1720.  At 
the  third  and  last,  he  accompanied  Schroder 
Devrient  in  Adelaide,  and  directed  the  perform- 
ance of  the  D  minor  symphony.  This  last-men- 
tioned work  was  received  with  great  enthusiasm. 

I  think  it  worth  while  to  subjoin  the  selection 
for  the  Haydn  Concert,  since  the  warmest  parti- 
sans of  that  composer  cannot  quarrel  with  the 
taste  and  judgment  evinced  in  the  choice  of  such 
pieces  as  the  "  Imperial  Quartet,"  the  Motet 
Du  hist's,  dem  Ruhm  und  Ehre  gehulwet,  the 
symphony  in  B  flat,  the  Hunt  and  Vintage  from 
"  The  Seasons,"  with  recitative,  air,  and  chorus 
from  the  "  Creation."  The  beautiful  huntsman's 
song  by  Eichendorff,  Wer  hat  dich,  du  schoner 
Wald,  aufcjebaut  so  hoch  da  droben  ?  with  Men- 
delssohn's music,  was  introduced  for  the  first 
time  for  the  seventeeth  meeting  at  the  Gewand- 
haus.  The  combination  of  sweet  words,  and  still 
sweeter  sounds,  has  made  this  song  a  favorite  with 
half  Europe,  and  who,  that  has  once  heard,  can 
ever  forget  the  mournful  Leiewohl,  du  schoner 
Wald  ?  At  the  nineteenth  subscription  concert, 
we  had  the  good  fortune  to  hear  Beethoven's  An 
die  feme  Geliebte,  sung  by  Herr  Schmidt,  princi- 
pal tenor  at  the  opera.  Mendelssohn  accompa- 
nied him,  and  they  understood  each  other  so 
thoroughly,  that  the  performance  of  this  express- 
ive lyric  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  On  one 
occasion  Schroder  Devrient  was  called  to  repeat 
the  Zuleika  song  of  Mendelssohn,  and  substituted 
the  Es  ist  hestimmt  in  Gottes  Rath.  It  was  known 
that  the  composer  had  accepted  an  engagement 
at  Berlin,  and  the  words  Dock  musst  du  dieses 
recht  verstehn,  wenn  Menschen  aus  einander  gelin, 
so  sagen  sie  auf  Wiederselm,  seemed  to  have  a 
pointed  application,  which  was  at  once  felt  by 
the  singer,  and  recognized  by  the  audience. 
Mendelssohn  played  again,  on  the  31st  of  March, 
one  of  his  piano-forte  duets  with  Clara  Schu- 
mann ;  and  brought  out,  on  the  same  occasion,  a 
new  symphony  by  Robert  Schumann.  When 
we  remember  that  he  seldom  neglected  to  attend 
the  quartet  association,  started  by  his  friend 
David,  we  can  understand  that  the  time  and 
abilities  of  Mendelssohn  were  not  squandered 
and  misused  by  a  desultory  and  inactive  course 
of  life.  The  greatest  proof  of  his  talents  as  a 
director,  however,  was  yet  to  come.  On  the  4th 
of  April,  1841,  Bach's  Grosse  Passions  Musik 
was  executed,  under  his  direction,  by  a  large 
chorus  of  German  amateurs,  who  had  applied 
themselves  most  vigorously  to  the  study  of  a 
work  of  which  musicians  alone  can  know  the 
extreme  difficulty.  He,  Mendelssohn,  began  re- 
hearsing it  in  February  ;  and  surely  our  admira- 
tion of  his  patience  and  perseverance  is  en- 
hanced by  the  recollection  of  the  feeble  state  of 
his  health,  which  never  once  hindered  the  per- 
formance of  duties  requiring  physical  no  less 
than  mental  power.  The  herculean  difiiculties 
of  the  first  double  chorus  in  the  Passions  Musik 
seemed  at  first  insuperable ;  the  case  appeared 
hopeless,  but  cheerfulness  succeeded  despond- 
ency, and  Mendelssohn  could  not  resist  a  hearty 
fit  of  laughter  at  the  continued  Babel  of  sounds 
which  he  eventually  brought  into  order  and  har- 
mony. At  last,  when  each  individual  member 
of  the  chorus  was  certain  of  his  respective  part, 
the  character  and  expression  suitable  to  each 
movement  were  studied,  and  the  chorales,  sung 
pianissimo,  produced  their  intended  effect.  The 
concert  came  off  on  Palm  Sunday,  the  4th  of 
April,  1841,  in  St.  Thomas'  Church;  and  the 
proceeds  were  devoted  to  the  contemplated 
statue  of  the  great  musician.  In  1728,  Bach  had 
himself  conducted  his  Passions  Musik  in  the 
very  same  church  where  now,  more  than  a  cen- 
tury afterwards,  one  of  the  great  lights  of  the 
present  age  was  presiding  at  a  festival  in  honor 
of  his  predecessor. 

We  find  the  ever  active  Mendelssohn  at  Wei- 
mar on  the   15th  April,  conducting  his  oratorio 


(d-J 


"  St.  Paul ;"  and,  in  the  same  month,  by  the  in- 
vitation of  the  artists  at  Dresden,  directing  a  fes- 
tival in  honor  of  Cornelius,  the  great  fresco 
painter  of  Munich.  Honors  of  every  description 
had  been  showered  upon  Mendelssohn  for  some 
years  previous  to  the  time  of  which  we  are  treat- 
ing; and  none  could  complain  that  they  were 
unworthily  bestowed.  In  the  year  1836,  the 
University  of  Leipsic  created  him  a  Doctor  of 
Philosophy — "propter  insignia  in  arte  musicd 
merita" — and  in  June  or  July  of  1841,  he  be- 
came Capellmeister  to  the  King  of  Saxony. 
From  the  earliest  part  of  his  reign,  Frederic 
William  IV.  of  Prussia,  who  had  brought  to- 
gether in  his  own  capital  the  most  eminent  men 
of  the  day,  anxious  to  gain  the  services  of  Men- 
delssohn, offered  him  a  handsome  salary  as  con- 
ductor at  Berlin.  He  could  scarcely  do  other- 
wise than  accept  the  royal  offer,  and  the  king 
bestowed  much  attention  in  employing  him  on 
subjects  well  adapted  to  his  exalted  powers, 
which  may  well  be  believed  by  those  who  know 
that  the  idea  of  Mendelssohn's  setting  the  An- 
tigone of  Sophocles  to  music  entirely  originated 
with  his  illustrious  patron.  But  Mendelssohn, 
not  content  with  devoting  his  time  and  labor 
merely  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  king, 
felt  anxious  to  do  something  for  the  Bei'linese  also. 
He  was,  as  he  himself  said,  "  dem  Preussischen 
Cultus  Ministeriwn  zur  Disposition  gestelU,"  and 
any  restriction  on  his  independent  and  restless 
mind  was  irksome  to  one  accustomed  so  long 
to  follow  the  bent  of  his  own  genius.  Prob- 
ably, for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  Mendelssohn 
complained  of  the  duration  of  his  liesure  hours ; 
and  it  is  certain  that  Leipsic  presented  greater 
advantages  to  the  musician  than  the  city  forever 
memorable  as  the  place  where  the  overture  and 
the  choruses  of  Antigone  were  written.  This 
music  was  composed  during  a  summer  residence 
at  Berlin,  in  the  wonderfully  short  space  of 
eleven  days,  a  fact  which  itself  refutes  the  notion 
that  it  was  a  labored  work,  rather  than  one  of 
those  real  inspirations  only  vouchsafed  to  great 
and  original  artists.  Mendelssohn  had  read  An- 
tigone in  the  original  Greek ;  and  it  is  clear  that 
his  thoroughly  classical  mind,  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  the  old  drama,  enabled  him  to  supply  so 
wondrous  an  accompaniment  to  the  Sophoclean 
tragedy.  The  piece  was  first  placed  on  the  royal 
stage  at  the  palace  of  Potsdam  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Ludwig  Tieck ;  and  on  the  15th 
of  October,  being  the  king's  birth  day,  the  play 
was  given  with  the  music  before  a  select  circle  of 
hearers.  Of  Mendelssohn's  further  labors  in 
Berlin  little  more  need  be  said  than  that  he  con- 
fined himself  to  active  attendance  on  the  re- 
hearsals of  his  oratorio,  "  St.  Paul,"  which  was 
performed  twice  under  his  direction.  Mantius, 
who  sang  the  part  of  St.  Stephen,  seems  to  have 
distinguished  himself  as  the  best  vocalist  on  these 
occasions. 

In  November,  Mendelssohn  returned  once 
more  to  the  Gewandhaus,  which  had  prospered 
under  no  less  conscientious  a  deputy  than  Ferdi- 
nand David,  one  recognized  by  all  at  Leipsio  as 
the  most  efficient  representative  of  his  absent 
friend.  The  oratorio  of  "  St.  Paul"  in  this  year 
won  an  European  reputation  for  its  composer.  It 
was  given  at  Keichenberg,  in  Bohemia  ;  at  Frei- 
berg, in  Saxony  ;  at  Rochelle,  in  France,  by  the 
Congres  Musical  de  l' Quest,  with  the  text  trans- 
lated by  Garnault,  and,  in  1842,  was  heard  for 
the  first  time  in  Paris.  The  chief  events  in  the 
first  three  months  of  the  following  year  were  the 
appearance  of  Mrs.  Alfred  Shaw,  Clara  Schu- 
mann, and  the  productions  of  Verhulst,  a  Dutch- 
man, who  had  studied  composition  under  Blen- 
delssohn ;  but  an  all-absorbing  topic  was  the  sym- 
phony in  A  minor,  given  on  the  13th  of  March 
for  the  first  time  under  the  baton  of  the  composer. 
This  was  the  third*  symphony  he  had  written, 
but  the  first  which  was  destined  to  command  Eu- 
rope<in  fame  during  the  author's  lifetime.  He 
attached  little  value  to  his  first  symphony  in  C 
minor,  a  production  of  his  early  years ;  his  sec- 
ond f   was   composed   expressly  for  the  Philhar- 

*  The  fourth,  counting  the  Beformaiion  Symphony,  in 
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monic  Society  in  London,  and  had  not  yet  been 
heard  out  of  England ;  so  we  could  only  com- 
pare the  later  with  the  earlier  work,  and  give  our 
preference  to  the  former.  In  this  wonderful 
symphony,  Mendelssohn  has  shown  a  profound 
knowledge  of  instrumentation,  though  I  cannot 
go  along  with  critics  who  assert  that  the  earliest 
commencement  of  the  work  dates  from  his  visit 
to  Eome,  and  that  southern  influences  are  clearly 
traceable  throughout.  A  plaintive  spirit  of  mel- 
ancholy pervades  the  work,  which  contains  no 
strained  effort  to  gain  effects,  but  speaks  by  sim- 
ple means  to  the  feeling  heart.  Of  the  whole 
four  movements  the  graceful  scherzo  and  the 
adagio  have  met  with  the  most  favorable  re- 
ception from  the  public,  though  the  whole  sym- 
phony was  heartily  appreciated  at  Leipsic,  and 
won  universal  favor  on  a  second  hearing.  _  I 
ought  to  have  mentioned,  antecedent  to  my  brief 
account  of  the  production  of  this  symphony,  that 
Antigone  was  brought  out  on  the  Leipsic  stage, 
on  the  5th  of  March,  with  Donner's  translation, 
and  Mendelssohn's  music.  If  we  had  not 
the  aaXjityysg,  (fOQ^iyyi?  and  avQiyy^g  of  the  an- 
cient Greeks,  the  spirit  of  antiquity  was  not  lost 
even  upon  a  modern  audience ;  and  so  great  was 
the  interest  excited  on  behalf  of  the  tragedy, 
that  a  meeting  of  philologists,  convened  at  Cassel 
in  the  following  year,  signed  an  address  to  Men- 
delssohn, thanking  him  "  for  having  substantially 
revived  an  interest  in  the  Greek  tragedy  by  his 
own  music  to  the  Antigone  of  Sophocles."  The 
chorus  on  the  love  of  the  AU-Powerful,  the 
"  Bacchus  "  chorus,  with  its  thyrsus  and  wild  cries 
of  inspiration,  the  melo-dramatic  passages  where 
Antigone  descends  into  the  vault,  and  where 
Creon  brings  in  the  corpse  of  his  son — in  all 
these  well-known  pieces  Mendelssohn  has  sus- 
tained and  strengthened  the  power  of  the  old 
tragic  muse. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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For  Dwiglit's  Journal  of  Music. 

Correspondence  from  Germany. 

Leipbic,  April  23, 1854. 

Mh.  Editor  : — After  a  very  pleasant  journey 
of  twelve  days,  with  the  most  agreeable  com- 
panions, and  favored  with  the  finest  weather,  I  have 
found  a  safe  arrival  in  good  old  Leipsic,  the  most 
musical  city  in  the  world.  Having  been  a  resident 
of  this  city  some  length  of  time,  I  have  many  old 
friends  and  acquaintances,  to  most  of  whom  I  have 
paid  a  visit,  and  I  assure  you  that  I  feel  as  if  I 
was  once  more  at  home.  A  musician,  or  one  in- 
terested in  music,  can  find  greater  enjoyment  in 
Leipsic  than  in  any  other  German  city  with  which 
I  am  acquainted.  This  is  the  musician's  home  : 
he  is  surrounded  by  the  lovers  of  his  Art  j  he  is 
appreciated  by  those  who  are  capable  of  judging 
of  his  works,  and  who  make  no  pretensions  to  be 
without  a  rivab-  Here  one  may  find  friends  of 
music  in  whom  confidence  may  be  placed,  and 
should  one  possess  talent,  or  should  he  produce  a 
musical  composition  of  actual  merit,  he  will  be 
duly  rewarded,  encouraged,  put  forward,  and 
brought  before  the  public. 

I  presume  there  are  more  music  students  in 
Leipsic  in  comparison  to  its  size  than  in  any  other 
city  in  Europe.  Here  one  does  find  much  better 
musical  advantages,  more  thoroughly  educated 
musicians  and  a  better  class  of  concerts.  Every 
new  work  from  the  pen  of  the  most  celebrated 
composers  is  performed  first  here,  and  if  it  is  any- 
thing extraordinary  it  is  known  throughout  the 
musical  world.  How  many  of  our  world-renowned 
composers  have  gained  their  reputation  from 
Leipsic  ! — for  instance,  Schumann,  Mendelssohn, 
Gade,  and  others.  The  musical  societies  are 
numerous.  They  have  regular  meetings  for 
rehearsals,  and  discussions  of  musical  questions 
which  are  constantly  brought  up,  on  which  many 
different  opinions  are  heard  and  from  which  many 
new  ideas  proceed.  The  members  of  these  musi- 
cal societies  are  lovers  of  the  science,  who  delight 


in  studying  the  works  of  the  old  masters.  Nearly 
every  person  interested  in  music  is  a  member  of 
some  one  of  them.  They  do  not  attend  the  re- 
hearsals for  the  sake  of  meeting  their  "  geliebte," 
nor  to  talk  about  the  last  Ball,  nor  for  the  sake  of 
making  the  acquaintance  of  some  fair  Sixteen. 
No !  the  object  of  these  musical  meetings  is  to 
learn  good  music. 

We  can  also  boast  of  fine  musical  societies  in 
America,  in  which  may  be  found  many  beautiful 
voices  and  of  the  first  quality,  but  they  do  not 
seem  to  take  that  interest  in  cultivating  them  that 
they  do  here.  It  is  certainly  the  duty  of  those 
■who  do  possess  good  voices  to  cultivate  them.  I 
have  been  to  our  rehearsals  and  concerts  when  I 
have  been  much  pleased  to  see  such  a  large  number 
of  singers  together,  and  have  often  thought  it  won- 
derful that  they  sang  so  well,  having  so  few  op- 
portunities to  practice.  A  choir  or  chorus  should 
meet  at  least  once  if  not  twice  a  week  and  go 
through  a  regular  course  of  exercises,  and  be 
drilled  by  a  musician,  by  one  who  thoroughly 
understands,  not  only  music,  but  the  power  and 
capacity  of  the  human  voice.  All  musical  socie- 
ties should  exercise  great  judgment  in  selecting 
their  teacher.  A  suitable  teacher  for  such  societies 
should  be  one  well  acquainted  with  the  works  of 
all  distinguished  composers  ;  one  who  has  had 
experience  and  is  capable  of  directing  a  large 
chorus  as  well  as  a  small  one,  and  who  can  detect 
the  slightest  discord  from  any  part  of  his  choir.  I 
am  anxiously  waiting  for  the  time  to  come  when 
it  can  be  said  that  Boston  possesses  the  largest  and 
best  trained  Musical  Society  in  the  world.  This 
sounds  large,  yet  it  is  not  so  very  difficult  a  task  to 
accomplish.  We  have  already  got  the  necessary 
materials  and  we  are  making  good  use  of  them. 

You  will  excuse  these  long  preliminary  remarks 
and  allow  me  to  give  your  readers  an  idea  of  the 
state  of  music  in  Leipsic.  During  the  short  time 
I  have  been  here,  I  have  had  but  few  opportunities 
of  hearing  anything  very  remarkable  in  the  shape 
of  music.  Perhaps  the  most  worthy  of  notice  is 
the  performance  of  Handel's  "  Israel  in  Egypt," 
last  Friday  evening,  at  the  Thomas  Kirche  by  a 
large  chorus,  accompanied  by  the  Gewandhaus 
Orchestra,  under  the  direction  of  Herr  Concert- 
meister  David.  The  solos  were  sustained  by  Mad. 
Concert-meister  Dreyschock,  Eraulein  Meyer, 
Herr  Bohr  and  Herr  Schneider,  and  in  a  manner 
very  creditable  to  the  artists.  I  think  this  was 
decidedly  the  best  representation  of  this  great 
oratorio  that  I  have  ever  heard,  although  the 
general  effect  of  music  produced  in  this  church  is 
not  equal  to  that  in  the  Pauline  Kirche.  It  is  proba- 
bly owing  to  the  interior  construction  of  the  build- 
ing. The  Pauline  is  considered  preferable  for  such 
performances,  but  for  the  present  occasion  it  was 
not  large  enough  to  accomodate  the  immense  audi- 
ence. 

After  the  concert  I  was  invited  to  a  supper  party 
of  musicians,  where  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
several  distinguished  characters.  Among  others  was 
Concert-meister  David,  with  whom  I  was  favored 
with  an  opportunity  of  conversing.  This  gentle- 
man bears  a  reputation  as  a  musician  of  the  first 
rank,  wliich  he  truly  deserves.  To  hear  his  opinions 
of  musical  composition  and  of  the  different  com- 
posers, and  his  remarks  on  music  generally,  is  a 
good  lesson  for  any  music  student.  I  find  his  ideas 
different  from  those  of  many  other  musicians.  He 
thinks  for  himself,  and  when  he  speaks,  he  says 
something  that  has  not  already  been  stereotyped. 
He  is  a  reader  of  Dwighfs  Journal  of  Music,  and 
is  thoroughly  posted  up  with  regard  to  our  concerts. 
He  spoke  of  the  classical  selection  of  our  pro- 
grammes, and  expressed  much  surprise  and  delight 
to  learn  that  classical  music  was  so  appreciated  in 
Boston. 


Herr  David  spoke  of  our  Mendelssohn  Quintette 
Club,  and  their  director,  Mr.  August  Fries,  in  the 
most  flattering  terms.  His  remarks  upon  this  gen- 
tleman as  a  musician  and  "  Geigenspieler"  were 
very  complimentary.  I  informed  him  that  Quartet 
music  is  fast  becoming  very  popular  in  America, 
and  Quintet  concerts  are  well  patronized,  and  by 
people  capable  of  appreciating  the  works  of  Bee- 
thoven, Mozart,  Mendelssohn,  Haydn,  and  others. 
I  am  always  particular  to  give  people  to  under- 
stand here  that  Beethoven  has  actually  been  Jieard 
of  in  America,  as  well  as  other  great  masters,  since 
musicians  this  side  of  the  water  have  not  a  very 
flattering  idea  of  our  musical  institutions.  I  think, 
Mr.  Editor,  a  circulation  of  your  Journal  in  Ger- 
many would  help  to  enlighten  them  on  this 
point. 

Last  evening  I  attended  the  Opera,  and  I  must 
confess  that  I  have  never  seen  such  a  disgraceful 
representation  of  Oberon  upon  any  stage  before. 
The  composer  was  really  insulted !  I  could  not 
realize  that  I  was  in  a  German  Opera  House.  The 
Orchestra  was  out  of  tune.  The  scenery  would 
not  work.  The  curtain  strings  broke,  and  the 
cream   of   the    fun  was    the   first   appearance   of 

Fraulein ,  pupil  of  Mme. ,  as  Rezia. 

She  sang  anything  but  well,  and  the  manner  in 
which  she  moved  about  the  stage,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  her  expression  reminded  one  of  an  Egyptian 
mummy  rolling  about  on  wheels.  You  will  ex- 
cuse this  comparison,  for  it  is  certainly  a  just  one. 
However,  Fraulein  possesses  a  good  voice  and  wiU 
no  doubt  make  a  singer  ;  but  she  should  not  be  too 
ambitious  and  imagine  she  can  take  the  place  of 
Wagner  in  operas  of  this  class,  without  having 
thoroughly  studied  them. 

Several  of  the  American  music  students  who 
have  been  here  for  some  time,  have  left. 
Messrs.  Perkins,  Parker  and  Homer  are  in  Italy. 
Mr.  Pratt  remains  and  is  a  pupil  of  the  Conserva- 
tory. He  seems  to  be  much  pleased  with  this 
institution,  and  I  hear  a  very  favorable  report  of 
his  progress  ;  he  is  fitting  himself  more  especially 
for  a  teacher,  and  devotes  the  most  of  his  time  to 
Harmony  and  Composition.  Mr.  Kelly,  of  Provi- 
dence, is  also  making  rapid  progress  and  will  be  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  music-lovers  in  that  city  j 
he  is  giving  particular  attention  to  the  organ. 

Sincerely  yours,  N.  R. 


Eoi'AL  Italian  Opera.  —  Since  our  last  summary, 
Rossini's  Matilda  di  Shahran,  one  of  his  latest  works, 
written  for  the  c.irnival  at  Eome,  in  1821,  has  been  twice 
performed.  The  libretto  is  complained  of  as  unmeaning, 
and  the  plot  absurd ;  tlie  hero,  CoiTadino,  being  a  kind 
of  "  man-devil,  warrior-brigand,  woman-hater,"  &c.  Yet 
the  Musical  World  says  it  contains  some  of  Rossini's 
most  melodious  and  brilliant  music. 

The  opera  is,  nevertheless,  unequal,  and  occnsioually 
flags.  Tlie  composer ~-was  evidently  not  inspired  with 
his  task;  and  tlie  genius  that  flashed  so  brightly  in  the 
Barbiere,  the  Turco  in  Italia,  and  Cenermtola,  but  flitted 
at  intervals  in  Matilda  di  Shabran.  Besides,  tlie  opera  is 
full  of  reminiscences  of  himself  and  others,  and  is  thus 
deprived  of  all  the  charm  of  individuality.  Nevertheless, 
tlie  production  of  Matilda  di  Shabran,  as  the  last  ojjera 
biijfa  of  one  so  justly  renowned  as  Kossini,  and  as  a  work 
which  has  not  been  given  in  this  country  for  twenty 
Tears,  was  highly  creditable  to  the  maa.igement  of  the 
Royal  Italian  Opera. 

The  performance,  on  Tuesday  night,  w.as,  in  most 
respects,  admirable.  JIme.  Bosio,  who,  with  every  suc- 
cessive part,  makes  an  advance  in  public  fiwor,  sang 
magnificently,  and  with  invariable  good  taste.  The 
music  of  iMatilda,  though  written  in  the  most  florid  style, 
was  executed  by  this  talented  lady  with  an  ease  and 
fluency  which  could  hardly  be  surpassed.  No  bravura 
singing  could  be  more  brilliant  than  that  of  JIme.  Bosio 
in  the  rondo  fnale.  The  duet  with  Jllle.  Marai  (Edoardo) 
in  tlie  same  act,  was  an  equally  striking  example  of  florid 
vocalization.  In  quality  of  voice,  moreover,  which  con- 
stitutes so  great  a  charm,  SIme.  Bosio  is  equally  gifted. 
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Few  voices  ave  more  felicitously  pure  auel  clear  than  liev 
own.  Sig.  Konconi  was  as  irresistible  as  ever  in  the 
wandering  minstrel.  Were  there  no  stronger  motive  for 
bringing  out  Mattkla  di  Shabran  than  the  introduction  of 
this  great  artist  in  a  hiffo  part  of  the  true  Italian  carni- 
valesque  stj'le,  of  which  he  is  almost  the  only  living 
representative,  the  directors  would  have  been  amply  jus 
tified  in  reviving  it.  A  more  droll,  amusing,  fantastic, 
and  thoi'oughlj^  original  performance  than  Ronconi's 
Isidore  it  would  be  mipossible  to  see.  His  singing  was 
on  a  par  with  his  acting.  Always  quaint  and  humorous, 
it  was  always  in  the  highest  degree  artistic.  In  the  first 
air — a  capital  pendant  to  "  Largo  al  Factotum,"  which 
in  some  respects  it  strongly  resembles — where  the  char- 
acter of  the  cliarlatan  is  humorously  unfolded,  Sig.  Eon- 
coni  was  full  of  strange  whim,  and  mercurial  vivacity, 
and  convulsed  the  audience  with  laughter.  Sig.  Luchesi, 
notwithstanding  the  hardness  and  uncertainty  of  his  upper 
notes,  is  one  of  the  most  accomplished  singers  of  florid 
music  on  tlie  modern  stage.  His  execution  is  very  fluent, 
and  he  has  the  true  feeling  and  manner  of  the  old  Italian 
music.  From  first  to  last  he  mastered  the  music  of  Cor- 
radino  with  the  utmost  ease.  The  Contessa  was  played 
by  Mile.  Albini,  who,  as  our  readers  may  probably  re- 
member, came  out  last  season  as  the  heroine  in  Maria  di 
Rohan.  Sig.  Tagliafico,  who  is  zealous  and  efiicient  in 
everything  he  undertal<es,  gave  unexpected  importance 
to  the  small  part  of  Aliprando,  Corradino's  doctor  and 
confidential  adviser.  Aliprando  has  some  difficult  and 
florid  music  to  sing,  and  is  continually  employed  in  the 
morcemix-d' ensemble.  Mile.  Marai  (the  young  and  inter- 
esting new-comer)  sang  the  music  of  Edoardo  exceed- 
mgly  well,  and,  in  the  duet  with  Mme.  Bosio,  impressed 
the  audience  by  the  brilliancy  and  finish  of  her  exeou- . 
tion.  Sig.  Susini  played  the  gaoler  in  a  careful  manner, 
and  sang  his  share  of  the  music  to  the  very  best  of  his 
ability.  One  of  the  great  musical ''  hits  "  of  the  evening 
was  the  septet  in  the  Jlnale  to  the  first  act,  which  was 
superbly  sung  and  encored  unanimously.  The  last  move- 
ment of  the  duet  between  Matilda  and  Edoardo  (Mme. 
Bosio  and  Mile.  JIarai),  and  the  rondo  finale  by  Mme. 
Bosio,  created  the  same  enthusiasm.  At  the  conclusion, 
all  the  principal  singers  were  recalled,  and  honored  with 
loud  and  prolonged  applause. 

G-uillaume  Tell  was  repeated  for  the  third  time,  Thurs- 
day, April  20th.  On  the  following  Tuesday,  Bosio  "  sang 
exquisitely"  in  L'Elisir  d'Amore.  The  music  of  Adina  is 
said  to  suit  her  to  perfection, — wanting  a  little  more 
archness  and  animation  in  acting,  perhaps,  but  for  "  grace 
and  quiet  coquetry  "  leaving  nothing  to  be  desired.  Eon- 
coni's  Dulcamara,  Tagliafico's  Serjeant  Belcore,  and 
Mile.  Cotti's  little  part  of  Giannetta,  are  highly  praised. 
Also  the  baud  and  chorus,  under  Costa,  are  pronounced 
perfect. 

On  Thursday,  the  ZTth,  Cnivelli  made  her  debut. 
The  piece  was  Otello.  (Eossini  seems  to  be  again  in  the 
ascendant.)    The  World sajs: 

A  more  gi-aceful,  sympathetic,  gentle,  and  yet  passion- 
ate Desdemona  we  have  never  seen.  Its  abiding  charm 
■was  its  womanly  tenderness,  which,  even  in  the  scene  of 
despair  and  agony,  was  always  apparent,  as  the  back- 
ground to  the  picture.  Mile.  Cruvelli  did  not  sing  the 
aria  d'entrata^  "  Quando  guerrier;"  and  no  reason  was 
assigned  for  its  omission;  but,  in  the  little  duet  with 
Emilia  (Mile.  Cotti),  it  was  at  once  heard  that  her  voice 
had  lost  none  of  its  beauty  of  tone  and  ricli  quality. 
The  trio  with  Elmiro  (Sig.  Tagliafico),  and  Kodrigo  (Sig. 
Stigejli),  in  which  her  father  joins  Eodrigo  in  pleading 
the  suit  of  Otello's  rival,  was  full  of  nice  points  of  feel- 
ing, and  the  mezza  voce  flinging  in  the  ensemble  :  Del  Fato 
il  rigore,  was  quite  lovely.  There  are  few  dramatic 
vocalists  now  on  the  stage  who  can  rival  Mile.  Cruvelli 
in  her  command  of  mezza  voce,  while  in  the  solio  voce, 
and  in  the  art  of  sustaining  a  note,  augmenting  ancl 
diminishing  its  volume  to  the  finest  point — 

"  Till  nothing's  heard  'twixt  it  and  silence  " — 

now  that  Jenny  Lind  no  longer  comes  to  charm  and 
astonish  our  amateurs,  she  is  without  a  competitor. 
Again,  the  perfect  mellowness  of  the  middle  tones  of 
her  voice  was  displayed  with  charming  eflect  in  the 
passage :  Incerla  I'anima  (the  finest  point  in  the  firuile  to 
Act  1). 

The  second  act  displayed  the  histrionic  as  well  as 
vocal  powers  of  Mile.  Cruvelli  to  more  brilliant  advan- 
tage. In  the  first,  she  seemed  to  avoid  all  violent  bursts 
of  passion ;  but  throughout  the  whole  of  the  second  she 
allowed  her  energies  full  play,  and  in  the  finale,  where 
conflicting  sentiments  agitate  the  breast  of  Desdemona 
in  the  presence  of  Eodrigo,  ivhose  addresses  she  repulses 
with  scorn,  and  of  Otello,  to  whom  she  is  heart  and  soul 
devoted,  and  whose  obstinate  incredulity  stings  her  to 
madness,  her  acting  was  impressive,  varied,  and  admira- 
bly dramatic.  We  h.ave  rarely  heard  the  phrase,  Fi'a 
(ante  smanie,  sung  with  more  feeling,  or  the  fine  piece  of 
vocal  declamation,  Cite  smania!  ahimej  die  ajfanno! 
with  a  broken  and  agitated  utterance  more  thoroughly 
suited  to  it.  At  the  end  of  this  act  she  was  unanimously 
called  before  the  curtain,  and  came  forward  with  Sig. 
Tamberlik. 

In  the  third  act.  Mile.  Cruvelli  was,  from  beginning  to 
end,  perfection.  Anything  more  ideal,  poetical,  and  pro- 
foundly  touching,  we  have  never  witnessed  on  the 
stage. 

Whatever  part  Signor  Tamberlik  has  since  essayed — 


and  every  one  has  displayed  more  or  less  excellence — 
numbering  oven  Arnoldo,  "in  Gur/lithno  Tell,  the  best  of 
all,  Otello  still  I'emains  his  niasterpicce.  He  looks,  acts, 
and  sings  the  part  as,  probably,  no  one,  certainly  no  one 
in  our  time,  has  done  before  him.  Had  Kossiui  consulted 
the  peculiarities  of  his  voice,  before  putting  pen  to  paper, 
he  could  not  have  fitted  Signer  Tamberlik  more  entirely. 
The  music  suits  him  from  first  to  last,  as  much  in  the 
mcei'ceaiix  d^eiisemhle  as  in  the  duets  and  solos.  Eonconi's 
lago  is  a  shrewd  and  subtle  conception.  Where  the 
author  has  done  nothing,  Eonconi  contrives  to  suggest  a 
great  deal.  His  demeanor  throughout,  especially  m  his 
scenes  with  Otello,  seems  to  indicate  a  desire  to  revive, 
where  it  is  practicable,  the  spirit  of  Shakspere,  which 
has  vanished  from  the  pages  of  the  librettist. 

As  usual,  the  duet,  Non  iii'  inganno,  in  which  lago  ex- 
asperates Otello  by  showing  him  the  letter  and  handker- 
chief of  Desdemona,  was  one  of  the  grand  points  of  the 
performance.  It  was  splendidly  sung  by  Signers  Tam- 
berlik and  Eonconi;  and  the  C  sharp,  taken  with  more 
tremendous  force  than  ever  by  the  former,  raised  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  audience  to  the  highest  pitch.  The 
last  movement  was  encored  amidst  the  loudest  applause, 
and  repeated  with  increased  effect — the  C  sharp  (the 
highest  note  ever  known  to  have  been  sung,  from  the 
chest,  by  a  tenor)  being  given  out  with  even  greater 
resonance  and  volume  by  Sig.  Tamberlik.  At  the  end 
of  the  duet,  both  singers  were  summoned  to  appear. 
The  hast  scene  of  the  opera  was  the  most  impressive  of 
all.  Mile.  Cruvelli  sang  the  exquisite  romance,  "  Assisa 
a  pie  d'un  salice,  and  the  praj'er,  Deh  !  calma,  0  Ciel .' 
with  a  pathos  that  found  its  way  to  every  heart,  and 
produced  ah  indescribable  impression. 

Otelto  was  repeated;  and  among  the  next  coming 
attractions  were  liigoletto,  with  Mario,  and  (perhaps) 
Fidelio. 

EoYAL  Oper.\,  Drukt  Lane. — The  "  Eoyal  Operatic 
Company,"  with  Herr  Lindpaintner  as  conductor,  has 
commenced  a  se.ason  of  Italian  and  German  operas  at 
Drury  Lane.  Norma  was  played  four  times  with  Mme. 
Caradori  as  the  prima  donna.  Mile.  Sedlatzek  as  Adalgisa, 
Sig.  Pavesi  as  Pollio,  and  Sig.  Arnoldi  as  Oroveso; 
then  followed  two  nights  of  Lucrezia  Borgia,  with  Cara- 
dori as  Lucrezia;  Pavesi,  Gennaro;  Mr.  Hamilton 
Braham  (his  first  appearance  on  the  stage  in  England) 
as  Duke  Alfonso;  and  Mile.  Vestvali,  a  new  Italian  con- 
tralto, as  Maifeo  Orsini.  Pavesi's  voice  is  pronounced 
hard  and  not  agreeable  in  quality.  Braham  was  nervous, 
but  did  not  disappoint  expectation,  has  a  well-toned 
baritone,  of  even  quality,  and  sings  correctly.  MUe. 
Vestvali,  a  Pole  by  birth,  has  studied  under  Mercadante, 
but  not,  like  almost  every  other  Italian  contralto  of  note, 
under  Eossini.  She  is  tafl,  fine-looking,  and  of  a  com- 
manding air;  with  no  lack  of  boldness  or  abandon;  so 
say  the  critics,  who  intimate  that  the  less  said  about  her 
singing  the  better. 

The  German  scenes  commenced  with  Der  Freyschiiiz, 
'  the  great  basso,  Herr  Formes,  being  Caspar.  Eeichart 
was  Max;  Mme.  Caradori,  Agatha;  Mile.  Sedlatzek, 
Annchen; -Herr  Holzel,  both  Kilian  and  Ottokar;  and 
Herr  Dohring,  Zamiel.  The  whole  performance  appears 
to  have  been  very  complete. — Next  followed  La  Sonnam- 
bula,  in  Italian,  with  Mile.  Agnes  Bury  as  Amina,  and 
Sig.  Bettini,  as  Elvino. 

Chamber  Music. — Mr.  H.  W.  Holmes,  one  of  the 
best  pianists  and  teachers  in  England,  has  given  the  first 
of  three  concerts  of  piano-forte  music,  in  the  Han- 
over Square  Rooms.  It  began  with  Mozart's  double 
concerto  for  two  pianos  and  orchestra,  played  by  Mr. 
H.  and  one  of  his  pupils.  Next  came  a  concerto  fantas- 
iique  of  his  own,  for  piano  and  orchestra,  called  Con- 
siielo,  a  work  said  to  contain  "  a  vast  deal  of  fancy,"  and 
to  be  original  and  efiectlve.  It  was  played  by  a  young 
lady  pupil.  Other  pupils  played  parts  of  concertos  by 
Kullak,  Bennett,  and  others.  Tlialberg's  Moisc  was 
produced  in  a  new  form,  for  three  pianos.  There  were 
songs,  violin  pieces,  cSic.  &c.,  and  Mr.  Holmes  played 
the  following  list  of  short  piano  solos  : 

Prelude,  C  sharp  minor,  W.  S.  Bennett;  "Murmurs 
of  the  Seine,"  Nocturne,  Chopin;  Etude  in  G  minor, 
Potter;  Etude  in  G  major,  Cramer;  •'Fairy  Fingers,' 
W.  H.  Holmes. 

Ella's  "  Winter  Evenings"  being  over,  Ella's 
"Musical  Union"  (tenth  season)  has  commenced, 
at  Willis's  Rooms.  A  critic  saya,  Ella  has  done  for  the 
aristocracy  what  Jullien  has  done  for  the  crowd,  taught 
them  to  understand  the  works  of  the  masters,  &c. 

The  programme  of  the  first  concert  was  excellent, 
and  the  performance  first  rate.  The  selection  may  be 
cited  : 

Quartet  in  D  (No.  70) Haydn. 

Trio,  in  D  minor MendelBsoUn. 

Quartet,  E  minor  (Op.  59) Beethoven. 


'i'lie  executants  were  Herr  Ernst  (violin),  Ilcrr  GolTrie 
(second  violin),  IVIr.  Hill  (viola),  Signor  Piatti  (violon- 
cello), and  Mr.  Stcrndalc  Ilennctt  (piano-forto).  It 
would  not  have  Itccn  easy  to  assemble  a  more  competent 
set  of  "  interpreters."  At  the  end  of  the  regular  pro- 
gramme Mr.  i^ennett  played  some  of  Mendelssolin's 
Lirder  ohnc  Worlc ;  and  throe  children,  the  Masters 
Bootlie  (from  Carlsruhc)  aged  8,  11,  and  13  rcBpectively 
— performed  concertante  variations,  for  violins,  upon  the 
tlieme  of  "  God  save  the  the  Queen,"  displaying  con- 
siderable talent  for  their  years. 

Mr.  Walter  Macfarren  has  given  his  first  Cham- 
ber Concert.  He  played  with  Mr.  Blagrove  a  MS.  son- 
ata for  piano  and  violin,  which  is  much  praised.  Also 
Mozart's  Fantasia  in  C  minor,  and  Mendelssohn's  in  F 
sharp  minor;  Beethoven's  Sonata  in  F  (also  with  Bl.a- 
grovc) ;  a  piano  duct  of  his  own  (with  Mr.  Lindsay  Slo- 
per),  and  some  "charming  bagatelles"  of  his  own. 
Signor  and  Madame  Ferrari  sang. 

Philharmonic  Societv. — We  copy  here  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  fourth  concert  with  the  remarks  of  the 
Times  : 

PART  I. 

Sinfonia  (MS. ) Rosenhain. 

Kecit.  and  Aria  (Figaro),  Sig.  Belletti Mozart. 

Concerto,  A  minor.  Violin,  Hen'  Molique Molique. 

Itecit.  and  Aria  (Alceste),  Mrae.  Novetlo Glucle. 

Overture,  "  Isles  of  Pingal  " Mendelssohn. 

PART  II. 

Sinfonia  in  B  flat.  No.  4 Beethoven. 

Duet,  Crudel  JPerchd,  Mme.  Novello  and  Sig. 

Belletti Mozart. 

Overture,  Le  Colporteur Onslow. 

The  symphony  of  Herr  Rosenhain,  a  pianist  and  com- 
poser of  deserved  eminence,  is  clever,  thoughtful  and 
elaborate.  Further  than  this  we  cannot  say  until  we 
hear  it  again.  The  andantino  reminded  us  of  Beet- 
hoven (slow  movement  in  the  C  minor),  and  the  scherzo 
of  Mendelssohn — both  very  welcome  reminders.  The 
opening  of  the  first  movement,  allegro  risoluio,  is  fine  ; 
and  there  is  merit  in  every  one  of  the  four  pieces.  Nev- 
ertheless, the  symphony  was  not  well  played,  and  the 
audience  received  it  with  indifference. 

Mendelssohn  s  splendid  overture  was  executed  with  a 
boisterous  roughness,  which  left  all  the  delicate  points 
of  the  score  to  the  appreciation  of  those  who  could  hear 
them — which  we  could  not.  Beethoven's  symphony 
was  played  vigorously  and  well ;  and  Onslow's  dry  and 
musician-like  overture  went  oft',  to  speak  in  metaphor, 
like  a  shot.  Sig.  Belletti  was  encored  in  the  song  from 
Figaro — Vedro  mentr'  io  sospiro,  one  of  the  best  in  that 
glorious  opera.  As  for  Mme.  Clara  Novello,  we  have 
never  heard  her  sing  more  nobly  than  in  Gluek's  dra- 
matic and  declamatory  recitative  and  air. 

The  feature  of  the  concert  was  the  violin  concerto 
of  Herr  Molique,  one  of  the  greatest  players  and  com- 
posers in  the  world.  The  concerto  is  not  only  one  of 
the  best  of  Herr  Molique,  but  one  of  the  most  original, 
ingenious,  and  masterly  ever  composed. 

Paris. 

Passion  Week. —  Rossini's  Sfabat  Mater  was  the 
chief  musical  attraction  in  several  places.  It  was  per- 
formed at  the  Conservatoire,  at  tlie  Theatrical  School 
of  M.  Duprez,  and  at  the  Theatre  Italien  with  the  full 
force  of  the  company,  including  Alboni  and  Mario. — 
There  have  been  a  deluge  of  smaller  concerts,  by 
Schulhoff,  Mme.  Ueelli,  and  others.  Original  Omaggios 
to  Donizetti  were  sung  in  two  instances. 

SociETE  Sainte  Cecile.  At  the  sixth  and  last 
concert  were  performed  Beethoven's  Choral  fantasia, 
and  his  Turkish  March  from  the  "  Ruins  of  Athens;  " 
the  finale  to  Mendelssohn's  Lorelcy ;  a  symphony  by  M. 
T.  Gorevy;  and  Cherubini's  Ave  Maria,  sung  by  M. 
Alexis  Dupont. 

MM;  Seghers  and  Wekerlin  closed  their  season, 
April  14th,  with  a  sacred  concert,  at  which  were  given 
Mendelssohn's  overture  to  Aihalie ;  the  Kyrie  and 
Gloria  of  Beethoven's  Mass  in  C;  the  "Flight  into 
Egypt"  of  Berlioz;  the  Pastoral  Symphony,  and  the 
Andante  from  Haydn's  symphony  in  G;  also  Rossini's 
hiflammatus,  sung  by  Mile.  Dussy. 

Beethoven's  Pastorale  was  also  performed  at  the  last 
concert  of  the  Societe  dee  jeunes  Artistes;  followed  by 
a  Requiem  composed  by  M.  de  Lignaro,  a  Noill  by 
Adam,  and  an  Agmts  Dei  by  M.  G.  Bosquet :— the  last 
two  are  not  said  to  have  much  merit. 

Opera. — At  the  Grand  Opera  Cruvelli  had  had  con- 
tinued success  in  the  Vesiale  and  in  three  performances 
of  the  Huguenots,  before  leaving  for  London, — At  the 
Opera  Comique  Meyerbeer's  L'Etoile  du  Nord  still 
fills  the  house  to  the  cieling.  Mile.  Lefebre  has  reap- 
peared as  Angele  in  Le  Domino  Noir ;  MUe.  Am(ilie 
Rey  has  made  a  successful  debut  in  La  Dame  Blanche. 
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— A  new  comic  opera,  TJne.  Rencontre  dans  le  Danube^ 
composed  by  M.  Paul  Henrion,  hitherto  known  as  the 
author  of  some  popular  ballads  and  ckanson7iettes,  has 
been  well  received  at  the  Theatre  Lyrique. 

G-ermany. 

Vienna, — Of  Mme.  Goldschmidt's  third  concert  in 
the  Redoubtensaal,  a  correspondent  of  the  London 
3Iiis.  World  writes : 

The  attendance  waSj  if  possible,  more  numerous  than  on  the 
two  former  occasions.  She  sang  the  air  from  Der  Freischiitz, 
Und  oh  die  Wolhe  sie  verhvlle^  with  a  feeling  and  tenderness 
that  elicited  thunders  of  applause,  and  was  not  less  successful 
in  an  air  from  Kossini's  II  Turco  in  Italia^  which,  with  defer- 
ence, I  thiuk  was  less  worthy  of  her  talent.  Mme.  Jenny 
Lind  also  delighted  us  with  Mendelssohn's  lovely  Hirlenlied 
and  Herr  Taubert's  Morgenlied.  The  enthusiasm  of  all  present 
was  excited  to  the  highest  pitch.  Her  last  song  was  the  Dale- 
carlian  InvAtalion  d  Ui  Danse,  which  she  accompanied  herself 
on  the  piano.  The  instrumental  part  of  the  concert  inckided 
the  overture  to  Der  FreischiUz,  together  with  the  first  move- 
ment of  Chopin's  piano-f<u*te  concerto  in  E  minor,  two  original 
Salon  Stucke^  and  one  of  Mendelssohn's  Lieder  ohne  Worte^ 
performed  by  Herr  Otto  Goldschmidt. 

The  concert  season  was  about  over.  Haydn's  "  Cre- 
ation "  had  been  given  in  the  Royal  Theatre,  in  a  "slov- 
enly "  manner,  excepting  the  parts  sung  by  Mile.  Tiet- 
jens  and  Herr  Staudigl.  Herr  Stockhausen  had  given 
his  last  concert,  as  had  the  quartet  party  of  Herren 
Hellmesberger,  &c.  The  programme  of  the  latter,  in- 
cluding a  quartet  of  Haydn,  Mendelssohn's  second  trio, 
and  Beethoven's  quartet,  No.  6  of  Op.  18,  reads  very 
like  Boston. — The  Mdnnergesang-Verein  continue  their 
meetings,  singing  choruses  and  part-songs  of  Schubert, 
Esser,  Kiicken,  &c. — The  principal  event  at  the  Impe- 
rial Opera  has  been  the  debut,  in  Rigoletio,  of  Mile. 
Bendazzi,  who  succeeds  Mile.  Marai,  now  in  London. 
She  is  said  to  have  a  pleasing  mezza  voce,  but  to  lack 
expression. 

Leipsic. — Wagner's  Tannhduser  was  lately  given  for  the  2od 
time.  The  concert  season  concluded  with  a  performance  in  the 
Gewandhaus,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  R.  Schumann's 
Paradies  und  Peri  was  performed  on  the  occasion. 

An-LA-CHiPELLE. — At  the  Niederrheinisches  Musikfest  next 
Whitsuntide  (under  the  direction  of  Lindpaiutner),  the  first 
day's  performance  will  consist  of  Gluck's  overture  to  Ipkigenia 
in  Aulis,  and  Handel's  Israel  i}i  Egypt.  On  the  second  day, 
the  programme  will  include  the  overture  to  the  Genueserin^  by 
Lindpaintnor,  and  the  Jinale  to  the  Vampyr^  by  the  same  com- 
poser ;  Beethoven's  symphony  No.  7,  in  A  major  ;  Cherubini's 
overture  to  Anacreon^  and  Mozart's  oratorio  cantata  of  Davidde 
penitente. 

Berlin. — According  to  the  time-honored  custom  of  the 
Berlinese,  Graun's  Der  Tod  Je$u  was  produced  in  Passion 
Week.  We  had  one  performance  of  it  by  the  Hausmann- 
Schneider'^scher  Verein,  in  the  Garnison-Kirche.,  and  another  in 
the  room  of  the  Singakade?me.  In  the  first,  which  was  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  oratorio,  the  solos  were  taken  by 
Herrn  Basse  and  Mantius,  Allies.  Eurkhardt  and  Trietsch.  It 
is  worth  mentioning,  as  a  curious  coincidence,  that  this  was 
the  fiftieth  time  that  Herr  Mantius  had  sung  in  the  Tod  Jesu. 

Hennig's  Gesa7igverein ga-Ye  a  concert  in  KroU's  room,  when 
the  programme  was  composed  of  several  pieces  out  of  the  Tod 
/e-si/,  and  Beethoven's  Chrislus  am  Oc^icrg^e  (Mount  of  Olives). 

The  brothers  Wieniawski  (violinist  and  pianist)  have  given 
their  seventh  concert  in  tlife  large  room  of  the  Royal  Opera 
House,  and  have  also  appeared  at  a  concert  in  the  theatre 
itself,  on  the  11th,  at  which  Mile.  Schultz  was  engaged,  and 
sang  the  grand  sce«a,  "TF/e  Tia/iic  ?n(V,"  from  Der  Freischutz^ 
&c.,  with  "great  applause  On  Sunday,  the  Sth,  there  was  a 
concert  for  charitable  purposes,  in  the  great  room  of  the 
Royal  Opera  House.  The  brothers  Stahlknecht  and  Herr 
Loschorn  played  a  trio  of  Beethoven.  Mile.  Johanna  Wagner, 
Herren  Theodore  Formes,  Pfister,  Krause,  and  Bost,  sang 
various  songs,  and  Herr  Gareis  played  a  clarinet  solo.— Herr 
Josef  Gungl  has  given  a  farewell  concert,  previous  to  his  de- 
parture f6r  St.  Petersburg. 

Frankfort-on-the-Maine.— Weber's  Der  Fre'ischvtz  has 
been  played  here  for  the  150th  tune.  A  musical  introduction 
was  composed  in  honor  of  the  event,  by  Herr  Harald  Yon 
Brackel.  The  house  was  crowded.  La  Part  dit  JDiable,  by 
Anber,  has  been  produced  with  decided  success. 

Bonn— The  fifth  Subscription  Concert  was  well  attended. 
The  programme  consisted  of  Cherubini's  overture  to  Anacreon, 
the  5cena  for  soprano  from  Beethoven's  F(V/eZ("o,  Spring  from 
Haydn's  "  Seasons,"  and  Schubert's  symphony  in  C  major. 
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BOSTON,  MAY  20,  1854. 

Native  Musical  Talent. 

We  have  been  so  much  accused  of  foreign 
leanings  in  our  love  for  music,  that  we  presume 
we  shall  fall  under  no  suspicion  of  a  vulgar  and 
vain-boasting  patriotism,  if  we  dwell  awhile  on 
what  this  country  has  produced,  or  is  producing. 


in  the  way  of  musical  artists  and  composers.  We 
are  beginning  to  have  our  music-makers  and  our 
music-interpreters,  who  woo  Music  as  an  Art ; 
with  what  depth  of  passion,  or  what  genuine  fire 
of  genius,  time  alone  can  fully  show.  It  is  only 
when  individuals  of  either  class  assume  the  atti- 
tude of  musical  Shakspeares,  or  of  musical  Sid- 
donses  and  Garricks,  that  we  find  it  so  hard  to 
suppress  the  smile  of  incredulity,  even  if  a  cer- 
tain sort  of  sympathetic  sense  of  what  is  due  to 
our  dear  country's  modesty  does  not  cry  out  "  For 
shame !" 

There  are  two  ways  of  regarding  the  recent 
achievements  of  our  countrymen  in  the  field 
musical.  One  is  the  boastful,  shallow  patriotic, 
"  manifest  destiny,"  all-the-world-annexing,  Yan- 
kee Doodle  way,  which  keeps  proclaiming  our's 
the  greatest  country  in  the  world ;  believes  that 
Americans  can  do  everything  that  any  other 
people  have  done,  only  a  great  deal  better  ;  that 
the  whole  world — of  Art,  as  of  all  other  spheres — 
is  our  inheritance,  and  that  we  are  the  most  capa- 
ble of  entering  and  occupying  it,  as  we  are  the 
most  capable  of  governing  ourselves,  brow-beating 
our  neighbors,  bullying  the  world,  reconciling 
social  and  moral  contradictions  and  enormities, 
"  extending  the  area  of  freedom  "  (by  which  is 
meant  slavery),  and  metamorphosing  little  mean 
men  into  great  dangerous  presidents.  This  boastful, 
bloated,  vulgar  parody  of  the  American  idea  is 
not  confined  to  politics ;  its  contagion  operates 
even  in  the  peaceful  sphere  of  Art  and  Music. 
It  mistakes  enterprise  for  genius  ;  the  large  scale 
on  which  things  are  attempted,  for  sublimity ; 
familiarity  with  means,  tools,  mechanisms  and 
forms,  for  Art;  new  combinations,  for  original 
ideas;  and,  in  a  word,  bold  "  go-ahead-itativeness" 
for  inspiration  armed  with  divine  right  to  conquer 
and  to  charm  the  world. 

The  other  way  is  more  modest  and  reasonable. 
It  leaves  the  patriotic  rant  to  filibustering  dema- 
gogues, and  looks  at  music  musically  and  not  as 
one  more  peacock's  feather  m  the  tail  of  strutting 
patriotism.  It  is  not  ashamed  to  see  ourselves . 
just  where  we  are  in  music,  a  nation  of  be^nners, 
who  have  had  heretofore  but  little  time  for  Art, 
and  who  are  not  sprung  from  a  particularly  musi- 
cal race.  And  it  allows  us  to  take  just  pride  and 
pleasure  in  considering  how  much  these  few  last 
years  have  done  to  develop  in  our  people  an  ap- 
preciation of  the  musical  Art  and  artists  of  the 
old  world,  as  well  as  to  tempt  forth  native  efforts, 
in  many  cases  quite  successful,  to  acquire  the  art 
of  writing  and  interpreting  (with  voice  or  fingers) 
musical  works  in  many  of  the  higher  forms. 

From  this  safer  stand-point  let  us  cast  a  cursory 
glance  over  some  of  the  prominent  instances  of 
American  activity  in  music-making  and  interpret- 
ing, which  have  recently  been  topics  in  musical 
circles.  O  ur  enumeration  aims  at  no  completeness ; 
we  merely  pass  in  review  such  oases  as  most 
readily  occur  to  our  own  mind ;  these  are  texts 
enough  for  one  article,  and  times  enough  remain 
for  treatment  of  new  texts.  And  if  we  naturally 
are  most  familiar  with  the  doings  of  our  towns- 
men, and  point  to  instances  of  their  achievement, 
think  not  that  we  are  disposed  in  the  slightest 
degree  to  echo  or  endorse  the  assertion  with  which 
one  of  our  city  dailies  a  short  time  ago  prefaced 
its  account  of  the  doings  of  our  musical  students 
abroad  ;  the  assertion  namely  :  "  that  Boston  at 
this  present  time  possesses  more  native  musical 
talent  than  any  other  city  in  the  world " ! !  (we 


quote  from  memory).  Such  assertions,  backed 
by  the  longest  inventory  we  could  append,  can 
only  make  us  laughed  at  for  our  exquisite  pre- 
sumption. 

We  begin  with  the  singers.  The  stimulus  im- 
parted by  Italian  opera  for  some  years  past  had 
the  effect  to  awaken  lyrieo-dramatic  aspirations, 
and  to  make  young  people  who  discover  in  them- 
selves the  gift  of  a  fine  voice,  think  seriously  of 
its  cultivation  and  repair  to  the  best  schools  of 
Italy  and  Paris.  Their  careers  are  more  closely 
watched  and  chronicled  than  those  of  students  in 
any  other  departments  of  Music,  so  that  we  need 
say  but  little  of  them.  Our  readers  are  already 
informed  of  the  quartet  of  young  Boston  opera 
singers  in  Italy,  Miss  Hejtsler,  Miss  Phillips, 
Mr.  Millard  and  Mr.  Sumner.  Nor  have 
they  forgotten  the  brilliant  success  of  the  first 
pupil  that  this  city  sent  to  Italy,  Madame  BisoAC- 
CIANTI,  who  truly  ranks  among  the  finished 
artists  of  the  day,  whose  Lucia  and  Amina  were 
so  admirable  on  her  first  return  from  Europe, 
and  whose  concert  singing  after  her  second  period 
of  study  abroad  evinced  such  great  improvement 
in  artistic  tone,  refinement,  judgment  and  ex- 
pression, that  we  are  impatient  for  the  music- 
lovers  of  Lima  to  resign  her  to  us  once  more  after 
such  long  possession.  Mrs.  Eastcott,  also  a 
New  England  lady,  has  won  a  high  position  on 
the  operatic  stage  in  Italy,  by  the  beauty  of  her 
voice  and  style  in  principal  soprano  parts.  We 
think  of  others,  of  whom  we  hope  to  have  more 
definite  accounts  than  we  can  render  now.  We 
translate  the  following,  which  has  just  fallen  under 
our  notice,  from  the  Gazetta  Musicale  di  Napoli, 
(Jan.  1854,)  respecting  Mr.  Henry  Squires, 
an  American  tenor,  who  has  been  singing  in  that 
city  in  some  of  the  more  recent  operas  of  Verdi : 

"  Sig.  Squires,  in  the  part  of  Manrico  (in  II  Trovatore) 
deserves  double  sympathy,  as  being  a  beginner  and  con- 
sequently not  an  actor,  and  then  as  being  an  American 
and  consequently  a  stranger  to  our  manner  and  our  lan- 
guage. Yet  he  has  a  voice  fine  enough  to  cover  iu  many 
points  all  these  disadvantages,  and  to  enforce  the  liveliest 
applauses  ;  his  voice  will  be  still  more  beautiful  when  a 
good  pronunciation  of  the  Italian  language  shall  render 
it  less  constrained  and  more  voluminous.  For  the  rest, 
the  tenor  Squires  has  sufficient  artistic  feeling,  and  when 
he  takes  the  meaning  of  the  word,  knows  how  to  give  it 
tit  expression." 

Continuing  the  list  of  performing  artists  into 
the  instrumental  line,  one  readily  thinks  of  such 
young  pianists  as  Gottschalk,  and  William 
Mason.  The  latter  has  shown  talent  and  earnest- 
ness enough  in  the  artistic  race  to  win  the  sym- 
pathies of  Liszt,  who,  contrary  to  his  custom,  has 
in  him  accepted  a  pupil.  May  he  return  him  to 
us  something  better  (even  if  not  so  brilliant)  than 
the  finger  virtuosos  of  the  day  ! 

Few  things  can  be  more  encouraging,  in  a  sober 
view  of  musical  progress,  than  to  see  young  Ame- 
rican organists  of  the  true  stamp  growing  up.  Our 
acquaintance  does  not  extend  far  beyond  our  own 
locality ;  hence  we  shall  be  excused  for  limiting 
our  present  mention — which  we  make  with  pride 
— to  such  names  as  Southard,  Tuckerm.\n, 
Wilcox,  Bancroft,  Babcock,  &c. — all  young 
native  organists  of  this  city,  and  pursuing  their 
art  quietly,  with  a  true  sense  of  its  dignity,  rather 
than  a  vain  love  of  display. 

So  much  for  the  interpreters ;  and  doubtless 
there  are  many  more,  in  each  department,  who 
have  good  claims  to  be  mentioned.  Next  week 
we  will  glance  at  the  composers. 
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JULLIEN    AMONG     THE     FiLLlBUSTERS. A 

writer  in  the  New  Orleans  Delta,  in  the  follow- 
ing rhapsody  about  JuUien,  as  far  excels  all  other 
rhapsodists  as  Jullien's  "  Yankee  Doodle  "  excels 
all  other  Yankee  Doodles.  It  was  after  hearing 
the  "  American  Quadrille,"  that  his  enthusiasm 
reached  the  climax.     Hear  him  : 

It  was  the  true  sublime  of  music.  We  do  not 
pretend  to  the  professional  coldness  of  critics. 
We  prefer  to  give  our  involuntary  enthusiasm  its 
full  sweep  and  swing,  and  honestly  to  declare  the 
impressions  created  by  the  gi'and  maestro.  He 
has  triumphed  here  as  everywhere  else.  He  has 
aroused  patriotic  feelings  which  seemed  to  slumber 
amongst  us.  He  has  done  more  by  fifteen  minutes 
of  his  weird  enchantment  to  awaken  the  American 
idea — somewhat  too  latent  in  modern  days — -to 
place  us  face  to  f^ce  with  the  grandeur  of  our 
country,  to  recall  our  military  glory,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  define  our  military  genius,  than  all  the 
orators,  or  writers,  or  artists  of  the  world  could 
effect,  even  if  different  ages  lent  their  united 
strength — if  Demosthenes  joined  with  Raphael, 
and  Shakspeare  with  Henry  Clay — after  years  of 
ceaseless  labor  and  combined  effort. 

This  may  appear  sad  rant.  But  the  enthusiasm 
created  by  M.  jullien  is  too  deep-felt  and  genuine 
not  to  be  expressed.  When  his  grand  American 
piece  was  played,  the  passion  of  the  audience 
broke  forth  into  a  wild  cheer ;  and,  during  the 
battle-scene,  the  crashing  of  the  cannon,  the  roll 
of  the  drums,  the  thunder  of  the  confhct,  and  the 
clear  notes  of  Koenig's  cornet  ringing  above  all, 
like  an  angel's  voice  proclaiming  victory  to  the 
Americans,  all  finally  settling  down  into  the  tri- 
umphant national  air, — men  and  women  leaped 
to  their  feet,  every  face  glowed  with  passionate 
delight,  tears  of  pride  and  pleasure  ran  down 
many  an  aged  cheek,  an  electric  pulse  beat 
through  the  whole  assemblage,  and  as  the  upraised 
finger  of  Jullien  pointed  to  the  final  swell  of  the 
anthem,  there  was  not  a  heart  which  did  not  throb 
with  ecstacy,  as  each  remembered  at  last  that 
these  victorious  sounds  were  heard  in  the  city  of 
the  great  battle,  where  the  foreign  foe  went  down 
before  the  headlong  charge  of  America  !  It  is  a 
noble  custom,  that  of  rising  to  salute  our  country's 
fighting-tune  ;  and  to  Jullien  is  due  the  honor  of 
establishing  it  amongst  us.  The  oldest  lady  in 
the  room  rose  to  her  feet  from  the  same  impulse 
that  inspired  the  boys,  and  in  the  entire  audience 
there  was  but  one  idea, — the  martial  glory  of  our 
nation. 


A  Good  Beginning. — Having  already  chron- 
icled the  appearance  of  Jullien's  "  Prima  Donna  " 
as  a  psalm  tune  in  one  of  the  Connecticut  River 
churches,  we  are  happy  to  be  able  so  soon  to  off- 
set a  fact  so  barbarous  with  the  following  report 
of  a  concert  which  took  place  a  few  nights  since 
in  Greenfield,  Mass.  We  take  it  from  the  local 
newspaper. 

A  performance  of  sacred  music  took  place  at 
St.  James  Church  in  this  village,  on  Wednesday 
evening.  The  programme  was  as  follows, — an 
organ  voluntary,  succeeded  by  Farrant's  anthem, 
"  Lord  for  thy  tender  mercies'  sake,"  sung  by 
four  voices.  Air  from  the  "  Messiah,"  "  He  shall 
feed  his  flock,"  alternate,  first  and  second  treble. 
Terzetto  from  the  "  Elijah,"  "  Lift  thine  eyes  to 
the  mountains."  The  Dead  March  in  "  Saul " 
organ  voluntary,  with  the  Gloria  in  Excelsis  from 
"Mozarts  Twelfth  Mass,"  concluding  the  first 
part. 

The  second  part  of  the  performance  introduced 
an  organ  movement  from  Neukomm,  and  was 
followed  by  the  celebrated  song  from  the  "  Mes- 
siah," "  He  was  despised ; "  after  this  came  the 
tenor  solo  and  quartet  from  Dr.  Greene's  anthem, 
"  Thou,  O  Lord,  art  praised  in  Zion,"  and  the 
air  from  the  "  Messiah,"  "  I  know  that  my  Re- 
deemer liveth,"  the  whole  terminating  with  "  Lu- 
ther's Judgment  Hymn,"  arranged  by  Dr.  Tuck- 
ei'man  for  solo,  quartet  and  chorus. 

It  is  proper  here  to  state  that  as  such  a  selec- 


tion of  sacred  music,  for  performance,  has  proba- 
bly never  before  been  made  in  any  of  our  -vil- 
lages or  country  towns,  so  its  execution,  as  regards 
manner,  and  method,  may  be  considered  as  un- 
rivalled ;  the  vocalists  all  being  non-professional ; 
of  these.  Miss  Wood,  and  Miss  Barr,  with  Mrs. 
Clark  of  this  -village,  held  the  leading  parts. 
The  solos  and  quartets  deserve  especial  praise  ; 
the  two  songs  from  the  "  Messiah  " — "  He  was 
despised,"  and  "I  know  that  my  Redeemer 
liveth" — being  very  beautifully  sung  by  Miss 
AVood.  This  young  lady's  performance  showed 
not  only  unusual  appreciation  and  careful  study 
of  her  subject,  but  a  fine  natural  capacity  of 
voice,  which  she  will  do  well  to  discipline  and 
cultivate.  The  concert,  which  was  very  fully 
attended,  was  in  its  arrangements  and  direction 
managed  by  Dr.  S.  P.  Tuokerman,  who  also  pre- 
sided at  the  organ. 

Such  a  programme  in  a  country  village,  with  a 
local  choir  to  perform  it  and  an  audience  to  en- 
courage, is  truly  a  refreshing  sign.  That  village 
should  be  an  oasis  in  the  wide  psalm-singing 
wilderness.  We  understand  that  a  series  of  such 
concerts  is  intended,  that  they  are  to  be  free  con- 
certs, and  that  none  but  the  best  kind  of  sacred 
music  is  to  be  presented.  It  is  honorable  to  Dr. 
Tuckerman  (who  has  received  a  musical  degree 
in  England)  that  he  is  willing  to  devote  his  taste 
and  learning  in  a  sphere  so  modest,  quietly 
laboring  in  a  country  town  to  build  up  an  ex- 
ample of  pure  and  high  church  music,  and  to 
mould  the  public  taste  to  a  sincere  love  for  such. 
One  true  man  may  do  much  even  in  what  seems 
a  barren  soil.  And  one  such  example  may  exert 
incalculable  influence  throughout  our  villages. 
Let  the  inspired  strains  of  the  "  Messiah "  and 
"  Elijah,"  and  the  Masses  of  Mozart,  and  the  an- 
thems of  the  English  church,  together  with  true 
organ  music,  become  familiar  to  the  common  ear, 
and  the  day  will  have  passed  when  cart-loads  of 
cheaply  manufactured  psalmody  by  trading  "  pro- 
fessors" can  find  eager  purchasers  in  all  the 
choirs.  Dr.  T.  is  happy  in  finding  such  a  choir 
to  second  his  good  efforts.  Miss  Wood,  the  pri- 
ma donna  of  the  concerts,  is  we  understand  his 
pupil  and  has  studied  with  him  for  some  two 
hours  daily  for  the  last  six  months.  She  is  said 
to  have  a  magnificent  soprano  voice,  with  a  com- 
pass from  middle  C  to  C  in  alt,  as  well  as  great 
natural  musical  taste  and  talent.  Success,  say 
we,  to  all  such  eflbrts ! 


Mile.  Gabeielle  de  i^  Motte. — The  concert  of  this 
young  lady  on  Tuesday  evening  deserves  a  fuller  notice 
than  we  have  room  for.  The  audience  was  large  and 
nearly  filled  the  saloon  of  the  Messrs.  Chiokering.  The 
programme,  which  embraced  a  truly  rich  and  classical 
selection,  was  ably  and  satisfactorily  performed.  The 
young  pianiste  gave  her  audience  more  pleasure  than  in 
either  of  her  former  efforts.  Her  pieces  seemed  to  have 
been  thoroughly  studied  and  mastered.  In  Mendelssohn'! 
early  Quatuor, — a  wonderful  work  for  a  boy's  opus  3, — 
she  showed  great  power  of  diificult  and  sustained  execu- 
tion especially  in  the  rapid  finale.  Beethoven's  Sonata 
in  F  minor,  (one  of  the  three  earliest,  which  he  dedicated 
to  Haydn),  seemed  easy  child's  play  after  it.  But  here 
one  could  enjoy  the  clearness  of  her  conception  and  ren- 
dering of  the  music,  her  sure  and  steady  tempi,  and  the 
expressive  manner  in  which  that  very  Mozart-like 
Adagio  sang  itself  under  her  fingers.  The  fantasia  on 
Robert,  toi  que  j'aime,  by  Prudent,  her  master,  is  a  bril- 
liant and  effective  piece  and  T\'as  so  rendered. 

Sig.  Bendelari  hardly  gave  us  a  fair  test  of  his 
quality  as  a  singer.  His  selections  were  very  modestly 
chosen,  being  simple  little  romances,  one  Italian  and  one 
French,  both  pitched  very  low.  His  voice  is  a  very  rich 
baritone,  but  seemed  to  suffer  from  embarrassment  as 
well  as  hoarseness.    The  style  was  chaste  and  artistic ; 


but  the  pianissimo  strains  were  lost  to  the  ear,  through 
the  overpowering  force  of  the  accompaniment. 

The  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club  enriched  the 
entertainment  by  the  allegro  and  adagio  of  Beethoven's 
beautiful  first  Quartet  (in  F,  op.  18),  by  their  cooperation 
in  the  Mendelssohn  piano  quartet,  and  by  one  or  two 
lighter  selections. 


Musical  Intelligence. 

The  Concert  of  Dodworth's  famous  band  will  doubt- 
less crowd  the  Music  Hall  on  Tuesday  evening. 

Alfred  Jaell  is  in  New  York.  Can  he  depart  for 
Europe  without  once  more  favoring  Boston  ? 

They  are  to  have  concerts  almost  nightly  in  the  Crys- 
tal Palace ;  a  music  saloon  for  the  purpose  is  being  con- 
structed, and  besides  singers  and  instrumental  soloists, 
an  orchestra  of  some  20  instruments  is  engaged,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  F.  B.  Helmsmiiller. 


Credit.  We  copied  from  a  country  newspaper  the 
other  day  the  story  of"  A  Fiddle  wi'  a  heavenly  croak," 
not  knowing  that  it  had  appeared  originally  in  the  N.  Y. 
Musical  Review. 

iranij  |iistrraittittii:l  €m\mi, 

BY 

DODWORTH'S   CELEBRATED    BAND, 

OF    NEW   YORK, 

WILL  TAKE  PLACE 

AT  THE  BOSTON  MUSIC  HAUL, 

On  Tuesday  Evening,  May  23,  1854. 

fflP'Tickets  50  cents,  to  lie  had  at  the  usual  places  and  at  tlie 
door. 


E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACttEU  OF  THE  PlAiNO  AKB  ORGJViV. 

D^*TERMS   MODERATE. 

Kesidenoe,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 

Reference,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

Signer  ATJGITSTO  BENDELARI, 

(from      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINGING. 
Kesidence,  'Wmtlirop  House,  Boston. 


May  13 


tf 


Oei'mania  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E.  TELTOW,  Agent. 
iil4tf  30  Payette  Street. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

365  IVaslilngtoii  Street,  Boston. 


3m 


A  SOPRANO  WANTED. 

FOR  a  church  in  Savannah,  Ga.  A  good  soprano  singer, 
and  one  -who  is  a  good  musician  and  teacher,  -would  receive 
a  fair  salary,  and  find  scholars.  For  further  particulars  en- 
quire at  this  ofSce.  March  11  3m. 


OHICKERING   &    SONS, 

MANUPACTURERS  OP 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND     SQUARE 

OP  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


WAREKOOItIS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr29  BOSTON.  tf 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


GREAT  BOOK  IN  PRESS. 

MOOEE'S  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  MSIC: 

COMPILED  BY  JOHN  W.  MOORE, 

With  the  assistance  of  other  distinguished  men  in  the  musical 
■world.  The  intention  of  the  author  is  to  malte  a  most  com- 
plete and  thorough  work  of  the  above,  which  will  be  a  desid- 
eratum in  the  world  of  music.  It  will  he  published  in  one 
elegant  Royal  Octavo  volume  of  about  900  pages,  double  col- 
umns, and  will  contain  a  complete 

Dictionary  of  Musical  Terms, 

A  HISTOEX  OF  THE  SCIEWCB  OF  MUSIC, 

from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  on  Harmony  and  Thorougli  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  Musical  Instruments,  with  the 
names  of  the  most  distinguished  makers,  and  a  complete  Musi- 
cal Biography  of  over  three  thousand  of  the  most  distinguiiihed 
Composers  and  Musicians  who  have  ever  lived.  Mr,  Moore  hag 
spent  several  years  in  compiling  this  valuable  work.  It  is  now 
going  through  the  press  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S. — The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluable 
to  every  professional  musician,  and  to  every  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring  J  we  hope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  has 
been  delayed  on  account  of  the  immense  labor  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  the  difficulty  of  stereotyping  a  work  so  full  of  examples. 
The  delay,  however,  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  be 9H  00. 

The  price,  bound  in  half  calf,  will  be 4  50. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  &  Co., 
Publishers,  17  and  19  CornhiU,  Boston  ; 
JEWETT,  PROCTOR  &  WORTHINGTON, 
Cleveland. 
Will  he  for  sale  by  all  the  book  and  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  Feb.  11. 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   EKTIHE  AND  INIMITABLl:  ALLEGORY  OP 

THE    PXI^GRim^S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admu'ably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonl\ls  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JE^VETT,  Publislier. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  authorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  CornhiU, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.     Also — Plain  and 

Ornamented  Frames,  designed  e:spressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

G.  A.  SCHMITT,   (From  Germany,) 

TEACHER,  OF  THE  PIA1VO-FOK.TE, 

IS  now  prepared  to  give  lessons  at  the  residence  of  pupils  or 
at  his  own  residence,  No.  7  Haymarket  Place. 
Mr.  S.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music  stores  of  Oliver  Ditson 
or  Nathan  Richardson. 

Refers  to  the  following  gentlemen  :  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq., 
Hallett,  Davis  &  Co.,  Oliver  Ditson,  Nathan  Richardson. 
Oct.  8. 


N.    D.    C  0  T  T  0  N. 

IJIPOKTER  AHD  DEAiEE  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAmNG  &  PAINTING  MATEEIALS, 

No.  13  TremoMt  R«iv,  Boston. 

*»*    Wedcling  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

16  tf 

GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  GO'S 

PIANO-FORTE   WAREROOMS: 


A' 


Cliamljers,  No.  3  Winter  Stl-ect,  Boston. 

T  this  Establisliment  may  be  found  an  elegant  and  esten- 
siye  assortment  of 

PIANO-FORTES, 

at  all  priceSj  warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  the  essential  properties  of  Tone,  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
Style,  and  Finish.    None  others  will  be  kept. 
Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AHD  GTTITAKS. 

Mr.  Webb's  long  experience  in  the  profession  of  Music,  ena- 
bles us  to  assure  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  may 
find  it  inconTenient  to  visit  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desired,)  as  by  personal 
examination;  and  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders, 
can  implicitly  rely  upon  the  exercise  of  Mr.  Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  favor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  be  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit. 

Xy  SOLD  AT  MANUTACTUBEKS'  PKICES. 
....Agekts  fok.  ... 
Lighte,  Newton  &  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &  Co.'s  do.      Boston. 

Goodman  &  Baldwin's  Melodeons. 

Feb  19    6m 
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BAKER'S 
MODERN     INSXRUCXIONS 

FOR  THE 

E*  X  ../a.  3?a"  O"  -  S' O  lE^  T"  E3  : 

A  Thorough  and  Progressive  Course  of  Study,  imparting 
a  Complete  and  Systematic  Knowledge  of 

MODEKN   PIANO-FOKTE   PLAYING, 

Illustrated  with  numerous  Examples  and  Exercises  on  all  the 
various  Fingerings  adopted  by  the  most 

Emiucnt  Pianists  of  tiie  MoAcvu  Scliool^ 

Interspersed  with  Morceaus  from 

Spohr,  Beethoven,  Mozart,'Kossini,  Bellini,  Herz,  &/C. 

Also,  Rules  for  the 

FORMATION    OF   THE    HAND, 

With  Selections  from 

MEIVDEILSSOHN,  DOHLER,  THAI.BEIIG,  &c. 

BY    THOMAS  'BAKER. 

The  author  of  this  work  is  well  known  as  a  popular  com- 
poser of  Music,  and  the  Director  of  JuUien's  Orchestra.  His 
long  and  varied  experience  has  enabled  him  to  know  the  wants 
of  pupils,  and  his  admirable  t^ct  in  whatever  he  undertakes, 
has  secured  for  these  Modern  Instructions,  in  Europe,  a  value 
and  an  adaptation  to  the  general  musical  taste  that  cannot 
fail  to  make  the  volume  one  of  great  popularity  and  real  prac- 
tical worth  in  this  country. 


AUTHOR'S     PREFACE. 

The  style  of  Piano-forte  Music  being,  within  the  last  few 
years,  so  entirely  changed,  and  a  New  School  established,  it  is 
necessary  to  pursue  a  different  course  of  Instruction  so  as 
gradually  to  develope  to  the  Student  the  beauties,  and  pecu- 
liarities of  The  Modern  School.  Many  good  players  are  una- 
ble to  execute  Modern  Piano-forte  Music,  from  not  having 
undergone  the  proper  course  of  Instruction  to  simplify  and 
explain  what  appears  to  them  impossible  of  execution.  I 
have  compiled  a  Modern  Piano-forte  Tutor,  with  a  view  to 
facilitate  the  labors  of  the  Student  in  this  branch  of  Art,  and 
formed  a  plan  of  Instruction,  which,  I  trust,  will  be  found 
acceptable  and  useful. 

To  attain  proficiency  on  the  Piano-forte,  it  is  necessary  to 
commence  learning  it  at  an  early  age.  How  essential,  there- 
fore, that  the  course  of  Instruction  to  be  imparted  should  he 
so  arranged  and  divided  as  to  prevent  the  young  beginner  from 
learning  as  a  Parrot,  or  being  confused  and  alarmed  with  the 
numerous  difficulties  to  be  unravelled. 

The  first  Rudiments  of  Music,  I  conceive,  should  be  explained 
in  a  clear  and  simple  manner^  avoiding  all  that  is  not  absolutely 
necessary.  It  is  an  erroneous  idea,  conceived  by  many,  that 
indifferent  Instruction  may  be  employed  to  develope  the  Ele- 
mentary principles  of  Music  to  young  Pupils,  and  that  a  good 
Master  is  only  requisite  when  the  Student  is  more  advanced  ; 
under  this  impression,  many  a  child  gifted  with  brilliant 
talents,  has  disappointed  the  expectations  of  its  friends,  and 
bad  habite  have  been  engendered,  which  subsequent  tuition 
has  seldom  been  able  to  correct. 

However  simply  laid  down  instructions  may  be,  the  aid  and 
care  of  a  competent  Master  is  essential  to  commence  and  direct 
the  Studies  of  the  Pupil,  under  whose  guidance,  what  other- 
wise would  have  appeared  a  task,  will  become  a  pleasure,  and 
be  attended  with  the  best  results. 

The  Pupil,  by  practising  the  Lessons  and  exercises  introduced 
throughout  this  "Work,  will  find  as  he  progresses,  how  soon  he 
will  be  enabled  to  conquer  the  difficulties  which  abound  in 
Modern  Piano-forte  Music,  especially  in  the  Works  of  Thal- 
berg,  and  other  great  Pianists. 

By  a  careful  and  diligent  study  of  the  Examples  I  have  laid 
down,  I  am  sanguine  to  believe  that  the  Student  may  arrive  at 
a  thorough  knowledge  and  rapid  acquirement  of  this  delightful 
branch  of  Art ;  and  should  my  little  work  stimulate  the  youth- 
ful aspirant  thi'ough  his  career,  and  render  his  labors  moi-e 
facile  and  interesting,  the  pleasure  I  have  experienced  in  its 
compilation  will  be  fully  realized. 

THOMAS    BAKER. 
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[Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Eeview  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY  A.  OULIBICHEFF. 
(Continued  from  p.  61 ) 
In  Art  only  those  theories  are  useful  which 
spring  out  of  practice  ;  this  everybody  knows,  and 
lor  this  reason  the  good  works  of  this  kind  always 
appear  in  epochs,  when  the  art,  whose  principles 
they  expound,  has  just  completed  a  whole  cycle  ; 
in  the  epochs  of  maturity  or  even  of  decay.  Mu- 
sical Art  alone  had  the  remarkable  misfortune, 


that  the  theorists  arose  before  the  composers,  and 
that  music  was  taught  before  it  was  at  all  under- 
stood. The  consequence  was  inevitable.  From 
Hucbald  to  Palestrina,  and  from  Palestrina  to 
Mozart,  there  was  no  advance,  no  improvement, 
no  conquest  of  science  and  of  genius,  in  a  word 
no  truth,  which  theory  had  not  unconditionally 
condemned  and  which  criticism  had  not  made  it  a 
duty  to  itself  to  combat.  Prescriptions,  founded 
on  the  knowledge  of  the  little  that  there  was,  but 
not  on  the  presentiment  of  that  which  might  or 
should  be,  were  reduced  to  general  rules,  which 
were  either  entirely  false  or  only  right  in  a  very 
few  cases.  When  a  man  of  genius  ventured  to 
break  through  this  confining  codex,  they  fell  upon 
him  on  all  sides ;  but  when  the  innovation  became 
general,  through  the  ear  and  custom,  and  passed 
into  a  rule,  then  Theory,  sighing,  pushed  her 
Hercules'  pillars  somewhat  farther  back,  until  she 
was  driven  from  there  likewise  by  a  new  discovery. 
In  this  way  the  theorists,  the  men  of  resistance, 
saw  themselves  continually  disturbed  in  their  ma- 
jestic repose,  behind  which  they  would  fain  have 
intrenched  themselves,  by  the  composers,  the  men 
of  progress ;  and  the  constitutions,  which  they 
had  thought  to  impose  in  scecula  smculorum  upon 
music,  gradually  tumbling  down,  because  they 
were  built  upon  the  perishable  foundations  of 
a  priori  doctrines  and  dogmatical  empiricism. 
Justice  constrains  me  to  admit,  that  Theory  paid 
Composition  back  with  interest  for  all  the  evil 
which  the  latter  had  inflicted  on  her.  Long  were 
her  chains  worn,  without  an  attempt  to  shake  them 
off;  and  if  at  last  some  ring  was  broken,  she  was 
instantly  at  hand  to  repair  the  damage  and  out  of 
her  very  disaster  forge  the  material  for  a  new 
yoke;  so  that,  although  continually  overtaken 
and  subdued,  she  always  understood  the  way  to 
hold  back  and  to  paralyze  the  movement  that 
was  bearing  her  along.     She  always  ruled. 

So  was  it  and  so  will  it  be  till  musical  Art  is 
made  complete  in  all  its  elements.  Only  after 
perfect  master-works  can  there  be  rational  theo- 
ries. At  this  day,  now  that  music  is  definitively 
established  in  all  rts  parts,  the  last  and  greatest 
reform  finds  no  longer  any  adversaries,  and  for 
half  a  century  there  has  been  nothing  new  to  dis- 
cover in  respect  to  chords  and  modulations.  We 
may  now  at  last  expect  a  good  and  more  logical 
grammar  than  exists  in  any  living  language,  and 
which  the  author  will  do  better  to  write  in  twenty 
pages  than  in  fifty  volumes,  if  he  would  leave 
nothing  out.    Meanwhile  examples,  which  the  ear 


calls  good,  have  become  so  multiplied  and  rules 
so  stretched,  that  every  conceivable  boldness  in 
composition  is  justified  in  one  way  or  another  by 
our  still  very  vague  principles  of  harmony.  One 
might  now  sound  the  seven  notes  of  the  scale, 
nay  all  the  scales  in  an  accord  at  once,  without 
violating  the  rules.  There  is  no  longer  anything 
absolute  ;  and  while  the  old  theorists  submitted  to 
innumerable  general  observances  and  general 
prohibitions,  the  theorists  of  our  time  would  sink 
under  the  burthen  of  exceptions,  if  they  had  to 
look  out  for  them  and  mind  them  all.  Mozart 
has  hurled  Theory  from  her  throne.  He  said  :  I 
AM  Theory,  and  he  took  her  place  and  she  took 
his.  The  theorists  now  seek  the  solution  of  diffi- 
cult or  doubtful  problems*  in  the  examples  of  the 
great  masters,  since  a  strictly  scientific  or  rational 
system  of  Harmony  is  wanting.  This  perhaps 
will  one  day  be  discovered,  and  seems  not  undis- 
eoverable  in  an  Art,  which  in  its  basis  and  its 
elements  borders  so  closely  on  the  abstract  sciences. 
Till  then,  the  musician's  ear  must  remain  the 
highest,  though  a  far  from  perfect  law,  by  which 
to  decide  what  is  to  be  rejected  and  what  to  be 
admitted  in  composition. 

We  reckon  about  four  centuries  from  Hucbald 
to  the  earliest  known  contrapuntal  works,  for  the 
discovery  and  elegant  publication  of  which  for 
the  first  time  the  learned  world  is  indebted  to 
Messrs.  Fetis,  Kalkbrenner  and  Kiesewetter. 
These  four  centuries  were  the  scholastic  or  dog- 
matic period  of  Art,  in  which  Theory  was  all  and 
Practice  (for  this  very  reason)  nothing  or  less 
than  nothing.  Men  wished  to  speak  the  speech 
of  Music  ;  they  wished  to  write  it,  and  yet  its 
words  were  not  yet  found ;  they  wished  to  make 
grammars,  and  yet  all  the  elements  of  the  lan- 
guage were  wanting.  The  most  famous  scholars 
asked  antiquity ;  and  antiquity,  so  wonderful  in 
its  works  of  architecture  and  sculpture,  in  its 
prose  and  poetry, — antiquity,  in  which  lay  the  ele- 
ments for  the  revival  of  philosophy,  literature  and 
painting,  became  for  music  the  source  of  the 
greatest  barbarism.  Men  without  names  ventured 
on  the  path  of  experiment  and  discovered  much 
that  was  true  and  useful.  They  had  to  bring  the 
old  rubbish  into  harmony  with  nature,  the  inex- 
tricable points  of  archfeology  with  universal  feel- 
m",  the  ear  with  Boethius,  the  classical  doctrines 
of  the  Organum  with  the  romantic  doctrine  of 
the  Third  and  Sixth.     Many  men  in  the  Middle 


*  Witness  Godfrey  Weber's  treatise  on  the  Theory  of  Musical 
Composition. 
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Ages  exhausted  themselves  in  attempts  to  bring 
about  this  unnatural  union,  which  was  finally 
realized  in  the  course  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
in  the  following  manner.  I  give  here  a  fragment 
of  a  Gloria,  taken  from  a  Mass,  which  master 
Machault  composed  in  the  year  of  grace  1364, 
for  the  anointing  and  coronation  of  Charles  V., 
King  of  France. 
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Master  Guillaume  Machault,  poet  and  musician, 
was  a  perfect  eclectic,  an  artist  impartial  and 
complaisant  toward  every  one,  as  one  may  see 
from  this  example,  in  which  the  old  Organum  of 
Hucbald  in  octaves,  fifths  and  fourths  reaches 
the  hand  of  brotherhood  to  the  improvements 
which  John  de  Muris  had  taught  in  the  composer's 
country  thirty  years  before.  Machault  had  de- 
rived due  profit  therefrom !  The  example  is 
worthy  of  remark,  because  it  proves  that  the 
musicians  of  that  time,  although  they  wrote  in 
four  parts,  yet  possessed  no  correct  knowledge  of 
Harmony  ;  I  mean  Harmony  by  means  of  chords. 
They  scarcely  had  a  presentiment  of  that.  We 
here  discern  indeed  some  Trichords,  but  only  as 
a  necessary  consequence  of  putting  together  two 
intervals ;  only  as  a  fruitless  accident,  and  not  as 
a  fundamental  law,  from  which  all  proceeds  and 
to  which  all  flows  back.  Notes  were  brought  to- 
gether in  consonances  and  dissonances,  without 
making  either  to  depend  on  the  harmonic  totality, 
to  which  they  should  all  contribute.  So  little  did 
the  old  contrapuntists  think  of  filling  out  the 
chord,  that  frequently,  as  we  see,  the  four  parts 
together  present  nothing  but  a  third,  a  fifth,  or 
a  mere  unison.  Is  not  this  Harmony  of  the  four- 
teenth, indeed  we  may  say  of  the  whole  fifteenth 
century,  much  emptier  and  less  satisfying  to  the 


ear,  than  the  simple  unisons  or  octaves  of  the 
natural  singers  ? 

One  question  presses  here  upon  our  notice,  of 
which  I  presume  no  one  will  deny  the  interest 
nor  the  merit  of  having  hitherto  eluded  all  inves- 
tigation. With  the  knowledge,  which  the  musi- 
cians of  that  period  possessed,  or  rather  with  that 
which  they  did  not  possess,  (for  they  lacked 
nearly  all,)  what  could  they,  or  what  should  they 
do  ?  A  new  question  is  a  sort  of  windfall,  which 
no  writer  declines.  I  shall  be  pardoned  therefore, 
if  I  also  take  advantage  of  it. 

Musical  Art  in  the  fourteenth  century,  like  a 
new-born,  misshapen,  frail  and  sickly  child,  fol- 
lowed a  course  plainly  contrary  to  nature.  It 
turned  from  the  composite  to  the  simple,  from 
canonical  counterpoint  to  chords,  and  from  chords 
to  melody.  Why  did  it  not  begin  with  the  last, 
which  is  the  essential  and  moreover  the  most 
obvious  thing  in  Music  ?  Nature  herself  under- 
takes to  teach  Melody ;  she  dictates  its  turns  and 
its  character  with  an  inexhaustible  variety,  and 
often  with  a  charm  of  expression,  according  to 
the  prosody  of  the  language,  the  influences  of 
climate  and  other  special  relations  of  the  physical 
and  intellectual  life  of  nations.  The  cheerful  shep- 
herd's song  (Villanella),  the  naive  Barcarolle,  the 
idyllic  Sicilienne  (shepherd's  dance),  the  Tyrolese 
song  with  its  double  voice,  that  sounds  like  an 
echo  from  the  mountains,  the  French  cradle  songs, 
the  English  ballads,  the  Ossianic  and  melancholy 
Scotch  melodies,  the  complaining  and  tender 
Russian  melodies  and  other  national  songs,  in 
which  is  expressed  the  original  genius  of  the 
races,  nearly  obliterated  by  our  present  civiliza- 
tion,— how  many  happy  and  fruitful  thoughts, 
what  poetic  treasures  lie  in  them  !  Treasures,  at 
the  command  of  every  one.  What  the  hunter  of 
the  Alps,  the  herdsman  of  the  Apennines  and  of 
Mt.  iEtna,  the  ploughman  on  the  banks  of  the 
Wolga  and  the  Don,— what  these  uncultivated 
men  found,  and  without  difficulty,  men,  who  had 
applied  themselves  especially  to  the  study  of 
music,  should  have  been  able  to  find  much  more 
easily  and  without  doubt  much  better.  A  little 
reflection  will  suffice  to  show  that  they  could 
not. 

From  the  moment  that  Art  steps  into  the  place 
of  nature,  and  methodical  schooling  into  the 
place  of  immediate  consciousness,  the  artist  loses 
irrecoverably  the  capacity  of  instinctive  inspira- 
tions ;  he  is  held  to  produce  according  to  the 
rules  which  he  has  made  for  himself;  for  other- 
wise he  would  cease  to  be  an  artist,  and  retrograde 
towards  that  standpoint  from  which  it  is  the  very 
end  of  Art  to  lead  him  away.  This  being  estab- 
lished, we  ask,  how  the  musicians  of  the  fourteenth 
century  must  have  produced  a  melody  in  the  ways 
known  and  current  in  their  time.  With  music  in 
the  state  of  Art,  we  have  said.  Harmony  is  the 
substance,  Melody  the  form.  Without  substance 
there  is  no  form,  and  the  substance,  that  is  the 
accords,  were  wanting  to  the  workmen.  Their 
labor  found  its  only  guide  and  proof  in  the  suc- 
cession of  the  intervals  or  toties  combined  by  two 
and  two.  Now  since  the  union  of  two  notes 
makes  only  an  indefinite  and  ambiguous  impres- 
sion on  the  ear ;  since  we  always  need  a  third 
tone,  real  or  implied,  to  bring  out  a  complete, 
determined  and  self-founded  Harmony,  the  musi- 
cians were  not  able  with  such  a  method  to  dis- 
cover the  relations  of  the  Key  and  of  modulation, 
which  alone   make  Melody.     Their  parts  were 


set  down  upon  paper  accidentally  and  according 
to  this  blind  mode  of  proceeding.  That  was  the 
first  hindrance,  which  was  not  of  a  nature  to  last 
long.  By  a  sort  of  self-refining  process  the  pro- 
gressions of  the  intervals  produced  the  Chord  so 
often,  that  they  finally  gave  the  harmonic  trinity 
invariably  and  as  a  common  natural  basis  for  all 
the  labors  of  composition.  Theory  kept  a  very 
long  silence  about  this  extraordinary  discovery  ; 
it  waited  for  Kameau,  to  be  legitimately  explained  ; 
but  from  the  fifteenth  century  down  we  see  whole 
series  of  chords  gradually  taking  the  place  of  the 
two-footed  passages  which  had  formed  the  rule. 
In  the  works  of  the  first  Flemish  school,  the  oldest 
of  all  schools,  the  feeling  of  the  harmonic  law 
begins  clearly  to  break  out,  and  the  melodic 
design  to  improve  in  proportion.  But  in  the 
parts  or  voices,  that  were  contrived  to  produce 
some  kind  of  musical  meaning,  none  at  all  was 
found.  Obstacles,  which  it  required  more  time 
to  remove  than  mere  ignorance  ;  obstacles,  which 
were  yet  more  obstinate,  because  they  had  their 
roots  in  the  incarnate  theoretic  prejudices  and 
even  touched  the  institutions  of  the  church, 
necessarily  made  Melody  impossible  for  more  than 
two  centuries  longer. 

The  eight  Church  Tones  of  the  Gregorian 
Chant  were  the  only  ones  in  use  from  antiquity, 
and  the  only  ones  which  theory  recognized. 
They  had  the  three-fold  sanction,  of  time,  of 
established  theory  and  of  the  Catholic  ritual.  To 
these  guaranties,  so  imposing  in  themselves,  Gla- 
reanus  (Henry  Loritus,  a  theorist  of  the  sixteenth 
century)  added  the  legislative  and  always  highly 
venerated  authority  of  the  ancients.  He  identi- 
fied the  Church  Tones  with  the  Greek  Modes 
and  gave  them  the  names  Dorian,  Phrygian, 
Lydian,  and  so  forth,  of  which  neither  St.  Am- 
brose nor  St.  Gregory  had  ever  thought.  In  this^ 
way  every  thing  contributed  to  make  out  of  the 
institution  of  the  Church  Modes  an  unassailable 
musical  dogma  and,  as  it  were,  a  supplemental 
article  of  faith,  which  no  one  ventured  openly  to 
deny  or  overstep. 

My  readers  know  that  these  Modes,  ascribed  to 
the  Greeks,  were  nothing  but  the  normal  diatonic 
scale  of  C  major,  comprised  in  octaves,  which 
began  and  ended  upon  other  notes  besides  the 
Tonic.  They  also  know,  and  possibly  still  better, 
that  upon  the  place,  which  the  half-tones  occupy 
upon  the  major  and  minor  scale,  depend  the  com- 
binations which  determine  the  Key.  But  since 
in  all  the  Church  Tones  this  place  changed  con- 
tinually, according  to  the  arbitrary  note  with 
which  the  scale  commenced,  it  followed  that  the 
essential  chords  were  more  or  less  wanting  to  all 
the  authentic  or  solemn  modes;  that  the  Dorian, 
for  example,  which  began  with  a  D,  in  the  want 
of  a  C  sharp,  had  neither  the  half-tone  imme- 
diately below  the  ground-tone  for  its  melody  nor 
a  Dominant  chord  for'  its  harmony ;  that  the 
Lydian,  which  began  with  an  F,  ran  against  the 
Tri-tone  instead  of  the  Fourth,  which  it  should 
have  found  on  the  fourth  step,  and  so  on. — 
We  see  at  once  the  impossibility  of  realizing  any 
natural  melody  with  these  unsettled  scales.  But 
we  believe  too,  that  they  never  applied  the  Church 
Tones  in  their  theoretic  and  grammatical  purity. 
The  singers  must  have  corrected  and  modified 
them  from  instinct,  as  do  the  singers  in  the  Grajco- 
Russian  churches  at  this  day,  using  sharps  and 
flats,  not  indicated  in  the  book,  as  often  as  the  ear 
craves  them.    In  this  way  the  Church  Tones,  as 
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they  were,  could  serve  for  a  long  time  and  main- 
tain a  semblance  of  reality,  so  long  as  the  canto 
fervio  was  only  executed  in  unison  or  octaves. 
But  with  Harmony  all  this  became  pure  illusion. 
With  Harmony  there  was  no  longer  a  Dorian,  or 
a  Phrygian,  or  any  other  scale  of  that  sort ;  there 
were  the  Major  and  Minor,  which  require  sensi- 
ble and  characteristic  notes ;  that  is,  the  true 
scales  and  the  transposed  keys,  that  is  sharps  and 
flats;  moreover  a  natural  tune,  that  is  a  natural 
modulation,  that  is  in  a  word  all  that  the  Church 
Tones  had  not.  The  obstacle  was  insurmounta- 
ble. They  had  to  get  round  it  by  a  thousand 
subtleties,  a  thousand  roundabout  ways  ;  and  just 
as  men  had  labored  to  reconcile  the  Hucbald 
progression  with  the  permitted  passages,  which 
was  very  bad,  but  at  least  practicable,  so  now  the 
science  and  genius  of  the  composers  were  ex- 
hausted upon  the  impossible  problem  of  reconcil- 
ing Harmony  with  the  Church  Tones,  when  there 
was  an  invincible  repugnance  between  them. 
What  occurred  in  consequence  ?  Out  of  mere 
regard  and  forbearance  towards  this  venerable 
institution,  it  came  to  pass  that  the  composers, 
without  thinking  of  it,  utterly  destroyed  it,  and 
finally  to  their  great  amazement  found  above  its 
ruins  the  twenty-four  keys  of  modern  music,  the 
result  of  Harmony  and  Melody  completed.    . 

The  first  shift  that  was  thought  of  was  to  change 
the  B  of  the  Lydian  Mode  into  a  B  flat ;  since 
the  B  natural  formed  with  the  Tonic  a  tri-tone  or 
false  Fourth,  an  interval  scarcely  regarded  with 
abhorrence  before,  and  now  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished and  useful  servants  of  the  harmonic 
kingdom.  In  this  way  the  Greek  tone-system 
was  tolerably  conformed  to  the  relations  of  the 
modern  scale  and  forced  to  bear  a  somewhat 
closer  resemblance  to  our  scale  of  F  major  than 
one  drop  of  water  to  another.  This  alone  among 
all  the  Church  Tones  had  this  invaluable  advan- 
tage, at  least  in  writing ;  and  I  make  this  remark 
with  so  much  the  more  interest,  because  it  very 
well  explains  the  singular  partiality  of  the  com- 
posers of  the  sixteenth  century,  already  learned 
harmonists,  for  this  key.  Nearly  all  the  exam- 
ples of  their  works,  which  Burney  gives,  bear  the 
signature  of  one  flat. 

To  be  sure,  the  concession  of  a  B  flat  was  a 
small  affair.  They  had  to  modulate  accordingly, 
to  touch  the  essential  chords,  to  pass  out  into  other 
keys.  Here  was  a  new  perplexity.  The  Lydian 
Mode,  transformed  into  a  major  scale,  had  indeed 
all  the  chords  required  within  the  limits  of  its  own 
Tonic ;  but  its  key  did  not  suffice  to  eflect  the 
nearest  transition.  If  one  wanted,  for  example, 
to  pass  from  F  into  B  flat  major,  or  into  D  minor 
or  A  minor,  the  ear  demanded  in  the  first  case  the 
characteristic  E  flat ;  in  the  second  case  the  semi- 
tone C  sharp  below  the  key-note ;  in  the  third 
case,  G  sharp;  downright  falsifications  of  the 
Church  Modes,  manifest  oversteppings  of  the 
established  system.  Modulation  was  not  possible; 
not  to  modulate  was  equally  impossible.  What 
then  was  to  be  done  ?  Patience  !  here  comes  the 
celebrated  Franchinus  Gaforio,  Gaforus  or  Gafo- 
rius,  who  will  instruct  us  in  his  treatise,  entitled 
Praclica  musicce,  chapter  13,  De  musica  Jicta 
contrapuncto.  Does  the  reader  know  what  this 
fictitious  music  is  ?  Nothing  more  nor  less  than 
real  music,  music  for  the  ear,  with  body  and  soul 
to  it ;  the  necessity  of  setting  sharps  and  flats, 
where  they  were  needed,  without  its  being  per- 
missible on  that  account  ever  to  write  them  upon 


paper,  for  that  was  called  altering  the  purity  of 
the  scales.  All  were  lost,  should  the  eyes  see 
what  the  ear  must  hear.  What  a  casuist  was  this 
Gaforius  I  What  a  perfect  Jesuit,  although  Loy- 
ola's children  were  not  yet  born  !  Sharps  and 
flats  arc  permitted  when  you  cannot  do  without 
them,  but  to  write  tlicm  is  a  sin.  An  excellent 
doctrine,  which  applies  to  many  other  things  as 
well  as  flats  and  sharps. 

By  virtue  of  this  fiction,  which  quieted  the 
consciences  of  contemporaries  at  the  expense  of 
future  historians,  who  had  officially  to  decipher 
the  old  music,  the  musicians  remained  in  good 
faith  that  they  were  operating  upon  Greek  or 
Church  Tones,  while  they  were  making  neither 
more  nor  less  than  Major  and  Minor.  Neverthe- 
less this  prejudice,  so  long  as  it  stood  in  theory, 
had  a  great  influence  upon  practice.  The  tune, 
instead  of  resting  on  the  essential  chords  of  one 
Major  or  Minor  Tone,  continued  to  move  upon 
arbitrary  limits  in  the  different  scales  of  the  canto 
fermo.'  The  Diatonic  passed  for  the  rule  ;  the 
Chromatic  for  a  painful,  but  unavoidable  excep- 
tion, to  be  used  as  sparingly  as  possible.  Hence 
all  the  inconveniences  in  the  train  of  the  old 
music  : — the  want  of  resonance,  the  poverty  and 
helplessness  of  modulations,  the  rests  and  cadences 
running  so  contrary  to  nature,  and  an  anxiety  to 
avoid  scales,  whose  use  would  have  involved  too 
many  flats  and  sharps,  that  is  to  say  too  many 
exceptions  and  licences !  Summa  summarum  : 
Melody  was  just  0.  We  shall  see  hereafter  how 
much  the  rules  of  the  Canon  must  have  aggra- 
vated the  impediments  of  a  tone-system,  that  was 
in  itself  so  unpropitious  to  the  demands  of  Art. 

For  the  musicians  in  the  state  of  nature,  not  a 
single  one  of  these  impediments  existed.  Neither 
scales  nor  modulations  gave  them  any  difficulty. 
They  sang  the  Major  more  correctly  than  any  of 
the  learned  ones  who  had  been  initiated  into  the 
mysteries  of  the  cantus  durus  and  the  cantus 
mollis  ;  they  intonated  the  Minor  more  accurately 
than  the  cuckoo ;  they  set  the  sharps  and  flats 
with  an  unerring  tact,  and  slept  none  the  worse 
for  it,  the  happy  mortals !  Melody  streamed  rich 
and  fluid  from  their  lips ;  dance  music,  brisk  and 
well  cadenced,  animated  their  clumsy  bows  ;  their 
ignorance  understood  how  to  flatter  the  ear,  to 
excite  the  senses,  to  move  the  heart,  when  science 
was  far  from  dreaming  that  there  is  no  music 
without  these  three  conditions.  The  artists  looked 
down  with  contempt  upon  their  modest  colleagues, 
who  were  far  before  them  ;  and  yet  a  secret  envy, 
a  desire  of  imitation,  which  they  did  not  confess 
to  themselves,  was  mingled  with  their  contempt 
for  the  natural  music,  with  that  enjoyment,  of 
which  they  were  ashamed,  but  which  they  none 
the  less  found  very  agreeable.  They  despised 
them,  and  yet  they  were  repeatedly  compelled  in 
their  own  barrenness  and  impotence  to  have  re- 
course to  them.  I  take  pains  to  collect  the  evi- 
dences of  this  fact,  as  far  as  they  can  be  had.  It 
is  very  important,  and   the  historians  have  not 

understood  it. 

[To  be  continued.] 


Musical  Criticism,  with  Specimens. 

[From  Punch.] 
Mr.  Punch  has  received  a  great  batch  of  new 
music.  He  has  not  the  slightest  idea  why  it 
should  be  sent  to  him,  but  several  strong  ideas 
why  it  should  not.  The  only  object,  so  far  as  he 
can  understand,  with  which  music  is  sent  to  a 
periodical  is  that  the  latter  may  puff  the  former 
more  or  less  outrageously.     Well,  puffing  is  un- 


happily not  much  in  Mr.  Punch's  way ;  but,  be- 
sides this,  it  really  appears  to  him  a  great  waste 
of  paper,  nicely  printed  with  musical  characters, 
and  embellished  with  frontispices  of  greater  or 
less  absurdity,  to  send  it  to  him  or  any  other 
honest  reviewer  when  every  music  publisher  ap- 
jiears  to  keep  a  clerk  expressly  to  write  the  re- 
views of  the  "house's"  publications.  What  is 
the  use  of  a  bit  of  sound  opinion,  when  there  is 
a  fluent  young  gentleman  ready  with  a  cut  and 
dry  paragraph  to  fit  anything  his  master  may 
publish  ?  "  Of  all  the  exquisite  gems  which 
even  the  heaven-born  fancy  of  the  gifted  BuG- 
GINGS  has  produced,  this  is  at  once  the  most 
sparkling,  the  most  captivating,  and  withal  the 
easiest  for  the  player."  Or  :  "  We  thought  that 
Snoggings  Loggings  had  reached  the  acme  of 
genius  when  he  wrote  his  '  Pearls  on  the  Heart- 
strings,' but  we  have  learned  our  presumption  in 
listening  to  '  Diamonds  of  the  Brain.' "  And 
then  these  counter  critics  have  another  advantage. 
While  they  are  forging  a  criticism  they  invent  a 
journal  for  it,  and  specimens  of  papers  which 
neither  we  nor  the  Stamp  Office  ever  heard  of 
are  daily  advertised  as  coolly  as  if  such  papers 
had  existence.  This  is  prudent.  Our  friend  the 
Musical  World,  for  instance,  is  very  honest ;  and 
despite  his  extreme  fatuousness  in  contending 
that  fiddlers  are  not,  habitually,  fools,  gives  legiti- 
mate opinions  on  music,  and  we  never  see  his 
name  attached  to  any  publisher's  puffing.  But 
we  read  of  the  Musical  Jargon,  and  the  Musical 
Slaverer,  and  the  Musical  Trowel,  and  the  Musi- 
cal Toadeater,  and  a  score  of  similar  works,  and 
on  the  strength  of  such  frauds  helpless  young 
ladies  who  look  down  the  advertising  columns  to 
see  what  new  pieces  they  shall  buy  are  deluded 
into  the  purchase  of  rubbish.  And  how  the 
young  gentleman  grins  when  they  walk  into  his 
master's  shop,  and  say  they  will  take  the  "  Cloud 
of  Harmonies,"  or  the  "  Bilious  Girl's  Prayer," 
because  they  "  see  it  is  spoken  well  of  by  the 
press."  What,  therefore,  is  the  use  of  sending 
new  music  to  Mr.  Punch  ? 

However,  as  it  has  come,  he  will  look  at  it.  It 
appears  to  have  been  in  a  great  measure  inspired 
by  recent  events,  nearly  all  of  it  having  relation 
to  the  Oriental  question.  The  first  which  comes 
to  hand  is — ■ 

"  Up  with  the  Union-Jack,  Crescent,  and  Tri- 
color!" A  patriotic  Song,  dedicated  to  Omer 
Pasha.  Poetry  by  Alcibiades  Bung. 
Music  by  Haydn  Joreiwops. 

We  do  not  think  we  like  this  poetry — much. 
Yet  it  is  bold,  and  boldness  belongs  to  a  martial 
subject. 

Up  with  the  Union-Jack,  Crescent  and  Tricolor, 

Proudly  the  flags  shall  in  harmony  join. 
Teaching  the  haughty  Kuss  champion  to  break  a  law 

Which  to  keep  sacred  he  ought  to  combine. 
Chiiige  on  him,  sons  of  the  Thames  and  the  Isis, 

Charge  on  him,  sons  of  the  Seine  and  the  Rhone, 
Showing  you're  equal  to  cope  with  this  crisis. 

By  taking  a  iirra  and  a  resolute  tone. 

Fear  not  his  millions  of  Muscovite  legions; 

Are  they  not  slaves  who  can  never  be  free  ? 
While  you  are  proud  of  the  noble  allegiance 

You  owe  to  Belle  France  and  the  Isle  of  the  Sea. 
So  dash  up  the  Danube  with  all  your  three-deckers, 

And  lashing  its  billows  to  fury  and  foam. 
Let  all  the  dark  mountains  resound  with  your  echoes, 

^^Yituc\\,  frappez  cliez  vous!'^  and  "Bold  Britons, 
strike  home." 

If  we  were  hypercritical  we  might  object  to 
the  rhyme  to  "  tricolor,"  which  rhyme,  if  read 
"  breek  a  lore,"  as  is  necessary,  ridicules  Cock- 
neyism.  Next  we  object  to  "join"  and  "com- 
bine." Thirdly,  we  want  somebody  with  whom 
Nicholas  should  combine.  Fourthly,  we  think 
the  seventh  and  eighth  lines  slightly  prosaic. 
Fifthly,,  we  do  not  think  Nick  has  millions  of 
legions,  or  if  he  has  why  they  are  not  to  be  feared, 
and  why  they  are  to  rhyme  to  "  allegiance." 
Sixthly,  we  want  to  know  how  a  three-decker  is 
to  be  got  up  into  the  Danube ;  and  Seventhly, 
we  object  to  the  translation  of  "strike  home." 
But,  on  the  whole,  the  song  has  only  the  faults  of 
its  class,  and  is  so  like  the  majority  of  such  works, 
and  the  music  (being  stolen  from  Meyerbeer) 
is  so  good,  that  we  are  happy  to  recommend  it. 
The  next  is  sentimental. 
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"  Her  Ouardsman's  where,  on  Danube's  Bank." 
Song.  The  poetry  hy  the  Honorable  Augus- 
tus NoBHEAD,  the  music  by  Mrs.  Autolycus 
Cabbage  de  Ckibb. 

Her  Guardsman's  where,  on  Danube's  bank. 

The  Moslem  walks  his  round. 
And  though  her  loved  one's  sword  may  clank 

She  cannot  hear  the  sound. 
For  many  a  day  her  cheek  will  pale, 

From  his  dear  sight  debarred. 
And  many  a  night  she'll  still  bewail 

For  that  young  Coldstream  Guard. 

But  time,  it  is  a  wondrous  thing. 

And  passes  day  by  day. 
And  after  winter  comes  the  spring, 

To  smile  the  storm  away. 
And  oh  some  day  that  heart  may  gain 

Its  pure  and  riph  reward. 
And  those  bright  eyes  look  not  in  vain 

For  that  young  Coldstream  Guard. 

The  lady's  music  is  in  every  way  worthy  of  the 
gentleman's  poetry,  and  as  the  publisher,  who 
naturally  knows  so  much  more  about  these  things 
than  we  can,  observes,  "  There  is  a  touching  and 
pellucid  mingling  of  gentle  sorrow  and  of  elevated 
hope  about  this  song,  which  must  recommend  it 
alike  to  the  piano-forte  of  the  general  player,  and 
of  the  fastidious  Christian." 

The  third  song  with  which  we  have  been  fa- 
vored has  what  the  writer  supposes  to  be  a  local 
coloring  about  it.  A  very  little  of  such  color, 
and  that  not  over  well  put  on,  is  enough  in  these 
days.    It  is 

"  Oh  were  I  hut  a  Pasha's  Bride  !  "  Song  hy  a 
Young  Lady  of  Rank.  Mmicby  Signor  Volti 
SuBiTO,  principal  Harpist  to  the  Queen  of  the 
Cannibal  Islands. 

Oh  were  I  but  a  Pasha's  bride, 

I'd  love  his  bridle  rein, 
And  I  would  ever  seek  his  side 

Upon  the  battle  plain. 
And  when  the  dreadful  fight  was  done, 

I'd  deck  his  gay  kiosk. 
Or  mix  his  sherbet,  scour  his  gun, 

Or  go  with  him  to  mosque. 

And  when  his  mutes  the  fearful  knives, 

Or  cords  of  death  should  bring, 
My  tears  should  save  the  victims'  lives, 

My  beau  relax  the  string. 
And  I  would  crush  his  crimson  fez. 

And  stick  it  on  one  side — 
I  care  not  what  my  mother  says, 

I'd  be  a  Pasha's  bride. 

As  regards  this  precocious  young  lady,  whose 
ideas  of  a  Pasha's  domestic  arrangements  are  so 
accurate,  we  can  only  say  that,  though  possibly 
we  might  be  inclined  to  spoil  the  child  in  the  way 
not  recommended  by  Solomon,  we  should  cer- 
tainly remit  her  to  a  course  of  dry  toast  and  water 
and  collects.  As  for  Signor  Volti  Subito,  we 
recommend  him  to  turn  rapidly  to  some  other 
profession  than  music-making:  —  stone-breaking 
would  supply  his  ear  with  all  the  liveliness  it 
seems  to  covet. 

We  find  a  mass  of  other  songs  in  the  parcel, 
but  have  no  space  to  do  more  than  enumerate 
them.  There  is  the  "  Sultan's  Triumph,  a  Coun- 
try Dance ; "  "  When  Britain  Storms  the  Iron 
Gate ; "  "  "The  Guards  are  Gone !  How  many 
Hearts ; "  "  The  Barrack  Halls  are  vacant  now ;" 
"  The  Fusileers  on  the  Danube,  a  March  ; "  "  Let 
England's  Ships  in  Thunder  Roar ; "  "  Pop  Goes 
the  Cannon  ;  "  "  England,  Old  Tyranny's  Foe ; " 
"  Beautiful  Sisters,  the  Thames  and  the  Seine ; " 
"  Join,  France  and  England,  Hand  in  Hand," 
&c.  &c.  We  may  deal  with  them  at  some  future 
period ;  in  the  mean  time,  we  doubt  not  to  see 
them  puffed  every  day,  according  to  publishers' 
custom,  with  choice  laudations,  shop-manufacture, 
and  carefully  selected  from  non-existent  journals. 


^, 


On  Dit. — A  singular  report  is  circulating  in 
the  city,  that  the  magnificent  present  of  $5,000 
to  Paul  Julien,  the  loss  of  his  violins,  &c.,  was  a 
great  hoax,  of  the  same  getire  as  the  Amazonian 
Light- Guard  of  last  week.  We  have  heard  of 
artists  falling  into  the  water,  or  reporting  them- 
selves as  having  fallen  in,  and  submitting  to 
various  other  accidents  for  advertising  purposes, 
but  we  should  be  sorry  to  think  that  so  promising 
a  talent  as  Paul  Julien  could  be  prostituted  to 
this  sort  of  thing.— Willis's  Mus.  World. 


ARIETTE     FOR     MUSIC. 

BY   SHELLEY. 

As  the  moon's  soft  splendor 

O'er  the  faint,  cold  starlight  of  heaven 

Is  thrown, 
So  thy  voice,  most  tender. 
To  the  strings  without  soul  has  given 

Its  own. 

The  stars  will  awaken. 

Though  the  moon  sleep  a  full  hour  later 

To-night. 
No  leaf  will  be  shaken. 
Whilst  the  dews  of  thy  melody  will  scatter 

Delight. 

Though  the  sound  overpowers. 

Sing  again,  with  thy  sweet  voice  revealing 

A  tone 
Of  some  world  far  from  ours. 
Where  music,  and  moonlight,  and  feeling. 

Are  one. 


Organ  Playing  in  Philadelphia. 

The  editor  of  Fitzgerald's  City  Item,  Philadel- 
phia, has  commenced  a  series  of  articles  upon  the 
Choirs  in  that  city,  which  he  prefaces  with  the 
following  remarks  upon  its  organ  music.  We 
forbear  comments,  at  least  until  he  shall  have 
more  fully  developed  his  idea,  as  promised  in 
future  articles. 

We  difier  much  from  other  cities,  even  in  this 
particular,  and  the  mannerisms  of  Boston,  or 
New  York,  are  as  distinct  from  ours  as  it  is  possi- 
ble to  imagine.  It  is,  therefore,  difBcult  for  a 
person  from  either  of  those  cities  to  criticize  our 
Church  Music  without  prejudice,  so  much  does  it 
clash  against  their  preconceived  notions  of  reli- 
gious propriety.  We  do  not  wish  to  claim  a 
superiority  in  our  Church  Music  above  that  in  our 
neighboring  cities,  for  we  are  fully  aware  that, 
generally  speaking,  we  are  far  behind  them, 
especially  New  York,  where  liberality,  united  with 
a  laudable  wish  to  stand  first  in  such  matters,  has 
established  in  all  the  leading  churches,  singers  and 
organists  of  the  highest  ability,  at  an  expense 
that  would  stagger  any  music  committee  in  this 
city.  There  is  but  little  of  this  willingness  to 
expend  freely  in  our  own  churches,  and  the  result 
is,  that  we  usually  find  a  good  organist  and  an 
indifferent  choir,  or  vice  versa. 

Philadelphia  is  the  head  quarters  of  what  is 
known  as  the  "  light  style  "  of  organ  playing.  It 
reigns  in  almost  every  church,  modified  to  suit  the 
congregations,  and  some  of  these  modifications  are 
droll  enough,  when  beginners  essay  to  make  them. 
The  German  and  English  schools  have  also  their 
representatives  at  Grace  and  St.  Mark's  churches, 
but  these  are  not  so  popular  as  the  lighter  style, 
which  is  the  juste  milieu  between  the  heaviness  of 
the  strict  school,  and  the  indecorous  gaiety  of  the 
operatic  ;  it  combines  pleasmg  and  appropriate 
melody  with  solid  and  effective  harmony ;  it 
retains  a  devotional  feeling,  while  it  does  not  dis- 
card an  occasional  use  of  dramatic  power  that 
adds  much  to  the  general  effect  upon  the  audi- 
tory. 

What  we  understand  as  the  true  aim  of  organ 
playing  in  the  course  of  divine  worship  is  this :  to 
produce  a  continuance  of  the  emotions  excited  by 
the  part  of  the  service  immediately  preceding  the 
voluntary.  For  instance,  we  will  take  the  ser- 
vices for  Good  Friday,  in  an  Episcopal  Church — 
what  is  the  proper  style  for  a  voluntary  after  the 
portion  of  scripture  appointed  for  that  solemn 
anniversary  ? — we  do  not  want  to  hear  a  succes- 
sion of  intricate  progressions,  and  a  simple  sub- 
ject of  four  or  eight  bars  elaborated  with  even 
the  best  ability  ;  that  does  not  keep  the  thoughts 
of  the  congregation  upon  the  hill  of  Calvary. 
No — we  should  have  a  dramatic  extemporization, 
— the  broken  sobs,  the  solemn  darkness,  the  rend- 
ing of  the  veil,  and  the  meek  accents  of  the  dying 
Voice ;  all  these  should  be  kept  in  mind,  by  a 
wildness  of  harmony,  sometimes  discordant,  a 
broken  and  interrupted  melody  of  the  most  plain- 


tive character,  and  by  a  succession  of  grand 
climaxes,  finally  dying  off  in  wailing  passages.  It 
seems  to  us  that  some  such  treatment  of  the  sub- 
ject as  this  suggests,  is  far  more  appropriate  to  the 
occasion  than  the  too  evident  science  of  the  Ger- 
man school,  or  the  too  carefully  prepared  cadences 
of  the  English.  It  is  this  kind  of  descriptive 
music  that  is  most  applicable  to  churches,  and  it 
constitutes  the  aim  of  the  "  light  style." 


■  Msii:   JibruaK 


Lioudon. 

Royal  Italian  Opera.  The  event  of  the  first  week 
in  May  was  the  revival  of  Beethoven's  Fiddlo,  and  the 
triumph  of  Cruvelli  in  the  most  difficult  part  of  Leonora. 
The  Musical  World  says; 

She  has  entered  upon  her  task  with  faith  and  enthu- 
siasm. Had  she  merely  shown  a  common  talent,  nothing 
could  have  saved  her.  She  has  had  the  courage  to  ap- 
pear before  that  public  which,  six  years  ago,  was  slow 
to  perceive  her  merits,  in  a  part  depending  solely  upon 
truth  for  effect,  offering  scarcely  a  single  opportunity  for 
the  display  of  mere  vocal  brilliancy,  scarcely  a  point 
where  facile  execution,  irrespective  of  dramatic  pro- 
priety, would  be  likely  to  ensure  the  plaudits  so  flatter- 
ing to  the  ears  of  an  artist.  To  understand  and  enjoy 
Fidelia  thoroughly,  the  attention  must  never  wander; 
nothing  must  be  unheeded,  nothing  indifferently  heard, 
or  much  that  is  interesting  and  important  loses  its 
weight  and  significancy.  To  enter  fully  into  the  excel- 
lence of  Cruvelli's  Leonora,  it  must  be  closely  watched 
throughout.  Leonora  is  almost  always  on  the  stage, 
and,  when  not  on  the  stage,  always  in  the  confidence  of 
the  audience,  who  listen  with  her  to  the  wicked  machin- 
ations of  Pizarro,  sympathize  with  her  in  the  wretched 
condition  of  Florestan.  Not  a  scene,  a  dialogue,  an  air, 
scarcely  a  speech  or  recitative,  which  does  not  in  some 
degree  advance  the  progress  of  the  action  and  approach 
a  step  towards  the  dramatic  climax.  The  labor  of  sus- 
taining such  a  part  with  anything  like  efficiency  may 
easily  be  comprehended.  How  much  greater  to  realize 
completely,  as  Cruvelli  has  done,  the  whole  meaning 
and  intentions  of  the  author  and  composer !  Her  first 
scene,  before  she  has  obtained  the  contidence  of  Rocco, 
before  she  has  overheard  the  revelations  of  Pizarro, 
would  alone  show  her  to  be  an  actress.  The  eagerness 
with  which  she  listens  to  the  gaoler,  in  the  hopes  of  ob- 
taining every  interesting  particular  in  reference  to  the 
prisoner  whom  she  suspects  to  be  her  husband,  is  intense 
and  beautiful.  Her  exhibition  of  horror,  and  subsequent 
burst  of  resolution  when  the  treachery  of  Pizarro  has 
been  disclosed,  is  exceedingly  fine,  and  her  acting  during 
the  whole  of  the  grave  scene  consummate.  We  have 
remarked  few  touches  of  natural  instinct  more  exqui- 
sitely embodied  than  when,  hearing  the  unconscious 
Florestan  speak  of  "  Leonora,"  she  checks  her  almost 
irresistible  desire  to  rvish  into  the  ai-ms  of  her  husband 
and  reveal  herself.  We  need  scarcely  call  attention  to 
the  great  points  of  the  declaration  to  Pizarro  and  the 
drawing  forth  the  pistol ;  these  are  self-evident  j  nor  is  it 
necessary  to  point  to  the  ardor,  the  overwhelming  affec- 
tion with  which  she  regards  Florestan  throughout  the 
subsequent  duet  (one  of  the  most  absorbing  pieces  in 
the  opera.)  But  when  her  task  is  accomplished  and  her 
husband  saved,  a  mcrre  delicate  exhibition  of  histrionic 
truth,  one  which  might  possibly  escape  all  but  the  most 
attentive  observer,  is  the  seeming  prostration,  mental 
and  bodily,  which  has  seized  upon  Leonora,  rendering 
her,  amid  the  fulness  of  her  happiness,  almost  an  apa 
thetic  spectator  of  what  passes  around  her.  A  point 
like  this  could  only  have  suggested  itself  to  rare  intelli- 
gence ;  and  this,  with  others  which  we  cannot  stop  to 
mention,  shows  Cruvelli  to  be  an  actress  of  the  highest 
sensibility  and  refinement. 

Cruvelli  has  the  power  of  expressing  joy  and  despair, 
hope  and  anxiety,  hatred  and  love,  fear  and  resolution, 
with  equal  felicity.  She  has  voice  and  execution  suffi- 
cient to  master  with  ease  all  the  trying  difficulties  of  the 
most  tr3'ing  and  difficult  parts.  'The  very  few  changes 
she  makes — which  we  cannot  applaud,  since  we  have 
yet  to  be  convinced  that  to  alter  Beethoven  is  to  improve 
him — may  easily  be  rejected  with  advant,age.  Cruvelli's 
abilities  are  such  that  they  are  wholly  unnecessary. 
She  evinces  throughout  the  opera  too  complete  a  forget- 
fulness  of  herself  in  her  author  to  make  it  possible  for 
us  to  believe  she  would  wittingly  interfere  with  his  ideas 
for  the  sake  of  shining  at  his  expense.  Not  the  least 
beauty  in  Cruvelli's  Leonora  is,  that  in  the  scenes  where 
resolution  scare  the  highest,  as  in  those  where  fear  and 
uncertainty  perplex,  the  modesty  of  womanhood  is  never 
overstepped,  while  a  sentiment  of  youth  in  the  tones  of 
the  voice,  in  every  look,  movement,  and  gesture,  im- 
parts a  peculiar  and  abiding  charm  to  the  whole  im- 
personation. It  is  long,  indeed,  since  we  have  felt  more 
entirely  satisfied  with  a  dramatic  and  vocal  performance 
from  first  to  last. 

The  part  of  Florestan  was  taken  by  Tamberlik,  Rocco 
by  Susini,  Pizarro  by  Tagliafico,  and  Marcellina  by 
Mile.  Marai;  all  of  whom  are  highly  praised,  as  well  as 
the  whole  performance  of  the  opera,  with  the  exception 
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of  the  chorus  of  prisoners.  Two  of  Beethoven's  four 
overtures  to  it  were  played,  namely,  the  regular  Fidelio 
overture,  in  E,  at  the  opening,  and  the  grand  Leonora,  in 
in  C,  between  the  acts.    The  latter  was  encored. 

Deury  Lane. — The  Signor  Bettini  who  sang  in  the 
Sonnambula  is  "  not  the  tenore  robusio,"  so  well  known  in 
Boston  and  New  York,  but  one  of  the  light  tenors,  of 
the  sentimental  order,  using  a  great  deal  oCfahetto,  with 
a  voice  of  little  power,  but  pleasing,  and  no  action. 
Mile.  Agnes  Bury  was  quite  successful  in  Amina. — Dcr 
Freyschiilz  was  given  three  times  to  crowded  houses. 
Fidelio  was  in  rehearsal,  with  Mme.  Caradori  as  Leonora, 
and  Formes  as  Eocco. 

New  Philharmonic  SociExr.  The  third  concert 
opened  with  Mozart's  overture  to  Der  Schauspiel- Director 
(The  Theatre  director).  The  World  gives  the  following 
account  of  it. 

The  overture  of  Mozart  is  belter  known  by  its  Italian 
name  of  II  Diretlore  -ddla  Commidia.  The  annotator  to 
the  New  Philharmonic  prospectus  is  wrong  in  stating 
that,  except  at  Herr  Jansa's  concert  last  year,  it  was 
never  performed  in  England,  since  for  many  years  it 
was  as  constant  an  interlude  at  the  theatres  as  any  of 
the  minuets  in  the  symphonies  of  Pleyel,  Romberg,  or 
Haydn.  Der  SchAuspiel-Director,  composed  iu  the  year 
1786,  is  described  by  Mozart  in  his  own  catalogue  as  "a 
comedy  with  music,  consisting  of  an  overture,  two  arias, 
a  terzet,  and  vaudeville."  It  was  commanded  by  the 
Emperor  of  Austria  for  a  fete  at  his  palace  of  Schon- 
brunn,  and  was  written  expressly  for  the  three  singers 
then  most  celebrated  at  Vienna,  namely,  Madame  Lange, 
Mile.  Cavaglieri,  and  Herr  Adamberger.  The  two 
sopimni  are  represented  under  the  names  of  Herz  and 
Silberklang,  and  the  piece  is  founded  entirely  on  a  sup- 
posed contest  between  them.  They  were  the  two  first 
female  vocalists  in  Europe  at  that  time,  each  excelling 
in  a  particular  style,  to  the  nature  of  which  the  names 
given  them  by  the  composer  may,  probably,  afford  some 
clue.  The  merits  of  both,  however,  are  made  so  promi- 
nent in  the  music,  that  the  question  as  to  which  really 
was  the  most  talented  was  left  as  far  from  solution  as 
before.  Each  had  her  andante  and  allegro ;  each  beauti- 
ful melodies,  in  a  different  character;  all  the  refinements 
and  difficulties  of  vocalization  were  measured  out  to 
both ;  yet  only  in  one  place,  where  the  two  singers  were 
striving  to  show  the  compass  and  flexibility  of  their 
voices  iu  scales  and  roulades,  did  "  Herz  "  give  out  an  F 
in  all  to  the  D  of  her  rival,  carrying  otf,  iu  this  respect 
at  least,  the  victory. 

Although  the  simplest  of  all  the  overtures  of  Mozart, 
the  Schauspiel-Director  is  so  spirited,  and  instrumented 
with  such  clearness,  that  it  must  always  please;  and  it 
did  please  on  Monday  night,  when  it  was  capitally 
played  under  the  direction  of  Herr  Lindpaintner. 

Mile.  Clauss  made  her  first  appearance,  since  her  tour 
in  Germany,  in  the  G  minor  Concerto  of  Mendelssohn, 
and  was  more  admired  than  ever.  Dr.  Wilde's  music  to 
Milton's  "  Paradise  Lost "  (of  which  we  copied  a  de- 
scription last  year)  appears  to  have  again  met  with  de- 
cided favor.  The  second  part  of  the  concert  consisted 
of  Beethoven's  fourth  Sympathy  (in  B  flat);  the  song 
of  the  Queen  of  Night  from  the  Zauherjiote,  in  which 
Miss  Louisa  Pyne  failed,  it  appears,  to  take  the  F  in  all 
with  certainty ;  and  finally,  for  the  first  time  among  the 
Londoners,  who  are  so  fond  of  abusing  Wagner,  the 
overture  to  Tannhdmer.  Quite  characteristic  is  the  re- 
port of  the  Musical  World  critic : 

After  all  the  talk  that  has  been,  at  home  and  abroad, 
about  Herr  Kichard  Wagner's  overture  to  Tannhduser, 
we  certainly  were  led  to  expect  something  better  than 
we  heard.  It  is  enormously  difficult  to  play,  and  taxed 
the  powers  of  the  magnificent  band,  under  Herr  Lind- 
paintner's  direction,  to  the  utmost.  With  regard  to  the 
music,  it  is  such  queer  stuff,  that  criticism  would  be 
thrown  away  upon  it.  We  never  listened  to  an  overture 
at  once  so  loud  and  empty.  And  Kichard  Wagner,  ac- 
cording to  Franz  Liszt,  is  entrusted  with  no  less  impor- 
tant a  mission  than  the  regeneration  of  the  musical  art. 

Germany. 

ViENKA. — The  London  Musical  World's  correspondent 
writes  the  following  of  Mme.  Goldschraidt  and  her  move- 
ments : 

Mme.  Jenny  Lind  Goldschmidt's  popularity  seems  to 
be  increasing  every  day.  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe 
the  enthusiasm  she  excites,  but  content  myself  with  in- 
forming you  the  room  of  the  Musikverein  is  not  spacious 
enougli  to  contain  those  who  desire  to  obtain  admission 
when  she  sings.  At  her  fourth  concert,  she  gave  Su- 
sanna's air  from  the  second  act  of  "  The  Marriage  of 
Figaro,"  the  air  of  Alice  from  Robert  le  DiaUe,  Herr 
Mangold's  Zwiegesang,  and  a  Swedish  Birtenlied  by 
Berg,  and  was  applauded  "  to  the  echo."  I  thought  the 
"  bravos  "  would  never  cease.  She  was  not  so  fortunate 
in  a  song  composed  by  Herr  Otto  Goldschraidt,  but  the 
fault  did  not  he  with  her.    Herr  Otto  Goldschmidt,  with 


Herren  Joseph  Hellmesberger  and  Sohlesinger,  played 
the  first  movement  of  a  piano-forte  trio  by  Schubert,  the 
variations  scrieuses  in  D  minor  of  Mendelssohn,  a  nocttirne 
of  Chopin,  and  La  Tarentelle  of  M.  Thalberg.  At  her 
fifth  concert,  five  days  later,  i\Ime.  Goldschmidt  repeated 
the  air,  Und  oh  die  Wolke  sie  verhiiUe,  which  was  so  en- 
thusiastically received  on  a  former  occasion.  She  also 
sang  Come  per  me  sereno,  from  the  Sonnambula,  Men- 
delssohn's Aiif  Flilgeln  des  Gesangcs,  and  the  Lied  by 
Herr  Taubert,  which  she  had  already  introduced  nt  her 
first  concert:  Ich  muss  nun  einmal  singen,  ("  Birdling"). 
Herr  Otto  Goldschmidt  performed  a  sonata  of  Beethoven, 
and  two  Etudes  of  his  own  composition,  on  the  piano- 
forte. Herr  Otto  von  Konigslow,  a  violinist  of  talent, 
played  an  Andante  canlaUle  by  Ernst,  which  obtained 
great  applause.  Mme.  Goldschmidt  does  not  go  to 
Prague,  but  to  Pesth,  whither  she  has  been  especially 
invited.  She  intends  passing  the  summer  at  some  water- 
ing place,  and  will  now  positively  not  go  to  London. 

The  marriage  of  the  young  emperor  was  celebrated  on 
the  27th  ult.  by  a  solemn  service  sung  by  the  Domchor- 
Verein  in  the  church  of  St.  Anne.  The  sixth  grand 
mass  and  a  chorus  of  Haydn,  and  an  Ave  Maria  by 
Franz  Schubert,  were  the  pieces. 

Berlin. — Friiulein  Krall,  from  the  Court  Theatre  at 
Vienna,  h.as  made  her  debut  at  the  Opera.  Theodore 
Formes  played  Masaniello  to  Mile.  Taglioni's  Fenella. 
Lowe's  oratorio,  "  The  Seven  Sleepers,"  had  been  per- 
formed for  a  charitable  purpose.  Herr  Dam's  oratorio. 
Die  Siindjiuth  (the  Deluge),  a  piece  first  perfoi-med  here 
in  1849,  and  not  since,  is  announced  for  a  concert  in  the 
Royal  Opera  House;  also  Bach's  Passiore  music,  by  the 
members  of  the  Singakademie. 
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Native  Musical  Talent. 

SECOND  ARTICLE. 

Last  week  we  glanced  at  some  of  the  more 
prominent  and  successful  instances  of  young 
American  aspiration  to  the  character  of  perform- 
ing artists,  or  interpreters  of  music.  It  remains 
to  cast  a  like  glance  upon  our  beginnings,  such  as 
they  may  be,  in  the  art  of  musical  composition  or 
creation.  Here  it  becomes  us  to  be  very  modest, 
and  to  remember  that  it  is  indeed  our  day  of  small 
things,  though  there  be  signs  of  promise  stirring 
which  it  is  a  pleasure  to  enumerate. 

Of  "  native  compositions  "  and  "  composers,"  in 
one  sense,  it  is  true  we  have  no  lack.  The  coun- 
try swarms  with  enterprising  fellows  who  can  put 
together  notes  and  make  up  little  pieces,  that  will 
sell.  Inquire  at  the  mills  where  all  this  grist  is 
ground,  inquire  of  the  publishers  who  sriow  "  sheet 
music  "  over  all  the  land,  as  fast  as  it  melts  away, 
and  they  will  tell  you  that  the  native  crop  is  quite 
a  vast  affair,  and  pays  the  better  as  it  is  the  more 
ephemeral.  But  these  people  would  not  be  con- 
sidered as  composers  in  any  other  country  ;  and 
why  should  they  here  ?  To  have  made  or  arranged 
psalm-tunes ;  to  have  drummed  out  a  pretty 
waltz  or  polka  in  one's  own  way,  (which  is  only  a 
feeble  following  of  Strauss's  or  Labitsky's)  while 
yet  under  the  tingling  influence  of  JuUien's  or 
the  Germania  band  ;  to  have  tortured  airs  from 
Norma  into  a  flashy  set  of  finger  variations  for 
the  piano,  according  to  some  hacknied  Thalberg 
or  De  Meyer  formula  ;  least  of  all,  to  have  clothed 
some  common-place  feeling  in  a  pretty,  senti- 
mental, namby-pamby  little  song,  (which  may 
have  no  fault  but  that  it  is  like  a  thousand  others, 
and  that  there  was  no  sort  of  need  for  its  exist- 
ence)— such  songs,  for  instance,  as  sentimental 
young  men  sing  about  their  old  arm  chairs,  or 
dedicate  to  their  mothers,  with  a  portrait  of  the 
author  on  the  title-page,   perusing,  with  sad  or 


sparkling  face,  a  letter  from  the  dear  old  lady : — 
these  things,  we  apprehend,  and  far  better  things 
than  these,  do  not  in  any  artistic  sense  entitle  a 
person  to  the  name  of  composer. 

That  amid  all  this  superficial  productivity  there 
has  been  much  that  is  good  and  useful,  educa- 
tionally, in  the  way  of  furnishing  "  milk  for  babes  " 
in  music,  we  have  no  disposition  to  deny.  More- 
over we  can  well  imagine,  and  indeed  we  know, 
that  among  so  many  young  Americans  as  have 
devoted  themselves  of  late  years  to  music,  there 
is  now  and  then  produced  a  clever  song,  or  four- 
part  glee,  or  anthem,  or  something  like  a  notturno 
or  "  Song  without  Words  "  for  the  piano.  Men- 
delssohn wrote  little  pieces  too ;  but  whether  any 
of  their  little  pieces  are  likely  to  survive  and  be- 
come classical  like  his, — the  treasured  lyrics  of 
the  land  and  of  the  age, — is  certainly  a  question 
that  can  hardly  yet  be  settled  in  the  affirmative. 

And  "  taking  them  for  all  in  all,"  has  there 
been  aught  among  them  yet  to  "  give  the  world 
assurance  of  a  Man  "  in  music  ?  Can  we  point  to 
an  instance  of  unquestionable  musical  (/emus  of  the 
creative  kind  ?  to  any  name  that  bids  fair  to  be 
classed  with  the  great  names  of  the  composers  ? 
Who  can  point  us  to  one  American  composition, 
great  or  small,  with  much  assurance  that  it  is  des- 
tined to  become  classical  and  to  be  treasured  in 
the  world's  musical  repertory  ?  Granting  that 
creditable  works  have  been  produced,  sometimes 
in  difficult  and  lofty  forms,  yet  which  of  them  is 
or  is  likely  to  be  held  of  much  account,  say  in 
the  musical  countries  of  Europe,  supposing  the 
work  to  stand  simply  on  its  own  merits  and  not 
claim  hospitable  regard  as  the  firstling  of  a  be- 
ginner from  a  new  country  on  the  map  of  music  ? 
Which  of  them  can  the  world  not  perfectly  well 
afford  to  do  without,  and  feel  that,  even  on  the 
score  of  novelty,  its  programmes  do  not  need  it  ? 
Of  course  the  question  is  not  put  to  Yankee 
Doodle  patriotism ;— that  will  answer  glibly  enough 
and  place  you  a  Jubal  Smith,  a  Handel  Corydon 
Stebbins  or  some  other  heaven-scaling  native  Titan 
alongside  of  every  Mozart  and  Beethoven  that  the 
old  world  boasts.  Indeed  the  very  man  has  had  us 
by  the  button,  who  (live  Yankee  that  he  was) 
has  mastered  all  of  Handel's  methods,  and  with 
his  own  hand  has  scored  original  oratorios  as 
many  and  as  grand  as  Handel's  1 

Without  therefore  flattering  ourselves  that  the 
signs  have  yet  appeared  of  anything  like  positive 
musical  genius  in  our  countrymen  ;  and  leaving 
to  any  individual  self-persuasion  of  such  genius 
the  fullest  benefit  of  the  plea  that  it  is  perhaps  in 
advance  of  the  understanding  whether  of  the 
many  or  of  the  "  appreciative  few ;" — remember- 
ing too  the  divine  prerogative  of  genius,  of  being 
limited  to  no  age  or  place,  but  of  shining  forth, 
should  it  so  please  the  All- Wise,  from  the  obscurest 
corner  of  a  Nazareth, — we  proceed  to  notice  some 
quite  creditable  and  quite  promising  achievements 
of  young  Americans,  who  have  devoted  them- 
selves to  musical  composition  in  the  higher  forms 
of  Art. 

And,  first,  we  are  reminded,  by  the  receipt 
from  our  friend  C.  C.  Perkins  of  a  beautifully 
engraved  copy  of  his  last  Quartet,  published  by 
Breitkopf  and  Hiirtel,  Leipsic,  of  the  somewhat 
significant  fact  that  thi-ee  of  our  young  Boston 
music  students,  now  in  Europe,  have  there  dis- 
tinguished themselves  by  the  production  of  string 
Quartets,  in  the  classical  sonata  form.  This 
last  by  Mr.  Perkins  is  his  third  eflort  in  this  kind. 
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Whether  it  improves  upon  his  second  quartet, 
which  won  such  favor  and  bore  repetition  so  well, 
when  it  was  performed  last  winter  by  our  Quin- 
tette Club,  we  can  not  yet  say,  having  barely 
heard  it  once  read  through.  It  is  elaborate  and 
difficult,  in  the  hard  key  (for  violins)  of  E  major, 
with  long  and  florid  themes  wrought  out  some- 
what ambitiously,  and  on  the  first  hasty  impres- 
sion prompting  a  suspicion  that  it  is  not  so  clear 
and  so  effective,  even  if  it  have  more  in  it,  both 
of  musical  ideas  and  learning. — We  have  also 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  a  first  private 
rehearsal  of  a  MSS.  Quartet  by  Mr.  J.  C.  D. 
Parkek,  also  studying  at  Leipsic.  The  first  im- 
pression was  decidedly  agreeable  and  hopeful. 
The  thoughts  were  unpretending,  yet  dignified 
and  suggestive ;  the  style  truly  quartet-like,  en- 
tirely free  from  any  trick  of  opera  or  dance  or 
sentimental  song  melody  ;  the  logical  connection, 
both  of  each  movement  in  itself,  and  of  the 
several  movements  as  a  whole,  Tvell  preserved ; 
and  all  clear,  well-proportioned  and  in  har- 
mony with  calm  and  elevated  states  of  mind. 
At  least  so  it  seemed  to  us  in  that  one  hearing. 
— The  third  was  by  our  townsman,  Mr.  Fran- 
cis BoOTT,  who  has  pursued  his  studies  chiefly 
with  the  learned  maestri  of  Kome  and  Florence, 
which  latter  city  he  now  makes  his  home.  A 
quartet  produced  under  purely  Italian  auspices 
could  not  be  supposed  to  bear  more  than  the 
most  outward  and  formal  analogy  tg  the  quar- 
tets, trios,  sonatas,  &c.,  of  the  German  School, 
where  the  true  genius  of  that  sort  of  thing  has 
always  principally  resided.  Yet  so  far  as  we 
could  judge  from  a  single  and  imperfect  trial,  Mr. 
Boott's  first  movement  showed  the  art  of  clearly 
developing  a  theme  in  quite  a  learned  and  fugato 
style,  if  the  subsequent  movements  ran  too  much 
into  the  familiar  vein  of  Italian  and  French  opera 
melody. 

Still  we  hope  for  opportunity  to  revise  these 
hasty  and  perhaps  wrong  impressions.  Of  all 
three  we  may  safely  say,  that  though  they  may 
not  bear  comparison  with  the  transcendent  quar- 
tets of  Mozart,  Beethoven,  &c.,  yet  they  are 
quite  as  interesting  and  artistic  as  many  a  work 
that  finds  its  way  to  print  and  public  hearing  in 
Germany,  and  quite  as  worthy  of  an  opus  num- 
ber, and  a  mention  in  M.  Fetis's  BiograpMe  des 
Musiciens.  They  show  an  earnest  spirit  and  a 
high  aim,  backed  by  some  real  talent,  and,  being 
the  works  of  men  of  general  culture  and  refine- 
ment, are  modestly  put  forth  as  aspirations  and 
beginnings.  They  warrant  the  expectation  of 
excellent  if  not  of  great  works,  from  their  au- 
thors. What  others  of  our  countrymen  may  have 
tried  their  fortune  in  this  line  we  know  not. " 

Nor  do  we  hear  of  native  efforts  in  other  forms 
of  classical  chamber  music.  We  have  yet  to 
hear  of  a  piano-forte  sonata  composed  by  any 
one,  unless  possibly  by  one  of  the  three  above- 
named  in  Europe.  Pleasing  fancies  in  a  freer 
form,  caprices,  etudes,  songs  without  words,  &p., 
not  without  a  certain  fascinating  individuality, 
have  been  produced,  as  every  body  knows  by 
GoTTSCHALK,  by  William  Mason,  and  others : 
— pieces  which  might  compare  decently  with 
similar  things  by  such  composers  as  Blumenthal, 
or  Wilmers,  or  perhaps  even  Thalberg: — but 
hardly  such  as  lay  the  foundation  of  an  enduring 
musical  fame. 

In  vocal  music  for  the  chamber  or  the  church 
we  have  had  good  beginnings.     We  have  seen  a 


Latin  Hymn,  composed  in  eight  real  parts,  by 
Mr.  BoOTT,  in  Florence,  and  hear  of  several 
productions  of  a  like  kind,  besides  a  Mass,  which 
have  earned  him  honors  in  Italy,  and  have  given 
pleasure  to  his  friends  who  in  small  musical  cir- 
cles have  tried  them  here  at  home.  Dr.  S.  P. 
Tuckerman,  during  his  residence  in  England, 
where  he  has  devoted  himself  to  the  music  of 
the  English  Church,  composed  quite  a  variety  of 
anthems,  &c.,  some  of  which  are  now  in  use  in 
the  cathedrals  there,  and  are  highly  commended 
by  Dr.  Wesley,  Turle,  and  other  learned  English 
organists.  We  understand  that  he  has  written 
an  anthem  for  four  choirs,  in  sixteen  real  parts. 

Highly  creditable  things  iii  the  way  of  anthem, 
chorus,  glee,  &c.,  have  been  done  by  Mr.  L.  H. 
Southard  in  this  city,  who  has  been  a  very 
earnest  student,  has  mastered  and  has  even  com- 
posed an  elaborate  treatise  on  the  subtle  and  difli- 
cult  art  of  Fugue,  which  we  trust  will  erelong  see 
the  light.  Good  things  also  in  this  kind  are  not 
unfrequently  produced  by  Mr.  G.  F.  KoOT,  Mr. 
Kichard  Willis,  and  we  doubt  not  by  other 
well  known  names  in  New  York ;  though  it  must 
be  confessed  that  wide  renown  is  no  proof  of 
genuine  musical  talent  in  this  country.  We  shall 
be  excused  from  cataloguing  names  whose  musical 
value  we  cannot  profess  to  know. 

But  however  the  case  may  stand  as  to  the  pro- 
duction of  music  in  the  smaller  and  more  quiet 
forms,  it  will  be  readily  seen  to  be  quite  natural 
to  the  enterprising  and  audacious  character  of 
Yankeedom,  that  we  should  have  undertaken  a 
plenty  of  great  things,  grand  and  unheard  of 
effects,  in  the  way  of  musical  composition.  Let 
us  add  no  new  fuel  to  the  famous  Fry  and  Bris- 
Tow  controversy ;  it  is  enough  simply  to  refer  to 
the  fact  that  here  are  Americans  who  have  writ- 
ten operas  and  overtures,  and  symphonies  for  the 
grand  orchestra,  some  after  the  classic  models,  and 
some  in  brave  defiance  of  all  models,  following 
the  eccentric  course  of  genius  real  or  imaginary. 
That  great  musical  knowledge  and  skill  were  in- 
volved in  these  works, — great  mastery  of  instru- 
mentation, &c., — no  one  will  doubt,  however 
opinions  may  differ  about  their  real  testhetic  value. 
Mr.  Fry  has  had  his  share  of  ridicule,  propor- 
tioned to  the  magnitude  of  his  artistic  claims. 
We  are  pleased  to  see,  therefore,  that  liis  latest 
public  appearance  as  a  composer,  namely,  in  the 
music  to  the  Prize  Ode  at  the  re-opening  of  the 
Crystal  Palace,  has  elicited  chiefly  serious  and 
favorable  criticism  from  those  who  heard  it ;  while 
naturally  (like  the  Ode  itself)  it  was  a  tempting 
theme  for  parod}'  to  wits  who  did  not  hear  it. 
Mr.  Willis,  in  his  Musical  World,  has  this  to 
say  about  it : 

We  were  unable  to  note  all  the  particulars  or 
judge  of  the  intrinsic  merits  of  this  work  ;  but 
the  general  effect  was  most  satisfactory.  The 
author  was  evidently  inspired  by  his  mental  view 
of  a  vast  auditory,  when  scoring  his  work:  his 
rich  and  fiery  imagination  thus  excited,  and 
roused,  set  forth  broad,  tasteful  and  always  well- 
developed  melodies;  suitained  by  a  judicious  and 
brilliant  orchestration,  in  which  he  brought  into 
use  the  departments  of  the  orchestra  best  adapted 
for  effect.  The  style  of  this  composition  is  pure 
and  varied ;  and  the  plan  excellent,  never  allow- 
ing the  interest  to  flag,  but  always  arresting  the 
attention  of  the  hearer. 

But  here  we  must  abruptly  break  off  for  the 
present,  conscious  that  we  must  have  omitted 
much,  but  trusting  to  resume  the  theme  from  time 
to  time. 


"Please  Notice." 

,  Kay  20th,  1854. 

J.  S.  DwianT,  Esq.,  Ed.  Mus.  Journal,  Boston. 

Dear  Sir: — We  took  the  liberty  of  sending  you 
to-day  by  mail  one  copy  of 's  op.  22 — 25,  pub- 
lished by  us  recently,  which  you  were  already  so 
kind  to  make  mention  of  in  your  valuable  Journal. 
Tendering  you  our  best  thanks  for  this  which  is  of 
no  trifling  value  for  us,  as  the  favorable  opinion  you 
express  cannot  but  help  rendering  these  publications 
^-our  first  ones — so  known  as  they  deserve  to  be,  we 
beg  at  the  same  time  your  pardon,  that  we  allowed 
eight  days  to  pass  before  we  bring  them  before  you. 
Soliciting  your  kind  favor  also  for  our  future  publica- 
tions, believe  us,  Dear  Sir, 

Yours,  very  respectfully. 

So  &  So. 

The  above  is  courteously  written  and  we  doubt 
not  well  meant.  Yet  the  writers  will  excuse  us  if 
we  cite  it  as  a  specimen  of  the  lynx-eyed  watch- 
fulness of  music-publishers  concerning  every 
smallest  notice  of  their  own  wares,  even  though 
it  appear  in  the  columns  of  a  Musical  Journal 
whose  very  existence  they  successfully  ignored 
until  they  scented  out  in  it  some  word  of  praise  for 
them.  We  said  a  favorable  word  of  Herr  Tonkunst- 
ler's  composition,  because  we  liked  the  composition, 
knowing  neither  publisher  nor  author.  Forth- 
with Messrs  So  &  So,  the  enterprising  publishers 
(as  it  appears),  not  of  the  work  we  mentioned, 
but  of  after  emanations  from  the  same  source, 
forward  us  a  gay  bundle  of  his  works  in  brilliant 
covers,  yellow„  purple,  blue  and  green  (there  is  a 
great  deal  of  green  music  published  now-a-days), 
and  with  a  note  bespeaking  favor  for  their  publi- 
cations. 

Now  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  favor  anybody's 
publications,  as  such.  What  entitles  a  piece  of 
music  to  a  favorable  notice  is  its  e.xcellenee  as 
music,  and  not  the  fact  that  it  comes  from  the 
publishing  establishment  of  Messrs.  So  &  So,  who 
may  issue  some  good  things,  as  do  many  others  of 
our  publishers,  but  who  must  be  more  heroically 
self-sacrificing  than  all  their  brethren  if  they  do 
not  also  issue  a  great  deal  of  trash.  We  cannot 
agree  to  praise  anybodij's  "  publications,"  but  we 
wish  to  welcome  a  good  thing,  come  from  what 
source  it  may ;  and  very  possiblj'  we  may  so  wel- 
come the  aforesaid  parti-colored  bundle,  when  we 
find  time  to  examine  it. 

The  writers  of  the  above  are  strangers  to  us ; 
we  never  heard  of  their  establishment  before ; 
and  we  take  in  perfect  kindness  this  their  recog- 
nition and  request.  Only  we  must  be  permitted 
to  point  to  the  singularity  of  one  little  circum- 
stance, namely  :  that,  whereas  so  sharp  an  instinct 
leads  them  to  discover  and  seek  notice  in  our 
Journal,  they  have  never  so  much  as  subscribed 
for  a  single  copy  of  the  Journal  itself,  nor  do  they 
propose  to  do  so  now.  This  is  not  the  first  instance 
in  which  music-publishers,  singing-school  masters, 
small  composers,  &c.,  seem  to  have  taken  it  for 
granted  that  our  Journal  was  instituted  to  promote 
their  individual  business,  thei'  lifting  not  a  finger 
to  sustain  the  Journal. 


A  Magnificent  Organ.  —  The  Philadelphia 
Bulletin  gives  the  following  description  of  a  new 
organ  just  erected  in  that  city: 

The  Harmotiia  Sacred  Jfnsic  Society  contvacted  about 
two  years  since  witli  Mr.  J.  C.  B.  Standbridge,  Organ 
builder,  of  this  city,  for  an  instrument  to  exceed  all 
others  in  the  United  States  in  point  of  size,  beauty  of 
tone,  accurate  voicing,  and  the  other  qualities  desirable 
in  a  first  class  instrument  of  the  kind.    This  mammoth 
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organ  is  now  receiving  its  finisliing  touches  at  the  hands 
of  its  builder,  and  it  has  been  found  to  fully  answer  the 
expectations  of  its  projectors.  It  has  been  placed  in  the 
gallery  at  the  southern  end  of  Concert  Hall,  and  it  will 
be  an  important  addition  to  that  establishment.  The 
following  is  a  description  of  the  principal  points  of  the 
mammoth  instrument:  The  compass  ot  the  organ  ranges 
from  A  A  A  to  A  in  alt.  It  is  in  reality  five  organs  in  one : 
Great,  Choir,  Swell,  Solo,  and  Pedal  organs.  There  are 
57  keys  in  the  manuals,  and  25  in  the  pedal  board. 
Three  sets  of  bellows  are  needed  to  supply  the  instru- 
ment with  wind;  one  set  is  required  for  the  pedals;  one 
for  the  solo  alone,  and  the  third  for  the  other  three  rows 
of  keys.  No  other  organ  in  the  Union  possesses  a  solo 
oi'gan.  This  feature  of  the  mammoth  organ  has  a  heavy 
supply  of  wind,  and  is  designed  to  give  a  peculiarly  bold 
and  grand  tone  to  stops  for  solo  performances  and  accom- 
paniments. 

The  "Great  Organ"  contains  17  stops,  to  wit:  Large 
open  diapason,  second  do.,  dulciana,  second  do.,  stopped 
diapason,  hold  fliite,  claribel  do.,  principal,  twelfth,  fif- 
teenth, sesquialtera  of  four  ranks,  grand  mixture  of  six 
ranks,  gems  horn,  great  trumpet,  clarion,  &c. 

The  "  Choir  Organ  "  contains  13  stops,  viz:  Open  and 
stopped  diapasons,  dulciana,  violin,  chimney-flute,  cla- 
rionet, hautboy,  cornet,  principal,  twelfth,  fifteenth,  &o. 

The  "  Swell"  Organ  "  contains  16  stops : — The  open  and 
stopped  diapasons,  bourdon,  dulciana,  union  melodian, 
clarabella,  night-horn,  principal,  twelfth,  fifteenth,  ses- 
quialtera of  four  ranks,  trumpet,  hautboy,  octave  trum- 
pet, &c. 

The  stops  of  the  "Solo  Organ"  are  as  follows:  Solo 
diapason  (open),  solo  oboe,  melodia,  and  solo  cornet  a 
piston. 

The  "  Pedal  Organ  "  has  five  stops,  viz:  Double  open 
diapason,  double  dulciana,  open  diapason,  principal,  and 
a  mixture  of  12th,  15th,  and  17th.  It  has  also  the  ad- 
vantage of  four  composition  pedals,  a  shifting  action 
pedal,  and  five  couples  for  the  key-boards. 

This  immense  instrument  contains  not  less  than  3,050 
pipes,  which  are  divided  as  follows:  Great  Organ,  1,216, 
Choir  do.  672,  Swell,  809,  Solo,  180,  Pedal,  172. 

The  organ  in  Trinity  Church,  New  York,  has  been 
celebrated  for  its  great  size,  and  the  excellence  of  its 
tone,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  instrument  of  the  Har- 
monia  Society  will  exceed  it  in  the  latter  respect,  while 
in  point  of  size  it  is  greatly  superior  to  the  New  York 
organ.  In  three  departments  alone,  the  Philadelphia 
instrument  has  18  more  stops  than  the  corresponding 
portions  of  the  Trinity  church  organ. 

We  shall  soon  be  able  to  furnish  a  description  of 
the  new  organ,  now  almost  completed,  for  the 
Trenfiont  Temple  in  this  city,  by  the  Messrs.  Hook, 
which  we  assure  our  Philadelphia  friends  will 
prove  considerably  larger  than  the  one  above  de- 
scribed. Meanwhile  we  may  say  :  It  contains  70 
stops  or  registers,  in  place  of  57  as  above ;  10 
pedal  stops  instead  of  5,  including  two  reed  stops, 
one  of  which  descends  to  CCC,  with  two  more 
keys  to  the  pedal  key-board  ;  10  coupling  stops 
instead  of  5.  Its  Swell  runs  through  its  entire 
compass.  There  is  another  organ  in  the  Union 
possessing  a  *'  Solo  organ,"  namely,  this  very  Tre- 
mont  Temple  organ,  which,  we  are  told,  gave  the 
suggestion  to  the  Philadelphia  builder.  It  has  a 
thirty-two-feet  pipe,  which  the  other  has  not,  and 
probably  as  many  if  not  more  pipes  in  all  ;  though 
the  relative  size  of  an  organ  is  not  to  be  measured 
simply  by  it%  number  of  pipes,  since  the  addition 
of  one  sub-bass  pipe  is  as  a  mighty  oak  offsetting 
a  whole  forest  of  small  treble  shrubbery. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  have  noticed  in 
the  same  paper  an  account  of  the  opening  of  the 
Philadelphia  organ,  as  follows: 

Openikg  of  the  Harmonia  Organ. — This  event 
took  place  on  Monday  evening,  at  Concert  Hall,  in  the 
presence  of  an  immense  audience.  The  choruses  were 
admirably  given  by  the  full  strength  of  the  Society,  but 
it  was  with  no  little  regret  that  the  directors  were  com- 
pelled to  announce  that  Mr.  Bishop  was  too  ill  to  swig 
as  expected  ;  his  place  in  the  programme  was  ably  filled 
by  a  gentleman  amateur,  who  sang  Saluta}-is  Hostia 
with  much  taste  and  feeling.  Hummel's  "  Sound  the 
Trumpet"  was  sung  with  much  applause  by  the 
young  lady  who  pave  so  much  satisfaction  at  the  pre- 
vious concerts.  The  superb  organ  was  performed  upon 
by  Messrs.  Thunder,  Getze,  Newland,  M.  II.  Cross, 
Emerick,  and  Darley,  as  well  as  by  Mr.  Standbridge, 
who  opened  the   instrument  with  a  medley  of  sacred, 

Sopular,  and  national  melodies.  He  was  followed  by 
lichael  Cross  with  the  overture  to  Fra  Diavolo,  which 
commanded  an  encore,  the  very  talented  young  organist 
performing  the  ensemble  frrom  Wagner's  opera  of  Tann- 
■hmiser  with  great  effect.  .  Mr.  Emerick  next  extempor- 
ized a  fantasia  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  audience, 
and  the  first  part  ended  with  a  fine  Adagio  and  Allegro 
of  Rink's,  performed  admirably  by  Mr.  Thunder,  whose 
execution  on  the  organ  is  of  the  best  description.  The 
second  part  commenced  with  the  overture  to  Zarapa 


played  by  Mr.  Cross  5  then  Mr  Newland  gave  a  nocturne 
by  Pixis,  followed  by  Mr.  Getze,  who  extemporized  a 
voluntary  of  truly  classic  form,  and  who  deserves  more 
credit  than  any  f»f  the  performers  on  the  occasion.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Darley,  who  played  for  about  one 
minute,  as  the  hour  was  late,  and  tlie  audience  evidently 
tired  by  the  extreme  length  of  the  concert,  the  only 
drawback  to  its  excellence.  The  organists  were  nomi- 
nally limited  to  ten  minutes  for  their  voluntaries,  but 
they,  without  thinking  of  the  heat  and  crowd,  extended 
their  time  to  fifteen  and  twenty,  which  made  the  per- 
formances unnecessarily  long. 

The  organ  is  one  of  great  sweetness  and  power ;  the 
solo  stops  are  the  perfection  of  tone,  and  the  prompti- 
tude with  which  every  note  speaks,  commands  the  ut- 
most praise.  Mr.  Standbridge  has  exerted  himself  with 
perfect  success,  in  producing  an  instrument  in  every 
way  superior  to  any  we  have  ever  heard.  The  case  of 
the  organ  is  unfortunately  ugly,  to  say  the  least  of  it; 
but  happily  the  outside  does  not  injure  the  interior. 


Dodworth's  Band. — The  visit  to  our  city  of 
this  model  band  from  New  York,  during  the  past 
week,  has  charmed  out  multitudes  of  eager  and 
delighted  listeners  both  in  street  and  concert  room. 
The  Boston  Music  Hall,  on  Tuesday  evening,  was 
crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity  ;  the  audience 
being  of  course  largely  composed  of  military 
young  men  whom  no  music  could  delight  so  much. 

Their  playing  was  admirable,  really  reminding 
one,  in  point  of  brilliant  sonority,  unity  and  pre- 
cision, of  Jullien.  The  band  numbered  nearly 
forty  instruments,  and  played  sometimes  as  cornet 
band,  sometimes  as  reed  and  brass  band,  and  some- 
times with  violins  and  double  basses  as  orchestra, 
only  with  a  pretty  large  allowance  of  brass.  In 
this  latter  form  the  overture  to  Oberon,  quadrilles, 
accompaniments  to  the  highly  finished  solos  by 
the  brothers  Dodworth,  &c.,  were  finely  per- 
formed. The  grotesque  quadrille,  in  which  the 
sounds  of  the  barn  yard  were  mimicked,  was 
quite  worthy  of  Jullien. 

But  onr  chief  interest  was  in  the  performance 
of  the  full  reed  and  brass  band,  which  among 
other  things  gave  Weber's  "  Jubilee "  overture 
with  great  effect.  It  contained  about  a  dozen 
clarinets,  besides  flute,  bassoon,  &c.,  with  five 
great  ophicleids  in  the  centre  in  the  lieu  of  double 
basses,  and  gave  an  exceedingly  rich  ensemble, 
with  contrasted  qualities  of  tone,  and  a  command 
of  delicate  effects,  so  much  more  satisfactory  than 
the  monotonous  quality  of  bands  all  brass.  This 
is  the  kind  of  band  we  need  for  summer  evening 
music  on  our  common.  Have  we  no  Mr.  Schnapp 
or  other  enterprising  band  master  to  organize  us 
such  an  one  ? 


Musical  Intelligence. 

Our  brilliant  pianist,  and  universal  favorite,  Alfred 
Jaell,  sails  this  day  from  New  York  for  Europe,  ir\  the 
steamer  "  Atlantic."  His  loss  will  be  greatly  felt  in  all 
our  concert-going  cities,  and  we  fear  it  may  be  long  be- 
fore Europe  sends  us  another  such  pianist.  As  it  is  an 
ill  wind  that  blows  no  luck  to  anybody,  may  the  wars 
have  at  least  this  good  effect,  to  send  Jaell  back  to  us. 

Our  townsman,  Mr.  Nathan  Richardson,  arrived 
home  yesterday  by  the  "  America,"  in  good  health  and 
spirits,  having  with  the  other  passengers  escaped  most 
imminent  danger  from  the  icebergs.  He  has  completed 
arrangements  in  Germany  for  the  prompt  and  regular 
transmission  of  new  music,  instruments,  musical  jour- 
nals, &.C.,  by  every  steamer,  to  his  elegant  "  Musical 
Exchange  "  on  Washington  Street. 

Mr.  Richardson  brings  us  the  pleasing  assurance  that 
Robert  Schumann  has  recovered  from  his  alarming 
infirmity,  and  is  again  busily  composing:  music,  to  give 
London  critics  something  new  to  sniff  at. 

He  also  speaks  in  rapturous  terms  of  the  piano- 
forte playing  of  our  townsman,  Mr.  William  Ma- 
son, whom  he  heard  recently  at  Weimar,  where  he 
has  been  under  the  private  tuition  of  Liszt.  Mason 
proposes  to  return  to  this  country  in  July  or  August,  in 
company  with  a  distinguished  violinist,  Herr  Lahb, 
with  whom  he  will  give  concerts,  making  his  debut  in 


his  native   Boston.    This  will  be  an  occasion  of  great 
interest. 

Our  townsman,  Mr.  C.  C.  Perkins,  who  since  leaving 
Leipsic,  has  been  for  some  months  in  Rome,  and  was 
proposing  to  himself  a  tour  through  Spain,  is  expected 
here  in  the  course  of  the  summer.  His  presence  will 
be  a  great  re-gain  to  music  and  music-lovers  and 
artists  here  in  Boston  next  winter.  He  hag  recently 
been  elected  president  of  the  Musical  Fund  Society. 

We  commend  to  purchasers  of  musical  instruments 
the  new  establishment  of  Messrs.  Werner  and  Hoeff*ner 
advertised  below.  Mr.  Werner  has  been  long  and  favor- 
ably known  in  this  community  as  a  man  and  as  a  sound 
musician,  earnestly  devoted  to  his  art.  For  nine  years 
past  he  has  held  the  very  responsible  position  of  teacher 
of  music  in  the  New  England  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
For  nearly  as  long  a  period  too  he  has  been  organist  and 
musical  conductor  in  the  Catholic  church  in  Franklin 
Street,  and  a  valuable  member  of  the  orchestras  of 
the  Boston  Academy,  the  Musical  Fund,  &c.  He 
knows  the  wants  of  musical  people,  and  his  word  and 
judgment  are  to  be  relied  upon. 

A.  WEENER  &  L.  J.  HOEFFNER, 

■ DEALERS   IN 

No.  265  "WASHINGTON  STREET, 

(CORNER   OF  WINTER  STREET.) 

PIANO-FORTES,  Seraphines,  Melodeons,  Guitars,  Violins, 
Tenors,  Yioloncellos,  Basses,  Clarinets,  Flutes,  Piccolos, 
Fifes,  Accordeons,  Strings,  Bows,  etc. 

We  shall  keep  on  hand  a  great  variety  of  the  above  named 
instruments,  and  shall  endeavor  to  give  satisfaction  to  all 
purchasers,  whether  they  desire  the  best  and  highest  priced, 
or  the  cheapest  inatrumentB.  Orders  by  letter  will  be  carefully 
attended  to. 

PIANOS  TO  LET,  TUNED  AND  REPAIRED. 
Mr.  Werner  will  also  continue  to  give  instruction  on  the 
Piano,  Organ,  Flute,  Violin  and  Guitar.    Mr.  Werner  can  be 
seen  at  the  Sales-room,  or  iu  the  evening  at  his  residence.  No. 
976  Washington  St.  May  27.    3m 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PlA?iO  ATSD  ORGATN. 

Q^TERMS  MODERATE. 

Residence,  24  AVest  Cedar  Street. 
Reference,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

Signor  ATTGTJSTO  BEIfDELAEI, 

(FEOM      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINOINO. 

Residence,  "Wintlirop  House,  Boston. 
May  13  tf 

Germnnla  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E  TELTOW,  Agent. 
ii  14  tf  30  Fayette  Street. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD. 
TTEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

i365  ^Wasliiugtoii  Street,  Boston. 


Oct.  16. 


3m 


A  SOPRANO  WANTED, 

FOR  a  church  in  Savannah,  Ga.  A  good  soprano  singer, 
and  one  who  is  a  good  musician  and  teacher,  would  receive 
a  fair  salary,  and  find  scholars.  For  further  particulars  en- 
quire at  this  offtce.  March  11  3m. 


CHICKERING    &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND    SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

TVAREROOMS, 

TREMONT    STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


i^. 


GEEAT  BOOK  IN  PEBSS. 

MOORI'S  ENCYCLOPAEDIA  OF  MUSIC : 

COMPILED  BY  JOHN  ^r.  MOORE, 
TPitli  the  afjsistance  of  other  distinguished  men  in  the  musical 
■world.  The  intention  of  the  author  is  to  make  a  most  com- 
plete and  thorough  work  of  the  above,  which  will  be  a  desid- 
eratum in  the  world  of  music.  It  will  be  published  in  one 
elegant  Koyal  Octavo  volume  of  about  900  pages,  double  col- 
umnSj  and  will  contain  a  complete 

Dictionary  of  Musical  Terms, 

A  HISTOBT  OF  THE  SCIEWOE  OP  IVTUSIC, 

from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  on  Harmony  and  Thorough  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  Musical  Instruments,  with  the 
names  of  the  most  distinguished  makers,  and  a  complete  Musi- 
cal Biography  of  over  three  thousand  of  the  most  distinguished 
Composers  and  Musicians  who  have  ever  lived.  Mr.  Moore  has 
spent  several  years  in  compiling  this  valuable  work.  It  is  now 
going  through  the  press  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S.— The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluable 
to  every  professional  musician,  and  to  every  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring ;  we  hope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  has 
been  delayed  on  account  of  the  immense  labor  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  the  difficulty  of  stereotyping  a  work  so  full  of  examples. 
The  delay,  however,  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  be $4  00. 

The  price,  bound  in  half  calf,  will  be — 4  50. 
JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  &  Co., 
Publishers,  17  and  19  Comhill,  Boston  ; 
JEWETT,  PROCTOR  &  WORTHINGTON, 

Cleveland. 
Will  be  for  sale  by  all  the  book  and  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  Feb.  11. 

John  Btmyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

TELE  ENTIRE  AND  INIMITABLE  ALLEGORY  OF 

THE    PILGRim^S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  hisjourney  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  Ainerica. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  PuMisher. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  adthorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices,  Nov.  12. 

P1AKO-FOR.TE   liSSTK\3CT10^. 

G.  A,  SCHMITT,   (Prom  Germany,) 

TEACHER,  OF  THE  PIAIVO-FORTE, 

IS  now  prepared  to  give  lessons  at  the  residence  of  pupils  or 
at  his  own  residence.  No.  7  Haymarket  Place. 
Mr.  S.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music  stores  of  Oliver  Ditson 
or  Nathan  Richardson. 

Refers  to  the  following  gentlemen :  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq., 
Hallett,  Davis  &  Co.,  Oliver  Ditson,  Nathan  Richardson. 
Oct.  8. 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

IMPOKTEK  AND   DEALER  IN    ' 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

]Vo.  13  Tremout  Row,  Boston. 

***    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

16  tf 

GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  GO'S 
PIANO-FORTE  WAREROOMS: 

diamtiers,  3Vo.  3  "Winter  Street,  Boston. 

AT  this  Establishment  may  be  found  an  elegant  and  exten- 
sive assortment  of 

PIANOFORTES, 

at  all  prices,  warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  martet, 
in  the  essential  properties  of  Tone,  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
Style,  and  Finish.     None  others  will  be  kept. 
Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AND  GTTITAES. 

Mr.  "Webb's  long  experience  in  the  profession  of  Music,  ena- 
bles us  to  assure  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  may 
find  it  inconvenient  to  visit  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desired,)  as  by  personal 
examination ;  and  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders, 
can  implicitly  rely  upon  the  exercise  of  Mr.  Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  favor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  be  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit. 

3:7"  SOLD  AT  MANUFACTURERS'  PRICES. 

....  Agents  for 

Lighte,  Kewton  &/  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &/  Co.'s  do.      Boston. 

Goodman  &*  Baldwin's  Helodeons. 

Feb  19    6m 


BAKER'S 
MODERN     INSTRUCTIONS 

for  the 

I»  I -A.  350"  O  -  ^^  O  ^l.  T  E3  : 

A  Thorough  and  Progressive  Course  of  Study,  imparting 
a  Complete  and  Systematic  Knowledge  of 

MODERN   PIANO-FORTE   PLAYING. 

Illustrated  with  numerous  Examples  and  Exercises  on  all  the 
various  Fingerings  adopted  by  the  most 

EmiBient  Pianists  of  tlie  Modern  Scliool, 

Interspersed  with  Morceaux  from 

Spohr,  Beethoven,  Mozart,  Kossini,  Bellini,  Herz,  &c. 

Also,  Rules  for  the 

FORMATION   OF   THE    HAND, 

With  Selections  from 

MENDELSSOHN,  DOHLER,  THALBERGt,  &c. 

BY    THOMAS    BAKER. 

The  author  of  this  work  is  well  known  as  a  popular  com- 
poser of  Music,  and  the  Director  of  JuUien's  Orchestra.  His 
long  and  varied  experience  has  enabled  him  to  know  the  wants 
of  pupils,  and  his  admirable  tact  in  whatever  he  undertakes, 
has  secured  for  these  Modern  Instructions,  in  Europe,  a  value 
and  an  adaptation  to  the  general  musical  taste  that  cannot 
fail  to  make  the  volume  one  of  great  popularity  and  real  prac- 
tical worth  in  this  country. 


AUTHOR'S     PREFACE. 

The  style  of  Pinno-forte  Music  being,  within  the  last  few 
years,  so  entirely  changed,  and  a  New  School  established,  it  is 
necessary  to  pursue  a  different  course  of  Instruction  so  as 
gradually  to  develope  to  the  Student  the  beauties,  and  pecu- 
liarities of  The  Modern  School.  Many  good  players  are  una- 
ble to  execute  Modern  Piano-forte  Music,  from  not  having 
undergone  the  proper  course  of  Instruction  to  simplify  and 
explain  what  appears  to  them  impossible  of  execution.  I 
have  compiled  a  Modern  Piano-foeie  Tutor,  with  a  view  to 
facilitate  the  labors  of  the  Student  in  this  branch  of  Art,  and 
formed  a  plan  of  Instruction,  which,  I  trust,  will  be  found 
acceptable  and  useful. 

To  attain  proficiency  on  the  Piano-forte,  it  is  necessary  to 
commence  learning  it  at  an  early  age.  How  essential,  there- 
fore, that  the  course  of  Instruction  to  be  imparted  should  be 
so  arranged  and  divided  as  to  prevent  the  young  beginner  from 
learning  as  a  Parrot,  or  being  confused  and  alarmed  with  the 
numerous  difficulties  to  be  unravelled. 

The  first  Rudiments  of  Music,  I  conceive,  should  be  explained 
in  a  clear  and  simple  manner,  avoiding  all  that  is  not  absolutely 
necessary.  It  is  an  erroneous  idea,  conceived  by  many,  that 
indifferent  Instruction  may  be  employed  to  develope  the  Ele- 
mentary principles  of  Music  to  young  Pupils,  and  that  a  good 
Master  is  only  requisite  when  the  Student  is  more  advanced; 
under  this  impression,  many  a  child  gifted  with  brilliant 
talents,  has  disappointed  the  expectations  of  its  friends,  and 
bad  habits  have  been  engendered,  which  subsequent  tuition 
has  seldom  been  able  to  correct. 

However  simply  laid  down  instructions  may  be,  the  aid  and 
care  of  a  competent  Master  is  essential  to  commence  and  direct 
the  Studies  of  the  Pupil,  under  whose  guidance,  what  other- 
wise would  have  appeared  a  task,  will  become  a  pleasure,  and 
be  attended  with  the  best  results. 

The  Pupil,  by  practising  the  Lessons  and  exercises  introduced 
throughout  this  Work,  will  find  as  he  progresses,  how  soon  he 
will  be  enabled  to  conquer  the  difficulties  which  abound  in 
Modern  Piano-forte  Music,  especially  in  the  Works  of  Thal- 
berg,  and  other  great  Pianists. 

By  a  careful  and  diligent  study  of  the  Examples  I  have  laid 
down,  I  am  sanguine  to  believe  that  the  Student  may  arrive  at 
a  thorough  knowledge  and  rapid  acquirement  of  this  delightful 
branch  of  Art ;  and  should  my  little  work  stimulate  the  youth- 
ful aspirant  through  his  career,  and  render  his  labors  more 
facile  and  interesting,  the  pleasure  I  have  experienced  in  its 
compilation  will  be  fully  realized. 
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[Translated  hy  the  Editor.] 

A  Review  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY   A.    OULIBICHEFF. 
(Continued  from  p.  59  ) 

While  the  learned  were  so  busy  giving  Greeli 
names  to  the  Church  scales,  they  remarked,  that 
the  instrumentists  played  in  none  of  these  scales. 
Whoever  spoke  of  an  instrumentist  at  that  time, 
meant  to  designate  a  fiddler  and  a  sort  of  handi- 
craftsman, that  was  not  worthy  to  be  reckoned 
among    musicians.      As   these   Parias   in   music 


commonly  played  in  C  major,  their  plebeian 
scale  was  called  modo  lascivo  (the  licentious  Key). 
Modo  lascivo,  C  major  !  the  natural  Key  par  ex- 
cellence. Is  not  the  title  infinitely  queer  1  Never 
had  Truth  a  sincerer  eulogy  bestowed  on  her, 
with  the  plain  purpose  of  disgracing  her.  How 
pleasantly  ears,  dedicated  from  principle  to  the 
hardest  crucifixions,  must  have  been  tickled  by 
this  Key,  which  they  had  branded  with  the  epi- 
thet unchaste  !  I  shall  be  told,  that  the  composers 
in  the  improved  Lydian  Mode  had  transposed 
this  scale  into  the  Fourth.  Yes,  but  we  have 
seen  that  they  avoided  with  all  their  might  the 
consequences  of  these  normal  scales,  both  as  re- 
garded the  tune  and  modulation  ;  the  fiddlers,  on 
the  contrary,  gladly  and  willingly  accepted  them. 
Herein  lies  the  difference  :  they  sinned  without 
shame  against  the  Greek  Modes,  without  trying, 
through  the  mediation  of  Gaforius  and  other 
casuists,  to  reconcile  themselves  with  this  system. 
The  ear  found  its  account  in  it,  and  the  highly 
disturbed  theory  shrieked  anathema  over  such 
criminal  enjoyment.  Modo  lascivo,  it  thundered 
out  1  Such  was  the  spirit  of  the  schools,  and 
such,  we  may  add,  the  spirit  of  the  age.  A 
sensual  gratification,  innocent  as  it  was  in  itself, 
might  lead  into  temptation  and  arouse  the  evil 
one,  who  knows  how  to  assume  all  forms,  even 
that  of  the  Major  Scale. 

We  come  back  to  our  question,  which,  after 
what  has  been  recalled  to  mind,  resolves  itself. 
What  should,  what  could  the  musicians  make, 
who  first  strove  to  fulfil  their  calling  as  artists? 
Melody  ?  But  Art,  as  it  was,  offered  them  none, 
and  the  principles,  which  guided  them,  made  it 
long  impossible.  Harmonic  sequences  of  any 
value  ?  But  Scales,  Chords,  Modulations,  all  this 
was  terra  incognita  for  them.  Could  purely 
rhythmical  effects  be  asked  of  them  ?  Perhaps 
they  might  have  found  such,  had  they  been  com- 
posing for  the  drum ;  but  they  composed  for  the 
voice,  and  in  all  music  which  contains  more  than 
rhythm,  that, — I  mean  that  which  produces  the 
effect — is  inseparable  from  the  Melody.  Surely 
the  composers  of  the  fourteenth  century  possessed 
none  of  the  elements,  whose  use  would  have 
allowed  them  to  treat  Music  as  one  of  the  forms 
of  Poetry.  The  Eesthetic  part  of  Art,  which  is 
the  Art  itself,  never  entered  their  thought ;  and 
how,  I  ask,  could  it  have  entered  ?  Since  they 
were  utterly  destitute  of  every  means  of  moving 
and  of  pleasing,  how  should  they  ever  dream  that 
pleasure  and  emotion  are  the  true  and  only  ends 
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of  music  ?  That  would  have  been  as  much  as  to 
condemn  themselves  to  doing  nothing,  and  yet 
they  had  to  do  something.  The  answer  lies  in 
their  works. 

Music  by  its  compound  nature  exhibits  two 
essentially  distinct  points  of  view,  one  of  which 
happily  never  rose  above  the  horizon  of  the 
Middle  Age.  Music  is  an  Art,  but  it  is  also 
in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  word  a  Science, 
since  it  rests  on  calculation.  To  say  nothing  of 
the  Canon,  with  which  we  rationally  do  not  allow 
ourselves  to  be  much  perplexed  at  this  day,  there 
are  melodic  steps  to  be  counted,  rhythmical  dis- 
tances to  be  measured,  harmonic  intervals  to  be 
spanned,  multiplied  passages  to  be  combined,  all 
which  is  expressed  by  numbers.  Considered 
under  this  point  of  view,  all  the  problems  of  the 
ear  resolve  themselves  into  numerical  formulas  ; 
and  that  was  the  side  which  the  contrapuntists, 
who  still  were  no  musicians,  could  lay  hold  of,  and 
of  which  they  actually  took  possession.  To  them 
Music  fully  seemed  a  branch  of  practical  mathe- 
matics ;  and  as  such  they  treated  it.  The  exam- 
ple of  Machault  has  shown  us  to  what  their  first 
calculations  were  limited :  namely,  to  reckoning 
the  intervals,  to  distinguishing  the  value  of  the 
notes,  to  multiplying  signs  upon  the  lines  in  the 
different  parts  by  the  mingling  of  parallel,  oblique 
or  counter  movements.  This  was  little.  Soon 
the  musicians  comprehended  that  they  must  give 
the  greatest  possible  expansion  to  the  mathemati- 
cal principle,  the  only  one  of  value  that  could 
guide  them ;  that  they  must  invent  some  sort  of 
generative  rule  involving  an  infinitude  of  calcula- 
tion, which  should  be  deep  enough,  or  prepare 
difficulties  enough,  worthily  to  occupy  the  adepts 
of  musical  science. 

Since  the  world  began,  there  have  been  proba- 
bly but  two  ways  of  singing  in  chorus.  Either  all 
began  at  once,  or  one  intoned  the  tune  as  leader 
and  the  others  joined  him  after  a  longer  or  shorter 
pause,  either  in  unison  or  in  harmony.  Might 
there  not  be  another  way  than  this,  and  might 
not  the  same  passages,  both  tune  and  words,  com- 
mence one  after  another  in  succession:  is  the 
question  that  might  have  been  raised,  we  know 
not  where  and  when,  by  some  one  of  the  men 
predestined  to  discoveries — and  to  oblivion.  A 
very  simple  thought  to  be  sure,  but  one  out  of 
which  three  centuries  were  to  derive  their  wis- 
dom, and  one  which  bears  a  Palestrina,  a  Bach 
and  a  Mozart  in  the  germ,  to  which  three  shining 
rings  the  whole  future,  the  whole  welfare  of  Music, 
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and  the  chain  of  years  are  linked.  Every  one  of 
my  readers  has  already  named  the  Canon. 

The  most  immediate  result  of  this  thought  was 
such  an  arrangement  of  the  voices,  that  one 
seemed  to  flee  before  the  other ;  for  while  the 
second  repeats  the  words  of  the  first,  the  first, 
without  resting,  has  passed  on  to  a  new  passage, 
which  it  leaves  as  soon  as  the  voice,  that  is  behind 
it,  reaches  the  same  place.  If  there  be  more 
than  two  voices,  the  third  bears  the  same  relation 
to  the  second,  the  fourth  to  the  third,  and  so  on. 
Since  neither  hastens  its  movement,  neither  lags 
behind,  and  all  keep  on  in  the  same  time,  separ- 
ated by  uniform  distances,  there  arises  an  emu- 
lous race  towards  one  point  of  union,  that  is 
never  reached  ;  this  is  called  an  endless  Fugue,  a 
Canon.  From  literal  repetition  of  the  subject  to 
proper  imitation,  was  not  far.  Instead  of  treat- 
ing the  theme  thus  in  unison  or  octave,  they 
could  treat  it  in  the  Fourth,  the  Fifth  and  all  the 
intervals ;  instead  of  reproducing  the  precise 
melodic  form  of  the  theme  upon  the  other  steps 
of  the  scale,  they  could  invert  the  order  of  the 
notes,  of  which  it  was  composed,  reproduce  it 
contrarywise  and  give  it  a  retrograde  motion  ; 
they  could  begin  with  the  end  and  end  with  the 
beginning ;  they  could  amplify  it  or  abridge  it, 
compose  it  anew  with  notes  of  the  longest  or 
the  shortest  duration  ;  they  could  do  a  thousand 
other  things  with  it.  I  need  not  explain  the  rules 
of  the  Canon,  with  which  I  presume  the  reader 
to  be  already  familiar ;  but  the  little  I  have  said 
will  give  some  idea,  even  to  those  who  do  not 
know  it,  of  the  countless  multitude,  the  infinite 
variety  and  the  uncommon  difficulties  of  the  com- 
binations that  are  implied  in  them.  Imagine  the 
zeal  with  which  the  musicians  caught  up  an  in- 
vention, so  entirely  suited  to  the  ideas  and  the 
actual  wants  of  the  epoch.  What  an  ocean  of 
calculations,  shoreless  and  unfathomable  !  With 
eyes  shut,  and  ears  stopped  too  of  course,  all 
hastened  to  plunge  in. 

During  a  period  of  some  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years  the  Canon  erected  itself  more  and  more 
among  musicians  into  a  universal  and  supreme 
law ;  it  was  the  exclusive  thought  of  their  investi- 
gations and  their  striving,  the  only  measure  of 
their  talents  and  the  condition  sine  qua  non  of 
their  celebrity ;  it  swallowed  up  all,  not  only 
Church  music,  but  the  little  that  there  was  of 
worldly  music.  The  imprisoned  thought  con- 
formed itself  so  well  to  this  canonical  slavery,  that 
had  become  supreme  law  to  it,  that  it  fell  into  an 
absolute  incapacity  of  producing  anything  else 
but  Canons.  Every  melody,  that  germinated  in 
the  head  of  a  musician,  was  worked  up  into  a 
Canon.  Wholesome  constraint,  fortunate  slavery 
for  those  who  knew  not  how  to  make  use  of  free- 
dom! A  little  less  restraint,  and  the  musical 
thought  of  that  time  had  been  reduced  to  noth- 
ing. 

As  the  Canon  was  the  touchstone  of  the  science 
of  composers,  so  too  it  served  to  display  the 
musical  knowledge  and  acuteness  of  the  singers. 
They  seldom  wrote  the  parts  entirely  out,  but 
left  the  work  in  an  enigmatical  form,  and  com- 
monly with  a  kind  of  device,  containing  the  solu- 
tion of  the  puzzle  ;  for  instance  :  Trinitatem  in 
unitale  veneremur  ;  Nigra  sum  sed  formo.ia  ;  Can- 
crisat  (retrograde  or  crab-like  imitation)  ;  Crescit 
et  decrescit  in  duplo,  triplo,  etc.  (Imitation  by 
amplification,  or  by  double  or  triple  diminution)  ; 
J  .    Bescende  gradatim  (probably  imitation  a  Second 
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below)  ;  Coniraria  contrariis  curantur.  I  do  not 
wholly  understand  the  meaning  of  this  last  maxim, 
but  I  hold  it  to  be  not  at  all  dangerous  in  music. 
The  great  Hahnemann  himself  would  admit  that 
it  could  not  operate  fatally.  In  this  way  one  had 
to  be  as  good  a  mathematician  to  sing  a  Canon, 
as  to  compose  one ;  and  making  music  in  the  time 
of  Charles  V.  and  Francis  I.  was  no  trifle  of 
brain  twisting  labor.  In  this  way  the  composers 
avenged  themselves  upon  the  singers  of  their 
time,  and  upon  the  later  historians,  for  the  incredi- 
ble toil,  which  their  trade  as  canonists  occasioned 
them. 

When  we  to-day  look  upon  these  master-works 
of  patience  and  of  ingenuity  ;  these  calculations, 
in  which  not  the  remotest  account  is  made  of 
Melody  and  Harmony ;  these  problems,  in  whose 
solution  we  find  nothing  that  resembles  music  ; 
this  toilsome  labor,  which  smells  so  of  the  lamp, 
of  Octaves  and  of  Quints,  we  are  tempted  to 
ask  :  Canon,  what  wilt  thou  of  me  ?  as  a  learned 
Frenchman  asked  of  a  Sonata.  Not  being 
acquainted  with  the  latter,  I  cannot  say  what 
answer  it  made.  But  as  it  respects  the  Canon, 
this  replies  very  clearly  and  intelligibly :  "  I  will 
that  you  should  recognize  in  me  the  product  of  a 
necessary  striving,  which  alone  could  lead  Art  to 
the  goal  of  its  high  destiny.  I  demand  respect 
and  gratitude  of  the  friends  of  Music.  Name  to 
me  anything  great  and  enduring  among  the  com- 
monly so  ephemeral  productions  of  music,  in 
which  I  have  not  participated  largely.  Rightly 
understood,  I  am  the  chief  pillar  of  sublime 
church  music,  of  the  grand  instrumental  music 
and  good  chamber  music ;  and  those  who  would 
banish  me  entirely  from  theatrical  music,  thereby 
doom  themselves  to  die  young.  If,  to  be  sure,  I 
appear  ludicrous  and  meagre  in  the  fifteenth 
century,  the  reason  lies  in  this,  that  I  had 
neither  the  support  of  the  Accord,  which  was 
scarcely  known,  nor  of  Melody,  which  was  not 
known  at  all.  Could  I  dispense  with  their  aid 
and  become  Music  by  myself  alone  ?  Just  as 
little  as  the  granite,  the  marble,  the  cement  and 
the  iron  could  dispense  with  an  architectural  plan 
and  put  themselves  together  into  a  palace  or  a 
temple.  So  too,  what  were  palace  and  temple,  if 
there  were  no  stones,  no  iron  and  no  lime  ?  What 
would  the  great  architects  of  harmony.  Bach, 
Handel,  Hatdn  and  Mozart  have  undertaken, 
had  not  dexterous  and  persevering  laborers  for 
two  centuries  long  been  breaking  out  the  stone 
quarries,  excavating  the  mines,  and  selecting, 
hewing,  shaping  and  matching  the  solid  materials, 
which  I,  the  Canon,  with  my  imitations,  my  repe- 
titions, my  inversions,  my  thematic  analyses  and 
my  double  counterpoint  present  so  faithfully  ? 
What  would  they  have  made !  Pretty  little 
summer  houses  of  painted  wood,  whose  cornices 
and  friezes  and  embellishments  would  have  con- 
sisted of  roulades ;  fresh  and  shining  for  an  hour, 
when  fashion  would  blow  over  them,  and  every 
vestige  of  them'disappear." 

I  grant  that  this  reply  of  the  Canon  sounds 
somewhat  pedantic  and  insolent ;  it  smacks  some- 
what of  its  own  age,  and  there  will  be  very  many 
men  whom  it  will  displease  in  this  present  time. 
Nevertheless  the  answer  is  in  certain  points  cor- 
rect, nay  instructive,  and  it  pains  me  that  people, 
who  have  thought  so  much  about  the  Canon,  and 
said  so  much  about  bad  taste,  Gothic  style,  Flem- 
ish barbarism,  &c.,  have  not  better  understood  it. 
It  would  have  shown  them  that  musical  art  fol- 


lowed quite  logically  the  course  it  was  obliged  to 
enter,  in  passing  from  canonical  counterpoint  to 
Harmony,  and  from  Harmony -to  Melody,  instead 
of  beginning  with  this  latter.  Did  not  the  lan- 
guages follow  the  same  course,  'after  they  had 
once  grown  up  to  literature  ?  In  all  languages 
taken  in  their  first  stages  of  development,  verses 
came  before  prose  and  the  form  ruled  before  the 
thought.  Everywhere  tradition  and  authority 
exercised  an  indispensably  necessary  guardianship 
in  the  infancy  of  the  practical  science  of  reason 
and  taste,  which  grow  up  and  keep  even  pace 
together.  The  development  of  modem  languages 
presents,  in  compai'ison  with  musical  language,  a 
series  of  correspondences  which  are  not  to  be  mis- 
taken, whether  we  regard  their  multitude,  their 
growing  mutual  relations,  their  historical  and 
logical  concatenation,  or  their  perfect  exactness 
within  the  proper  bounds  of  Iheir  analogy. — 
The  primitive  and  artless  chant  corresponds  per- 
fectly to  the  primitive  and  artless  poetry  which 
served  it  for  a  text.  Counterpoint  in  general 
is  the  written  versification,  of  precisely  the  same 
age  with  itself,  which  was  based  upon  combina- 
tions not  less  difficult,  not  less  arbitrary  and  child- 
ish, and  altogether  identical  with  its  own.  Of 
this  sort  are  the  final  rhymes.  Acrostics,  Leonine 
Verses,  which  rhymed  in  the  middle  and  the  end, 
the  old  ballad  form,  the  King's  Song,  the  Sonnet, 
the  Sextine  and  the  many  other  different  kinds 
of  measure,  in  which  the  poet  had  to  overcome 
greater  or  lesser  difficulties ;  in  a  word  all  the  poe- 
try, whose  only  merit  consisted  in  the  surmounting 
of  difficulties;  a  poetry  for  the  eyes,  just  as  the 
contemporary  music  was  only  a  music  for  the 
eyes. 

At  a  later  period  the  modern  tonic  Fugue  and 
the  Contrapuntal  style,  both  in  their  characteris- 
tics and  in  the  time  of  their  origin,  reflected  with 
equal  fidelity  the  poetry  of  civilized  nations  and 
of  cultivated  languages,  the  versification  freed 
from  all  burdensome  and  arbitrary  tradition,  and 
now  only  subject  to  certain  simplified  fundamental 
rules,  for  the  mere  end  of  enhancing  the  prosody 
of  the  idiom  or  of  the  ear.  Finally,  to  exhaust 
entirely  a  comparison,  whose  limits  appear  of 
themselves,  we  see  in  our  harmonic-melodic  style 
the  complete  equivalent  of  that  easy,  pleasing, 
graceful  and  correct  prose,  which  everywhere  was 
the  result  of  the  developments  of  language.  The 
melodic  stjde  knows  no  other  laws  but  those  of 
the  pure  period  or  sentence,  without  which  there 
can  be  no  music.  So  prose  is  governed  only  by 
the  laws  of  grammar  and  of  syntax,  which  usage 
has  completed  and  improved  when  necessary,  and 
without  which  one  could  neither  speak  nor  write 
well.  One  circumstance  however  is  to  be  re- 
marked ;  to-wit,  that  of  spoken  prose  it  is  the 
right  and  oftentimes  the  duty  to  be  prosaic. 
Musical  prose  can  never  dispense  with  poetry  ;  it 
needs  it  quite  as  much  and  more  than  in  the 
fugued  stj'le,  although  this  latter  represents  versi- 
fication in  music ;  but  what  would  once  have  occa- 
sioned a  distinction,  becomes  to-day  a  new  point 
of  resemblance.  Are  we  not  clearly  agreed  that 
the  prose  of  to-day  is  far  more  poetic  than  the 
verses  of  to-day,  and  do  we  not  see  our  poets 
turning  prose-writers,  that  they  may  with  greater 
ease  be  poets  ? 

We  have  thus  pointed  out  striking  anologies  in 
the  effects.  Whoever  would  ascend  to  causes, 
would  have  to  seek  them  in  the  general  history  of 
mankind.     There  he  would  find  perfectly  revealed 
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the  connection,  which  sets  the  seal  of  the  century 

upon  Literature  and  the  Arts,  which  lends  them  a 

family  resemblance,   and   makes  them  like  their 

common  mother,   the   spirit   of  the   age.      Our 

problem,  as  musicians,  is  to  ascertain  why  things 

necessarily  came  to  pass  thus  within  the  limits  of 

our  Art. 

[To  be  continued.] 


Mendelssohn. 

[From  the  German  of  W.  A.  Lajipadius.] 
(Continued  from  p.  52) 

As  Whitsuntide  was  now  approaching,  Men- 
delssohn repaired  to  Diisseldorf,  the  scene  of  his 
early  triumphs,  and  was  there  met  by  his  friend 
Julius  Rietz,  who  was  to  share  the  duties  of  con- 
ductorship  in  the  forthcoming  festival.  The 
services  of  more  than  five  hundred  performers, 
vocal  and  instrumental,  had  been  secured.  Ar- 
rangements were  made  on  the  most  liberal  scale, 
and  artists,  engaged  from  various  parts  of  Ger- 
many, imited  forces  to  contribute  to  the  general 
effect.  Cacilie  Kreuzer,  Pirscher,  Sophie  Schloss, 
Schunke,  Oehrlein  and  L'ammer,  were  the  solo 
singers.  The  festival  commenced  on  Whitsunday 
with  the  C  minor  symphony  of  Beethoven,  fol- 
lowed by  Handel's  "  Israel  in  Egypt."  As  the 
organ  accompaniment  would  have  been  too  over- 
powering in  the  confined  space  of  the  concert- 
room,  Mendelssohn  arranged  it  for  wind  instru- 
ments, and  added  an  accompaniment  to  the 
recitatives  for  two  violoncellos  and  a  double-bass. 
On  Monday,  Weber's  Fest-Caniala,  Haydn's 
Motet,  Insance  et  vanm  curce,  the  march  from 
Beethoven's  "  Ruins  of  Athens,"  and  the  Lohge- 
sang  were  given.  On  Tuesday,  Ernst,  the  great 
violinist,  who  was  to  have  appeared,  was  taken 
ill,  and  detained  at  Weimar,  and  Mendelssohn, 
without  previous  rehearsal,  substituted  Beetho- 
ven's Concerto  in  B  flat. 

The  public  at  Diisseldorf  acknowledged  unan- 
imously the  greatness  of  his  services,  and  a  fresh 
instance  of  royal  favor  was  conferred  on  him  by 
the  King  of  Prussia,  who  gave  him  the  cross  of 
Ritter  der  Friedensclasse  of  the  Orden  pour  le 
Me'riie,  instituted  by  Frederic  the  Great.  At  the 
end  of  May,  he  travelled  to  London  with  his  wife, 
and  here  his  old  friends  and  new  triumphs 
awaited  him.  On  the  13th  of  June  he  conducted 
his  symphony  in  A  minor,  at  the  Philharmonic 
Concert,  and,  on  the  24th,  at  Moscheles'  house,  a 
concert  for  the  benefit  of  the  sufferers  in  the 
Hamburgh  fire;  he  played  with  Moscheles  the 
Hommage  a  Handel,  besides  accompanying  Ade- 
laide Kemble  and  Miss  Hawes,  the  former  in  the 
"  Auf  Flugeln  des  Gesanges,  and  Es  hrechen  hn 
schallenden  Reigen,  and  the  latter  in  the  alto  solo 
from  "  St.  Paul."  On  the  26th  of  June  he  per- 
formed his  music  to  the  Antigone  before  a  select 
few  in  Moscheles'  house,  and,  shortly  afterwards, 
his  overture  to  the  Riiy  Bias  of  Victor  Hugo, 
with  some  variations  on  an  original  theme  in  E 
flat,  from  the  manuscript. 

We  ne.xt  hear  of  Mendelssohn  at  Lausanne,  in 
Switzerland,  whither  he  had  been  invited  to  con- 
duct his  Lohgesang.  From  some  unforeseen  acci- 
dent he  arrived  a  day  or  two  late,  and  missed 
hearing  the  Stahat  Mater  of  Rossini,  which  fol- 
lowed immediately  after  the  Lohgesang — an  ar- 
rangement he  was  not  likely  to  approve  of; 
though  the  violent  contrast  of  the  difierent  styles 
did  nothing  to  endanger  or  lessen  the  fame  of 
either  composer — the  learned  disciple  of  Handel 
and  Bach,  or  the  graceful  and  brilliant  Rossini, 
"the  swan  of  Pesaro."  This  year  aided,  if  pos- 
sible, its  predecessor  in  giving  strength  and  uni- 
versality to  Mendelsohn's  fame,  the  Lohgesang 
and  "  St.  Paul "  becoming  stock  pieces  in  Hol- 
land, Bohemia,  and  various  parts  of  Germany. 
Up  to  the  month  of  November,  Mendelssohn  was 
engaged  at  various  periods  in  Berlin  and  Frank- 
fort, assisting  at  the  latter  place  his  friend  Ferdi- 
nand Hiller  ;  but  he  remained  at  Lcipsic  almost 
without  intermission  from  November  of  this  year 
to  the  winter  of  1842. 

The  great  topic  of  conversation  now  was  the 
proposed  scheme  of  a   Musical  Conservatory  at 


Leipsic,  a  pet  plan  of  Mendelssohn.  It  happened 
at  this  time  that  a  valuable  legacy  had  been  be- 
queathed to  the  crown  of  Saxony  by  the  will  of 
a  private  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Bliimner, 
and  the  king  generously  handed  this  sum  over  to 
the  committee  for  the  fund,  on  condition  that 
six  natives  of  Leipsic  receive  their  education 
gratuitously  at  the  Conservatory.  On  the  16th 
of  January,  the  prospectus  of  the  new  school  of 
music  at  Leipsic  was  issued  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public,  and  those  who  intended  to  ofl'er  themselves 
as  candidati^s  for  studentships.  It  was  to  be  com- 
prised of  well  cpalified  professors,  to  instruct  in 
every  branch  of  musical  science,  practical  and 
theoretical.  The  illustrious  names  of  Mendels- 
sohn, Schumann,  David,  Hauptmann,  Pohlenz, 
and  Becker,  were  proposed  as  teachers  and  over- 
seers of  the  Conservatory,  and  all  who  wished  to 
become  pupils  were  requested  to  send  in  their 
names  before  the  23d  of  March.  By  that  time, 
forty-six  had  made  applications,  and  the  number 
in  July  was  increased  to  sixty-eight  candidates, 
out  of  whom  forty-two  were  ultimately  selected 
— of  these  the  majority  naturally  consisted  of 
Germans ;  but,  not  excluding  other  nations  in 
their  choice,  the  committee  accepted  two  Dutch- 
men, one  Englishman,  and  an  American.  On 
the  third  of  April,  the  Conservatory  was  opened 
with  public  rejoicings;  and,  in  the  middle  of^the 
month,  the  scheme  of  lectures  issued,  with  the 
following  particulars.  Mendelssohn  was  to  have 
the  direction  of  the  solo  singing,  piano-forte 
playing,  and  composition ;  Hauptmann,  of  har- 
mony and  counterpoint ;  Schumann  of  private 
tuition  in  the  theory  of  music ;  David  of  the 
violin,  and  Becker  of  the  organ.  Pohlenz,  an 
excellent  singing  master,  died  suddenly,  on  the 
10th  of  March,  and  Mme.  Gi-abau-Bunau,  and 
Herr  Bohme  were  to  succeed  him  in  training  the 
chorus,  assisted  by  Ivlengel,  Plaidy,  and  Wenzel. 
Ghezzi  gave  lessons  in  the  Italian  language;  and, 
since  1845,  Brendel,  the  present  editor  of  the 
Leipsic  Zeilsclirift  filr  J\Iusik,  gave  a  series  of 
lectures  on  the  history  and  development  of  the 
science.  The  institution  had  from  its  infancy 
several  warm  friends  and  supporters,  who  testi- 
fied their  good  wishes  by  substantial  help,  either 
in  the  shape  of  money,  or  presents  of  books, 
instruments,  etc. 

Mendelssohn  not  only  founded  the  institution, 
but  proved  its  most  zealous  and  active  member. 
If  the  greatest  man  is  not  often  the  best  teacher, 
he  was  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  for  none 
could  ever  question  the  judicious  management  of 
pupils  entrusted  to  him.  He  was  in  constant  at- 
tendance at  the  public  and  private  examinations 
of  the  difierent  classes  in  the  Conservatory,  and 
labored  to  give  each  of  his  pupils  a  facility  in  the 
art  of  modulating  and  transposing.  This  was  an 
essential  branch  of  his  teaching  ;  but,  more  than 
all,  he  strove  to  encourage  a  high  moral  tone 
among  the  students,  and  severely  censured  those 
whose  conduct  or  character  e.xcited  a  just  suspi- 
cion. It  is  recorded  of  him  that  he  sat  up  half 
the  night  on  one  occasion,  writing  some  observa- 
tions of  his  own  addressed  to  each  member  of  the 
Conservatory.  His  mission  as  a  public  man  pre- 
vented him  continuing  this  unwearied  zeal  towards 
the  institution,  after  it  had  been  once  fairly  start- 
ed, though  in  its  early  days  it  may  be  said  to 
have  had  the  monopoly  of  his  undivided  interest. 
On  being  requested  to  pass  as  the  chief  of  the 
whole  class  of  professors,  he  modestly  declined  any 
distinction,  with  the  words  "  I  am  only  one  of  si.x 
teachers."  He  knew  nothing  of  professional 
jealousy ;  and  his  anxiety  to  share  in  the  labors 
of  others  induced  him  to  gain  the  assistance  of 
Moscheles,  whose  admission  to  a  membership  in 
the  Conservatory  was  mainly  owing  to  the  inter- 
position of  Mendelssohn.  1  need  scarcely  add 
that  Moscheles  has  fully  satisfied  the  electors  of 
the  wisdom  of  their  choice. 

Let  us  now  i-eturn  from  Mendelssohn,  the  tutor 
and  teacher,  to  Mendelssohn,  the  writer  and 
artist.  His  music  to  Goethe's  "  First  Walpurgis 
Night "  was  given  at  Leipsic  on  the  2d  February, 
1843,  with  Schloss,  Schmidt,  Pogner,  Kinder- 
mann,  as  solo  singers,  and  a  body  ot  connoisseurs 
assisting  as  chorus.  He  had  selected  and  ar- 
ranged the  words  of  the  poem  for  his  music  when 


he  was  at  Rome,  probably  at  Goethe's  express 
desire,  who  may  have  conferred  pi-eviously  with 
Mm  on  the  subject.  *  *  *  »  The  fancy,  vivid 
coloring,  and  dramatic  force  of  the  work  were 
not  lost  on  the  musician.  The  overture  expresses 
the  pas.sing  away  of  winter  into  the  early  spring, 
the  caprice  of  April  with  her  showers,  sunshine, 
storm,  and  hail ;  and  this  is  followed  by  a  short 
tenor  solo  and  chorus  of  trebles  in  praise  of  the 
clear  skies  and  pure  breath  of  May,  "  the  mad 
and  merry  time  "  of  which  Mendelssohn  loved  to 
sing.  In  a  mighty  chorus,  "  Disperse,  disperse, 
ye  gallant  Men,"  and  the  somewhat  grotesque 
Kommt  mk  Zacken  und  mil  Gabeln,  the  composer 
has  given  way  to  the  extreme  of  fancy  and  poet- 
ical feeling,  and  in  a  chaos  of  sound  has  yet  con- 
trived to  keep  a  form,  order,  and  harmony  dis- 
tinct, in  the  midst  of  enthusiasm.  After  the  first 
performance  Mendelssohn  altered  many  of  the 
vocal  parts,  and  greatly  improved  the  last  men- 
tioned of  these  choruses.  Clear  above  all  the 
din  of  concerted  sound  is  heard  the  earnest  voice 
of  the  Druid : 

"  Die  Flamme  reinifrt  sich  vom  Eauch, 
So  reiiiig'  unsern  Glauben, 
Und  raiibt  man  uns  den  alten  Branch, 
Dein  Licht,  wer  will  es  rauben !" 

But  even  in  this  song  we  find  the  foreboding  of 
a  brighter  future  (if  the  meaning  and  spirit  be 
conformable  to  the  words),  rather  than  the  ex- 
pression of  inward  content  and  freedom  from  re- 
ligious disquietude.  I  must  add,  that  Mendels- 
sohn fully  satisfied  the  expectations  which  the 
treatment  of  such  a  subject  called  for,  and  if  we 
do  not  feel  the  emotions  Goethe  intended  to  con- 
vey, I  attribute  the  result  fearlessly  to  the  libretto, 
rather  than  the  music.  The  next  novelty  that 
calls  for  any  remark  was  a  scena  by  Mendelssohn, 
sung  by  Mile.  Schloss,  in  the  concert  on  the 
9th  of  February.  I  do  not  think  it-  has  yet  ap- 
peared in  print,  but  in  character  and  style  it  was 
something  between  the  Ah  perfido,  of  Beethoven, 
and  the  great  song  from  Weber's  Athalia.  The 
chief  event  of  this  year  was  the  inauguration  of 
the  Bach  statue  on  the  23d  of  April.  We  give 
the  selection  ot  music  as  chosen  by  Mendelssohn : 

Overture — Arioso — Gavotte;  Trio  and  finale  {Bourse 
und  Gigue,)  and  the  double  motet,  Ich  lasse  dicli  nicht;  a 
piano-forte  concerto,  with  orchestra,  executed  by  Men- 
delssohn, the  air  with  oboe  obligato  from  the  Passions- 
Musih,  Ich  loill  bet  mdnem  Jesu  wacfien ;  and  an  extem- 
pore on  themes  from  Sebastian  Bach. 

Immediately  after  the  concert,  the  ceremony 
of  uncovering  the  statue  began  in  presence  of  a 
large  assemblage.  Among  the  crowd,  we  ob- 
served the  veteran  capellmeister  of  Berlin,  Chris- 
topher, grandson  of  Sebastian  Bach,  who  had 
travelled  to  Leipsic  to  be  present.  The  statue, 
designed  by  Hiibner  and  Bendemann,  and  exe- 
cuted in  stone  by  Knaur,  is  not  a  happy  specimen 
of  sculpture ;  but  it  will  have  answered  its  pur- 
pose if  it  remind  posterity  that  a  great  artist 
lived  and  labored  there,  and  that  another  great 
man  strove  in  gratitude  and  piety  to  perpetuate 
his  memory.  Leipsic,  not  forgetful  of  the  disin- 
terested services  paid  her  by  Mendelssohn,  pre- 
sented him  in  the  April  of  this  year  with  the  free- 
dom of  the  city. 

After  attending  a  public  performance  of  "  St. 
Paul,"  at  Dresden,  Mendelssohn  seems  to  have 
allowed  himself  some  temporary  cessation  from 
labor,  and  to  have  rested  awhile  on  the  laurels 
already  won,  for  neither  in  England  nor  Ger- 
many did  he  assist,  for  a  time,  at  any  musical 
festival.  •  It  is  probable  that  he  finished,  during 
this  summer,  the  remainder  of  the  music  to  A 
Midsummer  Night's  Dream,  at  the  express  desire 
of  the  King  of  Prussia;  for  the  entire  play,  with 
orchestral  and  vocal  accompaniments,  was  heard 
in  October,  at  Potsdam,  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Ludwig  Tieck  and  the  composer.  It 
was  soon  brought  out  at  Berlin,  with  great  ap- 
plause, and  Mendelssohn,  being  engaged  for  a 
considerable  time  in  that  city,  resigned  his  post 
at  the  Gewandhaus  this  winter  to  Ferdinand 
Hiller.  At  the  farewell  concert  given  him  pre- 
viously to  his  leaving  Leipsic,  I  must  call  to  mind 
the  performance  of  Bach's  triple  concerto  by 
Hiller,  Clara  Schumann,  and  Mendelssohn,  Men- 
delssohn's new  sonata,  Op.  58  (in  D),  for  piano 
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and  violoncello,  and  last,  not  least,  the  otietto 
played  by  David,  Klengel,  Hauptmann,  Bach, 
Mendelssohn,  Gade,  Grenser,  and  Wittman. 
This  great  musical  phalanx  was  greeted,  after 
each  movement  of  the  ottetlo,  with  a  storm  of 
applause.  Hiller  maintained  his  difficult  position 
this  season  most  honorably,  and  brought  out  the 
romantic  oratorio  of  Schumann,  "  The  Paradise 
and  Peri,"  a  fact  which  I  cannot  suppress  in  re- 
membrance of  a  fellow  citizen  so  distinguished 
and  honorable  as  an  artist.  On  the  30th  of  De- 
cember, we  heard,  in  the  walls  of  our  own  theatre, 
the  "  Midsummer  Night's  Dream,"  with  Mendels- 
sohn's music.  The  mhe  en  scene,  considering 
the  resources  of  the  theatre,  was  worthy  of  all 
praise,  and  though  it  was  remarked  that  the  parts 
were  not  well  distributed,  yet  this  deficiency  was 
not  without  its  service,  if  it  turned  the  attention 
of  the  audience  exclusively  to  the  labors  of  Men- 
delssohn. How  thoroughly  the  musician  entered 
into  the  lovely  fancy  which  inspired  the  poet,  all 
who  have  heard  these  accompaniments  will  con- 
fess. The  music,  during  the  continued  action  of 
the  play,  may  be  called  an  extension  and  en- 
largement of  the  ideas  developed  in  the  overture, 
a  beautiful  outline  in  itself,  and  now  a  perfect 
and  finished  picture.  The  dainty  gambols  of  the 
fairies,  from  leaf  to  leaf,  in  the  moonshine,  the 
longings  and  complaints  of  disappointed  love, 
the  brilliant  pomp  and  circumstance  of  the  royal 
wedding,  with  other  familiar  scenes,'  were  now 
doubly  powerful  to  the  imagination,  attended  by 
their  suitable  accompaniment  of  music,  and  all 
are  agreed  that  Mendelssohn  handled  the  subject 
with  a  profound  knowledge  of  poetry  and  that 
extreme  delicacy  which  forbade  the  marring  of 
such  a  poem.  As  exquisite  morceaux,  we  may 
cite  especially  the  fairy  lullaby  from  Titania,  the 
Nachtliedohne  Worte  (Notturno),  which  is  played 
as  she  is  resting  in  the  grotto;  and,  last  not  least, 
the  brilliant  Wedding  March.  So  strongly  con- 
vinced are  we  of  the  value  of  the  music,  that  we 
dare  affirm  Shakspeare's  poem  has  won  much  by 
the  accompaniment,  as  far  as  stage  representa- 
tions are  concerned ;  for  with  matter  of  fact  minds, 
which  glean  even  from  poetry  something  material 
and  actual,  Mendelssohn  has  been  of  use  in  help- 
ing to  realize  the  summer  night  with  its  fairy 
train  of  elves  and  urchins. 

[To  be  continued.] 


PARABLES. 

FKOM  tOETHE. 

Poems  are  colored  window-glasses ! 
Look  Into  the  church  from  the  market  square: 
Nothing  but  gloom  and  darkness  there ! 
Shrewd  Sir  Philistine  sees  things  so: 
Well  may  he  narrow  and  captions  grow, 

Who  all  his  life  on  the  outside  passes. 

Bnt  come,  now,  and  inside  we'll  go ! 

Now  round  the  holy  chapel  gaze ; 

'Ti»  all  one  many-colored  blaze ; 

Story  and  emblem,  a  pictured  maze. 
Flash  by  you : — 'tis  a  noble  show. 

Here  feel  as  sons  of  God  baptized. 

With  hearts  exalted  and  surprised ! 

God  to  his  first  rude  children  sent 
Order,  and  Law,  and  Science  too,  and  Art, 
Endowed  with  all  Heaven's  favor  could  impart, 
To  make  man  on  this  earth  content. 
Bnt  these  from  Heaven  all  naked  came. 

How  to  conduct  them  here  unknowing. 
Till  Poesy  relieved  their  shame. 
Comely  apparel  upon  each  bestowing. 

The  sister  Nine  did  once  propose 

To  Psyche  their  poetic  art 

With  patient  method  to  impart. 
She,  simple  soul,  preferred  her  prose: 

Not  over  sweetly  went  her  lyre, 
E'en  in  the  fairest  summer  nigbt; 

Bnt  Love  came  by  with  look  and  fire, 
And  the  whole  coarse  was  learned  outright. 


Gleanings  from  German  Knsical  Papers. 

The  operas  performed  at  Leipsic  in  the  month 
of  April  were  the  following :  On  the  2d,  Wagner's 
Tannhauser  ; — 5th,  Norma,  (Frau  Gundy  as  Nor- 
ma) ;  —  8th,  Meyerbeer's  Prophele,  (Fides  by 
Frau  Gundy)  ; — 16th,  The  Vampyre,  by  Marsch- 
ner;  —  19th,  Mozart's  Zauberfiote,  (Sarastro, 
Herr  Burger,  Queen  of  the  Night,  Frau  Gundy)  ; 
— 21st,  Oheron,  by  Weber,  (Fraulein  Petermann 
as  Rezia,  her  first  attempt  on  the  stage) ; — 23d, 
Tannhauser;  —  24th,  Martha,  by  Von  Flotow, 
(Lady  Harriet  Dunham,  Frau  Gundy;  Lionel, 
Herr  Kessler)  ;  26th,  Kossini's  "  William  Tell," 
(Tell,  Herr  Meyer ;  Arnold  Melchthal,  Herr 
Damke ;  Mathilde,  Frau  Gundy)  ; — 28th,  Wag- 
ner's Lohengrin.  In  all,  nine  different  operas  in 
ten  representations. 

Speaking  of  the  novelties  in  the  way  of  com- 
position, the  Signals  mentions  a  revival  of  the 
piano-forte  sonata  form,  so  little  practised  by  com- 
posers of  late  years.  Since  the  three  published 
by  Johannes  Brahms,  the  new  star  heralded  by 
Schumann,  sonatas  seem  to  have  broken  out  on 
all  sides.  In  one  week  there  appeared  four  new 
ones  by  the  following  authors :  Liszt,  Debrois  van 
Bruyck,  Fliigel  and  Gouvy ;  the  two  first  are 
dedicated  to  Robert  Schumann. 

Some  wag  of  a  German  in  .New  York  has  been 
hoaxing  the  editor  of  a  musical  paper  in  the 
Fatherland,  who,  under  the  head  of  musical  news 
from  America,  seriously  informs  his  readers  that 
the  new  grand  oratorio  of  "  Balaam,"  by  the  dis- 
tinguished American  composer,  Fum,  is  shortly 
to  be  brought  out. 

A  letter  from  Leipsic  in  the  Rheinische  Musik- 
Zeitung  makes  the  following  criticism  upon  the 
singing  of  Madame  Goldschmidt,  which  is  in- 
teresting for  its  singularity  at  least,  and  must  pass 
for  what  it  is  worth. 

"  The  judgment  that  we  formed  of  Jenny  Lind's 
art,  when  we  heard  her  for  the  first  time  ten  or 
twelve  years  since,  we  found  this  time  confirmed. 
Her  virtuosity  could  not  easily  be  equalled  or 
surpassed  ; — she  is  a  striking  proof  of  what  may 
be  accomplished  by  an  earnest  and  inspired 
artistic  will,  and  by  an  iron  perseverance,  backed 
by  real  talent,  even  with  naturally  moderate  vocal 
means.  In  our  view,  Frau  Lind-Goldschmidt  is 
especially  fitted  for  the  elegiac  and  fine  conversa- 
tion genre ;  while  what  is  earnest,  and  demands 
fire  and  passion,  is  less  suited  to  her  peculiar 
artistic  nature.  Unsurpassably  fine  was  her  ren- 
dering, at  that  benefit  concert,  of  Die  Sterne 
schau'n  in  stiller  Nacht,  by  Mendelssohn ;  of 
"  Mignon's  Song,"  by  Schubert,  and  the  Swedish 
Herdsman's  Song,  by  Berg ;  as  well  as  that  of 
Vielka's  part  in  the  Trio  with  two  flutes  from 
Meyerbeer's  "  Camp  of  Silesia."  But  in  the  de- 
livery of  the  aria,  "  On  mighty  pens,"  from  the 
"  Creation,"  she  seemed  to  us  to  be  less  in  her 
sphere.  Perfect  as  her  singing  was  here  in  all 
technical  respects,  yet  (in  this  tone-picture  in  the 
noblest  sense  so  cheerful,  but  springing  from  the 
highest  religious  mood)  we  missed  that  deep  in- 
wardness, that  high  enthusiasm,  which  are  so  in- 
dispensable in  such  music.  Frau  Goldschmidt 
made  this  aria  too  light,  too  elegant.  A  peculiarity 
in  her  singing,  by  which  she  effects  so  much  in 
pieces  of  a  lighter  kind  and  in  her  national  songs, 
namely  the  long  holding  out  of  single  tones  in 


the  softest  pianissimo,  also  appears  in  her  singing 
of  grander  styles  under  the  form  of  arbitrary 
holds.  Both  in  this  piece  from  Haydn,  and  in 
Susanna's  aria  from  the  Nozze  di  Figaro,  the 
total  impression  was  injured  by  an  expedient  so 
effective  in  its  right  place.  In  her  spiritual  con- 
ception of  the  latter  piece  we  could  have  wished 
for  a  little  more  of  the  sensual  glow  of  love,  as 
Mozart  has  here  so  finely  characterized  it. 

"  Unquestionably  the  most  brilliant  achieve- 
ment of  Mme.  Goldschmidt  in  the  concert  of  the 
1 7th,  was  her  delivery  of  the  Lieder  der  Braut 
from  Riickert's  Liebesfruhling,  composed  by  Ro- 
bert Schumann.  Next  to  that  we  may  name  the 
aforesaid  air  of  Mozart,  while  the  air  from  Bel- 
lini's Beatrice  di  Tenda  lay  in  its  nature  farther 
from  the  naturel  of  the  artist.  Besides  a  perfect 
mastery  of  the  mechanism  of  singing,  the  Italian 
music  requires  also  Southern  fire  and  passion,  as 
well  as  large  vocal  resources  adapted  to  the  ex- 
hibition of  sensuous  euphony.  Here  all  must  be 
painted  in  bold  and  strong  strokes,  if  the  almost 
sketchy  music  of  the  gay  South,  which  in  itself 
contains  but  little  high  artistic  worth,  is  to  receive 
a  real  importance.  But  we  must  not  expect  all 
this  from  a  talent  so  decidedly  formed  for  the 
more  tender  elegiac  genre,  as  that  of  Mme. 
Goldschmidt,  especially  now  that  her  vocal 
powers  are  no  longer  quite  sufficient  for  such 
tasks.  The  voice  in  fact  is  no  longer  entirely 
fresh;  the  lower  notes  are  veiled,  and  the  ex- 
treme upper  notes  somewhat  sharp  and  thin. 

"  The  other  two  songs  given  in  this  concert, 
namely  the  Widmungslied,  composed  by  Gold- 
schmidt, and  the  "  Bird  Song "  by  Taubert,  are 
of  small  consequence  as  compositions,  and  owe 
their  chaim  to  Mme.  Goldschmidt's  singing.  In 
the  latter  the  singer  showed  an  eminent  virtuosity. 
But  whether  with  this  expenditure  of  executive 
skill  anything  really  beautiful  was  realized,  we 
might  doubt :  in  our  opinion  the  singer  here 
occasionally  oversteps  the  limits  of  the  Beautiful, 
— for  it  cannot  possibly  belong  to  the  domain  of 
the  tuneful  Art,  nor  can  it  be  a  worthy  task  for 
such  an  artist,  to  produce  sounds,  which  are  only 
in  place  when  heard  from  the  feathered  popula- 
tion of  the  fresh  green  wood." 


For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 

From  my  Diary.  No.  XLVIH. 

May  30.  Stopping  at  Greenfield,  Mass.,  the  other  day, 
though  unfortunately  I  did  not  meet  the  gentleman  I 
hoped  to  see,  I  gathered  an  item  or  two  from  another 
source  in  relation  to  musical  affairs  there.  A  good  deal 
of  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  divine  art  in  that  quar- 
ter, in  time  past ;  besides  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Tuckerman,  I 
heard  of  a  concert  given  some  time  since,  in  which  the 
staple  of  the  performance  was  the  music  from  Neukomm's 
"  David,"  as  published  in  one  of  the  recent  singing-books ; 
of  another  concert  more  recently  given  by  the  "  Old 
Folks,"  at  which  Billings,  Holden,  Reed,  Kimball,  and 
their  compeers,  again  made  their  appearance — and  with 
such  effect  as  to  leave  a  surplus  above  the  expenses  of 
some  S50  j  and  this  week  the  children  and  young  people, 
under  the  lead  of  T.  M.  Dewey,  Esq.,  are  to  perform 
Boot's  juvenile  cantata  of  the  "  Flower  Queen."  For 
one  I  go  for  all  these.  Let  us  have  them  all.  Beget  a 
taste  for  making  music  the  grand  recreation.  Let  them 
sing  "  Majesty,"  and  "  Complaint,"  and  "  Virginia," 
and  other  tunes  of  our  fathers;  the  contrast  between 
them  and  the  music  presented  by  Dr.  Tuckerman  must 
be  appreciable  to  the  meanest  comprehension  in  time, 
especially  to  younger  auditors,  who  have  no  pleasant 
associations  connected  with  the  tunes  of  the  "  Old  Folks." 

For  my  own  part  the  old  "  pennyroyal  tunes  "  have  a 
peculiar  charm  for  me.    I  have  formerly  known  them 
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all,  I  believe,  and  when,  the  next  evening  after  leaving 
Greenfield,  I  heard  a  tune  or  two  at  an  "  old  folks'  re- 
hearsal "  in  Northampton,  preparatory  to  a  concert  there, 
the  women  taking  the  tenor,  the  men  the  air,  as  in  the 
days  of  the  old  "  Village  Harmony,"  I  must  confess  I 
listened  in  a  state  of  genuine  delight. 

"  And  on  the  winga  of  mighty  winds 
Came  flying  all  abroad," 

sang  they,  and  I  felt  again  something  of  that  feeling  with 
which  Billings's  "  Majesty  "  used  to  inspire  me  when  a 
child.  Some  years  since  I  used  to  hear  the  symphonies 
in  Boston  on  Saturday  evenings,  and  sing  old  tunes  the 
next,  with  a  good  old  singer  who  complained  that  none 
of  the  young  folks  could  read  that  music  now-a-days, 
and  who  believed  that  singing  was  no  longer  taught  with 
its  ancient  success. 

I  made  a  very  pleasant  acquaintance  on  this  trip,  with 
a  young  gentleman  who  spent  the  night  with  me  at 
Warner's  hotel  in  Northampton,  which,  by  the  way,  I 
understand  is  on  the  spot  where  Poraeroy,  of  Bunker  Hill 
memory,  kept  tavern,  in  the  days  of  Billings,  and  Keed, 
and  Swan.  My  new  acquaintance  was  no  other  than 
the  organist  of  the  recent  "  Prima  Donna  Waltz  "  anec- 
dote. 

Mr. does  not  pretend  to  justify  such  an  arrange- 
ment, but  puts  this  very  pertinent  query :  Whether  under 
constant  pressure  from  the  congregation,  and  finally  the 
danger  of  losing  his  place,  it  is  to  be  wondered  at  that 
the  severe  school  of  organ-playing  ^hould  at  length  give 
way  to  the  performance  of  popular  airs?  "Two  years 
ago,"  he  said,  "  nothing  could  have  induced  me  to  play 
a  secular  air  for  a  voluntary  in  church.  I  always  con- 
demned such  performances,  and  persisted  in  my  course 
Sunday  after  Sunday,  although  importuned  by  my 
friends  to  introduce  such  familiar  melodies  as  they  hked." 
He  told  me  how  at  last  he  gave  way  so  far  as  to  give 
Qista  Diva,  and  it  proved  a  famous  "  hit,"  though  per- 
haps a  fatal  step.  From  a  note  which  I  have  received 
this  morning,  I  extract  what  I  think  a  well  put  view  of 
the  matter,  and  I  have  had  experience  enough  in  choirs, 
as  leader,  to  know  how  to  sympathize  v^ith  an  organist, 
who  must  play  before  an  audience  of  whom  not  one  per- 
son in  twenty  has  any  conception  whatever  of  the  beau- 
ties of  hannony,  and  to  whom  truly  fine  organ-playing 
is  a  bore. 

"  Since  that yata?  step,"  he  writes  in  effect,  "I  have 
introduced  such  things  in  my  voluntaries,  and  they  have 
finally  led  to  the  crime  of  my  arranging  the  "  Prima 
Donna"  as  a  church  tune.  I  did  it  to  gratify  ray  con- 
gregation, laughing  in  my  sleeve  at  the  absurdity  of  the 
thing.  Now  the  idea  of  Mr,  Dwight  being  so  horrified  at 
this  novel  and  'literal  fact,'  somewhat  vexes  me.  He 
writes  as  though  nothing  of  the  sort  had  ever  before  been 
heard  of;  as  though  that  '  fast  organist '  was  to  have  the 
honor  of  being  first  projector.  Church  music  books  are 
full  of  these  things.  I  need  not  name  them,  you  and  Mr. 
Dwight  know  what  they  are.  [Yes:  '  We  are  all  nod- 
din,'  '  Batti,  batti,'  '  Harmonious  Blacksmith,'  Scottish 
songs  and  Irish  melodies,  &c.]  Now  the  question  comes 
Bp,  who  is  to  blame  ?  The  organist  or  arranger,  or  the 
congregations?  I  contend  that  the  congregations  are. 
Is  it  to  be  expected  that  a  common  audience  in  our 
country  towns,  or  in  our  cities,  for  that  matter,  can  ap- 
preciate such  music  as  those  who  have  studied  the 
science?  'Milk  for  babes,'  —  our  congregations  want 
their  ears  tickled  with  familiar  sounds.  '  'Tis  the  last 
rose  of  summer,'  played  as  a  voluntary,  will  invariably 
please  an  audience.  [Yes,  that  is  true,  more's  the  pity, 
of  the  audience — there  may  be  a  few  exceptions,  but  they 
don't  pay  the  salary.]  They  think  nothing  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  thing,  so  long  as  they  are  pleased.  Our 
congregations  have  yet  to  learn  what  is  pure  church 
music,  and  to  appreciate  it — then  I  can  once  more  adopt 
it.  As  to  this  matter  of  propriety,  another  '  organist  in 
one  of  the  Connecticut  valley  churches'  got  up  a  dra- 
matic illustration  of  the  Day  of  Judgment,  by  '  tooting' 
out  the  last  trump  upon  his  trumpet  and  hautbois  stop  I 
In  principle  I  am  opposed  to  anything  of  the  sort.  Now 
I  go  for  having  this  matter  thoroughly  discussed.  Have 
it  thoroughly  presented  to  our  congregations  ;  have 
them  told  through  the  press  what  church  music  is,  what 
organ  voluntaries  and  interludes  should  be;  and  have 
the  general  taste  made  good,  and  it  need  not  be  long 
before  we  shall  hear  the  deep-toned  choral  reverberating 
in  our  churches." 


My  friend  forgets  the  proverb  about  making  the  horse 
drink,  though  he  be  easily  taken  to  the  water.  All  our 
musical  papers  may  give  themselves,  heart  and  soul,  to 
the  work ;  but  suppose  our  organist's  auditors  will  not 
subscribe  for  and  read  them,  what  is  to  be  done  about  it? 

Is  there  not  a  good  deal  of  meat  in  our  organist's  nut- 
shell? I  confess  I  think  there  is.  No  one  0M(/7i«  to  give 
way  to  the  merely  popular  taste,  but  how  many  of  us 
are  without  sin  in  this  matter?  Now,  in  the  case  of  this 
young  man,  who  has  greatly  interested  me,  and  whose 
great  aim  is  to  acquire  the  means  of  solid  study  in 
Europe,  and  who  has  gained  an  unfortunate  though 
anon3'mous  notoriety,  the  "Prima Donna"  lapsus  seems 
venial,  and  excusable  in  comparison  with  many  a  per- 
formance in  Boston  and  New  York,  by  men  who  profess 
to  be  the  arbiters  of  taste,  the  oracles  of  music.  Again, 
a  taking  melody,  slowly  and  solemnly  sung  in  a  country 
place,  where  none  of  our  ridiculous  associations  surround 
it,  is  to  my  apprehension  not  so  bad  as  to  entertain  a 
"  West  end  "  congregation  with  the  music,  before  service, 
in  which  Sontag  or  Alboni  called  out  its  tears  two  nights 
before  on  the  stage. 

I  don't  justify  that  Prima  Donna  Waltz,  but  in  this 
case  excuse  it. 

Jllay  27th.  —  Had  some  talk  this  evening  after  this 
manner:  What  queer  ideas  those  who  have  had  no  proper 
opportunity  of  cultivation  have  of  musical  matters! 
Some  time  since  a  person  from  the  country  inquired  at 
one  of  our  principal  music  stores  for  something  suitable 
for  an  orchestra.  "  How  large  is  your  orchestra  ?"  asked 
the  gentlemanly  proprietor. 

"  About  sixteen  instruments — principally  flutes !" 

A. — That  makes  me  think  of  the  man  who  called  at 
the  same  place  for  some  classicalmusic— finally  conclud- 
ing that  he  should  like  the  overture  to  Don  Juan  arranged 
for  two  flutes. 

D. — I  remember  when  I  was  a  boy,  the  flute  disease 
prevailed  everywhere,  and  the  measles,  kine  pox,  and 
Y'ankee  Doodle  on  the  flute  were  alike  inevitable.  Of 
late  years  we  seem  to  be  suffering  from  a  wide-spread 
distemper  of  accordions,  or  squeals,  as  T.  irreverently 
calls  them.  Insomuch  however  as  this  instrument  seems 
to  necessitate  some  attempt  at  harmony,  I  think  it  an 
improvement. 

A. — Do  you  remember  the  old  Pierian  Sodality  at 
Cambridge  ? 

D. — Of  course. 

A. — When  I  was  in  college  at  one  time  its  instruments 
were  divided  somewhat  in  this  manner:  six  flutes,  three 
violins,  one  horn,  and,  I  believe,  one  contra-basso.  At 
another  epoch  it  is  said  to  have  dwindled  down  some- 
what— to  a  single  member,  who  played  the  cornet-a- 
pistou. 

D. — That  must  have  been  the  time  when  at  an  Exhibi- 
tion the  music  was  "  made  "  by  our  college  organist 
upon  the  little  old  instrument  over  the  President's  head, 
and  "  Joe"  finding  the  speeches  rather  dry  settled  himself 
into  a  comfortable  nap,  from  which  he  was  awakened  by 
a  loud  "  Expectatur  Musica !"  from  the  venerable  old 
Prex. 

A. — Most  of  our  countrymen  have  yet  to  learn  what 
an  orchestra  is,  and  I  fear  it  will  be  a  long  time  before 
our  cities  will  have  them  of  their  own.  I  know  of  but 
one  attempt  at  orchestral  music  by  our  own  people,  and 
that  is  the  amateur  club  in  Boston. 

D. — With  the  great  musical  talent  which  certainly 
exists  among  us,  it  is  a  pity  that  so  few,  so  very  few, 
who  do  give  some  time  and  labor  to  the  study  of  instru- 
ments, should  stop  so  soon  and  be  satisfied  with  such 
small  attainments.  I  think  one  reason  of  this  is,  that  no 
music  of  a  higher  character  is  accessible  to  them  than 
arrangements  of  operatic  airs,  and  these  pall  upon  the 
taste  so  soon.  How  different  it  is  abroad  where  the  easy 
quartets,  quintets  and  trios  of  Haydn  and  his  contem- 
poraries are  a  never  failing  source  of  delight  to  per- 
formers, who  are  unable  to  execute  the  works  of  Mozart 
and  Beethoven. 

A. — Ah,  yes,  if  we  could on]y  induce  our  village  musi- 
cians to  make  a  point  of  playing  something  of  this  kind 
the  great  step  would  be  gained. 
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THE    WONDROUfe.     WELL. 

Came  North,  and  South,  and  East,  and  West, 
Four  sages  to  a  mountain  crest. 


Each  vowed  to  search  the  wide  world  round, 
Until  the  Wondrous  Well  be  found. 

And  here,  as  simple  shepherds  tell. 
Lies  clear  and  deep  the  Wondrous  Well. 

Before  the  crag  they  made  their  seat, 
The  polished  waters  at  their  feet. 

Said  one,  "  This  well  is  small  and  mean; 
Too  petty  for  a  village  green." 

Another  said,  "  So  smooth  and  dumb. 
From  earth's  deep  centre  can  it  come?  " 

The  third,  "  This  water  seems  not  rare, 
Not  even  bright,  but  pale  as  air." 

The  fourth,  "  A  fane  I  looked  to  see; 
Where  the  true  well  is,  that  must  be." 

They  rose  and  left  the  mountain  crest ; 
One  North,  one  South,  one  East,  one  West. 

Through  many  seas  and  deserts  wide. 
They  wandered,  thirsting,  till  they  died. 

The  shepherds  by  the  mountain  dwell. 

And  dip  their  pitchers  in  the  Wondrous  Well. 

imigjif  0  ^nurnol  nf  Mumu 
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The  so-called  Classical  Form  in  Instrnmental 
Music. 

We  have  recently  had  much  discussion  as  to 
■what  constitutes  a  Symphony,  and  whether  cer- 
tain orchestral  productions,  of  novel  and  eccen- 
tric structure,  by  adventurous  American  com- 
posers, were  symphonies.  In  that  discussion  the 
essentials,  so  far  at  least  as  form  is  concerned,  of 
■what  musicians  always  mean  by  the  classical 
Symphony,  were  clearly  pointed  out.  It  is  a 
concerted  piece  for  a  full  orchestra,  of  some 
twenty  or  more  independent  parts  or  voices,  each 
maintaining  its  marked  individuality,  which  it 
merges  only  occasionally  in  full  bursts  of  harmony 
with  the  whole,  or  now  and  then  retiring  into 
silence  for  a  time,  like  a  party  in  a  conversation, 
but  always  with  an  implied  presence  in  the  back- 
ground. It  consists  moreover  of  several  succes- 
sive movements,  of  different  character  and  tempo, 
each  of  which  forms  a  musical  whole  in  itself, 
while  each  is  in  some  manner  kindred  or  related 
to  the  others,  and  necessary  to  the  full  develop- 
ment and  satisfaction  of  the  musical  train  of  ideas, 
feelings  and  suggestions  once  set  in  motion;  so 
that  the  symphony  shall  live  in  the  hearer's  mind 
an  artistic  and  poetic  whole,  like  a  great  painting, 
or  group  of  statuary,  or  harmonious  pile  of  archi- 
tecture. It  almost  always  opens  with  an  Allegro, 
Allegretto,  or  some  degree  of  quick  movement, 
of  peculiar  structure;  which  is  almost  always 
followed  by  a  slow  movement,  as  Adagio,  An- 
dante, and  so  forth ;  then  comes  almost  always  the 
playful  and  fantastic  Minuet  and  Trio  of  Haydn's 
time,  or  Scherzo  of  Beethoven ;  and  the  conclu- 
sion or  Finale  is  a  lively  movement  in  the  rondo  or 
repeating-in-a-circle  form.  We  say  almost  always ; 
for  there  are  modifications  and  variations  of  the 
type,  not  enough  to  obliterate  its  essential  fea- 
tures. 

Now  in  the  controversy  referred  to,  it  has  been 
contended  that  this  uniformity  of  pattern  in  the 
composition  of  symphonies,  &c.,  was  a  sheer  con- 
ventionalism, a  mechanical  aping  by  subsequent 
composers,  great  and  small,  of  what  one  original 
and  successful  composer  before  them  chanced  to 
do.    It  has  been  scouted  as  a  matter  of  mere     .  r 
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precedent  and  slavish  imitation.  We  Tvish  to 
suggest  on  the  other  hand  a  few  quite  brief  and 
general,  but  by  no  means  idle  or  fanciful  consid- 
erations, which  seem  to  show  that  this  form  is  not 
altogether  arbitrary;  that  the  musical  instinct 
itself  by  the  inward  law  and  fatality  of  its  own 
working  has  run  into  this  very  form ;  that  it 
stands  by  the  force  of  nature,  vitally  organic.  It 
is  one  of  those  designs  which  Nature  knew  what 
she  was  about  when  she  slipped  it,  as  it  were  by 
accident,  into  the  hands  of  the  composers  who 
fii-st  set  the  model.  The  seminal  principle  of  a 
plant's  life  runs  not  more  naturally  into  stem, 
leaves,  flower,  and  fruit,  than  the  musical  instinct, 
excited  by  a  given  theme,  and  working  in  pure 
instrumental  tone-freedom,  without  any  shackle 
of  words,  dramatic  plot,  or  outward  extra-musical 
application, — especially  when  it  has  the  large 
orchestral  means, — runs  into  the  essential  like- 
ness of  the  Symphonic  or  Sonata  form. 

In  its  earliest  efforts,  working  with  the  simplest 
means,  as  a  single  instrument,  the  violin,  or  harp- 
sichord, in  the  times  of  Corelli,  Bach,  &c.,  this 
tendency  resulted  in  what  is  called  the  Sonata. 
The  violin  Quartet,  the  Trio,  the  Quintet,  &c., 
all  follow  the  same  bent.  With  the  full  orchestra, 
as  Haydn  could  command  it,  it  becomes  the  Sym- 
phony. And  even  the  Concerto,  in  which  a  solo 
instrument  shows  off,  amid  rich  orchestral  sur- 
roundings or  accompaniment,  or  rather  steps  to 
the  foot-lights  before  fit  orchestral  scenery  and 
background,  the  same  tcudency  to  the  same 
form  is  essentially  observed.  What  is  technically 
called  "  the  Sonata  form  "  is  common  to  all  such 
classical  productions,  whether  for  one  or  many 
instruments.  This  form,  we  say,  is  not  mere  ac- 
cident ;  the  reason  of  it  is  to  be  sought  in  the 
nature  of  the  human  soul  and  in  the  correspond- 
ing nature  (as  type  or  language)  of  Music. 

Consider  how  it  is  with  us  when  any  matter 
interests  us  and  excites  us  to  that  pitch  of  feeling 
in  which  music  steps  in  as  the  natural  language. 
Our  whole  nature  is  engaged  in  it.  The  Head, 
or  thinking  principle;  the  Heart,  or  feeling  prin- 
ciple; the  Will,  or  active  principle;  and  more  or 
less  (amid  these  earnest  powers)  the  lively,  recre- 
ative play,  or  "heat-lightning"  of  Fancy, — all  take 
part  in  it,  all  in  turn  are  principally  addressed  hy 
it.  Every  earnest  affair  of  life  engages  a  man  by 
turns  intellectually,  emotionally,  practically  or 
with  an  imjjulse  to  action,  and  humorously  or 
fancifully.  Reason,  Passion,  Will  and  frolic 
Fancy:  these  are  elements  which  enter  into 
every  earnest  passage  of  our  lives,  and  these 
seek  each  its  type  and  representative  in  the  forms 
of  an  Art  so  perfectly  human  and  so  pliant  to  the 
motions  of  the  human  soul  as  Music.  If  a  matter 
deeply  and  earnestly  taxes  our  reasoning,  logical, 
truth-seeking  faculties  for  one  spell,  it  is  a  law  of 
our  nature  that  we  quit  thinking  and  only  feel 
about  it  for  another  spell ;  what  was  a  thought,  a 
study,  has  become  a  sentiment ;  it  has  modulated 
out  of  the  coolly  intellectual  into  the  feeling  and 
religious  mood.  It  was  an  argument,  an  emulous 
labor  of  the  brain ;  it  has  become  a  lyric  of  the 
heart,  a  prayer,  a  hymn,  an  aspiration,  a  softly 
rising  incense  and  aroma  of  the  faith  that  is  in 
us,  loving,  hoping,  longing  and  believing.  And 
then,  the  more  we  have  been  in  earnest,  the 
more  naturally  comes  the  reaction  of  playful 
fantasy  and  humor,  the  more  ready  the  sugges- 
tions and  heat-lightnings  of  a  quick,  surcharged 
midsummer  fancy,   the   scherzo   humors  that, so 


often  flash  from  charapters  of  deepest  pathos. 
But  the  circle  of  moods  is  not  yet  complete. 
Thought,  feeling,  fancy,  are  but  turnings  of  the 
living  stream  that  yet  must  ultimate  itself  in 
action,  must  rush  into  deed,  and  po  pour  its  life 
into  the  great  ocean  whence  all  proceed  and  to 
which  all  tend.  Such  is  the  history  of  anything 
that  seriously  occupies  the  human  mind  ;  such  are 
the  moods  or  phases  through  which  life  ever  modu- 
lates; and  you  trace  the  perfect  analogy  and 
correspondence  thereof  in  everything  that  has 
life  and  movement,  in  every  Art  and  language 
that  expresses  life, — especially  in  Music  whose 
very  soul  and  origin  is  motion,  measured  motion 
or  vibration,  and  which  is  therefore  the  natural 
language  par  excellence  of  the  emotions,  of  the 
feelings,  o  fthe  heart. 

The  musical  instinct  or  genius,  once  inspired 
and  warmed  up  to  the  creative  point,  commences 
with  a  theme,  which  instantly  becomes  the  germ 
or  motive  of  a  general  design.  (Of  course  we 
are  speaking  of  pvre  music,  music  without  verbal 
text,  or  dramatic  plan,  music  flowing  "  at  its  own 
sweet  will,"  choosing  its  own  forms,  and  sufficient 
to  itself,  which  Richard  Wagner  may  deny  to  be 
possible,  but  which  the  greatest  masters  all  affirm 
in  the  most  triumphant  manner  in  their  works.) 
The  first,  or  Allegro  movement  of  a  Sonata  or  a 
Symphony  comes  the  nearest  to  the  character  of 
intellectual  or  learned  music.  It  takes  up  a 
theme,  or  themes,  and  proceeds  to  the  discussion 
and  elaboration  thereof  It  begins  with  a  princi- 
pal theme  or  subject ;  presently,  with  the  natural 
modulation  into  the  dominant  or  relative  key, 
comes  in  a  second  or  counter-tlieme ;  these  two 
are  developed  a  little  way,  when  the  whole  pas- 
sage is  literally  repeated,  as  if  for  the  purpose  of 
fixing  the  themes  clearly  in  the  mind;  after  the 
repeat  comes  their  more  extended  development 
and  treatment.  A  sort  of  analytic  investigation 
of  all  that  is  contained  in  them  goes  on  ;  detached 
phrases  of  one  are  blended  with  or  offset  against 
the  other  ;  the  two  propositions  are  subjected  to  a 
sort  of  exhaustive  musical  logic,  till  all  that  is 
contained  in  them  shall  be  fully  brought  out  and 
verified.  By  a  sort  of  refining,  differentiating, 
intellectual  argumentation  these  themes  are  de- 
veloped singly,  in  combination  and  in  contrast, 
and  are  worked  through  various  keys,  abridge- 
ments, augmentations,  episodes,  digressions,  into 
a  most  complex  and  various  whole,  in  which  the 
same  original  threads  or  themes  continually  re- 
appear, yet  with  perpetual  sense  of  novelty.  The 
intellectual  principle  delights  in  analysis  and  in 
the  detection  of  differences  and  distinctions. 
So  the  symphonic  Allegro  betrays  a  tendency  to 
continual  divergence  and  escape  from  the  first 
starting-point.  It  is  like  a  critical  exposition  and 
discussion  of  the  subject.  It  has  a  stricter  scien- 
tific form  and  method  than,  any  succeeding  por- 
tion of  the  Symphon}'.  It  excites  reflection 
together  with  feeling.  In  its  musical  texture  it  is 
animated  by  the  fugue  spii-it,  though  it  seldom  or 
never  becomes  a  strict  Fugue;  but  through  it  all 
you  have  that  sense  of  development,  of  proposi- 
tion and  response,  of  imitation,  echo,  and  analogy, 
of  which  the  Fugue  gives  the  strictest  type.  It 
is  here,  while  listening  to  this  part,  that  you  are 
most  apt  to  ask  yourself:  What  may  this  Sym- 
phony mean  ?  For  if  you  do  not  seize  the  mean- 
ing here,  the  after-movements  will  be  likely  (as 
our  friend  Fry  asserts  of  ever}'  classical  sym- 
phony), to  appear  like  unconnected  compositions, 


having  no  more  to  do  with  one  another  than  the 
different  items  in  a  miscellaneous  concert  pro- 
gramme. The  Allegro  demands  severe  and  un- 
divided attention,  conscious  mental  application,  on 
the  hearer's  part,  like  a  profound  discourse  ;  and 
yet  not  precisely  such  attention,  but  with  more 
abandonment,  shutting  out  all  pther  thoughts  be- 
sides the  music  and  surrendering  youi-self  to  its 
logical  unfolding  of  its  own  propositions,  which  are 
purely  musical. 

People  who  go  to  concerts  to  be  amused,  to 
talk  to  music  as  they  would  dance  to  it,  will  not 
be  much  the  wiser  for  the  Allegro.  They  will 
make  little  out  of  it.  In  Beethoven's  music  this 
movement  frequently  suggests  to  you  the  strife 
and  struggle  of  two  opposite  principles,  through 
difference  and  divergence  sometimes  finally 
rushing  into  each  others'  arms  in  the  full  perfect 
Chord  of  reconciliation,  as  of  a  common  Truth 
underlying  both.  Such  is  somewhat  the  case 
with  the  Allegro  of  his  Sonata  Pathetique,  and 
still  more  of  the  C  minor  Symphony.  A  few 
bars  of  slow  prelude  or  introduction,  or  occasional 
episodes  of  a  wholly  different  movement  in  the 
midst  of  the  Allegro,  do  not  alter  its  general 
character.  This  then  is  the  most  analytic,  differ- 
entiating atid  discursive  portion  of  the  composi- 
tion, and  addresses  itself  more  directly  than  the 
others  to  the  Understanding.  Here  the  inspi- 
ration of  the  whole  work,  which  should  be  one 
throughout,  wears  mainly  the  deliberative  phase,- 
starting  with  propositions,  in  the  discussion  of 
which  it  has  gone  on  more  and  more  eagerly  and 
earnestly,  until  the  mood  of  such  discussion  is 
exhausted. 

The  Allegro  is  generally  followed  by  the  slower 
movement  marked  Adagio,  Larghetto,  Andante, 
&c.  &c.,  and  has  more  of  calm,  still  feeling  and -un- 
questioning religion  in  it.  Here  all  the  spirits 
converge  again  to  Unity.  They  have  forgotten 
all  their  emulous  individualities,  and  are  gathered 
about  the  altar  of  a  unitary  sentiment.  It  is  the 
baptism  of  pure  feehng,  and  the  meddling  intel- 
lect is  silent.  Here  is  no  thesis  for  discussion  ; 
but  prayer  and  incense  go  up  from  the  heart. 
This  is  the  deep  and  central  sanctuary  in  this 
musical  abridgement  of  man's  life,  which  every 
good  Symphony  appears  to  be.  This  is  the  heart, 
as  the  other  was  the  head. 

The  serious  Andante  passes — sometimes  through 
the  frolic  and  fantastic  Scherzo,  or  Minuet  and 
Trio,  (whose  correspondence  is  sufficiently  hintrtl 
above), — sometimes  immediately — into  the  Rondo 
Finale,  which  is  rapid  and  full  of  the  spirit  and 
preparation  for  action,  full  of  resolve  and  fire. 
The  sentiment,  which  has  passed  through  the  cru- 
cible of  the  judgment  in  the  Allegro,  and  sought 
its  divine  repose  at  the  religious  altar  of  feeling 
in  the  Andante,  having  traversed  its.  intellectual 
and  its  affective  phases,  now  puts  on  its  armor 
and  moves  on  with  alacrity  for  action.  It  seems  to 
act  itself  out  with  buoyant  confidence  ;  sometimes 
with  sublime  triumph,  as  in  the  march  concluding 
the  C  minor  symphony.  Tliought  consecrated 
by  feeling,  deepened  to  a  sentiment,  becomes  an 
act.  And  the  general  expression  and  character 
of  this  last  movement  of  a  symphony,  compared 
with  the  others,  is  very  nearly  what  the  latest 
modern  development  in  the  history  of  music,  the 
sensuous,  brilliant  music  of  effect,  is,  compared 
with  the  expressive  and  the  scientific  stjles  which 
were  developed  earlier.  It  is  the  Finale,  the 
highly  wrought  and  brilliant  close,  the  passing  off 
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of  tbe  whole  thing  in  glory,  overwhelming  and 
astonishing  the  hearer. 

In  criticizing  the  first  part  of  the  Symphony, 
we  tell  how  the  composer  treats  his  tlieme ;  in 
criticizing  the  second,  or  slow  movement,  we 
inquire  hoio  deep  and  beautiful  the  sentiment; 
while  of  the  last  part  it  is  more  natural  to  remark 
its  splendor  of  effect.  We  judge  these  three 
movements  respectively,  with  reference  to  design, 
to  spirit,  to  effect.  There  is  most  of  the  wilful 
and  impetuous  in  the  Finale.  Presto,  and  even 
Prestissimo  is  not  too  swift  a  speed  for  it  to  gain 
sometimes  by  its  momentum. 

Of  course  among  the  Symphonies,  Sonatas, 
Quartets,  and  so  forth,  in  vogue,  there  will  be 
found  plenty  of  exceptions  to  the  strict  order  of 
the  prevailing  type  here  indicated.  It  is  quite 
common,  as  we  have  said,  for  the  Allegro,  Alle- 
gretto, or  whatever  the  first  quick  movement  may 
be,  to  be  preceded  by  some  short  slow  introduc- 
tion. It  is  not  unusual  to  find  a  Scherzo  between 
the  Allegro  and  the  Adagio ;  and  in  some  in-, 
stances,  as  in  several  of  Beethoven's  Sonatas,  the 
first  and  principal  movement  is  an  Adagio,  or  an 
Andante  with  variations.  Sometimes  there  are 
as  many  as  five  movements.  _A.nd  more  or  less, 
in  all  composers  whose  works  reflect  the  influence 
of  Beethoven,  the  free,  eccentric  spirit  of  the 
Fantasia  breaks  loose  repeatedly,  but  as  it  were 
episodically,  in  spite  of  the  general  conformity  of 
the  work  to  the  prevailing  type.  These  varia- 
tions do  not  prove  the  form  a  false  and  artificial 
one ;  but  rather  that  it  is  something  real  and 
vital,  and  founded  in  nature,  and  therefore  such 
as  can  well  afford  to  allow  of  any  latitude  not 
fatal  to  the  spirit  of  the  whole. 

These  are  mere  hints.  Fully  to  develope  and 
illustrate  and  apply  all  Ihat  is  contained  in  these 
suggestions  should  require  a  volume  and  much 
patient  study.  It  may  be  that  it  is  a  mere  meta- 
physical speculation  of  our  own.  But  we  cannot 
help  thinking  that  in  those  brief  hints,  which 
some  one  else  may  work  out  more  completely  and 
more  beautifully,  will  be  found  at  least  a  clue,  a 
key  to  the  solution  of  the  question  whether  the 
classic  Symphony,  so-called,  be  merely  a  slavish 
copy  of  a  chance  design,  or  be  a  true  form, 
founded  in  the  very  nature  of  musical  inspiration 
and  the  very  nature  of  the  human  soul. 

Of  the  issue  between  this  kind  of  purely/  musi- 
cal symphonic  unity,  and  the  proposed  extra- 
musical  dramatic  unity,  which  some  of  our 
moderns  seem  to  wish  to  substitute  for  it  in  their 
reformed  Symphony,  we  hope  to  speak  hereafter. 


A  Queer  Professorship. — The  government  of 
Harvard  College  are  said  to  be  completely  non- 
plussed by  a  recent  bequest  of  $1-5,000,  left  by  a 
certain  sentimental  Miss  Caroline  Plummer,  for 
the  endowment  of  a  new  professorship  on  the 
"Philosophy  of  the  Heart."  They  don't  know 
whether  it  is  to  be  an  anatomical,  a  physiological, 
or  a  sentimental  chair  ;  whether  it  is  an  animal  or 
a  poetical  heart  that  is  to  be  philosophized  on  j 
whether  they  are  to  take  Webster's  first  definition, 
"  a  muscular  viscus,  which  is  the  primary  organ  of 
the  blood's  motion,"  &c.,  or  one  of  the  twenty 
others,  such  as  "  the  seat  of  the  affections,"  or 
some  of  its  kindred.  As  the  founder  of  the  chair 
was  a  lady — and  a  single  lady — we  apprehend  that 
it  was  the  sentimental  and  not  the  carnal  heart 
that  she  intended.  She  must  have  suffered,  like 
Mrs.  Skewton,  from  too  much  heart,  and,  wanting 
to  rescue  future  single  ladies  from  similar  sur- 
plusage, determined  to  have  the  subject  reduced  to 
a  philosophical  system,  with  a  learned  professor  to 
expound  it  to  the  young  gentlemen  who  are 
usually  the  chief  instruments  in  producing  dis- 
orders of  the  heart.     We  wish  the    wise  men  of 


Harvard  a  happy  issue  from  the  perplexity  into 
which  Miss  Plummer  has  involved  them.  We 
shall  look  for  their  determination  with  interest,  and 
shall  be  especially  anxious  to  know  who  is  to  have 
the  honor  of  being  the  first  Heart-Professor. 

The  above  is  from  the  Philadelphia  Bulletin. 
Fifteen  thousand  dollars  will  certainly  compel  the 
government  to  construe  the  Heart  into  something 
practicable,  and  establish  a  professorship  of  some 
sort.  We  propose  that  they  should  turn  it  into 
the  long  called  for  professorship  of  Music  :  seeing 
that  this  "  divine  Art "  or  science  is  commonly 
supposed  to  work  so  powerfully  upon  the  feelings 
and  the  passions,  and  that  it  therefore  is  perhaps 
as  good  an  interpreter  of  what  is  called  the  Heart, 
as  anything  which  a  professor  could  profess. 


Musical  Intelligence. , 

Local. 

Hasdel  and  Hatdn  Society.  —  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  this  Society,  held  on  Monday  evening  last, 
the  following  officers  were  chosen  for  the  year:  Presi- 
dent, J.  L.  Fairbanks;  Vice  President,  George  Hews; 
Secretary,  H.  h.  Hazelton;  Treasurer,  M.  S.  Parker; 
Trustees — John  H.  Pray,  John  F.  Payson,  J.  H.  Long, 
L.  B.  Barnes,  John  Dodd,  Irwin  I.  Harwood,  J.  H.  Ward, 
Edward  Faxon,  Geo.  W.  Hunnewell.  We  are  glad  to 
see  this  old  society  so  ably  sustained  in  the  respectability 
and  musical  experience  of  its  new  government.  Mr, 
Meriam,  the  President  of  the  last  two  years,  declined  a 
re-election. 

Promenade  Concerts. — We  understand  the  Bos- 
ton Brigade  Band  are  engaged  to  perform  for  a 
course  of  Promenade  Concerts  in  Dorchester. — 
These  Concerts  were  very  popular  last  season, 
both  in  the  city  and  country,  and  will  undoubtedly 
be  well  patronised  this  season  by  our  suburban 
inhabitants. —  Traveller. 

The  RoxEURY  Beethoven  Society  gave  a  Sa- 
cred Concert  on  Thursday  Evening,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  L.  H.  Southard.  The  perform- 
ances consisted  of  vocal  Solos,  Duets,  Quartets 
and  Choruses,  selected  from  the  works  of  Handel, 
Haydn,  Cherubini,  Mendelssohn  and  Rossini. 

Castle  Garden  Concerts.  —  A  fair  house 
greeted  Mr.  Brongh's  complimental  benefit  last 
night.  Weber's  Model  Overture,  Euryanthe, 
opened  the  entertainment,  followed  by  the  slow 
movement  of  Bristow's  last  Symphony.  This  lat- 
ter work  is  elegantly  written — clear,  harmonious, 
classic-like,  and  was  warmly  received.  The  other 
pieces  met  with  accustomed  success. — To-night 
is  M.  Jullien's  benefit.  Fry's  new  symphony, 
Childe  Harold,  among  other  things,  will  be  given, 
for  the  first  time,  after  laborious  rehearsals  ;  and 
to-morrow  night,  the  closing  Ball. — N.  Y.  Tribune, 
Thursday. 

A  "  Musical  Congress,"  in  the  style  of  the  great 
London  and  Paris  Festivals,  is  in  agitation  among 
the  Directors  of  the  Crystal  Palace,  in  which  are 
to  be  engaged  nothing  less  than  Jullien's  band, 
the  Germania  Society,  Dodv/orth's  band,  the  Phil- 
harmonic Society,  and  the  Choral  Societies  of  all 
our  great  cities.  The  project  is  perfectly  gigantic, 
and  if  possible  to  accomplish,  will  throw  in  the 
shade  all  European  festivals  of  the  kind, — Ibid. 

Vocal  Music  of  England, — Dr.  Gordon  Hake, 
a  scientific  English  gentleman,  who  recently  lec- 
tured in  this  city  upon  "Sleep  "and  "Dreams," 
has  been  giving  a  couple  of  lectures  in  New  York, 
in  Dodworth's  rooms,  upon  the  ballad  music  of 
England,  illustrated  with  songs  by  Mrs,  W,  F. 
Neill,  and  accompanied  by  the  pianist,  Mr.  Timm. 

The  Italian  Opera  troupe,  under  the  direction  of 
Sig.  Arditi,  have  been  performing  Don  Giovanni, 
as  well  as  other  operas,  in  St.  Louis.  Mme. 
Devries  was  Donna  Anna ;  Mme.  Siedenberg, 
Elvira  ;  Mme.  Pico  Vietti,   Zerlina  ;    Sig.  Vietti, 


Ottavio  ;  and  Leporello,   we   are   told,  was  by  a 
new  hand. 

The  Germanians  were  there  also  in  the  middle 
of  the  last  month,  together  with  Miss  Lehmann, 
and  they  are  this  week  in  Detroit, 

New  Orleans, — The  French  Opera  troupe  per- 
formed Weber's  Freyschutz  on  the  16th,  at  the 
Orleans  Theatre  ;  and  Zampa  on  the  19th,  for  the 
benefit  of  Madame  Berton, 

Paul  Jullien  gave  his  last  concert  in  Phila- 
delphia, ,in  the  Musical  Fund  Hall,  on  the  19th 
May,  assisted  by  Mr,  Victor  Chaume,  Mr.  Philip 
Mayer,  &c.  Paul  treated  his  auditors  also  to  a 
grand  Tombola,  with  chances  of  drawing  copies  of 
a  lithographic  likeness  of  himself.  Paul !  Paul! 

We  read  of  the  other  little  violinist,  Camilla 
Urso,  giving  concerts  in  Macon,  Ga. 

A.  WERNER  &  L,  J,  HOEFFNER, 

DEALERS    IN 

Wo.  265  "WASHINGTOISr  STREET, 

(corner   of  WINTER  STREET.) 

PIANO-FORTES,  Seraphines,  Melodeons,  Guitars,  Violins, 
Tenors,  Violoncellos,  Basses,  Clarinets,  Flutes,  Piccolos, 
Fifes,  Accordeons,  Strings,  Bows,  etc. 

"We  shall  keep  on  hand  a  great  variety  of  the  above  named 
instruments,  and  shall  endeavor  to  give  satisfaction  to  all 
purchasers,  whether  they  desire  the  best  and  highest  priced, 
or  the  cheapest  instruments.  Orders  by  letter  will  be  carefully 
attended  to. 

PIANOS  TO  LET,  TUNED  AND  REPAIRED. 

Mr.  Werner  will  also  continue  to  give  instruction  on  the 

Piano,  Organ,  Flute,  Violin  and  Guitar.     Mr.  Werner  can  be 

seen  at  the  Sales-room,  or  in  the  evening  at  his  residence.  No. 

976  Washington  St.  May  27.    3ni 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACBLEK,  OF  THE  PliViSO  ANB  ORGAIX. 

H^TERMS   MODERATE. 

Kesidence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference,  Geo,  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

Signor  ATJGUSTO  BENDELARI, 

(from      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINOING. 

Residence,  'Wiutlirop  House,  Boston. 

May  13  tf 

Oertnaiiia.  Serenade  Baud. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E  TELTOW,  Agent. 
iiUtf  SO  Fayette  Street- 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 
TEACHER     OP     MUSIC, 


aes  "Wasliington  Street,  Boston. 
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A  SOPRANO  WANTED, 

FOR  a  church  in  Savannah,  Qa.  A  good  aoprano  singer, 
and  one  who  is  a  good  musician  and  teacher,  would  receive 
a  fair  salary,  and  find  scholars.  For  further  particulars  en- 
quire at  this  office.  March  11  3m. 


CHICKEIlIlSrG   &    SONS, 

MANUFAOTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


WAREROOMS, 

TREMONT    STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


^ 
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GREAT  BOOK  IN  PRESS. 

MOORE'S  ENCYCLOPAEDIA  OF  MUSIC: 

COMPILED  BY  JOHN  W.  MOORE, 
"With  the  assistance  of  other  distinguished  men  in  the  muBical 
world.  The  intention  of  the  author  is  to  make  a  most  com- 
plete and  thorough  work  of  the  above,  which  will  be  a  desid- 
eratum in  the  world  of  music.  It  will  be  published  in  one 
elegant  Koyal  OctaTO  volume  of  about  900  pages,  double  col- 
umns, and  will  contain  a  complete 

Dictionary  of  Musical  Terms, 

A  HISTOBX  OF  THE  SCIENCE  OF  MUSIC, 

from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  on  Harmony  and  Thorough  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  Musical  Instruments,  with  the 
names  of  the  most  distinguished  makers,  and  a  complete  Musi- 
cal Biography  of  over  three  thousand  of  the  most  distinguished 
Composers  and  Musicians  who  have  ever  lived.  Mr.  Moore  has 
spent  several  years  in  compiling  this  valuable  work.  It  is  now 
going  through  the  press  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S. — The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluable 
to  every  professional  musician,  and  to  every  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring ;  we  hope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  has 
been  delayed  on  account  of  the  immense  labor  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  the  difficulty  of  stereotyping  a  work  so  full  of  examples. 
The  delay,  however,  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  be $4  00. 

The  price,  bound  in  half  calf,  will  be 4  50. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  &  Co., 
Publishers,  17  and  19  Cornbill,  Boston  ; 
JEWETT,  PROCTOR  &  WORTHINGTON, 
Cleveland. 
Will  be  for  sale  by  all  the  book  and  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  Feb.  11. 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE  ENTIRE  AND  INIMITABLE  ALLEGOBX   OP 

THE    PILGRIM^S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  OE-WETT,  Publisher. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  adthorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

PlA.N0-¥01VTr.  lXSTR\]CT10?i. 

G.  A.  SCHMITT^  {From  Germany,) 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-PORTE, 

IS  now  prepared  to  give  lessons  at  the  residence  of  pupils  or 
at  his  own  residence,  No.  7  Haymarket  Place. 
Mr.  S.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music  stores  of  Oliver  Ditson 
or  Nathan  Richardson. 

Refers  to  the  following  gentlemen :  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq., 
Hallett,  Davis  &  Co.,  Oliver  Ditson,  Nathan  Richardson. 
Oct.  8. 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

IMPOKTER  AND   DEALER  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

No.  13  Tremont  Row,  Boston. 

*«*    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

16  tf 

GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  GO'S 
PIANO-FORTE   WAREROOMS: 

Cliain'bei's,  No.  3  "Winter  Street,  Boston.* 

A  T  this  Establishment  may  he  found  an  elegant  and  exten- 
xX.  sive  assortment  of 

PIANO-FORTES, 

at  all  prices,  warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  the  essential  properties  of  Tone,  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
Style,  and  Finish.    None  others  will  be  kept. 
Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AKD  GXJITAES. 

Mr.  Webb's  long  experience  in  the  profession  of  Music,  ena- 
hles  us  to  assure  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  may 
find  it  inconvenient  to  visit  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desired,)  as  by  personal 
examination;  and  those  who  may  favor  ua  with  their  orders, 
can  implicitly  rely  upon  the  exercise  of  Mr.  Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  favor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  he  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit. 

IT*  SOLD  AT  MANUFACTURERS'  PRICES. 

Agents  foe 

Lighte,  Newton  &  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &t,  Co.'s  do.      Boston. 

Goodman  &/  Baldwin's  Helodeons. 
K         Feb  19    6m 


NO^V    READY, 

THE  MOST  COMPLETE 

PIANO-FORTE    INSTRUCTION     BOOK 

OF    THE   AGE. 

A.  E.  MtrL.I.EB'S  METHOD 

FOR  THB 

I»  X  .A.  3?"a"  O  -  IF' O II T  E!  s 

REVISED    BY 

JULIUS    KNOBE, 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  QEEUAN  BT 

G.    A.    SCHMITT. 

A.  E.  MULLER  waa  the  most  distinguished  Piano-forte 
Teacher  of  his  time,  and  his  works  are  held  in  high  esteem  by 
all  European  professors  of  music. 

JULIUS  KNORR  is  unexcelled  as  an  instructor,  and  is  par- 
ticularly known  for  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  mechanical 
properties  of  piano-playing,  and  the  exceeding  aptitude  he 
possesses  for  imparting  to  pupils  a  full  understanding  of  the 
peculiar  requisites  for  finished  execution,  without  which  no 
one  can  attain  any  proficiency  in  the  art, 

MULLER  left  a  monument  to  his  own  memory  in  a  well  pre- 
pared Method  of  Piano  Instruction,  which  has  been  so  revised 
and  adapted  to  the  modern  style  as  to  make  it  a  work  of  un- 
surpassed merit.  Retaining  all  the  fundamental  points  of  the 
original,  Knorr  has  constructed  a  fabric  of  his  own,  of  the 
most  authentic  and  thorough  nature.  His  tact  in  so  arranging 
material  for  scholarj  aa  to  make  it  of  the  greatest  possible 
advantage,  and  at  just  the  time  when  required,  is  well  dis- 
played in  this  work. 

The  joint  production  of  two  such  eminently  practical  teach- 
ers cannot  be  other  than  an 

ELABORATE,  THOROUGH  AND  UNIQUE 

EMBRACINa 

EVERY   REQUISITE 
For  eaeli  grade  of  Tuition  and  Practice. 

This  work  contains 

To  be  found  in 
KNORR'S     PREVIOUS     WORKS, 

Together  with  many 

glliljitional,    "Fttluablc,    Intsis^znssiU    ^Ltssuxis, 

Which  the  author  has  found  of  the 

UTMOST  IMPORTANCE  IN  HIS  EXPERIENCE  AS 
A  TEACHER. 

This  translation  has  been  made  by  a  German  teacher,  who 
brought  to  the  task  the  results  of  a  long  experience  in  Piano- 
forte teaching,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe. 

The  German  Text  will  be  found  valuable  to  many  Teachers 
and  Scholars. 

The  work  is  comprised  in  170  large  quarto  pages. 

Price $3,00. 

PubHshed  by  OLIVER  DITSON,  Boston: 

Berry  &  Gordon,   New  York :    J.  E.  Godld,  Philadelphia : 
D.  A.  Teuax,  Cincinnati :  and  by  Music  Dealers  generally. 
tC/^Copies  can  be  sent  by  mail. 

J€)B   FMS«W^. 

In  all  its  various  branches, 

NEATLY    ANT)   PBOMPTLY   EXECtTTED, 

BY    EDVi^ARD    L.    BALCH, 

ffifii«  Soutttal  Df  Jitusu,  No.  21  Stfiool  St. 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  him  by  the  Mass. 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  workmanship, 
may  be  seen  at  his  ol&ce. 

KT"  MUSIC   prepared  for   Stereotyping. 

F.  F.  MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 
Church ;  ORGANIST  of  the  Ilandcl  and  Haydn  Society  ; 
ORGANIST  of  the  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c.  &o. 
Residence,  Ko.  3  IVinter  Place,  Boston. 

iiTtf 


JUST  PTJBIilSHED, 

CHORDS  PARTS  to  Mendelssohn's  Oratorio  of  ELIJAH. 
CHORUS  PARTS  to  Handel's  Oratorio  of  the  MESSIAH. 
CLASSICAL  CHORUS  BOOK,  by  Bakee  &  SoniHiEli. 
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[Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Review  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY   A.    OULIBICHEFF. 
(Continued  from  p.  67)  * 

Had  the  composers,  from  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury, laid  themselves  out  in  Melody,  the  art  would 
have  become  stationary  from  the  moment  of  its 
birth,  as  it  was  with  the  ancients,  and  as  it  is  yet 
with  every  people  which  Europe  has  not  drawn 
into  the  circle  of  its  civilization.  Melody  exercises 
such  a  powerful  attraction,  that,  once  admitted 


into  composition,  the  best  heads  among  the  musi- 
cians would  have  occupied  themselves  with  it 
exclusively.  But  what  could  they  have  done  for 
it  ?  I  ought,  however,  first  to  ask,  from  whence 
could  they  receive  it  ?  Were  they  to  borrow  it 
from  the  people,  as  was  done  two  centuries  later, 
when  such  a  loan  could  take  place  without  danger 
and  even  to  the  benefit  of  the  art,  already  rich 
out  of  its  own  materials  ?  But  that  would  have 
been  the  ruin  of  music,  at  the  time  of  the  oldest 
contrapuntists,  since  they  never  once  possessed 
the  means  of  accompanying  the  simplest  tune. 
To  a  drinking  song  they  would  have  set  some 
sort  of  a  Greek  bass,  which  the  true  musical  sense 
of  the  hearers  would  have  declared  wrong,  and 
then  they  would  have  sung  and  played  it  without 
any  accompaniment ;  Art  would  have  risen  or 
have  retrograded,  if  j'ou  will,  to  the  stand-point 
of  the  people ;  from  that  point  no  farther  progress 
would  have  been  possible  ;  the  doors  would  have 
remained  forever  walled  up.  Dilettantism,  which, 
like  Melody,  was  in  the  state  of  nature,  and  which 
at  that  time  only  grouped  itself  around  the  min- 
strels, troubadours,  and  olher  musicians  who  were 
no  artists,  would  have  exerted  an  imperious  in- 
fluence upon  the  works  of  the  composers ;  purse 
in  hand,  it  would  have  demanded  of  them  Melody, 
and  only  Melody,  no  matter  whether  good  or  bad  ; 
that  which  one  has  is  always  excellent,  so  long  as 
he  knows  no  other.  AVhat  musician,  who  was 
an  artist,  could  have  resisted  the  demand  of  the 
public  ?  Who  would  have  puzzled  bis  head  to 
achieve  a  piece  of  canonical  counterpoint,  which 
nobody  wanted,  so  long  as  gold,  fame,  and  the 
satisfaction  of  writing  things  pleasant  to  the  ear, 
were  to  be  earned  with  so  much  smaller  outlay  ? 
In  this  case  the  germ  of  learned  music  would 
have  gone  down  in  the  popular  music,  and  the 
xVrt  would  have  sunk,  never  to  rise  again. 

Thanks  to  the  holy  Cecilia,  our  blessed  patron 
saint,  that  she  in  her  high  providence  inspired 
the  old  doctors  with  that  hatred  for  all  that  was 
not  natural,  whereby  they  steered  clear  of  a  rock, 
upon  which  all  preceding  systems  of  music  had 
gone  to  wreck  !  For  thousands  of  years  had  men 
wandered  on  the  path  of  instinctive  melodies, 
which  were  so  attractive,  so  flowery,  and  3'et 
always  so  unfruitful.  With  it  have  all  the  races 
of  anticjuity  begun  and  ended.  They  cherished 
it  from  their  savage  state,  to  the  ages  of  their 
splendor  and  even  to  the  latest  periods  of  their 
political  existence.  And  what  succeeded  ?  No- 
thing that  added  any  originality  to  the  art  of  com- 


position. Turn  your  eyes  to  Asia,  and  you  there 
find  nothing  but  a  continuation  of  the  same  nega- 
tive effects,  proceeding  from  the  same  causes. 

If  a  Rameau  had  only  come  along  in  the  times 
of  a  Dufay  and  a  Binchois,  who  could  have  ex- 
plained to  them  Thorough  Bass  and  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Chord  by  Thirds  placed  one  above 
the  other  ;  if  other  theorists  had  taught  them  the 
true  scales  and  the  Diatonic  harmony  (the  whole 
system  of  Thirds,  Fourths  and  Fifths,  in  which 
the  steps  of  the  scale,  Blajor  and  Minor,  are  con- 
tained), then  they  would  have  only  needed  to  set 
themselves  to  work ;  the  composers  would  have 
transformed  themselves  Into  musicians  at  once, 
and  in  ten  years  the  art  would  have  made  more 
progress,  than  in  four  centuries  before.  Let  us 
confess,  that  all  we  know  is  exceedingly  like  the 
egg  of  Columbus;  although  there  is  this  distinction 
between  Columbus  and  Bame'au,  that,  when  the 
latter  came,  the  egg  was  already  standing  on  its 
point.  Ho  would  have  taken  good  care  not  to 
to  come  before.  If  speculation  ever  could  supply 
the  place  of  the  labor  of  centuries,  there  would 
be  nothing  left  for  time  to  do.  It  was  by  routine 
and  blind  groping,  then,  that  the  musicians  had  to 
complete  the  theory  of  the  Chord  and  the  involved 
relations  ;  and  nothing,  I  opine,  could  lead  them 
thither  with  more  certainty,  than  the  fundamental 
rules  of  the  fugued  system ;  nay  ftirther,  that 
alone  could  lead  them  there. 

The  rule  of  the  Canon  imposed  on  the  musician 
a  constrained  progression,  which  was  predeter- 
mined by  the  proportional  distances,  the  steps 
and  the  special  kind  of  imitation.  The  whole 
difficulty,  which  sometimes  indeed  was  great,  con- 
sisted in  reconciling  the  problem  with  the  little 
that  was  known  of  Harmony  or  pure  Composition. 
To  flatter  the  ear  could  not  be  the  main  business 
of  the  canonists,  as  we  have  said  before ;  more- 
over they  feared  to  offend  the  ear  by  the  too  fre- 
quent use  of  dissonances,  and  their  scruples  in 
this  direction  were  carried  to  the  greatest  excess. 
Obeying  thus  a  principle,  which  in  itself  had 
nothing  in  common  with  the  rules  of  pure  com- 
position, they  could  not  in  the  beginning  always 
foresee  to  what  results  the  Canon  would  lead 
them,  and  so  they  stumbled  as  soon  as  they  met 
any  other  combination  of  notes  than  the  perfect 
Major  or  Minor  Chord.  Among  those  unforeseen 
or  accidental  combinations,  there  were  some  which 
they  thought  tolerable  in  their  dissonant  steps  as 
transition  tones.  Others  on  the  contrary  struck 
so  hard  upon  the  ear,  that  they  were  scarcely  ,. 
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willing  to  let  them  pass  under  that  title.  The 
more  the  style  of  the  Canon  became  refined,  the 
more  discoveries  they  made  in  the  category  of 
tolerated  chords ;  but  so  much  the  more  too  the 
painful  discords  multiplied,  and  it  needed  only 
this  to  wound  in  imagination  ears  which  were 
afraid  of  everything  that  did  not  bear  the  name 
of  consonances  in  the  books.  There  was  a  multi- 
tude of  cases,  in  which  the  rules  of  the  Canon, 
nay,  those  of  Harmony,  said  No.  That  furnished 
matter  enough  for  dispute.  AVhich  side  was  one 
to  take  between  two  powers,  both  of  which  had 
exacted  the  oath  of  fidelity  on  the  part  of  the 
musicians?  To  sacrifice  Harmony  and  split  one's 
•  ears,  for  that  they  were  no  longer  barbarous 
enough;  to  limit  the  laws  of  the  Canon,  to  dis- 
turb the  symmetry  that  lay  before  their  eyes, 
the  mathematical  exactness — they  were  too  simple 
yet  to  think  of  that.  But  if  they  failed  to  bring 
these  two  points  into  harmony,  there  vanished  all 
the  merit  of  having  conquered  a  difficulty,  and 
the  labor  lost  all  value  in  the  eyes  of  the  judges. 

Necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention.  They 
sought  for  outlets,  and  gradually,  in  the  course  of 
long  ages,  they  found  out  Preparations,  Resolu- 
tions, Sycopes  or  Tied  notes,  Anticipations,  Re- 
tardations, the  rules  to  which  Transition  notes, 
Plolds,  (Fermaten,)  &c.  are  subject, — pure  dis- 
coveries of  the  highest  importance,  which  at  first 
passed  for  a  sort  of  compromise  between  the  de- 
mands of  Hai-mony  and  the  wilful,  but  not  the 
less  unlimited,  caprices  of  the  Fugue.  In  these 
expedients  of  lofty  composition  our  ancestors  dis- 
cerned a  remedy,  but  by  no  means  a  nourishment 
for  the  ear, — a  remedy  which  they,  as  wise  phy- 
sicians, used  with  great  moderation  and  caution. 
But  when  the  ear  had  once  tasted  the  forbidden 
fruit  of  dissonances,  it  accustomed  itself  so  well  to 
them  in  time,  that  what  had  been  a  cause  of  pain 
was  transformed  into  a  pleasure,  and  the  technical 
into  an  aesthetic  necessity.  From  that  time  for- 
ward dissonant  intricacies,  introduced  purposely 
and  multiplied  through  the  satisfiiction  that  they 
gave,  became  the  soul  of  the  improved  contra- 
puntal music. 

If  I  have  not  incorrectly  expressed  myself,  the 
reader  must  have  comprehended  that  the  Canon 
is  the  source  of  the  whole  wealth  of  Harmony, 
and  that  never  would  such  discoveries  have  been 
made,  if  men  had  followed  from  the  first  the 
errors  of  the  melodic  style  or  of  free  inspiration. 

After  the  Canon  had  been  used  for  some  time 
by  the  adepts  in  music  only  to  profane  ends,  and 
as  a  strange  and  entertaining  curiosity,*  it  was 
admitted  also  into  composition  for  the  church. 
There  it  could  unite  itself  with  the  Roman  Choral 
Chant,  which  it  afterwards  thi-ough  a  series  of 
compi-omises,  acceptable  so  far  as  the  form  was 
concerned,  but  destructive  to  the  substance,  ex- 
pelled from  its  unlimited  dominion.  The  Choral 
Song  was  to  keep  on  singing  the  middle  part, 
note  by  note,  as  it  had  always  done,  while  the 
Canon  claimed  for  itself  the  other  voices.  Out 
of  this  tradition  grew  the  oldest  form  of  Church 
works,  so  far  as  counterpoint  was  concerned ;  the 
Canto  fermo  was  still  clearly  distinguishable 
throughout;  but  then  came  the  manifold  alterna- 
tions of  the  Canon,  which,  steadily  multiplying, 
covered  up  and  at  last  utterly  suppressed  the 
voice  of  the  traditional  Chant.  The  effect  was 
to  raise  a  wall  of  separation,  not  existing  for  the 

*  The  oldest  Canon,  cited  by  Burney,  is  composed  to 
-]  K     a  secular  text :  "  Sumer  is  icumeu  in,Lhudesing  Cuccu.'' 
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eyes  alone,  between  the  ear  and  the  church  song ; 
soon  the  musicians  allowed  themselves  to  set 
a  middle  part  of  their  own  invention,  and  still  of- 
tener  popular  melodies  in  its  place.  The  prac- 
tice of  founding  the  entire  music  of  a  Mass  upon 
an  altogether  profane  song  is  almost  as  old  as  the 
origin  of  counterpoint.  Kiesewettcr,  who  has 
reinstated  the  Flemish  or  Belgian  school  in 
the  glorious  rights  of  the  higher  antiquity,  of 
which  other  historical  inquirers  had  deprived  it, 
gives  us  examples  of  the  labors  of  a  Dufay,  an 
Eloy  and  a  Faugues,  the  heads  of  a  school  before 
Ockenheim,  who  were  the  first  to  whom  the  name 
of  composers  could  be  attached  without  undue 
exaggeration.  Dufay,  the  oldest  of  these  three, 
wrote  a  Mass  upon  the  song :  L'homme  arme. 
Josquin,  the  hero  of  the  fifteenth,  and  Palestrina, 
the  hero  of  the  sixteenth  century,  have  written 
their  most  learned,  if  not  their  most  beautiful, 
church  compositions  upon  the  same  song. 

Burney  expresses  himself  very  strongly  about 
this  practice.  Is  there  anything  more  absurd 
and  disgusting  than  to  let  the  Mass  be  sung  to 
street  and  tavern  songs  ?  There  are  remarks, 
about  which  an  intelligent  man  must  be  on  his 
guard,  precisely  because  every  body  makes  them. 
In  the  first  place,  the  learned  doctor  should  have 
considered  that  this  custom,  profane  and  absurd 
as  it  may  appear,  maintained  itself  for  three  cen- 
turies; which  for  an  absurdit)',  that  neither  dis- 
guises nor  excuses  itself,  is  an  extraordinarily  long 
life.  Then  again  Burney  should  have  seen,  and 
indeed  better  than  any  one  else,  that  here  the 
incongruity  resides  in  the  idea  of  the  thing,  and 
not  in  the  thing  itself.  The  popular  melody 
adopted  for  the  Canto  fermo  was  not  used  in  the 
manner  of  a  so-called  principal  melody  to-day, 
and  it  exercised  but  little  influence  on  the  char- 
acter of  the  work,  to  which  it  served  as  a  basis. 
Banished  into,  the  middle  part,  altered,  and  va- 
ried, amplified  or  diminished,  according  to  the 
demands  of  the  Canon,  frequently  interrupted 
by  long  pauses,  pulled  to  pieces  and  freely  imi- 
tated between  the  other  voices,  covered  above 
and  below  with  the  counterpoint,  this  melody 
could  not  be  recognized  as  the  same  they  had 
been  singing  every  day.  There  was  nothing  re- 
pulsive in  it,  therefore,  at  least  for  the  ear. 

This  practice  in  and  for  itself  Would  seem  to 
have  deserved  the  most  earnest  attention  of  his- 
torians. Burney  and  his  contemporaries  should 
have  .inrpiired,  what  technical  necessity  could 
have  upheld  for  three  centuries  long  a  custom  so 
foreign  and  so  contrary  to  the  religious  spirit  of 
that  age;  they  should  have  asked  themselves, 
what  mii-aole  moved  the  scholastic  pedantry  to 
borrow  from  the  musical  practice  of  the  people  a 
thing  which  it  so  much  despised, — a  pedantry, 
we  say,  v.'hich  in  music,  more  than  in  any  other 
art  or  science,  had  piled  up  an  impassable  moun- 
tain of  Greek  and  Latin  words,  that  either  had 
no  meaning,  or  awakened  only  false  ideas  and  for 
the  most  part  had  nothing  in  common  with  music  ; 
a  pedantry,  which  weighed  upon  it  like  an  Alp 
and  threatened  almost  to  crush  it.  Who  can  ex- 
plain to  us  this  monstrous  contradiction  '?  I  flat- 
ter myself  it  is  explained  in  all  that  I  have  al- 
ready said  about  the  music  of  nature  and  the 
original  auxiliary  sources  of  Music. 

The  composers,  who  for  a  long  time  and  neces- 
sarily were  not  in  a  condition  to  invent  anything 
resembling  a  melody,  needed  for  the  erection  of 
their  contrapuntal  staging  a  first  and  immovable 


plan,  which  (or  this  reason  they  called  canto  fermo. 
At  first  they  borrowed  it  from  the  Choral  Song 
of  the  Church;  but  after  the  knowledge  of 
Counterpoint  and  Harmony  had  made  consider- 
able progress,  of  which  the  productions  of  the 
old  Flemish  school  afford  proof,  they  saw  very 
well  that  the  Choral  song  with  its  unnatural 
scales  was  a  cramped  and  troublesome  basis  of 
operations.  But  what  should  they  put  in  its 
place  ?  To  invent  was  hard  ;  to  invent  happily 
still  harder,  if  not  impossible.  In  this  perplexity 
the  musicians,  in  spite  of  themselves  no  doubt, 
were  forced  to  recognize,  that  the  popular  melo- 
dies, being  far-  more  singable,  and  in  respect  tg 
sonority  and  rhythm  far  more  characteristic  than 
anything  that  Art  was  able  to  produce,  were 
much  more  readily  adapted  to  the  different  de- 
velopments of  fugued  counterpoint.  Many  re- 
spectable people  have  become  thieves  by  necessity, 
but  shame-faced  thieves,  dreading  detection  more 
than  punishment.  That  is  the  history  of  the  old 
contrapuntists.  They  gave  the  people  their  own 
songs  disguised,  and  they  understood  how  to  for- 
tify themselves  against  the  complaints  of  the  ear ; 
for  they  sinned  not  with  the  design  of  making 
their  church  compositions  more  melodious,  but, 
I  repeat  it,  solely  in  the  interest  of  counterpoint ; 
and  this  distinguishes  them  from  some  moderns  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  who  took  these  very  songs 
and  fitted  to  them  accompaniments,  out  of  regard 
for  the  melody,  that  is  to  say  for  the  songs. 

Nevertheless  in  this  way  the  melodic  element 
began  to  creep  into  the  works  of  the  contrapunt- 
ists. With  a  singable  middle  part,  the  other 
parts  too,  v/hich  were  formed  more  or  less  upon 
its  pattern,  were  constrained  to  sing  a  little. 
Moreover  towards  a  poor  song,  stripped  of  its 
secular  text,  they  had  not  to  observe  the  same 
scruples  as  towards  the  traditional  choral  song. 
They  took  with  it  all  those  liberties,  of  which  we 
have  already  spoken;  they  took  it  to  pieces  and 
constructed  the  Canon  out  of  its  fragments.  This 
new  mode  of  treating  the  Canto  Fermo,  which 
divested  it  of  its  unavailableness  and  left  it 
nothing  but  its  name,  was  better  suited  to  the 
requirements  of  the  contrapuntal  stjde,  and 
therefore  also  more  favorable  to  melodj',  because 
the  song,  before  confined  to  the  middle  part, 
now  passed  about,  by  means  of  imitation,  from 
one  part  to  another.  An  example  will  make  the 
thing  quite  clear.  We  borrow  it  from  Josquin 
DE  Pres  (Josqulnus,  or  Jodocus  Pratensis),  that 
great  man  with  a  double  historical  fiice,  that 
genius  of  the  transition,  which  closes  the  list  of 
the  note-reekoners  and  opens  that  of  the  true 
composers.  Josquin,  who  had  mistaken  his  time, 
re-appeared,  as  every  one  knows,  two  hundred 
and  odd  j-ears  afterwards  under  the  name  and 
form  of  John-  Sebastian-  Bach.  The  mistake 
in  the  chronology  was  tliereby  balanced ;  man 
showed  what  he  was  able  to  accomplish. 
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This  is  the  Hosanna  of  a  Jlass,  made  out  of 
Faiswis  Eegre's,  a  song,  which  the  bass  and  middle 
part  divide  among  them  in  a  strict  canon,  and 
whose  two  upper  parts  present  a  sort  of  para- 
phrastic, but  in  respect  to  harmony  very  incorrect, 
fugue.  The  cadences  from  the  third  to  the 
fourth,  and  from  the  nintli  to  the  tenth  bar,  must 
have  pained  even  the  eai's  of  those  times. 

There  is  a  celebrated  fact  in  the  history  of 
music,  which  really  seems  to  be  in  contradiction 
with  earlier  transactions.  Josquin,  they  tell  us, 
was  a  genius  of  the  first  rank ;  he  threw  all  his 
predecessors  into  the  shade,  and  his  works  even 
served  for  models  to  the  composers  in  the  second 
half  of  the  sixteenth  century.  But  was  not  this 
the  very  period  of  the  complaints  of  the  Council 
of  Trent  about  the  decline  of  church  music? 
complaints,  the  justice  of  which  the  historians 
have  never  attempted  to  call  in  question,  since 
they  have  made  them"  known  to  us.  They  were 
indeed  but  tpo  well  founded.  In  whom  then  lay 
the  guilt  of  this  degeneracy,  if  not  in  the  disci- 
ples of  the  Flemish  school,  the  disciples  of  that 
very  Josquin,  whom  Burney  calls  the  father  of 
harmony,  although  he  was  nothing  more  than  the 
grandfather,  the  father  of  the  real  father,  whose 
name  was  Palestrixa.  How  then  could  pro- 
gress and  decline  take  place  at  once  ?  Let  any 
one  examine  the  note-text,  which  I  have  just 
placed  before  his  eyes,  and  he  will  answer  much 
more  clearly,  than  the  prose  of  the  historians. 
In  the  first  place  he  will  observe  in  it  an  immense 
progress,  so  far  as  it  concerns  the  art  of  composi- 
tion, which  imder  the  pen  of  the  great  Josquinus 
Pratensis  had  already  passed  over  into  the  state 
of  Music.  Then  too  he  will  see  what  it  was 
that  was  complained  of  by  the  fathers  of  the 
Council  of  Trent,  and  with  them  by  all  good  Cath- 
olics who  went  to  church  to  hear  mass.  They 
complained  not  exactly  of  the  decline  of  an  Art, 
as  yet  too  young  and  too  imperfect  to  have  had 
time  to  become  corrupted ;  but  of  the  fact  that 
the  contrapuntal  style  had  killed  the  old  Chui-ch 
Song,  and  that  it  no  longer  suflered  them  to  hear 
the  words  of  the  ritual,  for  mere  fugues,  imita- 
tions and  other  canonical  games,  in  which  they 
were  swallowed  up  as  in  a  whirlpool.  Such  an 
Art,  great  as  was  its  worth  in  the  eyes  of  judges 
of  the  fine  arts,  was  manifestly  perverted  in  its 


application ;  and  hence  the  un-harmonious  Gre- 
gorian Chant,  which  represents  Church  music  in 
the  state  of  nature,  must  have  appeai'cd  to  deserve 
the  preference  before  the  other. 

The  style  of  composition,  which  called  out  such 
just  complaints,  might  also  have  given  occasion 
for  other  grievances.  Apart  from  the  wrong  done 
by  the  canonists  to  the  words,  the  music  itself 
failed  in  all  its  duties  towards  the  religious  acts  it 
clothed  ;  but  on  that  scoi-e  neither  the  churchmen, 
nor  the  composers,  nor  any  .one  else  could  trouble 
themselves  at  that  time.  The  proper  verdict 
would  have  lain  against  the  character  of  the  mu- 
sic, and  the  music  of  that  time  possessed  no  char- 
acter ;  it  would  have  been  asking  of  the  harmonico- 
mathematical  science  something,  which  only  the 
poetico-musical  art  could  have  aflbrded,  and  this 
art  was  as  yet  unknown.  Expression  did  not  as 
yet  exist,  or  if  it  was  to  be  found  anywliere,  it 
could  only  be  in  execution.  In  the  arrangement 
of  the  notes  you  do  not  see  a  shadow  of  it. 

Vmneaningness, — that  is  the  most  distinguish- 
ing and  general  character  of  this  second  period 
of  music,  which  includes  a  cj'clc  of  about  three  hun- 
dred years,  beginning  with  the  oldest  monuments 
of  written  counterpoint,  and  ending  with  Palestri- 
na,  the  first  of  the  expressive  composers.  It  was  the 
time  of  the  Gallo-Belgian  supremacy,  which  was 
founded  and  maintained  through  several  genera- 
tions of  contrapuntists,  of  whom  Dufay,  Ocken- 
heim,  Josquin  and  Willaert  were  the  masters,  heads 
and  representatives.  A  series  of  uninterrupted 
advances  corresponds  in  fact  with  the  tolerably 
regular  chronological  intervals,  which  separate 
these  four  reigns  of  the  oldest  musical  dynasty, 
which  Europe  has  acknowledged.  AVe  might 
divide  it  therefore  into  different  epochs,  as  the 
historians  did  and  have  to  do ;  but  from  our  point 
of  view,  which  is  not  theirs,  the  dates  and  names 
and  steps  of  progress  indicate  nothing  but  the 
continued  development  of  one  and  the  same 
period.  Whatever  difierence  of  knowledge  may 
have  existed  between  a  Dufay  and  a  Joaquin,  a 
far  more  striking  similarity  unites  them  in  the 
eyes  of  the  moderns.  We  place  them  both  in 
the  same  category  of  musicians,  because  in  fact 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  deserved  this  name. 
With  them  the  musical  sense  resided  somewhere 
else  than  in  the  recognition  of  the  ear  ;  for  they 
sought  it  outside  of  harmony,  melody  and  rhythm. 
They  thought  they  could  combine  notes,  as  we 
combine  numbers;  and  instead  of  that,  they 
arranged  the  notes  like  the  words  of  an  unknown 
tongue,  observing  certain  rules  about  their  number 
and  their  symmetry,  so  as  to  suit  the  eye  ;  a  pro- 
ceedinrr,  which  must  have  seemed  absurd  to  the 
plain  understanding  of  people  at  the  time  when 
it  was  practised,  but  now  no  longer  so,  since  we 
know  how  to  appreciate  even  its  remotest  conse- 
quences. This  manifestly  idle  labor,  whose  first 
uesults  were  so  insignificant,  so  barbarous  and  so 
Gothic,  to  use  the  term  of  the  historians,  was  in 
reality  no  other  than  a  labor  of  learning  or  deci- 
phering, to  which  the  contrapuntists  applied  them- 
selves with  all  zeal,  without  knowing  the  results 
laid  up  -in  the  future.  God  only  knew  them. 
Through  the  necessity  of  using  the  unintelligible 
words  of  the  musical  language  in  every  manner, 
of  transposmg,  inverting,  grouping  and  combin- 
ing them,  they  gradually  won  from  them  the  mys- 
tery of  their  meaning ;  and  after  they  had  once 
penetrated  their  sense,  this  of  itself  gave  the 
melodico-logical  and  the  harmonico-srammatical 


constructions,  which  were  henceforward  requisite 
to  bring  it  out.  From  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
eyes  Music  by  degrees  passed  to  the  too  long 
dormant  jurisdiction  of  the  ear;  from  the  state  of 
a  mere  parasitical  plant  to  the  state  of  poetry.  In 
the  sixteenth  century  music  finally  became  music; 
for  this  memorable  century  pronounced  the  liu- 
man  mind  to  be  of  age  ! 

[To  be  continued.] 


Mendelssohn. 

[From  tlie  German  of  W.  A.  Lajipadius.] 
{Continued  from  p.  GS  ) 

On  the  12th  of  March,  1844,  Mendelssohn  con- 
ducted at  Berlin  the  Israel  in  Er/ypt,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  express  wish  of  the  King  of  Prussia, 
in  whose  dominions  our  artist's  works  kindled  the 
greatest  enthusiasm.  His  music  to  A  Midsummer 
Night's  Dream  was  performed  seven  times  con- 
secutively at  Dantsic  :  and  in  March  and  April 
the  Antigone  was  given  entire.  We  hear  of  St. 
Paul  being  performed  at  Breslau,  and  of  the 
Antigone  at  Athens  in  the  original  tongue,  but 
with  the  modern  music,  a  fact  which  Sophocles 
would  have  found  difficult  to  realize  or  reconcile 
with  the  ancient  strains  at  the  Dionysia.  Julius 
Stern,  a  young  German  composer,  superintended 
rehearsals  of  the  tragedy  with  a  view  to  its  pro- 
duction in  Paris,  where  we  hear  of  its  being  coldly 
received — a  thing  not  very  creditable  to  French 
discernment,  or  the  worshippers  of  Spontini  and 
Aubcr.  It  was  performed  at  the  Covent  Garden 
Theatre  of  London,  in  1845.  In  the  April  of 
1844,  Mendelssohn  was  present  at  Leipsic,  and 
assisted  the  Belgian  violoncello  player,  Servais, 
in  a  public  performance — with  David  and  Servais 
he  gave  a  splendid  reading  of  Beethoven's  Trio 
in  B  flat,  the  gem  of  the  concert. 

But  London  had  now  an  immediate  claim  on 
the  services  of  Felix  :  and  on  the  very  day  of  his 
arrival  in  England  he  practised  with  Moscheles 
the  variations  in  B  flat  for  four  hands.  He  lived, 
at  this  time,  in  the  constant  companionship  of  the 
most  noted  musicians  of  the  day  ;  and  afterwards 
appeared  both  as  conductor  and  performer  before 
the  London  public.  He  led  his  St.  Paul  at  Exeter 
Hall ;  the  music  to  A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream, 
and  his  Symphony  in  A  minor,  at  tlie  Philhar- 
monic, besides  playing  Bach's  Triple  Concerto 
with  Moscheles  and  Thalberg,  repeated  on  another 
occasion  with  Dohler  as  a  substitute  for  Thalberg. 
I  cannot  omit  in  this  cursory  account  of  some  of 
his  appearances  in  public  some  mention  of  a  mon- 
ster concert  in  London,  showing  the  immense 
resources  available  during  a  London  season,  and 
the  capacity  for  enjoying  and  enduring  among 
English  audiences.  Germans  will  be  astonished 
to  hear  that  no  fewer  than  thirty-eight  pieces 
were  set  down  in  the  programme ;  but  the  splendid 
phalan.x  of  artists  was  a  sure  guaranty  of  success. 
Of  the  "  stars,"  I  must  give  the  names  of  Men- 
delssohn, Grisi,  Shaw,  Mario,  Salvi,  Lablache, 
Staudigl,  Madame  Dulcken,  Thalberg,  Sivori, 
Joachim  (a  pupil  of  David),  the  harpist  Parish 
AWars,  and  Benedict,  whose  performance  with 
Mendelssohn  and  Mme.  Dulcken,  of  a  trio,  noc- 
turne et  valse  brillanie  elicited  great  admiration. 
At  the  eighth  Philharmonic  Concert,  in  July,  the 
Walpurgis  Night  was  performed  under  Mendels- 
sohn, and  the  day  afterwards  he  played  before  a 
select  circle  in  Mr.  Klingemann's  house,  the  Va- 
riations Serieuses  (op.  54),  a  duet  on  themes  from 
Weber's  Preciosa  with  Benedict,  and  several 
accompaniments  for  Adelaide  Kemble.  But  it 
was  chiefly  as  a  conductor  that  we  heard  his 
praise  sounded,  and  nothing  could  be  more  flatter- 
ing than  the  accounts  sent  to  us  at  Leipsic,  by  an 
English  correspondent,  of  the  enthusiasm  our 
artist  created  by  the  magic  wand  (Zauherslah), 
whicli  instilled  such  life  and  energy  in  the  sleepy 
spirits  of  the  orchestra.  On  the  10th  of  July,  he 
left  London,  and,  after  visiting  Berlin  and  other 
places  of  less  importance,  determined  to  pass  the 
winter  at  Frankfort,  and  devote  himself  exclu- 
sively to  composition.  His  post  at  the  Gewand- 
haus  was  filled  by  Gade,  a  young  Danish  artist. 
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Of  the  new  productions  -which  had  appeared 
this  year  from  the  pen  of  Mendelssohn,  the  most 
important  were  his  music  to  Racine's  yl//i«^('e,  and 
the  fifth  book  of  tlio  Songs  loithout  Words,  besides 
several  vocal  pieces. 

At  Frankfort  during  this  period,  Mendelssohn 
began  his  great  oratorio,  Elijah,  by  carefully 
arranging  and  connecting  the  words  adapted  to 
that  noble  musical  drama.  The  subject  had  sug- 
gested itself  to  his  mind  years  before  he  actually 
put  pen  to  paper ;  but  he  wisely  drew  out  a  plan 
of  each  part  before  commencing  the  music.  The 
music  to  the  QSdipus  Colonceus,  the  grand  trio  in 
C  minor  (Op.  66),  the  last  volume  of  the  Songs 
withovt  Words,  the  Violin  Concerto,  and  some 
works  of  less  importance,  sprang  into  existence  at 
this  time.  In  Leipsic,  David  and  Gade  acted  as 
joint  directors  of  the  musical  meetings;  and,  if  a 
complaint  was  made  of  the  weakness  in  the  vocal 
department,  none  could  question  the  efficiency  of 
the  violin  ]5layers,  represented  this  season  by 
David,  Joachim,  Ernst,  and  Bazzini.  David  at 
the  last  concert  gave  a  splendid  reading  of  the 
violin  concerto  by  Mendelssohn,  who  had  written 
to  him  on  the  way  he  wislied  it  to  be  treated, 
\ind  introduced  some  fresh  cadences  to  make  his 
friend's  triumph  the  more  complete.  In  the  win- 
ter of  1845,  Mendelssohn  and  Moscheles  consented 
to  assist  jointly  at  the  Conservatory.  Miss  Dolby 
from  England  had  been  engaged  as  a  solo  singer, 
and  Jenny  Lind  was  to  appear  at  stated  concerts, 
while  David  and  Joachim  were  the  chief  instru- 
mental performers.  On  the  fourth  of  December, 
the  Queen  of  Song,  then  in  the  zenith  of  her 
power  and  attractions,  came  before  the  Leipsic 
audience.  She  began  with  Casta  Dim,  from 
and  assisted  Miss  Dolby  in  the  duet  from  Romeo, 
besides  giving  the  air  from  Don  Juan,  Icli  grausam, 
0  mein  Geliebter,  and  the  two  songs  of  Mendels- 
sohn, Auf  Fliigeln  des  Gesanges,  and  Leise  zieht 
durch  mein  Gemutli.  She  sang,  at  a  second  con- 
cert, a  scene  and  aria  from  Figaro ;  the  Oh  die 
Wolke,  from  Der  Freischutz;  the  Finale  from 
Euryanthe,  and  a  Swedish  melody.  Felix  played 
,his  concerto  in  G  minor,  and  No.  6  from  the  fifth 
volume  of  the  Lieder.  He  listened  to  Jenny's 
warblings  with  great  eagerness,  sharing  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  public,  and  giving  vent  to  his  feelings 
at  last  in  the  exclamation,  Ja,  es  ist  eine  selir  brave 
Person.  We  remember  his  reading  one  of  the 
countless  panegyrics  on  the  gifted  vocalist,  and 
remarking,  gar  nicM  zii  viel  gesagt.  (Eeally 
that  is  not  saying  any  too  much.)  On  the  1 2t"h 
of  April,  1846,  Mendelssohn  appeared  in  public 
for  the  last  time  as  a  piano-forte  player,  assistinrr 
David  in  one  of  the  G  major  sonatas  for  piano 
and  violin  of  Beethoven,  and  giving  the  C  minor 
symphony  and  a  Lied  of  his  own. 

Mendelssohn's  almost  undivided  labor  was  now 
given  to  the  completion  of  Elijah,  which  he  in- 
tended to  bring  before  the  public  in  the  August 
of  184G.  In  the  early  part  of  June  of  that  year, 
he  sent  the  voice  parts  to  England,  and  a  ge'ntlo- 
man  of  the  name  of  Bartholomew;  known  "as  the 
skilful  transposer  and  adapter  of  the  libretto, 
arranged  the  English  words,  taken  chiefly  from 
the  loth,  17th,  and  18th  chapters  of  the  first  book 
of  Kings.  The  oratorio  begins  with  Elijah's 
prophecy  of  the  firmine,  followed  by  the  cries  of 
the  sufferers;  then  the  departure  of  the  prophet, 
the  raising  to  life  of  the  widow's  son,  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  priests  of  Baal,  the  opening  of  Heaven, 
the  gathering  of  waters,  and  the  wondrous  hymn 
of  gratitude  and  praise  with  which  the  first  part 
concludes.  The  second  part  contains  the  perse- 
cution and  flight  of  Elijah  to  the  wilderness  ;  his 
glorious  translation  to  Heaven ;  and  the  prophecy 
of  the  Messiah.  Of  the  importance  and  power 
of  the  music  in  this  work  I  will  speak  a  few  words 
hereafter.  It  is  surprising  to  read  of  the  vifor 
and  energy  which  seem  to  have  carried  Mendels- 
sohn through  so  much  exertion  this  jear.  He 
undertook  the  direction  of  no  less  than  three 
musical  festivals  which  followed  closely  after  each 
other.  The  first,  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  was  attended 
by  Jenny  Lind  and  Julius  Rietz  ;  the  second  was  at 
Liege,  where  Mendelssohn  brought  out  his  Lauda 
Zion ;  and  the  third,  at  Cologne.  At  the  latter 
place,  Schiller's  Ode,  "  The  Artists,"  adapted  by 
Mendelssohn,  was  given  by  more  than  3,000  men's 


voices  with  thrilling  effect.  He  conducted,  be- 
sides this  piece,  his  "  Bacchus  "  chorus  from  Anti- 
gone, a  Te  Deum,  by  Bernhard  Klein,  and  the 
chorus  with  solo,  from  the  Zauherflote,  0  Isis  und 
Osiris.  After  the  festival  he  returned  to  Leipsic  ;  I 
saw  him  myself  and  talked  with  him  about  the 
late  musical  meeting.  The  chorus  of  Mozart's 
had  given  him  the  greatest  pleasure,  though  he 
praised  the  execution  generally,  and  appeared 
satisfied  with  the  whole  performance.  About  the 
middle  of  August,  he  travelled  to  England,  under 
an  engagement  to  conduct  his  new  oratorio  at  the 
Birmingham  Festival.  The  programme  was  made 
up  of  the  great  works  of  Handel,  Haydn,  Beet- 
hoven, and  Cherubini ;  but  all  were  on  the  qui 
rice  and  tip-toe  of  expectation,  from  the  announce- 
ment of  the  new  oratorio.  Elijah  was  performed 
for  the  first  time  in  any  country  on  the  26th  of 
August,  1846,  at  the  large  Town  Hall  of  Bir- 
mingham. The  Directors  had  agreed  that  it 
should  be  given  after  Haydn's  Creation,  which  was 
performed  on  the  Tuesday — Handel's  Messiah 
and  Beethoven's  "  Mass  in  1)  "  following  on  the 
Thursday  and  Friday  after  the  Elijah. 

"How  can  one  fidequately  describe"  (writes  a  jour- 
nalist) "the  performances  in  the  Town  Hall?  It  is 
almost  impossible  in  such  excitement  to  form  a  dispas- 
sionate judgment,  or  express  one's  feelings  with  delibera- 
tion. It  was  a  great  day  for  the  Festival,  a  great  day  for 
the  artists  engaged,  a  great  day  for  iMendelssohn,  and  a 
new  era  for  Art.  There  were  several  encores,  and  calls 
for  repetition,  and,  at  the  conclusion,  orchestra  and  audi- 
ence applauded  the  writer  to  the  echo.  This  was  done 
in  direct  violation  of  the  printed  orders  of  the  Commit- 
tee ;  but,  when  the  heart  is  full,  the  mouth  must  snealc. 
The  whole  scene  was,  in  truth,  a  very  impressive  one, 
though  the  unrestrained  enthusiasm  on  any  ordinary 
occasion  would  have  been  a  too  turbulent  demonstration 
on  the  part  of  the  public." 

Such  very  briefly  was  the  reception  accorded 
by  Englishmen  to  this  great  sacred  work.  It 
remains  to  be  seen  if  Germany  approves  of  such 
unequivocal  marks  of  favor.  I  will  not  follow  the 
practice  of  many  journalists  and  critics  of  the 
present  day,  who  pronounce  an  opinion  without 
having  sufficiently  studied  the  oratorio  to  be  ena- 
bled to  form  a  fair  judgment.  On  a  slight  perusal 
of  the  work,  I  am  at  once  bound  to  disagree  with 
those  who  fancy  they  discover  a  diminution  of 
productive  and  original  power  in  Elijah.  They 
have  not  yet  heard  the  oratorio  in  its  integrity, 
and,  this  being  so  they  are  incompetent  critics. 
Let  them  suspend  their  judgment  till  they  have 
heard  the  entire  work  at  Leipsic — it  is  to  be  given 
on  the  anniversary  of  Mendelssohn's  birthday. 
The  choruses  I  have  heard  are  more  replete  with 
energy  and  power  than  those  of  Mendelssohn's 
earlier  days,  while  others  bear  stamp  of  that 
exquisite  delicacy  and  refinement  so  peculiar  to 
this  writer.  Witness,  "  Blessed  are  the  Men  that 
fear  Him,"  "  He  watching  over  Israel,"  as  speci- 
mens of  the  latter  class,  and,  for  vigor  and  majesty, 
the  "  Thanks  be  to  God,"  "  Be  not  afraid,"  etc. 

I  cannot  omit  here  an  anecdote  in  connection 
with  this  memorable  Birmingham  Festival,  for  it 
serves  to  illustrate  the  readiness  and  presence  of 
mind  which  INIendelssohn  possessed  amid  all  the 
anxiety  and  difficulties  of  professional  duty.  On 
the  last  day  of  the  Festival,  Handel's  Coronation 
Anthem  was  announced  for  performance.  To  the 
great  annoyance  of  the  Directors,  it  was  found 
that  the  short  recitative  preceding  the  chorus  was 
missing — the  audience  had  the  words  before  them, 
but  the  notes  for  the  voice  were  not  forthcoming 
in  the  orchestra.  Mendelssohn  heard  of  the 
dilemma.  "  AVait,"  he  said,  "  I  will  help  you  ;" 
and,  suiting  the  action  to  the  word,  sat  down  im- 
mediately, and,  in  the  short  space  of  half  an  hour, 
completed  a  recitative  with  accompaniments.  It 
was  copied  off  while  the  notes  were  actually  wet, 
the  parts  distributed,  and  the  whole  thing  given  a 
prima  vista.  There  was  no  flaw  in  the  perform- 
ance or  the  composition — a  moment  of  inspiration 
seems  to  have  seized  both  composer  and  singers. 
[To  he  contiuuetl.] 


Mme.  Sontag. — We  have  happened,  by  the 
merest  chance,  to  possess  a  playbill  of  the  8th  of 
July,  1819,  on  which  day  Katchen  von  Heilbronn 
was  given  for  the  benefit  of  Mme.  Renner.  At 
the  very  end  of  the  cast  comes  the  lines — Ein 


Kohler  (a  charcoal  burner),  Herr  Haas,  Suin  Bube 
(his  boy),  Dlle.  Henriette  Sontag.  Who  ever 
thought,  the  night  this  bill  was  published,  that 
"  Dlle.  Sontag,  the  charcoal  burner's  boy,"  would 
one  day  fill  both  hemispheres  with  her  fame  as 
the  Countess  Sontag  Rossi  ? 

tNeue  Berliner  Musik  Zeilung. 
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Italy. 

RojiE. — The  Ir.edited  Works  of  the  celebrated  Maestro 
Kaimosdi,  late  director  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Music 
at  Palermo,  and  maestro  of  the  Capelja  Giulia,  St. 
Peter's,  Rome,  are  advertised  as  for  sale.  The  list  in- 
cludes; 1.  Three  "  Oratorii,"  performed  with  great  suc- 
cess at  Rome:  2.  The  first  Sixty  Psalms  of  David,  alia 
Paleslrina;  S.  Two  Operas,  "  Adelasia,"  and  "  I  Quattro 
Eustici." 

The  new  opera-bvffa,  by  Lauro  Rossi,  at  the  Teatro 
Valle,  has  been  successful;  it  is  entitled  I  Monelarifalsi, 
and  was  plaj'ed  by  Amalia  Zecchini,  Marietta  lilollo, 
Enrico  Testa  and  Ettore  Jlitterpoc.  Norma  has  also 
been  given  several  times. 

Naples.  —  The  theatres  closed  for  the  feast  of  St. 
Gennaro,  with  II  Fiw-ioso  (Donizetti)  at  the  Fondo,  and 
Jl  Trovatore  (Verdi)  at  the  Teatro  Nuovo.  At  the  first 
of  these  theatres,  rumor  speaks  of  a  new  opera  in  re- 
hearsal, entitled  Elnna,  by  Gioia;  as  also  of  an  opera 
seria  by  Miceli. — It  is  expected  that  Pacini  will  go  to 
Paris  to  superintend  the  rehearsals  of  his  opera  GliAraii 
mile  Gallic,  to  be  produced  next  autumn  at  the  Italian 
Opera. — Among  the  composers  engaged  to  write  for  the 
Teatro  Nuovo  are  Mercadante,  Ricci,  Fioravanti,  Gian- 
netti,  Valenza,  and  some  half  dozen  others,  who  are  to 
write  if  the  first  named  give  them  a  chance,  or  their 
works,  which  is  likely  enough,  are  damned  by  the  pub- 
lic. The  soprani  are  numerous,  if  not  select;  among 
them  we  may  mention  the  names  of  Cappelli,  Scheggi, 
Tilli,  and  Ciiameroy;  tenors,  Villani  and  Colli;  bassi 
iuffi,  Fioravanti  and  Pasquale  Savoja  (coll  'obligo  della 
m'asckera,  that  is  t^  sa}^,  he  may  be  obliged  to  wear  a 
mask  in  certain  grotesque  characters);  bassi  serii,  Eug 
nole,  Squarcia,  Castelli,  and  Brondi;  director  of  music, 
JIollo.  The  orchestra  is  composed  of  thirty  musicians, 
no  great  number  for  a  theatre  considerably  larger  than 
Covent  Garden. 

Milan. — The  spring  season  commenced  on  the  Ifth  of 
April.  In  this  city  there  are  three  theatres  open  with 
operas — the  Carcano,  the  Eadegonda,  and  the  Re.  The 
first  was  inaugurated  with  Bellini's  Puritant.  La  Fausta 
of  Donizetti  was  the  second  opera  produced,  and  made 
a  complete  fiasco,  on  account  of  the  incapacity  of  the 
artists.  The  third  opera,  La  Sonnambula,  with  other 
artists,  has  been  more  fortunate.  The  jn^ma  donna, 
Signora  Almonti,  has  a  sj'mpathetic  voice,  and  executes 
some  of  the  difficulties  tolerably  well.  With  perseve- 
rance and  study,  she  maj'  rise  in  her  career.  At  the 
Theatre  Re,  affairs  have  gone  better;  the  artists  generally 
having  been  greater  favorites.  The  first  opera  was  Mer- 
cadante's  Giuramenio.  The  prima  donna,  Signora  Vera 
Lorini,  showed  herself  an  artist  of  much  dramatic  intel- 
ligence. Her  singing,  if  not  of  the  best  school,  displayed 
depth  of  passion;  but,  unfortunately,  she  has  a  disposi- 
tion to  force  her  voice  beyond  its  natural  powers,  which 
defect  renders  it  anything  but  agreeable.  The  opera 
Ivffa,  the  Brewer  of  Preston,  of  Luigi  Ricci,  has  been  the 
second  represented  at  this  theatre.  This  opera  was  com- 
posed for  the  Theatre  La  Pergola  at  Florence,  in  the 
Carnival  of  1846 — at  which  place  it  was  judged  rather 
severely.  It  contains  many  pieces  full  of  brio  and  viva- 
city, and  the  instrumentation  is  good,  in  the  Riccian 
style.  The  execution  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  praise- 
worthy: the  veteran  buffo,  Cambiaggio,  was  much  ap- 
plauded ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  some  of  the  characters 
have  been  ill  chosen  by  the  author — it,  therefore,  does 
not  give  the  most  favorable  impression  of  what  it  is  in- 
tended to  represent.  At  the  Radegonda,  several  repre- 
sentations have  been  given  of  the  q;)era  biiffa,  Un'  Arven- 
ttira  di  Scaramuccia,  also  of  Luigi  Ricci,  with  the  biijfo 
anlico,  Signer  Vincenzo  Galli,  as  Protagonist,  composed 
expressly  for  him  manj''  years  ago.  He  was  warmly'  ap- 
plauded in  all  his  pieces.  The  other  artists  were  mca- 
pable  of  doing  anything  like  justice  to  the  graceful  and 
flowing  melodies  with  which  the  opera  abounds.  The 
second  opera  was  the  Gemma  dt  Vergy,  with  new  artists, 
but  with  less  fortune  than  the  first — the  jn-inia  donna 
being  utterly  devoid  of  everything  that  constitutes  an 
artist. 

Genoa. — At  the  Theatre  Carlo  Felice,  the  new  opera 
of  the  maestro  Enrico  Petrella,  entitled  11  Marco  llsconti, 
has  had  a  brilliant  success,  both  the  composer  and  the 
artists  being  called  at  least  twenty  times  before  the  cur- 
tain. 

CuEJtosA. — The  oratorio  of  Saul,  hj'  Buzzi,  was  ap- 
plauded both  for  the  music  and  execution. 

Floeexce. — The  Theatre  Leopoldo  was  opened  with 
the  Linda  of  Donizetti,  and  a  grand  ballet,  La  Vendetta 
di  Medea,  bj'  the  composer  aud  Ballerina  Mochi.     The 
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opera  wns  tolerably,  the  ballet  quite,  successful. — Verdi's 
Sigoletio  is  in  reliearsal  at  the  same  theatre;  the  English 
tenor,  Jlr.  Croft,  is  to  sing  the  principal  part.  A  new 
opera  hvffa  is  also  in  preparation,  the  music  by  one  Tilli, 
entitled  11  Cantaslorie;  the  book  by  Canovai.  A  new 
inllet,  called  Jl  Birrichino  di  Parujt,  has  been  given. — 
On  the  29th  ult.  a  concert  was  held  at  the  Pergola  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor.  Eossini  is  !\gani  on  the  liorizon : 
there  were  no  less  than  four  pieces  of  his  in  the  pro- 
gramme, viz.  tlie  cavatina  from  Maometto,  the  rondo- 
finale  of  Cenerentola,  tiio  finale  of  il/ose,  and  Bell  Raggio^ 
sung  by  JIme.  Barbiere-Nmi. 

We  translate  from  the  Italian  the  following  programme 
of  the  complimentary  concert  given  by  the  Americans  in 
Florence  to  our  townsman,  Mr.  Edwaud  Sujinee,  on 
the  31st  of  JIarch. 

PART  I. 

1.  BOOT!  (of  Boston).— Andante  and  Rondo  from  the  First 

Quartet  for  Strings. 

2,  VERDI.— Romanza  from  '  Macbeth.'  Sig.  Edo-^rdo  Sumner. 
S.  DONIZETTI.— Romnnza  from  'Maria  di  Rohan.' 

Sig.  Aerigo  MatARDE  (of  Boston). 

4.  BELLINI.— Cavatina  in  '  Norma,'  for  the  Cornet. 

SIg.  Pennini. 

5.  ROSSKI.— Duet :  '  Mira  la  bianca  luna.- 

Signora  Elena  Alb.i  and  Sig.  Arriqo  Millarbk. 

PART  n. 

1.  VERDI.— Duo  in  '  Nabuceo.' 

Signora  Elena  Alba  and  Sig.  Edoarbo  Sdmner.. 

2.  GIOVACCnlNI.— Souvenir  of  the  opera  '  Beatrice  di  Tenda,' 

executed  by  the  Author. 

3.  MERCADANTE.— Duo  in  '  Oabriella  di  Tergy.' 

Signori  Arrigo  Millarde,  Edoardo  Susiner. 
4  RICCI. — Aria:  '  Figlia  di  Figaro.'  Signora  Elen-a  Alba. 
5.  VERDI.— Terzetto  :  'Attila.' 

Signora  Elena  Alba,  Signori  Millarde  and  Sdmner." 

Allessandkia. — A  mass  by  Gibelli  was  performed  on 
Easter  Sunday.  It  is  spoken  of  as  a  work  of  promise, 
although  not  in  the  strict  religious  style. 

Trieste. — Several  pieces  of  sacred  music  were  pro- 
duced at  the  Cathedral  of  San  Giusto  Martire:  a  Te 
Deum,  a  Tanium  ergo,  a  Miserere,  and  several  masses, 
composed  by  Luigi  Ricci. 

liOiidoil. 

Royal  Italian  OpEii.i.  —  Fulelio  has  been  several 
times  repeated,  with  the  same  principals,  Cruvelli,  Tara- 
berlik,  c&c,  and  increasing  audiences.  Rossini's  11  Bar- 
Mere  brought  back  Mario  in  his  most  finished  part  of 
Almaviva,  and  introduced  Lablache  in  liis  celebrated 
part  of  Dr.  Bartolo.  Ronconi  was  Figaro,  and  Mme. 
Bosio  (for  the  first  time  in  England)  was  Rosina.  Sig. 
Tagliafico  took  the  Don  Basilio.    The  World  says: 

Mme.  Bosio  was  a  lark-like  Rosina,  but  would  have 
still  more  thoroughly  satisfied  us  had  she  been  occasion- 
ally more  regardful  of  the  text  of  the  author.  When  she 
did  confine  herself  to  Rossini's  score,  nothing  could  be 
more  delicious  than  her  singing.  The  music  of  Rosina 
is  a  little  too  low  for  Mme.  Bosio,  and  on  this  account 
she  has  transposed  Una  voce  half  a  tone.  Her  ornaments 
and  roulades  in  this  and  the  duet,  Vimque  w  son,  were 
marvellously  executed. 

On  Thursday,  (May  H,)  Don  Giovanni  drew  the  great- 
est house  of  the  season.  Ronconi  v/as  the  Don,  a  part 
which,  it  is  said,  does  not  suit  him,  versatile  and  accom- 
plished as  he  is.  Lablache  acted  Leporello  with  more 
"  reverence  "  than  usual,  "  refraining  from  all  inappro- 
priate badinage  in  the  last  scene."  In  the  duet  where  he 
invites  the  statue  to  sup  with  his  master,  and  in  the 
sestet,  Sola,  sola,  he  was  "  magnificent."  Polonini  was 
Masetto,  and  Tamberlik  Ottavio.  The  ladies  were  all 
new.    The  Musical  World  says  of  them : 

Mile.  Sophie  Cruvelli's  Donna  Anna  is,  perhaps,  more 
thoroughly  studied,  more  dramatic,  grand  and  impressive 
than  even  her  Fidelio.  No  artist,  excepting  Pasta,  has 
ever  made  so  much  of  the  first  scene,  where  Donna  Anna 
laments  over  the  dead  body  of  her  father.  This  was  in- 
tensely passionate  and  natural,  besides  being  a  new  and 
striking  embodiment  of  the  situation.  The  grand  scena 
and  aria.  Or  sat  chi  V  onore,  where  Donna  Anna  first 
discovers  that  Don  Giovanni  is  her  intended  betrayer, 
was  a  magnificent  display  of  vocalization,  and  quite  elec- 
trifymg  in  its  dramatic  energy.  Nothing,  indeed,  could 
be  more  superb,  nothing  more  highly  artistic,  than  the 
reiterated  ejaculation.  Oh  Dei!  and  the  recitatives,  in 
which  Donna  Anna  describes  the  dastardly  conduct  of 
the  profligate  nobleman,  were  delivered  with  an  earnest- 
ness and  agitation  of  manner  worthy  of  Rachel  herself. 
Mile.  Cruvelli  was  applauded  by  the  whole  house.  The 
trio  of  the  masks,  Protegga  il  giusto  cielo,  was  sung  to 
perfection  by  Miles.  Cruvelli  and  Marai,  with  Sig.  Tam- 
berlik, and  unanimously  encored.  The  air,  A'oii  mi  dir, 
usually  omitted,  was  restored  by  Mile.  Cruvelli,  and  ad- 
mirably sung.  She  was  recalled  at  the  conclusion.  Mme. 
Bosio's  Zerlina  would  have  been  irreproachable  had  she 


infused  a  little  moi-e  expression  into  the  character,(?)  and 
attended moretothebusinessofthe.scone.(?)  This  clever 
lady  must  he  informed  that  Batti,  batli,  and  Vedrai 
carina,  are  both  addressed  to  Masetto,  and  not  to  the  pit. 
The  encores  obtained  for  these  two  songs  were  Justly 
merited  by  Mme.  Bosio's  perfect  singing.  Mile.  Marai 
continues  to  improve  her  position.  "The  ungrateful  and 
arduous  part  of  Elvira  has  seldom  been  more  carefully 
and  effectively  represented. 

Beethoven's  Ma.ss  in  D.  — This  stupendous  work, 
by  many  placed  by  the  side  of  his  Choral  Symphony, 
has  been  twice  performed  by  the  Sacred  Harmonic  So- 
cietj',  and  created  an  immense  sensation  in  the  musical 
world  of  London.  Costa  conducted,  and  the  principal 
singers  were  Mme.  Clara  Novello,  Miss  Dolby,  Herr 
Formes  and  Sims  Reeves,  who  e.'jecuted  their  "  hercu- 
lean task  "  to  admiration. 

Oechesteal.  —  At  the  fifth  Philharmonic  Concert, 
the  symphonies  were,  one  in  E  flat  (marked  letter  T)  by 
Haydn,  and  Beethoven's  No.  7.  The  overtures  were  the 
"Midsummer  Night's,  Dream,"  and  Marschner's  Der 
Vatnpyr.  J[r.  Lindsay  Sloper  played  a  piano-forte  Con- 
certo by  Moscheles. 

The  vocal  music  was  beyond  reproach.  Mr.  Sims 
Reeves  sang  the  grand  tenor  scena  from  Euryanthe  to 
perfection ;  and  the  o)iening  movement  of  the  first  aria  of 
the  Queen  of  Night,  A^07i  pavcntar,  was  given  with  fault- 
less intonation  and  true  feeling  by  Miss  L.  Pyne.  The 
lovely,  flowing,  and  melodious  duet,  Bella  Ninfa,  from 
Spohr's  opera,  Jessonda,  was  admirably  sung  by  the 
lady  and  gentleman  in  conjunction. 

The  Amateur  Musical  Society  gave  Mozart's  Sym- 
phony in  E  flat,  and  Beethoven's  great  violin  concerto, 
"  with  new  cadenza,"  played  by  Molique.  Also  three 
overtures : — Wallace's  to  Maritana,  Lindpaintner's  to 
Zelia,  and  Auber's  to  Le  Philtre.  Miss  Messent  sang 
several  songs. 

Germauy. 

Beulin.  —  A  very  numerous  audience  assembled  in 
the  concert-room  of  the  Theatre  Royal,  to  hear  the  ora- 
torio. Die  Siindfluth  (the  Deluge),  the  music  of  which  is 
by  Herr  Damm,  and  the  text  by  Herr  Eellstab.  It  was 
successfully  produced,  five  years  ago,  in  the  Garnison- 
kirche.  The  principal  parts  were  sustained  by  Friiulein 
Trietscli,  Mme.  Botticher,  Herren  Pfister  and  Zschiesche. 
Sterh's  Verein  lately  performed  Handel's  "  Israel  in 
Egypt"  in  the  GarnisonJcirchc.  The  proceeds  were  de- 
voted to  a  charitable  institution.  The  effect  was  greatly 
heightened  by  Herr  Kiister's  masterly  performance  on 
the  magnificent  organ.  The  solos  were  sung  b}'  Mesdames 
Schultze,  Hoppe,  and  three  gentlemen,  members  of  the 
Verein.  Herr  Stern  conducted.  The  church  was  dense- 
ly crowded. 

In  token  of  his  great  ajjprobation  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Sieg-Rheinischer  Lehrer-Gesang-Vercin  to  introduce  to 
the  public  and  into  the  church  service  the  classical  music 
of  the  16th  and  17th  centuries,  the  King  of  Prussia  has 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  association  the  complete 
edition  of  Palestrina's  sacred  music,  published  by  Alfieri 
at  Rome  in  seven  folio  volumes.  It  is  his  majesty's  in- 
tention, that  every  member  of  the  Verein  shall  be  ena- 
bled to  have  free  access  to  tlie  work  in  question. 

John  Sebastian  Bach's  Passions-Musik  to  the  Gospel 
according  to  St.  Matthew  is  announced  for  the  19th  in 
tlie  Singakademie.  Herr  Concertmeister  H.  Hubert  Ries 
celebrated  lately  his  Silberne  Hochzeit  (Silver  Wedding), 
or,  in  other  words,  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  his 
wedding.  Herr  Theodore  Formes  has  married  Fraulein 
Ahrens. 
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Grand  Musical  Congress  at  the  Crystal 
Palace. 

The  President  and  Directors  of  "  The  Associa- 
tion for  the  E.xhibition  of  the  Industry  of  All 
Nations,"  in  New  York,  have  announced  for 
Thursday  next,  to  be  holden  in  the  Crystal 
Palace,  "  one  of  those  great  choral  and 
ORCHESTRAL  MEETINGS,  whicli  have  taken 
place  annually  for  the  last  fifty  years  in  England, 
Germany  and  France,  and  which  have  contributed 
so  much  to  the  advancement  of  musical  science 
and  art."  They  set  forth  in  their  proclamation 
that  the  object  of  the  Palace  is  to  afford  a  temple 
of  the  Fine  Arts,  not  less  than  of  Inventive  Skill 


and  Mechanical  Genius ;  that  this  is  already  in  a 
good  degree  realized  in  the  collection  there  ex- 
hibited of  works  of  Sculpture  and  of  Painting, 
and  that  it  now  remains  to  do  the  same  for  Music. 
Accordingly  they  propose  on  Thursday  to  unite 
in  one  grand  ensemhle  the  elile  of  the  instrtimontal 
celebrities  of  Europe  and  America,  together  with 
the  great  choral  societies,  solo  singers,  &c.,  of 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  New 
Orleans,  Cincinnati,  &c.,  &c.,  to  the  number  of 
iom^Jifleen  Jmndred performers ; — all  to  be  under 
the  conductorship  of  M.  Jullien,  who  did  the 
same  thing  for  Paris,  in  the  gardens  of  the  Tuil- 
eries,  in  18.37,  and  who,  together  with  his  eminent 
solo  performers,  has  delayed  his  return  to  Europe 
for  this  purpose.  To  hold  this  great  performing 
multitude,  a  colossal  orchestra  is  to  be  erected  in 
the  East  nave  of  the  Palace. 

This  scheme  is  understood  to  be  one  of  the 
magnifique  and  characteristic  extemporizations  of 
Mr.  B.\RNUJi,  the  new  president  of  the  Crystal 
Palace,  and  M.  Jullien.  The  latter,  with  his 
experience  in  monster  concerts,  and  with  his  rare 
company  of  instrumentists,  seemed  indispensable 
to  such  a  plan,  and  therefore  "  if  it  were  done, 
then  it  were  well  it  were  done  quickly,"  for  Jul- 
lien is  soon  off  for  London.  The  magnitude  and 
suddenness,  and  boundless  confidence  of  such  a 
plan  could  not  fail  to  excite  the  characteristic 
sympathy  with  all  artistic  enterprises  on  a  grand 
artistic  scale  of  IMr.  Fry,  the  composer-critic  of 
the  Tribune,  who  seconds  the  motion  in  one  of 
his  ardent  editorials.  Visions  of  the  ajsthetio 
culture  of  the  old  Greeks  and  their  Olympian 
Games  float  before  his  mind,  which  he  contrasts 
regretfully  with  our  American  Anniversary  meet- 
ings, which  are  "half  scientific  or  moral,  and  half 
dyspeptic,"  and  he  justly  says: 

The  Greeks  made  physical  culture  the  basis  of 
mental  exertion,  and  at  their  games,  hardihood, 
dexterity  and  grace  of  the  body,  and  culture  of 
the  voice,  were  deemed  as  legitimate  evidences  of 
the  power  of  the  nation  and  the  destiny  of  man, 
as  the  curious  recitals  of  Plerodotus,  the  melodious 
numbers  of  Pindar,  or  the  ti-agio  scenes  of  Soph- 
ocles. The  variety  of  the  Olympian  Games,  in 
fact,  is  altogether  wanting  in  our  anniversary  or 
other  exhibitions,  whicli  are  specialities — deprived, 
as  wo  have  just  hinted,  of  the  great  element  of 
human  beauty  and  national  prowess,  namely,  the 
display  of  physical  strength  and  beauty,  recog- 
nized as  an  indispensable  entity  in  the  social 
fabric,  and  so  rewarded.  The  most  varied,  how- 
ever, of  all  our  exhibitions  is  certainly  that  of  the 
Crystal  Palace ;  and  the  cosmopolitan  character 
of  the  institution  admits  of  further  extensions  to 
its  utilities.  It  may  be  con.sidered  the  Olympian 
festival  of  the  nineteenth  century,  when  labor- 
saving  machinery  has  taken  the  place  of  the  rude 
strength  necessary  to  the  defenses  and  industries 
of  the  State  in  olden  times.  To  this  must  be 
added  the  exposition  of  certain  arts,  the  galleries 
of  painting  and  sculpture  being  peculiar  to  our 
Crj'stal  Palace  in  comparison  with  that  of  London. 
But  there  remains  a  sister  art — music — which  has 
been  inadequately  represented  at  the  Crystal 
Palace — represented  as  the  Greeks  formerly  ex- 
hibited their  ability,  in  whatever  art,  at  their 
games,  and  reared  indestructible  models  for  future 
generations. 

By  the  proposed  musical  festival,  or  "  Congress," 
then,  the  Crystal  Palace  is  to  initiate  a  splendid 
homage  to  .Cecilia.  It  aims  to  astonish  and  attract 
by  largeness,  by  the  aggregation  of  unusual 
amounts  of  talent. 

In  grandeur,  it  will  of  course  very  far  exceed 
anything  of  the  kind  ever  heard  in  this  country, 
and  in  point  of  numbers,  will  surpass  any  yet 
given  in  London.     As  a  means  of  showing  forth 
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the  varied  talent  in  the  country,  it  will  be  valua- 
ble ;  and  the  generous  rivalries  it  will  set  forth 
may  prove  most  interesting. 

Condensed  in  one  focus  will  be  the  distinguished 
performers  in  the  United  States,  together  with 
the  principal  musical  societies  ;  so  we  must  look 
out  for  colossal  effects,  attracting  such  a  crowd  as 
has  never  yet  been  collected  within  the  walls  of 
any  hall  in  this  country.  The  utilities  of  such  a 
project  are  vast.  They  give  the  public  higher 
ideas  of  the  sublimity  of  sound  than  they  have 
ever  yet  enjoyed  from  a  Niagara  of  music,  whose 
roarings  and  rushings  are  still  guided  by  eternal 
laws.  The  amateur  of  musical  vastness  will  be 
fully  gratified  in  hearing  such  an  immense  plung- 
ing of  the  sonorous  elements,  and  bo  lifted  to  a 
more  generous  appreciation  of  the  laws  antl  out- 
workings  of  lyrical  beauty  and  grandeur. 

This  is  all  very  well,  could  it  be  truly  realized. 
But  sublimity,  in  music,  does  not  depend  on  size 
and  multitude  alone.  Two  hundred  performers 
in  a  great  Handelian  oratorio,  or  si.\ty  in  a  Bee- 
thoven symphony,  may  convey  more  of  the  sub- 
lime, than  fifteen  hundred,  hastily  aggregated 
together,  with  wasteful  mal-economy  of  force,  and 
engaged  in  a  promiscuous  programme  of  compo- 
sitions which  may  lack  all  elements  of  sublim- 
ity in  themselves.  It  is  the  very  grandeur  of 
the  scale  here  that  aflTects  us  with  misgivings. 
We  are  afraid  it  may  bo  conceived  too  much  in 
the  spirit  of  display,  of  dazzling  by  the  great 
array  of  forces,  rather  than  in  the  sober  spirit  of 
genuine  Art,  which  commonly  is  quite  content 
with  less  display.  But  let  us  not  prejudge,  before 
we  see  the  programme,  which  now,  within  a  few 
days  of  the  festival,  is  not  made  ready.  If  it  is 
to  consist  of  grand,  inspiring,  truly  artistic  com- 
positions, selected  with  a  due  regard  to  unity  of 
effect,  it  may  indeed  give  us  an  impulse  to  the 
Tone- Art  in  our  land.  But  if  it  is  to  be  a  great, 
showy,  miscellaneous  hodge-podge  of  a.U  sorts  of 
things,  with  a  dreary  length  of  flashy  variation 
solos,  songs,  bravura  airs,  &o..  as  in  most;  monster 
concerts,  wherein  everybody  must  show  off,  the 
emptiness  thereof  can  but  increase  in  the  direct 
ratio  of  the  magnitude  and  multitude  of  the 
materials  brought  together. 

There  seems  to  be  a  colossal  vagueness  about 
the  whole  thing.  AVho  are  the  singers,  who  are 
the  choral  societies,  &c.,  that  are  to  take  a  part  ? 
Observe,  it  is  all  undertaken  at  a  fortnight's 
notice.  How  many  members  of  the  Handel  and 
Haydn  Society,  or  the  Mendelssohn  Choral  So- 
ciety, or  the  Philadelphia  Harmonia  Society,  or 
of  the  various  German  Liederkriinze,  &c.,  &c., 
can  be  relied  upon  to  bo  actually  upon  the  spot 
and  ready  ?  Can  such  very  independent  bodies 
be  organized  into  an  effective  orchestra  of  1500, 
at  a  few  days  notice  ?  And  how  about  Cincinnati 
and  New  Orleans  ?  Will  San  Francisco  too  be 
represented  ? 

But  supposing  there  is  a  clear  understanding 
with  artists  and  societies  enough,  and  allowing 
that  JuUien  is  himself  a  host  and  adequate  to  all 
emergencies,  where  is  the  opportunity  for  fit 
rehearsal.  We  sec  that  the  Palace  is  to  bo  closed 
to  the  public  for  the  day  and  a  half  before  the 
festival,  for  this  purpose.  How  much  rehearsing, 
with  such  multifarious  elements,  can  be  achieved 
in  that  time  ?  Verily,  the  chances  of  failure  in 
an  enterprise,  so  vast;  so  bold,  and  so  extempore, 
are  great. 

Yet  the  idea  in  itself  is  certainly  a  good  one. 
The  aspiration,  if  it  fail  for  once,  may  lead  to 
future  triumphs.  We  are  believers  in  the  Crystal 
Palace.     Sick  of  the  sound  and  pomp  and  para- 


phernalia of  war,  we  look  on  peaceful  Arts  and 
Industry  as  the  true  glory  of  this  age.  Sick  of 
the  prostitution  of  music  to  military  parade, 
whether  it  be  holiday  or  serious,  which  is  all  a 
leaning  backward  toward  Barbarism,  we  long  to 
hear  its  inspiring  voice  united  with  the  festivals 
of  Labor,  Art  and  Genius.  The  .Crystal  Palace  ■ 
represents  the  progress  and  refinement^of  all  in- 
dustrial processes  towards  that  crown  of  industry 
and  utility  which  is  Art.  It  typifies  the  ideal  of 
true  human  society,  when  life  shall  altogether  be 
a  Fine  Art,  and  the  Useful  wear  the  halo  of  the 
Ideal,  and  an  artistic  and  religious  spirit  sanctify 
and  make  beautiful  all  man's  daily  work  and  inter- 
course. Music  is  peculiarly  the  Christian,  the 
all-reconciling,  universal  Art.  Music,  more  than 
any  art  or  language,  appeals  to  and  sets  to  vibrat- 
ing the  universal  sympathies,  in  the  exercise  of 
which  each  individual  human  unit  is  most  per- 
fectly himself.  A  great  musical  festival  should 
naturally  grow  out  of  and  accompany  the  festivals 
and  Crystal  Palaces  of  peaceful  arts  and  indus- 
tries. May  all  success,  therefore,  attend  the  fiirst 
great  "  Musical  Congress  "  of  America !  The 
idea  is  a  true  one  ;  the  aspiration  is  prophetic  and 
must  some  day  triumph,  in  spite  of  the  failures  to 
which  all  great  beginnings  have  been  liable. 


New  Music. 

(Fi'Oni  Kathau  Iljchardson.) 

Mendelssohn.  Six  German  Songs ;  with  Ger- 
man and  English  words.  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  al- 
ready issued. 

These  are  some  of  the  shorter  and  easier  songs 
of  Mendelssohn,  who  was  one  of  the  very  few 
who  always  wrote  good  songs.  The  poems  are 
tuneful  and  suggestive,  and  the  English  translation 
as  close  in  each  case  to  the  sense  and  rhythm  of 
the  German,  as  is  often  practicable.  They  are 
beautifully  printed,  and  the  German  words  are 
placed  above  the  lines  in  an  Italic  type,  which 
makes  them  more  distinguishable  from  the  Eng- 
lish. We  regret,  however,  that  in  one  case  the 
common  practice  of  American  publications  is  fol- 
lowed, of  appending  verses  of  the  poem  at  the 
end,  to  save  room.  It  is  a  very  awkward  task  for 
any  singer  to  bring  notes  and  words  together, 
when  so  separated. 

No.  1.  "Far  Away"  {In  lueite  Feme  will  ich 
trUumen,  da,  wo  Du  weiht,  S;c.)  is  a  sweet,  serious, 
confiding  little  melody  of  a  soul  dreaming  of  its 
mate  far  away  ;  a  simple  song  of  love  and  con- 
stancy. The  accompaniment  is  just  the  melody 
plainly  harmonized. 

No.  2.  "The  Moon,"  is  another  love-breathing, 
of  a  more  wild  and  passionate  mood,  as  indicated 
by  the  incessant  syncopation  of  the  accompani- 
ment. It  is  a  true  musical  translation  of  the 
words  (from  Geibel)  which  are  as  follows  : 

My  heart  is  like  the  gloomy  night, 

"When  tree-tops  all  are  rustling; 
Up  goes  the  Moon  in  beauty  bright 

Tliro'  clouds  so  liglit, 
And  see !  the  wood  in  trauci5d  silence  nestling. 
The  Moon,  the  light-ful  moon  art  thou, 

In  love's  full  beauty  beaming ! 
One  look  of  heav'nly  peace  0 !  now 

On  me  bestow. 
And  sec!  this  wild,  wild  heart  is  still  and  dreaming! 

No.  3.  "  The  Nun,"  is  a  sad  little  ballad-like 
strain,  in  A  minor,  with  guitar-like  accompani- 
ment, very  simple,  which  recites  the  story  of  a 
maid  who  took  the  veil  and  died  for  love.  The 
spirit  of  it  is  indicated  in  the  second  verse  : 

"  0  well  that  he  is  dead  now. 

That  faithful  lover  mine! 


I'd  love  him  though  I  perish ! 
An  angel  now  he'll  shine, 
And  angels  one  may  cherish." 

Carl  Mayer.     1.    Grande  Etude  de  Concert. 

A  very  brilliant  finger  exercise  for  the  right 
hand,  in  the  key  of  F  sharp,  six-eight  measure  ; 
the  melody  being  a  rapid  and  unresting  flight  of 
broken  chords  in  triplets  through  the  whole  nine 
pages.  It  is  graceful,  too,  and  a  good  exercise  in 
modulation.     It  was  played  by  Jaell  in  conceits. 

2.    La    Sicilienne,    a    Tarantella,    for  the   Piano- 
forte,    (pp.  7.) 

This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  ingenious 
specimens  of  the  whirling  and  delirious  Tarantella, 
which  we  have  seen  for  some  time.  It  begins  and 
ends  in  the  minor  key  of  B,  true  to  t'ne  sickly,  fever- 
ish languor  of  the  dance,  but  in  the  more  excited 
middle  portion  passes  into  the  major.  It  is  quite 
diflicult,  but  fascinating  enough  to  lead  to  the 
overcoming  of  difficulties.^ 

(From  Oliver  Ditson.) 
Edw.  B.  Oliver.     Song:   Why  droops  my  heart.' 
with  German  and  English  words. 

A  song  of  uncommon  beauty  (at  least  for  a 
young  American),  with  a  serious,  religious  sort  of 
melody,  and  musician-like  accompaniment,  con- 
ceived in  quite  a  German  spirit,  with  which  the 
author  seems  to  have  become  sincerely  imbued. 

(From  Geo.  P.  Reed  &  Co.) 

CzERNY.       Six  easy    and  progrcssioc    Sonatinen,    ■ 
for  the  Piano-forte. 

Judging  from  No.  2  of  the  series,  which  we  have 
before  us,  these  are  Sonatinen  or  little  Sonatas, 
both  in  the  sense  of  exceeding  simplicity,. and  of 
abridged  form,  this  one  having  but  two  movements, 
namely  an  Allegro  Moderate  (of  the  usual  sonata 
structure),  and  a  Rondo,  both  in  F.  The  move- 
ments flow  gracefully  enough,  and  may  serve  as  a 
good  initiation  into  the  classical  forms  of  com- 
position. 

F.  Suck.     Flora,  Valse  Elegante. 

A  spirited  and  pretty  waltz.  In  the  middle 
portion  the  melody  passes  into  the  form  of  a  bass 
solo,  suggesting  a  band  or  orchestra. 

Theodor  Oesten.      Case  of  Jewels,  a  collection  of 
Opera-People  and  Dance-Melodies,  for  the  piano. 

We  copy  the  title  as  it  is  printed.  Probably  it 
is  intended  as  a  translation  of  the  German  title: 
Opern,  Volks  und  Tanz  Melodien ;  that  is,  a  col- 
lection of  opera,  popular  song,  and  dance  melodies. 
They  are  extremely  simple  arrangements  for  be- 
ginners. No.  1,  consisting  of  seven  pages,  con- 
tains a  march  from  Spontini's  Vestale  ;  a  Volkslied 
(People's  Song_) ;  the  melody  ("reduced  into  one 
partj  of  the  trio  from  Belisario ;  an  air  from 
Auber's  Domino  Noir ;  and  a  chorus  from  Fra 
Diavolo. 


For  Dwiglit's  Journal  of  Music. 

Letter  from  Florence. 

AMERICAN  MUSICAI,  NOTABILITIES  IN  ITALY. 

Last  evening  at  a  Soiree  ]\Iusicalo  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  F.  G.  S.,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
some  really  fine  music.  And  first  on  our  pro- 
gramme was  a  quartet  for  stringed  instruments, 
composed  by  Mr.  Frank  Boott  of  Boston,  and 
for  a  long  period  a  resident  here.  It  was  beauti- 
ful, and  remarkable  for  original  and  touching  har- 
mony, with  great  simplicity  and  unity  of  design  ; 
the  whole  reminding  one  of  Mozart.  There  was 
none  of  that  chaos  of  warring  sounds  which  char- 
acterize so  many  similar  compositions ;  all  was 
clear,  beautiful,  suggestive.     Is  not  this  true  art  ? 
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The  Andante  movement  is  peculiarly  graceful, 
and  our  select  party  of  music  lovers  were  long 
and  loud  in  their  commendation  and  applause. 
I  feel  confident  that  the  above  opinion  would  be 
fully  endorsed  in  Boston,  couM  the  quartet  be 
heard. 

But  another  pleasure  was  in  store  for  us  in 
hearing  Miss  Hensler  sing.  She  is  also  from 
Boston,  as  you  know ;  she  has  been  in  Europe  a 
year,  and  has  already  won  her  laurels,  having 
gained  the  second  prize  at  the  Conservatoire  at 
Paris.  She  is  now  here,  studying  with  Romano, 
a  teacher  and  composer  of  high  repute.  She  has 
an  engagement  for  a  year  with  the  impresario  of 
La,  Scala  at  Milan,  and  during  the  ensuing  winter 
will  sing  there  and  at  the  other  principal  cities  in 
Italy,  also  at  Vienna  and  perhaps  Dresden.  She 
sang  several  difficult  pieces  during  the  evening, 
and  in  all  acquitted  herself  in  a  masterly  manner. 
Calm,  collected  and  dignified,  she  stood  at  the 
piano,  and  the  silver  tones  of  her  clear,  ringing 
voice  came  forth  pure  and  strong,  without  effort 
apparently ;  and  the  most  difficult  runs,  chromatic 
passages  and  trills  were  given  with  an  ease,  power, 
delicacy  and  finish  as  remarkable  as  it  was  delight- 
ful— seldoDi  attained,  rarely  excelled.  I  do  not 
think  the  ease  of  manner  I  have  indicated  can  be 
overrated  as  to  importanee  ;  for  how  often  is  the 
etfcct  of  music  essentially  marred  by  distortions 
of  .face  and  body,  as  unseemly  as  they  are  painful 
to  witness.  A  high  note  is  attained  by  a  series  of 
preliminary  ivriygles,  (as  Maoaulay  would  say,  a 
homely  word  but  forcible,)  which  for  very  sym- 
pathy is  participated  in  by  the  audience,  till  they 
resemble  a  conclave  (/  shaking  quakers  or  bobbing 
mandarins,  the  sentiment  conveyed  being  not  one 
of  pleasure  but  pain.  In  hearing  Miss  H.,  one  is 
spared  this,  and  she  reached  C  in  alt  with  a  s-nile 
upon  her  face.  The  quality  of  her  voice  is  rich 
in  tone,  and  remarkably  true,  her  intonation  ex- 
cellent, and  her  trill  sweet  and  prolonged  ad 
libitum  at  piano  or  foiiissimo.  Of  the  power  of 
her  voice,  I  cannot  speak  as  to  its  full  extent,  for 
she  evidently  modulated  it  to  the  size  of  the 
saloon  ;  a  thing  by  the  way,  rarely  done  by  pub- 
lic performers,  who  seem  more  desirous  generally 
of  giving  an  idea  of  c[uantity  than  quality,  and  to 
emulate  the  boast  of  Mr.  Kudolph  Jennings  in 
one  of  the  Boz  sketches :''' Was  it  said  his  voice 
was  not  powerful  enough  for  Drury  Lane  theatre, 
he  would  agree  to  fill  Leicester  Square."  .(I 
quote  from  memory.)  I  cannot  lielp  again  ad- 
verting to  the  charming  ease  of  manner  with 
which  this  lady  sang,  while  the  beauty  of  her  per- 
formance was  heightened  by  her  confident  but 
unassuming  and  lady-like  deportment. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  a  short  time  since 
Mr.  Edward  Sumner  of  Boston,  (Sig.  Edoardo 
Sumner  of  the  Theatre,)  at  a  concert  given  by 
hiu,i  at  Florence.  It  was  highly  successful.  His 
magnificent  voice  has  increased  in  volume  and 
flexibility,  and  he  sings  with  great  power  and 
spirit.  He  has  made  a  most  successful  debut  at 
Arezzo,  and  is  now  fulfilling  an  engagement  at 
Leghorn,  where  he  will  undoubtedly  win  new 
laurels:  he  has  every  requisite  to  make  a  great 
singer  and  actor  also ;  and  I  trust  a  laudable 
ambition  will  prompt  him  to  persevere  till  he 
takes  his  place  at  the  side  of  the  Eouconis  and 
Tamburinis.  His  facility  is  extraordinary,  and 
if  assisted  by  assiduous  application,  will  most 
assuredly  render  him  a  great  artist. 

Mr.  Millard  of  Boston  is  also  to  sing  at  Leg- 


horn ;  he  has  a  tenor  voice  of  great  sweetness, 
is  an  accomplished  musician,  and  sings  with  great 
correctness,  taste  and  spirit.  Miss  Adelaide 
Phillips  I  have  not  heard  yet,  but  expect  to  at 
Milan  in  a  few  weeks.  I  look  for  great  things 
from  her,  and  I  will  let  )'ou  know  if  I  am  dis- 
appointed, c.  F.  s. 
Flokence,  May  19,  1854. 


Musical  Festival  at  Baltimore.  The  fifth 
annual  National  Festival  of  the  German  Song 
Unions  of  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States  was  held 
in  Baltimore  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday 
of  this  week.  On  Saturday  the  various  societies 
from  New  York,  Newark,  Brooklyn,  Williams- 
burg, Albany,  Buffalo,  &c.,  numbering  500  singers, 
were  to  arrive  in  Philadelphia  ;  there  to  be  re- 
ceived by  the  "  United  Sangerbund  "  of  that  city, 
consisting  of  the  "  Liedertafel,"  "Sangerbund,'' 
"  Cacilienverein,"  ''Junior,"  "Mannerchor,"  "Ein- 
tracht,"  "  Germania  Mannerchor,"  and  "  Manner- 
gesangverein  "  of  iManayunk  ;  who  were  to  feast 
them  and  escort  them  with  bands  and  banners,  to 
the  Baltimore  depot.  All  the  above  societies,  be- 
sides the  old  "  Mannerchor  "  of  Philadelphia,  were 
to  participate  in  the  Baltimore  festivities.  Satur- 
day evening  the  Baltimore  societies  were  to  meet 
them  at  the  wharf,  sing  the  "  Welcome  "  and  es- 
cort them,  by  torch-light,  to  their  head  quarters. 

On  Monday  was  to  be  a  rehearsal  and  in  the 
evening  a  grand  concert,  consisting  of  Fclicien 
David's  "Desert,"  sung  by  one  thousand  voices, 
accompanied  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  instruments. 
(Not  i)c)-j/ German  that  selection  !)  Tuesday  was 
the  grand  Pic-nic  day,  wdien  the  various  clubs 
were  to  march  to  the  grounds  of  the  Maryland 
Agricultural  Society;  there  to  hear  an  oration 
and  to  hold  a  concert  in  the  open  air,  and  pass  the 
remainder  of  the  day  in  various  amusements  and 
athletic  sports.  On  Wednesday  the  festival  was 
to  close,  and  the  strangers  to  be  escorted  to  the 
depot  on  their  return  homew-ard. 

JuLLiEN  closed  his  two  hundred  and  odd  Ameri- 
can concerts  by  a  concert  and  ball  in  Castle  Gar- 
den, at  which  the  grand  "Napoleonic"  novelty 
was  an  artificial  cascade  supplied  from  three  thou- 
sand bottles  of  champagne.  Some  of  the  papers 
say  it  was  a  failure. 

The  Musical  Review  says  JuHien's  solo-players 
spoil  our  national  airs  and  do  not  seem  to  under- 
stand the  "oleaginousness"  of  our  Ethiopian  mel- 
odies. It  informs  them  that  "  few  European  com- 
posers have  written  better  or  more  artistic  melo- 
dies than  the  '  Old  Folks  at  Home."  (!) 

A  card  in  some  of  our  daily  papers  invites  mem- 
bers of  the  Handel  and  Handel  and  Haydn  and 
other  Boston  choral  societies,  as  well  as  musicians 
and  amateurs  in  general,  to  participate  in  the 
grand  Crystal  Palace  "Musical  Congress,"  under 
the  auspices  of  JuUien.     Free  tickets  are  offered. 

^iibevtiseniEnts. 


ADOLPH  KIELBLOCK, 

No.  30  ASH  STREET,  BOSTON. 

0C?^Commuuication9  may  be  left  at  Mr.  Ditson's  music  store, 
No.  115  Washington  Street.  June  10. 

A.  WERKER  &  L.  J.  HOEFFWER, 

• DEALERS   IN 

No.  265  WASHIJSTGTOK  STBEET, 

(corner  of  winter  street.) 

PIANO-FOHTES,  SerapTiines,  Melodeons,  Guitars,  Violins, 
Tenors,  Violoncellos,  Basses,  Clarinets,  Flutes,  Piccolos, 
Pifes,  Accordeons,  Strings,  Bows,  etc. 

\Ve  shd-U  keep  on  h^ind  a  great  variety  of  the  above  named 
instruments,  and  shall  endeavor  to  give  satisfaction  to  all 
purchasers,  whether  tliey  desire  the  best  and  highest  priced, 
or  the  cheapest  instruments.  Orders  by  letter  will  be  carefully 
attended  to. 

PIANOS  TO  LET,  TUNED  AND  REPAIRED. 
Mr.  Werner  will  also  continue  to  give  instruction  on  the 
Piano,  Organ,  Flute,  Violin  and  Guitar.     Mr.  Werner  can  be 
seen  at  the  Sales-roora,  or  in  the  evening  at  his  residence,  No. 
976  Washington  St.  May  27.    3m 


GREAT  BOOK  IN  PRESS. 

lOOEE'S  EICYCLOPIDIA  OF  MUSIC:' 

COMPILED  BY  JOHN  "W.  MOORE, 
^Vith  the  apsistance  of  other  distinguished  men  in  the  musica' 
world.  The  intention  of  tlie  author  is  to  make  a  most  com- 
plete and  tliorough  work  of  the  above,  which  will  be  a  desid- 
eratum in  the  world  of  music.  It  will  be  published  in  one 
elegant  Royal  Octavo  volumr  of  about  900  pages,  double  col- 
umns, and  will  contain  a  complete 

Dictionary  of  Mufiical  Terms, 

A  HISTOHY  OP  THE  SCIENCE  OF  MUSIC, 

from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  on  Harmony  and  Thorough  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  Musical  Instrujients,  with  the 
names  of  the  most  distinguished  makers,  :tnd  a  complete  Musi- 
cal Biography  of  over  three  thousand  of  the  most  distinguished 
Composers  and  Musicians  who  have  ever  lived.  Mr.  Moore  baa 
spent  several  years  in  compiling  tliis  valuable  work.  It  is  now 
going  through  the  press  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S. — The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluable 
to  every  professional  musician,  and  to  every  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring ;  we  hope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  has 
been  delayed  on  account  of  the  immense  labor  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  the  difficulty  of  stereotyping  a  work  so  full  of  examples. 
The  delay,  however,  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  be $4  00. 

The  price,  bound  in  half  calf,  will  be 4  50. 

JOHN  V.  .JEWETT,  &  Co., 
Publishers,  17  and  19  Cornhill,  Boston  ; 
JEWETT,  PROCTOR  &  AVORTtllNGTON, 
Cleveland. 
VTill  be  for  sale  by  all  the  book  and  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  Feb.  11. 

G-.  A.  SCHX^ITT,   (From  Germany,) 

TEACKEI?.  OF  TKE  PIAKO-FOKTE. 

IS  now  prepared  to  give  lessons  at  the  residence  of  pupils  or 
at  his  own  residence,  No.  7  Haymarket  Place. 
Mr.  S.  may  be  addres.?ed  at  the  music  stores  of  Oliver  Ditson 
or  Nathan  Richardson. 

Refers  to  the  following  gentlemen:  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq., 
n.\LLtTT,  Davis  &  Co.,  Oliver  Ditson,  Nathan  Richardson. 
Oct.  8. 

F.  F.  MtJLLEE, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 
Church;  ORGANIST  of  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society  ; 
ORGANIST  of  the  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Kesidcance,  No.  3  "Winter  Place,  Boston. 

iir  tf 

E.  R.   BLANCHARD, 

TE.VCHEB,  OF  xaE  i'lASO  AKB  CaGjVISs. 

tl^TEEMS   St0DEE.4TE. 

Eesidenoe,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Rfferencc^  Geo.  J-.  M'edb,  Esq.  May  20. 

Signer  AUGUSTO  BENDELAEI, 

(from      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINGING. 

E.esideiice,  "Wintlirop  House,  Boston. 
May  13  tf 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

-i'  E  AC  fflEK     ®5"     ffiUSBC, 

2G5  Wasliiiigtosi  Street,  Boston. 

Oct.  16.  ■'Sm 

A  SOPKANO  WANTED. 

FOR  a  church  in  Savannah,  Ga.  A  i^ood  soprano  singer, 
and  one  who  is  a  good  musician  and  teacher,  %vould  receive 
a  fair  salary,  .and  find  scholars.  For  further  particulars  en- 
quire at  this  office.  March  11  3m. 

CHICKERING    &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 
"WAIISSK®©M§, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 

milE  SERVICE,?  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
A   by  applying  to 

n.  E.  TELTOW,  Agrnt. 
iil4  tf  30  Fayette  Street. 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 
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THE  MODERN  SCHOOL 


— FOR   THE- 


0"^^OEL^3E3. 


The  Author,  Mr.  NATHAN  RICHARDSON,  has  just  re- 
turned from  Europe,  where  he  has  met  with  the  most  flatteriog 
siiccess  with  his  lustruction  Book,  it  having  passed  a  critical 
examination  by  the  most  distinguished  teachers,  and  been 
pronounced  a  great  improvemcDt  upon  all  other  methods 
by  the  highest  authority  of  the  old  country. 

Among  the  many  Professors  who  examined  this  work,  and 
gave  their  written  recommendations,  we  will  mention 

JULIUS     KNORK, 

(well  known  in  this  country,)  who  admitted  to  the  Author 
personally  that  there  is  no  instruction  book  at  the  present  day 
that  will  compare  with  the  MODERN  SCHOOL  as  regards 
true  merit,  and  will  answer  so  fully  its  purpose.  He  gave  his 
,  written  testimonial  as  follows  ; 

After  a  careful  examination  of  "  The  3Iodern  School  for  the 
Piano-Forte,"  by  Mr.  Nathan  Richardson,  I  am  convinced  that 
it  presents  a  full  and  accurate  compendium  of  all  that  is  most 
essential  to  the  acquirement  of  a  good  execution.  It  has, 
moreover,  the  merit  of  entire  consistency  in  its  system  of  fin- 
gering, which  is  occasionally  new,  but  always  thoroughly 
adapted  to  its  end.  The  work  cannot  be  sufficiently  recom- 
mended,  especially  to  those  players  who  make  virtuosity,  or 
brilliant  execution,  one  end  of  their  studies.  An  interesting 
feature  of  the  book  will  certainly  be  found  by  many  in  its  ana- 
tomical descriptions  of  the  bones,  muscles,  and  ligaments  of 
the  hand.  JULIUS  KNORK. 

Leip&ic,  April,  1854. 

Those  who  are  about  to  purchase  an  lustruction  Book  for 
the  Piano-i'orte  should  not  fail  to  examine  this  work  before 
any  other,  and  they  will  be  satisfied  that  it  is  the  most  tho- 
rough, progressive  and  comprehensive  method  ever  published, 
and  those  who  practice  out  of  it  will  improve  wonderfully.  It 
is  also  decidedly  cheaper  than  any  other.  Why  ?  Because  it 
contains  243  pages,  and  is  printed  upon  the  finest  paper,  em- 
bracing several  beautiful  colored  plates,  and  bound  in  splendid 
embossed  cloth,  full  gilt;  presenting  the  most  magnificent 
appearance  of  any  music  book  ever  laid  upon  tlie  piano. 

Single  copy, S4. 

Published  at  the 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 
282  Washington  Street,  Boston, 

and  fur  sale  at  all  the  piiucip.il   Slusic  Stores  in  the  United 
States  and  English  Provinces.    All  orders  promptly  executed. 
N.  B. — A  list  of  recommendations,  from  one  to  two  hundred, 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  author. 

A  large  and  choice  stock  of 
POUBIGN  AND  AJVIERICAN  MUSIC, 

together   with   PIANO-FORTES,    ORGANS,    MUSIC-BOXES, 
&c.,  constantly  on  hand  and  for  sale  at  the  lowest  prices. 

NEW  MUSIC,  from  the  best  composers,  published  daily,  and 
will  be  sold  at  great  bargains. 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

IMrOKTEK  AND   DEALER  IX 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATEKIALS, 

Wo.  13  TremoHt  Row,  Boston* 

*i,*    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

16  tf 
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GEOEGE  J.  V/EBB  &  GO'S 
PIANO-FORTE   WAREROOMS: 

CliamljevE,  3^o.  3  "Winter  Street,  ^Sosti^ii. 

AT  this  Establishment  may  be  found  an  elegant  and  exten- 
sive assortment  of 

P  I A  N  O  -  F  O  R  T  E  S , 

at  all  prices,  warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  the  esseniial  properties  of  Tone,  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
Stjle,  and  Finish.     None  others  will  be  kept. 
Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AMD  GTJITAKS. 

Mr.  'Webb's  long  experience  in  the  profe.=siou  of  Music,  ena- 
bles us  to  assure  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  may 
find  it  inconvenient  to  visit  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desired,)  as  by  personal 
examination;  and  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders, 
can  implicitly  reiy  upon  the  exercise  of  Mr.  Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  favor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  be  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit- 

r^^SOLD  AT  MANUFACTURERS'  PRICES. 

Agents  for.  . . . 

Lighte,  Kewton  &^  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  Su  Co.'s  do.       Boston. 

Goodman  &.  Baldwin's  Melodeons. 
,        EebI9    6m 


NO^W    READY. 

THE  MOST  COMPLETE 
PIAM"0-PORTE    IIsrSTBUCTION    BOOK 

OP    THE    AGE. 

A.  E,  ]yi:tJI.I.EK'@  METEaOD 

rOR  THE 

E=X-^:M"C3=":F'C2>E1.'3?E3: 

REVISED    BY 

JULIUS    KK"ORE, 

TRANSLATED  PROJI  TUE  GERMAN  BV 

G.    A.    SCHMITT. 

A.  E.  MULLER  was  the  most  distinguished  Piano-forte 
Teacher  of  his  time,  and  his  works  are  held  in  high  esteem  by 
all  European  professors  of  music. 

JULIUS  KNORR  is  unexcelled  as  an  instructor,  and  is  par- 
ticularly known  for  his  thorough  knowledge  of  tho  mechanical 
properties  of  piano -playing,  and  the  exceeding  aptitude  he 
possesses  for  imparting  to  pupils  a  full  understanding  of  the 
peculiar  requisites  for  finished  execution,  without  which  no 
one  can  attain  any  proficiency  in  the  art. 

MULLER  left  a  monument  to  his  own  memory  in  a  well  pre- 
pared Method  of  Piano  Instruction,  which  has  been  so  revised 
and  adapted  to  the  modern  style  as  to  make  it  a  work  of  un- 
surpassed merit.  Retaining  all  the  fundamental  points  of  the 
origioalj  Knorr  has  constructed  a  fabric  of  his  own,  of  the 
most  authentic  and  thorough  nature.  His  tact  in  so  arranging 
material  for  scholar-}  as  to  make  it  of  the  greatest  possible 
advantage,  and  at  just  the  time  when  required,  is  well  dis- 
played iu  this  work. 

The  joint  production  of  two  such  eminently  practical  teach- 
ers cannot  be  other  than  an 

ELABORATE,  THOROUGH  AND  UNIQUE 

EMDRACIKG 

EVERY   EEdUISITE 
For  each  grade  of  Tuition  and  Practice. 

This  -wn-k  contains 

kLL  THE  SS§TBlieTt@K§ 

To  be  found  in 
KNORR'S     PREVIOUS     WORKS, 

Together  with  many 

"Which  the  author  has  found  of  tho 

UTMOST  IMPORTANCE  IN  HIS  EXPERIENCE  AS 
A  TEACHER. 

This  translation  has  been  made  by  a  German  teacher,  who 
brought  to  the  task  the  results  of  a  long  experience  in  Piano- 
forte teaching,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europo, 

The  German  Text  will  be  found  valuable  to  many  Teachers 
and  Scholars. 

The  work  is  comprised  in  170  large  quarto  pages. 

Complete,  TSvo  Parts  in  ouc, $3, 

Separate  Parts,  eaclt $3- 

The  FIRST  PART  contains  the  Elements  of  Music,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  Piauo  ;  a  systematic  synopsis  of  the  Rules  of 
Fingering;  explanations  of  different  modes  of  Musical  Elocu- 
tion ;  interwoven  in  all  of  whiih  is  a  useful  Guide  to  the 
Teacher. 

The  SECOND  PART  treats  of  Mechanical  Matters,  or  all 
that  belongs  to  the  department  of  Fingering  exclusively. 
More  fully  carried  out  by  Knorr  in  this,  than  in  any  of  his 
other  works. 

Published  by  OLIVER  DITSOINT,  Boston: 

Berry  &  Gordon,   New  York:    J.  E.  Goold,  Philadelphia: 
D.  A.  Truax,  Cincinnati :  and  by  Music  Dealers  genefaily. 

fCT^Copies  can  be  sent  by  mail. 
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In  all  its  various  branches, 

NEATLT    AHD    PROMPTLY   EXECUTED, 
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[Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Review  of  tie  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY    A.    OULIBICHEFF. 
(Continued  from  p.  75  ) 

The  Middle  Age  bequeathed  to  early  civiliza- 
tion two  forms,  which  contained  all  that  there  had 
ever  been  of  learned  music :  the  Clioral  Song 
and  the  Canon.  These  forms  possessed  nothing 
that  could  flatter  the  ear,  whether  taken  together 
or  separately.  The  Choral  Song  without  the  Canon 
was  as  yet  no  music ;  with  the  Canon  it  ceased  to 
exist ;  and  the  Canon  itself  was  nothing  more  than 


a  sonorous  noise,  which  drowned  the  Latin  of  the 
liturgy  ;  a  loss  the  more  to  be  lamented,  since  no 
musical  interpretation  of  the  words  took  its  place. 
Things  went  on  worse  from  day  to  day,  till  finally, 
about  the  middle  of  the  si.xteenth  century,  the 
patience  of  the  hearers  was  worn  out,  and  reason 
had  begun  to  be  awake.  All  cried  out  against  a 
music  of  this  sort,  excepting  those  who  made  it. 
Away  with  the  Canon,  was  the  cry,  and  probably 
musicians  thought  to  themselves.  Away  too  with  the 
Choral  Song  !  But  the  Choral  Song  was  nearly  as 
old  as  Christendom ;  the  Canon  also  numbered 
many  years.  Could  men  for  several  centuries 
pursue  a  scientific  path,  which  was  to  be  without 
present  profit  and  entirely  fruitless  for  the  future? 
That  were  admitting  that  Humanity  could  lose 
its  time,  like  a  single  man,  which  is  not  possible. 
In  the  collective  striving  of  the  human  mind  there 
is  nothing  absolutely  unprofitable;  but  we  often 
pronounce  false  what  passes  before  our  eyes  and 
ears,  judging  like  the  reader  of  a  book  without 
the  conclusion,  or  the  spectator  of  the  drama 
without  its  denouement.  If  the  book  appears  un- 
intelligible, or  the  drama  absurd  and  immoral,  it 
is  because  the  last  chapters  or  the  last  acts  are 
wanting,  which  would  explain  and  justify  the 
whole ;  and  therefore  is  contemporaneous  history, 
whether  it  treat  of  music  or  of  other  matters, 
always  hard  to  write.  He  who  should  have  un- 
dertaken /as  a  lover  of  music  to  judge  of  the 
merits,  the  productive  energy  of  the  Roman 
Choral  Song  before  Palestrina,  would  certainly 
have  very  much  deceived  himself;  he,  who  as 
professor  of  ^Esthetics  should  have  undertaken  to 
weigh  the  significance  of  the  fugue  before  Handel 
and  Bach,  or  without  knowing  them,  as  J.  J. 
Rousseau  has  done,  would  have  deceived  himself 
not  less ;  and  these  errors  in  judgment  would 
appear  the  more  gross,  the  better  judge  the  man 
might  be  for  his  own  century. 

Through  the  labors  of  the  Belgian  and  Flemish 
masters,  the  contrapuntists  had  at  length  acquired 
that  certainty  and  mechanical  facility,  which 
allowed  them,  in  spite  of  the  enormous  weights, 
which  seemed  to  clog  their  every  step,  to  move 
with  a  certain  ease  and  grace.  Already  had 
Counterpoint  become  more  pliant  and  Harmony 
somewhat  purified  and  in  a  condition  to  cooperate 
toward  the  true  end  of  Music.  The  hour  had 
struck  of  a  glorious  new  birth  for  Music,  but  above 
all  for  the  Chora!  Song;  that  was  the  oldest  and 
had  waited  for  it  more  than  a  thousand  years.  It 
was  no  more  than  fair ! 


In  the  year  of  grace  15G5  God  commanded  his 
servant  Aloysius  of  Prasneste  to  quicken  this  dull 
form  of  the  Choral  Song  with  the  breath  of  genius; 
and  Aloysius  replied  :  "  Lord,  thy  will  be  done ;" 
and  the  transformed  Church  Song  again  resounded 
like  the  chorus  of  the  angels;  sublime  church  music 
appeared  in  a  holy  crown  of  rays.  The  pope,  the 
cardinals,  tlie  whole  people  threw  themselves 
down  at  the  feet  of  the  immortal  man.  Let  us 
too  bow  before  the  great  name  of  Palestrina, 
the  honor  of  the  Catholic  church  and  the  glory  of 
Italy.  Hail  to  the  godlike  man,  whom  Greece 
would  have  exalted  among  her  gods,  had  he  been 
one  of  her  sons  I  He  came,  and  the  hod-carriers 
of  Harmony  made  way  for  the  master  builder ; 
through  his  voice  the  shapeless  materials,  collected 
with  so  much  pains  since  the  time  of  Ambrose 
and  Gregory,  were  united  in  a  temple  of  the 
most  imposing  majesty;  Music,  but  now  almost 
dumb,  although  euphonious,  begins  to  speak,  and 
the  human  soul  responds.  She  speaks  of  God, 
as  if  first  of  all  to  thank  Him,  that  He  has  given 
her  a  language.  The  musical  sceptre,  hitherto 
borne  provisionally  by  the  Netherlanders,  passed 
from  this  moment  over  into  the  hands  of  the 
Italians,  there  to  remain  for  two  centuries,  by 
the  most  legitimate  and  undisputed  claim. 

Palestrina  could  be  divided  into  several  great 
musicians.  In  the  first  place  you  find  in  him  the 
scholar  of  the  Flemish  school,  surpassing  all  his 
teachers  as  a  contrapuntist ;  then  the  madrigalist, 
who  strove  perhaps  primarily  to  express  the  words ; 
and  then  the  creator  of  the  style,  which  bears  his 
name,  and  which  was  formerly  called  Alia  Capelta. 
We  have  to  speak  of  him  only  in  this  last  capacity  ; 
in  a  relation,  therefore,  which  makes  him  a  unique 
man  in  his  way.  For  the  rest,  the  age  was  not 
yet  ripe,  either  for  the  fugue,  or  for  expressive 
melody.  For  us,  Palestrina  is  the  Choral  Song 
become  Harmony  according  to  the  true  character 
of  church  music,  as  we  find  it  in  the  Improperia, 
and  still  more  in  the  Stabnt  Muter,  which  is  sung 
on  Palm  Sunday,  in  the  Sixtine  Chapel  at  Rome. 
Since  through  him  we  come  upon  the  first  great 
revolution  in  Art,  the  origin  of  real  music,  and 
since  Palestrina  forms  the  bond,  by  which  the 
dead  works  of  calculation  are  united  to  the  works 
produced  by  feeling,  taste,  imagination,  we  must 
inquire  wherein  the  alia  capella  style  was  distin- 
guished from  what  went  before,  and  in  what  it  is 
distinguished  from  the  modern  music. 

In  its  outward  form  the  alia  capella  style  repro- 
duced the  united  counterpoint  of  the  fourteenth 
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century,  which  the  masters  of  the  fifteenth  scorned 
to  employ,  or  only  very  seldom  employed,  and 
which  with  a  certain  contemptuousness  they 
named  styhfamil'mre.  But  Palestrina  introduced 
into  it  a  more  closely  interwoven  and  correct 
harmony ;  he  mingled  with  it  a  lifrht  dose  of 
canonical  seasoning,  which  elevated  the  composi- 
tion, without  harming  the  w_ords;  and  instead  of 
banishing  the  canto  fermo  into  the  middle  part, 
he  transferred  it  to  the  upper  part,  where  it  could 
unfold  itself  more  freely  and  more  enchain  the 
attention  of  the  ear.  That  was  restoring  the 
leading  melody  to  its  right  of  singing,  and  open- 
ing a  path,  in  which  no  one  of  the  predecessors  of 
the  Roman  Swan  had  before  travelled.  The 
distinction  between  him  and  the  modern  com- 
posers, who,  considered  with  reference  to  the 
time  of  Palestrina,  begin  with  the  melodists  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  lies  particularly  in  their 
choice  of  chords. 

That  there  may  be  some  unity  of  melody  and 
key  in  a  work,  which  is  an  almost  indispensable 
condition  of  all  modern  music,  the  harmony  must 
be  composed  of  the  different  kinds  of  Trichords,' 
Seventh  and  Ninth  chords,  which  have  their  seat 
in  the  diatonic  intervals  of  the  scale  chosen  by 
the  composer.  If  he  passes  over  into  another 
scale,  to  tarry  there  awhile,  another  family  of 
chords  follows  upon  the  first  and  for  the  time 
being  governs  the  modulation,  until  the  return  of 
the  original  key,  whose  absence  must  not  last  too 
long,  lest  the  ear  become  too  accustomed  to  a  foreign 
land,  so  that  it  will  hardly  recognize  itself  in  its 
own,  when  it  gets  back.  This  is  the  system  of 
modern  intonation,  the  true  and  perfect  system, 
which  gives  for  every  major  scale  15,  and  for 
every  minor  scale  12  principal  or  radical  chords  ;* 
which  chords,  multiplied  by  all  their  respective 
transpositions,  place  unlimited  means  in  the  con- 
trol of  the  composer,  whereby  he  can  vary  the 
harmony  within  the  limits  of  the  scale,  without 
the  necessity  of  striking  a  single  chord  that  is 
foreign  to  it.  The  whole  mass  of  these  auxiliary 
and  related  chords,  which  have  only  a  dependent 
existence  and  a  relative  importance,  since  they 
do  not  subsist  on  their  own  account,  but  always 
end  in  the  perfect  chord  of  the  scale,  into  which 
they  resolve,  represents .  the  revolving  movement 
of  a  system  around  its  centre  of  gravity  ;  it  forms 
the  harmonic  unity  and  homogeneousness  of  a 
piece. 

A  melody  may  express  anything  or  nothing 
by  itself,  unless  it  flows  from  the  feeling  of  the 
modal  relation,  of  which  we  have  spoken  ;  on  the 
other  hand,  since  there  are  in  every  melody  in- 
definite notes,  which  leave  the  ear  in  uncertainty 
about  their  origin,  inasmuch  as  they  admit  of 
several,  often  very  different,  interpretations,  the 
presence  of  the  chord  is  indispensable  to  the 
determining  of  their  sense  and  character.  Herein 
lies  the  whole  science  of  the  Harmonist.  Such  a 
wealth  of  means  of  expression  through  harmony 
was  still  infinitely  far  from  the  time  in  which 
Palestrina  lived — about  as  far  as  the  precision, 
the  boldness,  the  variety  and  grace  of  contours, 
which  shine  in  the  outlines  of  the  modern  music. 
Most  of  the  auxiliary  chords  were  unknown  to 
him.  He  knew  indeed  the  Dominant  Seventh 
chord  ;  he  has  in  fact  employed  it  without  pre- 
paration and  with  all  its  intervals;  but  this  kind 
of  harmony  appears  in  his  music  only  as  a  rare 

*  According  to  tlie  classification  of  Godfrey  Weber, 
which  seems  to  me  the  best  so  far. 


accident  or  a  thing  of  instinct.  His  customary 
and  systematic  progression  consists  in  a  scries  of 
perfect  major  and  minor  chords,  mixed  with  a  few 
chords  of  the  Sixth,  between  which  there  exists  so 
slight  a  modal  afl^nity,  that  you  cannot  throurrh 
them  recognize  the  key.  Barely  are  you  pointed  to 
the  scale  of  the  piece  by  now  and  then  a  half-tone 
lying  below  the  Tonic,  or  a  Seventh.  Neverthe- 
less Palestrina's  harmony  in  general  is  pure,  by 
means  of  the  great  correctness  in  the  movement 
of  the  voices.  Notes  will  show  all  this  much 
better  than  words  can  describe  it.  I  fancy,  a 
musician  of  the  present  day  should  be  able  to 
give  at  or.ce  a  harmonic,  but  quite  simple  and 
natural,  explanation  of  the  four  following  meas- 
ures .of  Choral  Song. 
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Sta  -  bat      Ma  -  ter    do  -  -  -  -  lo  -  ro    -    sa. 

It  will  be  seen,  that  nothing  can  be  more  am- 
biguous than  the  key  of  this  fragment.  Is  it  in 
C,  or  in  F,  or  in  G  major,  or  in  A  minor?  It 
may  be  either,  for  all  that  appears.  I  decide  for 
F,  and  quickly  fill  out  my  four  lines  thus: 
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That  is  very  simple,  very  natural.  Yes  indeed, 
you  will  reply,  so  much  so  that  it  is  scarcely 
worth  the  pains  to  listen  to  it.  Insignificant  mel- 
ody, commonplace  harmony.  Well  then,  since 
you  are  not  satisfied  with  my  labor,  hear  Pales- 
trina; perhaps  you  will  be  more  pleased  with 
this : 
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How  does  that  sound  ? — Beautiful,  sublime, 
heavenly !  That  music  is  not  of  this  earth ;  it 
comes  in  fact  from  heaven.  Yes,  Palestrina  is 
sublime  precisely  for  the  knowledge,  which  the 
musicians  of  his  time  had  not;  as  the  Bible  is 
sublimely  above  all  that  depended  on  the  wealth 
of  languages  and  the  metaphysical  culture  of  the 
times  in  which  it  was  written.  Observe  well, 
that  with  a  more  melodious  and  expressive  canti- 
lena, a  harmony  like  this  of  Palestrina's  would 
be  impossible ;  it  holds  only  in  the  Choral  Song, 
which  on  its  part  rejects  as  trivial  and  ordinary 
all  the  combinations  of  chords,  that  belong  to 
ornamental  melody.  Palestrina  makes  as  yet  no 
division  of  the  verbal  phrases;  the  effect  of  his 
purely  harmonious  song  is  like  the  impressions  of 
an  aBolian  harp.  His  solemn  trichords  fall  upon 
one  another  at  equal  intervals,  without  character- 
istic rhythm,  and  resound  like  the  voice  of  God, 
that  tri-une  God,  of  whom  the  harmonic  Trichord 
seems  to  be  one  of  the  most  unfathomable  ma- 
terial emblems.  Here  are  none  or  almost  none 
of  those  connecting  chords,  whereby  might  be 
expressed  some  causality  and  mutual  dependence 
between  the  grand  revelations  of  the  absolute; 
none  of  those  wanton  or  pathetic  dissonances, 
types  of  our  momentary  happiness,  our  transient 
or  excited  humor;  no  rhythm,  following  the  flight 
of  time,  measured  by  the  pulsations  of  a  mortal 
heart ;  in  a  word,  nothing  that  awakens  a  worldly 
thought  and  speaks  the  language  of  fleshly  pas- 
sions. This  is  a  church  music,  than  which  no 
one  ever  composed  a  truer.  It  contains  abso- 
lutely no  admixture  of  profanity;  it  wears  an 
eternal  beauty,  since  it  rests  .upon  something  un- 
changeable, or  so  to  sa}',  upon  the  elementary 
application  of  the  Accord ;  it  is  antique,  and  that 
IS  one  of  its  most  precious  excellences,  since  its 
antiquity  knows  no  age,  which  enhances  every- 
thing and  contributes  so  powerfully  to  the  rever- 
ence one  cherishes  for  sacred  things.  And  in 
fact  time  has  made  Palestrina  young.  His  mod- 
ulation, so  original  and  striking  to-day,  must  have 
been  much  less  so,  or  not  at  all  so  in  the  sixteenth 
century,  as  they  generally  modulated  in  this  way. 
To  grow  young  through  years — is  not  that  an  alto- 
gether extraordinary  fate,  especially  for  a  musician! 
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Thus  was  realized  the  oldest  and  most  sublime 
of  all  the  expressions  of  music,  the  religious  or 
Christian  Church  expression.  It  was  no  more 
than  riglit,  that  an  Art  born  upon  the  altars  of 
Christianity,  whose  long  and  refractory  ohildhood 
the  Church  alone,  like  a  tender  mother,  had  pro- 
tected, should  lay  the  firstlings  of  its  majority 
upon  those  same  altars.  Music  in  this  was  doing  . 
no  more  than  her  sister  Arts,  Painting  and 
Architecture,  also  revived  through  the  church, 
and  that  entirely  in  the  true  Christian  spirit,  ad 
majoreni  gloriam  Dei. 

We  have  yet  to  remark  in  passing,  that  the 
si.xteenth  century  was  the  epoch  of  the  brief 
glory  of  a  nation,  which  to-day  has  acquired 
other  titles  to  consideration,  and  easily  consoles 
itself  for  the  inability  to  produce  great  artists,  by 
the  fact  that  it  can  pay  those  fi-om  abroad  better 
than  any  other  nation.  If  Palestrina  had  rivals 
in  his  time,  we  must  seek  them  in  England.  There 
shone  the  admirable  Tallis,  and  his  yet  more 
admirable  scholar,  William  Bird.  He  was 
organist  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  could  not  there- 
fore as  a  Protestant,  under  the  influence  of  the 
reformed  cultus,  soar  to  the  majestic  simplicity 
and  the  lofty  ecclesiastical  expression  of  the 
Roman  master;  on  the  other  hand,  as  a  contra- 
puntist he  was  perhaps  superior  to  Palestrina.  In 
his  fiigued  song  lies  more  character,  melody  and 
sonority  than  I  have  been  able  to  discover  in 
that  of  any  composer  of  his  time ;  for  which 
reason  his  harmony  at  times  comes  nearer  to  the 
modern  harmony.  The  work  of  his,  which  Bur- 
ney  mentions,  would  be  worthy  in  every  respect 
of  an  organist  of  our  time,  supposing  there  were 
one  now  with  ability  to  write  in  forty  parts. 
Only  forty  parts,  no  more  I 

Soon  after  Tallis  and  Bird,  the  English  music, 
which  had  kept  even  pace  with  the  Italian,  suc- 
cumbed to  -the  Vandal  fury  of  the  Puritans. 
These  must  have  pulled  it  all  up  by  the  very 
roots,  for  there  has  been  no  growth  since.  Only 
PUKCELL  escaped  the  general  devastation. 
England,  which  for  fifty  years  had  only  sighed 
and  sung  psalms,  held  this  man  at  first  for  a  God; 
but  Purcell  glimmered  only  for  a  moment,  like 
a  rainbow  after  a  storm,  to  be  obscured  by  the 
beams  of  Handel,  that  great  light,  that  ascended 
over  Albion  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  century. 
[To  be  continued,] 

Mendelssohn. 

[From  the  German  of  W.  A.  Lampadius.] 
(Concluded  from  last  Number, ) 

None,  who  have  followed  Mendelssohn  in  his 
various  fields  of  exertion,  can  wonder  that,  on  his 
return  to  Leipsic,  he  felt  in  need  of  repose  and 
relaxation.  Once  more,  however,  he  shared  the 
direction  of  the  Gewandhaus  meetings  with  Gade, 
and  succeeded  in  bringing  the  B  flat  and  F  sym- 
phonies of  Beethoven  to  perfection.  He  con- 
ducted the  former,  for  the  last  time,  or\  the  llth 
of  March,  having  previously  introduced  to  the 
public  a  new  symphony  by  Robert  Schumann. 
The  season  was  remarkable  chielly  for  Mendels- 
sohn's having  discarded  novelty,  and  adhering 
generally  to  the  works  of  the  old  masters.  Mine. 
Dulcken  and  Clara  Schumann  played  two  of 
Mendelssohn's  concertos,  and  once  we  heard  his 
overture,  the  Meeresstille  unil  Gluckliche  Fahrt ; 
-but,  even  in  the  series  of  his  Historical  Concerts, 
which  professed  to  give  specimens  of  the  earliest 
and  latest,  Mendelssohn  was  not  once  represented, 
to  the  great  disappointment  of  the  subscribers. 
He  wa"  now  forbidden  by  his  physician  to  play  in 
public ;  his  nervousness  increased,  and  he  com- 


plained of  violent  headaches.  It  was  with  great 
difficulty  that  he  could  be  induced  to  superintend 
the  rehearsals,  and  conduct  the  oratorio,  of  St. 
Paul,  which  was  performed,  for  the  last  time  under 
his  direction,  in  the  Paulinerkirche,  on  Gooil 
Friday,  1847.  He  exphiiued  his  comparative 
retirement  from  public  life  by  the  best  of  excuses. 
"  He  wished,"  he  said,  "  to  use  the  remainder  of 
his  time  in  composing.  He  should  work  till  forty 
years  old,  and  then  rest."  Always  true  to  his 
engagements,  he  once  more  appeared  in  England, 
conformable  with  his  promise  to  the  Exeter  Hall 
Society,  which  seemed  determined,  if  possible,  to 
rival  the  great  ])erformance  at  Birmingham  we 
have  alluded  to  in  a  former  number.  At  the  end 
of  April,  Elijah  was  conducted  by  the  great  com- 
poser, in  London,  three  times,  and  once  at  Bir- 
mingham. On  the  llth  of  May,  at  the  Philhar- 
monic Concerts,  the  music  to  A  Mir/summer 
Nigitl's  Dream  was  reproduced,  and  Mendelssolin 
played  the  (i  major  concerto  of  Beethoven,  with 
extempore  cadenzas  as  usual. 

Mendelssohn  was  glad  to  return  to  Frankfort, 
and  find  himself  restored  to  the  bosom  of  his 
family,  now  in  great  affiiction  at  the  sudden  death 
of  Mme.  Heiisel,  the  Fanny  Mendelssohn  of 
former  days.  Mendelssohn  had  doted  on  this 
sister,  and  it  is  said  that,  when  tlie  news  was 
brought  him,  he  uttered  a  piercing  cry  of  anguish. 
Her  death  was  almost  instantaneous.  She  was 
listening  to  a  rehearsal  of  the  choruses  in  the 
second  part  of  the  Fauxt — a  subject  which  she 
had  selected  for  her  own  musical  compositions— 
when  she  was  attacked  on  a  sudden  by  some  in- 
ternal disorder,  and  sank  lifeless  on  her  seat. 
Her  brother  was  fearfully  prostrated  l)y  this  loss. 
He  had  loved  her  in  no  ordinary  manner.  They 
"had  composed  together  as  children,  and  in  riper 
years  also;  nor'  is  it  ascertained,  in  the  early 
written  songs,  which  were  written  by  the  sister, 
and  which  by  the  brother — for  so  constahtly  had 
they  mutually  communicated  their  ideas  on  musi- 
cal subjects,  that  each  availed  herself  or  himself 
of  what  they  considered  common  property.  It  is 
certain  that,  after  this  sad  event,  Mendelssohn's 
physical  powers  rapidly  declined,  and  fits  of  de- 
spondency were  succeeded  by  violent  pains  in  the 
head,  caused,  as  his  physician  stated,  by  the 
bursting  of  a  small  blood-vessel.  Pressure  of 
blood  on  the  brain  was,  doubtless,  the  cause  of  all 
that  he  complained  of  and  we  cannot  wonder  that 
this  hastened  his  early  end — attributed  by  some 
(surely,  too  fancifully)  to  his  grief  for  the  death 
of  Fanny  Henseh  I  doubt  not  of  the  sincerity 
and  depth  of  that  brother's  affliction ;  but  I  am 
sure  its  "  moderation  was  known  unto  all  men," 
and  that  it  was  softened  by  the  consciousness  of 
possessing  much  that  was  near  and  dear  unto  him, 
as  well  as  by  the  remembrance  of  a  vocation  so 
noble  and  beneficial  to  others,  that  it  would  rouse 
him  at  once  from  any  selfish  indulgence  of  pro- 
tracted sorrow.  His  ceaseless  activity  acted  pre- 
maturely on  a  finely  organized  system ;  and,  in 
his  latter  days,  so  susceptible  was  he  of  the  power 
of  music,  that  he  could  seldom  listen  without  weep- 
ing. "  Let  me  still  work  on,"  were  his  constant 
words  to  his  wife,  when  she  begged  him  to  rest — 
"  the  time  of  my  rest  vvill  soon  come."  Nor  was 
he  free  from  this  presentiment  of  his  approaching 
end,  when  addressing  his  friends  thus — "  I  must 
use  the  present  time  which  is  allotted  me :  I  can- 
not tell  how  long  it  will  last." 

Matters  grew  more  distressing,  and  though,  for 
a  time,  he  looked  for  the  remedy  of  his  pain  in 
redoubled  exertion,  the  effort  seems  to  have  been 
a  fruitless  one,  as  we  find  him  writing  to  a  friend — 
"  1  can  now  only  work  mechanically."  He  [lassed 
some  time  at  Baden-Baden,  and  then  moved  on 
to  Switzerland,  where  Nature,  in  all  her  grandeur, 
seems  to  have  called  forth  awhile  the  original 
vigor  and  energy  of  his  genius.  He  at  first  in- 
tended to  go  to  Vevay  and  Geneva,  but,  in  conse- 
quence of  political  disturbances  in  those  parts,  he 
sought  a  more  retired  corner  of  Switzerland,  and 
settled,  with  his  family,  finally  at  luterlaken,  the 
lovely  spot  which  lies  between  the  peaceful  lakes 
of  Thun  and  Brienze.  Here  he  worked  unin- 
terruptedly all  the  day  long,  though  occasionally 
he  passed  whole  days  in  wandering  over  the 
mountains.     Two  great  works  were  engrossing  his 


chief  thoughts  in  composition — an  oratorio,  Cliris- 
/us,  and  an  opera,  Loreli/,  for  which  Emanuel 
Geibel  had  written  the  lilirelto.  The  scheme  of 
the  oratorio  was  on  the  grandest  scale.  It  was  to 
contain  three  parts,  our  Lord's  life  on  Earth,  His 
death  and  burial,  and  ascension  to  Heaven.  Iso- 
lated pieces  of  this  work  have  been  lately  pub- 
lished, and  Lorely  is  represented  by  a  solitary 
fragment  in  the  shape  of  a  finale  and  one  act  of 
the  opera.  After  writing,  besides  these  pieces, 
two  stringed  quartets  in  F  minor  and  D  minor, 
motets,  and  songs,  he  returned  to  Leipsic,  on  the 
15th  of  September.  A  friend  assured  me  that  he 
was  then  in  tolerable  s|)irits,tlioug!i  he  complained 
of  the  oppressive  atmosphere  of  Leipsic. 

We  find  Mendelssohn  next  at  Berlin,  where 
he  remained  eight  days  with  his  brother  and  sister. 
The  place  and  time  were  full  of  painful  associa- 
tions, but  his  spirits  did  not  fail  him  entirely,  for 
he  often  alluded  with  pleisure  to  the  proposed 
performance  of  Elijah  at  Vienna  and  also  at 
Leipsic,  where  he  hoped  to  conduct  the  rehearsals. 
He  consented,  too,  to  hear  one  of  the  great  vocal- 
ists of  the  age  sing  through  the  chief  soprano 
part  in  the  oratorio;  and,  on  the  9th  of  O  tober, 
he  presented  his  friend  with  a  new  numlier  of 
songs,  among  them  the  Vergangen  ist  der  lichte 
Taij,  of  Eichendorf,  Ins  last  com|)Osition.  In  this 
piece,  he  is  said  to  have  constantly  thought  of  his 
deceased  sister;  and,  on  his  friend  singing  at  his 
request  the  song  we  speak  of,  he  turned  pale,  and 
was  seized  with  a  fainting  fit,  which  deprived  him 
of  consciousness.  He  was  taken  home  and  put 
to  bed  directly.  On  the  28th  of  October,  he  had 
partially  recovered  from  his  attack,  and  was  suffi- 
ciently well  to  walk  with  his  wife.  But  the  same 
fit  seized  him  again  shortly  after  this  time,  and 
with  increased  violence.  He  lay  as  before,  mo- 
tionless and  bereft  of  consciousness,  and,  on  com- 
ino-  to  himself,  complained  to  his  physician  of  the 
violent  pains  in  his  head.  Hope  was  not  entirely 
given  up,  though  the  extreme  danger  was  unde- 
niable. In  his  few  conscious  moments  and  relief 
from  wandering,  he  answered  several  questions, 
and  appeared  to  recognize  the  faces  of  those 
standing  by  his  bedside.  None  can  ever  forget 
the  grief  and  consternation  expressed  in  Q\'n\-y 
face  that  met  one  in  the  public  thoroughfares. 
Each  inquired  anxiously  as  for  a  dear  friend,  and 
many  and  earnest  were  the  prayers  offered  to 
God  for  his  recovery  ;  but  God  iu  his  wisdom  had 
decreed  otherwise. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  a  fatal  attack  so 
utterly  deprived  Mendelssohn  of  consciousness, 
that  he  never  again  recovered  it,  and.  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  that  month 
he  breathed  his  last,  peacefully,  and  without  any 
appearance  of  pain  or  physical  sufi'ering.  Shortly 
after  death,  his  fine  features  recovered  their  usual 
serenity  of  expression,  and,  for  the  first  few 
hours  after  the  spirit  had  quitted  its  tenement, 
his  nearest  friends  could  scarce  be  persuaded  that 
the  sleep  was  one  from  which  he  could  not  awake 
— so  olten  love  and  hope  are  self-deceivers. 
Beiidcmaim  and  Iliihncr  painted  pictures  of  him, 
and  Kiiaur,  the  sculptor,  took  a  cast  of  the  face. 
Grief  for  the  loss  of  the  great  man  seemed  incon- 
solable. Ii  fell  on  all  like  a  public  calamity,  and 
hundreds  of  mourners  pressed  onwards  to  the 
house,  to  take  a  last  look  at  that  beloved  counte- 
nance which  had  beamed  and  smiled  on  them  so 
often.  He  lay  peacefully  in  his  narrow  bed, 
decked  around  with  palm  branches  and  laurel 
crowns,  the  pious  ofl'erings  of  afl'ection  and  em- 
blems of  his  earthly  glory. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  at  lour  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  a  Todtenfeier  took  place  in  the  church 
of  St.  Paul.  The  hearse  was  drawn  by  lour 
horses,  and  a  profusion  of  flowers  and  laurels 
waved  over  the  coffin.  Schumann,  David,  Gaile, 
Hau,itmann,  Rieiz,  and  Moscheles,  were  pall- 
bearers. A  procession  walked  beloie  the  coffin, 
consisting  of  the  memfjers  of  the  orchestra,  pupils 
of  the  Conservatory,  Mendelssohn's  nearest  rela- 
tions, the  clergy,  representatives  of  the  govern- 
ment, city,  and  university,  several  officers  in 
uniform,  and  a  long  train  of  those  who  loved  and 
honored  the  great  man's  memory.  With  slow 
and  solemn  step  the  cortege  reached  the  church. 
The  coffin  was  placed  in  a  black  catafalque,  lit 
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with  tapers,  and  tlie  mng  in  E  minor  from  the 
fifth  number  of  the  Licder  oline  Warte,  set  by 
Bloschelcs  for  wind  instruments,  immediately  be- 
pan.  The  orjranist  then  preluded  on  that  passajie 
in  the  Aniignne,  where  Creon  brintrs  in  the  dead 
body  of  his  son  Hoemon.  After  tliis,  one  of  tlie 
members  of  the  Conservatory .  plat-ed  a  laurel 
ci'own  at  tlie  foot  of  the  coffin,  the  sipinal  for  a 
chorus  in  which  all  joined,  Erkenne  mick,  mein 
Hater.  Then  followed  the  chor.de  from  St.  Paid, 
"  To  Thee,  O  Lord,  I  yield  my  Spirit."  A  short 
but  impressive  address,  ended  by  a  prayer,  was 
delivered  by  the  olficiatin^  priest,  Mr.  Howard, 
when  the  choir  <iave  the  chorus  after  the  burial  of 
St.  Stephen,  "  See,  we  count  them  happy  which 
have  endured."  The  ble.ssinjt  was  then  piven, 
and  the  final  chorus  from  Bac^h's  PaKsions  Miisik 
endeil  this  impo.><inii  ceremony.  When  the  crowds 
had  left  the  church,  a  solitary  figure,  clad  in  deep 
mournini.  was  seen  to  enter,  and  kneel  by  the 
coffin  in  silent  devotion.  It  was  she,  the  lovinpr 
partner  of  Mendelssohn's  joys  and  sorrows,  who 
came  to  pay  the  -last  tribute  of  earthly  affection. 
The  precious  remains  were  removed  bj' night  to 
Berlin.  When  tho'train  ai rived,  during;  raidnight, 
at  Cbthen,  a  number  of  musicians  received  it 
with  a  chorale,  and  at  Dessau,  an  hour  afterwards, 
Frederick  Schneider,  the  venerable  Nestor  of 
musicians,  appeared  uncovered  on  the  platform 
of  the  station,  and  a  body  of  sinpers  ready  with  a 
dirge  composed  by  the  old  man  for  the  occasion. 
At  last,  the  coffin  was  brought  to  Berlin,  and  met 
by  the  cathedral  choir  with  the  chorale,  Jesus, 
meine  Zuver.iichl.  The  same  sad  strain  was  re- 
peated as  the  funeral  train  moved  on  to  the 
churchyard,  where  a  solemn  ovation  was  made  by 
Berduscheck,  preceding  the  hymn,  Wie  sic  so 
sanft  riihn,  and  a  composition  by  Grell,  "  Christ 
is  the  Resurrection."  The  coffin  was  then  lowered 
into  the  family  vault,  where  Mendelssohn  sleeps 
peacefully  by  his  sieter's  side. 

Seldom  have  e.xpressions  of  public  sorrow 
been  so  marked  at  the  death  of  any  artist  in  an- 
cient or  modern  times,  and  I  can  only  compare 
the  general  feeling  with  that  on  the  death  of 
Raphael,  as  related  by  Vasari.  In  England,  as 
well  as  Germany,  there  were  demonstrations  in 
honor  of  Mendelssohn's  memory.  Taubert,  the 
capellmeister  at  Berlin,  arranged  a  programme 
with  a  view  to  remind  the  Berlinese  of  what  Ger- 
many had  lost.  After  the  funeral  march  from  the 
Eroica,  a  symphony  of  Beethoven,  and  a  Kyrie, 
the  symphony  in  A  minor,  the  overtures  to  the 
"  Hebrides,"  and  "A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream," 
a  psalm  acnpdia,  and  the  song,  Es  ist  bestimml 
in  Gotles  Rnlh,  were  given,  the  last  five  pieces 
being  the  works  of  Mendelssohn. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  "  Elijah  "  was  given 
for  the  first  time  in  Vienna.  All  the  solo  singers 
and  members  of  the  ciiorus  were  dressed  in  deep 
mournmg,  and  the  desk  where  Mendelssohn  was 
to  have  conducted  his  own  oratorio  was  hung 
with  black  crape.-  On  it  were  placed  a  copy  of 
the  score  and  a  single  chaplet  of  laurels,  while 
Schmidt  directed  the  performance  from  another 
desk  in  front  of  the  orchestra.  On  the  1  7th  of 
November,  the  same  oratorio  was  given  at  E.\>'- 
ter  Hall,  in  London,  in  piam  memnriam  of  the 
musiiian,  \vho,  "though  dead,  yet  speakelli." 
The  Dead  March  in  "  Saul "  preceded  the  per- 
formance of  "  Elijah,"  and  several  present  ap- 
peared in  mourning.  The  society,  I  hear,  in- 
tends to  erect  a  statue  to  Mendelssohn,  and  the 
Queen  of  England  and  Prince  Albert  have  con- 
tributed liberally  to  the  fund  necessary  to  its 
completion.*  Great  respect  for  his  memory  was, 
of  course,  shown  at  Leipsic.  The  concert,  which 
had  lieen  postponed  in  consequence  of  Mendel- 
sohn's death,  look  place  on  Thursday,  11  th  of 
November.  The  programme  was  headed  with 
these  words,  "  Zum  Geildchtniss  des  entschlnfc.nen 
Mendelssohn  Barllioldy."  The  first  part  com- 
prised the  hymn  of  Luther,  Verleik  uns  Frieden 
gnadiglich,  the  overture  to  Mdusina,  Eichendorfs 
Vergangen  ist  tier  liclile  Tag,  motet,  "  Lord,  now 
lertest  Thou  Thy  servant  depart  in  peace,"  the 
overture  to  "  St.  Paul,"  and  Beethoven's  Eroica. 
The  song  of  Eichendorf  was  given  by  the  artist 
before   alluded   to   as   the   fervent  admirer  and 

*  Good,  confiding  biographer!— Ed.  iond  Mui.  \V07ld.  ■ 


friend  of  the  great  musician.  She  sang  with 
wonderful  self-possession  and  the  deepest  feeling. 
In  the  quartet  of  the  motet,  Schleinitz,  who  had 
not  for  years  appeared  in  public,  took  a  part, 
assisted  by  Pogner  and  Graban  Biinau.  The 
room  was  filled  to  overflowing,  and,  as  crowds  of 
mourners  listened  and  adored,  no  hand  was  up- 
lifted to  applaud,  nor  voice  to  interrupt  the  si- 
i<'nco  so  eloquent  in  itself,  after  the  last  notes 
of  music  only  vibrated  in  the  ears  of  memory. 
Cologne,  Bremen,  Magdeburg,  Frankfort,  Mainz, 
Breslau,  Altenbnrg,  and  many  other  places,  were 
forward  in  testifying  their  respect,  and  kings  and 
(jueens  were  not  slow  in  offering  their  tribute  of 
esteem  for  departed  genius.  The  Queen  of  Eng- 
land, the  Kings  of  Prussia  and.  Sa.xony,  sent  let- 
ters of  sympathy  to  Mendelssohn's  afflicted  widow  ; 
that  of  the  king  of  Sa.Kony  was  in  his  own  hand- 
writing. No  royal  authority  interposed  to  forbid 
a  demonstration  in  honor  of  the  artist's  memory, 
if  we  except  that  of  the  present  Kurliirst  von 
Hessen.  Let  his  capellmeister,  the  worthy  Spohr 
of  Cassel,  console  himself  with  the  reflection  that 
the  memory  of  his  departed  friend  and  brother 
artist  will  live  as  long  as  hearts  are  found  sus- 
ceptible of  all  that  is  beautiful,  elevating,  and 
good. 


Jenny  Lind  Goldschmidt. 

The  Tribune  has  been  favored  with  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  a  private  letter  from  Vienna  : 

"  A  few  days  since  I  called  at  the  Hotel  zum 
Romischen  Kaiser  to  pay  my  respects  to  Jenny 
Lind  Goldschmidt.  She  has  a  decided  penchant 
for  America  and  Americans;  and,  moreover,  as 
I  happened  to  be  well  acquainted  with  some  of 
her  Boston  frien<ls,  I  was  made  doubly  welcome. 
I  hear  from  a  Viennese  lady  that  Madame  Gold- 
schmidt says  our  country  is  the  best  in  the  world 
to  live  in,  and  she  is  right.  She  informed  me  of 
her  expectation  to  settle  permanently  in  the 
United  States,  mainly  on  account  of  her  child,  a 
bright  litde  boy.  She  has  been  giving  concerts 
in  Vienna  in  a  quiet,  unassuming  way,  .ind 
though  the}'  have  all  been  well  attended  by  the 
nobility  and  rich  burghers,  the  best. tickets  were 
sold  at  the  low  price  of  three  florins,  ($1  50.)  I 
believe  that  Americans  are  willing  to  pay  more 
for  pleasure  than  any  other  people  on  the  globe. 
At  the  late  ball  given  to  the  Aiiperial  pair  by  the 
citizens  of  Vienna,  9,000  tickets  were  given  out 
gratis.  A  gentleman  connected  with  one  of  the 
large  shipping  houses  in  New  York  was  in  the 
city  at  the  time,  and  having  failed  to  secure  a 
free  ticket,  procured  one  from  another  source  by 
paying  150  silver  florins^more,  I  presume,  than 
lias  been  paid  for  a  simple  ball-ticket  since  the 
gay  times  of  the  Vienna  Congress. 

Madame  GoMselunidt  is  a  sincere  admirer  of 
American  institutions,  and,  from  her  short  resi- 
dence among  us,  it  is  astonishing  how  well  she 
has  studied  and  understands  their  spirit.  She 
says  she  expects  great  things  of  the  Americans. 
Her  remarks  about  our  country  and  its  prospects 
were  so  replete  with  practical  sense,  that  in  our 
conversation  of  half  an  hour  I  learned  to  appre- 
ciate our  institutions  more  than  ever,  and  could 
not  help  contrasting  her  sensible  views  with  the 
long  diatiibes  and  transcendental  theories  in  re- 
ference to  the  future  of  America  which  every 
German  sees  fit  to  impose  upon  a  citizen  of  the 
Great  Republic  residing  in  the  fatherland.  Where 
there  is  so  little  virtue,  so  little  regard  for  the 
marriage  relation,  so  little  real  piety  and  so  much 
oppression,  tyranny  and  ignorance  as  on  the  con- 
tinent, and  especially  in  the  Austrian  Empire,  it 
was  delightful  to  hear  from  the  lips  of  such  a 
woman  as  Madame  Goldschmidt  the  unqualified 
praise  of  a  land,  at  the  virtue  and  gallantry 
of  whose  people  European  skeptics  affect  to 
sneer,  and  whose  prosperity  European  politicians 
are  apt  to  regard  as  the  bright  mist  over  a  break- 
ing wave.  She  spoke  of  a  Boston  Sabbath  as  a 
delightful  luxury.  Here  the  Sabbath  is  made  a 
gala-day  by  all  classe".  Public  persons  must 
keep  open  rooms  as  on  other  da)s  of  the  week, 
and  the  people  go  from  the  church  to  the  theatre 
as  if  both  were  dedicated  to  the  Most  High.     The 


delightful   quiet  of  a  New  England    Sabbath  is 
not  to  be  enjoyed  in  Germany. 

The  Jenny  Lind  of  former  days  has  become 
the  dignified  Aiadame  Goldschmidt  of  the  pres- 
ent. She  appears  somewhat  older,  but  retains 
the  frankness  and  simplicity  of  manners  which 
have  characterized  her  above  all  other  artists.  I 
came  away  thinking  of  the  lines  of  Wordsworth, 
and  far  bett".r  pleased  with  my  visit  than  if  I  had 
been  honored  with  a  reception  in  the  Imperial 
Palace  of  the  Hapsburgs.  It  is  rarely  that  one 
finds  a  combination  of  so  many  noble  qualities, 
aside  from  the  supremacy  of  her  art.  There  is 
something  wonderful  in  her  career,  commencing 
as  it  did  in  obscurity  and  want,  and  rising  to  its 
zenith  with  such  unparalleled  brilliancy.  To  a 
Viennese,  who  askt!d  her  not  long  since  how  she 
had  lived  in  Paris,  she  replied,  '  ./e  m'ai  nouris- 
se'e  de  mes  larmes.'  "  J.  o.  k. 


St  tt  s  i  t   Ji  !j  r  fl  a  li . 

Paris. 

Grand  Opera. — JIme.  Tedesco  has  made  her  re- 
nppeRniiice  as  Fides  in  the  Prophcie;  M.  Koger  being 
tlie  Jean  of  Leyden.  Hnlevy's  La  Rtine  de  Chypre  has 
been  revived,  under  tlie  direction  of  tlie  composer, — 
Tedesco,  Roger,  Massol,  &c.,  sustaining  the  principal 
parts.  The  Duke  of  Saxe-Coburg-Gothn's  opera,  Sania 
Chiara,  is  Boon  to  be  produced,  with  Mile.  Cruvelli  and 
M.  Gueymard.  Cruvelli  was  to  return  to  Paris  after  her 
London  engagement  and  make  her  renlree  as  Valentine 
ill  the  Huguenots  on  Friday,  June  2. 

Opera  Cojiique. — Mile.  Eey,  after  a  successful  debul 
in  La  Dame  Bhimhe,  has  appeared  as  the  Filk  (lu  Regi- 
ment. A  new  three-act  opera,  La  Fiancee  du  Biable,  by 
Scribe  and  Victor  Mas?(!.,  is  announced.  L'  Eloik  du 
Nord  cont  nues  still  to  run. 

TnKATRE  Italien.— Sig.  Coppola's  Nina  pnzza  per 
Amore,  an  opera  composed  in  1638,  has  met  with  some 
success,  due  principally  to  the  acting  and  singing  of 
Alboni. 

Theatre  Lyrique.— M  Beyer's  new  opera,  Mmtre 
Wolfram,  has  been  long  in  rehearsal.  Tlie  Minister  of 
the  Interior  has  prolonged  M.  Jules  S^veste's  privilege, 
as  manager,  for  ten  years. 

Two  patrons  of  the  arts,  the  Duke  Edgard  de  Feltre, 
and  his  brother,  the  Count  Alplionse  de  Feltre,  died  a 
short  time  since,  to  tlie  regret  of  all  who  knew  them. 
The  younger  of  tlie  two.  Count  Alphonso  de  Feltre,  was 
passionately  fond  of  music,  which  he  cultivated  with 
great  assiduity.  He  had  lessons  of  Keicha,  and  of  Boiel- 
dieu,  who  frequently  assisted  him  with  his  advice  and 
encouraged  him  by  "his  approval.  The  Count  first  com- 
posed some  light  pieces,  which  have  been  much  praised 
bv  JI.  Fills.  He  subsequently  produced,  with  M.  Scribe, 
a  comic  opera,  Les  Fits  du  Prince,  which  was  successful; 
and  afterwards  composed  the  Incendio  di  Babylonia.  He 
was  just  completing  a  three-act  opera,  when  he  died. 
The  Duke,  who  did  not  long  survive  bim,  has  bequeathed 
his  celebrated  gallery  of  pictures  to  the  town  of  Nantes, 
and  the  municipal  authorities  propn.se  inaugurating  the 
public  opening  with  a  grand  musical  festival,  in  which 
some  of  the  works  of  the  Count  de  Feltre  will  be  exe- 
cuted by  the  principal  artists  of  the  capital.  M.  Aiiber 
has  wriften  to  the  Count's  executors,  asking  them  to  let 
bim  have  a  complete  copy  of  all  the  Connt's productious 
for  the  library  of  the  Coiiservatory  of  Music. 

The  concert,  which  was  to  have  been  given  some  time 
since,  Tor  the  purpose  of  raising  a  monument  to  the  mem- 
ory of  De  Balzac  mid  Friidinc  Soulid,  was  stopped,  in 
consequence  of  an  injunction  obtained  by  De  Balzac's 
widow,  who  said  she  was  rich  enough  to  pay  for  a  monu- 
ment to  her  deceased  husband  from  her  own  pocket. 
The  case  lias  been  brought  to  trial,  and  decided  agaiust 
the  hanglity  widow,  and  the  concert  will  take  place 
shortly.  Among  otlier  things,  M.  Beyer's  Selam  will  be 
performed. 

A  Musical  Picture.— M.  de  Nienwerkerke's  soirees 
inusicnks  have  been  brought  to  a  close,  but  it  appears 
they  are  destined  to  be  perpetuated  by  the  pencil  as  well 
as  the  pen.  The  following  statement  has  appeared  in 
the  Paris  papers:  "A  report  has  been  going  about  that 
M.  Biaril,  whose  name  is  so  popular,  was  employed  on  a 
very  curious  picture,  the  subject  of  which  was  Une 
Siiiree  chtz  M-  Le  Compte' Nirutoerkerke,  in  the  apart- 
ment of  the  Louvre,  where  the  Count's  Friday  recep- 
tions are  held.  The  plan  was  an  excellent  one  for 
biinging  together  on  a  canvass  of  rather  large  dimensions 
— aiiout  seven  feet  long,  by  three-and-a-lialf  high — a 
number  of  existing  celebrities.    The  arrangement  of  the 
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personngcs,  belonging  to  vnvious  classes  of  society,  offers 
a  faitliful  I'cprusentaiion  of  a  friendly  party.  M.  de 
Nienwerkerke  iiiniself,  stationed  ne;ir  tlie  door,  is  receiv- 
ing [lis  guests;  near  him,  several  groups  arc  already 
formed.  The  venerable  M.  Isabey,  Sen,,  is  chatting  with 
M.  Prosper  M^riin(5e  and  President  Baroclic;  M.  Horace 
Vernet  is  presenting  Lieutenant  GiSnird,  the  celebrated 
lion-killer,  to  Baron  Desnoyers;  M.  de  Morny  is  listenmg 
to  M.  Auber,  while,  further  on,  M.M.  Ingres,  Flaudrin, 
and  Meyerbeer  are  engaged  in  a  discussion,  to  which 
Marshal' Magnan  is  lendnig  an  attentive  ear.  M.  Fould 
is  addressing  hini>elf,  with  his  accustomed  urbanity,  to 
several  artists  standing  around  him,  and  M.  Fortoul  is 
holding  a  dissertation  with  certain  well-known  archiEolo- 
gisis.     Scattered  about  the  apartment  are  remarkable 

Eortraits  of  i\lll.  Eug(!ne  Giraud,  Henriquel  Dupont, 
lal^vy,  Fr<*di5ric  de  Mercey,  Camille  Doucet,  and  one 
or  two  ambassadors,  who  are  always  delighted  to  attend 
the  Friday  receptions  in  the  Louvre.  Among  them  is 
Veli  Pacha.  Tliero  are,  also,  two  souvenirs ;  those  of 
Pradier  and  Visconti.  The  middle  of  tlie  apartment  is 
occupied  by  a  magnificent  table,  beyond  which  is  a  piano, 
with  the  instruments  for  a  quartet,  about  to  be  played. 
In  this  part  of  the  picture  are  MM.  Eoger,  Ponchard,"and 
several  other  artists,  whoso  talents  augment  the  attrac- 
tions of  these  weekly  meetings.  M.  Biard  has  treated  in 
the  cleverest  manner  all  the  accessories  which  adorn  the 
apartment — the  rich  hangings  on  the  walls,  the  splendid 
chandelier,  the  carpet,  fauteuils,  etc.  The  general 
arrangement  of  the  picture  is  verj*  happy,  and  we  have 
no  doubt  it  will  be  one  of  the  most  curious  and  interest- 
ing works  in  the  exhibition  of  1855." 

Hector  Berlioz  has  returned  from  his  tour  in  Germany. 

. Schulhoff,  the  pianist,  baa  given  his  last  concert  in 

the  Salle  Herz.  A  new  Sonata,  of  his  own,  was  favora- 
bly received. 

Prague. — A  now  opera,  entitled  Die  Bildersiiirmer, 
by  Herr  KittI,  the  director  of  the  Conservatorium,  has 
been  brought  out  with  great  success.  The  good  people 
of  Prague  are  in  ecstacies  about  their  townsman's 
music. 

Madrid. — A  gi'and  concert  was  given  in  the  Conser- 
vatory of  Queen  Maria  Christina,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Royal  Family,  the  ministers,  and  the  first  nobility,  and 
did  not  end  before  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  M.  Al- 
magro  conducted.  Among  the  things  performed  were  a 
psalm  by  Marcello,  sung  by  110  pupili  of  the  institution, 
the  introduction  and  chorus  of  Haydn's  "Creation,"  a 
cavatina  from  Mercadante's  Bravo,  the  andante  and 
minnef  from  Beethoven's  Septuor,  the  chorus  and  march 
from  Handel's"  Judas  Maccabasns,"  Beethoven's  Chrislus 
am  OtUttrge,  Dr.  Spohr's  overture  to  Jessonda,  a  chorus 
from  Mendelssohn's  "  St.  Paul,"  etc.,  etc.,  etc. — Sig. 
Camillo  Sivori,  the  celebrated  violinist,  has  given  a  con- 
cert, which  was  most  fully  attended. 


Dmigljt'H  ^nnrnnl  nf  JHitsir. 
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.The  Musical  Congress  in  the  Crystal  Pal- 
ace is  probably  in  full  blast  while  we  are  finishing 
our  this  week's  paper.  Our  reporter  went  on 
with  the  Boston  delegation,  and  we  .shall  next 
week  chronicle  the  great  affair  in  full. 


Biography  of  Mendelssohn.  The  con- 
cluding passages  of  this  pure  and  lofty  artist  life, 
which  we  copy  to-day,  will  be  found  singularly 
interesting  and  touching.  Especially  the  account 
of  the  beautiful  relation  between  the  composer 
and  his  sister,  whose  death  was  the  precursor  of 
his  own. 

Yet  we  presume  we  must  congratulate  our 
readers  on  the  conclusion  of  an  article,  which  has 
proved  so  much  longer  than  we  anticipated  when 
we  began  to  copy.  It  certainly  is  full  of  inter- 
esting details,  and  will  be  valuable  for  reference 
to  all  who  like  to  know  historically  about  great 
composers  and  their  works.  Almost  every  com- 
position of  Mendelssohn  may  here"  bo  traced  to 
its  origin,  with  some  account  of  the  circumstances 
attending  its  first  outshining  and  ascension  to  a 
place  among  the  cherished  constellations  and 
fixed  stars  of  our  ihusical  firmament.  Yet  the 
work  runs  more  into  detail  than  we  could  have 
.    wished.     It    might    advantageously    have    been 


abridged  even  more  than  the  English  translator 
(for  the  London  Musical  World,  from  which  we 
have  borrowed  it)  has  done.  Moreover  said 
translation,  as  we  found  when  we  came  to  possess 
ourselves  of  the  Gorman  original,  is  not  free  from 
gratuitous  interpolations  of  the  peculiar  English 
enthusiasm  and  self-glorification  with  regard  to 
Mendelssohn,  and  from  such  affectations  as  call- 
ing him  continually  "  Feli.x."  These  in  some 
cases  we  have  pruned  away,  but  have  not  found 
it  always  practicable.  Our  "Diarist"  was  right 
in  his  "  guess  "  about  it.  The  author,  the  Rev. 
W.  A.  Lampadius,  appears  to  bo  a  German 
Lutheran  Prediger,  of  rather  a  sentimental  and  ■ 
Boswell-ian  disposition ;  whose  work,  in  spite  of 
a  certain  amiable  vanity,  is  evidently  a  labor  of 
love,  and  on  the  whole  a  worthy  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  Mendelssohn,  and  by  far  the  fullest 
and  most  accurate  record  yet  existing  of  his  life 
and  works. 

Our  readers,  who  may  have  been  weary  with 
the  repeated  sight  of  "  To  be  continued,"  will 
doubtless  be  glad  to  possess  it  all  in  their  bound 
volunes  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


H. 


New  Music. 

(From  Meyer  &  Tretbar,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.) 
A.   WoLLKNHAUPT.     Op.  22.     Cinq  Morceaux 


caractiristiqucs,  en  forme  d,^ Etudes,  for  the  piano. 

pp.  19. 
Op.  23.     Deux  Polkas  de  Salon,     1.  L'Hirondelle, 

pp.  9.     2.  La  Gazelle,  pp.  9. 
Op.  24.      Galop  di  Bravura,  pp.  11. 
Op,  25.     Le  Ruisseau.      Valse  Elude,  pp.  7. 

These  are  among  the  most  clever  and  musician- 
like productions  of  the  modern  school  of  light 
piano  music,  which  have  appeared  in  this  country 
to  say  the  least.  Each  little  piece  is  marked  by 
inusical  and  poetic  feeling,  by  graceful,  flowing, 
easy  style,  and  by  a  natural,  unforced  development 
of  its  own  proper  motive.  They  are  not  without 
originality.  We  do  not  compare  them  with  the 
lighter  morceaux  in  the  same  forms  by  such-master 
tone-poets  as  Chopin,  Mendelssohn,  &c.  But  com- 
pared with  the  great  multitude  of  showy  novelties 
in  vogue,  they  stand  apart  by  a  decidely  artistic 
character  and  manner.  We  have  been  most  inter- 
ested in  the  five  eludes,  or  characteristic  morceaux, 
which  evince  a  truly  classical  culture,  and  which 
with  much  propriety  are  dedicated  to  our  worthy 
friend,  the  president  of  the  New  York  Philhar- 
monic Society,  Mr.  H.  Timm.  No.  3  of  these,  a 
graceful  sort  of  prelude,  in  arpeggio  triplets,  in  A 
minor,  is  particularly  worthy  of  attention  ;  you 
will  hardly  fail  to  play  it  over  several  times.  'So 
also  No.  -1,  Andante  in  E,  a  kind  of  song  without 
words,  with  distinct  melodies  both  in  treble  and 
bass,  and  harmony  between. — The  L' Hirondelle 
polka  is  exceedingly  airy,  light  and  swallow-like  ; 
and  the  companion  polka  justifies  its  title. — The 
Galop  is  less  characteiistic,  running  too  readily 
into  the  common-place  tricks  of  the  bravura,  such 
as  that  running  chromatic  scale  accompaniment  to 
the  melody,  which  may  be  kept  up  indefinitely,  to 
any  tune,  by  any  cunning  set  of  fingers. — We  do 
not  hesitate  to  commend  all  these  pieces  as  good 
studies  in  execution,  style  and  musical  expression. 
The  author,  we  understand,  is  a  youug  German 
pianist,  who  has  for  some  years  resided  in  New 
'York  ;  and  we  trust  he  will  meet  with  due  encour- 
agement in  undertaking  things  so  far  above  the 
empty,  flashy  pieces  which  have  met  with  such 
wide  sale.  To  advanced  pupils  these  are  pieces 
only  of  medium  difhculty. 

(From  Oliver  Diteon,  Boston.) 

Be3thoven.      Op.    111.      Sonata   for   the   piano. 
pp.  12. 


This  forms  the  thirty-second  and  the  last  of  Mr. 
Ditson's  complete  and  invaluable  series  of  the 
piano-forte  Sonatas  of  Beethoven  ; — a  series  that 
contains  more  genius,  more  musical  invention  and 
poetry,  more  of  the  enduring  inspirations  of  a  life 
puiely  musical,  than  any  collection  of  works  ever 
written  for  the  same  instrument.  Every  pianist, 
who  is  in  earnest  with  the  Art,  should  possess  him- 
self or  herself  with  a  set  at  once. — This  present 
Sonata  belongs  of  course  to  the  strange  and  mys- 
tical last  period  of  Beethoven.  It  is  exceptional 
in  form  and  difficult  of  execution  as  of  comprehen- 
sion. But  it  will  most  surely  repay  study,  if  one 
be  earnest  enough  to  be  at  all  worthy  to  approach 
such  revelations  of  rare  genius.  It  would  be  use- 
less to  attempt  description  of  such  a  work. 

Mozart.  Variations  pour  le  Piano.  No.  10,  Ah ! 
vous  dirai-je  Maman.     pp.  7. 

Variations  by  Mozart,  of  course,  require  no  coin- 
mendation.  They  are  easy  and  natural,  as  well  as 
most  artistic.  Let  the  young  student  learn  them,  to 
learu  what  true  variations' are,  and  what  style  is. 

Stephen  Heller.  6  Lieder  von  Schubert,  tran- 
scribed for  the  Piano.    No.  3.     Tu  es  le  Repos, 

This  is  that  beautiful  song  which  has  been  sung  at 
our  concerts  of  the  past  season,  under  the  title  of 
"  Thou  art  the  rest"  (Du  bist  die  Ridi.)  It  is  in  the 
main  a  quite  simple,  literal  transfer  of  the  song  to 
the  piano,  preserving  the  original  accompaniment; 
though  we  hardly  like  the  liberty  taken  with  the  last 
verses,  making  a  tenor  of  what  is  most  peculiarly 
a  soprano  melody,  and  giving  an  arbitrary  variation 
to  the  bass.  Indeed  this  is  one  of  those  songs  of 
Schubert  which  must  be  sung  by  the  human  voice, 
and  which  is  so  perfect  in  itself  that  it  loses  by  the 
slightest  variation. 

Mozart.  Favorite  Sonr/s,  Duets,  and  Trios,  aiTanged 
by  S.  S.  Weslev,  Mus.  Doc.  No.  1.  The  Re- 
turn,   pp.  5. 

Here  is  a  promise  of  some  forty  songs  &c.  of  Mo- 
zart, partly  from  operas,  partly  songs  by  themselves. 
The  collection  will  include  all  the  best  songs,  for 
each  kind  of  voice,  from  Don  Juan,  Fiyaro,  the 
"Magic  Flute,"  as  well  as  the  duets  and  trios. 
The  original  Gennan  or  Italian  words  are  given, 
with  English  adaptations.  The  first,  now  before  us, 
is  one  of  those  inimitably  simple  and  natural  melo- 
dies, which  have  mingled  with  the  melodic  cheerful 
memories  of  all  the  world,  and  become  part  of  the 
common  air  and  sunshine.  It  celebrates  the  return 
of  May:  Komm  lieber  Mai. 


For  Dft'ight's  Journal  of  Music. 

The  Boston  Music  Hall. 

The  first  concert  given  in  the  Music  Hall,  on 
the  occasion  of  its  opening,  proved  .to  all,  both 
listeners  and  performers,  what  I  had  predicted  in 
regard  to  sound  three  weeks  before,  namely  :  a 
decided  failure.  This  my  opinion  has  ever  since 
been  seconded  by  able  and  experienced  judges. 
To  be  sure,  Jullien's  band  were  heard  in  that  Hall 
satisfactorily  enough  ;  but  so  they  would  have 
been  if  they  had  played  their  pieces  (with  the 
exception  of  the  classical  compositions)  on  the 
Common.  Most  of  the  solos  were  for  wind  instru- 
ments ;  and  in  the  tuttis  (as  in  most  light  compo- 
sitions) the  string  quartet,  on  account  of  the 
unison,  is  more  supported  than  overpowered  by 
the  wind  instruments ;  besides  which  there  was 
all  that  variety  of  drums  and  cymbals  of  various 
sizes,  bells,  triangles,  &c.  An  eflVct  of  course 
was  produced.  Bottesini  was  heard  ;  the  brothers 
Mollenhauer  were  heard  ;  so  were  Paul  Julien, 
and  Camille  Urso  ;  but  how  ?  They  all  played 
perfectly  in  tune,  and  their  execution  was  clear 
and  distinct ;    the  same    well  merited    applause 
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they  would  have  equally  received,  had  they 
played  in  a  barn  or  cellar. 

If  Vieuxtemps  were  to  play  one  of  his  solos  on 
a  common  two-dollar  violin,  it  would  always  be  a 
masterly  performance  ;  but  the  effect  to  the  hearers 
would  not  be  the  same  as  if  that  solo  by  the  same 
Vieuxtemps  had  been  played  upon  a  Stradivarius 
violin.  Alboni  sang  Casta  Diva  in  the  new  Hall 
on  the  opening  night,  accompanied  by  the  same 
orchestra,  under  the  same  leader  (Arditi)  that  she 
had  when  she  sang  the  same  aria  three  nights  be- 
fore in  the  Melodeon.  The  difference  (unfavor- 
ably) was  felt,  and  I  presume  might  yet  be  re- 
membered by  many  who  were  present  at  both 
concerts. 

However,  without  entering  into  too  many  par- 
ticulars of  defects  which  could  not  noto  be  reme- 
died, I  will  only  name  the  principal  one,  viz:  the 
extreme  height  of  the  cieling,  which  can  partly 
be  remedied.  I  suggest  that  the  flooring  be  raised 
to  a  level  with  the  first  gallery.  This  would, 
directly,  improve  the  sound,  and  indirectly,  re- 
move the  defect  now  caused  by  the  space  under 
the  centre  gallery,  the  seats  of  which  are  seldom 
occupied.  The  appearance  of  the  Hall  would  not 
he  impaired,  and  the  space  between  the  two  floors 
might  be  made  useful  and  repay  in  time  the  pres- 
ent outlay. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  plan  which  I 
propose  will  make  the  Hall  per/"ec(  in  regard  to 
favorableness  for  sound.  I  merely  suggest  an  im- 
provement. There  are  too  many  items  which 
could  not  well  be  removed.  To  name  only  one, 
instead  of  a  solid,  hard  substance,  bad:  and  front, 
we  have  now  some  lattice  work  behind,  and  a 
number  of  seats  in  front  {the  centre  gallery), 
facing  the  orchestra.  What  echo  or  resonance 
can  be  e.xpected  from  Cashmere  shawls,  silk 
dresses,  woolen  coats,  &c.?  A  music  Kail  should 
have  no  galleries,  no  obstructions,  but  plain  solid 
walls.  Such  a  one  is  the  JMusical  Fund  Hall 
in  Philadelphia.  This,  I  would  say  at  a  guess, 
is  35  feet  less  in  height ;  it  holds  about  1800  per- 
sons seated ;  and,  as  far  as  I  have  observed  or  as  I 
have  heard  from  good  authority,  is  the  most  favor- 
able hall  for  sound  in  the  Union.  I  remember 
Caradori  Allan,  Cinti  Damoreau,  and  others  of 
later  date,  expressing  their  opinion  thus:  "How 
easy  and  grateful  it  is  to  sing  in  that  Hall ! "  while 
opinions  quite  the  other  way  have  been  freely 
given  by  equally  great  Artists,  in  regard  to  the 
Boston  Music  Hall.  I  will  say  (en  passant)  that 
the  recently  destroyed  Metropolitan  Hall  in  New 
York  was  klso  unfavorable ;  it  was  too  large 
even  for  the  orchestra  of  the  Philharmonic  Society, 
who  in  the  quartet  alone  nearly  outnumber  the 
whole  of  the  Germania  Band. 

During  the  season  of  concerts  given  by  the 
pupils  of  the  Conservatoire  in  Paris,  it  is  difficult 
to  get  a  ticket  of  admission  even  three  weeks  be- 
fore each  concert.  The  band  is  very  numerous, 
and  their  performances  of  the  best  classical  com- 
positions are  aknovsiedged  by  all  to  come  the 
nearest  to  perfection.  They  could  at  each  con- 
cert treble  the  sale  of  tickets,  and  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  finding  large  halls  ;  but  the  princi- 
pal question  there  is  not :  hoio  much  money  will 
the  house  hold;  but:  how  will  the  music  sound? 
However  let  us  do  the  best  we  can.  As  I  have 
said,  my  plan  perhaps  is  not  the  best  j  nor  do  I 
even  expect  that  it  will  be  adopted.  But  the  Hall 
is  ("not  to  use  a  harsher  termj  unfavorable  for 
sound ;  and  if  any  improvement  can  be  made, 
there  is  now  ample  time  to  do  so  before  the  be- 
ginning of  next  season.  I  have  started  the  sub- 
ject and  gladly  would  I  see  a  better  and  more  ac- 
ceptable plan  suggested.  William  Keyzek. 

Remarks.— We  give  place  to  the  above,  while  dis- 
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agreeing  almost  totally 'with  its  opinions,  because  we  do 
not  wish  it  to  be  said  that  we,  in  our  own  fondness  for 
the  Music  Hall,  suppress  or  overlook  the  objections 
which  some  persons  have  made  to  it  from  the  time  it 
was  first  built  and  earlier,  and  because  we  are  glad  to 
acknowledge  particularly  the  right  of  our  friend  Jlr. 
Keyzer  to  a  hearing  upon  all  such  subjects.  We  have 
already  recorded  our  own  impressions  about  the  hall  in 
full,  and  more  than  once.  Let  us  only  recall,  then,  a  few- 
hints. 

1.  The  opening  concert  did  not  prove  to  "  all,"  that  the 
hall  was  acoustically  a  failure.  The  well  executed  pieces 
sounded  well.  Besides,  there  were  distractions.  Many, 
who  then  objected,  have  found  the  hall  to  wear  well  and 
grown  partial  to  it  since. 

2.  "How"  were  the  violin  and  vocal  solos  heard? 
To  our  experience,  admirably.  Paul  Julien,  Urso, 
Sontag's  finesi Jioriture — we  never  lost  a  note  of  them, 
even  when  sitting  under  that  end  gallery  of  which 
our  friend  complains. 

3.  Not  too  much  reliance  must  be  placed  on  declara- 
tions of  piime  donne.  Such  persons  talk  graciously  to 
tlie  moods  and  prejudices  of  those  tliey  talk  with.  We 
have  heard  of  Alboni  expressing  both  like  and  dislike. 
Sontag,  we  knmo,  spoke  with  enthusiasm  of  the  ease  with 
which  she  filled  th.at  hall.  Jaell  complained  tlie  first 
night,  when  the  stage  was  carpeted,  but  ever  since  has 
been  unqualified  in  his  admiration  of  the  hall. 

4.  The  suggestion  of  raising  the  floor  is  no  new  one. 
We  think  the  objection  to  the  height  of  the  room  a  preju- 
dice; so  long  as  we  he.ar  music  of  all  kinds  satisfac- 
torily in  it,  we  mu«t  think  so.  Besides,  the  height  im- 
proves the  air  and  ventilation,  which  improves  sound, 
and  architecturally  is  a  beauty,  lending  a  sense  of  free- 
dom and  largeness  to  the  mind,  and  thereby  favoring  the 
musical  mood. 

4.  A  hall  without  galleries  is  of  course  better.  But 
the  true  question  is:  Can  a  hall  to  seat  three  thousand 
people  be  made  better?  Can  music,  by  arty  arrangement, 
be  made  so  public,  without  some  sacrifice  of  the  most 
perfect  conditions  of  hearing.  We  have  enjoyed  and 
clearly  heard  there,  in  all  the  parts,  so  small  an  orchestra 
as  the  Germania,  as  we  have  no  orchestral  music  else- 
where. Yet  we  fully  agree  with  our  friend,  that  such  a 
place  and  audience  properly  require  an  orchestra  much 
larger  in  the  string  department. 

5.  The  people  love  the  hall;  as  is  shown  by  the  use 
made  of  it,  for  which  see  notice  of  the  Treasurer's 
report,  below. 


For  Dwighfc's  Journal  of  Music. 

Letter  from  Greenfield,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir  : — In  obedience  to  your  desire,  I  send 
you  an  account  of  the  Sacred  Concert  of  Friday 
evening,  the  9th  inst.,  at  Greenfield.  This  under- 
taking was  even  more  successful  as  a  performance 
than  its  precursor,  the  first  of  the  series  ;  not  only 
was  the  selection  in  itself  of  a  higher  order,  but 
the  efforts  of  the  vocalists,  stimulated  by  a  former 
experience,  and  governed  by  a  Director  in  whom 
they  placed  unshaken  confidence,  attained  more 
closely  to  a  perfect  interpretation  of  the  Music. 

As  before,  the  concert  was  designed  and  directed 
by  Dr.  Tuckerman,  assisted  also  by  the  same 
vocalists.  The  opening  voluntary,  composed  of 
two  movements  from  Weldon,  a  celebrated  Eng- 
lish Cathedral  writer,  led  the  way  to  a  display  of 
their  powers.  The  first  solo  on  the  programme 
was  taken  by  Mrs.  Clark  of  Greenfield  and  was 
impressively  sung;  Miss  Barr  followed  with  Men- 
delssohn's exquisite  song,  "  0  rest  in  the  Lord  "; 
but  the  great  achievement  of  the  first  part  was 
Miss  Wood's  performance  of  the  aria  from  Samson, 
"  Let  the  bright  Seraphim,"  a  composition  requir- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  singer  no  little  artistic 
strength  and  skill.  The  accompaniment  to  the 
song,  with  the  Trumpet  obligate  upon  the  organ, 
was  most  eflfectively  executed. 

The  second  part  of  the  concert  consisted  wholly 
of  Dr.  Tuckerman's  Anthem  :  "  I  looked  and  be- 
hold a  door  was  opened  in  heaven."  An  analysis 
of  this,  fine  Anthem  would  require  more  space  than 


it  seems  at  present  expedient  to  claim  ;  but  the 
organ  introduction  to  the  first  recitative  deserves 
something  more  than  a  flying  notice  : — the  trance 
of  the  Prophet,  and  its  dissolution  by  the  awful 
summons  to  the  Porch  of  Visions,  being  shadowed 
forth  and  represented  in  the  organ  movement,  in- 
troductory to  the  opening  recitative,  "  I  looked  and 
behold  a  door  was  open."  Another  striking  im- 
aginative eff'ect  was  contained  in  the  six  part 
chorus  :  "Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  Almighty," 
where  the  voices  are  unaccompanied,  and  follow 
rapidly  upon  the  announcement  :  "  And  voices 
were  heard,  saying."  The  whole  anthem  in  truth 
abounds  with  these  subtle  and  delicate  gradations, 
which  evince  in  their  author  a  profound  poetical 
sensibility  ("apart  from  their  musical  merit _)  to  the 
sublime  simplicity  of  the  words.  The  Quartet : 
"  These  are  they,"  appeared  likewise  no  less  illus- 
trative of  the  spirit  of  the  subject,  and  was  beau- 
tifully sung.  One  more  chorus,  the  triumphant 
one:  "Blessing  and  honor,  glory  and  power," 
concluded  the  Anthem,  and  was,  despite  a  little 
unsteadiness  in  the  Fugue,  very  powerful  and 
effective. 

In  the  third  part  occurred  the  solos,  "  With  ver- 
dure clad,"  and  "  Angels  ever  bright  and  fair  ;" 
the  former  by  Miss  Wood  was  a  musical  triumph, 
and  elicited  unqualified  astonishment  and  approval. 
Mrs.  Clark's  solo  was  likewise  very  gracefully 
executed,  the  recitative  especially  being  declaimed 
with  great  spirit.  The  introduction  of  an  organ 
prelude  and  fugue  by  Bach  at  the  commencement 
of  this  part,  seemed  an  unusual  feature,  and  was 
listened  to  by  the  audience  with  marked  attention. 
The  performances  concluded,  with  Haydn's  Solo 
and  Chorus,  "  The  marvelous  vi'ork,"  which,  with 
Miss  Wood's  clear  tones  alternating  and  blending 
with  the  weight  of  voices  in  the  chorus,  produced 
a  grand  afid  striking  effect. 

It  would  be  hardly  proper  to  close  this  letter, 
without  some  allusion  to  our  debt  of  obligation  to 
Dr.  Tuckerman,  (especially  as  it  has  been  noticed 
otherwise  than  locally,}  and  to  the  sense  of  the 
community  respecting  its  value.  No  such  concerts 
have  ever  before  been  attempted  in  this  or  the 
neighbor  counties,  nor  could  be,  without  the  posses- 
sion of  such  a  musical  library  as  Dr.  Tuckerman's 
(which  is  the  largest  and  best  appointed  in  the 
country),  to  say  nothing  of  the  scholarship  and 
experience  requisite,  to  render  such  a  collection 
available.  Regretting  that  your  absence  from  this 
concert  renders  so  long  an  explanation  of  its  char- 
acter and  conduct  necessary,  I  remain 

Respectfully  yours,  ^ 


Boston  Music  Hall  Associatios. — The  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  was  holden  on  Wednesday 
the  14th.  The  old  board  of  Directors  were  re-elected, 
and  the  Treasurer's  Report  for  the  whole  period  since  the 
hall  was  opened  (eighteen  months)  was  most  encourag- 
ing, showing  an  increase  in  the  receipts  over  tlie  first 
year,  and  a  large  increase  of  receipts  over  expenditures 
for  the  whole  term.     We  extract  a  few  leading  items. 

The  whole  cost  of  land,  building  and  furniture  has 
been  8153,904,00.  To  meet  this  a  debt  w.is  originally 
incurred  of  843,500,  which  is  now  reduced  to  S40,000. 

The  total  receipts  for  eighteen  months  have  been : 

Tor  Public  Meetinss,  Lectures,  Sec Sf4.2=il,67 

Concerts  and  Oratorios, 11.49 ;n74 

Rev,  Mr.  Parker's  Society, 1,S75,00 

Interest  on  loans, 53,71 


Whole  income, §17,677,12 

The  expenses  for  the  same  period,  charge.ible  to  in- 
come, and  including  insurance,  gas,  fuel,  taxes,  interest 
on  debt  (3,338),  reut  of  organ,  salaries,  &o.,  amount  to 
510,740,81: 

Which  leaves  a  net  income  of  S6,936,S1,  or  S4,624,21 
per  annum,  and  if  divided  would'give  S4.33  per  Share, 
per  annum,  on  the  present  number  of  shares;  the  par 
value  of  a  share  being  $100. 
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BOSTON,    JUNE    17,    1854. 


The  New  Opera  House.— The  Atlns  says  the  strurfure  Is 
prosre.spinp:  mpicily,  and  there  can  bii  no  dnubfc  that  the  tlicafre 
will  be  opened  for  dniinatic  perfnrnmnres  on  the  first Slonilay 
of  September.  The  phip;c  arrangements  art!  now  nearly  com- 
pleted In  the  auditorium  the' Inst  floorinpr  has  bci^n  laid  in 
the  Kallt'ries,  nnd  they  .nre  reiidy  for  the  peats  ;  the  parquetfo 
wiil  be  in  tlie  i^iiine  eondition  in  a  few  days  The  cipling  and 
a  portion  of  the  walls  are  now  ready  for  final  decorationp,  and 
po  al'^o  the  fronts  of  the  jialleries.  The  saloons  are  almost 
finished,  and  only  await  tloorin*;  to  be  readv  for  upholstering. 
The  corridors  will  soon  bo  ready  for  painting.  The  arrange- 
ments for  decorating  the  interior  have  been  agreed  upon,  and 
workmen  will  commence  upon  the  work  immediately. 

The  originnl  purpose  of  tliis  now  "Boston  Theatre," 
as  understood  by  most  of  the  subscribers  to  the  stock, 
was,  we  believe,  the  providing  of  a  fit  place  for  Opera, 
No  one  supposes  we  can  have  Opera  the  year  round;  but 
we  do  hope  that  the  openinp;  performances  will  be  operatic, 
and  not  (as  we  have  seen  hinted)  melodramatic,  so  as  to 
stamp  the  higher  character  upon  the  building  from  the 
first. 


M^' 


Opeha  in  New  Yokk. — Tlie  following  is  tlie  list  of 
artists  whom  Maretzek  is  said  to  liave  engaged  in  Europe 
for  tlie  summer  season : 

Prime  Donne  A-iSohw,  Gaetanini  BrambiUa,  (late  of  La 
Sfala  at  Milan,)  Antonictta  Ortolani,  (late  of  the  Teatro  Feni- 
cia  at  Venice.)  Rosa  Marra,  (late  Teatro  (lanobiana  at  -Milan) 

Prima  Domta  Con/ra//o,  GiuseppinaSlartine  d'Orncy,  (Imp, 
Opera,  Vienna  ) 

Primi  Tennri  Assnhcti^  Giacomo  Galvani,  (late  of  La  Scala 
in  Milan,)  Neri  Baraltli  and  Domenico  Mazzoleni. 

Primi  Bnrlione,  Fnincesro  Graziani,  (late  of  the  Grand 
Opera,  Paris,)  Giovanni  Andrazi,  (late  of  the  Ital.  Opera  at 
Vienna.) 

Primi  Bassi,  Tgnazio  Marini,  Polinare  Ortolani. 

Of  the  above  names  that  of  Brarabilla  is  the  only  one 
that  we  remember  ever  to  have  met  in  any  English, 
French,  or  German  musical  paper.  She  has  already 
arrived;  the  others  will  soon  follow;  and  it  is  said  that 
llarelzeli  will  open  at  Castle  Garden  by  the  26th  inst., 
making  one  dollai'  the  uniform  price  of  admission. 

Mr.  E.  P  Fry,  the  whilome  opera  manager  who  re- 
covered the  10.000  dollars  damages  of  Bennett,  is  in 
Europe,  enlisting  an  opera  troupe,  it  is  said,  for  Niblo. 

Tliere  appears  to  be  still  a  doubt  about  the  coming  of 
Grisi  and  i\I;n-io,  though  Grisi  has  taken  formal  leave  of 
the  stage  in  England. 

a^titjertisettiEntiS. 

VOCAL  MtJSIC  IN  CLASSES. 

The  under.'^igned  proposes  to  give  instruction  to  Young 
Ladies  in  Ol.^sbes,  to  Families,  and  to  Individuals,  as  may 
be  desired,  in  tho 

Elementary  Priucijiles  and  Practice  of  Vocal 
MusiCf 

According  to  the  Pestalozzian  or  Inductive  Method. 

The  plan  proposed  will  not  interfere  with  instruction  in  the 
higher  branches  of  Vocal  Ksecdtion.  Style,  Expression,  etc. 
nor  supersede  its  necessity  ;  but;  the  gieat  object  will  be,  by 
the  establi.-^hment  of  a  sj/stemntic^  well  dinrted^  and  adequate 
elementary  cnurs^-,  to  enable  pupiln  to  read  even  the  most  diffi- 
cult music  with  ease  and  fluency — and  thus  eminently  quality 
them  to  receive  and  prttfit  by  their  instructions  in  the  more 
advanced  studies  of  tlie  Art. 

New  classes  formed  whenevtir  a  sufllclent  number  of  pupils 
shall  apply.  The  price  of  tuition  will  be  regulated  by  the 
number  of  pupils  in  a  class,  faaiilies  and  small  classes  met  at 
their  residences,  itde.-ired. 

Apply  between  tho  hours  of  2  and  3  P.  M.,  at  the  rooms  of 
George  J.  Webb  &  Co,  No.  3  Winter  St 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 
Teacher  of  the  Piano,  and  Vocal  Music  ia  Classes. 

Residence,  No.  24  West  Cedar  St.  Boston. 

References :  Messrs.  George  J.  Webb,  Lowell  Mason.      je  17 

ADOLPH  KIELBLOCK, 

No.  30  ASH  STREET,  BOSTON. 

O^Comraunicationa  may  be  left  at  Mr.  Ditsoa's  mu.eic  store, 
No.  115  Washington  Sbreet.  June  10. 

A.  WERNER  &  L.  J.  HOEITNER, 

DUAL cud   in 

No.  265  WASHINGTON  STKEET, 

(CORKER   OF   WINTER   STREET.) 

PIANO-rORTKS.  Seraphines,  Melodeous,  Guitars,  Violins, 
Tenors,  Violoncellos,   Uiisses.  Clarinets,  Flutes,  Piccolos. 
Fifes,  Accordfons,  Strings,  Bows,  etc. 

We  8hd.U  keep  on  hand  a  great  variety  of  the  above  named 
instruments,  and  fihall  endeavor  to  give  J^atisfliction  to  all 
purchasers,  whether  they  desire  the  best  and  highest  priced, 
or  the  cheapest  instruments.  Orders  by  letter  will  be  carefully 
attended  to. 

PIANOS  TO  LET,  TUNED  AND  REPAIRED. 
Mr.  "Werner  will  also  continue  to  give  instruction  on  the 
Piano,  Organ,  Flute,  Violin  and  Guitar.     Mr.  Werner  can  be 
seen  at  the  Sales-room,  or  in  the  evening  at  his  residence.  No. 
976  Washington  St.  May  27.    3m 


GREAT  BOOK  TN  PRESS. 

MOORE'S  EICYCIOMBIA  OF  MUSIC: 

COMPILED  BY  .lOIIN  W.  MOOUE, 
With  the  assistance  of  other  disfinijuishitd  men  in  the  musical 
world.  The  intention  of  the  author  is  to  make  a  most  com- 
plete and  thorough  work  of  the  above,  which  wiil  be  a  desid- 
eratum in  tbii  world  of  music.  It  will  he  publishi-d  in  one 
elegant  Royal  Octavo  volume  of  about  900  pages,  double  col- 
umns, and  will  contain  a  complete 

D2ctioBsai'y  of  Rlusical  Terms, 

A  HISTORT  OF  THE  SCIENCE  OF  MUSIC, 

from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  on  Harmony  and  Thorough  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  ]\IusiCAL  Instruments,  with  the 
names  of  the  most  di,«finguished  makers,  imd  a  complete  Musi- 
cal Biography  of  ove.r  three  thousand  of  the  most  distinguii-hed 
Composers  and  Musicians  who  have  ever  lived.  Mr.  Moore  has 
spent  several  years  in  compiling  this  valuable  work.  It  is  now 
going  through  the  press  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S  — The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluable 
to  every  pro'essional  musician,  and  to  every  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring  ;  we  hope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  h:is 
been  delayed  on  account  of  the  imm«'npe  labor,  bcsrowed  upon 
it.  and  the  difficulty  of  stereotyping  a  work  so  full  of  examples. 
The  delay,  however,  will  enhance  the  vnlue  of  the  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  hp S4  00. 

The  price,  bound  in  bnlf  calf,  will  hp.  ...4  50. 
JOTt^  P.  .lEU'ETT,  &  Co., 
Publisher.^.  17  :ind  19  Cornhill.  Boston  ; 
JEWETT,  PROCTOR  &  WORTIIINOTON, 

Cleveland. 
"Will  be  for  sale  by  all  the  book  and  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  Feb.  11. 

G.  A.  SCHMITT,  (From  Germany,) 

TEACHER  OP  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

IS  now  prepared  to  give  lessons  at  the  residence  of  pupils  or 
at  his  own  residence.  No.  7  Haymarket  Place. 
Mr.  S.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music  stor»*s  of  Oliver  Ditson 
or  Nathan  Richardson. 

Refers   to  the  following  gentlemen  :  .7ohn  S.  Dwioht,  Esq., 
Hallktt,D.4.vi8  &  Co.,  Oliver  Ditson,  Nathan  Richardson. 
Oct.  8. 

F.  F.  MtJLLER, 

DTRECTOK  OF  MDSTC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 
Chnrrh:  ORQANTST  of  the  Ilandel  and  Haydn  Soeiety  ; 
ORGANIST  of  the  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Residence,  No.  3  Wiutci-  Place,  Boston. 

iiTtf 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACaE®.  OE  THE  El.\>0   JVXB  OUK.\'N. 

[l^~TEn51S   MODERATE. 

Residence,  24  West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esij.  May  20. 

Signer  AUGUSTO  BENDELAKI, 

(FROM      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINOINO. 

Kesidence,  "Winthrop  House,  Boston. 
May  13  tf 


L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

S65  AVashingtou  Street,  Boston. 

Oct.  16.  -     3m 

A  SOPRANO  WANTED. 

FOR  a  church  in  Savannah,  Ga.  A  s;oQ't  soprano  singer, 
and  one  who  is  a  good  musician  and  teacher,  would  receive 
a  fair  salary,  and  find  scholars.  For  further  particulars  en- 
quire at  this  ofilce.  March  11  3m. 

Cnerinniiira  Seremadc  I5aiij«I. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  TUIS  ASSOCIATION  can  he  secured 
by  applying  to 

U.  E.  TELTOW,  Agenl. 
iil4tf  30  Fayette  Street. 

CHICKERING   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     A^aD     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


WAREK«>®MS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  20  BOSTON.  tf 


JUST  PUBLISHED. 

CHORDS  PARTS  to  Mendelssohn's  Oratorio  of  EL1.TAU, 
CHORUS  PARTS  to  Handel's  Oratorio  of  the  MESSIAH. 
CLASSICAL  CHORUS  liOOK,  by  Bakep.  &  SoDTHARD. 
PESTALOZZIAN  SCHOOL  SONG  BOOK,  by  Geo.  W.  Puatt. 

George  P.  Eeed  &  Co,,  Publishers, 
nov  5  13  Tremont  ^-'treet. 

MARTIN'S  GUITARS. 

TIIK  subscribers  are  sole  agents  for  this  city,  for  the  sale  of 
these  justly  celebrated  Guitars.     Prices  from  3r30  to  SOO. 
Every  instrument  is  warranted  to  stand  this  climate. 

GEO,  P.  REED  &  CO.,  13  Tremont  Street. 

HEWS'    FATTENf 
AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE!. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  po.ssession  of  numerous  testi- 
numials  from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  e.\aminarion  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Wailiington  Hi.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER   AND   DEALER   IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  34-4  AVasliiiB^ton  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  4  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

MANUEL  PEN0LL03A, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gkat's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

References. 

Messrs.  CnrcKEniNQ,  J.  P.  .Iewett,  Geo.  Punchari),  Boston. 

Messrs.  Geokoe  PEABOpr,  B.  H.  SiLSBEE,  Salem. 

J.tn.  21.     3m. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHEE   OF   MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Tnsfrnctor  in  th6^hi2:her  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  II.  may  be  addressyci  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  "Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co  17  Tremont  Row. 

Refercnceb  ;— Mrs.  C.  W,  Loring,  33  Mt.  Ternon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Princ-e,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  Ma}',  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

LESSONS  IN  SINGING. 

FREnERIC    RUDOLPH 

RESPECTFULLY  announces  his  intention  to  remain  in  Bos- 
ton and  give  instructions  in  the  art  of  Singing. 
Orders  may   be  addrei^sed  to  him  at  his  rei^idence  (United 
States  Uotel),  or  at  the  music  store  of  Mr.  Wade  or  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson. 3ni  Feb.  11. 

MUe.  GABEIELLE  DS  LA  MOTTE 

OIVES 

INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

AND  MAY  BE  ADDRESSED   AT 

Peh.4    Sm  53  HANCOCK  STREET. 


OTTO    DEESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  Piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
Winthrop  House.     Terms  :—S.50  per  quarter  of  24  lessons,' 
two  a  week  ;  S30  per  quarter  of  12  lessors,  one  a  week. 
Not.  12,  tf 

J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANOFORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Kichardson,  or  Theo. 
T.  Barker.  3  mos.  Dec    3. 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  HIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  TUE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,GU1TAR, 

3  Seneca  St.,  corner  Harrison  AveiBUe. 

MR.   De  RIBAS  will  give  instrurtion  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     A1.-0  MUSIO  AllR.'ViNGED,  TRANSPOSED,  fce. 
Boston,  April  23.  3m 

J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Resilience  No.  5G  Klneeland  Street. 

Oct.  8.    3m 

A.   W.   PREN2EL, 
T  E  AC  HER    OF    MXfSIG, 
No.  6  Acorn  St.,  (between  Chestnut  and  iMt.  Vernon  Sts.) 
Apr  8  BOSTON. 
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DWIGHT'S   JOURNAL   OF   MUSIC. 


THE  MODERN  SCHOOL 


-FOR  THE  — 


E»  X  .^  SQ"  C3  -  IF"  C3  S=S.  "3?  El . 
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The  Author,  Mr.  NATHAN  RICHARDSON,  has  just  re- 
turned from  Europe,  wliere  he  has  met  with  the  most  flattering 
success  with  his  Instruction  Book,  it  having  passed  a  critical 
examination  by  the  most  distinguished  teachers,  and  been 
pronounced  a  great  improvement  upon  all  other  methods 
by  the  highest-  authority  of  the  old  country. 

Among  the  many  ProfeBsors  who  examined  this  work,  and 
g-ave  their  written  recommendations,  we  will  mention 

JULILJS     KNORR, 

(well  known  in  this  country,)  who  admitted  to  the  Author 
personally  that  there  is  no  instruction  book  at  the  present  day 
that  will  compare  with  the  MODERN  SCHOOL  as  regards 
true  merit,  and  will  answer  eo  fully  its  purpose.  He  gave  his 
written  testimonial  as  follows  ; 

After  a  careful  examination  of  "  The  Modern  School  for  the 
Piano-Forte,"  by  Mr.  Nathan  Richardson,  1  am  convinced  that 
it  presents  a  full  and  accurate  compendium  of  all  that  is  moft 
et^&ential  to  the  acquirement  of  a  good  execution.  It  has, 
moreover,  the  merit  of  entire  consistency  in  its  system  of  fin- 
gering, which  is  occasionally  new,  but  always  thoroughly 
adapted  to  its  end.  The  work  cannot  be  sufficiently  recom- 
mended, especially  to  those  players  who  make  vvluosity^  or 
brilliant  execution,  one  end  of  their  studies.  An  interesdng 
feature  of  the  book  will  certainly  be  found  by  many  in  itfi  ana- 
tomical descriptions  of  the  bones,  muEcles,  and  ligiiments  of 
the  hand.  -  JULIUS  KNORR. 

LeipHCj  AprUj  1854. 

Those  who  are  about  to  purchase  an  Instruction  Book  for 
the  Piano-Forte  should  not  fail  to  examine  this  work  before 
any  other,  and  they  will  be  satisfied  that  it  is  the  most  tho- 
rough, progrefsive  and  comprehensive  method  ever  published, 
and  those  who  practice  out  of  it  will  improve  wonderfully.  It 
is  also  decidedly  cheaper  than  any  other.  AVhy?  Because  it 
contains  248  pages,  and  is  printed  upon  the  finest  p-.iper,  em- 
bracing several  beautiful  colored  plates,  and  bound  in  splendid 
embossed  cloth,  full  gilt;  presenting  the  most  magnificent 
appearance  of  any  music  book  ever  laid  upon  the  piano. 

Single  copy, $4. 

Published  at  the 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Eoston, 

BY"    HJLTM^H    mCHjlRDSOH^ 
and  for  sale  at  all  the  principal  Music  Stores  in  the  United 
States  and  Engli.-h  Provinces.    All  orders  promptly  executed. 
N.  B. — A  list  of  recommendationfi,fiom  one  to  two  hundred, 
may  he  had  on  application  to  the  author. 

A  large  and  choice  stock  of 

POnEIGN  AND  AJyiEKICAN  MUSIC. 

together  with  PIANO-FORTES,  ORGANS,  MUSIC-BOXES, 
&c.,  constantly  on  hand  and  for  sale  at  the  lowest  prices. 

NEW  MUSie,  from  the  best  composers,  published  daily,  and 
■will  be  sold  at  great  bargains. 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

IMPOKTER  AKD  DEALER  JN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATKRIALS, 

No.  13  Tremosftt  R<iiv,  Boston. 

***    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

16  tf 

GEOEGE  J.  V/EBB  &  GO'S 
PIANO-FORTE   WAREROOMS: 

Cliamlsers,  Wo.  3  Winter  Street,  BosIozl. 

T  this  Esfablishment  may  be  found  an  elegant  and'exten- 
sive  assortment  of 

P I  A  N  O  ■  F  O  R  T  E  S , 

at  all  prices,  warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  the  essenfi:il  propprties  of  Tone,  Tou<'h,  Power,  Durability, 
St>le,  and  Fini^^h.     None  others  will  be  kept.  ^ 

Also,  an  assortment  of 

HELODEONS  AKD  GTTITASS. 

Mr.  Webb's  long  experience  in  rlie  profession  of  Music,  ena- 
bles U8  to  assure  those  persons  repiding  at  a  distiince,  who  may 
find  it  inconvenieut  to  vit^it  Uostou  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  he  as  well  t^erved  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  de.sired,)  as  by  personal 
examination;  and  those  who  may  favur  us  with  their  order.^, 
tan  implicitly  rtly  upon  rhe  exercise  iit  Mr.  Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  rheir  f;iv(ir.  Any  instVumeut  ordered  cun  be  ex 
changed  if  it  does  not  suit 

17^  SOLD  AT  MAKUFACTURERS'  PRICES. 

Agents  for.  . , . 

Lighte,  T'ewton  &o  Bradbury's  Fiauos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &u  Co.'s  do.      Eoston. 

Goodman  &  Baldwia's  Slelodeons. 

Feb  19    6m 
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■Ebtoart  5,.  Baiti), 


WV  S  I  C  A  li. 

Is  the  title  of  a  new  Book  of  Psalmody,  now  in  Press,  by 

VIRGIL  CORYDON  TAYLOR, 

Organist  and  Conductor  of  Music,  at  Strong  Place,  Brooklyn, 

and  the  popular  Author  of  '  Taylor's  Sacred  Minstrel,' 

'  Golden  Lyre,'  '  Choral  Anthems,'  '  Concordia,'  etc. 

The  numerous  friends  of  Mr.  Taylor  will  not  need  to  be  as- 
sured that  this  work,  which  has  engaged  his  attention  for  a 
period  of  four  years,  (It  being  that  time  now  since  the  issue  of 
the  Golden  Lyre,)  will  be  of  a  character  fully  to  sustain  his 
high  reputation  as  a  muf^ical  composer.  The  distinguishing 
characteristics  which  everywhere  mark  the  effusions  of  his  pen, 
will  not  be  looked  for  in  vain  by  all  who  may  give  this  book 
a  careful  examination.  An  easy,  natural  flow  of  Melodj', — 
generally  confined  to  the  treble,  but  frequently  interspersed 
throughour  the  accompanying  parts  with  a  varied  richness  of 
harmony — beauty  of  simplicity,  effectiveness  without  com- 
plexity of  harmonic  combinations,  are  among  the  prevailing 
features  of  Mr.  Taylor's  compositions. 

THE  ELEMENTARY  DEPARTMENT 

OF 

BO  as  to  render  its  comprehension  easy  to  the  learner,  greatly 
alleviating  thereby  the  task  of  the  Teacher  during  the  first 
stages  of  class  practice.    It  also  contains  a 

Complete  and  Systematic 
SERIES    OF    ENSTRUCTIONS 

For  the 

MELODEON. 

The  body  of  the  book  will  contain  at  least  a  THIRD  more 
tunes,  in  all  the  various  metres,  than  any  of  the  author's  pre- 
ceding works,  or  those  of  others  generally  ht'fore  the  public. 
Besides  q  large  numhf  r  of  New  Tunes,  written  expressly  for 
the  work  by  himself,  Mr.  Taylor  has  incorporated  in  it  a  selec- 
tion of  his  mo.'t  popular  tunes  from  bia  former  work."* ;  and 
with  these  will  be  found  all  of  the  standard  OLD  mu«ic  in  gen- 
eral u?e ;  -ind  in  this  latter  class  are  included  (unaltered)  many 
gemaof  the  "  Ccmrinental  School,"  of  the  Fugue  style,  which 
have  been  rendered  with  such  marked  favor  at  many  places 
recently  in  public  Concert.  Togefher  with  the  Old  Ma.'^ters, 
will  be  represented,  for  the  first  time^  many  splendid  arrange- 
ments from  Donizetti,  Verdi,  and  others  of  the  modern  s<hool. 
The  work  will  be  so  varied  in  its  contents,  that  Choirs  using 
hymns  of  the  most  unusual  metres,  will  find  it  an  unfailing 
resource  to  supply  them  with  required  and  appropiate  tunes. 

In  the  typographical  arrangement  of  the  work,  Mr.  Tajlov 
has  adopted  the  unanimous  wish  that  has  been  expressed  to 
him  by  Teachers  and  Leaders,  of 

SMALL  TYPE  AS  TO  BE  IKDISimCT 

IN 

Bisiaay  I^sgiUed  Koobms, 

AKD  TO 

PERSONS   OF   IMPERFECT   VISION." 

Iri  addition  to  the  Melodeon  Instructor,  in  order  to  accom- 
modate still  further  the  wants  of  thot^e  learning  to  play  Church 
Music,  upon  instruments  of  the  organ  kind,  it  contains, 
throughout;  the  work,  the  Alto  and  Tenor  brought  down  in 
small  notes,  upon  the  Treble  and  Bass  staves.  The  Anthems 
are  generally  shorter  and  less  diificult  than  those  in  his  former 
work,  rendering  them  more  available  for  practical  use.  To 
every  want  coming  within  tho  sphere  of  Psalmody,  the  CniME 
will  afford  an  abundant  provision. 

TEACHERS  AKD  LEADERS  OF  CHOIRS 
will  receive  a  copy,  free  of  postage,  by  remitting  60  cents  in 
money  or  postage  stamps. 

Look  for  it  in  July  next,  and  judge  of  its  merits, 

DAKTIEL  BURGESS  &  Co., 

Publishers,  60  John  Street,  Kew  York. 

Westekn  AoENCr  — S.  C.  GRIGGS  &  CO.,  Chicago,  111., 
and  will  be  sak*  by  booksellors  generally. 

In  all  its  various  branches, 

BTEATLY    AETD    PROMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY    EDWAICD    L.    BALCH, 

©ffuc  3ournaI  of  JHusu,  No.  21  Sc'oool  St. 

The  JIKD.iL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  him  by  the  Mass. 
Charirable  Mechanic  Association  for  supci-ior  workmauship, 
may  be  seen  at  his  office. 
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The  name  of  KNOEB  in  commendation  of  an 
Instruction  Book  has  often  been  sought,  and 
when  obtained  considered  a  leading  induce- 
ment for  Teachers  and  Scholars  to  adopt  the 
work.  Here  we  have  a  Method  by  Knorr  him- 
self, in  which  is  comprised  all  that  vast  accumu- 
lation of  Musical  Knowledge,  as  it  relates  to  the 
Piano,  which  has  made  his  name  so  celebrated, 
and  his  word  of  approval  so  desirable. 

THOSE,  THEREFORE,  WHO  HAVE  ADOPTED  A  WORK 
BECAUSE  JULIUS  KNORB  KECOMMENDED  IT, 
WILL  NOT  FAIL  DULT  TO  APPRECIATE  A  VOLU.ME  OP 
INSTRUCTION  DIRECTLY  ]?R05I  THE  PEN  OF  THAT 
TALENTED  ARTIST. 


THE  MOST  COMPLETE 
PIANO-FORTE    INSTBUCTrON 
OF    THE   AGE. 


BOOK 


A.  E.  MUIiliER'S  METHOD 

FOR  THE 

REVISED    BY 

JULIITS    KK"OitR, 

IRANBLATED  FBOM  IDE  GERMAN  BY 

G.    A.    SCHMITT. 

A.  E.  MULLER  was  the  most  distinguished  Piano-forte 
Teacher  of  his  time,  and  his  works  are  held  in  high  esteem  by 
all  European  professors  of  music. 

JTTLIUS  KNOllR  is  unexcelled  as  an  instructor,  and  iei  par- 
ticularly known  for  his  thorough  knowleijige  of  the  mechanical 
properties  of  piano-playing,  and  the  exceeding  aptitude  he 
possesses  for  imparting  to  pupils  a  full  understanding  of  the 
peculiar  requisites  for  finished  execurion,  tvithout  which  no 
one  can  attain  any  proficit-ncy  in  the  art. 

MULLER  left  a  monument  to  his  own  memory  in  a  well  pre- 
pared Method  of  Piano  Instruction,  which  has  been  so  revised 
and  adapted  to  the  modurn  style  as  to  make  it  a  \\ork  of  un- 
surpassed merit.  Retaining  all  the  fundamental  points  of  the 
original,  Knorr  has  constructed  a  fabric  of  his  own,  of  tho 
most  authentic  and  thorough  nature,  llis  tact  in  so  arranging 
mateiial  for  scholars  as  to  make  it  of  the  greatest  pos.-^ible 
ftlTantago,  and  at  just  the  time  when  required,  is  well  dis- 
liked in  this  work. 

The  joint  production  of  two  such  eminently  practical  teach- 
ers cannot  be  other  than  an 

ELAIJORATE,  THOROUGH  AND  UNIQUE 

EMBBACINQ 

EVEKY   EEQUISITE 
For  each  grade  of  Tuition  and  Practice. 

This  work  contains 
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To  be  found  in 
KNORR'S     PREVIOUS     WORKS, 

Together  with  many 

^\^lich  the  author  has  found  of  the 

UTMOST  IMPORTANCE  IN  HIS  EXPERIENCE  AS 
A  TEACHER. 

This  translation  has  been  made  by  a  German  teacher,  who 
brought  to  the  task  the  results  of  a  long  experience  in  Piano- 
forte teaching,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe. 

The  German  Test  will  be  found  valuable  to  many  Teachers 
and  Scholars. 

The  work  is  comprised  in  170  large  quarto  pages. 

Complete,  T%vo  Parts  iu  one, §3. 

Separate  Farts,  cacli $S. 

The  FIRST  PART  contains  the  Elements  of  Music,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  Piano  ;  a  systematic  synopsis  of  the  Rules  of 
Fingering;  explanations  of  different  modes  of  Musical  Elocu- 
tion :  interwoven  in  all  of  which  is  a  useful  Guide  to  the 
Teacher. 

The  SECOND  PART  treats  of  Mechanical  Matters,  or  all 
that  belongs  to  the  department  of  Fingeiing  exclusively. 
More  fully  carried  out  by  Knorr  in  this,  than  in  any  of  his 
other  works. 

Published  by  OLIVEK  DITSOUT,  Boston: 

BfiKRY  &  Gordon,   New  York:    J.  E.  Gould,  Philiidelphia: 
D.  A.  Truax,  Cincinnati :  and  by  Mu.sic  Dealers  generally. 

fC?*Copies  can  be  sent  by  mail. 
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THE     LOVER     AND     BIRDS. 

Within  a  budding  grove, 
In  April's  ear  sang  every  bird  his  best, 
But  not  a  song  to  pleasure  my  unrest, 
Or  toucli  the  tears  unwept  of  bitter  love. 
Some  spake,  methought,  with  pity,  some  as  if  in  jest. 
To  every  word 
Of  every  bird 
I  listen'd,  and  replied  as  it  behove. 

Scream'd  Chaffinch,  "  Sweet,  sweet,  sweet! 
0  bring  my  pretty  love  to  meet  me  here!" 
"  Chaffinch,"  quoth  I,  "  be  dumb  awhile,  in  fear 
Thy  darling  prove  no  better  th.an  a  cheat; 
And  never  come,  or  tiy  when  wintry  days  appear." 
Yet  from  a  twig, 
With  voice  so  big, 
The  httle  fowl  his  utterance  did  repeat. 


Tlien  I,  "  the  man  forlorn 
Hears  Earth  send  up  a  foolish  noise  aloft." 
"  And  what'll  he  do?  what'll  he  do ! "  scoff'd 
The  Blackbird,  standing  in  an  ancient  thorn, 
Then  spread  his  sooty  wings  and  flitted  to  the  croft, 
With  cackling  laugh: 
Whom  I,  being  half 
Enraged,  call'd  after,  giving  back  his  scorn. 

Worse  mock'd  the  Thrush,  "  Die!  die! 

0  could  he  do  it?  could  ho  do  it?  Nay! 

Be  quick!  be  quick!     Here,  here,  here !"  (went  his 

lay) 
"Take  heed!  take  heed!"  then,  "Why?  why?  why? 
why  ?  why  V 
See-eo  now!  see-ee  now!"  (he  drawl'd)  "Back!  back! 
back !  R-r-r-run  away !" 
0  Thrush,  be  still! 
Or,  at  thy  will, 
Seek  some  less  sad  interpreter  than  I! 

"  Air,  air !  blue  air  and  white ! 
Whither  I  flee,  whither,  0  whither,  0  whither  I  flee !" 
(Thus  the  Lark  hurried,  mounting  from  the  lea) 
"  Hills,  countries,  many  waters  glittering  bright. 
Whither  I  see,  whither  I  see!"  deeper,  deeper,  deeper, 
whither  I  see,  see,  see !" 
Gay  Lark,  I  said. 
The  song  that's  bred 
In  happy  nest  may  well  to  heav'n  make  flight. 

"  There's  something,  something  sad, 

1  half  remember" — piped  a  broken  strain. 
Well  sung,  sweet  Robin  !     Robin  sung  again, 

"  Spring's  opening  cheerily,  cheerily  !  be  we  glad!" 
Which  moved,  I  wisit  not  why,  me  melancholy  mad, 
Till  now,  grown  meek, 
With  wetted  cheek, 
Most  comforting  and  gentle  thoughts  I  had. 

AUiiitjhxirCs  Day  and  Nit/ht  Songs. 


[Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Review  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY   A.    OULIBICHEFF. 

(Continued  from  p.  83  ) 

Church  Music  ^ya3  not  destined  to  remain  long 
what  the  patriarchs  of  harmony  had  made  it, 
something  pure  and  earnest,  like  a  picture  of 
Holbein,  touching  the  infinite  on  both  sides,  by 
the  grandeur  of  the  effect  as  a  whole,  and  by  the 
wonderful  tenderness  of  the  details,  like  the  Goth- 
ic temples,  within  -which  it  edified  a  Christian 
audience.  It  connected  itself  with  the  progress 
of  the  art,  and  the  spirit  of  the  times  which 
followed.  Ornamental  Cantilenas,  vocal  solos, 
were  admitted  into  its  works,  so  that  by  degrees, 
toward  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  it  be- 
came  as  beautiful   as   the   opera;  —  indeed,  so 
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beautiful  that  the  dilettanti  forgot,  in  hearing  it, 
to  pray  to  God  ;  —  so  beautiful,  that  at  thi.s  day 
it  seems  only  a  profanation,  in  bad  taste,  a  lamen- 
table monument  of  the  weakness  of  composers. 
Does  not  Jojielli,  the  learned  one  of  his  time, 
who  begged  instruction  in  counterpoint  of  Father 
Martini,  that  last  relic  of  the  contrapuntists 
of  the  old  stamp,  tell  us  clearly  enough,  how 
much  the  fundamental  musical  studies  were  at 
that  time  neglected  in  the  land  of  Palestrina, 
Alessandro  Scarlatti  and  Leo  ?  The  abuse  of 
the  melodic  stjde  killed  the  music  of  the  Roman 
Church,  as  the  excess  of  the  canonical  style  had 
killed  it  before.  It  fell,  because  it  had  eaten  of 
the  forbidden  fruit  of  the  music  of  the  theatre, 
which  however,  judging  from  the  contempora- 
neous scores,  did  not  grow  upon  the  tree  of  wis- 
dom. And  now  a  second  Palestrina,  greater  than 
the  first,  since  he  was  a  universal  reformer,  was 
commissioned  to  restore  to  the  music  of  the  Latin 
Church  its  ancient  sacredness,  while  he  not  only 
retained  the  modern  riches,  but  increased  them 
ten-fold.  The  temple  of  truth  required  a  voice 
e.xalted  above  all  worldly  voices ;  a  voice,  which 
with  the  aid  of  the  combined  power  of  the  fugue 
and  the  church  song,  of  expressive  melody  and 
of  harmony  that  stirs  to  the  lowest  deeps,  of  the 
organ  and  the  orchestra,  as  one  great  whole, 
should  preach  the  greatness  of  God  with  the 
same  splendor  and  the  same  seductive  power, 
that  the  silent  miracles  of  painting  and  of  archi- 
tecture spake  to  the  souls  of  the  faithful.  Music 
had  its  liaphael  and  its  Michael  Angelo  united  in 
one  person,  as  it  had  had  two  centuries  earlier 
its  Holbein  and  its  Albrecht  Durer. 

At  the  same  time  that  works  of  the  sacred  kind 
attained  to  true  religious  expression,  the  secular 
muMO  became  an  independent  and  a  real  thing, 
and  that  by  means  of  the  harmonico-melodious 
style  peculiar  to  it.  It  is  common  to  connect 
the  origin  of  this  style  with  the  foundation  of  the 
musical  drama  in  Italy.-  But  that  is  a  mistake. 
The  melodic  style  existed  already  and  was  en- 
tirely distinct  from  the  choral  song  and  from  the 
fugue  of  the  sixteenth  century;  it  was  the  pro- 
duct of  nece.<!sarily  active  causes,  already  men- 
tioned in  this  introduction,  and  not  of  an  acci- 
dental cause,  as  were  the  idea  and  the  foundation 
of  the  spectacle,  now  called  the  Opera.  So  soon 
as  harmony  was  understood  well  enough  to  ac- 
company song  in  only  a  half  correct  and  natural 
manner,  the  original  and  until  then  undevel- 
oped element  of  music  must  have  resumed  its 
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fortrotten  but  not  obsolete  rights.  It  was  with  the 
want  of  melody,  as  it  has  been  with  all  the  wants 
tlr\t  orii;inate  with  the  progress  of  civilization  ; 
men  felt  it,  just  so  soon  as  the  pov/er  of  satisfying 
it  was  given  to  the  composers.  The  invention  of 
an  expressive  song,  however,  was  still  a  very 
(lifHciilt  matter  for  the  masters  of  the  sixteenth 
century ;  so  that  thev  began  with  learning  this 
new  style  from  melodies  already  in  existence, 
that  is  to  say,  the  people's  songs.  Palestrina's 
contemporaries  did  not  venture  yet,  as  melodists, 
with  ease  and  grace  to  control  the  inspirations  of 
simple  nature.  They  arranged  Neapolitan'songs 
for  several  voices;  (CanzoncUe,Villote,  and  Vil- 
lanelle  alia  Napolitana)  ;  they  varied  other 
national  songs  for  instruments;  they  composed 
halletii  or  dance  [airs,  that  could'ibe  played  and 
danced  to.  With  the  first  tones  of  singing  and 
dancing  nuisic,§of  music  for  every  body,  every 
body  tnrned  musician;  amateurs  sprang  up  in 
hosts,  like  the  swarms' of  flies,  that  'are"  tempted 
out  by  the  first  beams  of  the  Spring  sun.  The 
reader  no  doubt  will  (hank  me,  if  I  give  a  sample 
of  the  music  which  charmed  the  dilettanti  of  the 
sixteenth  century.  A  halletto  by  Gastoldi  di 
CAREAVAGGioXfound  in'a  collection  published 
injlSSl)  will  show  the'_character  of  the  pieces  in 
parts,  of  elegant  style,  at  that  time. 
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That  sounds  almost  like  modern  music,  both  as 
regards  melody  and  harmony.  Change  a  few 
perfect  chords,  which  injure  the  modal  connec- 
tion, into  chords  of  the  seventh,  and  you  have  a 
ittle  melodious,  well  cadenced,   cjuite   correctly 


written  chorus  of  our  own  time ;  its  expression, 
to  be  sure,  is  rather  oi'dinary,  but  it  may  haV6 
been  very  original  two  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago.  The  following,  however,  is  much  more  re- 
markable and  more  interesting;  it  is  an  old 
English  ballad  for  one  voice,  with  an  accompa- 
niment for  the  clavichord.  It  was  instrumented 
and  varied  by  Bird. 
Forlime. 
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Yet  reapt  dis- 


This  piece,  taken  trom  Queen  Elizabeth's 
Virginal  Book,  appears  to  me  remai-kable  in 
more  than  one  respect.  Although  the  melody  of 
Fortune  passed  for  old  even  at  Elizabeth's  time, 
yet  from  its  turn  and  expression  you  might  take 
it  for  one  of  yesterday.  So  precisely  is  the  key 
preserved,  and  so  definite  the  modulation,  that 
Bird,  in  spite  of  the  harmonic  traditions  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  has  erred  here  in  no  single 
chord ;  he  has  clothed  the  song  entirely  in  the 
modern  manner,  and  has  even  given  to  the  bass 
that  characteristic  movement,  which  must  dis- 
tinguish it  from  the  other  parts,  and  which  it  had 
never  had  before.  Melody  and  bass  hero  en- 
twine in  fruitful  union,  as  if  forevermore  insepa- 
rable, one  bod3-  and  one  soul.  A  great  moment 
in  the  history  of  music.  Here  we  see  music 
complete  the  vast  circuit  of  its  elementary  ad- 
vances, and  reach  its  goal  in  arriving  at  its  start- 
ing-point; here  are  the  tvpo  elements  of  music, 
the  one  purified,  improved  and  completed  bj'  the 
other,  brought  back  to  their  common  principle 
and  united  in  an  indissoluble  whole,  after  having 
been  for  centuries  long  like  two  heterogeneous 
and  hostile  fractions,  of  which  one  represented 
an  imperfect  science,  and  the  other  an  unfruitful 
nature.  The  long  antagonism  of  music  in  the 
state  of  nature,  and  music  in  the  state  of  art,  ends 
in  the  wonderful  Romanza,  which  I  have  given 
above,  and  which  I  justlj'  call  so,  for  one  might 
sing  it  to-day  without  suspecting  it  of  age. 

The   Musical   Drama,  at  which  we  have  now 


arrived,  and  which  dates  its  beginning  exactly 
with  the  seventeenth  century,  was  at  its  origin 
so  far  from  contributing  to  the  perfection  of  me- 
lodic style,  that  in  the  course  of  fifty  years  it 
produced  neither  a  chorus,  nor  a  cantilena, 
which  would  compare  even  remotely  with  the 
examples  above  adduced.  To  find  anything 
better,  we  must  come  down  as  far  as  Stradella 
and  Carissimi. 

Weak  and  insignificant  and  feebly  adapted  to 
their  ends  as  the  first  lyric-dramatic  attempts, 
begotten  by  the  opera,  were,  they  nevertheless 
deserve  our  most  serious  attention.  If  the  idea 
of  the  lyric  drama  was  not  the  necessary  cause, 
yet  in  its  remote  and  at  first  totally  unforeseen 
consequences  it  was  the  most  active  furtherance 
of  that  extraordinary  impetus,  which  in  the 
eighteenth  century  carried  Art  so  high  and  so  far ; 
of  which  our  century  has  to  define  the  end  and 
to  determine  the  goal ;  beyond  which  we  already 
recognize  a  further  advance ;  that  has  changed 
already  several  times,  still  changes,  will  continue 
to  change,  but  which  nevertheless  will  be  an  in- 
disputable advance  in  all  branches  of  composi- 
tion, as  it  was  to  Mozart's  time  inclusive. 

The  thought  of  the  musical  drama  first  gave 
birth  to  Recitative,  which  was  one  of  its  first 
conditions.  As  this  became  better  comprehended, 
we  see  gradually  springing  from  it :  first,  dramatic 
melody,  which  alone  could  fix  the  department; 
then  instrumental  music  in  the  grand  symphony, 
which  became  indispensable  for  the  accompani- 
ment of  singing  in  a  great  opera  house,  since  the 
song  was  assigned  to  a  single  voice ;  and  finally 
virtuosity  with  all  its  dazzling  arts.  Under  the 
exclusive  dominion  of  the  contrapuntal  style,  the 
talent  of  execution  naturally  limited  itself  to 
keeping  time  and  avoiding  false  intonation. 

I  know  no  writer  who  has  taken  the  pains  to 
dwell  upon  the  remarkable  fact,  that  so  fruitful  a 
thought  seemed  to  the  mindti  of  those,  who  con- 
ceived it,  only  a  literary  improvement  and  one 
but  slightly  favorable  to  music,  as  the  reader  will 
himself  see  below.  It  seems  to  me,  that  we  can- 
not pass  over  this  circumstance  without  remark 
and  unexamined. 

[To  be  continued.] 


For  Dwight'a  Journal  of  Mnsic. 

The  "Old  Hmidreth "—Letter  from  Rev.  Mr. 
Havergal. 

Sir, — Kindly  allow  me  space  for  a  few  re- 
marks on  ■  an  article  headed  "  Frotn  my  Diary, 
No.  XLVII.,"  in  your  Journal  for  May  13, 
1854. 

When  a  writer  speaks  somewhat  as  an  oracle, 
he  cannot  be  too  discreet  or  too  careful.  The 
gentleman  who  gives  you  a  quotation  from  his 
own  Diary  respecting  my  little  History  of  the 
Old  Hundredth  Psalm  Tune,  says:  "It  is  a  sub- 
ject for  which  I  gave  no  little  time  and  labor, 
some  years  since."  Now,  if  instead  Of  telling  us 
this,  just  at  the  present  time,  he  had  given  you  or 
some  other  journalist,  an  account  of  his  researches 
"  some  years  ago,"  it  would  have  saved  the  in- 
fliction upon  the  public  of  my  humble  History: 
especially  as  he  seems  to  have  discovered  exactly 
those  two  points  which  "  are  the  pride  of  my 
book,"  as  an  old  author  writes,  viz :  That  the 
tune  is  a  fragmental  compilation  and  that  Wil- 
liam Franc,  of  Geneva,  was  the  compiler.  Should, 
however,  your  correspondent  be  able  to  brin" 
from   his   Diary  some   additional  information  of 


[<T\\ 


BOSTON,    JUNE    24,    1854 


1)1 


=^ 


the  kind  most  needed,  I  shall  be  but  too  happy 
to  trim  my  lamp  at  the  flame  of  his  luminary. 

Your  Correspondent  may  be  pretty  sure  that 
he  is  only  committing  himself  to  a  forlorn  liope, 
in  expressing  his  belief  that  "  the  writer  in  the 
New  England  Puritan  is  in  the  right."  If  that 
writer  can  produce  a  saleable  copy  of  the  Psalter 
of  1562,  with  the  tune  of  the  Old  Hundreth  in 
it,  I  doubt  not  that  any  of  our  great  libraries 
would  purchase  it  for  its  weight  in  gold.  It  will 
be  as  singular  a  fact  as  any  in  the  annals  of 
literature,  if  "  a  "writer  in  the  New  England 
Puritan "  can  bring  forwar<l  a  copy  of  a  book 
for  which  all  the  antiquaries  of  Old  England 
have  long  sought  in  vain. 

It  is  desirable  for  your  Diary-Correspondent  to 
be  told  that  the  spe.cimens  of  the  tune  which  he 
gives  as  "  curious,"  are  not  at  all  curious,  as  re- 
gards the  tune  itself.  They  are  merely  speci- 
mens of  a  mode  in  which  all  the  Psalter  tunes 
were,  for  a  season,  published.  I  have  two  copies 
of  an  earlier  date  than  either  of  his,  viz:  one  of 
1'577  and  another  of  1578,  in  whicli  all  the  tunes 
are  printed  with  tlie  notes  lettered,  and  to  which 
is  prefixed  the  notice  "  To  the  Keader,"  which 
your  Correspondent  quotes.  Besides,  Sir  John 
Hawkins  has  discoursed  about  the  whole  matter, 
in  his  History  of  Music,  Vol.  III.  p.  509.  Mr. 
Hullah,  also,  in  the  Preface  to  his  Psalter,  p.  11, 
twelve  years  ago,  printed  all  that  }-our  Corres- 
pondent has  quoted,  and,  with  the  quotation,  all 
the  errors  into  which  Sir  John  had  fallen.  I 
could  tell  your  correspondent  more  about  his  own 
copies,  and  others  also  of  my  own,  were  it  worth 
while. 

And  now,  Sir,  this  same  correspondent  must 
submit  to  be  told,  that  his  "  curious  fact  "  about 
nty  not  being  able  to  find,  in  England,  a  pub- 
lisher for  my  history,  is  a  mean  fiction.  Upon 
what  possible  grounds  he  ventured  the  fiction-fact, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  imagine.  The  simple  circum- 
stances of  the  case  are  these  :  Just  before  going 
to  Germany,  as  an  eye  patient,  in  November 
1852,  I  committed  the  MS.  of  my  History  to  an 
eminent  publisher  in  London.  Commercial  per- 
plexities caused  delay.  At  length  the  publisher 
failed.  In  the  confusion  which  followed  liis  bank- 
ruptcy, my  manuscript  was  missed,  and  for  a  time, 
apparently  lost.  Your  highly  respected  fellOw- 
citizen,  BIr.  Lowell  Mason,  being  on  the  spot, 
was  indefatigable  in  his  efibrts  to  recover  it.  At 
last  he  succeeded ;  but  only  on  the  eve  of  his 
departure  from  England.  Not  knowiflg  what 
better  course  to  adopt,  he-  took  the  manuscript 
with  him  to  New  York,  and,  of  his  own  sponta- 
neous good  will,  made  me  a  generous  offer  to 
print  and  publish  it  in  that  city.  As  soon  as  a 
copy  reached  London,  one  of  its  well  known 
publishers  made  arrangements  with  me  for  an 
English  edition.     These  are  the  facts  of  the  case. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  your  Review  of  the 
History  of  Music  before  Mozart,  and  shall  be 
glad  to  see  the  remainder. 

I  am,  Yours  &c., 

W.  H.  Haveugal. 

Worcester,  (Englasd,)  June  2,  1854. 
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Congregational  Singing  in  New  York. 

New  York,  June  5, 1854. 

My   Dear   Dwight : — Having  in   my   rambles 

strayed  to  this  good  eity,  I  was  invited  yesterday 

to  attend  the  morning  service  at  Dr.  W.'s  church, 

at   the   corner   of  West   Twentieth   Street   and 


Sixth  Avenue,  with  the  promise  of  hearing  some 
fine  congregational  singing.  "  See  Naples  and 
die,"  says  the  proverb,  and  have  1  not  long  since 
heard  the  perfection  of  congregational  singing,  in 
C,  luider  the  precenlorship  of  tliat  sturdy  native- 
American  musician,  J.  R.'?  I  had  intended  to 
give  myself  up  onee  more  to  the  cnjoyuient  of 
listening  to  King's  organ-playing  and  the  ecclesi- 
astico-secular  quartet  at  Grace  churcli.  So  that, 
somewhat  doubtingly,  I  accepted  my  friend's  in- 
vitation ;  but  for  once,  virtue  met  its  reward. 
You  have  doubtless  seen  the  church  in  question, 
a  fine  building,  of  warm-colored  freestone,  with 
the  ivy  creeping  over  its  walls  and  those  of  .the 
rectory  adjoining. 

The  organ  stands  in  a  lolt  in  the  northern  tran- 
sept, while  opposite  is  ranged  the  choir  of  boys. 
After  a  voluntary,  selected  from  a  Mass  by 
Haydn,  all  that  part  of  the  service  which  may  be 
said  "  or  sung,"  including  the  psalm  for  the  day, 
the  responses  to  the  commandments,  &c.,  was 
chanted  in  the  most  excpiisite  manner, — the  alter- 
nate verses  of  the  psalm  antiphonally  by  the 
choir  and  congregation — and  the  remainder  of 
the  service  by  both  and  all,  without  hesitation  or 
dragging,  but  as  promptly,  accurately,  and  with 
as  correct  a  division  of  syllables,  accented  and 
unaccented,  as  any  chorus  which  I  have  ever 
heard.  How  such  perfection  has  been  attained, 
unless  by  years  of  practice,  I  am  unable  to 
divine. 

To  show  that  I  was  not  alone  in  my  estimate  of 
the  excellence  of  the  music,  I  will  add  that  a 
friend  by  my  side,  wdiose  affinities  would  hardly 
have  led  him  to  an  habitual  attendance  in  any 
earthly  tabernacle  as  the  patliway  to  the  "  Elysian 
Fields,"  was  so  impressed  by  it  that  he  then  and 
there  averred  his  readiness,  if  it  were  only  in  his 
power,  to  listen  to  it  twice  upon  each  and  every 
of  the  fifty-two  Sabbaths  in  the  year !  Pray  at- 
tend yourself  when  next  you  come  this  way, 
taking  good  care  to  be  punctual,  for,  tliough  the 
seats  are  free  to  all,  so  many  are  the  habitues, 
that  an  entrance  is  not  vouclisafed  to  liim  who 
comes  late. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  Sunday,  June  4th,  A.  D. 
1854,  is  marked  with  the  whitest  stone  in  my  col- 
lection, and  I  live  in  hope  of  hearing,  at  no  dis- 
tant day,  such  singing  in  some  of  our  New  Eng- 
land churches,  convinced  at  last  that  it  is  both 
possible  and  practicable.         Yours  truly, 

Iota. 

[From  tlie  Salem  llegister.] 

Jullien-Bamiini-8squ8. 

We  understand  that  M.  Jullien,  late  leader  of 
the  Jullien  band,  now  Chef  d' Orchestres  unis 
d'Amerir/ue,  encouraged  by  the  recent  success  of 
his  Grand  Descriptive  Firemen's  Quads-Uk',  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  is  about  to  carrj-  into  exe- 
cution, in  co-operation  with  the  Napoleon  of  the 
age  and  world-renowned  magician,  Mr.  Barnum, 
an  antediluvian  mammoth  plan,  which  during  his 
sojourn  at  London  he  first  conceived,  but  which, 
for  want  of  sympathising  spirit,  and  proper  assist- 
ance, he  was  forced  to  abandon. 

It  is  rumored  that  he  is  busily  engaged  in  the 
composition  of  a  "  Grand  Mammoth  Concert 
Volcano  Quadrille,"  in  which  musical  feats  are 
said  to  be  displayed  to  the  American  public  such 
as  heretofore  no  musical  man  has  been  musically 
great  enough  to  offer. 

Being  fully  aware  of  the  feeble  power  of  our 
pen,_and  of  the  impossibility  of  doing  justice  to 
JuUien's  gigantic  ideas,  we  prefer  to  abstain  from 
all  praise,  and  merely  sum  up  a  few  of  the  as- 
tounding features  of  this  "  Volcano-Quadrille," 


without  any  additional  embellishment,  just  as  they 
have  come  to  our  ears.  They  will  and  must 
speak  for  themselves  ; — and  the  American  public, 
whether  artistic  or  not  artistic,  can  not  but  per- 
ceive at  once  their  unprecedented  grandeur, 
being  wholly  nnparallehnl  in  the  annals  of  musi- 
cal productions.  If  they,  in  the  vocabulary  of 
the  English  language,  can  find  words  sufficiently 
expressive  and  emphatic  to  chant  Jullicn's  "  eagle 
spirit,"  in  terms  adequate  to  the  loftiness  of  his 
ideas,  we  trust  that  they,  one  and  all,  will  pour 
forth  their  strains  "  unisono,"  or  in  pleasing  har- 
mony ;  but,  whether  it  be  the  former  or  latter, 
let  it  hefff 

It  is  rumered'that  his  agents  are  traversing  the 
States  of  Uncle  Sam  with  unlimited  power  to 
co^itract  for  the  use  of  six  frigate  steamers,  to  bo 
sent  to  Sicily,  in  order  to  transport  thence  across 
the  Atlantic,  for  the  purpose  of  heightening  the 
effect  of  his  "  Grand  Mammoth  Concert- Volcano 
Quadrille,"  (startle  not,  gentle  reader  !)  the  Vol- 
cano Mt.  Etna  !  If  Uncle  Sam  should  object 
to  such  a  transportation,  on  the  ground  of  its 
unconstitutionality,  (because  his  constitulion  does 
not  contain  advices  either  pro  or  contra.)  Mr. 
Barnum,  like  a  modern  Atlas,  is  said  to  have 
kindly  volunteered  to  go  to  Sicily  himself,  and  to 
bring  to  this  country,  on  his  own  .thoulders,  said 
volcano.  We  cannot  but  admit  the  originality 
and  greatness  of  the  design  ; — but  how  this  vol- 
cano is  to  find  room  in  the  Crystal  Palace,  we  can 
not  possibly  conceive.  The  ingenuity  of  Mon- 
sieur Jullien,  Chef  d' Orchestres  unis  d'Amerique, 
with  the  co-agency  of  Mr.  Barnum,  alone  can  do 
it.  To  them  and  their  care  we  submit  this  gigan- 
tic task. 

It  is  rumored,  farther,  that  on  account  of  the 
marvellous  construction  of  this  "  Volcano  Quad- 
rille," Monsieur  Jullien  has  deemed  it  expedient 
to  invent  certain  musical  instruments,  and  to  build 
others  on  a  larger  scale  than  ever  were  seen  in 
any  concert  room.  The  string  department  seemed 
too  meagre  to  the  chai'acter  of  his  new  Quadrille. 
He  is  said,  therefore,  to  have  purchased  a  neic 
frigate,  three  schooners  of  moderate  size,  and  six 
i/achts,  to  be  used  as  a  Doable  Bass,  Violoncellos 
and  Violins,  for  which  purpose  the  masts  were 
taken  out,  and  everything  in  them  arranged  ac- 
cording to  the  plan  of  Monsieur  -'  Ilornfinger," 
once  Capelmeister  to  his  imperial  majesty,  the 
emperor  of  Russia.  In  the  place  of  bowsprits. 
Monsieur  Jullien  has  attached  to  the  body  of  said 
crafts  colossal  necks,  varying  in  strength  and  di- 
mensions according  to  the  natui-e  of  the  instru- 
ment. The  bridges-  of  the  instruments  are  layers 
of  bricks ;  the  strings  of  the  frigate  Double  Bass 
consist  of  cables,  such  as  are  used  as  shi'ouds  on 
board  of  the  "  Ohio," — the  two  lower  ones  being 
the  strongest  anchor  cables  that  could  be  found, 
overspun  with  copper  wire. 

The  schooner- Violoncellos  and  yacht-Violins, 
have  strings  in  proporsion.  Any  one,  though  he 
may  never  have  seen,  much  less  have  handled  a 
violin  or  double-bass,  will  readily  conceive  of  the 
impracticability,  to  say  the  least,  of  fingering 
these  instruments.  They  must  be  footed  ;  conse- 
quently Monsieur  Jullien  is  said  to  have  had  his 
measure  taken  for  a  pair  of  six  inch-thick  soled- 
whaling  hoots,  which  (as  a  peculiar  favor  to  the 
American  public  in  general  and  to  the  citizens  of 
N.  Y.  in  particular,  and  especially  to  the  ladies,) 
he  will  put  on  in  presence  of  the  audience  on  the 
evening  of  the  concert.  After  having  accom- 
plished this  act  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  he  will 
fall  back  in  his  arm  chair,  reflect  40  seconds  and 
then  jump  up  to  exhibit  his  virtuosity  in  hooting 
the  frigate  double-bass.  He  will  run  over  the 
key-board  in  thirds,  and  finish  with  a  grand  finale 
in  octaves;  yet  while  concentrating  all  his  physi- 
cal strength  in  the  "  booting  of  the  strings,"  he 
will  sway  his  baton  uninteiTuptedly  and  lead  on 
as  if  he  were  quietly  parading  before  his  great 
stand.  The  frigate  double-bass-bow,  (for  the 
casting  of  which  1.3  tons  of  iron  wxre  hardly  sufli- 
cient,)  will  be  drawn  across  the  instrument  by  a 
steam  engine  of  several  hundred  horse  power, 
manufactured  expressly  for  this  occasion.  As  all 
the  steam  will  not  be  requisite  for  "  bowing,"  the 
surplus  will  be  used  for  the  blowing  of  several 
mammoth  flutes,  one  of  wdueh,  they  say,  measures 
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no  less  than  65  feet,  with  keys  as  large  round  as 
a  genuine  Dutch  pancake. 

Many  more  things  have  been  rumored  into  our 
ears;  but  we  wish  not  to  anticipate  the  Chef  d' 
Orchestres  unis  d'Amerigue,  and  will  theretbre 
close  our  remarks  here.  But  while  we  are  sensi- 
ble of  Monsieur  Jullien's  endeavors,  we  cannot 
forbear  mentioning  another  piece  of  his  unequalled 
ingenuisy,  which  rumor  has  also  conveyed  to  our 
ears.  Monsieur  Jullien  is  said  to  be  most  desirous 
of  raising  and  directing  the  taste  of  the  American 
public ;  and  to  accomplish  his  laudable  desires, 
he  has  oi'dered  of  Mr.  Stuart,  the  well  known 
candy  manufacturer,  50,000  lbs.  of  steam  refined 
candies,  to  be  done  up  in  neat  little  packages, 
enveloped  separatel3'  in  a  copy  of  Monsieur  Jul- 
lien's Grand  Mammoth  Concei-t  Volcano  Quadrille, 
to  be  thrown  from  the  bowels  of  the  volcano  at 
the  ladies  among  the  audience.  This  is  certainly 
and  mdisputably  the  true  and  only  way  of  insuring 
success.  C  Sharp. 
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IjOndon. 

Royal  Italian  Opera.  Since  our  last  summary 
there  have  been  representations  of  the  Barbitre  and  Fi- 
dtlio.  On  the  15th  of  May,  1  Puiiiani  was  performed, 
with  Mario,  Lablache,  Ronconi  and  M'me  Bosio,  who  is 
pronounced  the  best  Elvira  after  Grisi.  A  Boston  or  New 
York  habitue  can  conceive  how  gracefully  she  warbled 
such  sparkling  Bellini  strains  as  Son  veri/ine  vezzosa,  and 
the  latter  part  of  Qai  la  voce."  As  if  enough  was  not  as 
good  as  a  feast,  two  acts  of  Mnsanirllo  were  appended, 
for  Sig.  'raniberhk.  —  Verdi's  RiyuUlto  formed  the  next 
attraction;  "  never  was  opera  more  splendidly  sustained 
in  every  prticular,"  so  they  say.  Mario  created  the 
usual  furore  with  La  Donna  c  mobilt ;  and  the  gem  of 
the  piece,  the  dramatic  quatuor;  Bella  flylia  del  aiiiore 
(just  about  to  be  published  hero  by  our  indefatiguable 
Ditson),  sung  by  Mario,  Ronconi,  Bosio  and  Nantier 
DidI6e,  was  repeated.  In  the  repetition  on  the  next 
night  M'lle  Marai  took  the  part  of  Gilda,  Bosio  being 
indisposed.— The  Bnrbiere  and  part  of  FidtUo  made  up 
the  bill  for  an  extra  night;  and  again  the  Elislr  d'  Amnre 
and  two  acts  of  Masanitllo. 

Royal  Opera,  Drury  Laxe. — Here  too  Fidtlio  has 
been  given  by  the  German  company,  and  of  course  in 
German.  Great  was  the  crowd  to  hear  the  thing  in  the 
original.  The  Rocco  of  Herr  Formes  was  all  that  conld 
be  desired ;  but  Hme.  Caradori's  Fidelid  did  not  answer 
expectation;  Herr  Reichardt's  Florestan,  Mile.  Sedlat- 
zek's  Mai'celliua,  Herr  Hcilzel's  PiZiirro.  Herr  Lane's 
Jacqnino  and  Mr.  Hamilton  Bniham's  small  part  of  the 
Minister,  are  all  well  spoken  of. — This  w'as  followed  on 
the  next  night,  by  English  opera  fi  r  the  first  time.  The 
piece  was  "  Fra  Diavolo,"  in  which  Sims  Reeves  had  an 
"  uproarious  "  reception.  Mrs.  Sims  Reeves  was  Zer- 
lina;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weiss  were  Lord  and  Lady  All- 
cash. — May  22d,  a  German  night  again;  Don  Juan,  with 
1  Mme.  Rndersdorf  as  Donna  Anna  and  HeiT  PasqutS  as 
the  Don,  both  new  and  not  admired  to  the  extent  of 
their  German  fime.  Mme.  Caradori  was  Donna  Elvira'; 
Mile.  Agnes  Buiy,  Zerlina;  Reichardt,  Ottavio;  and 
Formes,  Leporello. 

OKcnESTKAL  Co>XEKTS. —  The  sixth  Philharmonic 
Concert  offered  by  way  of  sj-mphonies,  Mozart's  in  G 
minor,  and  Beethoven's  Eroica;  for  overtures,  Oberon^ 
and  Spohr's  Der  Akhyinist;  songs  and  duets  by  Clara 
Novello  and  Sig.  Gardoni. 

The  great  feature  in  the  fourth  concert  of  the  New 
Philharmonic  w-as  Beethoven's  "  Choral  Symphony," 
directed  by  Lindpaintner,  the  vocal  solos  by  Mme.  Cara- 
dori, Sims  Reeves,  &c.  This  was  preceded  by  the  over- 
ture to  a  MS.  opera  by  Benedict  (**  The  Minnesingers"); 
a  selection  from  Leslie's  ''Immanuel";  Beethoven's 
piano  Concerto  in  G,  played  by  a  precocious  young 
Master  John  Barnett;  a  scena  (by  Reeves)  from  Haydn's 
Orfeo  ed  Eundice ;  and  Lindpaintner's  overture,  Die 
Corsen. — At  the  fifth  concert  were  performed  Mendels- 
sohn's •'  Scotch  "  Symphony,  Beethoven's  Leonore  over- 
ture, and  three  ntw  overtures;  one  by  Horsley  ("  Co- 
mas"), one  by  Silas  ("Olivier  Brussen"),  and  one  by 


Praeger.  Prudent,  the  pianist,  played  a  fantassia  of  his 
own. 

The  Orchestral  Union,  at  its  second  concert,  gave  Bee- 
thoven s  CoHolanusovQY\.\ixc\  one  of  Hummel's  Concertos, 
played  by  Herr  Pauer;  a  Symphony  by  Haydn  in  G;  a 
Concerto  for  flute;  and  a  MS.  overture  by  Mr.  Cipriani 
Potter.     Conductor,  Mr.  Alfred  Mellon. 

Beethoven's  "Pastoral"  Symphony,  Mendelssohn's 
overture  to  Ruy  Bias,  and  an  overture  ("  The  Templar") 
by  Henry  Leslie,  were  played  at  the  fourth  concert  of 
the  Amateur  Musical  Society,  Mr.  G.  A.  Osborne  Con- 
ductor. The  next  programme  was  to  be  three  parts 
English,  including  a  symphony  by  Leslie,  a  selection 
from  Macfarren's  "  Sleeper  Awakened,"  an  overture  by 
Osborne,  and  a  song  by  Miss  Gabriel. 

Chamker  Concerts  still  .abound.  Ella's  Musical 
Union,  the  Quartet  Association,  Mrs.  John  Macfarren's 
Soirees,  &c.,  &c.,  afford  continued  hearings  of  the 
quartets,  trios,  sonatas,  &c.,  of  Beethoven,  Mozart,  Cheru- 
bim, Mendelssohn,  and  all  the  so-called  standard  classics. 

The  Crystal  Palace,  at  Sydenham,  was  to  be 
opened  by  the  Queen,  with  musical,  as  well  as  religious 
ceremonies;  the  pr.ncipal  choral  societies,  to  the  number 
of  1,000  voices,  takmg  part.  The  selections  very  wisely, 
were  confined  to  pieces  best  adapted  to  the  building, 
such  as  Handel's  choruses,  the  Old  Hundredth,  &c. 

Germany. 

Vienna. — In  honor  of  the  young  Emperoi-'s  marriage, 
an  adaptation  of  Rossini's  Cantata,  "  The  Journey  to 
Rheims,"  was  performed  at  the  Opera,  with  great  splen- 
dor. There  was  a  Jubilee  Overture,  composed  for  the 
same  occasion,  by  Carl  Haslinger  upon  Austrian  and 
Bavarian  melodies;  and  a  Te  Deum,  by  Hblzl,  capell- 
meister  to  the  Cathedral  of  Funfkirchen. — Mme.  Gold- 
schmidt's  concerts  continued  as  attractive  as  ever. — 
Verdi's  Rifjulctlo  has  been  the  favorite  piece  this  season 
at  the  Imperial  Opera.  His  Trovalore  also  has  been 
given  for  the  first  time,  witli  good  success,  under  the 
direction  of  Carl  Eckert.  Fiaulein  Demeric  .and  Sig. 
Bettini  were  much  applauded  in  the  parts  of  the  gypsey 
and  the  trovalore.  Mme.  Medori  has  distinguished  her- 
self in  Lucrezia  Borgia;  she  is  engaged  for  the  next 
Carnival  at  the  San  Carlo,  in  Naples. 

A  grand  concert  has  been  given  by  the  members  of 
the  Akadtmie  der  Tonhunst.  to  the  founders  and  sup- 
porters of  that  institution,  in  commeinoratinn  of  the 
Emperor's  marriage  The  concert  began  with  a  pro- 
logue written  for  tlie  occasion  by  Dr.  J.  R.  Vngel.  and 
recited  by  Fraulein  Purkinje.  -The  principal  feature 
of  the  evening  was  the  performance  of  four  choruses, 
under  the  direction  of  Herr  Lorenz  Hauptman,  the  mas- 
ter of  sinking,  which  were  admirably  given  and  well  se- 
lected. The  first  was  from  Handel's  oratorio  of  "  Her- 
cules," the  second  from  Rossini's  Semiramide,  the  third 
from  Herr  Schumann's  Pilijerfahrt  der  Rose,  and  the 
fourth,  with  recitative  and  bass  solo,  from  John  Seb.as- 
tiim  Bach's  church  cantata,  *^  Am  Festeder  Beschneidung 
Christi.''  Among  the  solos  were  Susanna's  aria  from 
Figaro,  some  Lieder  of  Mendelssohn,  Herr  Schmidtler's 
SdnyeriSnig,  and  Fesca's  "  Wanderer,"  etc.  The  in- 
strumental part  of  the  programme  consisted  of  one  of 
Beethoven's  sonatas  for  piano-forte  and  violoncello,  and 
a  Fantasie  BriUiante,  by  Professor  Benesch. 

Weimar. — A  new  symphony,  by  Liszt,  entitled  Ma- 
zeppa,  has  been  well  received. — The  last  operas  at  the 
theatre  were  Eunjan/he,  Lucia,  MonteccK  e  Capuletli, 
Lohengrin  and  Tannhdaser. — Vieuxtemps  has  given  a 
benefit  concert,  at  which  he  played  with  Liszt  the 
"  Kreutzer  Sonata "  of  Beethoven. — Fier-a-Bras,  an 
opera  by  the  lamented  Franz  Schubert,  will  soon  be 
brought  out  under  Liszt's  direction. — ^Liszt,  in  an  article 
in  the  Neue  Zeilschnft,  claims  for  Weimar  the  honor  of 
rescuing  from  oblivion  "  the  second  Fidelia"  of  the  day, 
namely  the  Benvenuto  Cellini  of  Berlioz. 

Cologne. — Ferdinand  Hiller  has  resigned  his  post  as 
professor  of  singing  in  the  Mnsikverein,  the  committee 
having  asked  that  he  would  show  more  zeal  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties. — The  Musikalische  Gesellschaft 
lately  gave  a  symphony  by  Schnyder  von  Wartensee, 
and  HiUer's  Traum  in  der  Christnacht. 

Cassel. — Dr.  Spohrhas  just  celebrated  his  70th  birth- 
day, in  the  enjoyment  of  tlie  best  health.  The  evening 
before,  the  members  of  the  orchestra,  and  the  different 
singers  at  the  theatro,  gave  him  a  serenade,  including  his 
fine  nntturno  (one  of  his  most  important  works  for  wind 
instruments),  and  several  pieces  from  his  operas.  The 
public  had  heard  of  the  intended  compliment,  and  com- 


pletely filled  the  garden  of  his  house.  After  the  sere- 
nade three  hearty  cheers  were  given.  Dr.  Spohr  has 
received  the  Order  of  Bavaria. 

Bremen.  —  Fraulein  Johanna  Wagner  and  Herr 
Tichatscheck  have  been  creating  n  furore.  On  account 
of  the  high  terms  required  by  these  two  celebrated 
artists,  the  management  was  obliged  to  raise  the  prices, 
at  which  the  good  people  of  Bremen  were  greatly  dis- 
pleased. 

LuBECK.  —  Herr  Ferdinand  Hiller's  oratorio.  Die 
Zersiorung  von  Jerzisalem  has  been  produced,  under  the 
direction  of  Capellmeister  Hermann,  with  great  .success. 

Frankfort-on-ti-ie-Maine. — Herr  Wagner's  Lohen- 
grin has  been  performed  three  times.  Friiulein  J.  Ney 
has  created  a  sensation. 

Dresden.— The  Faust  of  Hector  Berlioz  has  been 
produced,  under  the  direction  of  that  gentleman  in 
person. 

Augsburg. — Herr  Wagner's  Tannhduser  has  been  re- 
presented six  times,  with  Mme.  Moritz  as  Elisabeth. 
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BOSTON,  JUNE  24.  1854. 
The  Musical  Congress  in  New  York. 

(From  our  own  Reporter.) 

The  Crystal  Palace,  last  week,  was  the  scene 
of  a  remarkable  event.  It  was  our  good  fortune 
to  be  present,  and  we  shall  treasure  the  recollec- 
tion among  our  most  gratifying  musical  expe- 
riences. The  opening  Concert  of  Thursday  eye- 
ing, which  was  the  "  Congress  "  par  excellence 
and  the  only  one  that  we  attended,  was  indeed 
a  wonderful  combination  of  a  magnificent  spec- 
tacle, of  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  Jullien-Barnum 
clap-trap,  and  of  sublime  musical  eflfects,  such  as 
have  never  before  been  listened  to  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  The  undertaking  was  bold,  the 
undertakers  were  the  very  men  to  carry  it 
through,  and  the  success,  spite  of  the  limited  time 
for  preparation,  was  as  complete  and  satisfactory 
as  they  could  have  hoped.  The  scale  on  which 
this  entire  project  was  conceived  and  e.\ecuted 
was  immense,  both  as  to  the  place,  the  orchestra, 
the  chorus,  and  the  audience. 

The  orchestra  and  chorus  embraced  the  fol- 
lowing societies : 

The  Germania  Society. 

The  Philhirmonic  Society  of  Philadelphia. 

Dodworth'e  Full  Band, 

The  United  St:ite«  Military  Band. 

The  Italian  Opera  Orchestra. 

M.  Jullien's  full  Concert  Orchestra. 

And 

Many  Orchestral  Artiste  and  Amateurs 

From  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Cincinnati,  New 

Orleanns  and  New  York. 

Also  the  following 

Choral  Societies  : 

The  Harmonic  Society, 

And  the 

Normal  Musical  Institute, 

Under  the  direction  of  Mason,  Bradbury  and  Root,  of 

New  York. 

And  Deliigations  from 

The  Handel  and    Haydn  Society, 

of  Boston ; 
The  Musical  Education   Society, 

of  Boston ; 

The  Mendelssohn  Choral  Society, 

of  Boston ; 

The    Musical   Choir, 

of  Hartford ; 

The  Bridgeport  Musical  Society, 

The  Arion  Glee  Club, 

Of  New  York. 

The  Choral  Societies  of  Philadelphia. 

Germania  Mffinnerchnr  Glee  Club,  of  Philadelphia. 

Eintracht  Glee  Club,  of  Philadelphia. 

Young  Moinnerchor  Glee  Club,  of  Philadelphia. 

Academy  Glee  Club,  of  Philadelphia. 

Liedertafel  Glee  Club,  of  Philadelphia 

Sajngerbund  Glee  Club,  of  Philadelphia. 

Arbeiter  Bund  Glee  Club,  of  Philadelphia. 

The  Philharmonic  Society,  nf  Bnlilmore. 

Saingerbund  Glee  Club,  of  Baltimore. 

The  Italian  Opera  Chorus,  &c. 
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BOSTON,    JUNE    24,    1854. 


Here  was  an  orchestra  of  nearly  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  performers,  in  which  separate  or- 
ganizations wore  all  merged  into  one  great  body ; 
in  which  the  "  Germanians  "  were  but  as  a  drop 
in  the  ocean,  and  even  Jullien's  present  orchestra 
weighed  only  as  dust  in  the  balance.  It  was  made 
up,  as  nearly  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain, 
of  35  first  violins,  25  second  violins,  20  violas,  16 
violoncellos,  20  double-basses,  7  flutes,  4  clarinets, 
5  oboes,  5  bassoons,  8  horns,  8  trombones,  4 
tubas,.  2  ophicleids,  14  trumpets,  4  tympani,  20 
small  drums,  two  large  drums,  besides.  40  in  the 
military  bands. 

The  chorus  numbered  over  a  thousand  voices, 
fresh  and  well  trained ;  the  soprani,  conspicuous 
among  whom  was  Anna  Stone,  being  380  in 
number. 

Boston  was  well  represented  by  some  four 
hundred  members  of  the  Choral  Societies,  whose 
long  familiarity  with  the  choruses  on  the  pro- 
gramme, contributed  not  a  little  to  the  prompt 
and  perfect  performance  of  them.  Arriving  in 
New  York  only  on  Thursday  morning,  the  only 
opportunity  for  a  general  rehearsal  of  this  great 
multitude  v/as  in  the  few  hours  of  that  morning; 
and  such  an  unexpected  success  of  the  even- 
ing's performance  speaks  volumes  in  favor  of  the 
wonderful  skill  of  Jullien  as  a  conductor  of  great 
masses  of  performers,  and  not  a  little  of  the  pro- 
ficiency and  good  trainmg  of  the  material  with 
which  he  had  to  work.  A  Musical  Festival  on  such 
a  scale  in  Europe  would  have  been  the  work  of  a 
year,  and  behold,  in  America,  by  the  audacity  of 
Jullien  and  Barnum,  it  is  begun  and  finished 
within  one  single  week  ! 

The  Concert  began  at  seven  o'clock,  the  doors  of 
the  Palace  being  opened  at  four;  and  when  the 
appointed  hour  had  arrived,  every  available  sitting 
or  standing  place  that  commanded  a  view  of  the 
orchestra  was  tilled  by  an  immense  multitude, 
which  is  ascertained  to  have  been  not  much  le.ss  (in- 
cluding the  performers  and  oflicials)  than  thirty 
thousand  persons ;  the  receipts  of  the  occasion 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $17,000.  The  beauti- 
ful building,  brilliantly  lighted  throughout  with 
circles  of  starlike  lights  and  a  blazing  pyramid 
suspended  from,  the  centre  of  the  noble  dome,  filled 
thus  with  this  great  multitude,  was  a  spectacle 
never  to  be  forgotten  by  any  who  looked  upon 
it.  The  colossal  equestrian  statue  of  AVashinijton 
had  been  removed  fi-om  its  place  beneath  the 
centre  of  the  dome,  and  the  stage  for  the  orches- 
tra and  chorus,  commencing  at  that  spot,  rose 
high  and  steep,  back  into  the  Eastern  nave  of  the 
Palace,  high  above  the  lofty  galleries.  Beautiful 
statues  were  grouped  around  the  front  of  the 
platform,  and  evergreens  and  flowers  completed 
the  decoration  of  the  stage.  The  orchestra  and 
chorus  completely  filled  this  immense  slope, 
the  chorus  overflowing  in  great  waves  of  so- 
prani and  contrahi  far  into  the  permanent  gal- 
leries of  the  Palace.  So  much  for  the  coup  d'ceil 
and  the  spectacle.  To  give  an  idea  of  the  Con- 
cert, let  us  copy  the  programme. 

FIEST    PART. 

Selectrons  from  Handel's  Oratorio 

"  The  Messiah." 

1.  Overture. 

2.  Recitative,  "Comfort  ye  my  People."     .'Vir, 

''  Every  Valley," Mr.  Frazer. 

8.  Chorus,  "  And  the  Glory  of  the  Lord." 

4.  Air,"  Rejoice  Greatly,"..  .Mme.  Wallace  Bouchelle. 

5.  Air  and  Chorus,  "  Beliold,  a  Virgin  shall  con- 

ceive," and  "  O  !  thou  that  ttllest  glad 

tidings  to  Zion," Miss  Hawley  and  Chorus. 

6.  Air,  "  Why  do  the  Nations  ?"..' Mr.  Camoenz 


7.  Grand  Chorus,  ■'  Hallelujah."' 

8.  Air,  "  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth," 

Miss  Maria  S.  Brainerd. 
y.  Chorus,  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb." 

Handel's  overture  we  hardly  heard,  being  oc- 
cupied in  discovering  an  advantageous  place  in 
which  to  hear  what  was  to  come  after.  Then 
came  the  recitative  and  air  "  Comfort  ye  my  peo- 
ple." And  here  we  may  as  well  dispose  at  once 
of  the  whole  matter  of  .lolos.  The  vocal  solos 
were  assumed  by  persons  entirely  incompetent, 
as  regards  power  of  voice,  if  for  no  other  reason, 
to  attempt  to  sing  in  such  a  place.  We 
know  of  no  soprano,  save  Anna  Stone,  who 
could  have  attempted  such  a  feat  with  any  pros- 
pect of  success,  and  she,  we  are  informed,  pru- 
dently declined  the  undertaking.  The  instru- 
mental solo  performers,  of  course,  cannot  be 
questioned  as  to  ability  to  do  all  that  single  in- 
struments can  do  ;  but  their  performances  were 
equal!}'  lost  in  the  immense  space.  Such  too, 
was  the  fate,  as  we  learn  from  the  experience  of 
some  persons,  even  of  the  grand  orchestral  and 
choral  parts  of  the  programme,  on  account  of  the 
place  iri  which  they  chanced  to  be  seated.  The 
building  is  so  large  and  so  peculiar  in  form,  so 
variously  occupied  in  its  different  pstrts,  that  the 
most  absolutel_y  different  acoustic  effects  could  be 
found  even  in  the  distance  of  a  very  few  feet. 
At  one  point  the  full  power  of  the  orchestra  and 
chorus  would  be  almost  inaudible,  while  within 
perhaps  ten  feet  of  the  same  spot,  one  could  get  a 
majestic  volume  of  tone  such  as  we  have  never 
heard  before.  So  the  great  features  of  this  first  part 
were  the  sublime  choruses  of  the  "  Messiah  ;" 
and  never  have  we  found  them  so  magnificent, 
so  sublime,  as  when  heard  that  night,  at  the  very 
extremest  distance  from  the  stage,  from  this  im- 
mense body  of  performers.  The  Hallelu.jah, 
was  such  a  hallelujah  as  we  never  heard  before 
and  can  scarcely  hope  to  hear  again. 

Between  the  first  and  second  parts  the  United 
German  Societies  were  to  have  sung,  but  this  was 
wisely  omitted  on  account  of  the  great  length  of 
the  performance,  though  much  to  the  regret  of 
every  one.     Then  came  the 

SECOND    pakt. 

1.  Overture "William  Tell," Rossini. 

2.  Solo,  Flute,  performed  by M.  Drouet. 

.3.  Overture "  Tannhauser, " — Wagner. 

by  the  Germania  Musical  Society. 

4.  Solo,  Violin, Paul  Julien. 

5.  Symphony,  The  Minuetto,   from  the  Sym- 

phony in  E.  flat,  Op.  10,  by  the  Ameri- 
can Composer, G.  F.  Bristow. 

6.  Grand  Chorus,  •' The  Heavens  are  Tolling,".  .Haydn. 

7.  Grand  l^iece  d'Ensemble, Dodworth's  full  Band. 

8.  Duo,  Two  Piano-Fortes, 

M'me  Wallace  and  Mr.  W.  V.  Wallace. 

9.  Quadrille,. ."  The  Fireman's  Quadrille," Jullien. 

Composed  expressly  for  this  occasion  as  a  companion 

to  the  American  Quadrille,  by  M.  Jullien. 

The  Overtures  "William  Tell"  and  Tann- 
hauser, we  were  fortunate  enough  to  hear  in  a 
place  where  we  got  the  fullest,  finest  effect  that 
could  be  desired,  and  our  readers  are  sufliciently 
familiar  with  both  to  know  what  that  effect  is. 
Not  so  with  Mr.  Bristow's  symphony,  of  which 
we  could  hardly '  hear  a  sound.  Then,  again 
the  chorus:  The  Heavens  are  Telling,  which 
was  magnificent  in  the  full  chorus,  but  inaudible 
in  the  trio.  This  part  closed  with  the  "  Fireman's 
Quadrille,"  which  we  must  take  the  composer's 
own  words  to  describe. 

"  The  First,  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Figures 
of  the  Quadrille  are  descriptive  of  the  Annual 
Parade.  The  city  is  alive  with  the  brilliant  scene. 
The  gaily  decorated   Engines  and    Hose    Carts 
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e.xcite  universal  attention,  as  the  companies  pass 
in  review,  preceded  by  their  military  bands — 
now  heard  in  the  distance,  now  close  at  hand — 
the  merry  quickstep,  the  stately  march,  the 
sprightly  fife  and  drum,  waking  the  surrounding 
echoes,  and  then  dying  away,  as  the  several  com- 
panies recede  from  view. 

The  Fifth  Figure  pictures  the  approach  of  Night. 
The  mantle  of  darkness  falls  by  degrees — the  busy 
hum  of  the  city  is  subsiding.  It  is  night,  and  the 
Good  Genius  of  New  York  hovers  o'er  it,  carry- 
ing heavenwards  the  orisons  of  those  now  about 
to  rest  after  the  fatigues  of  the  day.  Not  a  sound 
is   heard.         *         *  *  Perfec.'t    silence 

reigns.  *  *  *  *  *  When  "The  Fire- 
Fiend,"  sweeping  onwards  through  the  night, 
breathes  destruction  around,  whilst  the  unsus- 
pecting slumber.  Suddenly,  a  shower  of  sparks 
glitter  in  the  air,  and  awake  the  vigilance  of  the 
night-watch;  whilst,  in  the  distance,  the  deep- 
toned  tocsin  sounds  the  alarm  of  Fire!  That 
dreadful  word  is  echoed  from  mouth  to  mouth, 
and  a  few  instants  only  elapse  ere  the  rattle  of 
Engines  and  Hose  Carriages  breaks  upon  the  ear 
— now  approaching  rapidly,  now  finding  slowly 
away.  'The  Alarm  Bell  conlinues  to  to!!,  and  is 
responded  to  from  tower  and  turret,  far  and  near, 
o'er  the  wide  expanse  of  the  city.  They  come  ! 
they  come  !  Engine  after  Engine  is  rushing  on- 
wards towards  t!ie  conflagration — the  leader  of 
each  gallant  troop,  trumpet  in  hand,  urging  on 
his  eager  followers.  The  scene  is  feached.  The 
devouring  element  is  raging  furiously  ;  a  dull,  red 
glare  illumines  the  horizon,  whilst  the  thousand 
forlced  tonjues  of  the  Fire-Fiend  shoot  hither 
and  thither^  bent  on  destroying  all  within  their 
reach. 

Now  begins  the  elemental  war.  The  Firemen 
at  once  commence  the  attack  on  the  gigantic  en- 
emy. Dauntless,  (hey  scale  the  surrounding 
walls  and  rooftrees,  pipe  in  hand,  bent  on  con- 
quering, and,  cutting  off  all  retreat,  they  compel 
the  Demon  of  Fire  to  stay  his  course.  Streams 
of  rushing  water  pour  from  all  directions.  Baf- 
fled he  obeys ;  and  as  the  crashing  walls  fall  on 
the  expiring  embers,  he  acknowledges  their  sway, 
whilst  t!ie  mingled  cheers  of  the  brave  firemen 
and  the  assembled  multitude,  proclaim  the  Vic- 
tory. 

There  it  is  in  words ;  and  it  was  all  there  in 
-fact !  Two  or  three  military  bands,  one  or  more 
fire  companies  behind  the  scenes  at  the  brakes, 
(so  we  are  informed  and  believe),  an  array  of 
speaking  trumpets  in  the  hands  of  orchestra  and 
chorus,  the  din  of  many  great  bells  (all  that  the 
Palace  contained),  the  crash  of  falling  buildings 
(represented  to  the  life  by  the  rolling  of  many 
cannon  balls  through  a  great  plank  tunnel  built 
beneath  the  stage),  and  last,  real  fire  burning  in 
safe  places  on  the  roof,  shed  a  "  red  glare  "  &c., 
(see  programme  above)  upon  the  great  audience 
through  the  crystal  walls.  A  thousand  Yankee 
Doodle  Quadrilles  would  be  as  nothing  compared 
to  this  gigantic  piece  of  most  astounding  musical 
clap-trap,  such  as  Jullien  alone  could  conceive 
and  Jullien  alone  execute.  And  so  it  ended, 
conductor,  orchestra,  chorus  and  audience,  all  in 
a  whirlwmd  of  excitement. 

Jullien  and  Barnum  are  called  for  by  the  au- 
dience, and  appearing  upon  the  stage,  perform 
an  expressive  pantomime,  each  attributing  to  the 
other,  by  most  affecting  and  affectionate  gestures, 
the  entire  merit  of  the  success  of  the  occasion. 
Each  makes  a  speech,  Jullien  stating  that  had  he 
known  as  he  now  did,  the  acoustic  capacity  of  the 
building,  there  would  have  been  an  entire  change  of 
repertoire  ;  and  thanking  the  audience  for  their  ap- 
plause, styling  them  "  the  most  indulgent  public 
before  which  he  had  ever  appeared."     Then  the 

THIRD  part. 

Symphony,  the  entire  Symphony  in  C  minor,  Beethoven. 
Solo  Harp,  "  La  Danse  des  Foes," Mr.  Aptommas. 
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Symphony,  the  Adapio  from  the  Dramatic  Sym- 
phony entitled  "The  Breaking  Heart," 
By  the   American  composer,   William  H.  Fry. 

Prayer  from  Mose  in  Egito Rossini^ 

Full  Orchestra  and  Chorus. 

Grand  Wedding  March Mendelssohn. 

Only  one  movement  of  the  symphony  was 
performed.  The  Adagio  from  Mr.  Fry's  Sym- 
phony we  were  glad  to  hear  again,  and  given 
with  such  fine  effect.  The  Wedding  March 
by  the  whole  orchestra  closed  the  concert  at  half- 
past  eleven  o'clock,  and  the  multitude  dispersed. 

It  was  indeed  a  remarkable  occasion,  which 
we  shall  long  recollect  with  no  little  pleasure, 
and  wish  that  with  such  material,  and  more 
time,  a  real  Musical  Festival  could  some  time  be 
held,  which  would  be  all  music,  and  such  music 
as  demands  and  should  receive  treatment  from 
a  multitudinous  array  of  talent. 
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A  Complaint  on  behalf  of  Native  Composers. 
We  have  received  so  many  ill-natured  and  ill- 
bred  communications,  (as  our  readers  in  times 
past  have  sometimes  seen),  from  "  native  Ameri- 
can "  musicians,  jealous  of  what  they  thought  too 
constant  reference  to  foreign  music  and  foreign 
standards,  that  it  is  a  pleasure  now  for  once  to 
answer  one  both  decent  in  temperand  in  manner, 
and  reasonable  in  the  general  spirit  of  its  argu- 
ment. There  seems  some  chance  of  getting  at 
the  truth  bv  temperate  discussion  with  one  who 
can  write  as  follows  : 

Laweence,  June   14,   1S54. 
John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  observed  in  the  last  number  of 
your  Journal  that  you  noticed  a  song  by  Mr.  E. 
B.  Oliver,  in  these  words  :  "A  song  of  uncommon 
beauty,  {at  least  for  a  young  American,)  *  *  * 
conceived  in  quite  a  German  spirit." 

Now  I  think  that  I  have  seen  it  distinctly  stated 
either  in  your  paper  or  that  of  Mr.  Willis,  that 
there  is  no  exclusive  nationality  in  Art,  and  that 
the  names  of  Mozart,  Handel,  Beethoven,  &c. 
belong  to  the  whole  world,  as  also  the  names  of 
Washington,  Isaac  Newton,  &c. 

If  this  idea  was  not  originated  by  you,  still  I 
think  you  fully'endorsed  it  in  your  paper  of  April 
1,  1S54,  wherein  you  say  :  "  As  if  Mozart  and 
Beethoven  could  be  foreign,"  &c. 

Now  if  the  Germans  developed  the  resources  of 
the  orchestra  more  than  any  other  nation,  so  also 
have  Italians  investigated  the  art  of  singing  more 
than  the  Germans,  and  the  English  have  succeeded 
in  marrying  words  to  music  in  a  manner  not  sur- 
passed by  either  Germans  or  Italians.  Why,  then, 
give  the  impression,  that  to  conceive  a  piece  in  the 
German  spirit,  should  be  the  highest  aim  of  an 
A  merican  composer  ?  Is  there  not  a  great  amount 
of  poor  music  published  in  Germany,  and  a  mtich 
larger  amount  written  there? 

I  have  supposed  the  great  aim  of  your  Journal 
to  be,  the  advancement  of  musical  art  in  America 
particularly.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  inquire  how 
far  such  a  criticism  as  the  one  in  question  tends  to 
the  accomplishment  of  that  object.  You  praise 
the  song,  not  for  any  absolute  merit,  for  it  is  not 
"  of  uncommon  beauty  "  itself,  but  uncommon  for 
an  American  :  you  praise  the  author  not  so  much 
for  any  original  excellence,  as  for  imitating,  and 
being  imbued  with,  quite  a  German  spirit.  Does 
not  this  suggest  the  idea,  that  to  be  German  in 
thought,  manner,  and  expression,  is  the  only  road 
to  excellence  ? 

Now  look  at  the  effect  of  this  ;  suppose  a  "young 
American,"  a  student  in  art,  forced  to  restrict  his 
ambition  to  "  playing  second  fiddle"  to  some  sec- 


ond, third,  or  fourth-rate  German  musician  ;  con- 
tinually told  by  those  who  profess  to  feel  most  in- 
terest in  his  progress,  that  it  is  useless  to  expect  to 
attain  even  that  proficiency,  except  by  emigrating 
to  that  classical  country,  and  adopting  German 
teachers  and  German  theories.  Suppose  his  most 
successful  efforts  rewarded  by  a  pat  on  the  bead, 
and  a  "Very  well  done,  really,"  (at  least  for  a 
young  American.)  How  many  j'oung  Americans 
would,  under  such  a  culture,  attain  even  the  ques- 
tionable mediocrity  of  a  third  or  fourth-rate  Ger- 
man composer  .'  Yours  respectfully, 

Newton  Fitz. 

There  certainly  is  some  truth  in  the  above. 
And  yet  the  writer,  in  his  sensitiveness  at  the 
very  sight  of  certain  names,  which  have  unfortu- 
nately grown  somewhat  controversial  hereabouts, 
finds  far  more  meaning  in  our  chance  expressions 
about  the  song  in  question  than  we  intended  to 
convey.  To  say  it  was  "  good,  for  a  young  Ameri- 
can," was  not  to  deny  that  anything  good  could 
come  out  of  this  Nazareth.  It  was  simply  quali- 
fying what  might  otherwise  have  seemed  extrava- 
gant or  vague  praise.  Without  the  qualification 
one  might  have  thought  we  were  speaking  of  a 
song  that  should  take  rank  with  the  songs  of 
Mozart,  Schubert,  Mendelssohn,  or  Weber  ;  or  of 
Kossini,  Bellini,  or  the  master  geniuses  of  either 
school.  Now  this  we  could  not  say,  and  probabl)' 
the  composer  himself,  if  we  had  intimated  it, 
would  have  set  it  down  as  insincere  flattery.  Be- 
sides, while  genius  is  not  necessarily  of  any  coun- 
try, yet  we  do  maintain  that  the  production  of  a 
really  fine  song  by  an  American  is  no  common 
matter.  We  are  a  nation  new  in  music  ;  we  have 
barely  begun  to  sing  and  play  and  love  good 
music  ;  as  yet  we  have  not  a  composer  of  estab- 
lished fame  (for  fame  in  country  choirs  and  sing- 
ing schools  and  musical  "  conventions "  is  not 
necessarily  any  fame  in  the  world  musical)  ;  we 
are  beginning  to  have  competitors  and  candidates 
for  such  fame,  but  time  is  yet  to  pronounce  on 
their  (in  some  cases  formidable)  claims.  To  say, 
therefore,  that  a  composition  is  uncommonly  good 
for  an  American,  is  simply  to  say  that  it  is  un- 
common for  a  scholar,  but  not  so  for  a  master, 
since  masters  we  have  none  acknowledged  as  j'et 
in  this  Art. 

Again,  why  assume  that  the  term  "German" 
was  applied  to  it  by  way  of  praise  ?  We  meant 
it  rather  by  way  of  description  ;  although  of  course 
there  is  some  praise  implied  in  such  description. 
To  have  said  it  was  Italian  or  French  in  style 
would  have  been  to  miss  its  characteristic  alto- 
gether. To  have  called  it  English  would  have  been 
vague  and  ambiguous,  since  it  may  be  a  c^uestion 
whether  there  is  a  peculiarly  EnglisJi  style  of 
song.  And  to  have  said  nothing  would  but  have 
left  the  door  open  to  the  inference  that  the  piece 
had  a  style  new  and  original,  peculiarly  its  author's, 
or  peculiarly  American ;  which  would  have  been 
true  only  in  a  limited  degree.  Indeed  the  motive 
of  the  term  "  German  "  partly  was  to  save  it  from 
the  ciuestionablo  praise  of  classification  with  what 
are  commonly  understood  to  be  songs  of  the 
American  stamp,  that  is  to  say  "  negro  melodies,' 
or  namby-pamby  sentimental  ditties,  sung  and 
manufactured  by  the  numerous  singing  "  families  " 
that  traverse  the  States.  That  a  young  man 
should  write  a  song  which  suggests  comparison 
with  songs  that  find  acceptance  with  a  race  so 
musical  and  so  familiar  with  the  works  of  genius, 
as  the  Germans,  instead  of  with  the  Hutchinson, 
or  AVoodbury,  or  Christie  melodies,  is  certainly  a 


fact  worth  mentioning  to  his  credit  in  these  times. 
At  all  events  the  mention  is  discriminating,  and 
does  not  send  him  for  his  audience  to  the  wrong 
■  class  of  admirers. 

We  assure  our  critic  that  there  is  no  such  in- 
consistency, as  he  imagines,  between  our  several 
statements.  We  did  say,  and  we  do  say,  that  the 
highest  genius  is  not  national ;  that  Mozart  and 
Beethoven  can  be  no  more  foreign  to  true  music 
lovers,  than  is  our  Enghsh  Shakspeare  to  a  Ger- 
man. Mozart  and  Beethoven  are  great,  not  he- 
cause  they  are  German,  but  because  the}'  had 
genius  and  were  faithful  to  its  voice  within  them. 
And  Germany  we  call  in  a  peculiar  sense  the 
home  of  music,  and  defer  much  to  the  standard 
of  its  culture,  because  Germany  had  Mozart  and 
Beethoven,  and  Bach,  and  Handel,  and  Weber, 
and  Mendelssohn,  and  Schubert,  and  so  on,  and 
has  had  its  taste  formed  by  familiarity  with  their 
works,  and  enjoyment  of  their  influence ;  al- 
though, thank  Heaven,  that  influence  cannot  be 
confined  exclusively  to  Germans.  We  have  riot 
said,  nor  do  our  words  properly  convey  the  inti- 
mation, that  "  to  conceive  a  piece  in  a  German 
spirit  should  he  the  highest  aim  of  an  American 
composer."  We  have  often  cautioned  against 
poor  and  dangerous,  as  well  as  upheld  good, 
German  models.  We  praise  no  one  for  imitating ; 
mere  imitation,  we  well  know,  can  never  attain 
to  the  dignity  of  manly  and  original  production. 
Indeed  it  is  just  the  originality  and  genuineness, 
so  much  more  common  in  the  German  music  than 
in  any  other,  that  makes  us  point  to  that  so  often 
for  inspiring  models.  Observe,  we  say  inspirit^g, 
not  enslaving.  Now  we  have  not  praised  Mr. 
Oliver's  litde  song  iecause  it  betrayed  a  German 
culture  and  a  German  leaning.  It  might  do  that, 
and  yet  lack  any  spark  of  inspiration  or  of  in- 
terest. On  the  other  hand,  it  may  do  that,  and 
yet  not  lack  original  merit  wholly  independent  of 
all  that.  Mr.  Longfellow's  poems  have  contin- 
ually reminded  critics  of  his  fond  accjuaintance 
with  the  German  poets;  he  has  been  called  a 
poet  with  a  German  leaning ;  but  does  any  one 
pronounce  him  less  American,  less  himself,  less 
originally  and  in  himself  a  poet,  for  all  that  ? 

But  we  do  not  "  praise  the  song  for  any  absolute 
excellence." — In  one  sense  we  do,  and  in  one 
sense  we  do  not.  To  say  that  it  is  good  at  all, 
even  with  a  German  sort  of  goodness,  is  to  re- 
cognize a  real,  and  therefoi'e  an  absolute  good- 
ness, if  by  "  absolute  "  is  meant  a  goodness  inhe- 
rent in  the  song  itself,  and  not  reflected  on  it 
merely  by  some  good  thing  not  itself,  which  it 
resembles.  We  find  in  it  a  goodness,  which  is 
not  less  its  own,  because  it  reminds  us  of  a  similar 
goodness  in  songs  that  are  German.  On  the 
other  hand  we  do  not  give  the  song  credit  for 
absolute  excellence ;  since  we  find  it  only  com- 
paratively excellent;  we  know  of  many  songs 
which  we  consider  far  more  excellent.  This  we 
thought  a  song  "  of  uncommon  beauty,"  as  coming 
from  an  American,  (since  in  America  we  are  all 
but  beginners,  scholars,  and  not  masters  in  this 
Art)  ;  we  should  not  have  thought  it  so,  if  it  had 
come  from  Mendelssohn,  or  Schubert,  or  Rossini. 
Again,  one  may  praise  some  verses,  a  stray  lyrie 
from  a  minor  poet,  without  pronouncing  him  the 
equal  of  the  great  bards.  For  that  were  pre- 
supposing genius,  which  we  were  by  no  means 
prepared  to  predicate  of  the  litt-Ie  song  in  question. 

As  to  the  question  (truly  an  important  one) 
about  the  encouraging  tendency  of  such  criticism, 
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and  the  true  way  to  encourage  native  musical 
talent,  we  prefer  to  leave  it  till  we  can  treat  it  at 
a  greater  length  tlian  we  can  now.  Meanwhile 
wo  will  only  submit :  first,  that  genius,  if  it  i-eally 
be  in  a  man,  will  always  contrive  to  maintain  and 
show  itself,  however  closely  it  may  study  and 
however  warmly  woi'ship  models  left  by  others ; 
genius  imitates  and  learns  from  everybody,  and 
yet  it  ever  must  remain  itself  and  shine  forth  with 
its  own  innate  fire.  Secondly,  thoge  who  have 
not  genius,  will  and  must  produce  only  at  second 
or  third  hand  at  any  rate,  and  had  better  be  re- 
ferred to  the  best  models,  than  to  poor  ones. 

Finally,  we  wish  with  all  friendliness  to  suggest 
to  our  young  native  American  musicians  and  pro- 
fessors, that  they  embarrass  and  thwart  the  proper 
and  beneficent  mission  of  all  Art-erlticism  or 
journalism,  by  their  over-sensitive  propensity  to 
construe  whatsoever  may  be  written  into  an  in- 
tention of  praise  or  blame.  We  assure  them  that 
in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  in  our  humble  and  often 
(we  are  aware)  very  imperfect  attempts  to  char- 
acterize a  composition  or  performance,  we  have 
no  thought  either  of  the  one  or  of  the  other. 
The  epithets  we  use  are  not  all  drawn  from  two 
vocabularies,  tlie  one  of  eulogistic  terms,  the  other 
of  the  contrary.  If  we  chance  to  express  pleasure 
in  some  person's  work,  it  is  not  because  we  would 
assign  him  rank  above  others.  We  trust  we  ma7j 
speak,  sometimes,  and  quite  often,  without  taking 
upon  us  that  invidious  task.  We  often  use  terms 
simply  to  describe  or  characterize,  or  give  utler- 
ance  to  a  chance  suggestion,  possibly  a  fancy,  and 
behold  A  or  B  starts  up  aggrieved,  that  we  have 
not  praised  him  enough,  or  that  we  have  praised 
C  too  much.  We  claim  no  sovereign  patent  for 
the  dispensing  of  degrees  of  merit;  we  only 
write  of  music  and  musicians,  as  we  love  and  feel 
about  it,  as  we  like  and  dislike,  trusting  that  it 
will  add  some  impulse  to  the  right  and  earnest 
study  of  so  invaluable  an  Art. 


The  Gekmania  Musical  Society  are  engaged  at 
the  Crystal  Palace  until  they  go  to  Newport  in  the 
middle  of  July.  There  are  sad  rumors  about  their 
disbanding  at  the  end  of  the  summer,  which  we 
trust  will  not  prove  real. 


The  Hakvaed  Musical  Association  have  just 
received  the  third  volume -of  the  splendid  edition 
of  the  works  of  John  Sebastiak  Bach,  published 
at  Leipsic  by'the  Bach-Gesellschaft.  One  volume 
is  published  annually  by  this  society,  whose  object 
is  to  perpetuate,  by  this  superb  edition  of  his 
works,  the  memory  of  the  great  composer,  deem- 
ing this  to  be  the  fittest  monument.  This  edition 
is  supplied  to  subscribers  only  ;  among  the  list  are 
iive  from  Boston.  This  volume,  containing  works 
for  the  piano,  is  the  last  issued,  and  is  presented 
to  the  Library  of  the  Association  by  the  thought- 
ful liberality  of  Mr.  Nathan  Richardson,  the 
well  known  publisher  of  this  city. 

MUSICAL  NOTICE. 

T.  BRICHEK,  Teacher  of  the  Organ,  Piano-Forte  and 
Singing,  tiaving  closed  his  connection  as  Organist  of  the  Bow- 
doin  Square  Churcli.  has  removed  to  No.  7>a  Treoiont  ltov\', 
wliere  he  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  for  his  services 
as  Organist  and  Teacher  of  Music.  je  24 

ADOLPH   KIELBLOCK, 
T':Ei.A.GJE3L^SH.    OE'    3VIXJSXC, 

No.    30    ASH    STREET,    BOSTON. 

O^Communications  may  be  left  at  Mr.  Ditson's  music  store, 
No.  115  Washington  Street.  June  10. 


VOCAL  MUSIC  IN  CLASSES. 

Tlio  undorsigned  proposf.s  to  give  instruction  to  Youxo 
L.^DiEs  IN  Classes,  to  Families,  and  to  Individdalb,  as  may 
be  desired,  in  the 

Elementary  Priiaciijles  and  Practice  of  Vocal 

Music, 
According  to  the  Pcslalozzian  or  Inductive  Mcthnd. 

The  pliin  proposed  will  not  interfere  witli  instruction  in  tlio 
higher  bruuohes  of  Vocal  Execution,  Style,  Expression,  etc. 
nor  supersede  its  necessity  ;  but  the  great  object  will  be,  by 
the  establisliuient  of  a  systeiyiatic,  well  directed,  and  adeqiinle 
elf.mcntanj  cours''.,  to  enable  pupils  to  read  even  the  most  diffi- 
cult music  with  ease  and  fluency— and  thus  eminently  qualify 
them  to  receive  and  profit  by  their  instructions  in  the  more 
advanced  studies  of  the  Art. 

New  classes  formed  whenever  a  sufticiont  number  of  pupils 
shall  apply.  The  price  of  tuition  will  be  regulated  by  the 
mimber  of  pupils  in  a  class.  Families  and  small  classes  met  at 
their  residences,  if  desired. 

Apply  between  the  hours  of  2  and  3  P.  M.,  at  the  rooms  of 
George  J.  "Webb  &  Co,  No.  3  Wioter  St. 

E.  U.  BLANCHARB, 
Teacher  of  the  Piano,  and  Vocal  Music  in  Classes. 

Residence,  No.  24  West  Cedar  St.  Boston. 

References  ;  Messrs.  George  J.  Webb,  Lowell  Mason.       je  17 


A.  WERNER  &  L.  J.  HOEFENER, 

DEALERS   IN 

No.  265  "WASHINGTOK"  STREET. 

(CORNER   OF   WINTER  STREET.) 

PTANO-FORTES,  Seraphines,   Melodcons,  Guitars,  Violins, 
Tenor.=,  Violoncellos,  Basses.  Clarinets,   Flutes,  Piccolos, 
Fifes,  Accordpons,  Strings,  Bows.  etc. 

"We  shall  keep  on  hand  a  great  variety  of  the  above  named 
instruments,  and  shall  endeavor  to  give  satisfaction  to  all 
purchasers,  whether  they  desire  the  best  and  highest  priced, 
or  the  cheapest  instruments  Orders  by  letter  will  be  carefully 
attended  to. 

PIANOS  TO  LET,  TUNED  AND  REPAIRED. 
Mr.  AVerner  will  al^o  continue  to  give  instruction  on  the 
Piano,  Organ.  Flute,  Violin  and  Guitar.     Mr.  Werner  can  he 
nepn  at  the  Sales-room,  or  in  the  evening  at  his  resilience.  No. 
976  Washington  St.  May  27.     3m 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

the:     great     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   ENTIRE   AND   INIMITADLE   ALLEGORT   OV 

THE    PILGRIM'S    PROGRESS,, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
steEl,  by  Andre\v.s,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirahly 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christinn  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  .TE^VETT,  Piiblislier. 

GEO  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  authorizeb  Aoent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornbill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

I5IPOKTER  AND    BEALER   I>' 

English,  Erench,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATEEIALS, 

No.  13  Trenioiit  Row,  Boston. 

%*    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

16  tf 


GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  GO'S 

PIANO-FORTE   WAREROOMS; 


A' 


Clianiljcrs,  Mo.  3  "Winter  Street,  Boston. 

T  this  Establishment  may  be  found  an  elegant  and  exten- 
sive assortment  of 

P I A  N  O  ■  F  O  R  T  E  S , 

at  all  prices,  warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  the  essential  properties  of  Tone,  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
Stjle,  and  Finish.     None  others  will  be  kept. 
Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AND  GTTITAES. 

Mr.  Webb',s  long  experience  in  file  profession  of  Music,  ena- 
bles us  to  assure  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  ni.iy 
find  it  inconvenient  to  Ti?it  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  sliall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desired,)  as  by  personal 
examination  ;  and  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders, 
can  implicitly  rely  upon  the  exercise  of  Mr.  AVubb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  favor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  be  ex- 
changed if  it  doe&^not  suit. 

ry  SOLD  AT  MANUFACTURERS'  PRICES. 
. . . .Agents  for.  . . . 
Lighte,  Kewton  &  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &  Co.'s  do.       Boston. 

Goodman  &  Baldwin's  Melodeons. 
Peb  19    6m 


JUST  PUBLISHED, 

CHORUS  PARTS  to  Mendel.«Bohn's  Oratorio  of  ELLJAH. 
CHORUS  PARTS  to  Handel's  Oratorio  of  the  MKSSIAIt. 
Cr,AS.SICAI,  CHORUS  rook,  by  Rarer  &  Southard. 
PESTALOZZIAN  SCHOOL  SONG  BOOK,  by  Geo.  W.  PkATT. 

George  P.  Eeed  Si,  Co.,  Publishers, 

nov  0  13  Treinont  .^trect. 

MARTIN'S  GUITARS. 

THR  subscribers  are  sole  agents  for  this  city,  for  the  ?;ile  of 
those  justly  celebrated  Guitars.     Prices  from  ^SO  to  .S60. 
Every  instrument  is  warranted  to  stand  this  climate. 

GEO.  P.  REED  &  CO.,  1.3  Tremonl  Street. 

HEWS'    PATENT 
AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE: 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER   AND    DEALER    IN 
PIANO    FO  RTES, 

No.  344   Wasliiiigtoift   Street,  Bo.ston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TnNED',4-  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

MANUEL  PENOLLOSA, 

PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gray's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

RfffTpncfs. 

Messr.s.  CmcKERl>G,  J.  P.  .Tewett.  Geo.  Puxcharp,  Boston. 

Messrs.  George  Peabody,  B.  II.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.     3m. 

PIANIST   AND   TEACHER   OF   MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  aervices  as  an  Tn.'^truetor  in  the  hlKher  hranches 
of  Piano  playing.  jMr  H.  niav  be  addrps^ed  at  the  music 
stores  of  N.^rn.VN  Uicn.\iiDS0N,  282  T\'ashington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Heed  Be  C».  17  Tremont  Row. 

References  : — Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Teruon  Sc. 
Mis?!  K.  E.  Prince.  Salem. 
Mi.ss  Nichols,  *20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

LESSONS  IN  SINGING. 

FREnERIC    RUnOLPH 

RESPECTFULLY  announces  his  intention  to  remain  in  Bos- 
ton and  give  instructions  in  the  art  of  Sinjring. 
Orders  may  be  addressed   to  him  at  his  residence  (United 
States  Hotel),  or  at  the  music  store  of  3Ir.  Wade  or  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson. 3m  ,       Feb.  11. 

Mile  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

GIVES 

INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

AKD    MAY  BE  APPRESSED   AT 

Feb.  4    3m  55  HANCOCK  STREET. 


OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  Piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
WiNTllROP  House.      Terms  ; — S50  per   quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  ^30  psr  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  \YeeIc. 
Not.  12,  tf 

J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEAOHER  OF  THE   PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  or  Theo. 
T.  Barker.  3  mos.  Dec    3. 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,  GUITAR, 

3  Seucca  St.,  corner  Harrison  Avenue. 


m 


R.   De  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  &c. 
Bo.:ton,  April  23.  3m 


J.    TRENKLE, 

TEACHER     OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence  No.  5G  I£neclaiicl  Street. 

Oct.  8.     3m 

A.   W.    FRENZEL, 
T  E  A.C  H  SR    OF    MUSIC, 
No.  G  Acor«  St.,  {between  Chestnut  and  Mt.  Vernon  Sts.) 
Apr  8  BOSTON. 
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In  all  its  various  branches, 

WEATLT    AHD    PROMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY    EDWAIiD    L.    BALCH, 

©ffuc  Sotirnal  nf  fflusit,  No.  21  .gtfiotil  St. 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awardprl  him  by  the  Moss. 
Charihahle  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  -workmaBship, 
may  he  seen  at  bis  olTioe. 

[E^  MUSIC    prepared   for    Sid'eotyjiiiig. 


GREAT   BOOK   IN  PRESS. 


iOOIE'S 


mmmkmmm: 


COMPILED  BY  JOHN  "\V.  MOOEE, 
With  the  fti^sistanee  of  other  distinccuished  mm  in  the  musica! 
world.  The  intention  of  tlie  Jiutlior  is  to  malie  a  most  com- 
plete and  thorough  work  of  the  above,  which  will  he  a  desid- 
eratum in  the  world  of  nnisic.  It  will  be  published  in  one 
elegant  Itoj'al  Octavo  vohime  of  about  900  page.s,  double  coir 
nmns,  and  will  contain  a  complete 

Dictionary  or  Musical  Teriress, 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  SCIEITCE  OF  MUSIC, 

from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  on  Harmony  and  Thorough  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  ]\Idsical  Instruiments,  with  the 
name:^  of  the  most  distinguished  makers,  and  a  complete  Musi- 
cal Biography  of  over  three  thousand  of  the  most  distinguix'-hed 
Composers  and  Musicians  who  have  ever  lived.  Mr.  Moore  has 
spent  several  j'ears  in  compiling  this  valuable  work.  It  is  now 
going  through  the  press^  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S. — The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluable 
to  every  prolessional  musician,  and  to  everj'  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring ;  we  bope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  has 
been  delayed  nn  account  of  tbe  immense  labor  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  the  dii?iculty  of  sfereotyping  a  work  .^^ofull  of  examples. 
"The  delay,  bowevier,  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  be Sr4  00.  " 

The  price,  bound  in  >Lalf  calf,  will  be.  ..A  50- 
JOHN  p.  JEWETT,  h  Co., 
Puhlishei-s,  17  .and  19  Cornhill.  Boston  ; 
JEWETT,  PROCTOR  &  "WORTIIINGTON, 
Cleveland. 
Will  be  for  sale  hy  all  the  boob  aud  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  Feb.  11. 

a.  A.  SGHMITT,   (Jj'rom  Germany,) 

TEACHIEU  OS*'  THE  PIAKO-FOKTIij. 

IS  now  prepared  to  give  lessons  at  the  residence  of  pupils  or 
at  his  own  residence,  No.  7  Haymarket  Place. 
Mr.  S.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music  stores  of  Oliver  Bitson 
or  Nathan  Richardson, 

Refei-s  to  the  following  gentlemen  :  John  S.  Bwight,  Esq., 
Hallett,  Bavis  &  Co.,  Oliver  Bitson,  Nathan  Richardson. 
Oct.  8. 

E.  R.   BLANCHARD, 

II^TEltSIS   MODERATE. 

Residence,  24  West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference^  Geo.  J.  "Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 


Signer  AUGUSTO  BENDELARI, 

(  F  K  O  M      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINGING. 

Kesidence,  Wintlirop  House,  Boston. 
May  1.3  tf 

L.   H.    SOUTHARD, 

TEACIIEK     ©F     MBJSSC, 

265  WasSlxaigtosi  Street,  Bostcii. 
Oct.  16.  ;jm 

GerBMaaiBa  §crcnaelc  Baiicl.    ■ 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  cai)  he  secured 
by  applying  to 

n.  E   TELTOW,  Agfnl. 
ii  14  tf  30  Payette  Street 


CHICKERINa    &    SONS 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     Ai\iD     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


? 


riD 


TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


THE  MODERN  SCHOOL 

— FOR  THE  — 


HAS  MET  WITH  THE  GREATEST  POSSIBLE  SUCCESS 
and  has  created  more  excitement  among  Instruction  Book 
makers  and  publishers  than  any  other  Method  before  heard  of; 
for  the  reason,  that  it  is  so^jetiiing  NE^Y,  and  thoroughlt 
ADAPTED  TO  ITS  PURPOSE.  It  IS  a  ''Yankee"  invent  on,  and 
the  only  work  in  existence  that  is  imiversally  commended 
oiotu-ithstandhig  the  great  opposition  which  has  so  long  hem 
mainlainfd  against  every  musical  ivojJc  from  ihepen  nf  an 
American.  The  Author  feels  much  flattered  with  the  interest 
both  foreign  and  American  Professors  have  taken  in  introducing 
his  method  ;  it  certainly  is  its  best  recommendation.  The 
"  Modern  School  "  is  not  only  known  in  this  country,  but  in 
Germany,  France  and  England. 

Publishers,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  already  feel  the  in- 
fluence of  this  Instruction  Book,  and  it  has  induced  them  to 
overhaul  their  old  and  Inng-forgottcn  "Methods,"  shake  off 
the  dust  and  disguise  them  in  a  modern  suit,  and  present  them 
to  the  present  generation  as  something  new.  In  fact,  every 
work  less  than  a  hundred  years  old  is  now  making  its  re-apppar- 
anco. 

THE  MOBERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PIANO-FORTE  is 
boiand  to  sustain  its  reputation  and  we  challenge  any  publisher 
in  this  country  or  in  any  other,  to  produce  a  method  for  the 
Piano  that  has  stood  or  will  stand  the  same  examination  and 
criticism  as  the  Moihrn  School  for  the  Piano-Forte. 

The  Author,  Mr.  NATHAN  RIOHABBSON,  has  just  re- 
turned from  Europe,  where  he  has  met  with  the  most  flattering 
success  wl:h  his  Instruction  Book,  it  having  passed  a  critical 
examination  by  the  most  distinguished  teachers,  and  been 
pronounced  a  great  improvement  upon  all  other  method.^ 
by  the  highest  authority  of  the  old  country. 

Among  the  many  Professors  who  examined  this  wpi'k,  and 
gave  their  written  recommendations,  we  will  mention 

J  u  r.  I  u  S    K  N  G  R  R , 

(well  IvDowu  in  this  conBfry,)  who  aclmitted  to  the  Ai^thoc 
personally  that  there  is  no  instruction  hook  at  the  present  day 
that  will  compare  with  the  MODERN  SCHOOL  as  regards 
true  merit,  and  will  answer  so  fully  its  purpose.  Ho  gave  his 
written  testimonial  as  follows  ; 

After  a  careful  e^iaminatiou  of  "  The  Modern  School  for  the 
Piano-Forte,"  by  Mr.  Nathan  Richardson,  I  am  convinced  that 
it  presents  a  full  and  accurate  compendium  of  all  that  is  mort 
essential  to  the  acquirement  of  a  good  execution.  It  has, 
moreover,  the  merit  of  entire  con.sistenry  in  its  system  of  fin- 
gering, which  is  cccasionally  new,  hut  always  thoroughly 
adapted  to  its  end-  The  work  cannot  he  suffic  ieutly  recom- 
meuded,  especially  to  those  players  who  makt;  vhU(o\ity,  or 
hriiliant  execution,  one  end  of  their  studies.  An  interesnng 
feature  of  the  hook  will  certainly  he  found  by  many  in  its  ana- 
tomical descriptions  of  tiie  bones,  muscles,  and  lignmcnts  of 
the  hand.  .lULlUS  JvNORR 

Leip^-ic^  Jpri/,  1854. 

Those  who  are  about  to  purchase  an  Instruction  Book  for 
the  Piano-Forte  should  not  fail  to  examine  this  work  before 
any  other,  and  they  will  be  satisfied  that  it  is  the  most  tho- 
rough, progressive  and  comprehensive  method  ever  published, 
and  those  who  practice  out;  of  it  will  improve  wonderfully.  It 
is  also  decidedly  cheaper  than  any  other.  Why  ?  Because  it 
contains  24S  pages,  and  is  printed  upon  the  finest  paper,  em- 
bracing several  beautiful  colored  plates,  and  bound  in  splendid 
embossed  cloth,  full  gilt;  presenting  the  most  magnificent 
appearance  of  any  music  book  ever  laid  upon  the  piano. 

Single  copy, $4. 

To  satisfy  the  Public  that  the 

MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  TIIE  PIANO-FORTE 
is  the  best  Instruction  Book  published,  we  give  for  reference 
the  following  names  of  distinguished  Professsor.s  of  Music,  who 
have  given  the  most  complimentary  recommendations  : 


S.  A.  BANCROFT, 
F.  O.  HILL. 
.1.  B.  IVHEATON, 
N.  B    CLAPP, 
H.  PERABEAH, 
W.  H.  BABCOCK,^ 
W.  C.  Gl.YNN, 
F.  F.-MULLER. 
L.  II.  SODl'HARD, 
J.  TItENKLE, 
T.  BIllCUER, 

A.  BAUMBACH, 

B.  F    LEAVKNS, 
JAMES  FblNT, 
ED.  BRUCE, 


LOIVELL  MASON, 

GEO.  .T.  TVEBB, 

ALFRED  .JAELL, 

AVM.  MASON, 

GEO.  P.  ROOT, 

W.  B    BRADBURY, 

A.  DREYSCHOCK, 

OTTO  DRESEL, 

CARL  BERGMANN, 

A.  KRElSSi\I.ANN, 

F.  H.  HOWARD. 

AUGUST  GOl'KEL, 

A.  \V.  FRENZKL,- 

A.  KIEI.BLOOK, 

A.  T.  TUORUP, 

NEW  YORK  MUSICAL  REVIEW, 

NEW  YORK  MUSICAL  WORLD  AND  TIMES, 

DWIGUT'S  JOURNAL  OF  MUSIC. 

Published  at  the 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 
282  Wasliingtoii  Street,  Eostoii, 

and  for  sale  at  all   the  principal   Music   Stores  in   the  United 
States  aud  English  Provinces.     AIT  orders  promptly  executed. 
N.  B. — A  list  of  recommendations,  from  one  to  two  hundred, 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  author. 

S,tttcr-^rt£s,  jHust'f   m\i  3ot  f  riiTtin3-©triu, 


The  name  of  KUOKE  in  commendation  of  an 
Instruction  Book  has  often  been  sought,  and 
when  obtained  considered  a  leading  induce- 
ment for  Teachers  and  Scholars  to  adopt  the 
work.  Here  we  have  a  Method  by  Knorr  him- 
self, in  which  is  comprised  all  that  vast  accumu- 
lation of  Musical  Knov/ledge,  as  it  relates  to  the 
Piano,  which  has  made  his  name  so  celebrated, 
and  his  word  of  approval  so  desirable. 
'  THOSE,  THEREFORE,  WHO  HAVE  ADOPTED  A  WORK 
BECAUSE  JULIUS  KSrOKB  RECOM.MENDED  IT, 
WILL  NOT  FAIL  DULY  TO  APPRECIATE  A  VOLUME  OF 
INSTRUCTION  DIRECTLY  FRO.M  THE  PEN  OF  THAT 
TALENTED  ARTIST. 

TIIE  MOST  COMPLETE 

PIAETO-FOKTE    IHSTKUCTIOW    BOOK 

OF     THE    AGE. 

A.  E.  MtJl,a.EE'S  METH©I> 


IE®  X  ..^  B3"  C3  -  IF"  C3  El.  T  E2  I 

REVISED    BY 

JULIUS     KITOItK, 

TRANSLATED  FEOSI  THE  GERMAN  BY 

G.    A.    SCHMITT. 
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(Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Review  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY   A.    OULICICnEFF. 
(Continued  ft'om  p.  91  ) 
The  application  of  music  to   theatrical  repre- 
sentations goes  back  as  far  as  these  representations 
themselves.     Already  with  the  Greeks  music  was 
inseparable   from  tragedy  and  comedy ;    in    the 
Middle  Ages  it  bore  a  part  in  the  sacred  farces, 
which  were  called  Mysteries,  spiritual  pieces  and 
K.   sacramental  actions ;  at  a  later  time  they  used  it 
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in  interludes  and  masques.  In  the  ballets  they 
had  to  have  it ;  and  after  the  pieces  had  assumed 
a  more  regular  character,  it  served,  asinour  days, 
to  fill  up  the  interacts.  Sometiuies  too,  they  in- 
troduced it  into  a  work  as  a  supplement  or  an 
episode.  But  none  of  these  applications  of  music 
in  theatrical  pieces  produced  the  musical  drama, 
or  was  even  the  beginning  of  the  same.  Neither 
of  them  was  a  part  of  the  fundamental  principle, 
that  song  is  the  natural  language,  or  the  proper 
form  of  truth  in  Opera,  as  rhythmical  verse  is  in 
Traged)-,  and  thatfor  this  reason  it  must  never  be 
interrupted,  lest  there  arise  a  poetic  contradiction 
and  a  lie.  For  the  rest,  there  was  more  lack  of 
knowledge  how  to  set  about  it,  than  of  correct 
aesthetic  ideas.  As  yet  there  was  no  style  suited 
to  the  theatre,  and  no  one  who  would  have  un- 
derstood the  need  of  it.  The  dramatic  style  was 
of  no"  advantage,  so  long  as  music  did  not  identify 
itself  with  action,  but  appeared  only  as  somethino- 
superadded,  which  might  be  introduced  or  left  out 
at  arbitrary  pleasure.  Hymns  and  choruses  of 
devils  in  choral  song,  popular  melodies,  dancing 
tunes,  an  alternation  of  instruments  and  sometimes 
a  sort  of  musical  recitation,  full  of  the  most  non- 
sensical extravagance,  like  the  Ballet  comique  de 
la  Royn<3,  for  example  :* — more  than  this  the 
public  taste  did  not  desire,  and  in  this  spectacle 
everything-was  in  perfect  keeping  with  everylhino' 
else.  Poet  and  musician  could  embrace  like 
brothers  ;  neither  had  aught  to  object  to  the  other, 
nor  any  cause  for  envy. 

On  the  whole  this  style  was  still  better  than  the 
madrigal  stylo,  which  prevailed  on  the  stage  to- 
ward the  end  of  the  si,\teenth  century,  of  which 
the  Antiparnasso  d'  Orazio  Vecclii,  played  in 
Modena  in  the  year  1581,  affords  a  proof.  In 
this  commetlia  armoiiica  the  choruses  and  mono- 
logue together  are  written  in  madrigals.  Imagine 
the  hero  of  the  piece  relating  his  sorrows  or  his 
love  in  a  fugued  aria  for  five  voices !  Tlie  singers 
were  stationed  behind  the  scenes,  and  the  actor, 
who  for  the  sake  of  more  coni[ilete  illusion  had  to 
observe  a  singing  attitude,  performed,  as  I  suppose, 
a  corresponding  pantomime. 

Several  noble  Florentines,  persons  of  mind  and 
taste,  with  Giovanni  Bardi,  Count  of  Vernio,  at 
their  head,  keenly  felt  the  ludicrousness  of  this 
application  of  the  madrigal  style  to  the  theatre, 
and  the  injury  that  could  not  but  accrue  tlierc- 
from  to  the  dramatic  art.     Count  Vernio  and  his 

*  Performed  at  the  Court  of  Henry  HI.,  king  of 
France,  iu  1581. 


numerous  train  of  friends  and  prnlegex  formed 
among  themselves  a  literary  cirele,  one  of  those 
thousand"  Academies"  with  and  without  names, 
which  at  that  time  began  to  cover  tlie  peninsula. 
All  these  persons  were  Hellenists,  Latinisfs,  Bel- 
lettrists,  Philologists  and  Archjeologists,  as  well  as 
dilettanti;  but  it  seems  that  these  associates  were 
far  better  versed  in  Sophocles  and  Euripides,  than 
they  were  in  counterpoint.  For  this  reason  they 
must  have  had  even  less  taste  than  others  for  the 
learned  music  of  their  time,  which  was  so  little 
favorable  to  dilettantism  and  which,  to  be  enjoyed, 
required  the  studies  and  special  knowledges  of  a 
professor.  Especially  ofTensive  to  them  was  the 
more  than  inhuman  treatment,  to  which  the  con- 
trapuntists sulijected  the  poets.  We  have  already 
seen  what  a  disturbing  effect  the  old  fugue  style 
had,  not  only  upon  the  poetic  harmony,  but  also 
upon  the  whole  grammatical  construction.  They 
repeated  the  words  t«  infinitum;  they  lengthened 
out  syllables  without  rhyme  or  reason ;  they 
changed  long  into  short  and  vice  versa;  they  dis- 
membered phrases  withoutany  mercy  ;  they  flung 
into  jour  ear  at  the  same  time  the  beginning, 
middle  and  end  of  a  sentence;  the  te.tt  was  noth- 
ing but  a  maimed  and  undistinguishable  corpse, 
of  which  it  might  be  said  without  metaphor :  dis- 
jecta membra  poettc.  For  a  long  time  had  this 
insolent  contempt,  or  rather  this  juggling  with  the 
words  excited  the  downright  ill  will  of  the  literati. 
To  reform .  the  misuse  of  the  music,  as  it  was, 
v/ould  have  been  of  little  consequence  ;  the  fugue 
in  its  very  nature  was  incorrigible.  They  had  to 
annihilate  it ;  they  had  to  create  a  new  music, 
which  sounded  diiTercntly  from  counterpoint  and 
differently  from  the  popular  mclodie.s,  since  these 
were  not  woi'thy  to  be  united  with  the  noble  and 
classic  poetry,  which,  no  doubt,  our  heatjx  esprits 
of  Florence  wi-ote. 

But  whence  should  they  derive  the  elements  of 
this  innovation  ?  What  model  should  they  choose  ? 
with  v/hom  sliould  they  league  themselves  against 
the  living  musicians,  if  not  with  the  dead,  from 
whom  all  light  and  wisdom  emanated  ?  So  they 
conjured  up  the  si>irit  of  the  Greek  music  into 
the  hall  of  the  acatlemic  fraternity  of  the.  jjalace 
of  Vernio,  as  the  old  lawgivers  of  Harmony  had 
also  done  six  or  seven  centuries  before.  This 
time  the  spectre  answered  unintelligibly  to  the 
questions  put  to  it.  They  amused  themselves  no 
more  with  commenting  upon  Boethius ;  they  let 
theory  alone,  and  held  on  exclusively  to  some 
ideas,  which  appeared  as  certain  as  they  were 
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clear,  and  from  ■which  they  conld  derive  an  im-' 
mediate   and   ptactical  advantage.     It  vfas  then 
elearly  prcA'ed,  that  the  Greeks  recited  their  the- 
atrical pieces  ■with  musical  accompaniment  from 
beginning  to  end  ;  that  they  possessed  instruments, 
■which  supported  and  accompanied  the  voice ;  that 
their  choruses  sang,  in  chorus  and  their  principal 
characters  alone  ;  that  their  song-speech  differed 
not  much  from  the  3-ising  and  falling  £>f  the  voice 
in  ■words ;  that  they  had,  properly  speaking,  no 
rhythm,  &c.,  &c.     These  points  fixed,  and  under 
the   personal   guidance  of  Count   Vernio,   Vin- 
cenzio   Galilei,  the  father  of  the   great  Galilei, 
and  one  of  the  most  zealous  champions  against 
the   music   of  the   day,   made   an  attempt  at  a 
ISIonody  (song  in  one  part,  solo)  or  declamatioai 
by  means  of  notes.     He   recited,  as  ■svell  as  he 
conid,  a  passage  from  Dante,  the  episode  of  Count 
Ugolino,  accompanying   himself  ■with  the   lute; 
and  the  ■whole  academy  clapped  ii:s  hands  ■with 
rapture  at  the  this  time  genuine  re-birth  of  the 
ancients.     All  -were  of  opinion  that  the  modern 
counterpoint  ■would  have  to  crumble  into  dust  be- 
fore this  phantom,  ■which  had  about  as  little  form 
as  substance,  and  -which  ivas  baptized  "with  the 
name  sillo  nuovo,stilo  rajypresentativo  ov  recilativo, 
and   rnusica  parlante.     There   ivere,  as  history 
informs  us,  many  persons,  ■who  made  merry  about 
Galilei  and  his  rude  style.     These  ■were  ignora- 
muses, contrapuntists  and  melodists,  v.'ho  under- 
stood nothing  of  the  speaking  music,  because  it 
talked  Greek  to  them,  -which  to  these  people  was 
the  same  as  Hebrew. 

Highly  elated  by  this  success  in  a  small  sphere, 
the  society  of  Vernio  resolved  to  undertake  lofty 
invention  on  a  grand  scale,  namely  on  the  theatre, 
■which  they  ^■^ere  to  remould,  reducing  the  music 
to  silence  and  the  poetry  to  singing;  since  the 
latter  had  fcr  a  long  time  ceased  to  sing,  although 
it  obstinately  insisted  that  it  sang.  The  plan  -was 
no  sooner  sketched  than  it  -was  put  into  execution, 
liinuccini,  one  of  the  poets  of  the  company, 
made  the  poem  ;  two  other  members,  who  called 
themselves  musicians,  Peri  and  Caccini,  to  whom 
Monteverde  afterwards  added  himself,  set  the 
declamation  and  the  orchestral  accompaniment  to 
notes ;  and  all  Florence,  full  of  admiration,  ap- 
plauded the  successive  representations  of  Dafne, 
Eurydice,  Ariana,  Orfeo  and  other  pieces,  -which 
are  justly  considered  as  the  beginning  of  opera, 
although  no  play  in  the  world  could  be  less  like 
it.     The  reader  shall  judge  for  himself. 

PROLOGUE  TO   "  EURIDICE," 
Sung  T)y  Tragedy  herself,  and  repeated  tbTongli  seren  atanzas- 
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But  does  not  every  lover  of  music  prefer  to 
this  music,  which  speaks  and  say?  absolutely 
nothing,  this  harmonic  and  melodic  nullity,  these 
murderous  fifths  and  octaves,  the  following : 


p±EtE?El= 


--IS— 


=ltt 


-» — e- 


Jt^ — 


ea  -  tis  par  -  ti    -    bus,    ad  • 


±: 


IIS 


ta  -  Tit    A  -  si  -  BUSj    p^ilcber    efc    for  -  tis  -  si- 


fctEiEg; 


y- 


:j?t 


_^. 


-^-®TJ- 


m"as,  Sar-ci  -  nis  ap-tis-si  -mas.        Hez  sir  A  -  ne  -  hez  T 

this  song  as  dd  as  the  hills,  ■which  ■was  sung  at 
certain  festivals  all  through  the  middle  ages? 

At  the  same  time  we  must  not  overlook  the  fact, 
that  aJ  the  time  of  Giovanni  Bardi,  the  works  of 
Palestrina  and  AUegri  already  existed ;  there 
were  church  concertos  by  Viadana,  which,  with- 
out ceasing  to  be  church-like,  were  yet  very 
melodious ;  there  Tvere  the  madrigals  of  Lucca 
Marenzio,  in  which  some  grace  and  elegance 
glimmered  through  the  fugue ;  there  were  the 
madrigals  of  Monteverde,  which  had  more  arid 
better  melody  than  those  of  Marenzio ;  there 
■were  even  the  pretty  Keapolitan  songs-,  and  others, 
of  ■which  ■we  have  spoken  •  in  a  word,  there  was 
good  music.  To  pique  oneself  then  upon  so  poor 
a  discovery  as  the  siilo  nuovo,  and  prefer  it  greatly 
to  other  productions,  some  of  which  were  excel- 
lent, others  genial  and  full  of  art,  and  others 
again  pleasing  and  intelligible  to  every  one,  one 
must  needs  not  only  not  trouble  himself  about 
music,  but  no8  even  feel  it.  From  this  it  is  clear, 
that  the  notion  of  these  moderns  turned  upon  a 
literary  reformation,  whose  results  would  surely 
kill  the  music  and  only  keep  the  words  alive. 
They  meant  to  exercise  the  right  of  retaliation 
upon  the  musicians. 

But,  I  shall  be  asked,  since  Count  Vernio  and 
his  friends  were  such  poor  music-lovers,  why  did 
they  have  their  theatrical  pieces  sung  in  this  way, 
when  the  worst  ordinary  declamation  would  have 
been  a  thousand  times  better  ?  But  do  not  forget 
that  this  protector  of  writers  was  himself  a  very 
zealous  Plellenist,  and  that  in  this  capacity  he 
mast  have  seen  the  perfection  of  the  dramatic 
art  in  an  indissoluble  union  of  poesy  with  song ;  a 
song,  to  be  sure,  which  was  the  slave  of  the  words, 
without  melody  and  without  harmony,  precisely 
as  that  of  the  Greeks  ■was.  He  deceived  himself, 
as  we  see,  as  well  in  his  view  of  the  drama  in 
general,  as  about  the  means  of  the  Ij-ric  drama  in 
particular ;  he  was  deceived  altogether ;  and  it 
was  his  ve>V  errors,  his  prejudices  as  a  scholar, 
that  led  him  to  so  true  and  so  logical  a  conclusion, 
in  an  inverse  sense,  to-wit:  that  what  was  needed 
on  the  stage  before  all  was  a  speaking  music 
(speaking  in  every  sense  ;  that  is  to  say  imitative, 
analogous,  expressive  in  itself,  and  therefore  just 
the  opposite  of  his  music)  ;  and  secondly,  that  the 
music  must  never  suffer  any  interruplion,  after  it 
has  once  fairly  engaged  in  the  action.  For  Ver- 
nio this  meant  as  much  as  no  harmony,  no  mel- 
ody and   no   musical  expression.     But  to  us  it 


means  their  nnfnterrnpted  continxtance.  To  the 
inventors  jof  Monody,  then,  belongs  the  singular 
glory,  of  having  set  forth  indeed  the  true  princi- 
ples, bnt  ■witli  a  perverted  explanation,  and  if 
possible  a  still  worse  application.  It  ■rt'as  whb 
tliem  precisely  as  it  was  with  the  alchemists. 
They  fctrnd  nothing  of  what  tliey  sought,  neither 
the  antique  song-speech,  nor  the  Greek  tragedy, 
nor  its  wonderful  effects;  but  the  pursuit  of  tlsis 
sort  of  philosopher's  atone  opeced  the  ivay  to  very 
interesting  and  valuable  discoveries  of  another 
kind.  Apart  from  the  archteologicai  reveries  and 
the  absurdity  of  the  means  they  employed,  there 
lay  somefliing  very  rational  in  the  fundamental 
thought  of  these  Florentine  scholars.  To  restore 
to  the  poet  his  right  of  being  understood,  and  to 
knit  music  to  the  piece  by  lasting  and  indissolable 
ties,  the  necessity  whereof  no  one  until  then  bad 
eoraprehended,  was  virtually  expressing  the  great 
principle  of  lyric-dramatic  truth  inits  whole  e.xtent. 
An  enlightened  and  fruitful  principle,  which  would 
necessarily  in  a  later  spoc-h  and  in  more  stilfQl 
hands  bring  masterpieces  to  light.  For  the  learned 
world  it  was  enough,  fo  have  spoken  of  the  path 
into  which  it  would  b^  best  fo  strike  ;  bnt  there 
they  were  destined  to  stand  still  and  not  point  out 
the  line  o-f  march.  All  the  rest  ■was  the  affair  of 
the  musicians. 

It  is  frne,  there  was  a  very  learned  man,  Monte- 
verde, ■who-  from  the  outset  mingled  in  the  stilo 
nuovo  enterprise.  Monteverde  was  the  renovator 
of  another  kind,  and  as  such  exposed  to  the  cen- 
sure of  his  brethren.  The  chagrin  occasioned  by 
these  criticisms,  which  frequently  -were  too  well 
deserved,  tlie  lM>pe  of  distingivishing  himself  in  a 
new  career,  and  perhaps  some  prompting  de\41  or 
other,  induced  him  to  make  sjMaking  music,  and 
while  he  wished  to  sm-pass  Peri  aad  Caccini,  he 
spoke  even  much  worse  than  these  men.*  It  was 
a  just  punishment  for  his  apostacy.  For  a  vain 
idol  he  had  renounced  the  worship  of  con-nter- 
point,  to  which  his  calling  and  his  real  feelings 
led  him.  The  intolerable  theatrical  composer 
afterwards  became  an  excellent  first  chapel-master 
to  the  Church  of  St.  Mark  in  Venice. 

While  the  Florentine  society  was  applying  the 
representative  style  to  the  profane  drama,  a  Ro- 
man nobleman,  Eroilio  del  Cavaliere,  made 
an  attempt  at  S-acred  Drama,  or  Oratorio.— 
Geniuses  are  sometimes  met  -(vith,  as  well  as  ele- 
gant wits.  Tne  Oratorio  was  a  continuation  of 
the  old  "  Mysteries  ■"  or  "  Sacred  Transactions," 
which  were  no  longer  played,  but  which  continued 
to  be  sung  in  some  of  the  churches  at  Rome,  to 
attract  the  multitude.  By  an  exception,  however, 
or  a  favor,  the  reason  whereof  history  does  not 
disclose,  this  sacred  drama  of  Cavaliere's,  which 
was  called  L'  Anhna  et  il  Corpo  (The  Soul  and  the 
Body),  was  produced  in  Rome  with  dances, decora- 
tions and  all  the  conditions  of  an  actual  play,  in  a 
theatre,  which  lies  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  Church  of  Santa  Maria  della  Vallicella. 
Cavaliere's  Recitative  appears  to  mo  somewhat 
less  bad  than  that  of  the  Florentines,  inasmuch 
as  it  approaches  nearer  to  the  church  song.  The 
choruses  are  not  worth  talking  about. 

A  third  form,  which  the  representative  rausio 
soon  assumed,  was  the  Chamber  Cantata  or  recit- 
ing Drama,  which,  connected  from  the  first  with 
the  fate  of  the  Opera,  underwent  all  its  gradual 
modifications,  produced  masterpieces  under  the 
pens  of  Carissimi  and  Scarlatti,  and  as  a 
*  So  I  judge  from  the  examples  found  in  Burney. 
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■form  became  -extinct  in  t5ie  wonderful  Orfeo  of 
Perffolese. 

The  introduction  of  speaking  music  had  an 
equally  immense  result  in  tire  sacred  as  in  tbc 
profane  drama.  How  are  we  to  explain  the  ap- 
plause bestowed  on  this  monotonous  and  soporific 
recitation,  this  tedious  psahnodlzing,  whose  form 
and  acccBt  the  Russian  beggars  alone  seem  to 
have  preserved?  This  is  not  the  most  graceful 
Gfianficr,  I  admit,  of  begging  almsi  but,  I  maintain, 
it  is  the  surest  way  to  get  it.  The  most  confessed 
miser  could  not  resist  such  an  appeal  two  minutes. 
And  j-et  the  beau  monde  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury endured  this  singing,  which  lasted  whole 
hours  long,  yes,  and  applauded  it,  was  in  raptures, 
ifisjiired,  enchanted  with  it  J  Was  it  the  music  of 
Peri  and  Caccini,  that  produced  this  ?  No, 
certainly  not ;  one  must  be  more  than  credulous, 
to  believe  that.  The  men  of  that  time  had  nerves 
as  well  as  we;  and  if  anything  in  the  opera 
pleased  them,  surely  it  was  not  the  music ;  but 
many  other  things,  which  claimed  their  interest 
and  their  feelings,  prevented  their  receiving  the 
entire  impression  of  this  music,  and  made  them 
as  it  were  insensible.  The  opera  at  that  time  was 
an  amusement  for  princes,  a  rare  and  brilliant 
spectacle,  reserved  for  festival  occasions  only, 
whereat  the  whole  pomp  of  the  Court  and  splen- 
dor of  the  most  festal  gala  wa,-;  unfolded,  Eury- 
dice,  for  example,  was  given  during  the  festivities 
OR  occasion  of  the  man'iage  of  Henry  IV.  with 
Maria  di  Medicis.  If  one  had  the  honor  to  be 
admitted  to  festivals  of  this  sort,  he  felt  too  com- 
fortable and  too  happy ;  at  all  events  the  eyes 
were  much  too  busy,  to  allow  of  analyzing  the 
elements  of  a  play  with  a  calmly  attentive  and 
critical  spirit  The  ensemble  of  the  spectacle  de- 
lighted the  beholders,  and  this  delight  extended 
also  to  the  music,  to  which  they  scarcely  lis- 
tened. 

Moreover,  one  fact  stands  established,  which 
proves  to  demonstration  into  what  contempt  the 
■speaking  music  fell  with  the  Italians  from  the 
moment  that  the  novelty  was  over.  After  the 
opera  had  descended  from  its  lofty  sphere,  and  be- 
come transformed  into  a  mere  industrial  enterprise, 
the  Inipresa,  which  happened  about  the  middle  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  the  entrepreneurs  in 
their  announcements  mentioned  neither  the  name 
of  the  poet  nor  of  the  composer.  On  the  contrary 
the  name  of  the  machinist  was  printed  in  big 
letters.  So  words  and  music  passed  for  nothing 
in  the  opera  1  Naturally  an  exhibition,  so  entirely 
empty  in  toth  these  respects,  could  only  interest 
and  sustain  itself  by  great  scenic  outlay.  Re- 
course was  necessarily  had  to  all  the  childish 
tricks,  which  catch  the  eye ;  mj'thological  divini- 
ties were  suspended  by  cords  from  heaven,  or 
ascended  through  trap-doors  out  of  Tartarus;  the 
stage  swarmed  with  nymphs  and  satyrs,  whose 
gambols,  peals  of  laughter,  jokes,  and  amorous 
toyings  charmed  the  public;  and,  to  crown  all 
these  wonders,  they  made  whole  scjuadrons  of 
cavalry  manoeuvre  on  the  stage  in  pieces,  in  which 
the  hei-oes  of  Greek  and  Roman  history  appeared ; 
the  public  was  more  interested  in  the  horses  than 
in  the  riders,  as  might  be  expected.  Between 
these  two  classes  of  persons  there  was  not  an  equal 
chance.  The  singers  did  not  sing  and  scarcely 
played,  whereas  the  horses  of  the  seventeenth 
century  may  be  supposed  to  have  possessed  some 
of  the  talents  of  our  horses. 

The  play  in  Italy,  then,  was  constructed  precisely 


like  that  afterwards  in  France,  which  the  con- 
temporaries of  Louis  XIV.  regarded  as  the  general 
focus  of  the  fine  arts,  and  as  the  wonder  of  won- 
ders. Quinault,  the  king's  twenty-four  violins 
and,  above  all,  the  money  of  the  king,  gave  to 
Baptiste  LulU  in  fact  some  advantage  over  his 
Italian  predecessors ;  Boileau  was  not  the  less  the 
best  judge  in  France,  when  he  said,  that  no- 
where can  one  have  such  costly  ennui  as  at  the 
Opera. 

(To  bii  continucd.3 


For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 
CRITIC    AND     DILETTANT. 

FE05I  GOETHE. 

A  child  there  was  and  lie  had  a  dove, 

Eight  fair  of  plumage  and  gay, 

AVhich  he  fed  from  liis  mouth,  with  heartiest  love, 

In  a  pleasant  and  childlike  way^ 

And  so  proud' of  his  beautiful  dove  had  he  grown 

He  could  not  enjoy  his  treasure  alone. 

An  old  fox  dwelt  in  the  neighborhood  near — 

A  talkative  fox  and  instructive  to  hear, 

Wlio  for  many  an  hour  the  child  had  enchanted 

Vi^ith  wondrous  tough  stories  himself  had  invented. 

"  I  must  show  ray  dove  to  the  fox,  I  ween!" — 

So  he  ran  and  found  him  stretched  out  in  his  lair — 

"  See,  fox,  my  dear  little  dove  so  fair! 

Such  a  beautiful  dove  hast  thou  ever  yet  seen?" 

"  Give't  here  " — the  boy  gives  it—"  Hum,  well,  'twill  do, 
But,  after  all,  'tis  only  so-so; 
The  feathers,  for  example,  are  too  short  by  far"^ 
And  begins  to  pluck  the  poor  pigeon  bare. 

The  boy  screamed — "  Stouter  feathers  you  must  put  in  it, 

For  beauty  or  for  flying," — 

So  'twas  stripped — "the  abortion!" — tears  it  up  in  a 

minute — 
The  child  broken-hearted  was  dying. 

Whoever  himself  m  the  hoy  can  read, 
Of  foxes  let  hira  take  careful  heed. 

SIcSOPiilLUS. 


For  DiTisht's  JOTirnal  of  Music. 

Old  Hundred,  and  Mr.  Havergal's  Letter. 

Dear  Sir : — "  When  a  vi'riter  speaks  somewhat 
as  an  oracle  he  cannot  be  too  discreet  or  too 
careful."  Very  true  ;  and  equally  true,  when  a 
writer  does  not  speak  as  an  oracle,  but  contents 
himself  with  insinuating  literary  dishonesty,  affec- 
tation of  learning,  and  ignorance  on  the  part  of 
another.  Whatever  indiscretions  the  Diary  in 
your  journal  may  exhibit,  in  all  questions  of  fact, 
there  has  been  no  want  of  care,  notwithstanding 
which  errors  will  sometimes  creep  in.  Even  in 
the  article  on  Havergal's  History  of  the  Ok!  Hun- 
dredth, care  enough  was  exercised,  though  per- 
haps I  may  as  well  admit  the  want  of  discretion, 
exhibited,  in  an  unenlightened  citizen  of  this  bar- 
barous land  daring  to  speak  of  the  woik  of  an 
Englishman,  and  giving  it  his  hearty  approbation. 
Now  I  think  of  it,  there  is  something  of  presump- 
tion— a  want  of  proper  modesty — in  an  American 
having  an  opinion  of  his  own,  and  venturing  to 
speak  of  it.  The  statement  that  I  studied  the 
question  of  the  authorship  of  "Old  100"  "some 
years  ago"  and  came  to  similar  conclusions  with 
Mr.  H.,  seems  as  hard  for  him  to  believe  as  it  was 
for  Le  Verrier  and  the  French  mathematicians  to 
believe  in  the  labors  of  Adams.  Such  however, 
O  Mr.  H.,  is  the  melancholy  fact.  We  on  this 
side  the  water  will  give  you  credit  for  no  new 
theory  on  the  origin  of  "Old  100;"  we  do  praise 
you  for  having  written  an  interesting  history  of 
the  tune,  and  for  having  laid  along  vexed  question 
at  rest. 

The  precise  epoch  of  the  "some  years  ago" 
was  1S45-7  ;  at  which  time  I  was  assistant  Libra- 


rian at  Harvard  College,  and  devoted  a  world  of 
unrewarded  time,  labor  and  money  in  the  collec- 
tion of  materials  for  the  publication  of  specimens 
of  New  England  Psalmody  from  1620  down  to 
ISOO  ;  which  publication  was  so  well  thought  of 
by  the  public  that  it  went  no  farther  than  the 
prospectus  issued  at  the  time.  As  all  the  early 
psalmody  of  New  England  came  from  Europe, 
the  proposed  work  led  me  into  a  careful  study  of 
Sternhold  and  Hopkins,  Ainsworth,  Rovenscroft, 
&c.  Dr.  T,  W.  Harris,  our  head  Librarian — who, 
though  only  known  in  England  as  "  The  American 
Entymologist,"*  it  is  well  known  here  brings  his 
uncommon  talents  for  investigation  to  hear  most 
successfully  in  all  sorts  of  antiquarian  researches — 
will  well  remember,  I  doubt  not,  our  study  of  Haw- 
kins, Burney,  and  all  the  old  psalters,  Bibles,  psalm 
books,  missals  &c.,  in  the  Library.  We  differed 
on  some  points,  but  concluded  that  all  the  earliest 
tunes  of  the  Protestants  must  have  been  adapta- 
tions of  strains  made  familiar  to  them  before  they 
ceased  attending  the  intoned  and  enchanted  services 
of  Catholicism.  This  was  a  point  of  v/hich  I 
never  lost  sight  during  my  residence  in  Germany 
in  1S49— 51,  and  one  to  which  I  shall  devote  farther 
labor  on  my  return  thither  some  few  weeks  hence. 
The  Doctor  will  remember  also  our  comparison  of 
early  specimens  of  psalmody  as  given  by  Hawkins, 
Burney,  and  in  Sternhold  and  Hopkins,  and  Ains- 
worth, witli  the  music  on  those  few  parchment 
leaves  of  an  ancient  missal  in  the  Library — which 
is  considered  a  great  curiosity  to  our  American 
visitors,  though  in  England  it  would  be  no  more 
"curious"  than  the  specimens  of  "Old  100," 
which  I  copied,  are  there.  I  used  the  word  "cu- 
rious," by  the  way,  in  a  sense,  which  Webster 
even  will  hardly  justify,  though  a  very  common 
Americanism  —  that  is  as  equivalent  to  "odd," 
"  funny,"  or  "  queer  ;"  and,  read  in  this  sense,  one 
will  see  that  my  remarks  and  examples  were  not 
intended  for  Mr.  Havergal's  instruction,  but  for 
the  benefit  of  Dwight's  subscribers,  of  whom  I 
am  happy  to  learn  Mr.  H.  is  one.  Wow  these 
specimens  may  be  very  "  curious "  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  word  to  American  readers  ;  many 
things  are  objects  of  curiosity  in  America  which 
are  not  so  in  England — a  live  Lord,  or  a  fox- 
hunting parson,  for  instance. 

Now  in  the  matter  of  the  tune  in  question. 
Long  before  Mr  Havergal's  name  ever  penetrated 
our  wilderness,  or  his  lamp  had  tried  to  shine  in 
presence  of  our  luminaries,  the  question  of  the 
authorship  of  "  Old  100"  had  been  discussed,  and 
particular  attention  drawn  to  it  in  this  country. 
Witness  the  notes  accompanying  the  tune  in  the 
Psaltery  and  other  books  published  ten  years  since  ; 
the  letter  in  the  Puritan,  of  which  Mr.  H.  speaks 
so  contemptuously,  is  another  case  in  point,  and 
had  Dvvight's  Journal  been  in  existence  "some 
years  ago,"  perhapS  the  infliction  of  Mr.  H.'s 
History  might  have  been  saved ;  who  knows  ? 
The  tune  has  been  ascribed  in  various  American 
books,  not  only  to  Luther,  Goudimel,  Guillaume 
Franc,  but  to  Do~wland,  Claude  le  Jeuhe,  and  I 
think  still  to  others.  It  is  frequently  called  a 
German  Choral.  (Unluckily  I  am  writing  more 
than  two  hundred  miles  from  the  place  where  my 
collection  of  psalm-books  is  cased  up  for  safe 
keeping,  or  I  vvould  specify  more  particularly.) 

Taking  it  for  true  that  some  one  of  these  credits 
was  correct,  there  is  enough  in  Burney  and  Haw- 
kins to  lead  one  to  decide  upon  Franc,  as  the 
introducer  of  the  tune,  while  the  manner  in  which 
he  is  spoken  of  naturally  led  us  to  include  his 
tunes  among  those  which  we  supposed  had  been  . 
transferred  from  the  Catholic  service.  What  was 
a  mere  matter  of  opinion  with  us,  Mr.  Havcrgal 
seems  to  have  made  a  certainty. 


*  I  find  this  title  given  hnn  in  an  English  dedication. 
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After  all,  the  main  object  of  the  article  in  the 
Diary  was  to  give  something  in  relation  to  the 
history  of  "Old  100"  in  America.  Will  Mr.  H. 
give  us  some  additional  information  on  this  topic  ? 
We  will  gladly  trim  our  lamp  by  his  luminary. 

Why  does  Mr.  H.  quote  a  part  of  one  of  my 
sentences  for  the  purpose  of  a  sneer,  and  omit  the 
qualifying  phrase  ?  I  repeat,  "  As  there  could  be 
no  temptation  whatever  to  write  a  fable,  I  be- 
lieve the  writer  in  the  Puritan  to  be  in  the  right, 
U;^  unless  there  is  a  typographical  error."  I  do 
hope  we  shall  hear  from  him.  It  is  possible,  how- 
ever, that  the  writer  in  the  Puritan  may  have 
drawn  upon  Hawkins  and  Burney  for  materials  of 
his  sketch^but  why  need  Mr.  Havergal  accuse 
hitti  of  falsehood  ? 

I  am  sorry  to  write  so  long  a  letter,  but  charges 
may  be  expressed  or  implied  in  far  fewer  words 
than  a  defence  requires.  Only  a  few  words  more. 
For  more  than  two  centuries  psalmody  was  al- 
most exclusively  our  music.  For  the  last  half 
century  a  hundred  fold  more  volumes  of  psalm 
tunes  have  probably  been  sold  in  this  country  than 
in  the  world  beside.  I  suppose  a  million  copies 
sold  of  Mr.  Lowell  Mason's  books  during  the  last 
five  years  is  a  small  estimate.  It  is  a  branch  of 
music  with  which  we  are  familiar,  which  we 
study,  for  which  Europe  has  been  "ransacked" 
for  tunes  and  melodies,  and  in  which  we  have 
made  attainments.  I  "guess"  that  in  the  last 
new  book  published  in  London  for  congregational 
singing,  Mr.  Mason's  four-part  arrangements  will 
be  found  the  only  ones  at  the  same  time  correct, 
elegant,  and  practicable.  It  is  natural  then  to 
suppose  that  some  of  us  may  have  been  led  "  some 
years  ago  "  even  to  have  turned  our  attention  to 
the  history  of  this  branch  of  music,  and  that  some 
success  may  have  followed  our  etfoits,  though 
having  no  better  means  of  study  than  are  afforded 
at  Harvard  College,  the  Antiquarian  Library  at 
Worcester,  the  Theological  Library  at  Andover, 
that  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Massachusetts, 
and  so  on,  and  the  noble  collection  of  Bibles,  and 
Psalters,  made  by  Mr.  Livermore  of  Cambridge 
(Mass.),  Dr.  Robbins  of  Hartford,  and  so  forth. 
When  we  remember  that  English  literature  is  in- 
debted to  an  American  sailor  for  a  translation  of 
Laplace's  Mecanique  Celeste,  we  thank  God,  and 
take  courage. 

As  to  Mr.  Havergal's  book  going  begging  for  a 
publisher,  I  do  not  see  the  "  meanness"  charged. 
The  mistake  arose  out  of  a  conversation  in  the 
office  where  the  book  was  published,  and,  naturally 
pleased  at  this  compliment  to  American  enterprise, 
I  noted  it  down  as  a  fact.  There  is  nothing  crimi- 
nal  in  a  mistak^  I  hope,  honestly  made. 

And  so,  with  more  thanks  to  Mr.  Havergal  for 
his  book  than  for  his  letter,  I  remain, 

Yours  in  the  good  cause, 

Alexander  W.  Thayer. 


Clara  Novello  at  the  Sydenham  Crystal  Pal- 
ace—Letter from  Mary  Cowden  Clarke. 

[Extract  from  a  private  letter  communicated  to  the  Eve- 
ning Post.] 

"  In  singing  the  national  anthem  of  '  God  save 
the  Queen,'  after  the  first  two  stanzas  have  been 
sung  by  the  whole  orchestra,  the  third  is  invaria- 
bly sung  in  solo,  by  some  clear,  di.stinct  feminine 
voice,  after  which  the  whole  choir  take  up  the 
chorus.  The  effect  of  this  chorus  is  very  fine. 
This  was  intended  as  the  grand  opening  of  the 
Crystal  Palace  by  the  Queen,  but  it  was  averred 
that  no  human  voice  was  capable  of  being  heard 
in  that  enormous  space,  but  if  any  it  was  '  the 
Novello's.'  Accordingly,  Costa  asked  her  to  come 
down  cjuietly  to  Sydenham  last  Sunday  morning 
to  meet  him,  and  ascertain  the  exact  truth  of  the 
matter.  She  and  her  husband,  Charles  and  I, 
drove  down  in  her  carriage  through  the  charming 


Dulwioh  lanes,  and  were  there  joined  by  my 
brother.  Costa  was  punctual,  and  we  had  not 
been  five  minutes  in  the  building  before  we  went 
over  to  the  other  end  of  the  great  transept,  far 
beyond  where  the  Queen's  dais  is  to  be,  and 
stood  on  the  spot  where  the  orchestra  will  be 
stationed.  The  experiment  answered  triumph- 
antly. Her  voice  rang  out  pure  and  large  and 
trumpet-like.  Costa  shouted  gleefully  his  con- 
firmation in  Italian,  while  he  and  Count  Gigliuoci, 
Clara's  husband,  came  hurrying  back,  the  ex- 
pression in  their  faces  fully  showing  the  complete 
success  of  the  trial.  Itjhas  always  been  affirmed 
that  no  single  voice  could  make  itself  effectively 
heard  in  that  vast  edifice,  and  now  Clara's  is  pro- 
nounced the  one  that  can.  Afterwards,  Clara 
made  a  further  trial,  for  our  satisfaction,  and 
what  do  you  think  it  was  ?  She  went  to  the  ex- 
treme end  of  the  edifice,  and  Charles,  Alfred  and 
I  went  to  the  extreme  other  end.  The  first 
building  measured  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-one  feet  in  length,,  and  this  one  many 
feet  longer !  It  was  so  far,  that  at  last  we  could 
only  see  her  a  speck  in  the  distance.  When  she 
arrived  she  telegraphed  to  us  by  waving  her  par- 
asol, a  white  one,  and  I  answered  by  waving 
mine  in  reply.  Then  she  sang  the  verse,  and  the 
effect  was  one  of  the  most  curious  I  ever  heard 
in  my  life,  and  almost  supernaturally  beautiful ; 
it  was  like  an  angel — clear,  sweet  and  exquisitely 
distinct,  but  remote.  '  God  save  our  gracious 
Queen.'  It  came  trilling  and  vibrant,  but  sin- 
gularly distinct.  It  produced  an  impression  that 
I  shall  never  forget,  if  I  live  a  hundred  years. 
How  I  did  long  that  our  beloved  mother  could 
have  been  there  to  have  heard  her  child  utter 
such  wondrous  proof  of  the  glorious  gift  that  God 
has  bestowed  on  her!  We  always  knew  that 
Clara's  voice  was  extraordinarily  powerful,  in 
combination  with  its  delicious  sweetness ;  but  we 
never  could  have  believed  the  extent  of  its  power 
had  we  not  actually  made  this  curious  experiment. 
Charles  and  Alfred  both  smiled  when  she  pro- 
posed it ;  they  could  hardly  believe  it  possible 
that  a  human  organ  could  be  heard,  when  we 
measured  the  extent  with  our  eye.  We  had 
rather  a  curious  additional  proof  again  ;  for  after 
we  had  been  rambling  about,  enjoying  the  admi- 
rable assemblage  of  grand  beauties  brought  to- 
gether there  under  one  roof — the  Alhambra 
Court,  the  Greek  Court,  the  Egyptian  Court,  the 
Pompeian  Court,  &c. — several  distinguished  gen- 
tlemen belonging  to  the  Crystal  Palace,  such  as 
Sir  Joseph  Paxton,  Sir  Charles  Fox,  &e.,  arrived, 
and  after  my  sister  had  been  introduced  to  them, 
she  was  asked  whether  she  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  repeat  the  trial  verse,  that  they  might 
hear  and  enjoy  it  also.  She  hail  no  sooner  ac- 
ceded and  sung  it  through  once  more,  than  sev- 
eral visitors,  who  had  by  this  time  come  and  were 
dispersed  through  the  building,  came  flocking  up 
the  aisles  to  listen  ;  thns  affording  strong  proof 
how  the  tones  penetrated  in  all  parts  of  that  vast 
and  wondrous  labyrinth.  You  may  imagine  how 
happily  we  all  drove  homo  together,  chatting  her 
triumph  over." 


For  Bwigbt'a  Journal  of  Music. 

From  my  Diary.   No.  XLIX. 

June  22. — I  have  been  greatly  delighted  to-day  at  our 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  to  note  the  success  of  Mr.  Ei-ot 
in  his  cap:\city  of  musical  instructor.  It  was  the  first 
time  that  I  had  heard  his  class  sing,  and  I  was  not  pre- 
pared for  the  skill  to  which  the  members  had  attained. 
It  was  not  that  they  sang  in  any  better  time  or  tune  than 
I  expected  to  hear,  but  that,  in  as  good  time  and  tune  as 
we  are  in  the  habit  of  hearing  simple  raelodies  with  a 
common  chord  accompaniment,  tliey  sang  the  pieces  on 
the  following  superb  programme : 

"Voluntary  on  the  Organ One  of  the  Pupils. 

Chorus:  "  Glory  be  to  God  on  high,"  from  the  12th  Mass, 

Mozart. 

Band  :  "  Polish  Quii-k  Step," A.  Keiff. 

Chorus  :  "  Thanks  be  to  Gnd,"  from  Elijah, Mendelssohn. 

Trio  :  "  Lift  tliine  Eyes,"  from  Elijah, .Mendelssohn. 

Semi-choras  and  Chorus :  "  Daughters  of  Israel,"  from 

David, Neukomm. 

Band:   -'Grand  March," M'alsh. 

Semi-chorus  :  *'  Silent  Night," Von  Weber. 

Chorus  :  "  Then  round  about  the  starry  throne,"  from 

Samson, Handel. 


Solo  and  Quartet :  "Hie  thee,  Shallop," Kiicken. 

Chorus  and  Trio  ;  "  The  Heavens  are  telling,"  from  the 

Creation, HaydB. 

Band:  "Turkish  March," German. 

Semi-choms  :  "  Beautiful  Primrose," Mendelssohn. 

Solo  and  Chorus  :  "  Intiammatus,"  from  Stabat  Mater,  Rossini. 

Semi-chorus ;  "  Good  Morning." Beruer. 

Chorus:  "Hallelujah  to  the  Father,"  from  Mount  of 

Olives, Beethoven. 

Mr.  E.  informs  roe  that  he  has  resigned  bis  place  in 
the  Spingler  and  Bulgers  Institutes  for  the  purpose  of 
devoting  himself  more  exclusively  to  his  Normal  Music 
School,  which  he  hopes  to  make  a  permanent  affair. 

Now,  when  we  consider  the  immense  amourjt  of  money 
which  is  paid  in  this  city  for  singers  in  the  legion  of 
chnrches,  why  cannot  some  arrangement  be  made  to 
enlarge  this  school  at  least  to  such  an  extent  as  to  supply 
a  certain  number  of  singers  annually  from  the  graduat- 
ing classes?  How  many  escellent  voices  might  in  this 
way  get  at  least  a  fair  training,  and  IjOW  many  worthy, 
deserving  girls  and  young  men  of  real  musical  talent 
might  thus  get  a  start  in  the  profession ! 

One  meets  continually  with  young  men  and  jowcig 
girls  of  sixteen  to  eighteen  years  who  would  willingly 
give  their  services  for  one,  two  or  three  years  in  return 
for  the  opportunity  of  getting  a  good  musical  training. 
Abroad  we  know  this  is  a  most  common  practice  in  the 
case  of  boys;  indeed  in  some  of  the  cathedrals  the  boys 
get  a  complete  musical  education  and  a  salary  besides,  I 
believe.  Here  we  want  sopranos  and  altos  of  the  other 
sex.  "Why  not  educate  them  ?  Does  not  rich  Dr.  A.,  or 
Gen.  B.,  or  Esq.  C,  or  the  great  merchant  D.,  who  has 
so  much  influence  in  his  parish,  feel  as  willing  to  pay  his 
share  in  educating  a  singer  to  supply  his  Sunday  service 
with  music,  as  his  share  in  the-  large  salary  which  Mrs. 
or  Madame,  or  Signora,  or  Signorita,  or  Fraulein,  oi-  Miss 
So  cfe  So  now  gels  in  the  same  place? 

People  are  beginning  to  admit  that  America  can  pro- 
duce good  voices.  Why  not  establish  a  good  school  to 
train  them?  Would  that  some  of  the  Liod,  Sontag  and 
Alboni  money  had  been  given  to  this  end  I 

Well,  it  would  seem  that  Mr.  Boot  is  trying  to  make  a 
beginning.    Shall  he  not  succeed  ? 


usir   Jiljr0ai(. 


EoTAL  Italian  Opera. — Don  Gioyamzi  has  been  given 
for  the  third  time.  Cruvelli's  Donna  Anna  is  pronounced 
one  of  the  grandest  performances  of  the  modem  stage. 
{CruvelH,  by  the  waj'',  is  not  an  Italian,  having  been  bom 
at  Bielfeld,  in  Westphalia.)  Bosio,  too,  was  encored  in 
Baiii^  hatli,  and  Vedrai  carina,  as  also  Taniberllk  in  II 
mio  tesoro. — A  repetition  of  I Puritani  w^s  inteiTupted  in 
the  middle  by  the  sudden  illness  of  Mario;  but,  thanks 
to  the  presence  of  Bosio,  Ronconi,  Lablache  and  Taglia- 
fico,  the  Barbiere  was  substituted. — Thursday,  June  1st, 
was  a  gala  night;  Grisi  in  her  grand  part  of  Norma,  and 
the  first  of  her  twelve  farewell  representations.  Lablache 
was  Oroveso.  The  newspapers  celebrate  the  triumphs 
of  the  "  Diva"  as  loudly  as  ever. — The  nest  event  was 
the  return  of  Mme.  Yiardot,  after  three  years'  absence, 
and  the  performance  of  the  Proplt^te.  » 

It  is  well  known  that  both  the  poet  and  the  composer 
had  this  lady  in  view  in  writing  the  part  of  Fides;  and 
Meyerbeer  would  not  permit  tlie  opera  to  be  produced 
till  she  could  appear  in  it.  Of  course,  since  the  Prophbte 
has  become  popular  throughout  Europe,  Fides  has  bad 
many  representatives;  but  no  one  has  been  able  to  efface 
the  impression  originally  made  by  Madame  Viardot.  She 
never  performed  it  more  superbly  than  she  did  last  night. 
She  appears  to  be  full  of  health  and  vigor;  her  voice  is 
fre?h,  mellow,  and  flexible;  and  her  strength  of  intellect 
and  depth  of  feeling  are  as  unrivalled  as  ever.  The  effect 
she  produced  was  as  great  as  on  the  night  the  opera  was 
first  performed. 

Tamberlik's  John  of  Leyden  waslikewise  a  triumphant 
per/brmance.  In  some  of  the  most  impassioned  scenes 
his  powerful  and  piercing  voice  gave  him  the  advantage 
even  over  Mario;  but  he  does  not  look  the  characer  as 
Mnrio  did,  nor  clothe  it  with  such  lofty  and  sustained 
grandeur. 

Grisi  has  also  appeared  in  Lucrezia  Borgia,  with  Mario 
and  Ronconi. 

EoYAL  Opeiia,  Drurt  Lane. — Since  our  last  .sum- 
mary, the  pieces  have  been  Lucia  di  Lammermoor  (in 
Italian),  with  Sims  Keeves  as  Fdgardo,  Bon  Juan^  Fra 
BiavolOj  La  Sonnambula,  and  Ber  Freyscliillz.     In  the 
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latter,  Mme.  KudersdorfTs  Agatha  is  said  to  be  the  best 
yet  seen  in  England. 

Theatre  Lyeique.— A  portion  of  this  company  from 
Paris  have  commenced  a  series  of  twenty-two  comic 
operas  at  the  St.  James's  Theatre,  the  renl  object  being 
to  give  the  English  public  a  chance  to  hear  Mme.  Marie 
Cabel,  who  has  made  so  much  stir  of  late  in  Paris.  The 
following  is  from  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  June  Sth: 

Tlie  history  of,  Mme.  Cabel  is  somewhat  curious. 
About  four  years  ago  she  appeared  at  the  Opera  Comique 
with  such  equivocal  success  that  her  engagement  was 
soon  cancelled.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  after  this, being 
satisfied  of  her  inefficiency,  she  studied  her  art  with  xeal 
and  assiduity,  for  subsequently  in  a  short  time  we  find 
her  creating  a  considerable  sensation  in  Brussels  and 
other  towns  in  Belgium.  Last  October  the  management 
of  the  Theatre  Lyrique  had  the  good  fortune  to  secure 
her  services  for  tlw  theatre;  and  up  to  the  present  mo- 
ment she  has  proved  the  principal  attraction  of  the  estab- 
lishment. Mme.  Cabel  is  a  vocalist  of  high  pretensions. 
Ber  voice  is  a  true  soprano,  clear  and  bright,  exceedingly 
manageable,  but  not  of  the  most  beautiful  quality.  Her 
method  and  style  are  decidedly  French,  and  she  pos- 
sesses some  of  the  defects  of  the  worst  school  of  singing. 
But  the  vocal  excellencies  of  Mme.  Cabel  outweigh,  her 
defects.  Her  voice  is  always  in  tune,  she  executes  the 
most  rapid  passages  with  the  greatest  precision  and  facil- 
ity, and  her  manner  is  prepossessing  to  a  degree.  Un- 
fortunately Mme.  Cabel  had  not  the  best  opportunity  of 
signalizing  herself  last  night,  the  opera  chosen  for  her 
debut  having  so  little  merit  as  to  prove  anything  but 
agreeable  to  the  audience.  Besides  this,  the  music  of 
the  opera  —  written,  we  believe,  especially  for  Mme. 
Cabel — is  singularly  unvocal,  and  extremely  difficiilt. 
Notwithstanding  these  serious  drawbacks,  her  talents 
could  not  be  concealed,  and  we  have  seldom  witnessed 
more  genuine  and  well-merited  success  in  any  theatre. 
The  opera  selected  was  Le  Bijou  Perdu  of  M.  Adolph 
Adam,  a  composer  who  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of 
the  Parisian  public,  but  who  out  of  his  own  country  is 
little  known  or  little  admired.  JIme.  Cabel  was  but 
tolerably  supported.  The  troupe  is  not  the  elite  of  the 
Theatre*  Lyrique,  although  the  distribution  of  characters 
embraces  for  the  most  part  the  original  cast  when  Le 
Bijou  Perdu  was  first  brought  out  in  Paris. 

Philharjiionic  Society. — The  novelty  of  the  seventh 
concert  was  Robert  Schumann's  Symphony  in  B  flat 
(the  same  known  in  a  degree  in  Boston),  The  first  hear- 
ing appears  to  have  confirmed  all  the  English  prejudices, 
all  the  critics  chiming  sympathetically  with  the  following 
from  the  Daily  News: 

To  be  original  is  the  great  object  of  Schumann  and  the 
composers  of  his  stamp:  and  they  «?"e  original;  though 
not,  as  Mozart  and  Beethoven  were,  by  the  irresistible 
impulse  of  nature,  but  by  deliberate  and  laborious  effort. 
Nature  has  made  metrical  rhythm  an  essential  quality  of 
music,  and  the  greatest  musicians,  following  nature,  have 
made  their  melodies  pleasing  to  every  ear.  But  the  new 
school  stigmatize  regularity  of  rhythm  as  something 
antiquated— as  belonging  to  the  days  of  perukes  and 
gold-headed  canes — and  avoid  it  by  every  device  they 
can  think  of;  by  forming  phrases  of  irregular  numbers 
of  bars,  by  evading  or  interruptmg  the  closes  wherever 
the  ear  would  naturally  expect  them;  and  by  substitut- 
ing, for  the  plain  and  clear  harmonies  obviously  dictated 
by  the  melodic  phrase,  extraneous  combinations  which 
disguise  its  character.  In  this  way  the  ear  is  constantly 
teased  by  disappointments,  and  tormented  by  discordant 
crudities.  The  listener  makes  wry  faces,  but  admits  that 
all  this  is  new  at  least,  and  perhaps  acquires  a  relish  for 
it,  in  the  same  way  as  an  Englishman  in  Germany  comes 
to  sour-krout  and  other  Teutonic  dainties.     The  sym- 

fhony  in  question  is  a  specimen  of  this  species  of  music. 
t  is  of  great  length,  consisting  of  five  movements  elabor- 
ately worked, out.  The  score  is  very  full  and  the  loud 
instruments  are  in  constant  action  with  very  little  relief 
to  the  ear,  the  quiet  and  soft  passages  being  few  and  far 
between.  There  is  abundance  of  contrivance  and  com- 
plexity, but  whenever  there  is  some  indication  of  a  pleas- 
mg  melody,  it  is  forthwith  lost  and  vanished,  leaving 
nothing  but  disappointment  behind.  The  scherzo  is  the 
best  movement;  its  subject  is  rhythmical  and  animated. 
The  finale,  to  our  ear,  was  little  better  than  an  accumula- 
tion of  noises.  This  symphony  was  evidently  not 
relished — it  was  listened  to  with  marked  coldness. 

But  Beethoven's  second  symphony,  on  the  same  eve- 
ning, made  amends  apparently  for  all.  Besides  which 
they  had  three  overtures — "all  of  them  works  of  the  first 
class" — namely,  Leonora,  Zampa  (! ),  and  Pay  Bias. 

New  Philharmonic  Society.  The  third  season  has 
been  brought  to  a  close  "  in  a  manner  honorable  to  its 
founder  and  principal  director,  Dr.  Wylde.  '  During  the 
season  the  following  works  have  been  performed: 

Symphonies: — Eroica^  Beethoven.  In  F,  No.  8,  Bee- 
thoven. In  B  flat,  Beethoven.  Choral,  Beethoven.  A" 
minor,  Mendelssohn.     C  minor,  Beethoven. 

Overtures  : — Meden,  Cherubini.  Puy  Bins,  ]\ren- 
delssohn.  Abon  Ilassnn,  Weber.  JlJasanieUo,  Anber. 
Schnnspiel  Director,  Jlozart.  Leonora,  Beethoven. — 
"  Midsummer  Night's  Dieam,"  Mendelwsnhn.  "  Egmont," 
Beethoven.    "  Ruler  of  the  Spirits,"  Weber. 


Pianoforte  CoiiCERTOs: — Concerto  in  D  minor — 
Miss  Arabella  Goddard — ilozart.  Serenade  in  B  minor 
— Mile.  Graever— Mendelssohn.  Concerto  in  G  minor — 
Mile.  Wilhelmina  Clauss — Mendelssohn.  Concerto  in  G 
— Master  John  Barnett— Beethoven.  Concerto  in  D 
minor — ^I.  Hall^ — Mendelssohn.  Violin  Concerto — Herr 
Ernst — Mendelssohn. 

A  Selection  from  the  Passions  3fusic  of  St.  Maihew,  by 
Bach.  Cantata,  "  The  Calm  at  Sea  and  Prosperous 
Voyage,"  Beethoven. 

Compositions  by  living  Composers.  —  Overture, 
Naiades,  Sterndale  Bennett.  Overture,  Der  standhafte 
Prinz,  Lindpaintner.  Music  to  Milton's  Paradise  Lost, 
Wylde.  Overture,  X'ie  Corse??.,  Lindpaintner.  Overture, 
Mijinesdiiffer,  Benedict.  |"  Immanuei,"  (a  Selection 
from),  Leslie.  Overture,  "  Comus/'  Horsley.  Overture, 
"  Olivier  Brussen,  Silas.  Overture,  Praeger.  Overture, 
Tannhduser,  Wagner. 

Milton's  "Comus." — Mr.  C,  E.  Horsley  has  given  a 
Concert,  at  which  he  introduced  his  new  setting  of  Mil- 
ton's masque,  apologizing  in  a  note  for  a  few  liberties 
taken  with  the  words. 

Mr.  Horsley  is  a  student  in  the  school  of  Mendelssohn, 
and  all  his  wnrks  bear  a  strong  impress  of  that  master's 
style.  Hence  the  music  of  Mr.  Horsley's  Com«s  is  not 
so  thoroughly  English  as  such  a  work  should  be.  The 
previous  settings  of  Milton's  words  by  Lawcs,  Arne,  &c. 
crude,  antiqunted  and  trivial  as  they  may  appr^ar,  when 
compared  with  the  modern  development  of  the  art,  must 
at  least  be  allowed  the  merit  (and  a  very  great  one  it  is) 
of  being  thoroughly  national  in  spirit  and  conception — 
of  being  a  Bympathetic  reflection,  in  music,  of  the  lan- 
guage of  the  text  which  they  ilhistrate.  Now,  Mr. 
Horsley's  Comus  is  so  thoroughly  German  in  style,  and 
so  constantly  reminds  us  of  Mendelssohn's  works,  that 
the  effect  is  extremely  anomalous.  This  is  to  be  re- 
gretted, as  Mr.  Horsley  has  talents  and  knowledge  of 
orchestral  effect,  which  only  require  to  be  allied  to  a 
little  more  independence  of  thought  to  enable  him  to 
produce  something  of  %vhich  he  may  justly  be  proud. 
Making  these  allowances,  however,  there  is  some  very 
clever  writing  in  Mr.  Horsley's  new  work.  We  would 
especially  instance  the  chorus  at  the  words  : 

Come  knit  hands,  and  beat  the  gpcound, 

In  a  light  fantastic  round. 
Tho  different  parts  of  the  chorus,  entering  one  after  the 
other,  in  the  manner  of  a  round,  supported  by  a  light 
and  delicate  orchestral  accompaniment,  had  a  very 
charming  effect.  The  following  dance  time,  or  "mea- 
sure," is  exceedingly  quaint  and  characteristic,  and  if 
not  a  veritable  old  composition  introduced,  Is  a  very 
good  imitation.  The  song  of  Sabrina,  "  By  the  rushy 
fringed  bank,"  charmingly  sung  by  Mies  Dolby,  is  one 
of  the  best  things  in  the  work.  The  instrumentation  is 
novel  and  elegant.  Altogether  "  Comus"  reflects  credit 
on  Mr.  Horsley,  and  was  received  with  considerable  ap- 
plause by  a  crowded  room.  Madame  Clara  Novello  was 
the  Lady,  Miss  Dolby  Sabrina,  Mr.  Sims  Reeves  the 
attendant  Sprite,  and  Herr  Formes  Comus. 

Crystal  Palace  Brass  Band. — A  Band  of  sixty 
instruments  has  been  organized  for  the  Palace,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Schallehn,  formerly  band-master  of 
the  17th  Lancers.     It  is  composed  as  follows  : 


2  Piccolo  cornettos,  E  flat 
7  Sop.  chromatic  horns,  do. 
2  Saxophone,  sop.  B  flat 
2        do  alto,  E  flat 

4        do  tenor,  B  flat 

12  Cornet-i-Pistons 
4  French  horns 
1  solo  alt-horn  barytone,  Bflat 
1  Alto  horn,  E  flat 

1  do  B  flat 
4  Trumpets 

2  FlUgel  horns,  C 


2  TlUgel  horns,  B  flat 
4  Trombones 
1  Euphonium,  C 
1  Bass  tuba,  B  flat 
1  Bombardon,  F 

1  do        ordinary  piston? 

2  Contra  bass  tubas,  E  flat 
2  SiiJe  drums 

1  Pair  of  kettle  drums 
1  Cymbal  drum,  side 
1  Piiir  of  cymbals 
1  Triangle 
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\X^  In  continuing  onr  translation  of  the  instructive 
review  of  the  History  of  Music,  by  the  Russian  biogra- 
pher of  Mozart,  we  come  to-day  upon  a  portion  which 
we  had  already  printed  as  separate  extracts  in  the  ear- 
liest numbers  of  our  Journal,  two  years  since.  For  tlie 
sake  of  unbroken  continuity,  and  for  the  sake  of  many 
readers  who  were  not  subscribers  then,  we  have  tliought 
it  best  to  repeat  that  portion  in  the  regular  course,  sup- 
plying the  omissions  of  the  former  extracts. 

A  Coroaation  at  the  Crystal  Palace. 

The  first  "  Olympian  Festival "  of  "  Iligli  Art," 
as  some  would  have  it,  in  America,  came  to  an 
orthodox  conclusion  with  laurels, — golden  laurels, 
as  befitting  (we  presume)  the  genius  of  our  coun- 
try.   M.  JuLLiEN  has  been  crowned,  as  it  were. 


Art-Emperor  of  this  whole  Western  world,  and  a 
first  Olympiad  dated  from  the  first  American 
Musical  Congress  at  the  Crystal  Palace  in  this 
ever  memorable  year  of  our  Lord,  1854.  Such, 
we  suppose,  is  the  sublime  light  in  which  we  are 
expected  to  regard  those  great  extempore  dis- 
plays of  last  week,  by  the  prime  movers  and  chief 
priests  and  scribes  thereof. 

To  genius  like  that  of  Barnum,  and  of  Jullien 
(whom  a  writer  in  the  Transcript  has  described 
as  "  Barnum  set  to  music"),  there  are  no  great 
occasions,  they  have  such  a  way  of  multiplying 
great  occasions  into  every-day  affairs,  and  offering 
them  to  us  faster  even  than  our  ordinary  meals 
and  sleep  can  be  got  through  with  : — so  that  we 
poor  mortals  must  become  Olympian  gods,  unknow- 
ing care  or  slumber,  to  live  up  to  our  golden  op- 
portunities under  the  miraculous  dispensation  of 
these  mighty  showmen.  The  "  Musical  Congress  " 
proper  (duly  described  by  our  reporter  last  week) 
was  immediately  followed  by  the  announcement 
of  a  nightly  series  of  "  Congresses,"  which  were 
given  every  evening  in  the  Palace  for  ten  days  or 
more,  with  all  the  pomp  and  prestige  of  the  first 
announcement,  but  necessarily  in  fact  on  a  reducd 
scale,  both  of  performers,  audience  and  pro- 
gramme. Some  of  the  principal  soloists,  and  of 
the  local  choral  societies,  the  Germania  Orchestra 
and  Dodworth's  Band,  were  united  for  the  purpose 
with  the  residuum  of  JuUien's  own,  amounting  still 
to  quite  a  formidable  army  of  musicians.  The 
programmes  were  essentially  of  the  same  stamp 
with  those  of  Jullien's  ordinary  concerts. 

One  of  these  was  a  Sunday  evening  concert, 
Mr.  Barnum  having  formally  proclaimed  the 
"  good  time  come  "  at  length  when,  in  his  judg- 
ment, Christendom  was  ripe  for  this  great  innova- 
tion. But  alas !  he  was  making  altogether  too 
light  account  of  the  pious  conservatism  of  New 
Yorkers.  He  had  all  the  religious  and  half  the 
secular  and  the  satanic  press  about  his  ears  at 
once.  Pretty  well,  is  it  not,  for  New  York  to  be 
always  taunting  Boston  with  its  old  strait-laced 
Puritanical  scruples,  when  we  here  have  had  our 
Sunday  evening  oratorios  and  concerts  for  these 
five  and  twenty  years  at  least ! 

But  the  crowning  climax  of  the  Congress  was 
the  night  when  Jullien  was  crowned.  Last  Mon- 
day evening  was  the  grand  benefit  Concert  d' 
Adieu  and  "  positively  last  appearance  in  Amer- 
ica "  of  the  Napoleon  of  conductors.  The  pro- 
gramme contained  all  that  is  most  brilliantly 
Jullienesque  : — both  the  "  American  "  and  the 
"  Fireman's  "  Quadrilles  ;  the  war  marches,  quick- 
steps, songs  and  hymns  of  the  present  belligerent 
nations  of  Europe ;  and  the  Andante  from  a 
grand  Symphony,  by  Jullien,  entitled  "  The  Last 
Judgment "  (!),  with  seven  trumpets  obllgato, 
played  by  Koenig,  Duhem,  Dodsworth,  &c.,  &c. 
We  had  supposed  the  height  of  sublimity  at- 
tained in  one  of  those  ineffable  Jullien  quad- 
rilles :  what  would  he  not  do  then  in  a  grand 
Symphony,  and  with  a  subject  so  stupendous  !  If 
that  "  Yankee  Doodle  "  insolence,  which  Jullien 
has  taxed  all  the  orehestral  powers  to  glorify,  to 
the  delight  of  fiUibustering  amateurs  and  critics, 
could  but  be  made  to  quail  before  the  thought  of 
the  "  last  trump,"  there  would  be  more  hope,  we 
fancy,  for  our  dear  country,  both  artistically  and 
socially.  Tlio  report  of  this  musical  Last  Judg- 
ment has  not  yet  reached  us  ;  perhaps  the  effect 
was  great  enough  to  paralyze  the  telegraphic 
wires,  like  natural  storms  and  lightnings.     But  all 
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accounts  agree  about  the  immense  crowd  and 
enthusiasm  of  the  occasion,  which  reached  its 
highest  expression  in  the  following  preconcerted 
episode,  as  described  in  the  New  York  Times  of 
the  next  day : 

After  the  performance  of  the  Cornet  solo  by 
Herr  Koenig,  Mr.  Fry,  the  composer,  stepped  on 
the  dais,  and  after  an  effective  speech  presented 
M.  Julhen  with  a  magnificent  golden  chaplet ; 
crowning  him  Laureate.  The  wreath  is  of  the 
orthodox  bays  fashion, 'and  exceedingly  well  exe- 
cuted. A  golden  tablet  accompanies  the  memo- 
rial, on  which  this  complimentary  address  is  in- 
scribed : 

"  TO    M.   JULLIEN". 

"  A  Laureate  from  1500  performers  at  the 
First  Musical  Congress  in  America,  and  from 
thirty  thousand  of  his  true  friends  and  admirers 
present  in  the  Crystal  Palace,  June  15th,  1854." 

M.  JuUien  addressed  the  audience.  He  was 
unprepared  for  an  event  so  flattering  and  gratify- 
ing. He  lacked  words  to  express  the  profound 
pleasure  he  felt.  When  he  first  came  to  this 
country  he  knew  he  had  many  difficulties  to  en- 
counter, and  he  did  not  expect  gain.  He  came 
in  obedience  to  a  destiny  whicli  was  inexorable. 
He  believed  that  every  event  of  life  was  regulated 
by  destiny ;  every  human  being,  every  atom  of 
dust,  every  action,  animate  or  inanimate,  was  in- 
fluenced by  that  law.  It  had  been  his  destiny  to 
popularize  music  ;  first  in  France,  then  in  Eng- 
land, lastly  in  America. 

M.  Jullien  then  referred  slightly  to  his  career 
in  America,  availing  himself  of  the  opportunity 
to  pass  a  merited  eulogium  on  the  works  of  Messrs. 
Fry  and  Bristow,  gentlemen  of  whose  genius, 
fancy  and  science  he,  M.  Jullien,  had  no  doubt. 
In  conclusion,  he  spoke  in  terms  of  the  highest 
admiration  of  America  and  Americans,  asked  a 
comprehensive  blessing  on  the  nation  and  its  peo- 
ple, and  referred  confidently  to  that  dread  day 
when,  stretched  on  a  bed  of  sickness  and  death, 
he  would  turn  uneasily  to  the  sun  as  he  sunk  in 
the  far-off  West,  and  with  his  last  breath  pray 
God  to  bless  all  his  friends  in  America. 

We  are  unable  to  do  anything  like  justice  to 
M.  Jullien's  remarks,  for  the  crowd,  noise  and 
enthusiasm  were  constant  interruptions.  The 
speech,  however,  v/as  unique  and  happy ;  meta- 
ph3'sical  and  prophetic ;  grateful  and  fatherly. 
In  short,  it  was  Jullienesque,  slightly  Barnumized. 

We  were  informed  that  forty  thousand  persons 
were  present. 

No  one  can  grudge  Jullien -his  laurels.  He 
certainly  deserved  a  compliment  for  the  peculiar 
talent,  tact,  and  unremitting  energy  which  he  has 
shown  in  the  cause  of  popular  musical  entertain- 
ment. Yet  there  are  some  features  of  this  "  Lau- 
reate" and  "  Congress"  business,  which  must  excite 
a  smile  in  really  artistic  circles  both  here -and 
abroad.  When  the  time  comes  for  a  true  national 
festival  or  jubilee  of  Art  in  this  country,  we  ap- 
prehend it  will  be  under  very  different  auspices 
from  Jullien  or  Barnum.  Fifteen  hundred  sing- 
ers, drawn  together  by  Barnumbian  inducements, 
or  thirty  thousand  auditors,  of  the  class  who 
find  a  great  piece  of  musical  clap-trap,  like  the 
"Fireman's  Quadrille"  more  edifying  than  the 
classical  works  which  add  a  nominal  dignity  to 
the  programme,  may  crown  the  master  spirit  of 
their  splendid  holiday  with  all  propriety.  But 
would  the  real  artists,  think  you,  those  who  sin- 
cerely cherish  musical  Art  in  the  spirit  of  the 
world's  great  masters,  unite  in  making  such  a 
man  their  laureate,  their  master  type  and  repre- 
sentative of  what  is  highest  and  most  true  in  Art  V 
There  was  a  certain  cool  assurance,  when  one 
comes  to  think  about  it,  in  the  way  in  which  the 
invitation  was  put  forth,  exhorting  every  artist 
and  musician  to  hasten  to  New  York,  there  to 
enrol  himself  a  loyal  subject  under  the  auspice 


of  this  great  chief.  Perhaps  we  have  no  artists 
in  this  country  who  are  as  great  in  their  way,  as 
Jullien  is  in  his  wa)';  none  who  can  organize 
monster  concerts,  keep  up  a  perpetual  blaze  of 
musical  fireworks  and  effects,  and  always  draw 
and  please  the  multitude,  as  he  does.  But  there 
are  artists  here  and  there  who  study  and  practice 
music  as  an  Art,  and  not  as  a  means  of  dazzling, 
momentary  effects,  whose  sphere  is  as  much 
higher  than  his,  as  it  is  more  modest  and  less 
captivating  to  the  crowd.  Jullien  has  conducted 
his  two  or  three  thourand  "monster  concerts" 
in  Europe :  but  how  would  the  real  artists  of 
Europe,  the  men  through  whom  the  world  knows 
that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  Art,  as  distinguished 
from  mere  cheap  routine  and  clap-trap, — how 
would  they  treat  such  an  invitation  to  enrol  them- 
selves under  the  Napoleon  of  monster  concerts^ 
the  great  composer  of  Quadrilles,  and  crown  him 
as  their  laureate  ?  Observe,  it  would  be  sup- 
posing men  iike  Mendelssohn  and  Cherubini, 
(were  they  living),  and  Schubert  and  Schumann, 
and  Chopin  and  Liszt  and  Wagner,  and  Rossini, 
and  Meyerbeer  and  Auber,  and  Jenny  Lind  and 
Grisi  and  Sontag,  &c.,  uniting  to  proclaim  a  JuUien 
their  head.  Does  not  every  one  see  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Barnum  and  Jullien  "  Congress"  as  a 
colossal  holiday  amusement  and  display  is  one 
thing ;  and  that  the  success  of  a  really  high  festi- 
val of  Art  woald  be  quite  another  thing  ?  We 
should  require  some  Mendelssohn  or  Mozart  to 
be  chief  of  that, — if  not  m  the  sense  of  actual 
mechanical  conductorship,  at  all  events  in  the 
sense  of  animating  and  presiding  genius,  of  over- 
shadowing "  auspices."  Such  a  festival  would 
probably  be  less  showy,  less  multitudinous,  for 
many  years  to  come ;  but  its  triumph  would  be  an 
Art  triumph  ;  the  satisfaction  it  would  give  would 
be  an  artistic,  spiritual  satisfaction,  and  its  efTect 
be  rare  in  quality  as  well  as  magnitude. 

It  is  the  temptation  and  tendency  of  a  nation 
used  to  such  rapid  and  gigantic  material  expan- 
sion, as  ours  is,  to  assume  its  own  omnipotence  to 
carry  through  all  sorts  of  schemes,  and  imitate 
and  beat  (in  the  mere  outward  scale  of  magni- 
tude, rapidity,  &c.,)  whatever  fine  things  we  see 
done  in  Europe,  even  when  our  genius  and  taste 
for  such  is  barely  in  the  embryonic  stage  of  mani- 
festation. It  is  far  easier  to  have  great  festivals 
than  it  is  to  have  good  ones.  The  former  depend 
chiefly  upon  business  talent;  the  latter  upon 
artistic  genius  and  artistic  culture.  The  Crystal 
•Palace  Congress  was  an  encouraging  display  of 
the  musical  materials  and  resources  in  our  country. 
It  was  valuable  as  a  foreshining  suggestion  of  the 
Art  festivals  we  shall  have  when  we  are  an  Art- 
loving  people.  It  was  valuable,  too,  for  its  asser- 
tion of  the  democratic,  popular  element  as  an 
essential  of  all  true  cultivation  of  the  Fine  Arts 
in  America.  But  it  was  not  a  fact  to  be  once 
mentioned  in  the  same  category  with  the  great 
musical  festivals  in  Germany  and  England.  We 
find  much  that  we  endorse,  therefore,  in  the  fol- 
lowing, from  the  thoughtful  critic  of  the  Courier 
§"  Enquirer: 

It  was  gratifying  to  see  such  an  evidence  of  the 
appreciation  which  Mons.  Jullien's  efforts  have 
met.  It  shows  that  there  is  an  increasing  love  for 
music,  not  only  among  those  who  have  much 
leisure  for  its  cultivation,  but  among  the  mass  of 
the  public.  Mons.  JuUien  has  ministered  to  that 
growing  taste  on  a  grand  scale.  He  has  given  us 
the  opportunity  of  hearing  both  such  masses  of 
musical   sound,   and   such    a  union  of  first  rate 


instrumental  artists,  as  were  unknown  to  us  before 
his  arrival  upon  nur  shores.  Wo  are  not  of  those 
who  think  that  Mons.  Jullien  has  much  merit  as  a 
composer,  or  those  who  regard  his  visit  as  likely 
to  do  much  to  extend  or  to  cultivate  a  taste  for 
music  among  us.  His  merit,  according  to  our 
appreciation,  is  strictly  limited  to  a  knowledge 
and  mastery  of  effect,  and  the  benefit  of  his  per- 
formances, in  our  judgment,  terminates  exactly 
with  the  present  pleasure  which  they  afford.  Our 
musical  sentiment  is  not  elevated,  our  musical 
taste  not  refined  by  such  performances;  any  more 
than  our  taste  for  painting  would  be  cultivated  by 
having  Raffael's  pictures  made  colossal,  or  than 
our  dramatic  taste  was  elevated  by  seeing  Richard 
HI.  put  upon  the  stage  by  Mr.  Charles  Kean  with 
men  enough  to  look  like  a  real  army.  Dexterity 
has  little  to  do  with  taste ; — dimension  nothing. 
But  as  a  master  of  effect,  Mons.  Jullien  is  con- 
summate ;  in  his  control  over  his  material,  both 
personal  and  acoustic,  he  is  unsurpassed,  and,  we 
believe,  unsurpassable.  As  a  musical  director 
and  conductor,  we  doubt  that  there  has  ever  been 
his  equal.  He  has  some  peculiar  ways,  to  which 
we  have  before  alluded,  of  managing  the  public 
as  well  as  his  orchestra,  but  let  that  pass;  this  is 
not  the  occasion  on  which  we  would  ci'iticize  them. 
We  owe  him  much  pleasure,  and  heartily  wish 
that  his  pecuniary  success  had  been  more  worthy 
of  his  remarkable  talent  and  his  indomitable 
energy.  Should  he  return  he  will  be  heartily 
welcomed. 


Death  op  Soxtag. — This  melancholy  news,  by 
the  cruel  speed  and  brevity  of  a  one-line  telegraphic 
despatch,  has  already  reached  every  music-lover  in 
this  hemisphere ;  and  will  quickly,  in  advance  of 
letters,  reach  in  the  same  way  the  children,  friends 
and  admirers  of  the  mother,  the  lady  and  the  artist 
in  her  home  beyond  the  ocean.  There  is  some  dis- 
crepancy in  the  subsequent  despatches.  Some  state 
that  she  died  by  cholera  in  Vera  Cruz,  on  her  way 
back  to  the  United  States,  with  the  intention  of  pre- 
paring a  series  of  English  operatic  performances,  for 
which  her  agent  is  at  present  enlisting  a  company  in 
Europe.  Others,  with  more  show  of  probability, 
state  that  Mme.  Sontag  was  to  have  appeared  in 
Mexico  on  the  11th  inst.  as  Lucrezia  Borgia,  that  she 
was  prevented  by  a  sudden  attack  of  cholera,  which 
proved  fatal  on  the  17th  or  18th,  and  that  she  was 
buried  with  great  solemnity,  all  the  members  of  the 
Philharmonic  Society,  of  her  own  troupe  and  the 
principal  citizens  and  visitors  of  the  place  attending 
the  funeral. 

A  melancholy  end  indeed  of  a  most  brilliant  and 
remarkable  career.  Henkietta  Sontag,  one  of  the 
world's  greatest  singers,  one  of  the  classical  names  in 
the  historjr  of  lyrical  Art  for  the  last  thirty  j'ears ;  a 
contemporary  of  Weber  and  of  Beethoven,  who 
under  the  latters  personal  instruction  studied  the 
soprano  parts  in  the  "  Fidelio "  and  the  "  Choral 
Symphony;"  the  accomplished  lady,  that  was  the 
pride  and  ornament  of  European  society ;  the  devoted 
wife  and  mother;  now  after  twenty  years  retirement 
renewing  her  artistic  triumphs  and  extending  thera 
into  new  worlds,  in  the  fond  effort  to  repair  her  hus- 
band's fortunes  and  provide  a  genial  future  for  her 
children  ;  she  perseveres,  only  to  find  a  cold  grave  in 
a  remote,  strange  land,  fiu'  beyond  the  old  recognized 
boundaries  of  the  world  of  Art  and  Song!  The 
loss  to  music  and  the  world  we  need  not  calculate. 
One  of  the  stars  that  shed  a  sweet  and  harmonizing 
influence  upon  a  warring,  cold  and  mercenary  world, 
is  set.  Humanity  can  ill  afford  the  loss  of  a  great 
artist ! 


Methods  fok  the  Piaso  Forte. — The  rapidity  -wltli 
which  one  new  Instruction  Book  succeeds  another,  in 
tliis  enterprizing  day  of  music  publisliing  and  advertis- 
ing and  pnfBng,  must  be  sorely  puzzling  and  bewildering 
to  those  who  seek  to  m:ike  themselves  pianists.  One 
reads  the  eager  and  persuasive  little'jjmsz-editorial  para- 
graphs, that  appear  every  few  days  in  all  the  newspapers. 
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nformiiig  him,  as  a  matter  of  the  most  vital  public  im- 
portance, that  a  new  "  Method  "  or  "  Scliool  "  for  the 
piano  is  just  out,  and  that  it  is  by  far  the  best  that  ever 
yet  appeared,  and  he  can  scarcelj'  help  exclaiming: 
Wlintisthe  need!  and  when  will  tliere  be  an  end  of 
newest  and  best  "  methods "  ?  Why  is  not  one  good 
one,  as  good  as  a  hujidred  ?  Keally,  so  far  as  the  interests 
of  music  are  concerned,  (leaving  the  publishers  to  judge 
of  their  own  pecuniary  interests),  this  business  is  terribly 
overdone, — almost  as  much  so  as  the  manufacturing  of 
psalm-tunes.  -The  rival  advertisements  of  such  Method 
makers  and  publishers  are  amusing  and  afford  a  curious 
comment  on  the  times;  such  things  lead  one  to  suspect 
that  the  grent  art  lies  more  iu  the  advertising  than  in  the 
making  of  the  book. 

The  last  new  candidate  for  favor  in  this  line  is  fortu- 
nately one  which  we  can  sincerelj'  recommend,  not 
doubting  that  it  is  bound  to  find  its  way  into  very  general 
acceptance  by  virtue  of  its  own  merits  and  in  spile  of 
pnfHng  advertisements.  M'e  allude  to  Julius  Knokr's 
revision  or  rather  his  complete  reproduction  of  A.  E. 
Muller's  IMethod,  translated  from  tlie  German  by  G. 
A.  ScHMiTT.  The  translator  we  know  to  be  one  of  the 
most  earnest,  conscientious  and  thinking  order  of  music- 
teachers;  a  pupil  of  Wieck  (the  father  of  Clara  Schu- 
mann); a  man  sincerely  averse  to  all  superficiality  and 
humbug,  and  alive  to  the  higher  considerations  of  Art.    - 

The  value  of  Knorr's  instructive  works  has  been  fully 
explained  in  this  Journal,  and  tested  by  many  teachers 
m  his  "  Materials,  &c."  republished  by  G.  P.  Reed  &  Co. 
In  the  present  work,  published  by  J.'r.  Ditson,  we  have 
Knorr's  comple'e  system,  based  upon  the  older  work  of 
Miiller.  It  is  one  of  those  thorough,  conscientious  Ger- 
man books,  which  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  get  hold  of. 
Every  thing  is  well  defined,  well  illustrated  and  well 
ordered;  the  exercises  are  tasteful  and  attractive;  and 
the  matter  o!  Jinijerinrj,  to  which  one  half  the  book  is 
devoted,  is  reduced  to  a  complete  system.  The  frequent 
reference  to  pieces  suitable  for  practice  on  a  given  point 
is  an  important  feature.  This  will  be  found  carried  out 
in  a  much  fuller  scale,  in  Knorr's  "  Guide  for  Teaci^ers," 
a  little  work  which  is  soon  to  follow,  and  which  lays 
down  a  complete  course  of  musical  reading,  from  the 
.simplest  to  the  most  classical  and  difficult  compositions 
for  tlie  piano.  In  this  "  Method  "  the  German  text  is 
given  upon  eacb  page  underneath  the  English. 


Mendelssohn  Choral  Society. — At  a  meeting  of 
this  society  on  Jlonday  evening,  June  26,  being  the  first 
held  as  an  incorporated  body,  a  new  Constitution  and 
code  of  ISy-laws,  was,  aftermuch  discussion,  adopted  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  The  following  olHcers  were 
chosen : 

President,  B.  F.  Edmands;  Vice  President,  George 
Kurtz;  Recording  Secretary,  M.  N.  Boyden;  Corres- 
ponding Secretary,  I.  D.  Brewer;  Treasurer,  Robert 
Kemp;  Librarian,  Wm.  0.  Dur.nnt.  Directors:  S.  A. 
Stetson,  H.  Hitchings,  J.  D.  \V.  Joy,  W.  L.  Brown,  AV. 
H.  Badger. 

Messrs.  Lowell  Mason,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Herr  Carl  Borg- 
mann  and  Mons.  Jullien  were  also  elected  as  honorary 
members. 

AVe  understand  that  this  Society  is  in  a  very  flourish- 
ing condition,  having  purchased  about  $300  worth  of 
music  for  their  Library,  and  also  paid  their  current  ex- 
penses, from  the  proceeds  of  the  first  season. 


a.  ANDRf;  &  c  o. 
FOREIGN      MUSIC     DEPOT, 

GIRARD    HOUSE    BUILDINGS, 


.7uly  1 


NINTH   STREET,   ADOTE  CHESTNUT, 

PIlILADELrniA. 


MUSICAIi  NOTICE. 

T.  jBRICIIER.  TcMcher  of  the  Orfrnn,  Phno-Forte  nnd 
Sinking,  liiivins  rlosed  bis  connoction  a.s  Oritiinist  of  the  Bov/- 
dtjin  Siiuiiri!  i.lhurch,  hiis  removed  to  No.  V^a  Tremont  How, 
where  he  will  he  hnppy  to  recei^'e  applicatioDS  for  hia  services 
as  Organist  aud  Teacher  of  Music.  je  24 

ADOLPH  KIELBIiOCK, 

No.  30  ASH  STREET,  B  0  S  T  0  N . 

O^Communications  may  bo  left  at  Mr.  Ditson's  music  shire, 
No.  115  Washington  Street.  June  10. 


VOCAIi  IXEUSIO  IN  CLASSES. 

The  uTidersiKned  proposes  to  give  instruction  to  TouNO 
L.\DiEs  IN  OLAsaEs,  to  Pamilie3,  and  to  Individuals,  as  may 
he  desired,  in  the 

JElcJucutai'y  Principles  amil  Practice  of  Vocal 
Music, 

According  to  the  Pestalozzian  or  Inductive  Method. 

The  plan  proposed  will  not  interfere  with  instruction  in  the 
higher  branches  of  Vocal  Execution,  Style,  Expression,  etc. 
nor  .=!upersede  its  necessity  ;  but  the  great  object  will  be,  by 
the  establishment  of  a  systtinniic,  well  directed^  ami  adequate 
elementary  coiirs"-,  to  enable  pupils  to  read  even  the  most  diffi- 
cult music  wifh  case  aud  fluency — and  thus  eminently  qualify 
them  to  receive  and  profit  by  their  instructions  in  the  more 
advanced  studies  of  the  Art. 

New  classes  formed  whenever  a  suificient  number  of  pupils 
shall  apply.  The  price  of  tuition  will  be  regulated  by  the 
number  of  pupils  in  a  class.  Families  and  small  classes  met  at 
their  residences,  if  desired. 

Apply  between  the  hours  of  2  and  3  P.  W.,  at  the  rooms  of 
George  J.  \Vebb  &  Co,  No.  3  Winter  St. 

E.  R.  BLANCnAPvD, 
Teacher  of  the  Piano,  and  Vocal  Music  in  Classes. 

Kesidence,  No.  24  O'est  Cedar  St.  Boston. 

References :  Messrs.  George  J.  Webb,  Lowell  Mason.      je  17 


A.  WERHEB,  &  L.  J.  HOEFENEE, 

DEALERS  IN ■ 


-.    USSTfingisgiirS^ 


K"o.  265  "WASHINGTOlSr  STREET, 
(corner  of  winter  street.) 

PIANO-FORTES.  Seraphines,  Helodeons,  Guit.^rs,  Violins, 
Tenors,  Violoncellos,  Passes,  Clarinets,  Flutes,  Piccolos, 
Fifes,  Accnrdeons,  Strings,  Bows,  etc. 

AVe  shall  keep  on  h.tnd  a  great  variety  of  the  above  named 
instruments,  and  shall  endeavor  to  give  satisfaction  to  all 
purchasers,  whether  they  desire  the  best  and  highest  priced, 
or  the  cheapest  instruments.  Orders  by  letter  will  be  carefully 
attended  to.  ' 

PIANOS  TO  LET,  TUNED  AND  REPAIRED. 
Mr.  "Werner  will  also  continue  to  give  instruction  on  the 
Piano,  Organ,  Flute.  Violin  and  Guitar.    ^Ir.  Werner  can  be 
seen  at  the  Sales-room,  or  in  the  evening  at  his  residence,  No. 
976  Washington  St.  May  27.    3m 


John  Eunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   ENTIRE  AND   INIMITABLE   ALLEGORY   OF 

THE    PILGRIM^S    PROGRESSj 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  ijiost  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Eunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEAVETT,  Pwblislier. 

GEO-  E.  STCKELS  is  the  only  adtrorized  Aoent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  de.sjgned  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

IMPOKTEE  ASD    DEALER  IN  ' 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

IVo.  13  Tremoiit  Roiv,  Boston. 

\*    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  EngraTed  and  Printed. 

16  tf 

GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  GO'S 

PIANO-FORTE   WAREROOMS: 

Clianibcrs,  IVo.  3  Winter  Street,  Boston. 

T  this  Establishment  may  be  found  an  elegant  and  exten- 
sive assortment  of 

PIANO-FORTES, 

at  all  prices,  warranted  eqiial  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  the  essential  properties  of  Tone,  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
Style,  and  Finish.     None  others  will  be  kept. 
Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AND  6TJITAE3. 

l\tr.  "Webb's  long  experience  in  the  profession  of  Music,  ena- 
bles us  to  assure  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  may 
find  it  inconvenient  to  vi^it  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  inKtrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  insirument  desired,)  as  by  personal 
examination  ;  and  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders, 
can  implicitly  rely  upon  the  exercise  of  Mr.  Wobb'a  best  judg- 
ment in  their  favor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  be  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit. 

i:?=SOLD  AT  MANUFACTURERS'  PRICES. 
. . .  .Aoents  for.  . , . 
Liglite,  >"ewton  &  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &/  Co.'s  do.       Boston. 

Goodman  &■  Baldwin's  SEelodeons. 
Teh  19    Gui 


A' 


JUST  PUBLISHED, 

CnOTiUS  PARTS  to  Mendelssohn's  Oratorio  of  EUJAH. 
CHORUS  PARTS  to  Handel's  Oratorio  of  the  MESSIAU. 
CLASSICAL  CHORUS  HOOK,  by  Baker  &  SoBTMBB. 
PESTALOZZIAN  SCHOOL  SONG  BOOK,  by  Geo.  W.  Pratt. 

George  P.  Keed  &  Co,,  Publishers, 

nov  5  13  Tremont  ^-'treet. 

MARTIN'S  GUITARS. 

THE  subscribers  are  sole  agents  for  this  city,  for  the  sale  of 
those  justly  celebrated  Guitars.     Prices  from  IffSO  to  SCO. 
Every  instrument  is  Avarrnnted  to  stand  this  climate. 

GEO.  P.  REED  &  CO.,  13  Tremont  Street. 

IIE^VS'     PAfENT 

AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTC. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  iu  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinijuished  IMvisical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  hi^h  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  iimateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

D.   B.   NEWHALL. 

MANUFACTURER   AND   DEALER  IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

Ko.  344  ■WasMngtoJi  Street,  Boston. 

PTANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  4  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

MANUEL  PENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR    OF    MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gray's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 
and  Summer  Streets. 
Jieferences. 
Messrs.  CfncKERlNQ,  J.  P.  Jewett.  Ceo.  Pcnchard,  Boston. 
Messrs.  George  Peabodt,  B,  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.    3m. 

PIAmST  AND   TEACHER  OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  pl.aying.  Mr  II.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nath  \n'  KicnARDSoN,  2S2  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co  17  Tremont  Row. 

References  : — Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

LESSONS  IN  SINGING. 

FREHERIC   RUnOLPH 

RESPECTFULLY  announces  his  intention  to  remain  iu  Bos- 
ton and  give  instructions  in  the  art  of  Sinjring. 
Orders  may  be  addressed   to  him  at  his  residence  {United 
States  Hotel),  or  at  the  music  sfore  of  Mr.  Wade  or  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson. 3m  Feb.  11. 

Mile.  GABSIELLE  BE  LA  MOTTE 

GirES 

INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

AND   MAY  BE  ADDRESSED  AT 

Feb.  4    3m  55  HAKCOCK  STREET. 

Mr.    OTTO    DRESEL 

will  return  to  Boston  by  the  first  of  October,  when  he  will  be 
prepared  to  receive  pupils  on  the  piano-forte. 
Address  meanwhile  at  this  office. 

J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  or  Theo. 
T.  Barker.  3  mos.  Dec    3. 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,GUITAR, 

3  Seneca  St.,  coriaer  Han-isoii  Avemie. 

MR.   Dc  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on   the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TR.tNSPOSED,  &c. 
Boston,  April  23.  3m 

J.    TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence  No.  5G  Kncclantl  Street. 

Oct.  8.    3m 

A.   W.   PRENZEL, 
T s A.C HER   or  mxj S I C J 

Ko.  G  Acorn  St.,  (between  Chestnut  and  Mt.  Vernou  Sts.) 
Apr  8  BOSTON. 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF   MUSIC. 


In  all  its  various  branches, 

UEATLY   AHD    PKOMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY.  EDWARD    L.    BALCI-I, 

©fflcc  Journal  of  plusit,  No.  21  S«)ool  St. 

Tho  MEDAL  AND  DTPLOSIA  awarded  him  by  the  Mass. 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  workmanship) 
may  be  set'n  at  his  office. 

[TT"  MUSIC    prepared  for   Stereotyping. 

GREAT  BOOK   IN  PRESS. 

lOOlE'S  ENCYCLOPIIBIA  OF  THJSIC: 

COMPILED  BY  JOHN  W.  MOORR, 
With  the  afsist-ance  of  other  distinguished  men  in  the  musical 
world.  The  intention  of  the  aiithor  is  to  make  a  most  com- 
plete and  thorough  work  of  the  above,  which  will  be  a  desid- 
eratum in  the  world  of  music.  It  will  be  published  in  one 
elegant  Royal  Octavo  volume  of  about  900  pages,  double  col- 
umns, and  will  contain  a  complete 

Dictionary  of  Musical  Terms, 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  SCIENCE  OF  MTJSIC, 
from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  ou  Harmony  and  Thorough  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  I\Idsicai,  Instruments,  with  the 
names  of  the  most  distinguished  makers,  tmd  a  complete  Musi- 
cal Biography  of  over  three  thousand  of  the  most  distinguished 
Composers  and  Musicians  who  have  ever  lived.  Mr.  Moore  has 
spent  several  years  in  compiling  this  valuable  work.  It  is  now 
going  through  the  press  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S.^The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluahle 
to  every  professional  musician,  and  to  every  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring ;  we  hope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  has 
been  delayed  on  account  of  the  immense  labor  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  the  difficulty  of  stereotyping  a  work  so  full  of  examples. 
The  delay,  however,  will  enhance  the  value  of  tiie  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  be S4  00. 

The  price,  bound  in  half  calf,  will  be.  ...4  50. 
JOHN  P.  .TEWETT,  &  Co., 
Publishers,  17  .and  19  Cornhill.  Boston  ; 
JEWETT,  PROCTOR  &  WORTHINGTON, 

Cleveland. 
"Will  be  for  sale  by  all  the  book  and  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  Feb.  11. 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr.  0.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

REFERENCES. 
John  S.  Dwight,  Esq.  IMrs.  Farnham, 

N.  Richardson,  Esq.  |  6  Copeland  St.  Roxbury. 

0.  Ditson,  Esq.  jEpes  Sargent,  Esq. 

A.  Berry,  Esq.  28  Pearl  Et.  Rev.  Mr.  Huntington. 

J.  A.  Hanson,  Esq  ,  6  Bath  St. !  Hon.  J.  J.  Clarlte,  27  State  st. 
H.  Croclier,  Esq.  6  Shawmut  av.  |  July  1 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  P1A.KO   A.1SB  OUGA.T«. 

□^"TERJIS   SIODEBATE. 

Kesidenee,  24:  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 


Signer  ATJGUSTO  BENDELARI, 

(FEOM      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINOINO. 

Residence,  "Wintlirop  House,  Boston. 
May  13  tf 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 
TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

265  W'aslliugtou  Street,  Boston. 


Oct.  16. 


3m 


Ocmianjai  gei-enade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E.  TELTOW,  Agent. 
iil4tf  30  Fayette  Street. 


CHICKERINa   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


y^S^ 


"WAKEKOOMIS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


THE  MODERN  SCHOOL 

— Fon  THE  — 

HAS  MET  WITH  THE  GREATEST  POSSIBLE  SUCCESS 
and  has  created  more  excitement  among  Instruction  Book 
makers  and  publishers  than  any  other  Method  before  heard  of; 
for  the  reason  that  it  is  something  new,  and  thoroughly 
ADAPTED  TO  ITS  PURPOSE.  It  js  a  ''Yankee"  invention,  and 
the  only  work  in  existence  that  is  universally  commended 
nolwhhstanding  the  great  opposition  which  has  so  long  been 
7nain!ain(d  against  every  ?misical  ivork  from  the  pen  of  an 
A?nerican.  The  Author  feels  much  flattered  with  the  interest 
both  foreign  and  American  Professors  have  taken  in  introducing 
his  method  ;  it  certainly  is  its  best  recommendation.  The 
"  Modern  School  "  is  not  only  known  in  this  country,  but  in 
Germany,  France  and  England. 

Publishers,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  already  feel  the  in- 
fluence of  this  Instruction  Book,  and  it  has  induced  them  to 
overhaul  their  old  and  long-forgotten  "Methods,"  shake  off 
the  dust  and  disguise  them  in  a  modern  suit,  and  present  them 
to  the  present  generation  as  something  new.  In  fact,  every 
work  less  than  a  hundred  years  old  is  now  making  its  re-appear- 
ance. 

THE  MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PIANO-FORTE  is 
bonnd  to  sustain  its  reputation  and  we  challenge  any  publisher 
in  this  country  or  in  any  other,  to  prodnce  a  method  for  the 
Piano  that  has  stood  or  will  stand  the  same  examination  and 
criticism  as  the  Modern  Srhoolfor  the  Piano- Forte. 

The  Author,  Mr.  NATHAN  RICHARDSON,  has  just  re- 
turned from  Europe,  where  he  has  met  with  the  most  flattering 
success  with  his  Instruction  Book,  it  having  passed  a  critical 
examination  by  the  most  distinguished  teachers,  and  been 
pronounced  a  great  improvement  upon  all  other  methods 
by  the  highest  authority  of  the  old  country. 

Among  the  many  Professors  who  examined  this  work,  and 
gave  their  written  recommendations,  we  will  mention 

JULIUS     K  N  O  R  R , 

(well  known  in  this  country,)  who  admitted  to  the  Author 
personally  that  there  is  no  instruction  book  at  the  present  day 
that  will  compare  with  the  MODERN  SCHOOL  as  regards 
true  merit,  and  will  answer  so  fully  its  purpose.  He  gave  his 
written  testimonial  as  follows  ; 

After  a  careful  exjimination  of  "  The  Modern  School  for  the 
Piano-Forte,"  by  Mr.  Nathan  Richard.=on,  I  am  convinced  that 
it  presents  a  full  and  accurate  compendium  of  all  that  is  mcit 
essential  to  the  acquirement  of  a  good  execution.  It  has, 
moreoTer,  the  merit  of  entire  consistency  in  its  system  of  iin- 
gering,  which  is  occasionally  new,  but  always  thoroughly 
adapted  to  its  end.  The  work  cannot  be  sufBciently  recom- 
mended, especially  to  those  players  who  make  vbtuoaity,  or 
bridiant  execution,  one  end  of  their  studies.  An  interesting 
feature  of  the  book  will  certainly  be  found  by  many  in  its  ana- 
tomical descriptions  of  the  bones,  muscles,  and  ligaments  of 
the  hand.  JULIUS  KNORR. 

Leipsic,  April,  1S54. 

Those  who  are  about  to  purchase  an  Instruction  Book  for 
the  Piano-Forte  should  not  fail  to  examine  this  work  before 
any  other,  and  they  will  be  satisfied  that  it  is  the  most  tho- 
rough, progressive  and  comprehensive  method  ever  published, 
and  those  who  practice  out  of  it  will  improve  wonderfully.  It 
is  also  decidedly  cheaper^  than  any  other.  Why  ?  Because  it 
contains  248  pages,  and  is  printed  upon  the  finest  paper,  em- 
bracing several  beautiful  colored  plates,  and  bound  in  splendid 
embossed  cloth,  full  gilt;  presenting  the  most  magnificent 
appearance  of  any  music  book  ever  laid  upon  the  piano. 

Single  copy, $4. 

To  satisfy  the  Public  that  the 

MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PIANO-FORTE 
is  the  best  Instruction  Book  published,  we  give  for  reference 
the  following  names  of  distinguished  Professsors  of  Music,  who 
have  given  the  most  complimentary  recommendations : 
S. 


LOWELL  M,\SON, 
GEO.  J.  WEBB, 
ALFRED  JAELL, 
WM.  MASON, 
GEO.  F.  ROOT, 
W.  B.  BRADBURT, 
A.  DREYSCHOCK, 
OTTO  DRESEL, 
CARL  BERGMANN, 
A.  KllElSSMANN, 
F.  II.  HOWARD. 
AUGUST  GOCKEL, 
A.  W.  FREXZEL, 
A.  KIELBLOCK, 
A.  T.  TUORUP, 


A.  BANCROFT, 
F.  G.  HILL, 
J.  B.  WHEATON, 
N.  B    CLAPP, 
H.  PERABBAU, 
W.  K.  BABCOCK, 
W.  C.  GLYNN, 
F.  F.  MULLER. 
L.  H.   SOUTHARD, 
J.  TKENKLE, 
T.  BRICIIER, 

A.  BAUMBACH, 

B.  F    LEAVENS, 
JAMES  FLINT, 
ED.  BRUCE, 


NEW  YORK  MUSICAL  REVIEW, 

NEW  YORK  MUSICAL  WORLD  AND  TIMES, 

DWIQUT'S  JOURNAL  OF  MUSIC. 

Published  at  the 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston, 

BTT    NATHAN    RICHARDSON, 

and  for  sale  .at  all   the  principal   Music  Stores  in  the  Uriited 
States  and  English  Provinces.     All  orders  promptly  executed. 
N.  B. — A  list  of  recommendations,  from  one  to  two  hundred, 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  author. 
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The  name  of  KW ORE  in  commendation  of  an 
Instruction  Book  has  often  been  sought,  and 
when  obtained  considered  a  leading  induce- 
ment for  Teachers  and  Scholars  to  adopt  the 
work.  Here  we  have  a  Method  by  Knorr  him- 
self, in  which  is  comprised  all  that  vast  accumu- 
lation of  Musical  Knowledge,  as  it  relates  to  the 
Piano,  which  has  made  his  name  so  celebrated, 
and  his  word  of  approval  so  desirable. 

THOSE,  THEREFORE,  WHO  HAVE  ADOPTED  A  WORK  - 
BECAUSE     JULIUS    KNOBR     RECOMMENDED    IT, 
WILL  NOT  FAIL  DULY  TO  APPRECIATE  A  VOLUME  OF 
INSTRUCTION    DIRECTLY    FROM    THE    PEN    OF   THAT 
TALENTED  ARTIST. 

THE  MOST  COMPLETE 

PIAETO-FOETli;    UTSTRtrCTIOET    BOOK 

OF    THE    AGE. 

A.  E.  MiJS:.l.EK'lS  METHOD 

FOR  THE 

E*  I  .^^  ^3r  O  - 1^  O  ^1- T  El : 

REVISED    BY 

JULIUS    KTIORR, 

TRANSLATED     FROM     THE     GER3IAN     BT 

G.    A.    SCHMITT. 

The  Musical  World  and  Ti^nes  says  of  this  work :  "  It  is 
admirably  suited  to  promote  the  study  of  the  Piano-Forte,  for 
it  is  one  of  the  most  complete  works,  in  this  line,  ever  pub- 
lished in  this  country,  while  it  is  based  on  the  soundest  prin- 
ciples of  teaching.  MiJlIer  seizes  upon  the  pupil  from  the 
earliest  age,  and  from  the  simplest  lessons  leads  him,  step  by 
step,  methodically  to  the  fullest  development  of  his  physical 
powers,  and  to  the  highest  acquirements  of  the  instrument. 
There  is  one  part  of  this  Method  which  cannot  be  too  highly 
praised;  this  is  the  developemont  given  by  tlie  author  to  the 
Exercises  with  the  hand  in  a  quiescent  state.  Explanations  on 
embellishments,  musical  elocution,  and  other  matters  are  given 
with  particulars  entirely  new.  An  excellent  chapter  is  de- 
voted to  the  performance  in  two  and  more  parts  (strict  style) 
of  each  hand  separately;  a  novelty  in  instruction  books  as 
yet  published  in  this  country.  V,'e  recommend  the  book  to 
the  attention  of  borh  professional  men  and  such  musical  ama- 
teurs as  are  desirous  of  becoming  able  and  correct  players  on 
an  instrument  whose  resources  are  boundless,  and  whose  popu- 
larity is  daily  increasing." 

Numerous  letters  have  already  been  received  from  distin- 
guished Professors  of  Music,  copies  of  many  of  which  will  soon 
be  publi.'^hed.  There  is  but  one  opinion  expressed  respecting 
Jlliller  and  Knorr's  Method,  and  that  is  earnest  in  its  praise. 

From  lengthy  notices  of  the  Boston  press,  the  following  are 
selected:^ 

"  This  volume  contains  all  that  is  required  to  make  not  only 
a  g^ood,  but  an  admirable  pianist." — Boston  Atlas. 

"  A  pupil  who  shall  follow  the  rudiinents  here  given,  cannot 
fail  of  becoming  an  accomplished  performer.'' — Transcript. 

''  A  legacy  of  inestimable  worth  to  our  growing  love  of  the 
Art.''— Post. 

"  An  elaborate  and  valuable  directory  to  the  art  of  piano- 
forte playing."— Traveller. 

"  It  contains  a  plainer  system  of  instruction  than  we  remem- 
ber to  have  ever  met  with  in  any  similar  publication." — Am. 
Union. 

"  One  of  the  best,  if  not  the  very  best  (notwithstanding  the 
acknowledged  excellence  of  Bertini's  Method )  Piano  Instruction 
Book  ever  published  in  this  country." — Privateer. 

"  Best  and  most  thorough  Mothod  for  the  Piano  ever  pub- 
lished. Even  old  players  will  deem  it  a  valuable  companion." 
— Christian  Freeman. 

"  This  is  unquestionably  a  work  of  superior  excellence  " — 
Pathfinder. 

This  translation  has  been  made  hy  a  German  teacher,  who 
brought  to  the  task  the  results  of  a  long  experience  in  Piano- 
forte teaching,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe. 

The  German  Test  will  be  found  valuable  to  many  Teachers 
and  Scholars. 

The  work  is  comprised  in  170  large  quarto  pages. 

Complete,  T^vo  Pai-t.s  in  one, S3' 

Separate  Parts,  each. $3, 

The  FIRST  PART  contains  the  Elements  of  Music,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  Piano  ;  a  systematic  synopsi.s  of  the  Rules  of 
Fingering  ;  explanations  of  ditlercnt  modes  of  Musical  Elocu- 
tion :  interwoven  in  all  of  whii.h  is  a  useful  Guide  to  the 
Teacher. 

The  SECOND  PART  treats  of  Mechanical  Matters,  or  all 
that  belongs  to  the  department  of  Fingering  exclusively. 
More  fully  carried  out  by  Knorr  in  this,  than  in  any  of  his 
other  works. 

Published  by  OLIVER  DITSOHST,  Boston: 
Berrt  &  Gordon,    New  York:    J.  E.  Gould,  Philadelphia: 
D.  A.  Truas,  Cincinnati ;  and  by  Music  Dealers  generally. 
O^Copies  can  be  sent  by  mail. 
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A  BeTiew  of  the  History  of  Music  -before 
Mozart. 

BY   A.    OULIBICHEFP. 

(•Continued  from  p.  99  ) 

We  cannot  follow  all  the  improvements,  ad- 
vances and  transformations  of  the  lyric  drama. 
This  is  the  task  of  history.  Ours  consists  in 
briefiy  depicting  the  spirit  of  each  epoch  and  in 
finally  indicating  wherein  every  one  of  these  has 
(•ontributed  to  prepare  tlie  epoch  of  Mozaut. 
We  leave  in  the  background  facts  and  names, 


■ivitli  which  we  presuppose  the  reader  already 
familiar.,  and  speak  only  of  the  general  tenden- 
cies, which  the  IjTic  <irama  obeyed  among  the 
Italians  and  the  French,  the  only  nations,  which 
before  Mozart  could  boast  ef  possessing  a  na- 
tional <5pera, 

Italy,  which  already -swarmed  with  celebrated 
musicians  and  intelligent  dilettanti,  hastened  to 
shake  off  the  intolerabte  burden  of  an  everlasting 
Recitative  without  character  and  without  instru- 
mentation. Already  had  Stradella,  Carissimi, 
Cesti,  Cavalli,  appeared  ;  Scarlatti  followed  them. 
Names  dear  to  every  friend  of  music.  These 
gave  the  world  the  genuine,  the  grand  secret  of 
the  dramatic  style  : — a  Recitative,  which  already 
began  to  adapt  itself  to  grammatical,  logical  and 
rhetorical  intonation^  a  Recitative,  which  si»ke 
the  natural  speech :  and  what  was  more  and  bet- 
ter, Melody,  Airs.  The  thenceforth  purely  natu- 
ral in  melody  shaped  itself  to  the  Ideal,  that  is, 
to  the  natural  in  its  highest  perfection,  which  is 
superior  to  the  primitive  song  in  euphony,  in 
beauty  of  tbrms  and  varieiy  of  expression,  as  in 
the  number  and  choice  of  the  chords,  oat  of 
which  it  sprang-  Through  thi«  alone  the  music 
of  the  theatre  became  for  all  feeling  souls  that 
wonderful,  enchanting,  omnipotent  art,  of  which 
the  men  of  earlier  times  had  had  some  presenti- 
ment, but  no  knowledge.  The  Italians  prostrated 
themselves  before  this  new  god,  who  was  to  sub- 
due the  world  to  them^  they  introduced  song 
into  the  opera;  gradually  they  sacrificed  to  it  all 
their  old  idols,  bo  h  Olympus  and  Tartarus,  the 
machiaeries  and  the  dance,  yes,  even  the  horses. 
Yet  a  little  while,  and  we  shall  see  the  drama 
itself  sacrificed  to  song. 

The  extraordinary  enthusiasm,  v,fith  which  the 
above  named  composers  inspired  their  country- 
men, must  not  surprise  us.  These  men  corres- 
pond, in  the  progress  of  melody,  to  Palestrina. 
On  the  other  hand,  one  is  astonished,  when  he 
looks  through  the  vocal  compositions  of  Carissimi, 
at  finding  them,  in  spite  of  their  great  simplicity, 
more  fresh  and  full  of  happier  invention,  than  a 
multitude  of  airs  which  date  from  the  eighteenth 
century.  A  simple  figured  bass  accompanies 
them,  and  there  is  sometimes  in  this  bass  more 
harmony  than  in  the  orchestras  of  a  period  which 
very  aged  people  yet  remember.  Our  task  must 
limit  itself  to  pointing  out  the  causes  of  this  rela- 
tive and  local  inferiority  in  the  most  musical 
country  in  the  world,  at  a  time  wlien  Art  had  re- 
ceived an  immeasurable  impulse  in  other  coun- 


tries, which  till  tlien  liad  only  plaj'ed  a  very 
modest  part  in  the  history  of  Music 

In  preportioH  as  dramatic  leelody  enriched 
itself  by  new  turns  and  passages,  the  talent  of 
vocal  delivery  developed  with  it,  and  began  to 
react  ■npen  the  wcri;;  ef  the  composers.  The 
singers,  who  before  had  formed  one  soul  with 
these,  now  made  a  class  by  themselves.  They 
had  their  own  interest,  strictly  separate  from  that 
of  the  maestro  and  the  poet,  whereby  they  soon 
knew  hew  to  domineer  over  both.  Of  all  the 
delights,  which  music  has  power  to  produce,  the 
most  prominent,  or  at  least  the  most  universally 
felt  is  the  charm  of  a  beautiful  voice,  united  with 
that  brilliant  mechanical  facility,  which  is  called 
virtuosity.  When  once  the  dilettanti  had  tasted 
this  enjoyment,  (I  mean  the  great  mass  of  dilet- 
tanti, to  whom  artists  owed  their  fame  and  in- 
come,) they  became  rather  indifferent,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  to  all  the  rest.  If  the  music  is  only  of 
such  a  sort,  a«  to  allow  the  favorite  artist  to  pro- 
duce all  his  means  of  seduction  and  enchantment; 
if  the  drama  only  affords  an  opportunity,  no 
matter  how,  for  arias  and  duets  for  the  principal 
teaor  and  the  prima  donna,  then  the  music  is  de- 
clared good  enough,  the  piece  rational  enough. 
The  singers  understood  their  advantage  and  made 
the  most  of  it.  Since  they  knew  better  than  the 
maestro  both  the  extent  of  their  own  personal 
means,  and  the  possibilities  of  soZ/ei/jio  in  general, 
with  all  the  finesses  of  the  trade,  by  which  it 
succeeds  in  winning  over  the  public,  it  soon  re- 
sulted that  a  large  space  in  the  composition  of  an 
opera  was  allotted  to  them.  What  they  received 
from  the  maestro  as  tandkna,  they  returned  to 
him  in  embellishments  or  Jiorilure  and  bravura 
passages.  Scarcely  were  they  in  possession  of 
the  most  indispensable  part  of  song,  when  the 
luxury  of  /jasstfyes  announced  itself;  which  we 
may  see  from,  the  Orentea  of  Cesti,  where  we  find 
such  in  the  first  theatre  airs  ever  composed. 

This  growing  preponderance  of  the  interests 
of  e.vecution  over  the  united  interests  of  the  score 
and  the  libretto  had  with  the  Italians  the  inevita- 
ble consequences  of  their  superiorty  in  the  art 
of  singing,  which  they  created,  in  which  they  so 
early  distinguished  themselves,  and  /i\\k\\  they 
so  passionately  loved.  It  perfectly  explains  the 
fate  of  Opera  in  their  land. 

The  melodists  of  the  seventeenth  and  at  the 
beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century  had  to  deal 
with  singers,  who  were  yet  children  and  scarcely 
knew  the  A  B  C  of  the  hraoura.     So  far  from 


"oS/ 


tv^__ 


% 


106 


BWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF   MUSIC. 


d 


r 


Va^ 


submitting  to  tliefr  inf?ue.nce,  ttiey  on  tlie  con^ 
trary  formed  ttem  by  their  instruction  and  ex- 
amples. They  were  the  masters  in  every  thing ; 
they  freely  followed  their  own  inspirations  as 
intelligent  and  creative  artists,  and  indeed  the 
more  so  since  the  Italian  music  had  not  yet  those 
settled  forms,  which  have  since-  so-  disfingaished 
it  a'nd  set  a;  national  stamp  npon  it.  Besides  a 
beautiful  song,  the  maestri^  could  show  their 
cleverness  in  other  respects,  in  the  accompani- 
ments, the  choruses  aa<I  duets;  for  we  mast 
remark  that  Stradella,  Carissimi,  ScarTatti,  and 
after  them  the  immortal  Leonardo  Leo,  were 
good  melodists,  as  well  as  learn-ed  harmonists  ai«i 
contrapuntists.  Tliey  were  complete  men  for 
their  times.  Hence,  in  spite  of  their  venerable 
age,  they  have  retained  a  youthful  aspect,  and 
even  to-day  serve  for  the  admiration  of  artists 
and  the  study  of  musicians. 

•  But  these  great  melodists  iiegleeted  a  very 
essential  part  of  song ,'  we  mean  the  Ehythmo- 
pceia  or  Measure.  Their  vocal  phrases,  contract- 
ed and  as  it  were  isolated  from  one  anotlier  by 
too  frequent  cadences,*  laclsed  symmetry,  and  did 
TL&t  fit  themselves  to  periods.  Just  so  it  was  with 
the  arias  as  a  whole.  The  scholars  of  Scarfatti 
and  of  Leo  remedied  this  defect;  they  gave  tO' the 
vocal  sentence  the  development  which  it  required ; 
they  divided  the  aria  intotv,>o  parts j  they  intro-- 
duced  the  da  capo  or  repetition  of  the  first  part ; 
they  lengthened  oat  the  ritornel  at  the  beginning 
and  end  ;  and  the  melody  grew  beautiful  with 
new  charms  in  the  works  of  Yinci,  Pergolese, 
Hasse,  Bind  a  crowd  of  other  distinguished  com- 
posers, of  the  brilliant  Neapolitan  school. 

Upon  these  happy  completions,,  which,  estab- 
lished the  dramatic  melody  in  a,ll  its  rights,  a 
revolution  was  necessarily  consequent,  both  in 
the  art  of  music^  which  they  simplified  in  many 
respectSj  and  in  the  a,rt  of  singiug,  which  they 
enriched,  and  to  which  they  lent  an  incalculable 
importance.  The  little  piece-meal  phrases  of  the 
old  masters  still  required  imitation  and  a  mixture 
of  the  fugued  style  with  the  operatic  pieces, 
which  compelled  the  singers  to  a  strigt  and  literal 
execution  ot  the  music  ;  in  regular,  numero-us 
and  richly  developed  periods,  however,  imitative 
forms  and  an  intricate  accompaniment  were  not 
applicable,  or  at  least  seemed  not  to  be.  Hence 
they  thought  it  well  to  reduce  the  aceompani- 
ment  to  its  simplest   harmonic  expression.'    An 

-  intelligent  and  in  fact  the  only  just  idea.  Any- 
thing better  in  this  kind  at  that  time  would  have 
exceeded  the  insight  as  well  as  the  powers  of  the 
whole  body  of  living  composers.  Simplification 
of  the  accompaniment, — -that  -waa  the  way -to 
open  a  free  path  to- the  further  progress  of  vocal 
melody :  but  on  the  other  hand  it  left  the  singers 

.  perfectly  free  play,  and  founded  the  dominion  of 
the  incidental  matter,  since  on  the  smooth  and 
elastic  basis  of  a  succession  of  natural  chords  it 
enabled  the  artist  to  undertake  and  execute  every- 
thing. From  that  time  forward  the  singers  de- 
cidedly gained  the  advantage  over  the  maestro, 
and,  in  possession  of  ths  privilege  of  the  da  capo, 
they  became  accustomed  to  consider  the  score  a 
collection  of  tbetnes,  whose  merit  depended  solely 
on  the  variations,  which  the  science,  talent  and 
inventive  spirit  of  the  performer  iindorjtood  how 
to  attach  to  them. 

*  I  must  IiGvc  i'cm:u-k,  that  I  always  use  the  word 
cadence  according  to  its  etymology,  and  understand  by 
it  the  couclusion,  tlie  point'of  rest'to  the  musical  period. 


The  sort  of  cooperation  reserved  to  a  singer, 
in  the  composition  of  an  opera,  does  not  need 
perhaps  tg  be  defined.  The  singer  can  and  must 
require  to  have  his  means  consulted  and  made 
available,  without  injury  to  other  claimsr  since 
npon  that  in  a  great  degree  depends  the  siiccesa 
of  the  work.  In  this  respect  the  interests  of  the 
composer  are  closely  interwoven  with  his  ovm, 
airid  there  can  be  no  conflict  between  tilem;  a 
peaceful  understanding  secures  to  both  their 
mutual  advantages  and  all  goes  forward  admira- 
bly. This  union,  founded  in  the  nature  of  things, 
was  soon  reversed  in  Ita;ly.  The  sin-gers,  who  a« 
virtuosos  became  contiaually  greate?,- the  m^rs 
ignorant  they  were  as  musicians,  felt  themselves 
all  at  once  strong  enough,  to  prescribe  to  the  com- 
posers the  outline,  the  intentions,  the  embehish- 
laents,  the-  expansion,  the  wlvole  economy  of  s- 
piece  of  music.  They  commanded,  in  a  word,  as- 
a,  mastar  commands  his  journeymen-  If  one 
would  survey  at  a  gTance  the  consequences  of 
this  exchange  of  parts,  he  has  only  to  consider 
what  the  gracious  will  of  the  siu-ger  in  general 
represents,  who  frequently  is  nothing  but  a  ma- 
chine, -dsnrping  the  most  important  rights  of  the 
artist  and  undertaking  the  intellectual  part  of  the 
work.  This  gracious  will  yepressnts  invariably 
the  taste  of  the  time,  the  accepted  forms,  the 
turns  and  passages  that  are  willingly  listened  to, 
the  mep,ns  which  e.xperience  has  shown  to  please  ;: 
it  represents  the  routine  and  nothing  else.  For 
it  is  a  settled  case,,  that  inasmuch  as  the  public 
can  desire  nothing  but  that  which  pleases  it,  and' 
can  be  pleased  with  nothing  but  what  it  knows, 
the  singers  on  their  side  will  constantly  prefer  d,n 
everlasting  rumination  of  that,  which  is  accom- 
panied by  infallible  applause,  to  new  conceptions^ 
which  perhaps  do  not  please,  or  if  they  do.  pleas8r 
might  confer  more  honor  on  the  composer  than  on, 
themselves. 

I  know  that  the  ear  is  as  much  a  thing  of  habit, 
as  it  is  unsteady ;  the  first,  because  it  is  easily 
offended  by  unwonted  impressions;  the  second, 
because  it  is  easily  wearied  by  the  eternal  i-epeti- 
tion  of  one  and  the  same  thing.  But  there  were 
the  singers  who  could  satisfy  the  need  of  timely 
innovations  much  bettor  than  the  maestri,  without 
injury  to  the  forms,  which  routine  bad  gradually 
consecrated  and  made  in  a  certain  manner  national. 
Since  the  art  ©f  singing  was  progressive,  eveyy 
generation  of  virtuosos  came  along  with  a  stock  of 
ornamental  melody,  vocal  embellishmeats  and 
bravura  pieces,  in  quantity  and  quality  far  sur- 
passing the  stock  of  their  predecessors.  The 
composers  were  compelled  to  conform  to  these  new 
conditions.  New  singers,  new  music  ;  such  wa& 
in  Italy  the  rule,  to  which  the  intelligent  Burney 
subscribes  without  the  least  limitation.  In  this 
way  the  opera  was  manufactured  in  a  great  part 
out  of  melodic  common-places,  which  never 
changed,  and  out  of  a  certain  number  of  unvary- 
JBg  Jioriture,  since  it  depended  on  the  amount  of 
executive  means  and  the  caprices  of  the  fashion. 
When  a  prima  donna,  or  a  musico  of  note  left 
the  stage  or  the  world,  they  took  with  them  the 
collective  works  of  their  fame  into  their  places  of 
retirement,  or  their  graves.  To  v.-ish  to  publish 
works  of  this  sort,  would  therefore  have  been 
altogether  unnecessary.  They  copied  them,  dis- 
tributed them,  either  whole  or  in  single  numbers, 
among  the  dilettanti,  so  long  as  they  found  ap- 
plause, and  they  were  almost  never  printed. 
Before  an  edition  could  have  been  got  ready,  no 
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one  wonlJ  have  cared  for  them  any  more.  That 
with  these  elements  and  this  system  of  composi- 
tion music  never  waa  freshci*,  more  engaging, 
more  adapted  to  the  passing  moment,  tlian  that  of 
the  Italian  opera  in  the  eighteenth  centary,  will 
readily  be  comprehended  under  these  circnm- 
staHceiT.  Always  the  same,  and  always  new;  hat 
therein  also  lay  the  reason  -srhy  this  nmsie  appears 
emptier  and  flatter  thari  that  of  any  other  epoch. 
The  fashion  of  yesterday  alvrays  appears  eider 
than  that  of  a  hundred  years  ago. 

But  what;  became  of  musical  Tragedy,  of  the 
ancient  sorrow,  tinder  the  dominion  of  the  modern; 
Orjhf'ascs?  When  Tragedy  saw  that  no  one 
longer  thought  of  her,  neither  the  poet,  nor  still 
Isss  ths  mticstr®,  I'eajst  of  all  the  singers,  she  for- 
sook the  l3'ric  stage,  scarcely  after  the  prdc^Qe 
to- .Etirif/iVs  had  invoked  her  thither,  ana  vowed 
ia  her  an<ger  never  laors-  to-  set  hsr  fast  'jrp«E  the 
Italian  theatre  ;  and  faithfully  she  kept  her  word. 
They  wished  her  3  happy  voyage  and  pet  tlis- 
Opera  Seria  ia  her  place,  which,  was  about  as 
tractable  as  Tragedy  was  intractable,  being  half 
society  and  half  concert,  in  which  the  singers,,  fsr 
the  qaietiBg  of  their  consciences,  brought  forward 
I  know  not  what  8rj>tic  anclherEic  iKjnsense,  while 
the  specta,tor3  -(pandered'  aibout  from  box  to- box, 
partook  of  refreshments,  conversed  or  paid  their 
ceurt  to  the  ladies.  But  attentron  t  The  cancert 
begins.  The  Soprano  enters,  announced  by  a 
pompous  ritsi-nd.  Tli©  deepest  silence  ensues, 
every  body  listens,  and  as  soon  as  the  namber  is 
over,  s  stormy  applause  follows,  wheresipon  every 
one  returns  t&  his  pyevio-us  entertainment,  which 
the  music  Bas  only  interrapted  for  a  moment. 
How  naturally  msestrtr  and  singers  exp«nde3 
t-Beir  whole  power  upon  the  few  principal  numbers 
which  made  n-p  the  whofe  opera,  wiife  the  others 
merely  served  to-  fill  out  the  remainder  of  the 
EausicE;!  evening,  which  lasted  very  long,  and  to 
make  the  tete-o-tetes  that  were  can-ie(i  on,  inasa- 
dible  to  the  neigbbors  1  JLccovdingly  tlis  jaaestro 
Ttry  carelessly  prepared  arie  di  sorlxiU  (aiffl 
during  wliioh  they  ate  ice-creams),  which  were 
assigned  to  the  sabo-rdinate  subjects,,  and  -were 
alvrays  good'  eriOivgh,  seeing  tha,t  nobody  listened 
to  them.  Hence  it  conies,  that  in  spite  ef  many 
bea/atiful  and  lovely  single  numbeTS-,  the  dd 
Italian  repertoire  does  not  contain  a  single  work 
3Bst3in.ed  in  sucb  a  manner,  that  the  different 
parts  make  ap  a  whole  of  any  worth  ;  hence  ttK> 
the  extraordinary  fruitfalness  of  the  maestri  of 
that  time,  some  of  whom  composed'  as  many  as 
two  hundred  operas,  not  ene  &f  -wbiclj  has  oitt- 
Jived  its  aathor. 

We  may  with  triitb  their  say,  that  the  Italian 
spera,  as  a  theati-ical  action  ci-  branch  of  the 
dra,mo.tic  ai't,  found  itself  on.  the  way  of  decline 
even  before  it^properly  had  got  to-be  an  opera, 
since  Che  first  castrccli,  who  sang  upon  the  stage, 
were  contemporaries  of  Peri  and  Csccini.  Is- 
sny  other  proof  required,  that  tlse  Italians  never 
have  taken  hold  of  the  musical  drama  in  earnest  ? 
The  very  sight  ef  those  heroes  and  lovers,  -who 
wore  not  even  Esen,  disturbed  even  the  shadow  of 
illusion  and  transformed  a  serioiss  and  noble  play 
into  a  clumsy  piirody;  or,  if  such  creatures  some- 
times avvakened  sympathy,  it  certainly  was  not 
the  tragic  sympathy.  I  can  find  no  expressions 
to  add  to  the  philanthropic  pity  of  the  historiaiw 
for  these  unfortunate  victims,  as  they  maintain,  of 
music ;  but  I  would  vindicate  -music  from  a  re- 
proach, which  it  is  far  from  deserving.     I\Iusic    , 
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was  nxjt  only  innocent  of  this  infamy,  but  sbe 
pvotest^^d  with  her  whole  might  against  a  custoEi, 
of  whiuh  -she  herself  wa^  the  first  victim.  Can 
we  in  reality  comprehend  the  advantage  or  the 
satisfaction,  which  the  Itallajis  found  and  still  find 
in  giving  men's  parts  to  the  highest  vocal  register  ? 
Te  women  belong  the  Soprano  and  Contralto i  to 
m«n  the  Tenor  and  Bass :  that  is  the  natural 
order,  which  under  all  the  combinations  of  the 
vocal  accord  is  the  most  advantageous  in  four- 
voiced  composition,  as  it  is  incomparably  the  most 
agreeable  to  the  ear.  What  is  gained  by  setting 
in  rthie  plaee  of  aa  indisi>ensable  middle  voice 
another  first  voice  ?  The  gain  is  for  me,  I 
repeat,  a  mystery  i  the  loss  is  ali  too  evident. 
One  principal  disadvantage  lies  in  this,  thai  tJje 
arias  of  the  first  subjects  are  all  struck  off'  to  the 
pattern  of  one  voice.  A  second  disadvantage  is, 
tiiat  the  duets  and  trios  lose  in  coloring  and  effect. 
The  tenor  is  either  wanting  altog-ethcr  or  it  is 
banished  into  a  subordinate  part,  where  in  the 
ensemile  pieces,  with  the  bass,  it  has  to  express 
the  rage  of  tyrants  or  the  feelings  of  paternal 
love,  and  contrary  to  its  nature  is  excluded  from 
the  part  of  the  &rst  lover,  which  ail  the  dramatic 
and  musical  fitnesses  point  out  as  its  own.  This 
is  the  third  disadvantage,  which  there  is  nothing 
to  compensate,  for  the  Tenor  is  the  voice  above 
all  othere  indicated  by  nature  for  the  expression 
of  love ;  it  is  among  all  sounds,  which  nature  and 
art  can  produce,  the  most  exquisite  and  penetrat- 
ing. Finally,  to  complete  the  measure  of  disad- 
vantages, the  bass  voice,  tliat  true  ground-pillar 
of  harmony,  that  mighty  expression  of  majestic 
and  terrible  parts,  is  wholly  banished  from  the 
Opera  Sei-ia  ! !  One  seeks  iu  vain  for  the  cause 
of  such  great  musical  barbarism  and  simplicity, 
since  one  knows  by  experience  that  the  finest 
artificial  voices  never  equal,  nor  can  equal  a  fine 
woman's  voice,  and  that,  if  we  must  have  the  one 
folly  or  the  other,  the  present  practice,  of  giving 
the  first  male  part  to  the  alto-ist,  is  far  preferable 
to  that  of  placing  the  soprano  in  the  hands  of  a 
half  man.  With  some  forty  years,  I  am  yet  old 
enough  to  have  seen  the  fair  remains  of  this  once 
so  flourishing  institution.  I  have  known  more 
than  one  musico,  and  among  others  in  Dresden 
the  celebrated  Sassaroli,  who  in  his  day  perhaps 
possessed  the  finest  falsetto  voice  in  Europe.  I 
confess,  that  in  the  church  this  voice  had  an 
extraordinary  effect,  because  the  vast  resonance 
of  the  place  tripled  its  power  and  concealed  its 
cjuality ;  but  in  the  theatre  it  sounded  almost  in- 
tolerable i  it  had,  like  the  voices  of  almost  all 
casLrali,  that  very  strong  and  sharp  falsetto  ring- 
Poor  Sassaroli  i  I  fancy  I  y-et  see  him  before  me 
with  the  helm  of  the  Curiatii  upon  his  head,  and 
that  enormous  bulk,  that  Cyclopean  build,  rudk 
iruUgestaque  moles,  measuring  the  floor  with  great 
strides,  gesticulating  like  a  gigantic  puppet,  all  the 
while  cooing  like  a  flute  hidden  in  the  belly  of  a 
contra-basso,  and  all  this  against  Benelli  (Hora- 
tius),  the  greatest  singer  and  greatest  actor  next 
to  Talma,  that  I  ever  saw  or  heard.  By  a  fortu- 
nate though  strange  anomaly,  the  Italians  who 
could  not  dispense  with  the  caslrati  In  the  Opera. 
Seria,  did  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  admit  them  into 
the  Opera  Buffa,  where  they  would  at  least  have 
been  one  buffoonery  more. 

In  consequence  of  these  abuses  and  these 
hizarres  customs,  the  music  of  the  Italian  theatre 
had  sunk  into  a  kind  of  formalism,  fronv  which  it 
never  since  has  risen.     It  had  assumed  a  national 


type,  which  appeared  and  still  appears  to  its  ad- 
herents as  the  type  of  perfection. 
[To  be  continued.] 


A  Husieal  Family. 

[From  Eliza  Coot's  Jonrnal.] 

We  know  the  Thornberry  family  to  be  y&f 
worthy  people.  They  were  once  well  off,  and 
kept  a  large  house  in  a  large  square,  with  a  foot- 
man, all  drab  and  scarlet,  and  a  page,  "  all  green 
and  yellow;"  though  we  cannot  give  the  full  quo- 
tation by  adding  "  melancholy,"  for  Eupert  was 
one  of  the  nierriest  domestic  plagues  that  ever 
privately  perplexed  a  mistress  or  publicly  abused 
a  housemaid. 

The  Thornberrys  were  of  that  class  of  enthu- 
siastic devotees  to  Apollo,  known  as  "  music 
mad."  Their  cA'cning  parties  recognized  no  ra- 
tional method  of  passing  the  hours  but  that  of 
"singing  and  pla3'ing"  unceasingly;  and  weal- 
ways  dreaded  being  invited  to  them,  as  we  were 
certain  of  having  "too  much  of  a  good  thing;" 
but  then  we  could  steal  away  after  an  hour's  ap- 
pearance, and  not  be  missed  from  the  spacious 
rooms  and  crowded  assembly ;  noio  the  case  is 
altered.  The  Thornberrys  are  sadly  reduced  in 
circumstances,  and  are  obliged  to  live  in  one  of 
those  dreary,  miserable  looking  rows  of  eight- 
roomed  houses  found  in  the  streets  about  the 
Commercial  Koad,  with  one  female  drudge,  who 
supplies  their  household  demands,  as  a  general 
shop  does  a  country  village,  with  ever)'  thing 
required,  from  bacon  and  butter  to  blacking  and 
brickdust.  The  footman  and  the  "scarlet"  we 
see  no  longer,  but  the  "drab"  remains  painfully 
visible.  The  "  green  and  yellow  "  page  is  gone, 
but  the  "  melancholy  "  seems  plentifully  added. 
Coals  are  had  in  by  the  single  ton — whether  to 
accommodate  the  limits  of  cellar  or  purse  we  will 
not  question.  The  girls'  merino  dresses  are  al- 
ways "turned"  for  the  second  winter;  and  the 
boys'  coats  are  evidently  "revived"  at  collars 
and  seams.  Thej'  have  a  number  of  "  make-up  " 
dinners,  which  signifies  si.K  mutton-chops  for 
seven  appetites  ;  and  they  have  taken  a  wonder- 
ful fancy  to  talking  by  firelight,  sorupulously 
keeping  the  candles  unllghted  for  the  perfect 
enjoj'mcnt  thereof  Mrs.  Thoi'uberry  is  an 
elderly  lady  of  great  personal  pride,  which,  con- 
trary to  that  of  the  peacock,  has  always  chiefly 
exhibited  itself  In  the  arrangement  of  her  head. 
We  can  recollect  her  wearing  such  feathers  and 
such  ribbons  as  used  to  astonish  our  young  mind, 
but  lately  she  has_  often  declared  that  quiet  head- 
dresses are  most  becoming  to  her  j-ears ;  and  she 
accordingly  mounts  a  most  unimposing  model  of 
a  dark-colored  something,  with  an  Indication  of 
floral  ornament  about  it,  which,  from  the  length 
of  time  we  have  recognized  the  same,  we  should 
say  belongs  to  the  tribe  of  flowers  known  as 
"  everlasting."  Very  praiseworthy  are  these 
economical  sacrifices  on  the  part  of  the  Tiiorn- 
berrys,  and  we  respect  them  highly  for  such  con- 
duct; but  there  is  one  Inconsistency  still  persisted 
in  by  them ;  they  will  give  "  musical  parties,"  and 
the  possession  of  the  wiry  skeleton  of  one  of 
Broad  wood's  pianos,  coupled  with  their  mania  for 
singing  and  playing,  are  the  causes  of  rather 
pitiable  attempts  at  their  olden  entertainments. 
The  manner  in  which  they  now  "  get  up  "  musical 
evenings  inspires  us  with  equal  regret  and  dread. 
These  evenings  occur  about  once  in  three  months, 
and  we  are  always  asked  to  join  them.  The 
Thornberrys  now  limit  their  invitations  to  the 
friends  who  are  supposed  to  have  a  genuine  love 
of  music,  and,  unfortunately,  we  are  among  the 
number.  They  always  muster  three  or  four 
among  the  party  who  are  as  insanely  devoted  to 
harmonv  as  themselves,  but  whose  talent  and 
voices  are  somewhat  questionable,  although  they 
may  be  professionally  educated,  or  enthusiasti- 
cally ready.  The  last  of  these  evenings  spent 
there  tried  us  to  such  a  degree,  that  we  fear  we 
must  be  "indisposed"  when  our  iie.xt  invitation 
arrives.  AVe  will  just,  give  a  sketch  in  fevv'  and 
light  lines  of  the  afi'air,  for  the  full,  Rembrandt 
depths  of  detail  would  be  too  wearisome  to   offer. 

It  was  a  cold  and  rainy  night.     Five  miles  In  a 


very  objectionable  cab  did  not  add  to  our  natural 
vital  power,  and,  on  our  arrival,  we  shivered  like 
a  shaken  hlancmange,  as  we  entered  a  fireless 
bedroom,  where  a  solitary  candle,  before  a  small 
dressing-glass,  was  cjuivcrlng  and  guttering,  as 
though  ashamed  of  beholding  its  reflected  form. 
The  cheerless  gloom  struck  to  our  heart,  and  we 
felt  as  if  we  were  going  to  a  funeral,  without 
hopes  of  a  legacy.  We  descended  to  the  front 
parlor  without  the  slightest  attempt  to  put  our- 
selves to  "rights,"  and  there  found  about  twenty 
persons,  sitting  in  stately  propriety,  under  the 
illuminating  influences  of  dark  grey  paper, 
touched  here  and  there  with  stone-colored  damp ; 
dingy  brown  window-curtains,  faded  Turkey 
carpet,  and  four  composites,  two  on  the  mantel- 
piece, and  two  on  the  remains  of  "  Broadwood." 
A  black  teaboard,  relieved  with  green  tea,  white 
sugar,  and  sky-blue  milk,  was  at  the  end  of  its 
voyage  round  the  room.  We  took  a  cup  of  fluid 
for  ceremony's  sake  ;  but  before  we  had  finished  ' 
it,  the  eldest  Miss  Thornberry  made  a  move  to 
the  heap  of  music  on  a  little  side-table,  and 
seemed  vainly  seeking  for  some  parHcular  com- 
position, though  we  firmly  believe  she  knew  per- 
fectly well  where  to  put  her  hand  upon  it.  Mr. 
Crackerly,  an  elderly  gentleman,  one  of  the 
Thornberry's  Cecilian  band,  with  very  red  face 
and  very  curly  wig,  flew  to  assist  her.  Miss  Se- 
lina  Thornberry  -went  to  assist  both;  and,  after  a 
few  moments  of  serious  whispering,  the  announce- 
ment was  made,  "  that  they  were  golnw  to  do 
'  When  Time  was  entwining.' "  Accordingly  a 
profound  stillness  and  silence  were  instantly  ob- 
served, for  it  would  aSVont  the  Thornberry's  for 
ever  to  speak  or  stir  while  "  music  "  was  going 
on ;  and  we  had  to  embrace  our  cup  and  saucer 
without  moving  a  muscle,  until  the  glee  was  fin- 
ishech  We  then  hurried  It  on  to  the  table,  and 
took  a  long  breath ;  but  before  we  had  time  to 
brush  away  the  Imaginary  cobwebs  from  our 
nose  with  our  full-dress  mouchoir,  Miss  Fltzquaver, 
of  the  R.  A.,  took  the  ■  vacated  seat,  and  com- 
menced the  Overture  to  Der  Freyschiitz.  Now, 
this  overture,  above  all  others,  requires  at  least 
one  good  instrument,  and  one  ^oorf  performer ; 
but  the  poor  old  Broadwood  was  unequal  to  the 
task,  and  so  was  Miss  Fltzquaver.  However, 
what  the  lady  wanted  in  science  she  made  up  in 
rapidity,  which  we  secretly  thanked  heaven  for, 
and  she  was  led  in  triumph  from  the  stool  by  Mr. 
Crackerly,  while  every  tongue  expressed  Its  sense 
of  gratitude  for  her  condescension,  and  admira- 
tion of  her  execution.  "Now  Mr:  Sweetman, 
zoill  you  kindlj-  oblige  us  ':"'  said  Mrs.  Thornberry, 
with  a  sort  of  coaxing  dignity;  and  a  pale  youth, 
with  a  blue  waistcoat  and  white  satin  straight 
jacket  about  his  neck,  immediately  produced  an 
elegant  Concertina,  and  hinted  his  acquirement 
of  some  exquisite  variations  on  "  Annie  Laurie." 
Of  course  every  one  would  be  delighted  to  hear 
them  ;  but  alas  !  the  young  gentleman  was  either 
nervous,  or  had  neglected  to  practice  sufliciently, 
for  he  made  a  "  sad  mess  "  of  poor  "  Annie  ;"  and 
even  Mr.  Crackerly,  with  all  his  good  nature, 
advised  him  to  "  try  something  else ;"  and  we  had 
another  ten  minutes  of  very  inferior  entertain- 
ment to  listen  to.  We  had  hoped  at  the  conclu- 
sion to  have  a  chance  of  some  "  talk"  with  Mrs. 
Flowerflounce,  who  Is  "  well  up  "  in  all  the  pri- 
vate scandal  of  Belgravia,  and  always  makes 
herself  "a  charming  companion,"  at  the  mere 
expense  of  truth  and  reputation.  We  had  only 
just  learned  from  her  that  Sir  William  Spooney 
had  got  himself  into  Jev/ish  bondage  to  a  fearful 
extent,  and  that  Miss  Flashem  had  eloped  with 
her  papa's  groom,  when  the  first  notes  of  "  The 
Standard-bearer"  struck  us  dumb,  and  we  were 
all  stock-still  for  another  quarter  of  an  hour. 
Mr.  Crackerly  had  just  handed  the  small  j-oung 
lady,  who  had  most  appropriately  essayed  this 
fine  song,  to  her  .seat;  and  we  ventured  to  walk 
across  the  room,  with  the  intention  of  getting  out 
of  a  strong  draught,  and  speaking  to  Mrs.  Thorn- 
berry on  some  interesting  domestic  topic.  We 
had  only  arrived  at  the  important  declaration, 
that  we  thought  her  son  Edward  was  somewhat 
stouter,  when  the  old  lady  managed  to  place  her- 
self on  half  of  her  seat,  and  whispered,  "  Just  sit 
down  on  my  chair,  my  dear,  and  give  me  your 
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opinion  of  Mr.  Suckling's  voice.  He  is  intended 
for  the  stajre,  I  believe,  and  tliey  say  he  has  a 
superb  '  tenor.'  "  As  Mr.  Siicklinnr  liaJ  already 
eonimenc-ed  work,  and  dear  Mi^.  Thornberry's 
hand  was  on  our  shoulder,  we  could  do  nothing 
less  than  sit  in  a  state  of  wretched  cramp  while 
Mr,  Suckling  strained  and  struggled  through  an 
air  from  Robert  le  Diabte,  which  we  had  heard 
Sims  Reeves  sing  a  few  evenings  before.  We 
were  waxing  somewhat  wrath  at  the  continuous 
stretch  of  our  patience;  but  alas!  we  were 
doomed  to  "  music,"  and  nothing  else,  for  another 
hour,  when  '-supper"  was  spoken  of.  Mr.  Ed- 
ward' Thornborry  took  us  into  the  back  parlor, 
and  confidenlially  informed  us  during  our  route 
over  the  three  yards  of  passage,  that  his  brother 
Henrj',  a  lad  of  si.xteen,  was  going  to  give  a  solo 
©n  the  violin  in  the  supper-room.  We  felt  in  a 
sort  of  dry  cold  bath,  and  swallowed  a  sandwich 
of  unknown  constituency  with  desperate  degluti- 
tion, attempting,  as  desperately,  to  drown  its 
memory  in  a  glass  of  mysterious  beverage,  recog- 
nized at  parties  by  kind-hearted  and  amiable 
people  as  "sherry."  "Do  try  a  custard,"  said 
some  one  at  our  elbow.  "  Thank  you,"  we  re- 
plied ;  "  we  have  had  enough  of  the  tart;"  and  at 
this  moment  Mr.  Crackerly  knocked  a  knife- 
handle  on  the  table  to  demand  silence  for  the 
solo.  The  fiddle  was  out  of  tune,  the  fiddler  was 
more  conoeiled  than  competent;  and  si.xteen 
pages  of'  growl,  squeak,  and  scrape,  sent  us  into 
the  extremity  of  impatience.  No  sooner  had 
Mr.  Henry  retired  from  congratulations,  and 
flung  himself  into  the  neighborlioot]  of  the  tipsy 
cake,  than  Mr.  E<}ward,  who  had  managed  to 
take  family  liberties  with  the  decanters,\'olun- 
teered,  in  the  exuberance  of  his  elevation,  to 
favor  us  with  "The  Glasses  sparkle  on  the 
Board."  We  began  to  grasp  for  sheer  want  of 
b-reath,  and  contemplated  a  polite  escape  from  the 
harmonic  meeting,  when  the  last  named  gentle- 
man, on  the  strength  of  another  glass  of  port, 
which  from  its  very  opaque  and  sombre  character 
must  certainly  have  come  from  the  "  Shades," 
intimated  that  he  had  lately  taken  to  study  the 
Sax  horn.  We  arose  from  our  chair,  pushed 
three  ladies  rather  more  into  the  wall,  and  has- 
tened up  stairs  to  muffle  ourselves,  and  depart 
before  we  lost  all  command  over  our  temper.  As 
we  descended,  Mrs.  Thornherry  entreated  us  to 
listen  to  Edward,  who  was  about  to  try  a  Swedish 
melody  on  his  horn.  We  believe  we  uttered 
some  slight  untruths  about  a  sudden  pain  in  our 
chest,  and  fought  our  way  into  a  cab  with  nerv- 
ous intrepidity.  O,  what  a  relief  it  was  to  get 
out  of  that  densely  musical  atmosphere ;  how 
earnestly  we  vowed  never  to  accept  another  in- 
vitation to  the  Thomberrys'  parties,  and  how  we 
mean  to  keep  that  vow.  We  will  go  and  see 
them  under  any  reasonable  state  of  discomfort ; 
we  will  put  up  with  "  cold  shoulder,"  weak  tea, 
lengthened  twilight — in  short,  with  anything  save 
an  "  entirely  "  musical  evening.  What  a  pity  it 
is  that  people  attempt  what  they  have  not  the 
means  to  carry  out  properly.  Our  respect  for 
the  Thornberrys  is  unabated  ;  but  they  must  ex- 
cuse our  being  again  martyred  at  the  shrine  of  a 
morbid  infatuation.  Now  that  we  have  vented 
oui  grumbling  we  will  proceed  to  business,  though 
we  have  a  suspicion  that  "  our  boy  Tom  "  hohls 
our  criticizing  duties  in  as  sad  a  light  as  we  do 
the  Thornberry's  Apollonian  feasts;  for  we  hear 
that  he  has  remarked  as  to  our  plaving,  "a  pre- 
cious lot  of  stupid,  ugly  things."  We  must  en- 
lighten him  as  to  the  com])Osers  being  sometimes 
in  fault  rather  than  ourselves."     Eliza  Cook. 
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Anecdotes  of  Mozart. 
At  the  first  general  rehearsal  of  Don  Juan, 
two  amusing  episodes  occurred.  Signora  Bondini, 
who  sang  the  part  of  Zerlina,  was  always  at  fault 
in  i\w  finale  of  the  first  act,  where  she  has  to  call 
out  for  help.  She  eitner  did  not  scream  in  the 
right  place  or  else  not  loud  enough ;  this  might 
easily  have  produced  confusion  in  the  music,  and, 
considering  die  importance  of  the  situation,  have 
given  the  piece,  in  a  dramatic  point  of  view,  a 
blow  from  which  it  might  not  have  recovered. 
Mozart  impatiently  stepped  on  the  stage,  caused 


the  last  bars  of  th^  minuet  to  be  repeated,  and, 
at  the  instant  Zerlina's  voice  should  be  heard  be- 
hind the  scenes,  seized  the  laily  so  tightly  by  the 
waist  that  she  cried  out  this  time  in  good  earnest. 
'■' Braoa  Donella ! — that  is  the  way  you  must 
scream,"  said  our  hero.  On  coming  to  the 
churchyard  scene,  he  stopped  the  rehearsal,  as 
one  of  the  trombonists  who  had  to  accompany 
the  Commander's  song,  Di  rider  finirai,  made  a 
mistake.  The  passage  was  repeated  two  or  three 
times,  and,  on  each  occasion,  the  same  mistake 
occurred.  The  composer  then  left  his  place,  and, 
going  to  the  incorrigible  trombonist,  explained 
how  he  wished  the  passage  to  be  played.  The 
musician  answered  rather  drily:  "  It  is  impossible 
to  play  it  so,  and  I  am  not  going  to  learn  how  to 
do  it  from  you."  "  Heaven  forbid  that  I  should 
attempt  to  teach  you  the  trombone,  my  good 
friend,"  replied  Mozart,  laughing.  He  then 
asked  for  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  added  two 
oboes,  two  clarinets,  and  two  bassoons  to  the  ac- 
companiment, at  the  same  time  altering  the  im- 
possible passage  for  the  trombone. —  Oulibiclieff. 


Kaintuck  A>fD  THE  FiDDLER. — On  board 
the  steamer  Indiana,  in  one  of  her  trips  down  the 
Mississippi,  were  a  large  number  of  good  natured 
passengers.  They  were  seeking  to  while  away 
the  hours,  according  to  their  several  notions  of 
pleasure,  and  would  have  got  on  well  but  for  one 
annoyance. 

There  happened  to  be  on  board  a  Hoosier  from 
the  Wabash,  who  was  going  down  to  Orleans, 
and  he  had  provided  himself  with  an  old  violin, 
fancying  that  he  could  fiddle  as  well  as  the  best 
man,  and  planting  himself  where  he  would  at- 
tract notice,  scraped  away.  The  fellow  couldn't 
fiddle  any  more  than  a  setting  hen,  and  the  hor- 
rible noise  disturbed  his  fellow  passengers  ex- 
cessively. 

A  Frenchman  of  very  delicate  nerves,  and  a 
very  fine  musical  ear,  was  especially  annoyed. 
He  fluttered,  fidgetted,  and  swore  at  the  '  sacre' 
fiddle.  The  passengers  tried  various  experi- 
ments to  rid  themselves  of  the  Hoosier  and  his 
fiddle,  it  was  no  go — '  He  would  music  just  as 

long  as  he please.'    At  last  a  big  Kentuckian 

sprang  from  his  seat  saying,  '  I  reckon  I'll  fix 
him,'  placed  himself  near  the  amateur  fiddler, 
and  commenced  braying  with  all  his  might. 
The  effect  of  the  move  was  beyond  description. 
Old  Kentucky  brayed  so  loud  that  he  drowned 
the  screeching  of  the  fiddle,  and  amid. the  shouts 
of  the  passengers,  the  discomfited  Hoosier  re- 
treated below,  leaving  the  victory  of  the  unequal 
contest  to  the  Kentuckian  and  his  singular  i'm- 
prnmplu  imitation  of  Balaam's  friend.  The  de- 
light of  the  Frenchman  knew  no  bounds :  quiet 
was  restored  for  the  day.  During  the  night  the 
Kentuckian  left  the  boat. 

The  next  morning,  after  breakfast,  the  passen- 
gers were  startled  by  the  discordant  sound  of 
their  old  tormentor ;  Hoosier  had  discovered  that 
the  coast  was  clear,  and  was  bound  to  revenge 
himself  on  the  passengers.  Louder  and  worse 
than  ever  screamed  the  fiddle.  The  Frenchman, 
just  seated  to  read  his  paper,  on  the  first  sound, 
rose,  looked  anxiously  round,  shrugged  his  shoul- 
ders, and  then  shouted,  '  Vare  is  he  ?  vare  is  he  ? 
Queeck,  queeck,  Man  Dieu  1  Vare  is  Monsieur 
Kentucky,  de  man  vat  play  on  de  jackass  ?' 


For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music, 

From  iny  Diary.  No.  L. 

New  York,  July  2. — Attended  service  to-day  in  the 
finest  church,  architecturally  considered— according  to 
my  notions — in  the  city.  Dr.  Tyng's.  But  why  did  they 
sticit  the  grand  organ  away  up  tlierc  under  tlie  roof,  so 
tliat  the  singers  in  that  ball  room  music  box,  look  about 
as  much  like  an  integral  part  of  the  congregation,  as  the 
fiddlers  in  the  ball-room  aforesaid  do  like  part  and  parcel 
of  the  dancing  party.  Perhaps  the  architect  puts  the 
makers  of  tlie  music,  and  the  malvers  of  the  fires,  the 
duor-keepers  and  the  servants  outside  waiting  on  tlie 
coach-boxes,  in  the  same  category.  However,  no  matter 
how  it  happened,  there  the  singers  are,  hung  up  iu  one 


end  of  the  room  half  way  up  to  the  ridge-pole,  I  sat  in 
the  gallery  abont  midway  of  the  church,  and  though 
placed  where  I  thought  to  hear  the  singing  most  favor- 
ably, many  of  Anna  Stone's  splendid  trumpet-tones  came 
to  the  ear  not  ff,  fortissimo,  bvtt  Jff,  far,  faint  and  feeble. 
I  admit  it  is  mere  guess-work— but  I  do  guess  that  sing-- 
ing  in  that  box  is  labor  of  no  ordinary  degree :  she  wiW 
be  heard,  and  her  tones  were  the  only  ones  of  the  quartet 
which  at  my  seat  could  be  followed.  Low  bass  notes 
came  distinctly  to  the  ear,  so  did  the  upper  notes  of  the 
tenor,  bat  faintly;  as  to  the  alto  I  heard  no  note,  and 
when  Anna  Stone's  notes  fell  into  the  lower  register,  I 
could  hardly  catch  them.  But  how  her  fine,  clear, 
upper  notes  rang  on  the  ear!  What  can  the  Bostonians 
do  without  her?  But  ray  disappointment  .at  finding  the 
music  of  that  beautiful  quartet,  with  the  excellent  organ- 
playing  of  Biistow,  utterly  ineffective  through  the  asinine 
stupidity  of  whatever  powers  that  be,  which  hung  the 
performers,  like  Haman,  fifty  cubits  high,  has  aronsed 
all  my  old  bile  at  tlie  total  disregard  of  all  principles  of 
acoustics  on  the  part  of  the  two-legged  animals,  who 
hang  out  signs  with  the  word  Architect  painted  upon  it 
in  big  letters. 

Some  centuries  since  a  huge  altar  with  a  world  of 
paraphernalia  was  a  necessity  in  the  church,  and  a  sort 
of  sanctum  sanctorum  was  built  for  it  in  form  of  an  aps !s ; 
and  now,  though  we  discard  all  the  traps  and  trappings, 
we  must  be  Gothic,  and  have  a  chancel,  though  it  does 
render  all  the  preacher  says  inaudible  to  half  the  congre- 
gation. Then  as  what  the  priest  said  was  always  intoned 
and  chanted,  the  form  of  the  sanctum  was  of  no  import- 
ance. Furthermore  in  those  days  a  sort  of  uniformity 
in  the  altar  end  of  the  church,  and  that  opposite,  was 
attained  by  a  handsome  gallery  supporting  the  organ, 
iu  many  churches,  producing  as  a  whole  a  very  beautiful 
effect.  As  the  office  of  the  choir  was  simply  to  respond 
to  the  priests,  except  in  case  of  many  singers  and  plenty 
of  instrumental  music,  and  aa  they  sang  in  an  unknown 
tongue,  nothing  was  lost  by  elevating  them  high  up  above 
the  people.  In  the  large  Catholic  churches  and  cathe- 
drals of  the  old  world  any  one  who  has  been  there  will 
see  at  once  that  this  is  necessary  in  order  to  secure  the 
proper  correspondence  between  priest  and  choir.  But  in 
churches  of  no  great  extent,  where  the  singers  are  to 
sing  English,  and  are  supposed  to  lead  the  devotions  of 
the  people,  and  where  their  music  is  in  no  danger  of 
being  lost  either  in  the  distance  or  in  the  noise  of  peri- 
patetic crowds  below,  as  in  the  cathedrals  above  refen'ed 
to,  what  reason  can  the  Vandal  give  for  perching  them 
up  under  the  roof,  as  in  a  swallow's  nest?  Oh,  that's 
Gothic.  So  it  is  —  the  very  Gothic  of  the  dark  ages. 
Mr.  Architect,  let  me  inform  yoa  of  a  fact  which  seems 
to  have  entirely  escaped  your  observation:  it  is  not  that 
our  religious  societies  expend  large  sums  for  good  music, 
and  seldom  succeed,  owing  to  your  ridiculous  abortive 
labors  to  mimic — one  can't  say  imitate — the  fine  archi- 
tecture of  the  DAKK  AGES. — It  Is,  that  some  of  the  most 
famous  mathematicians,  natural  philosophers  and  scien- 
tific men  of  the  last  hundred  years,  have  turned  their 
thoughts  to  the  subject  of  sound,  and  have  made  dis- 
coveries which  it  would  not  injure  yon  to  acquire  some 
slight  idea  of;  and  that  their  discoveries,  theories  and 
opinions  now  form  a  separate  branch  of  natural  philo- 
sophy, called  Acoustics.  I  charge  you  nothing  for  the 
information. 

If  the  magnificent  organ  of  Anna  Stone  can  stand  the 
wear  and  tear  of  singing  down  across  the  great  gulf 
which  separates  her  from  the  rich  men  in  the  place  below, 
I  shall  think  it  more  wonderful  than  ever.  Perhaps, 
considering  how  apt  building  committees  are  to  meddle 
and  make — that  is,  to  meddle  with  the  architect's  busi- 
ness and  make  asses  of  themselves — the  fault  may  not 
always  lie  with  the  architect;  but  th.at  all  principles  of 
the  law  of  sound  are  violated  and  that  continually,  one 
has  only  to  go  to  a  selection  of  our  fashionable  churches 
to  find  out. 

July  3. — So  Harper's  Magozine  is  starting  that  humbug 
story  of  Beethoven's  last  hours,  which  Gungl  —  not 
knowing  its  falsity— used  to  tell  with  so  mucli  feeling. 
I  wonder  it  has  been  so  long  in  getting  ont,  for  I  have 
had  it  in  German  these  five  years.  It  is  sufficient,  I  hope, 
to  say  that  it  belongs  in  the  same  category  with  those 
absurd  and  mawkish  sentimentalities,  which,  partly 
translated  from  LudwigEellstab  and  p.artly  original,  llrs. 
Ellet  gave  the  public  some  time  since  under  the  title  of 
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"  Nouvellettes  of  the  JIusicians."  "  There  is  a  river  in 
Macedon ;  and  there  is  also  moreover  a  river  at  Mon- 
mouth " — the  great  composer  did  die,  and  just  so  mucli 
foundation  is  there  for  the  foolish  sketch  in  question.  If 
I  had  the  article  here  from  Berlioz  on  Lenz's  book,  which 
appeared  some  time  since  in  DmghVs  Journal,  I  would 
point  out  some  of  its  errors  and  some  of  its  more  than 
doubtful  anecdotes.  But  no  matter,  it  is  easier  to  draw 
facts  from  the  imagination  and  the  newspapers  than  to 
go  four  thousand  miles  to  Vienna  for  them — as  I  know 
alas  I  by  experience.  Fry  said  the  other  dny,  "  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  a  correct  biography,"  and  I  begin  to  believe 
him. 

Freundinn  asks  me  what  I  mean  by  penrryroyal  tunes, 
or  rather  why  I  called  our  old  Billings  and  Holden 
fuguing  tunes  by  that  name.  I  have  heard  them  so 
called  formerly,  I  suppose  by  country  singers,  who  had 
a  sort  of  association  in  their  ideas  between  the  hei-b 
drinks  and  vocal  music  of  their  good  old  country  grand- 
mothers. ■  Pennyroyal  is  I  believe  exclusively  an  Ameri- 
can plant,  and  as  typical  of  New  England,  as  heather  of 
Scotland,  or  wild  thj-me  of  Western  Europe.  And 
thongh  Stevenson  and  one  or  two  other  obscure  tune- 
makers  of  the  last  century  in  England  reall}^  devised 
that  sort  of  psalm  tune,  it  was  made  in  a  few  years 
almost  e.'iclusively  American.  I  reckon  that  some  New 
England  country  feeling  has  associated  Grandfather  and 
Grandmother's  tunes  with  their  favorite  remedj'  for  the 
children's  colds — We  associate  the  fragrant  pennyroyal 
tea  with  which  we  were  filled,  with  the  tune  to  which 
we  were  sung  to  sleep. 

And  so  with  No.  50 1  close  for  the  present  this  series  of 
paragi-aphs,  perhaps  to  be  followed  soon  by  a  "  Musical 
Diary  Abroad,"  perhaps  some  time  or  other  to  be  re- 
sumed, who  knows?  In  glancing  over  the  series  I  find 
here  and  there  en-ors  which  have  not  been  pointed  out; 
but  considering  that,  particnlai'ly  along  at  first,  the  time 
generally  devoted  to  Diarislks  was  the  two  hours  after 
''  sending  up  "  the  last  mail  gleanings  and  dispatches  for 
a  morning  paper — say  from  one  to  three  A.  M. — I  am 
rather  pleased  to  find  so  little  which  I  would  wish  to  blot 
out.  There  is  a  small  circle  of  friends  who  will  part 
with  the  Diary  with  regret.  Dear  friends,  I  hope  it  is 
but  for  a  time,  and  moreover  that  while  it  is  suspended 
material  will  be  gained  to  make  it  better  and  of  real  value 
when  resumed,  if  ever.  Whatever  want  of  discretion 
and  care  it  may  have  exhibited,  it  has  been  honest — too 
honest  perhaps  for  Mr.  Dwight's  interest.  This  is  the 
praise  which  you — a  baker's  dozen  only,  I  know — have 
accorded;  this  the  praise  which  I  prefer.     Adieu. 
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Schools  for  Solo  Singers. 
That  is  a  good  suggestion  of  our  "  Diarist,"  in 
last  week's  Journal,  where,  speaking  of  the  admira- 
ble effect  of  Mr.  Root's  vocal  teaching  in  the  New 
York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  of  his  Normal 
Music  School,  he  asks : 

"  Now,  when  we  consider  the  immense  amount 
of  money  which  is  paid  in  this  city  for  singers  in 
the  legion  of  churches,  why  cannot  some  arran<Te- 
ment  be  made  to  enlarge  this  school  at  least  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  supply  a  certain  number  of 
singers  annually  from  the  graduating  classes  ?" 

Why  should  not  such  a  school  be  instituted  in 
this  city,  as  well  as  in  New  York  ?  Why  not  in 
all  the  principal  cities  V  Let  the  generous  and 
wealthy  members  of  each  worshipping  society 
furnish  the  means  of  a  good  musical  and  vocal 
education  for  two  or  three  or  four  young  persons, 
of  promising  ability,  with  the  understanding  that 
in  return  they  give  their  services  in  the  choir  on 
Sundays  for  a  year  or  more,  as  may  be  agreed. 
-1  h.    Let  a  Normal  School  be  founded  for  this  purpose, 


with  the  best  teachers  and  professors ;  a  School 
which  may  also  train  up  music  teachers,  as  well  as 
choristers,  like  the  Normal  Institute,  of  Messrs. 
Mason,  Koot  and  others  in  New  York.  The  only 
difficulty  would  be  in  organization,  in  finding 
wise  directors,  suitable  teachers,  and  getting  the 
thing  well  started.  It  would  be  sure  to  gain 
strength  by  its  own  momentum,  and  to  grow  into 
very  considerable  importance.  For  the  whole 
problem  of  the  material  where-withal  is  solved 
from  the  outset.  It  is  only  to  take  the  money, 
which  is  already  expended,  often  wasted,  upon 
salaried  singers,  and  with  it  secure  as  good  or 
better  singers,  with  a  never  failing  spring  or 
nursery  of  song  besides.  The  good  already  ac- 
complished in  the  very  rudimentary  Schools, 
Conventions,  Teachers'  Institutes,  &c.,  which  have 
been  so  popular  in  our  land,  shows  how  much 
might  be  done,  by  equal  persistency  and  tact  in 
organization,  towards  a  more  advanced  and  really 
artistic  standard  of  musical  culture.  If  the  lead- 
ing amateurs  and  appreeiators  of  true  music  in 
several  or  all  of  our  religious  societies,  without 
regard  to  sect  or  creed,  would  meet  and  take 
counsel  together,  sketch  out  a  working  organiza- 
tion, select  the  fit  directors  and  committees  for  the 
employment  of  teachers,  &c.,  and  present  the 
whole  thing  in  a  somewhat  concrete  and  earnest 
shape,  who  can  doubt  that  their  appeal  for  funds 
to  carry  out  the  scheme  would  meet  with  a  most 
generous  and  hearty  response  in  nine  churches 
out  of  ten  ? 

What  would  supply  the  church  choirs,  would 
also  remedy  the  grand  defect  of  those  sublime 
sacred  oratorio  performances,  which  have  so  long 
been  the  custom  and  the  pride  of  Boston.  We 
have  most  efBcient  choruses.  Our  Handel  and 
Ilaydn  Society,  our  Musical  Education  Society, 
our  Mendelssohn  Choral  Society,  are  either'of 
them  adequate,  at  all  times,  to  a  satisfactory  in- 
terpretation of  the  sublime  "Messiahs"  and 
"  Creations,"  in  all  respects  except  the  solo  songs 
and  more  especially  the  passages  of  recitative. 
To  hire  the  Linds  and  Sontags,  the  Phillipses  and 
Badialis  and  Sims  Keeveses  for  this  purpose  is 
financially  impossible.  We  must  be  thankful  that 
such  God-sends  come  occasionally.  But  the 
main  reliance,  for  soprano,  alto,  tenor  and  bass 
solos,  as  well  as  for  the  chorus,  must  be  on  our 
own  domestic  talent. 

Now  the  standard  of  excellence  in  solo  singing 
is  vastly  higher  than  it  was  a  few  years  since  in 
this  community.  We  are  getting  to  be  almost  as 
exacting  as  European  audiences : — that  is,  we, 
the  sincerely  music-loving — while  the  all-confident 
Young  American  ambition,  that  extends  to  all 
spheres,  prompts  not  a  few  to  affect  at  least  to  be 
even  more  fastidiously  exacting.  Very  creditable 
examples  we  have  had  of  native,  and  sometimes 
almost  self-taught,  solo-singing  at  the  oratorios. 
But  we  need  still  better ;  we  Tieed  the  same  na- 
tive talent  refined  in  the  higher  schools  of  Art ; 
and  we  need  a  never-failing  fountain  of  still  new 
supplies  of  such.  Newspaper  praise  is  cheap, 
and  so  is  the  support  of  friends,  and  audiences, 
as  a  general  rule,  are  kind  and  patient  listeners. 
But  for  that  that  shall  really  charm  and  satisfy 
all,  by  the  pure  power  of  Art,  apart  from  per- 
sonal considerations,  we  must  depend  on  some- 
thing better  than  mere  chance  resources. 

It  is  therefore  with  great  pleasure  that  we  no- 
tice a  movement  just  commenced  in  this  direction 
by  the  government  of  our  good  old  Handel  and 


Haydn  Society.  From  what  source  could  it  more 
properly  proceed?  By  a  vote  of  the  Trustees, 
June  12th,  it  was  decided  to  establish  a  "  SoLa 
School,"  with  competent  Professors  and  Teach- 
ers, "  the  especial  object  of  which  shall  be  to 
teach  and  practice  the  Solo  and  Concerted  music 
of  the  various  Sacred  Works  and  Oratorios  of 
the  great  composers,  usually  rendered  at  the 
Society's  Winter  Concerts."  This  resolution 
was  laid  before  a  large  meeting  of  the  members 
of  the  Society,  held  in  the  Messrs.  Chickering's 
rooms  last  week,  and  was  unanimously  approved. 
The  organization  of  the  School  is  already  com- 
plete, and  its  first  session  was  announced  for 
Thursday  evening  last,  when  candidates  were  to 
be  examined  and  classes  formed.  By  the  sub- 
joined "Regulations  and  Conditions"  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  plan  in  its  economical  aspect  is 
essentially  the  same  which  our  "  Diarist "  pro- 
poses for  the  benefit  of  the  church  choirs :  i.  e. 
the  Society  educates  the  singers  for  the  sake  of 
their  services  in  its  oratorios. 

1st.  The  School  shall  be  under  the  direct  super- 
vision of  the  President,  Vice  President,  Secretary, 
and  two  Trustees,  chosen  at  any  regular  meetina: 
of  the  Board.  It  shall  be  open  to  the  visits  of  all 
the  members  of  the  Government,  but  to  none 
others. 

2d.  It  shall  have  a  Pianist,  and  such  vocal 
Teacher  or  Teachers  as  the  Board  of  Trustees 
shall  from  time  to  time  appoint  ;  said  Pianist 
being  the  accompanist  at  all  meetings  in  class, 
and  said  vocal  Teacher  or  Teachers  giving  lessons 
in  private  and  in  class,  as  may  be  desired,  or  as 
will  best  serve  the  interest  and  purposes  of  the 
School. 

3d.  The  School  shall  be  open  to  any  member 
of  the  Society,  and  such  ladies  as  the  Board  of 
Trustees  may  invite,  who,  possessing  proper  capa- 
cities and  vocal  ability,  shall  pass  an  approved 
examination  before  the  Supervisors,  and  who  shall 
sign  their  names,  assenting  to  its  Regulations  and 
Conditions. 

4th.  During  such  portions  of  the  year  as  the 
Board  of  Trustees  shall  determine,  it  shall  hold 
weekly  evening  sessions  in  class,  for  the  teaching 
and  practice  of  such  sacred  mnsic  as  the  Super- 
visors may  appoint  or  approve,  and  lessons  in 
private  shall  be  given  when  deemed  necessary  or 
advisable. 

5th.  Members  of  the  Society,  lady-students, 
and  others  entering  the  School,  will  be  expected 
to  be  punctual  in  attendance  at  all  class  meetings 
and  lessons,  and  to  practice  and  sustain  all  such 
solo  or  concerted  parts  as  may  he   assigned  them. 

6th.  The  instructions  of  this  School  being 
wholly  gratuitous  to  the  members,  they  shall,  on 
their  part,  when  desired  by  the  Solo  Committee 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  render  such  aid  and 
service  at  the  Winter  Concerts  and  Rehearsals  of 
the  Society  as  maybe  required  of  them  during  the 
year. 

7th.  Amateurs  and  others  interested  in  sacred 
music,  wishing  the  practice  of  this  School,  may  be 
admitted  to  its  weekly  sessions  by  a  vote  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  upon  special  conditions,  and 
the  payment  of  fifteen  dollars,  for  the  term  of 
three  months'  practice  and  instruction. 

8th.  Any  dereliction  of  duty  or  requirement  on 
the  part  of  members,  students,  professors,  or  teach- 
ers, connected  with  this  School,  shall  be  left  solely 
to  the  President,  Vice  President,  and  Secretary, 
and  their  action  in  any  case  referred  to  them  shall 
be  final. 


J.  L.  Fairbanks,  Pres. 
George  Hews,  Vice  Pres. 
H.  L.  Hazei.ton,  Sec'y, 
L.  B.  Barnes,  Trustee, 
I.  I.  Harwood,       " 


Board  of 
Supervisors. 


We  understand  that  Mr.  Arthoeson  has  been 
engaged  as  principal  vocal  teacher,  and  that  Mr. 
MuLLER,  the  organist  and  maestro  al  cembalo  of 
the  society  will  officiate  as  pianist.  But  the  spirit 
of  the  plan  is  generous  and  contemplates  the 
bringing  in  of  various  teachers,  as  the  peculiar 
wants  and  aptitudes  of  scholars  may  require. 
With  such  provisions,  and  under  such  managers, 
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especially  ■with  such  energetic  and  far-seeing 
economy  as  now  occupies  the  presidential  chair  of 
the  Society,  the  Solo  School  seems  destined  to 
succeed,  and  with  wise  management  may  grow  to 
the  importance  of  a  true  Classical  Academy  of 
Song;  for  the  music,  which  is  to  form  the  theme 
and  staple  of  their  study,  is  of  the  loftiest  char- 
acter and  by  the  greatest  masters ;  and  when  to 
this  is  added  the  opportunity  of  the  best  vocal 
and  jesthetic  training,  we  shall  have  assurance  of 
such  sound  artistic  culture  in  our  young  men  and 
women  blessed  with  voices,  as  shall  erelong  make 
it  a  pleasure  rather  than  an  exercise  of  patience 
to  listen  to  their  recitatives  and  arias  in  those 
noble  oratorios,  in  which  one  has  so  often  longed 
for  the  great  choral  floods  of  harmony  to  roll  forth 
that  he  might  all  forget  the  personalities  of 
singers. 


Music  in  Milwaukie. 

A  truly  musical  friend  in  that  remarkably 
musical  city  sends  us  the  following  pleasing  infor- 
mation : 

"  There  is  not  much  going  on  here  now  in  the 
musical  line,  it  being  so  late  in  the  season.  I  came 
just  in  time  for  the  last  concert  of  the  Milwaukie 
Musical  Society — the  forty-second  since  its  com- 
mencement about  five  or  six  years  ago.  Consid- 
ering all  the  circumstances,  I  was  really  very 
much  pleased  with  the  performances.  The  active 
members  are  nearly  all  amateurs  and  a  good  deal 
of  credit  is  due  to  their  Director,  Mr.  Balatka, 
a  very  energetic  and  efficient  man,  for  the  way 
in  which  he  devotes  himself  entirely  to  the  im- 
provement and  rise  of  his  charge.  He  has  estab- 
lished a  school  for  the  training  of  vocal  and  in- 
strumental forces  and  does  wonders  in  the  cause 
of  music.  I  venture  to  say  that  Milwaukie  is  far 
ahead  of  any  other  Western  and  many  an  Eastern 
city  in  this  respect.  At  this  concert  I  was  par- 
ticularly pleased  with  the  choruses,  which  were 
remarkable  for  fine,  fresh  voices  (all  German,  I 
think)  and  very  correct  shading.  There  were 
two  or  three  of  them,  an  overture,  a  tenor  solo, 
the  soprano  duet  from  the  Freysclmtz,  an  andante 
from  a  Quintet  by  Onslo%v,  beautifully  played 
by  amateurs,  and,  as  the  only  piece  of  humbug,  a 
flute  solo  with  variations,  &c.  The  audience  was 
as  much  interested  as  any  one  could  wish. 

"  During  the  winter  there  are  private  quartet, 
quintet  and  singing  clubs  which  meet  regularly 
and  play  and  sing  good  music." 


Opsra  in  New  York, 

Max  Maretzek  opened  the  first  specimen  of 
his  new  importation  of  singing  birds  in  Castle 
Garden  on  Friday  evening  of  last  week.  ~  The 
heat  and  the  approaching  bustle  of  the  "glorious 
Fourth  "  reduced  his  audience,  which  nevertheless 
was  numerous,  and  the'  first  impression,  as  de- 
scribed by  trustworthy  reporters,  was  encouraging 
for  the  success  of  the  new  troupe.  The  piece 
■was  the  oft  repeated  Lucia  di  Lammermoor,  which 
was  also  given  on  the  second  night.  The  orches- 
tra is  said  to  be  large  and  effective,  only  laborini* 
under  the  old  infirmity  of  too  much  brass,  at 
least  of  the  trombone  genus,  so  liberally  expended 
throughout  the  whole  play  as  to  leave  no  possibil- 
ity of  any  climax  at  the  end.  The  principal 
singers,  as  we  have  before  stated,  were  all  new 
names.  Three  stepped  to  the  footlights  upon  this 
occasion,  and  it  has  been  hinted  that  Max  was 


still  keeping  his  prime  cards  in  reserve.  These 
three  acquitted  themselves  honorably,  as  we  may 
judge  from  the  Courier  §•  Enquirer  critic's  brief 
notes,  which  agree  essentially  with  those  of  other 
papers.     He  says : 

Donna  Valerie  Gomez,  the  soprano,  is  slight 
in  figure  and  not  devoid  of  personal  beauty  ;  and 
as  is  her  person  so  is  her  voice.  It  is  thin  but 
not  unpleasant  in  quality ;  and  were  it  not  for  an 
unfortunate  proclivity  to  singing  sharp,  she  would 
make  a  very  acceptable  prima  donna.  She  sings 
delicate  passages  in  her  middle  register  with  much 
neatness.  She  is  quite  self-possessed  ;  but  has  no 
remarkable  trait  of  style  or  personal  bearing. 

Signor  Neri  Beraldi  has  one  of  the  sweetest 
and  purest  tenor  voices,  perhaps  the  sweetest  and 
purest,  ever  heard  in  this  country.  Its  quality  is 
delicious,  its  compass  more  than  ordinary,  and  its 
volume  quite  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  give  good 
effect  of  light  and  shade  to  his  performance.  This 
charming  voice  he  uses  with  an  undeniably  cor- 
rect method  ;  and  if  his  singing  did  not  lack  in- 
telligence and  fervor  he  would  cause  us  to  think 
less  regretfully  of  some  of  his  predecessors.  Like 
the  soprano  he  has  no  striking  characteristics  of 
style  or  manner.  He  is  quite  young  and  in  per- 
son is  much  like  Mr.  Anderson,  the  tragedian. 

The  baritone,  Signor  Graziani,  we  welcome 
as  a  much  desired  acquisition  to  our  operatic  force. 
Young,  with  a  fine  penson,  a  manly  carriage,  and 
no  little  histrionic  ability,  he  has  also  a  voice  of 
noble  quality  and  volume.  He  has  that  nameless 
power,  sometimes  called  magnetic,  sometimes  sym- 
pathetic, of  making  an  impression  on  his  audience, 
they  cannot  tell  why  or  how.  He  made  the  de- 
cided success  of  the  evening.  His  style  is  some- 
thing like  that  of  Badiali ;  of  whom,  however,  he 
has  the  advantage  only  in  his  youth,  and  the 
freshness  of  his  voice. 

The,  performance  passed  off  very  pleasantly, 
with  the  usual  encores,  and  the  summons  before 
the  curtain  after  each  act.  Max  Maretzek 
was  warmly  received,  and  directed  the  orchestra 
with  all  his  wonted  spirit  and  skill. 

The  next  piece  put  upon  the  stage  (Thursday 
of  this  week)  was  Maria  di  Hohan,  with  Jlme. 
Bertucca-Maretzek  for  soprano,  and  SIgnora 
Martine  d'Ormy,  said  to  be  a  remarkable  con- 
tralto. If  Maretzek  has  organized  a  company 
who  average  well  throughout,  so  that  an  entire 
opera  is  done  artistically,  it  may  be  greater  gain 
to  opera-lovers  than  the  old  plan  of  one  or  two 
bright  stars  with  a  nebulous  surrounding  of  infe- 
rior talent.  It  was  rather  severe  trumpet-blow- 
ing, however,  in  his  first  general  announcement, 
where  this  new  troupe  was  declared  to  embrace 
"  the  greatest  array  of  talent  ever  brought  to- 
gether in  this  country  or  in  Europe"  !  The  lack 
of  antecedent  fame,  on  the  part  of  nearly  all 
these  singers,  need  not  forebode  failure.  Had  we 
not  Bosio  all  unheralded  ?  Was  not  the  enthu- 
siasm she  created  here  in  Boston  prelude  and 
prophecy  of  the  great  fame  which  she  has  since 
created  in  Paris  and  in  London  ? 

There  is  light  English  Opera  again  at  Niblo's : 
which  means  that  the  same  four  familiar  pieces  of 
the  Auber  and  Balfe  stamp  are  taking  their  turn 
again ;  viz  :  the  "  Enchantress,"  "  Bohemian 
Girl,"  "  Crown  Diamonds,"  and  "  Daughter  of 
the  Regiment."  Mme.  AniSTA  Thillox,  after 
charming  plenty  of  gold  from  California  wallets, 
is  again  playing  the  "  Enchantress  "  to  the  delight 
of  Broadway  crowds. 


Oratorios  next  Winter. 

Our  three  oratorio  societies  are  vigorously  or- 
ganizing for  the  next  autumn  and  winter  cam- 
paign. What  the  old  Handel  and  Haydn  Society 
are  doing,  we  have  told   above.     The   incorpora- 


tion and  choice  of  officers  of  the  Mendelssohn 
Choral  Society  we  have  also  chronicled.  The 
Musical  Education  Society,  too,  have  just  unani- 
mously accepted  an  act  of  incorporation  granted 
by  the  last  Legislature,  and  chosen  the  following 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year : 

President,  (W.  F.  Goodwin,  Esq.  declining  a  re- 
election,) George  A.  Lord  ;  Vice  President,  Alvah 
Spear  ;  Financial  Secretary,  James  D.  Kent ;  Re- 
cording Secretary,  Wm.  B.  Merrill ;  Treasurer, 
Washington  Warren  ;  Librarian,  Wm.  F.  Smith  ; 
Directors,  James  W.  Bailey,  Joseph  Sherwin,  N. 
Bioughton,  Jr.,  Geo.  T.  Stearns,  JohnAlbree,  Jr., 
James  B.  Hill,  H.  W.  Bowen. 

Here  is  material  and  power  enough,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  stimulus  of  wholesome  emulation, 
to  realize  a  rich  season  in  this  noble  branch  of 
lyric  Art.  May  wise  counsels  and  high  aspira- 
tions only  prevail !  Especially  in  the  most  im- 
portant matter  of  the  selection  of  works  for  study 
and  performance.  Such  opportunities  are  too 
precious  to  be  waste-d,  or  half  wasted  upon  trifles, 
upon  unsatisfactory  humdrum  pieces  ;  upon  repe- 
titions of  Neukoram's  "David,"  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  some  who  are  fond  of  the  easy  shouting 
in  its  choruses ;  or  upon  such  a  sickly  thing  as 
Donizetti's  "  Martyrs,"  which  consumed  a  winter 
of  such  rare  advantage  as  the  having  Hattox 
for  director ;  or  upon  the  idle  beating  about  for 
novelties  which  do  not  pay, — at  least,  which  yield 
no  lasting  satisfaction.  We  never  yet  have  had 
too  many  of  the  standard,  master  oratorios.  The 
"  Messiah  "  and  the  "  Creation  "  are  well  known, 
and  pretty  sure  to  recur  periodically.  "  Samson  " 
and  "  Judas  Maccaba;us,"  too,  have  had  their  fair 
share  of  attention  in  these  past  years.  But 
where  is  the  grandest  of  grand  oratorios  (so  far 
as  its  mountain  ranges  of  great  chorus  are  con- 
cerned,— and  it  is  the  choruses  which  constitute 
the  real  power  and  charm  of  oratorios,  until  we 
have  the  ^reatei  solo  singers) — where  is  "Israel 
in  Egypt  ?"  Mendelssohn's  "  St.  Paul,"  and 
"  Elijah,"  too,  are  yet  far  from  having  reached 
the  hearts  of  our  people,  as  they  are  surely 
bound  to  do  when  they  shall  have  been  repeatedly 
and  fairly  heard. 

We  make  bold  to  express  the  hope,  therefore, 
and  very  earnestly,  that,  what  with  all  this  choral 
material,  the  next  winter  may  not  fail  to  give  us 
at  least  (/iese  two  things  :  the  "Israel  in  Egypt" 
and  the  "  Elijah."  Both  are  difficult,  but  both 
are  of  the  enduring  and  the  glorious  order,  and 
such  as  will  reward  with  the  sweetest  sense  of 
difficulties  overcome  to  admirable  purpose.  The 
contrast  in  the  characters  of  these  two  pieces,  too, 
will  bring  them  fitly  into  one  season's  programme  ; 
the  one  being  altogether  choral,  epic  and  sublime, 
■with  but  few  solos,  some  of  which  might  be  omit- 
ted, although  their  Handelian  quaintness  is  well 
worth  preserving  ;  the  other  so  dramatic,  modern, 
Mendelssohnian.  Will  not  some  one  or  two  of 
our  societies  see  it  worth  their  while  to  put  a  right 
heart)',  earnest  season's  ivork  into  the  preparation 
of  these  two  things  ! 

How  far  the  Societies  may  have  already  shaped 
their  programmes  we  are  not  informed.  We  only 
know  that  the  Mendelssohn  Society  have  voted 
to  give  the  "  Messiah "  on  Christmas  Eve ;  have 
already  this  summer  made  some  studies  upon 
Beethoven's  noble  Mass  in  C,  under  the  conduo- 
torship  of  Mr.  Kyan  ;  and  are  expecting  to  receive 
a  (to  us)  new  oratorio  by  Lindpaintner,  called 
"  The  Widow  of  Nain." 
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M.  Jullien's  Speech.  —  The  Musical  Re- 
view gives  (he  following  verbatim  report  of  the 
great  Conductor's  remarks  on  being  crowned  by 
Mr.  Fry : 

"  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  am  toLilly  unable  to  en- 
counter this  scene.  It  is  one  such  as  I  never  before  ex- 
perienced, such  a  multitude,  and  such  enthusiasm. 
AVli.it  have  I  done  to  deserve  it  ?  [Cheers  and  loud  ap- 
plause.]  I  have  merely  fnltilled  my  destiny.  All  things 
have  their  dc-stiny,  the  least  insect  witli  the  ptoudest 
man  and  there  is  no  lienor  in  the  one  more  than  the 
other.'  I  did  not  expect  to  sncceed  the  first  year  in 
America.  I  expected  to  fail,  the  first  year,  and  tlie  sec- 
ond year,  and  the  third  year.  It  was  five  years  in  Paris 
before  I  could  build  up  a  repntation,  and  I  anticipated  it 
would  be  five  before  I  could  fully  succeed  here.  But 
you  are  too  kind  to  me.  (Cries  of  No,  no,  and  cheers.] 
You  bear  me  on  to  immediate  success.  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  do  something  in  this  country  by  bringing  greater 
masses  of  artists  together  than  had  yet  assembled.  But 
I  must  not  forget  wh.it  was  done  before.  There  were 
already  great  a'rtisi.s  here;  there  was  the  Philharmonic 
SocietV,  and  the  Harmonic  Society,  and  tliose  of  other 
cities, "bodies  honorable  to  any  capital  in  the  world. 
[Loud  applause.]  Then,  too,  as  to  composition.  The 
gentleman  who  has  just  addressed  yon,  Mr.  Fry,  as  a 
composer  of  mu«ic,  for  the  orchestra,  in  the  roraiuitio 
school  of  granrleur,  is  equal  to  any  in  Europe,  any  in 
the  world.  Then  there  is  Jlr.  Bristovv,  (turning  to  that 
gentleman,  who  was  on  the  platform,)  who  in  classic 
music,  in  the  symphony,  or  the  quartet,  will  compare  in 
purity  with  the  classic  masters,  and  hold  his  place  of 
honor."     [Renewed  applause.] 
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For  Europe! 

Our  friend  the  "Diarist"  (whom  we  may  as 
■well  call  by  his  true  name,  Alexander  W. 
Thayer,  Esq.,  recently  of  the  New  York  Tribune), 
has  taken  passage  for  next  Saturday  in  the  good 
ship  "Orpheus" — appropriate  name  ! — for  Bremen. 
For  several  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  collect- 
ing and  digesting  the  materials  for  a  Life  of  Beet- 
hoven ;  and  with  a  view  to  the  further  prosecution 
of  those  inquiries,  as  well  as  for  the  recreation  of 
a  brain  long  overtaxed,  he  now  revisits  Gerrnany. 
In  spite  of  the  valedictory  sentences  which  close 
this  present  number  of  the  "  Diary,"  our  readers 
may  expect  still  to  hear  from  him  in  the  shape  of 
Diary  and  JMusical  Letters  from  Abroad.  Success 
go  with  him ! 

Mr.  Otto  Dkesel,  our  accomplished  pianist  and 
teacher,  sails  in  the  steamer  of  this  day  for  Europe. 
Ill  health  prompts  him  to  seek  three  months'  recre- 
ation among  his  many  friends  in  London,  Paris,  on 
the  Rhine,  in  Frankl'ort,  Leipsic,  Weimar,  and 
other  musical  cities  in  Germany.  We  hope  to  see 
him  back  in  October,  with  renewed  health,  ready 
to  meet  his  pupils  and  to  give  us  more  of  those 
choice  concerts. 

Dr.  S.  P.  TucKEKMAN,  after  doing  a  good  work 
in  Greenfield,  proposes  to  leave  again,  on  the 56th 
of  the  present  month,  for  England. 

PIANOS!     PIANOS!     PIANOS! 
BARGAINS  IN  PIANOS. 

The  subscribers  bsTe  in  store  new  German  Tlope'wond  Gi'.i 
octa-ve  Pianos,  at  $260.  Warrnnfecl  fully  equal  trt  the  Boston 
and  New  York  pianos,  and  one  hundred  dollars  cheaper. 

G.   P.   RTi^KO   A   Co. 

July  8.  13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum. 

G.    ANB-Rt   &    CO. 
FOREIGN      MUSIC     DEPOT, 

GIRARD    HOUSE    BUII.D11VGS, 

NI^'TiI   STREET,   ABOVE    CHESTNUT, 

July  1  PHILADELPHIA. 

mitsicaij  notice. 

T.  ERICHER,  Tcnchev  of  the  Organ,  Piano-Forte  and 
Singing,  having  closed  his  connection  as  Organist  of  the  Bow- 
doin  Square  Church,  has  removed  to  No.  73^  Tremont  Row, 
where  he  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  for  his  services 
as  Organist  aud  Teacher  of  Music.  je  24 

ADOLPH  KIELBLOCK, 

No.  30  ASH  STREET,  BOSTON. 

O^Conimunications  may  be  left  at  Mr.  Ditson's  mupic  store, 
No.  115  \Va.shiugtoa  Street.  June  10. 


VOCAL  MUSIC  IN  CLASSES. 

The  undersitrned  proposes  to  give  instruction  to  YouKO 
Ladies  in  Classes,  to  Families,  and  to  Individuals,  as  may 
be  desired,  iu  the 

Elementary  Principles  and  Practice  of  Vocal 
Music, 

According  to  the  Festatozzian  or  Inductive  Method. 

The  plan  proposed  will  not  interfere  with  instruction  in  the 
higher  branches  of  Vocal  Execution,  Style,  Expression,  etc. 
nor  supersede  its  necessity  ;  but  the  great  object  will  be,  by 
the  establishment  of  a  systeinatic,  well  directed,  and  adequate 
e'entintary  course,  to  enable  pupils  to  read  even  the  most  diffl- 
cult  music  with  ease  and  fluency — and  thus  eminently  qualify 
them  to  receive  and  prf)fit  by  their  instructions  in  the  more 
advanced  studies  of  the  Art. 

New  classes  formed  whenever  a  sufficient  number  of  pupils 
shall  apply.  The  price  of  tuition  will  be  regulated  by  the 
number  of  pupils  in  a  class.  Families  and  small  classes  met  at 
their  residences,  if  desired. 

Apply  between  the  hours  of  2  and  3  P.  M.,  at  the  rooms  of 
George  J.  Webb  &  Co,  No.  3  Winter  St. 

E.  R.  BLANCHAKD, 
Teacher  of  the  Piano,  and  Yocal  Music  in  Classes. 

Residence,  No.  24  West  Cedar  St.  Boston. 

References :  Messrs.  George  J.  Webb,  Lowell  Mason.       je  17 


A.  WEENSR  &  L.  J.  HOEFFHER, 

dealers   EN' 

IsTo.  265  "TO'ASHI]NrGTON  STKEET, 

(CORITER   OP  WINTEE  STREET.) 

PTANO-EORTES.  Seraphines,   Melodeons,  Guitars,  Violins, 
Tenors,  Violoncellos,  Basses.  Clarinets,  Flutes,  Piccolos, 
Fifes,  Accordeons,  Strings,  Bows,  etc. 

We  shall  keep  on  hand  a  great  variety  of  the  above  named 
instruments,  and  -'^hall  endeavor  to  give  satisfaction  to  all 
purchasers,  whether  they  desire  the  best  and  highest  priced, 
or  the  cheapest  instruments.  Orders  by  letter  will  be  carefully 
attended  to. 

PIANOS  TO  LET,  TUNED  AND  REPAIRED. 
Mr.  Werner  will  also  continue  to  give  instruction  on  the 
Piano,  Organ,  Flute,  Violin  and  Guitar.     Mr.  Werner  can  be 
seen  at  the  Sales-room,  or  in  the  evening  at  his  residence.  No. 
976  Washington  St.  May  27.    3m 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE  ENTIRE  AND    INIJIITABLE   ALLEGORY   OP 

THE    PILGRIM'S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  hisjourney  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
thi-'  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEl^^ETT,  Publisher. 

GEO  E.  SICKELS  is  the  otriY  adthorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also— Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  de.signed  expressly  for  it.  at  the  lowest 
prices.  '        Nov.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

IJIPOKTEK  ASD    DE.\LEU  IS 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRA'\\aNG  &  PAINTING  MATEKIALS, 

No,  13  Tremont  Row,  Boston. 

\*    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 
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GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  GO'S 

PIANO-FORTE   WAREROOMS: 
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Clinnibers,  No.  3  "Winter  Street,  Boston. 

T  this  Establishment  may  be  found  an  elegant  and  exten- 
sive assortment  of 

PIANO-FOKTES,    ~ 

at  all  price.'',  warranted  erjual  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  the  essential  properties  of  Tone,  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
Style,  and  Finish.     None  othei's  will  be  kept. 
Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AND  GITITAES. 

mr.  ''iVebb's  Ions  experience  in  the  profef'.sion  of  Mn&ic,  enn~ 
bles  U.S.  to  a?surc  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  may 
finrl  it  inconTeiiient  to  vi.=it  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  seryed  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desired,)  as  by  personal 
exiimin.ntion ;  and  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders, 
can  implicitly  rely  upon  the  exerci.se  of  Mr.  Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  favor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  be  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit. 

r7="S0LD  AT  MANUFACIDREKS'  PRICES. 
. ..  .Agents  for. . .. 
Lighte,  Newton  &  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &  Co.'s  do.      Boston. 

Goodman  &  Baldwin's  Melodeons. 
I'ebla    6m 


JUST  PUBLISHED. 

CnOP.US  PAIiTS  to  Mendelssohn's  Oratorio  of  EL1.IAH. 
CHORUS  PAIiTS  to  Handel's  Oratorio  of  the  MESSIAH. 
CLASSICAL  CnORUS  HOOK,  by  Baeeb  &  SoUTMBn. 
PESTALOZZIAN  SCHOOL  SONO  BOOK,  by  Geo.  W.  Pratt. 

George  P.  Eeed  &  Co.,  Publishers, 

nov  5  13  Tremont  Htreefc. 

MARTIN'S  GUITARS. 

THE  subscribers  are  sole  ascents  for  this  city,  for  the  sale  of 
those  justly  celebrated  Duitars.    Prices  from  ^30  to  3^60. 
Every  instrument  is  warranted  to  stand  this  climate. 

GEO.  P.  REED  &  CO.,  13  Tremont  Street. 

HE'W^S'    PATENT 
AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE:. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  pos,session  of  numerous  testi- 
moni<ils  from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  h.ive 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superifiritv,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Wcu^hington  St.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tt 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER  AND   DEALER  IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

Pfo.  344  '^'V'asliiugton  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  4  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gray's  Block,  corner  of  TTashington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

Heferences. 

Messrs.  dncKERiNO,  J.  P."  Jewett,  Geo.  Puncharp,  Boston. 

Messrs.  George  Peabodt,  B.  II.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

J.an.  21.     Sm. 

PIAmST  AND   TEACHER   OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  serTices  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Jlr  II.  may  be  addressed  at  the  nmsic 
stores  of  Nathan  RionARDSON,  282  M''ashington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co  17  Tremont  Kow. 

Keferenoes:— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  S3  Mt.  Ternon  Sc. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols  -0  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

LESSONS  IN  SINGING. 
FREBERZC    RUUOLPH 

RESPECTFULLY  announces  his  intention  to  remain  in  Bos- 
ton and  give  instructions  in  the  art  of  Singing. 
Orders  may  be  addressed   to  him  at  his  re.='idence  (United 
States  Hotel),  or  at  the  music  store  of  Mr.  Wade  or  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson. 3m  Feb.  11. 

Mile.  GABEIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

GIVES 

INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

AND  MAX  BE  ADnnESSEn  AT 

Feb.  4    Sm  55  HANCOCK  STREET. 


Mr.    OTTO    DRESEL 

TTill  return  to  Boston  by  the  first  of  October,  when  he  will  be 
prepared  to  receive  pupils  on  the  piano-forte. 
Address  mcanirhile  at  this  ofBce. 

J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Mnsic  Stores  of  Nathan  Eichardson,  or  Theo. 
T.  Barker.  3  moa.  Dec    3. 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACnER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,GUITAR, 

3  Seneca  St.,  coriier  Haii-isoii  Avenue. 

R.  De  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on   the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED.  &0. 
Boston,  April  23.  Sm 
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J.    TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence  IVo.  50  Kiiccland  Street. 

Oct.  8.    3m 

A.   W.   PRENZEL, 
T  E  A^C  H  EK    OF    MUSIC, 


No.  G  Acorn  St.. 
Apr  8 


(between  Chestnut  and  Mt.  Vernon  Sts.) 
BOSTON. 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 
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J(0)B   FESlf  SM^. 

In  all  its  various  branches, 

BTEATLT   AKTD    PKOMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY   EDWAIID    L.    BALCH, 

©ffuc  Sourral  of  pusit,  Ifla.  21  Sci)cioI  St. 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  ]iim  by  the  Mass. 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  workmanship, 
may  be  seen  at,  his  office. 

017^  MUSIC    prepared  for   Stereotyping. 

GREAT   BOOK   IN  PEESS. 

lOOlE'S  ENCYCIOP/HMA  OF  MUSIC: 

COMPILED  BY  JOHN  W.  MOOKE, 
Vnth  the  a5sistaTice  of  other  distin^-uisheci  men  in  the  musical 
world.  The  intention  of  the  author  is  to  make  a  most  com- 
plete and  thorough  work  of  the  above,  which  will  be  a  desid- 
eratum in  the  world  of  music.  It  will  be  published  in  one 
elegant  Royal  Octavo  Tolume  of  about  900  pages,  double  col- 
umns, and  will  contain  a  complete 

Dictionary  of  Musical  Terms, 

A  HISTORT  OF  THE  SCIEISrCE  OF  KTUSIC. 
from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  on  Harmony  and  Thorough  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  Musical  Instruments,  with  the 
names  of  the  most  disticgnishod  makers,  :ind  a  complete  Musi- 
cal Biography  of  over  three  thousand  oflhe  mostdistinguit^hed 
Composers  and  Musicinns  who  have  ever  lived.  Mr.  Moore  has 
spent  several  years  in  compiling  this  valuable  work.  It  is  now 
going  through  the  press  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S. — The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluable 
to  every  professional  musician,  and  to  every  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring ;  we  hope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  has 
been  delayed  on  account  of  the  immense  labor  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  tlie  difficulty  of  Ptereotyping  a  work  so  full  of  examples. 
The  delay,  however,  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  be Si4  00. 

The  price,  bound  in  half  calf,  will  be.  ...4  50. 
JOHN  P.  .lEWETT,  &  Co., 
Publishers,  17  and  19  CornhilL  Boston  ; 
JEWETT,  PROCTOR  &  WORTHINGTON, 

Cleveland. 
Will  be  for  sale  by  all  the  book  and  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  -      Feb.  11. 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr.  0.  DTTSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 
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THE  MODERN  SCHOOL 

— FOR,  THE—- 

S=^  31  j^  3!^  C^  -  E^  C^  lEl.  T  :E3  , 

HAS  MET  WITH  THE  GREATEST  POSSIBLE  SUCCESS 
and  has  created  more  excitement  among  Instruction  Book 
makers  and  publishers  than  any  other  Method  before  heard  of; 
for  the  reason  that  it  is  bomethinq  new,  and  thorougult 
ADAPTED  TO  ITS  PURPOSE.  It  is  a  ''Yankee"  invention,  and 
the  only  work  in  existence  that  is  universally  commended 
iiotiviih^tanding  the  great  opposition  which  has  so  long  been 
main'aintd  agaiiist  every  musical  ivotk  Jrotn  the  pen  oy  an 
American.  The  Author  feels  much  flattered  with  the  interest 
both  foreign  and  American  Professors  have  taken  in  introducing 
his  method  ;  it  certainly  is  its  best  recommendation.  The 
"  Modern  School  "  is  not  only  known  in  this  country,  but  in 
Germany,  France  and  England. 

Publishers,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  already  feel  the  in- 
fluence of  this  Instruction  Book,  and  it  has  induced  them  to 
overhaul  their  old  and  long- forgotten  "Methods,"  shake  off 
the  dust  and  disguise  them  in  a  modern  suit,  and  present  them 
to  the  present  generation  as  something  new.  In  fact,  every 
work  less  than  a  hundred  years  old  is  now  making  its  re-appear- 
ance. 

THE  MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PIANO-FORTE  is 
bound  to  sustain  its  reputation  aud  we  challenge  any  publisher 
in  this  country  or  iu  any  other,  to  produce  a  method  for  the 
Piano  that  has  stood  or  will  stand  the  same  examination  and 
criticism  as  the  Modtrn  School  for  the  Piano- Forte. 

The  Author,  Mr.  NATHAN  RICHARDSON,  has  just  re- 
turned from  Europe,  where  he  has  met  with  the  most  flattering 
success  with  his  lustruction  Book,  it  having  passed  a  critical 
examination  by  the  most  distinguished  teachers,  and  been 
pronounced  a  great  improvement  upon  all  other  methods 
by  the  highest  authority  of  the  old  country. 

Among  the  many  Professors  who  examined  this  work,  and 
gave  their  written  recommendations,  we  will  mention 

JULIUS     KNORR, 

(well  known  in  this  country,)  who  admitted  to  the  Author 
personally  that  there  is  no  instruction  book  at  the  present  day 
that  will  compare  with  the  MODERN  SCHOOL  as  regards 
true  merit,  and  will  answer  so  fully  its  purpose.  He  gave  his 
written  testimonial  as  follows  : 

After  a  careful  examination  of  "  The  Modern  School  for  the 
Piauo-Forte,"  by  Mr.  Nachau  Richardson,  I  am  convinced  that 
it  presents  a  full  and  accurate  compendium  of  all  that  is  mo.=>t 
essential  to  the  acquirement  of  a  good  execution.  It  has, 
moreover,  the  merit  ot  entire  consistency  in  its  system  of  fin- 
geriug,  which  is  occasionally  new,  buc  always  thoroughly 
adapted  to  its  end.  The  work  cannot  be  sufficiently  reeom- 
meuded,  especially  to  those  players  who  make  vimio^ity,  or 
brilliant  execution,  one  end  of  Eheir  studies.  An  interesting 
featui-e  of  the  book  will  certainly  be  found  by  many  in  its  ana- 
tomical descriptions  of  the  bones,  muscles,  and  ligaments  of 
the  hand.  JULIUS  KNORR. 

Leipsic,  April,  1854. 

Those  who  are  about  to  purchase  an  Instruction  Book  for 
the  Piano-Forte  should  not  fail  to  examine  this  work  before 
any  other,  and  they  will  be  satisfied  that  it  is  the  most  tho- 
rough, progressive  and  comprehensive  method  ever  published, 
and  those  who  practice  out  of  it  will  improve  wonderfully.  It 
is  also  decidedly  cheaper  than  any  other.  Why?  Because  it 
contains  248  pages,  and  is  printed  upon  the  finest  paper,  em- 
bracing several  beautiful  colored  plates,  and  bound  in  splendid 
embossed  cloth,  full  gilt;  presenting  the  most  magnificent 
appearance  of  any  music  book  ever  laid  upon  the  piano. 

Single  copy, $4. 

To  satisfy  the  Public  that  the 

MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PIANO-FORTE 
is  the  best  lustruction  Book  published,  we  give  for  reference 
the  following-  names  of  distinguished  Professsors  of  Music,  who 
have  given  the  most  complimentary  recommendations  : 

LOWELL  MASON,  S.  A.  BANCROFT, 

GEO.  J.  WEBB,  F.  G.  HILL, 

ALFRED  JAELL,  J.  B.  WHEATON, 

WM.  MASON,  N.  B    CLAPP,      , 

GEO.  F.  ROOT,  H.  PERABEAU, 

W.  B.  BRADBURY,  W.  R.  BABCOCK, 

A.  DREYSCHOCK,  W.  C.  GLYNN, 

OTTO  DRESEL,  F.  F.  MDLLER. 

CARL  BERGMANN,  L.  H.  SOUTHARD, 

A.  KREISSMANN,  J.  TRENKLE, 

F.  H.  HOWARD,  T.  BRICHER, 

AUGUST  GOCKEL,  A.  BAUMBACH, 

A.  W.  FRENZEL,  B.  F    LEAYENS, 

A.  KIELBLOCK,  JAMES  FLINT, 

A.  T.  THORUP,  ED.  BRUCE, 
NEW  YORK  MUSICAL  REVIEW, 
NEW  YORK  MUSICAL  WOULD  AND  TIMES,    - 

DWIGHT'S  JOURNAL  OF  MUSIC. 

Published  at  the 

MUSICAL   EXCHANGE, 
282  Wasliington  Street,  Boston, 

BY    NA.THA.N    RlCMA-RIiSONj 

and  for  sale  at.  all  tlae  principal  Mu5;ic  Stores  in  the  Uiiited 
States  and  English  Provinces.    All  orders  promptly  executed. 
N.  B. — A  list  of  recommendations,  from  one  to  two  hundred, 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  author. 


The  name  of  KBTOBB  in  commendation  of  an 
Instruction  Book  has  often  been  sought,  and 
when  obtained  considered  a  leading  induce- 
ment for  Teachers  and  Scholars  to  adopt  the 
work.  Here  we  have  a  Method  by  Knorr  him- 
self, in  which  is  comprised  all  that  vast  accumu- 
lation of  Musical  Knowledge,  as  it  relates  to  the 
Piano,  which  has  made  his  name  so  celebrated, 
and  his  word  of  approval  so  desirable. 

THOSE,  THEREFORE,  WHO  HAVE  ADOPTED  A  WORK 
BECAUSE  JULIUS  KNOKE  RECOMMENDED  IT, 
WILL  NOT  FAIL  DDLY  TO  API'KECIATE  A  TOLU.ME  OF 
INSTRUCTION  DIRECTLY  FROM  THE  PEN  OF  THAT 
TALENTED  ARTIST. 

THE  MOST  COMPLETE 

PIABTO-FOETE    INSTEUCTION    BOOK 

OF     THE    AGE. 

A.  E.  MiTLLEK'S  METHOD 

FOR  THE 

2=»  X -^  HJO"  O  -  iF' C:»  St 'CI?' E3  : 

REVISED    BY 

JULIUS    KNORR, 

TRANSLATED  FROM  TUE  GERMAN  BY 

G.    A.    SCHMITT. 

The  Musical  World  and  Times  says  of  this  work  :  "  It  is 
admirably  suited  to  promote  the  study  of  the  Piano-Forte,  for 
it  is  one  of  the  most  complete  works,  in  this  line,  ever  pub- 
lished in  this  country,  while  it  is  based  on  the  soundest  prin- 
ciples of  teaching.  MUller  seizes  upon  the  pupil  from  the 
earliest  age,  and  from  the  simplest  lessons  leads  him,  step  by 
step,  methodically  to  the  fullest  development  of  his  physical 
powers,  and  to  the  highest  acquirements  of  the  instrument. 
There  is  one  part  of  this  Method  which  cannot  he  too  highly 
praised;  this  is  the  developement  given  by  the  author  to  the 
E.xercises  with  the  hand  in  a  quiescent  state.  Explanations  on 
embellishments,  musical  elocution,  and  other  matters  are  given 
with  particular.s  entirely  new.  An  excellent  chapter  is  de- 
voted to  the  performance  in  two  and  more  parts  {strict  style) 
of  earh  hand  separately;  a  novelty  in  instruction  books  as 
yet  published  in  this  country.  We  recommend  the  book  to 
the  attention  of  both  professional  men  and  such  musical  ama- 
teurs as  are  desirous  of  becoming  able  and  correct  players  on 
an  instrument  whose  resources  are  boundless,  and  whose  popu- 
larity is  daily  increasing." 

Numerous  letters  have  already  been  received  from  distin- 
guished Professors  of  Music,  copies  of  many  of  which  will  soDn 
be  publi.shed.  There  is  but  one  opinion  expressed  respecting 
MUller  and  Knorr's  Method,  and  that  is  earnest  in  its  praise. 

From  lengthy  notices  of  the  Boston  press,  the  following  are 
selected : — 

"  This  volume  contains  all  that  is  required  to  make  not  only 
ag'ood,  but  an  admirable  pianist." — Boston  Atlas. 

"  A  pupil  who  shall  follow  the  rudhnents  here  given,  cannot 
fail  of  becoming  an  accomplished  performer." — Transcript. 

"  A  legacy  of  inestimable  worth  to  our  growing  love  of  the 
Art." — Post. 

"  An  elaborate  aud  valuable  directory  to  the  art  of  piano- 
forte playing." — Traveller. 

"  It  contains  a  plainer  system  of  instruction  than  we  remem- 
ber to  have  ever  met  with  in  any  similar  publication." — Am. 

Union. 

"  One  of  the  best,  if  not  the  very  best  (notwithstanding  the 
acknowledged  excellence  of  Bertini's  Method)  Piano  Instruction 
Book  ever  published  in  this  country." — Privateer, 

"Best  and  most  thorough  Method  for  the  Piano  ever  pub- 
lished. Even  old  players  will  deem  it  a  valuable  companion." 
— Christian  Freeman. 

*'  This  is  unquestionably  a  work  of  superior  excellence  " — 
Pathfinder. 

This  translation  has  been  made  by  a  German  teacher,  who 
brought  to  the  task  the  results  of  a  long  experience  in  Piano- 
forte teaching,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe. 

The  German  Text  will  be  found  valuable  to  many  Teachers 
and  Scholars. 

The  work  is  comprised  in  170  large  quarto  pages. 

Complete^  T^vo  Parts  in  one, $3. 

Separate  Pai*ts,  cacli ga. 

The  FIRST  PART  contains  the  Elements  of  Music,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  Piano  ;  a  systematic  synopsis  of  the  Rules  of 
Fingering;  explanations  of  different  modes  of  Musical  Elocu- 
tion :  interwoven  in  all  of  whiih  is  a  useful  Guide  to  the 
Teacher. 

The  SECOND  PART  treats  of  Mechanical  Matters,  or  all 
that  belongs  to  the  department  of  Fingering  exclusively. 
More  fully  carried  out  by  Knorr  in  this,  than  in  any  of  his 
other  works. 

Published  by  OLIVER  DITSON,  Boston: 
Bekrt  &   GoRDox,    New   York:    J.  E.  Gocld,   Philadelphia: 
D.  A.  Truax,  Cincinnati :  and  by  Music  Dealers  generally. 
[O^Copies  can  be  sent  by  mail. 


%tiXtx-^xts%,  fflugu  aniy  3oti  f  rhttinfl-g&g'ug.      No,  21  ^cfiool  ^t. 


^. 


16 


6; 


% 


Ig-V 


^^nffiffijir^^ 


VOL.    V-. 


BOSTON,    SATURDAY,    JULY    15,    1854. 


NO.   15. 


iraiglit's  ^niirncl  nf  Mum, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATURDAY. 


(  BY 
i     " 


CAKKIEE,   $2.50 


PER  ANSUM, 


IN  ADVANCE. 


ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Music,  hut  with 
glances  at  the  whole  "World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  Literature ; 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  Reviews  of  Concerts, 
Oratorios,  Operas  ;  with  timely  Analyses  of  the  notable  "Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  Music  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  significant  Musical  News  from  all  parts ;  gathered  from 
English,  German,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essays  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instru- 
ments, theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  ;  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
Social,  and  Religious  bearings  ;  on  Music  in  the  Church,  the 
Concert-room,  the  Theatre,  the  Chamber,  and  the  Street,  &c. 
6.  Translations  from  the  best  German  and  French  writers  upon 
Music  and  Art.  7.  Occasional  Notices  of  Sculpture,  Painting, 
Architecture,  Poetry,  JEsthetic  Books,  the  Drama,  &c. — 
8.  Original  and  Selected  Poems,  short  Tales,  Anecdotes,  &c. 

O^  Hack  numbers,  from  the  commencement,  can  be  fur- 
nished.   Also  bound  copies  of  the  first  two  years. 

Postage,  if  paid  in  advance,  for  any  distance  within  the 
State,  thirteen  cents  a  year ;  if  not  in  advance,  twenty-six 
cents.    To  all  places  beyond  the  State,  double  these  rates. 
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[Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Review  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY  A.  OULIBICHEFF. 
(Continued  from  p.  107  ) 
Boforo  Gluck  and  Mozart  this  error  was  ex- 
cusable. The  Italian  opera  was  the  best  that 
•was  known,  or  rather  it  was  the  only  one,  which 
really  was  music.  The  friends  of  music  therefore 
had  no  choice,  and  it  is  something  altogether 
natural  to  take  the  best  one  knows,  for  the  best 
that  is  possible.    But  if  I  hear  to-day  a  national 


opera  music  mentioned  with  a  certain  pride  or  a 
certain  patriotic  feeling,  be  it  in  what  land  it  may, 
I  really  do  not  understand  what  is  meant  by  it. 
There  are  two  kinds  of  music,  one  of  which  is 
always  confessedly  national,  and  the  other  really 
so :  these  are  popular  melodies  and  the  church 
song.  The  former,  because  they  are  a  natural 
product  and  to  a  certain  degree  the  expression 
of  the  inner  life  of  the  people  that  sings  them, 
and  consequently  owe  their  power,  their  merit 
and  their  charm  to  this  origin.  They  possess  the 
virtue  of  making  things  present  to  us  ;  a  conjuring 
spell,  to  summon  the  dear  and  holy  images  of  the 
fatherland  before  our  souls,  the  moment  we  hear 
them  in  certain  situations  in  which  every  one 
may  sometimes  find  himself  The  intrinsic  mat- 
ter of  a  melody  exerts  no  influence  on  the  power 
of  the  impression,  which  it  can  awaken  as  a 
national  song.  A  Swiss  organist,  living  far  away 
from  his  mountains,  will  many  a  time  prefer  the 
ranz-des-vaches  to  all  the  preludes  of  Bach  and 
Handel.  And  the  same  feelings  more  or  less  are 
stirred  in  every  man,  to  whatever  people  he  may 
belong,  especially  when  he  hears  melodies,  which 
recall  certain  spots  that  are  dear  to  him  above  all 
others,  or  events  with  which  they  chance  to  be 
peculiarly  associated  in  his  mind. 

Quite  analagous  reasons  secure,  or  should  se- 
*cure  the  special  organization  of  the  church  song 
among  nations  attached  to  their  own  cultus.  This 
song  may  be  good  or  bad  music  in  itself;  it  passes 
for  the  best  where  it  has  long  existed.  Every- 
where the  spiritual  melodies  have  identified  them- 
selves with  the  national  religion ;  men  know 
them  from  their  childhood ;  they  hear  them  at 
the  most  solemn  stadia  of  life ;  in  them  lies  the 
power  of  awakening  even  in  the  most  indifferent 
souls  the  thought  of  a  high  and  mysterious  anti- 
quity, the  thought  of  something  that  is  and  was 
and  ever  shall  be.  If  the  hearers  are  not  capa- 
ble of  appreciating  a  learned  church  composition 
as  a  work  of  Art,  yet  they  feel  it  in  the  depths  of 
their  hearts  as  the  expression  of  the  Christian 
thought.  Men,  who  assemble  for  prayer  to  God, 
do  not  hear  music  with  the  critical  ear  of  a  con- 
noisseur, or  with  the  fastidious  ear  of  a  dilettante. 
Even  the  best  judges,  if  they  are  Christians,  or 
have  only  a  little  taste,  are  offended  by  every 
distraction,  which  brings  them  too  directly  back 
to  their  profane  enjoyments.  A  radical  departure 
therefore  from  the  church  melodies,  such  as  too 
frequently  has  been  made  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury and  in  our  days,  is  nothing  but  a  destruction 


of  a  train  of  ideas  operating  in  the  most  compact 
and  powerful  manner  on  the  imagination ;  it  is 
an  outright  destruction  of  the  poetry  of  the  na- 
tional cultus.  It  is  nOt  necessary  in  any  other 
way  to  establish  this  maxim,  that  church  music 
in  part  derives  its  peculiarities  and  its  power  from 
its  antiquity,  whereas  in  the  secular  style  the 
converse  is  the  case ;  it  commonly  maintains  itself 
only  by  its  novelty. 

Two  branches  of  music,  and  indeed  just  the 
two  extremes ; — the  people's  song,  in  which  Art 
stands  at  zero ;  and  the  sacred  kind,  upon  which 
in  some  lands  all  the  resources  of  Art  are  ex- 
pended,— have  thus  the  right  and  the  necessity  of 
being  national,  which  fortunately  exempts  them 
from  the  tribute  which  other  branches  pay  to 
fashion.  But  how  do  they  manage  to  maintain 
themselves  in  this  state  of  stability  ?  As  we  have 
seen,  by  the  association  of  moral  thoughts,  which 
they  awaken,  and  which  they  possess  the  power 
of  representing.  Nei.her  the  edification,  which 
Christians  derive  from  the  introduction  of  church 
music  into  their  common  congregations,  nor  the 
patriotic  satisfaction,  with  which  in  certain  cir- 
cumstances we  hear  our  country's  song,  are  purely 
musical  enjoyments.  Armed  with  its  peculiar 
property  of  conjuring  up  the  memories,  with 
which  it  is  associated,  and  of  enhancing  our  spirit- 
ual emotions,  Music  operates  no  more  alone 
and  through  its  own  peculiar  power,  but  also, 
and  especially,  as  the  vehicle  of  an  activity  of 
soul,  of  which  it  is  only  the  mediate  and  secondary 
cause. 

With  the  exception  of  the  two  cases  in  which 
the  impression  of  music  mingles  with  the  national 
and  religious  feelings,  there  is  no  occasion  to  con- 
sider what  it  might  gain  by  becoming  German, 
Russian,  French,  or  Italian,  supposing  it  to  rely 
wholly  on  its  own  resources.  Is  it  not  its  most 
precious  advantage  over  all  spoken  languages, 
that  it  is  a  universal  language,  the  elements 
whereof  lie  in  nature,  and  in  the  universal  laws 
of  the  human  organization,  admitting,  neither  in 
a  theoretic  nor  an  ajsthetic  point  of  view,  of  any 
local  tradition  or  differences  between  rai'es?  In 
the  state  of  nature.  Music  is  always  special,  be- 
cause it  is  still  very  imperfect ;  the  more  perfect 
it  becomes,  the  more  universal  does  it  seek  to  be. 
The  universality,  which  is  one  of  its  essential 
attributes,  is  also  the  goal  to  which  it  must  strive. 
Let  us  understand  one  another.  By  means  of  its 
intrinsic  peculiarities  Music  corresponds  to  the 
different  emotions  of  the  soul  only  in  a  general 
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and,  so  to  say,  abstract  manner.  If  the  question 
be  bow  to  bring  before  tlic  bearers  the  impression, 
or  more  strictly  speaking,  the  musical  equivalent 
of  an  emotion,  our  art  presents  no  object,  which 
can  awaken  this  in  us,  as  poetrj-  and  painting 
can  ;  it  applies  neither  mediating  elements,  nor 
artistic  illusion ;  but  it  touches  immediately  the 
principle,  out  of  which  all  the  emotions  of  the 
kind  in  question  flow.  We  hear  two  or  three 
phrases  of  a  melody,  a  harmonic  series  of  some 
chords,  and  we  say  :  These  express  joy,  these 
despair,  these  love.  This  Music  can  do  without 
the  interpretation  of  a  te.xt,  and  without  making 
use  of  the  representative  signification,  which  cus- 
tom may  have  attached  to  certain  melodies.  The 
outward  symptoms  and  the  moral  shadings,  which 
modify  the  expression  of  passions  according  to 
manners,  religious  and  social  ideas,  language  and 
climate,  belong  to  the  domain  of  the  literatures, 
of  which  they  fix  the  necessary  speciality  or 
nationality.  Music  in  itself  possesses  no  means 
of  expressing  these  ;  or  if  it  sometimes  succeeds 
in  doing  it,  it  is  only  through  .the  association  of 
ideas,  of  which  we  have  jbove  spoken.  All  such 
portrayings  are  enclosed  in  a  purely  psychological 
circle,  and  give  never  anything  beside  the  human 
Me.  What  we  call  dramatic  character,  is  for 
the  musician  never  an^'thing  but  the  tempera- 
ment or  naturel  of  the  person,  which  verifies 
itself  in  the  situations  of  the  piece,  and  must  be 
determined,  not  by  what  the  person  could  do, 
say,  think,  or  will,  but  solely  by  what  it  has  the 
capacity  to  feel ;  and  that  because  musical  analo- 
gies answer  indirectly  to  the  interior  and  hidden 
springs  of  the  passions,  that  is,  to  their  principle. 
But  this  principle  is  the  same  with  all  men.  And 
this  is  the  reason  why  the  empire  of  music  em- 
braces all  countries,  all  classes  of  society,  all  stages 
of  civilization,  all  degrees  of  intelligence,  and 
stretches  far  beyond  the  geographical  and  intel- 
lectual limits,  where  the  kingdom  of  the  other 
arts  leaves  off.  In  theory,  this  universal  intelli- 
gibleness  is  the  fairest  prerogative  of  tlie  com- 
poser ;  but  in  the  practice  of  the  theatre, .  he  is 
continually  forced  to  renounce  it  partially,  whether 
he  will  or  not. 

Every  nation,  every  epoch  has  its  own  taste, 
which  it  necessarily  imparts  to  the  musicians,  whom 
it  produces.  This  taste  is  ia  its  nature  special, 
and  what  is  special  never  can  be  wholly  har- 
monized with  the  expression  of  things  absolute, 
as  for  example  the  human  passions  considered  in 
their  principle.  Hence  it  follows,  that  the  imi- 
tations of  dramatic  music  have  commonly  only  a 
relative  worth,  only  a  passing  and  local  resem- 
blance to  objects  represented,  that  is  to  say,  to 
the  feelings  of  the  persons ;  a  resemblance,  which 
on  the  one  hand  constantly  diminishes  with  the 
change  in  musical  taste,  and  which  on  the  flther 
does  not  exist  at  all  to  a  strange  audience.  The 
speciality  of  the  taste  of  the  times  is  a  cause  why 
music  becomes  antiquated,  and  the  speciality  of 
the  local  taste  a  cause  which  makes  it  less  intelli- 
gible and  less  attractive  in  localities  where  a 
diiFerent  taste  prevails.  When  one  sets  out  to 
give  the  universal  language  of  feeling,  he  gets  no 
farther  than  to  produce  the  language  of  his  time 
or  of  his  hearers.  But  since  the  musicians  cannot 
do  otherwise,  w.e  will  see  how  they  contrive,  as 
natives,  to  please  the  public  and  themselves.  If 
one  wishes  to  convince  himself,  he  will  find  four 
ways  of  nationalizing  or  localizing  the  score  of 
an  opera. 


The  first  and  obviously  the  simplest  way,  is  to 
bring  the  music  to  the  mill  of  the  national  melody; 
then  the  opera  becomes  entirely  national.  Cer- 
tainly, but  then  two  little  difficulties  are  in  the 
way.  There  are  countries,  which  possess  no 
proper  national  melody ;  and  then  I  scarcely  know 
of  any  national  melody,  which  is  adapted  to  the 
various  expressions  of  dramatic  music,  whether 
serious  or  comic.  The  cases,  in  which  popular 
melodies  are  applicable  to  the  lyric  stage,  belong 
always  among  the  exceptions.  Such  is  the  case 
when  the  song  is  given  for  what  it  really  is  in  the 
opera,  or  when  the  nationality  of  a  people  or  an 
individual  forms  the  subject  of  the  piece.  Thus 
Weigl  has  with  singular  success  employed 
Swiss  airs  in  his  opera.  Die  Schweizerfamilie 
("The  Swiss  Family"),  the  subject  of  which  is 
home-sickness.  But  such  exceptions  never  can 
become  the  rule. 

A  second  means  of  lending  a  smack  of  national- 
ity to  theatrical  music,  consists  in  employing 
everywhere  certain  melodic  turns,  passages, 
rhythms  and  forms  in  the  accompaniment,  which, 
without  being  drawn  exactly  from  a  national 
source,  have  kept  their  hold  through  a  silent,  but 
not  the  less  binding  understanding  between  com- 
posers singers  and  public.  Such  is  the  conven- 
tional form,  which  we  remark  in  the  old  as  well 
as  in  the  iiew  Italian  opera. 

The  third  means  consists  in  systematically  de- 
stroying the  balance  between  the  elements  of  an 
opera,  in  favor  of  one  of  them.  When,  for  ex- 
ample, the  declamation  is  sacrificed  to  the  mel- 
ody, the  orchestra  to  the  vocal  parts,  truth  to 
material  effect,  expression  to  the  hrcwura  and  the 
contrary,  any  one  who  knows  these  exclusive 
tendencies,  who  knows  in  what  parts  of  the  same 
the  composers  of  a  nation  have  distinguished  them- 
selves and  what  parts  they  are  wont  to  slight,  can 
judge  of  the  music  and  say  :  That  is  French, 
German,  Italian  music. 

Finally  there  is  yet  a  fourth  means,  whose  em- 
ployment tends  to  make  the  national  coloring 
most  obvious.  It  consists  in  lending  to  the  music 
a  character  corresponding  to  any  peculiarity,  or 
even  to  any  particularly  remarkable  weakness, 
which  distinguishes  one  people  from  another. 
We  see  for  example,  that  what  to-day  makes  the 
Germans  the  first  musicians,  the  poetico-meta- 
physical  genius  of  the  nation,  so  favorable  to  the 
sublime  inspirations  of  pure  music,  does  not  alwaj's 
lead  them  so  well  in  the  most  positive  application 
of  this  art,  I  mean  the  musical  drama.  We  recog- 
nize this  predominant  tendency  to  the  ultra- 
romantic  and  the  hyper-original  in  some  of  their 
most  celebrated  operas ;  in  their  frequently  too 
much  enveloped  songs ;  in  intentions,  which  from 
their  very  fineness  lose  themselves  in  indefinite- 
ness ;  in  a  certain  mixture  of  repose  and  senti- 
mental dreaminess,  which  unstrings  the  very 
hottest  passions  of  their  nature ;  in  a  knowledge 
which  is  not  always  very  clear,  or  very  dramatic  ; 
but  everywhere  we  meet  the  stamp  of  reflection, 
of  true  originality  and  individuality,  which  marks 
all  the  artistic  productions  of  the  land. 

In  France  it  is  quite  otherwise,  and  even  the 
Germans  write  there  in  an  altogether  different 
style.  In  the  French  opera,  as  it  is  now  consti- 
tuted, there- is  an  evident  striving  to  appear  char- 
acteristic, to  heighten  effect  by  all  means  known 
or  possible.  Much  display,  which  frequently 
resembles  the  mere  glitter  of  gold  tinsel ;  a  lavish 
expenditure  of  passages  and  bravura  pieces,  sur- 


passing even  the  Italian ;  an  activity  of  instru- 
ments, which  goes  beyond  even  the  Germans ; 
male  parts  written  in  a  vocal  register,  to  make  a 
physician  shudder;  song-parts  of  an  expression 
in  the  highest  degree  French,  half  chivalric,  half 
gascoigne ;  a  rhythm,  which  moves  or  runs  in 
even  pace  with  the  country  itself;  a  charlatanism 
in  modulations  from  one  key  to  another,  a  multi- 
tude of  dramatic  and  very  beautiful  effects,  little 
depth,  almost  no  originality : — that  is  what  I  have 
fancied  I  discovered  in  reading  through  the  works 
of  the  most  celebrated  opera  writers  of  our  time. 

In  Italy  the  national  physiognomy,  which  from 
of  old  has  mirrored  itself  most  manifestly  in  the 
Opera,  lies  in  dilettantism,  in  the  passion  itself 
for  music.  As  born  musicians,  connoisseurs  in  all 
that  concerns  execution,  neither  better  nor  worse 
judges  of  composition  than  the  great  mass  of  the 
public  elsewhere,  indifferent  to  the  dramatic 
development,  but  on  the  other  hand  as  distin- 
guished orecchianli  (possessors  of  a  musical  ear), 
the  Italians  desire  nothing  of  an  opera  but 
euphony,  with  a  strong  dose  of  noise  (which  they 
loved  less  at  one  time),  fluent  roulades,  a  pleasant 
tickling  of  the  senses,  an  intoxicating  thrill,  a 
voluptuous  warmth.  With  them  the  music  con- 
forms to  ihe  climate.  The  people  of  the  North, 
as  we  know,  loved  to  warm  themselves  bj'  their 
glowing  sun,  and  if  to-day  they  cannot  leave  their 
homes  to  seek  it,  they  try  to  supply  this  want  by 
the  glow  of  their  music. 

From  our  remarks  it  follows  that  of  the  four 
modes  of  indicating  the  local  origin  of  an  opera, 
all  of  which  can  be  and  are  pledges  of  success 
with  native  audiences,  there  is  not  one,  which  in 
the  judgment  of  a  foreign  and  impartial  connois- 
seur really  denotes  a  fault,  an  imperfection,  or 
indeed  a  negation  in  music.  And  yet  most  of 
the  operas,  indeed  we  maintain,  all  of  them,  range 
themselves  under  some  one  of  these  four  catego- 
ries. Moreover  there  is  no  branch  of  Art,  in 
which  tastes  and  opinions  are  so  different  as  in 
dramatic  music,  and  there  is  none,  which  has  had 
so  much  to  suffer  from  the  times.  There  is  only 
one  opera,  which  rises  above  all  influences  of 
time  and  local  relations,  and  at  an  immeasurable 
height  rules  the  remotest  and  most  splendid  regions 
of  unmixed  psychology.  This  no  nation  can 
claim  as  its  exclusive  property.  The  text  is  Ital- 
ian, the  subject  Spanish,  the  composer  a  German  ; 
for  one  must  choose  some  language  wherein  to 
write  a  theatrical  piece,  the  action  must  occur  in 
some  place  and  the  musician  be  born  somewhere. 
But  as  regards  the  score,  the  approbation  of  the 
world,  which  agrees  in  recognizing  it  as  the  first 
masterpiece  of  the  lyric  stage,  and  a  half  century, 
which  seems  only  to  have  enhanced  every  one  of 
its  beauties,  have  settled  it  that  the  score  is  neither 
exclusively  German,  nor  Italian,  Spanish,  Kus- 
sian  nor  French.     It  is  universal ! 

All  my  readers  have  named  this  opera,  and 
while  they  named  it,  they  will  have  understood 
why  I  touched  upon  a  subject,  which  does  not  for 
a  moment  interrupt  the  thread  of  our  histoi'ical 
considerations,  because  it  is  essentially  connected 
with  the  goal  to  which  I  am  tending.  We 
shall  now  see  what  fate  awaited  the  opera  in 
France. 

The  difference  in  its  fate  among  the  Italians 
and  the  French  is  fully  explained  by  the  differ- 
ence of  the  two  peoples.  The  first  were  the 
most  musical  people  in  Europe ;  the  second  the 
best  versed  in  literature  of  any  in  the  seventeenth 
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century.  This  fundamental  distinction  must  have 
reversed  the  mutual  relations  between  the  three 
classes  of  producers,  cooperating  in  the  production 
of  an  opera,  and  have  led  each  of  the  two 
nations  to  results  diametrically  opposite. 

When  the  musical  drama  was  introduced  into 
France  under  Cardinal  Mazarin,  there  was  as 
yet  n®  French  music.  What  Luixi  had  till  then 
composed,  was  in  about  the  same  genre  in  which 
Peri  and  Caccini  had  written,  to  whom  Lull! 
was  superior  only  in  his  overtures  and  his  dance 
airs,  which  for  a  long  time  passed  for  models  in 
all  Europe  and  which  even  Italy  borrowed  of  him. 
But  soon  the  Italians  got  the  start  of  him ;  they 
began  to  sing,  while  the  French  went  on  psalmo- 
dizing,  for  which  we  cannot  reasonably  reproach 
them.  In  music  theyr  were  yet  a  people  in  its 
childhood  ;  they  wanted  historical  antecedents ; 
they  possessed  neither  composers  nor  singers ;  and 
for  the  little  knowledge  that  was  diffused  among 
them,  they  were  indebted  to  foreigners,  whose 
debtors  they  have  remained  to  our  day  for  the 
sum  total  of  the  advances,  which  have  made  their 
lyric-dramatic  school  illustrious  in  noble  or  serious 
operas.  It  was  the  fortune  of  this  school  to  be 
born  in  the  lap  of  barbarism  and  to  remain  there 
for  a  long  time  through  the  want  of  native  talents. 
When  the  Italians  took  that  splendid  upward 
flight,  which  placed  them  so  high  in  melodic  com- 
position and  in  the  art  of  singing,  while  it  re- 
moved them  more  and  more  from  the  conditions 
of  the  drama,  the  French  were  not  able  to  follow 
them.  As  an  ingenious  people  however,  they 
made  a  virtue  of  necessity  and  found  a  glory  in 
wounding  the  ear  from  principle  ;  out  of  vanity 
and  thirst  for  distinctions  of  all  kinds,  they  honored 
with  the  name  of  a  national  music  the  newly  re- 
vived Florentine  song-speech,  which  the  Italians 
had  long  since  given  up,  and  which  moreover  was 
no  music.  But  while  the  French  naturalized 
among  them  this  intolerable  reciting  manner,  they 
closed  a  no  less  loyal  compact  with  the  rational 
principle,  which  had  called  the  same  into  life. 
The  idea  of  the  founders  of  the  lyric  drama  could 
not  become  lost  in  the  land  of  a  Corneille  and 
a  Racine,  as  it  did  in  Ital}'.  Cast  upon  the  then 
so  classic  French  ground,  it  lay  long  buried  as  a 
precious  seed  ;  at  last  it  sprang  up  and  the  harvest 
turned  out  all  the  fairer  for  the  long  time  they 
had  had  to  wait  for  it.         > 

I  am  firmly  convinced  that  the  hearers  of  the 
old  French  opera  looked  for  nothing  in  it  but 
dramatic  excitements  and  the  dance ;  for,  we 
cannot  too  often  repeat  it,  the  Florentine  psalmo- 
dizing,  or  what  is  scarcely  better,  the  recitative 
of  Lulli  and  Rameau  could  never  have  inspired 
much  interest  in  any  one  as  music.  It  pleased  in 
France  as  a  sort  of  strengthening  of  the  effect. 
Here  they  were  accustomed  to  the  shockingly 
false  screetch  of  the  singers ;  the  ear  was  as  yet 
so  uncultivated,  that  no  one  was  offended  by  it; 
and  hence  this  very  scream,  this  urlo  Francese 
(French  howl)  was  received  only  as  the  exalted 
expression  of  the  passions.  That  musical  enjoy- 
ment, which  the  audiences  sought  not  in  the  dra- 
matic music,  but  which  one  cannot  quite  dispense 
with  in  the  opera,  they  found  in  airs,  which  were 
danced  to,  in  which  there  is  always  some  rhythm 
and  some  melody,  that  is  to  say,  something  true 
and  answering  to  the  hearer's  power  of  compre- 
hension. Hence  Ballets  and  Dioertisemenls  were 
always  inseparable  from  musical  tragedy.  Even 
to-day  they  hold  fast  to  these,  while  the  friends 


of  music  would  gladly  dispense  with  such  auxil- 
iaries. 

The  principle  of  lyric-dramatic  truth  prevailed 
thus  from  the  outset  in  the  grand  Opera ;  but 
foreigners  never  suspected  it,  since  it  was  applied 
in  almost  as  bad  a  manner  as  in  the  time  of  Gio- 
vanni Bardi.  Foreigners,  who  understood  some- 
thing of  music,  did  not  comprehend  this  exhibi- 
tion ;  they  heard  nothing  but  a  long,  monotonous 
Jeremiad  without  melody  or  rhythm,  in  which  it 
was  impossible  to  distinguish  the  recitatives  from 
the  arioso,  and  which  was  rendered  still  more 
intolerable  by  an  ear-splitting  execution,  a  Gothic 
droning,  laughable  embellishments,  and  bleating 
cadences.  The  natives,  upon  whom  the  thing 
made  quite  a  different  and  a  purely  dramatic  im- 
pression, declared  with  a  contemptuous  smile 
that  strangers  were  not  up  to  the  level  of  their 
opera. 

This  state  of  things  brought  about,  as  we  have 
already  remarked,  relations  and  consequences 
wholly  the  reverse  of  those,  which  marked  the 
development  of  the  musical  drama  with  the  Ital- 
ians. The  poet,  from  whom  the  public  expected 
its  chief  enjoyment,  and  who  reaped  glory  from  a 
well  elaborated  opera  text  as  well  as  from  a  good 
tragedy,  kept  even  pace  with  the  composer,  if  he 
did  not  even  get  before  him.  The  composer,  for 
whom  the  choice  of  the  poem  or  the  kind  of  verse 
was  the  most  indifferent  matter  in  the  world, 
since  his  music  adapted  itself  equally  well,  that  is 
to  say  equally  badly,  to  every  kind,  could  not 
seriously  fall  out  with  the  author  of  the  words. 
Still  less  so  with  the  singers.  These  possessed  in 
the  highest  degree  what  was  necessary,  to  execute 
all  that  was  not  song ;  and  since  no  one  thought 
of  offering  them  such,  they  took  up  a  score  with 
the  same  docility  or  the  same  indifference,  with 
which  the  composer  took  up  the  poem.  What 
cared  they  whether  the  notes  were  put  together 
so  or  so  V  Their  art  limited  itself  to  the  taking 
points  of  the  French  song :  to  the  portamento,  the 
amoroso,  the  trillo,  &c. ;  and  these  tricks  were 
employed  throughout,  as  well  as  the  scream. 
Thus  in  France  poets,  musicians  and  singers 
lived  in  sweetest  harmony,  one  in  their  interests, 
their  means,  their  end.  The  order,  in  which  we 
have  named  them,  marked  the  degree  of  their 
respective  consequence.  With  the  Italians  the 
relation  was  precisely  the  reverse,  and  transformed 
the  poet  into  a  hod-carrier,  the  maestro  into  a 
slave  and  the  singers  into  despots.  Hence  a  con- 
trasted and  striking  result  in  the  history  of  the 
lyric  theatre  with  these  two  nations.  In  Italy  an 
opera  never  outlived  the  accidental  assemblage  of 
the  singers,  for  whom  it  was  was  written  ;  it  lasted 
just  one  stagione  or  theatrical  "  season."  In 
France  whole  generations  of  singers  succeeded 
one  another  in  the  poems  of  Quinault  and  the 
music  of  Lulli.  It  required  no  less  a  man  than 
Gluck,  to  consign  to  the  final  repose  of  the  grave 
this  musical  mummy,  which  had  held  possession 
of  the  throne  of  the  Grand  Opera  since  its  foun- 
dation. 

In  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  how- 
ever, a  troop  of  comic  opera  singers  brought  into 
France  the  taste  for  the  true  music,  which  needs 
only  to  present  itself  to  make  proselytes  at  once. 
The  men  of  sense,  as  Mozart  used  to  express  it, 
the  real  friends  of  music,  felt  at  once,  that  this 
was  the  enjoyment,  which  they  had  vainly  sought 
in  the  National  Opera ;  but  such  men  were  at 
that  time  rare  in  the  land  and   their  enthusiasm, 


which  with  the  French  is  always  inseparable  from 
the  spirit  of  propagandism,  had  to  encounter  fear- 
ful opposition.  The  good  patriots,  who  had  no 
ears,  made  it  a  duty  to  drive  back  the  invasion  of 
the  foreign  music;  the  Grand  Opera  caballed;  (he 
comic  opera  singers  were  sent  away.  Their  stay 
in  France  nevertheless  bore  its  fruits.  Young 
musicians  of  talent,  PniLiDOR,  Monsigny  and 
Gretry  sought  in  their  comic  operas  to  imitate 
the  style  of  the  Seroa  padrona,  which  had  so 
enchanted  the  amateurs  in  the  Italian  theatre. 
These  happy  attempts,  which  gradually  accus- 
tomed the  French  ears  to  true  music,  feeble  as 
they  were,  prepared  the  arrival  of  Gluck,  whom 
musical  Tragedy  awaited  ere  she  stepped  into 
the  place  of  the  false  idol  which  had  represented 
her  for  more  than  a  century  and  a  half. 
[To  be  coutinued.] 


A  Visit  to  Mendelssohn. 

By  H.  F.  Chorley. 

There  are  many  besides  myself  to  whom  Ger- 
many and  German  music  are  gravely,  pei-haps 
irreparably,  changed  by  the  untimely  death  of 
Mendelssohn.  I  passed  the  three  last  days  of 
August,  1847,  beside  him  at  Interlachen,  in 
Switzerland,  very  shortly  before  his  return  to 
Leipsic,  and  that  fatal  attack  of  illness  which 
ended  in  his  death  there  on  the  4th  of  November. 
He  looked  aged  and  sad,  and  stooped  more  than 
I  had  ever  before  seen  him  do ;  but  his  smile  had 
never  been  brighter,  nor  his  welcome  more 
cordial. 

It  was  early  in  the  morning  of  as  sunny  and 
exhilarating  a  day  as  ever  shone  on  Switzerland 
that  we  got" to  Interlachen  ;  and  then  and  there  I 
must  see  the  place  and  its  beauties.  "  We  can 
talk  about  our  business  better  out  of  the  house :" 
and  forth  we  went,  at  first  up  and  down  under 
the  walnut  trees  in  sight  of  the  Jungfrau,  until, 
by  degrees,  the  boarding-houses  began  to  turn 
out  their  inhabitants.  Then  we  struck  off  tlirough 
the  wood  to  a  height  called,  I  think,  the  Hohen- 
buhl,  commanding  the  lake  of  Thun,  and  the 
plain  with  Neuhaus  and  Unterseen,  with  the 
snow  mountains  round  us.  It  was  while  we  were 
climbing  up  to  this  nook  that  the  tinkling  of  the 
cow-bells,  which  adds  to  rather  than  takes  away 
from  the  solitude  of  mountain  scenery,  came  up 
from  some  pasture  land  not  far  off.  My  com- 
panion stopped  immediately,  listened,  smiled,  and 
began  to  sing  a  passage  from  the  overture  to 
Guillaume  Tell.  "  How  beautifully  Rossini  has 
found  that  I  "  he  exclaimed.  "  All  the  introduc- 
tion, too,  is  truly  Swiss.  I  wish  I  could  make 
some  Swiss  music.  But  the  storm  in  his  over- 
ture is  very  bad."  And  he  went  off  again  into 
the  pastoral  movement;  speaking  afterwards  of 
Swiss  scenery  with  a  strength  of  affection  that 
almost  amounted  to  passion.  "I  like  the  pine 
trees,  and  the  very  smell  of  the  old  stones  with 
the  moss  upon  them."  Then  he  told,  with  almost 
a  boyish  pleasure,  of  excursions  that  he  had 
taken  with  his  happy  party  of  wife  and  children. 
"  We  will  come  here  every  year,  I  am  resolved. 
How  pleasant  it  is  to  sit  talking  on  this  bench, 
with  the  glorious  Jungfrau  over  there,  after  your 
Hanover  Square  rooms  in  London  !" 

But  Mendelssohn  must  needs  be  drawn  back 
into  the  concert  room,  even  at  Interlachen.  A 
new  composition  for  the  opening  of  the  magnifi- 
cent Concert  Hall  in  Liverpool  had  been  pro- 
posed to  him;  and  this  was  to  be  talked  oyer. 
He  had  already  a  new  cantata  in  view,  I  think, 
for  Frankfort;  and  mentioned  some  text  from 
Die  HerrmannscUacU  of  Klopstock,  as  the  sub- 
ject which  he  had  selected.  "  But  that,"  he  said, 
with  his  own  merry  laugh,  "  would  never  do  for 
Liverpool.  No ;  we  must  find  something  else." 
He  spoke  of  Napoleon's  passage  of  the  Alps  as 
an  event  he  wanted  to  see  arranged  for  music, 
again  repeating,  "  I  must  write  something  about 
this  country  ;  but  that,  again,  will  not  do  for 
England  !  "  I  mentioned  Wordsworth's  ode  on 
"  The  Power  of  Sound,"  as  a  noble  poem  full  of 
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pictures,  from  which,  perhaps,  portions  might  be 
detached  fit  for  a  composer's  purpose ;  but  he 
seemed  to  treat  the  idea  of  describing  the  various 
effects  of  music  in  music  as  too  vague  and  hack- 
ne3'ed;  and,  moreover,  objectionable,  as  having 
been  done  completely  by  Handel,  in  his  "  Alex- 
ander's Feast."  Then  he  began  to  fear  that  he 
could  get  nothing  ready  by  the  time  mentioned ; 
J' for  you  know,"  he  went  on,  "something  of  mine 
is  to  be  sung  in  the  Dom,  at  Cologne,  when  the 
nave  is  thrown  open.  That  will  be  an  oppor- 
tunity !  but  I  shall  not  live  to  see  it ! "  and  he 
paused  and  put  his  hand  to  his  head,  with  a  sud- 
den expression  of  weariness  and  suffering. 

He  had  composed  much  music,  he  said,  since 
he  had  been  at  Interlachen  :  and  mentioned  that 
stupendous  quartet  in  F  minor,  which  we  have 
since  known  as  one  of  the  most  impassioned  out- 
pourings of  sadness  existing  in  instrumental 
music — besides  some  English  service-music  for 
the  Protestant  church.  "  It  has  been  very  good 
for  me  to  work,",  he  went  on,  glancing  for  the 
first  time  at  the  great  domestic  calamity  (the 
death  of  Madame  Hensel)  which  had  struck  him 
down,  immediately  on  his  return  from  England  ; 
"  and  I  wanted  to  make  something  sharp,  and 
close,  and  strict  (interlacing  his  fingers  as  he 
spoke),  so  that  church  music  has  quite'suited  me. 
Yes,  I  have  written  a  good  deal  since  I  have  been 
here  ;  but  I  must  have  quiet,  or  I  shall  die  I  "  I 
will  not  swear  to  the  very  order  of  words  which 
Mendelssohn  spoke,  but  that  day  is  too  brightly 
printed  in  my  memory  for  a  topic,  or  a  trait,''or  a 
characteristic  expression  to  be  forgotten.  Life 
has  too  few  such.  In  answer  to  my  inquiries 
concerning  the  opera  on  which  he  was  "understood 
to  be  engaged,  he  spoke  long  and  freely  concern- 
ing the  theatre,  and  his  own  plans  and  purposes 
with  respect  to  it.  "  The  time  has  come  when  I 
must  try  what  I  can  do,"  was  his  language,  "  and 
after  I  have  written  four  or  five  operas,  perhaps 
I  shall  make  something  good.  But  it  is  so  diffi- 
cult to  find  a  subject."  Then  he  discussed  many 
which  had  been  proposed  to  him :  speaking  in  the 
strongest  manner  of  the  unauthorized  use  of  his 
name,  which  had  been  made  in  London  by  an- 
nouncing "  The  Tempest "  as  having  been  com- 
menced by  him  with  a  view  to  its  performance  at 
a  given  period.  "  The  book  is  too  French,"  he 
said,  "  and  the  third  act  is  thoroughly  bad.  I 
would  not  have  touched  the  opera  till  all  that  had 
been  altered.  And  I  never  would  tie  myself  to 
time  in  such  a  hasty  manner.  No ;  when  I  have 
finished  something,  I  dare  say  I  shall  get  it  pro- 
duced somewhere."  He  then  went  on  to  talk 
over  other  Shaksperian  subjects ;  in  particular, 
"  The  Winter's  Tale,"  a  sketch  from  which  had 
been  laid  before  him:  this  seemed  in  some  degree 
to  have  engaged  his  liking.  "  Something  very 
merry,"  said  he,  "  could  be  made  with  Autolycus." 
How  merry  he  could  have  made  it,  the  world  has 
since  learned  by  the  publication  of  his  operetta, 
in  which  the  knavish  "  Pedlar  Kaus  "  plays  so 
rotable  a  part.  Truer  comedy  does  not  exist  in 
German  music,  not  even  in  the  most  comical  por- 
tions of  Mozart's  Die  Entfuhrung,  than  the 
dancing  song  of  this  precious  knave,  or  the  part 
taken  by  him  in  the  serenade  of  the  village  girl, 
with  its  sentimental  caricature  of  the  German 
■watchman's  droning  call.  "  We  have  no  one  in 
Germany  who  can  write  opera  books,"  Mendels- 
sohn continued.  "  If  Kotzebue  had  been  alive — 
he  had  ideas  I  "  and  he  warmed  himself  up  as  he 
talked,  by  recalling  how  a  prosaic  occasion  of 
mere  parade,  the  opening  of  the  new  theatre  at 
Pesth,  could  inspire  Kotzebue  with  such  a  char- 
acteristic invention  as  his  "  Ruins  of  Athens,"  so 
good  for  Beethoven  to  set.  "  Well,  I  must  do  my 
best  with  Loreley,  for  Geibel  has  taken  great 
trouble  with  the  poem.  AVe  shall  see."  And 
then,  again,  he  broke  off  suddenly,  and  put  his 
hand  to  his  head.  "  But  what  is  the  use  of  plan- 
ning anything  ?     I  shall  not  live." 

Who  could  attend  to  such  a  foreboding  in  one 
apparently  so  full  of  energy,  and  forecast,  and 
enterprise?  I  confess  that  I  ascribed  it  mainly 
to  the  impression  left  by  the  fearful  trial  which 
Mendelssohn  had  recently  sustained  in  the  loss  of 
the  sister  to  whom  he  was  so  tenderly  attached. 
Other  painful  ideas   seemed  to   rise  before  him. 


He  spoke  with  more  fear  than  hope  of  the  fer- 
menting state  of  opinion  in  Germany,  and  its  dis- 
astrous influences  upon  morals,  education,  good 
citizenship,  on  all  that  keeps  society  sound  and 
home  happy.  He  dwelt  on  the  impatience  of 
dut}',  on  the  sympathy  shown  to  error  and  licence, 
on  the  disregard  of  obligation,  on  the  difficulties 
preparing  for  Germany  by  such  perverse  and 
preferred  lawlessness  among  the  middle  classes, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes;  for  never  was  man  of  any 
country  more  sincerely,  affectionately  national. 
He  spoke,  too,  and  bitterly,  of  the  folly  and  false- 
hood of  those  in  high  places,  who  had  alienated 
the  hearts  which  they  might  so  easily  have  at- 
tached, and  who  had  demoralized  under  pretext 
of  educating  a  great  people,  giving  illustrations, 
instances,  anecdotes  (which  I  need  not  say  are 
sacred),  with  a  nervous  earnestness  which  showed 
how  seriously  and  apprehensively  his  bright  and 
quick  mind  had  been  at  work  on  these  subjects. 
'Then  he  turned  to  his  own  future  plans.  I  had 
often  before  heard  him  discuss  that  point  in  every 
artist's  career,  at  which  retirement  from  close 
personal  intercourse  with  the  public  is  desirable, 
but  never  so  emphatically  as  that  day.  He  was 
determined  to  give  up  presenting  himself  to  the 
public  so  freely  as  he  had  done.  "  When  one  is 
no  longer  young,  one  should  not  go  about  playing 
and  concert  giving  ;  "  and  he  expressed  a  strong 
wish,  almost  amounting  to  an  intention,  of  settling 
down  somewhere  in  the  Rhine  land,  not  in  any 
town,  there  to  devote  himself  more  eagerly  than 
ever  to  composition.  "  I  shall  be  near  England," 
he  added,  "  and  can  come  over  as  often  as  you 
wish  and  I  shall  be  within  reach  of  our  towns, 
with  all  these  new  railroads ;  but  I  must  live  qui- 
etly, and  get  rid  of  all  that  noise  and  interruption, 
if  I  am  to  live."  And  again  was  repeated  the 
mournful  presage  ;  and  the  glow  faded  from  his 
face,  and  the  sad,  worn  look  came  back  which  it 
pained  the  very  heart  to  see. 

Later  in  the  day  I  was  shown  with  eager  pleas- 
ure, the  drawings  made  by  him  at  Interlachen; 
for  he  drew  landscapes  faithfully,  if  not  altogether 
gracefully,  though  in  color  "  that  green "  was 
owned  by  him  to  be  a  stumbling-block.  I  was 
shown,  too,  his  piano,  "  a  shocking  thing,"  as  he 
called  it;  "but  I  am  so  glad  that  there  is  no 
decent  piano  in  Interlachen.  This  will  do  to 
try  a  chord  when  I  want  it,  but  I  do  not  wish 
to  make  finger-music."  And  he  touched  it — the 
last  time  that  I  heard  him  touch  a  piano — that  I 
might  hear  what  an  old  kettle  it  was.  We  were 
bound  for  Fribourg ;  and  I  asked  him  much  about 
Mooser's  famous  organ.  He  said  that  he  had 
heard  wonders  concerning  its  vox  humana  stop. 
"  How  odd,"  he  continued,  "  that  such  an  express- 
ive thing,  which  can  almost  talk,  should  be  made 
merely  of  two  bits  of  wood."  I  pressed  him  ear- 
nestly to  go  on  with  us,  and  try  this  marvel  for 
himself.  "  No,"  he  said  laughingly,  "  those  organ- 
ists always  like  no  one  to  play  but  themselves. 
There  is  always  some  difficulty  ;  and  then  there  is 
the  noise  !  I  must  give  up  organ  playing  ;  and 
besides,  winter  is  coming,  and  we  had  better  draw 
quietly  homewards."  There  was  some  talk  too  of 
his  being  obliged  soon  to  make  a  professional 
journey  to  Vienna,  which  further  limited  his 
time.  In  short,  never  had  I  seen  him  so  full  of 
plans ;  and  surely  never,  in  the  annals  of  any  art, 
had  artist  moi-e  honorably  arrived  at  well-merited 
and  universal  fame.  Vanity  of  vanities  ! 
[Conclusion  next  week.] 


The  Chinese  Museum.  The  destruction  of 
the  largest  hall  in  Philadelphia  by  fire  reminds 
us  of  a  pleasant  anecdote  about  its  opening  con- 
cert, from  the  pen  of  our  friend  Keyzer.  It  ap- 
peared in  1847,  in  the  Boston  Transcript. 

An  Untimely  Encore. — Singers  and  instru- 
mental performei's  generally  like  to  be  encored ; 
but  such  a  compliment,  flattering  as  it  may  be, 
may  once  in  a  while  come  malapropos.  When 
that  magnificent  Hall  in  the  Philadelphia  Museum 
was  opened  to  the  public,  with  a  concert  given  by 
a  fire  company,  the  orchestra  at  the  farther  end 
occupied  merely  a  temporary  platform,  placed  be- 
tween a  stuffed  elephant  on   the  right,  a  rhinoce- 


ros on  the  left,  and  a  variety  of  smaller  items  be- 
hind— the  whole  affair  being  rather  primitive. 
There  were  neither  chairs  nor  benches,  and  every 
inch  of  the  floor  was  taken  up  by  a  crowd  of  up- 
wards of  five  thousand  people.  All  went  on 
smoothly  enough  until  the  beginning  of  the  sec- 
ond part,  when  Mr.  McW.,  the  assistant  of  Mr. 
S.,  who  was  the  treasurer  and  principal  manager 
of  the  establishment,  came  in  great  consternation 
to  inform  Mr.  S.  that  the  floor  was  giving  way, 
and  that  there  was  already  a  gap  of  six  indies  on 
the  farther  end  of  the  elephant.  Mr.  S.  became 
paralyzed.  What  was  to  be  done  ?  There  was 
only  one  outlet,  and  that  led  by  a  corridor  to  a 
long  flight  of  stairs.  If  the  alarm  should  get 
started,  hundreds,  in  trying  to  escape,  would  be 
trampled  down  and  many  lives  inevitably  lost. 
They  must  be  got  out  as  soon  as  possible.  "  Tell 
Mr.  Cross,"  said  the  manager,  "  to  have  the  last 
piece  on  the  bill  performed."  When  Cross, 
the  conductor,  and  his  companions,  were  told  the 
cause  of  this  order,  it  may  well  be  supposed  that 
they  were  by  no  means  inclined  to  prolong  their 
breakneck  position.  The  last  piece  on  the  bill 
was  Martini's  Laughing  Trio :  "  Why  sure  there 
never  met  &e.,"  a  song  not  unknown  to  bygone 
generations,  and  one  in  which  performers  had  ex- 
hausted and  worn  threadbare  all  the  various 
modes  of  laughing.  But  on  this  occasion,  both 
singers  and  conductor,  by  constantly  looking  at 
the  gap,  which  in  their  imagination  kept  on  in- 
creasing, originated  in  their  fright  a  style  of 
cachinnation,  which  was  as  effective  as  it  was  novel ; 
indeed  it  seemed  as  if  they  were  trying  to  coax 
the  elephant  into  a  guffaw,  such  laughing  as  it 
was :  Ha-ha-ha-hi-hi-hi !  with  faces  indicating 
sea-sickness  rather  than  mirth.  The  effect  was 
so  ludicrous  that  the  song  at  once  called  forth  a 
general  encore.  The  singers  tried  to  get  away, 
but  the  audience  would  not  let  them  go,  and  kept 
on  stamping  with  all  their  might.  Poor  Mr.  S. 
was  almost  beside  himself.  Five  thousand  people 
working  away  with  both  feet  and  canes  on  a  floor 
already  sinking  I  There  was  no  alternative  but 
to  sing  and  laugh  again.  It  was  afterwards  found 
that  the  heat  of  the  gas  on  the  ground  floor  was 
concentrated  upon  a  beam  of  green  wood,  which 
had  shrunk  and  caused  a  trifling  opening,   w.  K. 
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lionclon. 

EoTAL  Italian  Opeka. — Grisi  fiad  been  ill,  but  was 
"  as  magnificent  as  ever,"  in  Lucrezia  Borgia.  The 
interest  in  her  farewell  performances  is  intense.  Besides 
her  Norma  and  Lucrezia,  she  has  been  adding  Meyer- 
beer's three  great  heroines  to  her  list  of  conquests,  and 
on  the  24th  appeared  as  Valentine,  iu  the  Huguenots. 
The  Times  says :  ' 

Excellent  as  was  her  Valentine,  in  all  respects,  on  the 
first  night  she  attempted  the  character  in  public,  the 
years  tliat  have  since  elapsed  have  not  been  lost  upon 
Grisi,  who,  always  thoughtful  and  improving,  has  known 
how  to  elaborate  and  perfect  it  to  such  an  extent,  that  it 
now  stands  forward  in  the  catalogue  of  her  most  admi- 
rable delineations The  audience  was  as  enthu- 
siastic as  the  artist  was  zealous.  There  seemed  to  be  a 
sympathy  between  them,  as  though  each  was  unwilling 

to  part  from  the  other And  after  all,  what,  even 

at  this  moment,  are  the  failings  of  Grisi  ?  What  is  there 
that  makes  her  less  than  that  wliicli  she  was,  amid  so 
much  that  makes  her  greater?  When  we  have  said 
that  some  of  the  higher  notes  of  her  voice  are  not  so 
clear  and  powerful,  not  so  much  at  her  command  as  for- 
merly, and  that  in  passages  where  fluent  execution  is 
demanded  she  no  longer  possesses  the  same  facility  and 
aplomb,  we  have  literally  summed  up  the  account  of 
damages  that  time  has  been  able  to  efiectupon  her  vocal 
powers.  As  an  actress,  she  is  grander,  more  impetuous, 
more  nnpulsive,  and,  let  us  add,  more  finished,  than  she 
has  ever  been.  Her  talent  is  indeed  extraordinary,  her 
physical  powers  unprecedented,  when  it  is  considered 
that,  after  more  than  twenty  ye.ars  of  incessant  toil  in  the 
most  wearing  and  fatiguing  of  professions  (not  to  speak 
of  her  career  in  Italy  before  she  visited  Paris  and  Lon- 
don), so  much  of  the  pristine  strength  and  so  much  of 
the  early  charm  remain,  and  that  the  few  points  of 
"falling  off"  suggested  by  her  actual  performances, 
become  insignificant  if  weighed  iu  the  balance  with  what 
has  been  preserved  and  matured  by  experience  into  the 
highest  excellence  attainable  by  the  union  of  genius 
with  art.    Iu  the  Valentine  of  Saturday  night  we  could 
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scarcely  note,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  a  single  mark 
of  weakness  or  hesitation. 

Mario,  too,  was  "  in  fuller  possession  of  his  vocal  powers 
than  he  has  often  been  of  late."  Previous  to  this  there 
had  been  performances  of  Migoletio^  and  of  the  Prophcte 
and  Dm  Giovanni,  with  Viardot  as  Fides  and  as  Donna 
Anna. 

EoTAL  Opera,  Druey  Lasje.  —  The  pleasantest 
event  of  the  season  has  been  the  production  by  the  Ger- 
man Company  of  Mozart's  comic  opera,  Die  Entfiihrung 
aus  dem  Serail,  which  was  composed  in  1782,  two  years 
after  his  Idomeneo,  at  the  request  of  the  Emperor  Joseph 
II.,  who  was  anxious  to  place  German  opera  on  the  same 
footing  with  the  Italian,  then  all  the  rage  in  Vienna.  It 
was  not  only  Mozart's  first  German  opera,  but  the  first 
German  opera  worthy  of  the  name. 

The  story  has  very  little  interest.  Constanze  (Mrae. 
Rudersdorff),  a  young  Spanish  lady,  on  her  voyage  to 
Sicily  to  be  married  to  Belmonte  (Herr  Pecz),  is  taken 
by  an  Algerine  corsair,  sold  to  a  Turkish  Pasha  (Herr 
Holzel),  and  conveyed  to  his  seraglio,  in  company  witb 
her  maid  Blonde  (Mile.  Agnes  iJiiry),  an  English  soa- 
brette,  and  Pedrillo  (Herr  Castelli),  the  servant  of  Bel- 
monte. The  Pasha  becomes  desperately  in  love  with  his 
new  purchase,  and  would  fain  make  her  the  queen  of  his 
harem.  He  woos  her,  however,  with  gallantry,  in  spite 
of  Constanze's  declaration  that  her  heart  is  unalterably 
devoted  to  another.  At  the  commencement  of  the  opera, 
Belmonte,  who  has  discovered  where  Constanze  is  im- 
prisoned, gains  an  interview  with  Pedrillo,  his  old  ser- 
vant. Having  won  the  Pasha's  favor  on  account  of  some 
little  skill  he  possesses  in  gardenmg,  Pedrillo  enjoys  a 
greater  amount  of  liberty  than  generally  falls  to  the  lot 
of  slaves.  The  master  and  servant  determine  to  run  off 
with  Constanze  and  Blonde,  and  escape  to  Spain  in  a 
vessel  which  Belmonte  has  engaged,  and  which  is  lymg 
off  the  coast  in  readiness  to  receive  them.  This  plan, 
however,  transpires  through  the  instrumentality  of  Os- 
min  (Herr  Formes},  a  suspicious,  overbearing,  and  im- 
pertinent old  steward,  in  love  with  Blonde,  who  treats 
him  with  the  greatest  contempt.  The  Pasha,  informed 
of  their  attempt  to  elude  him,  is  at  first  highly  exasper- 
ated, and  threatens  to  have  the  lovers  strangled.  His 
generosity,  nevertheless,  finally  overcomes  his  desire  for 
revenge,  and  he  gives  the  prisoners  their  freedom,  to  the 
great  mortification  of  Osmin,  who  would  have  executed 
Belmont  and  Pedrillo,  and  retained  Constanze  and 
Blonde  as  inmates  of  the  seraglio. 

Mozart  did  his  best  to  conceal  the  poverty  of  this 
groundwork  by  the  richness  and  beauty  of  the  super- 
strncture;  but  he  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  entirely 
succeeded,  or  we  should  not  to  this  day  see  Jl  Seraglio 
more  neglected  even  than  Cosi  fan  Tulte.  The  niu<ic  of 
II  Seraglio  is  exquisite  throughout,  though  not  precisely 
of  that  ad  captandum  quality  which  strikes  the  unin- 
itiated audiCLice  at  a  first  hearing.  The  songs  are  in 
strong  contrast  to  those  of  Figaro  and  Don  Giovanni, 
being  much  more  florid,  elaborate,  and  lengthy.  The 
airs  given  to  Constanze  resemble,  in  some  respects,  those 
of  the  Queen  of  Night  in  Die  ZauberJlSte,  and  are  nearly 
as  exacting  to  the  voice  and  written  as  high.  A  bravura 
song  in  act  II.,  "  Martern  aller  Arte,"  ranges  up  to  D  in 
alt,  which  the  singer  has  to  take  several  times  in  very 
diflicult  passages.  The  music  of  Blonde  is  more  grace- 
ful and  simple,  and  the  heroine  and  the  snubrelle  are  op- 
:posed  with  that  consummate  skill  for  which  Mozart  is 
remarkable  in  his  operas,  where  the  individualization  of 
character  is  always  a  prominent  feature.  One  of  the 
freshest  and  most  charming  songs  in  the  opera  is  the  air 
for  Blonde,  in  A  major,  at  the  beginning  of  the  second 
act,  Ditnh  ZdrlUtklceit  urul  Schmeicheln,  which  was 
charmingly  sung  by  Mile.  Agues  Biiry  and  loudly  en- 
cored. The  music,  in  short,  of  Constanze,  is  heroic, 
and  that  of  Blonde  alternately  tender  and  lively,  as  thev 
should  be;  and  the  two  characters  mav  be  regarded  a"s 
the  forerunners  of  Donna  Anna  and  Zerlina,  in  which 
the  genius  of  Mozart,  some  years  later,  accomplished  its 
greatest  triumph.  The  music  of  Osmin  is  famous, 
graphic,  humorous,  and  strongly  colored,  with  perhaps 
more  of  the  vis  comica  than  that  of  any  of  the  per- 
sonages in  7*'i^ni-o— always  excepting  Antonio,  the  gar- 
dener, whose  passages  of  triplets  in  the  first  finale  are  ns 
irresistibly  comic  as  anything  in  the  buffo  style.  A  deli- 
ciously  quaint  song,  old-fashioned  and  half  plaintive, 
Wtr  ein  Liebchen  hat  gefunden,  is  one  of  the  raciest  bits 
in  the  opera.  It  was  admirably  sung  by  Herr  Formes, 
and  the  first  verse  encored.  The  concerted  pieces  are 
constructed  with  the  greatest  ingenuity  and  dramatic 
power. 

The  singei-s  were  all  up  to  the  mark,  all  perfect,  and 
all  excellent — each  in  his  peculiar  and  individual  style. 
The  cast  was  altered  a  few  days  liefore  the  first  pei-form- 
ance,  in  consequence  of  the  indisposition  of  Herr  Rei- 
ohardt.  This  was  a  serious  loss  to  the  musical  effeo%. — 
Mils.  World. 

The  Huguenots,  in  German,  lias  drawn  several  full 
houses.  Reichardt's  Raonl  is  highly  praised,  as  also 
Mme.  Caradori's  Valentine,  Mine.  Rudersdorfif's  Mar- 
guerite, and  the  Marcel  of  Herr  Formes. 

St.  James's  Theatre.— The  Theatre  Lyrique  from 
Paris  is  still  amusing  the  Londoners  with  the  light  comic 


operas  of  Auber,  Adam,  &c.  Adam's  Le  Roi  des  Battes,  in 
which  a  great  part  of  the  dialogue  consists  of  the  street 
slang  of  Paris,  and  in  which  Mme.  Cabel,  the  favorite, 
did  not  appear,  drew  but  a  thin  house.  M.  Clapisson's 
operetta,  La  Promise,  fared  much  better. 

The  plot  is  as  slight  as  a  plot  may  well  be,  even  for 
the  Theatre  Lyrique  A  young  girl,  Marie,  has  prom- 
ised her  father  on  his  deathbed  to  espouse  Giromon,  a 
sea  captain  advanced  in  years,  who  has  been  a  bene- 
factor to  her  family.  Marie,  however,  has  had  a  pre- 
vious attachment  for  a  young  sailor  named  Petit  Pierre, 
who  returns  from  a  long  voyage  just  at  the  moment 
when  the  in;irriage  with  Giromon  is  about  to  take  place. 
The  first  passion  resumes  its  ancient  sway,  and  Marie  is 
determined  to  find  some  expedient  by  means  of  which 
she  may  break  off  the  match  with  Giromon.  The  old 
sailor  is  extremely  jealous;  and,  during  his  temporary 
absence,  Marie,  by  a  contrivance  so  silly  that  it  is  not 
worth  describing,  manages  to  compromise  herself  In  the 
eyes  of  her  betrothed,  who,  in  order  to  save  her  from  ex- 
posure, gives  up  his  claims  to  her  hnnd  and  insists  upon 
her  wedding  his  rival.  The  music  of  M.  Clapisson,  who 
has  distinguished  himself  at  the  Opera  Comique  by 
Gihby  le  Cornemuse,  Le  Code  Noir,  and  other  successful 
works,  is  light  and  pretty,  sometimes  ingenious,  and, 
occasionally,  really  dramatic.  Auber,  of  course,  is  the 
fountainhead  whence  he  has  drawn  his  inspiration. 

In  the  cast  of  La  Promise,  the  real  force  of  the  Theatre 
Lyrique  is  transported  to  the  St.  James's  Theatre.  M. 
Junca,  who  plays  Giromon,  has  a  good  bass  voice,  sings 
well,  is  an  excellent  actor,  and  gives  the  dialect  of  the 
south  of  France  with  unctuous  and  undeniable  accent; 
M.  Colson,  the  representative  of  ThiSodore — a  rival  of 
Petit  Pierre,  half  fool,  half  knave,  and  all  coxcomb — Is 
amusing  and  original;  M.Laurent  shows  much  intelli- 
gence in  the  part  of  Marie's  lover;  and  Mile.  GIrard,  a 
clever  singer  and  a  lively  actress,  is  very  effective  as  the 
soubretle  of  the  opera.  But  the  life  and  soul  of  the 
whole  is  Mme.  Cabel,  whose  Marie  is  one  of  the  most 
piquant  and  charming  performances  we  have  witnessed. 
That  this  popular  and  gifted  lady  is  not  merely  a  mis- 
tress of  the  florid  school  of  vocalization  is  proved  by  the 
manner  in  which  she  sings  the  little  romance,  lletnit  une 
Jillette.  Nothing  can  be  more  simple  and  unaffected, 
and  nothing  more  exquisitely  expressive.  Her  quaint 
and  pretty  delivery  of  the  phrase  which  -occurs  at  the 
end  of  each  couplet — ''  Dame  on  m'a  rac07Ue  ca  " — is  in- 
describable. On  the  other  hand,  M.  Clapisson  has  pro- 
vided Mme.  Cabel  with  quite  as  many  diflicult  orna- 
ments, Jiorituve,  and  passatres  of  bravura,  as  M.  Adam, 
who  has  given  her  nothing  else.  All  tlfese,  however,  are 
in  good  taste;  and  the  wonderful  ease  and  grace  with 
wdilch  thev  are  executed  invests  them  with  a  double 
chargi. —  Tines. 

Concerts.  —  The  (old)  PniLnARMOMic  Society 
closed  its  season  on  the  19th  ult.  with  Mendelssohn's  Ital- 
ian and  Beethoven's  C  minor  symphonies;  Beethoven's 
piano  concerto  in  E  flat,  played  by  Herr  Paner;  the 
overtures  to  Freyschillz  and  Jessonda ;  and  vocal  selec- 
tions from  Mozart,  Weber  and  Rossini,  by  Clara  Novello 
and  Sig.  Belletti. 

Ella's  Musical  Union  continues  to  give  classical 
quartets,  quintets  &c.,  to  cultivated  audiences,  with 
Ernst,  Molique,  &c.,  as  interpreters.  But  the  critics  take 
Mr.  Ella  to  task  for  marring  the  classical  purity  of  one 
of  his  programmes,  by  the  introduction  of  Thalberg's 
IMse  and  other  new-school  fantasias,  played  by  Master 
Arthur  Napoleon,  "  the  Portugese  prodigy."  The  next 
time  he  iiad  Charles  HalM  for  pi.anist,  who  added  a  con- 
cluding bouquet  of  piano  solos  to  a  programme  other- 
wise composed  simply  of  a  quartet  by  Mozart,  a  trio 
concertante  bj'  Spohr,  and  a  quartet  by  Beethoven.  At 
the  sixth  concert  Mile.  Clauss  put  the  finishing  grace 
upon  a  like  programme  with  solos  from  Mendelssohn 
and  Chopin. 

Mile.  Clauss  ami  Miss  Arabella  Goddard,  the 
young  German  and  the  young  English  pianist,  have  each 
given  a  concert,  to  the  delight  of  the  amateurs,  and  each 
evincing,  for  her  early  age,  remarkable  mechanical 
mastery  and  artistic  comprehension  of  all  the  great  piano- 
forte composers  from  Bach  and  Handel,  Jlozart  and  Beet- 
hoven, to  Chopin,  Liszt  and  Thalberg.  The  enthusiasm 
of  the  English  critics  about  Miss  Goddard,  who  is  only 
nineteen,  is  almost  unbounded. 

Mr.  Benedict  has  had  his  Annual  Concert,  as  usual 
thronged  with  auditors  and  exceeding  every  thing  in 
length.  All  sorts  of  songs,  duets,  &c.,  from  all  sorts  of 
operas,  were  sung  by  one  after  another  of  all  the  Italian, 
German,  and  native  vocal  notorieties  in  London;  suc- 
ceeded by  copious  selections  from  Benedict's  own  works, 
and  finally  by  Rossini's  Btabat  Miter  entire,  with  Grisi, 
Viardot,  Bosio,  Mario,  Belletti,  &c.,  in  the  solos!  There 
■were  also  various  instrumental  pieces,  including  Bach's 
triple  Concerto,  played  by  the  three  pianists,  Benedict, 
Halle,  and  Lindsay  Sloper. 


English  Glee  and  Madrigal  Union. — This  excel- 
lent society,  which  was  established  with  the  object  of 
preserving  the  models  of  English  vocal  part-writing  from 
oblivion,  gave  its  first  concert  for  the  season  in  Willis's 
rooms.  The  principal  singers  were  Mrs.  Endcrssohn, 
Mrs.  Lockey,  Messrs.  Lockey,  Ilobbs,  and  H.  Phillips, 
who  were  assisted  by  an  eflicient  chorus  of  four  sopra- 
nos, four  contraltos,  three  tenors,  and  five  basses,  with 
Mr.  J.  L.  Hatton  at  the  piano-forte.  A  very  interesting 
selection  of  madrigals  and  glees  from  the  works  of  Staf- 
ford Smith,  Wcblje,  John  Bcnet,  Paxton,  Knyvett,  Ra- 
venscroff,  and  Bishop,  with  a  capital  specimen  of  the 
modern  glee,  by  Mr.  L.  Hatton  (■'  The  hunt  is  up  " — 
founded  on  a  passage  from  the  diary  of  Sir  Thomas 
More's  daughter),  was  admirably  sung,  and  keenly  en- 
joyed by  the  audience.  Among  the  best  things  was  Dr. 
Cooke's  lively  glee,  "  Hand-in-hand,"  and  Benet's  charm- 
ing and  elaborate  madrigal,  "All  creatures  now  are 
merry-minded"  (one  of  the  numerous  lyrical  apostro- 
phes to  the  beauty  and  virtues  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  un- 
der the  fancy  name  of  "  Oriana").  These  were  sung  to 
perfection,  tiie  strict  attention  to  light  and  shade  being 
as  remarkable  as  the  point  and  decision  (T  the  execution. 
Between  the  parts  Mr.  Hatton  gave  a  remarkably  good 
performance  on  the  piano-forte  of  Handel's  well-known 
air  and  variations,  entitled  ''The  Harmonious  Black- 
smith," from  the  Suites  de  Pieces,  which  was  deservedly 
applauded. —  Times. 
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The  Orchestral  Proportions. 

New  York,  July  3,  1S54. 

Dear  Sir  : — The  just  proportions  of  certain  in- 
struments in  orchestras  of  a  fixed  number  must,  I 
suppose,  be  fi.xed  and  well  ascertained  ;  and  yet  I 
not  only  continually  find  orchestras  diSiering  in 
this  respect,  but  it  has  never  been  my  good  fortune 
to  meet  with  any  satisfactory  article,  either  in 
musical  papers  or  books,  which  has  given  me  clear 
ideas  upon  the  subject.  Nothing  in  fact  to  tell 
me  what  instruments  are  used  to  produce  certain 
effects,  and  what  to  produce  others.  Such  an  art- 
icle could  not  fail  to  be  interesting  to  all  amateurs, 
and  yet  it  is  one  which  critics  seem  always  to 
avoid.  I  should  like  to  ask  you  to  write  such  an 
article  ;  but  if  [  ask  for  too  much  I  fear  I  shall  get 
nothing,  and  therefore  the  simple  question  (if  it  is 
simple)  which  I  should  like  to  put  is  this : 

In  an  orchestra,  of  say  forty  performers,  strings, 
reeds,  and  brass,  what  should  be  the  proportion  of 
each  of  these  divisions  ;  and  what  should  be  the 
proportions  of  the  sub-divisions  under  each  :  e.  g., 
under  the  division  of  strings,  what  should  be  the 
number  of  the  double-basses,  what  of  the  violon- 
cellos, what  of  the  violas,  and  what  of  the  first 
and  second  violins?  And  finally,  would  the  pro- 
portions, whatever  they  may  be,  hold  in  a  like 
ratio  in  an  increased  orchestra — for  instance  one 
of  a  double  size  ? 

By  answering  (if  inclination  should  prompt) 
this  question,  you  would  confer  an  essential  favor 
which  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by 

Your  Subscrieee. 

Answer. — Want  of  time  and  room  limits  our 
answer,  for  the  present,  to  the  "  simple "  ques- 
tion ; — although  even  that  is  not  so  Very  simple, 
for  the  reason  that  there  are  so  many  modifying 
circumstances  and  so  many  exceptional  cases  in 
the  uses  of  an  orchestra,  which  render  the  pro- 
portions variable,  whether  it  be  an  orchestra  of 
forty  or  of  a  hundred  instruments. 

1.  Suppose  the  problem  to  be,  with  an  orchestra 
of  forty,  to  render  the  symphonies  and  overtures 
of  Beethoven,  Blendelssohn,  &c.  (For  those  of 
Haydn  and  Mozart  even  a  smaller  number  will 
suffice,  they  being  written  for  a  smaller  number 
of  real  parts.)     The  proportion  of  strings  to  reed,* 
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brass,  &c.,  should  be  about  as  24  to  16,  distributed 
say  as  follows : 

First  Violins 8 

Second  Violins 8 

Violas  (tenor) 4 

Violoncellos 2 

Double  Basses 2 

Flutes 2 

1st  and  2d  Obiie 2 

1st  and  2d  Clarinet 2 

1st  and  2d  Bassoon 2 

Island  2d  Horn 2 

Trumpets 2 

Trombones 2 

Tympani,  Triangle,  c&c 2 

40 
A  larger  proportion  of  basses  to  Tiolins  is  often 
desirable ;  and  indeed  the  number  of  each  class 
of  strings  must  depend  somewhat  on  the  relative 
efficiency  of  individual  pei-formers  ;  four  effective 
violins  upon  a  part  more  than  counterbalancing 
eight  feeble  ones. 

The  strings,  or  quartet,  as  it  is  technically  term- 
ed, compose  the  heart  and  vital  nucleus,  the  foun- 
dation of  the  orchestra.  These  may  (without 
adding  to  the  wind  band,  as  above  stated,)  be  In- 
creased almost  indefinitely,  until  "we  approach  the 
dimensions  of  a  colossal  or  "monster"  orchestra. 
As  a  general  rule,  there  can  hardly  bo  too  many 
strings,  provided  their  cpartet  be  in  itself  well 
balanced. 

The  sixteen  reed  and  brass  instruments  above 
named  are  enough,  not  only  for  an  orchestra  of 
forty,  but  for  one  of  almost  any  magnitude,  short 
of  the  monster  orchestra  for  some  great  festival ; — 
allowing,  of  course,  for  the  occasional  introduction 
of  extra  horns,  as  in  the  Freyschulz  overture,  ro 
trumpets,  trombones,  tubas,  and  whatever  instru- 
ments for  special  effects  ;-  as  drums,  cymbals  and 
other  "Janissary  music,"  ad  libitum,  when  a  Jul- 
lien  would  astonish  the  multitude. 

The  un-uniformity  in  practice  among  the  va- 
rious orchestras,  which  our  "  Subscriber "  has 
been  used  to  hear,  is  owing,  therefore,  to  three 
causes :  to  the  unequal  efficiency  of  individual 
performers  on  the  same  instruments  ;  to  the  inci- 
dental effects,  the  various  uses  and  abuses,  (new 
ideas  truly  inspired,  or  fantastical  caprices,)  to 
which  an  orchestra  is  from  time  to  time  applied  ; 
and,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  to  the  make- 
shift expedients  of  ^  conductor  who  has  not 
enough  materials  at  his  command.  In  the  latter 
case  his  orchestra  is  only  a  quasi  orchestra,  a  more 
or  less  skilful  and  judicious  abridgement,  which  to 
the  apprehensive  imagination  of  the  hearer  may 
yet  serve  very  well  to  sketch  out  and  suggest  the 
full  design  of  the  composer.  This  category,  in 
truth,  exhausts  nearly  the  whole  of  our  good  for- 
tune (in  this  country),  in  the  way  of  orchestral 
enjoyments. 

The  sin  of  misproportFon  in  almost  all  our 
quasi  orchestras  is  the  excess  of  wind  instruments, 
particularly  of  the  brass.  We  have  no  room 
here  to  go  into  the  special  functions  of  each  of 
these  pastoral  or  war-like,  mild  or  terrible  mem- 
bers of  the  little  tone-republic.  Generally  speak- 
ing, white  the  groundwork  of  the  musical  thought 
resides  in  the  stringed  quartet,  they  add  a  various 
coloring  to  the  harmony ;  or  they  contrast  and 
alternate  their  harmonic  masses  with  the  masses 
of  stringed  harmony ;  or  they  step  into  indi- 
vidual prominence  in  piquant  obligato  solo,  duet 
J  or  trio  passages,  where  one  of  a  kind  makes  a 
clearer   and  distlncter   impression  than  two  or  a 


dozen  would.  Indeed  the  maximum  of  legiti- 
mate trumpet  effect  in  almost  any  orchestra  is 
reached  by  a  single  trumpet  on  each  part,  as  first 
or  second ;  and  every  one  has  seen  how  one 
little  saucy  piccolo  or  octave  flute  can  splash  a 
deluse  of  bright  yellow  over  the  most  gaudy  and 
colossal  tone-picture  of  JuUien's  largest  orches- 
tra. 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  no  absolute  numeri- 
cal proportion  can  hold  between  the  wind  and 
the  stringed  members  of  an  orchestra.  Different 
uses  require  different  propoi-tions.  It  would  be 
as  hard  to  say  how  many  .instruments  of  each 
kind  shall  always  compose  an  orchestra  of  a  given 
number  of  men,  as  it  would  to  say  how  much  of 
each  color  a  painter  must  use  in  every  picture  of 
a  given  character.  Much  must  be  left  to  the  in- 
spiration, tact  and  judgment  of  the  composer, 
whether  in  colors  or  in  tones.  And  (in  the  ab- 
sence of  explicit  directions)  the  conductor  should 
have  genius  enough,  in  sympathy  with  the  com- 
poser, to  contrive  such  combinations,  according  to 
the  circumstances,  as  will  most  nearly  realize  the 
effects  intended  in  the  composition. 

This,  we  are  aware,  is  a  very  imperfect  answer 
to  our  correspondent's  questions ;  but  its  faults 
are  (necessarily)  those  of  omission.  We  design 
at  earliest  convenience  to  treat  the  subject 
more  at  length,  and  perhaps  enrich  our  columns 
with  what  has  been  written  by  some  of  the  best 
authorities.  Meawhile  we  may  refer  to  the  treat- 
ise by  Berlioz  on  Instrumentation ;  to  various 
essays  by  Fetis  ;  and  to  the  instructive  and  popu- 
lar article  about  "  The  Orchestra,"  by  William 
Henry  Fry,  which  appeared  a  few  months  since 
in  Putnam's  Magazine. 


New  Music. 

(From  G.  P.  Eeed  &  Co.)'  • 

Rossini.  Les  Soiries  MusicaUs.  No.  I.  La 
Promessa  (The  Promise);  No.  2.  II  Rimprovero 
(The  Reproof.) 

The  enterprising,  publishers  could  not  do  a  bet- 
ter thing  than  reprint,  as  they  have  here  com- 
menced to  do,  that  capital  collection  of  eight  Ital- 
ian airs  and  four  duets,  commonly  known  as  the 
Soirees  Italiens,  or  "Evenings  in  Italy."  They 
are  among  the  most  genial  and  characteristic  of 
the  separate  melodies  of  Rossini.  Several  of 
them,  like  the  "  Tarantella,"  the  "  Venetian  Re- 
gatta," L'Orgia,  &c.,  must  be  already  familiar  to 
our  readers  through  the  singing  of  Belletti  and 
others,  and  the  piano-forte  transcriptions  of  Lisrt. 
The  beautiful  notturno,  for  soprano-  and  tenor, 
Mira  la  bianca  luna,  too,  is  one  of  the  series.  The 
two  little  cansonette,  already  issued,  are  graceful, 
sparkling  little  love  melodies,  though  not  the  most 
interesting  of  the  dozen.  This  edition  is  a  neat 
and  exact  reprint  of  the  European,  Vv'ith  both  the 
Italian  words  and  a  singable  English  translation 
by  our  townsman  Charles  J.  Speague,  Esq. 
Every  cultivator  of  the  best  Italian  melody  will 
rejoice  to  own  a  full  set  of  the  Soirees. 

Oesten,  Theodoe.  Case  of  Jewels,  No.  2.  pp.  7. 
Five  more  little  pieces,  (from  the  Sonnambula, 
Lortzing's  "Peter  the  Great,"  Flotow's  Martha, 
with  a  slow  waltz,  and  a  People's  Song,)  very  sim- 
ply arranged  for  beginners  on  the  piano. 

Oesten,  Theodoe.     XII.  Caprices  Elegantes. 

A  series  of  more  elaborate  and  fantasia-like 
pieces,  yet  of  medium  difliculty.  No.  1  gives 
graceful  variations  upon  Die  Elfen,  a  favorite 
waltz  by  Labitzky. 


TucKEEJiAN,  S.  p.  Mns.  Doc.  Service  for  the 
Burial  of  the  Dead ;  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
Jonas  Chickeeing.     pp.  16. 

The  composer  had  an  inspiring  theme,  and  he 
has  treated  it  with  reverent  and  true  feeling,  with 
dignity,  simplicity  and  learning.  The  short  intro- 
ductory movement  for  the  organ,  in  G  minor,  is 
solemn  and  unpretending,  in  strict  fcrar-part  har- 
mony. So  is  the  four-voiced  setting  of  the  words  : 
"I  am  the  Resurrection,"  &c.;  entirely  appropri- 
ate and  in  the  easy  manner  of  one  who  is  in  the 
habit  of  carrying  four  distinct  parts  along  together. 
After  thi«  he  introduces  a  double  chant,  arranged 
from  a  single  one,  and  the  old  hymns  of  "St. 
Mary's,"  and  "Dundee  ;  "  when  the  original  vocal 
harmony  is  continued  to  the  words  :  "  I  heard  a 
voice  from  Heaven  j  "  and  the  whole  is  concluded 
on  the  organ  by  the  Dead  March  from  Handel's 
"  Saul."  All  is  chaste,  plain  and  church-like, 
without  admixture  of  sentimentality  or  nonsense. 

(From  Oliver  Ditson,  Boston.) 

NovELLO,  Vincent.  (Composed  or  arranged). 
Short  Melodies  for  the  Organ,  principally  for 
the  softer  stops.     No.  3. 

The  young  organist  will  here  find  a  variety  of 
tasteful,  expressive  and  truly  classical  voluntaries 
of  moderate  length.  The  present  number  includes 
a  Benediction  Piece,  a  canon  (originally  a  round 
for  four  sopranos);  an  .Sir  thematique  from  Pleyel ; 
an  Agnus  Dei  from  Novello's  Mass  in  D  ;  a  lovely 
minor  melody  from  J.  B.  Cramer  ;  the  Ambrosian 
Hymn  from  Spohr's  "Consecration  of  Tones" 
symphony ;  a  simple  melody,  by  Novello ;  a 
short  slow  movement  from  Beethoven ;  a  very 
interesting  old  Gregorian  melody,  variously 
harmonized  by  Novello,  &c.,  &c. 

Calcott,  W.  H.  Half  Hours  with  the  best  Com- 
posers. No.  1.  Von  Weber;  2.  Beethoven;  3. 
Mendelssohn;  4.   Spohr. 

Number  One  is  a  very  pleasant  and  well  con- 
nected medley  (for  the  piano)  of  favorite  scraps 
from  Weber,  commencing  with  the  opening  horn 
passage  and  following  mysterious  chords  in  the 
overture  to  Oberon ;  and  continuing  with  a  slow 
theme  from  the  first  clarinet  concerto,  the  "  Mer- 
maid's Chorus"  from  Oberon,  the  prayer  from 
Freyschiitz,  the  "Bridal  Chorus"  from  Oberon, 
the  brilliant  Allegro  from  the  "  Jubilee  Overture," 
and  so  on.  The  connecting  links,  concluding 
phrases,  &c.,  are  (juite  after  the  Weber  manner. 
Playing  it  through  is  a  pleasant  way  of  recalling 
and  making  clear  in  the  mind  many  things  that 
have  charmed  us  in  the  orchestra  or  opera. 

Knoer,  Julius.  Methodical  Guide  for  Teachers 
of  Music  on  the  Piano-forte.  Translated  from 
The  German  by  G.  A.  Schmitt.     16mo.  pp.  64. 

This  excellent  little  hook  is  a  guide  to  teachers, 
to  be  used  in  connection  with  Knorr's  revision  of 
"  A.  E.  Miiller's  Method,"  also  published  by  Dit- 
son and  recently  noticed  in  these  columns.  It  is 
full  of  excellent  hints,  which  not  only  aid  the 
teacher  in  so  directing  the  mechanical  exercises  of 
the  pupil  as  to  impart  the  "true  artistic  piano 
touch  ; "  but  which  keep  ever  present  to  the  mind 
the  more  inspiring  aspects  of  the  Art.  At  every 
stage  of  mechanical  progress  it  indicates  a  list  of 
the  best  compositions  to  be  practiced,  with  a  con- 
stant eye  to  the  cultivation  of  taste  and  the  form- 
ation of  a  true  style.  Indeed,  the  book  contains  a 
full  and  admirable  catalogue  raisonnee  of  the  com- 
positions which  ought  to  enter  into  the  musical 
reading  of  a  pianist  who  would  be  at  home  in  the 
whole  history  of  his  Art,  from  Bach  and  Handel 
down  to  Thalberg,  Chopin,  Liszt,  Schumann  and 
Heller.  The  earnest  amateur  and  student  will 
find  this  useful,  as  well  as  the  teacher. 
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Gastle  Garden  Opeka. —  The  novelty  of 
the  week  has  been  the  debut  of  Signora  Martini 
d'Ormt,  the  new  contralto,  in  the  character  of 
the  Spanish  gentleman,  Amando  di  Gondi,  in 
Donizetti's  Maria  di  Rohan.  We  heartily  agree 
■with  Fry's  remarks  in  the  Tribune  about  this 
class  of  impersonations. 

■  We  wish  we  could  speak  from  being  interested 
in  what  she  did,  but  we  have  a  constitutional 
horror  of  seeing  the  worst  of  farces — that  of 
women  dressed  in  men's  clothes— touching  sword- 
hilt,  challenging,  and  so  forth,  all  in  the  harmonic 
tones  of  the  sex — consecrated  by  nature  to  gen- 
tleness and  love.  Alboni  even  was  a  nuisance  in 
such  characters';  they  are  utterlj'  and  irredeem- 
ably bad,  running  in  the  face  of  nature.  In  point  of 
truth,  they  are  not  a  remove  from  the  lyrical  mon- 
ster of  the  Pope's  chapel,  and  could  only  come  of 
a  nation  whose  political  philosophy  needs  regene- 
ration. Thus  much  for  the  feminine-man  busi- 
•ness  on  the  stage,  which  should  be,  if  we  must 
have  them,  balanced  with  men,  bearded  and 
whiskered,  doing  the  characters  of  Juliets  and 
Violas. 

Apart  from  this  we  would  add  that  the  new 
contralto  has  a  face  of  singular  intelligence — • 
vivacious  action,  and  an  excellent  voice.  The 
song  she  sang — by  the  way  the  best  melody  of  the 
opera — was  roundly  applauded  ;  and  at  the  close 
of  the  first  act,  the  principal  singers  were  all 
called  for.  We  did  not  see  the  other  acts,  but 
would  judge  that  Graziani  excited  his  audience 
by  his  earnest  style  and  capital  voice,  in  the 
climax  scene.  The  tenor  gave  his  first  air  with 
great  sweetness.  Madame  Bertucca-Maretzek  is 
quite  recovered,  and  performed  with  spirit. 


-J  N    m£ 


Music  on  the  Common. — Our  "  city  fathers " 
have  again, — reluctantly,  it  would  seem — provided 
a  small  modicum  of  summer  evening  music  by 
way  of  refined  recreation  for  the  people.  Two 
evenings  in  the  week  (Tuesdays  and  Fridays), 
small  military  brass  bands  take  their  turns  in  dol» 
ing  out  driblets  of  the  hacknied  Jullien  splendors, 
.(as  if  there  could  be  one  poor  forlorn  soul  in  this 
land  whose  memory  needs  to  be  refreshed  upon 
the  subject  of  the  "Prima  Donna  Waltz !  ")  to- 
gether with  the  same  half-dozen  of  better  things 
that  were  played  all  last  summer.  Our  hopes  of 
the  organization  of  a  true,  not  military,  but  civic 
band,  by  the  city  for  such  purposes — a  band  of 
forty  to  fifty  instruments,  with  a  goodly  share  of 
reeds,  instead  of  all  brass — have  been  entirely  dis- 
appointed. One  would  have  thought  the  sound  of 
Dodworth's  band  in  our  streets  would  have  stimu- 
lated the  ambition  to  attempt  something  quite  as 
good  or  better ;  for  even  that  was  not  quite  perfect, 
a  want  cf  something  being  felt  between  the  reed 
and  tuba  tribes. 

But  it  is  no  fault  of  our  musicians  that  they  do 
not  form  larger  and  more  composite  bands.  They 
act  up  to  the  patronage  which  they  receive.  They 
must  perforce  club  together  their  forces  in  "  small 
quantities  to  suit  purchasers,"  relying  as  they  do 
mainly  upon  the  parades  of  military  companies 
for  their  employment.  It  is  time  that  the  public, 
or  those  who  in  an  oflicial  manrjer  provide  some- 
what for  the  education  and  amusement,  as  well  as 
for  the  health  and  order  of  the  public,  should  call 
into  being  a  complete  band,  for  the  adequate  per- 
formance of  good  njusic  ("not  excluding  popular} 
on  a  scale  that  it  can  be  heard  by  crowds  in  the 
open  air,  and  which  may  be  employed  to  lend  a 
rhythmical  charm  to  all  peaceful  public  ceremo 
■  nials,  processions,  &c.,  whether  of  a  solemn  or  a 
festive  character. 

Would  that  be  extravagant  ?  Think  then  of  the 
economy  of  blazing  away  thousands  of  dollars  in 
an  hour  or  two,  on  every  Fourth  of  July,  in  sense- 
less fireworks,  and  barbarous  pistols,  pop-guns  and 
crackers,  nourishing  and  stimulating  the  love  for 
all  sorts  of  disorder,  insolence,  vulgarity  and  vio- 
lence. A  small  moiety  of  the  money  would  peo- 
ple the  Common  every  pleasant  summer  evening 
with  delighted  listeners  to  really  fine  music,  and 
make  the  streets  echo  with  the  frequent  sound  of 


strains  that  unconsciously  refine  and  elevate  the 
popular  sentiment  and  taste. 


Boston  Music  Hali.  Association. — We  accident- 
ally omitted  to  mention  certain  changes  which  took 
place  in  the  Board  of  DirectorB,  soon  after  our  report  of 
the  annual  meeting  in  June.  Not  by  way  of  news,  but 
for  convenience  of  future  reference,  we  do  it  now.  Im- 
mediately after  the  re-election  of  the  old  officers,  the 
president,  Charles  T.  Curtis,  Esq.,  and  Charles  H.  Mills, 
Esq.,  one  of  the  directors,  sent  in  their  resignation, 
which  was  accepted,  and  their  places,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  late  Mr.  Chickering,  have  been  filled  by  the  election 
of  Messrs.  C.  C.  Perkins,  Eben  Dale  and  E.  D,  Brighara. 
The  Board  is  now  composed  as  follows  ; 

Directors,  Dr.  J.  B.  Upham,  (Pres't,)  E.  D.  Brigham, 
Henry  W.  Fickei-ing,  Dr.  George  Derby,  Eben  Dale, 
Charles  C.  Perkins,  R.  E.  Apthorp.  Treasurer,  John 
Rogers.     Secretary,  Francis  L.  Batchelder. 


^ ai)  e r  t  C s  e m B n  t  s . 


HARVARD  MUSICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

THE  Association  will  meet  in  Cambridge  on  CommeBcemenfc 
Dav,  oa  WEDNESDAY  nest,  July  19th,  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  SAUNDERS,  {next  to  Christ  Church,)  at  1  o'clock,  where 
a  room  will  be  open  for  Members  during  the  day. 

H.  WARE,  Recording  Secretary. 

VOCAL  laUSIC  IN  CLASSES. 

The  undersigned  proposes  to  give  iEStruction  to  Young 
Ladies  in  Classes,  to  Familibs,  and  to  Individuals,  as  may 
be  desired,  in  the 

Elementary  Principles  and  Practice  of  Vocal 

Alusic, 

According  to  the  Pestalozzian  or  Inductive  Method. 

The  plan  proposed  will  not  interfere  with  instruction  in  the 
higher  branches  of  Tocal  Execution,  Stile,  Expression,  etc. 
nor  supersede  its  necessity  ;  but  the  great  object  will  be,  by 
the  establishment  of  a  systematic,  well  directed.^  and  adequate 
elementary  course^  to  enable  pupils  to  read  even  the  most  diffi- 
cult music  with  ea.=;e  and  fluency — and  thus  eminently  qualify 
them  to  receive  and  profit  by  their  instructions  in  the  more 
advanced  studies  of  the  Art. 

New  classes  formed  whenever  a  sufficient  number  of  pupils 
shall  apply.  The  price  of  tuition  will  be  regulated  by  the 
number  of  pupils  in  a  class.  Families  and  small  classes  met  at 
their  residences,  if  desired. 

Apply  between  the  hours  of  2  and  3  P.  M.,  at  the  rooms  of 
George  J.  Webb  &  Co,  No.  3  Winter  St. 

E.  R.  IJLANCHARD, 
Teacher  of  the  Piano,  and  Yocal  Music  in  Classes. 

Residence,  No.  24  West  Cedar  St.  Boston. 

Ilefcrences.:  Messrs.  Georj^e  J.  Webb,  Lowell  Mason,      je  17 

A.  WERNER  &  L.  J.  HOEFFNER, 

DEALERS   IN 

No.  265  "WASHINGTOKT  STREET. 
(corner  op  winter  street.) 

PIANO-FORTES,  Seraphinos,   Melodeons,  Guitars,  Yiolina, 
Tenors,  Violoncellos,  Basses,  Clarinets,  Flutes,  Piccolos, 
Fifes,  Accordeons,  Strings,  Bows,  etc. 

We  shall  keep  on  ha.ntl  a  great  variety  of  the  above  named 
instruments,  and  .shall  endeavor  to  give  satisfaction  to  all 
purchasers,  whether  they  desire  the  best  and  highest  priced, 
or  the  cheapest  instruments.  Orders  by  letter  will  be  carefully 
attended  to. 

PIANOS  TO  LET,  TUNED  AND  REPAIRED. 
Mr.  Werner  will  also  continue  to  give  instruction  on  the 
Piano,  Organ,  Flute,  Yioliu  and  Guitar.     Mr.  Werner  can  be 
seen  at  the  Sales-room,  or  in  the  evening  at  his  residence,  No. 
976  Washington  St.  May  27.    3m 

GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  GO'S 
PIANO-FORTE   WAREROOMS: 

CUambers,  No.  3  ^Vinter  Street,  Boston. 

AT  this  Establishment  may  be  found  an  elegant  and  exten- 
sive assortment  of 

PIANO-FORTES, 

at  all  prices,  warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  the  essential  properties  of  Tone,  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
Style,  and  Finish.    None  others  will  be  kept. 
Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AND  GUITARS. 

Mr.  Webb's  long  experience  in  the  profession  of  Music,  ena- 
bles us  to  assure  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  may 
find  it  inconvenient  to  visit  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desiredj  as  by  personal 
examination;  and  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders, 
can  implicitly  rely  upon  the  exerci.se  of  Mr.  Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  favor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  be  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit. 

2y  SOLD  AT  MANUFACTURERS'  PRICES. 
. ..  .Agents  for.  . .. 
Lighte,  Newton  &/  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &o  Co.'s  do.       Boston. 

Goodman  So  Baldwin's  Melodeons. 

Feb  19    6m 


ADOLPH  KIELBLOCK, 

No.  30  ASH  STREET,  BOSTON. 

tnT^Communications  may  be  left  at  Mr,  Ditson's  music  .'itore, 
No.  115  Washington  Street.  June  10. 

MUSICAL  NOTICE. 

T.  B.RTCHER.  Teacher  of  the  Organ,  Piano-Forte  and 
Singing,  hiivinj^  closed  his  connection  as  Organist  of  the  Bow- 
doin  Sqaiir'-  ("hurch.  has  rcnioved  to  No.  7K  TreiiHJot  Kow, 
where  he  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  for  his  services 
as  Organist  and  Teacher  of  Music.  je24 

HE'^VS'    PATENT 
AMERICANACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  havo 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  aud  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

SEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER   AND   DEALER   IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  344  AVasliliisto"  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FOB  TES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  #  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gray's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

References. 

Messrs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  .Jewett,  Geo.  Punchard,  Boston. 

Messrs.  George  Peabody,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.    3m. 

PIANIST  AND   TEACHER   OF   MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Natq-^n  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co   17  Tremont  Row. 

References: — Mrs.  C.  TV.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Ternon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  J'eb.  IS. 

PIANOS  !      PIANOS  !      PIANOS  ! 
BAKGAINS  IN  PIANOS. 

Tlie  subscribers  have  in  store  new  German  Rosewood  Q}^ 
octave  Pianos,  at  S260.  Warranted  fully  equal  to  the  Boston 
and  New  York  pianos,  and  one  hundred  dollars  cheaper. 


July  8. 


a.    p.   REED   &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum. 


Mile.  GABEIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

GIVES 

INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

AND  MAY  BE  AUDRESSED   AT 

Feb.  4    3m  55  HANCOCK  STREET. 

Mr.    OTTO    DRESEL 

Will  return  to  Boston  by  the  first  of  October,  when  he  will  be 
prepared  to  receive  pupils  on  the  piano-forte. 
Address  meanwhile  at  this  office. 

J.  E.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  or  Theo. 
T.  Barker.  3  mos.  Dec    3. 


MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,  GUITAR, 

^  Seneca  St.,  comer  Harrison  Avenue. 

MR.  De  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  &c. 
Boston,  April  23.  3m 

J.    TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Residence  No.  56  Kueelamd  Street. 

Oct.  8.    3m 

A.   W.   PRENZEL, 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 
Iffo-  G  Acorn  St.,  (between  Chestnut  and  Mt.  Yernon  Sts.) 
Apr  8  BOSTON. 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF   MUSIC. 


In  all  its  various  branches, 

BTEATIiY   AWD    PEOMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY   EDWARD    L.    BAT^CH, 

©ffuc  Soimtal  of  iStusit,  Ko.  21  School  St 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  him  hy  the  Masa. 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  worliuianship, 
may  be  seen  at  liis  office. 

dp* MUSIC    prepared  for    Stereotyi>iMg. 

GREAT  BOOK  IN  PRESS. 

MOORE'S  EICYCLGP^BIA  OF  MUSIC: 

COMPILED  BY  JOHN  "W.  MOORE, 
With  the  aFsistance  of  other  distinguished  men  in  the  musical 
world.  The  intention  of  the  author  is  to  make  a  most  com- 
plete and  thorough  work  of  the  above,  which  will  be  a  desid- 
eratum in  the  world  of  music.  It  will  be  published  in  one 
elegant  Eoyal  OctaTO  volume  of  about  900  pages,  double  col- 
umnSj  and  will  contain  a  complete 

Dictionary  of  Slnsical  Terms, 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  SCIENCE  OP  MUSIC, 

from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  on  Harmony  and  Thorough  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  Musical  Ikstroments,  with  the 
names  of  the  most  distinguished  makers,  and  a  complete  Musi- 
cal Biography  of  over  three  thousand  of  the  most  distinguished 
Composers  and  Musicians  who  have  ever  lived.  I\Ir.  Moore  has 
spent  several  years  in  compilmg  this  vaU\able  work.  It  is  now 
going  throirgh  the  press  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S. — The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluable 
to  every  professional  musician,  and  to  every  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring ;  we  hope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  has 
been  delayed  on  account  of  the  immense  labor  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  the  difficulty  of  stereotyping  a  work  so  full  of  examples. 
The  delay,  however,  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  be Sp4  00. 

The  px'ice,  bound  in  half  calf,  will  be.  ...4  50. 
JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  &  Co., 
Publishers,  17  and  19  Cornhill.  Boston  ; 
JE\yETTj  PP.OCTOR  &  WORTIIINGTON, 

Cleveland. 
"Will  be  for  sale  by  all  the  book:  and  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  Feb.  11. 

C3r,  -<^-  sf03E2:iVB:3:"r"i?, 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr.  O.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  2S2  Washington  St. 

BEFERENCES. 

John  S.  Dwight,  'Esq.  I  Mrs.  Farnham, 

0.  Ditson,  Esq.  1  6  Copeland  st.  Rosburj. 

N.  Richardson,  Esq.  lEpes  Sargent,  Esq. 

A.  Berry,  Esq.  28  Pearl  st.  Rev.  Mr.  Huntington. 

J.  A.  Hanson,  Esq  ,  6  Bath  st.  iHon.  J.  J.  Clarke,  27  State  st. 

H.  Crocker,  Esq.  6  Shawmut  ar.  |  July  1 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACHER  OF  TTaE  PIA-JUO  Al^iB  ORGA.1N. 

D;^TEK51S   MODERATE. 

Kesidenoe,  24  West  Cedar  Street. 
Beference,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  E3Q.  May  20. 


Signor  AUGUSTO  BENDELAKI, 

(from      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINGING. 

Kesidenee,  "Wintlirop  House,  Boston. 
May  13  tf 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACH  EB     OF     MUSIC, 

265  'Washington  Street,  Boston. 


Oct.  16. 


3m 


Germasiia  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OP  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E.  TELTOW,  Agent. 
iil4  tf  30  Fayette  Street. 


CHICKERINa   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OE 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

s»x.^Kro-:H'C3]E8.'a[?3s^, 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


i;«^ABEKOOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


THE  MODERN  SCHOOL 

— FOR  THE  — 

lE^' X -^^  350"  O  -  S^  O  lEl.  T  ES  , 

HAS  MET  WITH  THE  GREATEST  POSSIBLE  SUCCESS 
and  has  created  more  excitement  among  Instruction  Book 
makers  and  publishers  than  any  other  Method  before  heard  of; 
for  the  reason  that  it  is  sometuinq  kew,  and  thoroughly 
ADAPTED  TO  ITS  PURPOSE.  It  is  a  "'Yankee"  invention,  and 
the  only  work  in  existence  that  is  universally  commended 
notwithstanding  the  great  opposition  which  has  so  long  been 
mainfained  against  every  musical  work  from  the  pen  of  an 
Amtrican.  The  Author  feels  much  flattered  with  the  interest 
both  foreign  and  American  Professors  have  taken  in  introducing 
his  method  ;  it  certainly  is  its  best  recommendation.  The 
"  Modern  School  "  is  not  only  known  in  this  country,  but  in 
Germany,  France  and  England. 

Publishers,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  already  feel  the  in- 
fluence of  this  Instruction  Book,  and  it  has  induced  them  to 
overhaul  their  old  and  long- forgotten  "  Methods,"  shake  off 
the  dust  and  disguise  them  in  a  modern  suit,  and  present  them 
to  the  present  generation  as  something  new.  In  fact,  every 
work  less  than  a  hundred  years  old  is  now  making  its  re-appear- 
ance. 

THE  MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PIANO-FORTE  is 
bound  to  sustain  its  reputation  and  we  challenge  any  publisher 
in  this  country  or  in  any  other,  to  produce  a  method  for  the 
Piano  that  has  stood  or  will  stand  the  same  examination  and 
criticism  as  the  Modtrn  School/or  the  Piano-Forte. 

The  Author,  Mr.  NATHAN  RICHARDSON,  has  just  re- 
turned from  Europe,  where  he  has  met  with  the  most  flattering 
success  with  his  Instruction  Book,  it  having  passed  a  critical 
examination  by  the  most  distinguished  teachers,  and  been 
pronounced  a  great  improvement  upon  all  other  methods 
by  the  highest  authority  of  the  old  country. 

Among  the  many  Professors  who  examined  this  work,  and 
gave  their  written  recommendations,  we  will  mention 

JULIUS     KNORR, 

(well  known  in  this  country,)  who  admitted  to  the  Author 
personally  that  there  is  no  instruction  book  at  the  present  day 
that  will  compare  with  the  MODERN  SCHOOL  as  regards 
true  merit,  and  will  answer  so  fully  its  purpose.  He  gave  his 
written  testimonial  as  follows  ; 

After  a  careful  examination  of  '*  The  Modern  School  for  the 
Piano-Forte,"  by  Mr.  Nathan  Richardson,  I  am  convinced  that 
it  presents  a  full  and  accurate  compendium  of  all  that  is  most 
essential  to  the  acquirement  of  a  good  execution.  It  has, 
moreover,  the  merit  01  entire  consistency  in  its  system  of  tin- 
gering,  which  is  occasionally  new,  but  always  thoroughly 
adapted  to  its  end.  The  work  cannot  be  sufficiently  recom- 
mended, especially  to  those  players  who  make  vinuoyily,  or 
brilliant  execution,  one  end  of  their  studies.  An  interesting 
feature  of  the  book  will  certainly  be  found  by  many  in  its  ana- 
tomical descriptious  of  ttje  bones,  muscles,  and  ligaments  of 
the  hand.  JULIUS  KNORR. 

Ltipsic,  April,  1854. 

Those  who  are  about  to  purchase  an  Instruction  Book  for 
the  Piano-Forte  should  not  fail  to  examine  this  work  before 
any  other,  and  they  will  be  satisfied  that  it  is  the  most  tho- 
rough, progressive  and  comprehensive  method  ever  published, 
and  those  who  practice  out  of  it  will  improve  wonderfully.  It 
is  also  decidedly  cheaper  than  any  other.  Why  ?  Because  it 
contains  248  pages,  and  is  printed  upon  the  finest  paper,  em- 
bracing several  beautiful  colored  plates,  and  bound  in  splendid 
embossed  cloth,  full  gilt;  presenting  the  most  magnificent 
appearance  of  any  music  book  ever  laid  upon  the  piano. 

Single  copy, $4. 

To  satisfy  the  Public  that  the 

MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PIANO-FORTE 
is  the  best  Instruction  Book  published,  we  give  for  reference 
the  following  names  of  distinguished  Professsors  of  Music,  who 
have  given  the  moat  complimentary  recommendations  ' 


LOWELL  MASON, 
GEO.  J.  WEBB, 
ALFRED  JAELL, 
WM.  MASON, 
GEO.  F.  ROOT, 
W.  B    BRADBURY, 
A.  DI!EYS(;II0CK, 
OTTO  DRKSEL, 
CARL  BERGMANN, 
A.  KREISSMANN, 
F.  H.  HOWARD, 
AUGUST  GOCKEL, 
A.  W.  FRENZEL, 
A.  KIELBLOCK, 
A.  T.  TUORUP, 


S.  A.  BANCROFT, 
F.  G.  HILL, 
J,  B.  WHEATON, 
N.  B    CLAPP,. 
H.  PERABEAUr 
W.  R.  BABCOCK, 
W.  C.  GLYNN, 
F.  F.  MULLEB. 
L.  H.  SOUTHARD, 
J.  TRENKLB, 
T.  BRiCIIER, 

A.  BAUMBACH, 

B.  F    LEAVENS, 
JAMES  FLINT, 
ED.  BRUCE, 


NEW  YORK  MUSICAL  REVIEW, 

NEW  YORK  MUSICAL  WORLD  AND  THVIESy 

DWIGHT'S  JOURNAL  OF  MUSIC. 

Published  at  the 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston, 

BY    NATHAN    RICHARDSON^ 

and  for  sale  at  all  the  principal  Music  Stores  in  the  United 
States  and  English  Provinces.    All  orders  promptly  executed. 
N.  B. — A  list  of  recommendations,  from  one  to  two  hundred, 
may  be  batj  on  application  to  the  author. 


The  name  of  KNORK  in  commendation  of  an 
Instruction  Book  has  often  been  sought,  and 
wtien  obtained  considered  a  leading  induce- 
ment for  Teachers  and  Scholars  to  adopt  the 
work.  Here  we  have  a  Method  by  Kuorr  him- 
self, in  which  is  comprised  all  that  vast  accumu- 
lation of  Musical  Knowledge,  as  it  relates  to  the 
Piano,  which  has  made  his  name  so  celebrated, 
and  his  word  of  approval  so  desirable. 

THOSE,  THEREFORE,  WHO  HAVE  ADOPTED  A  WORK 
BECAUSE  JULIUS  KNOKK  RECOMMENDED  IT, 
Wn,L  NOT  FAIL  DULY  TO  APPRECIATE  A  VOLUME  OF 
INSTRUCTION  DIRECTLY  FROM  THE  PEN  OF  THAT 
TALENTED  ARTIST. 

THE  MOST  COMPLETE 

PIAETO-FOBTE    INSTRUCTION    BOOK 

OF    THE   AGE. 

A,  E.  ra[iJl,l,EK'S  METHOD 


I*  I  .A.  IiO"  O  -  IF' O  3EL  T  E3  : 

REVISED    BY 

JULIUS    KI«^OE.R, 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  GERMAN  BY 

G.    A.    SCHMITT. 

The  Musical  World  and  Times  says  of  this  work  :  *'  It  is 
admirably  suited  to  promote  the  study  of  the  Piano-Forte,  for 
it  is  one  of  the  most  complete  works,  in  this  line,  ever  pub- 
lished in  this  country,  while  it  is  based  on  the  soundest  prin- 
ciples of  teaching.  Miiller  seizes  npMi  the  pupil  from  the 
earliest  age,  and  from  the  simplest  lessons  leads  him,  step  by 
step,  methodically  to  the  fullest  development  of  his  physical 
powers,  and  to  the  highest  acquirements  of  the  instrument. 
There  is  one  part  of  this  Method  which  cannot  be  too  highly 
praised  ;  this  is  the  developement  given  by  the  author  to  the 
Exercises  ivith  the  hand  in  a  quiescent  state.  Explanations  on 
embellishments,  musical  elocution,  and  other  matters  are  given 
with  particulars  entirely  new.  An  excellent  chapter  is  de- 
voted to  the  performance  in  two  and  more  parts  {strict  style) 
of  each  hand  separately;  a  novelty  in  instruction  books  as 
yet  published  in  this  country.  TVe  recommend  the  book  to 
the  attention  of  borh  professional  men  and  such  musical  ama- 
teurs as  are  desirous  of  becoming  able  and  correct  players  on 
an  instrument  whose  resources  are  boundless,  and  whose  popu- 
larity is  daily  increasing." 

Numerous  letters  have  already  been  received  from  distin- 
guished Professors  of  Music,  copies  of  many  of  which  will  soon 
be  published.  There  is  but  one  opinion  expressed  respecting 
MUller  and  Knorr's  Method,  and  that  is  earnest  in  its  praise. 

From  lengthy  notices  of  the  Boston  press,  the  following-are 
selected  i-^ 

"  This  volume  contains  all  that  is  required  to  make  not  only 
a  good,  but  an  admirable  pianist." — Boston  Atlas. 

"  A  pupil  who  shall  follow  the  rudiments  here  given,  cannot 
fail  of  becoming  an  accomplished  performer.'' — Transcript. 

"  A  letracy  of  inestimable  worth  to  our  growing  love  of  the 
Art." — Post. 

"  An  elaborate  and  valuable  dir&ctoiry  to  the  art  of  piano- 
forte playing."— Traveller. 

"  It  contains  a  plainer  system  of  instruction  than  we  remem- 
ber to  have  ever  met  with  in  any  similar  publication." — Am. 
Union, 

*'-One  of  the  best,  if  not  the  very  best  (notwithstanding  the 
acknowledged  exeellenee  of  Bertini's  Method )  Piano  Instruction 
Book  ever  published  in  this  country." — Privateer. 

"  Best  and  most  thorough  Method  for  the  Piano  ever  pub- 
lished. Even  old  players  will  deem  it  a  valuable  companion." 
— Christian  Freeman. 

''^This  is  unquestionably  a  work  of  superior  excellence." — 
Pathfinder. 

This  translation  has  been  made  by  a  German  teacher,  who 
brought  to  the  task  the  results  of  a  long  experience  in  Piano- 
forte teaching,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe. 

The  German  Test  will  be  found  valuable  to  many  Teachers 
and  Scholars. 

The  work  is  comprised  in  170  large  quarto  pages. 

Complete,  T^vo  Parts  in  one, $3. 

Separate  Parts,  eacli $^« 

The  FIRST  PART  contains  the  Elements  of  Music,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  Piano  ;  a  systematic  synopsis  of  the  Rules  of 
Fingering  ;  explanations  of  different  modes  of  Musical  Elocu- 
tion :  interwoven  in  all  of  which  is  a  useful  Guide  to  the 
Teacher. 

The  SECOND  PART  treats  of  Mechanical  Matters,  or  all 
that  belongs  to  the  department  of  Fingering  exclusively. 
More  fully  carried  out  by  Knorr  in  this,  than  in  any  of  his 
other  works. 

Published  by  OLIVER  DITSON",  Boston: 

Berry  &  Gordon,   New  York :    J.  E.  Gould,  Philadelphia : 
D.  A.  Truax,  Cincinnati :  and  by  Music  Dealers  generally. 
D:;^Copie8  can  be  sent  by  mail. 
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VOL.    V. 


BOSTON,    SATURDAY,    JULY    22,    1854. 


NO.  16. 


PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATURDAY. 


TEEMS 


{  BY  MAIL, $2    PER  ANNUM,  )         .-r,^ i,-^rv! 

j     "    CAKKIEE,  $2.50  "         'J™ADVAI.CE. 

ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainJy  to  the  Art  of  Mosio,  but  with 
glances  at  the  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  literature  ; 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  Reviews  of  Concerts, 
Oratorios,  Operas  ;  with  timely  Analyses  of  the  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  Music  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  significant  Musical  News  from  all  parts ;  gathered  £rom 
EngUsh,  German,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essays  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instru- 
ments, theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  ;  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
Social,  and  Religious  bearings  ;  on  Music  in  the  Church,  the 
Concert-room,  the  Theatre,  the  Chamber,  and  the  Street,  fcc. 
6.  Translations  from  the  best  German  and  French  writers  upon 
Music  and  Art.  7.  Occasional  Notices  of  Sculpture,  Painting, 
Architecture,  Poetry,  .aesthetic  Books,  the  Drama,  &c. — 
8.  Original  and  Selected  Poems,  short  Tales,  Anecdotes,  &c. 

O^  Back  numbers,  from  the  commencement,  can  be  fur- 
nished.   Also  bound  copies  of  the  first  two  years. 

Postage,  if  paid  in  advance^  for  any  distance  within  the 
State,  thirteen  cents  a  year ;  if  not  in  advance,  twenty-six 
cents.    To  all  places  beyond  the  State,  doubletthese  rates. 


J.  S.  DWIGHT, EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOK. 

EDWARD  L.  BALCH,  PRINTER. 
O"  OFFICE,    No.   HI   School   Street,    Boston. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS    RECEIVED 

At  the  OFFICE  OF  PUBLICATION, 21  School  St. 

By    NATHAN  KICHARDSON,  282  Woiliington  Street. 
"    GEO.  P    REED  &  CO.,  13  Tremont  Row. 
A.  M.  LELAND,  Providence,  R.  I. 
DEXTER  &  BHOTUERS,  43  Ann  Street,  N.  Y. 
SCHARFENBERG  &  LUIS,  722  Broadway,  N.  Y, 
GEORGE  BUTTON,  Jr.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
G.  ANDRE,  229   Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 
MILLER  &  BEACHAM,  181  Baltimme  St.,  Bait. 
COLBURN  &  FIELD,   Cincinnati,   O. 
HOLBROOK  &  LONG,  Cleveland,  0. 
JOHN  H.  MELLOR,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


RATES  FOR  ADVERTISING. 

Forhalf  asquare,(8lines,)or  less,firstinsertion,     .    .$0.50 
"  "  "  each  additional  inser.     .25 

Tor  a  square,  (16  lines,)  first  insertion, 1.00 
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[Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Review  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY   A.   OULIBICHEFF. 
(Continued  from  p.  115.) 

Gluck  was  even  greater  as  a  thinker  than  as 
a  musician.  From  grounds  of  reflection,  the 
Opera  Seria,  to  which  he  had  paid  the  tribute  of 
his  youth,  accompanied  by  the  most  brilliant  suc- 
cess, in  Italy,  disgusted  him ;  and  he  began  to 
reflect  radically  upon  the  conditions  of  lyric 
tragedy,  tried  to  bring  them  into  application  in 


his  Orfeo,  and  developed  them  in  writing  in  the 
preface  to  his  Alceste,  which  he  dedicated  to  the 
grand  duke  of  Tuscany.  In  this  remarkable 
piece,  in  which  the  rule  goes  before  the  example, 
Gluck  points  out  all  the  faults  of  the  musical 
and  poetical  composition  of  the  Italian  opera  and 
unfolds  his  system,  which  he  founds  upon  the 
principle  of  lyric-dramatic  truth,  whose  applica- 
tion he  extends  to  all  parts  of  the  opera,  which 
he  binds  strictly  together,  exterminating  all  ac- 
cessory ornaments  as  superfluous,  substituting 
accurate  expression  of  the  words  for  forms  intro- 
duced in  the  interests  of  routine  and  of  the 
singers,  ordering  the  movement  of  the  music  by 
the  action,  and  making  the  poet  in  everything  the 
indispensable  counsellor  and  inseparable  guide  of 
the  musician.  These  maxims,  to  which  Gluck's 
scores  furnish  the  best  .commentary  and  at  this 
day  the  best  criticism  upon  whatever  there  may 
be  extravagant  in  them,  contained  nothing  but 
the  principles  of  the  French  composers.  The 
distinction  between  them  and  Gluck  however, 
consists  in  this,  that  they  entirely  lost  sight  of 
their  end  in  the  means  of  execution  and  that 
Gluck  was  not  the  man  to  be  deceived  in  that 
way.  The  followers  of  Lulli  very  honestly 
imagined,  that  they  only  needed  to  imitate 
materially  the  inflexion  and  the  shades  of  the 
voice,  which  characterize  such  and  such  passions 
in  every  day  life.  When  they  had  let  rage,  re- 
morse and  revenge  howl,  when  they  had  indicated 
such  moods  as  despondency,  sorrow  and  lamenta- 
tion by  smothered  tones,  they  fancied  they  had 
done  all,  and  no  one  thought  of  the  melodic  sense 
or  nonsense  which  might  result  from  the  putting 
together  of  their  hollow-ringing  and  shrieking 
notes;  the  selections  of  chords  troubled  them 
about  as  little,  provided  they  were  always  full  and 
noisy.  Morover  they  had  remarked  that  the 
passions  in  reality  announce  themselves  not  only 
by  the  motion,  but  also  by  the  higher  or  lower 
tones  of  the  voice ;  that  some  express  themselves 
rapidly,  others  slowly,  and  that  as  a  general  rule 
in  speaking  we  do  not  follow  a  definite  rhythm. 
Hence  they  thought  it  clearly  followed,  that,  if 
they  changed  the  movement  and  the  measure  with 
every  word,  and  made  the  rhythm  so  irregular,  as 
to  disturb  every  impression  and  cause  all  sense  of 
unity  to  vanish  from  the  music,  they  attained  the 
highest  possible  degree  of  truth.  In  this  way  the 
French  composers  drew  their  conclusions,  owing 
to  the  false  theory  of  their  time,  which  placed 
music  in  the  category  of  the  so-called  imitative 


arts ;  and  it  was  this  that  made  it,  leaving  exe- 
cution out  of  the  question,  so  intolerable  to  for- 
eigners. 

To  declai-e  that  a  musician  like  Gluck  could 
not  have  made  such  wretched  mistakes,  would 
still  be  no  great  compliment  for  him.  Gluck, 
not  only  understood  the  true,  more  various 
and  more  powerful  declamation  better  than  all 
the  musicians  before  him ;  he  also  knew,  that  the 
chief  efiects  and  the  most  essential  significance  of 
music  lay  in  its  own  proper  elements,  and  that 
therefore,  to  found  musical  tragedy,  it  was  not 
enough  to  perfect  the  Recitative  and  measured 
declamation,  the  only  kind  of  song,  which  admits 
of  a  free  and  almost  ideal  intonation  of  the  speak- 
ing voice ;  but  that  there  was  need,  especially,  of 
arias,  choruses  and  concerted  pieces,  whose  dra- 
matic expression  is  brought  out  by  means  of 
melody,  accords  and  rhythm; — ^ things,  which 
have  absolutely  no  material  resemblance  with 
speech. 

If  we  consult  a  comparative  view  of  the  musical 
statistics  of  Europe  from  the  time  when  Gluck 
projected  his  plan,  we  shall  easily  convince  our- 
selves that  France  was  the  only  land  which 
could  and  would  receive  it.  Italy  would  have 
put  its  originator  under  ban  as  a  heresiarch,  the 
public  would  have  made  merry  at  his  expense,  and 
the  singers  would  have  treated  him  very  much  as 
the  Bacchantes  did  the  hero  of  his  Vienna  opera, 
the  Orfeo.  Germany,  which  in  the  opera  was  still 
tributary  toltaly,  Basse's  Germany,  would  have 
been  quite  as  backward  about  recognizing  Gluck 
as  it  was  twenty  years  afterwards  about  under- 
standing Mozart.  France  on  the  contrary,  was 
entirely  ready  to  receive  the  new  lyric-dramatic 
code  which  was  nothing  but  the  completion  and 
perfection  of  its  own.  The  reigning  masters  of 
its  royal  academy,  the  numerous  battalions  of 
its  orchestra,  its  singers,  its  chorists  and  its 
dancers,  the  pens  of  its  poets,  seemed  only  to 
be  waiting  for  a  musician.  Gluck  came  and 
accomplished  that,  of  which  the  Florentines 
had  dreamed ;  he  solved  the  great  problem  of 
lyric  tragedy,  so  far  as  it  was  possible.  Imagine 
with  what  enthusiasm  and  with  what  intoxication 
a  people,  for  whom  dramatic  excitements  formed 
the  highest  mental  satisfaction,  welcomed  the 
reality  of  a  musical  drama,  after  already  wor- 
shipping its  shadow  in  the  shapeless  produc- 
tions of  their  native  composers.  The  national 
party,  far  from  disquieting  themselves  about 
the   triumphs   of  a  foreigner,  spontaneously  re- 
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cognized  him  as  their  interpreter  and  their 
head:  —  a  proof  that  Gltjck  had  thoroughly 
understood  how  to  seize  the  thought  and  taste  of 
the  nation ;  the  thought,  which  they  had  well 
comprehended,  without  being  able  to  realize  it ; 
the  taste,  which  accepted  alternation,  because  it 
promised  them  a  new  enjoyment.  This  was  an 
immense  success,  unheard  of  in  the  annals  of  the 
theatre,  which  rose  even  to  illusion  and  to  madness 
when  the  learned  world  saw  that  Racine's 
tragedies  were  mercilessly  cut  to  pieces  to  make 
operas  of  them,  that  IpJiigenia  had  already  fallen 
under  the  shears  of  an  arranger,  which  went  to 
work  a  thousand  times  more  savagely  than  Cal- 
chas's  steel,  it  raised  a  shriek  of  dissatisfaction  and 
of  terror.  Laharpe  already  was  alarmed  lest 
all  the  gods  of  the  French  Parnassus,  flung  to- 
gether in  a  hecatomb,  were  to  be  slaughtered  on 
the  altars  of  the  German  idol.  Laharpe  turned 
Piccinist,  as  men  once  turned  monks,  to  testify 
to  their  abhorrence  for  the  abominations  of  the 
time.  And  who  were  they  who  lavished  their 
almost  frantic  applause  on  a  composer,  whose  in- 
novations the  musical  nations  had  rejected  as 
assaults  upon  the  sovereign  orthodoxy  of  the 
Italian  opera?  They  were  the  mass  of  the  French 
public,  the  most  ignorant  and  barbarous  of  men, 
genuine  BaBOtians,  musically  speaking !  And 
Gluck's  opponents,  the  Piccinists,  who  were 
they  ?  The  music-lovers  of  the  great  world, 
young  musicians,  the  hope  of  the  country,  bterati, 
who  give  the  tone.  J.  J.  Rousseau,  theorist  and 
composer,  Grimm,  the  pearl  of  dilettantists,  La- 
harpe, Marmontel ;  it  was  the  elite  of  Parisian 
society,  who  strengthened  that  crowd  of  foreigners 
belonging  to  the  higher  classes,  which  incessantly, 
in  an  ever  constant  mass  attaches  itself  to  the 
Parisian  population.  This  whole  world  of  con- 
noisseurs were  without  exception  Piccinists.  The 
Bseotians  on  the  contrary  declared  themselves 
unanimously  for  Gluce. 

To-day,  now  that  seventy  years  of  musical  and 
other  revolutions  have  passed  over  this  celebrated 
dispute,  which  drew  all  France  and  Europe  into 
tlie  war  between  two  musicians,  what  shall  pos- 
terity think,  and  what  report  of  it  ?  Were  we 
to  keep  in  view  the  music  only,  we  could  not 
comprehend  that  any  diiferenoe  of  opinion  could 
here  prevail.  If  any  one  should  now,  with  spec- 
tacles on  nose,  place  the  belligerent  scores  upon 
the  table  before  him,  and  with  his  head  full  of 
the  present  music,  he  would  ask  if  it  were  true, 
if  it  were  credible,  if  it  were  possible  that  the 
scales  could  have  wavered  between  two  men  like 
Gluck  and  Piccini  as  tragic  composers !  Can 
he  comprehend  how,  between  two  men,  of  whom 
one  was  something  only  because  he  was  esteemed 
the  rival  of  the  other,  the  ignorant  could  have 
judged  like  connoisseurs,  and  the  connoisseurs 
like  ignorant  ones !  The  only  possible  compari- 
son between  these  two  men  he  will  say,  is  this : 
that  Gluck  was  the  father  of  the  lyric  tragedy, 
and  Piccini  the  father  of  the  buffo  opera,  of 
which  I  am  heartily  fond,  and  of  which  the 
Cecchina  or  the  "  Good  Daughter  "  presents  itself 
to  me  as  the  first  complete  pattern. 

But  the  whole  wonder  of  this  paradoxical  fact 
vanishes  upon  examination.  Although  the  ignor- 
ant crowd  gave  Gluck  the  preference,  still  it 
continued  what  it  was,  ignorant,  incapable  of 
judging  music  outside  the  theatre,  and  deaf  to 
beauty  as  to  the  most  repulsive  faults  in  execu- 
tion ;  but  we  have  already  said  that  in  this  crowd 


eager  for  dramatic  excitements,  the  piece  and  the 
artists  found  about  as  many  enlightened  judges,  as 
the  hall  held  men.  Gluck's  declamation  carried 
lyric-dramatic  effect  as  far  as  it  was  possible ;  the 
singers,  whose  musical  sense  only  needed  a  com- 
poser, to  become  quickened,  must  have  entered 
more  into  the  spirit  of  their  parts ;  they  sang,  or 
if  you  will,  screamed,  with  more  soul  and  energy ; 
they  became  better  tragedians,  in  surrendering 
themselves  to  the  wholly  new  impressions  (for 
them)  of  a  fiery,  swift,  impassioned,  infinitely 
true  and  inspiring  music,  in  which  looks,  gestures 
and  attitudes  seemed  to  grow  together  with  the 
notes.  That  was  what  charmed  the  public.  On 
the  other  hand,  these  works  also  considerably 
favored  the  musical  education  of  the  French,  for 
which  the  comic  opera  had  already  laid  the  basis. 
The  grand  and  yet  so  simple  thoughts  of  Gluck, 
his  melodies  so  solemn,  his  harmony  so  enchaining 
and  yet  so  natural,  found  entrance  to  French  ears, 
although  they  were  of  horn,  according  to  the 
-Italian  saying ;  they  found  the  speedier  entrance, 
that  Gluck's  style  is  not  difEcult  to  understand. 
For  the  first  time  that  people,  so  obstinately 
wedded  to  his  opera,  learned  that  music  is  an 
enjoyment  of  itself,  one  of  the  liveliest,  in  truth. 
What  distinctions,  what  signs  of  approbation  were 
sufficient  for  the  mauj,  who  had  endowed  them 
with  a  new  sense !  The  multitude  judged  instinct- 
ively and  did  not  err,  which  would  infallibly 
have  been  the  case,  even  if  they  had  had  to  follow 
the  flight  of  a  Handel  or  a  Mozart.  But 
Gluck  knew  the  measure  of  their  powers  and 
contented  himself  with  restoring  the  drama  with 
energy,  nobility  and  truth,  without  pretending  to 
raise  it  to  a  poetic  power  above  the  poetry  of 
words. 

The  lovers  of  music,  who  judged  not  asknowers, 
but  as  half-knowers,  preferred  Piccini  upon 
grounds,  which  commonly  decide  a  man's  con- 
temporaries ;  upon  the  same  grounds,  which  long 
since  allowed  the  music  of  this  master  to  fall  into 
oblivion,  and  which  have  kept  Gluck's  music 
living  to  this  day.  The  Italian  composer  gave 
melodies  for  execution,  which  were  more  involved, 
more  brilliant  in  their  novelty,  and  which  for  fifty 
years  moulded  the  fashionable  taste  of  Europe. 
Gluck  on  the  other  hand  avoided  just  these 
forms,  because  they  were  not  suited  to  his  psycho- 
logical inductions,  or  to  that  striving  for  the  True, 
which  led  him  constantly  in  all  his  labors.  To 
the  dilettanti  he  appeared  less  pleasing,  less 
adapted  to  the  times.  Thus  do  the  men  of  an 
epoch,  or  the  representatives  of  a  momentary 
taste,  always  reason  about  the  men  who  are  of  all 
times. 

Gluckists  and  Piccinists  still  always  live  and 
fight  under  other  names,  like  the  systems  which 
they  represent.  Each  has  the  right  to  live ;  a 
continuation  of  the  strife,  however,  would  be 
profitless,  because  there  are  means  of  coming  to  a 
mutual  understanding.  Both  systems  correspond 
to  wants  too  different  for  them  to  exclude  one 
another  or  only  live  in  mutual  competition.  If  one 
is  equally  fond  of  theatre  and  music,  and  takes 
pleasure  in  forgetting  the  singer  in  the  person,  he 
will  hear  Gluck  and  his  legitimate  successors, 
Mehul,  Cheeubini,  Spontini,  Weber  and 
even  Meyerbeer  in  his  fine  moments.  In  their 
school,  Rome  and  Greece,  the  East  of  the  patri- 
archs and  the  West  of  the  enchanters,  Achilles 
and  Licinius,  Joseph  and  Simeon,  Max  and 
Agatha,  will  speak  to  one's  soul,  like  the  spirit  of 


the  poetic  age  of  the  world  and  the  spirit  of  the 
marvellous  Saga ;  there  is  enough  therein  to 
engage  all  that  one  has  of  feehng  and  imagination, 
of  dramatic  intelligence  and  musical  passion ;  and 
that  is  an  enjoyment.  But  look  for  nothing  in  an 
opera  seria,  which  bears  the  reproach  of  a  ten- 
dollar  libretto,  and  is  not  worthy  even  of  that. 
On  the  other  hand  it  has  to  bring  out  singers,  who 
are  paid  eighty  thousand  francs,  but  who  would 
not  get  a  quarter  of  this  sum,  if  they  limited 
their  vocal  achievements  to  what  the  truth  of  a 
situation  or  a  character  requires ;  singers  too, 
whose  talent  (we  confess)  is  such,  that  one  forgets 
the  person  and  the  piece  entirely  in  the  singer, 
and  would  be  very  indignant  at  the  theatrical 
illusion,  if  it  dared  to  interpose  itself  between  the 
artist  and  the  pubUc.  But  to  be  able  to  hear 
singers,  who  have  reached  the  summit  of  the 
mechanical  and  esthetic  perfection  of  their  art,  is 
also  an  enjoyment  and  indeed  so  great  an  enjoy- 
ment, that  there  is  none  for  which  we  pay  more 
fondly  and  more  dearly.  Of  these  two  enjoy- 
ments one  can  prefer  the  one  or  the  other  from 
taste  or  from  principle ;  but  it  is  my  opinion,  we 
may  love  them  both  and  enjoy  them  by  turns, 
without  one  injuring  the  other. 

I  have  dwelt  upon  Gluck,  and  truly  for  good 
reasons.  There  were  musicians  of  greater  genius, 
but  no  one,  I  believe,  whose  works  could  have 
been  more  useful  for  the  future.  He  is  the 
founder  of  the  sublime  theatre  music  and  the 
first,  who  has  left  us  monuments  of  dramatic 
opera  in  his  scores.  All  the  forms  of  declamation 
and  accompaniment,  which  he  has  created,  still 
glimmer  through  the  most  sterling  operas  of  our 
period,  and  time  has  held  his  operas  in  such 
esteem,  that  we  may  look  upon  him  merely  as 
the  older  brother  among  his  scholars  of  the  nine- 
teenth century. 

[To  lie  continued.] 


A  Visit  to  Mendelssohn. 
By  H.  F.  Choelet. 
(Concludea  from  p.  116.) 

The  second  day  of  our  stay  at  Interlaohen  was 
cloudy,  with  occasional  torrents  of  rain:  all  the 
mountains  were  "  straitly  shut  up."  Mendelssohn 
spent  nearly  the  whole  day  with  us ;  indeed,  I 
never  was  near  him  without  being  reminded  of 
what  we  are  told  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  that  he 
was  as  lavish  of  good  will  and  time  in  the  enter- 
tainment of  his  friends  as  if  he  had  had  no  other 
earthly  thing  to  do.  When  and  how  he  managed 
to  write  were  not  easy  to  discover. 

He  spoke  again  of  Fribourg ;  and,  for  half-an- 
hour,  relented,  and  would  go  there  with  us ;  and 
then,  when  he  relapsed  into  his  less  enterprising 
resolution,  he  offered  us,  instead,  some  playing  on 
a  poor  little  organ  that  very  day.  He  had  stum- 
bled upon  a  solitary  village  on  the  Lake  of 
Brienz,  to  which  there  was  no  proper  road,  he 
had  found  the  church  door  open,  and  the  organ 
open,  and  nobody  "  to  prevent  him,"  and  had 
been  up  there  to  play  once  or  twice.  The  beauty 
and  loneliness  of  the  place,  and  the  easy  access 
to  the  instrument,  had  taken  strong  hold  of  his 
imagination.  He  would  take  us  there  that  after- 
noon, and  make  a  little  music  for  us.  It  was  a 
gray,  sullen,  cold  day,  with  passing  showers,  mak- 
ing an  awning  necessary  for  the  boat,  for  by  boat 
only  could  we  get  to  Riuggenbera;.  There  is 
something  curiously  secluded  and  quiet  in  the 
aspect  of  its  little  gray  church,  which  stands  on  a 
knoll  close  to  the  lake,  and  is  approached  by  rude 
steps  carpetted  with  maiden  hair  and  moss,  and 
the  small-leaved  clinging  ivy.  That  day,  too,  as 
before,  the  church  door  chanced  to  be  open,  and 
the  organ  was  accessible.  It  is  the  work  of  a 
Vallaisan  maker,  "  not  super-excellent  in  tone," 
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it  may  be  supposed;  but  its  pretty,  gay-looking 
case  nevertheless  gives  a  certain  air  of  splendor 
and  a  fascination  to  that  remote  place  of  peasant- 
worship.  A  peasant  boy  was  presently  found 
willing,  for  a  few  hatzen,  to  blow  the  bellows  as 
long  as  Mendelssohn  liked ;  and  he  sat  down,  I 
have  since  learned,  for  the  last  time  that  he  ever 
sat  down  to  an  organ,  for  the  pleasure  of  his 
three  auditors.  It  seems  to  me  now  as  if  he 
never  could  have  played  more  nobly.  After  one 
or  two  movements  by  Sebastian  Bach,  he  began 
an  improvisation  in  C  minor,  which  took  the  can- 
onical form  of  a  prelude  and  fugue ;  his  fancy 
kindling  as  he  went  on,  and  his  face  lit  up  by 
that  serene  and  elevated  smile,  the  highest  and 
most  beautiful  of  its  many  expressions,  which  all 
who  knew  him  must  remember,  while  he  drew 
forth  those  long  and  rich  chains  of  sound  which 
"  bring  all  heaven  before  the  eyes,"  as  old  Milton 
sang. 

I  feel,  when  I  think  of  this  organ  playing,  as  if 
I  had  taken  leave  of  the  greatest  music  forever ; 
since,  in  that  exercise  of  his  art,  the  amount  of 
science  he  would  bring  was  animated  by  a  ra- 
diant fancy,  often  dispensed  with  on  like  occasions ; 
the  want  of  which  is  supposed  to  be  disguised  by 
the  glory  of  the  sound,  and  the  skilful  intertex- 
ture  of  the  parts.  More  perfectly,  every  genial 
sympathy,  every  sense  of  calm  practical  approval, 
could  not  be  gratified.  There  was  the  true, 
gracious,  gifted  man,  old  in  experience,  but  young 
in  the  quickness  of  his  sensibilities,  to  be  heard ; 
that  day,  it  seems  to  me,  more  remarkably  than 
ever.  He  was  giving  and  receiving  pleasure 
without  parade ;  and  from  a  store  which  had 
never  been  fuller  of  the  highest  thoughts  and  the 
richest  fancies.  Such  things  must  come  to  an 
end  ;  but  they  are  never  to  be  forgotten. 

In  the  evening,  chance  brought  the  conversa- 
tion on  the  ground  of  Italian  music.  He  spoke 
again,  in  warm  terms  of  admiration,  of  Rossini's 
Quillaume  Tell;  and,  to  my  surprise,  with  a 
good-natured  cordiality,  of  Donizetti's  Fille  du 
Regiment.  "  It  is  so  merry,"  he  said,  "  with  so 
much  of  the  real  soldier's  life  in  it.  They  call  it 
bad ;  and  to  be  sure,"  he  continued  with  a  half 
humorous  tone  of  self-correction,  "  it  is  surprising 
how  easily  one  can  become  used  to  bad  music." 
Then  he  began  to  ask  about  Verdi,  having  heard 
that  there  was  something  like  a  new  effect  in 
some  of  his  finales ;  and  he  would  have  this  de- 
scribed, and  shown  to  him,  as  well  as  could  be 
done.  He  expressed  a  wish,  too,  to  hear  Handel's 
organ  concertos  properly  played ;  speaking  about 
them  doubtfully,  and  with  hesitation,  because  of 
the  frivolous  and  old-fashioned  passages  for  solo 
stops,  with  which  they  were  full,  talked  eagerly  of 
the  grand  opera  at  Paris,  as  of  a  theatre  for 
which  one  day  he  might  be  asked  to  write  (I  al- 
most think  that  some  negotiations  had  passed  on 
the  subject),  and  referred  to  his  sojourn  in  Rome, 
as  one  which  had  been  full  of  the  highest  and 
most  important  influences  upon  his  career.  It 
was  apropos  of  Rome,  that  some  one  mentioned 
Shelley's  "  Cenci,"  which  had  been  given  to  him 
by  one  of  his  English  friends.  He  spoke  of  it 
with  almost  angry  dislike.  "  No ;  it  is  too  horri- 
ble, it  is  abominable.  I  cannot  admire  such  a 
poem." 

The  next  morning,  Mendelssohn  drove  with 
us  to  Lauterbrunnen.  The  view  of  the  Jung- 
frau  and  the  Silberhorn  was  superb  as  we  went 
up  the  valley.  Nor  can  ever  have  the  fall  of  the 
Staubbach  looked  more  magical  than  it  did  in  the 
bright  light  of  that  late  summer  day,  its  waters 
gleaming  like  a  shower  of  rockets  launched  over 
the  edge  of  the  high  cliff,  their  expended  fires 
spreading  and  mingling  as  they  fell  and  faded. 
Almost  my  last  distinct  remembrance  of  Men- 
delssohn is  seeing  him  standing  within  the  arch  of 
the  rainbow,  which,  as  every  reader  of  "  Man- 
fred "  knows,  the  witch  of  the  Alps  flings  round 
the  feet  of  the  cascade,  looking  upward,  rapt 
and  serious,  thoroughly  enjoying  the  scene.  My 
very  last  sight  is  the  sight  of  him  turning  down 
the  road  to  wend  back  to  Interlachen  alone,  while 
we  turned  up  to  cross  the  Wengern  Alp  to  Grin- 
delwald.  I  thought  even  then,  as  I  followed  his 
figure,  looking  none  the  younger  for  the  loose 
dark  coat  and  the  wide-brimmed  straw  hat  bound 


with  black  crape  which  he  wore,  that  he  was  too 
much  depressed  and  worn,  and  walked  too  heavily. 
But  who  could  have  dreamed  that  his  days  on 
earth  were  so  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close  ? 
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Letter  from  the  White  Mountains. 

Glen  House,  Juke,  1854. 

Dear  Dwight  : — This  rainy  day  is  welcome. 
For  it  makes  a  pause  in  the  delightful  toil  of 
travel,  and  enables  me  to  gather  up  the  bright 
threads  of  experience  and  twist  them  into  a  line, 
that  I  intend  to  let  down  from  my  mountain 
height,  in  hope  of  alluring  some  metropolitan 
eyes.  The  ride  hither,  by  the  way,  through 
Pinkham  Notch,  is  picturesque  enough.  We 
were  thrust,  Elve  and  I,  into  a  covered  wagon, 
which  our  chance  companions  made  a  Hades  of 
profanity,  low  breeding,  and  dissonant  speech. 
But  heaven  was  outside,  though  in  mourning ; 
the  mountain  brooks  bubbling  and  dashinc  across 
the  road  ;  Glen  Ellis  Falls  dim  sounding  through 
the  wood,  and  the  mountains  rising  on  either  side 
shrouded  in  mist.  The  road  continues  execrable, 
while  the  State  agents  are  contemplating  repairs. 
But  just  at  the  worst  part  of  it,  and  the  wildest 
contrast  of  ragged  rock  and  mudrhole,  Peabody 
river  leaps  in  by  the  side  of  the  road,  and  races 
with  the  team.  Winning  an  easy  victory,  it 
plunges  away  into  the  thickets  that  skirt  Mount 
Washington,  and,  the  jolt  being  over,  Thompson 
has  left  us  at  the  door. 

Now,  in  the  quiet  of  this  rainy  day,  a  memora- 
ble ascent  of  Mt.  Washington  from  the  other  side 
takes  form  after  the  following  manner.  The  tide 
of  summer  travel  is  just  rising  in  this  quarter. 
Gibb,  the  gaunt  and  gracious  landlord  of  the 
Crawford  House,  held  under  his  convenient  roof 
a  notable  company.  They  had  gathered  during 
a  succession  of  dubious  days,  and  awaited  a  fine 
one  for  the  ascent.  The  air  is  chill  outside,  but 
there  is  a  roaring  wood  fire  on  the  hearth. 
"  Heap  logs  and  let  the  blaze  laugh  out." 
Copies  of  the  poets  are  on  the  parlor  table.  As 
we  read, 

"  the  ooziog  sap  will  make 

Sweet  music  to  our  thinking." 

The  old  world,  as  well  as  the  new,  is  largely  and 
finely  represented  in  our  company,  so  conversa- 
tion is  more  original  than  is  usual.  Erin  is  fresh 
from  Mammoth  Cave,  and  he  turns  it  inside  out 
with  its  rivers,  galleries,  and  mysterious  chambers, 
and  makes  them  shine  in  the  spar  of  his  glittering 
speech.  Halo  talks  of  the  Alps,  and  Weirdmann 
recalls  with  earnest  faith  wild  legends  of  the 
Hartz.  Two  half  tamed  young  bears,  seen  from 
the  window,  climb  trees,  scramble  for  bread,  and 
stand  on  their  hind  legs  for  milk  and  the  amuse- 
ment of  the  curious.  The  old  man  who  comes  in 
with  wood  to  replenish  the  fire,  and  wears  his 
spectacles  on  his  hat,  makes  an  eddy  in  the  cur- 
rent of  our  talk.  So  the  day  and  evening  wear 
away. 

The  former  days  have  only  lent  over  the 
mountains,  and  glimmered  dimly  through  the 
rain,  but  now  Saturday  shows  signs  of  hreahing. 
Good.  Elve,  Ridge,  Halo,  Spatterdash,  Erin, 
Sapling  the  Virginian,  Weirdmann,  Dame  Trot 
and  Quixote,  nine  of  us,  besides  two  guides,  a 
mounted  party,  wind  up  the  leafy  Clinton.  From 
the  real  history  of  this  mountain  forest  and  the 
thousands  who  have  threaded  its  paths,  might  be 
woven  a  romance   as    poetic   as   the   Forest  of 


Arden,  which  Shakspeare  has  made  immortal. 
The  first  rule  in  these  mountain  ascents  is  to 
trust  your  animal.  Two  miles  or  so  out  of  the 
nine  will  suffice  to  fortify  your  confidence.  For 
in  climbing  the  rocky,  ragged  steep,  and  edging 
the  precipitous  cliff,  you  find  him  patient  and 
persistent  as  a  mule,  and  safe  as  a  chamois.  The 
gust  that  blows  his  tail  horizontal — blinding  mist 
and  pelting  rain — are  all  one  to  him,  and  you 
gradually  acquire  a  kind  of  centaur  feeling,  the 
equine  being  the  intelligent  part,  that  takes  you 
safely  to  the  summit. 

The  mountains  lift  their  heads  into  the  sky  as 
if  they  strove  to  follow  the  receding  and  magnetic 
fingers  of  the  Creator.  Attention  to  the  horse, 
and  abstract  thinking  may  now  occupy  the  mind, 
undisturbed  by  any  scope  of  scenery,  for  the  mist 
descends  and  nothing  is  seen. 

Elve,  who  rides  near  me,  smiles  inwardly,  as  if 
she  knew  all  this  before,  and  saw  through  it  then. 
Nothing  else  is  seen,  nothing  heard  but  the  occa- 
sional voice  of  the  guide,  the  sharp  clatter  of 
hoofs,  and  the  flutter  of  the  passing  gust.  Still 
up  and  onward.  The  mist  clears  a  little  on  Mt. 
Pleasant.  We  descry  Quixote  apart  from  the 
rest,  with  folded  arms,  steeped  in  reverie,  and 
letting  his  horse  take  the  old  path  over  the  moun- 
tain, while  we  pass  around  it.  Dame  Trot's  ani- 
mal is  tempted  by  a  tuft  of  grass.  She  looks  be- 
yond his  nose  into  a  valley  two  thousand  feet 
below,  and  screams.  "  Yank  him  up,"  calls  the 
guide.  Then  we  file  onward.  The  mist  comes 
blinding  over  us  all  again.  Halo  is  smothered. 
Spatterdash  invisible.  Elve,  merry-faced,  with 
wide  blue  eyes,  was  lightly  tossed  and  trotted 
along  sublime  ridges,  roofed  and  flanked  by  im- 
measurable gulfs  of  mist.  Her  steed  was  safe 
and  swift  under  the  power  of  her  volatile  mag- 
netism. Out  of  the  mist  and  into  the  mist  she 
flew,  and  left  a  vision  of  airy  grace,  and  a  sound 
of  fairy  laughter.  What  is  her  laugh  like  ?  It 
has  a  note  of  a  bird,  a  touch  of  the  waterfall,  is 
full  of  surprising  turns,  never  in  cadence,  but 
always  playing,  ascending,  and  vanishing  at  last 
upward,  like  sunset  from  a  mountain  peak. 

So  far  on  this  wild  journey,  when,  on  Mt. 
Munroe,  the  mists  rolled  apart,  gathered  into 
clouds,  and  stood  in  weird  and  awful  shapes  upon 
the  adjacent  summits,  as  if  they  were  the  gods  of 
the  valleys ;  and  the  heart  bowed  before  them  as 
we  passed.  Up  into  clear  weather,  up  to  the 
highest  habitation  in  North  America,  a  long  low 
rock-built  hut,  under  the  lee  of  which  the  troop 
of  horse  is  gathered,  while  we  mount  the  roof, 
and  let  our  sight  fly  clear  out  over  the  vast  sea  of 
mountains,  over  lakes  and  plains,  and  mountains 
still  beyond,  until  it  rests,  looking  towards  the 
south,  on  a  faint  blue  line  of  the  infinite  horizon. 
That  is  the  sea.  When  the  mind  has  travelled 
over  the  vast  circumference  of  that  ultimate  ring, 
and  can  gather  in  its  vision  for  nearer  objects, 
we  see  Kearsarge,  fresh  from  recent  rains,  rising, 
a  clear  cone,  above  the  lovely  Conway  valley, 
and  shining  in  the  golden  light  like  a  mountain 
of  jewel. 

Upon  this  sublime  vantage  ground,  it  does  not 
require  an  imagination  so  potent  as  the  Greek,  to 
conceive  of  the  earth  as  an  animal.  The  jointed 
range  of  mountains  over  which  we  have  passed, 
heaving  their  huge  backs  towards  the  heavens, 
culminating  in  Washington,  and  then  sloping  by 
the  keen  peak  of  Jefferson  and  the  long  ridge  of 
Adams  on  the  other  side,  seems  possessed  of 
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personal  and  continuous  life.  Some  such  feeling 
prompted  Elve  to  say,  wliile  I  was  silently  musing: 
"  Look  at  that  mountain.  See  the  velvet  shadows 
creeping  lengthwise  over  its  side,  alternating  with 
stripes  of  brown.  Why,  it  looks  like  a  tiger  1 " 
Longfellow's  remarkable  line,  which  she  had 
never  read,  came  into  my  mind  : 

"  Like  a  leopard's  tawny  and  spotted  hide  stretches  the 
plain." 

How  in  the  silent  memory  the  valleys  deepen, 
and  the  mountains  rise !  What  grand  cloud 
shapes,  what  flying  scud  and  gliding  shadow  I 
What  breadths  of  sunshine  !  How  the  whole 
scene  bows  and  lifts  and  strengthens  the  heart  1 

Three  hours  have  slipped  away  here,  so  near 
to  heaven.  We  muster  and  descend.  The  way 
■was  full  of  pictures.  New  groupings  of  mountain 
and  valley  and  horsemen ;  new  traits  of  manner 
in  the  party.  The  Virginian  was  our  completest 
centaur.  His  black  eyes  and  tanned  hands,  and 
suppleness  of  power  seemed  of  the  nature  of  the 
black  mare  he  rode  on,  sublimated  into  man. 
He  was  famous  for  short  cuts,  scorning  the  safe 
circuit,  and  coming  down  precipices  like  a  hippo- 
griflf.  Once  I  looked  back  and  saw  the  black 
mare  waltzing  on  a  large  rock  just  above  my 
head.  He  rode  all  ways,  lying  over  the  horse's 
mane,  so  that  we  saw  nothing  of  him  but  his  legs ; 
then  backwards,  conversing  with  us  over  the 
animal's  tail ;  all  along,  like  Mazeppa ;  and  over 
the  roughest  parts  of  the  descent,  sideways  as  if 
on  the  seat  of  an  omnibus,  and  without  touching 
mane  or  bridle,  and  always  with  the  joUiest  un- 
concern. 

Look  back.  A  rainbow  spans  the  ridge  be- 
tween Munroe  and  Pleasant.  We  fare  onward 
and  downward.  We  become  aware  of  a  vast 
cloud  which  has  risen  behind  us  quite  across  the 
sky.  It  shuts  down  over  the  west  like  an  eyelid, 
and  seems  full  of  tears.  They  fall  and  glisten 
on  Spatterdash's  yellow  beard,  and  sprinkle  us 
all.  We  are  descending  Clinton,  the  liquor 
flasks  are  empty,  and  the  guides  communicative. 
"  There's  some  rough  places,  going  up,"  says  one, 
"  if  a  lady's  anything  of  a  scarecroio  !  "  "  Why, 
that  boss,"  slapping  her  haunch  in  patronage, 
"  carried  up  a  woman  that  weighed  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  and  he  slung  her  up  the  moun- 
tain jest  as  easy,  by  gorry,  as  a  gig."  We  arrive 
after  an  absence  of  ten  hours,  three  of  which 
were  passed  on  the  summit,  and  hive  the  expe- 
rience of  a  memorable  and  delightful  day.  Quite 
enough,  dear  Dwight,  for  your  readers.  I'll  tell 
the  rest  in  your  ear  after  the  Fourth. 

Mot. 

Hiss  Arabella  Goddard. 
The  London  Musical  World  has  the  following 
account  of   this    distinguished    young    Engliah 
pianist. 

The  annual  concert  of  Miss  Arabella  Goddard 
■was,  as  usual,  an  event  of  considerable  interest  to 
the  lovers  of  the  highest  order  of  pianoforte 
playing.  This  young  and  remarkable  artist  has, 
in  a  short  space  of  time,  earned  a  name  for  herself 
which  entitles  her  to  rank  by  the  side  of  the  first 
pianists.  She  has  won  it,  too,  nobly,  without 
sacrificing  her  art  to  that  mere  love  of  display 
which  too  often  distinguishes  the  virtuosi  of  her 
age,  and  more  especially  of  her  sex.  Miss  God- 
dard has  studied  the  works  of  the  greatest  masters 
with  untiring  zeal  and  assiduity,  and  though  not 
yet  nineteen,  possesses  an  acquaintance  with  the 
-,  .    finest  music  for  the  piano-forte,  from  the  writings 
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of  Bach  and  Handel  down  to  those  of  Weber 
and  Mendelssohn,  which  few  even  of  the  most 
experienced  and  renowned  piano-forte  players 
can  boast.  Two  or  three  years  ago,  before  she 
had  directed  her  attention  to  music  of  a  higher 
and  severer  style.  Miss  Goddard,  by  her  brilliant 
performances  in  public  of  the  fantasias  of  Thal- 
berg,  Chopin,  Dohler,  Liszt,  Prudent,  De  Meyer, 
etc.,  had  proved  herself  a  mistress  of  all  the  difii- 
culties  of  the  modern  school  of  execution.  She 
may,  therefore,  at  the  present  time,  be  regarded 
as  a  thoroughly  accomplished  pianist,  in  the  full- 
est acceptation  of  the  term.  She  can  play  with 
equal  ease  and  with  equal  intelligence  the  lessons, 
fugues,  suites,  etc.  of  Bach,  Scarlatti,  and  Handel, 
the  sonatas  and  other  solo  compositions  of  Mozart, 
Clementi,  Dussek,  Woelfl,  Beethoven,  Hummel, 
Weber,  and  Heller,  the  concertos,  duets,  trios, 
quartets,  quintets,  etc.,  of  Mozart,  Dussek,  Mo- 
scheles.  Hummel,  Weber,  Mendelssohn,  and 
Sterndale  Bennett,  the  fantasias  and  such  like 
ad  captandum  pieces  of  the  most  celebrated 
writers,  from  Henri  Herz  to  Emile  Prudent,  and 
the  studies  of  all  the  eminent  pianists  who  have 
devoted  their  talents  to  this  useful  branch  of  com- 
position, from  John  Cramer,  Steibelt,  and  Cle- 
menti, to  Kessler,  Chopin,  Ferdinand  Hiller, 
Liszt,  and  Sterndale  Bennet.  Such  an  extensive 
repertoire  of  pieces  of  various  kinds,  all  of  which 
Miss  Goddard  has  at  ready  command,  is  almost 
without  precedent,  and  in  one  so  young,  unpre- 
cedented. How  she  can  play  these  things,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  insist  on  here,  since  those  who 
have  heard  her  can  themselves  testify  to  her 
ability ;  and  luckily  they  are  very  many.  Miss 
Goddard  is  already  an  ornament  to  her  profession, 
and,  if  she  goes  on  progressing  and  perfecting 
herself  in  the  music  of  the  great  masters,  which 
is  the  music  of  her  predilection,  this  country  has 
every  chance  of  being  possessed  of  an  artist- 
executant  second  to  none  in  Europe. 

Miss  Arabella  Goddard's  early  studies  were 
pursued  under  the  direction  of  the  late  Kalk- 
brenner  (the  master  also  of  Mme.  Pleyel),  whose 
plan  of  forming  the  hand  and  general  system  of 
elementary  instruction  were  admirable  and  un- 
rivalled, and  to  whose  advice  and  tutelage  must 
be  attributed  that  singularly  perfect  mechanism 
for  which  her  playing  is  distinguished.  Later, 
she  went  through  a  course  of  instruction  in  the 
modern  school  of  execution,  under  M.  Thalberg, 
who  taught  her  to  play  his  own  fantasias,  and 
those  of  other  masters,  almost  as  well  as  himself. 
These  advantages  were  not  lost  upon  Miss  God- 
dard. The  rest  is  due  entirely  to  herself.  Hav- 
ing mastered  all  the  mechanical  difEcullies  of  the 
instrument,  and  all  the  graces  and  elaborations  of 
the  modern  bravura  and  "  romantic  "  schools,  she 
set  to  work,  with  no  less  ardor,  on  a  task  still 
more  congenial  to  her  taste,  and  studied  the 
music  of  the  great  composers,  ancient  and  modern, 
with  an  earnestness  of  purpose  and  an  unremit- 
ting attention,  which,  in  an  incredibly  short  space 
of  time,  made  her  completely  mistress  of  almost 
all  the  important  compositions  that  have  been 
written  for  her  instrument,  whether  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  orchestra  or  independent  of  it,  with 
or  without  the  accompaniments  of ,  other  instru- 
ments— all  the  best  music,  in  short,  of  the  concert- 
room  and  of  the  chamber.  For  this  invaluable 
acquisition  to  her  accomplishments  she  is  indebted 
wholly  to  her  own  commendable  perseverance, 
and  to  an  inherent  love  for  her  art,  combined 
with  a  strong  apprehension  of  the  beautiful, 
which  is  one  of  the  highest  gifts  of  the  Creator. 
To  the  great  and  good,  pure,  unselfish,  noble,  and 
unadulterated  music  of  the  glorious  and  single- 
minded  Kings  of  Harmony,  Miss  Arabella  God- 
dard, it  is  true,  came  prepared  with  all  the  man- 
ual dexterity  which  was  indispensable,  in  order  to 
grasp  and  subdue  the  immense  and  original  diffi- 
culties they  must  have  presented  to  one  who  had 
been  tutored  in  so  opposite  a  school ;  and  the  ex- 
traordinary ease  and  rapidity  with  which  she  was 
enabled  to  conquer  her  new  repertoire  in  all  its 
variety  and  extent,  to  add  sonata  after  sonata, 
concerto  after  concerto,  fugue  after  fugue,  not  to 
individualize  further,  to  her  store  of  musical 
wealth,  must,  in  a  great  degree,  be  attributed  to 
this ;   and  for  this  she  can  never  be  sutficiently 


grateful  to  her  masters,  Kalkbrenner  {and  M. 
Thalberg;  while  they,  on  the  other  hand,  would 
have  reason  to  be  proud  of  one  who  has  put  to 
such  excellent  and  legitimate  uses  their  early 
guidance  and  advice.  But,  beyond  this,  her  own 
good  sense  and  intelligence,  an  indomitable  will, 
a  power  of  concentrating  her  mind  on  one  prin- 
cipal pursuit,  and  a  secret  determination  to  per- 
fect her  talent,  do  homage  to  her  art,  and  earn 
an  honorable  name,  have  been  the  sole  and  ex- 
clusive means  of  helping  Miss  Goddard  to  the 
position  she  now  occupies ;  and  for  these  and  the 
qualities  elsewhere  enumerated,  which,  at  the  age 
of  nineteen,  have  enabled  her  to  rank  with  the 
first  living  professors  of  the  instrument  upon 
which  she  excels,  she  is  only  indebted  to  the 
source  whence  all  such  inestimable  endowments 
spring.  That  she  will  prove  they  have  not  been 
unworthily  bestowed  is  our  entire  conviction. 

Miss  Goddard  may  be  said  to  have  made  her 
debut  before  the  English  public  as  a  classical 
pianist  of  the  first  pretentions  about  a  year  ago, 
when  she  played  the  great  sonata  of  Beethoven, 
Op.  106,  the  largest,  grandest,  and  most  intricate 
composition  of  the  master,  at  one  of  the  concerts 
of  the  Quartet  Association.  The  impression 
made  on  that  occasion  will  not  have  been  forgot- 
ten. Since  then  she  has  steadily  advanced,  and 
every  one  of  her  public  performances  has  testi- 
fied to  the  progress  she  is  making  in  the  higher 
and  more  intellectual  attributes  of  an  artist.  She 
has  risen  rapidly  in  the  estimation  of  the  public, 
and  while  there  is  no  one  more  gifted,  it  may  be 
said,  with  equal  truth,  that  no  one  is  more  generally 
popular.  Her  name  is  a  sure  attraction  in  a 
concert-room,  and  her  performances  never  fail  to 
satisfy  expectation,  and  to  prove  that  her  attraction 
was  legitimate.  At  her  concert  on  Wednesday, 
which  brought  a  crowded  and  brilliant  audience 
to  the  Hanover  Square  Rooms,  among  whom 
were  many  of  the  most  eminent  pianists,  foreign 
and  native,  resident  in  this  country,  the  same 
good  taste  that  has  hitherto  characterized  Miss 
Goddard's  programmes,  was  evinced  in  the 
selection,  which  was  as  follows : — 

PART   I. 

Symphony  (Jupiter) .Mozart. 

Song —  Unafurtiva  lagrima Donizetti. 

Concerto  in  Q  major — Piano-forte Beethoven. 

Song— Ad'lio Mozart. 

OTerture  (Wood  Nymphs) Vf.S.  Bennett. 

PART  n. 

Serenade — Piano-forte Mendelssohn. 

Aria — Dalla  sua  pace Mozart. 

Song — "  Song  of  Night " Mendelasohn. 

Solos — La  Fontaine,  Etude,  Nocturne  in  F  minor 

— Pertes  d'dcume  Fantaisie  etude.  .Mayer,  Chopin  and 

Kullak. 

SoTig—Addaida Beethoven. 

Overture  (AJpheus) E.  Aguilar. 

Conductor,  Mr.  Alfred  Mellon. 


br-V- 


For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 

Western  Correspondence. 

Chicago,  July  10,  1854. 
Mr.  Editor  : — Since  leaving  Boston  I  have  been 
travelling  from  place  to  place,  until  I  have  now 
reached  Chicago.  I  have  been  making  it  ray  busi- 
ness to  become  acquainted  with  all  the  musical 
professors,  and  those  interested  in  music,  and  to 
inquire  into  the  real  wants  of  the  musical  people 
in  the  great  West.  I  visit  the  seminaries,  the 
schools,  libraries,  music  stores,  publishing  houses, 
periodical  depots,  &c.  I  arrived  in  Pittsburg  on 
the  "  glorious  Fourth."  There  are  many  musical 
people  in  this  city,  besides  several  music  stores  j 
among  others  I  called  upon  Mr.  J.  H.  Mellor, 
whose  acquaintance  I  was  very  happy  to  make  ; 
he  has  a  fine  store  and  a  large  stock  of  music,  and 
Boston  pianos,  for  which  he  finds  a  ready  sale. 
Messrs.  Chickering's,  and  Woodward  and  Brown's 
instruments  are  very  popular  in  Pittsburg,  and  are 
highly  spoken  of  by  all  musicians.  There  is  also 
Mr.  Kleber,  who  is  an  enterprising  man  and  a  fine 
musician.  He  has  a  large  store  and  is  driving  a 
good  business.  Music  seems  to  be  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition  and  there  are  many  thorough 
musicians  and  good  teachers  here,  who  understand 
their  business.     They  are  engaged  in  introducing    j  , 


/pi 


IqV 


BOSTON,    JULY    22,    1854. 


125 


a  style  of  music  which  will  have  a  tendency  to 
develop  a  classical  taste  among  their  many  pupils. 

In  the  evening  of  the  fifth  I  took  the  cars  and 
arrived  at  Cincinnati  the  next  morning  at  eight 
o'clock.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  cities  I  have 
visited,  and  is  also  very  musical.  I  called  upon 
all  the  music  dealers  and  found  them  quite  busy. 
The  largest  and  most  extensive  house  in  our  line 
is  that  of  Messrs.  Colburn  and  Fields  ;  both  of 
these  gentlemen  are  men  of  business  ;  they  are 
ambitious  and  possess  large  ideas,  besides  being 
quite  musical  practically.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  at  their  store  Mr.  A.  W.  Wetherbee,  well 
•known  I  believe  by  our  Bostonians.  This  gentle- 
man finished  his  musical  education  at  the  Acad- 
emy of  Music  in  London.  I  found  him  to  be  a 
Hvely  and  energetic  gentlenaan  and  a  scholar — 
thoroughly  booked  up  on  all  musical  matters  ;  as 
a  musician  he  stands  very  high  in  the  estimation 
of  the  citizens  of  this  place. 

I  was  invited  by  Messrs.  Colburn  and  Fields,  in 
company  with  Mr.  Wetherbee,  to  call  upon  our 
German  friend  Mr.  Ross,  who  resides  upon  the 
Mountain.  We  took  an  omnibus  at  5  P.  M.,  and 
•arrived  at  the  desired  spot  about  6.  Here  we 
found  it  cool  and  comfortable.  Mr.  R.  is  finely 
situated,  and  from  his  place  we  were  favored  with 
a  delightful  view  of  the  surrounding  country. 
Our  friend  brought  on  several  bottles  of  very  nice 
wine,  called  "  Catawba,"  which  he  manufactured 
from  the  grape  of  his  own  vineyard,  in  the  midst 
of  which  we  were  seated.  I  really  found  the  Ca- 
tawba to  be  equal  if  not  superior  to  anything  of 
the  kind  I  ever  allowed  myself  to  drink.  It  was 
cooling  and  invigorating,  and  with  the  Schioeitze 
Kdse  und  Brod,  we  enjoyed  a  real  German  "  sit 
down."  This  reminded  me  of  days  gone  by. 
After  passing  about  two  hours  with  friend  Ross, 
we  visited  the  Mercantile  Library  Association, 
which  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
useful  institutions  I  have  ever  visited.  It  is  in  one 
of  the  handsomest  buildings  in  Cincinnati  and  is 
fitted  up  with  beautiful  taste.  Nearly  every  jour- 
nal and  periodical  of  every  description,  published 
in  the  United  States,  is  found  on  file  for  the  benefit 
of  the  members  of  the  institution  aud  all  persons 
who  may  be  invited  in.  I  was  sorry  not  to  find 
"  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music,"  there.  As  Messrs. 
Colburn  and  Fields  are  the  agents  for  it,  I  hope 
they  will  not  fail  to  endeavor  to  induce  the  asso- 
ciation to  subscribe  for  it  j  because  if  music  dealers 
do  not  interest  themselves  in  circulating  the  music 
journals,  who  will?  We  (music-dealers  &c.,)  re- 
ceive more  benefit,  in  one  point  of  view,  from  a 
large  circulation  of  musical  papers,  than  the  edi- 
tors and  publishers.  They  tend  to  cultivate  the 
taste  for  music,  which  of  course  increases  the  sale 
of  our  musical  publications ;  consequently  we 
should  prevail  upon  our  friends  to  subscribe  for  all 
the  musical  journals.  Indeed  it  is  their  duty  not 
to  neglect  such  important  opportunities  of  inform- 
ing themselves  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  musical 
world.  Every  father  and  mother  should  give  their 
children  an  opportunity  of  learning  music  in  some 
one  of  its  branches  ;  and  what  can  there  be  more 
interesting  or  instructive  then  a  journal  which  de- 
votes itself  to  that  divine  Art  ? 

I  left  Cincinnati  on  the  seventh  and  arrived  at 
this  place  on  the  eighth.  Chicago  is  one  of  the 
most  charming  cities  in  the  country.  Its  popula- 
tion is  sixty  thousand,  and  it  supports  several 
music  and  piano-forte  stores.  Most  of  the  pianos 
sold  at  this  place  are  made  by  the  Messrs.  Chick- 
ering,  Gilbert,  Hallet  and  Davis,  Woodward  and 
Brown,  and  W.  P.  Emerson.  Messrs.  Reed  and 
Wilkins  have  very  extensive  rooms  and  are  doing 
a  splendid  business.  Mould  and  Greene  are  the 
principal  music  dealers  ;  they  also  sell  immense 
quantities  of  piano-fortes.     They  are  both  men  of 


much  energy,  and  are  determined  to  keep  a  good 
stock  of  the  first  class  music,  and  it  is  the  large 
and  choice  stock  they  keep  always  on  hand  that 
gives  them  the  popularity  they  enjoy.  Success  to 
them  in  their  great  enterprise  ! 

Sincerely  Yours,      Modern. 


u^it   |i&r0a!bf. 


Paris. 

At  the  Grand  Opera,  Mile.  Sophie  Crnvelli  has  been 
playing  in  La  Vestale  and  Les  HugueTiots.  As  usual,  she 
was  immensely  applauded.  It  is  stated  by  La  France 
Musicah,  that  Mile.  Cruvclli  leaves  again  for  London  on 
the  1st  of  July.  After  a  tour  in  England  she  -will  return 
by  the  1st  of  October,  and  immediately  begin  studying 
her  part  in  the  new  grand  five-act  opera  of  MM.  Scribe 
and  Verdi.  The  rehearsals  of  M.  Gounod's  NorMt  San- 
glanle  are  pursued  with  gi-eat  activity.  M.  Eoger,  the 
tenor,  has  cancelled  his  engagement.  He  is  now  in  Ger- 
many. Mme.  Tedesco's  engagement  expired  on  the  2oth 
of  June.  Report  says  that  this  lady  has  had  the  most 
fabulous  offers,  for  next  season,  from  the  management  of 
the  Opera  House  at  St.  Petersburgh.  The  programme 
of  the  Opera  Comiqne  is  still  the  same,  and  will,  in  all 
probability,  remain  so  for  a  lengthened  period — DEtoile 
du  N&rd  and  La  Fiancee  du  DiahU  forming  the  attraction 
on  alternate  nights.  Rehearsals  are  going  on,  however, 
for  the  new  opera  of  the  Prince  de  la  Moscowa,  as  well 
as  for  that  of  M.  Duprato. 

M.  Georges  Bousquet  has  succumbed  to  a  long  and 
painful  illness.  He  was  well  known  as  the  author  of 
Tabain^  and  had  a  new  three-act  opera  ready  for  the 
Th^atre-Lyrique  at  the  moment  of  his  decease.  He  was 
the  musical  critic  for  the  French  paper  called  L'lllus- 
fration,  and  at  one  time  cTief-d^orchesire  at  the  Ttaliens. 
M.  Bousquet  was  buried  on  Saturday,  at  Saint- Vincent- 
de-Paul.  In  the  musical  part  of  the  funeral  ceremony 
the  orchestra  was  conducted  by  M.  Tilmant,  and  the 
chorus  was  under  the  direction  of  M.  Batiste.  MM.  Le- 
f^bure-W^Iy  and  Cavallo  officiated  at  the  organ. 

July  1.    The  Grand  Opera  is  closed  for  six  weeks. 

At  the  Opera  Comique,  the  first  representation  of  M. 
Duprato's  new  one-act  opera  is  promised  for  Friday,  the 
30th.  La  Fiancee  du  Dlable  is  still  favorably  received. 
M.  Perrin  has  renewed  the  engagement  of  Mile.  Caro- 
line Duprez.  The  one-act  opera  by  M.  Duprez,  Jeliotte, 
first  played  at  the  composer's  private  theatre,  in  the  Rue 
Turgot,  has  been  accepted  by  the  management  of  the 
Opera  Comique,  and  will,  according  to  report,  be  put  in 
rehearsal  after  the  production  of  the  opera  written  by 
the  Prince  de  la  Moscowa. 

In  virtue  of  an  Imperial  decree,  the  theatres  of  Paris 
non-subvenlionnes,  the  theatres  of  the  departments,  and 
the  dramatic  censorship,  have  been  taken  from  the  di- 
rection of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  and  placed  under 
that  of  the  Minister  of  State.  The  engagement  of  Mme. 
Ugalde  at  the  Grand  Opera  expired  on  the  25th  ult. 

M.  Edouard  Batiste,  professor  at  the  Imperial  Conser- 
vatory of  Music,  and  organist  of  the  church  of  St. 
Nicolas-des-Champs,  has  been  appointed  organist  at  St. 
Eustache. — The  Societe- Saint e~Cecile  held,  last  week,  its 
yearly  general  meeting.  After  the  reading  of  the  report, 
which  confirmed  the  fresh  progress  made  by  the  Society, 
the  meeting  proceeded  to  re-elect  its  committee  and  a 
conductor,  in  the  place  of  M.  Seghers,  who  has  resigned. 
M.  Barbereau,  formerly  clief-d^ orchesire  at  the  Italian 
Opera,  was  unanimously  appointed  to  the  vacant  post. 
M.  WekerHn  will  continue  to  direct  the  vocal  depart- 
ment. 

Germany. 

Vienna. — Donizetti's  opera,  Der  Liebestrank  [L'Elisir 
(FAmore)  has  been  given  for  the  benefit  of  Mme.  Borghi- 
Mamo,  who  played  Adine,  but  was  not  very  successful, 
as  the  part  is  by  no  means  suited  to  her.  As  much  may 
be  said  of  Herr  Naudin  in  Nemorino.  Herr  Scalese  was 
Dulcamara,  and  Herr  Everardi,  the  Sergeant.  Herr 
Eckert  conducted.  On  the  whole,  the  performance  was 
anything  but  satisfactory.  It  is  expected  that'the  season 
of  German  opera  will  commence  with  Boieldieu's  Weisse 
Frau  (La  Dame  Blanche). 

There  has  been  nothing  lately  in  the  way  of  concerts. 
Mme.  Jenny  Lind  Goldschmidt  and  her  husband  have 
gone  to  the  baths  of  Tschl,  where  they  think  of  passing 
the  summer.  The  "Nightingale"  has  again  determined 
to  retire  from  public  life — for  some  time,  at  least.  Herr 
Leopold  von  Meyer  has  received  a  brilliant  offer  from 
America:  60,000  dollars  for  one  year,  exclusive  of  trav- 
elling and  other  expenses  ( ! )  For  this  he  is  required  to 
play  only  two  pieces  a  night. 

Berlin. — The  only  subject  of  importance  at  the  Royal 
Opera  House,  is  the  continued  success  of  Friiulein  Ney, 
(in  the  parts  of  Donna  Anna,  the  Vestal,  &e.)  She  ap- 
peared on  Wednesday,  the  29th,  as  Frau  Flnth,  (Mrs. 
Ford),  in  Nicolai's  Luslige  Weiber  van  Windsor,  and  this 
evening  she  concludes  her  engagement  by  a  repetition  of 
Norma.  The  season  will  shortly  be  brought  to  a  close 
with  Masaniello,  and  the  theatre  will  remain  shut  until 
the  24th  of  August. 

Aix-L.i-CnAPELLE. — The  season  commenced  ■with 
Flotow's  Martha,  which  was  favorably  received. — The 


manuscript  works  left  by  the  late  Schneider,  Hajfcapdl- 
meister  at  Dessau,  comprise  one  hundred  and  fifty-two 
compositions,  including  thirteen  oratorios,  eleven  masses, 
forty-seven  psalms,  seven  operas,  five  Festspiele  (pieces 
for  festivals),  eight  overtures,  seven  symphonies,  etc. 

Cologne. — The  members  of  the  Mdnnergesangverein 
returned  on  the  6th  from  P2ngland.  'f  hey  were  wel- 
comed by  their  friends  at  a  place  called  Kciiiigsdorf,  sev- 
eral miles  from  Cologne.  The  proceeds  of  the  twenty- 
three  concerts  given  by  them  in  the  space  of  twenty- 
nine  days  amount  to  45,000  thalers,  of  which  8,000  are 
devoted  to  the  building  fund  of  the  Cathedral. — Herr 
Ferdinand  Hiller  is  engaged  on  a  new  comic  opera,  the 
libretto  of  which  is  by  Herr  Roderick  Benedix. 

Feankfobt-on-the-Maine. — The  members  of  Riihl's 
Gesangverein  have  performed  Sebastian  Bach's  Passion, 
according  to  the  Gospel  of  St.  John. — The  theatre  was  so 
badl}'  attended  during  the  "starring"  engagement  of 
Herr  Steger,  that  the  well-known  tenor  left  without 
playing  the  number  of  times  previously  agreed  on. 

Munich. — Benvennio  Cellini,  of  Hector  Berlioz,  is  to  be 
produced  here  this  summer,  under  the  direction  of  the 
composer.  VEtoile  du  Nord  will  shortly  be  brought  out, 
with  Friiulein  Schwarzbach  as  Catherine. 

Italy. 

Modena. — Rossini's  Barbiere  di  Seviglia  has  been 
played  several  times  with  extraordinary  success.  The 
company  is  good,  and  the  opera  carefully  got  up.  Mile. 
Brambilla  is  applauded  every  night  in  the  lesson  scene: 
she  introduces  an  air  from  Mercadante's  Eleonora.  The 
other  singers  are  Mme.  Berti  and  Signori  Corsi,  Galvani, 
Scheggi,  and  Didot.    Verdi's  Rigoletlo  is  in  rehearsal. 

Florence. — The  new  opera,  Rogiero,  by  Sig.  Cosen- 
tino,  at  the  Teati-o  Alfieri,  improves  in  spite  of  the  libretto, 
which  is  very  indifferent.  Sig.  Fraschini  (the  "  tenore 
della  rialedizione  "  of  Mr.  Lumley),  has  been  engaged  for 
the  royal  theatre  of  Turin,  to  sing  during  the  carnival 
of  1855-6.  Madlle.  Brambilla  has  signed  an  engagement 
for  the  Pergola  at  Florence,  during  the  carnival  of  1854-5. 

Naples. — At  the  Teatro  Reale,  the  new  opera,  Elena  di 
Tolosa,  is  played  every  night  ;  at  the  Nuovo  theatre, 
Verdi's  II  Trovaiore  alternates  with  Mercadante's  Gil 
Orazi  e  Curiazi.  Both  houses  are  badly  attended,  partly 
on  account  of  the  great  heat,  and  partly  the  inefficiency  of 
the  companies.  At  the  San  Carlo,  11  Corsaro,  one  of 
Verdi's  early  operas,  is  in  rehearsal ;  the  parts  have  been 
allotted  to  Signore  De  Roissi  and  Carrozi,  and  Signori 
Pancani  and  Walter.  At  the  Teatro  Nuovo,  a  new  opera 
is  in  rehearsal,  entitled  Annella  di  Porta  Capuana,  the 
music  by  Fioravanti;  the  poetry  by  Arienzo. 

Venice. — The  new  opera,  Amleto,  the  words  and 
music  by  A.  Zanardini,  continues  to  draw  good  houses, 
and  is  more  liked  on  each  successive  representation. 
The  composer  is  a  very  young  man,  and,  as  a  first 
attempt,  his  Amleto  ma}'  be  considered  promising.  The 
opening  chorus  is  effective ;  the  largo  of  the  duet,  for  the 
soprano  and  tenor  between  Mad.  Morselli  and  Sig. 
Landi,  the  duet  for  soprano  and  basso,  by  Mad.  Spezzia 
and  Sig.  Coletti,  are  nightly  much  applauded.  The 
libretto  is  rather  dull.  The  composer  was  repeatedly 
called  for  on  the  first  night. 
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[[^"Wanted,  at  this  office,  copies  of  No.  4  of  the 
present  volume  of  the  Journal  of  Music,  (April  29, 1854.) 

Moore's  Encyclopsedia  of  Music. 
This  long  announced  and  eagerly  expected 
work  has  at  last  made  its  appearance.  It  lies 
here  before  us  a  tempting,  noble  looking  royal 
octavo  of  a  thousand  pages,  solid  as  a  London 
book,  and  quite  as  neat  and  clear  and  elegant  as 
regards  type  and  paper;  artistically  bound  in 
purple  cloth,  and  cheap  (only  four  dollars).  It 
is  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  typography 
which  have  ever  issued  from  the  Boston  Stereo- 
type Foundry.  The  musical  illustrations,  too, 
with  which  its  pages  abound,  are  most  invitingly 
set,  credit  for  which  is  due  to  the  worthy  printer 
of  our  own  Journal,  Mr.  E.  L.  Balch.  Exter- 
nally, this  book  challenges  comparison  with  any 
American  specimen  of  book-making,  and  the  en- 
terprising publishers,  Messrs.  J.  P.  Jewett  and 
Co.,  have  every  reason  to  congratulate  themselves 
upon  the  manner  in  which  they  have  ushered  so 
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important  a  work  into  tlae  -world. — We  have  be- 
gun with  noticing  externals ;  because,  it  having 
been  our  task  and  privilege  to  know  something 
of  the  literary  materials  on  their  passage  piece- 
meal to  the  press,  it  is  but  natural  that  now  the 
ultimate  concrete  form  and  completion  of  the 
whole  vast  and  miscellaneous  seeming  mass  should 
claim  our  first  attention.  And  now  for  the  work 
itself,  its  aim  and  method  and  achievement. 

It  proposes  to  furnish,  (so  far  as  may  be  in  such 
compact  form)  a  complete  Encyclopajdia  of 
Music :  that  is,  a  convenient  book  of  reference 
for  ready  information  upon  all  topics,  names  and 
persons  that  pertain  to  Music  as  a  Science  or  as 
an  Art.  The  subject  matters  are  alphabetically 
arranged,  and  include  explanations  on  all  points 
of  musical  science  and  notation ;  definitions  of 
musical  terms,  to  the  number  of  at  least  five 
thousand ;  descriptions  of  musical  instruments  of 
all  nations,  ancient  and  modern,  with  their  scales; 
accounts  of  the  lives  and  achievements  of  some 
four  thousand  musical  composers,  performers,  the- 
orists and  critics ;  and,  under  one  general,  as  well 
as  many  particular  heads,  an  orderly  synopsis  of 
the  history  of  Music  from  the  first  ages  down  to 
very  recent  times.  To  this  we  may  add  a  pretty 
copious  miscellany  of  musical  curiosities,  antiqui- 
ties, &e.,  and  a  liberal  supply  of  musical  illustra- 
tions in  notes. 

This  was  a  formidable  task  for  any  one  man, 
certainly  for  an  American.  Achieved  with  any 
reasonable  modicum  of  success,  it  could  not  but 
result  in  a  work  of  great  utility.  And  should  it 
fail  to  satisfy  all  questions,  should  it  on  the  other 
hand  offer  much  which  many  readers  hold  to  be 
superfluous,  it  would  be  no  more  than  the  com- 
mon lot  of  all  encyclopsedic  works,  however 
learned,  especially  when  compressed  into  the 
limits  of  one  volume.  Yet  the  author,  John  W. 
Moore,  of  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont,  in  his  single- 
minded  enthusiasm  for  the  Divine  Art,  and  curi- 
osity about  everything  pertaining  to  it,  and  with 
the  indefatigable  industry  of  seventeen  years,  has 
drawn  together  and  presented  in  convenient 
shape  for  reference  a  much  greater  mass  of  musi- 
cal information  than  has  ever  before  existed  in 
any  single  volume,  or  any  dozen  volumes  in  the 
English  language.  The  Germans  possess  musical 
lexicons  of  vaster  proportions,  and  smaller  ones 
perhaps  more  thoroughly  digested.  In  the  mat- 
ter of  musical  biography  the  French  work  of 
Fetis,  up  to  the  date  of  its  completion,  is  far  more 
full  and  satisfactory,  than  a  single  volume  like 
this  could  be.  Yet  even  these  works,  the  best 
of  them,  are  frequently  at  fault,  frequently  re- 
turn no  answer  or  a  very  ambiguous  answer  to 
the  student's  questions.  In  our  own  language 
there  has  been  absolutely  nothing  of  this  kind, 
save  some  smaller  works,  exclusively  biographical, 
or  exclusively  technical,  which  appeared  twenty 
or  thirty  years  ago.  These  earlier  English  works 
have  served  for  the  alphabetical  basis  or  nucleus 
of  Mr.  Moore's  materials.  Butto  these  he  has  added 
information  of  more  recent  date,  translations  of 
important  articles  from  the  best  French  and  Ger- 
man authorities,  and  original  essays  from  a  multi- 
tude of  sources. 

There  is  room  for  improvement,  doubtless.  We 
could  wish  that  some  matters  had  been  more  tho- 
roughly digested,  some  points  more  fully  treated, 
where  they  are  only  indicated.  But  this  we 
should  say  also  of  the  most  learned  and  extended 
German  works.    No  such  work  can  be,  in  the 


nature  of  the  case,  beyond  criticism ;  and  he  who 
creditably  carries  such  a  labor  through  is  worthy 
of  respect  as  one  who  has  generously  exposed 
himself  for  the  public  good.  Whatever  the  book 
may  lack  it  certainly  contains  enough  to  make  it 
indispensable  to  all  teachers,  students,  professors 
and  would-be  intelligent  lovers  of  music.  It  con- 
tains needed  information  upon  thousands  of  mat- 
ters, which  before  was  inaccessible  and  scattered 
throughout  the  forgotten  literature  and  journalism 
of  this  art.  Let  us  briefly  note  a  few  good  points. 
Under  the  leading  heads  of  musical  theory  and 
practice,  such  as  Harmony,  Thorough  Bass, 
Scales,  Mechanism  of  Accompaniment,  Instru- 
mentation, Notation,  &c.,  it  gives  condensed  and 
pretty  satisfactory  treatises,  conformed  to  the 
most  modern  results  of  science.  We  could  wish 
however,  that  in  future  editions,  the  necessary 
imperfection  of  such  short  treatises  might  be  cov- 
ered by  references  to  the  most  important  works 
upon  each  subject. 

The  definitions  of  musical  terms  are  generally 
clear  and  philosophical.  They  include  terms  in 
all  languages,  Greek,  Latin,  Hebrew,  Italian, 
German,  French,  &c.,  the  language  being  indi- 
cated by  its  initial  G.  or  I.  or  F.,  &c.,  after  the 
term.  A  multitude  of  technical  terms  belonging 
to  the  old  Greek  music,  as  well  as  other  obsolete 
matters  of  mere  historic  curiosity,  and  the  deriv- 
atives from  a  principal  topic,  are  thrown  into 
smaller  type,  that  in  adding  to  the  completeness 
of  the  work,  they  may  obtrude  but  little  upon 
the  space  due  to  things  of  fresher  interest. 

The  musical  biography  is,  for  the  most  part, 
singularly  complete,  and  includes  notices  (when- 
ever they  could  be  procured)  of  most  of  the  living 
and  rising  celebrities.  Manj'  of  the  early  Ameri- 
can psalmodists,  &c.  figure  with  the  rest ;  but  Mr. 
Moore  has  wisely,  as  we  think,  abstained  from 
trenching  on  the  delicate  ground  of  contemporary 
native  biography.  Yet  a  valuable  feature  of  his 
book  is  the  long  article  upon  Psalmody,  in  which 
mention  is  made  in  chronological  order  of  all  the 
numerous  American  contributions  to  this  great 
native  branch  of-  music  and  of  trade,  with  occa- 
sional biographical  memoranda  of  some  of  the 
more  active  composers,  compilers  and  teachers. 
Under  this  head  the  life  of  Lowell  Mason  will  be 
found  cpite  interesting.  Billings  figures,  as  a 
historical  character,  under  his  own  proper  head, 
in  a  pretty  full  biography.  Tho  grander  lives, 
like  those  of  Palestrina,  Bach,  Handel,  Mozart, 
Beethoven,  &c.,  are  given  with  great  fullness",  and 
include  often  full  lists  of  their  compositions.  And 
some  of  the  most  recent  notorieties,  like  Liszt  and 
Kiohard  Wagner,  receive  a  good  share  of  attention. 
The  history  of  Music  is  taken  from  the  French 
of  Choron,  a  clear  and  able  resume  as  far  as  the 
beginning  of  this  century;  since  which  time  it 
may  be  said  that  the  history  of  music  is  not,  and 
cannot  yet  properly  be,  written.  But  the  mate- 
rials of  the  sequel  to  our  own  day  are  scattered 
all  over  the  ^volume,  in  the  lives  of  the  more 
modern  men. 

The  appearance  of  a  work  of  such  pretensions 
in  our  own  community,  may  be  considered  in 
some  sort  as  the  musical  event  of  the  week ;  and 
in  the  absence  of  greater  matters,  has  warranted 
our  making  it  a  leading  topic.  It  certainly  is  not 
the  least  among  the  many  signs  of  a  rapidly  grow- 
ing interest  in  Music  in  this  country,  that  there 
should  be  demand  for  such  a  work,  and  that  it 
should  be  forthcoming. 


Music  FOE  Academic  Festivals. — In  the 
music  which  is  made  to  fill  the  pauses,  and  re- 
fresh the  mind,  between  the  literary  or  other 
exercises  of  our  public  festivals  and  celebrations 
of  all  kinds,  one  continually  feels  the  want  of  all 
regard  to  fitness.  We  mean  in  the  selection  of 
the  pieces  played  by  the  various  bands  on  such 
occasions.  Thus  we  remember  on  Commence- 
ment day  at  Harvard  a  year  or  two  since,  being 
marched  off  through  the  groves  of  Academus,  in 
the  grave  procession  of  venerable  seniors  and 
gowned  graduates,  to  the  humdrum  sound  of  the 
last  fashionable  polha.  And  the  Commencement 
exercises  on  last  Wednesday  aflTorded  quite  as 
odd  an  incongruity.  It  was  quite  a  nicely  organ- 
ized little  orchestra,  (the  Germania  Serenade 
Band,  we  beUeve,)  with  violins,  reeds,  brass,  &c., 
that  played  in  the  church  gallery  opposite  the  stage, 
between  the  parts.  But  the  piece  before  the  last 
oration  was  the  veriest  caUthumpian  hodge-podge 
of  foot-lifting  drum  and  fife  effects  —  a  sort  of 
JuUien  tempest  in  a  tea-pot.  Music  of  some 
dignity  would  seem  to  be  required  on  such  an 
occasion.  The  only  fitness  we  could  discover, 
here,  was  that  the  music  was  suggested,  possibly, 
by  the  somewhat  "  Young  American  "  title  of  the 
spirited  oration  to  which  it  preluded,  and  which 
was  on  "  The  reverence  due  from  the  old  to  the 
young "  1 

We  do  not  suppose  it  was  the  fault  of  the  mu- 
sicians. They  were  artists  and  competent  to  pro- 
duce true  artistic  music.  Indeed,  were  not  our 
ears  suddenly  refreshed  at  an  earlier  hour,  as  we 
wooed  the  breeze  at  the  window  of  a  house  across 
the  Common,  by  most  delicious  strains  of  one  of 
Mendelssohn's  two-part  songs  from  the  same  quar- 
ter ?  The  fault  is  in  the  low  taste  of  the  commu- 
nity everywhere,  who  do  not  call  for  better  things. 
Or  rather,  the  fault  was  in  the  taste,  and  now  is  in 
the  heedlessness  and  thoughtlessness  of  those  who 
eater  in  these  matters,  and  who  go  by  precedent 
and  habit,  rather  than  by  serious  regard  to  what 
is  fitting.  Where  is  the  Harvard  Musical  Asso- 
ciation, that  it  does  not  inspire  its  higher  musical 
ideas  and  aspirations  into  the  musical  parts  of 
Alma  Mater's  programme  ? 


Me.  Choeley,  in  the  London  Aiheneum,  noticing 
our  story  of  the  "  Prima  Donna  Waltz  "  perform- 
ance in  one  of  the  Connecticut  River  churches, 
says  it  can  be  paralleled  by  like  abominations  in 
the  English  churches.  In  the  first  days  of  the 
FreyschiXtz  enthusiam  he  remembeis  to  have  heard 
the  "  Hunters'  Chorus  "  sung  to  the  words  of  an 
Easter  hymn. 


Boston  Theatbe. — The  Boston  correspond- 
ent of  the  Musical  Review  has  picked  up  the  fol- 
lowing particulars  about  the  composition  of  the 
orchestra,  &c.,  of  the  new  Theatre  and  Opera 
House,  now  nearly  finished : 

Mr.  Thomas  Comer,  the  Director  of  Music,  has 
engaged  a  complete  orchestra  of  about  thirty 
members,  and  I  run  no  risk  in  saying  that  it  is  as 
complete  an  orchestra  as  has  ever  been  collected  for 
a  theatre  in  this  country.  Among  the  first  violins 
is  Mr.  F.  Suck,  and  his  brother,  just  arrived  from 
Germany,  violoncello,  has  also  been  engaged.  Mr. 
Comer  was  also  in  treaty,  a  few  days  since,  with 
the  leading  contra-basso  and  clarinet  of  the 
Germanians,  and  I  presume  has  engaged  them. 
A  leader  has  been  secured  by  Mr.  Barry,  in 
England.  It  is  also  stated  that  Mr.  Barry  has 
secured  an  English  opera  company,  of  which  Miss 
Louisa  Pyne  is  the  prima  donna.     He  was  also,  at 
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last  accounts,  in  treaty  with  Sims  Keeves,  but  tbere 
was  not  much  prospect  of  effecting  an  engagement. 
I  also  hear  of  other  musical  expectations  for  the 
theatre,  but  it  would  be  improper  to  mention 
them.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  next  winter 
will  be  a  decidedly  musical  season. 


# 
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Musical  Intelligence. 

Opera  at  Castle  Gaedes.— Verdi's  Lttisa  Miller, 
one  of  his  more  recent  operas,  of  which  we  chronicled 
the  production  at  Paris  a  season  or  two  since,  was  an- 
nounced for  Thursday  niglit,  with  the  full  strength  of 
the  company,  and  Maretzek  conducting.  We  are  sorry 
to  learn  that  the  operas  thus  for  have  been  very  poorly 
attended. 

Death  of  Signok  Pozzoliki. — Mexican  papers  re- 
port the  death  by  cholera  of  the  young  and  interesting 
tenor  of  Mme.  Sontag's  troupe.  He  had  many  friends, 
and  was  intellectaally  and  morally  a  superior  man. 

Sontag's  Funekal.— The  New  Orleans  Picayune 
translates  the  following  from  its  Mexican  files ; 

The  funeral  of  Mme.  Sontag  is  described  as  being  a 
most  magnificent  ceremony.  The  coffin,  covered  by  a 
black  pall  and  surmounted  by  a  large  silver  cross,  a  lyre, 
a  wreath  of  heartsease  and  another  of  jasmine,  "was 
borne  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  German  Philharmonic 
Society  (the  same  who  went  out  with  so  much  joy  and 
national  pride  to  greet  her  on  her  arnval  in  the  city), 
from  her  late  residence  to  the  church  of  San  Fernando. 

It  was  followed  by  the  Santa  Cecilia  Society,  by  the 
artists  of  the  two  opera  corps  (the  Sontag  and  the  Stef- 
fanone  troupes),  nearly  all  of  the  Mexican  and  foreign 
dilettimti,  very  many  military  and  civil  officers,  the  en- 
tire editorial  corps,  and  an  immense  multitude  of  persons, 
among  whom  was  every  painter,  sculptor,  poet  and 
writer  of  any  note  in  the  city.  The  entire  cortege  pro- 
ceeded on  foot,  followed  by  a  very  large  number  of 
empty  carriages. 

The  corpse  was  taken  into  the  body  of  the  church, 
which  was  completely  filled  with  spectators,  the  larger 
number  of  whom  were  ladies,  and,  after  the  chanting  of 
the  vigil,  the  imposing  funeral  ceremonies  of  the  Catholic 
church  were  performed.  At  the  portal  of  the  tomb,  be- 
fore the  burial  of  the  corpse,  the  Liederlafel  of  the  Ger- 
many society  sang  the  funeral  farewell  song.  Baron 
Gagem  read  between  the  stanzas  a  Gennan  poem,  and 
Don  Pantaloon  Tovar  one  in  Spanish,  and  at  eight 
o'clock,  while  the  church  bells  were  ringing  the  evening 
vespers,  the  remains  of  the  Countess  of  Rossi  were  de- 
posited in  the  Pantheon  of  Mexico. 

Italian  Opera  in  Mexico. — We  see  that  there  was 
an  attempt  to  fuse  the  two  Italian  opera  companies  sing- 
ing Id  the  city  of  Mexico,  after  the  demise  of  the  lamented 
Sontag,  but  in  vain.  The  combination  of  such  an  array 
of  talent  as  Signore  Stefianone,  Fiorentini,  Vietti  and 
Costini;  and  Signori  Marini,  Salvi,  Pozzolini,  Bordas, 
Badiali,  Beneventano,  Specchi,  Eocco  and  Eovere,  to- 
gether with  Signori  Bottesini,  Nicoao  and  Barili,  with 
the  joint  orchestras  and  choruses,  would  have  been  mag- 
nificently strong,  but  it  could  not  be  accomplished.  The 
Steffanone  and  Salvi  company  were  still  going  on  with 
their  performances  at  the  Tlieati-e  de  Orieute. — N.  0. 
Picayune. 

Apotheosis  of  Sontaq.— There  is  to  be  a  grand  and 
solemn  ceremony  at  the  theatre  de  Santa  Anna,  in  Mex- 
ico, on  the  day  when  a  superb  marble  bust  of  the  gi-eat 
artist,  now  being  executed  by  the  sculptor,  Piatti,  shall 
be  placed  in  that  theatre.  All  the  artists  of  the  two 
opera  companies  are  to  join  in  this  tribute,  and  the  poets 
and  orators  will  pronounce  eulogiums  to  the  genius  of 
the  immortal  Sontag. — Ibid. 

Geisi  Coming.— Madame  Grisi  has  extended  her 
engagement  in  London  for  eight  additional  performances, 
and  the  advertisement  in  the  London  papers  of  July  4th 
states  that  it  is  "inconsequence  other  anticipated  de- 
parture for  the  United  States  having  been  deferred  until 
the  end  of  the  present  month."  So,  unless  she  should  be 
frightened  by  the  cholera  and  the  sad  fata  of  Sontag  on 
this  side  of  the  ocean,  she  may  be  looked  for  in  about  a 
mouth. 
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A  SOPRANO  SIJXTGEIl.— A  Young  Lady  desires  a 
place  as  Soprano  in  a  Quartet  Choir  in  one  of  t\xQ  churches 
in  this  city.  A  rare  opportunity  may  be  heard  of  by  inquiring 
at  this  office.  July  22. 


G.  andr:&  &  CO. 

FOREIGN     MUSIC     DEPOT, 

GIRARD    HOUSE    BUIIiDlNCiS, 

NINTH  8TEEET,  ABOVE  CHESTNUT, 

July  1  PHILADELPHIA. 


John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE  ENTIRE  AND  INIMITABLE  ALLEGORY  OF 

THE    PILGRIM'S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  hisjourney  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  haye 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisiier,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  Arnerica. 

JOHN  P.  JEAVETT,  Publisllier. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  aothorizep  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraring  for  Sale.  Also — PLain  and 
Ornamented  Prames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

IMPOKTEK  AND  DEALER  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

No*  13  Treniont  RoTP,  Bostoii* 

***    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 
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VOCAL  MUSIC  IN  CLASSES. 

The  undersigned  proposes  to  give  instruction  to  Toitno 
Ladies  in  Classes,  to  PamilieSj  and  to  Individuals,  as  may 
be  desiredj  in  tlie 

Klemeutary  Principles  and  Practice  of  "Vocal 
Music, 

According  to  the  Pestalozzian  or  Inductive  Method. 

The  plan  proposed  will  not  interfere  "with  instruction  in  the 
higher  branches  of  Vocal  Esecdtion,  Style,  Expression,  etc. 
nor  supersede  its  necessity :  but  the  great  object  will  be,  by 
the  establishment  of  a  systetnatic^  welt  directed^  and  adequate 
elemenlary  course^  to  enable  pupibi  to  read  even  the  most  diffi- 
cult music  ^ith  ease  and  fluency — and  thus  eminently  qualify 
them  to  receive  and  profit  by  their  iustructicus  in  the  more 
advanced  studies  of  the  Art. 

New  classes  formed  whenever  a  sufficient  number  of  pupils 
shall  apply.  The  price  of  tuition  will  be  regulated  by  the 
number  of  pupils  in  a  class,  ramilies  and  small  classes  met  at 
their  residences,  if  desired. 

Apply  between  the  hours  of  2  and  3  P.  SI.,  at  the  rooms  of 
George  J.  "Webb  &  Co,  No.  3  Winter  St. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 
Teacher  of  the  Piano,  and  Yocal  Music  in  Classes. 

Residence,  No.  24  ^''est  Cedar  St.  Boston. 

References :  Messrs.  George  J.  Webb,  Lowell  Mason,      je  17 

a,  WERNEE  &  L.  J.  hoeffner, 


-DEALERS  IN- 
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No.  265  -WASHIIsrGTON  STREET, 

{CORNER   OP  WINTER   STREET.) 

PIANO-FORTES,  Seraphines,  Melodeona,  Guitars,  Violins, 
Tenors,  Violoncellos,  Basses,  Clarinets,  Flutes,  Piccolos, 
Fifes,  Accordeons,  Strings,  Bows,  etc. 

"We  shall  keep  on  hand  a  great  variety  of  the  above  named 
instruments,  and  shall  endeavor  to  give  satisfaction  to  all 
purchasers,  whether  they  desire  the  best  and  highest  priced, 
or  the  cheapest  instruments.  Orders  by  letter  will  be  carefully 
attended  to. 

PIANOS  TO  LET,  TUNED  AND  REPAIRED. 
Mr.  Werner  vnW  also  continue  to  give  instruction  on  the 
Piano,  Organ,  Flute,  Violin  and  Guitar.    Mr.  Werner  can  be 
seen  at  the  Sales-room,  or  in  the  evening  at  his  residence.  No. 
976  Washington  St,  May  27.    3m 

GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  GO'S 
PIANO-FORTE   WAREROOMS: 

Cliamlicrs,  No.  3  "Wintci"  Street,  Boston. 

AT  this  Establishment  may  he  found  an  elegant  and  exten- 
sive assortment  of 

PIANO-FORTES, 

at  all  prices,  warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  the  essential  properties  of  TonCj  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
Style,  and  Finish.    None  others  will  be  kept. 
Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AND  GUITARS. 

Mr.  Webb's  long  experience  in  the  profession  of  Music,  ena- 
bles us  to  assure  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  may 
find  it  inconvenient  to  vieit  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desired,)  aa  by  personal 
examination;  and  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders, 
can  implicitly  rely  upon  the  exercise  of  Mr.  Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  favor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  be  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit. 

1:?=*  SOLD  AT  MANUFACTURERS'  PRICES. 

Agents  for 

Lighte,  Newton  &/  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &u  Co.'s  do.      Boston. 

Goodman  &  Baldwin's  Melodeons, 

Feb  19    6m 


ABOIiPH   KIEIiBLOCK, 

No.    30    ASH    STREET,    BOSTON. 

03==^ ominuni cations  may  be  left  at  Mr.  Ditson's  music  sforc, 
No.  115  Washington  Street.  June  10. 

MUSICAL  NOTICE. 

T.  BRICHER,  Teacher  of  the  Organ,  Piano-Forto  and 
Singing,  having  closed  his  connection  as  Oreimist  of  the  Bow- 
doin  Square  Church,  has  removed  to  No.  7)i'  Tremont  How, 
where  he  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  for  his  services 
as  Organist  and  Teacher  of  Music.  jc  24 


HEWS'    PATENT 
AMERICANACTION  PIANOFORTE:. 

THE  MANUl^ACTUREK  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER  AND   DEALER  IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  344  Wasliingtoii  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TONED,  #  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

MANUEL  PENOLLOSA, 

PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gray's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

References. 

Messrs.  'CHiGKERmG,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Pdncharb,  Boston. 

Messrs.  George  Peabodt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.    om. 

PIANIST  ANH  TEACHER  OE  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  riano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Kicharbson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Kow. 

Keferekces  : — Mrs.  C-  W.  Loring,  S3  Mt.  Yernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

PIANOS  !     PIANOS!     PIANOS! 
BARGAINS  IN  PIANOS. 

The  subscribers  have  in  store  new  German  Rosewood  6^^ 
octave  Pianos,  at  3?260.  Warranted  fully  equal  to  the  Boston 
and  New  York  pianos,  and  one  hundred  dollars  cheaper. 


July! 


a.   p.   REED   &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum. 


Mile.  GABEIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

GI7ES 

INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

AND  MAY  BE  ADDRESSED  AT 

Feb.  4    3m  55  HAJTCOCK  STREET. 

Mr.    OTTO    DRESEL 

"Will  return  to  Boston  by  the  first  of  October,  when  he  will  be 
prepared  to  receive  pupils  on  the  piano-forte. 
Address  meanwhile  at  this  ofBce. 

J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  or  Theo. 
T.  Barker.  3  mos.  Dec    3. 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,  GUITAR, 

2  Seueca  St.,  coruer  Hai-risou  Avciiue. 

MR.  De  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  &c. 
Boston,  April  23.  3m 

J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Kesidence  ]Vo.  56  Kneeland  Street. 

Oct.  8.    3m 

A.   W.   FRENZEL, 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 
No.  6  Acorn  St.,  {between  Chestnut  and  Mt.  Vernon  Sts.) 
Apr  8  BOSTON. 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


mwwM{B. 


In  all  its  various  brandies, 

NEATLY    AND    PBOMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY   EDWARD    L.    BALOH, 

©flirt  Soutnal  of  ^usit.  No.  21  Sdjool  St. 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  him  b.v  the  Mass. 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  workmansliip, 
may  he  seen  at  his  oiBce. 

[n?"  MUSIC    prepared  for   Stereotyping. 


GREAT   BOOK  IN  PRESS. 

MOORE'S  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  MUSIC : 

COMPILED  BY  JOHN  W.  MOORE, 

With  the  apsistance  of  other  distinguished  men  in  the  musical 
■world.  The  intention  of  the  author  is  to  make  a  most  com- 
plete and  thorough  work  of  the  above,  which  will  be  a  desid- 
eratum in  the  world  of  music.  It  will  be  published  in  one 
elegant  Royal  Octavo  volume  of  about  900  pages,  double  col- 
umns, and  will  contain  a  complete 

Dictionary  of  Musical  TermSj 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  SCIEISTCE  OF  MUSIC, 

from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present,  a 

Treatise  on  Harmony  and  Thorough  Bass, 

a  description  of  all  known  Musical  Instruments,  with  the 
names  of  the  most  distinguished  makers,  ^nd  a  complete  Musi- 
cal Biography  of  over  three  thousand  of  the  most  distinguished 
Composers  and  Musicians  who  have  ever  lived.  Mr.  Moore  has 
spent  several  years  in  compiling  this  valuable  work.  It  is  now 
going  through  the  press  as  rapidly  as  will  comport  with 
accuracy. 

P.  S.— The  above  splendid  work,  which  will  prove  invaluable 
to  every  professional  musician,  and  to  every  amateur,  will  be 
ready  this  spring ;  we  hope  in  the  month  of  March.  It  has 
been  delayed  on  account  of  the  immense  labor  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  the  difficulty  of  stereotyping  a  work  so  full  of  examples. 
The  delay,  however,  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  work. 

The  price,  bound  in  cloth,  will  be $4  00. 

The  price,  bound  in  half  calf,  will  be. . .  .4  50. 
JOHN  P.  JEU'ETT,  &  Co., 
Publishers,  17  and  19  Cornhill,  Boston  ; 
JEWETT,  PROCTOR  &  ^rOKTHINGTON, 

Cleveland. 
Will  be  for  sale  by  all  the  book  and  music  dealers  in  the 
country.  2m  Feb.  11. 

C3r.    -A..    SCH1MCIT1", 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr,  0.  DITSON'S,  115  "Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  262  Washington  St. 

REFERENCES. 


John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

O.  Ditson,  Esq. 

N.  Richardson,  Esq. 

A.  Berry,  Esq.  28  Pearl  st. 

J.  A.  Hanson,  Esq.,  6  Bath  St. 

H.  Crociter,  Esq.  6  Shawmut  ay. 


Mrs.  Farnham, 

6  Copeland  st.  Roxburj. 
Epes  Sargent,  Esq. 
ReT.  Mr.  lluntington. 
Hon.  J.  J.  Clarlie,  27  State  st. 
July  1 


E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACHETV  OF  THE  PlJViNO   A^WD  ORGA.N. 

[t^TEEMS  MODERATE. 

Hesidence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Beference,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

Signer  AUGUSTO  BENDELARI, 

(FKOJt      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINOINO. 

Residence,  Winthrop  House,  Boston. 


May  13 


tf 


L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHEK     OF     OTUSIC, 

265  AVasbington  Street,  Boston. 


Oct.  16. 


3m 


Oermania  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OP  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E.  lELTOW,  Agent, 
iil4tf  SO  Eayette  Street. 


CHICKERINa   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OE 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND    SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


^. 


€?; 


"WAREROOMS, 

]vc.A.so]\rxo    •z'jsivcx^Xjix:, 

TREMONT    STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 

iSliSnailr  5,.  Balti), 


THE  MODERN  SCHOOL 

^FOR  THE  — 

HAS  MET  "WITH  THE  GREATEST  POSSIBLE  SUCCESS 
and  has  created  more  excitement  among  Instruction  Book 
makers  and  publishers  than  any  other  Method  before  heard  of; 
for  thtt  reason  that  it  is  sometbinq  new,  and  thoroughi-y 
ADAPTED  TO  ITS  PURPOSE.  It  is  a  ''Yankee"  invention,  and 
the  only  work  in  existence  that  is  universally  commended 
notwithstanding  the  great  ojrposition  which  has  so  long  been 
maintained  against  every  musical  ivorh  fiom  the  "pen  of  an 
American.  The  Author  feels  much  flattered  with  the  interest 
both  foreign  and  American  Professors  have  taken  in  introducing 
his  method  ;  it  certainly  is  its  best  recommendation.  The 
"  Modern  School  "  is  not  only  known  in  this  country,  but  in 
Germany,  France  and  England. 

Publishers,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  already  feel  the  in- 
fluence of  this  Instruction  Book,  and  it  has  induced  them  to 
overhaul  their  old  and  long-forgotten  "  Methods,"  shake  ofE 
the  dust  and  disguise  them  in  a  modern  suit,  and  present  them 
to  the  present  generation  as  something  new.  In  fact,  every 
work  less  than  a  hundred  years  old  is  now  making  its  re-appear- 
ance. 

THE  MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PIANO-FORTE  ia 
bownd  to  sustain  its  reputation  and  we  challenge  any  publisher 
in  this  country  or  in  any  other,  to  produce  a  method  for  the 
Piano  that  has  stood  or  will  stand  the  same  esamination  and 
criticism  as  the  Modern  School  for  the  Piano-Forie. 

The  Author,  Mr.  NATHAN  RICHARDSON,  has  just  re- 
turned from  Europe,  where  he  has  met  with  the  most  flattering 
success  with  his  Instruction  Book,  it  having  passed  a  critical 
examination  by  the  most  distinguished  teachers,  and  been 
pronounced  a  great  improvement  upon  all  other  methods 
by  the  highest  authority  of  the  old  country. 

Among  the  many  Professors  who  examined  this  work,  and 
gave  their  written  recommendations,  we  will  mention 

JULIUS     KNORR, 

(well  known  in  this  country,)  who  admitted  to  the  Author 
personally  that  there  is  no  instruction  hoolt  at  the  present  day 
that  will  compare  with  the  MODERN  SCHOOL  as  regards 
true  merit,  and  will  answer  so  fully  its  purpose.  He  gave  his 
written  testimonial  as  follows  ; 

After  a  careful  examination  of  "  The  Modern  School  for  the 
Piano-Forte,"  by  Mr.  Nathan  Richardson,  I  am  conTinced  that 
it  presents  a  full  and  accurate  compendium  of  all  that  is  most 
esBeutial  to  the  acquirement  of  a  good  execution.  It  has, 
moreoTer,  the  merit  of  entire  consistency  in  its  system  of  fin- 
gering, which  is  occasionally  new,  but  always  thoroughly 
adapted  to  its  end.  The  worlt  cannot  be  sufficiently  recom- 
mended, especially  to  those  players  who  make  virtuosLty^  or 
brilliant  execution,  one  end  of  their  studies.  An  interesting 
feature  of  the  book  will  certainly  be  found  by  many  in  its  ana- 
tomical descriptions  of  the  bones,  muscles,  and  hgaments  of 
the  hand.  JULIUS  liNORli. 

Letpsic,  April^  1854. 

Those  who  are  about  to  purchase  an  Instruction  Book  for 
the  Piano-Forte  should  not  fail  to  examine  this  work  before 
any  other,  and  they  will  be  satisfied  that  it  is  the  most  tho- 
rough, progressive  and  comprehensive  method  ever  published, 
and  those  who  practice  out  of  it  will  improve  wonderfully.  It 
is  also  decidedly  cheaper  than  any  other.  Why  ?  Because  it 
contains  248  pages,  and  is  printed  upon  the  finest  paper,  em- 
bracing several  beautiful  colored  plates,  and  bound  in  splendid 
embossed  cloth,  full  gilt;  presenting  the  most  magnificent 
appearance  of  any  music  book  ever  laid  upon  the  piano. 
Single  copy, $4. 

To  satisfy  the  Pubhc  that  the 

MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PIANO-FORTE 
is  the  best  Instruction  Book  published,  we  give  for  reference 
the  following'  names  of  distinguished  Professsors  of  Music,  who 
have  given  the  most  complimentary  recommendations ; 


LOWELL  MASON, 
GEO.  J.  WEBB, 
ALFRED  JAELL, 
WM.  MASON, 
GEO.  F.  ROOT, 
W.  B.  BRADBURY, 
A.  DREYSCHOUK, 
OTTO  DKESFL, 
CARL  BERGMANN, 
A.  KREISSMANN, 
E.  H.  HOWARD, 
AUGUST  GOCKEL, 
A.  W.  FRENZEL, 
A.  KIELBLOCK, 
A.  T.  THORUP, 


S.  A.  BANCROFT, 
F.  G.  HILL, 
J.  B.  WHEATON, 
N.  B.  CLAPP,  * 
H.  PERABEAU, 
W.  R.  BABOOCK, 
W.  C.  GLYNN, 
F.  F.  MULLEB, 
L.  H.  SOUTHARD, 
J.  TRENKLE, 
T.  BRICHER, 

A.  BAUMBACH, 

B.  F.  LEAVENS, 
JAMES  FLINT, 
ED.  BRUCE, 


NEW  YORK  MUSICAL  REVIEW, 

NEW  YORK  MUSICAL  WORLD  AND  TIMES, 

DWIGHT'S  JOURNAL  OF  MUSIC. 

Published  at  the 

MUSICAL   EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston, 

BY    NATHAN    RICHARDSON^ 

and  for  sale  at  all  the  principal  Music  Stores  in  the  United 
States  and  English  Provinces.    All  orders  promptly  executed. 
N.  B. — A  list  of  recommendations,  from  one  to  two  hundred, 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  author. 

jLttttr-pngs,^jg:usu  gitit  2d6  ^imtinj3-@mtt,      Nn.  21  Zt^aaX  &X.» 


The  name  of  KlNf  OKK  in  commendation  of  an 
Instruction  Book  has  often  been  sought,  Tind 
when  obtained  considered  a  leading  induKie-- 
ment  for  Teachers  and  Scholars  to  adopt  the 
work.  Here  we  have  a  Method  by  Knorr  him- 
self, in  which  is  comprised  all  that  vast  accumu- 
lation of  Musical  Knowledge,  as  it  relates  to  the 
Piano,  which  has  made  his  name  so  celebrated, 
and  his  word  of  approval  so  desirable. 

THOSE,  THEREFORE,  WHO  HAVE  ADOPTED  A  WORK 
BECAUSE  JtTLItrS  KBTOKK  RECOMMENDED  IT, 
WILL  NOT  FAIL  DULY  TO  APPRECIATE  A  VOLUME  OF 
INSTRUCTION  DIRECTLY  FROM  THE  PEN  OF  THAT 
TALENTED  ARTIST.  

THE  MOST  COMPLETE 

PIANO-FOBTE    IBrSTKUCTIOIf    BOOK 

OF    THE   AGE. 

A.  E.  nitJI.L,ER'S  METHOD 


REVISED    BT 

JULIUS    KNOEB, 

TRANSLATED  PROM  THE  GERMAR  BY 

G.    A.    SCHMITT. 

The  Musical  World  and  Times  says  of  this  work :  "  It  ia 
admirably  suited  to  promote  the  study  of  the  Piano-Forte,  for 
it  is  one  of  the  most  complete  works,  in  this  line,  ever  pub- 
lished in  this  country,  while  it  is  based  on  the  soundest  prin- 
ciples of  teaching.  Muller  seizes  upon  the  pupil  from  the 
earhest  age,  and  from  the  simplest  lessons  leads  him^  step  by 
step,  methodically  to  the  fullest  development  of  his  physical 
powers,  and  to  the  highest  acquirements  of  the  instrument. 
There  is  one  part  of  this  Method  which  cannot  be  too  highly 
praised  ;  this  is  the  developement  given  by  the  author  to  the 
Exercises  with  the  /land  in  a  qiiiescent  state.  Explanations  on 
embellishments,  musical  elocution,  and  other  matters  are  given 
with  particulars  entirely  new.  An  excellent  chapter  is  de- 
voted to  the  performance  in  two  and  more  parts  (strict  style) 
of  each  hand  separately  j  a  novelty  in  instruction  books  as 
yet  published  in  this  country.  We  recommend  the  book  to 
the  attention  of  both  professional  men  and  such  musical  ama- 
teurs as  are  desirous  of  becoming  able  and  correct  players  on 
an  instrument  whose  resources  are  boundless,,  and  whose  popu- 
larity is  daily  increasing." 

Numerous  letters  have  already  been  received  from  distin- 
guished Professors  of  Music,  copies  of  many  of  which  will  soon 
be  pubUshed.  There  is  but  one  opinion  expressed  respecting 
Muller  and  Knorr'a  Method,  and  that  is  earnest  in  its  praise. 

From  lengthy  notices  of  the  Boston  press^  the  following  are 
selected : — 

"  This  volume  contains  all  that  is  required  to  make  not  only 
a  g"00d,  but  an  admirable  pianist." — Boston  Atlas. 

"  A  pupil  who  shall  follow  the  rudiments  here  given,  cannot 
fail  of  becoming  an  accomplished  performer.'' — Tbanscript. 

"  A  legacy  of  inestimable  worth  to  our  growing  love  of  the 
Art." — Post. 

"  An  elaborate  and  valuable  directory  to  the  art  of  piano- 
forte playing." — Traveller. 

"  It  contains  a  plainer  system  of  instruction  than  we  remem- 
ber to  have  ever  met  with  in  any  similar  publication." — Am. 
Union. 

"  One  of  the  best,  if  not  the  very  best  (notwithstanding  the 
acknowledged  excellence  of  Bertini's  Method)  Piano  Instruction 
Book  ever  published  in  this  country."— Privateer. 

"  Best  and  most  thorough  Method  for  the  Piano  ever  pub- 
lished. Even  old  players  will  deem  it  a  valuable  companion." 
— Christian  Freeman. 

"  This  is  unquestionably  a  work  of  superior  excellence." — 
Pathfinder. 

This  translation  has  been  made  by  a  German  teacher,  who 
brought  to  the  task  the  results  of  a  long  experience  in  Piano- 
forte teaching,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe. 

The  German  Text  will  be  found  valuable  to  many  Teachers 
and  Scholars. 

The  work  is  comprised  in  170  laj^e  quarto  pages. 

Complete,  Tavo  Farts  iu  oue, $3* 

Separate  Farts,  eacb. $3. 


The  FlUST  PART  contains  the  Elements  of  Music,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  Piano  ;  a  systematic  synopsis  of  the  Kules  of 
Fingering  ;  explanations  of  different  modes  of  Musical  Elocu- 
tion :  interwoven  in  all  of  which  is  a  useful  Guide  to  the 
Teacher. 

The  SECOND  PAUT  treats  of  Mechanical  Matters,  or  all 
that  belongs  to  the  department  of  Fingering  exclusively. 
More  fully  carried  out  by  Knorr  in  this,  than  in  any  of  his 
other  works. 

Published  by  OLIVEK  DITSON,  Boston: 

Berry  &  Gordon,   New  York:    J.  E.  Gocld,  Philadelphia: 
D.  A.  Trdas,  Cincinnati :  and  by  Music  Dealers  generally. 
Dl^Copies  can  be  sent  by  mail. 
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BOSTON,    SATURDAY,    JULY    29,    1854, 


NO.   17. 


FUBIJSIIEB  EVERY  SATUSDAY. 

JTS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  MusiCi"but  witji 
glances  at  tti«  -whole  WcfTlQ  of  Art  and  of  Polite  Litera'Cure  ; 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  RevieTrs  of  OoucePtf, 
Orate^'ics,  Gpcras;  with  tinioly  Aoalyses  of  tbe  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Comi)Csers,  fcc.  2-  Notices  of 
Kew  Merfc  pnblishTsd  at  home  and  abroad.  C.  A  Summcrj^  6t 
the  signrficant  ftfc^sical  N^tpts  from  all  parts  ;  {;ath*»red  from. 
Enghsb,  German,  French,  as  well  as  Ameiican  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondcnc-a  from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essays  on 
musinr-l  styles,  schools,  periods,  aathoi-s,  compositions,  iBStre- 
mcnts,  theories  ;  -en  Musical  Education  ;  on  M-nsicinits  Moral 
Social,  and  Religious  bearings ;  on  Music  in  the  Church,  tba 
Concert-Toom,  the  Theatre,  the  Oham"oor,  and  the  Street,  &c. 
6.  TrarHf  lations  frem  the  best  German  and  i'rench  writers  up<Hi 
Music  and  Art.  7.  Occasional  Notices  of  Sculpture,  Pai-nting, 
Architecture,  Poetry,  Esthetic  Boolts,  the  Drama,  S:c. — 
8.  Original  and  Salec*ed  Poeois,sIrcirt  Talcs,  Anecdotes,  &c. 

0="  Un-^k  nuBibers,  from  the  com«ienc«ii*:!nt,  can  be  fur- 
tished.    Alfio  bound  copies  of  the  first  two  years. 

Postage,  if  paid  in  nitvance^  for  any  distance  within  the 
i^tate,  Ikirieen  cents  a  year  ;  if  not  in  advance,  twenty-six 
cents.    To  aJlxlaoes  beyond  the  State,  dovble  these  rates. 


J.  S.  ©WIGHT,. ...... EDITOR  AND  PKOPEIETOE. 

E©WARD  L.  BALCH,  PJRiNTEfi. 
0*OFF5CE,    K««    jei    Sclw>oi    gti»eet,    So&to£%« 


S^' 


SWB-SCKIPTIONS    RE-OEIVED 

At  the  OFFICE  OY  rUI!LTCATI0N,21  School  St. 

Sy    NATHAN  RKKAH.DS©N,£S2  V.'afJimgton  Street. 
"    eEO.  P    REKD  &  CO.,  13   Tremont  Kow. 
"    A.  M.  LELAKD,  Troviihnce,  P..  J. 
"    BfiXTiSIl  &  BEieTHEItS,  <3  A-nn  StreH,  N.  Y. 
"    SCHAKFE»!iEItG  &  hVlS^^W  eroaclrjav,  N.  V. 
"  «E01ii:E  DDTTON,  Jk.,  RocheHer,  N.  ¥. 
"    G.   ANDRE,  229   ChrslKiit  St.,  'PhllciiJelpUa. 
«    iEir.iER  &  B.BACHAM,  Kl  Sr,Uif?i(Ke  St~  Bak. 
"    COLBURX  &  FIKJ-D,   CinriitniUi,   O. 
"    HOLBROOK  &   LONG,   Clerdan'l,  O. 
«   JOKN  li.  i.IELL&R,  Pittftarrgh,  Ta. 


RATES  FOUL  ADVIIKTISIKG. 

Eor-hoifa  square,  (8  lines,)  or  less, -fiKt  insertion,     .    .  f0.80 
"  "  "  eacli  additioniUmaar.     ,25 

Forasquara,(16-lh3efl,)fiTstinRerti,Tn, l.CO 

"  "  eatch  additional  iiKwrtioa,      ,     .       .50 

Ona'JvsrtisemeQts  standing  tlirye  months  or  longer,  a  dis- 
connt  of  twenty  per  certt.  fm  th«  abore  ratesis  aUo^eS. 

Payment.i  required  in  advance :  for  yearly  adTertieements, 
4«arter4y  in  advaEoe. 


'{TranSatcS'by  the  Eaitor.] 

A  Eeview  of  the  History  «f  Music  feefore 
Mozart. 

BT   A.  •OO-LIBPCH'Erl'-. 
'CCoatimiea  from  p.  122  ) 

The  Qpzra  %vffa^  of  wj>;ek  we  now  come  to 
speak,  mingled  itself  at  first  vrAh  the  Opera  s€- 
ria,  as  SliakspcaM's  drellerres  wjlh  his  historiual 
dramas.  Afterwards,  bciog  banisl-sed  into  tlte 
JHtcracts,  it  t«ok  tfeo  name  <9f  intermezz-a,  and 
first  attai'iied  te  an  independent  and  generic  ex- 
istenea,  as  a  play,  in  tlie  ^vorks  of  Logkescino 


sai  particularly  of  PiCCiNl.  The  old  opera 
stria  teas  little  suited  ever  to  become  popular 
■witli  foreigner ;  'out  it  lay  in  tne  character 'of  the 
</pera  hyffa,  as  constituted  'by  fliese  two  masteTs, 
to  please  whereveT  .people  love  to  laiigli  and  hear 
good  music.  I  l>elieve,  feat  no  peopla  possess  so 
nlQch  talent  for  drollery  as  tlie  Italians.  What 
cTa  mcalculalile  originality  tliere  is  in  their  ex- 
travaganzas, w'bat  wit  in  their  axisurdlties,  wliat 
fantastical  liumor  in  their  tom-foolerics  of  costume 
and  of  masquerade';  and,  comlDined  witli  fnese, 
wliat  transporting  naturalness  In  these  pieces, 
■whlcli  seem  to  Tdb  more  works  of  tie  player  fliaii 
©f  the  composer,  and  In  wliicTi  oDe  actually  re- 
joices to  find  no  sliadow  of  a  reasonalale  tliouaht. 
Assuredly,  if  there  lie  any  antidote  against  te>- 
restrial  sufferings  In  general,  and  against  *tbe 
spleen  of  tlie  nortli  in  particular.  It  is  the  vpira 
ivffa,  with  singers  like  BonaVeri  in  Dresden, 
or  ZaSiboni  in  'St.  Petorsourg.  These  persons 
are  real  nenefactors  oT  mankind. 

It  would  lie  unJQst  to  apply  to  the  opera  oujfa 
in  general,  tlie  tlioughts  vAich  w«  •  expressed 
"wnen  touching  on  tlie  universal  cliaracteT,  whicli 
mtisic  can  and  Ohglit  to  have  in  tragedy.  'Our 
■aTt,  whic'h  m  Itself  expresses  th«  passional  emo- 
tion, lias  no  expression  for  the  comic,  whese  ef- 
fects are  always  tlie  result  of  a  comparison,  thst 
Is  to  say,  an  operation  of  intelligence,  to  wliicli 
the  musician  cannot  apply  himself  without  some 
mediating  elements.  Although  my  view  is  not 
■ihat  cif  every  one,  yet  i  seem  to  find  the  proof 
•of  Biy  assertion  in  the  fact,  that  tlie  essentially 
Kximic  does  not  lie  in  Instrumental  music  One 
■can  be  merry,  entertaining,  fantastical,  even  ridi- 
■culous  in  that,  bet  not  coBiical,  without  a  pro- 
gramme either  written,  or  existing  in  the  fancy  (jf 
the  public.  To  be  comic,  the  musician  must  caH 
in  t'he  aid  of  words,  and  employ  the  intonations 
■and  accents  of  speech,  still  mere  thap.  in  recita- 
'live  and  tragic  declamation^  he  ■must  desc^end  to 
familiar  declamation,  what  the  Italians  calljoo^- 
lando.  But  tliis  sort  of  sjllabic  song  is  op-ly  ef- 
fective when  the  prosody  of  the  wGrds  sKnes 
■through  its  'eutlines-;  and  then  too  the  masic  be- 
comes local,  like  the  word,  v/ith  which  it  Strives 
to  blend.  And  tbat  is  a  great  advantage,  since 
the  comic  element,  as  in  spoken  comedy,  is  based 
■apofj  the  characters,  Eiaoners  and  rkliculoES 
things  peculiar  to  the  locality,  and  in  tli-e  interests 
of  illusion  can  do  nothing  better  than  employ  a 
musical  speech,  which  particuiariEes  still  more 
the  matters  it  sets  fortb.     I  except  however  those 


nambers  In  an  opera  wblch  'express  feelings  and 
are  intended  for  tbe  lyric  singers,  and  in  wTiicli 
m-nsic  enters  tspon  its  rigbt  of  universality  of  ex- 
pression. If  it  is  true  tliat  a  comedy,  wbicb 
"bolds  up  the  tnamiers  of  a  country  to  reproacb, 
is  untranslataTile  (eind  so  far  no  translator  bas 
proved  to  me  fhe  opposite),  tben  the  musical 
farces  of  Italy  mtist  Be  so  In  a  double  respect, 
lioth  as  pieces  and  as  music.  I  confess,  that  for- 
elo;n  singers  and  actors  'are  alike  'unpalatable  to 
me.  The  spoken  song  goes  ofi  well  only  In  Italj', 
beca"ase  tbe  Italian  language  in  itself  is  song. 
Dthe'r  "nations  therefore  are  obliged  to  resert  to 
tbe  pitifal  aid  of  'dialagoe  in  tbeir  comic  operas. 
Simple  recitative  and  familiar  nrasical  declamar 
tion  'ivonid  in  tbeir  languages  be  'unendnrable. 
The  reader  shall  convince  himself,  liow  the  ex- 
quisite parZando  is  transformed  under  tbe  lame 
and  impotent  attempts  of  a  translator.  Take 
tbeToIlowlng  from  I/eporello's  "  Catalogue  Song ' 
in  soon-Juan^ 

1^  -^"^ 
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ci-na  la,pic-ci-na  la  pic-cina  lapic --ci    -    na. 
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It  is  clear   that  the  thought  of  the  composer 
would   merely   express  the  word  piccina,  which 
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sounds  as  gracefU  as  rE  is  irreplaceable,  since  ft 
denotes  the  thing  as  it  is,  with  whicJi  everything 
in  the  mnsic  harmonizes,  both  the  short  broken 
tattle  of  the  voice-part,  and  the  aaucy  grace  of 
the  little  orchestrarl  figsre  J  for  you  plainly  hear 
that  the  violin  in  its  way  also  says  r  la  piccina  ! — 
la  jnecma  t  Bail  how  wilt  any  one  translate  la 
piccina,  la  piccina,  la  piccina,  la  piccina  1  Will 
you  say  :  "  and  the  small  one,"  or  "  bnt  the  small 
one  ?  "  Tliat  would  sound  very  badly.  Bat  soHi-e- 
thing  had  to  be  given  for  It,  and  so'  the  German 
or  English  translator  helped  hisiself  ourt  ia  the 
least  awkward  way  he  could. 

ITiis  example,  like  a  thousand  others-,  proves 
that  there  are  cases,  rn  which  the  mnsic  and  the 
words  make  one,  and  if  yeu  take  fi-way  the  eu- 
phonious, chai'scteristie  and  imitative  word,  to 
which  the  composer  has  fitted  tie  EMsic,  it  is  as 
much  as  to  destroy  the  latter. 

M&ZAKT,  who  understood  this  matfer,  in  the 
Italian  librettos,  which  he  had  to  compose,  made 
no'  alterations  in  the  words  of  the  opera  ovffa. 
He  saw  perfectly,  that  what  was  faulty  is-  tragic 
composition  (we  mean  the  forms  and  taste  pecu- 
liar to  the  cofmtry)  was  necessary  m  a  kind  based 
Bpon  the  Italian  nationality,  whose  chief  merit 
consists  in  reproducing  the  most  original  traits  c-f 
that  nationality  in  the  drollest  manner. 

The  opera  Imffa  cannot  be  coispaTed  with  tie 
French  comic  opera.  Although  the  names  are 
alike,  the-  things  themselves  are  opposite.  The 
comic  opera  confers  the  most  imqnestionable 
glory  on  the  musical  France  of  our  century.  It 
is  so  graceful  that  it  gives  equal  satisfaction  to 
literati  and  mtisiciains ',  and  all  the  masters,  who 
Lave  made  this  kind  famous,  oi-  who'  have  been 
made  famous  by  it,  are  Frenchmen  :  MEntTL, 
d'Alatbac,  Isouaes,  BoiELMEtr  and  Aubek. 
Their  operas  are  more  or  less  ingenious  or  intel- 
lectual comedies ;  the  music  is  national,  and  for 
both  these  reasons  one  runs  no  risk  of  confound- 
ing them  with  the  Italian  pieces  and  scores. 
Works  like  11  Malrimonio  segrcto,  II  Tiirco  in 
Italia,  L'llaliana  in  Algeri,  can  entertain  and 
interest  the  lov'ers  cf  mnsic  even  withotit  words. 
But  the  French  pieces  would  lose  too  mach  under 
these  circimisJances ;  on  the  other  hand  the  comic 
opera  is  infinitely  more  easy  to  translate  than  She 
opera,  hnffa,  and  is  easier  to  play  or  to  sing  in  a 
translation.  There  is  no  great  difficulty  in  trans- 
lating a  French  or  German  test  into  another 
language,  at  least  so  far  as  it  is  impcrtanf  for  the 
music. 

After  the  survey  which  we  have  taken  of  the 
fonrth  epoch  of  musical  art,  that  namely  of  the 
development  of  Melodj'  in  theatrical  composition, 
there  yet  remains  one  remark  to  the  completion 
of  otir  cBrsory  accotmt.  Here  also  Art  went  on 
as  in  the  epochs  that  preceded,  following  a  course, 
which,  in  spite  of  its  manifest  departure  from  the 
troe  course,  was  prescribed  to  it  by  the  natural 
and  logical  succession  of  its  steps  of  prcwress. 
We  have  seen  Counterpoint  grow  np  in  the  lapse 
of  two  centuries,  and  as  it  became  more  perfect, 
still  became  more  irreconcileable  with  its  original 
destination.  In  no  other  way  could  Melody  de- 
velop itself  arid  put  forth  such  shining  blossoms, 
but  by  producing  superabundant  foliage,  which 
soon  covered  up  the  ground  consecrated  to  its 
culture,  namely  the  dramatic  stage,  which  it 
should  have  embellished  and  not  have  masked. 
But  it  could  not  have  proceeded  otherwise.  If 
the  contrapuntists  of  the  fifteenth  and  the  melo- 


dists of  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  century 
had  thought  much  about  the  application  of  their 
Art,  the  former  to'  church  masre  and  the  latter  to 
the  theatre,  this  preconceived  intention  would 
have  withdrawn  tlkm  from  the  proWera,  to  wiViefe 
the  most  pressing  necessities  of  their  time  called 
them,  Wit?i'  tiie  materials  at  their  disposal,  ihitj 
were  poorly  qualified  to  famis-h  edi&ation  in  the 
church,  or  to  express  the  passions  po-werfully 
upon  the  stage.  First  of  alt  they  had  to  begin- 
with  conquering  materials  in  sufficient  quantity, 
with  perfecting  the  elements  of  the  Art,  enricfr- 
ing  it  with  nev/  forms  and  combinations,  and  fash- 
ioning them  to-  such  a  point  of  calture,  tha-t  tbey 
should  be  fit  for  use.  This  was  and  had  to  be  the 
problem  of  the  old  contrapuntists  and  melodists. 
The  application  fell  to  the  lot  of  then-  sat;c8SS0i'S-. 
The-  labors  of  our  forefathers  were  necessary,  baS 
they  were  only  preparatory  and  had  to-  fall  away 
bsfbre  tie  fi'nal  resufes,  is  tP.e  scaffolding  before 
the  completed  monument,  which  it  had  helped  tsy 
build.  After  the  Flemish  school  tad  fulfilled  its 
destiny,  in  producing  Falesteina,  it  died  ;  after 
the  old  Italian  Melody  had  given  birth  to  tUE* 
whose-  germ  it  bore  -tvithin  Itself,  Gluck  and 
Mozart,  It  foFlo-iTed  the -old| Belgian  Counte-r- 
point  into  the  grave.  We  might  say  here,  per- 
haps, tiaS_*t_v;aB''gai'hered  to§its  fathers,  in  so  fay- 
as  Melody  descended  in  a  direct  line  from  Coun- 
tei-'point. — But  leS^iss  Etisuse  nc  rhetorical  figuresi 
All  things  change,  but  nothing  in  the  world  ever 
dies.  So  far  from  dyi.ig,  the  mslsdj  of  the 
eighteenth  century  rather  became  regenerated. 
The  schooJ-s  of  Ital)'-,  especially  that  of  Naples, 
had  created  a  moltitBde  ^  vocal  forsas  or  tarns, 
which',  sooTi  becoming  the  common  property  of 
the  Art,  with  some  aiodiScations  iatrodaced  by 
differences  of  national  taste,  still  remain  the  basia 
of  oar  operatic  song;  as,  accordds-g  to  the  re- 
mark of  Kiesewetter,  the  most  modern  music 
generally  remaius  always  Heapo-litasi  music. 
Less  iappy  tifrns,  superfluous  phrases,  termina- 
tions which  soon  grew  antiquated,  common-places 
used  with  the  meet  laviA  abandaace,  In;  a  word 
rootiBe  mingled  itself  more  or  less  with  sacb 
great  nches.  It  had  to  be  left  to  time  and  genitis, 
to  separate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff.  Glucb 
began  this  work  ©f  puriScatioa,  bat  periiapa  he 
went  too  far  in  the  designs,  to  which  he  sa-bjecte^ 
dramatic  melody.  Tills  was  destined  first  to 
shine  out  in  al5  its  majesty,  and  freed  from  all 
foreign  ingredients,  in  the  scores  of  tKe  universal 
reformer  of  the  Art. 


Sontag  and  Jensy  Lind  Compared, 

BT  C.  BASSIHI. 

Sontag  tras  almost  at  the  end  of  her  career 
when  Jenny  Lind  was  at  the  height  of  her  glory. 
These  two  celebrated  singers  were  alike  gifted 
v/ith  fine  soprano  voices,  and  both  were  born  in  a 
classic  land  of  3j>ng.  Sontag  was  also  the  imme- 
diate successor  of  Jenny  Lind  in  this  land  of  en- 
thusiasm for  all  that  is  new  and  great. 

Kot  belonging  to  the  former  generation  of  her 
admirers,  (for  Sontag  combined  the  homage  of 
two  generations,)  wc  must  pronoimce  upon  her 
from  what  she  was  when  we  heard  her  in  18o2. 
Everybody  knows  that  in  1825  she  was  the  great- 
est singer  of  her  time,  and  that  Malibran  herself 
strove  with  her  for  the  palm  of  song  ;  and  not 
always  -with  victory. 

SONTAG. 

Voice. — Sontag  had  preserved  her  voice  very 
well ;  it  had  lost  something  of  its  oriifinal  fulness. 


but  was  eqnal,  In  its  entire  exfenslou,  amd  hezcs- 
tifully  and'.legitimately  developed. 

Coinpass  and  Registsi: — A  soprano,  the  medlnm 
and  head  tones  were  frfl  and  brilliant,  whilst  her 
chest  tones  were-  very  weak.  We  n-ever  heard' 
her  go-  higher  in  the  j'atter  register  than  E,  always 
taking  the  meilfum  vsice  above  this,  even  i» 
ascending  gamut. 

Tone-Slraie. — An  e-xccTIent  afnd  admira?)ly  fsfT 
tsne-strske  f  from  which  It  was  easy  to  perceive, 
tha;t  her  musical  edu-cafion  was  remarkably  fin- 
ished', a-nd  tha-t  she  was  perfect  Hiistress  of  the 
play  of  the  glottis. 

Messa  di  Voce,  or  proptthisn  c-f  Tone. — Tc 
'  '^cbtaln  perfect  accsracy  m  the  -ntesifa  di  voce,  alt 
deper.-ds  apon  the  manner  of  attacking  tl>e  tone. 
It  must  bs  accomplished  with  a  perfect  glottis 
slrolce.  Then,  and  then  only,  the  tone  comes- 
foi'tb  trrse  and  pure,  withoaf  any  visfole  effort  oh 
the  part  of  the  lunffs  and  v?ith  all  necessary  ec-oa- 
cmy  of  breath.  Madaae  Sontag  was  perfect  oa 
this  pCTRli. 

Vocah'zalion. — Tn  vocalization  sha  -was  Iti  tratR 
most  admirable — asrln  cur  day,  but  fev/  are  tsoght 
to-  bs.-  Ba-  sisgcr  was  ever  superior  t»  her  in  ths 
art  ef  vocalizing  -^  not  even  Ifemoreau  Cinti ;:  none 
ever  possessed  a  more  inimitable  lightness,  strength 
and  precistoiv.  Tims,  wtrich  lays  a  heavy  hanS 
on  sB  ehin-gs,  ha-d  not  spared  even  tKs  fair  song- 
Etress,  bat  had  loosed  some  of  the-  chords  tfrat  (Hs- 
cocrsed  sa<.-h  sweet '  mssxc.  Sontag  no  longer 
vocalized  -with  (ihe  same  facility  sn  the  vowel  ah, 
as  e-n  c,  s  i!  Her  trlM  -was  true  snd  clear,  bu5 
not  well  defiined. 

Tfmi  Flatitati,  (or  SeJio-  Setmds.) — Sontag 
made  frequent  and  J^udicious  use  ef  these  embel- 
lishments, nov/,  unfortunately,  so  m-ach  neglected- 

ycrte-Picm^,  iWezzo^Pfcms;  Mezza-  Voce. — Ths 
/ffrts  was  always  the  result  of  great  effort  on  the 
part  ef  Madame  Sontag,  as  coald  be  seen  by  the 
diagonal  position  of  n«r  mouth  when  attesaptiis^ 
it  j  whilst  the  piano-  vfas  always  v/eit  dton-e,  and 
produced  a  i>He  effect,  A  psint  in  which  she 
escellgd,  however,  -was  the  tnezzo^pmn o.  She 
never  made  use  of  the  mezza-'mce.  The  difference 
between  these  two  is,  that  the  mezzo^piano  is  sang 
■with-  fsill  volume  cf  tone  but  with  less  intensity  ; 
vdiUst  the  mezza-vsce  is  sisng  with  tess  volsme, 
but  with  fall  intensity. 

Tim-bres,  Clear  ofnd  Sombre. — The  distlnctlsm- 
between  the  various  timbres  bad  become  nearly 
nndistjn-gvjisliable  with  Msie.  &ootag  ;■  and  the 
elecn-  voice  predominated  entirely.  &he  sojae- 
tiaies  attempted  the  so^rtbre,  \mi  seldom  with  ad- 
vantage. ' 

Phrasing.—  A  coBspIete  aind  irreproacbable 
mechanism  Is  necessary  in,  order  to  phrase  well  ; 
and  thsrelb-re  Mme.  Sontag  was  possessed  of  the 
material  necessary  for  perfect  phrasing  j  but,  as 
ander  t¥vs  bead  we  inchide  net  only  forte-pianO', 
ornament  and  expression,  bot  also  prouBnciatien, 
Pdme.  Sontag  was  faulty  in  this  partictrlar ;  she 
did  net  pronounce  distinctly,  and  was  not  mistress 
of  her  respiration,  which  faolts  were  fa-rgiven  her 
om  accoivnt  of  her  superiority  as  an  artist,  and  the 
eminent  degree  to  which  she  possessed  the  other 
three  departments  in  phrasing. 

An  Artist. — Is-Ime.  trontag  was  an  artist  in  the 
highest  sense.  Everything  in  her  singing  was 
artistically  calcclatetl ;  her  cadence,  her  ornament, 
her  Ejclodieg — all  were  the  result  of  thorough  and 
artistic  musical  knowledge,  particularly  of  the  art 
of  singing. 

Passinn:  Poetry. — If  now  we  attempt  to  speak 
of  the  highest  attainment  in  the  art  cf  singing—- 
and  in  sejirching  for  this  secret  we  descend,  as  we 
mast,  into  the  heart  of  the  singer,  we  shall  find  a 
blemish.  Passion  and  poetic  feeling  arc  indis- 
pensable gifts  to  perfection  in  the  art  of  singing, 
and  more  particularly  in  dramatic  song.  Here, 
then,  we  discover  the  weak  point  of  this  great 
singer.  Mme.  Sontag  was  not  -wanting  in  good 
taste,  or  in  e-^pression  ;  but  she  lacked  the  warmth 
cf  passion  and  the  elevation  of  poetry.  Her  soul 
remained  cold  and  unmoved.  Her  feeling  seemed 
the  effect  of  art  and  study  and  external  incen- 
tives; but  passion  slept  within  her,  nor  came  at 
the  call  of  her  voice.  It  was,  if  I  may  be  e.-icused 
the  word,  the  coquctrj-  of  feeling  ;  but  a  cofiuetry 
in   perfect   taste — a   most   aristocratic   coquetry, 
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tliat  never  saissed  ite  aim,  tlifA  pleased  creiy  <5iie, 
and  passed  with  m&ay  for  t5ie  trae  passiGU  an<i 
jK3etr5'  -el'the  souL 

JEKNT  LISTS. 

J'enny  Lind  I  tlisiik  myself  forhina-te  for  liav'mg 
:?c«H  Riid  h«ard  in  Lsadoa,  in  tii-e  eoiiitii  of  hev 
giory. 

^^cice. — ^Jenny  Liu-d  possesses  x  voice  fvi^%  ■ricli 
awl  sjj-Hqsatbetiu  m  toP.e,  o<Yi!al  tliTOugliout  its  ■en- 
tire -exteiisien,  and  toleraJily  well  ctevekped. 

Osmpass  -ffi/nf  Retfis'fei: — A  sopraai-a,  her  chest 
■notes  are  €3;ceileiit  acd  exte'Hd  with  ease  to  G- 
The  ntediwia  notes  ava  of  a  tolerafely  g<?od  qoalitj', 
■bat  w^at  feetew  G,  v/Uifet  t-lie  bead  t<srtes  ea,rry 
olFtlie  pahn  froiaj  tlte  tw<s  ■otfaer  i«gist«?s  ia  f«liaess  j 
ajjd  pi«-it}'. 

Tsne-Mmhe. — This  <rreat  desideratum  in  sinjpng 
is.onet3f  the  beauties -Gf  Jenny  Lind.  She  invari- 
ably strikes  tite  t-one  v/ith  tbe  trae  strete  cf  t5ie 
^iettis,  whici  gives  parity  swid  fulness  to  faer 
\'«iee- 

Ihssn  <!i  Voce. — Deing  pei-feet  mistress  ■af  tiie 
stroke  -ai  the  glottis,  siie  •ev-er  performs  tikis  aecerd- 
JBg  to  perfect  rules  ef  art 

Vf>cs,rt::ali(iin :  {triK,  etc.) — VoealiEatimi  is  net 
perfect  ■E-ith  -Jenny  Liffid,  Th&ugii  KOt  faulty  in 
the  meeliajiisiiof  voeahsing,  site  sitas  against  g-eod 
taste.  She  frequ-etitly  employs  passage  entirely 
■opposed  to  tte  cljaract'Sr  of  tte  mu^t,  a-nd  not  ia 
keeping  with  tlie  sentimeiBt  of  the  melody :  as  in 
the  air  from  Sti'mnnmbni-a^  whei^  ska  makes  two 
cha-Rges,  in  oe-der  to  introduce  F.ew  passages  i  and 
each  tie'se  with  "v-ery  bad  atsd  false  efiects.  Her 
desceBd'ing  chivsHiatie  scales  are  irreproachable, 
a-nd  her  triU  w-eli  defined  and  trii«. 

Tom  Flaalali  (3cho  Sewnds.) — The  «98  of 
these  sauKds  lias  became  proverbial  witksnind; 
in  fact,  it  is  itot  sitnply  the  Jiaiutati  sosnds,  known 
as  s<5ch  in  the  ari  cf  singing,  that  she  ejnploys. 
For,  instead  of  savera!  consecutive  sounds,  one 
echoing  the  other  with  rapidity,  according  to  the 
osual  mode,  she  gives  them  at  intervals,  which  is 
far  from  being  t&e  same  thi'n!;.  But  Isor  voice, 
licr  throat,  asd  the  s-apjileness  of  her  pharynx, 
permit  her  to  make  those  magnificent  eclraes, 
which  in  part  e^-tablish  her  great  reputation. 

Forte-Piaiw,  Mezuo-Piano,  Mezza-Voce. — It  is 
particularly  in  tlie  fsrte  that  the  full  beauty  of 
this  magnificent  voice  is  to  be  discovered,  for 
here  it  is  never  at  fault,  and  always  in  its  full 
perfection.  She  is  not  skilful  in  the  wse  of  the 
mezze-picaio,  b«t  is  eminently  so  ia  the  mezza- 
voce,  v,'hich  she  employs  verj-  often. 

Clear  atid  Siimltre  Timbre. — The  two  timbres 
are  very  well  defined.  Jenny  Lind  attains  very 
fine  effect  in  the  use  of  the  Minbre  voice. 

Phrasing. — It  were  easy  for  any  one  who  has  had 
the  opiKirtunity  of  listening  to  great  singers,  to 
decide  that  Jenny  Lind  cannot  musically  create — 
so  to  speak.  Intelligence  and  a  beautiful  voice 
were  the  gifts  of  God  to  her:  but  the  sacred  (ire 
that  creates,  and  the  severe  study  that  takes  the 
place,  in  a  measure,  of  this  inborn  genius,  are  in 
neither  case  possessed  by  her.  And  in  her  singing, 
one  can  recognize  the  hand  of  every  body.  She 
lacks  unity.  There  does  not  reign  throughout  her 
style  a  principle,  a  school,  rigid  in  its  laws  as  truth 
itself.  For  example,  she  sings  divinely  the  Air  de 
Campo  de  Silesia,  by  Meyerbeer ;  but  she  sings  and 
phrases  only  tolerably  Casta  Diva,  by  Bellini. 
In  the  art  of  phrasing  is  included  embeUishment; 
and  Jenny  Lind  introduces  these  often  without 
distinction ;  violating  both  the  rules  of  art  and  of 
sentiment. 

As  Artist. — Jenny  Lind,"  despite  her  Northern 
nature,  is  an  artiste;  and  if  it  be  denied,  that  she 
is  one  by  science,  it  cannot  be  said  that  she  is  not 
one  by  nature. 

Passion — Poetry. — Jenny  Lind,  without  pos- 
sessing these  in  the  highest  degree,  lacks  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other;  for  we  have  seen  her  moved 
to  the  very  soul  by  the  passion  of  her  song ;  and 
often  the  tone  that  thrilled  through  the  listener 
took  its  vibration  from  the  movement  of  her  owu 
heart,  stirred  by  the  waves  of  passionate  and  poetic 
feeling.  It  is  thus  that  I  judge  Jenny  Lind.  She 
is  now  losing  much  of  the  fulness  of  tone,  which 
was  the  great  beauty  of  her  voice.  A  Vienna 
correspondent  of  the  last  number  of  the  i^/'OHce 
Musicale  also  announces  the  same  thing. 


Nothing  now  remains  bntto  draw  a  definite  com- 
parison between  th-ese  two  celebriti-es';  and  I  would 
say,  tiiat  in  artistic  accomplishments,  vecaKzatmn, 
phrasinfi,  tmhelUshnieuL,  Sontag  was  vastly  tl>3 
superior  of  Jenny  Lind — v/hile  in  nalural  gifts,  as 
voice,  passion^  .ipontaneo'usness,  Jenny  Lind  stood 
in  advance  of  Sontag. 

I  Ivore  Jiadgc  thetn  as  singers  o-nly.  If  we  s^Kafc 
■of  tliem  as  actresses,  Jenny  Lind  was  far  amferior 
t.0  Hesrietta  Sontag- — Musical  Times. 


A  Magic  Concert 

FEOK    BPEK3ER. 

Efts(fOTies  t'rtay  bsavd  a  most  raelodimts  strenfi 

Of  a31  that  laota  delight  a  dainty -ear, 
Siich  -as,  at  oiioe,  might  not,  on  living  ground, 

Sa-TO  in  tliis  paradise,  ire  licard  df^ewbere: 
Kight  hard  it  was,  fcr  wight  w'nicli  did  it  liear. 

To  Kad  wliat  ri-jamier  masick  ttat  mobs  be^ 
For  all  tiiat  pkasiiig  is  to  living  ear. 

Was  thcK  consoTted  iii  one  harmony; 
Birds,  voices,  iiistruKsents,  wind,  waters,  all  agree. 

T3»e  joyous  birds,  shrouded  in  clieei-tXil  siiade, 

TbeiT  notes  unto  the  voice  atterojiered  sweet; 
Th''  angelic,  soft,  trembling  voices  made 

T'O  th'  instraments  divine  respondence  nreet; 
The  silver-sounding  ir.stranients  did  meet 

With  the  base  miimrar  of  the  waters'  fall; 
The  watsrs'  fall,  v.'ith  difference  disci'eet, 

Kow  soft,  now  loud,  unto  tlie  wind  did  call; 
The  gentle,  waiiSaling  wind  low  answered  to  all. 


SigBor  Pozzoiini. 
From  a  memoir  of  Signor  Pozzoiini,  publislied 
on  his  arrival  here,  we  extract  the  following  inter- 
esting particulars  of  his  career; 

Signor  Pozzoiini  was  born  at  Florence,  in  the 
year  1824.  Beiivg  intended  for  a  liberal  pro- 
fession, he  entered  a  college  in  that  city,  pursuing 
the  study  of  Philosophy,  Mathematics,  and  the 
"  Belles  Lettres,"  until  he  arrived  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  when  he  prepared  to  remove  to  the 
University  of  Pisa,  to  continue  his  studies,  partic- 
ularly that  of  Medicine,  for  which  Signor  Pozzo- 
iini had  evinced  a  strong  inclination. 

How  true  it  is  that  chance,  with  but  few  ex- 
ceptions, dictates  the  choice  of  a  profession.  We 
can  scarcely  take  up  any  biographj'  without  dis- 
covering that  the  subject  of  the  memoir  had  re- 
signed the  profession  for  which  he  was  originally 
intended,  and  adopted  some  other  more  conso- 
nant with  his  feelings,  which  "chance"  rather 
than  design  threw  in  his  way,  whilst  in  our  own 
every-day  experience  we  are  constantly  meeting 
with  similar  instances,  of  a  total  change  in  the 
views  of  those  just  entering  on  a  life  of  the  busy 
world.  Thus  it  was  with  Signor  Pozzoiini; 
"  chance  "  converted  the  quiet  scholar  and  ardent 
student  of  medicine,  into  an  equally  ardent  lyric 
artist  Young  Pozzoiini,  like  all  educated  Ital- 
ians, was  a  frequent  attendant  at  the  opera,  where, 
hearing  the  works  of  the  great  masters,  he  imbibed 
a  refined  taste  for  music.  At  this  time  the  cele- 
brated Italian  tenor  Moriani,  was  the  operatic 
star,  and  numbered  among  his  greatest  admirers 
our  J'oung  student,  who  beguiled  his  leisure  hours 
by  singing  over  for  his  own  amusement  the  choice 
morceaux  of  his  favorite  artist.  On  one  of  these 
occasions  he  was  (unconsciously  to  hmiself)  heard 
by  a  celebrated  musical  professor,  who,  stuck  with 
his  naturally  fine,  though  uncultivated  voice,  at 
once  advised  him  to  resign  medicine  and  mathe- 
matics, and  without  delay  commence  the  study  of 
music.  Fortunately  young  Pozzoiini  listened 
attentively  to  the  proffered  friendly  advice;  the 
chord  of  sympathy  in  his  breast  was  struck,  and 
from  that  hour  the  tenor  of  the  student's  life  was 
changed,  "sweet  sounds"  took  the  place  of  hard 
words  and  dry  details,  and  he  became  as  ardent 
a  devotee  of  Apollo  as  ever  he  had  been  of  Es- 
culapius. 

Pozzoiini  became  a  pupil  of  the  Conservatoire 
at  Florence,  where  he  had  the  advantage  of  study- 
ing under  its  celebrated  director,  Gherini.  In 
the  course  of  two  years  he  had  attained  such  pro- 


ficiency that  his  debut  was  determined  on  without 
further  delay.  Donizetti's  chai-ming opera  L'Eli- 
dr  fTAmore\i&s  selected  for  tlie  occasion.  Pozzo- 
lini's  success  was  complete.  Both  liis  .singing  ?,n<l 
acting  were  the  theme  of  general  admiration. 
After  tliis  highly  fjattering  reception  lie  was  en- 
gaged at  Rome,  whore  lie  appeared  in  Eo'.?sini's 
opera  of  Italieine,  in.  AJgerl,  in  wWch  he,  achieved 
a  new  triumph.  The  Roman  diletrtanti  were  de- 
liglited  with  Ills  singing;  each  aria  and  scena  v.'as 
rewarded  vnth  a  double  ericare,  a  high  mark  of 
favor  to  be  bestowed  by  tlsat  most  critical  au- 
dience. 

From  Rome  Pozzoiini  travelled  tlirongh  Italy, 
visitini'  in  succession  the  great  operatic  cities  of 
Milan^  Venice,  Turin,  Genoa,  Naples,  &c.,  in 
company  with  the  prima  donnas  Tadolini  and 
Frezzolhu,  with  whom  tlie  young  tenor  earned 
fresh  laurels.  Thus  be  coritinmed  purstsing  his 
professional  career  until  the  commencement  of 
the  memoraVie  year  IS-^IS,  when  the  whole  Euro- 
pean continent  was  shaken  by  reveliitions,  and 
monarchies  tottered  in  every  direction.  The 
struggle  for  liberty.  ha<i  cemmenced,  and  that 
wonllSred  Pozzoiini;  he  at  once  -entered  himself 
as  a  volunteer,  marching  ander  the  Tuscan  flag, 
and  tlie  command  -of  General  d«  Loger,  to  the 
sie^e  of  Mantua,  wliere  'he  "fought  tlie  good 
figiit"  in  company  with  t'ne  Piedmxsnt^ese  mon- 
arch Charles  Albert. 

After  tlie  defeat  of  his  noble  corps,  wlilck  gen- 
erously sacrificed  itself  to  cover  tlie  retreat  of 
the  Piedmontcse  army,  lie  returned  sorrowfully 
homewards,  his  heart  achi-ng  fer  his  bleeding 
couKtrj',  which  he  now  determined  en  quitting 
forever,  gladly  aeeeptiisg  an  engagement  at  the 
theatre  of  Copenhagen-  Thence  he  travelled 
into  Russia,  and  was"  engaged  for  the  winter  at 
the  Imperial  Theatre  in"  Moscow,  where  his  st',c- 
cess  was  so  great  that  it  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  directors  of  the  Royal  Opera  of  St.  Peters- 
bura,  who  at  once  proffered  him  an  engagement. 
Here,  too,  he  found  equal  favor  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Emperor,  the  Court  and  the  public,_  although 
he  had  to  sin;:  in  company  with  such  disSriguished 
artists  as  Mesdari\es  Grlsi,  P-ersiami,  Signcri  Tam- 
burini,  Ronconi,  &c. 

On  the  termination  of  his  St.  Petersburg  en- 
eagemcnt,  Signor  Pozzoiini  visited  Berlin,  Dres- 
den, Leipsie.'&c.,  and  he  sang  in  all  the  great 
cities  of  Germany  with  Persiani,  Tamburini,  and 
Rossi.  It  was  immediately  subsequent  to  his  suc- 
cessful appearances  in  BerKu  and  Dresden  that 
Madame  Sontag's  attention  was  directed  to  the 
young  and  promising  tenor  singer.  She  was  theii 
on  the  eve  of  making  arrangements  to  visit 
America,  and  being  pleased  with  his  voice  and 
style  of  singing,  she  felt  a  desire  to  include  hiin 
among  her  professional  assistants;  but  he  was  al- 
readyenoaged  for  a  winter  season  in  Paris,  and 
a  spring'^one  in  Vienna.  Pozzoiini,  however, 
who  had  traversed  Europe  from  end  to  end, 
longed  to  see  that  new  and  other  world  of  which 
he  had  heard  and  read,  aad  when  definite  offers 
of  encouragement  were  made  to  him  to  accom- 
jiany  so  ren'owned  an  artiste  as  Madame  Sontag 
on  her  visit,  he  at  once  decided  on  accepting 
them,,  and  fortunately  was  able  to  obtain  a 
release  from  the  engagements  he  had  previously 

made. 

Signor  Pozzoiini  was  but  moderately  success- 
ful on  his  fii-st  appearance  before  an  American 
audience,  but  in  the  last  season  he  distinguished 
himself,  and  when  he  departed  for  Mexico  was 
an  unquestionable  favorite.  His  melancholy 
death  will  be  regretted  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
He  was  a  superior  man  in  every  intellectual  and 
moral  sense.  Society  as  well  as  Art  will  mourn 
his  untimely  end. 


How  TO  MAKE  Deaf  Persons  Hbae  the 
Pianoforte — The  instrument  should  be  opened, 
and  a  rod  of  deal  wood  provided  about  half  an 
inch  thick,  three  quarters  wide,  and  long  enough 
to  reach  from  the  bridge  of  the  sounding  board  to 
the  moutli  of  the  deaf  person.  If  one  end  of  this 
rod  be  made  to  rest  firmly  on  the  bridge,  and  the 
other  end  be  held  between  the  teeth,  the  softest 
sounds  will  be  distinctly  communicated. — Musical 
Transcript.  1  r 
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The  Green  Eoom  of  the  Opera. 

The  third  volume  of  the  Memoires  d'un  Bour- 
geois de  Paris,  by  the  Doctor  Veron,  have  been 
recently  published  in  Paris.  This  Doctoi'  Vcron 
is  a  queer  specimen  of  the  modern  Frenchman  ; 
a  Jack  of  all  trades,  and  it  would  seem,  contrary 
to  the  old  adage,  a  master  of  tbetn  all.  By  turns 
he  has  been  a  doctor  of  medicine,  a  Parisian 
litterateur,  editor  of  an  influential  political  jour- 
nal, director  of  the  Italian  opera,  and  now  appears 
before  the  public  as  the  autobiograpfeer  of  his 
various  career.  In  the  present  volume  he  gives 
the  history  of  his  directorship  of  the  Opera  of 
Paris,  giving  a  good  many  details  of  matters  be- 
hind the  scenes,  of  more  or  loss- interest  to  outside 
barbarians,  and  many  anecdotes  of  the  various 
celebrities  in  the  musical'  world,  with  whom, 
during  that  time,  he  had  to  do.  We  translate 
Jars'  account  of  the  green-room  of  the-  singers  of 
the  opera : 

"  The  personnel  of  music  and'  that  of  the  dance 
are  kept  entirely  separate  in  the  theatre  of  the 
Opera.  These  two  populations  bave  each  their 
own  quarters,  and  nothing  can  be  more  unlike 
than  the  green-room  of  the  singers  and  the  green- 
room of  the  dancers.  I  will  introduce  the  reader 
into  these  two  green-rooms. 

"  The  green-room  of  the  singers,  to  which  you 
descend  by  a  staircase  situated  behind  the  theatre, 
is  very  spacious.  The  ceiling  and  the  panels  of 
this  ancient  saloon  of  the  hotel  Choiseul,  are  of 
white  and  gold.  In  the  centre  is  a  piano,  and  on 
either  side  of  the  piano  numerous  benches.  Here 
assemble  to  sing  the  artists  and  choristers,  who 
desire  to  be  heard,  in  the  hope  of  making  engage- 
ments. Here  too  it  is  that  the  artists  and  choruses 
begin  and  finish  the  musical  study  of  the  scores 
of  the  operas.  At  the  first  rehearsals  the  coin- 
poser  is  at  the  piano,  and  indicates  to  the  singing 
masters  and  to  the  principal  artists  the  diiferent 
movements  of  the  morceaux  d'ensemble.  Tlie 
principal  characters  study  separately,  with  the 
maestro,  the  airs,  the  duos  and  trios — all  that  they 
have  to  sing.  As  soon  as  one  act  is  deciphered, 
the  rehearsals  with  quartet  commence,  under  the 
direction  of  the  leader  of  the  orchestra ;  all  the 
stringed  instruments  of  the  orchestra,  the  violins,, 
altos,  violoncelli  and  contrabassi  come,  in  succes- 
sion, to  rehearse  tlie  accompaniment  in  quartet. 
As  soon  as  the  whole  composition  has  been  learned 
by  the  choruses  and  by  the  individuals,  they  com- 
mence the  general  rehearsals  in  the  orchestra. 
All  the  singers  rehearse  seated.  During  these 
two  or  three  rehearsals  with  orchestra,  errors  in 
the  copies  are  corrected.  The  study  of  an  opera 
is  terminated  by  new  rehearsals  with  quartet,  to 
which  is  now  added  a  piano  to  accompany  the 
recitative  ;  and  then  the  action  and  the  mixe  en 
scene  are  attended  to.  Then,  at  last,  with  full 
orchestra,  decorations,  lights  and  cgstumes.  All 
this  fatiguing  and  painful  study  dtmands  the  great- 
est firmness  on  the  part  of  the  conductor  of  the 
orchestra,  and  the  singing  masters.  Of  all  com- 
posers, M.  Meyerbeer  brings  to  rehearsals  the 
most  inflexible  severity,  to  the  great  advantage 
of  the  pcTforraance,  not  less  than  of  the  artists 
themselves. 

"  The  singers'  green-room  presents  a  calm  and 
tranquil  aspect.  The  ladies  of  the  chorus  are 
compelled  to  give  the  closest  attention  ;  there  is 
among  them  neither  luxurious  flurry  nor  noisy 
coquetry.  Most  of  them  go  to  the  green  room 
with   clogs   and    umbrellas,   and  in  my  time,  all 


were  signalized  by  the  greatest  exactness  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties  and  indefatigable  at- 
tention to  my  directions.  There  were  amon"' 
them  some  very  fine  voices,  and  even  some  artistes 
of  great  talent  employed  as  chorus  singers.  I 
will  mention  Mesdames  Bouvenne,  Baron,  Sevres, 
Proches,  among  many  others.  During  the  per- 
formances, when  not  upon  the  stage,  the  choris- 
ters have  no  green  room  where  they  can  all  as- 
semble, but  retire  into  their  dressing  rooms." 


Music. — Channing  says,  "I  am  no  musician  and 
want  a  good  ear;  and  yet  I  am  conscious  of  a 
power  in  music,  which  I  want  words  to  describe. 
It  touches  chords,  reaches  depths  in  the  sonl, 
which  lie  beyond  all  other  influences,  extends  my 
consciousness,  aud  has  sometimes  given  me  a 
pleasure  which  I  may  have  found  in  nothing  else. 
Nothing  in  my  e.'sperience  is  more  mysterious, 
more  inexplicable.  And  instinct  has  always  led 
men  to  transfer  it  to  Heaven,  and  I  suspect  the 
Christian  under  its  power,  has  often  attained  to  a 
singular  consciousness  of  his  immortality.  Facts 
of  this  nature  make  me  feel  what  an  infinite  mys- 
tery our  nature  is,  and  how  little  our  books  of 
science  reveal  it  to  us." 


Music  School  at  Cologne. 

[From  the  London  Musical  World,  June  24  ] 

The  Rheinische  Musik-Schule  was  founded  in 
1850,  and  is  under  the  able  and  intelligent 
direction  of  Ilerr  Ferdinand  Hiller.  Its  object  is 
to  provide  musical  students,  of  both  sexes,  with  a 
thorough  education  in  every  branch  of  the  art, 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  best  masters, 
and  at  an  unprecedentedly  small  cost.  The  course 
of  instruction  in  thus  divided  among  the  following 
professors  : — Practical  Composition,  Analysis  of 
Classical  Worls,  Instrumentation,  etc. — Herr 
Ferdinand  Hiller  (Director).  Organ — F.  Weber 
(Sub-director),  the  well-known  conductor  of  the 
Kolner  Miinnergesangverein.  Pianoforte-TierTen 
F.  Hartmann  and  M.  Pixis.  The  former  of  these 
is  highly  esteemed  for  his  skill  as  a  quartet  player. 
The  latter  is  one  of  the  noted  family  of  artists  who 
bear  the  name  of  Pixis.  Harmony  and  Cminter- 
poinl — Herr  F.  Derckum.  Singing — Herren  C. 
Reinthaler  and  E.  Kock.  The  former,  besides 
his  talents  as  professor,  is,a  composer  of  reputation. 
Declamation  and  Literature — Herr  R.  Benedix, 
the  well-known  dramatic  author. 

Instruction  is  also  given  on  all  kinds  of  wind 
instruments ;  and  the  institution  possesses  an  organ, 
as  well  as  an  extensive  library.  The  pupils  have 
constant  opportunities  of  taking  part  in  concerted 
muisc,  besides  playing  at  sight,  and  from  score. 
In  addition  to  the  instruction  they  obtain,  they  are 
allowed  an  entree  to  the  weekly  meetings  of  several 
musical  societies  in  the  town  for  the  practice  both 
of  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  in  whose 
performances  and  practice  meetings  they  are  at 
liberty  to  take  a  part,  when  sufficiently  advanced. 
To  all  the  concerts  given  in  Cologne  thej'  are  also 
accorded  the  privilege  of  a  free  admission. 

Pupils  are  received  in  April  and  Octoberin  each 
3'ear,  and  the  yearly  charge  made  for  each  is  £1S. 
It  seems  incredible  that  the  institution  can  maintain 
itself  at  so  small  a  charge;  but  the  mystery  is  solved, 
when  we  are  informed  that  its  chief  support  is 
derived  from  the  liberal  contributions  of  the 
burghers  of  Cologne,  who,  with  good  reason,  look 
upon  music  as  essential  to  the  well-being  of  the 
state.  Lodgings  for  the  pupils  are  provided  by 
the  directors  in  the  houses  of  respectable  families, 
.with  a  guarantee  that  the  yearly  expenditure  of 
each  need  not  exceed  £50,  or,  at  the  most,  £60. 
Living  is  remarkably  cheap  in  Cologne,  and  a 
closer  acquaintance  v/ith  it  proves  it  to  be  not  near 
such  a  "  stinking"  place  as  the  poets,  and  especially 
Coleridge,  have  represented  it. 

We  have  been  favoured  with  a  prospectus  of 
the  Rheinische  Musik-Schule,  and  have  good 
authority  for  stating  that  the  directors  carry  out 
the  task  they  have  undertaken  with  the  utmost 
zeal  and  efficiem;y."    Floreat  Colonia  ! 


Grieshach's  Oratorio  of  Daniel. 
A  new  oratorio  by  J.  H.  Griesbach,  has  been 
performed  at  Exeter  Hall  by  the  Harmonic  So- 
ciety.  It  is  entitled  "  Daniel,"  and  we  give 
below  a  sketch  of  the  pilot  and  characters,  which 
we  find  in  the  London  Netvs  of  July  1. 

The  subject  of  this  oratorio  is  precisely  the 
same  with  that  of  Handel's  BehJiazzar  and  Spobr'g 
Fall  of  Bahylim. 

An  etTective  overture,  consisting  of  a  grave 
movement,  followed  by  a  stormy  allegro,  intro- 
duces a  lamentation  of  the  captive  Hebrews,  a 
melancholy  strain,  with  an  interesting  accompa- 
niment of  violins  pizzicati  and  wind  instruments, 
Daniel  (a  bass  voice)  addresses  them  in  a  long 
recitative  and  air,  which,  notwithstanding  Formes' 
emphatic  declamation,  struck  tis  as  being  some- 
what heavy.  It  is  a  mistake  in  oratorio  writing 
to  have  many  long  speeches  in  recitative;  the 
vocal  inflections  that  can  be  used  in  them  are  not 
many,  and  when  often  repeated  their  effect  is 
monotonous.  The  chorus  of  the  Hebrews,  "  Praise 
be  to  him,"  is  a  choi-ale  of  plain  and  simple  har- 
mony'. Its  effect  was  graixl,  and  would  have 
been  grander,  had  not  the  voices  been  oi'er- 
powered  by  the  excessive  loudness  of  the  band 
and  the  oi^an.  The  first  part  ends  with  the 
entrance  of  the  Chaldean  night  guard  to  the 
sound  of  their  military  instruments,  who  disperse 
the  Hebrews  with  contumely.  The  second  part  is 
occupied  with  the  royal  banquet,  at  which  the 
king  sees  the  portentous  writing  on  the  wall.  It; 
is  introduced  by  a  festive  march,  opening  with 
drums  and  trumpets,  and  full  of  barbaric  pomp. 
The  chorus  of  courtiers,  in  which  there  is  an 
ingenious  fugato,  is  simple,  broad,  and  resonant, 
but  perhaps,  hardly  joyous  enough.  Belshazzar 
addresses  them  in  a  long  recitative  which  suffered 
from  rather  feeble  declamation,  and  an  air,  which 
is  very  pretty  but  perhaps  in  rather  too  faniitiar 
a  style.  A  great  Babylonian  monarch  must  be 
grand  and  lofty,  even  in  his  cups.  A  subsequent 
air,  in  which  the  King  asks  his  favorite  Queen  to 
sing  a  song,  is  very  beautiful,  and  is  embellished 
b}'  a  charming  obligato  accompaniment  on  the 
violoncello.  The  attempt  at  musical  painting,  to 
describe  the  terrors  inspired  by  the  mysterious 
handwriting  on  the  wall,  is  as  successful  as  such 
attempts  usually  are.  The  King  utters  agitated 
phrases  of  recitative,  accompanied  by  the  tremu- 
lous murmurs  and  broken  chords  of  the  orchestra. 
The  subsequent  air,  in  which  the  Queen  tries  to 
calm  his  terror,  is  very  sweet  and  pretty.  There 
is  afterwards  a  beautiful  duet  between  Nitocris, 
the  Queen-Mother,  and  Belshazzar,  which  is 
most  deliciously  accompanied  by  the  soft  wind 
instruments,  the  flute,  oboe  and  bassoon.  This, 
we  believe,  will  be  found  to  be  quite  a  gem. 
There  is  also  a  quartet,  "  Fateful  night,  trenwn- 
dous  hour,"  which  is  admirable,  both  in  the  melo- 
dies of  the  different  parts,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  blended.  The  third  part  is  occu- 
pied with  the  irruption  of  the  Persians  into  the 
city,  and  the  destruction  of  Belshazzar  and  his 
family.  The  libretto,  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
the  oratorios  of  Handel  and  Spohr,  contains  scenes 
of  battle,  tumult,  and  death,  which  could  be  repre- 
sented only  upon  the  stage  ;  the  music  consisting 
of  solilcKpiies,  dialogues  and  choruses.  The  work 
terminates  with  a  grand  triumplyil  chorus  of  the 
tlebrews,  closing  with  a  [lowerful  fugue. 

11  MS  if     JtljlTflalj. 
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Concerts — ^Tite  Musical.  Union. — Tlie  Inst  concert 
of  the  lOili  seuson  of  this  institution,  which  raight  be 
appropriately  entitled  the  Pliilharmonic  Society  for 
Chaniiber  Mnsic,  tsok  place  on  Tuesday,  at  Willis's 
Koonis,  in  f>resence  of  a  fashionable  and.  crowded  au- 
dience. The  prograuin-w  included  two  <^nartets — Haydn's 
in  G,  No.  81,  and  Mendelssohn's  in  D,  No.  5  (Op.  44) — 
both  fine  specimens  of  the  masters.  The  executants 
were  M.  Vieuxtemps,  Herr  Goffrie,  Mr.  Hill,  and-Signor 
Piatti. 

Besid-es  the  quartets,.  M.  Vicuxtem.ps  introduced  a  ca- 
price of  hi*  own  composition,  entitled  Les  Arpcges,  with 
accompaniments  for  violoncello  (Signer  Piutti),  and 
piano-forte   (Signor    Li    Calsi),   tlie    characteristics   of 
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■vvliich  mny  be  guessed  from  the  name.  This  was  a  mar- 
vellous display  of  execution,  in  which  tlie  most  extraor- 
dinary difficulties  were  mastered  witji  surprising  facility, 
the  breadth  of  stj^le,  justness  of  intonation,  and  grandeur 
of  tone  for  which  M.  Vieuxtemps  is  celebrated  being  pre- 
served throughout.  The  applause  was  enthusiastic. 
Beethoven's  "Moonlight  sonata"  (in  C  sharp  minor — 
one  of  the  Op.  27  set)  was  played  with  exquisite  feeling 
by  Wile.  Clauss,  who  never  shines  more  than  in  music 
where  ileep  sentiment  and  passionate  expression  are  de- 
manded. The  same  young  lady  also  added  to  the  at- 
tractions of  the  programme  a  nociurne  of  Chopin,  in  F 
sharp,  and  Liszt's  fantiisia  on  Lucia,  the  last  of  which, 
although  its  performance  was  beyond  reproach,  is  un- 
worthy of  her  talent. 

The  concerts  of  the  Musical  Union  have  been  more 
than  usually  successful  this  season,  and  Mr.  Ella,  their 
founder  and  conductor,  has  displayed  both  spirit  and  dis- 
cretion in  their  management.  His  exertions  have  been 
of  essential  benefit  to  the  art,  since  they  have  been  in- 
strumental in  promoting  a  taste  fur  the  highest  order  of 
music  among  the  aristocratic  and  wealthy  classes  of 
society.  Fifteen  years  ago  the  trios,  quartets  &c.,  of  the 
great  masters  were  only  to  be  heard  in  a  few  private  cir- 
cles, amateur  or  professional,  where  the  performers  (es- 
pecially amateurs)  thought  more  of  their  own  playing 
than  of  the  music.  At  present  the  ease  is  very  different, 
and  large  audience's  from  the  elite  of  society  meet  to- 
gether fifteen  times  in  the  course  of  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer seasons,  not  for  the  sake  of  exhibiting  their  own 
incapability  to  each  other,  but  to  listen  to  the  finest 
compositions  executed  by  the  mcst  accomplished  pro- 
fessional artists — and  to  listen,  moreover,  with  strict 
attrition  and  a  sincere  desire  to  appreciate. —  Times. 

Beside  these  the  Loudon  papers  give  us  programmes 
and  accounts  of  various  concerts  by  various  persons 
more  or  less  known  to  fame;  but  a  detail  of  them  would 
be  of  no  especial  interest  to  our  readers.  Among  them 
were  concerts  by  Sterndale  Bennett  (of  classical  cham- 
ber music);  by  Madame  Cornet,  assisted  by  her  pupils; 
Miss  Ursula  Barelay,  whom  the  News  calls  "  a  rising 
young  singer;  Signer  Puzzi,  "  the  popular  horn  player," 
who  had  his  annual  benefit.  The  English  papers  say, 
"  the  programme «'as  very  enticing,  and  in  the  miscella- 
neous concert  Mme.  Persiani's  name  .alone  was  a  tower 
of  strength.  Tills  celebrated  vocalist  shines  as  much  off 
the  stage  as  on  it.  She  is  yet  one  of  the  most  accom- 
plished vocalizers  of  the  day,  and  though  Time  has  laid 
his  hands  upon  her,  he  has  done  it  so  lightly  that  nothing 
short  of  determination  can  find  it  out.  Mme.  Persiani 
sang  the  favorite  cavatina,  "  Qui  la  voce,"  from  /  Puri- 
iani;  took  part  with  Miss  Louisa  Pyne  in  the  duet 
fmm  tha  Nozze  di  Figaro,  "SuU'aria;"  and  joined  Miss 
Louisa  Pyne  and  Mme.  Amadei  in  the  hackneyed  trio 
from  the  Malrimonio  Segrelo,  "  Le  faooio  un  inehino." 
The  fair  artist  surprised  her  hearers  by  such  daring  feats 
of  vocalisation  as  are  seldom  even  attempted  at  Drury- 
lane  and  not  often  accomplished  on  any  stage.  In  the 
cavatina  from  Puritnni,  she  was  applauded  to  the  skies, 
and  recalled  with  the  utmost  enthusiasm.  After  Mme. 
Persiani's  performance,  we  can  select  few  niorceaux 
which  are  eqtitled  to  special  considerations." 

Her  Majesty  gave  a  dinner  party  at  Buckingham 
Palace,  and  afterwards  a  concert.  The  following  was 
flie  programme : 

Overture  :  (Prometheus) Beethoven. 

Terzetto ;  '  Soave  pia  il  vento,'  Madame  Clara  Novello, 
Mademoiselle  Nathalie  Egchborn,  and  Signer  Bel- 
letti.  (Cosi  fan  Tutfci) Mozart. 

Aria :  '  lo  Fudia  ne'  euoi  bei  carmi,'  Mademoiselle  Na- 
thalie Eschborn,  (Torquato  Tasso) Donizetti. 

Romance  :  '  Le  Cheniin  du  Paradis,'  Sig.  Gardnni,  Blumenthal. 

Canzonet :   '  The  season  comes  when   first   we  met,' 

Madame  Clara  Novello, , Ilaydn. 

Terzetto :  '  Protcgga  il  giusto  cielo,'  Madame  Clara 
Novello,  Mademoiselle  Nathalie  Eschborn,  and 
Signer  Oardoni,  (11  Don  Giovanni) Mozart. 

Barcarola;  '  Sulla  poppa,'  Signer  Belletti,  (LaPrigione 

d'Ediniburgo) Ricci. 

Quartet :  '  Uu  di  se  beu  rammentomi,'  Madame  Clara 
Novello,  Mademoiselle  Nathalie  Eschborn,  Signer 

Gardoni  and  Signer  Belletti,  (Kigoletto) Verdi. 

Mrs.  Anderson  presided  at  the  Piano-forte. 

Other  people  of  less  note  also  gave  concerts,  among 
them  one  Miss  Binckes,  "a  3'oung  lady  of  versatile  tal- 
ent, a  pianiste  of  considerable  powers  of  execution,  and 
a  verj^  pleasing  and  expressive  singer.*' 

EoYAL  Italian  Opera. — Here  Lablache  is  engaged, 
and  Gnecco's  opera  Lii  Prova  d\m  Opera  Seria,  has 
been  revived,  of  which  the  Times  says  that  "  its  charms 
are  almost  defunct.  The  libretto  is  fade,  the  humor  is 
fade,  and  the  vmsic  isfade.^^ 

St.  Jabies'  Theatre— Opera  Cojiique, — Here  the 
French  Company  have  sung  Auber's  La  Siriine,  with 
Marie  Cabel  for  prima  donna  in  the  role  of  Zerlina,  of 
which  the  News  tells  us  :  "  The  part  of  Zerlina,  the  he- 


roine, is  merely  for  displ.ay.  It  cannot  be  called  a  char- 
acter; it  has  no  reality,  no  nature,  and  aft'ords  no  room 
for  good  acting.  All  that  the  performer  can  do  is  to  look 
pretty,  move  and  speak  with  grace  and  spirit,  and  sing 
brilliantly;  and  all  this  Mme.  Cabel  did  in  perfection. 
The  music  is  of  the  most  florid  kind,  and  a  good  deal  of 
it — the  distant  sounds  of  the  wandering  voice  among  the 
mountains — consists  of  fitful  and  capricious  divisions 
and  passages  of  execution,  vocalised  without  words. 
The  whole  of  her  pieces  are  in  a  similar  ornate  style, 
filled  with  roulades,  trills,  and  closes  at  the  top  of  the 
scale,  frequently  as  high  as  C  and  D  in  alt.  These 
things  tickle  the  ear  very  agreeably;  but  they  are,  after 
all,  but  the  froth  of  music  without  the  substance." 

Dmigljf  J3  Sniirniil  nf  Binsrr. 
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Music  in  Universities. 

In  an  unusual  dearth  of  musical  topics  on 
wliicli  to  discourse  to  our  readers,  we  are  re- 
minded, by  tlio  notice  in  our  last  number  of 
the  music  performed  at  the  Commencement 
exercises  at  Cambridge,  that  one  of  the  objects 
which  the  Harvard  Musical  Association  pro- 
posed to  itself  at  its  foundation,  as  one  way  of 
testifying  in  appropriate  form  its  gratitude  to 
Alma  Mater,  was  the  foundation,  at  some 
futiu'e  time,  of  a  Musical  Professorship.  AYe 
have  often  thought  of  this  project,  and  specu- 
lated whether  the  good  time  had  come  when 
this  plan  might  be  carried  into  effect ;  and  now 
let  us  try  the  efficacy  of  what  Punch  calls 
"thinking  aloud,"  and  see  what  may  come 
of  it. 

We  doubt  not  that  many  a  worthy  alumnus, 
whose  ideas  of  a  college  are  only  that  it  is  a 
place  where  one  shall  learn  Latin  and  Greek, 
and  the  Mathematics,  will  laugh  us  to  scorn, 
and  sniff  not  a  little  at  the  bare  idea  of  the 
giving  of  musical  instruction  in  such  a  classic 
retreat.  A  degree  of  Bachelor  or  Master  of 
Arts,  or  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  or  of  Laws,  he 
will  recognize  as  fit  and  proper — but  a  Bachelor 
— a  Doctor  of  Music  ! 

However,  it  is  no  new  thing.  Two  hundred 
years  before  our  University  was  founded,  John 
Hambois,  at  Oxford,  received  the  degree  of 
Doctor  in  Music,  and  from  that  time  to  this, 
(and  how  long  before  we  know  not,)  the  Eng- 
lish Universities  have  conferred  academical 
degrees  upon  students  in  Music,  to  whom  they 
have  afforded  opportunities  of  instruction,  and 
whom  they  have  raised  to  their  highest  honors, 
for  we  find  that  Thomas  Saintwix,  Doctor  in 
Music,  was  made  Master  of  King's  College. 
In  those  times  the  degrees  were  conferred  on 
such  candidates  as  had  passed  a  satisfactory 
examination,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  writings 
of  Boethiits  was  considered  a  sufficient  test  of 
their  learning.  At  a  later  date,  the  candidates 
for  the  bachelor's  degree  were  required,  instead 
of  this  examination,  to  produce,  after  devoting 
a  study  of  seven  years  to  their  faculty,  evidence 


of  the  fact,  and  to  compose  a  song  in  five  parts, 
and  have  the  same  performed  publicly.  The 
doctors  must  study  five  years  additional,  and 
compose  a  song  in  six  or  eight  parts,  and  per- 
form it,  "  tam  vocibus  quam  instruraentis  etiara 
musicis."  Such  were  the  requisitions  of  the 
statutes  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  but  what 
the  course  of  instruction  pursued  at  the  present 
day  may  be,  we  do  not  know,  and  have  not  the 
means  of  readily  ascertaining. 

Some  will  ask.  How  will  you  teach  music  in 
American  colleges  ?  AVhttt  would  you  teach  ? 
How  far  would  you  go  ?  These  questions  we 
ask  in  the  name  of  such  persons,  but  will  not 
answer,  hoping  that  the  suggestions  we  have 
made  may  strike  the  minds  of  some  who  may 
be  prepared  to  follow  out  our  hints ;  may  perhaps 
inspire  some  alumnus,  or  some  association  of 
alumni,  to  do  something  towards  the  endowing 
such  a  foundation ;  may  draw  out  the  best  plans 
on  which  the  labors  of  such  a  chair  should  be 
conducted. 

It  is  not  a  new  thing.  Music  has  been  suc- 
cessfully introduced  into  our  public  common 
schools,  with  the  approval  of  all.  Why  not 
then,  into  our  higher  seats  of  learning?  It 
has  been  done  already,  we  believe,  at  New 
Haven,  or  at  least  contemplated,  and  steps 
taken  towards  the  fulfilment  of  the  design,  in 
Yale  College  ;  and  perhaps  some  of  our  readers 
there,  or  our  friend  Willis,  who  should  know 
all  about  it,  may  give  that  information  concern- 
ins  the  matter,  which  we  cannot  at  this  moment 
obtain. 

Precisely  what  we  would  do,  or  how  exactly 
we  would  have  it  done,  we  are  not  now  pre- 
pared to  state.  A  system,  however,  could  be 
easily  devised,  which  should  be  useful,  practi- 
cal and  practicable.  We  would  not,  for  exam- 
ple, make  Boethius  a  required  study.  We 
would  have  a  system  adapted  to  the  times,  cir- 
cumstances and  place  in  which  we  live,  so  widely 
different  from  those  of  the  old  catechumen  in 
Boethius,  so  different  still  from  those  of  the 
students  in  the  English  and  German  universities 
of  the  present  day — a  system  adapted  to  the 
wants  and  position  of  the  older  student,  as  the 
rudimentary  instruction  imparted  in  our  com- 
mon schools  is  to  those  of  the  children  whom 
they  contain. 

As  to  the  means  of  doing  it,  we  are  reminded 
of  the  recent  bequest  of  a  lady  to  the  College, 
said  to  be  devoted  to  founding  "  a  professorship 
of  the  heart,"  about  which  the  journals  of  the 
day  have  made  themselves  quite  merry.  And 
it  occurs  to  us  that  the  Corporation  might  per- 
haps deviate  not  very  far  from  the  purposes  of 
the  founder,  in  turning  the  bequest  to  such  a 
purpose  as  we  have  indicated  in  this  article. 


The  Boston  Theatre  is  progTCSsing  rap- 
idly towards  completion.  A  broad  passage- 
way to  Washington  Street  has.  been  cut  through 
the  Melodeon,  and  is  intended  to  serve  a.s  an 
entrance  both  to  the  Theatre  and  to  the  Melo- 
deon, and  the  workmen  are  now  occupied  in 
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putting  up  a  front  of  brown  freestone  and  ii'on, 
on  Washington  Street.  The  arrangements  of 
the  interior  of  the  building  are  spacious,  elegant 
and  comfortable,  beyond  anything  that  we  have 
ever  had  in  this  city. 


Water-Music.  —  A  correspondent,  writing 
from  Wesselhoeft's  Water  Cure  establishment, 
informs  us  of  an  additional  attraction  to  that 
favorite  resort  of  invalids,  in  the  engagement 
of  four  persons  to  perform,  during  the  season, 
duos,  trios  and  quartets.  At  the  head  of  them 
is  RiHA,  of  the  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. 
"  Last  Saturday  was  the  first  concert  of  the 
season  ;  our .  programme  was  made  up  of  an 
excellent  variety.  Riha  played  '  Sounds  from 
Home,'  a  Concerto  from  De  Beriot,  and  a  duo 
with  violoncello."  What  more  can  invalids 
desire  than  such  good  music  in  such  a  delight- 
ful place  ? 


Kew  Publications. 

Sunny  Memories  of  Foreign  Lands.  By  Mrs. 
Hareiet  Beecher  Stowe.  Author  of  Uncle 
Tom's  Cabin,  &c.  In  two  volumes.  Boston  ; 
Phillips,  Sampson  &  Company. 

Because  Mrs.  Stowe  had  written  the  most  re- 
markable romance  of  our  time,  we  did  not  there- 
fore expect  her  to  write  the  most  remarkable  book 
of  travels;  or  imagine  that  the  author  of  "Uncle 
Tom"  could  succeed  better  than  a  hundred  others 
who  have  preceded  her  in  giving  new  views  of  the 
old  subject  of  foreign  travel,  or  in  imparting  a 
new  interest  to  the  scenes  visited  and  described  a 
thousand  times  before.  We  expected  nothing  of 
this,  so  we  are  not  disappointed.  But  if  Mrs. 
Stowe  has  done  nothing  of  this  sort,  she  has  at 
least  given  us  one  of  the  freshest  and  most  read- 
able books  of  foreign  travel  that  we  have  had 
from  any  one.  Every  new  tourist  gives  us  somc- 
thitig  new — something  peculiar  to  himself — some- 
thing, as  seen  from  his  own  point  of  view  ;  and 
from  a  lady  of  Mrs.  Stowe's  keen  powers  of  ob- 
servation and  unusual  felicity  of  description  we 
get  a  larger  proportion  of  new  ideas  than  from 
common  tourists.  The  genial  good  nature  which 
pervades  the  book  is  one  of  its  most  pleasing  char- 
acteristics, so  obvious,  indeed,  that  the  author 
apologises,  in  her  preface,  for  the  couleur  de  rose 
which  casts  so  pleasant  a  tinge  over  the  whole. 
No  wonder  that  it  is  so.  How  could  a  kind, 
whole-hearted  woman,  meeting  a  reception  in  a 
foreign  land  such  as  no  woman  ever  met  before, 
excited  with  public  ovations  and  private  kindness 
and  hospitality,  fail  to  carry  away  and  record  any 
but  the  very  sunniest  memories  of  such  a  tour  ? 
Yet  is  there  no  fawning,  no  toadying,  no  flattery. 
She  gives  us  the  honest  impressions  of  a  simple, 
unsophisticated  New  England  matron,  of  strong 
intellect,  acute  observation,  and  high  natural  re- 
finement. She  seems  almost  like  a  bright  school 
girl,  wild  with  excitement  and  pleasure,  let  loose 
among  the  scenes  with  which  her  mind  has  been 
long  familiar  ;  and  at  every  turn,  in  England  and 
Scotland,  some  spring  of  memory  is  touched,  and 
Burns  and  Scott  rise  spontaneously  to  her  lips,  to 
illustrate  almost  every  spot  that  she  passes  over. 

Her  opportunities  of  seeing  the  highest  society 
in  England  in  ordinary  domestic  life,  were  unusual, 
and  she  records  her  recollections  simply  and  in  a 
manner  to  give  offence  to  none. 

Her  criticisms  of  Art  are  always  independent, 
sometimes  striking.  She  loill  like  and  dislike  as 
she   pleases,  and    she   will  cry  where  guide  books 


and  connoisseurs  assure  her  that  she  should  only 
laugh  and  ridicule.  So  that  her  remarks  on  art 
are  quite  unique,  though  frequently  her  views  are 
subsequently  modified  not  a  little  by  a  larger  ex- 
perience. 

The  cause  of  suffering  humanity  seems  ever 
present  to  her  philanthropic  heart,  abroad,  not  less 
than  at  home  ;  and  neither  the  splendors  of  lordly 
castles,  nor  the  kindly  welcome  with  which  she 
was  received  into  the  highest  circles,  afTect  her 
judgment  or  the  free  expression  of  her  opinion 
respecting  the  great  social  evils  existing  close  be- 
neath their  shadow. 

She  sometimes  makes  a  strange  blunder:  as, 
when  speaking  of  being  introduced  to  Lushington, 
the  eminent  Admiralty  Judge,  she  states  that,  by 
reason  of  our  institutions  this  department  of  the 
law  is  unknown  in  America  !  Did  Mrs.  Stowe 
ever  hear  of  Judge  Story  ?  We  give  below  a  few 
extracts  on  matters  germane  to  the  objects  of  our 
Journal. 

MISS    GREENFIELD,    THE    "  BLACK    SWAN." 

May  6.  A  good  many  calls  this  morning. 
Among  others  came  Miss  Greenfield,  the  (so  called) 
Black  Swan.  She  appears  to  be  a  gentle,  amiable, 
and  interesting  young  person.  She  was  born  the 
slave  of  a  kind  mistress,  who  gave  her  every 
thing  but  education,  and,  dying,  left  her  free  with 
a  little  property.  The  property  she  lost  by  some 
legal  quibble,  but  had,  like  others  of  her  race,  a 
passion  for  music,  and  could  sing  and  play  by  ear. 
A  young  lady,  discovering  her  taste,  gave  her  a 
few  lessons.  She  has  a  most  astonishing  voice. 
C.  sat  down  to  the  piano  and  played  while  she 
sung.  Her  voice  runs  through  a  compass  of  three 
octaves  and  a  fourth.  This  is  four  notes  more 
than  Malibran's.  She  sings  a  most  magnificent 
tenor,  with  such  a  breadth  and  volume  of  sound 
that,  with  your  back  turned,  you  could  not  imag- 
ine it  to  be  a  woman.  While  she  was  there,  Mrs. 
S.  C.  Hall,  of  the  Irish  Sketches,  was  announced. 
She  is  a  tall,  well-proportioned  .woman,  with  a 
fine  color,  dark-brown  hair,  and  a  cheerful,  cor- 
dial manner.  She  brought  with  her  her  only 
daughter,  a  young  girl  about  fifteen.  I  told  her  of 
Miss  Greenfield,  and  she  took  great  interest  in  her, 
and  requested  her  to  sing  something  for  her.  C. 
played  the  accompaniment,  and  she  sang  Old 
Folks  at  Home,  first  in  a  soprano  voice,  and  then 
in  a  tenor  or  baritone.  Mrs.  Hall  was  amazed 
and  delighted,  and  entered  at  once  into  her  cause. 
She  said  that  she  would  call  with  me  and  present 
her  to  Sir  George  Smart,  who  is  at  the  head  of 
the  queen's  musical  establishment,  and,  of  course, 
the  acknowledged  leader  of  London  musical  judg- 
ment. 

"In  the  course  of  the  day  I  had  a  note  from 
Mrs.  Hall,  saying  that,  as  Sir  George  Smart  was 
about  leaving  town,  she  had  not  waited  for  me, 
but  had  taken  Miss  Greenfield  to  him  herself. 
She  writes  that  he  was  really  astonished  and 
charmed  at  the  wonderful  weight,  compass,  and 
power  of  her  voice.  He  was  also  as  vi-ell  pleased 
with  the  mind  in  her  singing,  and  her  quickness 
in  doing  and  catching  all  that  he  told  her.  Should 
she  have  a  public  opportunity  to  perform,  he  of- 
fered to  hear  her  rehearse  beforehand.  Mrs.  Hall 
says  this  is  a  great  deal  for  him,  whose  hours  are 
all  marked  with  gold." 

CLAUDE. 

Then  a  small  room  devoted  to  the  Spanish  and 
Italian  schools,  containing  pictures  by  Murillo  and 
Velasquez.  Then  the  French  hall,  where  were 
two  magnificent  Claudes,  the  finest  I  had  yet  seen. 
They  were  covered  with  glass,  (a  bad  arrange- 
ment,) which  rendered  one  of  them  almost  unsee- 
able. I  studied  these  long,  with  much  interest. 
The  combinations  were  poetical,  the  foregrounds 
minutely  finished,  even  to  the  painting  of  flowers, 
and  the  fine  invisible  veil  of  ether  that  covers  the 
natural  landscape  given  as  I  have  never  before 
seen  it.  The  peculiarity  of  these  pieces  is,  that 
they  are  painted  in  green — a  most  common  ar- 
rangement in  God's  landscapes,  but  very  uncom- 
mon in  those  of  great  masters.  Painters  give  us 
trees  and  grounds,  brown,  yellow,  red,  chocolate, 
any  color,  in  short,  but  green.  The  reason  of  this 
is,  that  green  is  an  exceedingly  difficult  color  to 
manage.  I  have  seen,  sometimes,  in  spring,  set 
against  a  deep-blue  sky,  an  array  of  greens,  from 
lightest  yellow  to  deepest  blue  of  the  pines,  tipped 
and  glittering  with  the  alternoon's  sun,  yet  so 
swathed  in  some  invisible,  harmonizing   medium, 


that  the  strong  contrasts  of  color  jarred  upon  no 
sense.  All  seemed  to  be  bound  by  the  invisible 
cestus  of  some  celestial  Venus.  Yet  what  painter 
would  dare  attempt  the  same?  Herein  lies  the 
particular  triumph  of  Claude.  It  is  said  that  he 
took  his  brush  and  canvas  into  the  fields,  and  there 
studied,  hour  after  hour,  into  the  mysteries  of  that 
airy  medium  which  lies  between  the  eye  and  the 
landscape,  as  also  between  the  foreground  and  the 
background.  Hence  he,  more  than  others,  suc- 
ceeds in  giving  the  green  landscape  and  the  blue 
sky  the  same  efi'ect  that  God  gives  them.  If,  then, 
other  artists  would  attain  a  like  result,  let  them 
not  copy  Claude,  but  Claude's  Master.  Would 
that  our  American  artists  would  remember  that 
God's  pictures  are  nearer  than  Italy.  To  them  it 
might  be  said,  (as  to  the  Christian.)  "  The  Word 
is  nigh  thee."  When  we  shall  see  a  New  England 
artist,  with  his  easel,  in  the  fields,  seeking,  hour 
after  hour,  to  reproduce  on  the  canvas  the  magni- 
ficent glories  of  an  elm,  with  its  firmament  of 
boughs  and  branches, — when  he  has  learned  that 
there  is  in  it  what  is  worth  a  thousand  Claudes — 
then  the  morning  star  of  art  will  have  risen  on 
our  hills.  God  send  us  an  artist  with  a  heart  to  rev- 
erence his  own  native  mountains  and  fields,  and  to 
veil  his  face  in  awe  when  the  great  Master  walks 
before  his  cottage  door.  When  shall  arise  the 
artist  whose  inspiration  shall  be  in  prayer  and 
in  communion  with  God  ? — whose  eye,  unsealed 
to  behold  his  beauty  in  the  natural  world,  sjjall 
offer  up,  on  canvas,  landscapes  which  shall  be 
hymns  and  ascriptions? 

COKKEGGIO. 

"  What  was  in  this  man's  head  when  he  painted 
this  representation  of  the  hour  when  his  Maker 
was  made  flesh  that  he  might  redeem  a  world  ? 
Nothing  but  chiaro-scuro  and  foreshortening.  This 
overwhelming  scene  would  give  him  a  fine  chance 
to  do  things ;  first,  to  represent  a  phosphorescent 
light  from  the  body  of  the  child  ;  and  second,  to 
show  off  some  foreshortened  angels.  Now  as  to 
these  angels,  I  have  simply  to  remark  that  I  should 
prefer  a  seraph's  head  to  his  heels  ;  and  that  a  group 
of  archangels,  kicking  from  the  canvas  with  such 
alarming  vigor  however  much  it  may  illustrate 
foreshortening,  does  not  illustrate  either  glory  to 
God  in  the  highest,  or  peace  on  eErth  and  good 
will  to  men.  Therefore  I  have  quarrelled  with 
Correggio,  as  I  always  expected  to  do  if  he 
profaned  the  divine  nysteries.  How  could  any 
one,  who  had  a  soul  to  understand  that  most  noble 
creation  of  Raphael,  turn,  the  ne.xt  moment,  to 
admire  this  ? 

RUBENs'    DESCENT    EROM    THE    CROSS. 

Rubens'  conception  of  John  is  that  of  a  vigor- 
ous and  plenary  manhood,  whose  rush  is  like  that 
of  a  torrent,  in  the  very  moment  when  his  great 
heart  is  breaking.  He  had  loved  his  Master  with 
a  love  like  an  eternity  ;  he  had  believed  him  ; 
heart  and  soul,  mind  and  strength — all  had  he 
given  to  that  kingdom  which  he  was  to  set  up  ; 
and  he  had  seen  him  die — die  by  lingering  torture. 
And  at  this  moment  he  feels  it  all.  There  is  no 
Christ,  no  kingdom — nothing!  All  is  over.  "We 
trusted  it  had  been  he  who  should  have  redeemed 
Israel."  With  that  miraculous,  life-like  power 
that  only  Rubens  has,  he  shows  him  to  us  in  this 
moment  of  suppressed  agony  ;  the  blood  choking 
his  heart,  the  veins  swollen,  and  every  muscle 
quivering  with  the  grief  to  which  he  will  not  give 
way.  O,  for  this  wonderful  and  deep  conception, 
this  almost  divine  insight  into  the  mysteries  of  that 
hour,  one  might  love  Rubens.  This  picture  can 
not  be  engraved.  No  engraving  is  more  than  a 
diagram,  to  show  the  places  of  the  figures.  For, 
besides  its  mesmeric  life,  which  no  artist  can  re- 
produce, there  is  a  balancing  of  colors,  a  gorgeous- 
ness  about  it,  as  if  he  had  learned  coloring  from 
the  great  Master  himself.  Even  in  the  over- 
powering human  effect  of  this  piece,  it  is  impossi- 
ble not  to  perceive  that  every  difficulty  which 
artists  vaunt  themselves  on  vanquishing  has  in  this 
piece  been  conquered  with  apparently  instinctive 
ease,  simply  because  it  was  habitual  to  do  so,  and 
without  in  the  least  distracting  the  attention  from 
the  great  moral.  Magical  Ibreshortenings  and 
wonderful  effects  of  color  appear  to  be  purely  inci- 
dental to  the  expression  of  a  great  idea.  I  left 
this  painting  as  one  should  leave  the  work  of  a 
great  religious  master — thinking  more  of  Jesus 
and  of  John  than  of  Rubens." 

THE    RRIMROSE. 

"  We  read  much,  among  the  poets,  of  the  prim- 
rose, 

'  Earliest  daugViter  of  the  Spring.' 

This   flower   is   one,  also,  which   we   cultivate  in 
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gardens  to  some  extent.  The  outline  of  it  is  as 
follows  :  The  hue  a  delicate  straw  color  ;  it  grows 
in  tufts  in  shady  places,  and  has  a  pure,  serious 
look,    which    reminds   one   of  the   line   of   Shak- 

speare — 

'  Pale  primroses,  wbich  die  unmarried.' 

It  hns  also  the  faintest  and  most  etherial  perfume, 
— a  perfume  that  seems  to  come  and  i;o  in  the  air 
like  music  ;  and  you  perceive  it  at  a  little  distance 
from  a  tuft  of  them,  when  you  would  not  if  you 
gathered  and  smelled  them.  On  the  whole,  the 
primrose  is  a  poet's  and  a  painter's  flower.  An 
artist's  eye  would  notice  an  exquisite  harmony  be- 
tween the  yellow-green  hue  of  its  leaves  and  the 
tint  of  its  blossoms.  I  do  not  wonder  that  it  has 
been  so  great  a  favorite  among  the  poets.  ]t  is 
just  such  a  flower  as  Mozart  and  Raphael  would 
have  loved." 

CRITICISM. 

"Nothing  seems  to  me  so  utterly  without  rule  or 
compass  as'this  world  of  art.  Divided  into  little 
cliques,  each  with  his  shibboleth,  artists  excom- 
municate each  other  as  heartily  as  theologians, 
and  a  neophyte  who  should  attempt  to  make  up  a 
judgment  by  their  help  would  be  obliged  to  shift 
opinions  with  every  circle. 

"  I  therefore  look  with  my  own  eyes,  for  if  not 
the  best  that  might  be,  they  are  the  best  that  God 
has  given  me." 

These  volumes  are  finely  printed  and  profusely 
illustrated  with  wood  cuts  by  Billings  from  Mrs. 
Stowe's  own  sketches,  many  of  which  are  re- 
markably spirited  and  interesting.  Our  readers 
will  find  this  book  a  pleasant  companion  for  a 
mountain  tour  or  a  summer  day  at  the  sea  side. 

Litnri/y,  or  Book  of  Worship,  for  the  use  of  the  New 
Church  signified  by  the  Ni'w  Jerusalem.  Revised 
and  published  by  order  of  the  General  Convention. 
Boston.  Published  for  the  Convention  by  Otis 
Clapp,  1854. 

This  volume  contains  the  liturgy  of  what  is  com- 
monly known  as  the  Swedenborgian  Church.  After 
this  follow  "Selections'and  Chants,"  and  "Anthems," 
occupying  2.'J0  pages  of  the  volume.  The  music  of 
each  chant  precedes  the  psalm  for  which  it  is  written, 
on  every  page,  and  is  conveniently  arranged  for  the 
use  of  worshippers.  The  music  printing  was  done 
by  E.  L.  Balch  at  the  office  of  the  Journal  of  Music, 
and  our  readers  will  need  no  other  assurance  that  it 
is  done  in  the  best  style  of  the  art.  A  collection  of 
about  one  hundred  hymns,  completes  the  volume, 
which  contains  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  chants,  and 
will  be  useful  and  acceptable  to  other  churches  than 
that  for  which  it  was  compiled. 


^ 


Grand  Opera. — It  is  now  positively  announced  that 
Grisi  and  Mario  have  closed  a  contract  with  I\Ir.  Hackett, 
for  a  season  of  sixty-three  nights,  for  the  modest  sum  of 
$96,000.  As  an  earnest  in  this  contract,  Mr.  Hackett 
deposited  on  the  1st  of  July  the  sum  of  850,000  in  the 
hands  of  Caring,  Bros  &  Co.,  London.  Mr.  Hackett  says 
in  a  letter,  that  he  has  leaped  Castle  Garden  which  is  to 
be  prepared  and  arranged  for  their  performances,  the  first 
of  which  will  commence  on  Monday,  September  4  ;  and 
that  they  will  arrive  in  the  Baltic  about  the  21st  of  Au- 
gust. The  Baltic  sailed  for  Liverpool  on  Saturday  last, 
carrying  a  piano-forte  made  by  Hall  &  Sons,  for  the  use 
of  the  vocalists. 

The  Opera  at  Castle  Garden. — Verdi's  Luisa 
Miller,  his  last  production,  has  been  brought  out  at 
Castle  Garden,  and  appears  to  have  given  satisfaction  to 
audiences  and  critics,  though  neither  the  opera  nor  the 
performers,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  have  excited  a  posi- 
tive enthusiasm.  Every  character  is  a  leading  one  and 
its  correct  representation  taxes  the  resources  of  the 
company  not  a  little.     The  Tribune  tells  us  that 

"The  Opera,  all  things  considered,  was  a  success. 
The  singers  were  several  times  called  before  the  curtain 
— the  best  signs  and  proofs.  Mr.  Maretzek  led  in  person, 
and  showed  the  utmost  devotion  to  his  laborious  and 
intellectual  duties." 

And  the  Courier  and  Enquirer: 

"'  Louisa  Miller'  was  performed  last  evening  at  Castle 
Garden  for  the  first  time  in  America,  in  a  manner  highly 
creditable  to  Jlr.  Maretzek  and  the  artists  engaged; 
indeed,  we  have  rarely  heard  a  first  performance  in 
which  there  was  so  much  to  approve  and  so  little  to 
condemn.  The  audience,  which  was  quite  numerous, 
listened  always  with  interest,  sometimes  with  admiration, 
and  <^nce  or  twice  wns  moved  to  enthusiasm,  the  baritone 
and  tenor  being  the  fortunate  artists  on  those  occasions. 


a.  ANDRi:  &  CO. 

FOREIGN     MUSIC     DEPOT, 

GIRARD    HOUSE    BUILDINGS, 

KIKTa  STREET,  ACOTE  CHESTNUT, 
July  1  PHILADELPHIA. 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   ENTIRE  AND  INIMITABLE  ALLEGOBT  OF 

THE    PILGRIM'S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  CDgraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  hximan  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  hisjourney  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  haye 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  nnmerons  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHW  P.  JE^WETT,  Piiblislier, 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  aothorizeb  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Noy.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

I5IP0KTER  AND   DEALER   IS 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DEAWIKG  &  PAINTING  MATEEIALS, 

]Vo.  13  Tremont  Row,  Boston. 

*jt*    Wedding  and  Yisiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

16  tf 

A.  WEENER  &  L.  J.  HOEFENER, 

DEALERS   IN 

-No.  265  -WASHINGTON  STREET, 

(CORNER   OP   WINTER  STREET.) 

PTANO-T'ORTES,  Seraphines,  Melodeons,  Guitars,  Tiolina, 
Tenors,  Yioloncellos,  Basses,  Clarinets,  Elutes,  Piccolos, 
Fifes,  Accordeons,  Strings,  Bows,  etc. 

We  shall  keep  on  hand  a  great  Tariety  of  the  aboTe  named 
instruments,  and  shall  endeavor  to  give  satisfaction  to  all 
purchasers,  whether  they  desire  the  best  and  highest  priced, 
or  the  cheapest  instruments.  Orders  by  letter  will  be  carefully 
attended  to. 

PIANOS  TO  LET,  TUNED  AND  IlEPATUED. 
Mr.  AVerner  will  also  continue  to  give  instruction  on  the 
Piano,  Orgao,  Flute,  "Violin  and  Guitar.     Mr.  Werner  can  be 
seeo  at  the  Sales-i'oom,  or  in  tlie  evening  at  his  residence,  No. 
976  Washington  St.  May  27.    3m 


FROM    THE    GREAT    MASTERS. 

MENDELSSOHN. 

Six  Sonwg  without  Words,  complete  in  seven  books,. .  .each  75 

Rondo  Cnpricciosa, 50 

The  Temperaments,  seven  Characteristique  Pieces, 1,00 

The  Gift,  six  easy  pieces, 62 

LISZT. 

Galop  Russe, 50 

Reminiscences  from  Lucia  di  Lamniermoor, 50 

Romances  de  Franz  Schubert,  viz  : — 

No.  1,  Eloge  des  larmes, 25 

"    2,  La  Pnste, 25 

»    3,  LaFilledu  Pecheur, 25 

THALBERO. 

Fantasia  sur  themes  de  Moise, 1,25 

L'Art  du  Chant  applique  au  Piano,  viz  : —  each  75 

No.  1,  Quatuor,  1  Puritani  de  Bellini. 
"    2.  Tre  Giorni,  Air  de  Pergolise. 
"     3.  Adelaifle  de  Beethoven. 
"    4-  Air  d'Eglise  du  Chanteur  Stradella. 
"    5.  Lacrymosa  tir6  du  Requiem  de  Mozart,  Duo  des 

Nores  de  Figaro  de  Mt>zart. 
"    6   Perchfe  ml  Guardi  e  PiangI,  Duetto  de  Zelmira  de 
Kossiui. 

Le  Tremolo, , 62 

Prayer  from  Moses  in  Egypt, 1-25 

Viola,  Melodie, 26 

CHOPIN. 

Grand  Valse  Brilliante, 50 

March  Funebre,  Piano  Duet, 37 

Tarentelle, 50 

HENSELT. 

Chan.son  de  Printeraps,  (Song  of  Spring,) 50 

La  Gondola,  Etude, 26 

DOHLER. 

Derniere  Pons^e  Musicale  de  Bellini, 75 

Elisii-e  d'Amore,  Fantasia, 50 

I  Puritani,  F^mtasia, 62 

Nocturne, 37 

Trot  des  Chevalier  Gardes  March, 25 

Published  by 

Oliver  Ditsou,  115  VTaskingion  St. 


THE  MODERN  SCHOOL 

—  FOR  THE  — 

HAS  MET  WITH  THE  GREATEST  POSSIBLE  SUCCESS 
and  has  created  more  excitement  among  Instruction  Book 
makers  and  publishers  than  any  other  Method  before  heard  of; 
for  the  reason  that  it  la  bometuikq  new,  and  TnonouQULT 
ADAPTED  TO  ITS  PURPOSE.  It  18  a  "Yankee"  invention,  and 
the  only  work  in  existence  that  is  uoiversally  commended. 
noHvithstanding  the  great  opposition  which  has  so  long  been 
mainiained  against  every  musical  ivorkfrom  the  pen  of  an 
Amtrican.  The  Author  feels  much  flattered  with  the  interest 
both  foreign  and  American  Profes-sors  have  taken  in  introducing 
his  method  ;  it  certainly  is  its  best  recommendation.  The 
"  Modern  School  "  js~i30t  only  known  in  this  country,  but  in 
Germany,  France  and  England. 

Publishers,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  already  feel  the  in- 
fluence of  this  Instruction  Book,  and  it  has  induced  them  to 
overhaul  their  old  and  long-forgotten  "Methods,"  shake  ofl 
the  dust  and  disguise  them  in  a  modern  suit,  and  present  them 
to  the  present  generation  aa  something  new.  In  fact,  every 
work  less  than  a  hundred  years  old  is  now  making  its  re-appear- 
ance. 

THE  MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PIANO-FORTE  is 
bound  to  sustain  its  reputation  and  we  challenge  any  publisher 
in  this  country  or  in  any  other,  to  produce  a  method  for  the 
Piano  that  has  stood  or  will  stand  the  same  examination  and 
criticism  as  the  Modirn  School  for  the  Piano-  Fone. 

The  Author,  Mr.  NATHAN  RICHAUDSON,  has  just  re- 
turned from  Europe,  where  he  has  met  with  the  most  flattering 
success  with  his  Instruction  Book,  it  having  passed  a  critical 
examination  by  the  most  distinguished  teachers,  and  been 
pronounced  a  great  improvement  upon  all  other  methods 
by  the  highest  authority  of  the  old  country. 

Among  the  many  Professors  who  examined  this  work,  and 
gave  their  written  recommendations,  we  will  mention 

JULIUS     KNORR, 

(well  known  in  this  conntry,)  who  admitted  to  the  Author 
personally  that  there  is  no  instruction  book  at  the  present  day 
that  will  compare  with  the  MODEEN  SCHOOL  as  regards 
true  merit,  and  will  answer  so  fully  its  purpose.  He  gave  his 
written  testimonial  as  follows  ; 

After  a  careful  examination  of  "  The  Modern  School  for  the 
Piano-Forte,"  by  Mr.  Nathan  Richard.=on,  I  am  conTineed  tijat 
it  preseTits  a  full  and  accurate  compendium  of  all  that  is  nio.^t 
essential  to  the  acquirement  of  a  good  execution.  It  h.as, 
moreover,  the  merit  of  entire  consistency  in  its  system  of  fin- 
gering, whicli  is  occasionally  new,  but  always  thoroughly 
adapted  to  its  end.  The  work  cannot  be  sufficiently  recom- 
mended, especially  to  those  players  who  make  virtuosity,  or 
brilliant  execution,  one  end  of  their  studies.  An  interesring 
feature  of  the  book  will  certaiJily  be  found  by  many  in  its  ana- 
tomical descriptions  of  the  bones,  muscles,  and  ligaments  of 
the  hand.  JULIUS  KNORK. 

Leipsic,  April,  1854. 

Those  who  are  about  to  purchase  an  Instmction  Book  for 
the  Piano-Forte  should  not  fail  to  examine  this  work  before 
any  other,  and  they  will  be  satisfied  that  it  is  the  most  tho- 
rough, progressive  and  comprehensive  method  ever  published, 
and  those  who  practice  out  of  it  will  improve  wonderfully.  It 
is  also  decidedly  cheaper  than  any  other.  Why?  Becanse  it 
contains  248  pages,  and  is  printed  upon  the  iinest  paper,  em- 
bracing .several  beautiful  colored  plates,  and  bonnd  in  splendid 
embossed  cloth,  full  gilt;  presenting  the  most  magnificent 
appearance  of  any  music  book  ever  laid  upon  the  piano. 
Single  copy, $4. 

To  satisfy  the  Public  that  the 

MODERN  SCHOOL  ¥0K  THE  PIANO-FORTE 
is  the  best  Instruction  Book  published,  we  give  for  reference 
the  following  names  of  distinguished  Professsors  of  Music,  who 
have  given  the  most  complimeutary  recommendations  : 


LOWELL  MASON, 

GEO.  J.  WEBB, 

ALFRED  .TAELL, 

1VM.  MASON, 

GEO,  F.  ROOT, 

W.  B.  BRADBURY, 

A.  DIlEYSOHOCli, 

OTTO  DRESEL, 

CARL  BERGMANN, 

A.  KUEISSMANN, 

F.  H.  HOWARD, 

AUGUST  GOCKEL, 

A.  W.  FRENZEL) 

A,  KIELBLOCK, 

A    T.  THORUP, 

NEW  YORK  MUSICAL  REVIEW, 

NEW  YORK  MUSICAL  WORLD  AND  TIMES, 

DWIGIIT'S  JOURNAL  OF  MUSIC. 


S.  A.  BANCROFT, 
F.  0.  HILL, 
J.  B.  WIIBATON, 
N.  B    CLAPf, 
H.  PERABEAU, 
W.  R.  BABCOCK, 
W.  C.  GLYNN, 
F.  F.  MULLER. 
L.  H.  SOUTHARD, 
J.  TRENKLE, 
T.  BRICHER, 

A.  BAUMBACII, 

B.  F    LEAVENS, 
JAMES  FLINT, 
ED.  BRUCE, 


Published  at  the 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washing'ton  Street,  Boston, 

BY    NATHAN    RICHARDSON, 

and  for  sale  at  nil   the  principal  Music  Stores  in  the  United 

States  and  English  Provinces.     AU  orders  promptly  executed. 

N.  B.— A  list  of  recommendations,  from  one  to  two  hundred, 

may  be  had  on  application  to  the  author. 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


In  all  its  various  branches, 

ITEATLX   AETD    PEOMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY    EOWAICD    L.    BALCH, 

©ffuc  Souriul  of  iVlusu,  No.  21  Scljool  St. 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  him  by  the  Mass. 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association  lor  superior  workmanship, 
may  be  seen  at  his  office. 

[E?"  MUSIC   prepared  for   Stcreotypliig. 


NOW     READY, 

THE   GEEAT   WOSK   OF   THE   YEAR, 

TNIOORE'S 

COMPliETE  EKCyCX.® PM U 8 A 

A  work  wlaich  has  cost  the  indefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distiu- 
guishcd  celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
so  iudispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
every  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octaTO  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  the  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4:000    MUSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A.  Complete  Bictionayy  ol  over 

5000    MUSICAL    TEKMS, 

With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIEIirCE    OP   MUSIC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  the  dates^of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOROUGH  BASa,  &c.  &c. 

A  JBook  intended  to  cover  tlic  vt'liole 

of  Mnsical  Science. 

JOHN  P.   JEWETT   Sr   CO. 

PUBLISHERS, 

■     July  29  BOSTON. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIA.KO   X'SO  ORGA^J. 

[C^TERHS   MOBERATE. 

Kesidenoe,  24  West  Cedar  Street. 
Refireace,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Es(J.  May  20. 

Signor  AUGUSTO  BSIfDELAEI, 

{from    natles,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINOINO. 

Kesidence,  Wintlirop  House,  Boston. 
May  13 «_ 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD. 

TEACH  EK     OF     MUSIC, 

265  Wasliliigtoa  Street,  Boston. 


Oct.  16. 


3m 


Oet'nianla  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  or  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E  TELTOW,  Agrnl. 
iil4  tf  SO  Fayette  Street. 


CHICKERING-   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


!i). 


"W  A^R  E  K  O©  M  S , 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


'1^  MUSICAL   EXCHAIJGE.  ^^£1 

•WE  ARE  NOtV  READY  TO  SEtl,' 

AT  WHOLESALE  AHD  EETAIL, 

ON   FAR  BETTER  TERMS  THAW  ANY 
OTHER   HOUSE    IN   THE    UNITED  STATES. 

Having  fully  completed  our  arrangements  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  we  are  now  enabled  to  offer  advantages  superior  to 
those  of  any  other  house  in  the  trade.  By  recent  engagements 
with  the  principal  publishing  houses  in  Germany,  France, 
England  and  America,  we  shall  receive  all  new  Music  as  soon 

as  published Our  stock  embraces  the  standard  worlis  of  all 

Enrope.an  composers,  being  the  largest  collection  of  Foreign 
Mdsic  ever  presented  to  the  American  public.  Besides,  we 
shall  keep  constantly  on  hand  all 

AMERICAN   PUBLICATIONS, 

Together  with 

Piano-S'ortes,    Organs,    Melodeons, 
Musit-Boxes,  Mctvononies., 

Portraits  &o  Busts  of  Distinguished  Musicians,  S^c. 

Our  dealings  with  other  houses,  both  in  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica, are  such,  that  we  are  enabled  to  sell,  at  wholesale  and 
retiil,  on  the  most  favorable  terms. 

Our  own  Publications  are  of  the  first  order,  and  no  piece 
will  be  issued  from  our  house  that  does  not  possess  decided 
musical  merit.  Having  personally  devoted  many  years  to  the 
study  of  Music,  both  in  Europe  andjn  this  country,  we  enjoy 
peculiar  advantages  over  those  publishers  who  are  not  musi- 
cians. 

D^TO  COMPOSERS. 

All  comp.ositions  accepted  for  publication  we  pay  for,  and 
we  feel  confident  that  our  terms  will  be  satisfactory.  Our 
object  is  to  encourage  native  talent. 

f  !)t  Ibkrn  S>t\m\  for  \\n  |iinia-|0i1j 

la  published  by  us,  and  is  fast  taking  the  place  of  every  other 
work,  as  an  Instruction  Book  for  the  Piauo. 

Our  Catalogue  of  Foreign  Music,  together  with  a  List  of  our 
own  Publications  will  be  forwarded  (gratis)  to  any  address,  if 
desired. 

MUSICAL   EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston, 

NATHAN    RICHARnSON, 

PKOFKIETOK. 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  he  addressed  at  Mr   0.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

REFERENCES. 


John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

0.  Ditson,  Esq. 

N.  Richardson,  Esq. 

A.  Berry,  Esq.  28  Pearl  St. 

J.  A.  Ilanson,  Esq.,  6  Bath  St. 

H.  Crocker,  Esq.  6  Shawmut  av. 


Mrs.  Farnham, 

6  Copeland  st.  Roxbury. 
Epes  Sargent,  Esq. 
Rev.  Mr.  Iluntington. 
Hon.  J.J.  Clarke,  27  State  st. 
July  1 


ASOPKAWO  SIBTGER.— A  Young  Lady  desires  a 
place  as  Soprano  in  a  Qu.artet  Choir  in  one  of  the  churches 
in  this  city.  A  rare  opportunity  may  he  heard  of  by  inquiring 
at  this  office.  July  22. 

GEOEGE  J.  WEBB  &  GO'S 
PIANO-FORTE  WAREROOMS: 

diamLlierS;,  Wo.  3  IVintcr  Street,  Boston. 

AT  this  Establishment  may  be  found  an  elegant  and  exten- 
sive assortment  of 

PIANO-FORTES, 

at  all  prices,  warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  the  essential  properties  of  Tone,  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
Style,  and  Finish.     None  others  will  be  kept. 

Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AND  GTIITAES. 

Mr.  "Webb's  long  experience  in  the  profession  of  Music,  ena- 
bles us  to  assure  those  persons  residing  nt  a  distance,  who  may 
find  it  inconvenient  to  visit  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desired,)  ;i8  by  personal 
examination;  and  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders, 
can  implicitly  rely  upon  the  exercise  of  Mr.  Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  favor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  be  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit. 

IT"  SOLD  AT  MANUFACTURERS'  PRICES. 
. . . .  Aqents  for.  . . . 
Lighte,  Fewton  &o  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &o  Co.'s  do.       Boston. 

Goodman  &/  Baldwin's  Melodeons. 

Feb  19    6m 


ADOLPH  EIELBLOCK, 

■z"2i:-A.o:E2::E32^  o:^  s^xjsbxo. 

No.    30    ASH    STREET,    BOSTON. 

0=°Coramuiiications  may  be  left  at  Mr.  Ditson's  music  store, 
No.  115  Wa.shington  Street.  June  10. 

IiIUSIOAIi  NOTICE. 

T.  BRICHER,  Teacher  of  the  Organ,  Piano-Forte  and 
Singing,  having  closed  his  connection  as  Orcanist  of  the  Bow- 
doin  Square  Church,  has  removed  to  No.  7}a  Tremont  Row, 
where  he  will  be  happy  to  recei^^e  applications  for  his  services 
as  Organist  and  Teacher  of  Music.  je  24 

HEWS'    LATENT 
AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE. 
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stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
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MUe.  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

gives 
INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

AND  MAT  BE  ADDRESSED  AT 

Feb.  4    3m  55  HANCOCK  STREET. 

Mr.    OTTO    DRESEL 

Will  return  to  Boston  by  the  first  of  October,  when  he  will  be 
prepared  to  receive  pupils  on  the  piano-forte. 
Address  meanwhile  at  this  office. 

J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE   PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  or  Theo. 
T.  Barker.  3  mos.  Dec    3. 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 
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2  Seneca  St.,  corner  Harrison  Avenue. 
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Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  &c. 
Boston,  April  23.  3m 

J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Resiclciace  No.  56  l^siccXand  Street. 
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A.   W.   FRENZEL, 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 
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[Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Review  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY   A.    OULIBICirEFF. 
(Continued  from  p.  130  ) 

Tlie  regeneration  of  the  fugucd  style  preceded 
that  of  die  melodic.  Music  first  attained  to  mel- 
ody -with  Peugolese  and  IIasse,  when  the  old 
tree  of  counterpoint  had  exhausted  all  its  energy 
in  the  production  of  the  fruits  wHch  crowned  it 
after  eight  centuries  of  nrowth. 


M^' 


A   constantly  extended  application  of  melody 


to  the  fugued  style  led  this  gradually  out  from 
the  state  of  unmeaningness,  into  that  of  expres- 
sion. Instead  of  arbitrarily  stringing  together 
whole  rows  of  notes,  as  formerly  ;  instead  of  ar- 
ranging the  voices  as  chance  dictated,  or  select- 
ing them  merely  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the 
contrapuntal  treatment,  the  fugue-writers  were 
obliged  to  combine  themes  or  subjects,  that  is  to 
say,  short  melodic  sentences,  which  in  themselves 
had  a  form,  a  sense,  a  character,  since  they  were 
already  taken  from  the  modern  scale.  They 
soon  discovered  that,  if  the  canonical  imitation  is 
a  principle  of  inexhaustible  variety,  there  is  still 
another  principle  of  contrast,  which  springs  from 
the  union  or  the  opposition  of  two  or  more  themes 
different  in  their  design.  From  this  double  prin- 
ciple sprang  naturally  by  degrees  all  the  laws  of 
our  present  so-called  periodic  fugue.  The  sub- 
ject and  the  answer,  which  contributed  to  the 
imitation,  met  in  a  counter-subject,  which  served 
to  furnish  the  contrast.  But  since  it  was  una- 
voidable, that  the  subject,  when  repeatedly  heard, 
grew  wearisome  to  the  ear,  they  had  to 
introduce  points  of  rest  and  supply  its  place  ad 
interim  by  a  third  agent,  which  they  called  the 
intermediate  harmony.  The  duration  of  these 
interruptions;  the  re-entrance  of  the  subject  in 
the  course  of  a  new  development ;  the  order,  in 
which  the  Dux  and  Comes  (leader  and  and  com- 
panion) had  to  succeed  and  alternate  with  one 
another  in  all  the  parts  of  which  the  fugue  con- 
sists, were  subjected  to  the  laws  of  the  rebounding 
stroke.  Finally,  to  regulate  the  transpositions  or 
the  alternations  of  the  figures  between  the  voices, 
they  added  to  the  law-book  of  the  art  of  compo- 
sition, a  supplementary  chapter,  treating  of  double 
counterpoint.  Such  are  the  main  elements  and 
the  most  essential  laws  of  the  periodical  fugue. 
A  multitude  of  learned  combinations  can  be  in- 
troduced, the  most  difficult  refinements  of  the  old 
Cation  may  be  woven  in,  which  indeed  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  is  unavoidable,  if  the  fugue  consists 
of  several  themes  and  has  many  developments, 
or  if  the  contrapuntal  interest  must  go  on  steadily 
crescendo.  This  they  call  a  wnrked-up  fugue, 
fuga  ricercata.  Moreover  there  are  but  few 
composers  who  have  found  the  Beautiful  upon  the 
path  of  JoSQUiN,  so  that  I  fear  it  is  almost  su- 
perfluous for  me  to  repeat  with  Boileau  :  "There 
are  only  some  three  of  them,  that  I  can  name." 
To  Italy  again  belongs  the  honor  of  having 
produced  the  greatest  composers  of  the  seven- 
tee  ith  century :  Allegri,  Benevoli,  the  two 


Beenabei  and  some  others,  but  above  all,  Fres- 
COBAEDI,  the  venerable  father  of  the  fuguists 
and  organists,  who  after  him  distinguished  them- 
selves in  the  contrapuntal  style  regenerated 
through  melody.  The  works  of  these  men  will 
always  deserve  the  most  earnest  study,  although 
their  fugues  at  this  day  would  not  stand  the  test 
of  execution.  They  would  lack  effect,  first,  be- 
cause the  themes  are  not  melodious  and  therefore 
not  characteristic  enough,  and  secondly,  because 
the  happiest  successes  in  this  style  depend  on 
those  of  instrumental  music  with  the  grand  or- 
chestra, which  at  that  time  was  next  to  nothing. 
A  fugue  would  not  tell  much  upon  our  present 
musical  hearing,  unless  developed  in  an  imposing 
mass  of  voices  and  instruments,  or  of  instruments 
alone.  Besides  mere  material  effect,  which  is 
here  of  greater  consequence  than  elsewhere,  an- 
other advantage  of  treating  this  style  in  widely- 
extended  relations  and  with  the  intervention  of 
all  the  sonorous  instruments,  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  themes  come  out  more  distinctly,  and  that 
there  are  more  means  of  varying  the  design, 
when  the  combinations  and  antitheses  lie  between 
the  choir  and  the  orchestra.  There  are  a  great 
many  instrumental  figures,  which  singers  cannot 
execute,  while  the  orchestra,  through  the  variety 
of  its  instruments,  through  the  possibility  of  mak- 
ing seven  octaves  available,  and  because  at  this 
day  it  knows  scarcely  any  further  insurmountable 
mechanical  difficulties,  executes  every  thing  and 
fills  out  the  short-comings  of  the  singers  in  all 
cases. 

For  us  the  fugue  will  always  have  only  a  his- 
torical interest,  and  it  first  begins  with  Bach  and 
Handel  to  become  that  musical  enjoyment, 
which  we  require.  With  them  too,  one  might 
say,  i*"  ends,  for  they  are  to  us  so  much  the  per- 
sonification of  the  kind  in  the  entire  purity  of  its 
forms  and  according  to  the  strictness  of  its  laws, 
that  after  Bach  and  H.^xdel  we  scarcely  see 
any  one  else  but  still  again  Bach  and  Handel. 
They  stand  there  isolated  over  against  their  pre- 
decessors and  followers,  and  rule  in  their  original 
sublimity,  the  century  which  came  after  them  in 
the  annals  of  music. 

Two  men  like  these  require  a  greater  space 
than  I  can  give  them  in  the  biography  of  another. 
Besides,  they  have  their  own  biographers,  to 
whom  I  hold  it  my  duty  to  refer  the  reader,  at 
all  events  with  respect  to  Bach,  whose  life  has 
been  written  and  whose  style  analyzed  by  FOR- 
KEL  with  a  talent  worthy  of  the  historian  of  Mu- 
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sic*  But  as  a  foreigner  I  cannot  accept  all  the 
conclusions,  to  which  an  excessive  patriotism  and 
a  sort  of  not  very  philosophical  contempt  for  the 
elegant  or  what  was  once  called  in  Germany,  the 
gallant  style,  have  led  him.  Furkel  does  not 
confess  this,  to  be  sure,  but  he  poorly  conceals  it. 
In  his  extravagance  he  goes  so  far,  as  to  call 
Bach  the  greatest  musical  poet,  and,  what  is 
wholly  incomprehensible,  the  greatest  musical 
declaimer,  that  has  ever  lived.  Bach  a  declaim- 
er !  He  surely  never  expected  such  praise. 
.  Burnet  is  much  more  impartial  in  his  esti- 
mate of  these  two  masters,  both  of  whom  to  him 
were  foreigners.  The  comparison,  which  they 
led  him  to  make,  is  very  short,  in  fact  very  super- 
ficial ;  but  there  is  a  fund  of  truth  in  it,  which 
induces  me  to  copy  here  the  few  lines,  out  of 
which  he  should  have  made  at  least  as  many 
pages  in  his  general  history. 

"  Handel  was  perhaps  the  only  great  Fuguist 
exempt  from  pedantry.  He  seldom  treated  bar- 
ren or  crude  subjects ;  his  themes  being  almost 
always  natural  and  pleasing.  Sebastian  Bach, 
on  the  contrary,  like  Michael  Angelo  in 
painting,  disdained  facility  so  much,  that  his 
genius  never  stooped  to  the  easy  and  graceful. 
I  never  have  seen  a  fugue  by  this  learned  and 
powerful  author  upon  a  motivo,  that  is  natural 
and  chantant ;  or  even  an  easy  and  obvious  pas- 
sage, that  is  not  loaded  with  crude  and  difficult 
accompaniments." 

Without  pretending  to  exhaust  a  comparison, 
which  would  require  long  commentaries,  I  must 
say,  that  the  contrast  pointed  out  by  Burney  was 
the  result  quite  as  much  of  the  difference  of  the 
genius  of  the  two  masters,  as  of  their  relative 
positions.  Handel,  as  opera-writer,  director, 
and  favorite  composer  of  the  nation,  would  have 
striven  to  write  in  a  style  popular  with  those  for 
whom  he  labored,  even  if  the  clearness  of  his 
thoughts  and  style  had  not  already  of  themselves 
insured  this  result.  Bach  on  the  contrary, 
whom  no  interest  of  fame  or  profit  brought  into 
contact  with  the  great  public,  sought  no  popu- 
larity, nor  did  he  feel  the  need  of  it.  Moreover 
nothing  could  have  been  so  repugnant  to  his 
character  as  a  man  and  his  nature  as  an  artist,  as 
the  means,  which  might  have  procured  him  these 
things.  He  loves  to  fathom  the  unknown  depths 
of  harmony,  to  try  all  possible  combinations  of 
chords  and  modulations,  with  regard  to  contra- 
puntal treatment,  even  if  the  ear  at  times  makes 
some  resistance.  He  is  learned,  through  and 
through;  he  shows  a  strength,  which  frequently 
degenerates  to  liardness,  a  novelty  at  times  start- 
ling, a  depth  far  surpassing  the  intelligence  of  the 
common  hearer,  a  greatness  and  sublimity  be- 
yond any  musician  before  him. 

If  we  consider  Bach  and  Handel  as  to  their 
historical  significance,  we  find,  that  the  first  was 
called  to  solve  the  problem  of  the  Oratorio,  which 
had  come  into  competition  some  years  before,  as 
Gluck  solved  somewhat  afterwards  the  problem 
of  musical  Tragedy,  which  was  raised  at  the  same 
time.  Both  alike  possessed  in  the  highest  degree 
the  special  talents,  which  their  respective  ten- 
dencies required. 

B.iCH  for  his  own  part  busied  himself  less  with 
the  formal  applications  of  music,  than  with  music 
itself,  indepently  considered,  and  in  the  depths  of 
its  own  peculiar  lav/s.     The  fountain  head  of  this 

*  Ueber  J.  S.  Bach's  Leben,  Kunst  und  Kunstwei'ke, 
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master  goes  farther  back  than  that  of  Handel, 
since  he  is  in  a  certain  manner  the  continuator  of 
the  Flemish  school,  which  treated  the  Art  in  the 
same  spirit  and  would  have  treated  it  with  the 
same  power,  had  the  material  therefor  existed  to 
its  hands.  Three  centuries  of  progress,  to  which 
Bach's  single  genius  added  the  equivalent  of  a 
fourth  century,  enabled  it  at  length  to  raise  the 
old  Gothic  contrapuntal  art  to  the  height,  where 
it  resembles,  in  its  outward  and  mysterious  maj- 
esty, those  architectural  monuments  which  were 
the  witnesses  of  its  birth,  which  served  it  for  a 
cradle,  and  which,  like  itself,  received  the  epithet 
Gothic,  at  first  in  a  comtemptuous  sense,  but  now 
synonymous  with  all  that  there  is  grand,  and  bold, 
and  wonderful  in  architecture.  Bach  is  the 
musical  patriarch  of  Lutheranism.  His  church 
compositions,  compared  with  the  great  Catholic 
masters,"  express  faithfully  the  spirit  of  both 
modes  of  worship,  at  a  time,  in  which  the  Re- 
formation in  Germany  still  retained  something  of 
its  orignal  hardness. 

Such,  in  general,  are  about  the  results  of  the 
parallel  borrowed  from  Burney,  which  I  have  felt 
obliged  to  strengthen  with  some  indispensable 
features.  Even  in  the  finest  scores  of  Handel 
we  find  rubbish ;  in  the  master-works  of  Bach 
there  is  none,  and  yet  Bach  is  of  a  more  antique 
coloring  than  Handel.  The  reason  is,  because 
the  fashionable  musician  courted  the  applause  of 
his  public,  while  the  Cantor  at  the  St.  Thomas 
Church  in  Leipsic  required  no  such  thing  at  the 
hands  of  his  public,  which  was  composed  of 
scholars  and  subalterns,  who  were  in  duty  bound 
to  obey  him,  and  for  the  rest,  of  artists'^and  con- 
niosseurs,  whose  interest  it  was  to  understand 
him.  One  was  compelled  to  write  much  in  the 
taste  of  his  time ;  the  other,  from  the  moment 
that  he  attained  to  his  classical  maturity,  wrote 
nothing  that  was  not  purely  in  his  own  taste.  A 
good  fortune,  we  repeat  it,  which  he  owed  to  his 
position  and  his  character,  and  to  which  his  works 
owe  their  eternal  freshness.  Alike  wondei-ful  in 
their  fugues  and  in  their  fugued  choruses,  although 
thi-ough  diiferent  means.  Bach  shows  himself,  in 
my  opinion,  as  tlie  greater  artist,  Handel  as  the 
greater  poet.  The  creator  of  the  "  Messiah " 
must  please  more  and  more  universally  in  the 
hearing;  but  the  composer  of  the  "  Well-tempered 
Clavichord"  and  the  "  Chromatic  Fantasia"  will 
interest  more  deeply  in  the  reading  and  in  a  much 
higher  degree  excite  the  admiration  of  musicians, 
who  would  pursue  the  study  of  their  art  as  far  as 
possible.  Their  arias  are  the  weak  side  of  either 
master.  Those  of  Handel  sin,  as  a  general 
rule,  after  the  manner  of  the  old  melodies,  by  a 
formalism,  which  no  longer  speaks  to  us ;  yet  you 
find  some  among  them  which  are  very  beautiful, 
and  which  yield  satisfaction  even  -to  the  connois- 
seurs of  our  day.  The  arias  and  duos  of  Bach, 
for  instance  those  in  his  celebrated  cantata :  Ein 
feste  Burg  ist  vnser  Gott  (A  sure  castle  is  our 
God),  sin  very  often  through  an  entirely  oppo- 
site fault.  They  seem  truly  to  belong  to  no 
epoch,  so  difficult  is  it  to  imagine  that  any  one 
could  ever  have  found  any  great  enjoyment  in 
listening  to  them.  They  are  not  antiquated  ;  for 
that,  which  had  no  youth  and  no  present,  can  not 
grow  old  ;  they  are  repugnant  and  strange.  But 
altliough  Bach  only  followed  his  personal  inspi- 
ration, without  troubling  himself  about  what 
might  or  might  not  please,  yet  he  chanced  also 
upon    melodies,  which  by   their  novelty,   grace, 


freshness  and  expression  certainly  leave  the  love- 
liest arias  behind  them.  Is  there  anything  more 
wonderful,  for  instance,  than  the  number  26  of 
the  Passion,  a  tenor  air  with  chorus,  and  the 
number  33  of  the  same  work :  "  Air  of  Zion," 
that  is  to  say,  a  fugued  duet  between  soprano  and 
contralto,  followed  by  the  sublime  chorus  :  "  The 
lightnings,  the  thunders  in  cioiid  have  retreated  !" 
Quite  modem  music  that,  and  such  masic  1 
[To  be  continued.] 


Martin  Luther's  Discourse  on  Music. 

[Translated  from  the  German.] 

I  wished  from  my  heart  to  praise  and  extol  that 
beautiful  and  artistical  gift  of  God,  the  liberal  art 
of  music  ;  but  I  find  that  it  is  of  such  great  utility, 
and  is  such  a  noble  and  majestic  art,  that  I  do  not 
know  where  I  shoukl  begin  or  end  praising  it,  or 
in  what  manner  and  form  I  should  praise  it,  as 
indeed  it  meriteth  praise  and  the  love  and  esteem 
of  every  one,  and  I  am  hence  so  mnch  over- 
powered by  the  rich  fulness  of  the  praise  of  this 
art,  that  I  cannot  extol  it  sutficiently,  for  who  can 
say  and  show  all  that  might  be  written  and  spoken 
on  this  subject.  Yea,  even  if  one  would  say  and 
show  all,  he  ^vould  nevertheless  forget  much,  and 
it  is  utterly  impossible  that  this  noble  art  can  be 
praised  enough. 

In  the  first  place,  if  we  look  into  the  matter,  we 
shall  find  that  this  art  was,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world,  given  by  God  to  all  and  every  creature, 
and  created  with  all  from  the  beginning  ;  for  there 
is  nothing  in  the  world  which  doth  not  give  from 
itself  a  sound.  Yea,  even  the  air  which  is  in  itself 
invisible  and  incomprehensible,  in  which  there 
seemeth  to  be  the  least  music,  that  is  the  least 
beautiful  sound,  and  which  appeareth  quite  mute 
and  silent,  if  it  be  moved  and  driven  through 
anything,  it  giveth  its  own  music,  its  own  sound, 
and  that  which  was  before  mute,  now  beginneth 
to  have  a  voice,  and  to  become  music,  that  it  may 
be  heard  and  comprehended,  although  it  was  not 
heard  and  comprehended  before,  and  through  it 
doth  the  spirit  reveal  great  and  marvellous  secrets, 
whereof  I  will  not  speak  at  this  present. 

But  the  music  and  sound  of  animals  and  of  birds 
in  particular,  is  far  more  marvellous.  Ah  !  what 
noble  music  it  is,  wherewith  the  Almighty  God  in 
Heaven  has  endowed  his  singing-master,  the  clear 
nightingale  with  her  young  scholars,  and  all  the 
thousands  of  birds  in  the  air,  so  that  everj'  race 
hath  its  own  kind  of  melody,  its  own  sweet,  noble 
voice,  and  wondrous  "coloring,"  which  no  man 
on  earth  can  comprehend.  King  David,  that 
precious  musician,  who  at  his  psaltery  and  harp 
singeth  and  playeth  his  godly  song,  beareth  wit- 
ness himself  with  great  admiration  and  joyous- 
ness  of  spirit,  to  the  wondrous  songs  of  the  birds, 
and  in  the  104th  Psalm  thus  singeth  and  prophe- 
sieth — "  Thereupon  sit  the  birds  of  heaven  and 
sing  among  the  branches." 

But  what  shall  I  say  of  the  voice  of  man  in 
comparison  to  which  all  other  song-s  and  sounds 
are  to  be  counted  as  nought,  for  God  hath  en- 
dowed it  with  such  music,  that  his  surpassing  and 
incomprehensible  goodness  and  wisdom  may  not 
be  understood  even  in  this  single  nature.  The 
philosophers  and  the  learned  have  toiled  much 
and  labored  to  fathom  this  wondrous  work  and  art 
of  the  human  voice,  and  to  find  how  it  is  that  the 
air,  by  s'Uch  a  slight  motion  of  the  tongue,  and  by 
a  still  less  motion  of  the  neck  or  throat,  and 
moreover  in  a  manifold  fashion,  as  it  is  guided 
and  governed  by  the  mind,  can  with  force  and 
might  give  out  words,  sounds,  and  songs,  so  that 
they  are  not  only  distinctly  heard  by  every  one 
at  a  great  distance ;  but  are  also  understood. 
They  have  only  known  how  to  search,  but  have 
not  been  able  to  find;  and  no  one  hath  appeared 
who  hath  been  able  to  say  and  to  show  whence 
Cometh  the  laughter  of  man  (to  say  nothing  of 
the  weeping),  and  how  it  is  that  man  laugheth. 
They  marvel,  but  cannot  explain,  and  thus  the 
matter  remaineth  as  it  was.  Those  who  have 
more  time  than  we,  we  recommend  to  reflect  on 
the   immeasurable   wisdom   of  God  as  displayed 
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in  this  single  creature.  I  merely  wished  to 
touch  on  it  brief!}'. 

Now  should  I  speak  of  the  use  of  this  noble 
art,  which  is  so  great,  that  no  one,  however  elo- 
quent, can  set  it  forth  sufficiently,  I  can  show  one 
thing  to  which  experience  beareih  witness,  and 
that  is,  that  accorclinp;  to  the  Holy  Word  of  God, 
nothing  deserveth  to  be  so  highlj'  praised  and  e.x- 
tolled  as  music,  and  for  this  reason,  that  music  is 
the  strong  and  mighty  governor  of  every  move- 
ment of  the  human  heart,  (to  say  nought  of  the 
hearts  of  beasts  at  present,)  by  which  man  is 
often  governed  and  overcome,  even  as  it  were  by 
a  master. 

Nothing  on  earth  is  stronger,  to  make  the  sad 
joyful,  the  joyful  sad,  and  the  timid  bold,  to 
charm  the  haughty  to  humility,  to  calm  and  quiet 
hot  and  e.xcessive  love,  to  lessen  envy  and  hatred, 
and  if  any  one  can  recount  to  me  all  the  emo- 
tions of  the  human  heart,  by  which  people  are 
swayed,  and  driven  either  to  virtue  or  vice,  I  will 
say,  that  nothing  is  more  mighty  than  music  to 
curb  and  govern  these  same  emotions  of  the  mind. 
Yea,  the  Holy  Ghost  himself  praiseth  and  honor- 
eth  this  noble  art,  as  the  instrument  of  his  pur- 
pose, leaving  witness  in  the  holy  scriptures,  that 
his  gifts,  that  is  the  impelling  and  incitement  to 
all  kinds  of  virtues,  dnd  good  works,  were. by 
music  given  to  the  prophets,  as  we  see  in  the  case 
of  the  prophet  Elisha,  who,  when  he  was  about 
to  prophecy,  ordered  that  a  minstrel  should  be 
brought  to  him,  and  when  the  minstrel  played 
upon  the  strings  then  came  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
upon  him.  Again  the  Scripture  showeth  that 
Satan,  who  leads  people  to  all  vice  and  badness, 
is  expelled  by  music,  as  is  seen  in  the  case  of 
King  Saul,  over  whom,  when  the  Spirit  of  God 
came,  David  took  the  harp,  and  played  with  his 
hand,  upon  which  Saul  revived  and  became  bet- 
ter, and  the  evil  spirit  left  him.  Hence,  the  holy 
fathers  have  not  in  vain  set  the  word  of  God  to 
music  in  various  ways,  that  music  might  always 
abide  with  the  church,  and  we  have  therefore  so 
many  precious  songs  and  psalms,  which  both  by 
the  words  and  the  music  set  the  heart  of  man  in 
motion.  In  brutes,  and  in  stringed  and  other  in- 
struments, we  only  hear  sound  without  words. 
To  man  alone,  above  all  other  creatures  was 
given  speech  with  his  voice,  that  he  might  know 
and  be  able  to  praise  God  at  the  same  time  with 
clear  melodious  discourse,  and  glorify  God's  wis- 
dom and  goodness,  so  that  beautiful  words,  and 
charming  sounds  might  be  heard  at  once. 

If  we  could  compare  men  one  with  another,  and 
consider  the  voice  of  each,  so  should  we  find  what 
a  noble  and  manifold  creator  is  God  in  the 
distribution  of  the  human  voice,  and  what  a 
great  distinction  there  is  in  voice,  speed,  and  ex- 
pression, even  though  each  one  shall  labor  to 
acquire  the  manner  of  another,  and  to  be  like  him, 
and  to  imitate  all  like  the  ape.  But  when  the 
music  of  nature  is  sharpened  and  polished  by  art, 
then  for  the  first  time  will  be  partly  seen  and  re- 
cognized (for  wholly  comprehend  and  understood 
it  cannot  be)  the  great  and  perfect  wisdom  of  God 
in  his  marvellous  work  Music,  and  that  with  great 
admiration.  And  it  is  above  all  marvellous  that 
one  shall  sing  a  ^'Schlechte  Weise,"  or  a  tenor  (as 
the  musicians  have  if),  while  three,  four,  or  five 
other  voices  shall  sing  likewise,  as  it  were  with 
rejoicings  round  the  said  tenor,  and  play  and 
spring,  and  adorn  the  same  melody  in  a  wondrous 
fashion,  and  lead  as  it  were  a  heavenly  dance, 
while  they  meet  in  friendship  and  embrace  like 
lovers  ;  so  that  those  who  have  a  little  understand- 
ing in  such  matters  and  are  moved,  feel  greatly 
astonished,  and  thmk  there  is  nothing  more  extra- 
ordinary in  the  world  than  such  a  song  adorned 
by  a  number  of  voices.  But  he  who  findeth 
therein  no  pleasure,  and  is  unmoved  at  these 
delightful  wonders,  must  naturally  be  a  dull  log 
who  is  not  worthy  to  hear  such  charming  music, 
but  only  the  wild  ass-braying  of  the  choral,  or  the 
song  and  music  of  hounds  and  hogs. 

But  I  need  not  say  very  much  more,  for  the 
subject  and  the  use  of  this  noble  art  is  f;ir  too 
great  and  rich  to  be  exhausted  in  so  short  a  time. 
Hence  I  will  recommend  this  art  to  every  one, 
and  to  young  people  in  particular,  and  admonish 
them  that  they  let  this  precious,  useful,  and  glad- 


some gift  of  God  be  to  them  dear  and  sacred,  as 
one  by  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  which  they 
may  at  times  dispel  bad  thoughts,  and  avoid  vice 
and  ill  company.  And  also  that  they  may  accus- 
tom themselves  to  recognize  God  the  Creator  in 
this  his  creature,  and  to  praise  and  extol  him,  and 
diligently  shun  those  who'are  spoiled  by  unchaste- 
ness,  and  abuse  this  beautiful  nature  and  art  (as 
unchaste  poets  pervert  their  own)  to  shameful, 
mad,  and  lewd  love,  and  moreover  that  they  be 
certain  that  the  devil  hath  driven  such  persons 
against  nature.  And  forasmuch  as  nature  should 
and  will  honor  God  alone,  the  Creator  of  all 
creatures,  with  such  a  noble  gift,  so  are  these  ill- 
thriven  children  and  changelings  wrought  on  by 
Satan  that  they  may  rob  the  Lord  God  of  such  a 
gift,  and  honor  and  serve  the  devil,  who  is  an 
enemy  to  God,  to  nature,  and  also  to  this  delight- 
ful art. 

Note. — The  above  curious  tract  is  dated  1558.  Rugc^ed 
and  tautolo.^iciU  as  the  style  may  appear,  the  translator 
offers  rio  apology  on  that  account.  On  the  contrary,  he 
regrets  that  from  a  pure  want  of  English  words  to  answer 
to  some  of  the  full  German  repetitions,  many  an  expres- 
sion is  omitted,  and  that  the  hard  energetic  style  of  the 
stout  old  reformer  is,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  in  a  great 
measure  diluted. — Lontkni  Musical  World.  1839. 


TO    THE    SOUTH    WIND. 

BY   CHARLES  LAMB. 

0,  Southern  Wind ! 

Long  hast  thou  lingered  midst  these  islands  fair. 

Which  lie  like  jewels  in  the  Indian  deep. 

Or  green  waves,  all  asleep, 

Fed  by  the  summer  suns  and  azuro  air. 

0,  sweetest  Southern  Wind ! 

Wilt  thou  not  now  unbind 

Thy  dai-k  and  crowned  hair  ? 

Wilt  thou  not  unloose  now 

In  this — the  bluest  of  .all  hours — 

Thy  passion-colored  flowers  ? 

And  shaking  the  fine  fragrance  from  thy  brow, 

Kiss  our  girls'  laughing  lips  .and  youthful  eyes, 

And  all  that  world  of  love  which  round  them  lies, 

Breathing,  and  wann,  and  white,  purer  than  snow. 

0,  thou  sweet  Southern  Wind! 

Come  to  me,  and  unbind 

The  languid  blossoms  which  oppress  thy  brow. 

We,  whom  the  Northern  blast 

Blows  on  from  night  to  morn,  from  morn  to  eve, 

Hearing  thee,  sometimes  grieve 

That  our  brief  summer  days  not  long  must  last; 

And  yet,  perhaps,  't  were  well 

We  should  not  ever  dwell 

With  thee,  sweet  spirit  of  the  sunny  South, 

But  touch  thy  odorous  moitth 

Once — and  be  gone  unto  our  blasts  again, 

And  their  bleak  welcome,  and  our  wintry  snow; 

And  arm  us  (by  enduring)  for  that  pain 

Which  the  bad  world  sends  forth — and  all  its  woe. 


Lowell  Mason. 
The  New  York  correspondent  of  the   Boston 
Evening  Transcript,  in  a  letter  of  July  14,  writes 
as  follows  of  Mr.  Lowell  Mason  and  his  forth- 
coming musical  work  : 

Mr.  Lowell  Mason,  whom  you  Bostonians  so 
well  know,  is  engaged  upon  his  crowning  musical 
work.  It  is  to  be  called  "  The  Hallelujah," 
and  will  contain  the  maturest  flowerings  of  a 
mind  of  great  natural  strength  and  activity, 
enriched  with  half  a  century  of  assiduous  and  well 
directed  culture.  Mr.  Mason  is  the  author  of 
fifty  musical  works,  over  forty  of  which  were 
written  and  published  in  Boston,  two  in  London, 
and  four  in  this  city.  Among  these  are  the 
Boston  Academy's  Collection,  and  the  famous 
Handel  and  Haydn  Society's  Collection,  which 
ran  through  thirty-five  editions ;  also,  the  Carmina 
Sacra,  which  has  had  a  larger  sale  than  any  other 
music  book  ever  published.  Beside  editing  the 
fifty  books  mentioned,  Mr.  Mason  has  always  been 
extensively  engaged  in  lecturing  and  teaching, 
and  how  he  1ms  ever  got  through  with  all  liis 
work  is  a  mystery.     I  have  been  informed  that  it 


has  always  been  his  practice  to  rise  about  8  o'clock 
and  go  down  to  breakfast,  where  there  would  be 
lying  beside  his  plate  a  batch  of  music  proof,  which 
he  would  examine  and  correct  while  breakfasting. 
At  9  o'clock,  his  teaching  and  other  public  labors 
would  begin,  and  continue  until  dinner  time.  By 
the  side  of  his  plate  at  dinner  would  be  another 
lot  of  proof,  which  he  would  correct  as  he  dined. 
After  dinner,  he  would  again  engage  in  teaching, 
lecturing,  or  other  business ;  and  at  tea  there  would 
be  more  proof  to  be  examined  and  corrected. 
After  tea,  he  would  give  a  lesson  in  music  to  some 
class  or  to  his  choir,  unless  otherwise  engaged,  and 
then  return  home  and  work  till  midnight,  and 
often  till  2  o'clock  in  the  morning.  It  is  said  that 
for  twenty  years  he  was  never  known  to  spend 
even  a  half  a  day  in  mere  amusement.  His  labor 
was  a  labor  of  lovS,  and  consequently  his  work 
was  his  recreation.  It  is  thus  that  Mr.  Mason  has 
been  enabled  to  write  fifty  works,  instruct  thou- 
sands in  music,  lecture  far  and  wide,  travel  over 
the  United  States  and  Europe,  amass  a  splendid 
fortune  and  give  away  another  fortune,  for  his 
industry  is  only  equalled  by  his  benevolence. 
And  now,  "The  Hallelujah"  is  to  be  the  crowning 
work  of  this  long  and  useful  life.  It  will  doubtless 
be  a  magnificent  production,  worthy  of  its  author 
and  our  country,  which  has  thus  far  taken  the 
lead  of  all  the  world  in  works  of  Psalmody. 


Maretzek's  New  Opera  Troupe. 

We  find  in  the  Courier  des  Etats  Vhis,  (which 
by  the  way,  is  one  of  the  best  of  our  papers,)  an 
account  of  the  new  Opera  Company  at  Casde 
Garden,  which  seems  to  us  fuller  than  any  that 
we  have  seen : 

"  Taken  altogether,  we  may  say  that  the  Castle 
Garden  Company  is  the  best  that  we  have  had 
since  the  famous  Havana  Company,  upon  the 
debris  of  which  we  have  had  to  exist  for  four  or 
five  years.  It  possesses  a  quality  which  had 
become  to  us  almost  Utopian — it  is  young  ;  and 
brings  us  out  from  that  system  of  singing  ruins 
to  which  the  speculators  in  great  names  appear 
to  wish  to  devote  the  United  States ;  instead  of 
a  celebrity  already  in  a  decline,  this  company 
offers  to  us  a  union  of  new  artists,  who  are  the 
more  devoted  to  the  public,  because  they  have 
to  stand  upon  their  actual  merits  alone,  and  are 
fuller  of  emulation,  because  all  of  them  have  the 
same  position  and  an  equal  chance.  It  is  far 
better,  as  we  have  often  said,  to  have  singers  who 
have  yet  a  reputation  to  make,  than  those  who 
bring  their  renown  ready  made  with  them,  and 
live  on  their  superannuated  glory. 

"  Signora  V.aleuie  Gomez  is  not  one  of 
those  brilliant  prime  donne  who  carry  the  en- 
thusiasm of  their  audiences  by  storm,  by  dint  of 
dazzling  roulades.  Her  voice  is  far  from  allow- 
ing all  those  audacious  feats  of  singing  to  which 
we  have  become  habituated.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  she  possesses  those  sure  and  conscientious 
talents,  which  attain  a  success  the  more  solid  and 
durable,  for  the  very  reason  that  they  have  never 
been  employed  in  conquering  surprise,  or  in  the 
tricks  of  the  trade.  She  belongs  to  the  school  of 
Mme.  Persiani,  which  has  produced  so  few  pupils, 
because  it  is  the  most  difficult,  and  at  first  sight 
the  most  ungrateful  of  all.  That  is  to  say,  she 
owes  more  to  labor  and  to  art,  properly  so  called, 
than  to  nature.  In  itself,  her  voice  is  wanting  in 
force  and  compass,  and  perhaps  does  not  possess 
those  vibrating  and  sympathetic  notes,  the  eiFect 
of  which  is  so  great  that  their  use  has  at  last  been 
carried  even  to  abuse.  But,  an  exquisite  method,, 
a  sure  taste,  and  a  care  which  never  forgets  itself, 
give  to  her  singing  a  kind  of  tranquil  charm, 
which  captivates  by  degrees.     In  this  respect  she 
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nearly  approaebea  Mme.  Bosio,  but  with  a  higher 
artistic  perfection  and  less  b)-io  in  the  organ. 
Beside  this,  hke  Bosio,  Mme.  Valerie  Gomez  is 
certainly  destined  to  shine  at  Paris,  and  perhaps 
even  with  a  greater  eclat. 

"  What  we  have  said  of  the  prima  donna,  may, 
in  many  points,  be  applied  also  to  her  partner 
oblige.  Sig.  Beraldi  is,  perhaps,  the  most  com- 
plete tenor  whom  we  have  had,  in  this  respect, 
that  he  unites  in  himself  voice  and  musical  knowl- 
edge, two  things  which  we  were  almost  beginning 
to  think  entirely  incompatible.  His  organ  is  of 
excellent  tone  ;  and  with  more  nerve  and  bold- 
ness, and  a  more  certain  equality  in  the  transition 
of  the  registers,  he  would  produce  an  electric 
etfect.  We  are  almost  obliged  to  address  to 
Beraldi  a  reproach,  which  singers  rarely  incur — 
that  of  a  want  of  confidence  in  himself  The 
care  with  which  he  sings  degenerates  almost  into 
hesitation,  and  he  too  openly  makes  the  audience 
assist  in  the  labors  of  the  artist.  More  warmth 
and  abandon  would,  we  think,  be  quite  compati- 
ble with  the  qualities  which  Beraldi  possesses, 
and  would  contribute  to  bring  them  into  bolder 
relief  Such  as  he  is,  however,  we  think  our- 
selves fortunate  in  possessing  him,  and  Maretzek 
deserves  especial  thanks  for  having  given  us  such 
an  artist  at  a  time  when  tenors  threaten  to  become 
as  scarce  as  the  black  swan  of  the  poet : 

Kara  avis  in  ten-is,  nigra  que  similHma  cygno. 

"  According  to  the  general  impression,  the  most 
spontaneous  success  has  been  that  of  the  baritone, 
GuAziANi.  We  may  add,  too,  that  it  has  been 
an  entirely  legitimate  success.  A  full  voice,  of 
good  tone  and  well  balanced,  a  large  and  clear 
style  of  singing,  great  ease  both  of  diction  and  of 
action,  render  Graziani  one  of  those  artists  who 
awaken  sympathy  on  first  acquaintance.  To  tell 
the  truth  also,  he  had  not  to  contend  against  the 
same  prejudices  nor  to  satisfy  the  same  require- 
ments that  Gomez  and  Beraldi  were  obli;;c(l  to 
meet.  Ilis  part,  too,  exposed  him  to  fewer  dan- 
gers. But  these  observations  should  not  detract 
from  his  merits.  In  Maria  di  Rohan,  especially, 
he  proved  himself  a  singer,  and  an  eminent 
actor. 

"  In  this  same  opera  appeared  for  the  first  time 
the  contralto,  Signora  Martini  d'Ormy,  in  the 
character  of  Armando  de  Gondi.  There  is  always 
in  this  masculine  costume,  cavalierl)-  ^^■orn  by  a 
woman,  a  prestige  and  a  piquancy  that  rarely 
fail  to  captivate  the  public.  Signora  d'Oumy 
possesses  in  the  highest  degree  all  that  can 
make  her  shine  in  the  short  cloak  ;  the  advantage 
of  her  figure,  boldness  of  manner,  and  gallantry 
of  demeanor.  Add  to  this  a  magnificent  voice, 
and  you  will  easily  understand  that  she  has  pro- 
duced a  wonderful  effect.  She  brings  to  the 
stage,  perhaps  in  excess,  precisely  what  is  want- 
ing in  Beraldi  and  Gomez,  fire  and  passion  ;  and 
her  debut  was  a  veritable  ovation.  Since  then 
she  has  been  judged  more  coolly,  in  Luisa  Miller, 
and  defects  are  discovered.  Her  singin"  is  ab- 
rupt and  ill  regulated ;  she  jerks  out  notes  and 
gestures  at  the  same  moment ;  she  is  deficient 
in  solid  method  as  a  singer,  and  in  control  over 
her  action  as  an  actress.  But,  after  all,  remains 
her  magnificent  organ,  and  if  she  is,  as  is  said, 
at  the  beginning  of  her  career,  and  if,  as  is  also 
said,  she  works  with  the  devotion  of  a  real  artist, 
we  may  predict  for  her  one  of  the  finest  futures 
of  the  Italian  opera." 


ANTWERP. 

£T  ELIZABETH   G.   BARBER. 

When  pilgrim  thoughts  retrace  their  way, 
Where  the  lone  warder.  Memory,  waits, 

Again  as  in  a  bj-gone  day, 
I  stand  by  Antwerp's  ancient  gates. 

The  self-same  scene  my  vision  gi-eets. 
The  ivied  towers,  the  blackened  walls; 

And  o'er  the  long  and  winding  streets, 
The  sunset's  golden  glory  falls. 

I  pause  where  Eubens  silent  stands,  . 

Amid  the  city's  busy  mart, 
With  soul-lit  brow,  and  folded  hands. 

Of  Antwerp's  noblest  fame  a  part. 

I  meet  again  each  Flemish  face. 

Which  well  might  be  tlie  painter's  theme; 
Nor  softer  ej'RS,  nor  purer  grace, 

Could  haunt  the  poet's  raptured  dream. 

I  seek  the  haunts  old  painters  sought. 
Where  Teniers  wooed  divinest  art; 

The  spot  where  Quintin  Matsys  wrought 
For  Love  and  Fame  with  giant  heart. 

The  summer's  brightest  sunbeams  gleam 
O'er  hoary  towers  from  smiling  skies. 

And  o'er  the  Scheldt's  delicious  stream, 
A  golden  path  of  ripples  lies. 

Then  as  those  gleams  of  beauty  fade 

And  soften  into  twilight  time, 
Slow  stealing  through  the  gathering  shade, 

I  hear  the  bells  of  vesper  chime. 

Down  from  the  old  cathedral  tower, 
Their  notes  of  dream-like  music  fall, 

The  holiest  voices  of  the  hour, 
And  welcomed  like  an  angel's  call. 

I  mingle  with  the  crowd  once  more, 

As  in  that  vesper  hour  gone  by; 
And  following  through  the  arched  door, 

I  pause  amid  them  silently. 

Through  fretted  arches  high  and  dim, 

I  hear  the  organ's  mighty  swells, 
The  chorus  of  the  chanted  hymn, 

And  over  all,  the  chiming  bells. 

The  white-robed  priests,  the  murmured  prayer 
The  wreathing  incense  o'er  the  crowd. 

The  shadowy  forms  of  sculpture  rare. 
The  groups  in  silent  worship  bowed. 

The  pictures  shining  through  the  shades, 
Touched  by  the  sunset's  fading  glow, 

The  misty  light  through  long  arcades, 
The  chequered  marble  just  below. 

These  touch  me  with  a  dreamy  spell. 

As  'neath  a  seraph's  wing  I  bow; 
These  lips  of  mine  can  never  tell 

The  silent  awe  that  thrills  me  now. 

The  vision  fades,  the  ancient  towers 

In  evening  shadows  fade  away, 
Again  as  in  the  by-gone  hours, 

I  turn  upon  my  pilgrim  way. 

Oh,  Antwerp!  for  that  hour's  dear  sake 

I  keep  thy  golden  memories  yet; 
This  heart  of  mine  must  chill  or  break. 

Ere  I  thy  loveliness  forget. 

N.  Havtn  Journal  and  Courier. 


.Singular — An  aurist  of  Berlin  became  recent- 
ly the  victim  of  a  cure  efllected  upon  the  ear  of  a 
patient.  This  patient  was  then  deaf.  After  some 
months'  treatment,  the  physician  took  him  to  the 
opera,  on  an  evening  when  one  of  Spontini's  lyric 
tragedies  was  to  be  performed.  Spontini,  you  re- 
member, was  the  Verdi  of  his  time,  and  the  brass 
and  kettle-drums  in  his  work  are  rarely  allowed  a 
moment  of  repose.  During  the  first  act,  and  in 
the  midst  of  a  clamorous  passage,  the  physician 
asked,  by  signs,  if  bis  friend  heard  the  music.  No, 
was  the  reply.  At  the  end  of  the  second  act  he 
repeated  his  inquiry  and  received  a  similar 
answer.  During  a  grand  crescendq  in  the  third 
act,    the    physician    noticed    an    extraordinary 


expression  of  delight  upon  his  patient's  counten- 
ance. What !  do  you  hear  ?  he  asked.  A  nod 
was  the  reply. — "Why,  what  a  curious  phase  of 
deafness,"  said  the  aurist ;  "  the  orchestra  is  not 
playing."  At  the  very  moment  when  the  deaf  man 
recovered  his  hearing  the  well  man  became  deaf! 
The  malady  had  jumped  from  one  tympanum  to 
another,  just  as  the  rheumatism  hops  from  joint  to 
joint  and  from  limb  to  limb. 


Cromwell's  Army  in  the  Cathedrals. 
With  regard  to  the  general  destruction  of 
organs  and  choir-books  by  the  Cromwell  army, 
the  following  extracts  from  a  rare  and  curious 
tract  entitled  "  Mercurius  Rusticus,  or  the  Coun- 
try's Complaint  of  the  Sacrileges,  Profhanations, 
and  Plunderings  committed  by  the  Schismatiques 
on  the  Cathedral  Churches  of  this  kingdom,"  will 
show  what  barbarities  were  committed  by  them. 
Dr.  Paske  in  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Holland  says, 
"  Sir  Richard  Lovesaj-,  with  many  soldiers,  came 
to  our  officers  and  commanded  them  to  give  up 
the  key  of  the  church  (Canterbury  Cathedral), 
when  the  soldiers  entering  the  church,  »  *  * 
violated  the  monuments  of  the  dead,  spoyled  the 
organs,  *  »  »  forced  open  the  cupboards  of 
the  singing  men,  rent  their  surplices,  mangled  all 
our  service  books,  bestrewing  the  pavement  with 
the  leaves  thereof."  At  Rochester,  "  they  leave 
the  distructive  and  spoyling  part  to  be  finished  by 
the  common  soldiers  ;  brake  down  the  organs,  and 
dashing  the  pipes  with  their  pole-axes,  scoflingly 
said,  '  Hark,  how  the  organs  go.'  They  force 
open  the  doors  of  locks  or  desks,  wherein  the 
singing  men  laid  up  their  prayer  and  singing 
books;  they  rent  the  singing  books  in  pieces,  and 
scattered  the  torn  leaves  all  over  the  church." 
At  Winchester,  "  they  entered  the  (Cathedral) 
church  with  colours  flying,  drums  beating,  and 
their  matches  fired.  *  *  *  They  rode  up 
tlirough  the  body  of  the  church  and  quire  until 
they  came  to  the  altar ;  there  they  began  their 
work;  they  pluck  down  the  table  and  brake  the 
rail ;  and  afterwards  carrying  it  to  an  ale-house, 
they  set  it  on  fire,  and  in  that  fire  burnt  the  books 
of  Common  Prayer,  and  all  the  singing  books  be- 
longing to  the  quire;  they  throw  down  the  organ, 
and  break  the  stones  of  the  New  Testament." 
At  Westminster  Abbey,  the  soldiers  of  Caewood's 
and  Westbone's  companies  "  were  quartered  in 
the  Abbey  church,  where  tliey  brake  down  the 
rail  about  the  altar,  and  burnt  it  in  the  place 
where  it  stood  :  they  brake  down  the  organ  and 
pawned  the  pipes  at  several  ale-houses  for  pots  of 
ale.  They  put  on  some  of  the  singing  men's  sur- 
passes, and  in  contempt  of  that  canonical  habit 
ran  up  and  down  the  church;  he  that  wore  the 
surpless  was  the  hare,  the  rest  were  the  hounds." 
At  Exeter  Cathedral,  "  they  brake  down  the 
organs,  and  taking  two  or  three  hundred  pipes 
with  them,  in  a  scornful  contemptuous  manner 
went  up  and  down  the  street,  piping  with  them, 
and  meeting  with  some  of  the  choristers  of  the 
church,  scofEngly  told  them,  'Boys,  we  have 
spoyled  your  trade,  you  must  go  and  sing  hot 
pudding  pies'  "  The  same  enormities  were  com- 
mitted in  nearly  all  the  Cathedrals  and  Churches 
in  England ;  indeed,  so  effectual  had  been  the 
destruction  of  organs  and  choir-books  that,  (says 
Dr.  Burney),  "  when  the  heads  of  the  church  set 
about  re-establishing  the  Cathedral  service,  it 
was  equally  difficult  to  find  instruments,  per- 
formers' books,  and  singers  able  to  do  the  requi- 
site duty.  For  organ  builders,  organ  players, 
and  choir-men  having  been  obliged  to  seek  new 
means  of  subsistence,  the  former  became  common 
carpenters  and  joiners ;  and  the  latter,  who  did 
not  enter  into  the  king's  army,  privately  taught 
the  lute,  virginal,  or  such  miserable  psalmody  as 
was  publickly  allowed."  Mathew.  Locke  states 
(vide  Present  Practice  of  Musick  Vindicated,  p. 
19,  r2mo.  1G73)  that,  "for  above  a  year  after  the 
opening  of  his  Majesty's  Chappel,  the  orderers  of 
the  'nusick  there  were  necessitated  to  supply  the 
superior  parts  of  their  musick  with  cornets  and 
men's  feigned  voices,  there  being  not  one  lad  for 
all  that  time  capable  of  singing  his  part  readily." 
The  services  and  anthems  at  first  chiefly  used 
after   the   restoration,   were  those  contained   in 
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Barnard's  collection,  with  such  others  as  could 
be  recovered  in  MS.  till  new  compositions  were 
added  by  the  reinstated  and  new-appointed  mas- 
ters. 


English  Glee  and  Madrigal  Union. 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  observing  the  great 
and  still  growing  success  of  this  excellent  societj'. 
Their  concert  at  Willis's  Rooms  attracted  an  ele- 
gant assemblage,  who  crowded  the  room  to  the 
Tery  doors,  and  listened  with  delight  to  a  beautiful 
description  of  music,  which  is,  above  all  others, 
most  thoroughly  and  peculiarly  English. 

For  three  centuries  the  Madrigal  has  flourished 
in  England.  In  the  days  of  Queen  Bess,  to  be 
able  to  take  a  part  in  a  Madrigal,  "  after  supper, 
when  the  books  were  laid  upon  the  table,"  as  old 
Morley  says,  was  an  almost  indispensable  accom- 
plishment in  good  society.  If  you  could  not  do 
this,  people  looked  at  you,  and  wondered  "  where 
you  were  brought  up."  And  the  madrigals  of  those 
days — first  the  works  of  great  Italian  masters  im- 
ported into  England,  and  then  the  works  of 
Englishmen  who  rivalled  the  Italians  themselves 
— are  specimens  of  pare  and  beautiful  vocal  har- 
mony, which  the  utmost  efforts  of  modern 
com]>osers  have  been  unable  to  equal.  A  modern 
madrigal  is  like  a  modern  statue — the  highest 
praise  you  can  give  it  is,  that  it  approaches  the 
antique.  From  the  madrigal  sprang  the  alee;  a 
field  of  composition  in  which  the  most  illustrious 
English  musicians  have  won  their  brighest  laurels. 
In  this  field  we  have  a  line  of  heroes,  amonc 
whom  we  may  reckon  the  names  of  Purcell,  Arne, 
Webbe,  Stevens,  Callcott,  Horsloy,  Bishop,  and 
many  others  of  scarcely  inferior  note,  whose  names 
will  live  forever  in  the  annals  of  English  music. 

It  is  too  much  the  fashion  at  present  to  exalt 
foreign  musicians  of  all  sorts,  at  the  expense  of  our 
own.  If  foreign  superiority  is  the  rule,  it  is  sub- 
ject to  an  immense  amount  of  exceptions,  as  could 
easily  be  shown.  In  no  branch  of  the  art  is  this 
so  much  the  case  as  in  the  vocal  harmony.  The 
fancied  superiority  of  the  Germans  to  ourselves  in 
this  department  is  altogether  a  mistake.  When 
the  Cologne  singers  were  here  lately,  they  were 
praised  as  extravagantly  as  if  vocal  harmony  had 
never  before  been  heard  in  England.  They  did 
indeed  sing  together  very  beautifully,  with  re- 
markable care,  precision,  attention  to  the  lights  and 
shades  of  sound,  and  unity  of  effect.  For  all  this 
they  are  justly  praised ;  but  then  they  were 
praised  as  if  all  these  fine  qualities  had  been 
hitherto  unknown  in  England.  For  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  our  best  English  madrigal 
and  glee  singers  not  only  sing  as  well,  but  sing 
much  better  music.  The  German  part  songs  of 
the  Cologne  singers  were  not  for  a  moment  to  be 
compared  to  the  magnificent  madrigals  and  glees 
of  which  England  possesses  such  rich  treasures  ; 
and,  as  to  the  manner  of  performance,  it  is  sheer 
affectation  to  pretend  that  those  foreigners  excell- 
ed in  any  particular — in  quality  of  voices — in 
purity  of  harmony — in  delicacy,  refinement,  or 
expression — the  glee  and  madrigal  singers  whom 
we  heard  yesterday. 

At  the  concerts  of  this  society,  the  glees  and 
part-songs  for  solo  voices  are  sung  by  its  members 
— Mrs.  Eiidersohn,  Mrs.  Lockley,  Mr.  Lockley, 
Mr.  Hobbs,  and  Mr.  H.  Phillips.  For  the  madri- 
gals there  is  a  chorus  of  sixteen  additional  voices, 
all  of  them  excellent  and  well  trained.  The  selec- 
tion of  yesterday  was  of  the  greatest  interest.  It 
included,  among  other  beautilul  things,  Barnett's 
fine  madrigal,  "Merrily  wake  music's  measure," 
StQvens's  grand  strain  of  solemn  harmony,  "The 
Cl-Oud-capt  Towers  ; "  Cooke's  lovely  glee,  as  fresh 
as  a  spring  morning,  "  Hark  the  lark  at  heaven's 
gate  sings;"  Bishop's  (or  rather  Arne's,  for  Bishop 
has  only  added  parts  to  it)  "Under  the  greenwood 
tree ;"  Wilby e's  "Flora  gave  me  fairest  flowers,"  an 
Elizabethan  gem  of  the  purest  water;  Linley's 
"  Let  me  careless  and  unthoughtful  lying,"  the 
finest  modern  madrigal  extant ;  Horsley's  exquisite 
glee  "  See  the  chariot  ;"  and  a  new  glee,  by  J.  L. 
Ilatton,  "  The  hunt  is  up,"  a  very  clever  compo- 
sition, with  a  fine  antique  flavor. 

Between  the  parts,  Mr.  Hatton  played  the  first 
movement  of  Beethoven's  Sonata  in  C,    one  of 


the  beautiful  set  dedicated  to  Haydn,  in  so  mas- 
terly a  style  that  we  for  our  part,  would  have  been 
glad  if  he  had  gone  on  to  the  end.  But  this  would 
have  been  at  variance  with  one  agreeable  feature 
of  these  concerts — their  brevity.  They  never  last 
above  an  hour  and  a  half,  leaving  the  audience 
delighted  without  being  sated,  and  desiring  a  rep- 
etition of  the  pleasure. — London  News. 
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Editorial  Correspondence. 

NoKTH  CoxwAY,  N.  H.,  July  31, 1855. 

It  is  the  last  of  the  long  July  days.  So  says 
the  almanac,  although  there  shall  be  more  such 
days,  nor  is  the  glorious  high  noon  of  the  year, 
we  trust,  nigh  spent.  Thank  Heaven  !  we  have- 
realized  the  season,  for  these  last  few  days. 
Faithless  to  musical  Journalism  and  to  you,  dear 
reader,  we  have  renewed  our  loyalty  to  Nature 
and  to  Summer,  having  had  just  truant  energy 
enough  to  run  away  and  touch  and  feel  the  rein- 
vigorating  earth  again  before  all  strength  had 
ignominiously  ebbed  away  from  us  in  yon  dull, 
poisonous  atmosphere  of  city  life.  This  day  has 
been  a  day  indeed!  We  have  not  drudged  and 
sweltered  through  it  in  our  hot  little  editorial 
sanctum  there  in  School  Street,  (called  sanctum 
for  the  same  reason  that  the  auri  James  is  called 
sacra').,  tantalized  to  think  how,  one  by  one,  the 
longed  for  summer  days,  life's  golden  opportuni- 
ties, were  slipping  through  our  hands,  and  sum- 
mer none  the  nearer  for  our  so  sweating  in  its 
warm  embrace  ;  nay,  half  repenting  that  dear 
love  for  Music  which  we  had  allowed  to  plant  us 
there  before  that  desk  with  pledge  to  write  each 
summer  week  such  meagre  chronicles  and  specu- 
lations about  her  goings  and  comings,  her  fashions 
and  her  influences,  or  stupid  epitaphs  upon  her 
absence,  when  we  might  better  follow  her  free 
spirit,  far  away  from  her  deserted  artificiiil  show 
places  and  theatres  of  gossip,  to  these  breezy 
mountains  and  these  meadows  green  and  musical 
with  waters  and  with  "  wood  notes  wild."  These 
days  have  been  too  good  to  write  about ;  that  is, 
to  journalize  about :  unless  one  could  create 
them  quite  anew  in  some  fresh  form  of  Art  or 
Poetry,  their  memory  were  more  worthily  em- 
balmed in  silence,  their  influence  only  ripening, 
one  would  fain  trust,  in  his  whole  life  hence- 
forward. Yet  somewhat  we  must  write,  to  earn 
the  sweets  of  this  our  our  brief  vacation ;  even 
here,  beyond  sound  of  the  locomotive's  whistle, 
the  musical  journal  has  to  be  remembered,  the 
printer  must  have  "  copy,"  and  the  kind  friend 
who  vicariously  occupies  our  prison,  while  we 
wander  free,  must  not  be  overtaxed.  For  this 
we  violate  the  charm  of  silence  and  spoil  the 
blessing  of  a  beautiful,  full  day. 

But  you  must  come  to  us.  Sit  down  with  us 
upon  the  door  step  here  of  our  friend's  hospitable 
summer  home,  just  as  the  sun  of  a  most  gorgeous 
day  goes  down  behind  the  long  level  ridge  of  the 
superb  Mote  Mountain,  that  bounds  the  scene 
before  us,  its  wooded  wall  upreared  as  for  the 
walk  of  some  angel  sentinel  that  shall  keep  holy 
watch  and  ward  all  night  over  the  lovely  moun- 
tain-girded scene.  A  little  later,  one  may  almost 
fancy  he  perceives  the  sheen  of  the  colossal 
armor  gleaming  up  there  in  the  star  light !    Now 


the  sun  sends  mingled  light  and  lengthened 
shadows  over  the  picturesque  labors  of  the  hay- 
makers, in  the  broad,  green,  beautiful  meadows 
that  spread,  a  mile  wide,  waving  with  grass  and 
grain  and  patches  of  glistening  corn,  clear  to  the 
mountain's  feet,  to  the  hieroglyphic  rocky  faces 
of  the  curious  ledges,  that  form  its  out-posts  in 
front,  and  to  the  winding  Saco  river,  whose  course 
is  marked  with  gracefully  overhanging  elms  and 
oaks  and  maples,  that  also  stud  the  plain  in  scat- 
tered groups,  and  shade  the  brooks  that  ramble, 
musically  gurgling,  to  the  river.  A  lovelier  plain 
was  never  spread  before  a  poet's  feet,  to  woo  the 
willing  thoughts  abroad.  A  scene  of  plenty, 
purity  and  peace.  On  our  right,  in  the  north, 
loom  the  White  Mountains,  blue  and  misty  and 
yet  boldly  outlined.  There  is  Mt.  Washington, 
rearing  his  broad  Jove-like  throne  amid  his  great 
brothers  and  supporters;  these,  with  innumerable 
lesser  mountains  (each  Olympian  enough  when 
clouds  cap  and  conceal  the  grander  ones  behind 
them)  look  solemnly  and  serenely  down  our 
broad  valley,  and  look  new  meanings  in  the 
ceaseless  changes  of  the  air  and  light.  Far  to 
the  south  the  saucy  summit  of  Chocorua  runs  to 
hide  behind  the  Mote,  and  the  hills  soften  away 
in  a  series  of  smaller  and  smaller  darkening 
mounds  or  humps,  that  answer  to  the  description 
of  the  sea  serpent's  back.  That  way  the  Saco 
seeks  its  outlet  to  the  ocean.  Behind  us,  to  the 
north-east  and  east,  the  panorama  is  framed  by 
the  double  cone  of  Kiarsarge,  upon  whose  top- 
most pinnacle  you  see  the  gleaming  speck  of  its 
white  Mountain  House,  and  by  the  picturesque 
series  of  the  Green  mountains,  two  of  which  are 
parted  by  the  romantic  little  ravine  of  the  "  Art- 
ists' Brook,"  as  some  have  dubbed  this  favorite 
haunt  of  some  of  our  best  landscape  painters  and 
sketchers,  whose  Conway  studies  have  for  several 
seasons  past  enriched  the  picture  galleries  of 
Boston  and  New  York. 

Our  friend's  house,  which  is  just  back  from 
the  road  by  which  the  crowded  stage  loads  of 
scenery  seekers  pass  through  to  the  Notch  of  the 
White  Mountains,  stands  on  a  raised  plateau  that 
rims  the  meadow  foresaid,  and  here  now,  on  the 
door  step  sit  we  in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  filling 
sight  and  soul  with  all  this  beauty.  The  sun  has 
gone  down,  and  the  new  moon  has  lifted  her 
pure  silvery  crescent  from  behind  the  Mote.  We 
gaze  upon  it  through  the  leafy  arches  of  three 
tall,  stately  elms,  that  stand  on  guard  upon  the 
roadside  just  before  the  house.  The  world  with- 
out makes  music  to  the  world  within ;  the  out- 
ward scene  is  like  a  glowing  reflex  of  the  soul's 
ideal  and  harmonious  moods.  Nature  and  con- 
scious life  are  one.  It  seems  just  the  spot  where 
one — with  fitting  company — might  realize  a  per- 
fectly artistic  life.  Poetry  might  bathe  her  vis- 
ionary eyes  in  ever  new  and  quickening  light, 
and  choose  her  language  out  of  the  words  which 
God's  finger  has  traced  in  innumerable  forms  and 
types  of  beauty  and  of  meaning  all  around  her. 
Philosophy  might  meditate  the  problems  of  hfe 
and  eternity,  with  every  report  of  the  five  out- 
ward senses  loyally  conspiring,  not  disturbing. 
Art  might  illustrate  and  complete  all  with  a 
human  meaning,  and  realize  the  pictures  and  the 
statues  and  the  noble  edifices  which  it  sees  hinted 
in  the  landscape.  For  one,  we  would  contribute 
far  more  readily,  extravagant  as  it  might  be,  to 
some  colossal  marble  statue  or  architectural  pile, 
that  should  cast  its  shadow  yonder  from  the  ridge 
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of  the  Mote  mountain,  than  to  that  civilized  ab- 
surdity of  the  Washington  monument  scheme  at 
the  Capitol.  Music,  of  the  rarest,  highest,  most 
artistic,  would  sound  as  fitting  and  as  truly  home- 
like here,  as  do  the  native  birds  and  waterfalls. 
And  worship  finds  a  solemn,  heaven-suggesting 
altar  in  each  mountain  height. 

What  music-lover  has  not  often  longed  that  he 
might  hear  the  fine  strains  of  the  masters  in  the 
summer,  in  the  open  air,  amid  nature's  free  and 
grand  surroundings,  and  not  be  doomed  to  know 
such  chiefly  in  the  ungrateful  artificial  limits  of 
the  concert  room,  with  gas  light  and  unsympa- 
thetic crowds.  Here,  by  a  rare  luck,  we  taste 
this  pleasure,  this  doubly  perfect  harmony.  A 
piano,  almost  a  rarer  wonder  here  to  simple  vil- 
lagers than  the  first  locomotive,  has  but  this  day 
arrived,  nor  are  there  wanting  cunning  fingers  to 
woo  forth  it?  music ;  and  as  our  eyes  range  the 
meadows  and  the  mountains,  delicate  strains  of 
Chopin,  notturnes,  preludes,  and  mazourkas,  steal 
from  the  house  and  float  like  the  voice  of  our 
own  soul's  selectest,  inmost  thoughts  and  feelings 
over  the  whole  scene,  And  hark!  now  sister 
voices  blend  :  the  angel  trio  from  "  Elijah,"  Lift 
thine  eyes !  Were  we  not  already  lifting  them, 
and  to  the  mountains '?  And  melodies  of  Robert 
Franz  (iVura  die  Schatten  dunlceln,  &c.),  as  fresh 
and  genuine  and  full  of  soul,  and  free  from  hack- 
nied  commonplace,  as  if  they  had  been  born 
among  these  mountains,  sing  to  us  and  sing  for 
us,  and  bridge  over  that  awkward  chasm  of  con- 
scious dumbness  which  sometime  so  painfully 
separates  us  from  the  life  and  soul  of  that  out- 
ward beauty  which  seems  to  challenge  us  for 
something  corresponding  on  our  part.  The  fair- 
est landscape  dies  and  turns  cold  before  us,  and 
looks  ghost-like  and  unreal,  often,  as  the  moon 
pales  before  the  sun,  for  the  want  of  something 
more  than  nature,  such  as  friends,  or  Art,  or  in- 
tellectual study,  or  true  worship,  or  some  creative 
action  or  expression  on  our  own  part,  which  shall 
meet  Nature  half  way  and  fulfil  the  purpose  of 
her  invitation.  Such  is  Music  to  our  idle  group 
(and  yet  how  richly  occupied)  beneath  the  moon 
and  stars  here  this  sweet  evening. 

Yesterday,  in  the  forenoon,  a  bright  windy 
day,  when  every  leaf  and  blade  of  grass  was  stir- 
ring before  the  strong,  purifying  West  wind  that 
blew  all  day,  and  when  all  this  motion  strangely 
contrasted  with  the  clear  still  blue  sky  above, 
and  with  the  exquisitely  white  fleecy  clouds  that 
rested  on  the  summits  of  Mt.  Washington  and  of 
his  lower  neighbors,  we  strolled  away  over  the 
meadows  alone.  It  was  a  magnificent  scene  ;  the 
tall  ripe  grass,  the  corn  and  oats  and  bearded 
barley,  bending  and  tossing  in  the  wind  about  us, 
and  running  in  incessant  waves,  which  it  was 
an  inexhaustible  delight  to  watch,  and  try  to 
seize  the  outline  of  the  law  of  such  infinitely  va- 
ried and  yet  unitary  motion.  It  was  Nature's 
best  type  of  the  Fugue  in  music  ;  the  same  per- 
petual pursuit  and  tendency  of  many  to  one  end, 
yet  never  ending.  Our  landscape  artists,  Ken- 
sett,  Champney,  Wild,  Gay,  Gerry,  &c.,  long 
since  found  out  the  unrivalled  beauty  of  the.se 
Conway  meadows.  Go  down  into  them,  at  sun- 
set, or  what  perhaps  is  better  to  one  who  has 
always  kept  on  good  terms  with"  the  sun,  in  the 
broad  glorious  noontide  of  one  of  these  midsummer 
days,  and  you  have  all  this  near  and  level  wealth 
of  beauty,  like  a  splendid  panorama,  with  the 
mountain  ranges  grouped  around  in  intersecting 


circles  upon  all  sides,  and  at  such  remoteness  as 
to  make  many  at  once  visible,  and  to  frame  a 
large  and  generous  landscape.  At  the  Glen 
House  (which  terminates  upon  the  North  the 
Eastern  "  Notch,"  or  pass,  of  the  White  Moun- 
tains) you  have  Washington  and  Jefferson  and 
Adams,  all  the  northernmost  and  taller  members 
of  the  grand  chain  rising  abruptly  at  your  very 
feet.  It  is  sublime  indeed  ;  but  you  see  that  and 
only  that.  At  the  mountain  hotels  on  the  other 
side  .there  is  no  view.  If  you  ascend  the  moun- 
tain, weather  favoring,  you  are  of  course  repaid 
with  such  a  heaving  and  tumultuous  ocean  sweep 
of  mountainous  country  for  miles  and  miles  on 
every  side  below  you,  as  makes  it  almost  a  duty 
that  one  owes  to  himself  and  to  the  best  expe- 
riences of  others,  with  which  he  should  sympa- 
thize, to  climb  to  it  at  least  once  in  his  life.  But 
from  these  bolder,  wilder,  more  adventurous 
sights,  you  come  back  to  this  quiet  valley  of 
North  Conway,  to  taste  a  sweeter  and  more  last- 
ing satisfaction,  in  the  centre  as  it  were  of  the 
whole  mountain  panorama,  where  all  the  objects 
of  your  brave  and  blood-tingling  excursions  are 
saluting  you  continually,  at  a  pleasant  distance, 
and  in  familiar  language,  ever  new,  and  ever 
sweetly,  wonderfully  modulated. 

This  little  village  is  becoming  famous  for  its 
beauty.  Three  or  four  summers  since,  it  lived 
among  the  mountains  here  as  modest  and  retired 
a  life  as  any  violet.  Travellers  to  the  AVhite 
Mountains  passed  through  on  their  way  from  the 
last  stopping  place  at  Conway  corner,  five  miles 
south,  admired  its  smiling  meadows  and  the  moun- 
tains looming  in  the  distance  on  all  sides,  but 
thought  not  of  it  as  a  summer  home.  Young 
landscape  artists  were  the  first  to  linger  here, 
upon  their  sketching  rambles,  tempted  and  de- 
tained by  the  ever-varied  studies  of  clouds,  hills, 
fields,  trees,  rocks,  and  waterfalls,  here  offered  to 
their  pencil  on  all  sides.  The  pleasant  little  way- 
side inn  of  our  friend  Thompson,  called  the 
Kiarsarge  House,  or  Eastman's,  or  snug  farm- 
houses, here  and  there  along  the  road,  gave  them 
a  clean  and  hospitable  home ;  and  here  it  was 
that  Kensett,  Champney  and  others  gathered 
much  of  the  choicest  honey  hived  in  their  winter 
studios,  and  exposed  to  tempt  the  eye  in  picture 
galleries.  Summer  after  summer  draws  them 
still  back  to  this  hunting-ground  of  beauty,  and 
with  them  others  of  their  brother  artists,  with 
eager  students,  as  well  as  non-performing  lay 
lovers  of  the  picturesque. 

The  rail-road  whistle  has  not  shrilled  through 
this  valley  of  the  Saco.  But  our  landscape  artists 
have  done  for  North  Conway  what  the  rail-road 
does  for  other  inland  villages.  One  by  one  their 
friends  were  drawn  here  by  their  glowing  pictures 
and  reports.  Quiet  lovers  of  nature,  and  good 
air  and  simple  life,  sick  of  the  hot  city,  and  with 
no  taste  for  renewing  winter's  dissipations  and 
fatiguing  etiquettes  at  fashionable  watering  places, 
were  glad  to  hear  of  such  a  spot ;  and  year  by 
year  the  villagers  enlarge  their  premises,  and 
study  arts  of  hospitality  to  entertain  the  increased 
throngs  of  summer  boarders.  The  only  fear  is 
that  it  will  grow  fashionable.  Heaven  forbid  the 
questionable  "  improvement "  of  the  modern  mon- 
ster hotel,  and  keep  this  sweet  retreat  sacred  to 
the  unfashionable  joys  of  those  who  love  Nature 
so  sincerely  as  to  seek  her  out  and  relish  her 
plain  fare ! 

Some  of  our  Boston  friends  have  already  se- 


cured permanent  summer  residences  here.  The 
artist,  Champney,  is  established  in  his  own  snug 
cottage,  on  the  slope  of  "  Prospect  Hill,"  which 
overlooks  the  valley  and  commands  that  fine  view 
of  Mt.  Washington  which  both  himself  and  Ken- 
sett  three  or  four  years  since  transferred  so  suc- 
cessfully to  canvass.  With  busy  Yankee  inge- 
nuity he  has  transformed  an  adjacent  building 
into  a  spacious  and  artistic  looking  studio,  which 
must  naturally  become  a  resort  for  students  in 
landscape  painting,  offering  the  advantages  of 
such  a  master  and  such  a  wealth  of  Nature's  best 
material  for  study  on  all  sides.  Who  knows  but 
the  Art  annals  of  our  country  will  one  day  con- 
tain a  chapter  on  the  Conwegian  school  of  land- 
scape painters ! 

In  the  latter  half  of  September  and  October, 
Conway  offers  studies  for  a  Titian.  The  luxury 
of  color,  when  the  leaves  are  changed,  the  mel- 
low atmosphere,  and  hazy  distances,  might  tempt 
forth  the  genius  of  a  Titian  here  too ;  for  who 
can  doubt  that,  had  that  master  been  born  under 
these  skies  instead  of  the  Italian,  he  would  have 
found-in  our  New  England  October  all  the  theme 
and  inspiration  he  found  there.  For  it  is  not 
beauty  that  is  ever  wanting,  but  the  eye  that 
sees.  And  this  reminds  us  of  a  picture  in  our 
Athenfeum  exhibition,  which  has  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  "  appreciative  few,"  but  probably 
has  been  passed  over  with  a  glance  by  many.  It 
is  called  "  Autumn,"  and  represents  a  buxom, 
dark  haired,  rosy-cheeked  New  Hampshire  girl 
just  springing  forward  from  a  wood  path,  holding 
up  her  apron,  from  which  falls  a  mass  of  ferns 
and  maple  leaves,  scarlet  and  golden,  in  the  most 
brilliant  hues  of  Autumn.  Colors  so  brilliant, 
indeed,  were  scarcely  ever  painted.  The  tall 
woods  behind  her,  in  their  rich  autumn  foliage, 
finely  contrasted  with  the  grey  trunks  and  mossy 
rocks,  are  true  to  the  life.  The  foreground 
burns  with  here  and  there  a  scattered  bit  of  mi- 
nute scarlet  foliage ;  to  the  right  the  view  opens 
over  rich  brown  meadows,  to  the  wooded  river 
and  to  the  deep  blue  misty  mountains ;  and  over 
all  is  spread  the  perfect  azure  of  our  autumn 
sky,  and  the  pervading  golden  tone  and  mellow- 
ness of  fine  October  days.  The  exceeding  bril- 
liancy of  coloring,  in  the  detail,  is  well  subdued 
and  toned  down  in  the  general  spirit  of  the  pic- 
ture, which  betrays  a  true  poetic  feeling. 

It  is  the  work  of  one  of  our  youngest  Boston 
artists,  Mr.  H.  G.  Wild,  hitherto  known  favorably 
by  portraits,  and  by  his  genial,  con  amove  repro- 
duction of  scenes  from  Gil  Bias  or  Don  Quixote, 
in  which  his  voluptuous  fancy  might  riot  in  the 
richest  wealth  of  coloring,  with  a  touch  of  humor 
at  the  same  time.  Landscape  was  almost  new  to 
him,  and  it  would  be  strange  if  the  connoisseurs 
did  not  see  traces  of  inexperience  in  the  execution 
of  this  picture.  But  that  it  shows  a  power  of  truly 
original,  first-hand  perception,  an  eye  to  true 
effect,  a  vein  of  fresh  and  individual  imagination, 
a  poetic  temper,  as  well  as  a  remarkably  keen 
sense  of  color,  which  is  perhaps  the  first  thing 
with  a  painter,  no  one  who  really  sees  the  picture 
can  deny.  We  witnessed  the  inception  and  first 
sketching  of  the  motiu  of  this  design,  one  rainy 
forenoon  of  last  autumn  in  this  very  place  ;  and 
rarely  does  it  turn  out,  as  in  this  case,  that  the 
charm  of  a  first  sketch,  or  of  a  half-finished  pic- 
ture, is  not  only  not  lost,  but  enhanced  and  fully 
realized  in  the  completed  work.  jNIr.  Wild's  pro- 
gress as  an  artist  seems  as  rapid  as  his  love  is 
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real,  and  his  perception  proof  against  the  weak- 
ening power  of  imitation.  May  our  friend's  mo- 
desty forgive  this  perhaps  over-frank  outpouring ! 


^^  The  Editor  of  the  Home  Journal  wonders 
much  "  that  men  should  be  at  the  trouble  of 
thinking,  in  this  hot  weather,  when  there  is  so 
much  thought  '  pickled  and  potted,'  and  to  be 
had  for  nothing,  on  the  shelves  of  libraries — 
dwught,  on  every  possible  subject,  and  not  only 
'  as  good  as  new,'  but  a  great  deal  better."  We 
were  struck  with  the  profound  wisdom  of  these 
remai-ks ;  and  yet,  after  drawing  as  much  as  we 
dared  upon  our  library,  were  oppressed  with  the 
conviction  that  something  was  still  to  be  done ; 
and,  while  meditating,  as  the  last  resource  of 
despair,  a  dissertation  upon  hand-organs,  (the 
only  music  heard  here  in  August,)  most  oppor- 
tunely came  to  hand  the  pleasant  editorial  letter 
from  the  mountains,  which  we  present  as  a  leader. 
Not  "  Lieder  oJine  Worte,"  but  full  of  good  cheer- 
ing words,  breathing  of  mountain  air  and  moun- 
tain music,  and  not  a  little  refreshing  to  those 
obliged  to  inhale  the  sultry  winds  of  August  in 
the  hot  city.  The  hiatus  valde  deflendus  in  our 
columns  no  longer  exists,  and  we  limit  our 
labors  to  condensing  the  few  items  of  musical 
intelligence  that  we  have  been  able  to  glean 
during  the  past  week. 


Musical  Intelligence. 

Local. 

The  Opera  Hocse. — The  daily  pnpers  ancounce  the 
return  from  Europe  of  the  manager,  Mr.  Barry,  viho  has 
engaged  the  following  artists:  —  Mr.  Bennett,  of  the 
Theatre  Eoyal,  Birmingham,  leading  tragedian^  Mr. 
Pauncefort,  of  the  Theatre  Royal,  Dublin,  leading  come- 
dian; Mr.  Wood,  of  the  Theatre  Royal,  Manchester,  first 
low  comedian;  Mr.  Biddies,  of  the  Theatre  Royal,  Yorlc, 
eccentric  comedian;  Mrs.  Kirhy,  of  the  London  theatres, 
leading  actress;  Mrs.  Wood,  singing  chambermaid ;  Miss 
A.  Biddies,  second  comedy  and  tragedy;  Miss  C.  Biddies 
and  Mrs.  Biddies.  He  also  engaged  the  following  singers 
for  the  Broadway  Theatre: — Opera,  Miss  Louisa  Pyne, 
Mrs.  Pyne,  first  and  second  prima  donnas:  Mr.  Harrison, 
tenor;  M.  Bassoni,  basso.  French  ballet,  under  the 
direction  of  Mons.  Sylvain. 

Music  on  the  Common.  —  This  meagre  entert.ain- 
ment,  perhaps  however  as  good  as  the  limited  numbers 
composing  the  several  bands  can  be  expected  to  give,  is 
continued  on  every  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings  on 
the  Common;  but  the  utmost  efforts  of  twelve  or  sixteen 
instruments  are  almost  overpowered  by  the  noisy  clamor 
of  the  boys  who  malie  up  a  large  proportion  of  the  as- 
semblage. The  police  should  see  to  it  that  the  comfort 
of  some  thousands  of  people  is  not  so  completely  de- 
stroyed by  the  rude  and  noisy  demonstrations  of  this  ill- 
mannered  rabble,  and  that  this  thrifty  entertainment 
provided  by  the  city  fathers  is  not  entirely  lost  to  those 
for  whose  pleasure  it  is  designed. 

Mr.  William  Mason,  who  lias  devoted  several  years 
in  Europe  to  the  study  of  music,  and  to  developing  his 
remarkable  talent,  returned  in  the  Steamer  Pacific.  We 
learn  from  the  N.  Y.  Musical  Review  that  he  will  make 
his  dttmt  here,  in  his  native  city,  where  many  friends 
will  give  him  an  enthusiastic  reception.  He  will  not 
commence  his  concerts  before  October. 

The  Boston  coiTcspondent  of  the  same  paper  gives  an 
account  of  the  Melodeon  Factory  of  Messrs.  Mason  & 
Hamlin,  in  Cambridge  street,  in  this  city,  and  speaks 
highly  of  their  instruments,  stating  that  by  the  aid  of 
their  new  machinery,  they  will  be  able  to  turn  out  a 
better,  truer,  and  more  perfect  reed,  and  consequently 
they  will  manufacture  a  better  instrument.  We  regard 
any  person  who  devotes  himself  to  the  improvement  of 
this  universally  used  and  dismal  instrument,  as  a  public 
benefactor,  and  we  doubt  not  that  the  enterprise  of  this 
firm  will  make  all  of  it  that  can  be  made. 


New  Yokk.— The  Tribune  tells  tis  that  the  first  per- 
formance of  the  opera  of  Masaniello  at  Castle  Garden 
drew  a  fine,  brilliant  house. 

''  This  masterpiece  of  characteristic  music  does  so 
mnch  for  the  singers  that  merely  fair  vocalization  will 
carry  it  off  successfully.  The  melodies  are  so  fluent  and 
symmetrical,  and  with  intervals  so  easily  apprehended, 
that  they  have  long  been  popular;  besides  this,  they 
have  a  further  if  not  a  deep  dramatic  meaning  in  the 
"  Know-Nothing "  political  allusions  which  permeate 
their  sentiment.  The  barcarole,  for  example,  with  its 
"take  heed,  whisper  low,"  can  be  given  with  Shak- 
sperean  force,  when  the  singer  is  up  to  his  work. 

There  is  always  the  virtue  of  proportion  to  be  looked 
for  in  all  art.  The  painter  and  sculptor  require  no  inter- 
preter— the  composer,  alas,  does.  Anything  less,  then, 
than  his  intention  in  the  execution,  and  how  differently 
he  appears!  Caricatured,  mutilated,  massacred,  he  may 
be,  but  the  public  generally  lay  the  blame  on  the  master 
and  not  on  the  man.  The  overture  of  Masaniello  is  an 
inspiration.  It  has,  of  course,  certain  orchestral  propor- 
tions; at  the  outset,  indeed,  these  exist.  There  is  the 
huiTicane-lIke  shriek  of  a  chromatic  passage,  where 
"  the  proper  study  of  mankind,  man,"  causes  the  com- 
poser to  detail  his  orchestra  in  a  suggestive  manner,  in 
the  stringed  instruments  especiallj'.  These,  however, 
are  lost  in  the  ponderous  iterations  of  the  brass  instru- 
ments, which  mark  chords  at  the  same  time.  So  in  the 
well-known  air  in  the  allegro,  the  pulsatile  instruments 
overpower  the  melod}';  and  the  finale  is  little  else  than 
the  noise  of  side  drums.  All  these  extra  resources  may 
suit  an  orchestra  of  over  a  hundred,  but  will  not  answer 
for  one  on  the  modest  side  of  forty.  They  may  be  used 
in  the  latter  case,  but  their  strength  require  dilution. 
Why  is  not  this  obvious  canon  of  criticism  attended  to? 

Jiadame  Maretzek  sang  her  solo  fairly,  and  was  duly 
applauded.  The  Fenella  of  Mile.  Leeder  was  a  pretty 
good  bit  of  pantomine.  The  chorus  went,  for  the  most 
part,  smoothly.  The  barcarole — the  best  ever  written, 
or  ever  to  be  written,  so  full  of  national  truth  and  dra- 
matic beauty — was  tamely  given  by  Beraldi ;  in  fact,  he 
does  not  comprehend  the  music  or  the  situation.  They 
afford,  at  least,  very  fine  scope  for  an  actor's  talent,  and 
ought  to  be  studied  by  him,  at  least  to  be  endur.able. 
The  heroic  duet  which  followed  with  Graziani  was  en- 
cored. That  Is  to  say,  in  accordance  with  the  cuts 
which  are  made  throughout  the  Italian  version  of  opera, 
the  repetition  of  the  duet-air  in  D  is  cut  ont,  and  the 
piece  ends  with  the  central  cadence.  The  efiect  is  good 
and  complete,  and  not  being  too  long,  admits  of  a  cut, 
and  thus  allows  an  encore,  which  was  right  heartily 
given  by  the  large  auditory.  The  effect  of  two  such 
fine  voices  as  the  tenor  and  bass,  executing  popular 
thirds  in  melody,  and  roused  by  the  muscular  energy  of 
a  march-like  movement,  is  irresistible  with  an  audience. 

The  Opera  at  Niblo's.— Here  the  fascinating  Mme. 
Anna  Thillon  is  drawing  enthusiastic  audiences,  and 
charming  them  with  her  performance  of  Balfe's  "  Bohe- 
mian Girl,"  supported  by  Mr.  Frazer,  Mr.  Meyer,  and 
Mr.  Lyster.  It  is  stated  in  the  Home  Journal  that  Mrae. 
Thillon  will  not  again  appear  upon  the  stage. 

The  Brothers  Mollenhauer, — These  most  expert 
violinists  have  -not  left  this  country  with  the  rest  of 
Jullien's  troupe,  as  has  been  supposed,  but  are  to  remain 
permanently  in  the  United  States.  Their  intention  is  to 
give  concerts  at  the  watering  places  this  summer,  and,  in 
the  autumn,  to  return  to  this  city  and  establish  a  Conser- 
vatory of  Music: — at  all  events,  a  Musical  School  where 
instrumentation  in  all  its  branches  will  be  practically 
taught;  every  instrument  receiving  their  attention. 
Musical  Composition  in  its  various  branches  will  also  be 
regularly  taught:  so  that  we  have  the  prospect  of  the  es- 
tablishment among  us  of  a  most  useful,  and  much-needed 
prnctical  school  of^  Music.  Success  attend  the  brothers 
Mollenhauer.— iV.  Y.  Mas.  Wai-ld. 

Chamber  Concert  in  Worcester. — To  those  who 
had  the  privilege  of  attending,  the  private  chamber  con- 
cert of  Thursday  evening  was  an  event  to  be  remem-. 
bered.  Two  of  our  best  pianists,  with  three  lady  singers, 
united  in  producing  one  of  the  best  musical  entertain- 
ments ever  given  in  Worcester.  The  progi'amme  was 
more  tasteful  than  the  best  that  the  Germanians  even 
ever  gave  us,  and  the  performances  are  understood  to 
have  given  the  utmost  satisfaction.  To  one  who  could 
not  attend,  there  was  some  satisfaction  in  imagining  the 
justice  that  the  performers  would  be  certain  to  do  the 
following  pieces,  viz;  Beethoven's  Symphr:ny  in  C; 
Schubert's  Ave  Maria;  Schumann's  "Scenes  from 
Childhood;"  Schubert's  Serenade;  Bach's  Fuge  in  C 
minor;  Mendelssohn's  "I  would  that  my  Inve;"  and 
Variations  upon  a  March  of  Weber's. —  War.  Pal. 

Rosi. — Another  name  associated  with  many  pleasant 
memories,  is  now  added  to  the  list  of  the  dead  in  the  ill- 
fated  Sontag  troupe.  It  is  stated  that  Signer  Rosi, 
whom  many  of  our  readers  will  remember  as  a  favorite 
basso,  connected  with  several  of  the  Italian  opera  com- 
panies at  different  times,  has  died  in  the  city  of  Mexico. 
We  are  told  that  Sig.  Rosi  was  educated  for  the  bar,  but 
being  compelled  by  political  troubles  to  leave  his  coun- 
try, came  here  in  1847,  having  embraced  the  profession 
of  a  singer.    His  age  was  about  38. 


G.    ANDR±   &   CO. 
FOREIGN     MUSIC     DEPOT, 

GIRARD    HOUSE    BITILDllVGS, 

NINTH  STREET,   ADQVE  deESTNUT, 
July  1  PHILADELPHIA. 

John  Bunyan.  Still  Lives  ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE  ENTIRE  AND  INIMITABLE  ALLEGORY  OF 

THE    PILGRIM'S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inchef,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  p.-u^sed,  on  hisjourney  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JE"1VETT,  Publislier. 

GEO-  E.  SICKELS  IS  THE  ONT-Y  adthokized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  Ko.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  be  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 


prices. 


Nov.  12. 


N.    D.    COTTON. 

IMPORTER  AHD  dealer  IN 

Eng^lish,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  P7UNTING  MATERIALS, 

Wo.  13  Tremont  Row,  Boston. 

***    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

16  tf 

A.  WEENER  &  L.  J.  HOEFEBTEK, 

DEALERS  IN 

No.  265  "WASHIIirGTON  STKEET, 

(corner  of  winter  street.) 

PTANO-FORTES,  Seraphines,  Melodeons,  Guitars,  Violins, 
Tenors,  Yioloncelloa,  Basses,  Clarinets,  Flutes,  Piccolos, 
Fifes,  Accoi-deons,  Strings,  Bows,  etc. 

We  shall  keep  on  hand  a  great  variety  of  the  above  named 
instruments,  and  shall  endeavor  to  gi^'e  satisfaction  to  all 
purchasers,  whether  they  desire  the  best  and  highest  priced, 
or  the  cheapest  instruments.  Orders  by  letter  will  be  carefully 
attended  to. 

PIANOS  TO  LET,  TUNED  AND  REPAIRED. 
Mr.  Werner  will  also  continue  to  give  instruction  on  the 
Piano,  Organ,  Flute,  Violin  and  Guitar.    Mr.  Werner  can  be 
seen  at  the  Sales-room,  or  in  the  evening  at  his  residence,  No. 
976  Washington  St.  May  27-    3m 


Gr  ^1  "St/S.  @ 

FROM    THE    OREAT    MASTERS. 

MENDELSSOHN. 

Six  Songs  without  Words,  complete  in  seven  books,. .  .each  75 

Rondo  Capricfiosa, 50 

The  Temperaments,  peven  Characteristique  Pieces, 1,00 

The  Gift,  sis  easy  pieces, 62 

LISZT. 

Galop  Russe, 50 

Reminiscences  from  Lucia  di  Lammermoorj 50 

Romances  de  Franz  Schubert,  viz  : — 

No.  1,  Eloge  des  larmes, 25 

"    2,  La  Poste, 25 

"    3,  La  Fille  du  Pecheur, 26 

THALBERG. 

Fantasia  sur  themes  de  Moise, 1,25 

L"Art  du  Chant  applique  au  Piano,  viz  :—  each  75 

No.  1,  Quatuor,  I  Puritani  de  Belliui. 
"     2.  Tre  Giorni,  Air  de  Pergolese. 
"     3.  Adelaide  de  Beethoven. 
"    4.  Air  d'Eglise  du  Chanteur  Stradella. 
"    5.  Lacrymosa  tire  du  Requiem  de  Mozart,  Duo  des 

Noces  de  Figaro  de  Mozart. 
"    6.  Perch6  mi  Guardi  e  Piangi,  Duetto  de  Zelmira  de 
Rossini. 

Le  Tremolo, 62 

Prayer  from  Moses  in  Egypt, 1-25 

AUola,  Melodie, 25 

CHOPrN. 

Grand  Valse  Brilliante, 50 

March  Funebre,  Piano  Duet, 37 

Tarentelle, 50 

HENSELT. 

Chanson  do  Printemps,  {Song  of  Spring,) 50 

La  Gondola,  Etude, 25 

DOHLER. 

Derniere  Pensee  Musicale  de  Bellini, 75 

Elisire  d'Amore,  Fantasia, 60 

I  Puritani,  Fantasia, 62 

Nocturne, 37 

Trot  des  Chevalier  Gardes  March, 25 

Published  by 

Oliver  Ditson,  115  ^Ya$h.^ngfon  St. 
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DV/IGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


^^ 


In  all  its  various  branches, 

BTEATLY   AETD    PKOMPTLY    EXECUTED, 

BY   EDWAIiD    L.    BALCH, 

©ffuc  Soutnal  of  JHusu,  No.  21  St^oot  St. 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  hitn  by  the  Miiss. 
Charit-able  WechaDic  Aj!sociation  for  superior  workmausbip, 
may  be  seen  at  his  office. 

D:^  MUSIC    prepai'e«l  for    Stereotyping^. 

NOW     READY, 

THS   GREAT   WOHK   OF   THE   YEAR, 

MOORE'S 

C®MPIiETE  EWCYCX,©P^II>IA 

A  Tvork  -wliicb  has  cost  the  indefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
BTcry  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  t^^e  Uiogra- 
phies  of  upwards  of 

4C00    MUSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A.  Complete  IJictionavy  oC  over 
5000    MUSICAL    TERMS, 

"U'ith  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIENCE    OP    MUSIC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

with  the  da^es^of  their  inyention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  TH0RCU3II  BASS,  &c.  &c. 

A  ;Book  inlentied  to  cover  tlic  wliole 

of  Missical  Science. 

JOHN  P.   JEWETT   &■   CO. 

PUBLISHERS, 

July  29  "B  O  S  T  O  W  . 

E.  K.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACHER,  or  THE  PIA.1NO   A.WD  ORGA.:«. 

Q^TEEMS   MODERATE. 

Kesidence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esa.  May  20. 

Signer  AUGTJSTO  BENDELAKI, 

(from      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINGINO. 

Kesidence,  "Wintlirop  House,  Boston. 
May  13 *£_ 

L.  H.   SOUTHARD. 

TEA€iaEK     €>F     MUSIC, 

865  ■WasJiingtom  Street,  Eostom. 
Oct.  16. 


8m 


Cermania  Serenade  Band. 

mUE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
1    by  applying  to  3.  ^  TELTOW,  ^ff-«!. 

30  Fayette  Street. 
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CHICKERING   &    SOi 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTI'" 
GRAND     AND     SQL)        ,ji. 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


"W  A  IS  E  R  O  ©"M  S  , 
TREMONT     STREET, 

Apr29  BOSTON.  tf 


H^  MUSICAL    EXCHANGE.  ^J 

WK  ARE  HOW  KEADY  TO  SELL 

AT  WHOLESALE  Al&D  RETAIL, 

ON    PAR   BETTER   TERBIS   THAN   ANY 
OTHER   HOUSE    IN   THE    UNITED  STATES. 

Earing  fully  completed  our  arrangements  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  we  are  now  enabled  to  offer  advantages  superior  to 
those  of  any  other  house  in  the  trade.  By  recent  engagements 
■with  the  principal  publishing  houses  in  Germany,  France, 
England  and  America,  we  shall  receive  all  new  Music  as  soon 

as  published Our  stock  embraces  the  standard  works  of  all 

European  composers,  being  the  largest  collection  of  Foreion 
Music  ever  presented  to  the  American  public.  Besides,  we 
shall  keep  constantly  on  hand  all 

AMERICAN   PUBLICATIONS, 

Together  with 

Piano-Fortes,    Organs,    Melodeons, 

Music-Boxes,  Melvoaomcs, 
Portraits  &  Busts  of  Distinguished  Musicians,  &e. 

Our  dealings  with  other  houses,  both  in  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica, are  such,  that  we  are  enabled  to  sell,  at  wholesale  and 
retail,  on  the  most  favorable  terms. 

Our  own  Publications  are  of  the  first  order,  and  no  piece 
will  be  issued  from  our  house  that  does  not  possess  decided 
musical  merit.  Having  personally  devoted  many  years  to  the 
study  of  Music,  both  in  Europe  andjn  this  country,  we  enjoy 
peculiar  advantages  over  those  publishers  who  are  not  musi- 
cians. 

[X^TO  COMPOSERS. 

All  compositions  accepted  for  publication  we  pay  for,  and 
we  feel  confident  that  our  terms  will  be  satisfactory.  Our 
object  is  to  encourage  native  talent. 

f  lie  llwkra  S.cl]OD.l  f0i"tl],e  |ian0-|0rt£ 

Is  published  by  us,  and  is  fast  taking  the  place  of  every  other 
■work,  as  an  Instruction  Book  for  the  Piauo. 

Our  Catalogue  of  Foreign  Music,  together  with  a  List  of  our 
own  Publications  will  be  forwarded  (gratis)  to  any  address,  if 
desired. 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston, 

NATHAN    RICHARDSON, 

PKOPKIE  TOK. 

C3r.    .^^..    SOSHk^ITT, 

-TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr.  0.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  Sd 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 
references. 
John  S.  Dwight,  Esti.  IMrs.  Farnham, 

O.  Bitson,  Esq.  |  6  Copeland  St.  Hoxbury. 

N.  Richardson,  Esq.  ,Epes  S  irgent,  Esq. 

A.  Berry,  Esq.  28  Pearl  st.  Rev.  Mr.  Huntington 

J.  A.  Hanson,  Esq.,  6  Bath  St.  Hon.  J.  J.  Clarke,  27  State  st. 
H.  Crocker,  Esq.  6  Shawmut  av.  |  j  ^jy  1 

A  SOPRANO  SINa.«V 
place  as  Soprano  m  a  -^tf.' 
in  this  city.    A  rare  opjseTr- 
at  this  office. 


ADOLPH  KIELBLOCK, 

No.    30    ASH    STREET,    BOSTON. 

KT^'Communications  may  be  left  at  Mr.  Ditson's  music  store. 
No.  115  Washington  Street.  June  10. 

MUSICAL  NOTICE. 

T.  BRICHER,  Teacher  of  the  Organ,  Piano-Forte  and 
Singing,  having  closed  his  connection  as  Organist  of  the  Bow- 
doin  Square  Church,  has  removed  to  No.  TJ-a  Tremont  Row, 
where  he  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  for  his  services 
as  Organist  and  Teacher  of  Music.  je  24, 

HE'WS'    PATENT 
AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  Si.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER   AND   DEALER   IN 
PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  344  Wasliiiigtoii  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  f  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gray's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

Kejermces. 

Messrs.  Chtckeriko,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Puxchabd,  Boston. 

Messrs.  George  Peabobt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.     Sm. 

PIANIST  AND   TEACHER   OF   KUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  mav  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  2S3  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Keed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

References:— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  ,33  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

PIANOS!      PIANOS!      PIANOS! 
BARGAINS  IN  PIANOS. 

The  subscribers  have  in  store  new  German  Rosewood  6^1 
octave  Pianos,  at  S260.  Warranted  fully  equal  to  the  Boston 
and  New  York  pianos,  and  one  hundred  dollars  cheaper. 

G.   P.   REED   &   Co. 

July  8.  13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Mnseum. 


Young  Lady  desires  a 
1  in  one  of  the  churches 
/Be  heard  of  by  inquiring 
'■■>  July  22 
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<#EBB  &  GO'S 
,£  WAREROOMS: 

jiSi.  3  "Winter  Street,  Boston. 

i^  .i-iiahmenfc  may  be  found  an  elegant  and  exten- 

.iSnent  of 

PIANO-FORTES, 
y.^es,  warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
.i**Eipential  properties  of  Tone,  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
,yit,and  Finish.    None  others  will  be  kept. 
MsOy  an  assortment  of 
I  MELODEONS  AND  GTTITAHS. 

Mr.  Webb's  long  experience  in  the  profeseion  of  Music,  ena- 
bles us  to  assure  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  may 
find  it  inconvenient  to  vi?it  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desired,)  as  by  personal 
examination;  and  those  who  may  fovor  us  with  their  orders, 
can  implicitly  rely  upon  the  exercise  of  Mr.  Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  favor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  be  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit. 

r?=-SOLD  AT  MANUFACTURERS'  PRICES. 
. . .  .Agents  for.  . . . 
Liglite,  Newton  &/  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &  Co.'s  do.       Boston. 

Goodman  &.  Baldwin's  Melodeons. 

Feb  19    6nx 


Mile.  GABEIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

GIVES 

INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

AND  MAY  BE  ADDRESSED  AT 

Feb.  4    3m  55  HANCOCK  STREET. 


Mr.    OTTO    DRESEL 

Will  return  to  Boston  by  the  first  of  October,  when  he  will  be 
prepared  to  receive  pupils  on  the  piano-forte. 
Address  meanwhile  at  this  office. 


J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  or  Theo 
T.  Barker.  3  mos.  Dec    3. 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &.GUITAR, 

3  Seneca  St.,  corner  Harrison  Avenne. 

MR.   De  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  in. 
Boston,  April  23.  Sm 

J.   TEENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Residence  No.  56  Knceland  Street. 

Oct.  8.    3m 

A.   W.   FRENZEL, 
T  n  .AC  H  E  R    OF   mu  S  I  Cj 

No.  e  Acorn  St.,  (between  Chestnut  and  Mt.  Temon  Sts.) 
Apr  8  BOSTON. 
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Grisi  and  Mario. 
The  expected  arrival  of  these  world  renowned 
singers,  makes  us  all  desirous  to  know  somewhat 
of  their  antecedents;  and  to  gratify  this  curiosity 
we  have  collected  the  following  extracts.  The 
difficulties  attending  the  preparation  of  contem- 
porary blografihy  are  very  considerable,  more  so 
than  any  one  would  imagine  who  had  not  made 
the  attempt  to  write  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  a 
celebrated  person  still  living.  The  Home  Journal 
gives  us  the  account  of  Grisi ;  and  that  of  Mario 
(whose  name  we  do  not  find  in  "  Moore's  Ency- 


clopaedia,") we  have  translated  from  a  French 
account  written  near  the  time  of  his  debut  in 
Paris.  It  is  somewhat  French  in  its  style,  but  we 
suppose  may  be  sufficiently  reliable  for  our  pur- 
pose. 

GIULIA    GRISI. 

She  was  born  at  Milan,  in  the  year  1816,*  and 
must,  consequently,  at  the  present  moment,  be 
some  thirty-six  years  of  age.  She  has,  therefore, 
scarcely  stepped  beyond  her  prime,  as  a  great  and 
leading  vocalist.  Coming  from  a  strictly  musical 
family — for  Grassini,  the  lyrical  tragedian,  was 
her  aunt,  and  Giuditta  Grisi,  the  2irima  donna  at 
London  in  1832  or  1833,  was  her  sister — it  would 
almost  seem  that  melody  was  her  natural  inherit- 
ance. At  all  events,  while  she  was  very  youn", 
the  composer,  Marliani,  was  so  struck  by  her 
talent  for  music,  that  he  offered  to  lend  it  his 
assistance,  and  to  cultivate  it  for  the  operatic 
stage. 

This  offer  was  accepted  by  her  friends,  and  so 
rapid  was  her  progress  under  his  tuition,  that  when 
she  was  yet  no  more  than  seventeen  years  old, 
she  made  her  de'but  upon  the  lyric  scene.  This 
was  in  the  Theatre  of  La  Scala  at  Milan. 

The  role  in  which  she  first  appealed  to  critical 
judgment,  was  that  of  Adalgisa,  the  great  Pasta 
supporting  the  part  of  Nonna.  It  will,  of  course, 
be  unnecessary  to  say  that  it  was  in  Bellini's 
opera  of  the  same  name. 

Nothing  could  well  have  been  more  decided 
than  her  success.  Immediately  after  the  termi- 
nation of  Pasta's  engagement,  she  was  given  the 
leading  characters  to  support,  and  these  were  so 
triumphantly  embodied  by  her,  that  in  the  year 
following  she  was  offered  an  engagement  and  in- 
duced to  appear  in  Paris,  where  she  first  became 
known  to  the  musical  world  of  Western  Europe. 
This  was  in  1834,  while  she  was  still  under  the 
tuition  of  Marliani.  Her  beauty,  for  she  was  then 
very  lovely,  combined  with  her  superb  voice  in 
insuring  her  a  flattering  reception  in  the  part  of 
Eloira,  in  Bellini's  "  Puritani."  When  the  cur- 
tain fell  upon  her,  she  had  made  a  most  brilliant 
success.  Her  pure  and  fresh  Italian  style,  her 
most  exquisite  voice,  with  its  finished  vocalism,  and 
the  innocent  gayety  which  she  at  times  displayed, 
combined,  with  the  deep  aud  passionate  feeling 
which  she  threw  into  the  more  serious  portions  of 
the  opera,  in  rendering  her  in  every  respect  the 
most  promising  artiste  then  upon  the  Italian  stage. 

Nor,  should  it  be  remembered,  in  those  days, 
had  she  to  contend  with  rivals  who  did  not  de- 
mand a  high  degree  of  genius  to  cope  with  them. 
There  were  then  giants  and  giantesses,'  who  stood 
upon,  and  moved  athwart  the  lyric  scene.     The 

*  According  to  Moore's  EncyclopEcdia,  she  w.is  born 
on  the  20th  of  Ju  y,  1811.  (Fi5ti,'!,  however,  places  her 
bh-th  in  1812.)  According  to  the  same  authority  she 
married  in  1S36,  a  very  wealthy  Frenchman  by  the 
name  of  August  Giraud  de  Meley,  still  retaining  the 
name  of  Grjsi.  She  is  now,  we  beheve,  the  wife  of  the 
no  less  celebrated  Mario. 


marvellous  Rubini,  Tamburini,  and  the  voice  of 
thunder,  the  prodigious  Lablache,  held  the  Par- 
isian and  English  operatic  stage  as  their  own,  by 
right  of  conquest.  Pasta  still  trod  upon  it,  gigan- 
tic in  her  exeellejicies  as  she  was  huge  in  her 
defects.  Sontag  was  bewitching  London  and 
crazing  Paris,  or  had  been  doing  so,  with  her  del- 
icate vofalism;  and  Malibran,  who  was,  perhaps, 
the  greatest  singer  that  ever  lived,  was  in  the  full 
flood  of  her  wide-spread  and  marvellous  reputa- 
tion. Yet,  in  spite  of  this,  in  the  following  year 
Grisi  was  called  to  London,  and,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen,  had  confirmed  her  reputation  as  one  of 
the  greatest  of  living  vocalists. 

Indeed,  her  tragic  genius  has  stamped  her  as 
the  first  of  living  artists,  after  the  death  of  Mali- 
bran.  Only  one  other  has  ever  threatened  her 
supremacy.  Need  we  say  that  this  was  Jenny 
Lind. 

Novelty,  combined  with  the  undoubted  comic 
genius  of  this  great  vocalist,  made  her  in  the  year 
when  she  first  appeared  in  London,  the  leading 
star.  It  was  only  when  she  laid  a  daring  hand 
upon  the  hem  of  Giulia  Grisi's  mantle,  that  it  was 
recoirnised  she  had  a  superior.  Need  we  say  that 
this  was  when  she  ventured  to  touch  the  opera  of 
"  Norma."  From  that  moment  the  legitimate  su- 
premacy of  Grisi  was  restored  to  her  from  whom 
it  had  onlj'  monentarily  been  taken  by  the  pop- 
ular love  of  novelty,  and  she  was  universally 
acknowledged  to  be  the  greatest  of  living  vocalists. 
We  must,  however,  do  justice  to  the  French. 
Fickle  as  they  are,  they  have  never  wavered  in 
their  allegiance,  or  ceased  to  consider  her,  at  once 
the  legitimate  inheritri.<c  both  of  Pasta  and  Mali- 
bran. 

MARIO. 

"  One  fine  summer  evening,  after  a  farewell 
supper,  a  young  officer  of  chasseurs,  surrounded 
by  his  friends,  was  singing,  without  much  method, 
but  with  a  pure  voice  and  instinctive  good  taste, 
some  of  the  most  popular  airs  of  the  principal 
Italian  operas.  For  one  of  them  he  sang  the 
cavatina  of  Anna  Bolena,  for  another  an  air  from 
/  Puritani,  to  each  one  of  them,  in  short,  his 
favorite  theme,  the  melody  he  most  preferred; 
the  singer  surrendering  himself  with  extreme 
good  nature  to  the  desires  of  his  friends,  till  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  obliged  the  guests  to  separate. 
On  the  following  day,  the  complaisant  tenor  was 
on  his  way  to  Paris.  This  officer,  who  so  often 
had  delighted  the  leisure  hours  of  the  corps  de 
garde  by  his  songs,  and  who  with  such  prodigal 
facility  dispensed  the  treasures  of  his  voice,  was 
M.  Mario  de  Candia,  who  afterwards  made 
his  debut  at  the  opera  with  such  eclat. 

"  M.  Mario  de  Candia  was  born  at  Cagliari  in 
1816,  of  a  noble  Piedmontese  family;  his  father, 
a  general  of  some  note,  filled  a  high  and  honora- 
ble position  at  the  Court  of  Turin,  and  several 
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*imes  had  been  sent  as  Governor  to  Genoa  and 
Nice.  Under  such  auspices,  it  seemed  that  the 
son  also  should  pursue  a  military  career,  and  it 
surely  might  be  presumed  that,  if  he  ever  should 
attain  any  success,  any  reputation,  it  would  be  at 
the  head  of  a  regiment.  Mario  was  sent  to  the 
Koyal  Academy  of  Turin,  among  the  noble  pages 
of  the  King,  where  he  received  at  the  same  time 
the  education  of  a  soldier  and  of  an  artist ;  after 
the  serious  lessons  in  mathematics,  came  the  pro- 
fessors of  singing,  of  drawing,  and  of  fencing, 
(which  last  he  then  much  preferred ;)  and  at 
last  v.'ith  the  commission  of  lieutenant  oi  chasseurs, 
he  left  the  school,  a  very  mediocre  musician,  but 
a  very  good  officer,  which  then  seemed  by  far 
the  most  important. 

"  Up  to  this  time,  Mario  had  taken  little  pains 
with  his  voice,  singing  as  he  pleased,  sometimes 
in  the  open  air,  sometimes  in  an  atmosphere  thick 
with  tobacco  smoke,  incurring  the  risk  of  fatiguing 
it  or  of  altering  the  quality.  But  when  he  came 
to  his  regiment,  the  purity  of  this  fine  organ 
astonished  all  his  comrades,  and  while  profiting 
by  the  enjoyment  of  this  admirable  voice,  they 
thought  that,  with  such  equalities,  the  young  lieu- 
tenant could  do  much  better  than  mount  guard, 
appear  on  parade,  smoke  and  lounge  away  the 
rest  of  the  day  in  those  common-place  occupations 
of  a  garrison,  which  are  the  same  every  where, 
even  under  the  fine  sky  of  Italy. 

"  Without  anticipating  to  what  their  advice 
would  lead  him,  his  friends  advised  him  to  devote 
himself  to  the  study  of  singing,  and  Mario,  whose 
voice  every  day  developed  new  powers,  gladly 
received  counsels  which  were  more  and  more 
congenial  to  his  new  vocation. 

"  After  several  journies,  when  he  had  left  Nice, 
he  came  to  Paris,  and  was  heard  at  some  private 
soirees ;  and  from  this  time,  the  future  had  no 
uncertainty  for  him,  and  people  already  predicted 
the  day  when  he  would  be  ranked  among  the 
first  artists.  The  directors  of  the  opera  eagerly 
seized  the  opportunity  of  associating  in  its  for- 
tunes this  new  element  of  success ;  the  departure 
of  Nourrit  was  decided,  and  it  was  uncertain 
what  reception  the  singer  who  should  succeed 
him,  would  receive.  Finally,  even  Duprez, 
whatever  his  talent  might  have  been,  was  unable 
to  stand  against  unjust  pi-ejudices  and  certain 
antipathies  of  which  he  was  the  object.  Honor- 
able proposals  were  then  made  to  Mario,  which, 
after  long  hesitation,  he  accepted,  and  thence- 
forward abandoned  his  military  career,  preferring, 
doubtless,  the  exciting  life  of  the  stage,  so  full  of 
burning  emotions,  of  dazzling  successes,  to  the 
lazy  existence  of  the  soldier,  from  which  peace 
takes  at  the  same  time  all  hope  of  danger  and  ot 
glory. 

"  At  this  time  his  musical  education  really  com- 
menced. For  nine  months  he  studied  assiduously, 
surmounting  with  patience  the  obstacles  which 
were  presented  to  him  by  an  excessive  timidity, 
and  the  Italian  accent  which  his  pronunciation 
gave  to  French  words.  M.  Michelot  was  charged 
with  his  education  as  an  artist,  and  Bordogni  and 
Ponchard  directed  his  musical  studies.  The  first 
trained  this  beautiful  voice  to  all  those  delicacies 
of  vocalization,  to  that  precision  and  taste  which 
double  the  talent  of  the  singer ;  the  latter  took 
especial  pains  in  developing  the  dramatic  intelli- 
gence of  his  pupil,  and  in  imparting  that  life-like 
expression  which  enhances  the  effects  of  passion 
while  guiding  its  movements. 


"  The  task  of  the  two  skilful  professors  was  an 
easy  one,  and  the  happy  organization  of  Mario 
seconded  their  counsels  to  admiration ;  but  very 
many  attempts,  many  trials  were  necessary  to 
overcome  that  distrust  of  himself  which  silenced 
him  at  the  very  moment  when  he  should  be 
heard,  no  matter  how  indulgent  might  be  the 
judges.  He  was  no  longer  the  bold,  indefatigable 
singer,  attacking  the  most  difficult  airs  without 
giving  himself  too  great  anxiety  about  some 
doubtful  intonation,  or  some  trill  heavily  given 
or  some  tone  ill  sustained.  As  soon  as  he  knew 
the  rigorous  laws  of  song,  he  hesitated  at  every 
measure,  at  every  note,  and  in  order  to  accustom 
him  to  the  presence  of  -the  public,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  increase  gradually  the  number  of  his 
hearers  from  the  day  when  he  took  his  first  les- 
son up  to  that  when  he  appeared  before  that 
agitated,  difficult,  noisy  and  capricious  crowd  that 
is  called  the  public  of  the  opera. 

"  In  the  midst  of  this  education,  a  serious  acci- 
dent occurred,  which  suspended  the  studies  of 
Mario.  His  voice,  with  which  he  had  trifled  so 
often,  which  had  overcome,  without  injury,  the 
noisy  clamor  of  the  mess  table,  which  neither 
sea  breezes,  nor  the  acrid  fumes  of  tobacco  had 
injured — his  voice  suddenly  grew  weak  under 
the  labors  to  which  he  had  devoted  himself.  A 
disease  in  the  throat  suspended  all  the  hopes  that 
had  been  placed  in  the  young  tenor,  and  retarded 
his  debut.  The  repeated  delays  in  the  appear- 
ance of  M.  Mario  on  the  stage  of  the  opera,  had 
even  brought  his  existence  into  some  doubt,  not- 
withstanding the  frequent  bulletins  that  the  man- 
agers sent  to  the  public  journals  to  state  the  pro- 
gress of  his  convalescence.  The  sickness  of  Ma- 
rio gave  reason  to  fear  that  he  would  entirely 
lose  his  voice,  and  nothing  but  long  repose  and 
multiplied  precautions,  finally  restored  all  its 
freshness  and  compass. 

"  At  last,  after  a  year  of  persevering  study,  after 
two  decisive  trials  before  a  public  of  artists,  at  a 
brilliant  soiree  given  by  M.  Veron,  and  at  a  general 
rehearsal,  the  day  of  his  debut  was  fixed.  ii!o- 
hert  le  Diable,  which  had  not  been  sung  since  the 
departure  of  Nourrit,  was  chosen  for  this  impor- 
tant night,  and  in  spite  of  the  solicitations  of  his 
family,  and  the  representations  which,  it  is  said, 
even  the  King  of  Sardinia  caused  to  be  made  to 
him,  M.  Candia,  believing  that  he  derogated 
nothing  from  his  name  by  enrolling  it  in  this  new 
connection,  appeared  on  the  first  of  December 
on  the  stage  of  the  opera. 

"  At  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  this  whole 
world  of  illustrious  artists,  distinguished  writers, 
and  all  those  celebrities,  whose  glory,  although 
confined  to  the  precincts  of  certain  saloons,  is 
none  the  less  brilliant ;  celebrated  for  grace,  for 
beauty,  for  power,  for  wealth ;  all  those  eminent 
judges,  in  short,  who  assemble  at  all  important 
representations,  filled  the  theatre  of  the  Opera. 
The  murmur  of  conversation  which  precedes  the 
rising  of  the  curtain  gradually  died  out  during 
the  first  measures  of  the  introduction,  and  soon 
after  the  first  chorus,  all  eyes  were  fixed  upon  a 
young  man  of  charming  figure  and  elegant  car- 
riage, who  advanced  timidly.  It  was  Mario  ;  he 
hesitated  for  a  moment  in  the  presence  of  this 
brilliant  assembly,  glittering  with  diamonds, 
glowing  with  flowers,  composed  of  all  that  Pari- 
sian Society  holds  most  distinguished,  and  which 
it  had  assembled  to  judge  him.  But  the  warm 
applause  which  greeted  the  SicUienne  of  the  first 


act  completely  reassured  him,  and  so  soon  as  his 
voice  was  heard,  so  fresh  and  pure,  so  full  of 
sweetness,  his  success  was  no  longer  doubtful. 
In  the  third  act,  which  was  especially  adapted  to 
his  powers,  he  repeatedly  received  the  unanimous 
applause  of  the  audience ;  and  although  some- 
times wanting  in  energy  in  the  celebrated  trio  of 
the  fifth  act,  was  called  to  the  foot  lights  after  the 
fall  of  the  curtain,  and  multiplied  bravos  tumul- 
tuously  proclaimed  his  triumph. 

"  Now  that  M.  Mario  has  been  often  heard  we 
can  form  a  certain  judgment  upon  his  talent  and 
the  future  that  lies  before  him.  His  voice  has 
already  a  great  compass  and  its  volume  will  be 
still  more  increased  by  the  development  of  his 
head  voice  which  is  supplied  by  the  higher  tones 
of  the  chest  voice,  and  by  those  intermediate 
notes  which  serve  for  transitions  to  the  different 
regions  of  the  human  voice,  and  hy  the  aid  of 
which  M.  Mario  produces  most  charming  effects. 
His  voice,  as  we  have  said,  has  a  freshness,  a 
youth,,  which  softly  puts  the  mind  at  rest,  and  if 
the  fire  and  energy  of  passion  do  not  seem  to  be 
among  its  dominant  qualities,  it  possessed  an  ac- 
cent of  love  and  of  penetrating  tenderness  which 
will  produce  the  most  lively  emotion  when  Art 
shall  have  given  to  M.  Mario  more  confidence 
and  force." 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  earlier  part  of  the 
career  of  Mario.  From  that  time  to  the  pres- 
ent day,  as  our  readers  know,  it  is  made  up  of  an 
uninterrupted  series  of  triumphs  and  successes, 
and  he  now  holds,  without  a  rival,  the  position  of 
the  first  tenor  of  our  time.  What  he  has  done 
and  where  he  has  been,  our  readers  know,  for  his 
movements  are  recorded  from  day  to  day  in  the 
popular  journals  of  the  times.  With  undimin- 
ished power,  and  a  reputation  which  has  not 
passed  its  zenith,  he  now  comes  to  America. 


Donizetti. 

Donizetti  is  the  subject  of  a  late  letter  from 
Paris  to  the  Boston  Atlas,  which  refers  to  the 
production  of  a  posthumous  opera  of  his,  founded 
on  the  "  Exiles  of  Siberia."  The  writer  goes  on 
to  give  some  further  account  of  the  last  works 
and  days  of  this  popular  composer,  which  were 
not  embraced  in  the  sketch  of  his  life  published 
in  a  former  number  of  the  Journal  of  Music. 

In  1835  he  came  to  Paris,  where  he  wrote 
Marino  Fali^ro,  which  was  received  rather  coldly  ; 
he  returned  to  Naples  and  composed  his  immortal 
work, — what  a  chef-cV ceuvre  it  is ! — Lucia  di  Lam- 
mcrmoor  ;  which  has  been  played  with  the  same 
inexhaustible  success  in  every  country  of  the 
civilized  world.  As  long  as  there  are  voices  to 
utter  these  accents  of  a  heart  consumed  by  love, 
Lucia  will  excite  boundless  admiration.  He  re- 
turned to  Paris  in  1840,  and  in  a  jxar  gave  Les 
Martyrs,  La  Fille  du  Uegiment,  and  La  Favorite. 
You  know  the  fate  of  La  Fille  du  Regiment,  un- 
til Mile.  Jenny  Lind  took  it  u'^.  It  was  deemed 
a  failure  ;  and  had  been  quietly  laid  on  the  shelf 
of  the  arcliives  closet !  After  various  excursions 
to  Rome,  Vienna,  and  Milan,  Donizetti  returned 
to  Paris  in  1843,  when  he  wrote  for  the  Grand 
Opera  Don  Sebastian  de  Portugal,  which  was 
coldly  received  here  from  this  circumstance  :  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  had  just  been  killed  when  the 
opera  was  produced;  in  the  second  act  there  is 
the  burial  of  a  king  by  torchlight,  which  pro- 
duced the  most  disastrous  efl'ect  on  the  audience, 
who  had  just  returned  from  the  funeral  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans.  Its  success  every  where  else 
was  very  great.  In  the  same  year  he  wrote  Don 
Pascjuale  in  Paris,  and  Maria  di  Kohan  at  Vi- 
ennn ;  I  need  not  mention  their  success,  which 
continues  as  unabated  as  ever.     Donizetti's  suc- 
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cess  is  a  now  instance  of  tlie  wonderful  results 
■which  the  alliance  of  consuramate  science  and 
imafrination  may  produce.  He  was  not  only  fa- 
miliar with  the  chefs  d'muvres  of  the  great  Italian 
and  foreign  masters,  but  he  had  closely  studied 
all  the  instrumental  works  of  the  French  and  the 
German  schools.  His  erudition,  however,  never 
once  burdened  the  flights  of  his  imagination. 
His  prolificness  has  never  been  equalled ;  more 
than  once  at  rehearsals  of  full  orchestra,  lie  has 
completely  changed  passages  that  were  not  agree- 
able to  him,  and  written  over  again  cavatinas, 
duos,  and  finales.  Whenever  a  "  book"  struck 
him,  he  wrote  the  music  for  it  with  a  sort  of 
frenzy,  without  stopping  a  moment;  he  composed 
in  this  manner  La  Fiile  du  Regiment  in  a  week, 
and  Don  Pasquale  in  seventeen  days.  Donizetti 
was  both  a  poet  and  a  musician  ;  he  wrote  the 
"book  "  and  the  score  of  La  Fille  du  Regiment, 
and  Don  Pasquale.  His  talents  were  as  supple 
as  they  were  proUfic ;  be  is  the  only  composer 
since  Rossini,  who  has  understood,  and  clearly 
exhibited  on  the  stage,  the  buffo  and  the  serious 
styles.     His  genius   seemed   as  inexhaustible  as 

some  perennial  spring,  and  yet 

Let  me  now  trace  the  sombre  side  of  his  life. 
He  too  was  another  victim  to  what  I  have  called 
the  disease  of  Paris — softening  of  the  brain. 
This  wonderful  genius  soon  grew  mute,  and  ex- 
pired a  driveller.  His  friends  attribute  this  sud- 
den alteration  of  his  faculties,  to  the  annoyances 
M.  Leon  Fillet,  then  manager  of  the  Grand  Opera, 
plagued  him  withal,  during  the  rehearsals  of  Don 
Sebastien.  M.  Fillet  insisted  continually  upon 
changes  in  the  situation  and  in  the  music;  Doni- 
zetti made  them,  but  with  great  regret.  At  the 
last  rehearsal,  however,  his  discontent  could  be 
no  longer  controlled — in  the  fifth  act,  Barroilliet 
sann  under  a  charming  barcarolle  "  Pecheur  de 
la  rive ;"  the  first  strophe  was  received  with  in- 
voluntary bravos  by  the  orchestra,  and  the  second, 
with  even  greater  enthusiasm ;  M.  Fillet  insisted 
upon  his  obliterating  this  second  strophe ;  Doni- 
'  zetti  grew  angry,  and  he  left  the  opera  house 
withous  making  a  reply.  A  friend  who  accom- 
panied him,  remarked  that  shortly  after  he  left 
the  opera  his  head  fell  down  on  his  breast,  his 
eyes  grew  dim,  his  limbs  trembled — from  that 
moment  his  situation  rapidly  became  worse ;  the 
critics  were  severe  on  Don  Sehastien,  and  their 
harshness  stung  him  to  the  quick.  In  a  short 
time,  they  had  to  carry  him  to  a  private  mad 
house  near  Faris  ;  according  to  his  desire  he  was 
carried  to' Bergamo,  his  native  city;  he  reached 
there  in  April  1848. 

The  Italians  had  just  won  a  great  victory  over 
the  Austrians  at  Goito;  it  was  celebrated  with 
Italian  enthusiasm  at  Bergamo;  the  population 
poured  into  the  streets,  cheers  were  raised  con- 
tinually, the  cannon  pealed,  the  bells  chimed 
carols.  Hearing  all  this  noise,  Donizetti's  reason 
seenied  to  return  to  him  again  ;  he  raised  himself 
up  in  his  bed,  murmured:  "Country!  Freed!" 
and  fell  back  a  corpse. 

_  His  posthumous  opera,  which  the  Theatre  Ly- 
rique  is  now  playing,  is  in  every  respect  worth)' 
of  him,  and  is  nightly  received  with  a  good  deal 
of  enthusinsm. 


[From  the  New  Torlc  Musical  Eeview.] 

Music  at  the  Five  Points. 

"Misery  makes  one  acquainted  with  queer 
bed-fellows,"  it  is  said ;  so,  too,  do  labors  of  be- 
nevolence and  humanity.  "  Gentility  amonir 
Congressmen,"  "frankness  among  diplomatists," 
and  "  brotherly-love  on  Wall  'street,"  would 
sound  hardly  more  incongruous  than  "  music  at 
the  Five  Foints  !"  Yet,  "angel-like,  it  descends 
to  depths  of  degradation  as  low  as  this,  and  breathes 
of  purity  and  love  where  hate  and  corruption 
have  so  long  held  sway.  Such  seemed  to  us  its 
mission  when,  a  few  evenings  since,  we  attended 
a  kind  of  free  concert  at  the  Five-Foints,  given 
by  the  children  of  the  House  of  Industrv,  under 
the  direction  of  W.  C.  Van  Meter,  the  boys 
and  girls  who  took  part  in  these  performances 
numbered  eighty,  perhaps,  and  varied  in  age 
from  four  to  fourteen  years.  They  sang  with  a 
precision  and  expression  that  would  do  credit  to 


children  educated  in  circles  of  refinement.  It  is 
not,  howevei-,  with  a  view  of  criticising  that  we 
refer  to  it,  but  rather  to  call  attention  to  the  be- 
nign influence  that  music  is  exerting  in  this  de- 
graded locality.  The  concert  was  given  on  the 
first  floor,  and,  the  doors  and  windows  being  open, 
what  a  motley  crowd  did  the  singing  attract! 
Beside  the  inmates  of  the  HoXise  of  Industry,  and 
a  few  from  the  upper  stratum  of  society,  who, 
like  ourselves,  probably  went  to  see  what  a  con- 
cert at  the  Five-Points  was  like,  there  were  rep- 
resentatives from  almost  every  nation  under 
heaven,  differins  in  language,  complexion,  talent, 
and  early  association ;  agreeing  only  in  their 
squalor  and  degradation.  Here  were  ragged  men 
from  the  "  vine-clad  banks  of  the-Rhine,"  with 
dubious  cloth  caps,  like  shovelfuls  of  mud  stuck 
on  their  heads,  and  falling  down  behind  or  on  one 
side ;  bare-footed  women,  bloated  by  intemper- 
ance or  emaciated  by  want,  who,  in  the  days  of 
girlhood,  gaily  poised  upon  their  heads  the  bur- 
den of  a  Bordeaux  or  Appennine  vintage,  or 
echoed  the  Ranz  des  VacJies  amid  the  Alps ;  and 
forsaken  boys  and  girls,  with  strong  Irish  accent, 
who,  like  Jo,  in  "  Bleak  House,"  live  in  "  Tom- 
all-alone"  alleys,  or  sleep  in  carts  and  coal-boxes. 
Slyly  they  sidle  in  at  the  door  and,  with  a  hang- 
dog air,  creep  to  seats  while  the  children  sing  of 
that  heavenly  whisper,  "  Come  to  me,"  till  the 
room  is  full ;  and  then  they  gather  about  the 
doors  and  windows,  listening  with  hushed  breath 
and  with  the  queerest  admixture  of  expression 
upon  their  faces  that  we  ever  beheld  in  a  concert 
audience  before.  What  a  study  it  would  have 
been  for  a  painter !  "  Merrily,  merrily  sound  the 
strain  "  falls  upon  the  ears  of  the  adults  like  a 
bitter  mockery.  It  seems  a  ray  of  hope,  but  only 
a  ray  intercepted  by  a  back-ground  of  despair, 
which  envelops  the  soul  like  a  pall,  and  prevents 
the  ignition  of  even  a  tinder  of  self-respect. 
Gone  are  the  happy  dreams  of  childhood — dreams 
of  innocence  and  bliss.  Gone  are  the  hopes  of 
early  years — the  aspirations  of  youth — manhood's 
high  resolves.  Gone,  all  gone,  and  crime,  degra- 
dation, and  public  opinion  coil  about  them  in 
triple  folds  to  hiss  in  their  ears  that  terrible  word 
— "for  ever!"  But  not  so  with  the  children. 
Some  of  them,  it  is  true,  are  familiar  with  the 
Tombs,  Blackwell's  Island,/and  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection, but  many  are  at  heart  uncontaminated 
by  positive  crime,  and  none  have  gone  so  far  on 
the  road  to  ruin  but  that  the  song,  "I  want  to  be 
an  angel,"  awakens  in  their  minds  visions  of  purity, 
and  inspires  their  hearts  with  a  hope  of  goodness. 
What  wonder  then  that  their  besmeared  faces, 
are  illumed  with  joy  as  they  listen  to  the  neatly- 
dressed  minstrels  who  a  few  weeks  since  were  as 
low  in  the  scale  of  human  being  as  themselves  ? 
Is  there  not  hope  too  for  them  ?  May  they  not 
too  rise  to  morality,  intelligence,  and  respecta- 
bility? Thus  does  the  music  to  which  they  listen 
become  to  them,  like  Noah's  dove,  a  harbinger  of 
better  things.  It  assures  them  that  the  waves  of 
desolation  against  which  they  are  struggling  are 
beginning  to  abate,  and  that  green,  sunny  spots 
are  making  their  appearance  upon  which  they,  in 
common  with  the  more  favored  portions  of  man- 
kind, may  reap  the  fruits  of  virtue  and  intelli- 
gence. They  catch  the  melodies  sung,  associated 
as  they  are  with  words  of  truth  and  religion  ;  and 
almost  any  evening,  as  if  by  a  happy  infection, 
these  poor  outcast  children  of  the  Five-Points 
not  belonging  to  the  House  of  Industry  may  be 
seen  marching  in  front  of  grog-shops  and  dens  of 
infamy,  singing  "  I'll  not  give  up  the  Bible,"  "  I 
want  to  be  an  angel,"  etc.,  etc.  Who  does  not 
see  that  music  is  thus  exerting  a  powerful  influ- 
ence for  the  redemption  of  this  district  of  vice 
and  crime  ?  Like  the  bird  that  carries  to  the 
desolate  wilderness  seeds  of  fruits  and  flowers  till 
it  blossoms  like  an  Eden,  so  does  music  become 
the  messenger  of  religion,  purity,  and  intelligence. 
If,  therefore,  instead  of  a  chapel  holding  throe  or 
four  hundred  persons,  the  House  of  Industry,  or 
some  similar  institution,  were  provided  with  one 
accommodating  one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred, 
what  a  powerful  auxiliary  free  concerts  might 
become,  in  connection  with  the  other  agencies 
employed,  for  the  redemption  of  the  Five- 
Points  I 
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Music  in  Universities. 

The  University  System  is  undergoing  one  of 
those  siftings  and  rummagings  which  Parliament 
periodically  takes  into  its  head  to  bestow  on  the 
antiquities  of  the  land ;  the  ostensible  purpose 
being  to  render  the  "seats  of  learning"  more  prac- 
tically available  to  the  mass  of  the  people, — the 
real  motive,  perhaps,  going  meanwhile  a  shade 
deeper.  *  *  *  Is  it  not  possible,  then,  that 
our  own  Art  may  be  fortunate  enough  to  get  some 
step  in  the  general  promotions  of  things  real  and 
practical  ?  We  know  the  question  is  surrounded 
with  difficulties.  It  is  in  vain,  for  instance,  to  ex- 
pect any  government  assistance ;  never  under  a 
semi-democratic  constitution,  such  as  ours,  will  the 
State  trouble  itself  about  imaginative  arts — least 
of  all  about  music.  It  will  see  after  the  health 
and,  perhaps,  morals  of  the  people.  It  will  do  its 
best  to  provide  them  fresh  air,  clean  water,  decent 
lodgings, and  Battersea  schoolmasters;  but  if  they 
want  fiddlers  they  must  find  them,  and  pay  them 
themselves.  Whatever  aid,  then,  the  universities 
can  contribute  to  advance  the  study  of  music, 
must  be  voluntarily  on  their  part.  Truly  enough 
the  "seats  of  learning"  have,  for  centuries  past, 
professed  to  teach  music.  They  have,  at  least 
nominally,  included  it  in  their  academical  course. 
They  have  formall}'  appointed  professors,  and,  as 
formally,  conferred  degrees.  But  the  system,  as 
it  now  exists,  has  no  vitality.  Since  the  days  of 
the  madrigalists,  when  a  "  knowledge  of  music 
and  singing  at  sight "  formed  part  of  every 
English  gentleman's  education,  study  of  the  sub- 
ject has  gradually  dwindled  down  to  mere  liking 
and  fashion.  It  has  now  become  a  mere  matter  of 
amusement,  and  even  as  such,  we  suspect,  takes 
but  minor  rank  in  competition  with  the  pipe,  the 
bottle,  and  the  boat.  We  much  doubt,  for  instance, 
the  success  of  such  an  announcement  as  that  "  the 
professor  of  music  will  commence  a  course  of  lec- 
tures on  the  higher  branches  of  the  art."  To 
make  such  a  thing  popular — to  make  it  pay,  in 
short — we  much  doubt  whether  the  only  prudent 
course  open  to  the  professor  aforesaid  would  not 
be  to  promise,  en  suite,  a  "  complete  exposition  of 
the  art  of  double-tongueing,  as  applied  to  the  cor- 
net-k-plston.""  So  entirely,  indeed,  has  music 
fallen  out  of  serious  consideration  at  the  Univer- 
sities, that  the  professorships,  while  retaining  their 
legal  privilege,  carry  with  them  no  social  impor- 
tance save  what  is  conferred  by  the  personal 
qualities  of  the  holders.  Thus  we  find  such  men 
as  Walmisley  at  Cambridge  and  BIytho  and  Corfe 
at  Oxford,  plucking  up  resolution  to  toil  through 
the  wilds  of  Xenophon  and  algebra  up  to  the  de- 
gree of  M.  A. ; — and  in  this  very  act  of  praisewor- 
thy and  voluntary  labor  confessing  that,  highly- 
sounding  to  outsiders  as  may  be  the  titles,  "  pro- 
fessors of  music,"  and  "  Mus.  Doc,"  they,  in 
reality,  give  their  holders  no  desirable  amount  of 
status  in  the  Universities.  But  surely,  this 
condition  of  things  might  be  improved.  Surely, 
with  a  just  recognition  of  the  claims  of  a  beautiful 
art,  on  the  side  of  the  Universities,  and — what 
would  certainly  follow— a  course  of  energetic  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Professors,  music  would 
make  herself  known  as  the  great  and  useful,  as 
well  as  the  mere  finical  and  ornamental.  To  say 
nothing  of  the  spread  of  true  taste  and  the  prin- 
ciples which  form  it,  musical  lectures  at  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  would  be  of  infinite  benefit  to  that 
large  class  of  men  constantly  in  course  of  educa- 
tion for  the  church.  The  clergy  at  present  have 
a  special  craving  for  musical  knowledge.  They 
perceive  its  use  in  the  public  duties  of  their  call- 
ing. They  know  their  own  deficiency  in  it,  and 
failing  its  aquisition  in  those  schools  where  they 
have  been  otherwise  educated,  very  naturally  fall 
into  the  hands  of  quacks.  LTniversity  lectures 
would  be  of  infinite  service  to  music,  and  church- 
music  pre-eminently,  if  they  went  but  the  length 
of  purging  the  clerical  mind  of  that  reverence  for 
Ambrosian  and  Gregorian  barbarisms  with  which 
— whether  for  purely  musical  pui'poses  or  other- 
loise — it  has  latterly  been  so  sedulously  indoctri- 
nated. On  this  point,  the  functions  of  the  Uni- 
versity Professors  have  been  usurped  by  a  set  of 
men  who,  calling  themselves  "  priests,"  appear  to     J  p 
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infer  from  their  title  a  consciousness  of  authority 
to  teach.  And  they  do  teach.  Without  anything 
beyond  the  merest  alphabetical  knowledge  without 
taste,  without  power,  either  creative  or  apprecia- 
tive, they  have  contrived  to  persuade  a  host  of 
men,  who  must  always  possess  influence  from  their 
position,  that  the  perfection  of  church  music  is 
only  to  be  found  in  the  monotonous  "  plain  song" 
of  a  period  when  art  could  not  yet  be  said  to  exist 
and  musical  sound  itself  was  but  dimly  struggling 
for  utterance  amidst  the  first  uncouth  attempts  to 
form  an  intelligible  scale.  Fortified  with  knowl- 
edge of  their  subject,  and  armed  with  authority 
to  speak,  what  might  not  the  University  professors 
do  in  this  behalf — especially  against  such  antag- 
onists !  At  least,  they  could  show  that  art  was 
ever  progressive;  that  neither  pope,  nor  priest, 
nor  king,  had  power  to  decree  its  limit  or  fitness, 
that  the  most  beautiful  was,  is,  and  shall  be  the 
best  offering  of  the  creature  to  his  Creator;  and 
finally,  perhaps,  might  be  able  to  gentiy  insinuate 
a  key  to  the  whole  mystery  of  the  Gregorian  po- 
sition, by  suggesting  that  such  vagabonds  as  Pur- 
cell  and  Croft — to  say  nothing  of  the  archer 
heretics.  Bach  and  Handel — had  the  misfortune  to 
be  born  after  the  Lutheran  Reformation. 

The  other  university  function  with  respect  to 
music — the  conferring  of  degrees — has  difficulties 
peculiar  to  itself.  Where  the  e.xact  sciences  are 
concerned,  it  is  easy  to  determine  with  certainty 
a  man's  capacity.  Plls  qualities  must  be  either 
affirmative  or  negative.  The  results  of  this  work 
must  come  out  either  i-ight  or  wrong.  Mere  cat- 
echetical accuracy  carried  to  the  limit  of  an 
examination-paper,  will  place  him  Senior  Wran- 
gler of  his  term.  Even  if  he  go  beyond  this ;  if 
he  add  invention  to  scholarship  ;  if  he  be  another 
Newton,  or  Laplace,  or  Adams,  he  need  dread  no 
criticism  on  his  novelties.  His  discoveries  must  be 
susceptible  of  demonstration.  If  right,  he  is  ca- 
pable of  so  proving  himself.  There  is  no  room 
for  difl'erence  of  taste  or  opinion.  But  the  case  is 
widely  different  with  the  imaginative  arts,  and 
with  music  probably  more  so  than  with  any  other. 
Who  is  to  say  of  a  composer  that  he  is  right  or 
wrong,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  mere  grammar  of 
his  art?  Who  will  ventui-e  to  provide  some  in- 
fallible mode  of  proof  whereby  \\\s,  inoenlions  may 
be  adopted  or  rejected,  not  only  for  to-day  but 
forever?  A  candidate  for  university  honors  in 
music  may  be  shown  to  spell  his  harmonies  cor- 
rectly, to  commit  no  absurdities  in  modulation 
and  to  write  good  counterpoint.  But  beyond 
these,- — and  just,  indeed,  at  the  commencement  of 
those  qualities  which  only  can  define  a  musician's 
place  in  the  world, — everything  must  depend  on 
the  taste,  liberality,  and  enlightened  feeling  of  his 
judge.  In  such  a  case  genius  itself  may  happen 
to  ajipeal  to  a  tribunal  nttei-ly  insensible  of  its 
charms.  We  can  imagine  that  fifty  years  since, 
Beethoven  would  have  stood  a  good  chance  of 
being  "plu'kcd"  at  either  Oxford  or  Cambridge. 
To  these  difficulties  there  can  be  no  solution,  save 
■what  may  be  found  in  the  appointment  of  only 
the  highest  class  of  men  to  the  professorships;  and 
we  willingly  concede  tliat,  at  both  Universities, 
the  duties  of  examination  are  now  more  zealously 
and  ably  performed  than  at  any  former  period. 
Yet,  considering  the  mint  stamp  thus  set  on  a  man 
— considering  the  mysterious  importance,  in  many 
people's  eyes,  of  the  syllables  "  Mus.  Doc."  we 
cannot  help  regretting  that  the  tests  applied  are 
not  of  wider  range  and  more  searching  difficulty. 
If  University  distinction  is  to  carry  with  it  any 
speciality  of  rank  and  influence  in  the  world  of 
art,  every  possible  precaution  should  be  taken 
against  the  chance  of  its  frivolous  or  unworthy 
bestowal. 

Anecdote  of  Alboni.  —  The  character  of 
Alboni  is  a  compound  of  winning  frankness  and 
strange  caprice.  She  has  often  been  compared 
to  a  German  student,  having  all  the  sang  frnid 
and  courage  usually  attributed  to  that  class.  An 
amusing  incident  occurred  during  her  stay  at 
Trieste.  Having  heard  on  the  day  of  her  arrival 
that  a  cabal  against  her  was  being  organized,  she 
wended  her  way  to  the  estaminet  and  mingled 
amongst  the  conspirators — her  short  locks,  full 
figure,  and  deijage  air,  rendering  it  difficult  to 


divine  her  sex.  "  I  am  a  stranger,"  said  Alboni, 
addressing  herself  to  the  Brutus  of  the  cabal, 
"  but  if  there's  fun  on  hand,  count  on  me." 
"  Agreed,"  was  the  reply  ;  "  we  are  preparing  to 
hiss  down  a  cantatrice  this  evening."  "  What 
has  she  done — anything  wicked  ?  "  "  We  know 
nothing  about  her,  except  that  she  comes  from 
Rome,  and  we  wish  to  have  no  singers  here  of 
whose  reputation  we  are  not  the  creators."  "  That 
appears  to  me  fair  enough.  Now,  as  to  the  part 
I  am  to  take  in  the  affair  ?  "  "  Take  this  whistle ; 
each  of  us  carries  a  similar  one.  At  a  signal 
which  will  be  given  after  the  air  of  '  Rosina,'  in 
the  '  Barber  of  Seville,'  you  have  but  to  add 
to  the  tempest  which  will  be  raised."  "  I  com- 
prehend," said  Alboni,  and  faithful  to  her  dis- 
guise, she  received  from  the  hand  of  her  dupe  a 
pretty  black  whistle  attached  to  a  red  ribbon. 
That  night  the  theatre  bent  under  the  weight  of 
spectators,  At  the  rising  of  the  curtain,  '  Alma- 
viva' and  'Figaro,'  two  favorites,  were  listened 
to  with  attention;  but  when  '  Rosina '  appeared 
in  the  scene  in  which  she  addressed  the  zealous 
tutor,  a  half  dozen  whistles  sounded  their  shrill 
notes  through  the  house,  unmindful  of  the  signal 
to  be  given  by  the  leaders  of  the  cabal.  Alboni 
advanced  to  the  foot-lights,  and  displayed  the 
whistle  suspended  round  her  neck.  "  Gentlemen," 
said  she,  with  a  smile,  "  We  must  not  hiss  me,  but 
the  cavatina;  you  have  commenced  too  soon." 
There  was  a  moment  of  silence ;  then  thunders 
of  applause  rang  through  the  house.  The  canta- 
trice was  that  night  recalled  eleven  times  amidst 
showers  of  bouquets.  "  I  had  no  idea  that  3'ou 
was  aware  of  this  cabal!"  said  the  director  after 
the  performance,  as  he  kissed  her  hand.  "  My 
dear  impresario,"  replied  she,  "  it  is  here  as  in 
politics ; — you  must  conduct  the  movement,  or 
else  be  swept  away.— Court  Journal. 


HOT  NOON. 

BY   FKEDERIC  TENNYSON. 

The  winds  are  hushed,  the  clouds  have  ceased  to  sail, 

And  lie  like  islands  in  the  Ocean-day, 

The  flowers  hang  down  their  heads,  and  far  away 
A  faint  bell  tinkles  in  a  sun-drowned  vale; 

No  voice  but  the  cicala's  whirring  note — 
No  motion  but  the  grasshoppers  that  leap — 

The  reaper  pours  into  his  burning  throat 
The  last  drops  ('f  his  flask,  and  falls  asleep. 

The  rippling  flood  of  a  clear  mountain  stream 

Fleets  by,  and  makes  sweet  babble  with  the  stones; 

The  sleepy  music  with  its  murmuring  tones 
Lays  me  at  noontime  in  Arcadian  dream; 

Hard  by  soft  night  of  summer  bowers  is  seen, 
With  trellised  vintage  curtaining  a  cove 

Whose  diamond  mirror  paints  the  amber-green, 
The  glooming  bunches  and  the  boughs  above. 

Finches,  and  moths,  and  gold-dropt  dragon  flies 
Dip  in  their  wings,  and  a  young  village  daughter 
Is  bending  with  her  pitcher  o'er  the  water; 

Her  round  arm  imaged,  and  her  laughing  eyes, 
And  the  fair  brow  amid  the  flowing  hair, 

Look  like  the  Nymphs  for  Hylas'  coming  up. 
Pictured  among  the  leaves  and  fruitage  there; 

Or  the  boy's  self  a-drowning  with  his  cup. 

Up  through  the  vines,  her  urn  upon  her  head, 
Her  feet  unsandalled,  and  her  dark  locks  free, 
She  takes  her  way,  a  lovely  thing  to  see. 

And  like  a  skylark  starting  from  its  bed, 
A  glancing  meteor,  or  a  tongue  of  flame. 

Or  virgin  waters  gushing  from  their  springs, 
Her  hope  flies  up— her  heart  is  pure  of  blame — 

On  wings  of  sound— she  sings!  0  how  she  sings! 
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London. 

EoYAL  iTAr.iAN  OpEKA. — f-Jere  Otdlo  has  been  repro- 
duced, with  Rime.  Viardot  (Pauline  Garcia)  as  Desde- 
mona,  and  Lablache  as  Elmiro,  but  seems  not  to  have 
excited  any  great  enthusiasm.  Subsequently,  on  one 
of  Grisi's  farewell  nights,  Lucrezia  Borgia  was  given. 
I^rnani  was  announced,  but  withdrawn  on  account  of 


the  illness  {not  indisposition)  of  Mme.  Bosio.  Then. ia 
Favoritn,  with  Grisi,  Mario,  Lablache  and  Bartolini,  and 
this  performance,  says  the  London  Musical  World,  was 
almost  equal  to  any  that  has  been  given  at  the  Royal 
Italian  Opera. 

On  Friday  morning  a  grand  concert  was  announced, 
in  which  JIme.  Grisi  was  to  have  made  her  last  appear- 
ance in  England  at  a  concert.  Visitors  came  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  the  theatre  was  crowded  to 
suffocation.  But  the  audience  was  fated  to  be  disap- 
pointed. Upon  entering  the  theatre  an  ominous  poster 
was  to  be  seen,  stating  that  Mme.  Grisi  was  ill  and  could 
not  sing.  But  the  programme  was  rich  in  names  and 
morceaux,  a  hope  was  entertained  that  amends  would  be 
made  for  a  disappointment.  Among  other  things,  Ros- 
sini's Stnbai  Muter  was  to  be  given,  and  with  Sig.  Mario 
in  the  first  tenor  part.  The  concert  did  open  with  the 
Slabdl  Mater,  but  Sig.  Mario  did  not  appear  when  it 
came  his  turn  to  sing  the  '  Cujus  Animam.'  When  he 
did  conne.  move  than  half  an  hour  later  than  he  was  ex- 
pected, he  was  received  very  cordially,  but  at  the  end  of 
the  air,  which  he  sang  mezzn  voce,  there  were  some  signs 
of  dissatisfaction,  with  wdiich  the  great  tenor  did  not 
appear  pleased.  Enough  to  say,  that  Sig.  Mario  declined 
to  appear  again  during  the  performance,  and  left  the 
theatre;  that  the  concert  had  to  be  curtailed,  and  all  the 
pieces  changed;  and  that  Mr.  Harris  had  to  make  five 
speeches,  and  could  only  establish  order,  after  stating, 
that  those  who  pleased  might  have  tlieir  money  returned. 
The  entertainment  was  then  allowed  to  proceed,  but  a 
great  many  had  left  the  house. 

Royal  Opera,  Drury  Lase.  —  Lucrezla  Borgia, 
Norma,  La  Sonnamhula,  and  Lucia,  have  been  given 
liere,  the  last  alone  creating  any  enthusiasm.  Masaniello 
and  the  Euguenois  announced,  and  withdrawn,  and  Fra 
Diavolo  promised,  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sims  Reeves  as  the 
Brigand  and  Zerlma. 

Oper.\  Comique. — Here  Madame  Marie  Cabel  wins , 
golden  opinions  for  her  charms  both  as  actress  and  singer. 
She  has  appeared  in  La  Fille  du  Regiment,  La  Sir'enet 
and  Les  Dianiants  de  la  Couronne. 

Concerts  and  Matinees  have  been  given  by  divers 
people  of  whom  we  never  before  heard.  Among  them, 
Mme.  Oury,  Mme.  Nissen-Saloman,  Mme.  Dreyfus, 
Mile.  Louise  Christine  and  Mme.  Corinna  de  Luigi.  The 
programmes  present  nothing  of  interest  to  our  readers, 
and  we  therefore  only  record  the  names.  Mrs.  Morgan 
Clifford,  (apparently  a  lady  of  fashion,)  gave  a  Soiree 
ifusicaXe  at  her  residence,  Belgrave  Square,  "  to  a  large 
circle  of  her  fashionable  friends,"  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Wylde,  where  a  choice  selection  of  music  was  per- 
formed, the  principal  performers  being  Mile.  Clauss, 
Mme.  Amadei  and  Herr  Jansa. 

Paris. 

The  past  week  has  been  of  gi-eat  importance  to  the 
Grand  Opera.  During  the  last  seas-on  M.  Roqueplan, 
the  director,  (like  every  other  manager  I  ever  heard  of 
except  Messrs  Barnum  and  Kimball,)  found  his  difficul- 
ties increasing,  and  made  a  statement  to  the  govern- 
ment that  unless  some  aid  should  be  afforded,  he  should 
be  compelled  to  "  call  it  half  a  day."  The  Emperor  di- 
rected an  examination  to  be  made  of  the  affairs,  and  a 
Board  of  seven  Commissioners  were  appointed  for  that 
purpose  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  M.  de  Persigny. 
M.  Troplo'ng,  the  President  of  the  Senate,  was  the  chief 
of  this  commission.  The  report  of  their  proceedings 
has  just  been  made  public.  They  appear  to  have  per- 
formed their  work  most  thoroughly,  and  state  that 
prompt  action  is  necessary  to  save  the  Opera  from  the 
dissolution  with  which  fin.incial  embarrassments  threaten 
it.  They  attach  no  blame  to  any  person  lor  this  state  of 
things — but  say  that  the  wdiole  history  of  the  Opera, 
from  the  age  of  Louis  XIV.  to  the  present  time,  shows 
that  it  can  never  be  made  a  profitable  speculation.  They 
speak  of  the  Opera  as  a  school  of  retineraent  and  musi- 
cal taste,  and  as  no  less  an  ornament  to  a  great  capital, 
than  its  Museums,  Libraries,  and  Galleries  of  Art;— and 
deserving  the  aid  of  Government  on  the  same  principles 
that  thev  do.  They  say  that  the  State  came  to  the  as 
sistance"  of  the  The.-itre  Francaise  in  its  troubles,  and 
should  not  now  do  less  for  the  Lyric  Muse  than  it  did 
for  the  Tragic.  Napoleon  I.  made  a  grant  to  the  Opera 
of  an  annual  subvention  of  720.000  francs,  which  con- 
tiimed  until  the  revohUion  of  1830.  It  was  during  tliis 
period  that  its  highest  perfection  was  attained,  and  the 
triumphs  of  Spontini,  Gluck  and  Piccini,  were  .achieved. 
After  the  revolution  of  1S30,  the  annual  grant  was  very 
considerably  reduced— but  the  Opera  continued,  sus- 
tained by  the  genius  of  Rossini,  though  already  begin- 
ning to  totter.  The  success  of  iUeyerbeer's  Robert  le 
Diable  postponed,  fora  few  years,  the  ruin  which  awaited 
it  at  the  time  when  the  Imperial  Commissioners  took  it 
in  hand.  The  report  concludes  by  recommending,  not 
an  annual  subvention,  but  the  assumption  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Ihe  entire  concern,  and  of  its  future  direc- 
tion. The  report  has  been  accepted,  and,  on  August  1st, 
the  Grand  Opera  will  open  under  Imperial  management, 
M.  Roqueplan  bemg  retained  as  director,  according  to 
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the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners.  This  ar- 
rangement has  everywhere  met  with  tlie  most  unquali- 
fied approval,  and  the  musical  expectations  of  Paris  are 
of  a  most  enthusiastic  nature. 

As  a  Bosronian,  I  cannot  but  blush  to  read  of  such 
care  for  the  amusement  of  the  people,  and  contrast  it 
with  the  municipal  sagacity  which  cannot  furnish  the 
inhabitants  of  Boston  with  but  four  hours  of  martial 
music  a  week. —  Cor.  Evening  Gazette. 

The  opera  is  to  open  on  the  1st  or  15th  of  this  month, 
with  La  Juice,  in  which  Mile.  Donati  is  to  make  her 
debut.  Mme.  Stolz  is  to  reappear  in  La  Favo7'ita  in  the 
course  of  this  month. 

The  new  opera  by  Scribe  and  Gounod  will  be  brought 
out  early  in  September;  and  that  of  Scribe  and  Verdi, 
which  is  to  be  the  great  novelty  of  the  season,  will  be 
put  in  rehearsal  in  September. 

Tedesco  has  left  Paris  for  Milan,  on  her  way  to  Ham- 
burg. She  then  returns  to  Paris,  where  she  will  remain 
until  her  departure  for  St.  Petersburg. 

Dmiglif  0  ^Ditrnal  nf  3^lE0ir. 

BOSTON,  AUG.  12,  1854. 

Editorial  Correspondence. 

Golden  Weather — Pleasant  Route  —  Mountain 
Air  —  Waterfalls  —  Good  Days  —  Boolcs  and 
Brooks — Gan  Eden,  {Garden  of  Delights) — 
Walden,  or  Life  in  the  Woods. 

North  Conway,  N.  H.,  Aug.  8, 1854. 

Sun  and  moon,  good  stars  and  gentle  influ- 
ences have  thus  far  smiled  upon  our  absenteeism ; 
and  emboldened  by  continuance  of  these  provi- 
dential tokens,  we  accept  another  week's  extension 
of  our  furlough.  The  weather,  every  hour  of  it, 
for  the  full  fortnight  since  we  took  the  cars  for 
Portland,  has  been  wonderfully  fine.  There  ne- 
ver were  such  days  for  mountaineering.  Clouds, 
if  they  come  at  all,  come  only  for  grateful  shade, 
or  for  adornment  of  the  land-and-sky-scape,  and 
rich  draping  of  the  brawny  mountain  figures  all 
around  us.  Rain  and  east  wind  have  faded  into 
dim  traditions.  And  so  have  the  muggy,  steamy 
dog-days  that  made  August's  beauty  tantalize  us 
in  our  sweltering  impotence  for  its  enjoyment. 
This  is  another  world  from  all  that ;  we  draw 
long  breaths,  with  fresh  and  childlike  gusto,  under 
a  new  dispensation,  a  whole  fortnight's  millennium 
and  eternity  of  pure  exemption  from  the  vulgar 
curse  of  "  weather."  The  elements,  with  one 
consent,  seem  to  have  ruled  that  we  should  taste 
our  fortnight's  liberty  in  its  integrity ;  dull  wea- 
ther should  not  rob  us  of  one  golden  grain  of  it. 
Such  goodness,  then,  such  comfort  still  remained 
for  a  poor  hacknied  editor !  Were  he  but  in- 
wardly attuned  and  sound  and  strong  in  every 
chord  to  answer  opportunely  to  such  glorious 
invitation ! 

The  only  rain  that  we  have  had,  set  out  with 
us  on  that  first  morning,  as  if  specially  commis- 
sioned to  sprinkle  our  railroad  path  before  us, 
laying  the  dust,  cooling  the  air,  shading  the  eyes, 
and  spreading  a  fresh  miracle  of  greenness  over 
the  fields  through  which  we  flew,  so  that  the  first 
glimpse  of  Nature  was  a  cordial  and  inspiring 
welcome  out  of  the  hot  and  feverish  city.  We 
blessed  the  rain.  With  gentle  hand  this  sympa- 
thetic ministering  nymph  or  goddess  veiled  the 
background,  and  brought  out  the  nearer  and 
minuter  beauties  into  most  appreciable  light  on 
either  side  of  our  swift  course,  each  tree  and 
flower  touched  up  and  glistening  in  its  cleanest 
individuality.  Fire-weeds  and  golden-rods,  blue 
and  purple  asters  and  spiraeas  by  the  dry  road. 


<b?i 


sides ;  lilies,  like  floating  silver  stars  or  golden 
cups  upon  the  ponds  ;  bright  cardinals,  or  (rarer 
and  selecter  blessings)  the  delicate,  faint-perfumed 
purple-fringed  orchises,  amid  the  luxuriant  ver- 
dure of  the  brook-courses, — flung  friendliest,  glee- 
some  greeting  as  we  passed.  Each  had  something 
new  to  say,  some  word  of  wisdom,  newly  inspired, 
and  yet  old  as  the  sublime  and  simple  truths  of 
God,  which  %ve  forget,  and  sweet  as  the  heaven- 
liest  memories  of  youth  and  youth's  anticipations 
and  aspirings.  A  separate  appetite  sprung  with- 
in us,  answering  to  each  separate  flower,  and 
eagerly  rejoicing  in  the  frequent  repetition  of 
each  kind  along  the  route.  The  rain  nymph 
that  so  kindly  watered  those  fair  plants  for  us,  as 
kindly  left  us  when  we  neared  the  mountain 
region  and  the  White  Mountain  Station-House  at 
Gorham.  The  air  that  then  came  to  us  from  the 
western  mountains  was  a  positive  luxury  to 
breathe.  This,  more  than  all,  made  it  a  new 
world  to  prisoners  of  the  city.  If  there  be  any- 
thing that  has  to  do  with  health  of  mind  and  body 
more  than  all  other  outward  causes  put  together, 
it  is  atmosphere.  The  air,  the  breath,  was  fitly 
made  the  type  of  the  divine  spirit,  the  all-ani- 
mating. In  pure  air  almost  everj'thing  is  whole- 
some, and  excess  repairs  its  own  consumption. 
In  bad  air,  what  we  do  discourages,  and  what  we 
eat  agrees  not  with  us  ;  then  the  lightest  food  is 
lead  upon  the  stomach,  and  the  nectar  of  the  gods 
but  stupefies  and  poisons  us.  Man  takes  his  best 
food  through  his  lungs,  and  digests  and  appropriates 
it  through  his  nervous  system,  where  the  material 
and  the  spiritual  seem  to  intimately  meet  and 
blend.  It  is  not  merely  heat  or  cold  that  makes 
the  difl'erence.  Heat  among  the  mountains  is 
wholsomer  than  cold  in  cities.  The  thermometer 
does  not  measure  the  vital  quality  we  speak  of. 
It  is  not  so  much  the  temperature,  as  the  temper- 
ament of  the  atmosphere  and  of  the  season  which 
we  sensitively  look  to.  Who  can  be  poet,  saint, 
or  genial  companion  in  a  Boston  "  east  wind  "  ? 
Who  an  imbecile  complainer  in  this  mountain 
air,  though  the  thermometer  should  reach  100°V 

At  Gorham  we  spent  a  day,  repaid  with  interest 
in  good  air,  deliciously  sweet  brook  trout,  and 
raspberries  with  the  true  mountain  flavor  and 
redness,  pleasant  walks  with  peeps. southward  to 
Mt.  Moriah  and  Mt.  Carter  and  the  sharp  peak 
of  Mt.  Adams,  an  excursion  to  Berlin  falls,  and  a 
most  extempore  shower-bath — we  will  not  call  it 
a  rain,  in  the  hot  afternoon,  when  with  no  warn- 
ing but  a  whistle  and  a  rushing  sound,  a  deluge  of 
big  drops  swept  almost  horizontally  down  through 
the  valley,  and  left  all  glistening  in  the  sunshine 
again  as  it  followed  the  windings  of  other  vallies 
in  the  distance,  as  if  kindly  Aquarius  had  taken 
it  in  hand  to  water  each  in  turn  and  with  a  will. 
This  cooled  our  way  again,  as  we  set  out  in  the 
mellow  sunset,  down  through  the  wooded  valley, 
with  the  Peabody  river  prattling  beside  us,  and 
grand  vistas  of  the  White  Mountains  opening  ever 
and  anon  through  the  woods,  some  nine  miles  to 
the  hospitable  Glen  House.  Here  Washington 
and  Jefferson  and  Adams  rose  high  and  solemn 
under  the  cool  stars,  from  our  very  feet ;  the 
slender  crescent  of  the  new  moon  surprising  us, 
as  new  moons  always  do,  but  this  time,  for  a 
rarity,  right  over  the  shoulder  of  Mt.  Washington. 
Two  days  about  the  Glen  House  were  most  richly 
spent.  To  those  who  had  never  ascended  before, 
here  was  the  point,  and  these  the  days,  for  the 
quickest  ascent  and  clear  views  upon  this  "  mon- 


arch of  (our)  mountains," — we  suppose  we  must 
say  president,  however,  instead  of  monarch.  We 
rambled  rather  down  the  glen,  having  appeased 
that  higher  longing  once  before,  and  visited  the 
Glen  Ellis  or  "Pitcher"  Falls,  grand  by  their 
vast  mountain  surroundings ;  and,  more  difficult 
•of  access,  up  the  stony  bed  of  a  stream  from  old 
Mt.  Washington  himself,  the  Crystal  Falls,  more 
shut  in,  but  more  beautiful,  and  scattering  in 
pearly  spray  over  the  mossy  rock  wall,  filling 
that  solitude  with  music,  and  with  a  beauty  sweet 
as  the  very  smile  of  Heaven. 

Down  this  valley  road,  through  what  is  styled 
the  Pinkham  Notch,  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
routes  conceivable,  perpetually  down,  sometimes 
by  steep  descents,  but  over  a  road  which  is  now 
perfect  compared  with  what  it  was  two  years  ago, 
when  we  thought  we  were  stumbling  over  the 
rough  bed  of  a  freshet,  we  came  the  next  day 
into  this  broad  and  pleasant  valley  of  North  Con- 
way, about  whose  charms  we  have  already  said 
if  not  enouirh,  yet  words  enough.  Here,  as  from 
a  hospitable  centre,  you  may  climb  a  new  moun- 
tain every  day,  or  hunt  for  some  new  "  Phantom 
Cascades  "  in  the  ravines,  or  go  a  trouting  in  the 
brooks,  or  watch  the  mowers  in  the  meadows,  or 
stretch  yourself  upon  the  grass  there  in  the  elm 
shade  by  the  Saco,  and  read  or  let  your  fancies 
wander  "at  their  own  sweet  will."  Good  days 
are  good  for  all  good  occupations ;  whether  for 
mountain  rambles  or  for  quiet  in-door  studies ; 
whether  for  loud  frolics,  or  for  silent  musings; 
for  hunting  or  for  sketching,  for  work  or  for  play, 
for  society  or  for  solitude,  for  enterprise  or  for 
luxurious  indolence.  A  good  day  declines  equally 
well  whether  you  take  it  in  the  active  or  the  pas- 
sive mood.  This  day,  which  is  one  of  the  clear- 
est, breeziest,  most  exhilarating,  most  magnificent 
with  sun  and  cloud,  and  fit  preliminaries  for  a 
glorious  sunset  and  moonlight  evening,  ever  gath- 
ered into  the  golden  sheaf  of  August,  finds  us  at 
home  here  in  the  little  chamber,  that  looks  out 
upon  the  mountains,  contentedly  alone,  watching 
the  mountains  and  the  clouds,  or  with  spy-glass 
trying  to  trace  the  courses  of  our  companions 
(including  the  best  half  of  us)  along  the  far  sides 
of  Kiarsarge,  the  Mote  Mountain,  or  lazily  relish- 
ing a  good  book,  or  importuning  the  keys  of  the 
piano  to  interpret  for  us  the  new  printed  song  of 
Robert  Franz,  or  penning  these  poor  lines  to 
account  for  our  absence  to  our  readers. 

Books  are  good  for  rainy  days ;  but  better  for 
the  brightest  and  best  of  days,  provided  you  have 
already  worked  off"  your  restlessness  for  one  spell 
by  some  out-door  enterprise.  It  has  sweetened 
not  a  few  odd  hours  in  these  summer  rambles,  to 
dally  over  some  choice  volumes,  old  and  new, 
which  we  took  in  our  trunk.  In  the  secluded 
ravine,  seated  on  the  cool  and  mossy  rocks,  amid 
the  babble  of  the  brook's  falls,  where  leafy  sha- 
dows wave,  or  now  add  then  the  sun  steals  in  to 
silver  a  ripple,  or  to  gild  some  exquisite  fern  or 
moss,  and  all  seems  fairy-like,  select,  remote  and 
wonderful,  a  book  of  poems  opens  with  unwonted 
luminousness  of  beauty  and  of  wisdom,  and  sings 
through  the  soul  more  musically  for  the  hundredth 
time.  Sweet  sights  and  sweet  sounds  come  and 
go.  A  fresh  swell  of  the  breeze,  like  nature's 
sigh  of  infinite  contentment,  thrills  through  every 
leaf  A  bright  bird  flashes  through  the  trees. 
Silently  slipping  out  of  the  shade,  some  sheep 
cross  the  brook,  and  gaze  at  us  with  timid  won- 
derment.   O  innocence !    But  the  spell  is  broken 
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and  the  book  closed,  when  glancing  sideways,  i 
yet  with  eyes  intent  upon  the  page,  we  have  met 
several  times  the  curious,  mocking  eyes  of  maid- 
ens, that  have  stolen  silent-footed  to  some  i-ock 
seats  further  down  the  stream,  as  if  to  ask  what 
business  has  the  aflFeoted  dreamer  with  a  book 
here  in  the  privacy  of  Nature,  wooing  visionary 
dryads,  where  we  maidens  bathe  and  braid  our 
hair,  and  babble  mortal  gossip  ! 

But  stretched  upon  the  meadow,  or  on  grassy 
slope   commanding   a   wide  prospect,  when    the- 
blue  misty  mountains  whisper  of  the  tantalizing 
beyond,  and  the  pearly  clouds  sail  statelily  away 
with   our   thoughts,   books   about   distant  climes 
come  apropos.     Then  one  loves  to  feel  that  the 
near  and  the  far  are  alike  his.     It  is   thus  that 
here  among  the  White  Mountains,  seeking  cool- 
ness, we   have  read  of  Cuba  and  the  tropic  fer- 
vors.    One  of  the  the  most  delightful  books  of 
the  season  truly  is  Mr.  Hurlburt's   Gan  Eden,  or 
Pictures  of  Cuba,  recently  issued  by  J.  P.  Jewett 
and  Co.     Not  with  the  foul  vulture  eyes  of  fili- 
bustering,  slavery-e.xtending   politicians   has   he 
looked  and   longed   that   way,  and  after  visiting 
the  island,  described  it  to  his  countrj-men  in  such 
tempting  colors  and  with  such  chaste  luxury  and 
eloquence  of  style  as  flowed  only  from  a  mind  as 
genial  and  a  culture  as  refined  and  generous  as 
his.      A   Southron   by   birth   this   author  is   no 
friend  of  the  peculiar  institution ;   an  utter  and 
indignant  foe  to  slavery,  he  is  courteous  and  tol- 
erant to  slaveholders,  and  discussed  the  subject 
freely,  as  with  candid  friends,  among  some  of  his 
princely   Spanish   and  Creole  entertainers.     His 
chapters  upon  slavery  in  Cuba  as  compared  with 
slavery  in  America,  on  the  prospects  of  annexa- 
tion (not  flattering  to  filibusters),  are  instructive, 
clear  and   manly.     His   pictures   of  Cuban  life 
bear  every  internal  mark  of  clear  insight  and  of 
truth.     His   reflections   are   often  profound  and 
original.     Everything  is  tempered  with  a  warm 
and   largely   sympathizing,  largely  believing  hu- 
manity.    The  chapter   on  the    Cuban  poets  and 
patriot  martyrs  is  deeply  interesting.     A  healthy, 
noble,  earnest   moral   tone   pervades   the   book, 
which  nevertheless  is  not  written  chiefly  from  the 
earnest   and   didactic   side,  but  rather  from  the 
"  Lotus-eating,"  grateful  memories  of  a  reinvig- 
orated  invalid,  a  man  of  letters,  who  had  studied 
many  literatures  and  seen  foreign  countries,  with 
a  poet's  eye  and  a  most  genial,  life-loving  temper- 
ament,  and   who   sought  for   health   the   island 
where  men   never  talk  of  "  weather."    In  this 
sense  he  has  made  a  most  attractive  and  artistic 
book  of  it,   and  reproduced  for  us  the  spirit  of 
the  Cuban  scenery  and  atmosphere  and  life,  its 
dreams  and  its  realities,  with  a  remarkable  suc- 
cess.    It   is   both   dainty   and   nutritious   Lotus- 
eating.     We  hope  our  friends,  whether  they  go 
on  summer  tours  or  stay  at   home,  will  read  it. 
For  indoor  reading,  in  the  interims  of  physical 
fatigue  and  the  lull  of  social  excitement,  say,  for 
a  few  minutes  after  the  evening   company  have 
dispersed  and  left  us  to  our  thoughts  which  will 
not  sleep   without    some    soothing    efficacy    of 
thoughts  printed  and  impersonal,  we  have  another 
book :  —  kindlj'  placed  in  our  hands   upon   the 
eve  of  starting  on  our  journey,  and  with  a  deli- 
cate instinct  of  what  was   fitting,  by  our  friend 
Fields,  the  poet  partner  in  the  firm  of  Ticknor 
and  Co.,  the   publishers, — a   copy   in  advance  of 
publication.     In  such  hours  one  retires  from  Na- 
ture only  to  live  her  over  in  dreams  and  by  what- 


ever rush-light  of  his  own   reflections;   and  for 
such  hours  no  truer  friend  and  text  book  have  we 
ever  found  than  this  wonderful  new  book  called 
Walden,   or   Life   in   the    Woods,  by   Henry  D. 
Thoreau,  the   young    Concord   hermit,  as  he  has 
sometimes  been  called.     Thoreau  is  one  of  those 
men  who  has  put  such  a  determined  trust  in  the 
simple  dictates  of  common  sense,  as  to  earn  the 
vulgar  title  of  "  transcendentalist "  from  his  so- 
phisticated neighbors.     He  is  one  of  the  few  who 
really  thinks   and   acts  and  tries  life  for  himself, 
honestly  weighing  and  reporting  thereof,  and  in 
his  own  way  (which  he  cares  not  should  be  others' 
ways)     enjoying.      Of     course,   they    find   him 
strange,    fantastical,   a    humorist,    a   theorist,   a 
dreamer.     It  may  be  or  may  not.     One  thing  is 
certain,  that  his  humoV  has  led  him  into  a  life  ex- 
periment, and  that  into  a  literary  report  or  book, 
that  is  full  of  information,  full  of  wisdom,  full  of 
wholesome,   bracing    moral   atmosphere,   full   of 
beauty,   poetry   and   entertainment   for  all  who 
have  the  power  to  relish  a  good   book.     He  built 
himself  a  house  in  the  woods  by  AValden  pond, 
in  Concord,  where  he  lived  alone  for  more  than 
two  years,  thinking   it  false  economy  to  eat  so 
that  life  must  be  spent  in   procuring  what  to  eat, 
but  cultivating  sober,  simple,  philosophic  habits, 
and  daily  studying   the   lesson  which  nature  and 
the  soul  of  nature  are  perpetually  teaching  to  the 
individual   soul,  would  that  but   listen.     Every 
chapter  of  the  book  is  redolent  of  pine  and  hem- 
lock.    With   a  keen   eye  and  love  for  nature, 
many  are  the  rare  and  curious  facts  which  he  re- 
ports for  us.     He  has  become  the  confidant  of  all 
plants  and  animals,  and  writes  the  poem  of  their 
lives  for   us.     Read   that  chapter   upon  sounds, 
that  of  the  owl,   the  bull-frog,  &c.;   or   that   in 
which  he  commemorates   the  battle  of  the  red 
and  black  ants,   "  red-republicans  and  black  im- 
perialistSj"  which  "  took  place  in  the  Presidency 
of  Polk,  five  years  before  the  passage  of  Web- 
ster's  Fugitive    Slave   Bill."     Truer   touches  of 
humor   and  quaint,  genuine,  first-hand  observa- 
tion you  will  seldom   find.     And   then  his  vege- 
table planting — read  how  he  was  "  determined  to 
know  beans  I "     And  his  shrewd  criticisms,  from 
his  woodland   seclusion,  upon   his  village  neigh- 
bors and  upon"  civilized  life  generally,  in  which 
men  are  slaves  to  their  own  thrift,  are  worthy  of 
a   philosophic,   though  by  no  means  a  "  melan- 
choly, Jaques."     It  is  the  most  thoroughly  orig- 
inal book   that  has   been  produced  these  many 
days.     Its   literary  style   is  admirably  clear  and 
terse    and    elegant ;    the    pictures     wonderfully 
graphic  ;  for  the  writer  is  a  poet  and  a  scholar  as 
well  ai-  a  tough  wrestler  with  the  first  economical 
problems  of  nature,  and  a  winner  of  good  cheer 
and  of  free  glorious  leisure  out  of  what  men  call 
the   "  hard  realities "   of  life.    Walden  pond,   a 
half  mile  in  diameter,  in  Concord  town,  becomes 
henceforth   as   classical  as  any  lake  of  Winder- 
mere.    And  we  doubt  not,  men  are  beginning  to 
look  to  transcendentalists  for  the  soberest  reports 
of  good   hard  common-sense,  as  well  as  for  the 
models  of  the  clearest  writing. 

— But  the  glass  reports  the  flag  of  our  adven- 
turers on  the  topmost  summit  of  the  almost  inac- 
cessible Mote  mountain,  and  the  other  party  are 
wending  their  way  down  from  Kiarsarge  ;  so,  for 
the  present,  claudite  jam  rivos,  pueri,  sat  prata 
biberunt;  i.  e.,  we  have  prated  enough,  and  it  is 
time  to  shut  ofi'  these  wasteful  rivers  of  ink. 


Music  at  the  West. 

Kew  York,  Jcly  26,  1854. 
Dear  Sir : — On  my  return  from  a  trip  to  the 
West,  I  see  that  a  friend  has  transmitted  to  you 
some  of  my  communications  regarding  the  state 
of  music  in  Milwaukie,  Wis.  You  may  be  in- 
terested by  some  farther  account  of  my  expe- 
riences in  that  art-loving  city. 

I  mentioned  in  those  lines,  the  chorus  of  the 
Milwaukie  Musical  Society.  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  again  listening  to  the  male  portion  of  it,  with 
Mr.  Balatka  as  leader,  at  a  fourth  of  July  cele- 
bration which  took  place  at  a  German  coflfee- 
garden,  (of  which  Milwaukie,  with  its  large  Ger- 
man population,  has  quite  a  number,)  not  far 
from  the  city.  I  can  honestly  say,  that  in  point 
of  voices,  as  well  as  of  execution,  this  "  Manner- 
chor"  is  the  finest  I  have  ever  heard  in  this 
country.  Their  performance  was  full  of  zest 
and  spirit ;  they  sang  as  if  they  "  must  be  sing- 
iuT."  Of  the  half-dozen  or  more  pieces  with 
which  they  favored  us,  the  one  that  pleased  me 
best  and  touched  me  most  was  a  glorious,  powerful 
composition  entitled  "  Das  deutsche  Herz,"  by 
Julius  Otto.  And  no  less  beautiful  than  the 
music  were  the  words,  by  the  father  or  brother, 
I  think,  of  the  composer. 

A  few  evenings  later,  the  Quintet  Club  met  at 
the  house  where  I  was  visiting,  one  of  the  per- 
formers being  a  member  of  my  friend's  family. 
I  had  the  treat  of  hearing  Beethoven's  Septuor 
arranged  by  him  as  a  "  5'ett,"  (as  he  himself 
writes  it  in  a  manuscript  letter  which  I  have 
seen,)  Mozart's  loved  Quartet  in  G,  and  the  last 
two  or  three  movements  of  Haydn's  "  Seven  Last 
Words,"  a  magnificent  work,  which  I  was  not 
acquainted  with.  Think  of  my  having  to  go  from 
New  York  to  Milwaukie  to  bear  classical  music 
which  I  did  not  know,  and  to  hear  it  so  well 
played.  And  yet  all  the  performers  were  ama- 
teurs, with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Balatka. 

I  cannot  close  without  relating  to  you,  in  con- 
trast to  the  above,  something  which  I  recently 
heard  about  Eastern  music,  and  which  is  too  good 
to  be  lost.  One  of  our  American  literati,  who 
has  lately  returned  from  extensive  travels,  told 
me  that  once,  when  in  India,  a  native  minstrel 
had  asked  permission  to  sing  to  him  and  his  party. 
They  readily  acquiesced,  delighted  with  the  pros- 
pect of  hearing  some  genuine  Indian  music.  You 
may  imagine  their  astonishment,  when  the  man 
struck  up — what  think  you  ? — "  Oh  Susanna  I  " 
followed  by  "  Carry  me  back  to  old  Virginny," 
and  other  airs  of  like  description,  and  finally  by 
"  Marlbrough  s'en  va-t-en  guerre  I"  The  man  had 
learnt  these  "  native  airs,"  words  and  all,  from 
an  English  soldier,  and  the  best  was,  he  did  not 
understand  one  word  of  what  he  was  singing. 
The  same  friend  also  informed  me  that  he  had 
heard  the  "  Old  Folks  at  home "  for  the  first 
time  in  China,  played  by  an  American  band  ! 
How  can  Fry,  Bristow  &  Co.  say  that  American 
music  is  not  appreciated  I  M.  A.  R. 


The  Boston  CDnservatory. 
Me.  Editor  : — It  is  not  uncommon  of  late  to 
see  announced  in  the  musical  journals  that  a 
Conservatory  of  Music  will  be  opened  at  a  cer- 
tain time  and  place,  where  instruction  in  every 
department  of  music  will  be  given  on  reasonable 
terms.  The  meaning  of  this  evidently  is,  that  a 
teacher  wants  scholars,  and  hopes  to  attract  them 
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by  a  little  extra  flourish  in  his' advertisement.  A 
conservatory,  in  the  European  sense  of  the  term, 
certainly  does  not  exist  in  America,  yet  we  have 
in  Boston  an  institution  which  produces  very 
similar  results,  founded  by  our  churches,  on  a 
liberal  plan,  in  which  the  expenses  are  paid  from 
the  salaries  of  singers,  the  whole  community  are 
judges,  and  all  competent  teachers,  professors. 
The  sum  annually  distributed  by  the  music  com- 
mittees of  our  churches  is  very  large.  I  have 
heard  it  estimated  at  thirty  or  forty  thousand 
dollars,  and  when  we  remember  how  many  choirs 
are  paid  one  thousand  dollars,  and  some  of  them 
fifteen  and  seventeen  hundred  dollars,  this  will 
not  be  thought  an  overstatement.  These  salaries 
are  the  prizes  which  our  conservatory  oiJei's  to 
those  possessing  good  voices,  and  who  are  willing 
to  cultivate  them.  The  number  of  competitors 
is  large,  and  always  increasing,  but  the  standard 
of  excellence  also  advances  from  year  to  year, 
and  in  order  to  obtain  the  most  lucrative  places 
not  only  good  voices  are  required,  but  careful 
training  by  solfeggio  exercises,  such  as  will  ena- 
ble those  who  apply  themselves,  under  proper 
direction,  to  be  considered  not  only  church  sing- 
ers, but  vocalists  in  a  wider  sense.  This  gives 
employment  to  our  teachers,  the  best  of  whom 
are  constantly  occupied,  and  most  liberally  paid. 
Thus  our  Boston  Conservatory  goes  on  quietly 
developing  and  cultivating  voices,  difTusing 
through  all  classes  an  appreciation  of  correct  and 
tasteful  vocalization,  and  placing  the  cultivation 
of  music  on  the  most  rehable  basis.  Let  us  be 
thankfid  that  so  efficient  an  organization  exists. 
Perhaps  a  better  could  not  be  devised  than  that 
which  has  grown  up  insensibly  from  the  wants  of 
our  churches  and  the  increasing  musical  taste  of 
the  community.  * 


K^  The  translation  of  the  Jllslory  of  Music  before 
Mozart  is  necessarily  omitted  this  week,  as  are  also  some 
extracts  in  type  from  Can  Eden^  and  WaUen,  which  will 
appear  in  our  next. 


Musical  Intelligence. 

liocal. 

Musical  Cosvektion.  —  The  annual  convention  of 
Messrs.  Baker  and  Johnson  will  be  held  at  the  Trcmont 
Temple,  on  Wednesday  next.  The  great  orf;;an  of  the 
Messrs.  Hook  will  be  u?ed,  and  public  performances 
given  every  evening,  including  "  Samson,"  and  one  of 
Mozart's  Masses. 

New  Ougan  at  the  Tkethont  Temple. — We  see  It 
stated  that  the  Messrs.  Hook  are  just  tinishing  the  new 
organ  iri  the  Tremont  Temple  Hall,  in  this  city,  which 
will  be  the  largest  one  ever  built  in  this  country.  It 
contains  foar  rows  of  keys  and  seventy  stops,  ten  of 
v/hich  belong  to  tlie  pedal  orgnn,  fifteen  to  the  swell,  fif- 
teen to  the  great  organ,  ten  to  the  choir  organ,  six  to  the 
solo  organ,  and  fourteen  to  the  couplers  and  other  me- 
chanical contrivances.  The  total  number  of  pipes  will 
be  about  3500  — j1//us. 

The  Opeka  at  Castle  Garden.  —  The  opera  of 
Mosanldlo  was  p,iven  for  the  third  time,  on  Saturday 
night.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  small  an  auditory 
should  have  attended  a  representation  so  excellent  in 
many  respects.  In  view  of  the  claims  of  the  opera  to  an 
adequate  support,  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  orches- 
tra includes  the  best  artists  in  the  city,  of  a  calibre  such 
as  perform  in  the  chief  theatres  of  Europe.  The  chorus 
is  well  disciplined,  loud  and  full,  and  performs  without  a 
balk  from  first  to  last.  The  conductor,  Mr.  Marefzek,  is 
a  man  experienced  in  his  business,  and  unremitting  in 
his  attentions.  And  now  to  come  to  the  principal  singers 
— the  new  ones.  The  tenor,  Beraldi,  we  do  not  hesitate 
to  pronounce  the  purest,  freshest,  youngest  voice  of  the 
kind  yet  heard  on  the  Italian  boards  of  this  country. 
He  is  in  quality  , altogether  superior  to  Roger,  to  whom 
■was  entrusted  the  chief  part  originally  of  Meyerbeer's 
Prophefe,  at  the  Grand  Opera,  Paris.  We  heard  in  Eu- 
rope no  such  tenor  voice  as  Beraldi,  Mario  of  course  ex- 
cepted. The  Sleep  air  was  literally  delicious,  as  ren- 
dered by  him,  and  was  encored  tumultnouslj'';  so  the 
grand  heroic  duet  was  repeated,  the  audience  admitting 


of  no  denial  from  the  singers.  Besides  the  tenor,  the 
new  baritone,  Graziani,  is  one  of  the  best  artists  ever  heard 
in  this  country.  Why  cannot  such  artists  be  better  en- 
couraged? Our  people  should  know  when  something 
superior  is  given  to  them,  even  though  it  be  in  the  shape 
of  j^onng  gifted  artists  wlio  have  not  yet  made  a  Euro- 
pean reputation. — iV.  Y.  Tnhune. 

SOLERINITIES   IN   MEXICO   IN   MeMOKY  OF  SONTAG. — 

On  the  13th  of  July,  says  the  New  Orleans  Picayune, 
there  was  performed  at  the  church  de  la  Proftsa^  in  the 
city  of  Jlexico,  one  of  those  sad  and  solemn  ceremonies 
which  ever  make  a  deep  impression  upon  nil  who  assist  at 
or  witness  them.  It  was  the  funeral  celebration  in  honor 
of  the  memory  of  M'me  Henrietta  Sontag,  the  countess 
de  Rossi. 

The  church  was  filled  to  overflo'wing  with  the  elile  of 
the  city  of  Mexico.  Among  these  were  the  dlllelnnfe  of 
both  sexes,  devoted  to  art,  lovers  of  the  lyric  drama,  who 
united  witii  great  feeling  in  this  expression  of  grief  at  the 
loss  of  the  world-renowned  artist. 

A  simple  catafalque,  arranged  with  consummate  taste, 
was  elevated  in  front  of  the  high  altar.  It  was  covered 
with  a  black  velvet  pall,  richly  bronzed  with  gold ;  at  each 
corner  there  was  a  column,  surmounted  with  a  funeral 
urn,  bearing  rrligiotis  and  appropriate  inscriptions,  and 
in  front  was  affixed  a  beautifnl  poetical  tribute,  from  the 
pen  of  Signor  Anselmo  de  la  Porilla. 

Above  this  was  displayed  a  marble  bas-relief  of  great 
merit,  the  work  of  the  Roman  sculptor,  Piatti,  who  had 
succeeded  in  producing  a  most  speaking  portraiture  of 
the  illustrious  cantatrice.  The  wdiole bas-relief  is  spoken 
of  as  being  full  of  poetical  beauty,  and  represented  the 
allegorical  idea  of  the  ascension  of  the  spirit  of  the 
deceased  to  the  realms  of  eternal  glory.  At  the  four 
corners  of  the  catafalque  there  were  figures  of  aneels  as 
if  on  the  point  of  ascending  to  the  skies.  The  good  taste 
of  this  monument  struck  all  beholders,  and  it  was  sur- 
mounted with  a  coffin  whereupon  w'ns  laid  a  lyre,  en- 
twined with  immortelles,  mingled  with  roses  and  laurels. 

The  church  was  brilliantly  illuminated  with  more  than 
600  candles.  The  daylight  being  excluded,  the  body  of 
the  building  was  as  dark,  but  for  the  candles,  as  at 
night. 

The  mnss  for  the  repose  of  the  soul  of  the  departed  was 
led  bv  ^1.  Jose  Maria  del  Barrio,  a  young  ecclesiastic, 
who  holds  a  verv  high  rank  among  the  clergy  of  Mexico. 
In  the  organ  gallery  were  collected  a  perfect  multitude  of 
artists  belonging  to  the  two  operatic  companies  now  In 
the  city,  and  an  excellent  orchestra,  directed  by  the  Mae- 
stro, Antonio  Barilli ;  and  they  executed  a  grand  mass  by 
Lnigi  Rosi.  a  work  full  of  profoimd  sentiment  and  reli- 
gious feeling,  in  the  most  admirable  manner. 

The  solos  were  sung  by  Signers  Snlvi  and  Badiali,  both 
of  whom  acquitted  themselves  with  ereat  ability  and 
taste.  Marini,  Bordas,  Beneventano,  Rovere,  Speech!, 
and  other  artists,  took  parts  in  the  choruses,  giving,  of 
course,  ereat  effect  to  the  performance. 

In  the  ^Tex'can  papers  of  the  5th  of  July,  there  ap- 
peared a  letter  addressed  to  the  editors  by  Count  Rossi, 
wdiich  we  translate: 

*'  Gentlemen :  Will  you  permit  me  to  use  your  valuable 
journal  to  perform  the  duty  of  returning  my  deepest 
thanks  to  all  those  persons  who  have  had  the  goodness  to 
visit  me  during  the  illness  of  my  late  wife,  and  to  accom- 
pany her  remains  to  her  final  rest?  They  have  all  appre- 
ciated the  artist,  wdio,  on  her  nart,  has  ever  shown  herself 
profoundly  pleased  and  grateful  towards  Mexico  and  its 
agreeable  and  intelligent  people.  The  victim  of  a  sacri- 
fice which  the  deceased  imposed  upon  herself,  as  wife 
and  mother,  her  loss  is  to  me  one  which  admits  not  of 
consolation.  Nevertheless,,  the  reflection  that  an  entire 
community  symnathizes  with  mv  grief,  will  ever  cause 
me  to  preserve  the  most  grateful  recollectionsj  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Mexico.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

"  Rossi." 


^ttbrrtCsietntnts. 


TAYLOR'S  PIANO  FORTE  FOE  BEGINNERS. 

JiJlmST  STEPS   TO  THE  PIANO  FORTE;   beinR  an   Kle- 
.    mplltarv    Catechism    for    EcRinnprs.      By    OEOROE    C. 
TAYLOR,    Teacher  of   the    Piano   Forte,   Harp   and   Violin. 
Price  75  cents.    U.'inal  dednction  to  the  trade.    For  sale  by 
F.  .T.  IIDNTINOTON,  28  P.ark  Row,  New  York. 
WM.  D.  SULLIVAN,  Madison,  Ga. 

A.  WERNER  &  L.  J.  HOEFFNER, 

DEALERS   IN 

No.  2G5   "WASHINGTOISr  STREET, 

(CORNER   OF   WINTER   STREET.) 

PTANO-TOKTES,  Serapbines,   Melodeons,  Guitars,  Violins, 
Tenors,  Violonrellos,  fiasses.  Clarinets,  Flutoa,  Piccolos, 
Fifes,  Accordeons,  Strings,  Bows.  etc. 

MVe  shall  keep  on  hand  a  great  variety  of  the  above  named 
inatruments,  and  Rball  endeavor  to  give  t^atisfaction  to  all 
purchasers,  whether  tbey  desire  the  best  and  highest  priced, 
or  the  cheapest  instruments.  Orders  by  letter  will  be  carefully 
attended  to. 

PIANOS  TO  LET,  TUNED  AND  REPAIRED. 
Mr.  Werner  will  also  continue  to  give  instruction  on  the 
Piano,  Organ,  Flute,  Violin  and  Guitar.     Mr.  Werner  can  be 
seen  at  the  Sales-rnom,  or  in  the  evening  at  bis  residence.  No. 
976  M'ashiDgton  St.  May  27.    Sm 


MEYER   &   THETBAR, 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

Importers  of  ^■orngu  gTustc  unb  |3iifalls^crs, 

Keep  a  large  and  well  selpcted  stock  of  both  Foreign  and 
American  Mu.sic.  By  our  direct  and  regular  engagements 
with  the  principal  publishing  houses  in  Europe,  we  are  ena- 
bled to  supply 

MUSIC-XPEAI.ERS  VV^ITH  FOREIGN  MTTfilC,^ 

on  as  favorable  terms  as  any  other  house  in  the  United  States. 

[11?=" Sole  Agents  in  the  United  States  for  the  well  known 
publishing  house  of  G.  M.  MEYER.,  Jr.  of  Brunswick, 
Germany,  (on  whose  publications  we  grant  the  most  profita,bIe 
discount,}  whereof  we  particularly  mention  a  fine  collection  of 
OUVEUTUUES  arranged  for  the  Piano-Forte  as  Solo  [and 
Duet,  ,the  favorite  works  of  FESCA,  LITOLFF,  WINKLER, 
&c.,  a  complete  edition  of  BEETHOVEN'S  works  for  Piano- 
Forte,  including  all  the  TIllOS,  QUATUORo,  SINFONIES, 
&c.,  arranged  by  L.  ^\''INKTJER.  Also,  the  last  compoaitions 
of  LISZT,  BRUNNER,  SPINDLER,  HENRY  CRAMER,  &c. 

Catalogues  of  G.  M.  Meyer's  publications  forwarded  gratia 
to^any  part  of  the  United  States,  if  desired,  by 

""""  MEyER  &.  TRETBAR, 

Augl2  3m  304  Mam  St.  Buffalo. 

G.    ANDRE   &    CO. 
FOREIGN      MUSIC     DEPOT, 

GIRARD    HOUSE    BUILDINGS, 

NINTH    STREET,   ABOVE   CHESTNDT, 


July  1 


PIIILADELPniA. 


John  Bunyan  Still  Lives  I 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE    ENTIRE  AND    INIMITABLE  ALLEGORT   OP 

THB    PILGRIM'S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  cout^iining  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  hisjburney  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JE^VETT,  Publislicr. 

GEO  E.  STCKBLS  IS  the  only  adthorizeb  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON. 

IMPOKTEK  AND   DEALER  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

No,  13  Tremont  Row,  Boston. 

%*    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

16  tf 

FROM    THE    GREAT    MASTERS. 

MENDELSSOHN. 

Six  Songs  without  Words,  complete  in  seven  books,. .  .each  75 

Kondo  Capricriosa, 50 

The  Temperaments,  t-'even  Cbaracteristiciue  Pieces, 1,00 

The  Giftj  six  easy  pieces, 62 

LISZT. 

Galop  Russe, 50 

Remini.'=cencp9  from  Lucia  di  Lammermoor, 50 

Romances  de  Franz  Schubert,  viz  : — 

No.  1,  Eloge  des  larmes, 25 

"    2,  La  Poste, .- 25 

"    3,  La  Fille  du  Pecheur, .■■ 25 

THALBERG. 

Fantasia  sur  themes  de  MoVse, 1,25 

L'Art  du  Chant  applique  au  Piano,  viz  : —  each  75 

No.  1,  Quatuor,  I  Puritani  de  Bellini, 
"     2.  Tre  Oiorni,  Air  de  Pergol^se.      '  i 

"     3.  Adelaide  de  Beethoven. 
"    4.  Air  d'Eglise  du  Chanteur  Stradella. 
"    5.  Lacrymosa  tire  du  Requiem  de  Mozart,  Duo  des 

Noces  de  Pigaro  de  Mozart. 
"    6.  Perche  mi  Guard!  e  Piangi,  Duetto  de  Zelmira  de 
Rossini.' 

Le  Tremolo,.^ 62 

Prayer  from  Moses  io  Egypt, 1.25 

Viola,  Melodic, 25 

CHOPIN. 

Grand  Valse  Brilliante, 50 

March  Funebre,  Piano  Duet, 37 

Tarentelle, 50 

HENSELT. 

Chanson  de  Printemps,  (Song  of  Spring,) 50 

La  Gondola,  Etude, 25 

DOHLER. 

Dernicre  Pens<5e  Musicalo  de  Bellini, 75 

Elisire  d'Amore,  Fantasia, 50 

I  Puritaui,  Fantasia, 62 

Nocturne, 37 

Trot  des  Chevalier  Gardes  March, 25 

Published  by 

Oliver  I>itson,  115  Washingron  St 


^ 


^ 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


^ 
(1?^ 


In  all  its  various  branches, 

ITEATIiT   ABTD    PBOMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY   EDWARD    L.    BALCH, 

©ffuc  iournal  o£  iHuBu,  No.  21  Stiool  St. 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  aiyarded  him  by  the  M»™. 
Cha^i^Able  Merhanic  Association  for  superior  worlimanship, 
may  be  seen  at  his  office. 

03"  MUSIC    prepared  for    Stereotyping. 

NOW     READY, 

THE   GEEAT  WOEK   OF   THE   YEAE, 

MOORE'S 

COMPIiETE  ENCYCI^OPjEDIA 

A  work  ■which  has  cost  the  indefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  mo«t  distin- 
guished celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
every  anla^eur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  the  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4:000    MUSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

X  Complete  dictionary  of  over 

5000    MUSICAL    TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIEITCE    OF    MTJSIC, 

rrom  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

with  the  da^es  of  their  invenMon,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  TUOROUSH  BASi,  &c.  &c. 

A  Book  intended  to  cover  the  wliole 
of  Ifltisical  Science. 

JOHN  P.   JBIVETT   &   CO. 

PUBLISHERS, 


July  29 


BO  STOK. 


E.  R.  BLANCHAED, 

TEA.CHE.U  OF  TB.E  PIAIMO   JVISB  ORGAN. 

•  □^"TERJIS  MODERATE. 

Kesidence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Rfference,  Gzo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

Signor  AUGUSTO  BENDELARI, 

(from     NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINOINO. 

Kesidence,  'WintliTop  House,  Boston. 
May  13  tf 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

363  "Wasliiiigton  Street,  Boston. 


Oct.  16. 


Sm 


Germania  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E.  TELTOW,  Ag'nt. 
iiUtf  30  Fayette  Street- 


CHICKERINO   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERT  DESCRIPTION. 


i). 


"WAREROOMS, 
3M.A.^OI«r3:C     TESOVEI'IjU, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


1^ MUSICAL   EXCHANGE.,^ 

"W^E  AB.E  NOW  READY  TO  SELIj 

AT  V/HOLESALE  AND  RETAIL, 

OW    PAR   BETTER  TERMS   THAN   ANY 
OTHER  HOUSE   IN  THE    UNITED  STATES. 


Having  fully  completed  our  arrangements  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  we  are  now  enabled  to  offer  advantages  superior  to 
those  of  any  other  house  in  the  trade.  By  recent  engagements 
with  the  principal  publishing  houses  in  Germany,  France, 
England  and  America,  we  shall  receive  all  new  Music  as  soon 

as  published Our  stock  embraces  the  standard  works  of  all 

European  composers,  being  the  largest  collection  of  Foreign 
Mdsic  ever  presented  to  the  American  public.  Besides,  we 
shall  keep  constantly  on  hand  all 

AMERICAN   PUBLICATIONS, 

Together  with 

Piano-Fortes,    Organs,    Melodeons, 

Music-Boxes^  Mctvonoiues, 

Portraits  &  Busts  of  Distinguislied  Musicians,  &c. 

Our  dealings  with  other  houses,  both  in  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica, are  such,  that  we  are  enabled  to  sell,  at  wholesale  and 
retail,  on  the  most  favorable  terms. 

Our  own  Publications  are  of  the  first  order,  and  no  piece 
will  be  issued  from  our  house  that  does  not  possess  decided 
musical  merit.  Having  personally  devoted  many  years  to  the 
study  of  3Iusic,  both  in  Europe  and  in  this  country,  we  enjoy 
peculiar  advantages  over  those  publishers  who  are  not  musi- 
cians. 

DS^TO  COMPOSERS. 

All  compositions  accepted  for  publication  we  pay  for,  and 
we  feel  confident  that  our  terms  will  be  satisfactory.  Our 
object  is  to  encourage  native  talent. 

fire  ll'flkni  Mml  forth  '^ms-iaxk 

Is  published  by  U9,  and  is  fast  taking  the  place  of  every  other 
work,  as  an  Instruction  Book  for  the  Piauo. 

Our  Catalogue  of  Foreign  Music,  together  with  a  List  of  our 
own  Publications  will  be  forwarded  (gratis)  to  any  address,  if 
desired. 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston, 

NATHAN    RICHARDSON, 

PROPRIETOR. 

Gr.    .A..    SCXZ3VEX'X'°X', 

XEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr   0.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

EEFERENCE8. 

John  S.  Dwightj  Esq.  I  Mrs.  Farnham, 

0.  Ditson,  Esq.  \  6  Copeland  st.  Rosbury. 

N.  Richarflson,  Esq.  jEpes  Sargent,  Esq. 

A.  Berry,  Esq.  28  Pearl  st.  Rev.  Mr.  Huntington. 

J.  A.  Hanson,  Esq.,  6  Bath  st.  iHon.  J.  J.  Clarke,  27  State  st. 

H.  Crocker,  Esq.  6  Shawmut  av.  I  July  1 

ASOPRAWO  SINGER.— A  Young  Lady  desires  a 
place  as  Soprano  in  a  Quartet  Choir  in  one  of  the  churches 
in  this  city.  A  rare  opportunity  may  be  heard  of  by  inquiring 
at  this  office.  July  22. 

GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  GO'S 

PIANO-FORTE   WAREROOMS: 

Cfiamber.?,  STo.  3  "Winter  Street,  Boston. 

AT  this  Ks'abU^hment  may  be  found  an  elegant  and  exten- 
sive .-iPSMrtment  of 

PIANO-FORTES, 

at  p.il  prices,  warranted  equal  to  any  in  the  American  market, 
in  r)ic  essential  properties  of  Tone,  Touch,  Power,  Durability, 
>:-cyIe,  and  Finish.    None  others  will  be  kept. 

Also,  an  assortment  of 

MELODEONS  AND  GTTITABS. 

Mr.  Webb's  long  experience  in  tlie  profcpsion  of  Music,  ena- 
bles us  to  assure  those  persons  residing  at  a  distance,  who  may 
find  it  incooTeuient  to  visit  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
an  instrument,  that  they  shall  be  as  well  served  by  letter, 
(naming  the  price  of  the  instrument  desired,)  as  by  personal 
examination  ;  and  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders, 
can  implicitly  rely  upon-the  exercise  of  Mr.  Webb's  best  judg- 
ment in  their  favor.  Any  instrument  ordered  can  be  ex- 
changed if  it  does  not  suit. 

XT-  SOLD  AT  MANUFACTURERS'  PRICES. 
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Lighte,  Fewton  &  Bradbury's  Pianos,  New  York. 
Hallet,  Davis  &  Co.'s  do,      Boston, 

Goodman  &  Baldwin's  Melodeons, 
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ADOLPH  KIELBLOCK, 

•rE;.^^.cm;n.  oi*  ovcxtsic. 

No.    30    ASH    STREET,    BOSTON. 

BCP-Communications  may  be  left  at  Mr.  Ditson's  music  store, 
No.  115  Washington  Street.  June  10. 

MUSICAL  NOTICE. 

T.  BRTCHER.  Teacher  of  the  Oriran.  Piano-Forte  and 
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HEWS'    PATENT 
AMERICANACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
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MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Geat'b  Block,  corner  of  Washington 
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Heferences. 
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Messrs.  George  Peabodt,  B.  H.  Silseee,  Salem. 
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PIAmST  AND   TEACHER   OF   MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  .services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Natban  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co  17  Tremont  Row. 
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INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

AND  MAT  BE  ADDRESSED  AT 

Feb.  4    3m  55  HAKCOCK  STREET. 

Mr.    OTTO    DEESEL 

TVill  return  to  Boston  by  the  first  of  October,  when  he  will  be 
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Address  meanwhile  at  this  office. 
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MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 
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MR.  De  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
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J.    TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence  No.  56  Hlneeland  Street. 
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A.   W.   FRENZEL, 
TEACHER    OF    MVSICj 
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[Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Review  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY    A.    OULIBICHErF. 
(Continued  from  p.  133  ) 

Bach,  Handel  and  Gluck,  three  names, 
■which  no  German  pen  ■will  ■write  down  without 
pride,  mark  the  entrance  or  ascendancy  of  a  new 
people  in  the  history  of  music.  I  say  a  new  peo- 
ple, and  not  a  new  school,  for  where  in  the  world 
are  two  men  to  be  found,  who  have  less  the  ap- 
pearance of  brothers  of  one  school  than  Bach 


and  Gluck?  They  contrast  in  all  things.  What 
they  have  in  common  is,  that  at  the  same  time 
with  Handel  they  arrived  at  definitive  results 
in  the  art  of  composition.  Before  them  music 
had  nothing  definitive  except  the  choral  song 
of  Palestrina.  No  sooner  have  the  develop- 
ments of  any  jesthetic  striving  reached  their  goal, 
than  its  creations,  as  the  substance  of  the  whole, 
and  as  the  monuments  of  the  complete  and  fin- 
nished  beauties  of  the  kind,  pass  out  of  the  trans- 
ition state  and  grow  strong  in  the  classical  stability 
of  masterpieces,  over  which  Time  can  have  no 
power,  since  there  is  nothing  more  in  them  to 
alter.  Time  will  deal  with  the  monumental  scores 
precisely  as  with  the  Grecian  statues,  which  other 
ravages  besides  its  own  have  spared.  It  will  lend 
them  a  somewhat  darker  coloring,  to  be  sure,  but 
it  will  leave  untouched  the  forms,  wherein  artists, 
in  spite  of  all  their  strivings  to  achieve  the  best, 
will  always  be  compelled  to  recognize  the  type  of 
true  perfection.  It  was  an  immeasurable  advan- 
tage for  the  Germans,  that  they  came  last.  They 
had  always  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  the  nations 
that  gave  the  tone,  the  Belgians  and  Italians ; 
they  merely  needed  to  take  one  leap  forward,  to 
go  by  these,  and  this  leap  brought  them  to  the 
goal. 

All  branches  and  endeavours  of  the  art,  ex- 
cepting instrumental  music,  reached  their  perfec- 
tion singly,  towards  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  The  fugued  and  the  melodic  style, 
which  some  masters  had  failed  in  their  efforts  to 
amalgamate,  now  repelled  each  other  the  more 
vigorously,  since  each  had  produced  genuine  mas- 
terpieces in  its  way.  A  very  strict  division  line 
separated  the  contrapuntists  fromjthe  melodists,  so 
that  the  composers  formed  two  hostile  camps. 
The  headquarters  of  the  former  were  in  Germany, 
of  the  latter  in  Italy.  The  rivalry  and  warm 
feeling,  that  existed  between  them  appears  in  the 
didactic  and  polemical  writings  of  that  time.  Even 
the  historians  allowed  themselves  to  be  carried 
away  by  this  party  spirit.  Burney  inclines  to 
the  side  of  the  opera,  which,  to  the  great  disad- 
vantage of  the  reader  and  the  work,  fills  and  ap- 
propriates to  itself  nearly  his  entire  fourth  volume 
(covering  the  whole  of  the  17th  and  18th  cen- 
turies). Forkel's  partiality  to  the  contrapuntal 
style  is  even  much  more  sensible.  The  theorist, 
J.  J.  Rousseau,  despises  the  fugue  as  a  relic  of 
musical  barbarism.  The  theorist,  Marpueg, 
looks  down  pityingly  upon  the  galante  music. 
With   our   present   views,  a   contrapuntist,  who 


should  regard  only  counterpoint,  or  a  melodist, 
who  should  regard  only  melody  in  his  art,  would 
pass  for  only  half  of  a  composer ;  and  should  a 
controversy  arise  between  them,  founded  on  the 
difference  in  their  occupation,  their  knowledge 
and  their  taste,  we,  who  possess  strong  weapons 
of  attack  against  both,  should  know  beforehand 
that  these  incomplete  musicians  would  be  alike 
powerless  to  defend  themselves.  This  is  already 
proved  by  the  exclusives  of  the  last  century,  and 
is  still  proved  by  those  of  our  own  century,  who 
have  not  the  same  grounds  of  excuse. 

For  ourselves,  we  have  no  concern  in  the  con- 
troversy ;  on  the  contrary  we  are  greatly  concern- 
ed in  instituting  a  closer  investigation  as  to  how 
the  contrapuntal  and  melodic  styles  maintained  a 
state  of  utter  separation,  at  a  time  immediately 
preceding  the  appearance  of  Mozart.  Present 
considerations  prompt  this  inquiry,  which  the 
purpose  of  this  book  moreover  makes  our  duty. 
In  answering  a  question  of  art,  we  undertake  at 
the  same  time  to  solve  a  biographical  problem  of 
the  highest  interest.     It  is  the  following : 

All  the  great  composers,  who  have  passed  in 
review  before  us,  since  the  origin  of  the  Art, 
shared  in  their  own  lifetime  the  honors  they  de- 
served ;  all  enjoyed  their  fame,  as  well  those,  whose 
claims  posterity  has  confirmed,  as  the  much  greater 
member  whose  talents  had  been  overprized  by  their 
contemporaries.  Palestrina  saw  the  eternal  city 
bow  before  him,  and  what  was  still  more  flattering, 
his  very  rivals,  if  any  suoh  he  could  have  had. 
The  inscription:  Musicce  Princeps  adorns  his  tomb, 
which  was  opened  for  him  beneath  the  marble  slabs 
of  St.  Peter's,  at  the  foot  of  the  altar.  Bird, 
court  organist  and  composer  to  Queen  Elizabeth, 
received  in  his  own  country  all,  to  which  he  could 
lay  claim.  Cakissimi  and  Scarlatti  were 
honored  as  the  first  teachers  of  their  epoch,  which 
joyfully  derived  profit  from  their  instructions,  and 
paid  its  teachers  with  recognition  and  enthusiasm, 
without  forgetting  the  solid  gold.  Leo,  too,  the 
director  of  the  conservatory  at  Naples  saw  him- 
self recognized  as  the  first  musician  on  that  classic 
soil  of  music.  Bach  passed  always  for  an  ora- 
cle in  the  circle  of  the  initiated,  whereof  he  strove 
to  be  the  focus.  Kandel  for  forty  years  long 
ruled  old  England ;  and  France,  also  adopting 
a  stranger  as  the  national  composer,  was  not  less 
lavish  of  its  honors  and  rewards  towards  Gluck, 
who  left  a  fortune  of  three  hundred  thousand  flo- 
rins as  the  material  product  of  his  laurels.  These, 
if  my  memory  does  not  deceive  me,  are  about  all 
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the  crowned  heads  in  music  until  Haydn,  and 
Haydn,  like  the  others,  met  with  recognition  in 

his  lifetime. 

After  these  comes  a  musician,  the  greatest  of 
them  all,  since  he  includes  all  in  himself,  the  uni- 
versal heir  of  the  centuries.  This  one  is  neglected 
by  his  fatherland  and  left  to  himself;  Europe 
scarcely  knows  him.  Bukney,  in  his  history, 
which  appeared  in  1789,  does  not  dwell  upon 
Mozart,  the  son ;  he  merely  cites  him  among  the 
German  musicians,  whose  names  he  has  collected. 
One  solitory  city  lavishes  its  applause  on  Don 
Giovanni ;  one  solitary  man  recognizes  the  all- 
overtopping  place,  which  the  subject  of  this  work 
assumes  among  the  living  and  the  dead.  All  the 
compensation,  which  the  century  believes  itself 
to  owe  him,  consists  in  a  situation  for  life  as  sup- 
ernumerary, with  the  right  of  burial  in  the  com- 
mon grave  !  Who  can  explain  to  us  so  siugular 
a  fate  ?  Biographical  facts  can  tell  us  nothing ; 
musical  scores  alone  make  answer ;  but  the  an- 
swer will  appear  to  us  less  clear,  the  more  we  are 
in  the  condition  to  understand  it ;  and  for  its  un- 
derstanding we  require  above  all  a  correct  esti- 
mate of  what  is  commonly  called  learned  and 
light  music.  This  will  form  the  subject  of  our 
reflections,  of  which  we  have  above  spoken  and 
which  are  now  to  follow. 

To  arrive  at  satisfactory  results  in  such  matters, 
we  must  examine  the  fugued  and  the  melodic 
style  from  a  double  point  of  view,  both  in  them- 
selves intrinsically  and  in  their  relative  impression 
on  their  hearers,  both  on  the  objective  and  the 
subjective  side.  It  is  not  my  plan  to  decide  be- 
tween Peter  and  Paul,  whose  individual  tastes, 
systematically  adduced,  would  prove  nothing;  my 
purpose  is,  to  show  why  a  thing,  which  pleases 
and  must  please  Paul,  displeases  and  must  dis- 
please Peter. 

It  is  a  fact  proved  by  history  and  proved  b}' 
daily  experience,  that  the  contrapuntal  forms 
sound  naturally  hostile  to  the  ear;  that  they  in- 
variably repel  the  person,  who  does  not  under- 
stand their  mystery  and  who  is  not  accustomed  to 
them;  and  that,  so  long  as  they  prevailed  to  the 
exclusion  of  melody,  there  were  no  amateurs  or 
lovers  of  music  in  the  present  sense  of  the  word. 
The  men,  who  loved  music  without  having  learned 
it,  held  to  the  music  of  the  people.  On  the  other 
hand  it  is  also  proved,  that,  when  the  melodic 
style,  and  with  it  dilettantism,  appeared,  the  most 
learned  theorists  and  greatest  composers,  down 
to  Handel  and  Bach  inclusive,  continued  to 
regard  the  fugue  as  the  most  beautiful  and  noble 
product  of  the  musical  art. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  will  be  seen,  that 
the  contest  between  the  learned  musicians  and  the 
man  who  judges  simply  by  the  ear,  must  have 
had  its  beginning  with  Count  Vernio  and  the 
Madrigalists ;  which  was  in  fact  the  case.  All 
that  was  ever  said  about  it  may  be  summed  up 
somewhat  as  follows  :  "  To  whom  does  it  belong 
to  judge  of  music  ?  to  us,  who  have  made  it  the 
.study  of  our  lives,  who  number  some  of  your  own 
men  under  our  standard,  and  who,  some  of  us, 
have  laid  down  the  rules  ?  or  to  you,  who  scarce- 
ly know  the  first  elements  of  music,  if  indeed  you 
know  any  thing  at  all  about  itV  "  This  was  and 
is  and  ever  will  be  the  quintessence  of  the  argu- 
meut  of  the  learned.  This  seems  reasonable 
enough ;  but  hear  what  the  unlearned  ones  re- 
ply :  "  Yes,  if  the  question  was  about  the  Inte- 
gral Calculus  or  the  Transcendental  Metaphysics,, 


you  would  say  rightly ;  but  it  is  the  question  of 
an  art,  and  what  an  art  ?  of  Music,  which  God 
hag  evidently  not  made  for  you  alone.  Poetry, 
Painting,  Sculpture,  Architecture  have  likewise 
their  artistic  mysteries.  But  does  this  prevent 
even  the  most  ordinary  minds  from  understanding 
and  sincerely  admiring  a  Kacine,  a  Schilleb, 
a  Byron,  a  Rafaelle,  or  a  Michael  Angelo? 
It  is  the  very  peculiarity  of  the  truly  Beautiful, 
that,  like  the  sun,  the  light  of  all  eyes,  it  shines 
for  every  understanding.  Everybody  feels  this. 
Is  it  so  with  your  fuguists  ?  You  tell  us,  that  we 
do  not  understand  them  ;  good,  but  it  is  just  this 
that  breaks  their  wand.  We  possess  like  you  the 
feeling  of  the  harmonic  law,  which  is  a  law  of  na- 
ture and  entirely  in  accordance  with  the  human 
organization  ;  this  feeling  has  been  developed  in  us 
through  the  prolonged  enjoyment,  which  melodi- 
ous and  expressive,  in  a  word  true  music  yields; 
but  inasmuch  as  none  of  us,  in  spite  of  repeated 
listening,  have  derived  any  enjoyment  from  the 
Fugue,  it  follows,  that  the  style  stands  in  plain 
and  perpetual  contradiction  with  this  very  law  of 
nature,  and  consequently  is  a  mere  relic  of  musical 
barbarism,  a  prejudice  that  has  grown  old  with 
musicians ;  and  that  it  has  no  value  but  its  diffi- 
culty for  the  man  who  occupies  himself  with  it. 
The  fugue  is  the  ungrateful  masterpiece  of  a  good 
Tiarmonist.  This  a  saying  of  one  of  your  own 
men,  Eousseau,  the  theorist  and  composer,  one 
who  had  your  discernment,  without  your  preju- 
dices.    Basta." 

These  too  have  reason,  you  will  say  perhaps. 
No,  not  entirely  so,  respected  reader.  If  thou 
thyself  had  pronounced  such  a  judgement,  I 
should  by  all  means  tell  thee,  that  thou  proceed- 
est  from  false  premises.  Music  is  an  Art.  But 
we  must  not  forget  to  add,  a  Science  too,  which 
would  have  altogether  altered  thy  conclusions. 
The  objection,  that  the  other  arts  have  likewise 
their  technical  or  learned  side,  proves  only  that, 
in  order  to  enjoy  them,  one  must  possess  the  re- 
quisite knowledge.  Thus  the  proof  is  against 
thee.  To  understand  the  Poet,  one  must  at  least 
know  the  language,  in  which  he  has  written  ;  for 
no  translation  will  ever  teach  thee  to  know  him. 
To  understand  a  Painter,  one  must  have  at  least 
acquired  a  notion  of  the  laws  of  perspective  and 
of  optics ;  but  with  this  preparatory  knowledge 
thou  art  still  very  far  from  being  able  to  distin- 
guish all  the  types  of  ideal  and  visible  beauty, ' 
wanting  deeper  knowledge.  The  distinction  be- 
tween Music  and  the  other  arts  lies  here  :  the 
knowledge  it  requires,  before  it  can  be  compre- 
hended in  the  totality  of  its  types,  is  far  less 
general,  because  it  is  beyond  all  proportion  much 
more  difficult  to  master.  If  thou  sayest  every 
one  is  qualified  to  judge  of  Schiller,  Kaf- 
faelle  and  Michael  Angelo,  thou  usest  a 
fio-ure  of  rhetoric,  called  Synecdoche,  whereby 
the  whole  is  taken  for  the  part,  or  pice  versa.  In 
lon^ic  rhetoric  is  superfluous.  Thy  every  one  is 
the  millionth  part  of  the  human  race ;  it  consists 
of  the  rich,  the  cultivated  and  the  learned,  who 
own  libraries,  buy  pictures  and  support  elegant 
dwellings, — of  the  class,  to  which  thou  thyself  be- 
longest.  But  ask  the  people ;  read  Schiller's  "Re- 
signation "  to  a  respectable  sausage-manufacturer, 
and  he  will  exclaim :  What  the  devil  is  that ! 
Give  an  Apollo  to  a  market-woman  to  admire, 
and  she  will  tell  j'ou,  that  the  sculptor  is  a  block- 
head, the  God  is  blind.  Farther  and  still  more 
keenly  insulting  observations  perhaps  they  will 


utter  or  keep  to  themselves  about  the  lover  of 
Daphne.  Show  a  painting  of  the  most  learned 
conception  to  some  Chinese  mandarin,  a  patron 
of  the  fine  arts ;  he  will  burst  out  into  laughter, 
since  the  faces  appear  to  him  clean  on  one  side 
and  besmeared  with  black  and  blue  upon  the 
other;  the  background  of  the  picture  will  form 
a  sort  of  elaglre,  and  the  figures,  which  he  will 
take  for  dwarfs  and  giants,  will  seem  to  him  to  be 
dancing  round  on  top  of  one  another.  He  will 
tell  them  with  constrained  complaints :  Good  sir, 
you  are  making  merry  with  the  people. 

What  if  thy  case  with  regard  to  the  Fugue, — 
thou,  who  art  a  man  of  the  world,  and  hast  ac- 
quired sufficient  knowledge,  and  kept  the  run  of 
all  the  literature,  the  arts,  the  paintings,  the  dra- 
matic and  the  concert  music, — what  if  it  were  the 
same  with  the  Chinese  man's  as  regards  that  pic- 
ture ? 

Unpractised  eyes  see  in  the  picture  something 
very  different  from  what  they  were  intended  to 
see.  It  is  easy  to  prove,  that  the  perceptions  of 
the  organ  of  hearing  are  subject  to  the  same  ma- 
terial errors ;  only  the  mind  can  correct  them  m 
the  case  of  seeing  more  quickly  and  more  easily 
than  in  the  case  of  hearing. 

Two  causes,  which  by  close  connection  aod  by 
mutual  reaction  blend,  their  effects,  make  the  Fu- 
gue a  veritable  monster  in  the  ear  of  a  not  very 
musical  hearer.  The  first  is  the  manifold  or  com- 
posite unity  of  the  Fugue  ;  the  second  is  the  kind 
of  chords  which  this  double-faced  unity  intro- 
duces. The  one  suppresses  the  sense  of  the  mu- 
sic for  the  hearer,  of  whom  we  speak ;  the  other 
does  more ;  it  makes  it  hateful  to  him ;  and  both 
contribute  to  produce  materially  different  impres- 
sions from  what  it  was  intended  he  should  hear. 

In  the  melodic  style,  where  the  unity  of  the 
composition  lies  in  the  unity  of  the  principal  me- 
lody, the  song,  the  chords  and  the  figures  of  the 
accompaniment  make  but  one.  You  separate  them 
as  litlte  in  the  impressions  you  receive,  as  you  do 
a  beautiful  woman  from  the  various  articles  of  her 
toilet,  in  the  total  impression  which  she  makes 
when  she  presents  herself.  It  costssmall  pains  to 
comprehend  this  simple  unity.  You  yield  your- 
self up  to  the  flow  of  the  simple  melody;  you 
listen  altogether  passively,  and  the  enjoyment 
seeks  you  of  itself,  without  your  having  to  run 
after  it. 

The  Fugue  imposes  altogether  different  condi- 
tions on  the  hearer.  Here  is  no  melodic  and 
rhythmic  unity,  to  lead  one  on  infallibly.  Two, 
three,  four  themes  are  perceptible,  each  with  a 
different  aspect  and  a  different  movement ;  each 
claims  an  equal  portion  of  the  ear's  attention;  and, 
to  continue  our  former  simile,  it  is  no  longer  a 
head  or  a  single  portrait,  which  you  have  before 
you  ;  but  artfullj'  arranged  groups,  whose  separate 
figures  emulate  each  other  in  character,  expres- 
sion and  importance.  This  occasions  no  difficul- 
ties in  a  picture,  I  know  very  well ;  for  one  has 
time  to  study  an  immoveable  canvass.  But  un- 
fortunately the  figures  of  a  composer  use  their 
legs  ;  they  run  away  from  you,  as  swift  as  thought, 
changing  their  looks  and  attitudes  each  moment. 
One  must  beware ;  whichever  theme  he  may  se- 
lect out  of  this  moving  labyrinth  for  a  leading 
thread,  it  will  prove  no  better  than  an  ignus  fa- 
tmis  to  him,  if  he  lose  sight  of  the  other,  the  com- 
panion themes.  Let  him  seek  to  overtake  them 
in  their  fliglit ;  let  him  impress  upon  his  brain 
their  individual  features  as  well  as  their  collective 
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physiognomy ;  let  him  follow  them  through  the 
labyrinthine  windings  and  seeming  divergence  of 
their  courses  to  the  iEsthetic  goal,  whereto  they 
are  all  striving,  and  he  will  find  the  meaning  of 
the  musical  picture,  the  composite  unity,  the  idem 
et  varimn,  which  forms  its  device. 

But  to  be  able  in  this  way  to  understand  seve- 
ral persons  speaking  at  one,  the  ear  must  possess 
something  of  Csesar's  faculty,  who  dictated  seven 
letters  at  once  to  as  many  scribes.  One  must  pos- 
■*  sess  a  power  of  musical  discrimination,  which  the 
happiest  talents  do  not  lend,  unless  they  have 
been  cultivated  by  the  actual  practice  and  the 
theoretic  study  of  the  art.  Only  a  good  musician 
can  so  divide  his  attention,  and  at  his  pleasure 
listen  to  the  details,  without  ever  losing  the  whole. 
This  I  call  the  learned  or  active  listening,  which 
is  conscious  of  its  free  will  and  of  the  ability  to 
use  it.  Moreover  there  are  works,  which  even 
the  most  dexterous  with  a  single  or  with  several 
hearings  cannot  wholly  comprehend.  But  what 
does  the  musician  do  in  that  case  ?  He  brings 
the  eyes  to  the  aid  of  the  ears ;  he  reads  the  work 
in  the  score ;  he  executes  it  in  his  head,  as  often 
as  he  pleases,  whereby  the  work  becomes  as  clear 
to  him  as  any  minuet  or  song.  If  then  with  all 
the  necessary  means  he  does  not  understand  it, 
the  fault  lies  not  in  him.  But  what  is  there  left  of 
a  Fugue  to  a  dilettante,  who  is  not  qualified  to 
hear  it  as  it  must  be  heard,  still  less  to  read  a  score 
written  in  the  contrapuntal  style  ?  Vague  and 
utterly  false  impressions,  obscurities,  in  short  ab- 
solutely nothing.  The  only  work  in  this  style, 
into  whose  meaning  he  has  power  to  penetrate,  if 
go  farther,  is  perhaps  the  "Chaos  "  of  Haybn. 

[To  be  continued  ] 


Organ  Building  in  New  England. 

From  Moore's  Encyclopsedia  of  Music. 

The  progress  of  our  countrymen  in  organ  build- 
ing has  been  every  way  satisfactory  and  "flattering, 
and  would  seem  to  have  quite  exceeded  the  ex- 
pectation formerly  entertained  by  many  of  the 
old  professional  men.  So  far  as  regards  the  mere 
mechanical  construction  of  the  organ,  doubtless  it 
is  a  trade  which  may  be  taught  and  learned,  like 
that  of  the  carpenter,  the  cabinet  maker,  or  the 
machinist.  But  the  mechanical  construction  of 
his  instrument,  whatever  may  be  its  difllculties,  is 
but  a  part  of  the  work  of  the  true  organ  builder. 
He  must  have  genius  and  skill  to  invent  and  de- 
vise such  plans,  proportions,  and  combinations,  for 
his  various  stops  and  pipes,  and  a  capacity  so  to 
voice  and  tune  them,  that  the  greatest  possible 
musical  effect  may  be  produced  from  his  instru- 
ment. Hence  organ  building  has  been  very  pro- 
perly considered  a  liberal  art,  in  as  much  as  it 
demands,  in  the  words  of  an  intelligent  musical 
writer,  '•  original  genius  and  cultivated  taste,  uni- 
ted with  knowledge,  practice,  and  experience,  and 
a  musical  ear  delicately  sensible  to  the  perfec- 
tion of  tone  and  tune." 

William  M.  Goodrich  is  admitted,  on  all  hands, 
to  have  been  the  first  American  organ  builder 
worthy  of  the  name,  although  there  were  several 
persons  in  New  England  who  carried  on  the 
business  before  his  time.  The  first  organ  built 
in  America  was  built  by  Edward  Bromfield,  Jr., 
in  Boston,  in  1745.  In  1752  Mr.  Thomas  John- 
ston built  an  organ  for  Christ  Church,  Boston. 
The  first  foreign  organ  ever  put  up  in  Boston  is 
presumed  to  have  been  the  one  erected  in  King's 
Chapel  in  the  year  1714.  The  Messrs.  Hook 
have  now  in  their  possession  a  remnant  of  one  ff 
Johnston's  instruments,  formerly  in  the  Episcopal 
church  at  Salem.  On  the  front,  or  name  board, 
there  is  an  inscription  in  German  text,  executed 
in  ivory,  as  follows:  "Thomas  Johnston  fecit, 
Boston,  Nov.  Anglorum,  1754."  It  was  a  small 
organ,   with   one   bank   of  keys   and   six   stops. 


Johnston  died  about  1768,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Dr.  Josiah  Leavitt,  in  early  life  a  practising  phy- 
sician. Dr.  Leavitt  was  engaged  in  the  business 
for  a  number  of  years.  After  him  came  Mr. 
Henry  Pratt,  of  Winchester,  New  Hampshire, 
who  died  m  1849.  Mr.  Pratt  had  built  about 
twenty-three  small  church  organs  and  some  nine- 
teen chamber  organs,  when  Mr.  Goodrich  made 
his  appearance.  This  talented  artist  was  born  in 
Tempieton',  Mass.,  in  1777  ;  went  to  Boston  about 
the  year  1799,  and  continued  in  business  there  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1833.  It  was  Mr. 
Goodrich  who  gave  a  character  to  the  art  of  organ 
building  in  this  country,  and  constructed  such  in- 
struments as  rendered  importation  from  Europe 
(to  any  extent)  unnecessary.  The  writer  of  a 
very  interesting  memoir  of  Mr.  Goodrich,  and  of 
the  progress  of  the  art  in  New  England,  says : 

"  Persons  remarkable  for  ingenuity  or  enter- 
prise, who  originate  useful  inventions  and  im- 
provements, or  who  introduce  and  establish  new 
branches  of  business  and  of  the  mechanic  arts, 
may  be  ranked  among  our  most  useful  citizens. 
They  contribute,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  the 
public  prosperity,  and  to  the  rapid  advance  of  the 
nation  not  only  in  wealth  and  power,  but  in  those 
attributes  which  command  influence  and  respect 
among  the  nations  of  Europe.  To  this  class  of 
citizens  may  justly  be  referred  Mr.  William  M. 
Goodrich.  He  was  well  and  extensively  known 
as  an  ingenious,  self-taught  mechanic,  and  particu- 
larly as  an  excellent  organ  builder.  His  instru- 
ments are  to  be  found  in  chujches  in  every  part  of 
the  Union,  and  even  far  beyond  its  limits.  Mr. 
Goodrich  was  curious  and  inquisitive,  not  only  in 
mechanics,  but  in  other  branches  of  knowledge; 
and  he  studied  and  investigated  whatever  inter- 
ested him  with  great  perseverance  and  attention. 
He  had  originally  a  fine  musical  ear.  In  early 
life  he  improved  this  faculty,  both  by  study  and 
practice,  and  he  was  ever  afterwards  extremely 
fond  of  music.  This  union  of  the  mechanical 
and  the  musical  taste  and  faculty  naturally  led 
him,  when  the  opportunity  ofiered,  to  undertake 
the  con;truction  of  organs.  It  was  the  united 
love  of  these  arts  which  constantly  urged  him  on, 
made  him  overcome  every  difficulty,  and  raised 
him  to  that  height  of  excellence  which  he  finally 
.attained." 

Mr.  Goodrich  built  his  first  church  organ  in 
Boston  for  Bishop  Chevereux,  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  in  1805.  This  instrument  he,  in  1822, 
removed,  and  in  its  place  set  up  a  much  larger 
and  better  one.  "  Soon  after  commencing  busi- 
ness," says  the  writer  of  the  memoir  alluded  to, 
"  he  was  appointed  to  clean,  repair,  and  put  in 
tune,  two  or  three  excellent  English  organs,  then 
in  Boston,  and  afterwards  others  in  other  places. 
From  the  opportunities  which  making  those  re- 
pairs afforded  him  he  derived  great  and  impor- 
tant advantages.  His  previous  scales  and  plans, 
being  mostly  contrived  by  himself,  were  necessa- 
rily imperfect  and  incomplete.  He  had  now  the 
power  of  improving  them.  He  carefully  inspected 
the  work  of  the  best  of  these  foreign  organs,  ob- 
served the  contrivance  and  arrangement  of  the 
several  parts,  and  took  the  dimensions  and  pro- 
portians  of  the  pipes  and  other  portions  of  the 
interior.  All,  or  most  of  these,  he  introduced,  at 
various  times  into  his  own  organs;  and,  after  due 
trial,  adopted  such  as  he  deemed  the  best  for  his 
own  future  use." 

"  It  is  highly  creditable,"  continues  the  writer,  ■ 
"  to  Mr.  Goodrich  and  his  pupils,  that  during  the 
whole  period  of  his  being  in  business,  (from  1805 
to  1833,)  and  notwithstanding  the  violent  preju- 
dice which  existed,  for  a  long  time,  against  Amer- 
ican manufactures,  and  in  favor  of  every  thing 
that  was  English,  only  three  church  organs  were 
imported  into  Boston  from  abroad.  Two  of  these, 
by  Fruin,  of  London,  are  said  not  to  be  remark- 
able for  excellence.  The  third,  built  by  Elliot,  of 
London,  for  the  Old  South  Church,  in  1822,  is 
considered  to  be  a  very  superior  instrument.  It 
cost  the  society  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  dollars." 

Soon  after  Mr.  William  M.  Goodrich  com- 
menced business  in  Boston,  his  brother  Ebenezer 
went  into  his  manufactory  to  learn  the  business 
in  Boston,  finally  set  up  on  his  own  account,  and 


built  quite  a  number  of  instruments,  mostly  of 
small  size.  About  the  year  1807,  Mr.  Thomas 
Appleton,  who  had  served  a  regular  apprentice- 
ship with  a  cabinet  maker,  entered  into  the  em- 
ployment of  Mr.  W.  M.  Goodrich,  and  continued 
with  him  several  years.  Mr.  Appleton  then  form- 
ed a  connection  in  business  with  Mr.  Babcock,  a 
piano-forte  maker,  and  two  persons  by  the  name 
of  Hayt — under  the  name  of  Hayts,  Babcock,  & 
Appleton.  They  took  a  building  in  Milk  Street, 
Boston,  and  commenced  manufacturing  organs 
and  piano-fortes.  In  the  course  of  a  year,  Mr. 
Goodrich  was  induced  to  join  the  establishment, 
and  attend  to  the  voicing  and  tuning  of  the  in- 
struments— the  most  delicate  and  difficult  part  of 
the  organ  building,  and  a  part  for  which  the  great- 
est amount  of  mere  mechanical  skill  will  always 
be  found  insufficient  if  it  be  not  coupled  with  ori- 
ginal genius  and  taste. 

The  Milk  Street  firm,  after  undergoing  various 
changes,  was  finally,  in  1820,  dissolved.  Mr.  Ap- 
pleton took  a.  building  in  another  situation,  and 
continued  the  business  on  his  own  account.  The 
first  three  organs  ho  built  were  voiced  and  tuned 
by  Ebenezer  Goodrich.  One  of  these  was  after- 
wards revoiced  and  tuned  by  Corri,  an  English- 
man, who  came  over  with  the  Old  South  Church 
organ.  Corri  was  employed  by  Mr.  Appleton, 
in  voicing  and  tuning,  for  several  years,  and  was 
probably  one  of  the  most  talented  men  he  ever 
had  with  him.  Mr.  Appleton  has  built,  since  ha 
first  went  into  business,  a  large  number  of  organs, 
many  of  them,  undoubtedly,  very  good  instru- 
ments. He  afterwards,  we  believe,  formed  a  con- 
nection with  a  young  builder  by  the  name  of 
Warren,  under  the  firm  of  Appleton  &  Warren. 
Mr.  Warren  afterwards  commenced  business  for 
himself  at  Montreal,  Canada  East. 

About  the  year  1831,  the  art  of  organ  building 
in  America  began  to  receive  a  new  impulse. 
Messrs.  E.  &  G.  G.  Hook  commenced  business  in 
Boston  about  this  time,  and  they  had  previously 
carried  on  the  business  in  Salem,  where  they  had 
already  built  for  various  persons  nineteen  organs. 
The  elder  Hook  was,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  an 
apprentice  to  the  celebrated  W.  M.  Goodrich, 
many  of  the  peculiar  qualities  of  whose  mind  he 
seems  to  possess  in  an  eminent  degree — such  as 
great  inquisitiveness  and  ingenuity  in  mechanics, 
united  with  a  constant  disposition  to  introduce 
new  features  in  his  method  of  construction,  and 
to  seize  upon  all  foreign  improvements  deemed  to 
be  of  any  value. 

William  Nutting,  Jr.,  formerly  of  Randolph, 
Vt,  in  1853,  opened  a  large  organ  establishment 
at  Bellows  Falls,  Vt.  He  had  previously  built  a 
number  of  organs,  which  have  been  considered  as 
good  as  any  built  in  the  country. 

There  were,  in  1853,  in  Boston  and  its  imme- 
diate vicinity,  four  extensive  organ  factories,  viz  : 
Appleton's  at  Reading,  Steven's  at  East  Cam- 
bridge, Simmons'  (Mr.  William  B.  D.  Simmons  was 
for  many  years  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Appleton, 
before  commencing  manufacturing  on  his  own 
account)  on  Causeway  Street,  and  Hook's  on 
Leverett  Street.  John  Mackay  was  connected 
with  Mr.  Appleton  in  1810.  In  1812,  on  account 
of  the  embargo  which  existed  during  the  war,  a 
portion  of  the  material,  (tin,  zinc,  and  ivory,) 
used  by  organ  builders,  became  so  scarce  that  it 
could  not  be  obtained,  except  at  an  almost  ruinous 
expense ;  consequently  this  branch  of  manufac- 
tures experienced  a  temporary  decline. 


Wood  Sounds. 

[Prom  "  Walden,"  by  II.  D.  Thoroau.J     - 

Sometimes,  on  Sundays,  I  heard  the  bells,  the 
Lincoln,  Acton,  Bedford  or  Concord  bell,  when 
the  wind  was  favorable,  a  faint,  sweet,  and,  as  it 
were,  natural  melody,  worth  importing  into  the 
wilderness.  At  a  sufficient  distance  over  the 
woods  this  sound  acquires  a  certain  'vibratory 
hum,  as  if  the  pine  needles  in  the  horizon  were 
the  strings  of  a  harp  which  it  swept.  All  sound 
heard  at  the  greatest  possible  distance,  produces 
one  and  the  same  effect,  a  vibration  of  the  uni- 
versal lyre,  just  as  the  intervening  atmosphere 
makes  a  distant  ridge  of  earth  interesting  to  our 
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eyes  by  the  azure  tint  it  imparts  to  it.  There 
came  to  me  in  this  case  a  melody  which  the  air 
had  strained,  and  which  had  conversed  with  ev- 
ery leaf  and  needle  of  the  wood,  that  portion  of 
the  sound  which  the  elements  had  taken  up  and 
modulated  and  echoed  from  vale  to  vale.  The 
echo  is,  to  some  extent,  an  original  sound,  and 
therein  is  the  magic  and  charm  of  it.  It  is  not 
merely  a  repetition  of  what  was  worth  repeating 
in  the  bell,  but  partly  the  voice  of  the  wood ;  the 
same  trivial  words  and  notes  sung  by  a  wood- 
nymph. 

At  evening,  the  distant  lowing  of  some  cow  in 
the  horizon  beyond  the  woods  sounded  sweet  and 
melodious,  and  at  first  I  would  mistake  it  for  the 
voices  of  certain  minstrels  by  whom  I  was  some- 
times serenaded,  who  might  be  straying  over  hill 
and  dale;  but  soon  1  was  not  unpleasantly  disap- 
pointed when  it  was  prolonged  into  the  cheap 
and  natural  music  of  the  cow.  I  do  not  mean  to 
be  satirical,  but  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
those  youths'  singing,  when  I  state  that  I  per- 
ceived cleai-ly  that  it  was  akin  to  the  music  of  the 
cow,  and  they  were  at  length  one  articulation  of 
Nature. 

Regularly  at  half-past  seven,  in  one  part  of  the 
summer,  after  the  evening  train -had  gone  by,  the 
whippoorwills  chanted  their  vespers  for  half  an 
hour,  sitting  on  a  stump  by  my  door,  or  upon  the 
ridge  pole  of  the  house.  They  would  begin  to 
sing  almost  with  as  much  precision  as  a  clock, 
within  five  minutes  of  a  particular  time,  referred 
to  the  setting  of  the  sun,  every  evening.  I  had  a 
rare  opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  their 
habits.  Sometimes  I  heard  four  or  five  at  once 
in  different  parts  of  the  wood,  by  accident  one  a 
bar  behind  another,  and  so  near  me  that  I  distin- 
guished not  only  the  cluck  after  each  note,  but 
often  that  singular  buzzing  sound  like  a  fly  in  a 
spider's  web,  only  proportionally  louder.  Some- 
times one  would  circle  round  and  round  me  in 
the  woods  a  few  feet  distant  as  if  tethered  by  a 
string,  when  probably  I  was  near  its  eggs.  They 
sang  at  intervals  throughout  the  night,  and  were 
again  as  musical  as  ever  just  before  and  about 
dawn. 

When  other  birds  are  still  the  screech  owls 
take  up  the  strain,  like  mourning  women  their 
ancient  u-lu-lu.  Their  dismal  scream  is  truly 
Ben  tjonsonian.  Wise  midnight  hags  I  It  is  no 
honest  and  blunt  tu-whit  tu-wlio  of  the  poets,  but 
without  jesting,  a  most  solemn  graveyard  ditty, 
the  mutual  consolations  of  suicide  lovers  remem- 
bering the  pangs  and  the  delights  of  supernal 
love  in  the  infernal  groves..  Yet  I  love  to  hear 
their  wailing,  their  doleful  responses,  trilled  alomv 
the  woodsiile  ;  reminding  mo  sometimes  of  music 
and  singing  birds;  as  if  it  were  the  dark  and 
tearful  side  of  music,  the  regrets  and  sighs  that 
would  fain  be  sung.  They  are  the  spirits,  the 
low  spirits  and  melancholy  forebodings,  of  fallen 
souls  that  once  in  human  shape  night-walked  the 
earth  and  did  the  deeds  of  darkness,  now  expiat- 
ing their  sins  with  their  wailing  hymns  or  threno- 
dies in  the  scenery  of  their  transgressions.  They 
give  me  a  new  sense  of  the  variety  and  capacity 
of  that  nature  which  is  our  common  dwelling. 
Oh-o-o-o-o  that  I  never  had  been  bor-r-r-r-n  !  sishs 
one  on  this  side  of  the  pond,  and  circles  with  the 
restlessness  of  despair  to  some  new  perch  on  the 
gray  oaks.  Then — that  1  never  had  been  bor-r-r- 
r-n  !  echoes  another  on  the  farther  side  with 
tremulous  sincerity,  and — bor-r-r-r-n  J  comes  faint- 
ly from  far  in  the  Lincoln  woods. 

I  was  also  serenaded  by  a  hooting  owl.  Near 
at  hand  you  could  fancy  it  the  mo.st  melancholy 
sound  in  Nature,  as  if  she  meant  by  this  to  ste- 
reotype and  make  permanent  in  her  choir  the 
dying  moans  of  a  human  being, — some  poor  weak 
relic  of  mortality  who  has  left  hope  behind,  and 
howls  like  an  animal,  yet  with  human  sobs,  on 
entering  the  dark  valley,  made  more  awful  by  a 
certain  gurgling  melodiousness, —  I  find  myself 
beginning  with  the  letters  gl  when  I  try  to  imi- 
tate it, — expressive  of  a  mind  which  has  reached 
the  gelatinous  mildewy  stage  in  the  mortification 
of  all  healthy  and  courageous  thought.  It  re- 
minded me  of  ghouls  and  idiots  and  insane  bowl- 
ings. But  now  one  answers  from  far  woods  in  a 
strain  made  really  melodious  by  distance, — Hoo 


hoo  hoo,  hoorer  hoo  ;  and  indeed  for  the  most  part 
it  suggested  only  pleasing  associations,  whether 
heard  by  day  or  night,  summer  or  winter. 

I  rejoice  that  there  are  owls.  Let  them  do  the 
idiotic  and  maniacal  hooting  for  men.  It  is  a 
sound  admirably  suited  to  swamps  and  twilight 
woods,  which  no  day  illustrates,  suggesting  a  vast 
and  undeveloped  nature  -which  men  have  not 
recognized.  They  represent  the  stark  twilight 
and  unsatisfied  thoughts  which  all  have.  All  day 
the  sun  has  shone  on  the  surface  of  some  savage 
swamp,  where  the  single  spruce  stands  hung  with 
usnea  lichens,  and  small  hawks  circulate  above, 
and  the  chicadee  lisps  amid  the  evergreens,  and 
the  partridge  and  rabbit  skulk  beneath ;  but  now 
a  more  dismal  and  fitting  day  dawns,  and  a  dif- 
ferent race  of  creatures  awakes  to  expr-ess  the 
meaning  of  Nature  there. 

Late  in  the  evening  I  heard  the  distant  rum- 
bling of  wagons  over  bridges, — a  sound  heard 
farther  than  almost  any  other  at  night, — the  bay- 
ing of  dogs,  and  sometimes  again  the  lowing  of 
some  disconsolate  cow  in  a  distant  barn-yard. 
In  the  mean  while  all  the  shore  rang  with  the 
trump  of  bullfrogs,  the  sturdy  spirits  of  ancient 
wine-bibbers  and  wassailers,  still  unrepentant, 
trying  to  sing  a  catch  in  their  Stygian  lake, — if 
the  Walden  nymphs  will  pardon  the  comparison, 
for  though  there  are  almost  no  weeds,  there  are 
frogs  there, — who  would  fain  keep  up  the  hila- 
rious rules  of  their  old  festal  tables,  though  their 
voices  have  waxed  hoarse  and  solemnly  grave, 
mocking  at  mirth,  and  the  wine  has  lost  its  flavoi-, 
and-become  onlj'  liquor  to  distend  their  paunches, 
and  sweet  intoxication  never  comes  to  drown  the 
memory  of  the  past,  but  mere  saturation  and 
waterloggedness  and  distention.  The  most  alder- 
manic,  with  his  chin  upon  a  heart-leaf,  which 
serves  for  a  napkin  for  his  drooling  chaps,  under 
this  northern  shore  quaffs  a  deep  draught  of  the 
once  scorned  water,  and  passes  round  the  cup 
with  the  ejaculation  tr-r-r-oonk,  tr-r-r-oonk,  tr-r-r- 
oonk !  and  straightway  comes  over  the  water 
from  some  distant  cove  the  same  password  re- 
peated, where  the  next  in  seniority  and  girth  has 
gulped  down  to  his  mark  ;  and  when  this  obser- 
vance has  made  the  circuit  of  the  shores,  then 
ejaculates  the  master  of  ceremonies,  with  satis- 
faction, tr-r-r-oonk  !  and  each  in  his  turn  repeats 
the  same  down  to  the  least  distended,  leakiest, 
and  flabbiest  paunched,  that  there  be  no  mistake ; 
and  then  the  bowl  goes  round  again  and  again, 
until  the  sun  disperses  the  morning  mist,  and  only 
the  patriarch  is  not  under  the  pond,  but  vainly 
bellowing  troonk  from  time  to  time,  and  pausing 
for  a  reply. 


[From  the  London  Attienreum.] 

Madame  Sontag. 
Henrietta  Sontag  was  born  in  Coblentz,  on  tho 
13th  of  May,  1805 — the  child  of  an  obscure  Ger- 
man actor  and  actress.  She  was  destined  for  the 
stage  from  her  cradle :  and  when  she  was  only 
six  years  old  she  was  brought  forward  "  on  the 
boards,"  at  Darmstadt,  as  Salome,  in  the  ■'  Don- 
amveibchen"  of  Kauer,  in  which  she  is  said  to 
have  excited  a  sensation  as  a  prodigy.  In  her 
ninth  year,  on  the  loss  of  her  father,  the  little  girl 
was  placed  in  the  Conservatory  of  Prague ;  and 
because  of  her  remarkable  gifts,  was  admitted 
as  a  student  three  years  before  the  period  fixed 
in  the  statutes  of  the  Institution.  She  there 
was  made  an  excellent  musician  ;  and  the  name  of 
her  singing  mistress,  Madame  Czezka,  is  worthy 
of  record,  since  in  few  artists,  dead  or  living  can 
the  voice  have  been  more  perfectly  developed. 
Her  biographers,  however,  insist  that  Henrietta 
profited  much  from  attending  the  performances 
of  Madame  Mainvielle  Fodor,  when  on  leaving 
the  Conservatory  of  Prague,  she  went  to  Vienna 
and  commenced  her  career  there  by  appearing 
alternately  in  German  and  Italian  opera.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  as  early  as  the  year  1821  she  had  taken 
her  place,  by  singing,  at  a  moment's  warning,  in 
Prague,  the  part  of  the  Princess  of  Navarre  in 
Boieldieu's  '  Jean  de  Paris ;'  and  hor  reputation 
must  have  been  as  high  as  it  was  versatile  within 
a  short  period  of  her  arrival  in  the  Austrian  capital, 
since,  in  1823,  she  was  selected  by  Weber,  in  the 


full  outburst  of  his  popularity,  to  sustain  the  prin- 
cipal part  in  his  '  Euryanthe,' — and  in  1824  she 
was  grasped  by  Beethoven  as  solo  soprano  for  his 
'Choral  Symphony'  and  Missa  Solennis — both 
also  then  produced  for  the  first  time;  and  neither 
of  them  'child's  play.'  In  the  same  year,  1824, 
Mile.  Sontag's  engagements  at  Leipsic  and  Berlin 
were  the  commencement  of  half-a-dozen  years  of 
triumph,  enthusiasm,  popularity,  emolument,  such 
as,  in  those  days,  had  hardly  been  won  by  even  the 
queenly  Cata'lani  herself  Mile.  Sontag's  inno- 
cent loveliness  and  natural  sweetness  of  manner 
doubtless  aided  the  charm — but  the  reality  of  her 
voice,  the  perfection  of  her  method,  and  her  sound 
musical  skill,  had  the  largest  share  in  the  popular 
frenzy — for  to  frenzy  it  amounted  among  the 
knights,  squires,  students  and  artists  of  Germany 
north  and  south.  It  was  owing  to  her  musical  re- 
putation rather  than  to  her  personal  graces  that 
the  enchantress  was  soon  tempted  to  Paris  and 
London  by  offers  at  that  time  fabulous  in  amount ; 
and  this  at  a  moment  when  Pasta  was  in  full  glory 
and  Garcia's  eldest  daughter,  Malibran,  was  all 
but  ready  to  appear. 

It  will  say  much  to  every  one  capable  of  reflec- 
tion, that,  without  commanding  any  force  or  ori- 
ginality as  an  actress,  Mile.  Sontag  could  still 
establish  her  position  and  confirm  her  German  tri- 
umphs on  the  Italian  theatres  of  Paris  and  Lon- 
don, in  spite  of  rivalry  so  redoubtable.  It  seems 
like  a  dream  of  another  world  to  recollect  the  con- 
certs at  Marlborough  House,  then  inhabited  by 
Prince  Leopold,  in  which  she  sang — the  struggles 
for  squeezing-room  in  the  pit  of  the  Opera,  when 
she  appeared  as  Desdemona  to  Pasta's  Otello — and 
the  tales  in  Fop's  Alley  which  declared  how  the 
Italian  Tragic  Muse  "  showed  her  sense  "  of  the 
German  warbler's  fascinations  by  grasping  at 
Desdemona's  fair  hair  with  a  little  private 
vindictiveness  as  well  as  professional  fury !  It 
seems  like  a  dream, — but  such  ivas  the  excitement 
that  a  fashionable  publisher,  apt  at  bubble-blowing, 
absolutely  announced  as  about  to  appear  among 
the  new  books  of  the  season,  '  Travelling  sketches,' 
by  Mdlle.  Sontag.  As  to  the  alliances  proposed 
her  by  Rumor — without  end  as  without  beginning 
— there  wag  hardly  a  conceivable  grandeur,  short 
of  crown  and  sceptre,  for  which  the  new  Rosina 
was  not  laid  out.  But  the  wonder  was  little  more 
than  "  a  nine  day's  wonder,"  since,  after  one  or 
two  seasons  of  success  and  adulation,  it  became 
understood  that  Mile.  Sontag  had  been  for  some 
time  engaged  to  a  foreign  gentleman  of  noble 
family  and  that  the  two  were  merely  waiting  till 
her  fortune  was  assured.  In  due  time  the 'mar- 
riage took  place — Mile.  Sontag  was  presented 
with  a  fictitious  escutcheon  and  ancestry  by  the 
King  of  Prussia,  in  order  that  she  might  be  eligible 
for  continental  high  society — the  artist  disappear- 
ed into  the  diplomatic  world ;  and  MM.  Scribe 
and  Auber  wrote  their  charming  '  Ambassadrice,' 
(with  no  remote  reference,  rumor  went  on  to  say, 
to  the  Lady's  story,)  in  which  Henriette,  the  he- 
roine, was  sung  by  Madame  Cinti-Damoreau. 
But,  though  replaced'in  the  opera-house  of  Europe, 
the  Sontag  was  not  forgotten — she  was  heard  of 
from  time  to  time  as  singing  in  the  Court  circles 
of  Prussia  and  Russia,  or  as  lending  her  talent 
and  her  rank  in  aid  of  some  charitable  perfor- 
mances— latterly  reputed  (not  unnaturally)  to 
have  lost  some  of  her  old  flexibility  and  grace — 
until  the  amount  of  her  past  exquisite  powers  and 
accomplishments  became  questioned  by  tho.se 
whose  homage  and  regard  know  only  the  "  Cynthia 
of  the  minute." 

Almost  twenty  years  had  elapsed,  which  we  were 
informed  that,  as  one  of  the  consequences  of  the 
revolution  of  1848,  Madam  Sontag  was  compelled 
by  vicissitudes  of  fortune  to  return  to  the  opera 
houses  of  Europe,  and  was  to  begin  by  replacing 
Mile.  Lind  at  Her  Majesty's  Theatre.  The  Athe- 
ncEum  duly  recorded  [No.  1133]  the  result  of  this 
perilous  experiment;  for  more  perilous  it  was  in 
every  point  of  view  than  any  reappearance  we 
can  recollect.  How  Madame  Sontag  proved  her- 
self little  worse  for  the  caprices  or  decays  of  time, 
and  was  able  to  cope  with  the  real  and  exagger- 
ated reputation  of  her  predecessor — how  she  rose 
superior  to  the  charlantry  which  tried  to  make  up 
another  "  sensation"  for  her,  as  for  "  a  Countess 
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in  difficulties" — how  she  adventured  with  as  much 
courage  as  skill  in  a  new  and  very  wide  reper- 
tory, which  had  not  existence  when  she  left 
the  stage — were  told  in  this  journal,  week  by 
week.  No  girl — eager  to  win  a  reputation  for 
usefulness,  obligingness,  and  versatility — ever 
studied  so  many  unfamiliar  works  in  so  short  a 
time  as  Madame  Sontag.  In  the  "  Figlia "  of 
Donizetti  (for  instance)  her  archness  and  brilli- 
ancy carried  off  the  palm  in  the  lesson-scene, 
against  the  youthful  ingenuousness  and  great  vo- 
cal execution  of  Mile.  Lind.  In  the  "Prodigo" 
of  Auber  she  fairly  "  sang  down  "  the  then  "  Son- 
tag  "  of  the  Opera  Comique  of  Paris,  Madame 
Ugalde.  She  saved  "  Le  tre  Nozze  "  by  the  airy 
vivacity  of  her  dancing  song.  She  carried  through 
the  ungracious  part  of  Miranda,  in  "  La  Tempes- 
ta."  Her  success,  in  short,  was  no  case  of  "  al- 
lowance," loyalty  to  a  former  favorite,  and  the 
like, — but  a  newly  gained,  honestly  maintained, 
triumph,  under  circumstances,  we  repeat,  of  unex- 
ampled peculiarity.  How,  after  such  active  ser- 
vices in  England  and  France — including  festivals, 
concerts,  every  thing,  in  short,  that  the  freshest 
and  most  vigorous  artist  can  be  called  on  to  ac- 
complish— Madame  Sontag  passed  to  Germany 
and  subsequently  to  America,  where  she  died, 
after  having  all  but  succeeded  in  her  object — a 
restoration  of  fortune — may  be  left  to  be  told  more 
at  length  by  annalists  to  come. 

Considered  with  reference  to  her  art,  Madame 
Sontag  claims  the  highest  place  as  a  consummate 
vocalist  and  musician,  if  not  as  a  woman  of  genius. 
Nature  had  been  prodigal  of  charm  to  her  voice  ; 
but  art  had  given  it  its  wonderful  executive  fluen- 
cy, and  enabled  her  to  keep  it  so  long  in  abeyance 
(as  it  were)  unimpaired.  Madame  Sontag's  taste 
too,  though  leaning  towards  the  florid  and  the  de- 
licate, was  mostly  judicious — always  so  in  the 
great  music  of  the  great  musicians.  In  particular, 
it  must  be  again  put  on  record  that  her  "  hand- 
ling" of  Mozart's  music  was  incomparable.  We 
have  heard  no  one  sing  it  so  graciously,  so  tem- 
perately, yet  with  so  much  variety  as  she.  With 
all  the  feats  and  features  of  Madame  Sontag's  re- 
appearance fresh  in  our  memory,  we  cannot  recall 
one  instance  of  deficient  preparation,  incomplete- 
ness, or  failure.  The  quiet  intrepidity  and  reso- 
lution with  which  she  may  be  credited,  made  her 
agreeable  and  presentable,  as  an  actress,  without 
having  any  natural  store  of  dramatic  vigor  or  im- 
pulse to  dra%v  upon.  Her  demeanor  on  the  stage 
was  always  attractive :  her  attention  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  scene  sedulous.  She  was  modest  as 
she  was  self-possessed;  never  impassioned,  but 
never  afTected — rarely  dull,  sometimes  graciously, 
often  quietly  cheerful ;  once  or  twice  (by  expec- 
tation it  seemed)  heartily  gay. 

As  a  woman,  Madame  Sontag  was  courteous  in 
manners  rather  than  lively  in  conversation  or 
acute  in  remark.  Totally  unaware,  it  seemed,  of 
the  distinction  which  her  artist's  name  reflected 
on  those  around  her, — gently  acquiescent  in  all 
the  ennui  and  ceremony  which  belong  to  the  life 
of  a  great  lady, — curious  in  the  "pomps  and  vani- 
ties" of  the  toilette — "a  Beauty."  in  short,  in 
many  of  her  ways — it  was  remarkable  to  observe 
how  strong  a  hold,  after  all,  her  real  life  (which 
was  the  life  of  a  singer)  had  retained  upon  her, — 
how  she  had  kept  the  facts  and  interests  of  her 
old  profession  warm  and  quick  in  petto,  ready  to 
re-appear,  for  her  own  guidance  and  enjoyment. 
When  we  knew  Madame  Sontag,-  her  most  gen- 
uine talk  was  that  of  the  green-room ;  and  de- 
voted as  was  her  desire  to  build  up  the  fortunes 
of  her  family,  we  still  believe  that  the  steadiness 
with  which  this  was  carried  thr6ugh  had  a  strong 
sinew,  not  merely  in  the  duty  of  the  wife,  but  in 
the  conscious  pride  and  pleasure  of  the  great  vo- 
calist. She  felt  that  she  could  keep  and  resume 
her  place  by  the  side  of  women  of  greater  genius ; 
and  this  in  two  distinct  generations. 
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Extracts  from  Hurlbut's  '  Gan-Eden.' 

THE   DANCE   OF   CUBA. 

The    Creole   dandy,    (compassionate   him,   oh 
thou   his  serious  Northern  brother  !)  drifts  slowly 
down  his  sluiigish  canal  of  life  without  a  dream  of 
Sometimes  ho  riots  in  a 


struggle  or  endeavor. 


melodious  operatic  rage  ;  but  the  wave  rises  high- 
est in  his  heart,  whenever  the  Dulcinea  of  the 
moment  makes  his  encircling  arm  her  stay  in  the 
slow,  graceful  whirl  of  that  delicious  contra-danza, 
which  is  the  rhythmic  utterance  of  his  warm  lan- 
guid life.  Oh  I  how  wooingly,  how  trancingly 
floats  now  through  my  memory,  the  soft  enthrall- 
ing music  of  that  luxurious  dance  1  a  mystery  as 
strange  and  sweet  as  is  all  that  life  so  alien  from 
our  own,  which  flavors  the  tropic  world  !  It  is 
the  dance  of  Cuba,  and  the  children  of  Cuba 
alone  have  its  secret.  You  can  always  detect 
the  foreigner  through  all  the  grace  and  all  the 
precision  of  his  step.  The  dance  is  the  earliest 
and  most  national  of  national  Ijrics.  The  Taran- 
tella, maddening  on  the  moonlit  sands  of  Sorrento; 
the  Cachucha,  inspiring  every  limb  of  the  ardent 
daughter  of  Andalusia ;  the  (;07!(ra-'/a)7za,  pouring 
the  plaintive  passion  of  its  wailing  cadences 
through  every  nerve  and  vein  of  the  pale,  dark- 
eyed  Creoles,  till  the  very  music  seems  to  come 
from  them, 

"  And  all  the  notes  appear  to  be 
The  echoes  of  their  feet: " 

these  may  all  be  felt,  but  cannot  be  fathomed  by 
the  stranger.  The  measure  of  the  contradanza 
always  brought  before  me  visions  of  "  the  mild- 
eyed  melancholy  "  Indians,  of  that  soft,  unwarlike 
people  to  whom  life  was  one  sweet  song  and 
breathing  dance  in  this  fair  island,  before  the 
greedy  Spaniard  came  with  traffic  and  with  toil, 
to  sweep  them  from  the  earth.  The  music  of  the 
Indian  names  and  words  which  the  conquerors 
have  preserved,  is  kindred  in  character  with  the 
measure  of  the  contradanza.  Guanabacoa,  Cam- 
arioca,  Baracoa,  Guanajay,  guanava,  guayava; 
the  soft  delaying  flow  of  such  words  as  these  re- 
vives for  us  the  whole  spirit  of  the  vanished  people, 
to  whom  to  die  was  easier  than  to  work.  Long 
may  it  be  before  the  camp  dances  of  the  big-boot- 
ed Sclavonians,  or  the  mincing  absurdities  of  the 
diplomatic  quadrille,  shall  banish  from  the'saloons 
of  Cuba  their  own  most  graceful  and  expressive 
measure  I 

The  present  customs  of  the  land  in  regard  to 
the  intercourse  of  the  young  people,  are  a  great 
shield  to  the  contradanza.  The  youths  and  mai- 
dens could  not  spare  it.  Every  Cuban  young 
lady  is  carefully  secluded  from  the  approaches  of 
"  young  Cuba,"  by  a  system  of  modified  duenna- 
dom.  On  the  Paseo,  and  particularly  on  the  Plaza 
de  Armas,  the  shepherd  may  indeed  converse 
■with  his  nymph,  but  always  under  the  eye  of  her 
dragon,  and  the  third  visit  of  Lycidas  to  Chloris, 
subjects  him  to  a  tete-b.-tete  with  Chloris  mere,  and 
to  a  specific  investigation  into  his  intentions.  The 
mazes  of  the  contradanza  alone  are  free,  and  in 
that  brief  season  of  sunshine,  flirtations  spring  up 
like  flowers  in  the  fleeting  Scandinavian  sum- 
mer. 

OPERA  AT  HAVANA— TACON  THEATRE. 

Everybody  knows  that  the  Tacon  Theatre  is 
the  largest  in  America,  and  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  world.  Madame  Calderon  familiarized  us 
with  the  splendors  of  its  appearance,  to  which,  in- 
deed, that  lively  lady  did  no  more  than  justice. 
The  well-dressed  pit  relieves,  with  masses  of  black 
and  white,  the  variegated  glitter  of  the  bo.xes. 
Inclosed  only  by  a  slender  gilded  railing  these 
boxes  display  very  finely  the  flashing  eyes  and 
flashing  diamonds,  the  dark  tresses,  and  glowing 
dresses  of  fair  Havana.  Each  box  contains  a 
family  party  with  a  seat  or  two  to  spare,  and 
throughout  the  evening  each  family  receives 
visitors,  who  wander  around  the  great  cool  pas- 
sageways, peep  through  the  latticed  partitions  and 
spend  their  evenings  as  that  ancient  bachelor  his 
mornin<is,  "  in  makino;  dodging  calls,  and  wriggling 
round  among  the  ladies."  When  the  spectacle 
within  grows  tedious,  you  wander  into  those  great 
corridors,  refreshed  with  breezes  that  blow  through 
enormous  windows,  and  thronged  with  animated 
groups.  Impertinent  looking  soldiers  in  their 
white  uniforms  stalk  majestically  about,  shoving 
the  Creoles,  and  making  way  for  foreigners,  while 
at  the  open  door  of  every  bo.x  "  obsequious  dark- 
ness waits"  in  gold-laced  livery.  It  is  more  sad 
than  amusing,  however,  to  witness  one  feature  of 
this  brilliant  spectacle.     The  Creole  children,  in 


too  many  cases,  shock  the  eye  by  their  costume, 
and  their  manners,  more  than  they  win  it  by  their 
beauty  of  person  and  of  feature.  One  rarely  sees 
a  positively  ugly  child  in  Havana.  But  quite  as 
rarely  does  one  see  a  childly  child.  It  is  one  of 
the  sad  consequences  of  the  system  of  social  life  in 
the  Island,  that  children  associated  with  their 
mothers  in  the  ball-room,  the  dining-room,  and  the 
theatre,  from  the  tenderest  years,  that  they  may 
escape  the  contamination  of  slave  influence,  are 
forced  into  a  precocity,  compared  with  which  the 
sophistication  of  Punch's  immortal  juveniles  re- 
sembles the  innocence  of  the  babes  in  the  wood. 
And  there  they  are  at  the  Opera  House,  mirror- 
ing "  the  greater  audience  in  an  audience  less," 
the  absurd  little  boys  in  tight  body-coats  and  high 
hats,  swinging  jeweled  canes,  the  girls  laced,  frin- 
ged, flounced  like  their  mammas,  flirting,  too,  like 
them,  their  costly  fans,  with  the  imitated  air,  and 
too  often  with  the  genuine  expression  of  the  matur- 
est  coquetry.  Over  them  the  moralist  drops  a 
tear.  The  hopeful  traveller  recalls  with  grateful 
heart  the  memory  of  other  little  ones,  more  in 
number,  too,  than  the  Piper  left  in  Hamelin,  in 
whose  bright  eyes  childhood  laughed,  whose  red 
lips  budded  only  in  the  sinless  smile  of  happy  in- 
fancy, and  thereupon,  beholds  the  Cuban  future 
shine  more  cheerily  upon  his  thought. 

This  winter  Havana  has  had  no  Italian  troupe. 
I  should  have  been  glad  to  see  one  of  those  deifi- 
cations which  have  so  easily  won  for  Havana  the 
reputation  of  being  a  very  musical  city.  A  Stef- 
fanoni,  crowned  with  silver,  and  pelted  with  jew- 
els, a  Marini,  ranting  in  regal  state,  would  have 
been  a  sight  worth  seeing.  The  applauses  of  such 
an  audience  as  Havana  could  furnish,  must  come 
down  like  a  tropical  shower,  undiscriminating, 
fierce,  and  appalling.  For  while  the  musical  cul- 
tivation of  Havana  is  evidently  very  imperfect, 
the  Creole  nature  and  the  Creole  education  must 
make  the  Habaneros  very  susceptible  of  the 
titillating  influence  of  merely  sensuous  music. 
One  would  not  look  here  for  such  an  intelligent 
and  judicial  furore  as  those  that  have  so  often 
shaken  the  walls  of  the  Fenice  and  La  Soala,  of 
the  Pergola  and  San  Carlo,  but  a  gushing,  irra- 
tional, dispendious  enthusiasm  is  always  entertain- 
ing to  the  calmer  spectator.  It  is  pleasent  to  see 
how  much  the  Creoles  enjoy  the  very  indifferent 
music  which  they  like.  'The  Clubs  of  Havana 
(for  the  English  Club-house  has  wandered  further 
than  the  Chinese  herb,  or  the  Arabian  berry,  and 
has  undergone  as  many  culinary  modifications  as 
as  they,)  partake  of  the  character  of  Philharmonic 
Societies.  It  was  very  agreeable  to  see  this  in- 
novation upon  the  bearish  system  of  the  club- 
house, and  though  the  performances  were  ordinary 
enough,  and  the  programmes  such  as  are  now 
served  up  only  for  the  delectation  of  second-rate 
New  England  towns,  the  extravagant,  and  evident- 
ly sincere  enjoyment  of  the  audiences  quite  won 
my  sympathies.  The  music  sellers  in  the  town, 
too,  though  their  shelves  would  have  driven  a 
a  genuine  Mendelssohnian  of  Boston  quite  wild 
with  disgust,  seemed  to  be  doing  a  more  extensive 
business  than!  should  have  fancied  possible,  in  a 
community  where  aesthetic  cultivation  generally  is 
at  so  low  an  ebb.  German  and  classical  Italian 
music  are  in  very  little  demand,  but  Donizetti  and 
Verdi  must  weep  and  howl  by  turns,  through  a 
third  of  the  better  houses  of  Havana.  This  is 
very  well  for  a  city  where  you  cannot  purchase  a 
decent  box  of  colors,  or  a  tolerable  drawing-book. 
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•      BOSTON,  AUG.  19,  1854. 

Italian  Opera. 

From  present  appearances.  Opera, — by  which 
of  course  is  meant  Italian  Opera,  either  in  the 
Italian  or  English  language — is  destined  to  have  a 
pretty  fair  trial  in  our  cities  this  next  season.  It 
will  not  be  for  any  want  of  enterprize  in  this  line, 
or  of  suitable  buildlflgs,  that  it  will  fail  to  succeed. 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC, 


The  importation  of  new  troupes,  with  stars  of  every 
magnitude,  and  the  completion  of  large  and  ad- 
mirable new  theatres  in  New  York  and  Boston, 
and  possibly  in  Philadelphia,  combined  with  a  re- 
markable uncertainty  in  regard  to  concert  orches- 
tra arrangements  (due  in  some  measure,  some 
think,  to  the  distracting  influences  or  perturbations 
caused  by  the  late  presence  of  JuUien's  ponder- 
ous body),  seem  to  be  directing  the  attention  of 
the  music  loving  public  for  the  winter  coming 
mainly  to  the  for  some  time  abandoned  luxury  of 
dramatic  music.  Gkisi  and  Mario  are  positive- 
ly announced  by  Mr.  Hackett,  to  appear  in  Cas- 
tle Garden,  on  the  fourth  of  September,  in  a 
series  of  operas  and  concerts.  Who  will  occupy 
the  grand  new  opera  house,  or  "Academy  of  Mu- 
sic," in  Fourteenth  Street,  does  not  yet  appear ; 
but  there  it  is  and  there  is  a  multitude  of  scatj;er- 
ed  stars,  from  the  late  Sontag  troupe,  the  Stef- 
FANONE  troups  and  others,  aleady  in  the  country, 
with  the  probability  of  new  arrivals.  Niblo,  it  is 
said,  has  engaged  an  English  troupe  ;  and  Clara 
NoVELLO,  the  chief  of  English  Sopranos,  has  been 
engaged  far  this  country  by  Mr.  UUman,  late 
agent  of  Mme.  Sontag.  Maretzek's  entirely  new 
Italian  company  have  drawn  but  poorly  so  far  at 
Castle  Garden ;  but  this  is  partly  the  accident  of 
the  season,  since  there  is  a  charm  in  novelty  itself 
and  in  the  chance  of  discovering  merit  where  no 
rumor  has  preceded,  and  since  in  the  opinion  of 
the  best  New  York  critics  there  are  singers  of 
rare  excellence  in  Maretzek's  unlabelled  impor- 
tation. 

Here,  too,  in  Boston,  we  are  surprised  by  the 
announcement,  for  the  very  next  week,  of  Italian 
Opera  in  the  old  worn  out  shell  of  the  Howard 
Athenseum, — the  old  cradle,  however,  of  all  the 
operatic  enthusiam  that  has  ever  glowed  in  Bos- 
ton, if  we  except  the  English  opera,  by  the  Woods 
and  others  in  the  old  Tremont  theatre,  on  whose 
ruins  stands  our  present  Tremont  Temple.  The 
announcement  is  mysterious  and  obscure ;  no 
names  are  mentioned ;  only  the  opening  piece, 
Ernani ;  an  unknown  troupe,  of  whom  composed 
or  how  they  came  to  be  here,  no  one  seems  inform- 
ed; and  with  what  hope  of  paying  audience  in 
these  dog-day  times  seems  yet  more  dubious.  Yet 
let  us  indulge  the  conjecture  that  even  in  a  little, 
obscure,  superseded  place,  and  with  performers 
not  enough  known  to  fame  to  come  heralded  in 
the  usnal  big  letter  cards  and  posters,  there  may 
possibly  be  something  of  that  genuine  vitality  of 
Art,  a  single  tone  and  throb  of  which  can  trans- 
figure the  merest  old  barn  of  a  theatre  till  it  shall 
seem  a  glorious  La  Scala.  If  haply  so,  then  it 
will  be  like  the  peculiar  charm  of  finding  new 
ravines  and  waterfalls  amongst  those  glorious 
mountains  from  which  we  have  just  reluctantly 
come  back,  compared  with  the  traveller's  wont  of 
verifying  the  tradititions  of  the  Notch,  the  Flume, 
the  Old  Man  of  the  Mountain,  and  so  forth. 

In  connection  with  the  great  expensiveness  of 
Opera,  with  the  universal  testimony  of  European 
managers  that  even  in  the  great  cities  there  it 
never  pays  its  way  except  by  subsidies  from  gov- 
ernment, and  with  the  doubtful  problem  of  its  per- 
manent success  in  our  country  under  any  circum- 
stances (although  vie  have  great  faith  in  the  sys- 
tem of  large  houses  and  of  democratic  prices), 
there  has  been  renewed  questioning,  of  late,  of  the 
real  moral  tendency  and  social  gain  of  the  Italian 
Opera.  Has  it  in  the  long  run  benefited  man- 
kind to  justify  the  energies  that  have  been  ex- 


pended on  it,  or  are  now  put  forth  to  place  it  on 
some  permanent  footing  in  our  young  republic  ? 

This  question,  in  an  able  article  in  the  New 
York  Musical  Review,  has  been  boldly  answered 
in  the  negative.  It  is  but  justice  to  the  writer,  to 
be  sure,  to  state  that  he  condemns  not  indiscrimi- 
nately, that  he  limits  his  accusations  to  Italian 
opera,  and  to  Italian  opera  as  it  has  been,  without 
prejudging  what  it  might  be  ;  that  he  recognizes 
the  natural  proclivity  of  the  cultivated  man  to 
the  excitement  of  the  lyric  art,  and  that  he  pre- 
dicts a  wholesome  solution  of  the  musico-dramatic, 
or  operatic  problem,  under  the  new  social  con- 
ditions and  more  wide-spread  intellectual  and 
moral  culture  of  this  country.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  Italian  opera,  for  those  actually  engaged 
in  it,  is  fraught  with  dangerous  temptations,  and 
has  not  been  the  best  school  of  morality  and  true 
self-respect.  Yet  we  doubt  not  that  this  evil  has 
been  much  exaggerated.  Still  less  doubtful  is  it 
that  the  peculiar  charm  of  the  Italian  opera  with 
the  majority  of  indolent,  luxurious,  superficial 
listeners,  readily  becomes  a  sort  of  lotus-eating, 
feeble  dissipation.  Music,  like  any  other  good 
thing,  not  excepting  even  religious  excitement, 
may  be  abused.  Conscience  and  honor,  even, 
have  their  morbid  phenomena,  with  which  we 
are  but  too  familiar.  And  Music  is  equally  a 
something  about  which  one  may  be  divinely  in 
earnest,  or  passively  and  sensually  self-indulgent; 
it  has  attractions  for  the  deep  and  earnest  charac- 
ter, and  for  the  trivial  and  thoughtless.  The  tone 
and  spirit  of  the  man  who  heartily,  profoundly 
rehshea  a  Beethoven's  symphony  or  a  Mozart's 
Requiem,  must  be  very  different  from  that  of  him 
who  finds  supreme  contentment  in  the  brilliant 
repetitions  of  a  JuUien's  "  Prima  Donna  Waltz," 
or  in  the  honeyed  common-places  of  the  favorite 
Italian  cavatinas,  written  to  show  off  the  prima 
donna  or  tenore.  We  own  therefore,  yet  not 
without  reservations,  to  considerable  truth  in  the 
following : 

Now,  why  is  this?  Is  music  demoralizing? 
Can  it  be  that  this  art  contains  within  its  bosom 
the  seeds  of  moral  death  to  its  votaries?  Such 
an  idea  will  doubtless  fill  the  minds  of  many  who 
have  set  up  music  as  a  divinity  to  be  worshipped, 
with  uneasiness  and  alarm.  It  has  been  reiterat- 
ed over  and  over  again  that  music  is  not  pure  to 
the  pure  only,  but  that  it  is  pure  to  all ;  that  un- 
less music  be  wedded  to  words,  it  can  neither 
wound  nor  defile,  nor  in  any  manner  exert  a  de- 
leterious influence  ;  .that  music  can. only  be  used  as 
an  instrument  of  good  ;  that  it  is  tJie  divine  art ; 
that  it  is  religion.  And  herein,  we  think,  lies  the 
germ  of  the  evil  at  which  we  have  glanced.  Mu- 
sic has  been  panegyrized  and  deified  and  wor- 
shiped as  something  so  sublime  and  holy  as  to 
render  any  recognition  of  its  Creator  in  its  per- 
formance entirely  unnecessary.  It  has  by  many 
been  exalted  above  Him  and  set  in  His, place; 
and  its  performance  has  consequently  too  often  de- 
generated into  a  pagan  rite.  The  result  of  such 
a  state  of  things  could  not  be  otherwise  than  bane- 
ful, and  the  present  state  of  the  Italian  opara  is 
one  of  its  legitimate  fruits. 

The  fact  is  (it  seems  to  us)  music,  in  itself  con- 
sidered, connot  affect,  except  indirectly,  any  of 
our  higher  faculties.  It  appeals  to  the  feeling, 
and  if  the  emotions  it  stirs  up  be  controlled  and 
guided  by  reason  and  conscience,  the  effect  will 
be  in  the  highest  degree  beneficial;  otherwise,  the 
effect  will  be  bad.  Music  takes  a  man's  passions 
as  it  finds  them,  and  whatever  they  may  be,  it 
intensifies  and  energizes  them:  if  they  be  inclin- 
ed to  go  astray,  music  speeds  them  on  their  course; 
if,  on  the  contrary,  they  have  a  spiritual  and  up- 
ward tendency,  music  furnishes  them  with  wings 
wherewith  to  fly  to  heaven.  And  further,  music 
is  one  of  the  most  intangible  and  subtle  of  things. 


and  if  it  be  unduly  cultivated,  it  fills  the  mind 
with  vagueness  and  dreaminess,  exerts  upon  it  a 
dissipating  and  intoxicating  effect  nearly  akin  to 
that  of  alcohol,  and  begets  a  state  of  lassitude 
and  enervation  not  at  all  favorable  to  the  growth 
of  the  sterner  virtues.  Music,  in  short,  is  a  pow- 
erful instrument  for  good  or  evil,  and  this  renders 
it  necessary  that  in  its  pursuit  and  enjoyment  _we 
should  not  give  way  to  a  transcendental  deification 
of  it,  but  always  preserve  our  common-sense  in- 
tact, and  ever  keep  our  passional  emotions  subor- 
dinate to  religious  principles.  It  should  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  the  evil  effects  which  re- 
sult from  an  improper  practice  of  music  can  not 
be  charged  upon  the  art  itself,  but  upon  the  per- 
nicious course  of  those  of  its  followers  who  pursue 
it  merely  for  the  sensuous  or  physical  gratification 
which  it  confers. 

Now  there  is  truth  in  this ;  but  it  is  not  all  true. 
It  is  too  true  that  Music  does  not  necessarily  ope- 
rate to  make  men  purer ;  neither  do  church-go- 
ing, prayers  and  fastings ;  neither  do  any  of  what 
we  all  regard  the  purest  agencies ;  the  plentiful- 
lest  rains  may  run  off  from  the  parched  moral  soil 
without  reaching  the  roots  of  the  young  plants,  or 
may  quicken  the  weeds  along  with  the  corn. 
There  is  truth,  too,  in  what  is  said  of  the  vague 
and  dreamy  tendency.  But  all  that  about  "  wor- 
shipping "  Music,  about  putting  it  in  the  place  of 
the  Creator,  and  making  "  a  Pagan  rite  "  of  it,  we 
must  say,  seems  to  us  a  vague  and  dreamy  appre- 
hension, a  bugbear  of  the  writer's  own  imagina- 
tion. The  discussion,  however,  requires  more 
room  than  we  have  now  for  it.  We  shall  return 
to  it  again. 


Verdi's  Compositions. 

Considering  the  popularity  of  Verdi's  operas — 
short-lived  though  it  may  prove — the  accounts 
that  have  come  to  us  of  his  life  and  works  are 
singularly  meagre.  The  brief  sketch  transferred 
to  these  columns  some  time  since  from  the  Illus- 
trated London  News,  was  far  from  satisfactory, 
and  yet  the  most  complete  that  could  be  found. 
A  recent  number  of  the  journal  11  Pirata,  of 
Turin,  gives  the  names  of  all  the  works  composed 
by  Verdi  to  the  present  time.  These  comprise, 
in  the  first  place,  nineteen  operas,  of  which  we 
here  condense  the  list,  with  the  dates,  names  of 
singers,  and  the  theatres  at  which  they  were  first 
produced : 

1.  Oherto  di  San  Bonifacio,  2  acts  :  Mdmes. 
Marini  and  Shaw,  Signori  Salvi  and  Marini. — 

1839,  at  the  Scala,  Milan. 

2.  Un  Oiorno  di  Regno,  in  2  acts  :  Mdmes.  Ma- 
rini and   Abbadia,   Signori  Ferlotti,   Scalesi. — 

1840,  at  the  Scala,  Milan. 

3.  Nahucco,  4  acts  :  Mdmes.  Strepponi,  Bellin- 
zaghi,  Signori  Miraglia,  Ronconi,  Derivis. — 1842, 
Scala,  Milan. 

4.  I  Lomhardi,  4  acts :  Mme.  Frezzolini,  Sig- 
nori Guasco,  Severi,  Derivis. — 1843,  Milan. 

5.  Ernani,  4  acts :  Mme.  Lowe,  Sig.  Guasco, 
Superchi,  Selvi. — 1844,  Scala,  Milan. 

6.  I  due  Foscari,  3  acts  :  Mme.  Barbieri-Nini, 
Sig.  Roppa,  De  Bassini. — 1844,  Argentina,  Rome. 

7.  Giovanna  d'Arco,  4  acts :  Mme.  Frezzolini, 
Sig.  Poggi  and  Colini. — 1845,  Scala,  Milan. 

8.  Alzira,  3  acts :  Mme.  Tadolini,  Sig.  Fras- 
chini,  Coletti. — 1845,  San  Carlo,  Naples. 

9.  Attila  :  Mme.  Lowe,  Sig.  Guasco,  Constan- 
tini,  Marini. — 1846,  Fenice,  Venice. 

10.  Macbeth,  4  acts:  Mme.  Barbieri-Nini,  Sig. 
Brunacci,  Varesi,  Felice  Benedetti. — 1847,  at 
the  Pergola,  Florence. 

11.  I  Masnadieri,  4  acts:  Mile.  Jenny  Lind, 
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Sig.  Gardoni,  Coletti,  Lablache,  Bouche. — Her 
Majesty's  Theatre,  London. 

12.  Jerusalem,  4  acts  :  Mme.  Julian- Vangelder, 
MM.  Duprez,  Alizard,  Pre'vot. — Grand  Opera, 
Paris,  1847. 

13.  La  Battaglia  di  Legnano :  Mme.  de  Giuli, 
Sig.  Fraschini,  Colini. — 1849,  Argentina,  Kome. 

14.  11  Corsaro,  3  acts :  Mme.  Barbieri-Nini, 
Sig.  Fraschini,  De  Bassini. — At  Trieste,  in  1849. 

15.  Luisa  Sliller,  3  acts:  Mdmes.  Gazzaniga, 
Salandri,  Sig.  Malvezzi,  De  Bassini,  Arati,  Selva. 
1849,  San  Carlo,  Naples. 

16.  Stiffelio,  3  acts:  Mme.  Gazzaniga,  Sig. 
Fraschini  and  Colini. — 1850,  at  Trieste. 

1 7.  Rigolelto,  3  acts  :  Mdmes.  Brambilla,  Caso- 
lani,  Sig.  Mirate,  Varesi,  Pons. — 1851,  at  A^'enice. 

18.  II  Trovalore, 4  acts:  Mdmes. Pence,  Goggi, 
Sig.  Baucarde,  Guicciardi,  Balderi. — 1853,  Rome. 

19.  La  Traviaia,  3  acts:  Mme.  Salvini,  Sig. 
Graziani,  Varesi. — :1853,  Fenice,  at  Venice. 

Verdi  has  also  written  a  great  many  morceaux 
de  salon,  among  others  six  romances:  More, 
Elisa,  Non  t'accostare  all  'urna,  L'Esule,  (for 
bass,)  11  Poveretio,  (for  baritone)  ;  La  Seduzione, 
a  notturno  for  three  voices ;  and  an  Album  of  si.x 
melodies,  entitled  Pense'es  Melodiques,  to  wit : 
Ad  una  Stella,  II  Tramonto,  La  Zingara,  II  Mis- 
tero,  Lo  Spazzo  camino,  Brindisi. 

His  unpublished  works  also  are  numerous. 
From  the  age  of  thirteen  to  eighteen,  when  he 
went  to  Milan  to  study  counterpoint,  he  com- 
posed military  music  ;  symphonies  for  orchestra, 
which  were  performed  in  churches,  theatres,  and 
philharmonic  societies  :  five  or  six  concertos  for 
the  piano,  which  he  played  himself  at  the  Phil- 
harmonic Society ;  several  serenades,  cantatas, 
airs,  duos,  trios,  and  pieces  of  religious  music,  in- 
cluding a  Slabat  Mater.  During  the  three  years 
which  he  passed  at  Milan,  he  wrote  little ;  his 
time  was  taken  up  with  the  study  of  composition. 
All  that  is  known  of  his  writing  during  that  time 
is :  two  symphonies,  which  were  executed  at 
Milan  in  a  private  house ;  a  cantata,  sung  at 
Count  Bene  Borromeo's,  and  various  pieces, 
mostly  of  the  hiiffo  order,  which  his  professor 
made  him  write  for  practice,  and  which  were 
never  instrumented. 

Returning  to  Busscto,  his  birth-place,  he  again 
wrote  marches,  sj'mphonies,  pieces  of  vocal  music, 
a  mass,  some  complete  ve.sper  services,  three  or 
four  Tantum  ergos  and  other  religious  composi- 
tions. Among  the  vocal  pieces  may  be  men- 
tioned the  choruses  from  a  tragedy  of  Manzoni, 
for  three  voices,  and  Le  Cinq  Mai,  for  single 
voice.  All  this  is  lost,  with  the  exception  of  sev- 
eral symphonies  which  are  still  played  at  Busseto, 
and  some  compositions  upon  poems  of  Manzoni, 
which  the  author  has  preserved.  (As  to  the 
"  symphonies,"  in  which  many  of  the  present 
Italian  composers  seem  to  be  quite  prolific,  treat- 
ing that  sort  of  composition  as  child's  play,  the 
reader  will  of  course  not  understand  works  to 
be  weighed  in  the  scales  of  Beethoven,  Mozart 
and  Mendelssohn.) 

Giuseppe  Verdi  was  born  at  Busseto  on  the 
9th  of  October,  1814 ;  accordingly  he  is  now 
thirty-nine  years  old. 

For  some  months  past  Verdi  has  been  in  Paris, 
where  he  is  writing  for  the  French  Opera  a  work 
in  five  acts,  on  a  poem  of  Scribe,  which  will  be 
brought  out  in  the  course  of  the  winter  of  1854 — 
1855.  The  emperor  Napoleon  HI.  has  seen  fit 
to  borrow  a  littlg  lustre  from  the  author  of  Er- 


nani,  Macbetio,  Rigoletto,  and  so  many  operas 
that  have  made  the  fortunes  of  Italian  theatres, 
by  conferring  upon  him  the  decoration  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor. 


Opening  of  the  Geand  Organ. — This  really  snporb 
clief-d'muvre  of  the  Messrs.  E.  &  G.  G.  Hook,  was  for- 
mally opened  in  the  Tvemont  Temple,  Thursday  even- 
ing, in  the  presence  of  a  most  crowded  audience,  and  by 
the  hands  of  many  of  the  best  organists  in  this  country, 
who  displayed  all  its  power  and  qualities,  in  all  varieties 
of  stops  and  combinatious,  and  in  all  styles  of  music, 
contrapuntal  and  melodic,  chuurch-like,  orchestral,  and 
operatic.  We  have  no  room  now  for  any  full  description 
of  the  noble  instrument  or  of  the  concert.  That  we  leave 
to  next  week,  merely  stating  for  the  present  that  in  all 
the  qualities  that  go  to  make  up  a  Grand  Organ,  we  have 
never  Hstened  to  its  equal.  On  all  hands  it  was  pro- 
nounced a  triumph.  We  noticed  not  one  trace  of  harsh- 
ness throughout  all  its  registers.  In  power;  in  equality; 
.in  the  just  balance  of  the  great  pyramid  of  harmony 
where  all  the  stops  are  out,  so  that  no  voices  scream  too 
overpoweringly  upon  the  top  of  others ;  in  the  exceeding 
sweetness  of  the  solo  stops;  the  superb  reed  pedal;  and 
the  general  brilliancy,  without  sacrifice  of  sweetness,  of 
the  whole,  it  fully  realized  all  that  it  claimed  in  the  fol- 
lowing description,  printed  on  our  cards  of  invitation. 

This  instrument,  which  is  by  far  the  largest  and  the 
most  comprehensive  in  this  country,  consists  of  four 
complete  Manuals,  from  CC  to  A  in  alt^  58  notes,  the 
Swell  ihroughmii,  and  an  independent  Pedal  Organ  from 
CCC  to  D,  27  notes.  Wind  is  supplied  by  three  bellows, 
at  different  pressures.  It  contains  seventy  registers, 
comprising  every  variety  of  tone,  and  embracing  all  the 
novelties  of  the  most  celebrated  European  Organs. 

It  occupies  a  space  at  the  end  of  the  hall,  50  feet  high, 
and  50  feet  wide,  and  is  concealed  by  an  open-work 
screen.    The  following  are  the  stops  in  this  instrument: 

GKEAT   ORGAN.  12  Trumpet  Treble. 

1  Tyoeroon  Open  Di.ipason.      13  H.autboy. 

2  Grand  Open  Diapason.  14  Clarion. 

3  Open  Diapason  15  Double  Trumpet. 

4  Melodia 

5  Stop'd  Diapason.  PEDAL  ORGAN. 

6  Principal  1  Double  Bourdon, 32  ft. 

7  Grand  Principal.  2  Bourdon 16  ft. 

8  Twelfth.  3  Open  Diapason,  wood,  16  ft. 

9  Fifteenth.  4  Open  Diapason,  metal,  16  ft 

10  Grand  Fifteenth.  5  Open  Diapason 8  ft. 

11  Se.cquialtera,  3  ranks.  6  Violoncelio 8  ft, 

12  Mixture,         3    "  7  Quint 6  ft. 

13  Furniture,      4    "  8  Principal" 4  ft. 

14  Trumpet.  9  Trombone 8  ft. 

15  Clarion.  10  Posaune 16  ft. 

CnOIR  ORGAN.  SOLO  ORGAN. 

1  Open  Diapason.  1  Ilorn  Diapason. 

2  Dulciana.  2  Gamba. 

3  Stop'd  Diapason.  3  Clarabella. 

4  Principal.  4  Wald  Flute. 

5  Fifteenth.  6  Picolo. 

6  IVIixturo,  3  ranks.  6  Trumpet. 

7  Hohl  Flute. 

8  Viol  d'Amour.  COUPLERS,  &c. 

9  Clarinet.  1  Swell  to  Great,  Unison. 

10  Bassoon.  2  Swell  to  Great,  Super  Sves. 

3  Choir  to  Great,  Sub  8ves. 
SWELL   ORGAN.  4  Swell  to  Choir,  Unison. 

1  Sub-B,iss  6  Swell  to  Solo,  " 

2  Double  Diapason.  6  Solo  to  Great,         " 

3  Open  Diapa.."on.  7  Swell  to  Ped.ala. 

4  Viol  di  Giimba.  8  Great  to  Pedals. 

5  StopM  Diapason.  9  Choir  to  Pedals, 

6  Principal  10  Pedal  Octaves 

7  Night  Horn.  11  Pedal  Bourdon  Separation. 

8  Twelfth  12  Pedal  Open  Diapason    " 

9  Fifteenth  13  Solo  Organ  Signal. 

10  Sesquialtera,  3  ranks.  14  Bellows  Signal. 

11  Trumpet  Baas. 

The  distinguishing  features  of  this  Organ  are  the  unu- 
sual size,  compass  and  effectiveness-  of  the  Swell,  tlie 
complete  Pedal  Organ,  and  the  Solo  or  Fourth  Manual, 
the  latter  an  uncommon  tiling  even  in  Europe.  These, 
combined.wItli  perfect  equality  and  finish  in  the  voicing, 
and  an  easy  and  delicate  touch,  place  the  instrument  far 
in  advance  of  any  yet  built  in  this  country,  and  put  it 
at  least  on  a  level  with  the  celebrated  organs  of  England 
and  the  Continent. 


'^ti'a  tKtintmtntn. 

N.    D.    COTTON. 

IMPOKTEK  AXD   DEALER  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

No.  13  Tremout  Row,  Boston. 

*#*    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 
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MEYER  &  TRETBAR, 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

Keep  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  both  Foreign  and 
American  Music.  By  o\ir  direct  and  regular  engagements 
■with  the  principal  publishing  houEes  in  Kurope,  we  are  ena- 
bled to  supply 

MUSIC-DEAIiERS  WITH  FOREIGN  MUSIC, 

on  as  favorable  terms  as  any  other  house  in  the  United  States. 

0:2?"  ^ole  Agents  in  the  United  States  for  the  well  known 
publishing'house  of  G.  M.  MEYER,  Jr.  of  Brunswick, 
Germany,  (on  whose  publications  we  grant  the  most  profitable 
discount,)  whereof  we  particularly  mention  a  fine  collection  of 
0UVKRTUUE3  arranged  for  the  Piano-Forte  aa  Solo  and 
Duet,  the  favorite  works  of  FESCA,  LITOLFP,  WINKLER, 
&c.,  a  complete  edition  of  BEETHOVEN'S  works  for  Piano- 
Forte,  including  all  the  TRIOS,  QUATUORS,  SINFONIES, 
&c.,  arranged  by  L,  WINKLER.  Also,  the  last  compositions 
of  LISZT,  BRUNNER,  SPINDLER,  HENRY  CRAMER,  &c. 

Catalogues  of  G.  M.  Meyer's  publications  forwarded  gratis 
to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  if  desired,  by 

EEEYER  &  TRETBAR, 

Augl2  3m  304  Main  St.  Buffalo. 

a,  andr:&  &.  co. 

FOREIGN      MUSIC     DEPOT, 

GIRARD    HOUSE    BUIIiDlNGS, 

MINTH   STREET,   ABOVE   CnEBTNUT, 

July  1  PHILADELPHIA. 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE  ENTIRE  AND  INIMITABLE  ALLEGOBT  OF 

THE    PILGRIM'S    PROGRSSSj 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  parsed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JE^VETT,  Pnbllslici-. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  aqthorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

A.  WERNER  &  L.  J.  HOEFFNER, 

DEALERS  IN 

No.  265  WASHIWGTOH  STREET, 

(OOIiNEE   OF   WINTER  STREET.) 

PIANO-FORTES,  Seraphiues,  Melodeons,  Guitars,  Violins, 
Tenors,  Violoncellos,  Basses,  Clarinets,  Flutes,  Piccolos, 
Fifes,  Accordeons,  Strings,  Bows,  etc. 

We  shall  keep  on  hand  a  great  variety  of  the  above  named 
instruments,  and  shall  endeavor  to  give  satisfaction  to  all 
purchasers,  whether  they  desire  the  best  and  highest  priced, 
or  the  cheapest  instruments.  Orders  by  letter  will  be  carefully 
attended  to. 

PIANOS  TO  LET,  TUNED  AND  REPAIRED. 
Mr.  Werner  will  also  continue  to  give  instruction  on  the 
Piano,  Organ,  Flute,  Violin  and  Guitar.     Mr.  Werner  can  be 
seen  at 'the  Sales-room,  or  in  the  evening  at  bis  residence,  No. 
976  Washington  St.  May  27.    3m 

C^  ^2  IVE  & 

FROM    THE    OREAT    MASTERS. 

THALBERG. 

Fantasia  sur  themes  de  MoVse, 1,25 

L'Art  du  Chant  applique  an  Piano,  viz  : —  each  75 

No.  1,  Quatuor,  I  Puritani  de  Belliui. 

"     2.  Tre  Giorni,  Air  de  Pergol6se. 

"    3.  Adelaide  de  Beethoven. 

"    4.  Air  d'Eglise  du  Chanteur  Stradella. 

"    5.  Lacrymosa  tire  du  Requiem  de  Mozart,  D^o  des 
Noces  de  Figaro  de  Mozart. 

"    6.  Perch(^  mi  Guardi  e  Piangi,  Duetto  de  Zelnira  de 
Rossini. 

Le  Tremolo, 62 

Prayer  from  Moses  in  Egypt, 1,25 

Viola,  Melodic, 25 

CHOPIN. 

Grand  Valse  Brilliante, 50 

March  Funebre,  Piano  Duet, 37 

Tarentcllc, 60 

HENSELT. 

ChanBon  de  Printemps,  (Song  of  Spring,) 50 

La  Gondola,  Etude, 25 

DOHLER. 

Dernicre  Pens^e  Mustcale  de  Bellini, , . .  75 

Elisire  d'Amore,  Fantasia, 50 

1  Puritani,  Fantasia, 62 

Nocturne, 37 

Trot  des  Chevalier  Gardes  March, 25 

Published  by 

Oliver  Ditsoii,  115  Waskington  St. 
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In  all  its  various  branches, 

NEATLT   AETD    PKOMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY   ED^VARD    L.    BALCH, 

©ffue  3ouinaI  of  JHustj;,  ICo.  21  SHjdoI  St. 

The  MEDAL  ANB  DIPLOMA  awarded  him  by  the  Mass. 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  workmanship, 
may  be  seen  at  his  ofUce. 

[E7"  MUSIC    ptepal-ed  for   Stereotyping. 

NOW    READY, 
THE  GREAT  -WORK  OF  THE  TEAE, 

MOORE'S 

COMPIiETE  El^'CYCIiOPiEDIA 

A  work  "which  .has  cost  the  indefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
eTery  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  toI- 
ume,  of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  the  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

■1000    MUSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A.  Complete  Tiictionary  ot  over 

5000    MUSICAL    TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIENCE    OF   MUSIC, 

Fipm  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  the  da^es  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOKOTJGH  BASS,  &c.  &c. 

A  Book,  intended  to  cover  tlie  wliole 
of  Musical  Science. 

JOHN  P.   JEWETT   Sr   CO. 

PUBLISHERS, 
July  29  BOSTON. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEJVCB-ETl  OT?  T«T£  P1JV5SO   AND  ORGA.K. 

[t^TEKMS   MODERATE. 

Besidenoe,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esd.  May  20. 

Signor  ATJGUSTO  BENDELABI, 

(from      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINGING. 

Kesidence,  "Wintlirop  House,  Boston. 
May  13  if 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 
TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 


365  "Washirngtom  Street,  Boston. 
Oct.  16. 
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Germania  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OP  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E.  TELTOW,  Agent. 
iill  tf  30  Eayette  Street 


CHICKERINa   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OE  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


"W  ABEKOOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON. 


1^ MUSICAL    EXCHANGE.,^ 

■WE  ARE  NOW  READY  TO  SEI*I^ 

AT  WHOLESALE  ANB  KETAIL, 

ON   PAR  BETTER  TERMS  THAN  AWT 
OTHER   HOUSE   IN  THE    UNITED  STATES. 

Having  fully  completed  our  arrangements  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  we  are  now  enabled  to  offer  advantages  superior  to 
those  of  any  other  house  in  the  trade.  By  recent  engagements 
with  the  principal  publishing  houses  in  Germany,  France, 
England  and  America,  we  shall  receive  all  new  Music  as  soon 

as  published Our  stock  embraces  the  standard  works  of  all 

European  composers,  being  the  largest  collection  of  FoREiaw 
Music  ever  presented  to  the  American  public.  Besides,  we 
shall  keep  constantly  on  hand  all 

AMERICAN   PUBLICATIONS, 

Together  with 

Piano-Fortes,    Organs,   Melodeons, 

Portraits  &  Busts  of  Distinguished  Musicians,  &c, 

Our  dealings  with  other  houses,  both  in  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica, are  such,  that  we  are  enabled  to  sell,  at  wholesale  and 
retail,  on  the  most  favorable  terms. 

Our  own  Publications  are  of  the  first  order,  and  no  piece 
will  be  issued  from  our  house  that  does  not  possess  decided 
musical  merit.  Having  personally  devoted  many  years  to  the 
study  of  Music,  both  in  Europe  andjn  this  country,  we  enjoy 
peculiar  advantages  over'  those  publishers  who  are  not  musi- 
cians. 

D3^T0  COMPOSERS. 

All  compositions  accepted  for  publication  we  pay  for,  and 
we  feel  confident  that  our  terms  will  be  satisfactory.  Our 
object  is  to  encourage  native  talent. 

Is  published  by  us,  and  is  fast  taking  the  plaoe  of  every  other 
work,  as  an  Instruction  Book  for  the  Piano. 

Our  Catalogue  of  Foreign  Music,  together  with  a  List  of  our 
own  Publications  will  be  forwarded  (gratis)  to  any  address,  if 
desired. 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston, 
NATHAN    RICHARnSON^ 

PROPKIETOK. 

C3r.   -A..    SCHB.flllT'X', 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr   0.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

BEFEKENCE3. 
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[Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Review  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY  A.  OULIBICHEFF. 
(Continued  from  p.  155  ) 
I  have  given  the  reason  why  the  Fugue  is  un- 
intelligible to  the  great  mass  of  hearers ;  let  us 
now  inquire  what  makes  it  hateful  and  repulsive 
to  them,  so  that  it  even  causes  them  some  physi- 
cal pain. 

In  the  treatise  on  the  Canon  we  have  already 
remarked,  that  the  contrapuntal  relations,  which 


foi'm  the  foundation  of  this  style,  allow  the  com- 
poser no  freedom  in  the  choit-e  of  his  chords.  He 
is  obliged  to  accept  the  harmony  just  as  the  com- 
bination of  the  Fugue  affords  it,  lailen  with  a 
multitude  of  irregular  and  cacophonous  accords, 
arising  from  the  movements  and  counter-move- 
ments, from  the  different  subjects,  from  the  meet- 
ing and  crossing  of  the  voices.  The  art  of  the 
composer  consists  in  rendering  these  agglomera- 
tions of  accidental  and  ill-sounding  notes  endura- 
ble, and  even  plea.sing  to  the  ear,  through  means 
well  known  to  him,  of  which  we  have  above 
spoken.  Things  in  reality  exist  for  us  only 
through  their  negations  or  their  contrasts.  With- 
out shade  there  is  no  light ;  without  toil  no  rest ; 
without  dissonances  no  harmony.  The  farther 
the  satisfaction  of  the  ear,  expecting  the  perfect 
chord,  is  put  off,  the  livelier  and  more  complete 
it  will  be.  Hence  the  musicians  no  longer  shrink 
before  these  dissonances ;  they  multipl}'  them  at 
their  pleasure  ;  and  certain  rules,  like  those  about 
the  fermata  or  7ioM,  seem  even  to  have  been 
established  solely  with  this  view.  Dissonances 
are  used  in  all  kinds  and  styles  of  composition  ; 
but  those  which  are  commonly  emploj-ed  in  the 
melodic  style,  are  natural,  and  in  themselves  very 
pleasing  chords ;  moreover  they  do  not  have  to 
be  prepared.  But  in  the  Fugue  there  are  also 
a  great  many  accidental  dissonances,  which  are 
actually  dissonant  and  worse  than  that,  as  we 
have  already  said.  We  stumble  upon  some  which 
at  first  sight  appear  iinnossible,  and  yet,  as  the 
following  chord  shows,  they  are  not  so  : 


Eis: 


? 


It  is  by  Mozart,  and  correct.  The  prepara- 
tion and  the  resolution  justify  it  upon  paper,  as 
well  as  to  the  ear.  That  is  not  all  ;  in  certain 
cases  the  resolutions  themselves  become  entan- 
gled, by  encountering  new  dissonances,  which 
cross  them  ;  and  these  bold  combinations  of  har- 
mony yield  just  the  most  refined  enjoyments  of 
the  connoisseur.  Now  let  a  person  imagine  him- 
self in  the  place  of  a  hearer,  who  is  not  capable 
of  extricating  and  following  the  movements  of 
the  voices,  and  consequently  cannot  feel  the 
effects  of  the  preparations  and  retardations,  and 
who  hears  this  intermingling  of  discords  ringing 
in  his  ears,  without  the  palliatives,  which  serve  to 
mitigate  their  natural  hardness.  Will  it  not 
affect  him  precisely  as  if  there  were  neither  pre- 


parations nor  suspensions  ;  will  he  not  feel  the 
whole  pain,  without  the  medicine  which  would 
have  transformed  it  into  pleasure  ? 

Every  one  can  consult  his  own  experience 
about  this  ;  which  is  the  best,  or  rather  the  only 
authority,  when  the  question  is  about  individual 
impressions.  I  too  perhaps  can  say  a  word  on 
my  part,  without  fear  of  being  accused  of  a  pro- 
pensity to  talk  about  myself.  At  the  age  of  thir- 
teen or  fourteen  years,  I  read  music  with  tolerable 
facility,  and  even  had  the  audacity  at  amateur 
concerts  publicly  to  scrape  aw^ay  at  works  of 
Rode  and  Kreutzer  ;  in  short  I  considered  my- 
self a  good  musician.  This  was  in  Dresden.  One 
evening  I  was  allowed  to  attend  a  performance 
of  the  Zauberjiote,  which  I  had  never  heard.  I 
need  not  say  into  what  an  ecstaey  the  enchanting 
melodies  of  this  opera  transported  me  ;  especially 
some  of  them,  which  now  alas  I  still  seem  to  me 
like  love-letters,  which  I  received  and  sent  some 
five  and  twenty  years  ago.  When  it  came  in 
the  second  act  to  the  scene  of  the  Chorale  with 
the  fugue  accompaniment,  I  opened  my  eyes 
wide,  and  asked  my  teacher,  who  sat  near  me, 
what  was  the  meaning  of  this  hideous  funeral 
music  in  the  miilst  of  so  many  exquisite  numbers. 
I  expressly  abhorred  fugues.  Tho.se  of  Corelli, 
which  I  had  been  compelled  some  years  before 
to  play  by  way  t)f  punishment  and  in  order  to 
learn  to  count,  had  cost  me  many  tears.  My 
teacher  smiled,  but  made  no  answer. 

I  have  carefully  analyzed  my  feelings,  since 
black  has  been  changed  into  white  in  me,  and  I 
have  learned  to  recognize,  as  one  of  the  sublimest 
ornaments  of  the  opera,  that  very  same  Chorale, 
which  had  at  first  seemed  to  me  an  offensive  ble- 
mish. Finally  I  convinced  myself,  that  the  chief 
ground  of  my  dislike  lay  in  certain  accidental  ilis- 
cords,  of  which  I  did  not  feel  the  intentional 
(violivirte)  connection  with  what  went  before 
and  after.  From  time  to  time  I  suildcnly  felt  as 
it  were  dagger-thrusts  in  my  ears,  measured  and 
distinct  thrusts,  while  the  theme  struck  abrupt 
eighths  in  adagio  time,  so  that  the  most  insignifi- 
cant accessory  movements  of  the  harmony  became 
very  perce])tible  : 


Thai  is  what  I  heard,  and  like  that  are  ail!  those 
deformities,  which    inexperienced    eyes   have   to 
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encounter  in  tlie  wisely  composed  and  colored 
paintings,  full  of  foreshortenings,  effects  of  per- 
spective and  strong  contrasts  of  light  and  sliade. 

Jlay  my  own  bumble  confession  prove  to  the 
dilettanti,  that  some  of  their  most  obstinate  ob- 
jections proceed  from  a  want  of  correct  under- 
standing. And  how  can  they  over  come  to  an 
understanding  with  one  another,  if  the  same  mu- 
sic, which  affords  to  one  the  choicest  delight, 
wounds  the  ear  of  another,  and  that  all  the  more. 


the    more    correct    and    fine    his    car  : 


Does 


IB. 


not  the  clearest  and  most  euphonious  harmony 
operate  precisely  so  upon  the  primitive  lovers  of 
music,  who  have  no  conceptions  of  accords  ? 

Does  not  my  technical  proof  apply  with  equal 
exactness  to  all  fugues  ?  It  refers  especially  to 
fugues  with  several  subjects,  to  succinct  imitation, 
to  the  contrapuntal  style  of  Bach  for  example, 
and  still  more  to  that  of  Mozart  in  some  of  bis 
works.  The  fugue-compositions  of  Handel  and 
Haydn  are  by  far  more  popular  ;  and  if  many 
hearers  do  not  comprehend  them  just  as  it  was 
intended,  they  can  at  least  listen  to  them  without 
too  great  repugnance. 

Having  pointed  out  what  this  style  is  with  re- 
gard to  its  effect  upon  uncultivated  ears,  we  must" 
also  inquire  what  it  is  in  Itself:  what  is  its  univer- 
sal significance  ;  what  the  advantages  which  it 
affords  to  the  melodic  style  ;  and  what  its  negative 
peculiarities  which  more  than  compensate  the 
latter. 

The  difficulty  and  perhaps  impossibility  of  giv- 
ing a  good  definition  of  Music,  was  a  cause  of  the 
greatest  errors  in  the  writers  of  the  last  century, 
who  have  treated  it  ex  professo.  According  to 
the  theory  of  Batteux,  it  was  simply  and  solely 
an  art  of  imitation,  like  poetry,  painting  and 
sculpture.  This  theory  is  untenable  and  absurd. 
In  reality  Music  imitates  nothing  but  measured 
tones ;  and  since  it  is  precisely  the  science  of 
measured  tones,  it  follows,  that  Music  can  imitate 
nothing  but  Music.  This  art  has  no  deceptions, 
no  illusions,  no  fictitious  quantities,  since  in  and  for 
itself  it  is  a  reality.  It  exists  in  principle,  alto- 
gether independently  of  all  that  is  imitable,  and 
hence  cannot  be  reckoned  among  the  imitative 
arts,  whose  existence  depends  upon  the  objects  or 
the  ideals,  which  they  represent.  Music  corres- 
ponds to  the  various  emotions  of  the  soul,  through 
an  intimate  and  inexplicable  analogy,  as  natural 
wonders  correspond  to  it,  since  the  harmonic  law 
itself  is  one  of  these  wonders.  Can  we  say  then, 
that  sun,  moon,  stars,  clouds,'water,  hills  and  trees 
are  elements  of  an  imitative  art,  which  the  Creator 
practices  on  a  grand  scale  ?  Certainly  not,  and 
why  ?  Because  the  scenes  of  nature  show  us  not 
the  image  or  copy  of  the  inner  man  ;  they  offer 
us  the  equivalent ;  something  very  similar  and  yet 
something  essentially  different.  We  feel  the  in- 
timate and  deep  justice  of  this  analogy,  but  we 
perceive  as  well,  that  the  limits  of  the  comparison 
would  still  exist  in  their  special  and  independent 
reality,  even  if  the  comparison  had  not  been  made. 
Just  so  it  is  with  Mu<ic. 

Nay  more  !  Every  one  knows,  that  besides  the 
express  and  positive  analogies,  with  which  our  art 
can  deal,  there  is  an  infinite  nmltitu<le  of  purely 
musical  indications,  which  cannot  be  defined  or 
analyzed  in  any  language.  But  because  tliey 
elude  analysis,  are  they  therefore  less  beautiful, 
less  lofty  or  less  deep,  those  indications,  which 
Music  more  than  any  other  art  possesses,  as  if  to 
compensate  it  for  what  it  wants  in  the  order  of 


rational  accpptafion  ?  Pre<'isely  the  contrary; 
the  sense  of  Music  is  frequently  the  more  sublime' 
and  deep,  the  less  it  admits  of  definition  or  trans- 
lation. 

This  truth,  which  men  In  all  ages  must  have 
felt,  drove  the  theorists  of  the  school  of  Aristotle 
and  Batteux  to  extreme  despair.  And  in  fact,  if 
Music  be  nothing  but  an  imitative  art,  what  is 
that,  that  imitates  neither  feeling  nor  object  for 
which  there  is  any  definite  expression  in  language? 
J.  J.  Rousseau  removes  the  difBcutly  in  a  sum- 
mary manner,  altogether  worthy  of  a  musician 
who  wrote  in  all  his  letters  :  Harmony  is  a  Gothic 
and  barbarous  invention ;  which  however  is  the 
faithful  resume  and  perfect  logical  result  of  his 
whole  doctrine,  in  spite  of  the  contradictions  in- 
termingled with  it.  According  to  him,  that  non- 
imitative  music  is  limited  ■'  to  the  physical  part  of 
tones,  and,  since  it  only  operates  upon  the  sense, 
it  cannot  extend  its  impressions  to  the  heart,  but 
can  only  excite  more  or  less  agreeable  sensations. 
Such  is  the  music  of  songs,  hymns,  spiritual  tunes, 
all  tunes,  which  are  nothing  but  melodious  combi- 
nations, and  especially  every  kind  of  music,  which 
is  merely  harmonious."  Church  music  forsooth  is 
a  mere  physical  enjoyment,  and  the  theatre  has 
monopolized  to  itself  the  whole  of  the  moral 
element  in  our  musical  enjoyments  !  Rousseau 
moreover  says  :  '■  If  jMusic  only  paints  through 
melody,  and  derives  all  its  power  from  that,  then 
it  follows,  that  every  kind  of  music,  which  is  not 
singable,  however  harmonious  it  may  be,  is  not 
imitative;  and,  since  with  its  beautiful  chords  it 
can  neither  move  nor  paint,  it  soon  fatigues  the 
ear  and  leaves  the  heart  cold.  It  follows  further, 
that,  in  spite  of  the  variety  of  voices,  'which  the 
harmony  has  introduced  and  which  is  so  very  much 
abused  in  these  times,  the  moment  that  two  melo- 
dies are  heard  at  once,  they  neutralize  each  other 
and  remain  ineffective,  beautiful  as  they  may  have 
been  singly."  In  these  times,  in  the  nineteenth 
century  we  no  longer  trouble  ourseles  to  refute 
such  absurdities.-  We  may  judge  from  the  last 
sentence,  with  what  an  eye  Rousseau  regarded 
the  Fugue,  or  with  what  an'  ear  he  heard  it. 

Ill  Bach's  country  they  thought  very  differently 
about  it.  The  Kirnbergers,  Marpurgs,  Forkelsand 
Kochs  had  the  greatest  veneration  for  the  Fugue, 
which  they  regarded  as  the  fairest  masterpiece  of 
the  composer;  and  yet  at  the  same  time  this  un- 
fortunate theory  of  the  fine  arts,  which  referred 
all  to  a  single  principle,  a  theory  to  which  they 
equally  clung  and  from  which  they  could  find  no 
outlet,  kept  them  imprisoned  in  a  vicious  circle. 
To  harmonize  their  musical  tastes  and  convictions, 
they  were  compelled  to  deduce  theoretically  an 
analogical  sense,  which  justified  their  preference 
of  the  Fugue  before  all  creations  of  musical  art. 
Forkcl  undertook  to  establish  this  doctrine;  his 
demonstration  is  too  long  to  be  given  here;  but  it 
may  be  summed  up  in  the  following  proposition  : 
As  an  air  or  single  melody  expresses  the  feelings 
of  an  individual,  so  the  Fugue,  as  the  union  of 
several  melodies,  expresses  the  emotions  of  a 
whole  people  at  the  announcement  of  a  great 
event.  But  what  is  an  individual  in  comparison 
with  a  whole  people  ?  These  premises  once  set- 
tled, the  inferences  which  the  author  would  draw 
froAi  tliem  and  which  he  develops  con  amore,  fol- 
low of  themselves :  to  wit,  the  superiority  of  the 
Fugue,  as  an  expression  of  a  universal  feeling,  to 
a  melodic  work,  as  an  expression  of  an  individual 
feeling. 


Forkel  is  a  different  man  from  Rousseau.  One 
always  prizes  him  as  a  musician  and  a  scholar, 
even  v;hcn  he  is  not  of  his  opinion.  Consequent- 
ly we  must  answer:  The  first  remark,  which 
forces  itself  upon  one  on  reading  this  definition  of 
the  Fugue,  is  that  according  to  this  the  Fugue 
should  be  consigned  to  the  sphere  of  theatrical 
music.  A  whole  people  set  in  motion  by  some 
great  piece  of  news, — that  is  a  drama.  The  re- 
mark is  unavoidable,  and  it  is  also  the  main  objec- 
tion be  brought  against  the  writer.  Were  it  true, 
that  the  vocal  or  instrumental  Fugue  exactly  re- 
presented the  expression  of  the  feelings  of  a  mul- 
titude, yielding  itself  up  to  a  great  public  rejoic- 
ing or  calamity,  in  other  words  the  expression  of 
an  impassioned  multitude,  then  should  all  opera 
choruses,  since  they  have  to  express  such  situa- 
tions, be  written  in  the  fugue  style.  Why  is  this 
almost  never  done  ?  For  a  thousand  reasons, 
which  Forkel  should  have  known,  but  which  he 
would  not  see.  When  there  is  to  be  passion  in 
music,  what  are  the  usual  means  of  the  composer  ? 
Either  he  makes  use  of  an  expressive  declama- 
tion, or  of  the  development  of  a  melody,  a  period 
division,  of  which  the  Fugue  does  not  admit;  fur- 
thermore, of  dear  and  energetic  chords,  which 
the  Fugue  is  quite  as  little  able  to  afford.  Pas- 
sion requires,  that  the  musician  should  translate 
the  words  and  let  them  be  distinctly  heard ;  but 
the  Fugue  does  not  translate  the  words ;  it  swal- 
lows them.  up.  Something  j9osi/zi)e,  in  short,  is 
needed,  and  the  Fugue  in  no  wise  lends  itself  to 
that.  These  are  some  of  the  most  tangible  dis- 
tinctions with  regard  to  the  analogical  sense,  to 
which  Forkel  would  refer  it.  No,  in  the  Fugue 
there  lies  no  image^of  the  passions-of  the  people. 
See  how  the  people  conduct  in  the  finale  to  the 
first  act  of  Tito.  They  send  forth  from  time  to 
time  a  heart  rending  cry,  simple  chords;  but  these 
chords  crush  one  beneath  the  terrors  of  a  hideous 
catastrophe ;  they  make  the  blood  curdle  in  one's 
veins ;  they  take  one's  breath  away,  and  never 
was  a  populace,  called  to  play  a  part  in  a  great 
event,  more  truly  and  sublimely  represented  in 
music.  What  would  this  chorus  be,  we  ask,  if  the 
Romans  mourned  their  misfortune  accordin"  to 
the  laws  of  a  strict  and  regular  fugue,  (and  it  is  of 
this  alone  that  Forkel  speaks),  with  leader  and 
companion,  {dux  and  comes"),  with  answers  and 
imitations,  with  Thesis  and  Arsis  ?  Should  ^ve  not 
be  forced  to  suppose,  that  this  methodical  terror 
and  this  learned  despair  was  something  gotten  up 
to  order  ? 

Our  theatrical  antipodes,  I  mean  Rousseau  and 
Forkel,  would  not  have  fallen  into  extremes 
equally  far  from  the  truth,  if  they  had  better  un- 
derstood the  clear  fundamental  distinction  be- 
tween music  applied  and  music  pure.  Every  mu- 
sical thought  presents  first  of  all  a  signification 
founded  in  itself,  that  is,  a  purely  musical  signifi- 
cation, without  which  the  thought  were  no  thought. 
Among  these  significations  there  are  some  suscep- 
tible of  positive  analogies ;  which  reproduce  the 
words,"that  is,  the  feeling  or  the  image  which  these 
words  convey  ;  which  express  the  moral  effect,  or 
imitate  sensible  objects,  by  means  of  the  relation 
in  which  the  phenomena  of  the  outward  world 
stand  to  those  of  the  soul.  That  is  the  sphere  of 
applied  music,  whose  movement  and  developments 
are  governed  by  the  text,  the  action  or  the  pic- 
ture, which  serves  as  the  programme.  Other  sig- 
nifications on  the  contrary  have  little  or  no  fitness 
for  these  sorts  of  imitation  through  analogy.     If 
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then  tl'.e  composer  lias  adopted  some  of  these  for 
the  basi?  of  his  labor,  the  music  no  lonjier  governs 
itself  by  the  hints  of  a  relative  sense,  a  pro- 
gramme, or  any  other  implied  thought ;  but  it 
moves  on  and  governs  itself  solely  according  to  its 
own  intrinsic  logic  and  fitness,  according  to  the 
absolute  sense  of  the  musical  thought,  as  melody 
and  as  harmony.  And  that  is  what  wc  call  pure 
music. 

An  example  will  illustrate  this  very  great  dis- 
tinction, which  exists  between  these  two  classes  of 
composition.  Of  all  the  modes  of  application  of 
our  art,  the  most  positive  and  the  most  extensive 
is  that  of  the  drama.  Go  through  an  excellent 
theatrical  score,  some  opera  of  Glijck's  for  in- 
stance ;  take  away  the  text  and  the  singers,  and 
let  it  be  heard  by  amateurs,  who  have  no  idea  of 
its  previous  intention  ;  and  this  music,  on  the  stage 
so  beautiful,  so  speaking,  so  expressive,  so  descrip- 
tive, will  say  little,  and  in  that  little  there  will  be 
no  order  nor  connection  to  be  found.  And  yet 
the  composer's  thoughts  remain  untouched  ;  there 
has  been  no  alteration  in  the  melody  nor  in  the 
chords.  "But  the  material  effect,"  I  shall  be 
asked,  "  is  this  to  count  for  nothing  ?  "  I  count  it 
much ;  but  patience ;  here  is  a  Quartet  by  Mo- 
zart, which  shall  be  executed  by  the  same  in- 
strumentists.  So  far  as  execution  is  concerned, 
the  forces  shall  be  equal.  But  is  not  ever}'  thing 
connected  here,  and  flowing  from  its  proper  mo'- 
tive  ?  Do  not  the  thoughts  blend  in  a  stream  of 
strictest  logic  and  of  most  persuasive  eloquence, 
together  with  the  most  exalted  poetry  ?  In  this 
music  do  you  miss  the  orchestra,  the  singers  and 
the  drama  ?  Does  it  require  an  interpreter  ?  Now 
then,  since  we  are  agreed  in  this,  tell  me  what  the 
Quartet  means  ?  Means !  yes,  I  feel  it  certainly; 
but  how  to  render  it  in  words  I  know  not.  It  is 
not  any  thing  thai  can  be  told. 

There  could  not  be  a  better  proof,  that  music 
has  two  sorts  of  value  and  of  meaning  :  one  rela- 
tive and  subject  to  fitnesses  not  properly  founded 
upon  the  nature  of  the  art ;  but  the  other  absolute 
and  purely  musical.  This  idea,  which  I  have  en- 
deavored to  develop  in  the  simplest  and  clearest 
words,  serves  to  explain  and  to  define  the  contra- 
puntal style  in  general  and  the  Fugue  in  particu- 
lar, and  to  justify  its  existence  as  well  as  its  claim 
to  the  title  of  pure  music. 

[To  be  continued.] 


[From  the  New  York   Tribune.] 

Grisi  and  Hario. 
GiULiETTA  Grisi,  "  the  genius  of  lyric  trage- 
dy personified,"  as  she  is  called  in  Paris,  has  ac- 
tually arrived  in  tbe  Baltic,  and  with  her  M.  Ma- 
rio, the  most  eminent  tenor  of  Europe,  accom- 
panied, too,  by  Mr.  Hackett,  the  manager — all 
ready  to  open  the  new  operatic  season  a"t  Castle 
Garden  on  the  4th  of  the  next  month.  The  ar- 
rival constitutes  an  era  in  the  operatic  history  of 
this  country.  We  have  had  charming  vocalists 
like  Jenny  Lind  and  Alboni,  and  others  hardly 
less  known  to  fame  ;  but  supposing  that  Malibran 
was  not  ripened  into  a  great  artist  when  she  be- 
gan here  her  now  long  past  pioneer  operatic  sea- 
son, we  have  never  had  in  this  city  a  tragedian  of 
overwhelming  talent  in  the  lyrical  drama.  Nei- 
ther Jenny  Lind  nor  Alboni  had  any  claim  to  the 
first  class  dramatic  merit,  though  their  general 
intellectual  quickness  prevented  them  from  being 
insipid  as  actresses.  Madame  Sontag  likewise 
had  a  large  stock  of  talent  for  the  extremes  of  the 
drama,  comedy  and  tragedy,  as  well  as  perfect 
vocalization.  Any  one,  however,  who  has  seen 
Madame  Grisi  in  her  characters  of  Norma,  Scmi- 
ramis,  and  Lucrezia,  will  recognize  the  statuesque 


proportions  of  classic  Greece,  of  Babylon,  and  of 
the  middle  ages, — the  mythical  heroisms  which 
seem  at  first  view  impossible  to  the  familiarities 
of  contemporaneous  life.  With  more  than  aver- 
age fullness  of  figure,  and  thus  suited  to  the  visual 
requirements  of  a  large  theatre,  with  an  Italian 
face,  belonging  to  the  classic  age  of  sculptors,  with 
a  physique  that  has  stood  the  storms  of  musical 
fatigues  grfeater  than  those  of  the  spoken  drama, — 
for  the  notes  of  tragic  song  are  many  folil  more 
prolonged  and  resonant  than  spoken  words  even 
in  the  tragedy  of  Shakspearc, — Madame  Grisi 
appears  and  declaims  on  the  stage  like  a  state.y 
representation  of  the  Sapphic  or  Homeric  era. 

Madame  Grisi  is  a  Milanese  by  birth.  Niece 
to  the  celebrated  vocalist  Grassini,she  is  of  afain- 
il_y  already  famous  in  the  musical  world.  Like 
others  of  celebrity  she  began  her  career  in  Italy. 
Her  first  notable  appearance  was  .at  the  Scala 
Theatre,  Milan.  She  sang  with  Madame  Pasta, 
making  her  de'but  as  Adalgisa  to  the  Norma  of 
that  artist.  Her  progress  from  that  was  rapid, 
and  she  speedily  made  a  European  reputation.  She 
passed  the  ordeal  of  Parisian  criticism — her  phy- 
sical charms  being  admired  equally  with  her  mu- 
sical attractions.  It  was  said  her  arms,  as  she 
sweeps  them  in  the  Pythoness-like  ecstacy  of  a 
Norma,  are  those  that  the  Venus  of  Milo  had 
lost. 

When  Bellini's  muse  was  in  the  ascendant,  he 
was  chosen  to  write  for  the  Parisian  capital  a  new 
opera.  In  this  he  threw  more  orchestral  detail 
than  his  other  works  possess,  and  he  wrote  especi- 
ally for  the  greatest  vocal  quartet  ever  assembled 
in  the  history  of  music — Grisi,  Ruhini,  Tamburini 
and  Lablache.  The  part  of  Elvira  which  he 
composed  for  Maiiame  Grisi  is  a  very  dexterous 
amalgam  of  the  simply  declamatory  and  the  flo- 
rid. In  the  bravura  traits  nothing  exceeds  the 
difficult  rapidities  of  execution,  and  the  slow 
movements  are  larije  specimens  of  the  purest  Ita- 
lian cantabile,  worthy  an  intensified  Bocchcrini, 
the  great  reformer  of  classic  instrumental  music, 
who  taught  all  the  others.  Tlie  plot  of  this  opera 
being  very  stupid,  it  required  all  the  composer's 
art  and  the  singer's  skill  to  give  it  the  immense 
popularity  which  it  enjoys.  Bellini  died  unable 
to  give  these  vocalists  anotlier  production.  Since 
then  Madame  Grisi  has  appeared  in  several  new 
characters.  The  most  marked  one  is  that  of  Lu- 
crezia, by  the  lamented  Donizetti.  It  is  worthy 
of  remark  that  Madame  Grisi  has  chosen  this 
opera  in  preference  to  all  others  for  her  debut. 
The  public  will  doubtless  find  good  reason  in  the 
choice  when  they  hear  it.  The  perfect  know- 
ledge which  Donizetti  had  of  the  voice,  display- 
ing its  amplest  proportions  with  the  least  possible 
wear  and  tear — so  different  from  some  later  mo<les 
of  writing  for  it — makes  his  music  the  elect  of 
singers,  though  he  is  the  best-abused  composer 
that  ever  lived.  While  the  house  rises  in  tumul- 
tuous applause  at  the  finales  of  his  acts,  he  has 
never  been  able  to  satisfy  a  certain  class  of  critics, 
whom  he  never  consulted.  The  splendid  scenes 
in  Lucrezia  give  large  scope  for  Grisi's  tragic 
powers ;  the  climax  of  the  first  act  shows  how  the 
simplest  declamatorj'  music  from  the  hands  of  a 
genius,  and  duly  interpreted  by  a  Grisi,  can  elec- 
trity  an  audience.  The  trio — the  poisoning  trio, 
as  it  is  called — containing  superlative  dramatic 
writing,  will  be  found  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of 
Grisi's  acting  and  declamation.  In  the  winding- 
up  death  and  fury  scenes  of  the  black  drama, 
Grisi  is  superlatively  fine.  Nothing  so  large  as 
mere  acting  has  yet  been  seen  in  tlie  feminine 
walk  on  the  American  stage.  No  such  majestic 
figure  and  dramatic  prowess  ;  and  all  this,  besides, 
musically  displayed.  The  public  who  go  to  hear 
simply  execution  or  vocalism  will  be  better  pleas- 
ed in  finding  how  the  breadth  of  musico-tragic 
grandeur  absorbs  details,  and  the  artist's  delinea- 
tion of  the  entire  character  claims  the  suffrages 
of  the  auditor. 

When  we  regard  such  an  artist  as  Madame 
Grisi,  we  are  reminded  of  the  origin  of  the  drama 
— that  of  Greece,  where  the  intoned  voice  in  de- 
clamation, and  the  chorus  in  the  interlude — re- 
quired the  grandest  genius  of  literature  to  detail 
its  subjects.  The  evanescent  nature  of  the  speak- 
ing voice  in  our  Shaksperean  tragedy  often  leaves 


a  longing  for  passionate  interpretation,  which  is 
supplied  by  the  sustained  and  melodic  notes  of  the 
singing  voice  in  musical  tragedy  derived  from  an- 
cient times. 

For  a  number  of  years  Madame  Grisi  in  her 
great  characters  has  remained  undisturbed  by  ri- 
valry at  Paris  and  London.  The  talents  of  Jenny 
Lind  were  of  so  different  an  order,  never  for  a 
moment  in  dramatic  grandeur  bearing  compari- 
son with  Madame  Grisi,  that  the  heroines  of  the 
latter — her  Norma,  Lucrezia,  and  Scmiramis  es- 
pecially— have  been  without  rival.  Wlien  Grisi's 
name  was  mentioned  in  Paris  or  London  in  con- 
nection with  the  musically  grandiose,  competition 
was  subdued  at  once. 

We  shall,  having  given  place  aux  dames,  say  a 
word  of  Signor  Mario.  His  voice  was  first  disco- 
vered to  be  fine  in  the  mess-room,  and  he  quitted 
arms  for  arts.  He  made  his  first  appearance  at 
the  Academie,  singing  with  considerable  success, 
and  his  after  reputation  being  predicted.  Taking 
a  first  rank  after  Rubini's  retirement,  he  filled  all 
the  different  tenor  characters  demanding  rapidity 
of  execution  of  the  old  Rossinian  school,  or  the 
larger  style  of ■  prolonged  or  simple  declamation. 
His  versatility  is  amply  established  by  his  equal 
success  in  Arturo  in  the  Puritani,  and  Raoul  in 
the  Huguenots.  His  duel  scene  in  the  latter  is  one 
of  the  most  successful  specimens  of  the  large  style. 
In  the  duet  of  the  fourth  act  of  the  same  play  he 
divides  the  honor  with  Madame  Grisi.  His  voice 
is  pure  singing  tenor,  equal  to  the  most  delicate 
phraseology,  and  at  the  same  time  gifted  with  in- 
tensity. He  is,  besides,  good-looking  and  dresses 
to  a  model. 

These  artists  will  appear  on  the  fourth  of  next 
month,  sustained  by  several  others  whom  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  speak  of.  The  orchestra  has 
been  elaborately  chosen  to  accompany  them 
worthily,  and  the  chorus  know  their  parts  thorough- 
ly. There  is  nothing  in  tlie  way  of  accurate  de- 
lineation in,  all  the  vocal  and  instrumental  require- 
ments at  least,  of  an  opera. 


War  and  Music. 

The  London  Musical  Wiirld  translates  the  following 
letter,  communicated  to  the  editor  of  the  Neue  Wiener 
Musik  Zeitunff. 

"  Kuschau,  September,  1849. 

"My  Dear  Friend  :  If  these  lines  ever  penetrate 
to  you  through  the  narrowly-watched  Russian 
palisades  of  our  town,  wdiich  is  now  elevated  to 
the  dignity  of  a  wooden  fortress,  you  will  be  not 
a  little  astonished  at  their  contents,  for  they  con- 
tain neither  the  latest  intelligence  concerning  the 
important  military  movements  going  forward,  nor 
engrossing  descriptions  of  the  varied  camp  life 
here,  but  simply  a  few  details  on  a  very  pleasing 
musical  adventure. 

"  You  are  aware  how  fond  I  always  was  of  play- 
ing the  organ.  Well,  one  morning,  at  early  mass 
I  iiad  hardly  finished  the  last  note  when  an  indi- 
vidual, who  looked  like  a  Russian  general  of  high 
standing,  addressed  me  very  politely  and  request- 
ed :  '  that  I  would  repeat  tlie  last  fugue  by  Bach 
in  E  minor.'  '  I  very  much  regret,  your  Excel- 
lency,' I  said,  in  reply  to  this  strange  demand, 
'  that  I  can  only  fulfil  your  wish  on  condition  of 
your  honoring  me  with  a  visit  at  my  own  house.' 
'  I  should  have  done  so,  without  your  friendly  invi- 
tation,' he  answered  in  a  very  courteous,  though 
military  tone.  '  I  am  Adjutant-General  Schilder, 
and  am  excessively  fond  of  classical  German 
music.  During  a  year  that  I  spent  in  the  Cau- 
casus, I  have  sadly  missed  the  performances  I  used 
to  hear  every  week  in  St.  Petersburg.  I  stop 
one  day  in  Kuschau — invite  all  the  musicians  of 
the  place  to  meet  me.  Of  course  you  are  the  or- 
ganist V  On  his  learning  that  I  was  merely  a 
dilettante,  and  son  of  the  organist,  he  immediately 
got  me  to  introduce  him  to  my  father.  Bach  was 
followed  by  Beetlioven,  Beethoven  by  Mozart, 
Mozart  by  Mendelssohn,  and  so  on.  Schilder  re- 
velled with  delight  in  my  father's  fine,  musical 
library,  and  I  could  not  make  up  my  mind  whether 
the  General's  taste  or  his  memory  was  the  more 
wonderful.  He  was  perfectly  well  acquainted 
with  tlie  key  and  beginning  of  most  classical  quar- 
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ets  for  strinjrefl  instruments.  The  plan  proposed 
by  him  was  soon  executed.  Six  Cossaclts  earned 
a  fine  jiiano,  by  SeufT'crt  in  Vienna,  with  all  ne- 
oessary  adjuncts,  to  Sehilder's  lodttings,  whither 
we  all  proceeded  in  the  cveninn;.  In  obedience  to 
his  wish,  wc  beuan  with  Haydn's  quartet  in  G 
(with  the  variations  on  the  Kaixerlied — "  God 
save  the  Emperor")  ;  this  was  followed  by  others 
of  the  same  description,  diversified  occasionally  by 
piano  pieces  and  songs.  Our  good-natured  host 
listened  with  a  perfect  air  of  devotion.  During 
the  |)auses,  however,  he  snatched  up  the  real 
Italian  viola,  and  extemporized  on  it  in  a  sterling 
and  excellent  manner :  he  also  played  on  the  piano- 
forte very  well.  The  conversation  became  much 
merrier  and  more  uncoustraineil  than  voti  would 
fancy,  over  a  capital  bowl  of  punch.  The  Gen- 
eral's suite  was  composed  of  lii^rli|y.,M]ncafed  Ger- 
man officers,  and  I  remarked  that  several  of  them 
had  studied  the  Hungarian  language  with  great 
success. 

"  Schilder  is  in  the  prime  of  manhood  ;  fall  and 
s  rongly-knit.  Since  his  wound,  he  supports  him- 
self on  a  stick.  His  whitened  hair  and  thick 
moustache,  however,  form  a  contrast  with  his  hear- 
ing and  speech.  His  face  is  strongly  marked  and 
bony,  wliile  his  quick  eye  and  lofty  forehead  indi- 
cate as  niiirh  intellect  as  enerijy.  He  speaks 
German  quite  as  well  as  the  ofKcers  of  his  suite. 
He  was  greatly  pleased  with  the  plaintive  Hun- 
garian national  airs  whii'h  I  played  him,  ami  the 
stork  of  the  music  publishers  here  was  immediately 
rifled  and  carried  off  to  Russia.  German  and 
French  papers  of  every  sliade  were  Iving  upon 
the  table.  The  following  day,  Schildci"  paid  ns  a 
visit,  and  thanked  us  heartily  for  the  pleasure  he 
had  had  the  evening  befirre.  He  <'Ould  not  tear 
hiiiiself  away  from  the  viola,  but  purchased  it  at 
a  fair  price." 


Mary  Novello.— Died  at  Nice,  in  Sardinia, 
on  the  28th  of  July,  in  the  67th  year  of  her  aire, 
Mary  Sabilla.  the  wife  of  Vincent  Novello,  the 
celebrated  musical  composer.  She  was  an  ac- 
complished woman,  a  loving  wife,  an  unfailiiig 
friend,  ancl  a  devoteM  mother.  Mrs.  Novclln  was 
the  author  of  some  literary  works  of  a  hiuli  order 
of  morality  and  instruction.  She  leaves  many 
children,  all  of  whom  inherit  some  of  her  accom- 
plishments, as  well  as  her  sweet  angelic  disiiosi- 
tion.  Amonu  them  may  be  mentioned  Mrs.  Marv 
Cowden  Clarke,  authoress  of  the  Concnrdanre  to 
Shakspenre,  and  other  works.  The  Countess  Giff- 
liuci'i,  (Clara  Novello),  a  lady  of  the  most  bril- 
liant aV)ilities  as  a  vocalist ;  and  Emma,  the  vonni;- 
est  of  her  daughters,  a  most  accomplished  amateur 
artist,  who  was  fortunately  with  her  mother  when 
she  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Novello  were  both  na- 
tives of  England,  but  for  the  benefit  of  their 
health,  had  for  some  years  selected  the  delicious 
climate  of  Nice  for  their  residence. 

Never,  probably,  was  there  a  large  family  more 
closely  boiMid  together  by  the  ties  of  mutual  af- 
fection. The  beautiful  dedication  to  her  mother 
of  Mrs  Clarke's  last  new  work,  just  publislu'd  liy 
the  Applefons.  will  show  the  estimation  in  which 
she  was  held  by  her  chihlren.  Her  death  will  to 
them  be  a  sad,  a  severe,  an  irreparable  afHiction, 
as  they  were  just  on  the  eve  of  setting  out  for 
Sardinia,  to  pay  their  annual  visit  to  their  beloved 
"Niobe,"as  they  aflTectionately  called  her, , when 
the  news  of  her  death  reached  them.  Among 
her  nuinerous  f'riemls  was  Charles  Lamb,  devot- 
edly attached  to  the  day  of  his  death.  The  re- 
grets of  Leigh  Hunt  and  others,  will,  we  are  sure, 
end  only  with  their  own  lives.  Of  Mrs.  Novello 
it  may  with  truth  be  said, 

" ne'er  wa?;  to  the  bowers  of  bliss  conveved 

A  purer  spirit  or  more  welcome  shade."     R.  B. 


Minnelieder. 

We  live  in  an  age  of  discoveries  and  recoveries. 
Every  dav  some  remains  of  the  past  are  exhumed 
either  in  France  or  Germany.  The  following  is 
a  letter  we  have  received  from  Eisenach,  bearin" 
date  the  20fh  Jul  v:— 

"  A  short  time  since  a  magnificent  manuscript 
on  vellum,  ornamented  with  miniatures,  was  dis- 


covered in  the  grand-ducal  library  at  Jena.  It 
contained  a  small  collection  of  Minnelier!er  (songs 
of  the  .Miitne.fdnfjer,  or  troubadours  of  Germany) 
of  the  conclusion  of  the  thirteenth  and  commence- 
ment of  the  fourteenth  century,  all  unpub  ished, 
and  all  with  the  tunes  noted  down.  After  having 
ordered  an  exact  copy  to  be  made,  the  Grand 
Duke  offeied  the  original  maauscript  to  the  King 
of  Prussia,  who  has  always  taken  a  great  interest 
in  these  specimens  of  antique  German  poetry. 
His  Royal  Highness  having  expressed  a  wish  to 
hear  the  Minnelieder,  Professor  Lilgenkren,  of  the 
University  of  Jena,  carefully  revised  the  text, 
which  is  in  the  Swabian  language,  and  Herr 
Stade,  music-director  in  the  same  University, 
wrote  orchestral  accompaniments,  which  in  no  way 
interfered  with  their  original  character.  The 
Mintii-lipiler  were  executed  by  a  union  of  the 
Philharmonic  societies  of  Eisenach  and  the  neigh- 
liorlmod  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  on  which 
stands  the  celebrated  castle  of  Wartburg,  where 
a  [loetical  tournament  took  place  in  the  year  1207, 
the  most  celebrated  of  the  Mi-nnesiinger  of  the 
period  being  the  competitors.  The  Grand  Duke 
and  Grand  Duchess  of  Saxe-Weimar-Elsenach, 
with  the  Duchess  of  Orleans,  honored  the  fes- 
tival with  their  presence,  and  an  immense  con- 
course of  spectators  was  attracted.  Their  Royal 
Highnesses  expressed  their  entire  satisfaction  to 
Herr  Stabc,  ami  to  the  performers,  about  four 
hundred  in  number." 

The  verses  of  the  Minnesdncjer  are,  without,  dis- 
pute, the  most  curious  monuments  existinii  of 
ancient  German  literature.  The  largest  collec- 
tion of  iSlinnelieder  is  that  which  was  ma<le  in  the 
fourteenth  century,  by  Rudger  von  Menesse,  a 
senator  of  Zurich.  A  splendid  manuscript  copy 
of  this  exists  in  the  Bibliotheque  Imperiale  at 
Paris.  It  contains  about  fifteen  hundred  Lieder, 
by  one  hundred  and  forty  various  authors. 

Le  Menestrd. 


For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 
THE  DYING  MUSICIAN'S  REaTIEST. 
"Willie  I  am  pa^sinir  to  the  land  of  rest, 
bet  nitt-iic  sweetly  fall  upon  my  ear; 
Then  I  shall  feel  that  I  am  doubly  blest, 
If  harmony  my  dying  senses  cheer. 

0  orant  me  this:  full  many,  many  years 
Has  Music  been  my  theme  of  blissful  joy, 

A  solace  when  my  soul  was  bathed  in  tears, 
A  pleasure  from  the  spring-time  of  a  boy. 

Break  forth,  sweet  strains,  as  oft  ye  have  before. 
When  youth  and  health  glowed  on  my  sunny  brow ; 

Entrance  me  wUh  your  luagic  spell  once  more: 
I  hear  the  tones — I'm  dying  happy  now! 

ElS.tLDO. 


Grisi"s  Farewell  in  London. 

[From  the  Times  of  Aug.  7th.] 

Rov.vL  Italian  Opera. — The  farewell  performances 
of  .M.idanie  Grisi  came  to  a  close  to-night  with  an  enter- 
taioment  fur  the  benefit  of  that  admirable  and  popular 
artist,  consisting  of  one  act  from  Norma  and  three  acts 
from  the  Huf/ucnots.  The  attraction  has  been  unremit- 
ting; nttd  often  as  the  more  favored  operas  have  been  giv- 
en— sucli,  for  example,  as  Lucrezin  Borgia  and  the  two 
above  mentioned — new  crowds  have  flocked  to  the  thea- 
tre. Those  who  had  been  before  went  again  and  again, 
and  many  who  had  never  see)i  Grisi  came  in  order  to 
hear,  once  or  twice  at  least,  the  most  renowned  dramatic 
sins"er  of  her  time. 

The  operas  in  which  Grisi  has  appeared  during  her 
present  unusually  short  engagement  having  all  been  no- 
ticed in  the  order  of  representation,  it  is  necessary  to  do 
little  more  than  refer  to  them.  The  list  comprised  Nor- 
vin,  TAicrezin  Borf/ia,  the  Huf/Ufnots,  Don  Ptisqunle,  and 
La  F'lrm-iln.  Norma  had  a  double  claim  to  take  prece- 
dence; since,  while  the  Druid  priestess  is  acknowledged 
to  be  one  of  her  sreatest  assumptions,  it  was  in  this  tra- 
gic opera  that  Grisi  first  obtained  an  original  part.  Al- 
though .she  had  previously  sung  at  the  theatres  in  Bo- 
logna and  Florence,  her  real  artistic  riehul  may  be  said  to 
have  taken  place  at  the  .Scala  in  Milan,  where  she  was 
introduced  to  the  public  as  Medora  in  an  opera  by  Pacini 
entitled//  Oirswo  (founded  on  Byron's  Corsair).  Her 
voice  was  fresh  and  beautiful,  her  appearance  so  prepos- 
sessins,  and  her  reception  so  flattering,  that  Bellini,  the 
composer,  who  was  present,  immediately  gave  her  the 
music  of  Adalgisa  to  study.  The  now  famous  opera  of 
Norma  was  produced  sh()rtly  afterw  ard,  with  Pasta  aa 


Norma,  DonzClli  as  Pollio,  and  Grisi  as  Adalgisa;  its 
success,  at  first  doubtful,  was  confirmed  by  subiequeiit 
performaMces,  and  it  wa.^  plaved  forty  nights  in  thesame 
season  (ihe  Carnival  of  16.32).  Some  years  later,  in 
Paris,  Grisi  first  attempted  Norma,  and  achieved  so  great 
a  triumph  that  the  part  has  ever  since  been  associated 
with  her  name.  She  .stepped  at  once,  in  short,  on  to  the 
vacant  throne  of  Pasta,  which  up  to  this  time,  although 
she  has  had  many  powerful  antagonists,  she  has  firmly 
maintained  against  them  nil.  If  in  Norma  Grisi  may  be 
said  to  have  had  rivals,  and  in  the  instance  of  her  imme- 
diate preflecessor,  for  whom  the  part  was  written,  an 
equal— perhaps,  we  will  not  undertake  to  say  it,  a  supe- 
rior— in  Lucrezia  Borgia.  (Which  she  fir^t  played  at  Her 
Majesty's  Theatre  in  1840,  on  the  occasion  of  Signer  Ma- 
rio's debut),  she  has  never  known  a  competftor.  There 
have  been  "  new  readings "  and  old  readings;  but  hers 
is  the  best  reading.  Her  voice,  her  person,- her  peculiar 
gifts,  indeed,  both  as  sioger  and  actress,  are  displayed  in 
this  gloomy  and  magnificent  creation  to  the  highest  ad- 
vantage: and  it  is  no  small  compliment  to  her  genius  to 
add  that  she  has  done  what  no  other  has  been  able  to  ef- 
fect entirely  with  the  chanicter;  with  giefit  dramatic 
art,  she  h.as"  been  able  to  soften  down  its  most  hideous 
features;  the  wicked  prisoner,  the  faithless  wife,  the  un- 
principled lady,  gnilfy  beyond  pardon,  are  almost  forgot- 
ten in  the  depth  of  tender  and  passionate  coloring  which 
she  throws  into  the  scenes  with  Gennaro;  and  that  ma- 
ternal solicitude  for  offspring:,  found  even  in  the  most  ab- 
andf>ned  women,  is  brought  out  in  so  strong  a  light  that 
though  it  may  not  redeem  the  sins,  it  at  least  rai=es  pity 
for  her  sorrows.  It  is.  therefore,  not  surprising  that  Lu- 
crezia should  so  long  have  been  Grill's  mo<t  popular  part, 
and  that  in  the  series  of  her  farewell  performances  it 
should  have  appeared  the  ofienest,  and  have  drawn  the 
largest  audiences.  Valentine,  in  the  Uur/uenots,  and  Le- 
onora, in  La  Fnvoriin,  were  both  interesting,  as  remark- 
able illustrations  of  Grisi's  success  in  the  grand  operas  of 
the  French  school,  whicli  she  only  essayed  within  the 
last  five  years,  which  disclosed  an  unknown  phase  of  her 
talent,  constituted  a  new  and  final  epoch  in  her  brilliant 
career,  and  proved  the  versatility  no  less  than  the  ex- 
cellence of  her  endowments.  Her  Norina,  in  Don  Pas- 
,qnale,  was  recommendable  for  another  reason.  It  re- 
minded those  who  had  witnessed  the"  public  effl^rts  of 
Grisi  in  this  country,  from  her  first  appearance  until  now, 
of  certain  graceful,  spirited,  and  highly  finished  perfor- 
mances which  showed  her  to  be  as  truly  genial  in  come- 
dy as  she  was  impressive  and  sublime  in  traeedy.  One 
or  two  more  of  such  characters  might  profitablv  have 
varied  the  series:  and  most  of  all  acceptable  would  have 
been  Rosina  in  the  Bnrbiere..  Thus,  while  the  number 
of  farewell  performances  was  extended  from  twelve  to 
twenty,  the  operas  produced  were  confined  to  five. 
Among  those  not  given,  but  most  generally  expected,  and 
with  reason,  mav  be  counted  Sennramide,  in  which  Grisi 
marie  her  Paris  dehnt  on  the  16th  of  October.  1?32:  Nin- 
etta  {La  Gazza  Jjorira),  which,  in  the  spnne  of  Ihe  follow- 
ing year,  introduced  her  to  a  London  audience;  Donna 
Anna,  one  of  her  grandest,  and  Desdemona,  one  of  her 
most  womanly  and  beautiful  impersonations.  Anna  Bo. 
Una,  too,  would  have  been  unanimously  welcome.  It  is 
useless,  however,  to  sav  what  might  have  been  done. 
What  was  done  was  sufficiently  gratifying;  and  they 
who  saw  Grisi  for  the  last- time  will  be  able  to  say,  not 
that  they  saw  her  in  her  decline,  since  of  decline  there 
was  no  symptom,  but  that  they  witnessed  some  of  her 
finest  performances  when  her  powers  were  ripened  and 
matured. 

In  the  present  instance  she  surpassed  all  previous  ef- 
forts, and  left  the  audience  doubtful  whether  it  could 
possibly  be  true  that  she  was  taking  leave  of  them  for- 
ever. The  fact  cannot  be  denied,  that  Grisi's  attachment 
to  the  English  public  is  as  genuine  and  sincere  as  the  at- 
tachment of  the  English  public  to  herself,  and  that  the 
moment  of  parting  gave  quite  as  much  pain  to  the  one 
as  to  the  other — to  the  deserving  artist,  the  woman  of 
eenius,  who  had  never  failed  in  the  performance  of  her 
diitv,  as  to  those  who  so  many  years  had  appreciated, 
admired,  and  applauded  her.  At  the  end  of  Norma, 
which  had  been  received  throughout  with  enthusiasm, 
there  was  such  a  demonstration  as  it  might  have  been 
imagined  could  not  easily  be  exceeded  in  warmth  and 
unanimity.  Grisi  was  called  forward  agam  and  again, 
the  stage  was  covered  with  boquets,  and  the  applause 
was  positively  deafening.  This  alone  would  have  been 
a  leave-taking  worth  the  remembrance  of  any  artist,  how- 
ever popular.  But  after  the  Huguenots,  which  did  not 
conclude  till  an  hour  past  midnight,  the  previous  exhibi- 
tion was  fairly  cast  into  the  shade.  The  last  sceiie,  in- 
cluding the  famous  duet  between  A'"alentine  and  Raoul, 
was  magnificent;  and  Mario,  as  if  to  make  the  occasion 
more  memorable,  sang  and  acted  with  greater  energy, 
tenderness,  and  dramatic  power  than  he  has  displayed 
for  years.  The  curtain  fell  amid  thunders  of  applause, 
and  when  Grisi,  in  obedience  to  the  universal  summons, 
was  led  on  bv  her  accomplished  partner,  the  plaudits 
were  reiterated,  and  every  iafly  flung  her  boquet  on  the 
stage  or  in  the  orchestra.  Again  the  two  came  forward 
and  a  repetition  of  the  scene  ensued.  At  la«t  Grisi  ap- 
peared alone,  and  this  was  the  signal  for  a  manifestation 
of  public  feeling  probably  never  before  addressed  to  a 
theatrical  performer.  The  whole  audience,  in  boxes, 
pit,  and  gallery,  rose,  as  if  bv  a  simultaneous  impulse; 
the  house  rang  with  cheers;  handerchiefs  were  waved  in 
all  directions;  the  members  of  the  band  joined  in  the 
ovat-on:  and  several  minutes  elapsed  before  the  applause 
subsided,  and  the  great  artist,  fairlj'  overcome  with  so 
genial  and  unprecedented  a  reception,  and  vainlv  attemp- 
ting to  hide  her  emotions,  could  retire  from  the  stage. 
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When  she  hnd  jrnnR  nnotliei*  cheer  was  raised — n  fnrewell 
clippr,  svmhnlicnl  of  lioarty  jjonrl  wil!  for  the  success  in 
the  New  World  of  one  who  hnd  so  loni^  and  so  worthily 
exerted  herself  to  Riitertniii  and  dellirlit  the  not  nngrate- 
fnl  or  nnKvinpiithetio  pnlillc  of  '•  Old  Knjrliind."  It  ia 
likely  that  the  eveninjr  of  the  7rh  of  July  will  he  remem- 
bered— both  by  tlie  artist  who  was  thus  honored,  and  the 
aufhence  which  tlins  expressed  its  sentiments  of  a  lontr, 
an  anluous,  a  conscientious,  and  a  brilliant  career— fur 
many  a  long  day. 


Dniiglit's  Saitnrnl  nf  WmIl 

1        M^       I 

BOSTON,  AUG.  26,  1854. 

Topics  op  the  Week. — Musical  events  come 
pouring  in  upon  us  like  a  fresliet,  after  a  long 
drought.  First  and  foremost  in  interest  for  the 
whole  country  is  the  actual  arrival  of  Grisi  and 
Map.io  in  New  York  ;  their  reception  with  the 
usual  degi-ee  of  awkward  flunkey  ceremony  and 
enthusiasm  ;  their  installment  in  the  St.  Nich- 
olas hotel,  with  all  the  impertinent  newspaper 
chroniclings  of  their  chamhcr  furniture,  &c.; 
and  the  announcement  of  their  opening  perfor- 
mance, with  a  good  troupe  and  orchestra,  it  is 
said,  and  in  the  opera  of  Lucrezia  Borgia,  on 
Monday  night,  Sept.  4th,  in  Castle  Garden. 
As  Grisi  and  Mario  are  the  topics,  we  have,  not- 
withstanding former  articles,  placed  on  the  pre- 
ceding pages  a  characteristic  appreciation,  by 
our  friend  Fky  of  the  Tribune,  of  the  great 
lyric  actress  and  of  the  music  of  his  favorite 
composers,  which  she  has  illustrated ;  also  a 
resume  of  her  recent  farewell  engagement  in 
London,  and  a  description  of  her  last  night, 
from  the  London  Times.  The  only  ill  omen 
for  the  success  of  Mr.  impresario  Hackett's  en- 
terprise lies  in  the  rumor  of  high  prices  to  be 
charged,  namely  from  three  to  five  dollars,  for 
admission.  Opera,  it  is  said,  never  flourished 
without  royal  patronage.  Here  the  people  is 
the  only  king.  Large  houses,  mass  audiences, 
democratic  prices,  bringing  the  highest  artistic 
entertainments  within  the  reach  of  all,  as  part 
of  their  free  and  liberal  culture  in  a  republican 
atmosphere : — this,  and  this  alone,  can  ever 
make  the  Opera  a  paying  and  a  wholesome  in- 
stitution in  our  land,  whatever  may  be  thought 
of  a  few  exceptional  successes  with  the  high 
price  system.  We  are  getting  too  much  used 
to  good  things  to  be  longer  liable  to  these  fever 
fits  of  fashionable,  spendthrift  enthusiasm  about 
any  "Angel,"  "Queen"  or  "Diva." 

In  this  connection,  therefore,  we  can  turn 
with  pleasure  to  another  event,  (of  somewhat 
more  local  interest,  to  be  sure),  namely  the 
completion  of  our  spacious  and  splendid  Bos- 
ton Theatre,  which  also  is  to  be  opened  on  the 
4th  (but  only  with  spoken  drama  for  the  pre- 
sent, we  are  sorry  to  say) ,  but  which  sets  out, 
if  we  are  rightly  informed,  with  making  the 
uniform  law  of  the  fifty  cent  price  a  condition  of 
its  hospitality  to  all  managers  and  companies  of 
artists.  Let  this  rule  be  but  rigidly  adhered 
to,  and  we  regard  the  success  of  the  new  Thea- 
tre as  certain. 

The  opening  of  the  grand  new  Organ  in  our 
Tremont  Temple,  too,  is  an  event  of  no  small 


importance  to  our  musical  prospects  from  this 
time  forward.  To  this  add  an  unexpected  sea- 
son of  Italian  Opera  in  the  old  Howard  Athe- 
na3um  (just  to  renew  the  memories  of  old  en- 
thusiasms, before  we  emigrate  to  new  halls, 
with  Paido  majora  canamus  for  our  motto), 
and  the  ten  days'  session  of  the  "  Musical  Con- 
vention," with  its  goodly  display  of  fresh  na- 
tive musical  resources,  especially  vocal,  and  its 
praiseworthy  presentations,  amid  a  medley  of 
many  things,  of  works  of  such  magnitude  as 
the  12th  Blass  of  Mozart. 

The  promise,  therefore,  is  abundant  for  the 
forthcoming  musical  season  here  in  Boston, 
save  in  one  important,  and  we  may  say  central, 
particular.  We  are  in  the  dark  about  an  Or- 
chestra !  The  Gerjianians  disbanded,  and 
Bergmann  bespoken  for  Chicago,  where  is  the 
hope  of  organization,  where  the  leader  about 
whom  the  materials,  plentiful  enough,  may  group 
themselves  and  be  inspired  to  one  high 
end  ?  We  trust  our  old  Musical  Fund  Soci- 
ety are  studying  this  problem  in  good  earnest. 
At  all  events,  we  doubt  not  tliat  some  good  thing 
will  turn  up  in  time  to  meet  a  public  want  that 
has  become  imperative  and  permanent. 


The  Italian  Opera. 

The  quiet,  unpretending  arrival  of  the  troupe 
now  performing  at  the  Howard  Athenaaum,  with 
almost  no  preliminary  trumpeting,  was  refreshing 
for  tlie  limes  we  live  in,  and  in  itself  disposed  the 
candid  hearer  to  be  pleased.  The  company,  we 
understood,  had  reached  New  York  upon  their 
way  to  California ;  but  by  some  misunderstanding 
regarding  the  expenses  of  their  passage  thither, 
they  were  open  to  proposals  from  the  lessee  of  the 
Athenajum.  We  have  had  better  opera  here, 
and  we  have  had  much  worse.  On  the  whole, 
judging  from  the  second  performance  of  Ernani, 
and  from  all  that  we  have  heard  of  the  existing  state 
of  music  in  Italy,  this  troupe  seems  rather  better 
than  an  average  specimen  of  such  opera  as  one 
hears  in  all  but  the  very  few  best  Italian  theatres 
to-day;  such  a  troupe,  for  instance,  as  may  have 
supported  our  own  Adelaide  Phillips  at  her  debut 
in  Brescia. 

The  piece  selected  for  the  opening  nights,  Er- 
nani,  can  never  again,  of  course,  have  the  fresh, 
exciting  charm  it  had  for  us  the  first  time  we 
heard  it  in  the  same  place,  with  Tedesco  and  Pe- 
relli,  and  that  well  appointed  Havana  troupe, 
when  Verdi's  music  seemed  as  strong  and  exhila- 
rating as  October  air  after  the  sultry  languor  of 
Donizetti  and  the  sweet,  sentimental  sameness 
of  the  Bellini  melody.  Now  that  we  know  sev- 
eral of  his  operas,  we  are  too  conscious  also  of 
hh  mannerism.  Yet  there  is  vigof  in  Ernani, 
and  the  music  contains  many  touches  of  a  fine 
dramatic  power.  In  the  solemn  orchestral  chords 
which  occur  every  time  Ernani's  pledge  to  Silva 
is  referred  to,  we  have  an  application  of  the  very 
principle  on  which  Richard  Wagner  relies  for  the 
peculiar  effectiveness  of  his  reformed  style  of  op- 
era, namely  the  use  of  the  orchestra  as  an  in- 
terpreter of  characters  and  situations. 

Any  passable  rendering  of  the  opera  should 
content  one  in  this  season,  and  where  no  very 
high  pretensions  had  been  put  forth.     We  were 


agreeably  disappointed  to  find  some  points  of 
positive  excellence.  The  baritone,  Signor  Ctr- 
TURi,  is  decidedly  the  best,  with  the  single  excep- 
tion of  Badiali,  that  we  have  ever  had;  indeed 
ho  constantly  reminds  )'0U  of  him  both  in  power 
and  quality  of  voice,  in  figure  and  general  bear- 
ing, and  the  emphatic  warmth  of  his  delivery. 
He  is  a  much  younger  man,  with  less  of  the  ma- 
ture refinement  of  an  artist,  but  in  this  character 
of  Don  Carlos  would  be  a  wonderfidly  pood  sub- 
stitute for  him  at  any  time.  A  slight  hoarseness 
on  this  second  appearance  could  not  veil  his  sub- 
stantial merits,  which  won  repeated  plaudits 
through  the  evening. 

Sig.  ScoLA  possesses  rather  a  delicate  tenor, 
with  a  fair  degree  of  execution,  and  in  spite  of  a 
very  youthful  and  far  from  commanding  presence 
bore  the  part  of  Ernani  more  successfully  than 
we  have  several  times  witnessed  it  by  Arnoldi,  by 
Vicfti  and  some  others.  Power  was  his  chief  want. 
Sig.  Lanzoni  was  a  small  and  brisk  Don  Silva, 
young  in  every  thing  but  gray  locks  and  demure 
costume.  His  bass  is  rather  dry  and  light,  but 
true,  and  his  rendering  of  his  part  faithful.  On 
the  whole  the  three  principal  male  parts  were  cre- 
ditably done.  The  Elvira  of  Signora  Garbato 
had  great  faults  with  some  good  and  useful  quali- 
ties. Her  power  of  execution  is  considerable, 
but  she  constantly  exaggerates  in  tone  and  man- 
ner, overdoing  pathos  till  it  touches  no  responsive 
fibre.  Indeed  she  is  a  fair  example  of  the  false 
style  of  soprano  singing  which  now  reigns  in  Italy, 
and  which  is  due  to  overforcing  in  the  zeal  to  sing 
the  Verdi  music,  whereby  the  voice  runs  out  into 
extremes,  of  screaming  hi<;h  tones,  and  coarse 
and  mannish  low  tones,  while  the  middle  shrinks 
and  becomes  more  and  more  characterless  and 
feeble.  Welcome  the  recent  signs  of  a  return  in 
Italy  to  Rossini  and  true  singing! 

As  for  the  ensemble,  it  was  far  from  perfect. 
The  male  chorus  was  rather  noisily  efl^icient ;  the 
female  chorus  timid  and  inaudible,  and  its  weak- 
ness covered  by  the  bold  relief  of  the  orchestral 
harmony.  (We  understand  that  several  of  the 
chorus  singers  have  not  yet  recovered  from  the 
accident  whereby  the  company  literally  tumbled 
into  town.)  The  orchestra  comprises  about  25 
resident  and  imported  musicians,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Signor  Garb.a.to,  and  is  really  one  of  the 
most  efficient  orchestras  which  we  have  had  con- 
nected with  Italian  opera.  Some  of  the  concert- 
ed pieces,  finales,  &c.,  were  quite  effective ;  but 
there  was  frequently,  of  course,  great  lack  of  bal- 
lance,  and  at  times  some  rather  grating  discord. 
Many  of  these  defects,  we  doubt  not,  will  be  rem- 
edied. On  the  whole  the  opera  is  much  bet- 
ter than  we  had  had  reason  to  expect,  and  really 
good  entertainment  for  this  season  of  the  year.  If 
we  had  not  been  already  blessed  beyond  the  mea- 
sure of  most  musical  towns  even  in  Italy  itself, 
we  should  have  deemed  this  quite  a  God-send. 


The  Boston  Musical  Convention. 
The  managers  of  this  movement  evinced  such 
chihlish  sensitiveness,  two  years  ago,  to  our  very 
frank,  but  altogether  friendly  comments  on  its 
public  exercises,  that  we  thereafter  ceased  to 
watch  its  progress,  lest  our  impartial  presence 
might  disturb  the  harmonies  of  so  fine  and  deli- 
cate a  sphere.  It  seemed  that  they  required 
an  atmosphere  of  most  unqualified,  unstinted 
praise  as  a  prime  condition  of  the   pleasant  and 
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successful  working  of  their  experiment :  for,  un- 
less they  could  reign  unquestioned  as  the  all-wise 
masters  and  Panjandrums  of  all  musical  taste  and 
science  in  the  land,  how  could  the  native  develop- 
ment of  Music  in  America  ever  be  expected  to 
thrive  ?  We  accepted  the  lesson,  and  kept  still, 
and  only  looked  on  from  a  distance.  Mean- 
while our  interest  in  these  popular  teachers'  clas- 
ses and  Conventions  has  not  abated.  With  all 
their  crudities  and  all  their  display  of  private  in- 
terests and  vanities,  we  have  seen  and  still  see 
much  good  working  out  of  them.  Their  standard 
of  taste  and  excellence,  the  quality  of  their  pub- 
lic exhibitions,  the  aspirations  and  achievements 
of  their  more  ardent  and  more  gifted  pupils,  be- 
come higher  year  by  year.  Such  solo  singing  as 
you  may  now  hear  in  these  Conventions,  such 
classical  and  lofty  works  attempted,  and  with  such 
success,  and  all  by  sons  and  daughters  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  have  received  their  chief  musical  im- 
pulse from  these  organizations,  are  highly  encour- 
aging and  beyond  any  hopes  that  any  but  a  very 
sanguine  music-lover  could  have  indulged  ten 
years  since. 

Our  friends  ttuist  pardon  a  little  pleasantry  in 
the  above ;  for  really  we  know  not  how  to  look 
with  seriousness  upon  the  queer  relation  in  which 
we  found  ourselves  placed,  with  the  most  innocent 
intention  on  our  part,  to  persons  so  extremely 
sensitive  to  mild  and  well-meant  criticism.  We 
have  not  known,  from  that  day  to  this,  nor  have 
we  thought  it  worth  while  to  inquire,  in  what 
particulars  our  altogether  too  kind  and  pains-tak- 
ing report  of  the  Convention  of  1852,  gave  such 
offence.  We  only  know,  that  the  Journal  of  Mu- 
sic has  enjoyed  but  little  favbr  in  that  quarter, 
and  that  an  absurd,  factitious  sort  of  "  Native 
American  "  issue  has  been  there  raised  against  us  ; 
on  what  ground,  we  cannot  guess,  unless  it  be  that 
we  have  not  shown  a  sufficiently  profound  appre- 
~  ciation  of  the  superiority  of  native  "  professors  "  to 
all  foreign  artists. 

Shall  we  fare  better  in  our  present  attempt  to 
tell  the  pleasure  that  we  had  in  listening,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  in  Tremont  Temple,  to  a  highly 
creditable  performance,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Convention,  (Mr.  Johnson,  one  of  its  chiefs, 
being  the  conductor)  of  Mozart's  glorious 
Twelfth  Mass,  with  other  miscellaneous  selec- 
tions, chiefly  sacred? — There  was  a  picked  choir  of 
a  hundred  voices,  who  sang  the  tutti  portions  with 
precision  and  effect, — more  so  than  we  have  ever 
heard  them  sung  in  Boston  ;  what  is  more,  with 
not  a  little  of  that  expressive  light  and  shade, 
diminuendo  and  crescendo,  &c.,  which  are  so  rare 
a  merit  in  a  choral  performance.  The  Mass 
was  given  in  the  Latin,  and  entire,  with  the  excep- 
tion only  of  the  difficult  fugue :  Cum  Sancln  Spir- 
itu,  which  it  was  perhaps  quite  wise  to  omit,  and 
the  Agnus  Dei.  As  for  the  quartet  of  principals, 
it  was  remarkable  for  one  composed  of  voices  al- 
most wholly  new  to  the  public.  The  soprano 
(Miss  Smith)  has  a  clear,  high,  flexible,  sweet 
voice,  rather  French  in  character,  and  executed 
the  florid  figures  in  the  Quoniam  and  Benedictus 
with  much  ease  and  evenness,  and  with  consider- 
able expression.  The  contralto  (Miss  Fitch) 
was  remarkably  rich  and  fresh,  filling  out  its  por- 
tion of  the  harmony  always  satisfactorily,  and  open- 
ing the  Dona  nobis  quite  effectively.  The  tenor 
(Mr.  Frost)  was  correct  and  smooth,  but  rather 
too  prone  \o  falsetto;  the  bass  (Mr.  UpnAM)had 
compass  enough  for  that  extraordinary  solo  in  the 


Benedictus,  but  of  too  dry  and  unelastic  a 
character  for  such  music,  especially  for  the  stately 
opening  of  the  Kyrie.  But  it  was  a  creditable  ef- 
fort on  all  hands.  The  splendid  new  organ,  under 
the  hands  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Wii.LCOX,  admirably  sup- 
plied the  place  of  an  orchestra  in  the  accompani- 
ments, both  by  the  grand  volume  and  sonorous 
bass  of  the  full  organ,  and  the  beauty  of  its  solo 
stops,  especially  the  swell,  the  prompt  speaking 
of  the  trumpet,  and  the  warm,  Mozart-like  color- 
ing of  the  reeds,  as  in  the  exquisitely  pastoral  in- 
troduction to  the  Benedictus.  It  was  played  with 
rare  skill,  taste,  and  judgment.  We  are  hap- 
py to  learn  this  Mass  will  be  again  performed  this 
evening. 

The  first  part  of  the  concert  was  miscellaneous, 
The  duet  from  Kossini :  Quis  est  Jiomo,  was  exe- 
cuted with  considerable  skill  and  delicacy  by  Miss 
Smith  and  Miss  Whitehousb.  Their  solos, 
too,  were  well  performed.  The  contralto  of  the 
latter  is  of  a  remarkably  mellow  and  pathetic  qual- 
ity, and  her  renderings  chaste  and  expressive. 
Mr.  Frost  sang.  Deeper  and  deeper  still,  with 
Waft  her  Angels,  from  Handel's  Jephthali,  in  a 
manner  evidently  studied  from  Mr.  Arthurson  ; 
and  it  is  praise  to  say  that  ho  did  not  entirely  fail 
in  a  recitative  and  air  which  demand  the  best 
powers,  vocal  and  mental  and  spiritual,  of  a  com- 
plete artist.  There  were  some  good  oratorio 
choruses,  and  some  organ  pieces,  namely,  one  for 
four  hands,  by  Messsrs.  Willcox  and  Downes, 
from  a  chorus  of  Handel  ("  The  horse  and  his  ri- 
der"); the  overture  to  Fra  Diavolo{!),  made  very 
effective  by  Mr.  Willcox's  masterly  combina- 
tion of  the  stops,  and  (on  this  being  encored)  the 
"  Wedding  March  "  of  Mendelssohn,  where  again 
the  trumpet  stops  told  to  rare  advantage. 

tO^lQ  our  next  number  wp  propose  to  copy  an  analysis  of 
the  Twelfth  Ma.is,  by  Holmes,  the  author  of  the  Life  of  Mozart, 
having  already  given  a  mere  unprofessional  description  of  our 
own  in  Yol.  III.  No.  20  of  this  Journal. 


The  New  Organ  in  the  Tremont  Temple. 

It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  fully  understand  and 
estimate  the  merits  and  capacities  of  a  great 
church  Organ,  built  upon  so  large  a  scale,  with 
all  the  modern  improvements,  as  this  last  work  of 
the  Messrs.  Hook.  It  is  like  analyzing  the  com- 
position of  a  grand  orchestra,  and  without  the  aid 
of  the  eye,  since  most  of  the  principal  stops  or 
instruments  are  almost  never  heard  except  in 
combination  with  others.  Of  the  beauty  or  gran- 
deur of  the  effect,  when  it  is  heard  in  various 
kinds  of  music,  the  power  or  sweetness,  the  bril- 
liancy or  pathos,  a  music-loving  audience  of  course 
can  judge,  according  to  the  character  and  variety 
of  the  compositions  played,  and  the  mastery  and 
judgment  of  the  player.  And  no  one,  at  all  fa- 
miUar  with  the  organs  in  our  cities,  could  listen 
on  that  opening  evening,  of  which  we  spoke  last 
week,  and  on  the  subsequent  occasions  on  which 
the  organ  has  been  used  in  the  support  of 
great  choral  music,  or  in  various  kinds  of  inter- 
ludes, both  classical  and  fanciful,  without  noting 
its  superiority  in  several  important  points. 

1.  Power  and  Largeness. — This  was  felt  to  be 
surpassingly  grand  when  the  full  organ  was  em- 
ployed, as  in  accompanying  the  Handelian  chorus 
sung  by  the  members  of  Messrs.  Baker  and  John- 
son's Musical  Convention ;  in  the  Chorale  which 
opened  and  the  brief  Fugue  of  Bach's  which 
closed  the  tasteful  improvisation  by  Mr.  Willcox  ; 
in  the   noble  prelude  and  fugue  of  Bach,   in  C 
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minor,  played  by  Mr.  Zundel  of  New  York, 
who  is  a  thorough  master  of  the  solid  German 
school  of  organ-playing,  although  he  necessarily 
was  somewhat  embarrassed  in  playing  for  the  first 
time  on  an  organ  where  the  arrangement  of  the 
stops  and  pedals  was  somewhat  novel ;  and  in  the 
grand  chorus  from  Handel :  "  The  Horse  and  his 
Rider,"  played  with  four  hands  by  Messrs.  Will- 
cox and  Downes  of  Hartford,  one  of  the  most 
satisfactory  performances  of  the  evening. 

Here  was  a  voluminous  richness,  fulness  and 
solidity  of  harmony,  which  entirely  filled  and  sat- 
isfied the  ear.  In  the  grandly  vibrating,  deep 
substructure  of  the  basses,  piled  in  octave  below 
octave,  you  felt  as  it  were  the  eternal  foundations 
of  harmony.  We  ha-ve  heard  nothing  like  those 
basses,  especially  when  those  deepest  Double 
Bourdon  (reed)  tones  of  the  pedal  organ,  (whose 
intervals  the  ear  can  scarce  discriminate  when 
sounded  singly,  so  deep  are  they,)  are  brought 
in  underneath  the  other  basses  to  give  them  a 
new  weight  and  firmness.  Pile  upon  these  the 
diapasons  of  the  grand  organ,  which  are  remark- 
ably rich  and  round  and  musical,  (not  verifying 
the  usual  charge  of  weakness  brought  against  the 
diapasons  of  American  organs) ;  raised  another 
octave  in  the  Principal,  and  another  in  the  Fif- 
teenth; with  the  intermediate  Triad  harmonies, 
of  Twelfth,  and  Sesquialtera  and  Furniture  and 
Mixture,  (the  frequenter  the  higher  you  ascend 
into  the  sky-ey  octaves,)  and  covered  or  balanced 
(so  as  to  neutralize  the  discord  incidental  to  such 
bold  accessions  of  richness  and  power)  by  the 
Trumpet,  Clarion,  &c. :  and  we  have  here  already, 
without  estimating  the  reinforcements  of  the 
abridged  or  "  Choir  Organ,"  the  Swell,  the  Solo 
Stops,  &c.,  a  vast  orchestra  of  harmony  at  work, 
speaking  at  once  throughout  the  compass  of  five 
octaves  or  more.  The  test  of  success  here  is  that 
this  mighty  mass  of  tone  shall  sound  rich,  musical, 
well  balanced,  free  from  harshness  and  from  the 
very  common  screaming  of  the  upper  stops.  And 
this  we  think  was  noticed  with  peculiar  satisfac- 
tion in  this  instrument. 

2.  Balance  of  the  various  parts,  therefore,  may 
be  set  down  as  one  of  the  most  important  merits 
of  this  Organ.  For  this  implies  that  all  the  sep- 
arate tones  are  good,  and  that  the  foundation  stops, 
the  basses,  diapasons,  &c.,  must  be  large  and  solid, 
to  sustain  the  inevitable  brilliancy  and  outspoken- 
ness of  some  of  those  high  stops,  every  note  of 
which  is  armed  with  full  chords,  which  it  is  a  great 
art  to  balance  and  foreshorten  to  the  vanishing 
proportions  of  the  natural  harmonics. 

3.  The  beauty  and  efficiency  of  the  Swell  was 
a  theme  of  general  admiration.  The  Swell  too, 
extends  through  the  whole  compass  of  the  key- 
board, from  CC  to  A  in  alt,  nearly  five  octaves. 
Its  pipes  are  beautifully  voiced,  and  whether 
played  alone,  or  to  lend  soft,  swelling  and  dying 
harmony  (like  that  of  the  breeze  through  pines), 
to  solo  stops,  it  was  singularly  expressive  and  soul- 
like. 

4.  The  chai'acteristic  beauty  of  a  great  variety 
of  Solo  Stops,  each  closely  imitating  the  instru- 
ment whose  name  it  bears,  was  pleasantly  illus- 
trated by  Mr.  Willcox,  who  for  a  young  organist 
possesses  the  art  of  tastefully  varying  the  combi- 
nations of  a  great  organ  to  an  eminent  degree, 
and  whose  connection  with  the  establishment  of 
the  Messrs.  Hook,  made  him  perfectly  familiar 
with  the  resources  of  this  organ.  The  addition 
of  an  entire  fourth  manual  for  solo  stops  alone     ,. 
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places  this  orjiKn  by  tlie  siile  of  the  most  modern 
improvements  in  Europe,  while  in  this  country  it 
is  alone  in  this  particular,  with  the  sin<ile  excep- 
tion of  the  organ  lately  built  ]by.  Mr. 'Stanbridge 
in  Philadelphia,  and  which,  we  are  told,  borrowed 
the  idea  from  this.  Among  these  "fancy  stops,"  as 
they  are  called,  we  do  not  notice  several  that  have 
been  used,  such  as  the  Vox  Jutmana,  &c.,  but  we 
believe  it  provides  under  some  name  for  every 
effect  of  the  kind  which  is  truly  desirable,  and 
excludes  only  what  is  characterless  and  over- 
fanciful. 

In  speaking  of  the  solo  stops  we  should  men- 
tion also  the  very  singing  and  dramatic  style  of 
the  facile  improvisations,  that  evening,  of  Mr. 
Warken,  organist  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Albany. 
This  was  not,  like  many  other  pieces  in  the  pur- 
posely very  miscellaneous  programme,  the  strict 
organ  style  of  music  ;  it  had  nothing  of  the  con- 
trapuntal character,  but  only  a  singing  melody 
with  accompanying  chords ;  yet  it  was  quite  effec- 
tive in  its  way  .ind  won  much  applause.  The  ob- 
ject being  to  display  the  inHrumertt,  each  player 
of  course  chose  a  separate  task,  and  all  styles  had 
to  come  in  play. 

5.  Orcliestml  Effect.  An  organ,  like  this,  is 
indeed  a  sort  of  orchestra.  Each  of  the  56  stops 
or  registers  is  a  distinct  instrument.  These,  speak- 
ing through  some  3500  pipes,  and  played  upon 
by  means  of  five  distinct  key-boards,  four  for  the 
hands,  or  Manuals,  and  one  for  the  feet,  or  Pedals, 
yield  combinations  only  second  in  variety  and 
brilliancy  to  those  of  the  modern  grand  orchestra. 
In  this  respect  the  power  of  the  new  organ  was 
triumphantly  proved  that  evening  by  the  perfor- 
mance of  two  overtures;  that  to  Zanetta,  by  Mr. 
WiLLCOX  ;  and  that  to  Fra  Diavolo,  in  which 
the  Swell  and  the  Trumpet  came  well  into  play, 
by  Mr.  Ckoss,  a  young  and  talented  organist 
from  Philadelphia,  who  brought  out  the  orchestral 
phase  of  the  organ  with  a  brilliancy  and  effective- 
ness such  as  we  have  rarely  heard.  Here  the 
mechanism  of  the  instrument  is  thoroughly  tested. 
The  prompt  speaking'of  the  pipes,  the  sure  and 
easy  shifting  of  the  stops,  &c.,  are  all-essential  to 
such  effects.  As  the  player  grasped  the  great 
handfuls  of  bold  chords,  he  seemed  to  exult  in  the 
hearty  responsiveness  of  the  noble  instrument,  as 
a  rider  in  the  obedient  motions  of  a  noble  courser. 
One  of  our  oldest  organ-builders  was  heard  to  say 
"  he  never  knew  an  organ  to  behave  itself  so  well 
upon  its  exhibition  night." 

And  here  we  may  as  well  conclude  all  we  had 
to  say  about  those  opening  performances.  We 
should  have  been  glad  to  hear  more  of  our  own 
city's  organists ;  but  opportunities  for  them  will 
frequently  occur.  Some  who  were  announced, 
did  not  arrive,  or  did  not  perform.  In  place  of 
Mr.  Daeley,  of  St.  Luke's,  Philadelphia,  his  son, 
Mr.  Frank  Daeley,  gave  a  pleasing  selection 
from  a  new  Cantata  of  his  own.  In  such  a  mis- 
cellaneous programme  there  was  of  course  some 
tediousncss.  In  extemporizing  at  a  new  organ, 
to  show  all  its  powers,  there  is  an  unavoidable 
temptation  to  indulge  at  too  great  length,  and  to 
some  sacrifice  of  unity.  The  true  end  of  the 
occasion,  however,  was  well  answered,  namely, 
to  show  the  virtues  of  the  organ,  and  to  prove 
that  we  possess  the  ability  in  this  country  to  pro- 
duce most  noble  works  in  this  sublime  depart- 
ment of  musical  mechanics.  The  Messrs.  Hook 
have  truly  an  artistic  feeling  about  their  occupa- 
tion ;  this  has  long  made  them  eminent  for  the 
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fine  voicing  of  their  solo  stops  ;  it  is  now  equally 
apparent  in  the  harmonious  balance  and  blending 
of  all  the  powers  of  the  largest  organ  in  the  United 
States. 

We  cannot  profess  any  very  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  organs  or  with  organ-making.  We  are 
neither  organist  nor  organ-maker,  and  it  requires 
both  to  fully  judge  an  organ.  In  what  we  have 
said,  therefore,  we  would  be  understood  not  to 
disparage  other  builders.  We  trust  we  shall  be 
equally  ready  to  appreciate  their  good  works, 
whenever  they  shall  be  brought  home  to  us  as 
this  has  been.  But  let  us  conclude  this  article 
with  one  suggestion : 

We  have  often  lamented  the  lack  of  public 
opportunities  for  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
great,  the  classical,  the  true  music  of  the  Organ. 
That  opportunity  is  now  afforded  us  in  Boston,  if 
our  organists  will  only  second  our  suggestion.  It 
is  that  there  shall  be  stated  organ  concerts,  say 
one  afternoon  in  every  week,  at  which  our  various 
organists,  who  love  their  Art  better  than  thej' 
love  display,  shall  let  us  hear  the  Fugues  and 
Choruses  of  Bach,  and  Handel,  and  Mendelssohn 
and  Rink,  and  all  the  great  ones.  They  will  find 
their  own  interest  in'it,  in  the  taste  it  will  create 
for  true  organ  music,  and  the  appreciation  for 
their  own  higher  efforts.  Let  there  be  a  very 
small  price  of  admission,  merely  nominal,  so  as  to 
cover  expenses  and  keep  out  the  disturbing  loafers. 
Why  will  not  Mr.  WiLLCOX,  who  has  the  charge 
of  the  Temple  organ,  and  who  has  a  true  enthu- 
siasm for  his  Art,  at  once  take  the  initiative,  and 
provoke  his  brethren  to  this  good  work  ? 


Alfred  Jaell. — We  have  received  a  pleasant 
letter  from  our  sparklins  Pianist,  riated  Baden-Ba- 
den, who  has  been  both  hearing  and  making  music 
in  the  German  cities.  One  of  the  German  papers 
speaks  thus  of  a  concert  in  which  Jaell  bore  a  dis- 
tinguished part : 

BAD-HAMBuno,  27th  July.  Madame  Akna  de  la 
Grange,  prima,  donna  from  the  Imperial  Operti  of  St. 
Petersburg;,  and  Mr.  Alfred  Jaell,  piamst-compositeur^ 
gave  a  grand  concert  here  beTore  a  fashionable  and 
crowded  audience.  Both  artists  were  recalled  after  each 
piece.  Mr.  Jaell's  CytpTicestirlahnlladeArJglmse ''Homo 
sweet  Home,"  created  especial  enthusiasm. 

Our  friend  was  next  to  go,  by  way  of  Leipsic  and 
Vienna,  to  Trieste,  his  native  city.  He  proposes  to 
pass  the  months  of  September  and  October  in  Italy, 
and  then  commence  a  concert  tour  in  Vienna,  Leip- 
zig, Brussels,  &c.,  arriving  in  Paris  by  the  first  of 
January,  there  to  remain  until  the  first  of  May. 

Jaell  represents  musical  matters  as  being  very  dull 
in  Europe.  The  greatest  pleasure  afforded  him,  by 
any  new  work,  has  been  tlie  hearing  of  Wagner's 
Tannhauscr  and  Lohengrin, — especially  the  latter, 
which  he  found  "really  grand,  immense,"  although 
he  heard  it  under  bad  direction,  in  Wisbaden,  which, 
however,  is  one  of  the  few  places  where  the  best  kind 
of  music  is  at  least  patronized.  In  Frankfort  War- 
ner's operas  are  not  relished.  Indeed  our  friend 
thinks  that  musical  taste  in  Germany  is  not  so  great 
as  many  have  supposed  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
If  they  are  able  sometimes  to  judge  an  artist  at  the 
first  hearing  better  in  Germany  than  in  America,  it 
is  because  operas  and  concerts  there  are  given  before 
select  audiences  of  scarcely  four  or  five  hundred  peo- 
ple, mostly  artists  and  professionals  (that  is  to  say, 
"  dead-heads"),  especially  on  a  first  performance. 
Jaell  finds  his  esteem  for  this  country  not  at  all  di- 
minished by  what  he  finds  in  Germany,  and  is  hishly 
disgusted  at  the  anti-American  railings  (everywhere 
reported)  of  Alboni. 

Speaking  of  Wagner,  Jaell  has  composed  a  fanta- 


sia upon  themes  from  LoJietjprin  and  Tannhauser,  be- 
sides a  nocturne  which  he  calls  "  The  Poet's  Dream." 
He  says  he  has  heard  the  overture  to  Tannhauscr 
played  by  many  orchestras  in  Germany,  but  not  once 
so  well  as  by  the  "  Germanians."  What  a  pity  if 
they  disband ! 


LiSTZ  (says  I^a  France  Mtislcah)  has  nearlv  finished 
n  very  important  book  upon  the  mii«icof  the  Hunparians 
and  Bohemians.  It  is  to  appear  simultaneously  in  Ger- 
man, in  French,  and  in  Hungarian. 

"  KossiNi :  HIS  Life  and  Works."  is  the  title  of  a  vol- 
ume just  brought  out  by  the  brotliers  Messrs.  I>>cudier, 
authors  of  the  Theoreticnl  and  Historical  Dictiowiri/  of 
Music,  at  M.  Dentu's,  publisher  and  bookseller.  This 
book,  the  most  complete  hitherto  produced  on  tlie  author 
of  Guillamnc  TcU,  i«  addressed  both  to  musicians  and  the 
general  reading  public.  It  cannot  fail  to  excite  consider- 
able curiosity  in  all  classes,  botli  on  accountof  its  original 
artistic  appreciations  and  the  numerous  and  interesting 
anecdotes  with  which  it  abounds. 

Mad.  Alboni  is  in  London,  without  any  immediate 
prospect  of  sinking  in  public. 

Tlie  programme  of  the  forthcoming  Triennial  Jfusical 
Festival,  which  is  to  be  held  at  Worcester  in  the  first 
week  in  September,  has  now  been  decided  upon.  Tlie 
engagements  include  Mme.  Clara  Novello. -Mme.  Castel- 
lan, Miss  Dolby,  Mme.  Viardot,  Mrs.  Weiss.  Mr.  Sims 
Eeeve«,  Mr.  Lockey,  Signnr  G.ardoni,  Herr  Formes,  and 
Mr.  Weiss,  in  the  vocal  department,  and  the  band  and 
chorus  are  to  exceed  three  hundred  performers.  The 
oratorios  to  be  performed  entire  at  the  Worcester  Cathe- 
dral are  the  Messiah,  Elijah,  the  Creation,  and  Last 
.ludgment;  and  among  the  secular  pieces  to  be  given  at 
the  evening  concerts  at  the  College  hali,  are  portions  of 
Mendelssolin's  Midsummer  Night's  Dream,  the  Lorelej' 
fragment,  and  Wel)er's  Oberon. 

Paris. — The  Grand  Opej'a  re-opens  on  the  15th.  The 
performant^e  will  be  free  to  the  public,  and  the  opera 
Robert  le  Dinble.  Besides  this,  in  honor  of  the  Emperor's 
fete,  a  canta  will  be  executed,  the  music  by  Queen  Hor- 
tense.  and  the  words  by  M.  Belmontet.  It  is  said  that 
JIad.  Stolz  will  appear  on  the  17th  inst,  in  La  Favorite. 
The  Theatre  Francais  closed  last  week,  ostensibly  for  re- 
pairs, and  like  the  Grand  Opera,  re-opens  on  the  15th 
inst.,  the  public  beins  admitted  gratis  to  the  performan- 
ces, in  honor  of  the  Emperor's yi'^e.  A  few  days  before 
the  end  of  the  season,  M.  S.  Germain,  who  had  previous- 
ly played  at  tlie  Odi5on.  made  a  successful  defnitm  Le  De- 
pit  Ammcrevx  and  La  Fnmille  Poiasmi.  M.  Perrin  is  ne- 
glectinsr  no  mensnrcs  which  can  tend  to  ensure  the  suc- 
cess of  liis  new  enterprise  at  the  TIi(?aM-e-Lvrique.  Mad. 
Ugalde  is  entraeed,  and  M-  and  MTd.  Meillet-^Iever  are 
retained.  As  fir  as  possible.  M.  Perrin  is  carrying  out 
the  arrangements  entered  into  by  M.  S^veste,  both  with 
singers  and  composer^.  The  new  opera,  written  by  M. 
Adnlplie  Adam  for  Mad.  Marie  Cabel,  is  in  rehearsal, 
and  M.  Perrin  has  also  sent  for  the  opera  of  M.  J.  B. 
AVekcrlin,  which  is  already  copied. 

^tiij  er  tfs  cments. 

THE     NEW    CARMINA    SACRA: 
BY   LOWELL   MASON. 

The  best  Collection  of  Church  Music  extant Published  by 

Aug26  4t  RICE  &  KENDALIi. 

WILLIAM   BERGER, 
Pul>!9s9i«i'  and  Inipoi-tev  of  Ifliisic, 

No.  82  West  4tli  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED  MUSIC,  for  sale  at  Eastern  prices.  New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.  A  liberal 
dLscouDt  granted  to  Teachers.  All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arr.ing,'d  to  order. 

iCr"  A  Catalogue  is  in  preparation.  Aug26 

A.    W.    FRENZEL 

"Will  resume  his 

i:^rSTB:tTGTXO'Sr    O.^    the    PIA'K'O^FOUTE, 

On  or  before  October  1st. 

Orders  mny  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Keed  &  Co. 
N.  Richardson,  or  E  H  AVade.  Aug26 

ASOPBAWO  SINGER.— A  Young  Lady  desires  a 
place  as  Soprano  in  a  Quartet  Choir  in  one  of  the  churches 
in  this  city.  A  rare  opportunity  may  be  heard  of  by  inquiring 
ht  tbis  office.  July  22. 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr    0.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

REFERENCES. 

John  S.  Dwight,  Esq.  jMrs.  Farnham, 

O.  Ditson.  E;<q  1  6  Copelund  sfc.  Roxbury. 

N.  liichardson,  Fpq.  I  Epes  Sargent,  Esq. 

A.  Kerry,  Esq   28  Pearl  St.  Uev  Mr.  Huntington. 

J.  A.  Hanson,  Esq  ,  6  Uath  St.  i  Hon.  J.J,  Clarke,  27  State  st. 

II.  Crocker,  Esq.  6  tihawmut  av.  |  July  1 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 
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In  all  its  various  branches, 

ETEATLY   AETD    PROMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY    EDWAKD    I..    BAI.OH, 

©ffict  Soiiruat  of  ^lusu,  Sfo.  21  Sdjool  St. 

The  JIKDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  liiin  by  the  jrasa. 
Charifahle  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  workniacship, 
may  be  Feen  at  hi.s  office. 

[C?"  MUSIC    prepared   for    Stereotyping. 

NOW     READY, 

THE   GEEAT  W03K   OF  THE  YEilE, 
MOORE'S 

COMPI.ETE  JSWCYCI^OPiEOIA 

A  work  ■wliii'h  hris  cost  the  ! n rl e fat i gable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  mcit  distin- 
guished celebrities  iu  the  musical  world.  Tliis  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
every  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  the  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4C00   ICUSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A  Coiwvlcte  dictionary  of  over 
5000    MUSICAL    TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIENCE    OF    MUSIC, 

From  the  earlie.^it  times  to  the  present A  full  de.-^cription  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instrmnents, 

"With  the  da'es  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOROUGU  BASS,  &c.  &c. 

A  Book  intendecl  to  cover  flie  ivliole 

of  MiiSBcal  Science. 

JOHlSr  p.   JEWETT   &   CO. 
PUBLISHERS, 

July  29  BOSTON. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACHER.  OF  THE  P1.\^0   ANB  OROAT«i. 

[t^TERMS   MODERATE. 

Kesidence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
E'/erence^  Geo.  J.  ATebb,  Esq.  May  20. 

Signer  ATJGUSTO  EENDELARI, 

(FROM      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINQING. 

Kesidence,  Winthrop  House,  Boston. 
May  13  tf 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHEK     ©F     MUSIC, 


365  'Waslii]nist^os&  Street,  Boston. 


Oct.  16. 


Cicriiiaiiia  Serenade  Band.  , 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E  TELTOW,  Agrnt. 
ii  14  tf  30  Fayette  Street. 


CHICKERING    &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OP 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


\%^AREK©OMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 
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€3r  3S  WL  ^ 
FROM   THE    GREAT    MASTERS. 

MENDELSSOHN. 
Six  Sonf!.'!  without  Words,  complete  in  seven  books,. .  .each  75 

Bondo  Caprici'iosa, SO 

The  Temperaments,  seven  Characteristique  Pieces, 1.00 

The  Gift,  six  easy  pieces, 62 

LISZT. 

Galop  Russe 50 

Reminiscences  from  Lucia  di  Lammermoor, 50 

Romances  de  Fr:inz  Schubert,  viz  : — 

No.  1,  Elojre  des  larmes 25 

"    2,  La  Posfo, 25 

"     3,  La  Fille  du  Pecheur, 25 

THALBERG. 

Fantasia  sur  themes  de  Moi'se, 1,25 

L'Art  du  Chant  applique  au  Piano,  viz: —  sach  75 

No.  1,  Quatuor,  I  Puritani  de  Relliui. 
"   '2.  Tre  Giorni,  Air  de  Pergol^se. 
*'     3-  Adelaide  de  Beethoven 
"    4.  Air  d^Eglise  du  Chanteur  Stradella. 
"    5   Lacrymosa  tire  du  Requiem  de  Mozart,  Duo  des 

Noces  de  Fisaro  de  Mozart.  . 

"    6   Perch^  mi  Guard!  e  Piangi,  Duetto  de  Zelnira  de 
Kossini. 

Le  Tremolo 62 

Prayer  from  Moses  in  Egypt, 1.25 

Viola,  Melodie, ....  25 

CHOPIN. 

Grand  Valse  Brilliante, .50 

March  Funebre,  Piano  Duet, . .  .37 

Tarentelle, 50 

HENSELT. 

Chanson  de  Printemps,  (Song  of  Spring,) 50 

La  Gondola,  Etude, 25 

DOHLER. 

Derniere  Pens^e  Musicale  de  Bellini, 75 

Elisire  d'Amore,  Fantasia 50 

I  Puritani,  Fantasia, 62 

Nocturne, .37 

Trot  des  Chevalier  Gardes  March, 25 

Published  by 

Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washrnt:ton  St. 

G.   ANDRE   &   CO. 
FOREIGN      MUSIC     DEPOT, 

GIRARD    HOUSE    BUH-DISIGS, 

NINTH   STREET,  ABOVE  CHESTNUT, 
July  1  PHILADELPHIA. 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE  ENTIRE  .^ND   INIMIT.^BLE  ALLEGOPY  OP 

THE    PILGRIM'S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figijres,  besides  all 
the  scenes  tlirough  which  Christian  passed,  on  hisjourney  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  n.ature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
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[Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Review  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY   A.    OULIBICIIEFF. 
(Continued  from  p.  1G3  ) 

AVliat  then  is  a  Fujiue  ?  It  is  a  musical  propo- 
sition, which  is  niilblfltd  simply  or  contradictorily, 
according  as  it  has  one  or  more  subjects,  together 
with  the  argmiionts,  which  are  deduced  solely 
from  the  relations  of  the  harmony  and  of  the 
counterpoint ;  a  music,  which  plays  in  an  inge- 
nious and  (so  to  say)  abstract  manner  with  its  ele- 


ments. The  end  of  the  game  is  the  game  itself, 
and  the  Fugue  signifies,  above  all,  just  what  it 
must  signify  in  its  peculiarity  as  Fugue.  If  it  is 
good,  it  will  be  found  good;  require  no  more; 
you  have  already  the  sense  of  the  work.  This 
sense  never  lies  in  the  text  of  the  vocal  fugue. 
The  words  attached  to  it,  are  too  few  to  help  us 
to  this  .sense,  nor  can  the  fugue  itself  derive  much 
profit  from  them.  They  merely  serve  to  furnish 
syllables  to  the  singers.  Kyrie  Eleinon,  Hosanna 
in  Excelsis, — these  are  all  the  words,  which  the 
longest  and  most  thoroughly  developed  fugue 
requires. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  contrapuntal  style,  by 
means  of  analogy,  re-enacts  the  fiiculties  and 
laws  of  the  understanding  on  the  domain  of  feel- 
ing. And  indeed  the  arrangement  and  studied 
(molivirle)  sequence  of  musical  thoughts,  the 
beauty  of  the  thematic  development  corresponds 
to  the  deductions,  proofs  and  conclusiogs,  which  a 
skilful  logician  knows  how  to  draw  from  some 
fruitful  proposition.  The  combination  of  two  or 
more  themes,  contrasted  in  their  melodic  plan  and 
in  their  rhythmical  movement,  gives  a  type  of  the 
appro.ximation  of  two  thoughts,  which  seem  at 
first  to  have  nothing  in  common  with  each  other, 
but  out  of  whose  unforeseen  contact  a  design  sud- 
denly becomes  perceptible,  which  charms  by  its 
novelty  and  surprises  by  its  clearness.  In  short, 
is  not  the  unity  of  subject,  strictly  adhered  to  and 
wisely  connected  with  all  the  incidental  and  epi- 
sodical details,  alike  a  merit  in  the  rhetorician  and 
the  contrapuntist  ?  Arrangement,  method,  clear- 
ness, strength  and  just  combination,  natural  limits 
of  the  object,  logic,  in  short,  all  such  expressions 
may  with  equal  propriety  be  used  concerning 
works  of  music  and  works  of  the  written  or  the 
spoken  word.  Does  not  the  identity  of  the  de- 
signations here  prove  the  complete  accuracy  of  the 
correspondence. 

And  yet,  how  strange  !  the  more  a  composition 
through  analogy  approaches  that  kind  of  elo- 
quence, which  is  called  deliberative  or  demonstra- 
tive, the  less  does  the  sense  of  the  work  admit  of 
verbal  commentaries.  Whence  comes  this  V  It 
follows  from  the  fact,  that  between  verbal  and 
musical  logic  there  always  lies  the  difl'erence  be- 
tween thinking  and  feeling.  The  better  a  truth 
of  abstract  feeling  has  been  analyzed  and  pre- 
sented in  the  language  of  feeling,  the  less  will  the 
language  of  reason,  or  spoken  words,  affect  this 
series  of  corollaries  in  note:,  which  prove  nothing, 
unless  they  be  resolved  into  an  emotion  of  the 


heart  or  an  enjoyment  for  the  ears.  Just  so  it  is 
in  another  sphere,  that  of  the  pure  Mathematics, 
in  which  truths  in  the  same  way  elude  verbal 
logic,  and  can  only  be  given  through  algebraical 
and  numerical  formulas. 

Among  the  works  in  the  contrapuntal  style  there 
are  doubtless  many,  of  which  the  general  charac- 
ter may  be  defined.  There  are  gloomy  and 
mournful  fugues,  and  again  there  are  others,  that 
ring  out  in  jubilant  and  cheerful  tones.  But  nei- 
ther this  mornfulness  nor  this  joy  have  the  posi- 
tive, dramatic  and  passionate  expression,  which 
they  would  necessarily  have,  if  they  were  called 
forth  by  one  of  those  external  incitements,  which 
occasion  revolutions  in  the  soul.  You  feel  noth- 
ing causal  in  the  psychological  state  expressed 
by  the  fugue;  you  easily  perceive  the  soaring  up 
of  passion  to  its  object.  It  is  a  disposition  of  the 
soul,  which  is  either>ustomary  or  voluntary,  and 
which,  in  the  want  of  outward  nourishment,  turns 
back  upon  itself  and  works  through  itself;  a  mix- 
ture of  feeling  and  reflection,  of  dreams  and  in- 
spiration ;  a  state  therefore,  whose  modifications, 
shades  and  phases  do  not  admit  of  analysis. 

When  we  reflect  upon  all  these  properties  of 
music,  some  of  which  penetrate  so  far  down  into 
those  depths  of  the  soul,  that  are  most  inaccessible 
to  the  understanding  and  to  words,  we  see  before 
all  things,  how  much  they  approach  the  nature  of 
the  religious  sentiment,  and  why  the  contrapuntal 
and  fugued  styles  have  been  principally  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  church;  the  only  direct 
application  of  music  in  which  the  two  significa- 
tions and  the  two-fold  values,  between  which  we 
have  been  laboring  to  point  out  the  distinction, 
have  met  and  become  identical.  What  musician 
has  not  felt  the  everlasting  harmony  of  the  sub^ 
lime  church  music  with  the  sublime  act  which  it 
accompanies  ?  Hear  those  voices,  rising  one  after 
the  other  in  slow  and  sustained  tones ;  they  inter- 
twine and  separate  like  the  spiral  wreaths  of  in- 
cense rising  from  the  censer,  while,  now  higher 
and  now  lower,  they  continually  echo  the  same 
complaining  words.  That  is  not  the  expression 
of  a  passion,ate  grief,  one  of  those  torturing  ago- 
nies of  rtesh  and  blood  :  but  it  is  the  hoTy  and 
poetic  sorrow,  which  announces  itself  in  the  old 
cathedrals;  it  is  the  utterance  of  our  common 
misery  at  tiie  foot  of  the  cross,  ever  repeated  and 
evermore  the  same.  The  AUeijro  of  a  jubilant 
fugue  follows  upon  the  Andante.  Is  this  the  re- 
verberation of  a  wordly  festi%'al,  the  martial  sound 
of  triumph,  or  the  announcement  through  thous- 
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ands  of  the  people's  voices  of  some  happy  na- 
tional event  ?  Nothing  of  all  that.  This  chorus 
expresses  the  solemnity  of  the  Lord's  day ;  it 
celebi-ates  an  altogether  mystical  feast;  it  sings  in 
unison  with  all  Christian  Eonls,  who,  weary  of  the 
bustle  of  the  world,  have  come  to  hear  the  hymns 
of  the  king  of  prophets  and  the  concerts  of  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem. 

It  may  have  been  remarked,  that  the  stumbling 
blocks,  commonly  placed  between  works  in  the 
contrapuntal  style  and  the  majority  of  hearers, 
frequently  seem  not  to  exist  in  the  church  music ; 
the  ignorant  appear  to  understand  it  about  as  well 
as  the  initiated.  We  have  already  given  one  of 
the  reasons  of  this  exception  ;  but  there  is  another, 
far  more  universal,  since  it  operates  without  dis- 
tinction upon  hearers  of  all  countries  and  com- 
munions. There  is  an  acoustic  reason  at  the  bot- 
tom of  it. 

The  remarkable  resonance,  in  buildings  devot- 
ed to  public  worship,  swells  the  volume  of  tone, 
rendering  a  multitude  of  details  imperceptible ;  it 
in  a  manner  simplifies  the  music  and  lends  to  the 
material  effect  a  force,  which  is  enough  to  shake 
the  hearer,  and  that  entirely  without  any  assis- 
tance of  the  composition,  supposing  it  to  be  well 
executed.  Scarcely  has  the  piece  begun,  when 
you  surrender  yourself  with  a  shudder  to  that 
irresistible  power  of  the  accords  produced  by  a 
hundred  select  voices,  strengthened  by  a  crowd 
of  symphonists,  through  which  is  heard  the  harmo- 
nic storm  of  the  organ  roaring,  making  the  whole 
sonorous  building  tremble.  And  you  will  say  "  It 
is  God's  voice."  Yes,  it  is  the  voice  of  God,  mak- 
ing itself  heard  through  one  of  the  most  adorable 
laws  of  his  creation. 

While  the  harmonic  effects  are  thus  rounded 
off  and  consolidated  in  rreat  masses,  the  ear 
ceases  to  be  much  perplexed  by  details,  which 
would  have  been  quite  bewildering,  had  they  been 
more  distinctly  heard.  So  far  is  this  the  case, 
that  a  Mass,  when  reduced  to  the  simplest  possible 
mode  of  execution  and  heard  as  a  Quartet  or  Quin- 
tet in  a  chamber,  is  frequently  no  longer  reco"- 
nized  by  the  very  hearer,  who  had  been  trans- 
ported by  it  during  divine  service. 

These  remarks  explain  many  things  in  the  past 
and  in  the  present  of  Music.  AVe  now  know  why 
the  fugued  counterpoint,  which  grew  always  more 
and  more  offensive  and  was  gradually  excluded 
from  all  profane  compositions,  after  Bach  and 
Handel  found  its  last  place  of  refuge  in  the 
temples ;  why  it  pleased  in  the  church  and  dis- 
pleased elsewhere  ;  and  why,  since  its  re-introduc- 
tion, the  mass  of  the  dilettanti  have  yet  been  able 
to  perceive  no  gusto  in  it  in  the  Chamber  music. 
If  in  our  day  we  see  many  voluntary  martyrs  to 
the  contrapuntal  style,  who  impose  upon  them- 
selves the  penance  of  hearing  a  Quartet  worked 
off,  it  is  because  the  title  of  dilettante  has  become 
a  sort  of  standing  in  the  world,  a  card  of  intro- 
duction, opening  many  doors  to  one,  which  but 
for  that  would  have  remained  shut  against  him. 
We  are  obliged  to  be  kind  and  patient  hearers  of 
musicians  who  play  gratis.  One  chocks  himself, 
when  the  tendency  to  gape  comes  over  him  too 
heavily,  and  utters  ever  and  anon  the  exclama- 
tions :  exquisite  !  wonderful !  divine  !  like  the  sen- 
tinel's:   Who's  there  !  to  show  that  he  is  awake. 

How  much  easier  living  it  is,  on  the  contrai-y, 
in  the  Opera,  in  the  land  of  musical  freedom, 
where  the  listeners  recover  their  full  natural  in- 
dependence !     Every  one  is  there  for  his  money's 


worth  ;  every  one  is  sovereign  judge  of  the  satis- 
faction that  he  buys ;  and  if  the  great  multitude 
does  not  find  this  satisfaction  there,  then  woe  to 
the  composer  or  the  playei-s !  We  have  a  right 
to  abuse  those  who  rob  us.  Here  the  pu'olic 
reigns  despotic,'and  the  taste  of  the  many  from 
of  old  has  been  the  supreme  law.  In  the  theatre 
there  is  no  appeal  from^the  decision  of  the  pub- 
lic; the  sentence  is  executed  the  moment  it  is 
passed,  and  the  condemned  always  have  the  worst 
of  it. 

What  should  we  think  of  a  composer,  who 
should  be  fool  enough  to  multiply  in  his  works 
the  thoughts  and  forms  of  a  style,  which,  he  knows 
from  positive  experience,'',would  be  the  surest 
means  of  utterly  displeasing  his  supreme  judges  ? 
Yet  such  a  fool,  whom  we  should  suppose  utterly 
impossible,  has  once  existed.  His  name  was  Mo- 
zart. 

I  have  enlarged  a  good  deal  on  the  contrapun- 
tal style ;  I  have  perhaps  said  too  much  about  it. 
But  I  have  done  so  for  the  reason,  that  celebrated 
writers  seem  to  me  to  have  spoken  neither  suffici- 
ently, nor  as  they  should  have  done,  about  it.  But 
inasmuch  as  this  branch  of  music  is  the  most  dif- 
ficult, the  least  understood,  the  least  explained 
and,  more  than  that,  the  one  of  which  I  felt  the 
most  concerned  to  give  a  correct  idea,  I  trust 
that  my  diffusiveness  will  be  pardoned. 

The  other  style  hardlj'  requires  the  same  amount 
of  explanations.  Melody  is  ground  for  every- 
body's feet.  Whoever  loves  Music  loves  Melody, 
and  for  the  human  race  en  masse  Melody  makes 
up  the  whole  of  music.  Besides,  I  have  already 
in  a  certain  manner  sought  to  enumerate  its  neg- 
ative properties,  in  endeavoring  to  indicate  the 
sphere  and  limits  of  the  fugued  style.  All  that 
this  latter  cannot  do.  Melody,  with  the  aid  of  Har- 
mony, reduced  to  mere  accompaniment,  can  do. 
In  this  simplified_.form,  if  Melody  can  move  freely, 
she  lends  expression  to  all  positive  emotions,  even 
to  images  of  visible,  imitated,  or  poetically  felt 
phenomena  ;  she  interprets  words  and  lends  thera 
thereby  an  unwonted  power ;  in  the  theatre  she 
kindles  up  within .  us  all  the  passions,  which  she 
knows  how  to  portray  and  excite  ;  she  furnishes 
the  executive  talents  with  the  means  of  their  tri- 
umphs; she  pours  out  streams  of  rapture  through 
the  organ  of  a  euphonious  voice,  or  through  the 
vibrations  of  an  instrument,  and  transports  a 
whole  public  into  that  enthusiasm,  which  is  open- 
ly manifested  on  the  ai'rival  of  a  virtuoso  of  the 
first  rank.  Is  it  not  Melody  again  that  conjures 
up  the  dearest  shadows  of  the  past,  and  with  a 
few  magic  notes  carries  you  back  into  the  times 
of  a  bliss  long  vanished,  or  spans  long  distances 
and  leads  the  sorrowing  soul  into  its  home  ?  Is  it 
not  she,  that  sustains  the  courage  of  the  warrior 
and  inspires  him  in  the  hour  of  battle  ?  She, 
that  lends  fervor  to  our  most  cheerful  festivals  ? 
She  that  leads  straightway  to  the  fountain,  where- 
at poor  humanity  most  commonly  drinks  oblivion 
and  consolation  for  its  sorrows  ?  that  speaks  to  us 
so  gracefully  of  Love  and  makes  us  more  suscep- 
tible thereof?  It  is  still  always  Melody.  And  if 
I  connot  give  myseJf  up  to  Love,  says  some  one,  1 
at  least  make  Music  ;  and  this  at  least  marks  ex- 
cellently well  the  correspondence  of  these  two 
occupations.  This  is  what  the  rhetoricians  call 
the  sublime  in  thought. 

By  the  side  of  these  attributes  of  the  harmoni- 
co-melodic  style,  the  delights  of  counterpoint  seem 
very  weak  and  very  insignificant.     But  all  things 


have  their  compensation  in  this  world.  If  Melody 
is  an  eternal  principle  for  the  rejuvenescence  of 
Music,  so  too  it  is  an  ever  present  cause  of  its 
corruption  and  its  death.  By  the  ease,  with  which 
it  assumes  all  colors  and  accomodates  itself  to  all 
forms,  by  its  subserviency  to  the  most  moody  and 
transient  influences.  Melody  makes  any  given 
system  of  composition  to  appear,  so  far  as  the 
hearers  are  concerned,  as  either  national  or  for- 
eign, antiquated  or  new.  It  founds  the  momentary 
taste  and  it  destroys  it.  The  instability  peculiar 
to  this  element  of  music  became  stil!  greater  with 
a  superficial  and  almost  primitive  harmony,  like 
that  in  the  majority  of  the  Italian  operas  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  At  first,  when  it  held  sole 
sway,  the  power  of  the  ruling  melody  was  so  much 
the  greater;  but  it  soon  lost  its  attractive  energy, 
since  it  had  surrendered  itself  with  too  little  re- 
serve to  the  wishes  of  the  ear.  ^W^orks  in  this 
style,  called  homophonic  (one-voiced),  that  is 
to  say  purely  melodic,  generally  soon  wear  out ; 
we  see  them  in  their  decline  follow  the^opposite 
progression  from  that  indicated  by  their  growing 
favorj;  the  melancholy  progi-ess  from  indifference 
to  satiety,  and  from  satiety  to  loathing.  They 
were  loved  more;^  and  more,  because];  they|were 
well  known  ;  and  they  ceased  to  be  loved,  because 
they  were_known  too  well.;^^.' And  then  the  mnsic 
is  no  more  than  a  dried  up  flower,  which  has  out- 
lived its  colors  and  its  fragrance  ;j  a  noble  wine, 
which^has'Jost  its  fine  aroma. 

This  mournful  type,  and  yet  too  true,  of  our 
enjoyments  gives  the  true  measure  for  both  styles 
of  music,  viewed  from  their  opposition  find  their 
equipoise,  since  they  both  have  a  for  and  an 
against.  The  enjoyments,  which  Melody  creates, 
are  incomparably  more  lively ;  those  of  Counter- 
point on  the  contrary  far  more  enduring.  The 
former  are  had  ^raa's,  the  latter  must  be  purchased 
by  labor  and  study;  like  the  pleasures  of  the  mind 
which  they  represent  in  music,  so  far  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  represent  them  in  that.  In  the  analogies 
of  the  melodic  style  we  find  again  all  the  expres- 
sion and  emotional  power  of  speech,  the  passions 
with  their  joys  and  sorrows.  Counterpoint  occu- 
pies the  opposite  psychological  domain  ;  its  serious 
expressions  do  not  harmonize  much  with  sensuality; 
they  touch  the  Infinite  on  all  sides ;  they  address 
inefiable  words  to  the  soul ;  they  talk  with  it  the 
exalted  language  of  Poesy,  which  flashes  from 
the  vaulted  firmament  in  characters  of  fire ;  and 
the  thought  readily  suggests  itself,  that,  had  the 
stars  an  audible  as  they  have  a  visible  voice,  the 
mathematical  laws,  having  become  euphonious, 
would  spread  abroad  the  combinations  of  the 
Fugue  ;  and  that  the  harmony  of  the  spheres  would 
then  be  a  sOng  of  innumerable  themes,  as  many 
as  there  are  separate,  and  yet  united  worlds,  to 
sing  the  praise  of  the  Father  of  all  worlds. 
[To  be  continued  ] 


[From  Novello^s  JVIusicll  Times.] 

Mozart's  12th  Mass  Analyzed. 

BY    E.    HOLMES. 

The  origin  of  the  Twelfth  Mass  seems  to  be  in- 
dicated by  3Iozart  in  one  of  his  lettprs  from  Man- 
heim  in  1778,  in  which,  speculating  on  the  best 
means  of  getting  an  appointment  at  that  place,  he 
writes  ;  "  I  intend  to  compose  a  new  grand  Mass. 
and  present  it  to  th«  Elector."  The  character  of 
the  music,  destined  for  some  impertant  festival  of 
the  Church,  displays  him  in  this  work  not  so  much 
employing  his  own  pen  as  imitating  the  Italian 
style,  which  was  in  vogue  towards  the  close  of  the 
ISlh   century  ;  and   yet,   as  v\'as  his  custom  when 
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adopting  another  style,  blending  and  insinuating 
liis  own  therewith  in  a  manner  which  distinguishes 
him  from  all  musicians.  What  is  curious  and  re- 
markable in  this  direction  of  his  artistic  power,  is, 
that  the  pieces  he  produced  under  the  shelter  of 
another's  fame,  which  are  abundant  in  his  Opera 
and  Church  music,  and  in  his  Pianoforte  works, 
remain  to  this  day  some  of  the  most  pleasing  and 
popular.  They  do  not  wear  out,  but  still  survive 
in  fresh  fervor,  while  works  to  which  they  owe 
their  birth  have  mostly  descended  to  the  stream  of 
oblivion.  Whatever  of  the  foreign  style  passed 
through  the  mind  of  this  composer,  whether  ma- 
jestic, elcsant,  or  fanciful,  came  out  in  the  imita- 
tion heightened  and  embellished.  He  seized  upon 
what  was  excellent  in  the  minds, of  others  as  well 
as  in  his  own  ;  the  same  power  which  gave  him 
the  perfect  control  of  his  own  ideas,  made  him 
equal  master  of  those  of  others  ;  and  Mozart  seems 
never  more  happy  than  in  holding  his  own  mirror 
to  one  of  his  friends,  and  showing  him  to  himself 
in  it,  more  elegant  and  more  charming  than  he 
imagined. 

The  instrumental  parts  of  the  Tvs'elfth  Mass 
want  only  clarinet  and  finte  parts  to  meet  the  full 
capacity  of  a  grand  orchestra  of  the  present  time. 
Being  in  this  respect  equal  in  extent  to  the  scale 
jm  which  Mozart  prepared  most  of  his  later  sym- 
phonies— with  parts  for  two  violas  throughout — the 
Manheim  orchestra  (in  177S  the  first  in  Germany) 
seems  to  be  indicated.  In  further  confirmation  of 
this,  we  have  the  pervading  Italian  style  of  the 
music,  intended  to  gratify  a  Court  where  that  taste 
predominated,  where  Italian  singers  performed  the 
solo  parts,  and  for  whom,  in  compliance  with  the 
prejudices  of  their  education,  Mozart  has  not  for- 
gotten to  supply  at  due  intervals  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  florid  solos.  Some  of  the  passages  of  these 
solos,  written  principally  to  display  compass,  as 
may  be  seen  in  the  florid  examples  for  the  bass 
and  tenor  in  the  Benedictus,  are  among  the  parts 
of  the  work  most  open  to  hostile  criticism.  Other 
blemishes  which  musicians  have  noticed,  are  the 
so-called  Rosalia — repetitions  of  passages  a  note 
higher — the  undue  prolongation  of  sequences — oc- 
casional lapses  in  the  rules  of  counterpoint — and, 
above  all,  we  have  heard  the  complaint  of  undue 
length.  Though  much  of  this  is  founded  in  truth, 
and  originates  in  the  concessions  which  Mozart 
made  to  the  old  style,  it  may  also  be  affirmed  that 
not  a  single  antiquated  passage  appears  which  lie 
has  not  accompanied  and  atoned  for  by  some  mod- 
ern beauty.  It  is  indeed  curious  to  find  that  he, 
who  latterly  pruned  his  ideas  so  scrupulously, 
should  allow  himself  to  extend  one  thought  through 
many  bars  :  but  this  was  peculiar  to  the  old  school 
of  writing — the  composer  was  imitating  it,  and  he 
would  not  do  things  by  halves.  He  would  rather 
find  out  something  in  iteration  itself  to  please.  As 
for  undue  length,  that  will  scarcely  be  found  an  ob- 
jection of  any  force,  when  aH  the  resources  of  the 
orchestra  are  engaged.  The  parts  omitted  in  ar- 
rangements are  the  frequent  canse  of  erroneous 
judgments  being  passed  upon  works;  and  we 
should  beware  of  the  liability  to  be  led  astray 
by  listening  to  curtailed  and  factitious  copies. 
The  master  must  be  saved  or  condemned  on  the 
evidence  of  his  production  in  its  unity  and  com- 
pleteness 

Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  for  and 
against  the  Twelfth  Mass,  its  history  in  England 
is  peculiar — for  never  has  any  work  of  the  kind 
been  so  popular,  its  melodies  almost  rivalling  in 
that  respect  those  of  the  Zanbcrjiote  or  Don  Gio- 
vanni.  It  has  been  translated  from  its  original 
destination  in  the  Catholic  choir,  to  the  theatre, 
the  cathedral,  the  drawing  room.  As  the  earliest 
ambition  of  the  aspirir>g  bass  singer  is  to  perform 
the  Kyrie,  its  echoes  have  doubtless  extended  to 
many  of  the  haunts  of  secular  business  ;  its  melo- 
dy, caught  up,  has  been  hummed  unexpectedly  in 
many  a  place  where  melody  is  rare,  lightening  for 
a  wiiile  the  burden  of  life.  Men  of  all  professions 
may  avouch  the  truth  of  this  statement. 

The  Kyrie,  in  G,  ^^,  is  introduced  by  a  bass 
solo  full  of  sweetness  and  grace,  and  of  a  simpli- 
city which  gains  the  suifrages  of  every  musical 
taste  natural  or  cultivated.  The  rhythmical  periods 
of  the  melody,  four  bars  long — completing  the  sub- 
ject in  eight  bars,  give  dignity  as  well  as  breadth 
to  the  melody.  Fine  tone  in  the  bass  or  tenor 
voice  always  tells  eft'ectively  in  this  opening.  But 
the  most  charming  effect  of  these  commencing  bars 
occurs  where  the  soprano  and  alto  solo  join  the 
quartet,  singing  at  first  in  unison,  and  afterwards 
spreading  out  over  the  harmony  of  the  seventh, 
the  stringed  instruments  at  the  same  time  accom- 
panying the  voices  in  unison  : — 


3^- 
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■  -  son,  Kyri  -  e 


In  this  phrase  of  the  Kyrie,  Mozart  has  this  sin- 
gular accompaniment  for  the  first  bassoon  : — 


m 


^M; 


:???: 


Whether  these  chromatic-  passing  notes  do  not  in- 
jurethe  clearness  and  purity  of  the  vocal  passage, 
and  appear  as  a  superfluous  after-thought,  is  open 
to  question.  In  our  opinion,  if  the  author  had 
ever  in  later  years  reviewed  the  score  of  this  work, 
he  would  have  struck  his  pen  through  them.  The 
passages  of  chromatic  passing  notes  in  the  first 
bassoon,  which  strike  the  reader  as  so  remarkable 
in  perusing  the  score  of  this  Kyrie,  were  certainly 
deliberately  written,  for  they  are  introduced  with 
symmetrical  regularity.  Sometimes  they  are  hap- 
py; alike  original  and  boldly  defiant  of  the  pre- 
cedent which  chiefly  reigned  in  music  in  the  last 
century.  In  the  cadence  on  G,  just  before  the 
commencement  "of  the  Cliriste  cleison,  while  the 
voices  and  part  of  the  orchestra  sustain  the  domi- 
nant seventh,  the  first  bassoon  makes  a  curious  and 
agreeable  passage  of  contrary  motion  against  the 
violins  in  octaves  : — 


Bassoons. 

To  begin  on  the  seventh  and  to  make  the  seventh 
ascend  are  certainly  two  offences  against  the  letter 
of  the  law  in  music  ;  yet  the  composer  should  al- 
ways chiefly  remember  the  rules,  that  he  may  with 
fuller  assurance  find  out  good  opportunities  to  set 
himself  above  them.  Nature  teaches  certain  laws 
with  respect  to  progressions  of  parts  and  the  reso- 
lution of  discords,  which  are  not  the  less  good  and 
worthy  of  respect  because  genius  is  continually 
finding  the  means  to  alter  or  evade  them,  and  still 
they  give  an  edge  to  discovery  ;  for  beauty  in  com- 
position to  strike  the  ear  with  freshness  must  be 
associated  with  what  is  unexpected  and  uncom- 
mon. To  the  innovations  of  Mozart  we  owe  that 
high  ideal  of  music  which  still  subsists  and  makes 
real  composition  the  work  of  a  select  few. 

At  the  Christe  eleison  the  voices  subside  into 
secondary  interest,  and  the  orchestra  proceeds 
with  a  feature  of  agreeable  movement  in  the 
violins  : —  ^ 

Violi.  all 


Bassi. 


By  one  of  our  Composer's  characteristic  transi- 
tions, this  passage  is  afterwards  reproduced  in  E 
minor,  in  which  key  it  is  more  piquant  by  contrast. 
The  instrumental  orchestra,  exchanging  now  and 
then  its  prominence  with  an  energetic  choral  uni- 
son on  the  words  "  Christe  eleison,''^  maintains  the 
interest  of  this  intermediate  part  of  the  Kyrie  with 
pretty  ornate  passages  for  the  violins,  a  very  easy 
track  of  modulation,  duets  for  the  middle  voices 
in  the  simple  old  Italian  taste,  and  phrases  very 
often  repeated.  We  have  thought  with  some  pains 
whether  these  repetitions  could  not  be  retrenched; 

*  Composers  for  the  Orchestra  know  that  it  is  n^^ceseary  to 
write  what  will  please  the  player  and  interest  him  in  liis  part, 
as  well  as  please  his  hearers.  Moz.art  seldom  overlooked  this 
consideration — all  his  instrumental  parts  have  pleasure  for  the 
performer. 


and  though  places  might  be  found,  yet  the  effect 
of  the  music  would  on  the  whole  suffer  by  exci- 
cision.  We  are  content  to  hear  the  chords  of  the 
dominant  and  tonic  revolve  six  times  in  succession 


on  such  a  bass  as  this  : —  E^Iftzsz^Z 
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for  the  sake  of  what  it  is  to  introduce,  which  Mo- 
zart had  evidently  well  considered. 

But  the  grand  and  remarkable  piece  of  repeti- 
tion is  the  pedal  point  on  the  dominant,  which  ex- 
tends through  twelve  bars  by  gradations  of  one  note 
descending.     The  voices  begin  thus  : — 


Christe,    christe  e  -  lei  -  son, 
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p    Christe  e  -  lei  -  -  son.       p 

In  accompanying  this,  the  high  horns  in  G  sus- 
tain the  pedal  D  in  the  middle  of  the  harmony, 
and  the  oboes  and  bassoons  redouble  the  soprano 
and  alto  parts  in  the  upper  and  lower  octave,  caus- 
ing the  dis'sonances  to  come  very  close  to  the  ped- 
al, and  the  whole  passage  to  display,  as  it  goes  on, 
very  curious  positions  of  harmony.  How  the  Ita- 
lian musicians  must  have  opened  their  ears  at  these 
double  octaves  in  long  succession,  when  a  single 
consecutive  progression  of  them  was  forbidden  in 
ancient  counterpoint : — 


Bassoons. 

'  AAA. 


Viol. 

AAAr^_ 


We  have  never  realized  the  full  effect  of  this  pro- 
gression as  it  stands  in  the  score  ;  with  the  mere 
voices  and  stringed  instruments  it  is  charming,  and 
can  never  be  heard  by  the  musician  without  plea- 
sure. On  the  return  to  the  subject,  we  have  what 
we  had  before  with  new  florid  elegance  in  the  vio- 
lin parts,  and  this  long  but  very  characteristic  and 
beautiful  movement  is  brought  to  a  close.  _What- 
ever  there  is  merely  pretty  and  popular  in  this 
Kyrie  is  redeemed  by  passages  of  such  musician- 
ship in  the  melody  and  harmonizing  that  none  but 
a  Mozart  could  have  written  them  ;  and  the  same 
success  everywhere  attended  his  compositions, 
whether  he'wrote  dramatic  choruses  in  his  Salzburg 
Masses  to  please  himself  and  his  friends,  or  went 
out  of  his  way  to  adopt  some  peculiar  and  favorite 
style  to  flatter  the  ears  of  an  elector  who  liked 
Italian  music  and  thought  Jomelli  the  model  of 
perfection.         :5f:         #         #        #        #        # 

Reserved  for  a  grand  effect,  and  in  contrast  with 
the  soft  melodious  Kyrie,  we  have  the  Gloria  in 
C.  Allegro  moderato,  4-4,  the  orchestra  reinforced 
by  horns,  trumpets,  and  drums.  The  siccessive 
notes  of  the  common  chord  extending  in  unison 
from  the  key-note  to  the  tenth,  form  a  subject  of 
great  simplicity;  but  yet,  delivered  by  a  good 
choir,  they  sound  so  grand  and  jubilant,  that,  when 
years  ago,  under  the  Kemble  management,  the 
gorgeous  cathedral  coronation  scene  of  Charles  X, 
at  Paris,  was  represented  at  Covent-garden  Thea- 
tre, this  music  to  accompany  it  was  adopted  by 
common  consent  of  both  managers  and  musicians, 
and  nothing  fitter  for  the  occasion  could  be  wished. 
Mozart  did  not  wish  miscellaneous  hearers  to  he- 
sitate in  their  impressions  of  this  part  of  his  work, 
but  that  it  should  strike  at  once  :  hence  its  fitness 
for  dramatic  purposes.  It  has  been  remarked  that 
the  trumpets  are  silent  in  the  opening  bars,  though 
the  introduction  intones  the  natural  notes  of  their 
scale.  By  this  reservation,  however,  the  passage 
is  saved  from  a  certain  vulgarity  which  would  have 
ensued,  had  too  much  been  done  ;  and  the  effect 
in  the  first  burst  of  choral  harmony — "-In  excelsis 
Deo  gloria" — is  enhanced.  What  follows  is  a  pas- 
sage of  mere  effect,  consisting  almost  entirely  of  re- 
petition :  it  is  prolonged  for  eighteen  bars  ;  and  then 
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after    the    powerful 
unison, 
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Mozart  introduoes,  for  belter  hearers,  this  uncom- 
monly elegant  and  characteristic  phrase,  in  which 
the  real  author  will  be  instantly  recognized  : — 


Tiolini  all 
Sva 


Soprano 
Alto. 
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Not  only  do  the  short  notes  of  the  voices  accom- 
panying piano  produce  a  beautiful  and  unusual  ef- 
fect, but  they  afford  an  opening  for  the  fine  hold- 
ing notes  of  the  wind  instruments.  It  is  in  creat- 
ing such  opportunities  that  the  master  shows  his 
skill,  and  in  filling  them  up  the  most  passionate 
impulses  of  his  pen — his  worit  is  to  'him  manifest 
enjoyment. 

The  regular  and  skilfully  prepared  crescendo 
which  is  afterwards  introduced  twice,  must  have 
certainly  been  unusual  in  its  day  ;  not  any  other  of 
Mozart's  Masses,  and  no  Opera  of  the  same  date, 
■with  which  we  are  acquainted,  exhibiting  that 
great  effect  of  the  modern  orchestra  in  a  point  of 
so  much  stress  and  importance.  If  church  music 
could  have  dispensed  with  the  crescendo — this  effect 
and  its  opposite,  the  decrcscendo,  have  certainly 
been  the  life  and  the  soul  of  the  musical  drama, 
and  of  all  symphony,  orchestral  and  quartet  music. 
They  have  given  expression  to  melody  and  a  new 
charm  to  harmonic  combinations;  nothing  has 
more  dazzled  the  faculties  of  hearers,  and  stimulat- 
ed or  lulled  their  senses.  *        *        * 

To  say  that  Mozart  first  invented  the  crescendo 
■would  be  to  assume  too  much,  because  this  effect 
seems  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  progress  of 
execution  on  instruments — an  art  which,  when  ad- 
vanced, would  leave  players  little  satisfied  with  the 
contrasts  of  loud  and  soft,  as  they  were  directed 
to  be  used  of  old,  and  from  time  immemorial,  when 
instruments  were  first  united  to  voices.  Even  the 
first  symphonisis,  Stamitz  and  Vanhall,  can  hard- 
ly have  overlooked  the  necessity  of  fine  gradations 
as  well  as  of  broad  contrasts  of  tone  in  their 
■works;  but  the  full  and  complete  illustration  of 
this  department  of  inusical  effect  was  certainly  re- 
served for  Mozart.  He  was  practising  it  all  his 
life,  and  became  more  and  more  skilful  in  those 
touches  of  the  orchestra,  which,  by  the  gradual 
addition  of  the  instruments  sounding  in  Ibe  score, 
place  harmonies  in  new  positions,  and  make  the 
music  swell  or  die  away  in  a  manner  suited  to  the 
passion  and  expression  of  the  scene. 

Mozart  seldom  suffers  himself  to  be  inspired  by 
words  ;  he  rather  expands  and  amplifies  sentiments 
and  situations.  In  this  Gloria,  however,  there  is 
unusual  declamation,  and  a  very  triumphant  ex- 
pression of  the  theme.  After  enjoying  the  concep- 
tion of  a  happy  effect,  the  musician  generally  turns 
his  thoughts  towards  its  contrivance  in  the  score, 
to  examine  the  means  which  conduce  to  the  end. 
In  the  climax  of  this  crescendo,  at  Bonce  volun- 
tatis, where  the  basses  f^a. 
ascend  to   an  unusually  j,^-^ —    "!~    |    , ^^— * 
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of  the  thrilling    sounds 
■which      strong      voices  Bo  -  nae.       Bo  -  n«, 

produce  upon  these  notes,  especially  in  a  chorus, 
doubtless  entered  the  composer's  mind  when  he 
imagined  the  passage. 

It  is  evident  that  this  music  was  addressed  to  ears 
addicted  to  the  simple  career  of  the  modulation  of 
the  day.  Nothing  can  be  less  calculated  to  surprise 
than  the  changes  of  key  which  introduce  the  return 


to  the  subject  at  Domine  Deus.  The  cadence  of 
the  crescendo  is. in  G;  then  we  have  E  minor,  D  mi- 
nor, C ;  then  C  minor  and  A  flat,  a  sharp-sixth  on 
which  sets  us  down  at  once  at  the  place  whence  we 
came.  But  on  the  road  we  are  obliged  to  admire 
some  traits  of  Mozart  as  an  individual  composer— 7 
peculiarities  of  composition  introduced  by  him  into 
music,  which  he  maintained  through  his  life,  distin- 
guishing his  voluptuous  ear  and  the  spirit  of  enjoy- 
ment which  possessed  him. 

No  one  has  so  exhausted  decoration  and  embellish- 
ment on  the  simplest  progressions  of  harmony.  The 
passing  from  the  dominant  seventh  to  the  common 
chord  makes  to  his  ear  a  very  agreeable  tune,  espe- 
cially when  he  has  the  leading  note  in  the  bass  ;  then 
he  will  goon  any  number  of  bars  for  the  mere  enjoy- 
ment of  the  sounds,  and  the  symmetrical  repetitions 
of  a  phrase,  and  the  mixture  of  the  holding  and  the 
moving  notes.  In  his  dramatic  music  he  is  so  ena- 
moured of  his  orchestra,  that  we  see  the  actors  often 
at  a  nonplus  in  their  parts  to  know  what  to  do,  and 
how  to  fill  them  out,  while  the  symphonies  are  sound- 
ing— which  should  certainly  he  imputed  to  him  as  a 
fault,  could  we  believe  that  he  had  not  duly  consid- 
ered that  part  of  his  work,  and  imagined  higher 
qualifications  in  singing  actors  than  they  often  pos- 
sess. 

Such  a  Mozartean  passage  as  has  just  been  de- 
scribed appears  in  the  youthful  work  before  us,  and 
precedes  the  words  laudamus,  benediciimts.  After 
one  thin  bar,  to  provoke 
the  ear — the  author,  con- 
tinuing the  same  feature 
for  the  violins,  alternates 
the  harmony  of  the  com- 
mon chord  and  6-5  for 
eight  bars,  in  this  man- 


Oboe. 
Corni. 


Violini. 
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The  pleasure  in  this  simple  progression  arises  from 
its  symmetrical  adjustment,  the  tones  of  the  instru- 
ments, the  dispersion  of  the  harmony,  the  rhythmical 
entrance  of  the  violas  and  basses,  and  of  the  voices. 
A  hundred  kindred  passages  might  be  selected  in 
Mozart's  works.  His  repetitions,  far  from  being 
those  of  a  povertj-'Stricken  invention,  are  employed 
precisely  because  the  ear  desires  them  ;  and  the  com- 
poser knew  his  audience  as  well  as  he  knew  his  own 
music.  He  saw,  like  a  poet,  beauties  in  familiar 
things,  which  were  overlooked  by  others,  because  of 
their  familiarity.  The  old  operatic  cadence  with  which 


the  Gloria  concludes, 
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he  has  introduced  at  the  close  of  many  songs  with  a 
profuse  and  inexhaustible  variety  of  invention  in  the 
orchestral  accompaniment. 

This  Gloria,  as  performed  by  the  Covent-garden 
orchestra,  is  still  iVesh  in  my  recollection  ;  and  it 
gives  me  pleasure  to  recall  the  beautiful  effect  of  the 
notes  of  the  oboes  holding  on  above  the  chorus,  as 
the  trebles  and  altos  descend  to  the  lower  parts  of 
their  scale  at  Gratias  agimus.  Everything  in  mu- 
sic, from  the  solo  4o  the  chorus,  requires  peculiar 
treatment  in  the  accompaniment ;  and  it  is  in  this 
department  that  the  modern  school  shows  its  great 
excellence  and  superiority.  Mozart  contents  himself 
with  putting  a  few  notes  in  the  right  places,  and  thus 
his  scores  are  extremely  clear  and  easy  to  read.  The 
school  of  Meyerbeer,  Mendelssohn,  arid  Berlioz  pro- 
duces fine  effects  by  an  opposite  system  of  elabora- 


tion ;  but  this  is  music  for  huge  orchestras  and  great 
houses :  we  cannot  take  it  home  with  us  and  enjoy  it 
at  the  pianoforte  like  that  of  Mozart.  The  highest 
attributes  of  genius  characterize  that  age  of  music 
in  which  scores  were  not  laboriously  filled  with  notes. 
Clear  thoughts,  rapidly  committed  to  paper,  and  easi- 
ly expressed,  distinguish  the  compositions  of  the 
Haydn  and  Mozart  school ;  and  these  will  be  always 
better  liked,  as  being  more  in  the  nature  of  music  it- 
self than  what  is  coldly  and  deliberately  planned, 
however  effective  under  circumstances. 

The  Qui  tollis.  Adagio,  C  minor,  3-4,  is  for  solo 
voices  and  chorus,  stringed  instruments,  oboes  and 
bassoons.  This  solemn,  grand,  and  ecclesiastical 
movement,  is  one  oL  the  finest  in  the  Mass;  and  yet 
it  is  not  so  much  in  Mozart's  own  style  as  in  that  of 
the  Italian  church  music  of  its  period.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  elegance  and  expression  of  the  soli  parts,  it 
contains  certain  passages  of  accompaniment  marked 
by  the  peculiar  taste  of  the  age,  and  which  by  succes- 
sive hearings  have  acquired  an  antique  and  formal 
character.  Mozart  was  assuredly  pleasing  his  hear- 
ers in  their  own  way  when  he  adopted  the  syncopated 
progression  in  the  bass  which  introduces  the  half  ca- 
dence on  the  dominant  in  the  passage  following ; — 
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All  who  have  experience  of  the  old  Italian  and  the 
English  opera  in  the  last  century,  will  remember  how 
common  it  was  to  use  such  a  progression  of  notes  in 
the  bass  to  introduce  a  cadenza.  Whatever  in  music, 
by  being  much  imitated,  acquires  powerful  associa- 
tions with  its  age,  is  liable  to  the  usual  fate  of  fa- 
shion ;  and  thus  certain  passages,  not  bad  when  they 
were  invented,  now  meet  the  ear  as  complete  repre- 
sentatives of  a  bygone  day,  as  to  the  eye  would  be 
the  contents  of  an  old  wardrobe — its  brocaded  waist- 
coats and  laced  coats.  This  passage  has  moreover  a 
faded  elegance  and  antique  character  from  the  double 
shake  with  which  the  solo  voices  close. 

But  the  chorus,  entering  in  long  notes  and  forte  at 
the  Miserere,  has  an  expression  of  exaltation  and  sol- 
emnity indestructible  by  time.  Let  what  change  will 
take  place  in  the  graces  of  melody  or  in  the  taste  for 
melodjous  progressions,  the  simple  and  grand  combi- 
nations of  harmony  will  always  remain  of  a  like  effect 
while  human  nature  remains  the  same.  The  digni- 
fied motion  of  the  first  violins  in  this  passage  of  the 
Adagio  adds  greatly  to  the  choral  elevation  expressed 
in  it : — 


Thus  far  might  be  the  work  of  Jomelli ;  but  at  the 
second  entrance  of  the  chorus,  at  suscipe  deprecaiio- 
nem,  the  harmonies  become  so  impassioned  and  dra- 
matic, that  the  true  composer  cannot  be  longer  con- 
cealed. The  symphony  of  the  close,  in  C  minor,  is  a 
piece  of  Mozart's  scoring,  which  is  pleasant  to  read 
and  imagine,  but  better  to  hear.  At  the  third  and 
last  entrance  of  the  chorus  the  composer  curtails 
what  had  been  before  heard,  and  substitutes  a  coda  of 
ten  bars  on  the  dominant  harmony  of  E  minor,  but 
avoids  a  cadence  in  that  key  by  taking  a  diminished 
seventh  on  B  natural.  The  iiy/scrcre,  which  is  sung 
tiitii  piano,  subsides  into  a  splendid  effect  of  pianissi- 
mo. Nothing  can  be  more  religious,  solemn,  and  af- 
fecting than  the  conclusion,  breathed  out  by  an  ac- 
complished choir — 
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The  Hew  Boston  Theatre. 

[From  tlio  New  York  Evening  PoRt.] 

It  is  situated  in  Washington  street,  near  the 
corner  of  AVest  street,  running  Vjaek  to  Mason 
street.  The  main  entrance  from  Washington 
street  is  twenty-two  feet  wiJe  and  100  feet  long, 
brolien  on  tlie  sides  by  an  engaged  arcade,  carry- 
ing a  groined  arched  ceiling  fourteen  feet  high. 
This  leads  to  a  vestibule  twentj'-two  by  twenty- 
eight  feet,  from  which  the  entrance  to  the  par- 
c^uette  lobby  is  on  the  right  hand,  and  in  front  is  a 
spacious  staircase  leading  to  the  dress  circle,  second 
tier  and  gallery,  which  by  an  arrangement  of  doors, 
may  be  made  to  communicate  with  all  these  por- 
tions of  the  house,  or  any  exclusively,  at  the  will 
of  the  manager.  The  entrance  to  the  parquette 
lobby  is  by  three  open  arches  eight  feet  wide 
each,  which  opens  to  view  a  vista  one  hundred 
and  twelve  feet  in  length,  terminating  in  the  re- 
freshment saloon  of  this  part  of  the  house.  This 
lobby_  is  si.\ty-three  by  thirty-two  feet ;  on  the 
rifrht  is  the  grand-  staircase,  and  opposite,  on  the 
left,  the  entrance  to  the  corridor  of  the  parquette 
by  three  arches  eight  feet  wide  each. 

The  grand  staircase  is  of  solid  oak,  and  starting 
with  a  few  steps  thirteen  feet  wide,  it  separates  on 
a  broad  landing  into  two  flights  of  nine  feet  in 
width  each,  and  lands  on  eith'er  side  in  the  lobby 
of  the  dress  circle,  directly  opposite  the  entrance 
to  the  corridor ;  this  lobby  is  fifty-five  feet  by  thirty- 
one  feet,  and  connected  with  it  at  one  end,  by  a 
curtained  arcade  on  either  side,  are  ladies'  retiring 
rooms,  elegantly  fitted  up,  and  having  adjoining 
them  cabinets  with  all  conveniences  for  disrobing, 
&c.  Continuous  with  the  lobby  and  separated  by 
an  arcade  "from  it,  is  the  principal  promenade 
saloon,  which  is  forty-two  feet  by  twenty-four 
feet,  and  twenty-six  high,  which  will  be  furnished 
with  rnarble  tables  and  refreshment  counter. 
There  is  also  a  lobby  connected  with  the  second 
tier  and  gallery,  which  is  fifty-five  by  thirty-one 
feet,  and  may  be  connected  with  the  second  fier 
only  if  desirable.  The  walls  of  the  lobby  and  sa- 
"loons  are  finished  with  engaged  arcades,  surmount- 
ed by  decorated  cornices"  and  richly  moulded. 
The  grand  staircase  is  surmounted  by  a  canopied 
ceiling  over  the  first  landing,  and  the  side  flights 
are  inclosed  by  light  open  arcades  of  great  beauty. 

The  corridors  are  eight  feet  wide,  and  the  wall 
separating  them  from  the  auditorium  is  of  brick ; 
adjoining  these  are  cloak  and  hat  rooms,  with 
water  closets,  &c.,  and  at  the  end  of  each,  next 
the  proscenium,  are  staircases,  which  may  be 
thrown  open  at  the  end  of  the  performance  and 
thus  enable  the  audience  to  go  out  from  all  parts 
of  tlie  corridors  by  separate  staircases. 

Besides  the  beibre-menlioned  entrances,  there 
is  one  from  Mason  street,  fourteen  feet  wide, 
which  enters  the  corridor  of  the  parquette  at  the 
right  hand  next  the  proscenium ;  and  another 
from  Washington  street,  connected  only  with  the 
gallery,  so  that  this  portion  of  the  house,  or  part 
of  it,  may  be  isolated  from  all  others;  the  stairs 
leading  to  it  are  seven  feet  wide,  of  iron  between 
brick  walls,  and  wholly  fire-proof.  The  passage 
from  Mason  street  is  also  separated  from  the 
stage  by  brick  walls. 

The  curtain  wall,  separating  the  auditorium 
from  the  stage,  is  of  brick,  sixteen  mches  thick, 
with  an  air  space,  and  rises  above  the  roof,  and 
also  divides  the  cellar  of  the  stage  from  that  be- 
low the  parquette,  leaving  the  opening  for  the 
curtain  as  tlie  only  one  by  which  fire  could  com- 
municate from  the  stage  to  the  auditorium ;  and 
as  experience  has  shown  that  in  case  of  fire  on 
the  stage  the  drafts  of  air  are  in  towards  it,  there 
would  be  but  little  danger  to  the  audience,  ex- 
cept from  falling  embers  and  a  return  draft  out 
of  the  curtain  at  the  top  of  the  arch,  in  order  to 
guard  against  which,  the  opening  of  the  curtain 
is  to  be  iirotected  by  an  iron  wire  curtain,  bal- 
anced by  weights,  which  will  allow  it  to  come 
down  slowly  by  detaching  a  hemp  rope,  which 
may  be  burnt  ofl'  in  case  the  person  in  charge 
neglects  his  duty  ;  and  the  top  of  the  proscenium 
arch  is  constructed  of  iron,  covered  with  wire 
gauze  and  plastered,  and  is  wholly  incombustible; 
that  portion  of  the  dome  near  the  sun  burner 
(hereafter  described)  is  constructed  in  the  same 
manner. 


The  auditorium  is  ninety  feet  wide,  and  from 
the  front  of  the  stage  to  the  back  of  the  boxes 
sixty-six  feet.  The  parquette  floor  is  formed 
dishing,  that  is,  rising  all  ways  from  the  centre 
towards  the  sides,  and  has  a  portion  of  the  seats 
under  tjie  dress  circle  raised  eight  inches,  and 
which  are  separated  from  the  rest  by  a  parterre. 
It  is  accessible  by  two  aisles  which  divide  the 
audience  into  three  groups,  the  principal  one  in 
front  of  the  stage.  There  are  three  tiers,  .ten  feet 
six  inches  deep,  except  in  the.  gallery,  which  is 
two  feet  six  inches  less.  In  front  of  the  first  or 
dress  circle  is  a  balcony,  two  seats  wide,  the  floor 
of  which  is  twenty  inches  lower  than  that  of  the 
boxes,  and  is  supported  by  three  inch  iron  columns, 
which  rest  on  the  parterre  below.  The  dress 
circle  and  secoiid  tier  have  eleven  boxes  each, 
which  are  in  front,  opposite  the  stage.  The  seats 
in  the  parquette  are  made  with  movable  backs 
and  seats,  so  that  when  the  audience  rise  the 
seats  fold  up  in  such  a  way  as  to  leave  ample 
space  to  pass  out.  These  seats  are  arm-chairs, 
with  Viacks,  seats,  and  arms  stufl'ed.  This  plan, 
however,  may  be  productive  of  much  incon- 
venience, as  it  requires  everj-  one  to  rise  in  order 
to  allow  a  person  to  pass  when  he  holds  a  seat  be- 
yond those  already  occupied.  The  rest  of  the 
house  is  provided  with  comfortable  seats ;  the 
space  allowed  for  each  seat  throughout  the  house 
is  nineteen  hy  thirty  inches. 

The  avant  scene  is  fiftj'-nine  feet  wide  in  front 
and  eight  feet  deep  at  sides.  The  stage  projects 
in  front  of  the  curtain,  in  the  middle,  eighteen 
feet.  There  are  three  proscenium  boxes  on  each 
side,  one  above  another.*  The  curtain.opening 
is  forty-eight  feet  wide,  forty-one  feet  hi"h,  with 
a  low  elliptical  arch. 

Behind  the  curtain,  the  stage  is  eightj^-seven 
feet  wide,  and  fifty-six  feet  deep.  The  cellar  be- 
low it  is  of  three  stories,  each  ten  feet  high,  with 
all  possible  machinery  for  the  descending  traps, 
&c.  Under  the  front  of  the  stage,  and  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  by  solid  masonry,  is  a  room 
connected  with  the  orchestra  for  the  musicians. 
In  the  rear  of  the  stage  is  an  entrance  for  actors, 
&c.;  and  immediately  adjoining  are  dressing 
rooms,  wardrobes  and  green  room,  with  all  pos- 
sible conveniences  for  their  use.  There  is  sufli- 
cient  space  above  the  stage  to  carry  up  all  the 
scenery  out  of  sight,  as  is  often  desirable  in  case 
of  spectacle,  &c.  The  fly-floor  presents  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  taffrail  of  a  ship,  with  its  wilder- 
ness of  rigging  for  the  working  of  the  complete 
machinery  above  the  stage.  The'  painting  room 
is  in  the  rear  of  and  above  the  stage,  with  good 
light,  and  under  the'  magic  hand  of  Mr.  Lehr, 
scenes  of  enchantment  are  f;\st  coming  into  life. 
The  construction  of  the  stage  and  its  machinery 
have  been  under  the  admirable  management  of 
Mr.  J.  A.  Johnson,  and,  in  extent,  it  is  unequalled 
in  this  country. 

The  ornamentation  and  decoration  of  the  au- 
ditorium have  been  designed  by  the  architects  in 
a  purely  classic  style.  Around  the  dome,  over 
the  parquette,  are  a  series  of  lunettes,  with  figures 
painted  in  colors  representing  the  twelve  months, 
and  two  larger  than  the  rest,  representing  Music 
and  the  Drama.  Surrounding  the  dome  are 
panels  in  light  and  shade,  with  trophies  of  music 
and  the  fine  arts.  In  spandrils  of  the  face  of  the 
proscenium  arch,  on  either  side,  are  paintings  in 
light  and  shade  of  the  busts  of  Shakspeare°and 
Mozart,  while  on  the  soffit  of  the  arch  beneath 
each,  are  on  the  one  side  trophies  of  the  Drama, 
and  on  the  other  Arcadian  musical  instruments 
and  a  mask  of  a  Satyr. 

The  rest  of  the  house  is  decorated  by  massive 
gilding  upon  raised  ornaments  of  composition,  (fur- 
nished by  Messrs.  Thomas  Brothers,  New  York,) 
upon  a  ground  of  various  delicate  tints  ;  on  the  box 
fronts  white  and  gold  predominating.  This  part 
of  the  work  has  been  executed  by  Messrs.  Haber- 
stroh,  Mijller  &  Lammor,  and  it  affords  evidence 
of  their  high  abilities  in  this  branch  of  art. 

The  lighting  is  by  a  great  sun-burner  in  the 
centre  of  the  ttome,  consisting  of  566  burners,  and 
the  shadows  which  this  arrangement  would  cause 

*  Since  the  above  was.  written,  tlie  manager,  contrary  to  tiae 
arcliiteot's  advice,  lio.s  Uecijea  to  cut  boxes  in  the  base  of  the 
proscenium,  which  must  impair  the  architectural  effect,  and 
also  the  good  hearing. 


under  the  projecting  tiers  are  illuminated  by  a 
series  of  plain  globe  burners  on  the  wall  behind 
the  audience.  These  lights,  as  well  as  the  foot- 
lights, are  ventilated  so  as  to  carry  off  the  results 
of  the  consumed  gas. 

The  warming  and  ventilating  have  been  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  M.  AVyman  of  Cambridge, 
author  of  a  standard  scientific  treatise  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ventilation,  and  the  mode  adopted  is  as 
follows :  The  cold  air  is  taken  by  four  chimneys 
at  the  four  corners  of  the  auditorium,  each  six 
feet  in  diameter,  and  carried  by  them  from  above 
the  roof  down  below  the  lower  corridor  floor, 
whence  it  passes  along  under  steam  pipes,  and  is 
admitted  to  the  corridors  by  a  series  of  iron  grills  - 
in  the  floor,  about  si.x  feet  apart;  thence  it  passes 
to  the  two  corridors  above  in  a  similar  manner, 
and  is  admitted  to  the  auditorium  through  grills 
over  the  bo.x.  doors,  and  passing  up  along  the 
ceilings  and  fronts  of  the  tiers,  it  escapes  by 
means  of  a  series  of  perforated  arches,  which 
support  the  ceiling  of  the  house ;  thence  it  is 
emptied  into  a  great  central  chamber  over  the 
centre  of  the  dome,  and  makes  its  escape  by  a 
chimney  15  feet  in  diameter;  and  in  order  to 
rarify  the  air  in  this  chamber,  the  heat  rising 
from  the  sun-burner  is  collected  in  a  wrought- 
iron  cone,  from  which  it  escapes  high  up  in  the 
chimney  above  mentioned. 


Mdsical    Taste    in    Italy.  —  An    Italian 

paper,  //  Pirata,  says,  referring  to  the  coolness 

with  which  Rossini's  Cenerenlola  was  received  at 

the  Theatre  in  Leghorn  : 

AVe  cannot  withhold  expressing  our  disgust  at  the 
reception  given  to  this  masterpiece  of  melody  and 
composition.  The  fact  is,  the  ears  of  the  public  are 
accustomed  to  other  things,  and  these  ears  which  of 
late  years  have  grown  to  such  enormous  length,  can- 
not appreciate  the  beauties  of  an  opera  written  when 
Italy  could  boast  of  having  a  really  good  school  of 
singing,  and  composers  who  knew  how  to  write  for 
the  voice.  In  our  time  shouting  is  called  singing, 
spasmodic  convulsion  is  mistaken  for  expression,  and 
the  public  is  in  ecstacies,  provided  tliey  have  half-a- 
dozen  murders  ;  the  hap])y  author  is  then  called  for 
and  crowned  with  laurel.  Alas!  Let  us  liowever 
hope  that  if  our  contemporaries  do  not  relish  Rossini's 
music,  if  we  have  got  into  tlie  wrong  path  and  for- 
gotten all  the  traditions  of  the  past,  that  our  succes- 
sors at  least  may  evince  more  judgment,  and  a  truer 
appreciation  of  the  really  beautiful  in  music. 

iurigljt'H  'Jflitrnal  nf  Mwm. 
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OuB  New  Theatre. — The  "  Boston  Thea- 
tre," and  (may  we  still  hope)  Opera  House, 
is  now  so  near  completion,  th^t  the  opening 
night  is  formally  announced  by  Mr.  Manager 
Barry,  for  Monday,  the  11th  instant.  Several 
of  the  daily  papers  have  given  glowing  and 
minute  descriptions  of  this  noble  building.  It 
would  be  superfluous  to  add  another,  and  there- 
fore, that  an  authentic  description  may  be  on 
record  in  these  columns,  we  have  copied  one 
that  has  the  merit  both  of  completeness  and 
compactness,  from  an  article  in  the  New  York 
Evening  Post,  the  materials  for  which  were 
mainly  furnished  by  the  architects  themselves. 
The  Boston  Atlas,  too,  has  furnished  a  very 
full  and  satisfactory  description,  whose  greater 
length  precludes  our  copying  at  present. 

By  the  courtesy  of  one  of  the  architects, 
Blr.  Edward  C.  Cabot,  and  with  the  aid  of 
his  personal  explanations,  we  have  been  con- 
ducted this  week  over  all  parts  of  the  building, 
and  we  can  truly  say  that  none  of  the  descrip- 
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tions  ajjpear  to  us  too  glowing.  Whichever 
way  you  looli  you  find  that  all  is  ample  and 
upon  a  generous  scale ;  all  is  in  good  taste, 
harmonious,  inviting  to  the  eye,  and  predispos- 
ing to  the  genial,  accepting  mood  in  which  one 
would  sit  through  a  play ;  all  is  substantial, 
solid,  safe  ;  all  is  convenient,  for  actors  and  for 
audience.  The  stage  arrangements  must  be 
a  luxury  to  actors,  as  the  auditorium,  with  its 
noble  ante-rooms  and  entrances,  must  be  to  aud- 
itors. The  theatre,  as  we  have  before  stated, 
will  seat  upwards  of  3,000  persons;  and  by 
nothing  were  we  more  amazed  than  by  the  ad- 
mirable art  which  has  brought  very  nearly  every 
seat  in  the  house  within  full  range  of  the  stage. 
The  coloring  and  ornament  are  in  a  quiet  tone, 
and  yet  rich  and  elegant ;  with  nothing  of  that 
dazzling  clajj-trap  and  cheap  effect  which  we 
are  wont  to  associate  with  theatres.  The  fig- 
ures in  the  lunettes  of  the  ceiling  are  carefully 
and  artistically  painted  from  the  chaste  and  clas- 
sical designs  of  Mr.  Cabot.  There  is  peculiar 
appropriateness  in  the  selection  of  the  heads  of 
Shakspeare  and  Blozart, — the  one  the  greatest 
dramatist,  the  other  the  genius^ar  excellence  of 
dramatic  music, — for  the  spandrila  formed  by 
the  proscenium  arch. 

The  provisions  for  ventilation,  for  lighting, 
for  facility  of  egress  and  security  against  fire, 
particularly  the  wire  gauze  curtain  on  the  safety 
lamp  principle,  are  probably  the  most  perfect 
which  the  science  and  mechanical  skill  of  the 
age  could  contrive  and  execute.  It  were  a 
half  day's  amusement,  for  one  exploring  the 
building,  to  discover  all  the  thousand  and  one 
nice  and  curious  coriveniences  concealed  in  every 
part  of  it,  especially  about  the  stage. 

Whether  the  hall  will  prove  as  good  for  hear- 
ing, as  for  beauty  and  for  comfort,  can  be  only 
learned  by  trial.  The  architects  have  proceed- 
ed on  their  own  acoustic  theory  of  the  matter, 
avoiding  resonance  and  "  preventing  vibration 
and  echo,  by  filling  in  with  solid  masonry  the 
fronts  of  the  proscenium  boxes  and  of  the  gal- 
lery, and  supporting  the  front  of  the  stage  upon 
a  solid  foundation."  Their  theory  is  "  that 
the  impulse  of  the  air  required  to  put  these  hol- 
low parts  of  the  building  in  vibration,  instead 
of  reinforcing  the  sound,  is  so  much  effort  lost, 
which  might  be  better  saved  for  the  production 
of  sound."  - 

It  only  remains  that  entertainment  be  provi- 
ded worthy  of  so  fine  a  place.  The  spoken 
drama  is,  we  understand,  for  some  time,  to  take 
precedence.  Yet  there  are  English  opera  sing- 
ers engaged,  and  in  due  time,  we  doubt  not,  the 
Italian  and  even  German  opera  will  follow. 
The  programme  of  the  opening  night  is  not  yet 
made  public ;  it  probably  will  be  limited  to  the 
simple  purposes  of  a  dedication  of  the  house 
and  introduction  of  the  company,  the  recital  of 
a  prize  ode,  with  some  light  play  or  spectacle.- 
The  theatre  itself  may  very  properly  play  the 
principle  role  for  one  night.  Of  the  tone  and 
temper  of  the  management  we  may  judge  some- 
what from  the  followina;  in  the  Atlas  : 


The  directors  of  the  theatre  company  have,  as 
all  have  been  informed,  leased  the  theatre  to 
Thomas  Barry  for  a  term  of  years.  Mr.  Barry 
has  but  recently  returned  from  Europe,  where 
he  engaged  several  performers  of  aoknowledp[ed 
ability ;  others  have  been  engaged  here.  The 
whole  will  form  a  stock  company,  uneqiialed  in 
number  by  any  that  has  performed  in  this  country 
for  many  years.  A  list  ot  the  company  engaged 
will  be  published  hereafter. 

We  think  we  cannot  more  appropriately  close 
this  article,  than  by  copying  from  Mr.  Clapp's 
Record  of  the  Boston  Stage  an  extract  from  a 
letter  written  some  years  since  by  Manager  , 
Barry,  which  was  not,  however,  intended  for 
publication.  Its  remarks  have,  thus  far,  proved 
so  singularly  prophetic,  that  it  deserves  notice, 
particularly  at  this  time  :  "  The  drama,"  wrote 
Mr.  Barry,  "  is  firmly  planted  in  New  England, 
for  good  or  for  evil ;  you  cannot  crush  it  by  prej- 
udice, or  destroy  it  by  misplaced  religious  enthu- 
siasm. The  public  can  make  a  theatre  a  blessing 
or  a  curse.  In  all  ages  and  in  all  lands  history 
fully  proves  that  the  stage  has  flourished  most, 
and  been  most  generally  upheld,  where  taste  is 
most  refined,  and  mannei-s  softened  by  the  influ- 
ence of  civilization.  Where  liberty  breathes, 
there  the  drama  exists ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  it  flourishes  only  in  those  states  that 
are  not  cursed  by  despotism.  Much  of  the  hos- 
tility to  the  drama,  at  present  existing  in  the 
Eastern  States,  is  doubtless  inherited  by  the  peo- 
ple from  their  ancestors,  who  looked  with  horror 
on  the  profligacy  of  Charles,  the  Second,  when, 
imitating  the  contagious  example  of  the  monarch, 
the  English  nation  became  abandoned  to  gross  , 
sensuality.  The  arts  were  prostrated  in  the 
cause  of  licentiousness,  and  the  drama  did  not 
escape  the  contamination.  You  will  have,  sooner 
or  later,  a  Jirst  class  theatre  in  Boston,  and  if 
properly  built  and  properly  conducted,  it  loill 
prove  a  boon  to  the  public  and  a  fortune  to  the 
manar/er." 

A  first  class  theatre  we  now  have ;  it  has  been 
properly  built,  as  may  be  judged  from  our  de- 
scription. The  name  and  well-known  ability  of 
the  manager  is  a  guarantee  that  it  will  be  "  prop- 
erly conducted ; "  we  have  every  reason  for  be- 
lieving that  it  will  be  a  "  boon  to  the  public,"  and 
sincerely  hope  that  it  may  prove  a   "  fortune 
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Mozart's  Twelfth  Mass. 

SECOND    PERF0EM.4NCE. 

We  have  transferred  to  our  columns,  this  week, 
a  portion  of  an  analysis  of  this  noble  work  by 
the  English  author  of  a  life  of  Mozart.  The  re- 
mainder will  be  given  next  week.  If  it  should 
seem  too  musician-like  and  dry  for  some,  yet 
there  are  many  whom  it  will  help  to  understand 
the  Mass,  by  directing  attention  to  its  striking 
beauties  and  peculiarities,  &o.  This  is  the  chief 
use,  and  by  no  means  a  slight  one,  of  all  descrip- 
tive and  critical  analyses  of  great  tone-creations. 
In  a  less  learned  vein,  and  purely  from  the  stand- 
point of  musical  expression,  meaning,  and  effect 
upon  the  heart  and  the  imagination  of  the  hearer, 
we  sought  to  bring  this  Mass  nearer  to  ourselves 
and  our  readers  by  our  own  amateur  attempt  to 
describe  it  in  a  former  number  of  this  Journal 
(Vol.  III.  N.  20.)  No  such  descsiptions  can  con- 
vey more  than  a  very  vague  and  imperfect  notion 
of  a  musical  work  to  one  who  has  not  heard  it ; 
yet  they  do  contribute  somewhat  to  recall  and 
&K.  the  evanescent  outlines  of  the  music  once 
heard.  In  the  very  exercise  of  comparing  the 
description  with  the  music,  be  the  description 
ever  so  imperfect,  one  gets  nearer  to  the  music 
and  acquires  a  more  intelligent  consciousness  of 
what  it  is  he  hears. 

The  second  performance  of  the  Twelfth  Mass, 
last  Sunday  evening,  was  an  improvement  on  the 


first.  The  choruses  were  finely  rendered,  by  a 
choir  somewhat  smaller  than  before,  yet  number- 
ing from  fifty  to  sixty  voices.  It  was  the  choir, 
as  we  are  told,  of  Park  St.  church ;  which  cer- 
tainly gave  excellent  evidence  of  careful  train- 
ing. We  only  felt  the  want  of  a  somewhat 
heavier  mass  of  contraltos,  in  such  passages  as 
that  in  the  middle  of  the  Christe  eleison,  where 
the  contralti  flow  so  melodiously,  repeatmg  a 
more  ornate  figure  than  the  other  parts;  it  hard- 
I3'  came  out  prominently  enough. 

The  solos,  several  of  them,  were  more  success- 
ful than  before.  The  Ktjrie  was  opened  with  a 
more  telling  and  majestic  bass,  (by  the  same 
singer).  The  tenor  solo,  which  is  the  central 
figure  in  the  unspeakably  beautiful  and  solemn 
quartet  of  the  Et  ivcarnatus  est,  was  quite  well 
rendered  for  music  of  such  very  high  require- 
ments. The  contralto,  as  before,  was  rich  and 
telling  ;  but  a  little  too  literal,  too  prominent,  in 
its  distinct  and  crisp  delivery  of  the  tones  and 
syllables ;  its  responses  of  Cru-ci-fix-us  needed 
to  be  more  subdued  and  toned  down  by  the  per- 
vading sentiment  of  the  piece ;  they  sounded 
more  like  proclamations  than  like  low,  heartfelt 
ejaculations.  Indeed  that  quartet  should  be  sung 
by  the  best  Italian  voices,  every  voice  rich  and 
warm  and  "  with  a  tear  in  it ;  "  to  bring  out  its 
full  expression  tasks  the  highest  skill  and  soul  of 
the  most  genial  and  cultivated  artists.  _ 

May  we  be  allowed  to  hint  also  the  importance 
of  uniformity  in  the  pronunciation  of  the  Latin 
words.  The  Italian  sounds  of  o  and  e  and  i  were 
generally  adopted.  Why  not  then  the  Italian  u 
likewise,  which  is  hke  00  in  English  ?  Again  the 
long  e  sound  was  too  uniformly  applied,  even  in 
such  syllables  as  et  and  est,  which  were  pronounced 
ait  and  aist,  when  the  Italians  use  the  short  e,  as 
we  do  in  English,  for  such  syllables.  Sanctus 
uniformly  received  the  English  sound,  instead  of 
Italian,  in  both  syllables.  Then  again  the  musical 
licence,  used  in  the  singing  both  of  Italian,  French 
and  German,  of  softening  certain  hard  consonants, 
as  tl  in  deprecationem,  was  not  availe'd  of 

The  organ  accompaniments  were  again  taste- 
fully and  effectively  played  by  Mr.  Willcox. 
But  still  more  of  the  beauties  of  the  orchestral 
score  would  have  been  preserved,  had  he  played 
from  one  of  the  German  arrangements,  instead 
of  from  the  plain  organ  part  in  the  edition  of  No- 
vello.  Then  we  should  have  heard  some  of  those 
fine  ornamental  figures  of  the  bassoon,  the  violins 
in  the  Miserere,  &c.,  which  are  quoted  in  Mr. 
Holmes's  analysis  upon  another  page ;  features, 
which  would  have  told  to  advantage  through  the 
finely  voiced  imitation  stops  of  the  new  organ. 
In  the  Agnus  Dei,  which  was  not  omitted  this 
time,  the  instrumental  solos,  answermg  between 
treble  and  bass,  are  obligato  and  of  course  were 
given  and  with  beautiful  effect.  We  trust  this 
hint  will  be  heeded,  in  any  future  performance. 

The  Mass,  that  evening,  was  preceded  by  a  first 
part,  consisting  of  a  fine  organ  voluntary,  and  a 
succession  of  four  hymn  tunes  by  the  choir  afore- 
said. These  were  of  contrasted  character,  and 
exhibited  the  careful  training,  the  unity,  preci- 
sion, distinctness,  regard  to  forte  and  piano,  &c., 
of  the  choir  to  good  advantage.  Yet  it  seemed 
that  in  the  effort  to  correct  one  common  fault, 
their  teacher  had  led  them  somewhat  into  its  op- 
posite. In  avoiding  the  dragging  style,  the  notes 
were  sometimes  too  distinctly  and  mechanically 
set  apart  and  isolated.  The  duet  portion  of  the 
last  hymn  was  beautifully  sung  ;  indeed  it  is  sel- 
dom that  we  hear  a  mezzo-soprano  of  a  more  mu- 
sical and  fresh  and  sympathetic  quality  than  that 

of  Miss  WniTEHODSE. 
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Thalberg's  New  Opera. 

"florixda,"  opera  seria,  in  four  acts. 
From  La  France  Musicale. 

The  score  of  "Florinda"  has  just  appeared, 
having  been  looked  for  with  much  impatience. 
Was  the  artist  destined  to  acquire  a  fame  as  dra- 
matic composer,  as  glorious  as  that  of  pianist? 
Would  the  author  of  so  many  admirable  piano 
compositions  succeed  in  the  new  career  which 
has  been  opened  .to  him  ?  Such  were  the  ques- 
tions which  circulated  from  mouth  to  mouth,  and 
served  to  heighten  the  impatience  with  which  a 
new  work  is  always  awaited.  To  compete  with 
one's  self  is  the  most  dangerous  stumbling-block 
in  Art;  though  Thalberg  has  not  quailed  before 
it.  We  cannot  assert  that  this  his  first  attempt 
has  proved  a  chef-d'ceuvre,  but  it  may  be  openly 
declared  that  the  score  of  Florinda  comprises  all 
the  elements  of  a  sterling  work,  all  the  qualities 
that  the  intelligence  of  an  artist  can  embrace. 
It  is  particularly  remarkable  for  its  style.  Thal- 
berg is  one  of  those  musicians  who  impress  har- 
mony with  their  own  stamp,  who  have  a  mould 
peculiar  to  themselves  wherein  to  cast  their 
thought,  and  endow  it  with  an  attractive  form. 
One  may  not  have  a  taste  for  these  musicians  of 
style ;  many  prefer,  as  the  Germans  say,  the  sub- 

^  jective  to  the  objective  projection.  Nevertheless, 
we  should  pay  due  homage  to  those  thinking 
sculptors  of  sound,  who  mould  their  ideas,  their 
sentiments,  their  intuitions  as  a  given  matter,  in- 
dependent of  soul,  and  fashion  them  with  plastic 
art.  Forms,  moreover,  despite  assertions  to  the 
contrary,  do  not  produce  themselves  spontane- 
ously, without  aid,  without  auxiliary.  It  might 
even  be  maintained,  that  they  are  inseparable 
from  the  subjects,  because,  the  same  base  being 
given,  each  composer  raises  a  diS'erent  super- 
structure. But,  this  is  neither  the  time  nor  the 
place  to  renew  this  old  discussion  of  stj'le  and 
idea;  let  us  rather  notice  certain  portions  of  the 
score  of  Thalberg. 

The  overture  is  a  fine  page,  written  and  devel- 
oped by  a  masterly  hand.  In  the  first  act  there 
is  an  expressive  cavatina  for  the  basso ;  then  a 
quintet  of  grand  dramatic  sentiment;  besides, 
the  romance  of  Florinda,  which  deserves  special 
remarks.  If  the  accompaniment  is  a  little  far- 
fetched, if  it  exhales  that  palient  co-ordination  of 
harmony  which  is  observed  in  the  piano  compo- 
sitions of  the  author,  it  is  redeemed  by  a  limpid 
melody,  in  the  Italian  style,  and  delicious  in  ex- 
pression. Also  in  the  duo  between  Florinda  and 
Rodrigo  in  the  second  act,  the  composer  seems  to 
have  had  in  view  the  reconciliation  of  two  ele- 
ments, generally  opposed,  and  which  none  but 
the  great  masters  succeed  in  bringing  too'ether : 
German  harmony,  and  Italian  melody.  If  this 
was  the  design  of  Thalberg,  it  must  be  acknowl- 
edged that  he  has  succeeded  most  happily  ;  the 
ensemble  of  this  piece  is  of  the  most  melodious 
nature,  and  the  accompaniment,  always  subordi- 
nate to  the  vocal  design,  is  powerful,  varied,  and 
almost  as  interesting  to  follow  in  its  developments 
as  the  melody  itself,  in  which  dwells,  nevertheless, 
the  principal  idea. 

In  this  second  act,  we  remark  also  a  chorus  of 

•  nuns,  full  of  extatically  resigned  feeling,  if  we 
may  use  the  expression.  Again,  here,  we  must 
applaud,  besides  tlio  idea  and  the  melodic  senti- 
ment, the  details  of  form,  the  delicacy  of  modu- 
lation, and  the  suavity  of  the  period  ;  for  we  re- 
peat that  Thalberg  ])ossesses  in  the  highest  de- 
gree, the  art  of  submitting  to   logic,   his   tones, 


modes,  and  groups  of  notes ;  that  is,  the  grammati- 
cal elements  of  musical  discourse.  As  to  the 
rhythm,  which  emanates  more  directly  from  the 
thought,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  he  has  not 
sought  it  here,  nor  elsewhere  ;  it  has  sprung,  all 
armed,  from  his  brain.  Neither  is  there  any 
necessity  to  modify  this  appreciation  with  regard 
to  the  duo  between  Giuliano  and  Munuzza;  it  is 
a  well-inspired  and  learnedly  written  piece. 

The  military  song  will  excite  great  applause; 
the  design  of  the  accompaniment,  which  imitates 
a  sort  of  roll  of  the  drum,  is  most  ingenious  and 
characteristic.  The  ballet  with  chorus,  the  music 
of  the  bolero,  and  the  intermezzo  which  follows, 
are  charming  pages,  with  which  criticism  can 
find  no  fault. 

There  is  another  pretty  ballad  for  soprano  at 
the  beginning  of  the  second  act;  then  a  quartet, 
incontestibly  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  the  score. 
Thalberg  has  translated  it  for  piano,  as  also  the 
military  couplets  and  the  above  mentioned  ballad 
music  ;  he  has  also  transcribed  the  charming  bal- 
lad of  the  first  act:  Mi  tolga  I'impero.  These 
pieces  will  be  great  favorites  with  pianists. 

Such  is  an  ennmeration  of  the  finest  passages 
of  the  score  of  Florinda,  and  we  sincerely  hope  to 
see  it  become  a  standard  work  in  our  repertories. 
En  attendant,  we  entertain  no  doubts  whatever 
of  its  success  with  the  public  and  the  artist-world. 
Amateurs  will  find  in  it  a  multitude  of  charming 
motives,  clothed  in  most  brilliant,  original,  and 
sparkling  harmony  ;  and  artists,  besides  the  appre- 
ciation of  all  these  qualities,  will  find,  as  we  have 
done,  one  of  the  most  vast  and  complete  applica- 
tions of  all  the  resources  of  Art  which  have  been 
made  up  to  our  time.  Florinda,  therefore,  lays 
a  just  claim  to  the  name  of  a  work  of  a  high  and 
incontestible  value.  F.  L.  W. 


Corrections.  —  In  our  description  of  tlie  Tvemont 
Temple  Orgnn,  last  week,  we  inadvertently  and  wrongly 

called  the  great  Double  Bourdon  stop  a  reed  stop 

Jaell's  concert  was  at  Bad-Homburg,  and  not  Hainhm-g. 
We  were  not  rightly  informed  that  the  New  The- 
atre makes  the  Jifly  cent  price  a  condition  of  its  hospi- 
tality to  "  all  managers  and  companies  of  artists."  The 
manager  is  free  to  fix  his  own  prices.  But  we  under- 
stand it  is  Mr.  Barry's  purpose  to  put  the  admission  to 
the  amphitheatre  at  tioenty-fire  cents,  and  to  all  other 
parts  of  the  house  axjiflij  cents,  for  drama,  and  at  double 

those  rates  for  opera llr.  G.  A.  Scjoiitt,  the  tr.ins- 

lator  of  Knorr's  Method  for  the  Piano,  informs  ns  that  he 
was  not  a  pupil  of  Wieck,  as  stated  in  our  notice  of  that 


work. 


Musical  Intelligence. 

XiOcal. 

Our  musical  young  townsmen,  who  have  been  study- 
ing their  art  in  Germany,  are  now  one  by  one  wending 
their  way  back.  One  of  the  last  steamers  brousht  us 
Mr.  L.  P,  Homer,  who  has  spent  several  years  in  Frank- 
fort-on-the-Maine,  studying  with  that  learned  old  arch- 
contrapuntist,  Schnyder  von  Wartensee,  and  who  is  said 
to  have  made  great  proficiency  in  this  art.  Messrs. 
Charles  C.  Perkins  .and  J.  C.  D.  Parker,  are  sup- 
posed to  be  alreadj'  on  their  way  home,  and  music  in 
Boston  this  next  winter  expects  much  of  them. 

Mr.  WiLLiAJi  Mason,  who  went  from  us  a  fine  pianist, 
and  whom  there  will  be  great  eagerness  to  hear  after  his 
long  and  thorough  studies  with  such  masters  as  Drey- 
schock,  Moscheles  and  Liszt,  involving  of  course  much 
intercourse  with  the  high-toned  and  iiitclligent  musicians 
of  Germany,  is  preparing  for  his  opening  concert,  which 
will  be  given  in  this  city  about  the  first  of  October. 

We  hear  that  Jfr.  Millard,  the  tenore,  who  has  been 
studying  in  the  operatic  schools  in  Italy,  is  about  to 
establish  himself  in  New  York  or  Boston  as  a  teacher  of 
the  Italian  art  of  singing. 

Howard  Atiien-eum.— The  Italian  Opera  has  come 
to  a  sudden  and  mysterious  close.  Placards  are  in  the 
streets  making  bitter  complaints  against  the  lessee  on 
the  part  of  the  Italians.  Of  the  right  or  the  wrong  we 
know  not;  but  doubtless  the  real  secret  of  the  difficulty 
was  that  the  opera  did  not  pay. 

It  ran  thro\igh  six  perfonnances.  Two  nights  of  Er- 
nani  were  followed  by  two  nights  of  La  Stnmambula, 
introducing,  to  very  wretched  houses,  a  delicate  and 
youthful  looking  j^rima  donna,  Signorina  Bedei,  who 
lacked  strength  and  confidence,  yet  sang  with  not  a 


little  artistic  refinement  and  with  no  offensive  over-doing 
of  her  part.  Sig.  Scola  was  again  the  tenor,  and  better 
suiterl  for  this  music  than  for  that  of  Verdi.  Sig.  Gas- 
PARONi,  formerly  of  Mme.  Sontag's  troupe,  sang  admi- 
rably well  and  with  a  rich  bass  voice  as  the  Count  Eo- 
dolfo;  but  in  the  continual  roguish  twinkle  of  his  eye, 
and  his  merry,  swaggering  Barber  of  Seville  air,  you 
missed  the  dignity  of  the  part.  This  incongruity  was 
•  still  more  felt  in  Gasparoni's  clerical  part  of  Raimondo  in 
Lucia  di  Lammermoor,  although  he  sang  the  mnsic  capi- 
tally. Here  Cuturi,  the  baritone,  was  again  the  hero, 
eliciting  continual  applause.  Signora  Garbato  bad 
nothing  of  the  maiden-like  .appearance  of  Lucia,  (Son- 
tag  contrived  to  give  it),  and  screamed  through  much  of 
the  music:  yet  parts  of  it,  especially  the  caressing 
strains  in  the  mad  scene,  were  sung  finely.' 

Sig.  Arnoltu,  known  here  of  old,  threw  himself  very 
earnestly  into  the  part  of  Edgardo,  and  though  bis  tenor 
is  of  a  dry  quality,  sang  some  portions  quite  effectively, 
and  won  the  respectful  attention  of  the  audience.  So 
did  the  entire  performance,  in  spite  of  many  incongrui- 
ties and  feeblenesses,  through  the  fact  that  all  the  singers 
did  their  best,  and  infused  such  an  earnest  spirit  into 
their  effort.  This  proved  like  the  charity  that  covers  a 
multitude  of  sins,  and  really  the  audience  waxed  enthu- 
siastic as  the  plav  went  on. 

In  the  Sonnnmbida  it  was  refreshing  to  meet  for  once 
an  effective  second  donna  in  the  pleasing  Lisa  of  Signora 
Garkett. 

New  York.  —  The  first  appearance  of  Grisi  and 
Mario  at  Castle  Garden,  is  announced  for  Monday  eve- 
ning, in  Lncrezia  Borqia.  They  have  with  them  Signer 
Sl^sini.  a  basso  from  tlie  London  Opera,  and  the  whdome 
Boston  favorite,  Mme.  Pattt-StraivOSOh,  takes  the  part 
of  Maffeo  Orsini.  The  orchestra  of  forty-six  instru- 
ments is  to  be  conducted  by  our  old  friend  Arditi,  and 
the  chorus  numbers  thirty-six.  The  price  of  admis- 
sion is  put  extravagantly  high,  namelv,  at  S3  and  ®5, 
with  auction  premiums  on  the  top  of  that.  It  may  an- 
swer for  a  few  nights,  but  not  long. 

The  new  New  York  Theatre,  on  the  site  of  the 
Metropolitan  Hall  which  was  burned,  is  announced  to  be 
opened  on  the  18th,  under  the  managerial  atispices  of 
Messrs.  Willard  and  Eytinge,  late  of  the  Boston 
Howard  Athen.-eum.  The  programme  of  the  first  night 
seems  designed  to  stamp  the  house  with  all  its  characters 
at  once,  and  includes  an  English  comedy,  an  Italian 
opera,  and  a  French  ballet! 

Max  Maretzek's  Italian  Opera  company  are  per- 
forming in  Philadelphia. 


UTriirrtisements. 

THE    NEW    CARMINA    SACRA: 
BY   LOWELL   MASON. 

The  best  Collection  of  Church  Music  extant Published  by 

Aug26  4t  RICE  <fc  K:EBfDAI,Ii. 

WILLIAM   BERGER, 
Pwlblisljej-  a»jd  Iniportes'  of  Missic, 

No.  82  West  4tli  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constautlv  on   hand  a   Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MOSIC,   for  s.tle   at  Eastern   prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  sonn  as  published.    A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
0=*  A  Catalogue  is  in  preparation.  Aug26 

A.    W.    FRENZEL 

"Will  resume  hi.'^ 
I^STUtrCTIO^ST    OA^    THK    PIA'XrO-FOILTE, 

On  or  before  October  1st. 

Orders  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Co. 
N.  Kichardson,  or  E  II.  AVade.  Aug26 

GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 

No.   3    "^VINTEK    STKEET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

WAKKANTED 

IN    EVERY    PARTIOXTLAR. 

Sopt  2  3ni 

ASOPKAIiTO  SIHGEE.— A  young  Lady  desires  a 
place  as  Supi-ano  iu  a  Quartet  Olinir  iu  one  of  theclnircbos 
in  this  city.  A  rare  opportunity  may  be  heard  of  by  inquiring 
at  this  of&ce.  July  22. 
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In  all  its  various  branches, 

H"EATLY   AWD    PKOMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY    ED^VAIiD    I..    BAI.CH, 

©ffuc  Journal  tsi  ^usk.  No.  21  Sdjool  St. 

The  MfJDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awnrfled  Ilim  by  the  Mass. 
CharitJible  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  workmanship, 
may  be  seen  at  his  oifice. 

[C?°  MUSIC    prepared  for    Stereotyping. 

NOW     READY, 

THE   GSEAT   ■WOEK   OF   THE   YEAR, 

MOORE'S 

COMPliETE  EWCTCI.OPiEI>IA 

OF ■ 

A  work  Tvliich  has  cost  the  indefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  lahor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
every  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octaTo  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  the  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4000   MUSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A  Complete  ©ictionary  of  over 
5000    MUSICAL    TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIENCE    OF    MUSIC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  the  dates  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOROUGH  BAS?!,  &c.  &c. 

A  Bo©Ii  isiS.emtSed  to  cover  tlic  wliole 

of  BlissicaS  Science. 

JOHN   -p.   JEWETT   &   CO. 
PUBLISHERS, 

July  29  BOSTON. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEAlCHlEK.  Ol?  THE  PlA.?iO   AI>SB  ORGJVN. 

D^=TEK3IS   MODERATE. 

Kesidence,  24  West  Cedar  Street. 
Bfference,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

Signer  AUGTJSTO  BETTDELARI, 

(from      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINGINO. 

Residence,  Wintlirop  House,  Boston. 
May  13  tf 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHEK     OF     MUSIC, 
365  "WasliiDigton  Street,  Boatoai. 


Oct.  16. 
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Oersaia-saaa  ScreBiailc  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E  TELTOW,  Agfnt. 
ii  14  tf  30  Fajette  Street. 


CHICKERINa    Sc    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 
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FROM    THE    OREAT    MASTERS. 

MENDELSSOHN. 
Six  Songs  without  Words,  complete  in  seven  books,. .  .each  75 

Rondo  Capricriosa, 50 

The  Temperaments,  .=even  Characteristique  Pieces, 1,00 

The  Gift,  six  easy  pieces, 62 

UISZT. 

Galop  Russe, 50 

Reniiniscenres  from  Lucia  di  Lamniermoor, 50 

Romances  de  Franz  Schubert,  viz  : — 

No.  1,  Elop:e  des  larmes, 25 

"    2,  La  Poste, 25 

"     3,  LaFille  du  Pecheur, 25 

THALBERC. 

Fantasia  sur  themes  de  Moise, 1,25 

L'Art  du  Chant  applique  au  Piano,  viz  i —  each  75 

No.  1,  Quatuor,  I  Puritani  de  lielliui. 
*'     2.  Tre  Giorni,  Air  de  PergoUse. 
"    3.  Adelaide  de  Beethoven. 
"    4.  Air  d'Eglise  du  Chanteur  Sfcradella. 
"    5-  Lacrymosa  tir6  du  Requiem  de  Mozart,  D^o  des 

Noces  de  Figaro  de  Mozart. 
"    6.  Perch6  mi  Guardi  e  Piangi,  Duetto  de  Zelpiira  de 
Rossini. 

Le  Tremolo, 62 

Prayer  from  Moses  in  Egypt, 1-26 

Viola,  Melodie, 25 

OHOPtN. 

Grand  Valse  BriUinnte, .....50 

March  Funebre,  Piano  Duet, 37 

Tarentelle, 50 

HENSELT. 

Chanson  de  Printemps,  {Song  of  Spring,) ,. . .  .50 

La  Gondola,  Etude, .25 

DOHUER. 

Derniere  Pensee  Musicale  de  Bellini, , ,  .75 

Elisire  d'Amore,  Fantasia, 50 

I  Purit.ani,  Fiintasia, 62 

Nocturne, 37 

Trot  des  Chevalier  Gardes  March, 25 

Published  by 

Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washinston  St. 

G.    AND  HIE    &    CO. 
FOREIGN     MUSIC     DEPOT, 

aiRARD    HOUSE    BUILDINGS, 

KIKTH   STREET,   ABOVE   CHESTNUT, 

July  1  PHILADELPHIA. 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   ENTIRE  AND   INIMITABLE   ALLEGORY   OP 

THE    PILGRIM^S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  hisjourney  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Te3timonl\ls  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEAVETT,  Publislier. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  authorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON. 

IMPOKTER  AND   DEALER  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATEKIALS, 

No,  13  Tremoiit  liow,  Boston. 

\*    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

16  tf 

MEYER  &   THE  TEAR, 
BUPPALO,  N.  Y. 

Ilmportes  cf  Jforcijit  Ulnsic  anb  |luliKsIjcre, 

Keep  a  larjxe  and  well  selected  stock  of  both  Forcing  and 
American  Mu^ic.  By  our  direct  and  regular  engagements 
with  the  priucipal  publishing  houses  in  Europe,  we  are  ena- 
bled tri  supply 

KUSIC-DEALERS  WITH  FOREIGN  MUSIC, 

on  as  favorable  terms  as  any  other  house  in  the  United  States. 

O^  Sole  .\gent3  in  the  United  States  for  the  well  known 
publishing  house  of  G.  M.  MEYER,  Jr.  of  Brunsuick, 
Germany,  (on  whose  pub!if,ations  we  grant  the  most  profitahle 
discount,)  whereof  we  particularly  mention  a  fine  collection  of 
OUVEllTURES  arranged  for  the  Piano-Forte  as  Solo  .ind 
Duet,  the  favorite  works  of  FESCA,  LTTOLFF,  WINKLEK, 
&c.,  a  complete  edition  of  BEETHOVEN'S  works  for  Piano- 
Forte,  including  all  the  TltlOS,  QU.WUOU.;,  SINFONIES, 
&c.,  arranged  hy  L.  WINKLER.  Also,  the  last  compositions 
of  LISZT,  BRUNNEIl,  SPINDLER,  HENRY  CRAMER,  &c. 

Catalogues  of  G.  M.  Meyer's  publications  forwarded  gratia 
to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  if  desired,  by 

MEYER  &  TKETBAR, 

Augl2  3m  304  Main  St.  Buffalo. 

a,ttttr-prtsg,  jHustt  anin  lai  jprinting-®filtt, 


TAYLOR'S  PIANO  FOETE  FOE  BEGIMESS. 

FIRST   STEPS   TO   THE  PIANO  FORTE;    biinj:  an    Ele- 
mentary   Cat^M-hisni    for    Beginners.      By    GEORGE    C. 
TAYLOR,    Teacher  of   the    Piano   Porte,   Ilarp  and   Violin. 
Price  75  cent^.     U.^ual  d'-'dncrinn  to  the  trade.     For  ^^ale  by 
F.  .1.  HUNTINGTON,  23  Park  Row,  New  York. 
WM    D.  SULLIVAN,  Madison,  Ga. 

MUSICAL  NOTICE. 

T.  1?RTCHER.  Teacher  of  the  Organ,  Piano-Forte  and 
Singing,  having  closed  his  cnnne'tion  a.^  Orgnni.'t  of  the  Bow- 
doin  Square  Church,  has  removed  to  No.  7?a  Tremont  PiOw, 
where  he  will  be  happy  to  recei^'e  applications  for  his  services 
as  Organist  and  Teaehur  of  Music.  je  24 

AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  pos.'iession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguislied  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
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MANUFACTURER  AND   DEALER  IN 
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PIANO  FOR  TES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  <f  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gray's  Block,  corner  of  TVashington 
and  Summer  Streets. 
References. 
Messrs.  Cbickebixo,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Pusohaud,  Boston. 
Messrs.  George  Peadody,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.     3m. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACKEE,  OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  II.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nath.^n  Richardson,  232  "Washington  S(;.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

References  :— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
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PRINCE  &  CO;S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  variety,  from  5545  to  S?150,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  dur.able,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  accepted  the  agency,  and  keep 
for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 

G.   P.   REED   &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sept.  2  Sole  Agents  for  Prince  ^  Co  's  Melodeons. 

Mile.  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

GIVES 

INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

AND  MAY   BE  ADDRESSED  AT 

Feb.*    3m  55  HANCOCK  STREET. 

Mr.    OTTO    DRESEL 

Tnu  return  to  Boston  by  the  first  of  October,  when  he  will  be 
prepared  to  receive  pupils  on  the  piano-forte. 
Address  meanwhile  at  this  ol&ce. 


J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE   PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Kichardson,  or  Thco. 
T.  Barker.  3  mos.  Dec    3. 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,GUITAR, 

3  Seneca  St.,  corner  Hari-isou  Avenue. 

MR.   De  RTBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  in. 
Boston,  April  23-  .  3m 

J.    TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Res!<lencc  No.  56  Kncclnnd  Street. 

Oct.  8.    3m 

A.   W.   FRENZEL, 
TEACHER   or  xa U S I C j 

No.  6  Acorn  St.,  (between  Chestnut  and  Mt.  Vernon  Sts.) 
Apr  8  BOSTON. 
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[Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Review  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY   A.    OULIBICHEFF. 
(Continued  from  p.  170.) 

The  assertion:  Every  age  has  its  joys,  applies 
also  to  music.  In  it  we  recognize  a  somewhat 
melancholy  truth,  which  however  but  few  friends 
of  music  willingly  admit,  who  all  their  days  keep 
sounding  the  praises  of  their  beloved  art.  But 
the  passion  for  music,  if  it  be  carried  to  an  ex- 
treme degree,  wears  out  the  sense  and  the  heart, 


as  well  as  any  other  passion ;  it  has,  like  every 
other,  its  excesses  and  its  dangers.  The  live- 
liness of  musical  impressions  degenerates,  with 
certain  temperaments,  into  an  undue  vehemence, 
and  the  habit  of  yielding  thereto  can  in  the  long 
run  induce  nothing  but  a  disturbance  of  the 
moral  balance  and  a  loss  of  the  capacity  of  en- 
joyment. This  is  especially  the  case  with  dra- 
matic and  concert  music,  which  is  more  passionate 
and  sensuous  than  any  other.  But  when  one 
finally  has  had  this  sad  experience  in  himself; 
when  Melody,  with  the  whole  train  of  its  allure- 
ments, no  longer  says  to  us  what  it  once  said,  then 
it  often  happens  that  the  taste  changes  with  age  ; 
an  age,  however,  which  cannot  always  be  mea- 
sured by  the  number  of  years.  Fortunately, 
music  contains  also  in  itself  the  antidote  against 
the  evil  it  has  caused.  Without  loving  it  an}'  the 
less,  one  can  love  it  differently :  the  pleasure  can 
regain  in  interest  what  it  has  lost  in  voluptuous  fire  ; 
and  other  works  invite  us  then  to  more  tranquil 
emotions,  since  they  attach  the  music  to  the  plea- 
sures of  the  mind,  and  at  least  keep  alive  in  it 
always  the  warmth,  which  the  language  of  feel- 
ing must  have  and  the  heart  must  enjoy,  without 
unnerving  it.  These  pleasures  in  their  nature 
are  the  most  enduring ;  and  the  works,  to  which 
we  owe  them,  are  not  subject  to  the  mournful 
changes  of  fashion,  which  to-day  despises  what  it 
yesterday  adored.  The  Dilettante  has  become 
a  Connoisseur. 

The  long  life  ascribed  to  fugues  lies  not,  as 
Forkel  assures  us,  in  the  esthetic  superiority  of 
that  species.  There  can,  I  repeat  it,  be  no  ques- 
tion of  absolute  pre-eminence  between  the  two 
parts  of  musical  art,  each  of  which  contains  but 
half  of  its  resources  in  itself,  and  has  not  the 
power  to  make  itself  complete.  This  long  dura- 
tion probably  lies  in  the  structure  and  the  tech- 
nical laws  of  the  Fugue.  The  changeable  and 
perishable  element.  Melody,  in  it  is  reduced  to  its 
lowest  value.  It  is  nothing  but  a  subject,  a 
theme,  a  musical  proposition,  commonly  limited 
to  three  or  four  bars.  Moreover  the  invention 
of  a  subject  is  no  arbitrary  process,  for  you  must 
find  one  suited  to  the  contrapuntal  analysis  to 
which  it  is  to  be  subjected.  It  is  never  clothed 
according  to  the  old  or  the  new  fashion,  precisely 
for  the  reason  that  makes  it  impossible  for  it  to 
follow  either.  Fashion  crumbles  before  it,  as  a 
whim  gives  way  before  necessity.  And  if  man- 
nerism cannot  insinuate  itself  into  the  melodic 
design  of  the  subject,  how  much  more  impotent 


it  must  be  against  the  whole  work!  The  com- 
binations, the  imitations,  the  canonical  plays,  the 
many  crossing  outlines,  of  which  the  fugue  con- 
sists, give  a  rounded  and  compact  mass,  which 
resists  the  strokes  of  Time,  as  in  a  beleaguered 
city  the  churches  built  of  hewn  stones  resist  the 
bombs,  which  shatter  the  less  solid  edifices. 

And  not  only  do  works  of  the  fugued  style 
find  the  guaranties  of  a  long  existence  in  the 
natural  strength  of  their  putting  together  ;  for 
another  reason  they  escape  a  misfortune,  which  is 
perhaps  the  greatest  next  to  that  of  being  exe- 
cuted in  the  judicial  sense  of  the  word.  These 
works  ai-e  never  disgraced  by  coming  into  fash- 
ion ;  they  are  not  abused  and  worn  out  by  having 
to  be  heard  continually  and  without  any  mercy 
in  theatre  and  concert  and  saloons,  where  there 
happens  to  be  a  piano,  in  promenades  and  grand 
parades.  Who  has  not  a  thousand  times  cursed 
such  fashionable  arias,  which  he  has  met  day  and 
night  under  all  possible  forms,  even  where  he 
was  expecting  a  more  serious  music  ? 

At  the  time  when  Counterpoint  and  Melody 
were  in  a  state  of  separation,  the  musicians,  that 
is  to  say  the  contrapuntists  and  the  melodists, 
must  have  discerned  very  different  and  yet  per- 
fectly compensatory  facts  in  the  type  of  the  two 
respective  styles.  The  melodists  won  glory  In 
their  nation  and  In  all  Europe,  the  applause  of 
the  multitude,  the  flatteries  of  fashion,  of  which 
they  were  at  once  the  priests,  the  Idols  and  the 
victims  ;  the  laurel  wreath,  that  withered  as  soon 
as  It  was  placed  upon  the  head  of  the  victor ; 
gold,  that  went  as  rapidly  as  it  was  easily  earned ; 
popularity  with  all  its  advantages  and  burdens. 
The  contrapuntists  reaped  the  quiet  marks  of 
honor,  by  which  the  toils  of  scholars  are  remu- 
nerated, and  which  are  limited  to  their  own  cir- 
cle. A  place  as  a  chapel-master  in  a  church,  or 
organist,  If  fortune  was  particularly  well  disposed 
to  one ;  moderate  Income,  assiduous  labors,  a  few 
scholars  for  interested  admirers,  colleagues  diffi- 
cult to  satisfy  for  judges,  and  a  silent  church 
public  for  their  excitement.  The  world  scarcely 
knew  them.  But  these  men  could  write  freely 
as  God  and  their  own  hearts  prompted,  as  Mo- 
zart always  had  so  longed  to  do ;  they  had  the 
consciousness  of  their  merit  and  the  presentiment 
of  a  remote  but  an  enduring  glory,  and  they  en- 
vied not  their  fortinvte  and  renowned  rivals,  the 
melodists.  They  were  free!  This  explains  all, 
as.  well  their  faith  in  the  future,  as  the  stoicism 
which  they  opposed  to  the  indifference  of  their 
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contemporaries.  The  best  part  of  their  fortune 
consisted  of  a  draft  upon  posterity,  payable  when 
they  themselves  should  no  more  need  it.  So 
lived,  both  inwardly  and  outwardly,  those  phi- 
losophical musicians,  of  whom  John  Sebastian 
Bach  will  be  the  prototype  for  all  times. 

A  few  priviledged  men  reaped  the  advantages 
accruing  to  both  classes  of  composers.  They 
made  sacred  and  profane  music  with  equal  talent 
and  success.  In  their  litetime  they  made  them- 
selves famous  by  their  operas,  which  are  forgot- 
ten ;  while  by  their  oratorios  and  masses  they 
have  won  immortality.  These  were  Leo,  Pek- 
GOLESE  and  some  others  among  the  Italians,  and 
among  the  Germans,  Handel,  who  engaged  in 
the  opera  merely  to  support  himself.  Handel 
was  impresario  of  the  Italian  opera  in  London, 
and  us':ge  required  that  he  should  ruin  himself  in 
this  enterprise,  struggle  as  he  might  to  avoid  it. 

It  yet  remains  to  us  to  cast  a  glance  upon  the 
past  of  Instrumental  Music,  the  youngest  of  all 
the  branches  of  the  Art,  so-  young,  that  our 
great  grandfathers  were  the  first  who  heard  its 
master-works, — and  which  has  already  reached 
that  degree  of  perfection,  that  we  can  scarcely 
conceive  how  the  Future  can  add  to  it  anything. 

Until  the  seventeenth  century  there  was  al- 
most no  instrumental  music  in  the  state  of  Art. 
As  the  companion  of  vocal  melody  it  vegetated, 
as  melody  itself  did,  in  the  state  of  nature,  just 
an  accompaniment  or  complement  to  some  rude 
song.  It  had  no  independent  existence,  as  dance 
music,  military  music,  and  as  a  necessary  addi- 
tion to  certain  public  feasts  and  ceremonials. 
The  peasant,  who  had  no  voice,  blew  his  artless 
ballads  upon  his  bagpipe  or  his  reed ;  the  trou- 
badour sought  out  by  ear  upon  his  harp,  which 
lacked  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  strings  for 
the  semi-tones,  an  accompaniment,  which  he  had 
either  invented  or  learned  from  tradition ;  and 
in  all  probability  they  both  found  more  beauty 
in  the  traditional  chords,  than  did  the  theorists  of 
their  time.  Marches  and  trumpet  flourishes  led 
warriors  to  battle,  without  a  regimental  kapel- 
meister  having  much  to  do  with  it.  A  purely 
mechanical  routine  guided  the  fingers  of  the 
fiddler  on  the  neck  of  the  most  despised  of  in- 
struments, which  played  alike  for  the  dances  of 
the  lady  in  her  feudal  castle,  and  for  the  frolics 
of  the  rustics  on  the  greensward.  Honor  to 
these  brave  players,  ancestors  of  a  Lapont  and 
Paganini  !  They  alone  possessed,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  secret  of  the  true  scales,  while  the 
learned  were  still  battling  with  the  phantom  of 
the  Greek  modes. 

United  in  a  corporation,  and  forming  one  of 
the  least  esteemed  classes  of  society,  the  instru- 
mentists  had  not  the  advantage  of  being  counted 
among  musicians;  that  title  being  monopolized 
by  the  composers  and  professors  of  music.  They 
had  to  be  sure,  like  all  mechanics,  their  customs, 
their  period  of  apprenticeship,  their  degrees  and 
masterships;  some  too  no  doubt  gave  proofs  of  a 
certain  mechanical  facility  or  a  true  talent.  But 
since  all  this  had  nothing  in  common  with  the 
art  of  composition,  of  which  tradition,  instinct 
and  routine  formed  the  complement,  we  can  re- 
gard them  only  as  musicians  in  the  state  of  na- 
ture, just  as  we  meet  to-day  quite  skilful  persons, 
in  their  way,  in  countries  and  places  where  the 
use  of  harmony  is  yet  unknown. 

An  instrument,  the  oldest  of  all,  since  it  reaches 


back,  in  name,  if  not  in  reality,  to  heathen  anti- 
quity, the  Organ,  was  at  an  early  time  exempted 
from  the  ban,  which  weighed  upon  instrumental 
music.  The  introduction  of  the  organ  into  the 
Western  churches  dates  back  to  the  eighth  cen- 
tury. But  this  age  is  entirely  lost  to  the  history 
of  the  progress  of  composition,  since  no  monu- 
ment has  come  to  us  in  notes,  from  which  we  can 
see  how  they  played  the  organ  before  Presco- 
baldi.  Meanwhile  we  take  it  for  granted,  that 
from  the  eighth  to  the  fifteenth  century  the 
achievements  of  the  organist  were  limited  to 
doubling  the  Choral  Song  and  giving  the  key  to 
the  singers.  What  more  could  he  have  done  in 
the  state  in  which  music  was  in  the  Middle  Ages, 
without  melody  and  almost  without  chords  ?  But 
from  the  moment  that  the  progress  of  counter- 
pomt,  improved  by  melody,  had  obliterated  the 
groundwork  of  the  periodic  fugue,  the  organ 
served  for  more  than  mere  filling  up  ;  the  science 
and  special  talent  of  the  organist  necessarily 
built  themselves  up  by  degrees,  and  from  that 
time  it  was,  as  I  believe,  that  the  need  was  felt  of 
a  special  notation  for  this  instrument,  the  first 
printed  tablatiires  of  which  appeared  in  the  year 
1513,  but  were  afterwards  lost. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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Mozart's  12th  Mass  Analyzed. 

BY    E.    HOLMES. 

(Concluded  from  last  Number,) 

In  the  next  movement,  Quoniam,  in  G  2-4,  the 
music  can  scarcely  be  said  to  begin  with  the  in- 
troductory symphony  ;  the  chords  struck  on  the 
violins  merely  arouse  attention  by  announcing  that 
something  is  about  to  take  place.  The  voice  parts, 
consisting  of  solo,  quartet,  and  chorus,  are  florid, 
pretty,  and  elegant ;  and  relieve,  by  the  contrast 
of  a  light  and  cheerful  style,  the  solemnity  of  the 
Qui  iollis.  Were  it  not  for  the  melodious  and  elegant 
eifect  of  the  quartet  of  voices  and  the  delicacy  of 
the  instrumentation,  the  character  of  this  music 
would  be  common  ;  the  bass  and  tenor  solos,  which 
open  the  two  divisions  of  the  movement,  have  this 
tendency  ;  but  the  popular  in  style  is  still  combined 
with  matter  for  the  reiined  hearer.  The  history  of 
melody  and  of  instrumental  effect  might  be  well 
illustrated  by  a  compostion  so  strongly  marked  by 
its  age  as  this.  We  are  carried  back  to  the  time  of 
'  Artaxerxes '  and  Dr.  Arne,  in  a  symphony  ending 
with  this  formula  of  notes — the  old  and  approved 
method  of  corning  to  a  cadence  : — 
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It  is  seldom  that  Mozart  has  such  things  to  answer 
for.  Then,  as  if  some  friendly  burgomeister  and 
patron  of  his  was  to  he  present  at  the  perform- 
ance of  the  Mass,  Mozart  provides  for  him,  to  re- 
mind him  of  the  musical  charms  of  his  youth,  a 
passage  of  Rosalia  ; — 

Tu  solus     sane    -    -    -    -    tus 


Sopra.  J 
Alto. 
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Tu  so  -  lus 

This  phrase  is  repeated  three  times,  ending  with 
a  cadence  a  note  higher,  till  it  reaches  E  minor. 
The  composer  then  returns  to  G,  by  descending 
gradations,  in  a  manner  purely  his  own,  so  beau- 
tiful and  expressive  as  to  form  an  instructive  con- 
trast to  a  progression  which  carries  in  it  the  seeds 
of  old  age  and  decay  : 

Quo  -  ni    •    am        tu        so  -  lus. 


Soprano. 

Alto. 

Tenor. 
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This  passage  was  certainly  liked  by  its  composer; 
we  may  see  it  in  his  accompaniment  for  the  first 
violins  ;    an  octave  feature  pecu-  « 

liar   to   his   scores,    when    in    the  _o fc!_ 

most   luxurious  vein  of  composi-  y     i,  ^F~i 


tion. 


The  conclusion  for  solo  voices  is  also  striking- 
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Cherubini,  in  the  Et  incarnatus  of  his  Mass  in  F, 
and  Beethoven,  in  the  slow  movement  of  his  Sym- 
phony in  C  minor,  have  improved  on  hints  here 
given  for  the  rise  and  fall  of  simple  melody. 

The  last  chorus  of  the  Gloria  is  a  model  of  the 
choruses  of  effect,  since  abundantly  introduced 
into  Oratorios,  Cantatas,  Masses,  &c.,  as  final  ter- 
minations, or  at  their  main  divisions.  Of  these,  a 
fugue  forms  the  chief  and  prominent  feature, 
though  not  carried  throughout  to  the  end,  the  sub- 
ject being  relinquished  for  something  more  popu- 
lar and  effective  than  counterpoint  can  afford,  and 
the  music  brought  to  a  conclusion  amidst  a  blaze 
of  grand  harmonies,  and  of  glittering  and  rapid 
accompaniments.  Haydn's  chorus,  "  The  Heavens 
are  telling,"  Beethoven's  final  chorus  in  the 
"  Mount  of  Olives,"  the  concluding  chorus  in  the 
Gloria  of  Cherubini's  Mass  in  F,  are  instances 
immediately  occurring  -to  the  memory  in  which 
this  plan  of  composition  has  been  adopted.  It 
needed  but  to  .'hoiv  the  way  and  set  the  example 
of  some  bold  and  surprising  change  in  the  routine 
of  composition,  and  hundreds  were  ready  to  profit 
by  it,  and  to  diversify  and  even  improve  upon  the 
original  invention. 

We  shall  do  very  imperfect  justice  to  the  idea 
of  the  heroic  and  daring  genius  of  Mozart,  from 
his  earliest  manhood,  if  we  omit  to  consider  the 
number  of  important  and  beautiful  things  in 
music  which  owe  their  first  discovery  to  him.  It 
is  in  this  light  that  we  must  consider  his  services 
to  the  art,  whenever  in  silent  meditation  on  the 
progress  of  music  we  are  enabled  to  revolve  the 
chronology  of  composition.  He  opened  the  door 
to  the  moderns  in  such  a  number  of  new  designs, 
and,  by  the  demonstrations  of  his  skill,  so  well 
stemmed  the  tide  of  authority  and  precedent,  that 
there  is  nothing  new  and  beautiful  appearing  as  a 
rare  effort  in  the  present  age  of  music,  which 
does  not  owe  him  tribute. 

How  much,  in  spite  of  the  finished  specimens  ol 
fugued  writing  contained  in  the  works  of  the  old 
school,  as  represented  by  the  Saxon  champions, 
Bach  and  Handel,  the  productions  of  that  school 
require  alteration  and  improvement,  to  address  an 
audience  of  the  present  day,  without  fatiguing 
them,  we  have  of  late  had  many  opportunities 
of  observing.  In  going  through  the  library  of 
Handel's  works,  to  prepare  them  for  public  per- 
formance, every  director  feels  himself  authorized 
to  prune  and  retrench  at  discretion,  and  generally 
does  the  composer  good  service  therein.  Ap- 
position of  pieces,  and  contrast  of  effects — all 
that  work  in  music  which  constitutes  a  good  de- 
sign, and  carries  on  the  interest  of  hearers  in  one 
uninterrupted  succession  of  pleasing  emotions — 
is  so  little  consulted,  that,  if  an  oratorio  should 
be  performed  in  its  entirety,  and  one  tiresome, 
uninteresting  song  permitted  to  succeed  another, 
as  left  in  the  original  by  the  composer,  the  ther- 
mometer of  public  sufferance  and  disgust  would 
soon  point  out  the  necessary  excisions.  It  ap- 
pears astonishing  that  such  an  animated  and 
enthusiastic  man — one  so  impassioned  in  his  im- 
pulses, should  have  exercised  no  authority  over 
his  libretto.  The  common-place  and  trivial  senti- 
ments and  subjects  of  many  of  the  songs  set  by 
Handel,  show  him  to  have  set  to  work  in  a  dogged 
and  resolute  spirit — defying  any  words  to  baffle 
him,  and  apparently  ready,  as  Michael  Wise 
once  threatened,  to  set  the  gazette  or  the  speeches 
in  Parliament  to  music. 

Exercises  in  counterpoint  took,  in  this  age,  the 
place  of  inspiration  and  taste  ;  and  themes,  ex- 
tended by  imitation  and  fugue,  helped  to  fill  the 
barren  spots  in  thick  volumes,  whose  intrinsic 
interest  bore  a  small  proportion  to  their  bulk. 
The  musical  public  of  the  last  century  exercised 
no  influence  on  the  composer,  by  inciting  him 
to   condense   and  mould  his  work  for  pleasure, 


^ 


^. 


¥ 


BOSTON,    SEPTEMBER    9,    1854. 


179 


Audiences  were  scanty,  and  the  few  who  under- 
stood music  well  were  contented  to  be  gratified 
at  intervals.  The  pecuniary  recompense  of  Han- 
del's labors  was  not  obtained  so  much  by  the 
performance  of  his  oratorios,  as  by  ths  hand- 
some subscription  with  which  these  works  were 
supported  on  their  publication.  Hence  prolixity 
in  the  formation  of  a  big  book  was  not  dis- 
couraged ;  and,  on  examining  the  real  treasures 
contained  in  his  volumes,  we  find  much  of 
the  most  important  duty  of  the  composer  still  to 
perform 

Yet  when  the  moment  came,  and  a  sentiment 
or  situation  of  interest  was  suitably  expressed 
in  words  for  music,  who  could  excel  Handel  ? 
and  especially  when  he  roused  himself  with  lion 
energy  for  some  fugue — such,  for  instance,  as  the 
closing  one  to  "Alexander's  Feast,"  "Let  old 
Timotheus,"  with  its  memorable  pedal  point,"  in 
which  all  the  four  subjects  are  brought  in  so 
naturally,  and  lead  with  such  effect  to  the  tinal 
cadence,  as  to  be  a  model  of  excellence  for  all 
time. 

The  choral  works  of  Sebastian  Bach  are  only 
just  begining  to  be  known,  through  the  exertions 
of  the  society  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
Sterndale  Bennett.  It  will  be  interesting  to  learn 
how  compositions,  produced  in  the  secluded  life 
of  Leipsic  in  the  last  century,  are  adapted  to  the 
present  requirements  of  music.  Certainly,  in 
instrumental  music.  Bach  greatly  outstripped  his 
age  ;  and,  in  music  for  keyed  instruments — the 
piano-forte  chiefly — has  left  works  of  such  ele- 
gance and  beauty  of  expression,  as  well  as  pro- 
found science,  that  neither  Mozart  nor  Beethoven 
can  excel  them,  or  excite  higher  pleasure.  When 
we  consider  the  smallness  of  the  means  employed 
to  produce  the  music  of  such  a  work  as  the  Forty- 
eight  Preludes  and  Fugues — the  piano-forte  only, 
and  ten  fingers — with  the  result  obtained, — the 
ever-growing  life-long  interest  of  the  compositions, 
their  varietj'  of  character,  the  beauty  of  the  mere 
tunes  and  subjects,  and  the  structure  of  the 
counterpoint,  which  is  as  interesting  to  read  and 
think  of,  as  to  hear — it  is  difficult  not  to  give  this 
work  the  highest  place  among  the  productions  of 
musical  mind. 

In  the  face  of  these  great  authorities  for  fugue, 
Mozart  broke  up  the  accustomed  usage,  and 
opened  therein  a  free  territory  for  musicians. 
The  fugue  in  the  Twelfth  Mass  is  the  first  speci- 
men of  modern  art  in  that  style.  Its  form  is  en- 
tirely new.  Instead  of  ending  after  the  pedal  point, 
as  the  most  natural  climax  of  the  composition, 
it  goes  into  a  coda,  introducing  a  crescendo,  and  a 
very  showy  operatic  cadenza,  in  wnich  novelty 
and  effect  appear  as  elements  of  interest  in 
music. 

The  subject  of  the  fugue  may  be  well  remem- 
bered, but  we  venture  to  quote  it : — 
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Cum  Sancto  Spi  -  ri  -  tu  in  glo-ri-a  De  -  i  Pa-tris,  A-roen. 

The  counterpoint  to  this  bold  and  grand  subject 
is  extremely  florid,  and  spreads  over  such  an  ex- 
tent of  notes  —  a  tenth  often  in  running  scale 
passages  for  the  bass — that  the  music  is  not  easy 
to  execute,  and  requires  a  choir  vi'ho  can  vocalize 
and  pass  smoothly  from  note  to  note.  The  full 
and  harmonious  effect  of  these  wide  dispersions 
of  harmony  gratifies  the  hearer  ;  and  these  bars, 
as  they  used  to  be  performed  by  the  old  South 
Street  Choir,  remain  still  very  pleasant  in  my  re- 
collection : — 


Soprano. 
Alto. 

Tenor. 
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Beautiful  and  expressive,  and  entirely  in  the 
modern  character  of  the  fugue,  is  the  interme- 
diate phrase — a  sequence  of  the  seventh  and  sixth, 
which  introduces  the  subject  in  the  bass  in  E 
minor  : — 
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Pa-tris.    A-men.  De  -  i 


Pa  -  tna. 
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In  this  melodious  syncopation,  Mozart  had  pe- 
culiar delight.  It  seems  always  welcome  to  him, 
and  we  find  it  in  the  last  finale  of  his  last  opera, 
Clemenza  di  Tito,  introducing  the  first  solo  of  its 
hero.  Bach  had  before  admired  the  same  thing  ; 
and  though  he  employs  it  with  elegance  and  ex- 
pression in  his  fugue  in  F  sharp  minor  (No.  3S), 
it  does  not  sound  so  well  as  in  Mozart,  from  being 
only  in  two  parts:— 


Soprano. 
Alto. 


Tenor. 
Bass. 
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It  is  to  be  remembered  that  Mozart  knew 
nothing  of  the  Forty-eight  Fugues  at  this  time, 
nor  till  the  year  in  which  he  was  first  settled  at 
Vienna.  But  the  great  point  of  interest  in  the 
fugue,  is  the  magnificent  pedale  prolonged  for  six- 
teen bars,  and  heralded  with  pompous  chromatic 
chords,  and  the  notes  of  the  trumpet  marking  the 
first  and  third  of  the  bar.  The  composer  knew 
that  he  had  a  good  thing  in  hand,  and  aroused 
attention  to  it  with  his  wonted  address.  The  sud- 
den cessation  of  all  motion  in  voices  or  instru- 
ments for  half  a  bar  before  the  tenor  leads  ofl" 
Cum  Sancto,  is  an  example  : — 


The  joyous  character  of  the  whole  passage  has 
never  been  exceeded  in  music,  and  the  musician 
who  recalls  his  first  impressions  of  it,  will  re- 
member his  feelings  of  surprise  and  admiration. 
In  this  fugue  the  old  premeditated  science — its 
curious  inversions  of  double  counterpoint,  and 
bringing  of  several  subjects  together,  is  discarded 
for  one  general  choral  and  orchestral  effect  of 
exultation  and  triumph.  As  an  artistic  work,  it 
is  simple  and  unlabored,  bearing  traces  of  pas- 
sion, eagerness,  and  haste  in  the  composition. 
One  may  even  find  in  it  some  examples  of  faulty 
progressions,  octaves  and  fifths,  but  the  ear  is 
satisfied  in  these  last,  by  the  sound  making  the 
forbidden  fifth  having  been  heard  before  in  another 
part. 

The  structure  of  the  Credo  shows  a  desire  to 
hasten  the  expression  of  the  text  so  as  to  keep 
the  music  of  the  Mass  within  reasonable  limits. 
The  words  are  declaimed  on  chords  in  the  most 
usual  style  of  the  progressions  of  Mozart,  who 
reserves  himself  for  the  Et  incarnatus  est.  A 
minor.  Adagio,  4-4.  The  design  of  this  move- 
ment is  original,  and  the  effect  not  surpasssed  by 
any  of  the  maturest  works  of  the  author.  It  is  a 
tenor  solo,  accompanied  by  soprano,  alto,  and 
bass  solo  voices,  with  a  chorus,  entering  occasion- 
ally, tittti  piano,  and  orchestral  effects  of  the  most 
exquisite  description.  The  stringed  instruments 
begin  the  subject  in  unison  : — 


Adagio. 
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and,  after  the  two  corresponding  bars,  the  whole 
orchestra  enters  piano,  the  parts  dispersed  in  this 
symmetrical  and  beautiful  manner  ;- 


Vic.  1. 
Oboi. 


Vio.  2. 


Cor. 
Fag. 
Bassi. 


The  tenor  solo  begins  with  those  breathing 
long  notes  to  which  a  Rubini  or  a  Mario  would 
give  the  expression ;  its  opening  is  curiously 
accompanied  with  almost  the  identical  notes  of 
the  symphony.  The  cantabile  of  the  tenor,  by 
turns  pathetic  and  sweet,  keeps  its  way  amidst 
such  novel  resources  of  accompaniment  of  voices 
and  instruments,  that  the  listener  can  hardly  do 
justice  to  them  on  a  first  hearing.  But  the  music 
becomes  simpler  as  it  proceeds,  and  the  subdued 
tones  of  the  chorus  in  the  expression  of  the 
Crucifixus  have  a  solemnity  and  depth  of  color- 
ing not  to  be  surpassed.  Mozart,  as  usual,  leads 
us  up  to  his  most  impassioned  effects.  The  first 
entrance  of  the  chorus  of  Basses  sotto  voce  on 
the  words  Crucifixus,  with  the  iterated  notes  on 
the  stringed  instruments,  produces  in  the  hearer 
a  momentary  agitation  and  renewed  attention. 
After  the  cadence  in  F,  the  music  goes  on  quietly, 
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then  comes  the  change  to  B  minor,  and  then  the 
6  on  B,  with  the  beautiful  appogiatura  in  the 
violin  accompaniment,  the  F  sharp  against  the  F 
natural  in  the  alto  ; — 


Vio.  1. 


Soprano. 
Alto. 
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From  the  manner  in  which  the  author  prolongs 
this  exquisite  feature  of  accompaniment,  it  is 
evident  that  he  had  been  preparing  for  it,  and  that 
he  leaves  it  with  regret.  The  chorus  closes  on 
the  dominant  of  A  minor — the  tenor  solo  then  re- 
sumes in  that  key  part  of  the  theme  before  heard 
in  C  major,  and  the  chorus  is  again  brought  in  for 
a  short  ecclesiastical  cadence  terminating  with  the 
rtiajor  third.     This  Et  inearnatus  est  is  not  only 
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the  greatest  movement  in  the  Mass,  but  one  of  the 
greatest  in  all  music.  Performed  in  avast  edifice, 
with  all  those  accessions  of  sight  and  sound,  of 
choir  and  orchestra,  with  which  the  Catholic  ser- 
vice is  celebrated  on  the  Continent,  its  effect  can 
scarcely  be  conceived. 

The  Sanchis  in  C,  3-4,  is  simple  and  majestic, 
but  is  much  surpassed  by  the  composer  in  other 
Vi-orks.  There  is  a  reminiscence  of  the  Kyrie  at 
Dominris  Deus,  as  if  Mozart  were  afraid  that  in 
this  Ions  work  liearcrs  would  forget  what  he  began 
with.  By  this  resource  he  gives  connection  and 
uniformity  of  design  to  his  productions.  The  Bene- 
dictus  in  F  opens  with  the  first  tliought  of  the  min- 
uet in  Don  Giovanni,  and  it  is  curious  to  observe 
bow  it  turns  oiF.  This  piece  for  a  quartet  of  solo 
voices  and  chorus  is  mu<:h  too  long,  and  the  solos 
constructed  for  the  display  of  the  compass  and 
florid  execution  of  the  singers  would  now  be  thought 
intolerably  tedious.  They  are  mere  solfeggi  in  the 
old  Italian  taste,  made  to  conciliate  tlie  Italian  sing- 
ers, who  were  the  first  performers  of  this  work. 
Mozart  gratified  his  Gei-man  orchestra  with  more 
success.  This  solo  passage  for  the  first  oboe  is  ex- 
tremely elegant; 
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The  Agnus  Dei,  in  C  minor,  has  a  slight  correspond- 
ence in  style  with  the  Qui  tollis.  It  is  a  chorus  in 
which  the  voices  principally  accompany  the  orches- 
tra, and  solos  for  the  violoncellos  and  first  violins 
have  alternate  prominence.  The  instrumental  ef- 
fects are  very  agreeable,  but  Mozart  did  not  put 
out  much  power  in  their  construction.  It  is  curious 
that  this  Mass  does  not  end  in  the  key  in  which  it 
began.  The  last  movement  in  C,  2-4,  Dona  nobis,  is 
remarkable  for  brilliancy  and  originality.  Though 
light,  and  in  perpetual  motion  in  its  accompani- 
ments, it  bears  the  stamp  of  creative  mind.  It  re- 
sumes, in  a  new  time,  the  crescendo,  the  unison,  the 
syncopated  phrase  of  the  Gloria,  and  blends  all  that 
had  been  before  heard  with  something  new,  binding 
together  and  completing  the  whole  The  accompa- 
niments sometimes  career  about  in  double  scales 
with  extraordinary  activity,  and  in  a  manner  which 
the  utmost  latitude  of  rejoicing  in  a  great  Catholic 
festival  can  alone  reconcile  us  to  in  Church  music. 
Yet  this  brilliant  climax  is  in  keeping  with  what  has 
gone  before,  and  is  the  proper  conclusion  of  the 
musical  designs. 

The  internal  evidence  of  the  Twelfth  Mass  makes 
us  unhesitatingly  assign  it  to  the  year  1778,  when 
Mozart  was  seeking  to  obtain  an  appointment  in  the 
Ducal  chapel  at  Manheim.  It  agrees  in  all  circum- 
stances with  what  is  known  of  that  period — the  ad- 
vanced state  of  the  Manheim  orchestra,  the  Italian 
taste  of  the  solo  singers  there  engaged,  and  the  his- 
tory of  an  epoch  in  the  art  when  an  important 
change  could  only  be  introduced  into  music  by  pay- 
ing some  homage  to  tradition,  and  not  overthrowing 
the  established  system  at  once.  Of  the  manner  in 
which  this  was  done,  the  work  remaigs  a  monument. 
The  immense  variety  of  effects,  combinations,  and 
contrasts  capable  of  being  brought  within  the  scope 
of  the  modern  orchestra  and  chorus,  could  hardly 
have  been  represented  in  a  work  less  extensive, 
which  had  not  only  to  please  the  solo  singers  in  their 
own  way,  but  to  open  new  prospects  of  pleasure  in 
the  art,  and  to  show  from  whose  pen  they  might  be 
expected.  Produced  under  these  difficult  conditions, 
the  pen  hurried,  and  the  composer  evidently  desirous 
of  reaching  the  end  of  his  work,  we  may  well  com- 
pound for  some  redundancies  in  it,  and  wonder  to 
find  musical  pleasure  so  long  and  so  well  sustained. 

For  the  young  composer  himself,  at  the  age  of  22, 
the  work,  as  it  regarded  influence  on  his  own  fortune 
or  position,  was  a  failure.  Can  it  really  have  been 
that  such  pure  and  natural  melodies  were  fifty  years 
in  advance  of  their  first  audience  ?  Was  the  mag- 
nificent patronage  of  the  century  solely  lavished  on 
executing  artists,  and  denied  to  any  composer,  not  a 
professed  imitator,  walking  reverentially  in  the  old 
ways  ?  The  traditions  of  the  first  reception  of  the 
work  are  lost.  Here  at  least  we  know  that  within 
thirty  years  it  has  been  more  liked  than  any  Mass — 
that  its  simple  unpretending  style  attains  by  com- 
mon consent  the  beau  ideal  of  graceful  simplicity, 
and  that  nothing  continues  more  to  extend  the  cir- 
cles of  those  who  love  and  practice  music. 

Of  the  Manheim  sojourn  of  the  youthful  Mozart 
much  remains  to  be  told,  could  we  only  summon 
credible  witnesses.  He  wi-ote  at  this  time  under  the 
influence  of  friendship,  and  of  the  softer  feelings 
incident  to  his  years,  some  of  his  best  things.    We 


see  by  the  bassoon  and  oboe  parts  of  the  Mass  that 
he  was  on  the  best  terms  with  the  wind  instrument 
players.  A  quartet  for  the  flute,  and  another  for  the 
oboe,  with  stringed  instruments  written  at  this  period 
for  particular  players,  oflfered  them  higher  proof  of 
his  estimation ;  while  the  slow  movements  of  his 
sonatas  for  the  Piano  and  Violin  are  in  the  greatest 
esteem  for  Iheir  sentimental  beauty.  His  health  was 
already  delicate.  He  is  said  as  early  as  1778  to  have 
suffered  from  an  affection  of  the  chest,  complicated 
with  a  nervous  malady  that  caused  him  hours  of 
deep  dejection. 


The  authorship  of  the  following  beautiful  lines  is  not  known. 
They  are  said  to  be  copied  from  "a  late  English  magazine." 
Some  have  ascribed  them,  on  what  authority  we  know  not,  to 
Mrs.  Browning.  At  all  events,  they  must  have  been  written 
by  one  who  possesses  "  the  power  and  the  faculty  divine." 

PHILIP,    MY    KING  ! 

Look  at  me  with  thy  large  brown  eyes, 

Philip,  my  King! 
For  round  thee  the  purple  shadow  lies 
Of  babyhood's  regal  dignities; 

Lay  on  my  neck  thy  tiny  hand. 
With  Love's  invisible  sceptre  laden; 

I  am  thine  Esther  to  command, 
Till  thou  shall  find  thy  Queen-handmaiden, 
Philip,  my  King! 

On  the  day  when  thou  goest  a-wooing, 

Philip,  my  King! 
When  those  beautiful  lips  are  suing. 
And,  some  gentle  heart's  bars  undoing. 

Thou  dost  enter  love-crowned,  and  there 
Sittest  all  glorified.     Rule  kindly, 

Tenderly,  over  thy  kingdom  fair, 
For  we  that  love,  ah !  we  love  so  blindly, 
Philip,  my  King! 

I  gaze  from  thy  sweet  mouth  up  to  thy  brow, 

Philip,  my  King! 
Ay,  there  lies  the  spirit,  all  sleeping  now, 
That  may  rise  like  a  giant  and  make  men  bow 

As  to  one  God-throned  amid  his  peers. 
My  son !  than  thy  brethren,  higher,  fairer, 

Let  me  behold  thee  in  future  years ; 
Yet  thy  head  needeth  a  circlet  rarer, 
Philip,  my  King ! 

A  wreath,  not  of  gold,  but  of  palm,  one  day, 

Philip,  my  King! 
Thou,  too,  must  tread,  as  we  tread,  a  way 
Thorny,  and  bitter,  and  cold,  and  gray ; 

Rebels  within  thee  and  foes  without 
Will  snatch  at  thy  crown ;  but  go  on,  glorious 

Martyr,  yet  monarch,  till  angels  shout 
As  thou  sittest  at  the  feet  of  God,  victorious — 
Philip,  my  King! 


A  Musical  Law-Suit. — The  KnicTcerbocTcer 
for  this  month  narrates  the  following  dream  of  a 
New  York  lawyer : 

We  recollect  (for  how  should  we  forget  ?)  hear- 
ing the  eminent  David  Graham,  Junior,  narrate 
one  evening  in  the  sanctum  the  '  facts'  mentioned 
in  the  subjoined  '  spiritual  communication  '  to  the 
Editor  from  a  legal  correspondent :  '  It  fell  to  my 
lot  some  time  since  to  have  a  case  to  try  of  con- 
siderable importance,  and  pending  in  a  distant 
county.  I  spent  not  a  little  time  in  preparing  for 
the  trial,  and  at  the  time  appointed  set  out  to 
attend  it.  The  whole  day  was  spent  upon  the 
rail-road,  until  midnight,  when,  fatigued  and  jaded 
out,  I  reached  a  hotel  and  took  a  bed.  BIy  body 
seemed  at  once  to  fall  asleep.  Not  so,  however, 
the  mind.  It  had  been  considerably  overworked, 
and  could  not  at  once  come  to  a  state  of  rest.  It 
dreamed,  and  of  course,  the  theme  was  connected 
with  the  law.  I  seemed  to  be  in  the  old  Supreme 
Court  in  the  days  of  its  glory.  There  was  the 
mild  countenance  of  Kent,  the  Chief  Justice,  and 
the  noble  head  of  Spencer ;  Smith,  Thompson, 
Van  Ness  and  Yates  completed  the  court.  The 
great  dignity  and  good  sense  displayed  in  the 
bearing  of  Thompson  was  as  charming  as  the  fas- 
cination and  brilliancy  which  sat  upon  the  face 
of  Van  Ness.     The  action  on  trial  was  brought  by 


the  composer  of  a  piece  of  music  against  a  musi- 
cian— some  Mons.  JuUien  of  his  day — to  recover 
damages  for  improperly  performing  the  music. 
The  parties  prosecuted  and  defended  in  person. 
The  author,  after  stating  his  case,  and  showing  in 
a  forcible  manner  how  his  feelings  and  his  repu- 
tation had  sufTered  from  the  carelessness  and  un- 
skilfulness  of  the  defendant,  proceeded  to  sing 
his  song  in  the  way  it  should  be  sung.  He  pro- 
duced his  '  tooting-we'pon,'  as  Natty  Bumpo  would 
have  called  it,  blew  a  clear,  shrill  note,  took  the 
key,  and  went  on  to  sing.  He  made  a  very  happy 
'  hit.'  The  piece  was  a  fine  allegro  movement. 
It  pleased  the  judges  exceedingly.  It  was  re- 
peated with  evident  pleasure,  both  to  the  singer 
and  his  judicial  listeners.  Then  separate  strains 
were  sung  and  repeated,  and  the  author  explained 
the  propriety  of  his  manner  of  rendering  the  lan- 
guage and  sentiment  of  his  song.  Most  evidently 
he  '  had  the  ear  of  the  Court,'  and  he  put  up  pipe 
and  sat  down  with  a  most  satisfactory  expression 
on  his  countenance.  The  defendant  then  arose 
to  argue  kis  side  of  the  novel  case.  To  my  sur- 
prise he  made  no  objection  to  the  plaintiff's  right 
to  maintain  such  an  action  :  but  after  a  pathetic 
appeal  to  the  judges,  '  audire  alteram  partem'  he 
proceeded  to  render  the  song  himself,  contending 
that  it  was  most  clearly  an  andante  movement, 
and  must  be  so  executed.  That  rendering  he 
gave  it ;  and,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  dignified 
Judge  Spencer,  he  repeated  it  in  a  still  more  slow 
and  majestic  manner.  It  was  soon  apparent  that 
the  song  with  this  rendering  gave  the  Court  quite 
as  much  satisfaction  as  the  other  had  done.  At 
the  suggestion  of  Judge  Kent,  the  parties  sang 
the  song  in  rotation,  in  whole,  and  then  verse  by 
verse.  The  more  the  Court  heard  of  the  case 
the  more  evident  was  it  that  the  Judges  were  a 
little  at  fault ;  that  they  could  not  decide  such  a 
case  as  that  '  off-hand.'  Finally,  after  some  de- 
liberation with  his  brethren,  the  learned  Chief 
Justice  stated  that  '  The  Court  felt  some  diffi- 
culty with  this  rather  unusual  case:  that,  as 
the  parties  were  probably  aware,  the  Judges 
had  paid  rather  more  of  their  devotions  to  the 
goddess  Justitia  than  to  the  muse  Melpomene : 
that,  in  short,  they  were  so  much  strangers  to 
music,  both  as  a  science  and  an  art,  that  they  were 
really  unable  to  say  which  of  the  able  and  skilful 
artists  before  them  had  correctly  interpreted  the 
spirit  and  sentiment  of  the  song  :  that,  evidendy, 
there  was  much  to  be  said  and  '  much  remained 
unsung '  on  both  sides ;  much,  too,  that  it  would  be 
both  pleasant  and  profitable  to  hear :  that  this  case 
was  likely  to  be  a  leading  one  hereafter  in  this 
class  of  actions,  and  that  it  therefore  should  and 
would  receive  careful  and  deliberate  attention 
from  the  Court :  and  that  the  Court  would  take 
the  papers,  and  he,  the  Chief  Justice,  would,  as 
the  representative  of  the  Court,  immediately  de- 
vote himself  to  the  study  of  music  :  he  would  both 
learn  to  read  music  and  learn  to  sing,  and  would 
then  take  up  this  song  and  learn  to  sing  it  as  it 
ought  to  be  sung ;  and  he  would  then  sing  it  in 
open  Court,  at  the  next  or  some  future  general 
term.  And  the  judgment  of  the  Court  would  be, 
that  as  he  should  then  sing  it  so  it  should  be  sung 
in  all  future  time  ! '  The  papers  in  the  case  were 
then  handed  to  the  Court,  and  the  next  case  was 
called. 


ON     A     BUST    OF     DANTE. 

BY  DR.  T.   W.  PARSONS. 

See,  from  this  counterfeit  of  him 
Whom  Arno  shall  remember  long. 
How  stern  of  lineament,  how  grim. 
The  father  was  of  Tuscan  song. 
There  but  the  burning  sense  of  wrong. 
Perpetual  care  and  Bcorn,  abide ; 
Small  friendship  for  the  lordly  throng; 
Distrust  of  all  the  world  beside. 

Faithful  if  this  wan  image  be. 

No  dream  his  life  was — but  a  fight; 

Could  any  Beatrice  see 

A  lover  in  that  anchorite  ? 

To  that  cold  Ghibeline's  gloomy  sight 

Who  could  have  guessed  the  visions  came 
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Of  Beauty,  veiled  with  heavenly  light, 
In  circles  of  eternal  flame  ? 

The  lips  as  Cumse's  cavern  close, 
The  cheeks  with  fast  and  sorrow  thin, 
The  rigid  front,  almost  morose, 
But  for  the  patient  hope  within, 
Declare  a  life  whose  course  hath  been 
Unsullied  still,  though  still  severe. 
Which,  through  the  wavering  days  of  sin, 
Kept  itself  icy-chaste  and  clear. 

Not  wholly  such  his  haggard  look 
When  wandering  once,  forlorn,  he  strayed,' 
With  no  companion  save  his  book, 
To  Corvo's  hushed  monastic  shade; 
Where,  as  the  Benedictine  laid 
His  palm  upon  the  pilgrim  guest. 
The  single  boon  for  which  he  prayed 
The  convent's  charity  was  rest.* 

Peace  dwells  not  here — this  rugged  face 
Betrays  no  spirit  of  repose; 
The  sullen  warrior  sole  we  trace, 
The  marble  man  of  many  woes. 
Such  was  his  mien  when  first  arose 
The  thought  of  that  strange  tale  divine, 
When  hell  he  peopled  with  his  foes,. 
The  scourge  of  many  a  guilty  line. 

War  to  the  last  he  waged  with  all 
The  tyrant  canker-worms  of  earth ; 
Baron  and  duke,  in  hold  and  hall, 
Cursed  the  dark  hour  that  gave  him  birth; 
He  used  Rome's  hariot  for  his  mirth; 
Plucked  bare  hypocrisy  and  crime; 
But  valiant  souls  of  knightly  worth 
Transmitted  to  the  rolls  of  Time. 

0,  Time!  whose  verdicts  mock  our  own, 
The  only  righteous  judge  art  thou ; 
That  poor,  old  exile,  sad  and  lone. 
Is  Latium's  other  Virgil  now: 
Before  his  name  the  nations  bow; 
His  words  are  parcel  of  mankind, 
Deep  in  whose  hearts,  as  on  his  brow, 
The  marks  have  sunk  of  Dante's  mind. 
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Debut  of  Grisi  and  Mario. 

As  our  good  fortune  did  not  carry  us  to  Castle 
Garden  Monday  evening,  we  can  but  collect  evi- 
dences of  the  impression  produced  by  the  first 
performance  in  this  country  of  these  famous  Ital- 
ian artists.  It  was  of  course  an  occasion  of  great 
excitement  and  enthusiasm.  Yet  to  foretel  the 
limits  of  this  feeling  was  comparatively  easy, 
after  our  last  three  years'  experience  of  great 
vocal  celebrities  from  the  old  world.  As  we,  as 
every  thoughtful  one  predicted^  it  has  still  proved 
that  the  great  Jenny  Lind  excitement  was  an 
event  to  occur  but  once  in  a  century  and  not  to 
be  repeated.  You  have  but  to  read  the  natural 
law  of  such  excitements,  regarding  merely  the 
excitable  material,  or  public,  to  be  persuaded 
that  it  is  idle  to  expect  to  reproduce  them  when 
we  please,  by  any  means.  And  then  look- 
ing on  the  other  hand  to  the  exciting  cause,  it  is 
easy  to  see  that  Gkisi  appeals  to  a  class,  while 
the  Lind  appealed  to  all  classes.  Her  gift,  her 
genius,  was  universal.  As  to  wherein  resides  the 
peculiar  greatness  of  the  Geisi  it  is  quite  possi- 
ble to  form  an  essentially  correct  idea  by  infer- 
ence, after  hearing  Lind  and  Sontag  and  Al- 
BONi,  and  after  noting  well  the  tone  of  all  the 

*  It  is  told  of  Dante  that,  when  he  was  roaming  over  Italy, 
he  came  to  a  certain  monastery,  where  he  was  met  by  one  of 
the  friars,  who  blessed  him,  and  asked  what  was  his  desire  ;  to 
which  the  weary  stranger  simply  answered,  "  Face." 


rhapsodies  about  her.  She  is  undoubtedl}'  the 
finest  living  type  of  the  peculiar  genius  of  the 
■  modern  Italian  opera ;  her  genius  is  dramatic  ; 
she  is  Italian  passion,  fervor  and  intensity  per- 
sonified. This  we  imagine  is  the  preconceived 
idea  with  which  all  looked  forward  to  her  coming, 
and  this  the  testimony  of  the  delighted  auditors 
in  Castle  Garden.  But  modern  Italian  Opera 
may  do  its  perfect  work,  and  yet  the  larger  part 
of  the  whole  mission  of  Music  to  Humanity  re- 
mains undone.  The  Lind  we  heard  without 
the  exciting  opportunities  of  dramatic  action,  and 
yet  she  did  somehow  impersonate  to  the  hearts  of 
countless  and  insatiable  multitudes  more  of  the 
essential  humanity,  more  of  the  divinity  and 
ideality  of  Music  than  any  other,  or '  than  was 
ever  composed  into  the  forms  of  Italian  Opera. 

We  are  not  sayiilg  this  to  forestal  judgment,  or 
to  fortify  an  old  joy  against  the  disenchanting 
spell  of  a  newly  arrived  magicienne ;  we  doubt 
not  we  too  shall  find  great  delight  in  hearing 
Mario  and  Grisi  ;  but  we  have  indicated  one 
of  the  reasons  in  the  nature  of  the  case  why  it 
■was  idle  to  expect  a  repetition  of  the  Lind  ex- 
citement now.  Accordingly  few  were  surprised 
to  hear  that  the  high  prices  of  the  first  Castle 
Garden  night  had  to  come  down  the  second  night, 
and  that  the  auction  premiums,  after  the  first 
few  fancy  and  eccentric  bids,  sunk  to  the  level 
of  a  mere  nominal  advance.  All  the  factitious 
romance  thrown  about  the  affair  by  the  myste- 
rious "  Coutts "  ticket  went  no  farther  than  to 
raise  some  smiles  and  point  the  clever  pun  of  the 
Tribune :  "  C'est  la  premiere  place  qui  coute." 
Hard  times,  too,  and  a  multitude  of  other  circum- 
stances should  have  been  considered :  above  all 
the  undeniable  fact  that  the  current  of  public 
sentiment  in  this  amusement-seeking,  music-loving 
country  is  setting  decidedly  against  the  high 
price  system. 

Naturally  too  the  first  reports  of  the  number 
of  the  audience  were  flushed  and  in  great  con- 
trast with  the  sober  estimates  that  came  along 
afterwards.  Some  said  Castle  Garden  was  tuU  (it 
will  hold  some  8,000)  ;  some  said  it  was  only  half 
full ;  some  report  6,000,  others  only  3,000  hearers. 
There  is  an  air  of  reasonableness  in  the  letter  to 
Traveller,  which  after  a  qualified  admiration  of 
the  performance,  adds : 

But  we  shall  not  satisfy  the  curiosity  of  your 
readers  unless  we  answer  this  question :  "  On 
the  whole,  was  it  a  great  success  ?"  Frankly,  we 
answer.  No.  ,  Whether  we  compare  the  amount 
of  applause  at  the  beginning  with  that  at  the  end 
of  the  performance,  or  this  debut  with  similar 
previous  ones,  it  must  be  regarded,  if  a  success 
at  all,  as  a  very  moderate  one.  The  house  was 
little  more  than  half  full,  aud  a  large  proportion 
of  the  auditors  went  in  on  promenade  tickets  at 
$1  each,  who  came  down  upon  the  vacant  seats, 
at  the  close  of  the  first  act  like  a  herd  of  Van- 
dals. Taking  into  account  the  number  of  "  dead 
heads  "  present,  which,  from  the  mixed  character 
of  the  audience,  was  evidently  large,  the  receipts 
of  the  evening  could  not  have  exceeded  $8000, 
if  indeed  they  reached  $6000.  The  cause  of 
this  is  easily  found  in  the  attempt  of  the  manage- 
ment to  hold  tickets  at  $3,  and  $5. 

But  turning  to  the  more  pleasant  and  purely 
artistic  merits  of  the  case,  we  cannot  doubt  that 
the  gist  of  the  truth  of  the  matter,  quite  in  accor- 
dance with  all  that  we  have  been  wont  to  read 
and  to  infer,  is  told  by  the  critic  of  the  Courier 
and  Enquirer,  as  follows : 

Does  any  one  who  would  understand  the  infor- 
mation need  to  be  told  that  Grisi  has  a  mezzo 


soprano  voice  of  remarkable  compass  and  power, 
■ — that  her  style  is  eminently  declamatory  and 
dramatic,  in  fact  that  it  is  the  dramatic  style  which 
most  prima  donnas  of  the  day  imitate ; — that  she 
sings  with  great  intensity  of  expression  ?  No  one ; 
our  critical  task  is  short.  Grisi  on  Monday  even- 
ing showed  all  the  qualities  which  were  looked  for 
as  much  as  if  they  had  been  promised  by  the  item 
in  the  programme.  It  was  ni  the  most  dramatic 
and  exciting  passage  of  the  opera,  such  as  the  final 
duet  of  the  second  act  and  the  last  scene  of  the 
third,  that  she  achieved  her  greatest  success.  It 
is  evidently  more  as  a  musical  traijedian  than  a 
vocalist  that  she  has  been  great.  Personally  Ma- 
dame Grisi  is  an  eye-filling  woman, — a  sumptuous 
creature  who  should  be  brought  in  vfpon  a  silver 
gilt  salver  as  Jael  brought  forth  butter  on  a  lordly 
dish.  Her  brow  broadens  beautifully  over  her 
ox-like  eyes  and  her  head  is  set  upon  her  neck  like 
Juno's.  Signer  Mario  is  in  the  prime  of  his 
beauty  and  his  voice,  and  is  undeniably  a  very 
pretty  fellow.  He  gets  himself  up.  with  exquisite- 
elaboration  ;  and  if  he  ever  use  that  sweet  voice  of 
his  to  woo  any  other  ear  than  that  of  a  paying 
public  he  must  be  a  very  dangerous  person.  His 
singing 'is  that  of  the  light  and  graceful  school. 
His  voice,  mellow  and  full  in  its  lower  register,  is 
limited  in  the  range  of  its  upper  chest  tones ;  and 
he  transposes,  or  rather  modifies,  all  high  passages 
of  energy ;  those  of  a  graceful  character  he  exe- 
cutes very  prettily  by  the  use  of  his*  head  voice 
and  falsetto,  over  which  he  has  obtained  marvel- 
lous control.  The  ease  with  which  he  sings  is 
partly  due  to  natural  advantages,  and  partly  to 
the  excellence  of  his  method,  which  is  irreproach- 
able and  founded  on  the  best  models.  He  gave 
Di  pescatore  with  a  remarkable  degree  of  grace 
and  tenderness.  At  the  end  of  the  first  act  the 
chief  singers  were  called  out  to  receive  the  con- 
gratulations of  the  audience.  But  it  was  not  till 
the  second  that  the  enthusiasm  rose  to  the  highest 
pitch,  and  that  the  murmured  bravos  and  other 
expressions  of  admiration  could  with  difficulty  be 
suppressed  to  the  end  of  it,  when  the  storm  of  ap- 
plause became  tremendous.  The  audience  rose 
en  masse  to  the  three  strangers  as  they  moved 
before  the  curtain,  their  faces  glowing  with  the 
excitement  and  triumph  of  the  scene.  Hats  and 
handkerchiefs  waved  from  floor  and  balcony,  and 
the  demonstration  was  in  all  respects  decisive. 

Fry,  of  the  Tribune,  says  : 

In  the  first  act,  on  the  part  of  Madame  Grisi 
and  Signer  Mario,  there  is  nothing  very  remark- 
able. Mario's  voice  is  of  such  superior  delicacy 
and  beauty  that  it  was  not  fully  brought  out  by 
the  kind  of  music  dramatically  required  in  this 
act ;  and  the  eminent  tragic  powers,  too,  of  Grisi 
wanted  a  field  in  the  same  act.  In  the  second 
act,  however,  their  specialities,  those  things  that 
put  them  in  the  first  rank  in  Europe,  came  forth. 
The  duet  of  Lucrezia  with  the  Duke  elicited  the 
majestic  poses,  and  gestures,  and  the  vocal  impe- 
tuosity which  Madame  Grisi  has  beyond  any  other 
performer.  It  may  be  remarked,  however,  as 
characteristic  of  her  sense  of  artistic  propriety, 
that  there  was  no  resort  to  coarse  melodramatic 
exaggerations,  either  in  tone  or  action,  but  a  cer- 
tain repose  was  always  observable.  Her  frequent 
use  of  the  half-voice,  and  the  gentlest  details  of 
vocalization,  added  to  noble  musico-tragic  bursts, 
must  have  convinced  all  of  the  possibility  of  con- 
necting in  one  person  the  power  of  representing 
the  extremes  of  lyrical  representation.  The  trio 
and  the  duet  following,  fully  established  the  repu- 
tation of  Madame  Grisi  with  the  audience.  In 
the  trio  which  was  encored,  as  it  did  not  deserve 
to  be,  Signer  Mario  was  inadequately  loud. 
Where  his  part  renders  the  melody,  the  soprano 
in  sixths  above  being  really  harmonically  second- 
ary, he  was  almost  inaudible.  Thus  where  we 
expected  resonant  traits  of  intensity,  we  found 
from  him  little  beyond  dumb  show.  There  is 
probably  in  every  opera  some  particular  piece 
which  pre-eminently  brings  out  the  quality  of 
whatever  singer.  The  romance,  not  originally  in 
the  opera,  and  not  by  Donizetti — gave  full  scope 
for  the  minute  delicacies  and  passionate  beauties 
of  Mario's  style.  We  never  heard  a  piece  lis- 
tened to  with  more  earnest  attention,  or  approved 
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■with  more  empliatio  applause.  It  was  the  tenor's 
triumph  of  the  evening. 

Signor  Susini,  though  little  heraUletl,  made  a 
splendid  impression  in  his  debut.  AVith  a  large, 
fine  bass  voice,  a  good  method,  a  good  manner, 
and  inconteslible  experience  on  the  stage,  he  fail- 
ed not  to  make  a  success,  and  draw  forth  applause 
without  dissent.  It  is  seldom  a  performer  is  so 
loudly  greeted  at  once  by  an  audience  new  to 
him. 

The  third  act  of  this  drama  again  drew  forth 
the  powers  of  the  artists.  ■  Lucrezia  Borgia  is  in 
fact  the  best  poetically  written  drama  on  the 
Italian  stage.  *  *  Its  success  last  night 
was  unequivocal.  Certainly  the  mere  picture 
presented  by  Grisi  in  the  second  act, — her  classic 
port,  her  proudly-set  head,  her  Juno-like  shoulders 
and  arms,  looking  statuesque, — must  have  fully 
repaid  the  lovers  of  (ragedy  of  the  classic  school, 
throwing  aside  the  music  and  forgetting  voices 
and  Donizetti. 

Grisi's  voice  is  a  positive  soprano  of  two  octaves, 
yocal  and  dramatic  at  the  same  time.  Mario's 
tenor  is  signalized  by  the  ease  with  which  he 
takes  the  high  chest  notes,  to  which  must  be  added 
a  falsetto,  for  those  who  like  that  exceptional 
voice.  To  this  must  be  added  extreme  sympathy 
and  tenderness,  and  the  power  of  uttering  all  his 
syllables  plainly,  so  that  the  sentiment  is  never 
lost.  Sustained  by  good  secondary  artists,  by  a 
very  superior  orchestra,  which  can  play  softly 
under  its  leader,  Arditi, — by  entirely  new  and 
splendid  dresses,  so  that  the  eye  is  not  ofTended 
while  the  ear  is  pleased,  the  opera  mounted  last 
night  deserves  continued  success.  It  has  been 
placed  on  the  stage  with  prodigious  care  and  ex- 
pense—  expense  wholly  unprecedented  in  the 
annals  of  opera  in  this  country,  and  not  exceeded 
in  Europe. 

On  this  last  point,  of  the  accessories,  the  mise 
en  scene,  accounts  conflict.  The  Evening  Post 
complains  of  the  old  tawdry  scenery,  &c.  The 
N.  T.  Times,  whose  common-place,  wholesale 
praises  of  the  principals  were  thought  worth  tele- 
graphing through  the  country,  says  : 

The  chorus  is  bad ;  the  costumes  with  few  ex- 
ceptions ridiculous  ;  the  scenery  disgraceful,  and 
the  stage  properties  (such  as  drinking  goblets 
even)  the  very  worst  we  have  ever  seen.  If  the 
object  were  to  make  opera  ridiculous,  it  could 
scarcely  be  more  effectually  accomplished..  *  * 
Not  a  single  alteration  of  any  importance  has 
been  made  in  Castle  Garden.  The  Garden  re- 
mains as  of  old — a  bad  place  for  hearing,  and  a 
good  place  for  making  Italian  Opera  ridiculous. 
The  public  will  satisfy  its  curiosity  by  going  there 
once,  but  scarcely  gratify  tlie  speculators  by  going 
there  again.  A  cry  will  then  be  raised  that 
Grisi  and  Mario  are  not  appreciated  ;  and  what 
should  be  laid  to  bad  management  will  be  charged 
on  the  public. 

The  attendance  was  moderately  good.  Perhaps 
three  thousand  persons  were  present,  the  majority 
of  whom  squeezed  themselves  in  on  promenade 
tickets.  The  reserved  seats  up  stairs  were  thinly 
occupied,  and  we  should  think  the  speculators 
made  a  bad.  business  of  their  cheap  bargains  at 
the  auction  on  Friday  last. 

The  crowd  and  confusion  at  the  gate,  and  the 
disgraceful  rattling  of  tumblers  in  the  bar-rooms 
attached  to  the  Garden  during  the  performance 
of  the  best  music,  say  little  for  the  practical  man- 
agement of  the  concern.  There  may,  perhaps, 
be  an  improvement. 

Keturning  to  opinions  of  the  two  great  stars, 
we  find  the  Traveller's  correspondent  the  most 
reserved  in  his  at^niration.     Tor  instance : 

Considered  as  a  singer  merely,  Grisi  is  now 
far  from  being  great.  Her  upper  tones  are  thin. 
Not  so  much  so,  perhaps,  as  to  be  positively  dis-^ 
agreeable,  but  enough  to  excite  the  pity  of  the 
intelligent  listener,. that  such  a  marvellously  beau- 
tiful organ  should  be  losing  its  resonance  and 
power.  You  are  thoroughly  satisfied  with  Grisi 
only  when  she  takes  you  up  in  a  whirlwind  of 
dramatic  passion,  and  makes  you  forget  her  vo- 
calization.   Here  she  is  pre-eminent.-   Here  she 


is  unrivalled.  Her  face,  which,  in  repose,  has 
little  beauty  and  no  expression,  becomes  a  vol- 
cano, around  which  plays,  by  turns,  the  threaten- 
ing darkness,  the  lurid  flame,  and  the  terrific  ex-  ' 
plosion  of  a  passion  that  seems  to  dilate  her  whole 
person.  The  auditors  are  carried  away — not  by 
her  singing — but  by  a  tornado  of  dramatic  energy, 
and,  of  course,  at  the  conclusion  of  such  an 
exhibition,  they  give  vent  to  their  enthusiasm  by 
shouts  of  bravo,  and  by  the  waving  of  hats  and 
handkerchiefs.  To  credit  the  songstress  with 
this  furor  would  be  to  rob  the  tragedienne. 

Mario  has  a  voice  of  marvellous  purity,  and  in 
some  of  his  favorite  sentimental  airs  is  certainly 
transcendant,  but  his  upper  tones  are  weak,  and 
he  has  to  be  so  sparing  of  his  powers  that  he 
cannot  be  great  through  a  whole  evening.  His 
falsetto  on  D,  E,  and  F,  is  wonderfully  resonant, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  believe  for  the  time  being 
that  you  are  not  listening  to  a  genuine  soprano. 
To  display  these  tones,  he  of  course  has  to  intro- 
duce notes  foreign  to  his  part.  When  he  comes 
down  from  his  falsetto,  we  know  not  which  to  ad- 
mire most:  the  neatness  with  which  he  unites  his 
head  and  chest  registers,  or  the  consummate  art 
by  which,  in  doing  this,  he  conceals  the  weakness 
of  his  upper  chest  tones. 

It  is  pleasant  to  offset  this  with  some  whole- 
hearted confessions  of  delight.  A  hearty  lover 
of  the  real  Italian  opera  vein  of  music,  who  it 
seems  moored  his  bark  within  hearing  of  the 
syren  sounds  of  Castle  Garden  (he  signs  himself 
L'  Aboyeur),  writes  from  the  fulness  of  his  plea- 
sure to  the  Boston  Atlas,  and  he  writes  con- 
siderately and  clearly.     Let  us  copy  so  much. : 

Mario !  What  shall  I  say  of  him,  or  how  give 
you  any  idea  by  letter  of  the  exquisite  delight  and 
complete  satisfaction  he  gave  me  ?  In  person,  he 
is  slightly  above  middle  height,  handsomely 
formed,  slight  rather  than  full  proportions,  with  a 
winning,  manly  beauty  of  face,  which  commands 
admiration  at  sight.  He  was  costumed  to  perfect- 
ion, and  the  most  elegant  representative  of  the 
proud  son  of  the  Borgia,  that  I  have  ever  seen. 
His  voice  is  indescribable,  but  the  best  idea  I  can 
give  you  of  it  is  by  co'mparing  it  with  the  best  we 
have  heard  before.  It  combines  the  smooth,  de- 
licious beauty  of  Salvi's  organ,  with  the  manly 
vigor  and  sonority  of  Bettini's.  And  his  style  is 
equally  a  fusion  of  the  two ;  the  chest  tones  are 
clear,  ringing  and  powerful,  taking  the  highest 
notes  of  the  tenor  register  with  entire  absence  of 
all  effort  or  straining.  He  makes  frequent  use  of 
the  falsetto,  and  with  most  delicious  effect,  the  two 
registers  being  so  artistically  fused  together  as  to 
show  no  break  or  disunion  of  quality. 

His  St)  le  seems  to  me  the  very  perfection  of 
the  Italian  school,  declamatory,  impassioned, 
graceful,  vigorous  and  delicate,  each  in  turn  as 
the  text  required.  His  phrasing  is  superb,  and 
his  execution  of  fioriture  clear,  distinct,  rapid  and 
beautiful.  You  will  perceive  that  my  impression 
of  him  is  fully  up  to  the  mark  of  his  great  repu- 
tation. I  found  nothing  wanting  and  was  satis- 
fied to  the  full.  I  have  not  time  or  room  here  to 
point  out  all  the  beauties  of  his  rendering  of  the 
part,  but  will  merely  mention  that  the  Di  pesca- 
tore  of  the  first  act,  the  trio  of  the  second  act, 
and  a  romance  written  expressly  for  him  by  Don- 
izetti in  the  third  act,  the  last  tumultuously  en- 
cored, were  musical  revelations  never  to  be  for- 
gotten, and  well  worth  any  pilgrimage  to  hear. 

I  reserve  "  la  Diva "  for  the  last  mentioned, 
though  she  is  foremost  in  rank  and  reputation. 
In  her  physique  she  looks  a  superb  woman  of 
about  thirty-eight  or  forty,  with  a  face  of  classic 
beauty,  a  throat  and  chest  full  and  rounded  in 
most  admirable  proportions,^  and  arms  that  are 
models  for  a  sculptor.  She  "makes  up"  splen- 
didly for  the  Duchess,  and  her  costume  in  the 
second  act,  combined  with  her  proud  and  queenly 
bearing,  surpassed  all  that  I  have  ever  seen  on  or 
off"  the  stage.  Her  singing  I  find  even  more  dif- 
ficult to  describe  than  that  of  Mario,  and  shall 
only  attempt  to  give  you  a  faint  impression  of  her 
great  powers.  First  in  the  way  of  negative  qual- 
ities, is  the  entire  absence  of  all  trick,  claptrap 


and  rant ;  you  feel  at  once  that  a  great  artiste  is 
before  you,  who  honors  and  is  honored  by  her 
profession.  Her  voice  is  clear,  round  and  smooth, 
equal  in  volume,  large  in  compass,  and  flexible  in 
execution,  and  telling  in  every  note.  Her  style 
is  pure  and  noble,  and  her  declamation  wonderful. 
At  times  I  could  perceive  slight  marks  of  the  im- 
pression which  years  of  labor  in  so  arduous  a 
profession  have  made  upon  her,  but  they  were 
only  "spots  on  the  sun,"  and  not  worth  dwelling 
upon.  Her  great  moments,  as  the  French  say, 
were  in  the  cabaletta  of  the  first  cavatina — Se  il 
vole,  which  was  the  most  finished  piece  of  vocal- 
izing I  ever  heard.  The  whole  of  the  second 
act,  especially  the  duo  finale,  where  she  gives 
Gennaro  the  antidote,  and  hides  him  in  the  ante- 
room, was  unapproachably  great.  I  wish  I  had 
time  and  space  to  name  to  you  all  the  great  points 
of  this  act,  but  I  must  wait  until  I  see  you  to  do 
it  justice. 

"  M'odi  ah  m'odi,"  in  the  last  act,  and  the  ca- 
baletta finale  were  the  crowning  points  of  all, 
impassioned,  genuine  and  truthful  to  nature.  I 
could  but  feel  throughout  the  representation,  that 
before  me  was  the  great  original  of  all  the  Lucre- 
zias  we  have  seen  and  heard  in  the  last  si.x  years, 
and  that  she  surpassed  them  all,  as  the  original 
always  surpasses  the  copy.  Her  greatness  does 
not  come  upon  you  at  once,  but,  like  all  great 
works  of  art,  or  sublimities  of  nature,  re- 
quires reflection  and  study  for  due  appreciation. 
I  am  more  anxious  to  hear  her  again,  than  before 
I  had  heard  her,  and  trust  that  we  shall  enjoy 
many  of  her  fine  efforts  together,  in  a  place  more 
worthy  of  her  greatness,  our  new  Boston  Theatre. 

There  will  be  many  echoes  to  the  sentiment 
conveyed  in  the  last  two  lines ;  and  it  has  our 
hearty  Amen,  both  inasmuch  as  we  are  anxious 
that  our  noble  new  temple  of  Art,  our  Boston 
Theatre,,  may  soon  be  worthily  and  truly  in- 
augurated by  lyric  artists  of  so-  great  an  order, 
and  because  we  would  fain  verify  the  traditions 
of  the  Grisi  and  Mario  with  our  own  ears  and 
emotions. 


Concert  by  tlie  Italians. 

The  unfortunate  position  in  which  the  Italian 
opera  troupe,  recently  performing  at  the  Howard 
Athenaeum,  found  themselves  placed  by  the  sum- 
mary proceedings  of  manager  Willard  in  closing 
the  theatre  against  them,  (even  if  he  had  some 
shadow  of  a  ground  for  alleging  a  violation  of  en- 
gagement on  their  part,)  certainly  entitled  them 
as  strangers  to  the  sympathy  of  the  public.  Espe- 
cially when  we  consider  the  earnest  efforts  of  the 
whole  company  to  please,  and  the  progress  they 
were  making  nightly  in  the  favor  of  their  audience. 
We  had  hoped  therefore  that  fhe  announcement; 
of  a  concert  by  them,  although  at  short  notice, 
would  be  well  responded  to,  and  contribute  some- 
what to  retrieve  their  loss.  But  a  threatening, 
stormy-looking  night,  after  one  of  those  intensely 
sultry  days  which  robs  one  of  the  power  of  motion 
and  the  sense  of  music,  defeated  such  hope.  We 
were  sorry  to  find,  on  entering  the  spacious  Music 
Hall,  (the  most  refreshing  place  which  one  could 
sit  in  on  a  sultry  day  in  Boston,)  only  a  scattering 
handful  of  expectant  listeners.  The  trumpet  and 
trombone  fortissimos  in  the  overture  rang  out 
most  deafeningly  in  such  emptiness.  It  was  in 
the  main,  however,  a  good  orchestra,  the  same  as 
at  the  Athenaaum,  led  by  Mr.  SuCK,  but  with  no 
conductor,  and  gave  the  softer  portions  of  a  popu- 
lar overtui-e  with  good  eflTcct.  The  clarinetist 
(who  distinguished  himself  also  in  the  opera  in 
the  solo  m  Lucia')  played  his  bits  of  obligate  with 
remarkable  richness  and  beauty  of  tone,  and 
expressiveness  of  style. 

But  why  did  not  the  orchestra  keep  on  and 
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accompany  the  singers  ?  Instead  of  that,  the 
piano  accompaniment  by  the  Itahan  conductor 
was  a  most  wearisome  and  monotonous  slam-bang, 
always  fortissimo,  and  so  mechanical  as  to  afford 
nothing  sympathetic  to  the  singer.  The  first 
piece  was  undoubtedly  the  best  thing  of  the  eve- 
ning :  the  famous  liberty  duet,  Suoni  la  tromla, 
with  introductory  recitatives,  &c.,  from  1  Puritani, 
and  splendidly  sung  by  the  basso  and  baritone. 
Signers  Gaspaeoni  and  Cuturi.  Two  grander 
voices  and  two  manlier  singers  we  have  seldom 
heard  together.  For  concert  singing  we  must 
own  that  Gasparoni  gave  ua  the  greater  pleasure 
of  the  two ;  side  by  side  with  the  sonorous  volume 
and  musical  warmth  and  rich  and  easy  flow  of  his 
voice,  that  of  Cuturi  dwindled,  and  appeared  a 
little  hard  and  forced.  Yet  the  great  power  and 
beauty  of  the  latter's  higher  notes  formed  a  noble 
complement  to  the  other,  and  his  whole  rendering 
was  artistic ;  he  only  needed  the  stage  to  show 
his  peculiarly  dramatic  quality. 

Next  came  the  scena  from  Lucrezia  Borgia : 
Como  e  hello,  &c.,  by  Signora  Garbato,  who,  as 
usual,  displayed  some  fine  tones,  great  power  of 
voice,  a  good  deal  of  bravura  and  intense  striving 
for  expression ;  but  whose  thoroughly  Verdi-ish 
manner  was  offensively  manifested  by  screaming 
high  tones,  coarsely  strong  low  tones,  and  a  per- 
petual tendency  to  extremes.  Sig.  Arnoldi 
sang  a  lacrymose  solo  from  Maria  di  Rohan,  in  a 
yet  more  lacrymose  tenor,  and  with  painful  pathos ; 
yet  there  was  an  earnestness  about  the  effort 
which  entitled  it  to  respect.  Sig.  Cuturi  sang 
Mariani's  Komanza,  or  elegy  rather,  on  the  death 
of  Bellini,  with  dignity  and  pathos ;  but  so  serious 
a  piece  would  have  been  more  effective  had  it 
not  been  immediately  preceded  by  two  serious 
solos.  Mrs.  Garrett's  English  ballad  revealed 
a  voice  of  considerable  power  and  evenness  and 
sweetness,  and  an  easy,  simple,  unaffected  style 
and  manner.  The  first  part  closed  with  the  fine 
quartet  from  the  Purilani,  sung  by  Signora  Gar- 
bato, and  Signors  Arnoldi,  Cuturi  and  Gas- 
paroni. The  thing  was  ill-balanced ;  the  two 
bass  parts,  often  flowing  in  thirds,  were  beautiful ; 
but  the  soprano  screamed  overwhelmingly,  and 
the  tenor,  feeble  in  general,  shouted  over-loudly 
upon  favorable  notes. 

We  did  not  hear  the  remainder  of  the  pro- 
gramme, which  included  an  overture,  the  trio 
from  Lucrezia,  quartet  from  Lucia,  and  other 
favorite  operatic  pieces.  Two  of  the  opera  prin- 
cipals, namely,  the  younger  prima  donna,  Signo- 
rina  Bedei,  and  the  tenor,  Signor  Scola,  bore 
no  part  in  the  concert. 
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Musical  Intelligence. 

LONDON. — The  Royal  Italian  Opera  season  came  to 
a  close  about  the  middle  of  August.  Since  the  farewell 
of  Grisi,  the  event  has  been  the  production  of  the  long 
promised  comic  opera  of  Rossini,  called  11  Omte  Onj. 
Of  this  the  Musical  World  says: 

Every  subsequent  opera  of  Rossini's  produced  at  the 
Royal  Italian  Opera,  proves  that  the  Swan  of  Pesaro, 
notwithstanding  that  the  rqjertoire  contains  already 
fourteen  of  his  works,  has  been  unduly  neglected.  The 
two  comic  operas,  brought  out  this  year  for  the  first  time 
at  Covent  Garden — Matilda  di  Shahran  and  11  Conte 
Ory — are  such  admirable  specimens  of  Rossini's  style, 
and  such  chefs  d'ceuvre  of  comic  writing,  that  the  sub- 
scribers, if  they  know  anything  of  good  music,  and  the 
public,  if  they  are  not  spoiled  by  the  modern  school,  will 
render  it  imperative  on  the  management  to  bring  out 
more  operas  of  the  gran  maestro.  Every  work  of  Rossini 
we  shall  believe  is  worth  a  hearing  until  we  hear  one  that 
is  not. 

The  cast  of  11  Conte  Ory  might  have  been  more  attrac- 


tive. It  was  nevertheless  really  efficient,  and  must  not  be 
found  fault  with.  The  three  ladies — Mesdames  Bosio, 
Miirai,  and  Nnntier-Didiee — could  hardly  be  exchanged 
for  better.  They  all  acquitted  themselves  to  admiration ; 
and  Madame  Bosio  sang  with  no  less  wonderful  brilliancy, 
facility,  and  grace  in  the  Contessa,  than  in  Matilda. 
Signor  Luchesi  is  heard  to  gi-eat  advantage  in  Rossini's 
florid  music,  and  that  of  the  Count  requires  much  power 
of  execution,  so  much  so  that  we  wonder  how  M.  Duprez, 
for  whom  the  part  was  written,  could  have  sung  it.  The 
buffo  part,  that  of  the  Preceptor^  was  powerfully  sustain- 
ed by  M.  Zelger,  who  was  the  original  when  the  opera 
was  brought  out  by  the  French  company  at  the  St. 
James's  Theatre;  and  Signor  Tagliafico  was  excellent  in 
that  of  the  baritone,  Ramfialdo,  and  gave  the  splendid 
aria  huffa-y  "  In  quel  deserto  loco,"  in  first  rate  style,  and 
with  real  coraic  gv^to. 

For  various  reasons  we  have  refrained  from  telling  the 
story,  or  analysing  the  music  of  11  Conte  Ory.  Enough 
at  present  to  say  that  the  plot  is  feeble,  and  that  the 
music  is  ingenious,  original,  exhilarating,  melodious, 
most  charming  and  perfectly  Rossinian  throughout;  and 
that,  except  11  Barbiere,  it  may  be  compsned  with  any 
comic  work  of  the  author;  and  indeed,  in  some  respects, 
with  any  of  his  operas. 

PARIS. — The  principal  topic  of  late  seems  to  be  the 
placing  the  two  lyric  establishments,  the  Opera  Comique 
and  the  Theatre  Lyrique  under  the  same  manager,  M. 
Perrin.  But  the  two  theatres  are  to  be  conducted  en- 
tirely separately.  The  following,  according  to  M. 
Adolph  Adam,  are  the  conditions  imposed  upon  M.  Per- 
rin, in  the  management  of  the  Theatre  Lyrique: — 

The  annual  vacation  is  reduced  to  two  months,  so  that 
there  will  be  performances  during  ten  entire  months 
each  year.  Every  year,  three  acts,  at  least,  by  com- 
posers who  have  never  appeared  before  the  public,  must 
be  produced.  Not  more  than  six  acts  of  composers  who 
have  had  four  w^orks  performed  at  the  Opera  Comique, 
can  be  produced  in  one  senson.  Authors,  however,  will 
always  have  the  right  of  transferring  to  the  Th<?iitre  Ly- 
rique works  which  have  not  appeared  for  two  years  at 
the  Opera  Comique.  The  Laureates  of  the  Institute 
"Will  have  the  privilege  of  producing  a  piece,  in  two  acts, 
at  least,  in  the  year  following  their  return  to  Paris.  The 
libretto  will  be  furnished  by  the  management ;  and 
if  any  dispute  should  arise  on  this  point,  it  will  be  decid- 
ed by  a  special  committee  appointed  by  the  minister. 
The  companies  and  repertoires  of  the  two  theatres  will 
be  entirely  distinct.  The  Minister  will  authorize,  under 
peculiar  circumstances,  the  transfer  of  the  repertoire  of 
the  Opera  Comique  to  the  Tht'atre  Lyrique,  but  not 
vice  versa.  The  jjrliilefje  is  for  the  same  time  as  that  of 
the  Opera  Comique.  Nevertheless,  the  Minister  reserves 
the  right  of  withdrawing  the  pHvUege  of  the  Theatre 
Lyrique,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years,  without  any 
indenmification,  if  the  experiment  shall  not,  in  his  opin- 
ion, have  proved  satisfactory;  but  the  manager  cannot 
give  up  one  without  renouncing  the  other. 

According  to  another  authority,  M.  P.  A.  Fiorentino, 
the  following  are  the  principal  works  in  perspective: 

A  piece  in  three  acts,  by  MM.  Dennary  and  Adolpbe 
Adam,  for  Mme.  Marie  Cabel.  Le  Billet  de  Marguerite, 
the  libretto  by  MM.  De  Leuven  and  Brunswick,  and  the 
music  by  M.  Gevaert.  A  work  by  MM.  De  Saint 
Georges  and  Hal^vy,  A  piece,  by  M.  Jules  Barbier,  en- 
titled Le  Roman  de  la  Rose.  Another  by  MM.  Wilbach 
and  Ortolan.  There  is  still  a  report  that  the  theatre  will 
re-open  with  La  Promise,  for  the  first  re-appearance  of 
Mme.  Marie  Cabel. 


^trij  txtiutmtnXn. 

ADOLPH   BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OF   THE  PIAK"0-FORTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Keed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Iloxbury.  Sept  9 

JUST     PUBLISHED, 

rSlMORTEIiLE,  by  A.  GocKEl,  88  cts. 
CUPID'S  POLKA,  by  Chahles  Teetbae,  25  cts. 
MAZODRKA,  by  H.  A.  Wollenhadpt,  38  cts. 
VALSE  STYllIENNE,  by  H.  A.  Wollenhadpt. 


Sept  9 


MEYER  &,  TRETBAR,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


H.    S.    CrTIiEB, 

MUSIC  ROOM  UNDER  CHURCH  OF  THE  ADVENT. 
Sept  9  tf 

SIGrNOR  COREI.IiI  begs  leave  to  announce  that  he 
proposes,  during  the  coming  season,  to  give  instruction  in 
SOLFEGGIO  to  Young  Ladies  In  Classes,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Messrs.  Chickeeino,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 
Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 
Signor  Corelli  has  removed  to  No  47  Hancock  Street,  where 
henceforth  he  may  be  addressed  ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
at  the  Messrs.  Cbickering's  Kooms.  Sept  9 


NATHAN    RICMARHBON, 

IMPORTER,  PUBLISHER  &,  DEALER 


Piano-Fortes,  Organs,  Melodeons,  &c. 

Also,  Publisher  of  the  celebrated 

'  Itflhra  Srboul  for  th  "^iwm-imit,' 

AND 

'  Elements  of  Music  at  Sight.' 

We^sv  Mmsic 

PUBLISHED   DAILY,   AT   THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANaE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

GEORGE  J.  V/EBB  &  CO. 

No.   3    \VSNTEK    STREET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

WARRANTED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Sept  2 


3m 


WANTED, 

SEVERAL  ADDITIONAL  SINGING  BOYS,  at  the  Church 
of  the  Advent.     Applicants  miast  not  be  above  13  years  of 
age,  and  must  possess  good   natural  musical   qualifications. 
To  those  who  are  not  already  readtrs  of  music,  a  thorough, 
knowledge  of  the  science  will  be  imparted. 
For  further  particulars,  address 

H.  S.  CUTLER,  Traveller  Office. 

SIGNOR,  AUGUSTO  BENOEIiART,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Cl.\sses, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  great 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augdsto  Bendelari,  at  the 
"Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

REFEREKCEa. 

Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G.  Ward,  Esq. 

Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq.  John  S.  Dmght,  Esq. 

Sept  9 

THE     NEW    CARMINA    SACRA: 
BY   LOWELL   MASON. 

The  best  Collection  of  Church  Music  extant Published  by 

Aug26  4t  RICE  &  liENDAI-Ii. 


WILLIAM   BERGER, 
Publislier  and  Inii»orter  of  Music, 

No.  82  West  4tli  Street,  Ciucinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MUSIC,   for  sale  at  Eastern  prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.     A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.    Music  arranged  to  order. 
0;^  A  Catalogue  is  in  preparation.  Aug26 

A.    W.    FRENZEL 

Will  resume  his 

K3^STB.TrCTI0M    O'M    THE    I*rA'iSrO>^E'03aa^3B, 

On  or  before  October  Isfc. 

Orders  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Co. 
N.  Richardson,  or  E.  H.  Wade.  Aug26 

A  SOPRANO  SINaER.— A  Young  Lady  desires  a 
place  as  Soprano  in  a  Quartet  Choir  in  one  of  the  churches 
in  thjs  city.  A  rare  opportunity  may  be  heard  of  by  inquiring 
at  this  office.  July  22. 

CS--    -A-    JSOH3VEITT, 

TEACHER     CF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr   0.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 


John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

0.  Ditson,  Esq. 

N.  Richardson,  Esq. 

A.  Berry,  Esq.  28  Pearl  St.      • 

J.  A.  Hanson,  Esq.,  6  Bath  fit, 

H.  Crocker,  Esq.  6  Shawmut  av. 


EFERENOES. 

Mrs.  Farnham, 

6  Copeland  st.  Rosbury. 
Epes  Sargent,  Esq. 
Rev.  Mr.  Huntington. 
Hon.  J.  J.  Clarke,  27  State  st. 
Julyl 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


(n) 


In  all  its  various  branches, 

BTEATLY   AliTD    PKOMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY   EDWARD    L.    BALCH, 

©ffuc  Journal  o£  JHtiBic,  No.  21  Sdjool  St. 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  him  by  the  Mass. 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association  for  superior  workmanship, 
may  be  seen  at  bis  oifice. 

[1:7- MUSIC    prepared  for   Stereotj-ping. 

NOW     READY, 

THE   GREAT  WOEK  OF   THE   YEAS, 

MOORE'S 

COMPLETE  EWCYCI.©PiEl>IA 

A  work  Tvliich  lias  cost  the  indefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
every  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  fhe  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4000   MtrSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  haye  eyer  lived. 

A.  Coinirtcte  Blctionary  of  over 

5000    MUSICAL   TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIETfCE    OP    MtrsiC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  the  da^es  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOROUGH  BASS,  &c.  &c. 

A  Book  intended  to  cover  tlie  'tvtiole 
of  ninsica!  Science. 

JOHN  P.   JEWETT   &■   CO. 

PUBLISHERS, 

July  29  BOSTON. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PlAiNO   AiND  ORGAN. 

C^TEKMS   MODERATE. 

Hesidence,  24  West  Cedar  Street. 

Ee/erence,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

Signer  AUGUSTO  BEWDELAKI, 

(FKOM      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINGINQ. 

Residence,  'Winthrop  House,  Boston. 
May  13  tf 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHER     OP     MUSIC, 

365  'Wasliiiigton  Street,  Boston. 


Oct.  16. 


Sm 


Germania  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E.  TELTOW,  Agent. 
iiUtf  SO  Fayette  Street 


CHICKERINa   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND    SQUARE 

i*i-A.iiiro-:F'on.T:E3© , 

OF  EVERT  DESCRIPTION. 


i). 


©: 


M^  ARE  ROOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 

^itoarlJ  31.  BaU!), 


FROM    THE    OREAT    MASTERS. 

MENDELSSOHN. 

Six  Songs  without  "Words,  complete  in  seven  books,. .  .each.  75 

Rondo  Capricciosa , 50 

The  Temperaments,  .ceven  Characteristique  Pieces, IjOO 

The  Gift,  six  easy  pieces, 62 

LISZT. 

Galop  Russe 50 

Keniiniscenco.=!  from  Lucia  di  Lammermoor, 50 

Romances  de  Franz  Schubert,  viz  : — 

No.  1,  Eloge  des  larmes, a 25 

"    2,  La  Poste, 25 

"    3,  La  Fille  du  Pecheur, 25 

THALBERG. 

Fantasia  sur  themes  de  Moise, 1,25 

L'Art  du  Chant  applique  au  Piano,  viz  : —  each  75 

No.  1,  Quatuor,  I  Puritani  de  Belliui. 
"    2.  Tre  Giorni,  Air  de  Pergol6se. 
*'    3.  Adelaide  de  Beethoven. 
"    4.  Air  d'Eglise  du  Chanteur  Stradella. 
*'     5.  Lacrymosa  tire  du  Requiem  de  Mozart,  I>iio  des 

Noces  de  Figaro  de  Mozart. 
"    6.  Perchfe  mi  Guard!  e  Fiangi,  Duetto  de  2^lDaira  de 
Rossini. 

Lc  Tremolo, 62 

Prayer  from  Moses  in  Egypt, 1,25 

Tiola,  Melodie, 25 

CHOPtN. 

Grand  Valse  Brilliante, 50 

March  Funebre,  Piano  Duet, , 37 

Taxentelle, .50 

HENSELT. 

Chanson  de  Printemps,  (Song  of  Spring,) ,...,.50 

La  Gondola,  Etude, 25 

DOHLER. 

Derniere  Pens^e  Musicale  de  Bellini, , . .  75 

Elisire  d'Amore,  Fantasia, 50 

I  Puritani,  Fantasia, % 62 

Nocturne, ■ 37 

Trot  des  Chevalier  Gardes  March, 25 

Published  by 

Oliver  Ditson,  115  Waskington  St. 

G.  andrie:  &  CO. 

FOREIGN     MUSIC     DEPOT, 

GIRARD    HOUSE    BUIIiDlNGS, 

KIKTH   STREET,   ABQVE   CHESTNUT, 

July  1  PHILADELPHIA. 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE  ENTIRE  AND   INIMITABLE  ALLEGOBY   OP 

THE    PJLGRIM^S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  280  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  PublisHer. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  adthobized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
■where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON. 

IMPOKTEK  AND   DEALER  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

No.  13  Tremont  Row,  Boston. 

*»*    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 
16  tf 

MEYER  &  TRE  TEAR, 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

Importtrs  of  J^orcign  Pitstc  antr  ^aWis'^trs, 

Keep  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  both  Foreign  and 
American  Music.  .  By  our  direct  and  regular  engagements 
with  the  principal  publishing  houses  in  Europe,  we  are  ena- 
bled to  supply 

MUSIC-DEALERS  WITH  POREIGK  MUSIC, 

on  as  favorable  terms  as  any  other  house  in  the  United  States. 

in^  Sole  Agents  in  the  United  States  for  the  well  known 
publishing'house  of  G.  M.  MEYER,  Jr.  of  Brunswick, 
Germany,  (on  whose  publications  we  grant  the  most  profitable 
di.'icount.)  whereof  we  particularly  mention  a  fine  collection  of 
OUVERTURES  arranged  for  the  Piano-Forte  as  Solo  and 
Duet,  the  favorite  works  of  FESCA,  LITOLFF,  WINKLER, 
&c.,  a  complete  edition  of  BEETHOVEN'S  works  for  Piano- 
Forte,  including  all  the  TRIOS,  QUATUORS,  SINFONIES, 
&c.,  .arranged  by  L.  WINKLER.  Also,  the  last  compositions 
of  LISZT,  BRUNNER,  SPINDLER,  HENRY  CRAMER,  &c. 

Catalogues  of  G.  M.  Meyer's  publications  forwarded  gratia 
to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  if  desired,  by 

MEYER  &  TRETBAR, 
Augl^  3m  304  Main  St.  Buffalo. 

Xttttt-f  rtgg,  jMugu  aitt  3iii  f  riittinfl-®ait^, 


TAYLOR'S  PIANO  FORTE  FOR  BEGINNERS. 

FIRST  STEPS  TO  THE  PIANO  FORTE  ;  bsing  an  r,le- 
mentary    Catechism    for    Beginners.      By    GEORGE    C. 
TAYLOR,   Teacher  of  the    Piano  Forte,  Harp  and  Violin. 
Price  75  cents.    Usual  deduction  to  the  trade.    For  sale  by 
F.  J.  HUNTINGTON,  23  Park  Row,  New  York. 
WM.  D.  SULLIVAN,  Madison,  Ga. 

MUSICAL  NOTICE. 

T.  BRICHER,  Teacher  of  the  Organ,  Piano-Forte  and 

Singing,  having  closed  his  connection  as  Organist  of  the  Bow- 
doin  Square  Church,  has  removed  to  No.  7^2  Tremont  Row, 
where  he  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  for  his  services 
as  Organist  and  Teacher  of  Music.  je  24 

HEW^S'    PATENT 

AMERICANACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasets  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER  AND   DEALER   IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  34r4r  "Waslxliigtoii  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  ^  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 

PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC 

MUSIC-EOOM,  No.  17  Geat's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 
and  Summer  Streets. 
References. 
Messrs.  Chickeeino,  J.  P.  Jeweti,  Geo.  PtraCHABD,  Boston. 
Messrs.  George  Peaeodt,  B.  H.  Susbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.    3m. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHER  OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  .Richardson,  282  Washington  St,  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

Refekences  :— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Temon  Sc. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

PRINCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  variety,  from  9^45  to  SSISO,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church-  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 

a.    p.   REEO   &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sept.  2  Sole  Agents  for  Prince  ^  Co.^s  Melodeons. 

JUnie.  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

GIVES 

INSTRUCTION     ON     THE    PIANO, 

AND  MAY  BE  ADDRESSED  AT 

Feb.  4    3m  5S  HANCOCK  STREET. 

Mr.    OTTO    DBESEL 

Will  return  to  Boston  by  the  first  of  October,  when  he  will  he 
prepared  to  receive  pupils  on  the  piano-forte. 
Address  meanwhile  at  this  ofBce. 


J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  or  Theo. 
T.  Barker.  3  mos.  Deo    3. 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,  GUITAR, 

^  Seneca  St.,  corner  Hari-ison  Adeline. 

R.  I>e  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.    Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  IR.1NSP0SED,  &c. 
Boston,  April  23.  3m 


M 


J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence  IVo.  56  Kneeland  Street. 

Oct.  8.    3m 

A.  W.   FRENZEL, 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 
No.  6  Acorn  St.,  (between  Chestnut  and  Mt.  Vernon  Sts.) 
Apr  8  BOSTON. 
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[Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Keview  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY   A.    OULIBICriEFP. 
(Continued  from  p.  178  ) 

Instrumental  music  then  commences  witli  the 
organ,  as  vocal  music  with  the  Choral  Song. 
The  Church  is  their  common  cradle.  Our  Art, 
which  sprang  so  wholly  out  of  Christianity, 
unceasingly  reminds  him,  who  might  forget  it, 
of  ils  origin.  Whether  the  question  be  of  com- 
position  or  of  execution,   of  instruments   or   of 


voices.  Music  will  always  reach  the  highest  de- 
gree of  its  effects,  where  it  goes  back  to  its 
source.  Moreover  the  organ,  which  leaves  all 
other  instruments  behind  itself  through  its  anti- 
quity, through  the  wonderful  art  of  its  structure, 
through  its  colossal  dimensions  and  the  beauties 
of  Its  outward  forms,  is  equally  superior  in  the 
grandeur,  the  pomp  and  the  variety,  of  its  acous- 
tic results.  But  this  orchestra  in  little,  which  is 
much  more  powerful  than  the  orchestra  itself, 
belongs  only  to  the  church ;  the  serious  style 
alone  is  -uited  to  the  organ;  the  solemn  chant 
and  themes,  whose  depth  requires  analysis;  for 
so  powerful  a  voice  ought  only  to  be  heard  when 
it  has  great  things  to  say  to  us. 

Before  the  virtuosos  of  the  organ  the  other 
virtuosos  in  a  manner  shrink  to  the  mean  dimen- 
sions of  their  instruments,  comp;  red  with  that. 
The  organist  is  the  complete  musician,  we  might 
almost  say,  the  ideal,  unattainable  musician,  if 
some  men  had  not  lived.  With  the  science  of 
the  fuguist  he  must  unite  the  unction  and  lofty 
expression  of  the  choir  leader,  who  conducts  the 
hymns  of  the  Christian  congregation ;  he  must 
be  not  only  a  composer,  but  also  an  improvisator ; 
numerous  regirters  and  a  double  key-board  oc- 
cupy his  fingers  constantly,  while  the  thundering 
basses  of  the  pedals  claim  his  feet.  Five  or  six 
real  parts,  combined  according  to  the  strictest 
laws,  must  be  executed  in  the  very  instant  that 
they  occur  in  the  musician's  brain.  All  this  was 
what  was  demanded  of  a  master  organist,  a  long 
time  ago;  and  for  this  he  received,  after  the 
strictest  examination,  before  inexorable  judges, 
whose  sharp  ears  not  the  slightest  error  could  es- 
cape, a  place  worth  about  a  hundred  dollars ! 

This  old  art  of  the  organists,  of  which  we  hardly 
find  a  trace  to-day,  had  during  the  seventeenth 
century  spread  itself  throughout  Germany  and  so 
to  say  centralized  itself  there.  It  seems  however 
that  it  had  already  fallen  into  decline  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  eighteenth  century,  since  Rhei- 
NEK,  a  renowned  organist,  but  then  almost  a 
hundred  years  old,  could  exclaim,  when  he  heard 
the  young  Sebastian  Bach  :  "  Tliis  Art,  then, 
is  not  lost,  as  I  have  so  long  believed."  No  in- 
deed, it  was  not  lost,  but  on  the  contrary  had  just 
reached  its  culminating  point.  Handel  and 
Bach  were  the  masters  of  the  organ,  because 
they  were  the  masters  of  Counterpoint  and  Fugue, 
and  because  here  the  genius  of  the  composer  is 
the  first  condition  of  the  performer.  After  them 
came  a  manifest  decline  in  all,  wherein  they  had 


distinguished  themselves.  With  the  arrival  of 
philosophical  ideas,  Christian  Art  retired,  to 
make  room  for  a  Voltaire.  There  were  no 
more  painters,  no  more  architects,  no  more  poets, 
no  more  musicians  after  God's  own  heart.  The 
flame  of  genius  seemed  extinguished.  But  it 
glimmered  underneath  the  ashes,  and  a  few  years 
later  it  shone  forth  anew  in  Germany  in  all  its 
clearest  radiance. 

The  true  friends  of  music  could  find  no  com- 
pensation for  the  great  loss  they  had  suffered,  in 
the  questionable  gifts,  brought  to  them  by  the 
apostles  of  the  Era  of  Light ;  and  they  could  not 
but  deeply  feel  the  loss  of  grand  music  in  that 
wonderful  art  of  the  organist,  which  seemed  to 
have  sunk  into  the  grave  with  Bach.  They 
thought  they  had  buried  the  old  Sebastian  for- 
ever, until  some  thirty  years  after  his  death  his 
successor.  Doles,  beheld  his  resurrection  again 
in  Leipsic,  in  the  person  of  Mozart;  just  as  the 
old  Reinek,  when  he  heard  the  young  Bach, 
thought  he  saw  a  resurrection  of  himself.  But 
for  the  resurrection  of  our  hero  we  have  yet  to 
look,  without  indulging  any  great  hope  that  it 
ever  will  occur. 

Two  other  instruments  also  very  old  ones, 
shared  with  the  organ,  from  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury, the  honor  of  being  cultivated  \>y  the  learned 
musicians :  the  Clavichord,  whose  invention  has 
been  ascribed  to  GuiDO,  although  it  is  demon- 
strably more  recent  than  he,  and  the  LxUe, 
which  was  known  to  Boccaccio,  since  he  speaks 
of  it  in  his  "  Decameron."  Of  these  there  is  the 
same  lack  of  monuments,  as  of  the  organ. 
Kiesewetter  tells  us,  that  at  the  beginning  of  the 
sixteenth  century  the  clavichord  was  only  a  do- 
mestic instrument,  that  it  was  used  for  studies 
(of  composers,  I  presume)  ;  but  he  does  not  in- 
form us,  whether  there  was  any  written  clavi- 
chord music  at  tiat  time  and  whether  any  speci- 
mens of  such  have  come  down  to  us.  The  oldest 
examples  of  compositions  for  the  Spinet  or  quill 
Clavichord,  vih\ch  are  found  in  Bnrney,  are  tsken 
from  the  music-book  of  Queen  Elizabeth  of  Eng- 
land. Few  of  our  present  pianists  could  or 
would  play  the  pieces  of  Doctor  John  Bull, 
called  fantasies  ;  and  every  dilettante,  who  is  not 
an  antiquarian,  would  run  away,  were  they  per- 
formed before  him.  No  one  can  imagine  how 
difficult  and  tasteless  they  are.  Burney  himself, 
in  spite  of  his  patriotism,  confesses,  that  one 
would  rather  hear  the  clatter  of  a  mill  or  the 
rumble  of  a  post-chaise.     But  these  noises  might 
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justly  protest  against  the  comparison,  for  both  are 
often  very  pleasant  to  hear.  The  heroic  princess, 
to  whom  these  fantasies  were  dedicated,  received 
them  like  the  worthy  daughter  of  Henry  VIII.; 
her  nerves,  as  history  tells  us,  were  proof  against 
every  thing.  In  her  dining  hall  every  day  were 
stationed  twelve  trumpeters  and  twelve  kettle- 
drum beaters,  with  a  proportional  number  of 
drummers  and  fifers,  who  played  for  half  an 
hour,  as  if  commissioned  to  carry  to  the  utter- 
most ends  of  the  British  isles  the  joyful  intel- 
ligence, that  her  Majesty  was  dining.  This  more 
than  masculine  strength  of  constitution  seems  to 
explain  many  acts  of  Elizabeth's  government. 

There  were  players  on  the  clavichord  (pianists) 
before  Bach,  and  among  them  even  famous  ones, 
as  the  above  named  John  Bull  in  England, 
CoupERiE  in  France,  Fkohbeegee  and  some 
others  in  Germany.  But  since  the  biographical  • 
dictionaries  merely  mention  them,  and  no  one 
any  longer  knows  their  works,  or  finds  it  worth 
the  while  to  learn  them,  we  are  constrained, — • 
we,  posterity, — to  pronounce  Bach  the  founder 
of  the  true  method  of  playing  the  piano-forte  (or 
clavichord),  as  we  have  already  recognized  him 
as  a  contrapuntist  and  an  organist  without  an 
equal.     How  many  crowns  upon  one  head  ! 

While  the  madrigal  style  was  in  vogue,  there 
was  a  sort  of  instrumental  chamber  music,  which 
did  not  deserve  the  name,  since  it  was  intended 
merely  as  a  substitute  for  vocal  music.  If  there 
■chanced  to  be  a  lack  of  singers  to  the  recitation 
-of  the  inadrigal,  they  played  it  upon  viols  with 
six  strings  of  different  thickness,  tuned  in  fourths, 
which  corresponded  to  the  compass  of  the  voices 
and  hence  were  called  violas  above  the  tenor  and 
'bass.  From  these  sprang  our  present  violas 
(Bratschen),  violoncellos  and  contrabassos,  but 
■not  the  violin,  which  is  much  older. 

We  see  orchestral  music  emerge  with  the  lyric 
drama.  Opera  and  orchestra  grew  strong  to- 
gether, each  through  the  other;  and  now  the 
composers,  who  took  the  place  of  the  players, 
reduced  what  had  heretofore  been  left  to  the 
blind  routine  of  the  trade,  to  artistic  rules.  At 
first  the  orchestra  music  was  not  united  with  the 
dramatic  song.  Weak  as  it  was,  it  attempted  its 
first  steps  alone.  A  simple  bass  accompanied  the 
single  voice-part  or  recitativ-e,  and  the  orchestra, 
placed  behind  the  scenes,  was  only  heard  in  the 
overture  (toccata),  in  the  ritornellos  (bits  of 
symphony),  and  later  in  the  ballets.  Peri  and 
MoNTEVERDE  excluded  the  violin  from  their 
orchestra  and  only  admitted  the  violas ;  which  is 
the  more  remarkable,  as  at  that  time  there 
were  already  some  virtuosos  on  the  violin ;  in- 
deed there  had  been  some  before  them  ;  the  one 
best  known  is  the  famous  Baltazarini,  called 
Monsieur  de  Beau  Joteulx,  whose  bow  and 
fertile  invention  led  the  pleasures  at  the  court  of 
Henry  III.,  as  a  century  later,  another  Italian, 
LuLLi,  led  the  festivals  of  Louis  XIV.  More- 
over violins,  in  form  and  quality,  had  already 
been  brought  to  the  highest  possible  decree  of 
perfection  in  Italy,  by  the  brothers  Amati;  a 
proof  that  the  once  so  despised  "  fiddle "  stood 
even  then  in  honor  among  musical  artists. 

I  have  placed  before  the  eyes  of  my  readers 
an  example  of  the  first  songs,  which  were  recited 
on  the  lyric  stage  ;  I  have  shown  them  the  start- 
ing point  of  the  Opera,  and  the  route  that  was  to 
lead  it  in  less  than  two  centuries  to  "  Don  Juan." 
Orchestral  music,  which,  so   to  say,  follows  the 


lead  of  the  Opera  forwards,  completed  its  career 
in  the  same  period.  It  would  not  be  uninterest-- 
ing,  at  least  for  minds  that  like  to  try  the  be- 
ginning and  the  end  of  things,  to  compare  the 
overture  to  Eurydlce  by  Peri  and  a  Ritornello 
in  Or/eo  by  MoNTEVERDE,wit.h  the  overture  to 
the  Zauberflote  ("  Magic  Flute.")  The  work  for 
grand  orchestra  by  Peri  is  composed  of  three 
flutes,  and  its  entire  length  consists  of  fifteen 
bars: 


Is  there  not  something  pastoral  in  that,  and 
would  you  not  suppose  the  piece  was  composed 
for  a  bagpipe  ? 

Some  writers  have  called  Monteverde  the 
Mozart  of  his  age;  but  he  was  a  Mozart 
born  too  early ;  he  came  into  the  world  two  cen- 
turies before  the  right  time.  Yet  he  was  one  of 
the  most  noteworthy  furtherers  in  the  second 
revolution  of  Music,  that  namely,  which,  after 
the  seventeenth  century,  changed  the  general 
system  of  scales,  or  completed  the  change.  Sev- 
eral of  Monteverde's  compositions,  among 
others  his  madrigal  (or  five  voices,  cited  by  Biir- 
ney:  Stracciami  pur  it  core,  come  already  very 
near  to  the  modern  music,  both  in  respect  to 
melody  and  to  the  choice  of  chords.  Monte- 
VERDE  also  enriched  Melody  with  some  new  and 
valuable  combinations ;  but  he  also  deserved 
blame  as  a  rash  and  in  many  respects  too  preco- 
cious innovator,  in  that  he  introduced  dissonances 
into  his  works,  which  always  will  offend  the  ear. 
The  madrigal  aforesaid  proves  this,  and  we  find 
another  even  stronger  proof  in  the  ritornello  in 
Orfio,  which  Burney  adduces  as  a  master-piece  of 
canonical  art,  and  which  would  deserve  this  name 
if  the  harmony  were  less  atrocious.  It  is  strange 
to  look  at  and  wouliJ  be  still  more  strange  to  hear. 
The    key   wavers   between   C   and    G    major ; 


the  modulation  between  the  sixteenth  and  seven- 
teenth century;  many  of  the  chords  in  fact  be- 
long to  no  epoch  and  no  kej'.  Contrary  entirely 
to  the  principles,  which  Monteverde  himself 
followed  in  other  places,  he  here  heaps  up  with- 
out preparation  the  most  intolerable,  most  insipid 
discords  on  the  weak  parts  of  the  measure  and 
brings  them,  God  knows  how,  into  the  strong 
parts  in  safety.  Have  we  not  here  precisely 
two  symphonies  for  the  orchestra,  one  in  the  me- 
lodic and  the  other  in  the  contrapuntal  style  ? 
Thus  the  dilettanti  of  that  time  must  have  been 
divided  between  Perists  and  Monteverdists,  as 
we  were  not  long  since  into  Mozartists  and  Kos- 
sinists. 

From  the  achievements  of  Baltazarini  it 
may  be  inferred,  that  the  virtuosity  of  the  instru- 
mentists,  which  bore  off  the  palm  from  that  of 
the  singers,  only  waited  until  Melody  had  reached 
the  stand-point  of  Art.  What  could  a  violin 
solo  be  at  that  time  ?  For  lack  of  examples, 
history  is  silent  on  the  question ;  but  since  it  is 
impossible  for  concert  music  to  dispense  with 
melody  and  passages,  we  must  take  one  of  two 
things  for  granted:  either  "the  solo-ists  made  the 
melodies  they  used,  themselves ;  or,  what  is  much 
more  probable,  they  took  them  from  the  arias, 
the  dances  and  the  people's  songs,  and  varied 
them. 

The  dazzling  virtuosity  began  with  the  violin, 
which  to  this  day  is  the  instrument  on  which  the 
greatest  miracles  are  wrought.  A  hundred  years 
after  M.  Beau  Joyeulx  we  find  master  Thomas 
Baltzae  of  Liibeck,  the  oldest  type  of  those 
violinists,  who  were  despei-ate  subjects,  riotous 
fellows,  drunken  swaggerers  and  wizards ;  a  race 
now  nearly  extinct,  but  which  counts  more  than 
one  famous  name,  and  to  whom  the  jugglers  of 
the  Middle  Ages  with  their  bows  seem  to  have 
left  some  traces  of  their  family  character.  This 
Baltzar  went  to  England,  where  he  was  en- 
trusted with  the  direction  of  the  royal  chapel  of 
Charles  II.  In  Oxford  Dr.  Wilson,  the  first 
connoisseur  in  the  kingdom,  heard  him ;  and 
after  he  had  heard  him,  threw  himself  at  his  feet, 
as  if  to  testify  his  reverence  for  a  supernatural 
talent,  but  really  to  see  whether  the  cover- 
ing of  the  artist's  nether  extremities  did  not 
conceal  a  cloven  foot.  So  Rode  and  Paga- 
NiNi  were  not  the  first,  who  have  had  the  honor 
to  pass  for  devils.  What  was  the  character  of 
these  deviltries  in  the  year  1658  ?  I  will  inform 
the  reader,  if  he  is  not  subject  to  vertigo.  Mas- 
ter Baltzar,  who  in  daring  resembled  the  first 
navigators  or  even  the  first  aeronauts,  ventured 
to  press  the  strings  of  his  violin  closer  to  the  bridge 
than  had  been  seen  before.  He  reached,  won- 
derful to  tell,  the  fearful  height  of  the  upper  D 
upon  the  fifth ;  he  was  the  Saussure  or  the  Pallas 
of  the  violin,  if  not  the  devil  himself  The 
twice-marked  D,  what  an  Ararat !  A  molehill, 
which  every  scholar  eight  years  old  now  sur- 
mounts without  the  slightest  difliculty. 


A  Eussian  Pamphlet  on  tte  Old  Italian  Music. 

AVhatever  we  may  think  of  Russia  as  an  imper- 
sonated Bear,  not  so  greedy  after  bee-hives  as 
after  Turkey  poults — as  a  potentate  who  keeps  up 
Siberia  by  way  of  a  vast  ice-house,  in  which  all  hot- 
blooded  and  high-hearted  persons  that  might 
trouble  his  dynasty  can  be  prudentially  frozen  up 
out  of  sight,  out  of  mind, — certain  is  it  that  the 
Bear  is  a  Bear  that  "  dances  to  the  genteelest  of 
tunes  " — that  the  Power  is  a  Power  under  whose 
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autocracy  Music  has  had  a  prosperous  existence, 
and  musical  amateurship  a  satisfactory  develop- 
ment. The  masters  giving  the  tone  to  Russia  have 
been  principally  foreign  masters,  it  is  true  ;  such 
as  Sarti,  Boieldieu,  Field,  Henselt,  Vieuxtemps, 
and  others;  but  the  same  censure  could  be  passed 
on  England  in  some  measure  and  on  France  also ; 
while  we  are  not  acquainted  with  any  group  of 
English  or  French  amateurs  that  in  munificence 
and  acquirement  can  compete  with  the  circle  m- 
cluding  snch  names  as  Rizumouffsky,  Wiclhour- 
ski,  Lvoff,  OulibichetF,  and  von  Lenz.  To  these 
may  be  now  added,  we  suppose,  the  name  of  M. 
Wladimir  StassofT,  in  right  of  his  monograph  on 
the  collections  of  the  Abate  Santini  at  Rome.  In 
every  point  of  view  this  is  curious ;  though,  as  being 
merely  an  article  on  a  Catalogue,  it  does  not  claim 
a  separate  review. — It  is  noticeable  that  in  it  M. 
Stassoflf  has  departed  from  the  beaten  track,  by 
devoting  his  time  and  interest,  not  to  a  German 
subject,  but  to  what  may  be  called  the  foundation 
of  all  modern  Art,-in  the  old  schools  of  Italian  com- 
position. The  object  of  M.  StassofF's  pamphlet  is 
to  call  attention  to  the  vast  collection  of  ancient 
music  amassed  by  the  Abate  Santini  at  Rome ; 
since,  though  its  existence  and  value  have  been 
long  known  to  the  few,  they  have  hardly  been 
brought  before  the  world  in  a  manner  commen- 
surate with  their  importance.  This  may  be 
implied  from  one  fact  among  many  others;  that 
the  Catalogue  contains  specimens  of  more  than 
two  hundred  old  Italian  composers,  who  are  not 
even  named,  M.  Stassoff  assures  us,  in  the  Mu- 
sical Dictionary  of  M.  Fetis. — What  is  more,  the 
Abate  Santini  throughout  his  long  life  does  not 
appear  to  have  confined  himself  to  the  barren 
business  of  collection,  but  to  have  arranged  his 
acquisitions  so  as  to  remove  them  out  of  the  ca- 
tegory of  fruitless  and  unavailable  antiquarianism. 
In  many  cases,  M.  Stassoif  assures  us,  he  has 
scored  the  work  from  its  separate  parts — in  many 
deciphered  the  obsolete  and  cumbrous  notation  of 
the  original  penman.  As  an  instance  may  be 
mentioned  the  toccatas  of  Frescobaldi,  originally 
written  on  staves  of  six  or  eight  lines,  which  were 
reduced  to  modern  notation  by  the  Abate  Santini, 
and  presented  by  him  to  one  of  the  gentlemen 
belonging  to  Chichester  Cathedral  who  passed  some 
time  in  Rome ; — the  same  amateur,  probably,  at 
whose  instance  the  Abate  Santini  may  have  com- 
posed or  arranged  the  Choral  Service,  described 
by  Mr.  Gardiner,  of  Leicester,  as  existing  in  the 
library  of  that  establishment,  and  the  mention  of 
which,  in  his  '  Sights  in  Italy,'  puzzled  us  at  the 
time. 

As  further  illustrating  the  value  of  the  Santini 
collection,  M.  Stassoff  states  that,  "the  larger  por- 
tion of  such  ancient  Italian  music  as  has  been 
published  during  late  years  in  Germany,  especially 
in  Berlin,"  has  proceeded  from  copies  of  works  in 
the  "  Santini  library."  Out  of  three  hundred  and 
forty-nine  pianoforte  pieces  by  Scarlatti,  included 
in  this  rich  treasury,  Ilerr  Ilaslinger,  of  Vienna, 
has  published  two  hundred.  That  the  desire  to 
form  or  to  enrich  public  musical  libraries  in  any 
country  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  an  existence, 
is  at  present  true  ;  or  we  should  hope  that  so  vast 
and  uniciue  a  collection  may  never  be  dismember- 
ed. At  all  events,  amateurs  and  professors  alike 
have  cause  to  thank  M.  Stassoff  for  reminding 
them  of  its  existence  and  of  its  extent. 

London  Atlienmum. 


Mendelssohn's  Piano-fjrte  Playing.    Bruns- 
wick, 1839. 

(From  "  Modern  German  Music,"  by  H.  F.  Chohley.) 

The  last  entertainment  of  the  Brunswick  Fes- 
tival was  Dr.  Mendelssohn's  morning  concert, 
given  in  the  saloon  where  the  public  dinner  had 
been  held.  The  programme  was  excellent,  alike 
for  its  selection  and  its  brevity. 

PART   I. 

Overture. 

Air,  "  II  mio  tesoro,"  Bung  by  Herr  Sclinietzer Mozart. 

Concerto  P,  F.  (D  minor),  performed  and  com- 
posed by Mendelssohn. 

PART  n. 

Tiolin  Concerto.    Ilorr  Miillcr Moliquc. 

Serenade  P.  F.  and  orchestra,  performed  and 

composed  by Mendelssohn. 

Symphony  (A  major) Beethoven. 


The  piano-forte  was,  of  course,  in  this  concert, 
the  principal  attraction.  •  It  is  rarely  that  I  have 
been  so  delighted  without  novelty  or  surprise  bav- 
ins some  share  in  the  deliahf.  It  would  have  been 
absurd  to  expect  much  pianism,  as  distinct  from 
music.  In  the  performance  of  one  writing  so 
straisht-forwardly,  and  witliout  the  coquetries  of 
embroiderv,  as  Mendelssohn.  Accordingly,  his 
performance  had  none  of  the  exquisite  finesse.^  of 
Moscheles,  on  the  score  of  which  it  has  been 
elsewhere  said,  that  "  there  is  wit  In  his  playing;" 
none  of  the  delicate  and  plaintive  and  spiritual 
seductions  of  Chopin,  who  swept  the  keys  with 
so  insinuating  and  gossamer  a  touch,  that  the 
crudest  and  most  chromatic  harmonies  of  his 
music  floated  away  under  his  hand,  indistinct,  3'et 
not  unpleasing,  like  the  wild  and  sofiened  dis- 
cords of  the  iEolian  harp ;  none  of  the  brilliant 
extravagances  of  Liszt,  by  which  he  illuminates 
every  composition  he  undertakes,  with  a  living 
but  lightening  fire,  and  imparts  to  it  a  soul  of 
passion,  or  a  dazzling  vivacity,  the  interpreta- 
tion never  contradicting  the  author's  intention, 
but  more  poignant,  more  Intense,  more  glowing 
than  ever  the  author  dreamed  of.  And  yet,  no 
one  that  ever  heard  Mendelssohn's  piano-forte- 
playlng  could  find  it  dry — could  fail  to  be  excited 
and  fascinated  by  It,  despite  of  its  want  of  all  the 
caprices  and  colorings  of  his  contemporaries. 
Solidity,  in  which  the  organ  touch  is  given  to 
the  piano  without  the  organ  ponderosity — spirit 
(witness  his  execution  to  the  finale  of  the  D 
minor  Concerto)  animating,  but  never  Intoxicating 
the  ear — expression  which,  making  every  tone 
sink  deep,  required  not  the  garnishing  of  trills 
and  appogr/iatm-i,  or  the  aid  of  changes  of  time, 
were  anions  Its  outward  and  salient  charac- 
teristics. Within,  and  beyond  all  these,  though 
hard  to  be  conveyed  in  words,  there  was  to  be 
felt  a  mind  clear' and  deep;  an  appreclalion  of 
character  and  form  referring  to  the  inner  spirit 
rather  than  the  outward  details:  the  same  which 
gives  so  exquisitely  southern  a  character  to  bar- 
carole, and  gondola  tune  in  the  composer's 
Lieiler  olme  "  Worte,  and  its  fresh,  Ossianic, 
sea-wlldness  to  his  overture  to  the  Hebriden, 
("Isles  of  Fingal");  the  same  which  enabled 
him,  when  little  more  than  a  boy,  in  the  hap- 
piest piece  of  descriptive  music  of  our  time,  to 
illustrate  Shakspeare's  exquisite  fairy  scenes 
neither  feebly  nor  unworthily.  Demanding,  as  it 
does,  execution  without  grimace;  fancy,  cheer- 
ful and  excursive,  but  never  morbid;  and  feeling 
under  the  control  of  a  serene,  not  sluggish  spirit 
— Mendelssohn's  is  eminently  manly  music  ;  and 
loses  effect,  beyond  that  of  almost  any  other 
of  his  contemporaries,  when  attempted  by  female 
hands. 

The  Concerto  and  the  Serenade  were  too  soon 
over  —  things  to  be  regretted  as  not  lasting 
longer,  for  the  sake  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  performed,  and  because  they  were  almost 
the  last  music  of  the  evening.  The  applause 
which  attended  them  was  what  might  have  been 
expected — what  was  deserved.  Then  came  the 
beautiful  Symphony  by  Beethoven,  which  was 
hardly  relished  according  to  its  merits — for  who 
can  settle  himself  to  enjoy  a  last  pleasure  V  Then 
drove  up  the  primitive  equipages,  and  the  re- 
markable charioteers  I  had  watched  arrive,  in 
such  a  dltlerent  mood,  but  three  days  before: 
and  the  glory  of  "  the  celebrity,"  as  Dr.  Burney 
primly  called  the  Handel  Commemoration  in 
Westminster  Abbey — was  over  I 


Grisi  as  Norma  at  Castle  Garden. 

Steffanone  gave  us  a  fine  copy,  but  last  even- 
ing we  saw  the  original.  Norma  always  draws 
very  large  audiences.  The  tinge  of  impropriety 
in  the  story  and  the  inferior  quality  of  a  little  of 
the  music  ensure  this;  and  it  is  not  surprising 
that,  when  the  Norma  of  Normas  was  to  be  seen 
and  heard,  even  Castle  Garden  should  be  thronged. 
There  must  have  been  quite  one-third  more 
people  present  last  evening  than  on  Monday 
last. 

We  encounter  the  same  difficulty  in  attempting 
to  criticize  this  performance,  which  stayed  our 
pen   during   the    past   week.      Madame    Grisi's 


Norma  differs  in  no  respect  as  to  its  conception 
from  several  others  which  we  have  enjoyed  be- 
fore :  it  is  only  in  many  respects  better  in  execu- 
tion. We  cannot  remember  a  situation  in  the 
opera  which  she  treated  In  a  spirit  at  all  new  to 
us,  except  the  manner  in  which  she  listened  to 
Adalolsa's  relation  of  the  birth  and  growth  of 
her  love.  Grisi  stood  with  her  back  to  the  girl ; 
and  as  the  tale  was  told  and  the  memory  of  the 
dawn  of  her  own  passion  was  summoned  up  by 
the  timid  confession  of  her  companion  In  guilt, 
the  face  of  the  Arch-Druide,<is  beamed  with  ten- 
der joy;  she  clasped  her  trembling  fingers  tim- 
idly; iier  breathing  was  as  gentle  as  a  child's; 
I^er  eyes  were  bright  with  the  light  of  youthful 
love ;  and  then  for  the  first  time  we  saw  how 
lovely  Grisi  must  have  been.  The  scene  which 
follows  this  was  as  grand  as  wrath  and  scorn 
hurled  from  female  lips  can  be.  The  woman 
towered  above  her  towering  passion  :  it  did  not 
make  her  repulsive,  but  the  object  of  it  pitiable. 
Her  eye  flashed  his  doom  upon  him ;  her  arms 
waved  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  down  to  him; 
shespurned  hini  with  her  voice  as  a  man  spurns 
with  his  foot  the  thing  he  loathes  the  most ;  she 
looked  a  graceful  Fury.  Her  vocalization  of  the 
passase  which  the  composer  has  assigned  to  this 
situation  was  incomparably  fine:  brilliant,  power- 
ful, impetuous.  Her  voice  seemed  unrestrained 
by  consciousness  and  abandoned  only  to  the  sway 
of  her  all  controlling  rage.  The  notes  flashed 
out  like  lightning  ;  and  when  they  were  arrested 
with  the  same  suddenness  with  which  lightning 
vanishes  into  darkness,  there  was  just  an  appre- 
ciable instant  of  utter  silence,  and  then  the 
thunder  shook  the  house.  Few  who  saw  it  will 
foriiet  that  scene.  The  finale,  the  pathos  of 
whTch  is  so  grand  and  yet  so  touching,  she  gave 
with  all  the  dramatic  power  of  which  she  is  su- 
preme mistress.  One  action  was  new,  and  might 
have  been  a  happy  inspiration  of  the  moment. 
As  Polllone  knelt  at  her  feet  repentant,  again  her 
lover,  but  too  late,  there  was  a  silent  moment, — 
one  hand  fell  from  her  averted  face  upon  his 
shoulder ;— she  drew  it  gently  but  firmly  away, 
and  as  it  passed  across  his  head  it  lingered  for  an 
instant ;  and  its  mute  fingers  told  an  agony  of 
love  and  grief  beyond  the  utterance  of  words. 

Her  singing  of  Casta  Diva  was  valuable  more 
as  indicating  her  conception  of  the  music  than  as 
a  remarkable  execution  of  it.  And  yet,  even 
thus  rendered,  it  was  a  study  for  the  lovers  of 
art.  The  woman's  style  is  so  incomparably  fine, 
so  unexceptlonably  correct.  As  a  vocalist  merely, 
we  are  inclined  to  doubt  her  pre-eminence  evea 
in  the  plenitude  of  her  powers. 

AVe  will  say  nothing  of  the  singing  of  Deh  con 
te.  That  would  be  an  excellent  performance  of 
Norma  in  which  this  duet  should  be  left  out;  but 
for  the  mass  of  iVbrma-goers,  we  suppose,  that 
would  be  Hamlet  without  Hamlet.  On  this  oc- 
casion, happily,  the  usual  encore  was  escaped. 

Signer  SusinI  made  a  very  fine  Oroveso, — the 
best  we  have  had.  He  was  in  excellent  voice, 
and  avoided  all  faults  of  intonation.  He  is  a 
great  accjulsition  to  our  operatic  force  and  should 
be  kept  here.  He  has  all  the  strength  and  none 
of  the  coarseness  of  Marlnl,  an  artist  in  whom 
we  could  never  find  much  to  admire.  SIgnora 
Donovani  made  a  very  acceptable  Adalgisa  and 
the  opera  generally  was  quite  well  performed, 
although  the  choruses  need  much  drilling. —  Cou- 
rier and  Enquirer^  Sept.  12. 


Historical  Sketch  of  the  Germania  Musical 
Association. 

[Prepared  by  the  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Miu^iral  World,  from 
original  German  documents.] 

I.  Formation  of  a  Cosceet-Orchestra. 
During  the  months  of  January  and  February, 
1848,  there  met  frequently  in  Berlin,— which  is 
considered  the  focal  point  of  Art  and  Science  of 
Northern  Germany — a  body  of  musicians,  who  for 
some  time,  had  served  together  as  members  of  a 
private  orchestra.  By  long  years  of  association 
they  had  learned  to  love  and  respect  each  other, 
and  a  tie  of  true  brotherly  attachment  subsisted 
between  them.  Desirous  of  leading  an  entirely  In- 
dependent life,  they  formed  the  resolution  of  es- 
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tablisliinga  Concert-Orchestra:  one  thatin a, social 
as  well  as  a  musical  point  of  view,  should  prove  a 
model  of  such  an  association.  They  determined, 
also,  so  soon  as  possible,  to  undertake  a  journey  to 
the  United  States  of  America ;  with  a  view  of 
arousing  in  the  hearts  of  this  (politically)  free 
people,  by  successive  performances  of  the  master- 
pieces of  the  great  instrumental  composers,  (Mo- 
zart, Beethoven,  Spohr,  Schubert,  Mendelssohn, 
&c.,)  a  love  for  the  beautiful  Art  of  Music,  and  to 
keep  alive  and  extend  its  appreciation. 

II.  Oeganizatios  of  the  Company. 

The  political  disturbances  of  this  period,  which 
resulted  during  the  months  of  February  and  Mai-ch 
in  a  general  European  revolution,  accelerated  the 
formation  and  departure  of  this  musical  brother- 
hood. In  their  statutes,  they  made  the  communis- 
tic principle  (which  they  individually  consider  the 
most  perfect  principle  of  association)  the  basis  of 
their  code.     The  significant  words  : 

All  for  one  and  one  for  all, 
were  chosen  as  a  motto  for  their  constitulion.   And 

Equal  rights,  equal  duties^  equal  profits, 
formed  the  basis  of  a  set  of  statutes,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

As,  in  consequence  of  their  code,  no  one  mem- 
ber could  lay  claim  to  any  special  personal  or  pe- 
cuniary advantage  over  another,  an  entirely  in- 
dependent and  truly  free  condition  was  secured  to 
all.  Each  individual  regarded  it  as  his  most  sacred 
duty,  according  to  his  best  endeavors  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  whole :  for  they  knew,  ihat  by 
mutual  assistance  of  this  kind  the  personal  welfare 
of  the  individual  could  not  become  the  sacrifiee  of 
accident  or  vicissitude  ;  as,  unhappily,  is  the  case 
in  an  old,  wrecked  condition  of  society  all  over 
the  world. 

By  the  free  sacrifice  of  all  peculiarly  personal 
advantage,  the  roots  of  that  most  devilish  e^o-tism, 
which  is  the  radical  evil  of  our  social  condition, 
were  forever  severed. 

To  this  wise  arrangement  entirely  must  the  Ger- 
manians  ascribe  their  very  extraordinary  success 
during  six  }'ears  of  travel  in  America ;  their  con- 
stitution giving  them  the  power  to  avert  all  those 
dangers,  and  remove  all  those  difficulties,  which 
have  proved,  after  a  few  months  of  trial,  the  ruin 
of  every  similar  concert-orchestra. 

III.  Farewell  Concert  in  Berlin. 
Immediately  after  the  organization  of  the  orches- 
tra, arrangements  were  made  for  their  departure. 
But  before  leaving  Berlin  they  gave,  in  the  Milenz- 
saloon,  a  Musical  Matinee;  to  which  were  invited 
all  the  prominent  notabilities  of  Art  and  other  per- 
sons of  mark.  Among  those  present  were  the 
English  Ambassador,  Lord  Westmoreland  and  the 
American  Minister,  Mr.  Donelson.  Every  one 
was  so  delighted  with  the  performance  of  the  Ger- 
manians  ('who  at  that  time  called  themselves  the 
NnrlJi  German  Music  Association,)  that  they 
gave  every  kind  of  applausive  demonstration.  Be- 
sides compositions  by  Beethoven  and  Weber  and 
an  Overture  by  their  director,  C.  Lenschow,  the 
Germanians  performed  a  manuscript  symphony 
by  Lord  Westmoreland :  who  was  so  pleased  with 
the  passionate  and  delicate  rendering  of  his  music, 
that,  in  acknowledgment,  he  made  a  long  address 
to  the  young  artists. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  performance  the  audi- 
ence bade  personal  adieu  to  the  various  members 
of  the  orchestra :  and  the  court  chapel-master,"  W. 
Taubert,  addressed  the  following  words  to  the 
Germanians : 

In  taking  this  opportunity,  gentlemen  and  as- 
sociates in  Art,  heartily  to  thank  you  for  the  plea- 
sure your  admirable  performance  has  afforded  us 
all,  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  personally  to 
you  my  warmest  wishes  for  your  success.  May 
the  hopes  and  aspirations,  with  which  you  hasten 
to  the  New  World,  be  fully  realized.  Your  mu- 
sical resources,  which  are  so  very  unusual,  allow 
us  not  to  doubt,  that  you  will  attain  all  your  de- 
sire. Your  aim  is  the  noble  and  elevated  one 
worthily  to  present  in  America,  the  land  where 
Art  is  still  in  its  cradle,  European  master-pieces. 
This  enterprise  of  yours  will  yet  prove  a  shining 
point  in  the  Art-History  of  America." 

On  the  following  day  they  received  from  Lord 


Westmoreland  and  Herr  Taubert,  as  souvenirs, 
a  selection  of  their  own  compositions.  Added  to 
this,  was  furnished  them  a  considerable  number 
of  letters  of  introduction  to  persons  high  in  posi- 
tion in  England. 

The  Germanians  had  decided  to  visit  London 
on  their  way  to  New  York,  in  order,  by  giving 
concerts,  to  secure,  in  this  great  world-metropolis, 
a  favorable  reputation. 

IV.    Departure  from  Berlin  and  three  months' 
STAY  IN  London. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1848,  the  Germanians,  at 
6  in  the  morning,  assembled  at  the  depot  in  Ber- 
lin to  depart  for  Hamburg  and  thence  by  the 
English  steamer  to  London,  and  one  hundred  of 
their  friends  gathered  to  bid  them  God-speed. 
On  the  11th  of  May  they  landed  in  London,  in 
which  city  they  remained  three  months  before 
they  set  sail  for  America.  During  their  stay  in 
London  they  gave  a  series  of  concerts  in  the 
Princess'  Theatre,  Hanover  Square  Rooms  and 
other  localities,  but  under  frequent  changes  of 
name — as  German  Orchestra,  Lenschow's  Orches- 
tra, German  Music  Society,  &c.  These  concerts 
were  attended  mostly  by  artists  and  dilettanti, 
who  were  most  agreeably  surprised  at  the  per- 
formances of  the  young  artists,  and  testified  their 
approbation  in  the  most  unmistakeable  manner. 
In  the  public  prints,  this  small  concert-orchestra 
of  twenty-four  members  was  commended  to  the 
great  opera-orchesti-a  of  Covent  Garden  as  a 
model.  The  professors  of  the  Royal  Musical  In- 
stitute, who  had  attended  the  concerts  in  Hanover 
Square  Rooms,  gave  public  testimony,  that  this 
German  orchestra,  in  point  of  precision  and  ex- 
treme delicacy  of  performance,  surpassed  all  other 
orchestras  which  had  yet  been  heard  in  London. 

Through  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  to  whom  they 
had  a  letter  from  Lord  Westmoreland,  the  Ger- 
manians were  engaged  at  a  fete-concert  given  at 
the  villa  of  Baring  Brothers.  At  this  fete  were 
present  all  the  great  celebrities  of  the  day  :  Mme. 
Grisi,  Viardot  Garcia,  Alboni,  Mario,  Salvi,  Tam- 
burini,  Benedict ;  the  last  being  conductor  and 
pianist.  Five  hundred  persons,  composed  of  Eng- 
land's highest  aristocracy  and  noblest  families, 
filled  to  overflowing  the  somewhat  small  music- 
saloon  of  the  villa.  As  there  was  such  scanty 
room,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  proposed  to  open 
the  doors  of  the  saloon  which  led  upon  the  bal- 
cony and  to  arrange  there  the  orchestra.  When 
the  arrangements  were  completed,  and  the  leader 
of  the  Germanians  gave  the  signal  to  commence, 
the  Duke  of  Cambridge  placed  himself  next  to 
the  first  violinist,  in  order  to  follow  him  as  he 
played.  The  Jubilee  Overture  of  Weber  had 
hardly  commenced,  when  a  strong  wind,  which 
chanced  to  be  blowing,  bore  off  the  first  violin 
part  from  the  desk ;  whereupon  the  Duke  gave 
chase,  and  having  recovered  it,  good-naturedly 
held  the  music  in  his  own  hand  for  the  first  vio- 
linist, until'the  close  of  the  piece.  This  little  cir- 
cumstance made  quite  a  sensation  among  the  no- 
bility favorable  to  the  Germanians ;  as  showing 
the  evident  estimation  in  which  the  Duke  held 
them.  At  the  close  of  the  overture,  the  Duke 
exclaimed,  "  Bravo,  bravo,  gentlemen  :  I  assure 
you  that  the  expectations  I  had  formed  of  your 
performance  from  the  account  of  my  friend  Lord 
Westmoreland,  have  been  much  more  than  real- 
ized." Between  the  performances  lively  conver- 
sation took  place,  and  many  of  the  distinguished 
guests,  some  of  whom  spoke  German,  took  this 
occasion  to  engage  in  conversation  the  young  art- 
ists. One  young  lady,  especially, of  princely  family 
expressed  herself  delighted  in  reviving,  through 
the  Germanians,  the  musical  pleasure  she  had 
during  her  travels,  experienced  in  that  beautiful 
land  of  musical  art.  The  Duchess  of  Cambridge, 
moreover,  was  so  kind  in  her  expressions  towards 
the  young  artists,  as  to  excite  unmistakeable  siijns 
of  uneasiness  and  professional  envy  among  the 
Italian  portion  of  the  artists. 

The  Germanians  were  informed,  before  their 
departure,  by  the  master  of  court-ceremonies, 
that  Queen  Victoria  had  expressed  a  wish  to  hear 
them  during  the  next  musical  season,  in  a  concert, 
and  the  question  was  put  to  them,  whether  they 
would  return  to  London  the  following  spring  for 
this  purpose.     Although  the  Orchestra  determin- 


ed to  return  to  England  in  1849,  in  case  Fortune 
smiled  upon  them  m  the  United  States,  they  were, 
nevertheless,  oblisjed,  in  consequence  of  various 
obstacles,  (principally  pecuniary,)  to  relinquish 
the  plan. 

V.  First  Appearance  in  A5ierica,  and  a  Brief 
Account  of  their  Travels  in  this  Country. 

At  the  end  of  September  they  appeared  in  New 
York  ;  where  they  gave,  on  the  5th  of  October, 
their  first  concert  in  the  Astor  Place  Opera  House. 
Their  uncommon  virtuosity  excited  among  the 
auditory  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  The  numerous 
friends  of  music  present  were  surprised  at  the 
precisson  and  delicate  execution  of  the  Germa- 
nians. They  stated  that  this  association  of  artists 
had  displayed  to  them,  for  the  first  time,  the  mar- 
vellous effects  which  can  be  produced  by  orches- 
tral combination.  The  pianissimo  of  these  young 
artists,  particularly,  they  pronounced  inimitable. 

After  the  Germanians  had  given  about  twelve 
concerts  in  the  Tabernacle,  and  had  won  for 
themselves  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  true 
friends  of  Art,  a  testimonial  was  presented  to 
them  by  the  leading  members  of  the  Philhar- 
monic Society  and  other  friends  of  Art,  expres- 
sive of  the  pleasure  they  had  experienced  in  their 
performances,  and  the  respect  they  felt  for  their 
admirable  attainments.  In  this  testimonial,  which 
was  published  in  the  N.  Y.  Herald  of  Nov.  11, 
1848,  the  masterly  rendering  of  the  Beethoven 
Symphonies  and  the  Mendelssohn  Concert-over- 
tures were  especially  mentioned. 

On  the  2d  of  December  the  Germanians  left 
New  York,  (where,  in  the  course  of  nine  weeks 
they  had  given  18  concerts  in  all,)  in  order  to 
give  a  series  of  concerts  in  Philadelphia.  In  this 
city  they  remained  until  the  first  of  March,  1849, 
when  they  started  for  Washington,  whither  they 
had  been  summoned  to  assist  at  the  inauguration 
of  Pres.  Taylor.  Both  here  and  in  Baltimore, 
where  in  fourteen  days  they  gave  ten  concerts, 
they  achieved  great  success.  Their  next  desti- 
nation was  New  England,  where  they  gave  a 
number  of  concerts.  In  Boston  alone,  during  six 
weeks,  they  gave  twenty-one  concerts.  One  re- 
markable circumstance  of  those  performances  was 
that  Mendelssohn's  overture  to  the  Midsummer 
Night's  Dream  was  given  no  less  than  forty  times. 
This  overture,  played  in  so  masterly  a  manner  by 
the  Germanians,  excited  such  enthusiasm,  that 
they  were  obliged  to  perform  it  at  every  concert, 
and  always  with  a  da  capo. 

The  Germanians  passed  the  summer  months  in 
Newport :  and  during  the  winter  season  of  1849- 
50,  as  also  1850-51,  they  remained  in  Baltimore. 
To  the  beautiful  maids  of  Baltimore,  particularly, 
the  Germanians  ascribe  the  first  genuine  appre- 
ciation of  their  efforts.  The  kind  reception  which 
the  members  of  the  orchestra  here  met,  they  che- 
rish as  the  most  delightful  memories  of  their  life. 

The  Germanians  travelled  twice  through  Can- 
ada; in  the  spring  of  1860,  and  at  the  same  sea- 
son in  1852.  In  the  year  1851  they  travelled  with 
Jenny  Lind,  in  whose  concerts  the}'  formed  the 
orchestra.  During  the  spring  of  1853  they  jour- 
neyed through  the  West.  In  Boston  and  the 
neishboring  cities,  during  the  three  winter  seasons 
of  "1851-2,  1852-3  and  1853-4,  the  Germanians 
gave  an  immense  number  of  concerts,  in  which 
almost  all  the  great  instrumental  compositions  of 
the  greatest  composers  were  performed. 

The  Germanians  have  given  in  the  United 
States  over  seven  hundred  concerts,  and  over  one 
hundred  musical  matinees  and  soirees ;  in  the 
latter,  quartets,  trios,  etc.,  being  performed.  They 
have  also,  in  combination  with  choral  societies, 
produced  numerous  oratorios.  Reckoning  all  the 
concerts  in  which  the  Germanians  have  perform- 
ed during  six  years  in  this  country,  the  number 
will  exceed  nine  hundred. 


On  a  dispute  arising  as  to  which  was  the  better  musi- 
cian of  the  two — Bonooini  or  Handel — Deau  Swift  wrote 
the  following: 

Some  say  that  Signer  Bonooini 
Compared  to  Handel  is  a  ninnj'; 
Others  aver,  that  to  liim  Handel 
Is  scarcely  fit  to  hold  a  candle: 
Strange  that  such  difference  sliould  be 
'Twixt  Tweedledum  and  Twedledee. 
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[Coleridge  pronounced  this  sonnet  the  best  one  in  the  Eng- 
lish language ;  and  what  is  quite  remarkable  is  the  fact  that 
the  author  did  not  know  the  language  until  after  he  was  thirty 
years  of  age.] 

Mysterious  night  I  when  our  first  parent  knew 
Thee  from  report  divine,  and  heard  thy  name. 
Did  he  not  tremble  for  this  lovely  frame — 

This  glorious  canopy  of  light  and  blue? 

Yet  'neath  a  curtain  of  transluncent  dew, 
Bathed  in  the  rays  of  the  great  setting  flame, 
Hesperus  with  the  host  of  Heaven  came. 

And  lo!  creation  widened  in  man's  view. 
Who  could  have  thought  such  darkness  lay  concealed 

Within  thy  beams,  0  sun?  or  who  could  find, 
Whilst  fly,  and  leaf,  and  insect  stood  revealed, 

That  to  such  countless  orbs  thou  mad'st  us  blind? 
Why  do  we,  then,  shun  death,  with  anxious  strife? 
If  light  can  thus  conceal,  wherefore  not  life? 

J.  Blanco  White. 
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For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 
TWO  RETURNED  TOURISTS. 
From  the  German  of  AlfASTAsnjs  Grun. 

Two  travellers  through  the  gate-way  went, 
To  the  glorious  Alpine  world's  ascent. 
The  one,  he  followed  Fashion's  behest, 
The  other  felt  the  glow  in  his  breast. 

And  when  the  two  came  home  again. 

Their  kin  all  clustered  round  the  men; 

'Twas  a  buzz  of  questions  on  every  side, 

"  And  what  have  you  seen  ?  Do  tell !"  they  cried. 

The  one  with  yawning  made  reply: 
"  What  have  we  seen  ?  not  much  have  I ! 
Trees,  meadows,  mountains,  groves  and  streams. 
Blue  sky  and  clouds  and  sunny  gleams." 

The  other,  smiling,  said  the  same; 

But  with  face  transfigured  and  eye  of  flame: 

"  Trees,  meadows,  mountains,  groves  and  streams, 

Blue  sky  and  clouds  and  sunny  gleams!" 

C.    T.    B. 

Duiigjif  0  '^mixmi  nf  Blnsir. 

BOSTON,  SEPT.  16.  1854. 

The  Germania  Musical  Society. 

It  is  well  known  to  all  our  readers,  and  by  all 
regretted,  that  the  "  Germanians,"  with  whom  so 
much  of  our  best  musical  enjoyment  and  culture 
have  been  for  several  j'ears  associated,  especially 
in  Boston,  have  disbanded.  The  natural  love  of 
change  ;  the  desire  on  the  part  of  individuals  to 
exchange  a  wandering  for  a  settled  life,  (and  in 
some  cases,  doubtless,  for  the  sweets  of  a  domestic 
sphere)  ;  and  the  consideration  of  hard  times,  the 
increased  expense  of  concert-giving,  and  the 
doubtful  chance  of  continued  pecuniary  profit  in 
the  year  to  come,  have  led  them,  in  spite  of  their 
strong  fraternal  feeling  and  the  rich  experiences 
that  have  bound  them  together  so  long,  to  this 
step.  Yet,  in  taking  this  step,  at  the  close  of 
their  summer  season  at  Newport,  they  have  passed 
a  vote  that  they  will  all  assemble  again  there  after 
a  year  of  separation,  when  possibly  the  rough  ex- 
perience of  isolated  competition  in  the  great  world 
will  have  satisfied  them,  and  the  old  charm  of 
association  reunite  them  permanently.  Mean- 
while their  instruments  and  other  property  remain 
unsold,  and  their  rich  repertory  of  music  is  divided 
for  the  time  being  among  the  separated  members. 

As  the  concerts  of  the  Germanians  form  a  vital 
era  in  the  history  of  music  in  this  country,  any 
record  of  their  corporate  existence  becomes  inter- 
esting.   We  copy,  therefore,  on  a  preceding  page, 


a  brief  sketch  of  their  history  from  the  Musical 
World.  We  have  the  promise  erelong  of  a  fuller 
account  from  one  of  the  leading  spirits  and  scribes 
of  their  fraternity.  Meanwhile  our  friends  will 
be  glad  to  know  something  of  the  destiny  and 
v?hereabouts  of  the  scattered  members  of  our  little 
model  orchestra. 

Boston  must  be  content  to  resign  its  hopes  of 
Mr.  Bergmann,  the  conductor,  as  a  resident 
among  us.  He  is  already  on  his  way  to  Chicago, 
a  city  full  of  music-loving  Germans,  who  inspire 
their  American  neighbors  with  the  same  love. 
There  he  is  engaged  as  conductor  of  the  Phil- 
harmonic Society,  as  organist  in  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal churches,  and  as  teacher.  With  such  a 
leader,  a  great  impetus  must  be  given  to  the  cause 
of  good  music  in  the  West. 

But  Boston,  the  scene  of  their  greatest  successes, 
has  become  the  choice  of  a  good  half  of  their 
number.  Carl  Zerrahn,  who  played  the  first 
flute  in  their  orchestra,  and  who  is  an  excellent 
musician,  a  gentleman  of  culture  and  refinement, 
■with  high  ideas  of  Art,  and  zeal  to  do  much  in 
its  service,  has  been  appointed  conductor  of  our 
Handel  and  Haydn  Society,  and  will  doubtless 
do  his  best,  in  cooperation  with  its  enterprisino' 
government,  to  give  us  a  hearing  of  some  of  the 
truly  greatest  oratorios  here  in  the  Boston  ]\Iusio 
Hall.  With  a  dozen  of  his  old  associates,  and 
the  best  of  our  resident  musicians,  he  will  perhaps 
be  able  to  make  up  the  orchestra,  which  is  now 
the  grand  desideratum  and  the  turning  point  of 
our  next  winter's  musical  success.  For  here  will 
be  ScHULTZE,  the  first  violinist,  and  Meisel, 
ditto,  who  has  become  a  member  of  the  Mendels- 
sohn Quintette  Club;  Hehl  and  Bdchheister, 
second  violin  and  tenor ;  Balke,  the  contra- 
bassist,  and  Schulz,  first  clarinet,  engaged  in  the 
orchestra  of  the  new  Boston  Theatre  ;  Zohler, 
the  second  flute ;  Thiede  and  Hdnstock,  the 
two  excellent  bassoons.  Besides  whom,  Sentz, 
residino-  in  Worcester,  as  teacher  in  the  Young 
Ladies'  Academy,  and  Ahner,  (trumpet,)  in 
Providence,  will  be  more  or  less  available.  We 
may  remark  too  that  Mr.  Rudolph,  who  sang  at 
the  Germania  concerts,  is  a  very  superior  hornist, 
and  remains  here. 

Mr.  Bandt,  the  agent,  is  to  become  established 
in  business  in  Chicago.  Also  Messrs.  Kuestejj- 
MACHER,  the  hornist,  and  Moritz,  the  trumpet, 
who  propose  to  vary  a  business  life  with  playing 
in  the  Philharmonic  orchestra,  under  their  old 
leader,  Bergmann. 

New  York  will  have  Meyer,  the  oboist, 
LuHDE,  violoncellist,  and  Thomas,  trombonist ; 
Philadelphia  will  have  Plagemann,  second 
hornist,  and  Koppitz,  flutist. 

Mr.  Albrecht,  the  second  clarinetist,  one  of 
the  most  modest  members  of  the  body,  but  who 
has  been  perhaps  its  most  complete  impersonation 
of  that  devotion  to  an  ideal,  artistic  and  social, 
and  that  fraternal  self-sacrificing  sentiment,  which 
has  kept  them  so  long  and  heartily  united,  seeks 
a  new  sphere  for  the  exercise  of  that  same  spirit 
in  M.  Cabet's  Icarian  Community,  at  Nauvoo,  111. 
There  much  account  is  made  of  music,  as  a  type 
and  furtherer  of  their  ideal  social  harmony. 
They  have  an  orchestra  of  forty  instruments,  two 
singing  societies,  one  of  male  voices,  or  glee  club, 
and  one  choral,  of  both  sexes ;  concerts  several 
times  a  week,  indoors,  and  in  the  open  air  in  sum- 
mer, and  weekly  dramatic  or  operatic  perform- 
ances.    Mr.  Albrecht,  as  well  as  others  of  the 


Goi-manjans,  has  long  been  deeply  interested  in 
the  pacific  plans  of  social  harmony,  and  a  great 
collector  and  reader  of  the  published  theories 
upon  the  social  problem,  as  well  as  all  the  litera- 
ture of  music.  His  library  of  music  and  of  musi- 
cal books,  for  one  collected  by  so  young  a  man,  is 
really  quite  a  wonder.  This  valuable  collection 
Mr.  Albrecht  has  presented,  as  we  are  informed 
by  the  Newport  Daily  News,  to  the  Icarian  Com- 
munity. Its  contents  we  find  thus  summed  up  in 
that  paper,  and  we  think  the  matter  of  enough 
interest  to  conclude  this  somewhat  gossiping 
article : 

1.  History  of  Music:  58  works  in  C8  volumes. 

2.  Biographies  and  Dictionaries  :  91  works, 
103  vols. 

3.  Acoustics,  or  Science  of  Sound :  6  works, 
6  vols. 

4.  Construction  of  Instruments:  9  works,  10 
vols. 

5.  Elements  of  theoretical  and  practical  Music : 
58  works,  58  vols. 

6.  Theory  of  Musical  Composition  :  35  works, 
40  vols. 

7.  Instruction  Books  for  Song  and  Instrument : 
53  works,  54  vols. 

8.  Essays  on  Musical  Expression :  28  works, 
31  vols. 

9.  Musical  novels,  almanacs,  descriptions  of 
musical  festivals,  musical  travels,  &c. :  86  works, 
122  vols. 

10.  Historical  and  Critical  Musical  Journals  : 
25  works,  138  vols. 

11.  Polemical  and  Satirical  writings :  14  works, 

14  vols. 

12.  Accounts  and  Reports  of  Musical  Societies: 

15  works,  15  vols. 

Making  in  all  478  works,  in  665  volumes. 

The  same  journal  adds : 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  libraries  of  this  kind 
are  very  rare.  In  the  public  libraries  of  this 
.country,  among  from  80,000  to  100,000  volumes, 
scarcely  fifty  books  can  be  found  which  range  under 
the  head  of  musical  literature.  Besides  the  above 
named  collection  of  Mr.  Albrecht,  which  is  con- 
sidered the  most  complete  in  America,  we  only 
know  of  but  three  more  in  this  country ;  the  first 
is  owned  by  Dr.  LaRoche,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
consists  of  400  vols.;  the  second  belonging  to  Mr. 
Lowell  Mason,  of  Boston,  (and  including  the  li- 
brary of  the  late  Prof.  Rink,)  numbers  from  300 
to  400  vols. ;  the  third  is  the  musical  library  of  the 
Harvard  Musical  Association,  of  Cambridge  and 
Boston,  which  numbers  from  300  to  400  volumes. 
Many  lovers  of  Music  claim  to  have  collections  of 
musical  books  ;  but  by  a  close  examination  it  soon 
appears  that  they  consist  mainly  of  choral  books, 
Hymns,  Psalms,  and  other  music,  which  of  course 
is  out  of  place  in  a  collection  of  musical  writings. 


Boston  Theatre. — -This  sumptuous  estab- 
lishment has  had  its  formal  opening,  and  for  the 
week  past  has  seemed  to  be  in  the  full  tide  of 
success; — if  it  can  be  called  success,  so  long  as 
those  hopes  and  promises  of  Lyric  Drama  which 
were  put  foremost  in  the  appeals  for  means  to 
erect  the  building,  have  wholly  vanished  into  the 
vague,  and  given  way  to  the  old-fashioned  spoken 
Comedies  which  were  our  fathers'  beau  ideal  of 
the  pleasures  of  imagination,  and  escape  from  the 
dull  day's  prosaic  cares.  No  one,  of  course,  sup- 
posed that  we  could  have  Opera  all  or  half  the 
year  in  our  small  city.  But  we  do  think  it  would 
have  been  in  better  keeping  with  the  ultimate 
design  of  the  building,  as  expressed  in  its  very 
structure  and  proportions,  and  with  that  lyric  en- 
thusiasm out  of  which  the  design  sprang,  could 
this  its  ultimate  and  highest  character  have  been 
impressed  upon  it  in  the  very  opening.  Or, 
failing  that,  some   reasonable   assurance  that  we 
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are  to  hear  Grisi  and  Makio  at  all  in  that  thea- 
tre this  season,  would  reconcile  one  to  the  acci- 
dental priority  now  held  by  its  secondary  uses. 

But  we  are  by  no  means  so  exclusively  wedded 
to  music  as  to  find  the  illusion  of  all  other  drama 
threadbare ;  nor  was  the  realm  of  Shakspeare  at 
all  disenchanted  for  us  when  Mozart  came.  A 
good  play,  well  played,  is  a  pleasant  thing ;  and 
we  have  not  a  little  sympathy  with  the  dramatic 
resurrectionists  who  have  been  eager  to  give  their 
tone  first  to  the  new  temple  of  the  Muses.  Nay 
further,  if  we  must  choose  between  the  comic  and 
the  tragic  acting  of  these  times,  give  us,  we  say, 
the  comedy,  as  much  the  truest  and  most  genuine 
thing.  We  do  feel  what  the  Germans  call  the 
genial  quality,  a  touch  of  something  like  creative, 
genius  in  the  laughable  extravaganzas  of  a 
Warren  or  of  pantomimic  Ravels ;  but  genius  in 
tragic  acting  we  have  scarcely  seen  these  last 
years,  save  in  the  single  case  of  the  lamented 
Booth.  Is  it  that  life  itself  is  too  tragical,  for 
tragedy  to  contrast  with  it  enough  to  seem  ideal, 
beautiful,  poetic  ? 

Good  comedy,  well  acted  in  the  main,  has  been 
given  us  this  week  by  Mr.  Barry's  company ;  and 
with  what  wealth  and  luxury  of  accessories !  in 
what  a  splendid  tabernacle  to  feast  the  eyes 
withal,  to  free  and  lift  the  mind  by  all-surround- 
ing hints  of  harmony  and  beauty,  to  shut  out  the 
dull  world  of  prose,  and  make  that  noble  Prize 
Ode  and  the  "  poetic  justice  "  of  the  play  more 
real  than  political  harangues  or  prosy  sermons  ! 
This  in  itself  is  very  good,  and  we  would  not  com- 
plain of  it;  only  we  would  not  let  it  lull  us  to 
oblivion  of  that  other  hope. 

But  the  building !  Thai  has  been  the  grand 
attraction  of  the  crowd  thus  far.  And  verily  the 
Building  Art  has  here  built  up  a  lesson  of  sym- 
metry and  beauty  which  will  inspire,  although 
the  music  and  the  play  should  sink  to  lowest 
common-place.  To  enter  such  a  place  from  nar- 
row, dirty,  mean-looking  Washington  Street,  is  to 
find  an  Aladdin's  palace  opening  before  you  by 
enchantment.  It  does  not  seem  at  all  like  Bos- 
ton, such  generous  room,  such  luxury  and  mag- 
nificence on  all  hands.  It  is  upon  the  large  scale 
of  New  York,  but  far  more  finely  finished,  tasteful 
and  substantial  than  anything  that  we  have  hith- 
erto seen  there.  The  noble  oaken  stair-ways, 
ante-rooms,  saloons  and  lobbies,  through  which 
architectural  charms  invite  you  to  an  extensive 
promenade,  were  justly  the  theme  of  universal 
admiration.  The  elegance  and  vast  sweep  of  the 
auditorium,  with  its  three  thousand  comfortable 
seats,  were  found  fully  corresponding.  The  stage 
and  scenery  fulfilled  the  promise  of  descriptions 
before  quoted.  So  did  the  ventilation,  which 
seems  absolutely  perfect ;  and  so  too  the  lighting 
up — almost.  The  "  solar  burner,"  drawn  up  into 
the  very  centre  of  the  dome,  is  very  beautiful ; 
it  looks  not  sun-like,  but  as  six  concentric  rings 
of  tiny  tongues  of  flame,  almost  as  far  off  as  the 
Pleiads.  We  like  the  soft  light  it  sheds  down ; 
but  for  many  it  had  not  brilliancy  enough.  The 
crimson  color  of  the  walls,  of  the  whole  back- 
ground of  the  auditorium,  absorbs  a  great  deal  of 
light. 

And  apropos  to  this  red  color,  may  we  make 
one  suggestion?  We  state  but  our  own  experience, 
which  perhaps  we  shall  outgrow,  as  we  are  well 
aware  that  this  color  meets  the  approbation  of 
many  persons  of  the  truest  taste,  and  that  it  is  the 
last  result  of  all  the  experimenting  on  that  point 


in  the  theatres  of  Paris,  where  all  theatrical  re- 
quirements should  be  understood,  if  anywhere. 
We  must  confess  an  aversion  to  red,  such  as  the 
young  Mozart  manifested  to  the  trumpet.  It  is 
a  blatant,  trumpet-like,  aggressive  color,  that 
seems  in  fatal  correspondence  with  war  and 
Young  America  and  all  the  fillibustering,  fighting 
spirit  of  our  times.  As  we  sat,  far  forward  in  the 
parquet,  this  red  stood  out  so  prominent  as  to  pos- 
sess the  eyesight  with  itself  exclusively,  instead  of 
bringing  out  the  quiet  ornament  of  the  lightly 
colored  box  fronts  and  ceiling.  It  had  a  lurid, 
blood-shot  expression,  and  glowed  between  the 
peopled  circles  like  those  red  trap-door  lights 
upon  the  stage  in  Freyschutz  and  Dun  Juan.  It 
was  like  the  strong  light,  burning  red  as  coals, 
between  your  fingers  when  you  hold  them  up 
against  the  sun,  and  seemed  to  give  the  audience 
that  literal  transparency  which  belongs  more  fitly 
to  the  ideal  life  upon  the  stage.  Yet  the  warmth 
and  richness  of  it  are  a  recommendation  ;  and  we 
must  confess  that  in  moving  to  other  places,  where 
we  saw  more  of  the  light  and  less  of  the  red,  the 
effect  became  more  pleasing.  Moreover  on  a 
seconaevening,  we  were  much  less  disturbed  by 
it.  This  would  have  made  us  silent  now,  were  it 
not  that  the  complaint  is  frequent  in  the  mouths 
of  others. 

AVe  have  but  room  for  one  more  hint.  Good 
as  the  comedies  were,  and  pleasant  as  it  was  to 
sit  there  and  hear  them,  who  could  help  feeling 
the  disproportion  between  such  entertainment 
and  so  grandiose  a  place  ?  You  enjoy  your  com- 
edy best  in  a  cozy  little  box  like  the  Museum. 
Here  the  place  suggests  things  large,  ideal,  lyric, 
far  removed  from  ordinary  life  and  triviality, — 
such  as  grand  Opera,  or  tragedy  of  the  lofty 
iEschylus  and  Rachel  order,  or  the  ideal  ballet 
and  spectacle  on  a  grand  scale.  Which  brings 
us  back  to  our  starting  point:  that  the  building  is 
an  opera  house  in  its  plan  and  proportions,  ful- 
filling its  whole  mission  only  in  the  Lyric  Drama  ; 
and  that  common  theatricals  properly  belong  only 
to  its  incidental  uses,  to  fill  up  the  intervals  of 
Opera. 


New  Music. 

(From  Oliver  Ditson,  Boston.) 

Stephen  Hellee.  Twenty-four  Preludes,  in 
alt  the  keys,  for  the  Piano-Forte.  Op.  81. 
Book  1.     pp.  20.     Price  SI. 

Mr.  Ditson  is  doing  the  cause  of  refined  and 
pure  taste  among  our  students  of  piano  music  a 
great  service  by  republishing  this  admirable  work. 
The  first  twelve  of  the  Preludes  are  now  before 
us,  and  they  justify  the  praises  of  the  French 
critic,  which  some  of  our  readers  may  remember 
we  translated  when  they  made  their  appearance 
iu  Europe  about  a  year  ago.  We  find  the  little 
pieces  wonderfully  attractive,  each  with  a  sepa- 
rate and  altogether  individual  charm.  They  are 
so  many  little  flowers  of  tone-poetry,  gathered 
while  the  dew  is  on  them  and  gracefully  presented 
to  you.  Each  just  expresses  the  thought  that  is 
in  it,  in  the  way  that  we  call  "short  and  sweet," 
and  then  leaves  it.  But  for  delicacy  and  purity  of 
sentiment,  for  finished  elegance  of  form  and  style, 
and  for  variety  and  contrast  of  subject,  they  are 
truly  bewitching.  We  cannot  play  them  through 
frequently  enough.  If  their  beauty  be  too  fine, 
too  quiet,  too  intellectual  and  artistic  to  strike 
every  one  at  first,  it  is  sure  to  grow  upon  one  who 
perseveres  with  them,  if  he  have  any  true  feeling 
for  the  beautiful  in  music. 


CzERNT.  The  Classical  School  for  the  Piano. 
No.  3.  From  the  works  of  Beethoven,  pp. 
37.     Price  $1  25. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  first  two  numbers 
of  this  series,  containing  selections  from  Haydn 
and  from  Mozart.  It  is  now  completed  by  speci- 
mens from  the  greatest  of  the  strictly  classical 
composers  for  the  piano.  This  number  contains 
thirty-two  little  pieces,  of  a  page  or  less  in  length, 
culled  from  the  larger  works  of  Beethoven.  His 
Sonatas,  for  piano,  or  piano  and  violin,  his  string 
Quartets,  &c.,  &c  ,  have  been  ransacked  for  little 
gems  of  themes,  Andantes,  Allegrettos,  Polaccas, 
&c.,  of  striking  and  most  characteristic  beauty, 
which  are  here  presented  simply,  as  they  are  first 
stated  by  the  master,  without  the  after  variations 
and  the  working  up.  They  are  a  fine  initiation 
for  the  young  beginner  into  the  spiritual  peculiar- 
ities, as  well  as  the  artistic  manner  of  Beethoven. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  inspire  him  with  a  de- 
sire to  know  the  pieces  in  their  connection  and  en- 
tireness  in  the  works  from  which  they  are  taken, 
with  a  desire  to  follow  out  each  thought  as  the  mas- 
ter himself  followed  it.  The  distinctive  traits  of 
Haydn  Mozart,  and  Beethoven,  are  brought  within 
a  very  practicable  compass  by  these  three  books 
of  selections.  We  only  regret  that  M.  Czerny, 
or,  he  failing,  the  American  republisher,  has  not 
stated  in  each  case  from  what  work  the  little 
piece  was  taken.  It  certainly  would  add  to  the 
interest  of  the  series.  The  young  student  should 
know,  as  well  as  the  expert  in  Beethoven,  that 
the  No.  1  here  is  from  the  Septuor,  No.  5  from  the 
"Heroic  Symphony,"  No.  6  from  the  "Kreutzer" 
Sonata,  &c.,  &c.;  and  that  these  little  pieces  are 
never  the  whole  of  the  matter,  but  only  the  theme 
and  the  beginning, — the  essential  thougbt, without 
the  development. 

Beethoven.  Sonatas  for  the  Piano.  Op.  109 
inE.     Op.  110  in  Aflat. 

Having  already  noticed  the  Op.  Ill,  we  had 
supposed  Mr.  Ditson's  elegant  edition  of  the  Son- 
atas completed.  But  it  appears  that  was  issued 
out  oi  order  and  here  are  two  more.  They  be- 
long of  course*  to  the  third  and  last  period  of 
Beethoven's  music  ;  and  if  they  are  stranger  in 
manner,  freer  in  form,  do  not  believe  that  they 
are  less  interesting,  less  beautiful,  less  poetically 
consistent,  or  much  more  difficult  of  execution 
than  the  favorites  of  his  earlier  and  middle  periods. 
Mystical  they  may  be  called  at  times,  yet  they 
are  lull  of  passages  of  simple  melody  and  pathos, 
and  it  is  only  elevating  and  good  to  commune  with 
such  a  lofty  master. 

Thalberg.  L'Artdu  Chant  applique  au  Piano. 
No.  4.     pp.  9.     Price  75  cts. 

This  number  takes  for  its  lesson  a  church  mel- 
ody, Mr  d'EgUse,  of  the  celebrated  old  Italian 
singer,  Steadella,  composed  about  the  year  l(ifl7; 
and  treats  it  in  the  manner  of  the  former  lessons, 
making  the  middle  of  the  piano  sing-  the  melody, 
while  it  is  accompanied  in  harmonies  below  and 
above.  There  is  a  quaint  charm  of  antiquity 
about  the  melodious  relic,  which  is  here  as  it 
were  brought  out  into  the  sunlight  of  to-day. 


Musical  Intelligence. 

Arrivals. — As  we  write,  the  names  of  our  townsmen 
C.  C.  Pekkins  and  J.  C.  D.  Parker  are  announced 
among  the  passengers  by  the  Niagara.  Our  little  musi- 
cal world  feels  itself  more  rich  and  whole  by  tbeir  re- 
turn. 

William  Mason. — During  the  past  week  our  own 
ears  have  had  evidence  of  the  wonderful  virtuosity  of 
our  young  townsman.  Not  in  vain  has  he  spent  five 
years  in  Germany,  and  enjoyed  the  friendship  and  the 
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quickening  influence  of  Liszt  at  Weimar.  Tliat  lie  pos- 
sessed naturally  a  talent  worthy  of  this  culture,  and  that 
he  has  improved  it  nobly,  will  be  evident  to  all  good 
music-love'rs  when  he  gives  his  first  concert  here  in  his 
native  city  on  the  3d  of  October.  We  have  been  truly 
astonished  and  delighted  at  the  power,  the  delicacy,  the 
brilliancy,  and  the  poetic  feeling  and  expression  of  his 
playing.  He  is  not  merely  a  brilliant  virtuoso,  but  a 
fine  musician,  familiar  with  the  whole  musical  repertory 
of  his  instrument,  equally  able  to  ilhistrate  Bach  and 
Handel,  Hozart  and  Clemenli,  Beethoven,  Mendelssohn, 
Chopin,  Liszt  and  Thalberg  and  Stephen  Heller,  and 
the  host  of  lesser  stars,  the  whole  milky  way  of  modern 
fantasticals.  He  loves  and  reverences  the  classics  of  his 
Art-,  but  knows  'how  to  humor  well  the  lighter-  and 
^ephemeral  whims  of  taste.  He  also  knows  how  to  im- 
provise, in  a  manner  at  once  scholar-like  and  interesting, 
upon  given  tlremes,  and  to  vary  and  -embellish  popular 
melodies,  so  as  to  win  uncultivated  ears  without  ofiend- 
ing  those  severely'  loyal  to  high  Art.  jMr.  Mason  will  be 
assisted  in  his  concerts  by  the  brothers  JIollenhacer, 
the  remarkable  violinists  late  of  Jullien's  orchestra,  and 
at  his  concert  here  by  the  Quintette  Club. 

Otto  Dresei.. — This  admirable  pianist,  composer 
and  teacher,  will  return  to  Boston  by  the  steamer  which 
leaves  Liverpool  on  the  23d  inst.  We  trust  he  comes 
with  health  restored.  Those  exquisite  concerts  of  his, 
before  the  most  select  audiences,  in  Chickering's  rooms, 
have  become  an  indispensable  feature  of  the  musical 
life  of  Boston,  nor  can  we  spare  the  elevating  infience  of 
bis  example  where  there  is  always  so  much  to  tempt 
musicians  and  public  mto  false  and  foolish  paths. 

New  York. — A  correspondent  of  the  Evening  Gazette 
writes  as  follows  about  the  two  new  opera  houses,  re- 
cently erected,  one  on  the  corner  of  14th  street  and  Irv- 
ing Place,  and  the  other  on  the  site  of  the  late  Metro- 
politan or  Tripler  Hall: 

Another  hindrance  to  free  admiration  and  patronage 
of  this  operatic  company  (Grisi's)  is  found  in  L'Acade- 
mie  cle  Musique  now  almost  completed.  This  pet  of  the 
fashionable  and  musical  world  here  is  found  to  be  very 
costly  10  erect,  and  it  is  feared  will  prove  still  expensive 
to  keep  open.  It  will  be  inaugurated  October  2d  by 
Maretzek's  troupe,  minus  Graziani,  his  excellent  bari- 
tone, who  returns  to  Europe.  $350,000,  or  $150,000  be- 
yond the  first  estimate,  are  reported  to  have  been  ex- 
pended upon  the  building,  and  he  is  nominally  to  pay 
$30,000  rent,  besides  200  transferable  cards  of  admission 
to  the  proprietors  every  night.  The  exterior  is  imposing, 
though  plain,  but  the  interior  has  been  fitted  up  with 
lavish  expenditure.  A  double  row  of  large  private 
boxes  is  placed  where  stage  boxes  usually  stand ;  the 
lighting  is  from  branch  candelabras  in  front  of  the 
boxes,  the  seatings  are  of  the  same  pattern  with  those  in 
the  parquet  and  lower  tier  of  your  new  theatre,  and 
4,800  seatings  are  estimated  to  be  provided  within  its 
walls.  A  trial  was  recently  had  of  its  acoustic  qualities, 
and  its  vibration  found  to  be  free,  true  and  large.  Alle- 
gri  paints  the  scenery  in  his  best  style,  and  the  ceiling, 
by  Brigaldi,  with  the  decorations  of  the  interior  gener- 
aby,  are  in  the  first  style  and  finish.  This  establishment 
must  be  supported  by  the  exclusives,  being  too  far  up 
town  for  a  place  of  general  resort;  and  with  the  intense 
pressure  now  felt  m  New  York  upon  all  but  the  most 
solid  and  substantial  men  and  things,  there  is  not  a  very 
large  slice  left  even  for  Giisi  and  Mario. 

There  is  a  rumor  that  Cuturi  may.  in  the  break  up  of 
Willard's  opera  troupe,  receive  an  engagement  from 
Haokett,  and  this  would  gratify  not  a  few.  The  com 
pany  is  now  here,  some  en  route  for  California,  others 
without  destination  or  hope,  though  Willard  still  keeps 
up  his  posters  with  Italian  Opera,  and  Drusilla  Garbato 
as  prima  donna.  His  new  theatre  is  progressing  fast, 
and  will  be  very  showy  with  its  double  private  boxes  on 
the  stage  and  horse-shoe  pattern  of  auditorium.  Over 
three  thousand  persons  can  be  seated  tiere  by  calcula- 
tion, but  on  such  nights  as  last  Tuesday  it  would  be 
more  of  an  oven  than  Niblo's,  where  sonie  cnme  near 
sutFocation  that  memorable  evening.  New  York  will 
have  a  supply  of  theatres  this  fall  and  winter,  but  who 
is  to  be  the  victim,  engages  more  of  the  better's  atten- 
tion, than  your  friend's. 

Extravagant  prices  and  the  auction  system  signally 
failed  in  the  Gnisi  and  M.vrio  concerts.  But  with  tlie 
approach  to  reason  in  the  matter  of  prices  the  concerts 
have  been  waxing  more  successful.  A  correspondent  of 
the  Transcript^  after  stating  tJiat  they  sang  on  their  sec- 
ond night  *'  mainly  to  empty  benches  and  the  free-list 
delegation,"  adds: 

The  third  night,  reserved  seats  having  previously  been 
reduced  to  the  uniform  price  of  $3,  and  promenade 
tickets  issued  at  $1,  three  hundred  and  sixty  of  the 
former  and  eight  hundred  of  the  latter  were  sold.  With 
the  aid  of  about  a  thousand  critics  and  connoisseurs  who 
V     were  politely  ticketed  to  some  of  the   best  seats  in  the 


house,  the  artists  began  to  rise  fibove  the  dampening  ef- 
fects of  an  unfortunate  beginning  and  awaken  a  genu- 
ine furor.  Tills  week  with  the  abolition  of  the  mock 
nnction  system  and  other  signs  of  returning  sanity  in 
the  mnnagement,  the  pnVilic  enthusiasm  is  steadily  in- 
creasing and  the  probability  is  that  Grisi  and  Mario  will 
iwt  return  to  Europe  by  the  Baltic  on  Saturday,  as  -was 
their  intention  last  week.  If  the  management  will  still 
further  consult  its  own  interests  and  that  of  the  public, 
by  reducing  tickets  to  SI  and  $2,  Castle  Garden  may  be 
crowded  at  every  performnnee  and  the  financial  part  of 
the  enterprise  prove  ab^ndant^y■  successful. 

Chicago,  III. — The  Chicago  Journal  is  highly  grati- 
fied to  learn  that  Carl  Berghiann,  "one  of  the  most 
talented  musicians,  one  of  the  best  and  readiest  of  com- 
posers, for  many  years  leader  of  the  justly  favorite 
Germania  Musical  Society,  will  make  this  city  his  home, 
and  exert  among  us  his  talents,  as  teacher  of  Piano-forte, 
Singing,  Violin,  Violoncello,  Organ,  Thorough  Bass, 
and  Musical  Composition.  Our  enterprising  Philhar- 
monic Society  have  made  a  most  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment with  Mr.  Bergmann,  by  -svhich  he  assumes  the 
leadership  of  the  Society,  for  fne  ensuing  year.  '* 

In  another  Chicago  paper,  the  Tribune^  we  find  a  de- 
scription of  a  fine  new  Music  Hall  just  erected,  to  meet 
the  demands  of  that  rapidly  increasing,  very  German 
and  very  music-loving  population.  It  is  called  Metro- 
politan Hall,  and  is  to  be  inaucurated  in  a  few  weeks  by 
a  concert  of  the  Chicago  Philharmonic  Society,  at  which 
Mr.  Bergmann  is  to  make  his  debut  as  conductor. 

The  dimensions  of  the  Hall  areas  follows:  Length, 
99  feet;  width,  61  feet;  and  height  from  floor  to  ceiling, 
31  feet.  Fifteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  persons  can 
be  snfelv  crowded  into  it,  but  it  -n-ill  comfortably  seat 
thirteen  hundred.  The  walls  were  furred,  so  as  to  leave 
a  space  between  them  and  the  plastering.  This  is  to 
prevent  echo  and  cause  vibration.  The  floor  is  double, 
with  nearly  an  inch  of  mortar  between  the  boards, 
■ivhich  makes  it  almost  as  firm  and  noiseless  under  the 
feet  as  a  rock. 

SttrbrrtCsetntnts. 


OPENING   OP   THE   NEW   ORGAN 

Built  by  Mr.  15    L.  nOLBROOK  for  the   First  Congre- 
gational Church,  fUev.  iVIr.   TufKEE's.)  in 

On  Wednesday  Evening,  Sept.  20. 
Mr.  zrXOElL,, 

The  CG?e>>rated  Organist  at  St.  (^onrgfi's  rhnrrh.  New  York,  and 
sevpral  dipfinfruishpfl  Ort^nni^fs  from  Boston  and  Worcester, 
will  pGrform  extenipnrp.  ami  pplprfioriR  of  clappicil  orfr-in  mii.cic. 

The  HOLUSTON  CHORUS  CHOIR  will  assist  in  the  En- 
tertain in  en  t. 

Organipfc, E.  L.  UOLBROOK. 

Conductor, 0.  B.  BULLARD. 

The  above  Orfjan  rank:^  aa  third  in  size  in  this  State,  and  is 
prohnhly  not  surpassed  by  any  of  its  pHu  in  this  country,  for 
it<i  elTertive  combination,  and  the  beauty  and  variety  of  its 
Solo  Stops. 

[r7=*  Tickets,  25  cents,  to  be  had  at  Parker  Fc  Plimpton's 
Bonkst^ire  and  at  the  door.  Doors  open  at  6  ;  Concert  com- 
mences at  7  o'clock. 

D:^  No  postponement  on  account  of  the  weather. 

Mr.    THOMAS    RYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  pupils  thaf  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  season,  and  is  prepared  to  pive  instruction 
on  the  Pr.'VNO.  FLUTE.  CLARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  Ju 
THOROUGH  BASS  Applications  may  be  made  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  19  Franklin  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  music  store. 
Sept  16 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-KORTE,  and  in  the  TdEoar  of  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 

.     ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OP   THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Reed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Roxbury  Sept  9 

ASOPRAI!^0  SIKTGER.— A  Young  Lady  desires  a 
place  as  Soprano  in  a  Quartet  Choir  in  one  of  the  churches 
in  this  city.  A  rare  opportunity  may  be  heard  of  by  inquiring 
»t  this  office.  July  22. 

SIGNOR  COREI^Iil  begs  leave  to  announce  that  he 
proposes,  during  the  coming  season,  to  give  instruction  in 
SOLFEGGIO  to  Young  Ladies  in  Classes,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Messrs.  Chickering,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 
Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons 
Signor  Corelli  has  removed  to  No  47  Hancock  Street,  where 
henceforth  he  may  he  addressed  ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
at  the  Messrs.  Chickering's  Rooms.  Sepb  9 


Mile  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

IS   NOW    RE.ADV    TO    RESDME    HER 

INSTRUCTION     ON     THE     PIANO, 

AND   MAY   DE   ABDRESSED   AT 

Sept  16    3m  55  HAIVCOCK  STREET, 

MUSICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

CARti  ZERRAHN.  of  the  late  Germania  Musical  So- 
ciety, begs  Ifave  to  acqunint  his  friends  and  the  musical 
public  of  Boston,  that  he  will  in  future  devote  his  attention  to 
giving  instruction  on  the  FLUTE  and  PIANO-FORTE,  and 
hopes  to  receive  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  musical  commu- 
nity. 

C;irl  Zerrahn  would  also  inform  those  amateurs  who  are 
sufficiently  advanced  in  cla-^sical  music,  that  he  has  a  number 
of  the  finest  Sonat.-is,  of  the  great  masters,  expressly  composed 
for  Piano  and  Flute,  which  he  will  he  pleased  to  perform  with 
those  desiring  to  perfect  themselves  in  this  class  of  beautiful 
and  instructive  music. 

Cari  Zerrahn  may  he  addressed  at  the  Winthrop  House,  or 
at  the  music  stores  of  G.  P.  Reed  &  Co.,  E.  H.  W.ade.  and  N. 
Richardson.  Sept  16    8fc 

ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 

TEACHER    OP    THE    PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence,    84    i?iiicliney    Street- 


Sept  16 


tf 


MISS  FANNY  PRAZER, 

Has  the  pleasure  to  inform  her  Pupils  and  Friends  that  she 
has  returned  to  the  city,  and  will  he  prepared  to  resume  in- 
struction in  SINGING  and  the  PIANO-FORTE,  on  and  after 
October  1st.  Comm\inications  may  be  left  with  Messrs.  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  or  at  her  residence, 
"  Pavilion,"  Tremont  Street.  Sept  16 

F.    F.     MiJLLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  fc  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  No.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston, 

Sept  16  3m 

SIGNOR  AXTGUSTO  BENDELARI,  Professor  of 
Mnsic,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Cl.vsses, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  tbe  Messrs. 
Chickcring  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  ^-reat 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augusto  Bendelart,  at  the 
"Winthrop  IIon>;e,  or  to  Messrs  Chickcring  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

references. 
Rev  Sam'I  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G-  ^ard,  Esq. 

Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq.  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

Sept  9 

THE     NEW    CARMINA    SACRA: 
BY   LOWELL   MASON. 

The  best  Collection  of  Church  Music  extant Published  by 

Aug26  4fc  RICE  &  liENDALIi. 


WILLIAM   BERGER, 
PwblisSaer  and  Importer  of  MwsSc, 

Wo.  82  West  4tli  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on   hand  a  Large   and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MUSIC,    for  sale   at   Eastern   prices.      New 
Music  received   by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.     A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.     All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
fCT^  A  Catalogue  is  in  preparation.  Aug26 

A.    W.    PRENZEL 

"Will  resume  his 

iisrsTKtrcTio::sr  o^'  the  BXA'xro-FoaTE, 

On  or  before  October  1st. 

Orders  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Co. 
N.  Richardson,  or  E  H.  Wade.  Aug26 


JUST     PUBLISHED, 

IMMORTELLE,  by  A.  Gockel,  38  cts. 
CUPID'S  POLKA,  by  Charles  Tretb.\r,  25  cts. 
MAZOURKA,  by  H.  A    Wollenhaupt,  38  cts. 
VALSE  STYRIENNE,  by  H.  A.  Wollenhaupt. 

MEYER  ifc  TRETBAR,  Buffalo,  N.  T. 


Sept  9 


TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr   O.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 

or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

references. 


John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

0.  Ditson,  Esq. 

N.  Richardson,  Esq. 

A.  Berry,  Esq.  28  Pearl  st. 

J.  A.  Hanson,  Esq.,  6  Bath  st. 

H.  Crocker,  Esq.  6  Shawmut  av. 


Mrs.  Farnham, 

6  Copeland  st.  Roxbury. 
Epes  Sargent,  Esq. 
Rev.  Mr.  Huntington. 
Hon.  J.  J.  Clarke,  27  State  st. 
July  1 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 
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In  all  its  various  brandies, 

KTEATLY   AETD    PBOMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY   EDWARD    L.    BALCH, 

©ffuc  iourital  of  JHusu,  Ko.  21  ^Hjool  St. 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  iim  by  the  Mass. 
Chai'ifable  Mcrhanic  Association  for  superior  workmanshipj 
may  be  seen  at  his  oflBce. 

[1:7°"  MUSIC    prepared  for   Stereotyping. 

NOW     READY, 

THE    GREAT   ■WOSK   OF   THE   YEAE, 

MOORE'S 

A  TTork  whicli  has  cost  the  indefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
so  iudispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
every  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  the  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

-1000    IiTUSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Coraposers  and  Performers 
who  hare  ever  lived. 

A  Complete  Bietionary  of  over 
5  000    MUSICAL    TERMS, 
With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIEWCE    OF    MtrsiC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Znown  Musical  Instruments, 

TVith  the  da'es  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  IIAIIMONT  and  THOROUGH  BAS.S,  &c.  &c. 

A  BJooIi  iaitendetJ  to  cover  tl»e  'wSaoIe 

of  Msasjca!  Sclesace. 

JOUm  p.   JEWSTT   &   CO. 
PUBLISHERS, 

July  29  B  O  S  T  O  K  . 

E.  K.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACHEE.  OV  THE  PIA.1SO   A.K»  ORGA.1^. 

Q^TERMS   MODEKATE. 

Besidenoe,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
RfftT'^nce^  Geo.  J.  WebEj  Esq.  May  20. 

Signer  AUGTJSTO  BEITDELAIII, 

(from      NAPLES,) 

TEACHER    OF    SINGING. 

Residence,  "Winthrop  House,  Boston. 
May  13  tf 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACH  EM     OF     MUSIC, 


2G5  'Wasiailagtoia  Street,  Eostom. 


Oct.  16. 


8m 


GerEmasaia  Seresnade  Basid. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E  TELTOW,  Agent. 
ii  14  tf  30  Fayette  Street 


CHICKERINO   &    SONS, 

MANUFACIUREKS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 


% 


OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

'WAKEK®©]?!®, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


NATHAN    RXCHARBSON, 

r M PORTER,  PUBLISHER  &,  DEALER 


Piano-Fortes,  Organs,  Melodeons,  &c. 

Also,  Publisher  of  the  celebrated 

'gl'ffkra  S,tl]0i]ljor  tijc  lUaiia-Jfartc,' 

AKD 

'  Elements  of  Music  at  Sight.' 

New  Mhsjc 

PUBLISHED   DAILY,   AT   THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

^Cr'  All  my  publications  can  be  obtained  at  "Wholesale  and 
Ketail  of  J.  T  PETllI,  my  Agent  for  Baltimore  and  vicinity. 

GEOKGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 

WAMHiiMi 

No.   3    ^WINTEK    STSJEET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

WAEEANTED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Sept  2  Sm 

G.   ANDRE   &   CO. 
FOREIGN      MUSIC     DEPOT, 

GIRARD    HOUSE    BtllLDlKGS, 

KINTH   STREET,  ABOVE  CHESTNUT, 
July  1  PHILADELPHIA. 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives  ! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   ENTIRE  AND   INIMITABLE  ALLEGOBY    OP 

THE    PILGRIM'S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished meu  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  Putollsller. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  IS  THE  ONLY  AOTHOEIZEB  AGENT  FOE  BOS- 
TON. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
Tvhere  be  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

IJIPOKTEK  AND   DEALER  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWnSIG  &"  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

Wo,  13  Trcmont  Row^,  Boston. 

\*    "Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 
16  tf 

MEYER   &   THETBAK, 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

Importers  of  ^iforxiQn  P«stc  anii  |!xi.bUslj,crs, 

Keep  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  both  Foreign  and 
American  Music.  By  our  direct  and  regular  engagements 
with  the  principal  publishing  houses  in  Europe,  we  are  ena- 
bled to  supply 

MUSIC-OEALERS  ^VITH  FOREIGN  MUSIC, 

on  as  favorable  terms  as  any  other  house  in  the  "United  States. 

[117^  Sole  Agentfl  in  the  United  States  for  the  well  known 
publishing  hou.-^e  of  Cr.  M,  MEYER,  Jr.  of  Brunswick, 
Germany,  (on  whose  publications  we  grant  the  most  profit^ible 
discount.)  whereof  we  particularly  mention  a  fine  cotleetiou  of 
0UYERTURE3  arranged  for  rhe  Piano-Forte  as  Solo  and 
Duet,  the  favorite  works  of  FESCA,  LITOLFP,  WINKLER, 
&c.,  a  complete  edition  of  BEETHOVEN'S  "works  for  I'iano- 
Forte,  including  all  tho  TRTOS,  QUATU0R3,  SINFONTES, 
&c.,  arranged  by  L.  WINKLER.  Also,  the  last  compositions 
of  L3SZT,  BRUNNER,  SPINDLER,  HENRY  CllAMER,  &c. 

Catalogues  of  G.  M.  Meyer's  publications  forwarded  gratis 
to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  if  desired,  by 

MEYER  &,  TKETBAH, 


Augl2  3m 


304  Main  St.  BuiFalo. 


^•= 


•  jStitoaril  JL.  Baltj),      g.tttti-f  rtsjs,  jHusu  anil  IsA  f  rmtina-@ffu{, 


TAYLOE'S  PIANO  FORTE  FOR  BEGINNERS. 

FIRST   STEPS    TO   THE  PIANO  FORTE  ;    bsing  an   Ele- 
mentary   Catechism    for    Beginners.      By    GEORGE    C. 
TAYLOR,    Teacher  of   the    Piano   Forte,  Harp  and  Violin. 
Price  75  cents.    Usual  deduction  to  the  trade.    For  sale  by 
F.  J.  HUNTINGTON,  2.3  Park  Row,  New  York. 
WM.  D.  SULLIVAN,  Madison,  Ga. 

MUSICAL  NOTICE. 

T.  BRTCHER,  Teacher  of  the  Organ,  Piano-Forte  and 
Singing,  having  closed  his  connection  as  Organist  of  the  Bow- 
doin  Square  Church,  has  removed  to  No.  7^2  Tremont  Row, 
where  he  will  be  happy  to  receive  appliciitions  for  his  services 
as  Organist  and  Teacher  of  Music.  je  24 

HETTS'    PATENT 
AMERICANACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER   AND   DEALER   IN 

PIANO    FO  RTES, 

No.  344  Wasliington  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  #  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10. tf 

MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 

PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC 

MUSIC-BOOM,  No.  17  Grat's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

References. 

Messr.i.  Chickeking,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Pdnohaed,  Boston. 

Messrs.  Geokge  Peabody,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.    3m. 

PIANIST  AND   TEACHER   OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Riohakdson,  2S2  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

Kefeeences  ;— Mrs.  C.  W.  Lorjng,  33  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  IS. 

PRmCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  variety,  from  ^i5  to  S150,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  iinished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 

G.    P.   REED   &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sept.  2  Sole  Agents  for  Prince  ^  Co.'s  Melodeons. 


H.      S.      CUTEEB, 

©igattlgt    an^    ®eBc|i«r    of    ^JHIiisfr, 

MUSIC  ROOM  UNDER  CHURCH  OF  THE  ADVENT. 
Sept  9  tf 

Mr.    OTTO    DEESEL 

Will  return  to  Boston  by  the  first  of  October,  when  he  will  be 
prepared  to  receive  pupils  on  the  piano-forte. 
Address  meanwhile  at  this  office. 

J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE   PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  or  Theo. 
T.  Barker.  3  mos.  Dec    3. 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &.  GUITAR, 

3  Seneca  St.,  corner  Haii-ison  Avenue. 

MR.  De  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  Sec. 
Boston,  April  23.  Sm 

J.  trenkle:, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Residence  IVo.  56  Kneeland  Street. 

Oct.  8.    3m 

A.   W.   FRENZEL, 
T  E  .AC  H  BR    OF    MUSIC, 
No.  6  Acorn  St.,  (between  Chestnut  and  Mt.  Vernon  Sts.) 
Apr  8  BOSTON. 
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BOSTON,    SATURDAY,    SEPTEMBER    23,    1854. 


NO.   25. 


Dmigljf  3  ^auriial  nf  Mum, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATURDAY. 


[  BY  MAIL,.... $2    PER  A'SyVMj  ] 
[     "     CARRIER,   $2.50  "  j 


I:N  ADVANCE. 


ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Music,  but  with 
glauces  at  the  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  I-iterature  ; 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  lleviews  of  Concerts, 
Oratorios,  Operas  ;  with  timely  Analyses  of  the  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  Music  published  at  home  and  abi'oad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  sJijuificaot  Musical  News  from  all  parts;  gathered  from 
English,  Uerman,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5-  E.<:says  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instni- 
ments,  theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  ;  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
Social,  and  Ueligious  bearings ;  on  Music  in  the  Chuich,  the 
Concert-room,  the  Theatre,  the  Chamber,  and  the  Street,  &c. 
6.  Translations  from  the  best  German  and  French  writers  upon 
Music  and  Art.  7.  Occasional  Notices  of  Sculpfure,  Painting, 
Architecture,  Poetry,  Esthetic  Books,  the  Drama,  &c.  — 
8.  Original  and  Selected  Poems,  short  Tales,  Anecdotes,  &c. 

[C7^  Hack  numbers,  from  the  commencement,  cau  be  fur- 
nished.    Also  bound  copies  of  the  first  two  years. 

Postage,  if  paid  in.  advance^  for  any  distance  within  the 
State,  thiruen  cents  a  year  ;  if  not  in  advance,  twtiiti/'Six 
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[Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Eeview  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY   A.    OULIBICHEFF. 
(Continued  from  p.  186  ) 

There  can  be  no  rloubt,  tbat  tlie  virtuosos  gen- 
erally, and  those  of  the  violin  especially,  tbQ 
CoRELLis,  Geminianis,  Tartisis,  Pogna- 
Nis  and  others,  have  contributed  much  to  the 
progress  of  composition.  But,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  CoREi.Li,  they  have  contributed  only  in 
an   indirect  way,  less  through  their  works,  than 


through  the  fact  that  they  perfected  and  enlarged 
the  mechanism  of  the  instruments  destined  at  a 
later  time  to  be  used  in  the  orchestra.  By  limit- 
ing themselves  to  the  speciality  of  each  instru- 
ment, removing  a  multitude  of  material  obstacles, 
and  increasing  the  sum  of  the  technical  possibil- 
ities of  execution,  they  paved  the  way  to  grand 
instrumental  music;  they  rendered  arable  the 
immeasurable  field,  which  was  first  and  so  suc- 
cessfully cultivated  by  Ehianuel  Bach,  Boc- 
CHERiNi  and  Haydn. 

\<!e.  must  give  a  precise  explanation  of  what 
we  understand  by  grand  instrumental  music. 
The  two  interests,  which  we  have  found  in  the 
Opera,  also  divide  instrumental  music  into  two 
essentially  distinct  branches.  There  is  the  con- 
cert kind,  in  which  the  attention  of  the  hearer  is 
directed  to  one  principal  part,  that  namely  of  the 
solo-plaj'er ;  and  there  is  a  music,  in  which  the 
composer  claims  the  chief  attention  for  himself, 
that  is  for  the  organic  whole  of  a  serious  work, 
wrought  out  in  all  its  parts.  This  is  the  grand 
instrumental  music,  considered  as  a  kind,  which 
we  shall  have  occasion  to  define  better  in  the 
sequel. 

For  some  time,  composition  and  execution 
were  seen  to  support  each  other  and  to  advance 
abreast.  It  could  not  always  remain  so;  for 
though  the  roads  ran  parallel,  the  goals  were 
placed  at  very  unequal  distances.  As  soon  as 
the  science  of  composition  had  reached  its  high- 
est point,  it  forsook  the  line  of  ascent,  which  with 
the  last  century  reached  its  termination,  and 
turned  back  upon  itself,  thenceforth  impercept- 
ibly descending.  Execution,  having  still  an  im- 
measurable career  before  it,  went  on,  upon  its 
side,  progressing.  Hence  the  unavoidable  sequel 
in  our  day,  that  musical  art  in  a  certain  respect 
has  had  to  re-travel  the  whole  route,  which  it  had 
in  another  respect  accomplished. 

Chronolog3',  still  corresponding  with  the  gen- 
eral course  of  progress  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
brings  us  finally  to  the  most  illustrious  prince  of 
music,  the  master  and  forerunner  of  the  man 
who  was  to  unite  so  many  dynasties  in  one  uni- 
versal monarchy.  Every  one  of  my  readers  will 
have  guessed,  that  I  mean  H.aydx.  We  speak 
not  here  of  the  sublime  old  nian^the  composer  of 
the  "  Creation  ;  "  for  this  Haydn  was  a  disciple  of 
Mozart,  who  at  an  earlier  time  had  been  his 
pupil.  We  speak  of  Haydn  in  his  younger 
years,  to  whom,  young  as  he  was,  belonged  the 
glory  of  being  called  the  father  of  instrumental 


music.  This  title,  so  well  deserved  in  many 
ways,  demands  an  historical  explanation,  without 
which  the  justice,  done  to  Haydn  by  his  con- 
temporaries and  b}'  posterity,  must  to  my  readers 
seem  extravagant. 

In  speaking  of  the  organ  and  the  clavichord, 
we  have  already  alluded  to  what  Bach  and 
Handel  had  done  for  these  instruments.  But 
there  are  also  several  overtures  of  Handel, 
which  are  commendable  as  orchestral  composi- 
tions. Good  instrumental  music,  then,  existed 
even  before  Haydn.  Certainly  ;  but  either  this 
music  was  nothing  but  an  appendage  to  public 
worship,  or,  if  it  was  secular,  it  kept  for  the  most 
part  within  the  limits  of  the  fugued  style.  The 
finest  overtures  of  Handel  are  almost  only  in 
so  far  valuable,  as  they  remain  fugues ;  and  this 
is  saying  enough,  since  they  lack  every  sort  of 
dramatic  character,  such  as  is  required  by  the 
■opera  or  oratorio,  which  they  precede.  In  the 
clavichord  pieces  of  Bach,  one  feels  still  more 
the  want  of  graceful  and  expressive  melodies,  if 
he  excepts  the  melodies  of  the  contra-dances, 
Allemandes,  Correnti,  Gigues,  Sarabands  and 
Minuets,  which  the  great  contrapuntists  incorpo- 
rated into  his  learning,  when  he  was  just  in  his 
indulgent  humor  towards  human  foibles.  For 
the  rest,  these  pieces  appear  destined  for  all  time 
to  form  the  breviary  of  composers  and  the  man- 
ual of  pianists ;  and  for  this  very  reason  they  will 
penetrate  into  the  sphere  of  musical  enjoyment, 
in  which  a  trim  world  seeks  its  own.  Even  for 
chamber  music  they  would  be  too  difEcult  and 
too  serious. 

Instrumental  music  must  have  had  another 
mission  than  to  be  studied  and  admired  only  with 
closed  doors ;  already  had  it  known  how  to  ac- 
quire for  itself  some  popularity,  and  endeavored 
to  keep  even  pace  with  the  Opera.  This  ambi- 
tion seemed,  too,  in  the  beginning,  under  the 
auspices  of  Corelli,  to  succeed ;  but  it  went 
utterly  to  wreck  through  the  unskilfulness  of  the 
followers  of  this  happy  master.  Corelli's  so- 
natas are,  in  their  kind,  what  the  vocal  music  of 
Scarlatti  was  in  its  kind ;  they  were  almost 
classical  works,  and  they  stood  far  above  the  or- 
chestra and  chamber  music,  which  followed  and 
prevailed  until  the  time  of  Bocciierini  and 
Haydn.  This  epoch  was  a  true  interregnum  of 
good  instrumental  music;  its  miserable  and  quite 
forgotten  productions  prove  both  the  impotence 
of  the  composers,  and  the  erroneousness  of  the 
principles  on  which  they  depend. 


K^ 


to 


194 


DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC, 


t3^ 

# 


The  Italians  had  laid  it  down  as  a  principle, 
that  instrumental  music,  in  its  very  nature,  must 
be  subordinate  to  vocal  music ; — a  view,  which  at 
that  time  was  not  and  could  not  be  disputed. 
Where  both  co-operate,  the  first  must  necessarily 
be  subject  to  the  second  ;  the  instrumentists,  skilful 
as  they  may  have  been,  had  not  yet  reached  so 
independent  a  position,  that  they  could  rival  the 
singers.  On  the  other  hand  the  contrapuntal 
music,  even  in  the  land  where  it  had  been  most 
successfully  cultivated,  had  even  less  to  show  in 
the  department  of  instrumental  music.  A  fugued 
chorus  of  Handel,  a  motet  of  Bach  were  far 
superior  to  the  finest  things,  which  these  masters 
had  written  for  the  organ,  the  clavichord  and  the 
orchestra.  In  short,  in  the  concert  music,  the 
human  voice  remained  ever  the  most  beautiful 
and  most  expressive  of  all  instruments.  From 
these  facts  it  has  been  not  without  some  show  of 
reason  concluded,  that  instrumental  music  with- 
out vocal  accompaniment,  and  relying  on  its  own 
resources,  is  only  a  surrogate  of  vocal  music ;  and 
that  for  this  reason  the  instrumentists,  like  ser- 
vants without  masters,  like  the  lackeys  in  comedy, 
had  to  assume  the  manners  of  this  absent  master 
and  to  model  their  style  of  composition  and  of 
execution  after  the  arias,  duets  and  choruses  in 
the  Opera ;  in  a  word,  that  they  had  to  imitate 
the  singers,  so  far  as  their  feebler  means  per- 
mitted. Such  were  the  maxims  prevailing  in 
Italy  and  consequently  in  all  Europe,  as  one  may 
see  from  all  that  is  said  upon  this  subject  in  the 
books  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  especially 
in  Rousseau's  dictionary,  the  most  respectable 
organ  of  the  ultramontane  views.  The  first  con- 
sequence of  this  theory  was,  that  every  composer, 
who  felt  any  talent,  had  his  attention  turned 
from  this  unbonored  and  subordinate  department ; 
and  that  the  instrumental  music  fell  into  the 
hands  of  people,  who  were  personally  convinced 
of  their  own  mediocrity.  The  second  conse- 
quence was,  that  this  mediocrity  in  a  department, 
to  which  discouragement  or  timidity  drove  them, 
still  sank  below  itself.  In  this  way  the  theory 
seemed  only  too  well  justified  by  practice. 

Even  to  this  day  imitation  of  the  vocal  style  is 
recommended,  both  to  those  who  compose,  and 
to  those  who  execute  concert  solos.  Why  not, 
since  here  the  instrumentist  takes  the  place  of 
the  singer  ?  Under  the  fingers  of  a  virtuoso  the 
violin,  the  violoncello,  the  viola,  the  flute,  the 
clarinet,  the  fagotto  and  the  oboe  produce  a  cav- 
atina  with  about  as  much  soul,  taste  and  method 
as  the  most  perfect  singer.  Nothing  but  words  is 
wanting;  but  this  deficiency  the  virtuoso  will 
know  how  to  offset  through  the  means  afibrded 
him  by  the  compass  of  his  three  or  four  octaves, 
through  a  lavish  use  of  fioriture  and  of  lours  cle 
force,  a  richness,  a  variety  of  satisfactory  and  fin- 
ished passages,  before  which  all  the  bravura  of 
vocalization  becomes  pale.  Paganini,  it  is  well 
known,  proposed  a  wager  to  Malibran,  and 
like  a  gallant  knight  he  offered  to  bring  only  the 
fourth  part  of  his  power  into  play,  namely  the  G 
string  alone,  against  a  singer,  who  with  an  extra- 
ordinary compass  of  voice  combined  the  most  bril- 
liant bravura  in  our  epoch.  But  it  is  known  too, 
that  the  challenge  was  not  taken  up.  Thus  we 
see,  that  even  in  concert  music  the  instrumentist, 
though  he  imitates  the  singer,  must  do  more  than 
the  singer.  An  Adagio  of  the  violoncello  must 
be  something  more  than  a  Cantahile  of  the  tenor, 
in  order  to  equal  this  Cantahile  ;  and  an  Allegro 


of  the  violin  something  more  than  a  bravura  air 
of  the  soprano,  to  be  as  brilliant  as  this  bravura 
air.  If  it  were  otherwise,  if  the  instrument- 
ist limited  himself  to  playing  pieces  practi- 
cable for  the  voice,  he  would  naturally  remain 
always  inferior  to  the  voice  ;  and  for  this  reason 
the  instrumentists  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
whose  mechanical  means  hardly  exceeded  those 
of  the  singers  of  their  time,  were  not  their  rivals, 
but  their  doubles.  Then  at  least  the  vocal  style, 
which  they  employed  in  their  capacity  as  soloists, 
was  no  more  out  of  place,  than  it  is  to-day.  But 
of  what  avail  would  it  be  to  apply  this  style, 
these  forms  and  phraseology  of  the  Opera,  to  the 
classical  orchestra  and  chamber  music,  where  the 
interest  turns  from  the  individuals  to  the  whole, 
from  the  performers  to  the  composer  ?  I  will 
cite  here  the  acute  remarks,  which  Gerber 
makes  upon  this  point  in  his  Lexicon  of  Musi- 
cians, in  the  article  an  J.  S.  Bach,  one  of  the 
best  in  the  work,  and  one  of  the  few,  the  material 
of  which  has  warmed  up  the  compiling  vein  ot 
the  indefatigable  lexicographer  even  to  the  rea- 
soning point.     Says  he  : 

"The  style  of  composition,  in  which  Melody 
reigned  unlimited,  had  in  the  eighteenth  century 
the  upper  hand,  and  finally  extended  to  all  kinds 
of  music,  including  of  course  instrumental  music. 
Since  the  composers  at  that  time  sought  their 
ideal  of  melodic  beauty  and  even  the  materials 
of  their  labor  only  in  the  songs  of  the  theatre ; 
and  since  on  the  other  hand  these  songs  had  to 
conform  themselves  to  the  situations  of  the  poem, 
where  the  feelings  to  be  expressed  frequently 
change  with  every  line;  it  followed,  that  the 
instrumental  pieces  of  this  pattern  placed  us  in 
the  situation  of  those,  who  hear  an  unknown 
opera  arranged  as  quartet.  You  perceived 
nothing,  but  these  heterogeneous,  fragmentary 
and  oddly  contrasted  ideas,  resembling  a  rosary 
composed  at  hap-hazard  of  beads  of  all  conceiva- 
ble sizes  and  colors." 

Yes,  this  motley  mosaic,  this  succession  of  in- 
coherent melodies,  as  the  programme  of  an  action 
which  does  not  exist,  and  which  it  does  not  en- 
able any  one  to  understand,  this  libretto  with 
blank  pages,  this  adapted  music,  which  is  adapted 
to  nothing,  all  this  must  have  been  very  wretched ! 
What  persons  of  taste  would  not  have  preferred 
an  opera  music,  which  they  understood,  to  a 
music  without  any  sort  of  meaning? 

There  lay  the  immense  advantage,  which  at 
that  time  the  dramatic  composers  had  over  the 
instrumentists.  The  former  found  the  infallible 
level  of  the  detailed  plan  for  their  labor  marked 
out  for  them  in  the  poem  ;  the  latter  were  utterly 
without  aim  or  compass.  Since  they  had  shaken 
off  the  yoke  of  the  canonical  counterpoint,  they 
were  wholly  at  a  loss  what  to  set  about  with  their 
freedom.  They  did  not  dream,  that  they,  to 
enter  the  lists  with  the  dramatic  composers,  had 
got  to  do  entirely  differently  and  infinitely  more 
than  these  did  ;  that,  to  counterbalance  the  charm 
of  speaking  music,  the  expression  of  the  passions 
in  tones,  the  combined  pleasures  of  the  eves  and 
of  the  soul,  they  had  got  to  lift  themselves  to 
heights  unattainable  by  the  Opera ;  that  to  the 
relative  value  'of  music  applied  to  the  drama, 
they  had  got  to  oppose  an  absolute  or  purely 
musical  value,  namely  that  whose  character  we 
have  defined  in  treating  of  the  Fugue.  Till 
then  however,  the  contrapuntists  alone  had  been 
in   a  condition  to  afford  an  instrumental  music 


intelligible  without  a  programme,  which  was  clear 
and  significant  through  its  own  logic,  which  pru- 
dently economized  its  own  stores,  was  continually 
shifting  and  always  consistent  with  itself.  It  was 
not  possible  therefore,  by  following  the  steps  of 
the  theatrical  composers,  but  only  by  adhering  to 
the  method  of  the  fuguists,  for  the  grand  instru- 
mental music  to  enter  upon  that  astonishing  ca- 
reer, at  whose  goal  is  found  the  overture  to  the 
Zauberjlole  ("Magic  Flute"),  and  in  which  the 
science  of  composition  seems  even  to  have 
reached  its  end.  But  how  was  the  melodic  style 
to  attain  to  the  rationality  and  the  strict  unity  of 
the  Fugue,  and  yet  preserve  its  independence,  its 
charm,  and  the  power  and  variety  of  its  positive 
expression.     Just  there  lies  Haydn's  secret. 

Nothing  in  Art,  any  more  than  in  Nature, 
forms  itself  by  leaps  and  without  some  transition. 
Great  classical  masterpieces  are  always  announced 
by  some  more  or  less  brilliant  beginnings,  which 
have  served  to  prepare  the  way  for  them.  The 
application  of  the  Fugue  method  to  expressive 
melody,  or  in  other  words,  the  approximation  of 
the  two  opposite  extremes  in  music,  offered  in 
the  nature  of  the  case  an  unlimited  field,  and 
more  degrees  of  ascent  than  any  one  musician 
alone  could  traverse.  Haydn  was  neither  the 
starting-point  nor  goal  of  the  style  of  instrumental 
composition,  which  he  brought  to  so  high  a  pitch 
of  perfection.  Emanuel  Bach  was  his  imme- 
diate predecessor  and  his  pattern  ;  Boccherini 
was  his  competitor,  and  Gluck,  who  was  some 
twenty  years  older  than  he,  composed  the  over- 
ture to  "  Iphigenia  in  Aulis"  at  a  time  when  he 
could  owe  Haydn  nothing. 

GujCK  was,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  first,  who 
wrote  classical  pieces  for  the  orchestra  m  a  style 
not  fugued.  B3'  the  term  classical  we  under- 
stand here,  as  everywhere,  works,  which  are  not 
perishable,  to  whatever  species  they  may  belong 
and  whatever  character  they  may  bear.  Even 
the  Piccinists  in  their  arrogant  contempt  for  in- 
strumental music  confessed  without  difficulty, 
that  Italy  possessed  no  instrumental  master,  who 
could  be  compared  with  Gluck.  They  put  a 
sort  of  pride;  in  this  confession.  Every  nation 
has  its  own  peculiar  genius,  said  Laharpe.  To 
the  French,  dramatic  art;  to  the  Italians,  song; 
to  the  Germans,  instrumental  music  :  Suum  cui- 
que  !  Gluck's  portion,  though  by  far  the  hum- 
blest in  the  opinion  of  this  Aristarchus,  was  on 
the  other  hand  the  clearest  of  the  three,  since  the 
two  others  still  disputed  one  another's  claim. 
That  of  the  French  had  already  been  disputed 
by  the  English  and  the  Germans  in  behalf  of 
Shakspeare  ;  that  of  the  Italians  by  Gluck 
himself,  who  maintained,  that  his  tragic  song  was 
worth  considerably  more  than  theirs. 

In  the  overture  to  "  Iphigenia  in  Aulis,"  one  of 
the  true  and  oldest  patterns  of  great  instrumental 
music,  we  perceive  but  the  first  step  in  the  imi- 
tation of  the  mode  of  treatment  characteristic  of 
the  spirit  of  the  Fugue  ;  it  limits  itself  to  intro- 
ducing unity  and  a  clear  meaning  into  the  me- 
lodic work.  Years  have  but  added  to  the  beauty 
of  this  masterpiece,  which  still  sounds  new  to  our 
ears!  What  a  mournful  sublimity  in  the  intro- 
duction, what  majestic  grandeur  in  the  Allegro! 
how  happily  motived  in  a  musical  point  of  view, 
and  how  admirably  adapted  to  the  outline  of  the 
poem,  is  this  mixture  of  warlike  and  pathetic 
thoughts,  which  uninterruptedly  succeed  and 
alternate  with  one  another,  as  rapidly  and  closely 
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as  the  waves  of  a  rushing  stream  !  Agamemnon's 
pride,  Achilles'  rage,  Iphigenia's  tears,  all  are  ex- 
pressed in  it.  And  what  makes  the  merit  of  the 
picture  ?  The  fact,  that  the  emotions,  to  which 
the  overture  alludes,  without  individualizing  them, 
express  themselves,  and  could  express  themselves 
under  the  same  forms  on  the  stage.  There  is  not 
a  sentence  in  it,  which  resembles  the  vocal  song; 
not  one,  which  seems  to  call  the  text  to  aid  and 
make  the  programme  necessary.  Separate  the 
overture  from  the  opera,  and  let  the  hearer  know 
nothing  of  the  relations  which  connect  them,  and 
still  the  piece  will  preserve  all  the  integrity  of  its 
musical  signification.  In  intention  it  is  applied 
music,  in  execution  it  is  pure  music.  Neverthe- 
less, what  sort  of  critical  remarks  would  the  mas- 
terpiece of  Gluck  excite  at  this  day  ?  It  would 
be  objected  to  it,  that  it  is  too  long,  that  is  to  say, 
rather  monotonous.  The  overture  to  "  Don 
Juan "  is  much  longer,  and  no  one  ever  finds  it 
too  long.  The  reason  is,  that  Gluck,  who  dealt 
sparingly  with  his  thought,  reproduced  it  contin- 
ually throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  work, 
after  the  manner  of  the  fuguists,  and  consequently 
made  use  in  it  of  hardly  any  other  principle  than 
modulation.  Such  a  means  does  not  suffice  in  a 
work  of  this  extent.  Whether  a  phrase  in  the 
Tonic  comes  up  again  literally  in  the  Dominant, 
or  vice  versa,  it  still  remains  always  the  same 
phrase.  The  ear,  which  becomes  accustomed  to 
it  in  the  new  key,  perceives  no  difference. 
(Conclusion  next  week.) 


Opera  and  Opera  Managers  in  New  York. 

[l''rom  Putnam's  Montlily  Magazine.] 

There  is  the  opera !  Dimes,  thou  Apollo  of  the 
boxes,  does  not  thy  heart  beat  a  sort  of  overture 
of  delight  at  the  very  sound  of  the  word  ?  Ah ! 
you  say,  in  that  elegant  lackadaisical  manner 
which  you  alone  know  how  to  manage ;  ah  !  dear 
delightful  Astor  Place,  how  charming  it  was  1 
What  happy,  happy  hours  did  I  spend  there,  lan- 
guishing with  Donizetti,  flirting  with  Kossini, 
trembling  with  Mozart,  deafened  with  Verdi, 
Truth,  Benedetti,  Bosio,  Beletti — names  that,  spell- 
like, conjure  up  visions  of  past  delights !  What 
delicious  little  boxes,  what  enchanting  gossips, 
what  nods  and  becks  and  wreathed  smiles  flew 
across  the  little  house  in  which  everybody  knew 
everybody  !     It  was  heavenly,  I  tell  you  ! 

But  those  times  are  past  now,  and  the  old  As- 
tor is  gone  with  them,  and  in  its  place  a  splendid 
edifice  has  sprung  into  existence,  farther  up.  We 
cannot  venture  to  predict  the  success  of  the  Four- 
teenth street  opera  house,  because  to  be  connected 
with  an  opera  enterprise  appears  to  be  as  unlucky 
for  those  concerned,  as  it  was  to  be  the  owner  of 
the  Seiian  Horse,  or  to  have  a  piece  of  Tholosan 
gold  in  one's  pocket. 

But  say  you.  Dimes,  that  notwithstanding  all 
these  terrible  failures,  opera  managers  appear  to 
be  a  thriving  race  ? 

There's  the  miracle !  The  opera  manager  in 
the  dull  season  rushes  off  to  Europe  to  engage  a 
troupe.  He  has  just  been  utterly  ruined  by  his 
last  speculation,  yet  we  find  him  taking  a  first 
class  passage  on  board  of  a  Cunarder,  and  drink- 
ing his  Burgundy  and  (leisenheimer  every  day  at 
dinner.  After  he  has  been  gone  a  couple  of 
months,  indefinite  rumors  reach  us  through  the 
medium  of  tlic  press,  of  the  great  things  that  he 
has  been  doing ;  the  wonderful  artists  he  has  en- 
gaged, the  extraordinary  stratagems  he  was  obliged 
to  resort  to  in  order  to  circumvent  rival  impre- 
sarios, who  wanted  to  obtain  possession  of  the  cel- 
ebrated prima  donna  assoluta,  Signora  Chizzzzilini 
from  the  Teatro  San  Felice.  It  is  also  hinted  that 
he  has  been  obliged  to  pay  the  artists  prodigious 
sums  of  money,  as  earnest  for  the  continuance  of 
their  engagements,  though  where  he  got  said 
moneys  the  public  is  not  informed.     Well  in  a 
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month  or  so,  the  broken  down  and  bankrupt  man- 
ager returns  per  steamer  in  the  very  best  health 
and  spirits,  and  aecompanied  by  the  different 
members  of  this  new  troujie.  Ha!  at  last  the  cam- 
paign is  about  to  be  conducted  with  spirit.  Every 
wall  is  covered  with  placards  coiitMining  a  glowing 
prospectus  of  the  ensuing  season.  There  are  at 
least  two  dozen  operas,  never  peifbrmed  in  this 
country,  that  are  to  be  produced  almost  imme- 
diately, '' with  new  scenery,  costumes  and  deco- 
rations, at  an  expense  of  several  millions  of  dollars." 
The  public  is  on  the  tip-toe  of  expectation,  and 
every  one  talks  about  the  good  time  coming,  and 
every  one  feels  a  sort  of  mental  shower  bath,  when 
La  Sonnamhula  is  announced  for  the  first  night. 
And  La  Sonnamhula  it  is  through  the  whole  sea- 
son,  with  perhaps  a  slight  sprinkling  of  Zuc/a  just 
to  freshen  the  people  up  a  little.  But  they  go, 
notwithstanding,  with  a  good  natiired  pertinacity 
worthy  of  all  praise,  and  listen  to  the  choruses 
they  know  by  heart,  and  the  solos  they  could  sing 
in  their  sleep,  with  a  sort  of  trusting  confidence 
that  the  manager  will  perform  his  promises  yet. 
The  season  draws  to  a  close.  Notwithstanding 
the  fact  of  the  house  having  been  full  nearly  every 
night,  it  is  whispered  dolefully  that  the  manager, 
poor  fellow,  is  again  ruined.  One  or  two  of  the 
chief  artists  get  suddenly  indisposed  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  performance,  and  the  tickets  are  re- 
turned. It  leaks  out  however,  that  the  real  cause 
was  a  rebellion  on  the  part  of  the  tenor,  who  was 
owed  three  weeks'  salary,  and  who  peremptorily 
refused  to  sing  until  he  was  paid.  Every  one 
pities  the  poor  bankrupt  manager,  and  when  it  is 
announced  on  the  bills,  that,  as  a  close  to  the  sea- 
.'lon  and  a  chance  for  the  impresario  to  redeem 
himself,  the  Grand  Opera  of  "  The  Titans  "  will 
be  produced,  "  with  new  and  appropriate  scenery, 
magnificent  costumes,  and  gorgeous  effects  at  an 
expense  of — Heaven  knows  how  many — thousands 
of  dollars,"  the  public,  one  and  all,  determine  to 
support  the  enterprising  manager.  "  The  Titans" 
is  produce<l — the  Scenery  isn't  much,  certainly,  for 
managers  here  seem  to  labor  under  an  impression 
thut  as  long  as  the  scenery  is  "new,"  it  does  not 
matter  in  the  least  about  its  being  good — and  the 
house  is  filled  night  after  night  to  suffocation. 
After  a  splendid  run  of  about  twelve  nights,  the 
public  is  astounded  to  hear  that  the  manager  is 
again  ruined,  and  the  opera  no  more.  The  sing- 
ers have  not  been  paid  their  salaries,  and  there 
are  newspaper  feuds  between  the  debtor  and  his 
creditors.  The  manager  is  de'xole'.  He  has  lost 
eveiytliing  and  must  begin  life  over  again,  and  as 
a  preparation  for  so  doing,  starts  for  his  elegant 
country  house  on  the  Hudson,  where  he  enjoys 
every  luxury  that  money  can  give  him.  After  a 
pleasant  rest,  he  starts  again  for  Europe,  pays 
more  proiiigious  sums  of  money,  returns  with  an- 
other brilliant  troupe  of  artists,  "  manages  again, 
and  is  again  undone." 

Now,  neither  of  us,  Dimes,  has  any  objection 
whatever  to  an  impresario  making  his  fortune,  but 
he  really  must  not  make  it  at  the  expense  of  the 
public.  As  long  as  he  gives  us  an  equivalent  for 
our  money  .ve  do  not  care  if  he  pockets  what  is 
over.  He  has  a  right  to  be  well  paid  for  his  trouble 
and  we  are  willing  to  pay  him.  But  we  do  hope 
that  when  our  Academy  of  Music  does  open,  that 
we  shall  see  operas  produced  there  in  a  different 
style  from  those  wretched  things,  mechanically 
speaking,  that  were  palmed  off  on  the  public  at 
Niblo's  and  Castle  Garden  last  season.  Who  does 
not  remember  the  one  oak-tree  at  the  old  Astor 
Place  House  ?  No  matter  what  was  the  opera, 
that  inevitable  tree  made  its  appearance.  It 
shaded  Norma  or  concealed  Donna  Elvira  with 
equal  indifference.  It  represented  a  forest  or 
a  garden  with  the  same  audacity,  and  yet 
every  opera-goer  was  familiar  with  every  painted 
furrow  on  its  canvas  trunk.  We  have  had  quite 
enough  of  this  sort  of  thing.  Dimes.  Most  of  us 
have  seen  the  great  European  theatres,  and  know 
how  things  are  managed  there.  There  are  plenty 
of  capabilities  in  our  future  Academy  of  Music  for 
the  production  of  any  opera  on  a  suitable  scale. 
The  stage,  although  not  as  deep  as  it  might  be,  is 
amply  large  enough  for  scenic  effects,  and  in  in- 
terior beauty  of  form,  we  do  not  think  it  will  be 
surpassed  by  any  theatre  in  the  world.     A  good 


company,  a  trained  orchestra,  a  conscientious 
management,  prices  not  too  low,  and  you,  Dimes, 
in  the  boxes  with  youi'  velvet  waistcoat  and  opal 
buttons,  are  all  we  lack  to  make  the  Fourteenth 
street  Opera  House  a  permanent  success. 


Weber's  Music. 

{Cliorley's  "Modern  German  Ma?ic.") 

To  Beethoven  might  have  belonged  the  "  Lear," 
and  the  "  Othello,"  and  the  "Macbeth"  of  Shak- 
speare;  but  to  Weber,  such  dramas  of  romantic 
fantasy  as  the  "  Winter's  Tale,"  "  Cymbeline," 
and  "  The  Tempest."  He  was,  what  Hogg  de- 
lighted to  call  himself,  "the  king  of  the  moun- 
tain and  faciry  school." — His  is  music  instinct 
with  the  spirit  of  that  olden  time,  when  there 
were  omens  whispered  in  the  woods  and  battles 
foretold  by  the  blood-red  phantoms  that  bran- 
dished their  arms  and  waved  their  banners  in  the 
West.  The  fancy  of  it  is  not  untinctured  with 
superstition;  the  hue  upon  it  is  either  the  pearly 
light  of  Dream-land,  or  that  gorgeous  tint 
which  streams  through  some  blazoned  window 
garnished  "  with  many  a  quaint  device  I "  Not 
only  have  his  airs  and  melodies  a  costume — in 
their  merriment  their  is  an  echo  of  the  elemental 
world,  as  well  as  in  their  sadness  an  appeal  to 
Man's  inner  heart.  Every  thing  in  Nature 
that  is  wildest  and  blithest  —  the  laughing  of 
brooks  as  they  leap  from  stone  to  stone,  the 
glancing  of  early  sunshine  over  the  ocean  when 
its  waters  are  curled  by  the  blithest  of  autumn 
breezes,  the  ecstacy  of  birds  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  life  and  summer — has  a  part  and  a  re- 
flection in  Weber's  livelier  music. 

Child  of  Romance!  how  varied  was  thy  skill! — 

Now,  stealing  forth  in  a'wy  melodj'. 

Such  as  the  west  wind  breathes  along  the  sky, 
When  golden  evening  lingers  on  the  hill ; 
Now,  with  some  fierce  and  startling  chord  didst  chill 
The  blood  to  ice,  and  bathe  with  dew  the  brow; 

Anon,  thou  didst  break  forth  in  brilliant  flow 
Of  wild  rejoicing,  such  as  well  might  fill 

Tlie  bright  sea-chambers  where  the  mermaids  play. 
All  elemental  sonnds  thou  didst  control; 

The  roar  of  rocking  boughs, — the  flash  of  spray, — 

The  earthquake's  muttered  threat — the  thunder's  roll, 

Scattering,  like  toys,  their  changes  through  thy  lays, 

Till  wonder  could  no  more,  and  rapture  silenced  praise.* 

*  "  Garland  of  Musicians." 

A  Young  Lady's  Vie-w  of  the  New  Copyright 
Law. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  London  Musical  \Vnrld. 

Deak  Sin, — I  cannot  tell  you  how  dehghted  I 
am  with  the  sudden  cheapness  of  Music.  I  bought 
Mario's  beautiful  "  Donna  e  Mobile  "  for  one  shil- 
ling only  this  morning — and  there's  a  shop  in  Ox- 
ford Street  where  you  can  buy  Mendelssohn's 
Music  by  the  quire  and  sheet,  just  like  note  pa- 
per. I  don't  know  what  is  the  real  meaning  of 
the  music-sellers  being  so  very  liberal,  but  from 
what  every  one  says  I  suppose  it  has  something  to 
do  with  all  the  fuss  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
about  which  you  have  been  writing  such  veri/  long 
articles.  I  can't  make  head  or  tail  of  them,  ex- 
cept this,  that  it  is  thought  that  musical  men  are 
very  immoral,  and  Government  says  that  they  are 
not  to  be  encouraged,  and  so  nobody  is  to  pay 
them  for  anything  they  compose.  It  is  certainly 
rather  hard  on  the  poor  foreigners,  but  I  hope 
Government  won't  prevent  them  from  giving  us 
lessons  too,  because,  if  so,  how  are  we  to  learn 
singing?  and  what  will  become  of  the  poor  men  ? 
I  am  sure  the  Italian  gentleman  who  has  given 
me  lessons  in  singing  for  two  years  at  school,  is  a 
most  harmless,  kind,  and  gentlemanly  man.  He 
smiles  so  sweetly — he  would  not  hurt  a  fly — much 
less  a  woman.  He  always  gave  me  about  twenty 
of  his  Romances  every  quarter,  and  now  I  musn't 
pay  him  for  them.  Papa  will  be  very  pleased, 
because  he  used  to  say  the  bills  were  so  heavy  ; 
but  what  will  the  poor  Signer  do,  if  his  lessons 
are  stopped,  too  ?  If  one  girl,  twelve  years  old, 
runs  away  with  her  music-master,  is  that  any  rea- 
son why  all  the  rest  should  suffer  ?     But  I  know 
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this  is  the  reason  why  the  House  of  Lords  won't 
allow  composers  to  be  paid,  so  that  the}'  may  keep 
away  altogether.  Now,  dear  Mr.  Editor,  I  hope 
you  will  write  a  pretty  article  in  defence  of  for- 
eign composers  and  musie-mastei-s.  Although  I 
am  very  glad  to  buy  music  so  cheap,  and  to  have 
all  D'Albert's  beautiful  walzes  at  half-price,  I  am 
very  sorry  that  the  composers  should  become  poor 
and  shabby.  It  will  be  very  unpleasant  if  Mr. 
Blumenthal  should  be  obliged  to  come  to  our 
school  and  give  his  lessons  in  corduroys,  because 
he  is  not  allowed  to  sell  his  music.  I  am,  dear 
Mr.  Editor,  Yours,  very  sincerely, 

Amelia  Vining. 
Regent's  Park,  Aug.  28. 


For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 
THREE    COLORS. 

From  Anastasids  Gbun. 

Colors  three  I  loved  and  cherished,  fondlier  than  all 
earthly  good, 

Warralier  than  the  light  of  vision,  than  the  throbbing 
heart's  wai-m  blood ! 

White,  the  first;  it  was  the  color  of  my  father's  silver 
hair; 

Red,  the  second;  like  twin  roses  were  the  cheeks  that 
graced  my  fair ! 

And  the  tliird,  the  green  of  meadows :  meadows  thy  hori- 
zon spanned, 

Glorious  mantle  of  thy  mountains,  Hellas  sweet,  my  na- 
tive land! 

All  the  three  thou  hast  extinguished,  barbarous,  god- 
insulting  foe ! 

Stained  my  father's  locks  of  silver,  and  in  cold  blood  laid 
him  low ! 

Manacled  my  loved  one,  stealing  from  her  cheek  the  rosy 

red. 
Trampled  down  my  country's  greenness,  sowing  dnst 

and  death  instead. 
But  I  slill  hold  dear  those  colors,  dearer  far  than  earthly 

good, 
Love  them  Avarmlier  than  eyelight,  warmlier  than  the 

heart's  warm  blood ! 
Wliile,  the  first;    two  white-robed  lilies  blooming  now 

above  those  graves, 
Where  the  relics  of  my  loved  ones  rest  from  life's  tem- 
pestuous waves ! 
Jted,  the  second ;  ruthless  murderer,  blood  of  thine  and  of 

thy  race ! 
Green,  the  third;   the  waving  verdure  o'er  my  heart's 

last  resting  place! 

This  wise  spake  the  youthful  hero,  standing  where   his 

loves  lay  cold, 
And  a  tear— the  last  one  haply— pearling,  fell  upon  their 

mould. 
Eound  him  death  and  desolation !  horror's  myriad  shapes 

revealed ! 
And  with  desperate  joy  the  warrior  bounds  to  Hellas' 

bloody  field! 
Falling,  dreams  the  son  of  freedom  how  his  love  has  won 

its  prize. 
O'er  his  grave  the  circling  colors  greet  his  dim,  prophetic 

eyes. 
Blood  of  Turks,  a  rich,  red  current,  moistens  all  his 

grave  mound's  green ; 
There  next  spring,  in  beauty  blooming,  is   the  white- 
robed  lily  seen !  c.  T.  B. 
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Translated  for  this  Journal. 

Sentences  from  Robert  Schumann. 

On  hearing  Music  loith  the  Score  hefore  one. 
Seeing  a  young  musical  student  at  a  rehearsal 
of  the  eighth  symphony  of  Beethoven  zealously 
reading  from  the  score,  Eusebius  remarked : 
"  That  must  be  a  good  musician  ! " — "  By  no 
means  ! "  said  Florestan  ;  "  he  is  the  good  musi- 
cian, who  understands  a  piece  of  music  without 
the  score,  and  a  score  without  the  music.  The 
ear  must  have  no  need  of  the  eye,  and  the  eye 
no  need  of  the  (outward)   ear." — "  A   high   re- 


quirement,"    exclaimed    master    Raro,   "  yet    I 
praise  thee  for  it,  Florestan  ! " 

After  the  D  minor  (^Choral)  Symphony. 

I  am  like  the  blind  man,  who  stands  before  the 
Strasburg  Cathedral,  and  who  hears  its  bells,  but 
cannot  find  the  entrance.  Leave  me  in  peace, 
young  people,  I  understand  mortal  speech  no 
more. — Voigt. 

Who  will  scold  the  blind  man,  if  he  stands  be- 
fore the  Minster  and  knows  not  what  to  say  ? 
Enough  that  he  devoutly  lifts  his  hat  when  the 
bells  ring  out  aloft. — Etjsebius. 

Mannerism  is  disagreeable  enough  in  the  ori- 
ginal, to  say  nothing  of  the  imitators  (Spohr  and 
his  scholars). 

The  emptiest  head  can  hide  itself  behind  a 
Fugue.  Fugues  are  affairs  only  of  the  greatest 
masters. 

The  cultivated  musician  will  be  able  to  study  a 
Raphael's  Madonna  with  the  same  profit,  that  a 
painter  does  a  Mozart's  symphony.  Nay  more : 
to  the  sculptor  every  player  becomes  quiet  nature, 
while  to  the  latter  the  former's  works  become 
living  forms ;  to  the  painter,  the  poem  turns  to 
picture,  and  the  musician  turns  the  picture  into 
tones. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  a  peculiarly  Romantic 
School  can  be  formed  in  Music,  seeing  that  Music 
is  romantic  in  itself. 

The  mass  like  masses. 


Nothing  worse  can  happen  to  a  man,  than  to 
be  praised  by  a  booby. 

Ahout  Changes  in  Compositions. 
Often  two  readings  are  of  equal  worth. — Eu- 

SEB. 

But  the  original  is  commonly  the  better  of  the 
two. — Raro. 

He  who  is  very  anxious  to  preserve  his  origin- 
ality, is  already  on  the  point  of  losing  it. 

Few  of  the  most  decided  works  of  genius  have 
become  popular  (Don  Giovanni.) 

Cheerful  serenity,  repose,  grace,  the  char- 
acteristics of  the  antique  works  of  Art,  are  also 
those  of  the  school  of  Mozart.  As  the  Greek 
portrayed  his  thundering  Jove  with  a  serene 
countenance,  so  Mozart  also  wields  his  lightnings. 


MS  it   libriyali. 


Kn  gland. 

The  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Musical  Festival  commenced 
on  the  12th  and  closed  on  the  15lh  of  this  month.  The 
day  performances  included  Beethoven's  "  Service " 
(Mass,  -we  presume)  in  C;  Kosslni's  Stahai  Mater ;  Mey- 
erbeer's 91st  Psalm;  and  the  oratorios  of  the  "  Creation," 
"  Elijah,"  and  the  "  Jlessiah."  There  were  to  be  three 
grand  Miscellaneous  Concerts  in  the  evenings,  including 
Handel's  "  Acis  and  Galatea,"  and  selections  from  the 
works  of  Mozart,  Spohr,  Weber  and  others.  The  prin- 
cipal singers  announced  were:  Mmes.  Bosio  (her  name 
stands  always  first  since  Grisi  came  away),  Clara  No- 
vello  and  Castellan;  Mme.  Weiss  and  Miss  Dolby; 
Messrs.  Gardoni,  Reichardt,  Sims  Reeves,  Belletti,  Weiss 
and  Lablache.  The  baud  and  chorus  were  to  consist  of 
400  performers,  with  Benedict  as  Conductor. 

Liverpool. — St.  George's  Hall  -was  to  bo  opened  on 


the  18th  with  a  performance  of  the  "  Messiah,"  followed 
by  oratorios  on  the  two  following  mornings,  and  miscel- 
laneous evening  concerts.  Sir  Henry  Bishop  conductor. 
Madame  Anna  Thillon  has  arrived  after  an  absence  of 
three  years  in  the  United  States. 

Manchester. — The  musical  season  has  fairly  begun; 
but  great  disappointment  was  caused  by  the  illness  of 
Sophie  CruvelH,  who  was  to  have  sung  at  a  preliminary 
concert  at  Concert  Hall,  also  at  the  Philharmonic  Soci- 
ety.— The  Manchester  and  Salford  Sacred  Harmonic 
Society  have  been  rehearsing  the  *'  Creation."  Cmvelli 
and  Tamberlik  have  been  singing  at  the  Theatre  Royal  in 
Norjua,  Ernani^  Otello,  Fidello,  &c. 

Leeds. — The  first  concert  of  the  season  will  be  a 
complimentary  one  to  J.  L.  Hatton,  the  composer,  classi- 
cal pianist,  and  funny  song  singer,  well  known  in  this 
country. 

Germany. 

Munich. — M.  Hector  Berlioz,  who  was  sent  here  as 
coiTespondent  for  the  Journal  des  Debate,  during  the  Ex- 
hibition, intends  having  some  of  his  compositions  per- 
formed in  a  series  of  concerts.  The  General  Music  di- 
rector, Herr  Lachner,  is  on  leave  of  absence.  During 
the  musical  season,  two  grand  concerts  and  one  or  two 
classical  operas  will  be  given  every  week.  The  concerts 
of  the  Hof  Capelle  will  shortly  commence.  Mme.  Jenny- 
Lind-Goldschraidt  and  Herr  Otto  Goldschmidt  have  ar- 
rived. 

Cologne. — One  of  the  first  novelties  at  the  theatre  will 
be  the  new  opera,  Ber  Advocnt,  music  by  Herr  Ferdinand 

Hiller,  and  words  by  Herr  Roderick  Benedis.  According 
to  report,  the  next  production  will  be  a  very  successful 
quodlibei  opera,  founded  on  an  old  Cologne  tradition,  dra- 
matized by  a  local  amateur. 

A  private  note  from  our  "  Diarist"  (from  whom  our 
readers  will  soon  hear  in  full)  gives  us  a  most  tan- 
talizing list  of  one  week's  musical  opportunities  in  Ber- 
lin. "  There  have  been  given  at  the  Opera  house, 
beside  ballets,  Aubers's  splendid  scenic  *'  Fairy  Lake" 
[Feensee,)  and  Meyerbeer's  Frophete.''  Leibig  has  given 
his  weekly  Saturday  concert  with  this  progi-amme:  Over- 
ture to  Tigranes^  by  Righini;  Andante  from  Haydn; 
Overture  to /-es  rfe«x  Jbwmces,  Cherubini;  Ninth  Sym- 
phony, ( ! )  Beethoven ;  Overture  to  Coriohnus^  Beetho- 
ven; and  Mozart's  Symphony  in  E  flat; — and  all  for  five 
silver  gi'oschen,  i.  e.  hoelce-and-a-half  cents  !  Two  other 
theatres  have  been  giving  smaller  operas,  Sonnmnbula, 
etc.,  and  the  Dom  Choir  sang  on  Sunday.  We  are  to 
have  Bon  Juan  on  Friday  next  !  " 

"  According  to  the  best  information  I  could  get  in  Bre- 
men, Schumann's  condition  is  still  very  critical.  I  am 
afraid  our  rejoicings  over  his  recovery  came  too  soon." 

An  interesting  lecture  was  given  lately  in  tlie  Theatre 
Royal,  by  Herr  Sudre,  to  a  numerous  audience,  includ- 
ing Prince  Karl,  a  great  number  of  officers  and  musicians, 
and  several  artistic  and  scientific  notabilities.  The  lec- 
ture described  an  invention  of  Herr  Sudre,  called  Ttle- 
phonie,  or  Tdegrnjihie  acousiique,  which  is  a  system  of 
employing  music  ui  the  symbolical  communication  of 
messages,  especially  military.  Ail  the  combiuLitions  of 
the  diatonic  scale  {do,  re,  mi,  fa,  sol,  la,  si,)  simple  rhyth- 
mical relations,  (for  signals  with  drums  and  trumpet-s,) 
as  well  as  the  usual  musical  notation,  are  pressed  into  the 
service.  For  military  purposes  a  much  greater  variety 
of  signals  is  thus  obtained.  The  audience  were  surpris- 
ed and  delighted  at  the  experiments. 

Baden  Baden. — On  Friday  evening,  the  25tb,  a  con- 
cert was  given  at  the  Kursaal — in  the  Salon  des  Fleurs, 
as  it  is  called — by  Miss  Arabella  Goddard,  who  was  as- 
sisted by  M.  Vivier  (horn,)  Sig.  Bazzini  (violin,)  and 
Mdlle.  C.  Fischer  (vocalist.)  A  more  brilliant  and  fash- 
ionable audience  was  never  seen  in  the  Maison  de  Con- 
versation,  which  RL  Benazet  has  rendered  so  attractive 
that  all  the  "  eaux"  and  "spas"  of  Germany,  France, 
and  Belgium  (including  Austria  and  the  Tyrol,)  put  to- 
gether, sink  into  insignificance  by  the  side  of  Baden-Ba- 
den. The  whole  of  the  first  row  of  sents,  near  the  piano- 
forte, was  occupied  by  duchesses  and  dukes,  princesses, 
princes,  ambassadors,  etc  Among  these  was  the  Prin- 
cess Hohenlohe,  who  sometime  since  was  on  a  visit  to 
Queen  Victoria  in  England,  and  the  Grand  Duke  of  Ba- 
den, who  sets  up  for  a  connoisseur.  The  first  thing  in 
the  programme  was  the  Serenade  e  Rondo  Giojoso  of  Jlen- 
delssohn,  which  Miss  Arabella  Goddard  played  to  perfec- 
tion, the  orchestra  accompanying  her  well.  This  fine 
and  very  diflicult  composition  was  probably  unknown 
to  every  one  present,  the  members  of  the  orchestra  in- 
cluded; but  it  was  very  much  admired  and  completely 
successful.  Miss  Goddard  next  played  Weber's  Invita- 
tion a  la  Valse  with  infinite  grace  and  spirit;  and  lastly  a 
bouquet,  so  to  sa}'-,  of  three  charming  little  pieces — a  Lied 
ohne  WoHe  of  JJendelssohn,  the  A  flat  Jniprompiu  of 
Chopin  (No.  30  of  his  works,)  and  Charles  Mayer's  Fon- 
taine, all  of  which  afforded  the  highest  possible  gratifica- 
tion.    More  elegant  playing  united   to  purer  expression 
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and  more  unerring  execution  than  this  young  lady's  has 
rarely  been  heard.  The  connoisseurs  here  were  enchant- 
ed with  her,  and  the  pianists  themselves  no  less  so.  One 
of  the  latter,  M.  Pixis,  who  was  present,  paid  her  many 
hearty  compliments. 

Italy. 

Milan. — The  d^bnt  of  our  young  Boston  contralto  is 
thus  reported  in  a  letter  to  the  Loudon  Musical  IVorki, 
dated  Milan,  Aug.  26:— 

Beyond  a  few  concerts  and  benefits  at  the  theatres, 
at  which  a  miscellaneous  selection  composed  of  acts  of 
various  operas  is  served  up  to  the  public,  we  have  posi- 
tively nothing  to  record.  We  must  mention,  however, 
the  (^rst  appearance  of  a  new  English  ( ! )  conlralin.  Miss 
Adel.\ide  Phillips,  wdio  made  her  (lebid  at  a  concert, 
when  she  sang  Arsace's  ravnlina,  "Ah!  quel  giorno," 
from  Sevnramide^  and  created  ^  furore.  This  young  ar- 
tist possesses  a  voice  of  good  quality,  powerful.'and  sym- 
pathetic. Her  style  is  not  yet  finished,  but  she  holds'out 
promise  for  the  future,  and  with  proper  training  I  have 
no  doubt  will  take  a  high  position.  Miss  Phillips'repeat- 
ed  the  cavatina  at  a  second  concert  given  for  the  mana- 
ger's benefit,  as  also  the  duet  with  Assur,  in  both  of 
which  she  was  much  applauded. — Balfe  has  finished  his 
new  opera,  entitled  Jl  J)uca  ed  il  Pitlore,  the  Uliretlo  hy 
Piave,  which  is  to  be  represented  during  the  autumnal 
season  at  Trieste.  He  will  then  proceed  to  Turin  to  com- 
plete another  opera,  Lo  Scudiero,  which  he  is  engaged  to 
write  for  the  Royal  Theatre  at  Macerata.  The  season  of 
the  fair  commenced  with  Verdi's  Trovaiore,  the  princi- 
pal parts  being  sustained  by  Madame  Boccabaclati  and 
Signori  Coliva  and  Contedini.  At  Turin,  the  new  opera 
by  Sig.  Gagnonic,  Amort  et  Trappokj  was  given  ou  the 
19th  instant,  and  warmly  applauded. 

Florence. — The  Florence  papers  state  that  the  au- 
tumnal season  will  open  at  the  Pergola  with  Madame 
Borghi-Manio  in  the  Bnrbkre.  The  second  opera  will  be 
A''erdi's  Traviata,  with  Madame  Cortesi  and  Signor  Fra- 
schini.  Report  also  speaks  of  a  new  opera  by  Signor 
Capecelatro.  At  the  Teatro-Pagliano  two  new  operas 
will  be  produced,  one  by  Signor  Capecelatro,  entitled 
i)rtnV/.Bi"c«o,  which  has  already  been  performed  at  the 
Scala  at  Milan;  and  one  by  Signor  Biagi,  of  Florence, 
entitled  Gonsalvo  di  Cordova.  The  first  new  opera  to  be 
produced  at  the  Argentina  will  be  Donizetti's  Don  Sebas- 
tiano,  the  second,  Jleyerbeer's  Roherlo  il  Dlmoh.  The 
prima  donna  is  Madame  Monti.  The  composition  of  the 
troupe  engaged  for  the  Teatro-Pagliano  at  Florence  is  as 
follows: — Soprani,  Me^dames  Alaimo,  Biava,  and  Abba- 
dia;  contralto,  Madame  Boccolini;  tenors,  Signori  Landi 
and  Arrigoni;  baritones,  Signori  Amodio,  Bar'ili,  and  Mo- 
rili;  bass,  Signor  Domenechi,  together  with  three  second 
women,  two  2nd  tenors,  two  2nd  basses,  and  forty-eight 
chorus.  The  danseuses  are  Mesdnmes  Berretta,  Lavagi, 
and  Santalicante-Prisco,  Messrs.  Mochi,  Durant,  Prisco, 
and  Capozzi.  The  musical  composers  are  Verdi,  wdio 
•will  produce  two  operas,  Jl  ViscardeUo  and  II  Trowtlore, 
and  Signor  Battista  wdio  will  bring  out  his  Ermelinda. 
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Modem  German  Music. 

One  of  the  most  entertaining  and  instructive 
books  concerning  Music;  ever  written  in  the  En- 
glish language,  or  perhaps  in  any  language,  is  one 
recently  published  in  London,  from  which  we 
have  already  made  some  interesting  extracts,  and 
entitled  "  Modern  German  Music  ;  Recollections 
and  Criticisms,"  by  Henry  F.  Chorley.  It  is 
in  part  a  reproduction  of  the  author's  earlier 
work,  published  in  1841,  under  the  title  of  "  Mu- 
sic and  Manners  in  Prance  and  North  Germa- 
ny ; " — a  work  to  which  we  have  felt  indebted 
for  not  a  little  stimulus  and  guidance  in  the  pur- 
suit of  a  truer  acquaintance  with  the  great  mas- 
ters of  the  Tone  Art.  But  the  two  elegantly 
printed  volumes  of  the  present  work  contain  also 
much  new  matter ;  for  Mr.  Chorley  tells  us  that 
since  that  time  he  has  again  and  again  visited 
Germany,  "  always,  in  such  visits,  looking  to  one 
and  the  same  object  of  interest — always  endea- 
voring to  complete  my  knowledge  of  the  state  of 
musical  creation,  performance  and  artistic  life," 
as  they  existed  previous  to  what  he  calls  "  the 
year  of  confusion,  1848."  He  has  re-written  ma- 
ny chapters,  but  has  modified  no  judgments,  it 
having   been  his  fortune   "  to  undergo  very  few 


conversions  with  regard  to  Music  and  its  mas- 
ters." 

-  Few  men  are  better  qualified  to  write  on  Mu- 
sic, from  the  .-esthetic  point  of  view,  and  for  the 
unlearned  public,  than  Chorley.  His  criticisms 
for  many  years  in  the  London  Alheneeum,  have, 
in  spite  of  their  strong  spice  of  individual  preju- 
dices, been  the  most  acute,  appreciative,  well  rea- 
soned and  instructive  of  any  offered  by  the  En- 
glish press.  His  musical  experience  has  been  im- 
mense. Familiar  with  everything  of  note  that 
has  been  performed  or  composed  in  our  times ;  a 
zealous  student  of  the  classics  of  the  Art ;  eager- 
ly upon  the  watch  also  for  all  new  things  ;  the  in- 
timate of  artists  and  composers  ;  placed  for  many 
years  in  a  position  where  he  has  had  to  note  and 
fathom  the  whole  tide  of  music  as  it  sets  so  strong- 
ly every  j'ear  through  London  ;  and,  not  content 
with  that,  pursuing  the  acquaintance  with  each 
kind  of  music,  each  composer,  to  the  peculiar 
work  upon  the  continent  where  it  is  most  at  home 
and  may  be  heard  in  all  its  genuine  perfection, 
with  its  own  atmosphere,  as  for  as  possible,  about 
it, — his  whole  life  has  educated  him  to  the  func- 
tions of  a  general  reporter  and  exponent  of  the 
musical  movement  of  the  age.  To  this  he  adds 
the  advantage  of  a  large  literary  culture,  and  a 
nervous,  vigorous,  and  often  picturesque  and  elo- 
quent style. 

The  narrative  portions  of  the  book  are  full  of 
glow  and  sprightliness  ;  the  description  of  scenes 
and  persons  graphic  and  ofttimes  humorous.  You 
feel  that  there  is  a  foundation  of  real  enthusiastic 
love  of  Nature  and  of  Art  at  the  bottom  of  it  all, 
which  makes  you  ready  to  forgive  his  habitual 
severity  and  crossness  upon  certain  subjects.  If 
he  has  no  patience  with  some  of  the  new  direc- 
tions into  which  musical  Art  has  seen  fit  to  strike, 
in  this  our  restless,  novelty-seeking  and  adventu- 
rous age,  it  is  because  he  so  truly  loves  the  im- 
mortal truth  and  beauty  of  the  models,  which 
long  since  inspired  him,  and  whose  charm  can 
never  be  exhausted.  Just  we  cannot  think  he  al- 
ways is  ;  but  what  he  says  is  always  genuine,  al- 
ways thoughtful  and  discriminating. 

The  book  before  us  is  the  carefully  digested 
record  of  an  enthusiastic  music-lover'a  tour 
through  Germany,  in  search  of  all  the  finest  op- 
portunities of  hearing  music,  of  meeting  musical 
celebrities,  and  studying  the  character  and  man- 
ners of  a  most  musical  people,  eked  out  with  the 
later  observations  of  an  of  course  somewhat  more 
fastidiously  critical  experience.  But  it  is  just 
this  mixture  of  fresh  spontaneous  enthusiasm, 
and  of  critical  severity,  which  makes  a  principal 
charm  of  the  book.  Its  contents  are  various, 
and  the  list  of  topics  appetizing  to  the  amateur 
of  music.  First  he  takes  us  to  the  Brunswick 
musical  festival  in  1839,  where  all  the  stir  and 
bustle  of  the  occasion,  all  the  peculiarities  and 
grotesqueness  of  German  life  are  sketched  in  in- 
cidentally with  a  vivid  and  a  loving  pencil.  The 
musical  feature  of  those  three  days  was  the  con- 
duetorship  and  the  piano  playing  and  the  artistic 
sway  and  magnetism  of  Mendelssohn.  And  it  is 
with  Mendelssohn  also,  the  last  days  of  Blendels- 
sohn,  that  the  book  ends.  We  have  already 
copied  largely  from  those  passages.  Chorley, 
like  all  musical  Englishmen  now-a-days,  is  swal- 
lowed up  in  Mendelssohn,  and  swears  by  him  in 
his  impatience  of  such  newer  lights  as  Schu- 
mann, Wagner,  Berlioz  and  Liszt.  But  his  ad- 
miration is   genuine   and  does   not  smack  of  so 


much  bigotry,  as  that  of  many  English  Mendels- 
sohnians,  who  seem  to  wish  to  appropriate  this 
god  of  their  idolatry  to  their  own  nation,  as  if 
England  had  picked  up  and  cherished  "  the  stone 
which  the  builders  (his  own  countrymen)  had 
rejected."  Verily  the  Germans  must  be  much 
amused  ! 

Ne.xt  he  takes  us  into  the  Harz  region,  and  de- 
scribes the  scenery  of  the  Bracken,  and  his  en- 
counters with  travelling  German  hurschen  and 
their  noisy  revels ;  and  tells  the  origin  and  history 
of  the  Liedertofeln  societies,  and  expatiates  on 
the  beauties  of  the  German  part-songs  and  their 
good  influence; — all  in  the  liveliest  manner. 

Arrived  in  Berlin  he  hears  and  discourses  on 
the  FreyscliiUz  and  the  genius  of  Weber,  talks 
pretty  plainly  about  the  boasted  German  prima 
donnas,  recalls  the  history  of  the  Opera  there, 
with  happy  characterizations  both  of  the  classical 
and  of  the  clap-trap  ichools  that  have  from  time 
to  time  reigned  upon  its  stage ;  and  above  all, 
gives  an  admirable  critical  appreciation  of  the 
operas  of  Gluok. 

Dresden  furnishes  such  texts  as  AVebcr's  Eu- 
ryantlie,  which  he  describes  at  length  ;  the  organ 
playing  of  old  Johann  Schneider ;  and  the  strange 
theories  and  stranger  operas  of  Richard  Wagner, 
whom  he  cannot  abide,  charging  even  the  over- 
ture to  Tannhauser  with  thinness  of  instrumenta- 
tion, and  the  whole  music  of  the  piece  with  noisi- 
ness and  dulness,  although  he  bj'  no  means  denies 
him  merit  as  the  poet  of  his  own  plots.  Yet  we 
cannot  but  think  Mr.  Chorley  prejudiced  and 
obstinately  determined  to  know  not  Wagner  nor 
anything  that  smacks  of  what  is  called  "  Young 
Germany."  Of  Robert  Schumann  he  can 
scarcely  speak  in  passing  without  uttering  some 
outrageous  thing.  This  is  the  more  strange, 
since  on  so  many  themes  his  criticism  is  so  gen- 
erously, if  severely  just.  Thus  the  entire  chap- 
ter which  he  de\'otes  to  the  music  of  Spohr, 
appears  to  us  a  model  of  sound  criticism,  and 
points  out  the  whole  rationale  of  that  learned  but 
manneristic  composer's  at  first  fascinating,  but 
soon  cloying  charm- 

At  Weimar  he  talks  of  Hummel ;  at  Leipsic 
he  describes  the  Gewandhaus  Concerts,  and  com- 
pares Bach  and  Handel,  with  an  English  leaning 
to  the  latter.  He  is  at  Bonn  at  the  Beethoven 
festival ;  at  Vienna  he  is  eloquent  about  Beetho- 
ven and  Franz  Schubert;  nor  could  his  book  be 
about  modern  German  music  and  not  full  of  these, 
its  master  spirits,  any  more  than  the  play  of 
Hamlet  could  be  performed  with  the  part  of 
Hamlet  left  out.  The  lover  of  Beethoven  will 
find  a  thousand  things  of  interest  in  these  chap- 
ters. 

But  it  is  useless  to  try  to  follow  the  author  here 
through  such  a  bewildering  wealth  of  topics 
sweet  to  souls  baptized  into  the  sacred  love 
of  symphony  and  song.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
almost  all  the  notabilities  of  modern  German 
music  figure  in  these  pages.  Most  of  them  are 
presented  in  a  genial  and  appreciative  light;  but 
in  some  cases  personal  antipathies  appear  to  blind 
the  writer.  On  Wagnerism,  we  may  not  fully 
judge  him  here,  not  having  ourselves  heard.  But 
we  have  heard  Lind  and  Sontag  sing;  we  have 
heard  them  both  sing  Mozart's  heavenly  melodies, 
such  as  the  Deli  vieni  from  his  Figaro  ;  and  we  are 
surprised  to  hear  Mr.  Chorley  charge  the  Lind 
with  singing  them  in  a  sophisticated,  over-orna- 
mented manner,  while  Mme.   Sontag  alone  gave 
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them  in  their  purltj-  and  in  their  heartfelt  sim- 
plicity. Here  the  comparison  was  certainly  pre- 
cisely the  reverse. 

But  our  chief  end  in  thus  dwelling  upon  Mr. 
Chorley's  book  was  to  induce  our  readers  to  pro- 
cure and  read  it ;  and  to  suggest  to  some  of  our 
own  publishers  whether  it  might  not  prove  a  good 
speculation,  as  it  would  certainly  be  a  public  be- 
nefit, in  this  musically  curious  community,  to  re- 
print it  in  less  costly  volumes  here. 


i). 


Wiiliain  Mason's  Concerts. 

Mr.  Mason,  as  our  readers  are  already  inform- 
ed, commences  his  career  here  in  his  native  city, — 
his  first  concert  being  fixed  for  Tuesday  evening, 
October  3cL  This  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case  will  take  place  in  one  of  the  large  music 
halls,  to  accommodate  the  numbers  who  will  of 
course  desire  to  welcome  him  and  to  witness  his 
debut  at  home ;  although  in  such  a  hall  the  artist 
has  to  sacrifice  somewhat  of  the  effect  of  his  in- 
strument. It  is  hoped,  however,  that  on  his  re- 
turn from  his  first  concert  tour  our  young  towns- 
man will  contribute  his  part  to  the  sum  of  those 
more  select  and  classical  chamber  concerts,  which 
constitute  the  best  part  of  our  musical  seasons. 
Why  will  not  he  and  others  of  our  most  accom- 
plished pianists,  who  have  a  true  sentiment  for 
Art,  and  who  know  how  to  interpret  the  true  tone- 
poems,  combine  their  forces  some  time  in  a  series 
of  historical  specimens  and  illustrations  of  the 
best  composers  for  the  piano,  from  Bach  and  Han- 
del gradually  down  to  Liszt  and  Chopin,  and  the 
most  modern  ?  We  certainly  have  an  audience 
of  a  few  hondreda  who  would  eagerly  seek  in- 
struction and  rare  entertainment  in  such  a  course. 
We  propose  it  as  a  problem  to  our  pianists,  ready 
and  able  as  they  are  to  do  a  good  thing,  and  who 
well  know  that  "star"  concerts  of  piano  music, 
in  large  halls,  for  any  length  of  time,  are  not  a 
good  thing,  either  for  public  taste  or  private  pro- 
fit. There  is  another  of  our  young  townsmen 
just  returned,  Mr.  J.  C.  D.  Parker,  who,  from 
all  accounts  is  also  a  verj'  competent  pianist  of  the 
solid,  classical  school.  And  there  is  Mr.  Dresel, 
soon  expected  back,  who  by  all  the  best  faculties 
of  an  artist,  exerted  in  the  most  genuine  and  in- 
spiring modes  of  Art  for  the  two  winters  past,  has 
made  it  impossible  for  us  henceforth  to  hold  such 
social  communings  with  Beethoven  and  Mendels- 
sohn and  Ghopin  without  thought  of  him.  And 
there  is  Mr.  Trenkle,  and  others  whom  we  need 
not  name. 

But  to  return  to  the  matter  in  hand.  Mr.  Ma- 
son's programme  is  not  yet  entirely  settled ;  but  we 
can  assure  our  readers  that  it  will  include  a  rare 
variety,  so  as  exhibit  all  the  strength  and  delicacy, 
all  the  bravura  and  poetry  and  feeling  of  his  play- 
ing. Among  the  pieces  contemplated  are  a- So- 
nata of  Beethoven  ;  some  impromptu,  notturno, 
or  ballad  of  Chopin  ;  a  fugue  of  Handel ;  one  or 
two  fantasias  of  "the  prodigious  school,"  such  as 
that  on  the  Prophele,  or  the  Hungarian  fantasy 
by  Listz  ;  dreamlike  little  fancies  by  Schumann  ; 
the  "  Winter's  Tale,"  a  rhapsody  by  Dreysehock; 
some  of  the  elegant  productions  of  Stephen  Hel- 
ler ;  besides  something  original.  The  programme 
will  appear  next  week.  Meanwhile  we  take 
pleasure  in  presenting  the  following  communica- 
tion. It  will  be  recognized  as  from  a  source 
whose  commendation  in  such  matters  has  always 
carried  weight  with  it  in  this  community  ;  as  from 
one  who  many  years  presided  over  the  organiza- 


tion which  was  so  eiTeetual  in  inspiring  the  first 
love  for  Beethoven's  symphonies  and  for  all  great 
instrumental  music  in  this  city,  and  who  from  long 
and  active  interest  in  music  as  an  educational 
matter  among  us,  may  justly  hail  tfeese  brilliant 
fruits  of  seed  sown  years  ago. 

WTLt.TAM    MASON. 

We  observe  a  concert  is  announced  to  be  given 
by  one  of  our  own  race  of  musicians  ;  a  Boston 
boy,  who,  from  infancy,  has  lived  in  an  atmos- 
phere of  music,  and  who  after  acquiring  all  which 
natural  impulse  and  home  education  could  give, 
has  spent  some  years  in  perfecting  his  knowledge 
and  skill  under  the  best  instruction  that  Europe 
could  afford.  All  this,  to  be  sure,  would  be  of 
little  avail  without  the  inspiration  of  original  tal- 
ent, and  that  devotion  to  ideal  excellence,  which 
are  as  necessary  to  perfection  in  musical  art,  as  is 
a  certain  peculiar,  delicate,  nervous  organization. 
But  it  will  be  a  source  of  mingled  piide  and 
pleasure  to  Bostonians  to  observe  and  to  proclaim 
the  rare  accomplishment  of  Mr.  William  Mason 
in  the  brilliancy  and  elfect  with  which  he  touches 
the  piano. 

There  is  a  peculiar  propriety  in  having  an  artist 
of  our  own,  to  display  the  merits  of  instruments 
made  here  with  such  perfection  as  to  yield  to  no 
superior.  Our  manufacturers  can  challenge  Eu- 
rope in  the  trial  of  excellence  ;  and  there  will  be 
but  one  who  would  seriously  contest  their  claims, 
Erard  is  the  only  man  who  can  dispute  the  snpe- 
riority  of  our  Chickerings,  Hallet  and  Davis,  and 
others,  who  are  an  honor  to  our  city,  and  who 
exemplify  our  progress  in  the  manufacture  of  mu- 
sical instruments.  In  this  state  of  things  it  is 
productive  of  no  small  pleasure,  from  the  mere 
perception  of  the  fitness  of  things,  that  a  Boston 
player  should  be  found  adeqnate  to  give  the  best 
effect  to  the  best  instruments  ;  and  all  who  attend 
the  concert  announced  by  Mr.  Mason  will,  we  are 
satislied,  be  convinced  that  in  the  most  important 
qualities  of  piano-forte  concert  playing,  we  have 
never  had  a  performer  here,  who  could  carry 
away  the  victory  from  him.  This,  we  are  well 
aware,  sounds  like  very  extravagant  praise,  not 
to  say  puffing.  But  we  are  perfectly  willing  to 
appeal  to  the  decision  of  competent  critics,  after 
bis  first  public  performance.  We  have  never 
heard  such  delicacy  and  clearness,  mingled  with 
such  brilliancy  and  volume  of  tone  from  the  piano, 
as  when  we  listened  to  him.  We  have  heard  the 
sentiment  of  Kossovvsky's  delicate  imagination, 
the  somewhat  dry  accuracy  of  Rakeman,  the 
noisy  rattle  of  De  Meyer,  the  lively  and  beautiful 
spirit  of  Jael  ; — but  for  variety  of  effect,  for  the 
combination  of  desirable  qualities,  for  power,  and 
softness,  clearness  and  rapidity,  liqusdness  and  vig- 
or, we  think  Mr.  Mason  will  be  appreciated  by  our 
public  more  highly  than  either  of  the  very  emi- 
nent players  we  have  named. 

We  are  aware  that  praise  awarded  beforehand 
is  apt  to  prejudice  the  public  against  the  applicant 
for  its  favor,  rather  than  for  him  ;  and  we  prove 
our  self-reliance,  perhaps,  rather  than  our  discre- 
tion, in  expressing  an  opinion  which  can  derive 
weight  only  from  general  agreement.  But  we 
take  the  risk  without  the  slightest  misgiving  ;  and 
if  Mr.  Mason  does  not  produce  the  effect  we  pro- 
phecy for  him,  we  will  never  undertake  again  to 
predict  a  decision  of  the  Boston  public,     e.  a.  s. 


Poems.    By  Thomas  William  Paksons.'  Boston: 
Ticknor,  Reed  &  Fields. 

With  this  polite  and  unpretending  face,  a  new  min- 
strel comes  before  ns,  just  as  the  fiilling  leaves,  too 
early  smitten,  begin  to  warn  the  forest  warblers  off  to 
warmer  climes.     Nor  do  his  songs  belie  the  promise 


of  his  most  urbane  address.  His  are  no  "  wood  notes 
wild."  He  wooes  our  ears  with  strains  on  which  our 
English  Cowley  or  the  world's  Horace  would  have 
smiled.  No  modern  mockei-y  shall  forbid  the  fine  old 
commendation  which  rose  to  our  lips  when  we  laid 
down  this  volume.  "  These  are  the  poems  of  a  gen- 
tleman and  a  scholar."  Such  indeed  they  are.  JEs 
that  faint  praise  f  Alas  for  the  age  which  thinks  it 
so  ;  There  is  a  virtue  in  that  courtly  phrase  which 
may  be  clouded  over  for  a  time,  but  shall  never  be 
extinguished.  A  large-hearted  gentleman,  and  a 
large-minded  scholar,  our  new  poet  surely  is.  For 
beneath  the  gentle  elegance  and  the  scholastic  finish 
which  first  catch  the  eye  of  him  who  fitly  reads  the 
verses  o(  Mr.  Parsons,  a  genial  nature  glows,  and'  a 
quick  thought  stirs.  Our  new  poet,  we  call  Mr. 
Parsons,  for  though  there  were  not  a  few  who  had 
long  kno'wn  and  marked  his  worthy  service  of  the 
Muse,  the  world  at  large  (for  which,  of  course,  like 
a  self-satisfied  critic  as  we  are,  we  assume  to  speak,) 
is  now  first  sum-moned  to  his  singing. 

And  strange  it  will  seem,  we  doubt  not,  to  many, 
that  one  so  gifted  with  the  poet's  eye  and  ear,  and 
whose  numbers  range  so  freely  "  from  grave  to  gay, 
from  lively  to  sevei-e,"  should  have  given  ns  now  a 
first  volume  so  moderate  in  size.  The  e.xplanation 
of  this  phenomenon,  as  we  may  justly  call  it,  is  to  be 
sought  in  tlie  fastidious  spirit  which  the  book  reveals, 
and  in  the  complete  finish  which  the  artist  has  given 
to  the  works  from  whieb  he  has  thrown  aside  the  veil. 
It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  no  American  poet  has 
ever  surpassed  Mr.  Parsons  in  the  modulation  of  his 
verse.  His  decasyllabics  are  worthy  the  age  of  Anne, 
and  the  "  maiden's  hearing "  must  be  rather  hard 
which  conld  find  more  sweetness  in  the  strains  "sung 
by  the  Rhine,"  than  in  the  flow  of  Mr.  Parsons's 
"  Campanile  di  Pisa."  And  here  is  a  "  Song  for 
September,"  in  which  the  sensitive  ear  of  an  accom- 
plished friend  of  ours  caught  a  graceful  and  "  cun- 
ning" change  which  will  perhaps  escape  you,  reader, 
on  your  first  esj-eless  reading,  (as,  indeed,  it  ought  to.) 

"  September  strews  the  woodlandi  o'er 

With  many  a  brilliant  color; 
The  world  is  brighter  than  before — 

Why  should  our  hearts  be  duller? 
Sorrow  and  the  scarlet  leaf. 

Sad  thoiTghts  and  sunny  weather, 
Ah  me!  this  glory  and  this  grief 

Agree  not  well  together. 

This  is  the  parting  season — tliis 

The  time  when  friends  are  tlying; 
And  lovers  now,  with  man3'  a  kiss. 

Their  long  farewells  are  sighing. 
Why  is  earth  so  gaily  drest  ? 

This  pomp  that  autumn  beareth 
A  funeral  seems,  where  every  guest 

A  bridal  garment  wearetll. 

Each  one  of  us,  perchance,  may  here. 

On  some  blue  morn  hereafter, 
Return  to  view  tire  gaud}'  year. 

But  not  with  boyish  laughter: 
V/e  shall  then  be  wrinkled  men, 

Our  brows  with  silver  lapen. 
And  thou  this  glen  mayst  seek  again, 

But  nevermore  a  maiden ! 

Nature  perhaps  foresees  that  Spring 

"Will  touch  her  teeming  bosom. 
And  that  a  few  brief  months  will  bring 

The  bird,  the  bee,  the  blossom; 
Ah !  these  forests  bo  not  know — 

Or  would  less  brightly  wither — 
The  virgin  that  adorns  them  so 

Will  never  more  come  hither!" 

So  very  masterly  indeed  is  Mr.  Parsons's  versifi- 
cation, that  of  itself,  it  would  have  sufficed  to  stamp 
an  indivicfual  character  upon  his  works.  Whoever 
is  really  master  of  any  art  in  its  technical  details, 
cannot  fail  of  giving  a  genuine  originality  to  his  pro- 
ductions.   But  Mr.  Parsons's  well-trained  Pegasus 
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lacks  not  "  a  proud  rider  for  so  proud  a  back."  It 
were  better  for  a  poet,  as  a  poet,  to  saj  well  things 
that  were  ill  ^vorth  saying,  than  to  say  ill  the  best 
things  in  the  world.  What  Mr.  Parsons  says,  how- 
ever, while  it  is  sure  to  be  well  said,  is  apt  to  be  worth 
saying.  His  philosophy  is  Italian,  but  the  pleasant 
Paganism  of  liis  thought  has  been  dashed  with  New 
England  intensities,  and  there  is  no  mistaking  his 
nationality.  If  the  Lotus  were  a  common  weed  with 
OS,  we  should  say  that  the  "travelling  Englishman," 
who  writes  to  Rogers  and  the  rest,  must  have  eaten 
our  lotus  soon  after  reacliing  "Holt's  Hotel."  Per- 
haps it  would  be  as  well  to  say,  "  must  have  chewed 
our  tobacco." 

A  quaint  humor  ol  his  own  Mr.  Parsons  has 
and  a  pathos  too,  as  tender  as  his  humor  is  quaint. 
There  is  a  touch  of  the  olden  time  in  both,  a  mel- 
low endearing  touch  which  suggests,  without  re- 
calling, the  courtly  singers  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  Our  poet's  wine  is  of  the  true  "  Mer- 
maid Tavern"  tap.  Suckling,  and  Denham,  and 
Herrick  and  "  rare  Ben  "  himself  would  have 
joined  in  that  anthem  to  "  Saint  PtSray  !  "  And 
now  that  times  and  seas  alike  have  passed  away 
for  those  sweet  souls,  they  would  doubtless  admit 
bright-hearted  old  Reditoo,  "of  their  crew,'  and 
even  wink  in  kindness  on  his  foible,  when  he 
chilled  the  noble  juice  with  some  "  allaying 
Rhone." 

We  have  no  space  to  speak  of  the  various  poems 
in  which  Mr.  Parsons's  peculiar  powers  seem  to  us 
most  perfectly  displayed.  Nor  need  we  do  so. 
What  could  we  say  for  them  which  they  cannot 
say  much  better  for  themselves?  The  stately 
elegy,  the  finished  translation,  the  dainty  compli- 
ment, the  humorous  eclogue,  the  touching  lament, 
the  graceful  ballad,  all  are  there,  and  as  the  fendal 
motto  hath  it   "  They  will  maintain  !  " 

Go  to  them,  gentle  reader  ;  and  if  the  knowledge 
of  their  being  and  their  worth  shall  first  have 
reached  you,  belated  in  some  inland  dell,  or  on  the 
beach  that  sounds  with  Autumn's  gathering  storms, 
through  our  prevailing  trump,  why  then  remem- 
ber us  hereafter  in  all  your  orisons,  and  most  of 
all  when  you  approach  the  crystal  shrines  of  those 
wise  Saints  of  France,  Peray,  the  sparkling  patron 
of  the  arrowy  Rhone,  and  Julien,  the  calm  friend 
of  travellers  by  the  broad  Garonne  !  ir. 

WILLIAM    MASON" 

will' give 

JuA       <^  Slp  JKS   <!&^  Ma  £mi  m.  ^ 

AT   THE 

TREMONT  TEMPLE, 
On  Tuesday  Evening,  October  3d, 

On  which  occasion  he  will  be  assisted  by  the 
BROTHERS    M  OLL  E  N  H  A.U  E  R  , 

The  distinguished  and  popular  Violinists,  late  of  Jullien'a 
Orchestra. 

D:i7*The  price  of  admission  will  be  Fifty  Cents. 
Further  particulars  hereafter. 

Mr.    OTTO    DRESEIi 

TVill  return  to  Boston  by  the  first  of  October,  when  he  will  be 
prepared  to  receive  pupils  on  the  piano-forte. 
Address  meanwhile  at  this  office. 

MR.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Org;in  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Uayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

Sept  23  tf. 

G.    ANDRE   &o   CO. 
FOREIGN     MUSIC     DEPOT, 

GIRARD    HOUSE    BUILDINGS, 

NINTH  BTHEET,   above   CHESTNUT, 

July  1  PHILADELPinA. 


THE  HALLELUJAH. 

LOWELL   MASON'S    N  EV^   WORK 

5s  ebot;v  fS-earty. 

IT  COKTAIK-S  WEARK-Y  1,100  PlFCES, 

And  is   the   most  exfcrisive  cnllcction  of  the  kind  evor  pub- 
lished.   There  are 

Tunes  of  120  Metres, 

AS   WELL   AS 

More  than  70  Anthems, 

and  nther  Set  Piece?,  beside*:  numerous  Chants.  IN  THE 
SINGIXG-SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT,  which  is  more  extensive 
and  complete  than  in  any  similar  work,  there  are 

340  Exercises,  Rounds,  Glees,  fee. 

And  an  entirely  new  feature,  entitled 

Musical  Wotation  in  a  !N"utsheIl, 

will  be  found  most  valuable  for  short  schools. 
In  connection  with  nearly  all  the  tunes 

Instrumental  Interludes 

are  printed,  and,  in  some  cases,  ncrompanimeuts  throughout. 

The  music  of  the  HALLELUJAH  more  nearly  resembles 
that  of 

Carmina  Sacra 

in  its  general  characteristics,  as  being  pleasing,  practicable 
and  durable. 

Price  in  Now  York,  S7,50  per  dozen,  cash. 

Teachers  and  Leaders  of  Choirs  can  have  each  a  single  copy 
Bent  for  examination  by  mail,  post-paid,  on  remitting  us  sixty 
cents. 

PUBLISHED  BY 

MASON  BEOTHEES,  23  Park  Eow,  H.  Y. 

B.  B.  MTJSSEY  &  CO.  29  Coriiliill,  Boston. 
Sept  23  3fc 

NE  W  EDITION  READ  K 

MAKX'S  MUSICAL   COMPOSITION. 

TRANSLATED   AND  EDITED 

BY   HERRMAN   S.    SARONI. 

FIFTH  AMERICAN  EDITION, 

WITH   AN    APPENDIX    AND  NOTES, 

BY    EMILIUS    GIRAC, 

OF   THE  CONSERVATORY  OF   PARIS. 

ENCOURAGED  by  the  success  of  this  valuable  treatise, 
the  publishers  have  at  great  expense  had  this  new  edition 
prepared,  and  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  .Mr  Rirac's  valuable 
Appendix  and  Notes.  Mr.  Girac  has  unfolded  the  precepts  of 
composition  with  as  much  brevity  as  possible,  ilUisfcratin-' 
them  most  fully  with  a  great  number  of  musical  examples'. 
An  extract  from  Mr.  Gir.ac's  introduction  will  give  some  idea 
of  the  nature  of  his  work : 

"Though  these  Appendixes  have  been  composed  to  be  ex- 
planatory commentaries  to  the  large  treatise  of  Marx,  yet  they 
form  a  whole  in  themselves,  and  from  the  treatment  of  the 
triad  down  to  the  passing-notes,  where  they  break  off,  they 
form  a  compendium  of  the  matters  contained  in  them,  in 
which  nothing  necessary  to  the  instruction  of  the  pupil  his 
been  omitted.  They  have  another  advantage;  they  offer  the 
teacher  of  harmony  a  text-book  in  which  the  fundamental 
laws  of  harmony  have  been  laid  down,  so  that  he  will  have  no 
other  task  to  perform  than  to  direct  and  superintend  the  work 
of  his  pupil,  being  thus  relieved  from  giving,  himself,  but 
very  few  directions." 

The  introduction  also  gives  full  and  able  directions  to  the 
student  how  to  study  the  work  of  Dr.  Marx,  in  connection 
with  tbo  appendixes,  thus  adapting  the  woi-k  to  such  as  can 
not  obtain  the  services  of  a  teacher. 

MARX'S  MUSICAL  COMPOSITION,  with  GIRAC'S  AP- 
PENDIX, is  now  issued  in  a  large  octavo  volume  of  nearly 
600  puges,  and  is  elegantly  bound  in  cloth.  Price,  gS3.  Post- 
age, 34  cents. 

For  the  use  of  those  who  already  own  a  former  edition  of 
Mahx's  Musical  Composition,  we  have  published  a  separate 
edition  of 

GIRAC'S    APPENDIX, 
elegantly  bound  in  cloth.    By  procuring  this  appendix,  owners 
of  any  previous  edition  of  Dr.  Marx's  work  can  complete  their 
copy.    Price,  Si- 
Address,  MASON  BROTHERS, 

23  Park  Row,  New  York. 


R.    aAEBETT, 
PROFESSOR    OP    MUSIC, 

Informs  his  friends  and  the  public,  that,  having  rerurncd  from 
Europe,  he  is  prepared  to  give  instruction  on  the  Organ,  Piano 
Forte,  Violin,  Violoncello,  and  Contra-Basso  :  also  in  Compo- 
sition and  Arrangement.  Organs  and  Piano-Fortes  tuned. 
Music  arranged  and  tninfiposed  to  order. 

[i:7=*Resideuce,  No.  36  Shawmut  Avenue.  Sept  23    3ai 

SIGNOR  CORE3:i]lfjI  begs  leave  to  announce  that  he 
proposes,  during  the  coming  season,  to  give  instruction  in 
SOLFEGGIO  to  Young  Ladies  in  Classes,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Messrs.  Chickerlno,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays, 
Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 
Signor  Corelli  has  removed  to  No  47  Hancock  Street,  where 
henceforth  he  may  be  addressed  ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
at  the  Messrs.  Chichering's  Rooms.  Sept  9 


Mile  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

Begs  leave  to  annonnce  that  she  has  returned  from  the  country, 
and  is  now  prepared  to  resume 

INSTRCTCTION  ON  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Mile.  G.  D.  may  be  addressed  at 

Sept  16    3m  55  HANCOCK  STREET. 

MUSICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

CMlTj  ZERRAHIV. -of  the  late  Germania  Musical  So- 
ciety, b'-gs  leave  to  acquaint  hi?  friends  and  the  musical 
public  of  Bo.'fton,  that  he  will  in  future  devote  his  attcnrion  to 
giving  instruction  on  the  FLUTE  and  PI  ANO-FOllTE,  and 
hopes  to  receive  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  musical  commu- 
nity. 

Carl  Zerrnbn  would  also  inform  those  amateurs  wlio  are 
sufficiently  advanced  in  cla-'sical  music,  that  he  has  a  number 
of  the  finest  Sonatas,  of  the  great  masters,  expressly  composed 
for  Piano  and  Flute,  which  he  will  be  pleased  to  perform  with 
those  desiring  to  perfect  themselves  in  this  class  of  beautiful 
and  instructive  music. 

Carl  Zerrahn  mav  be  addressed  at  the  Winthrop  House,  or 
at  tlie  music  stores  of  G.  P.  Reed  &  Co.,  E.  U.  Wade,  and  N. 
Richardson.  Sept  16    8t 

ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 

TEACHER    OF    THE    PIANO-FORTE. 

Residence,   S4r    Fln«k;ney    Street. 

Sept  16  tf 

XffISS  FANNY  PRAZER, 

Has  the  pleasure  to  inform  her  Pupils  and  Friends  that  she 
has  returned  to  the  city,  and  will  be  prepared  to  resume  in- 
struction in  SINGING  and  the  PIANO-FORTE,  on  and  after 
October  1st.  Communications  may  be  left  with  Messrs.  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  or  at  her  residence, 

"Pavilion,"  Tremont  Street.  Sept  16 

F.    F.    MtJLLEE, 

DTRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old   South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  k  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Resilience,  No.  3  "Wiaitei"  Place,  Boston. 

Sept  16  Sm 

SIGNOR  ATTGUSTO  BENDELARI,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  cla.ss  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tnesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickcring  have  kindly  offered  tlie  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  great 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augdsto  Bendelari,  at  the 
Vl'inthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Cbickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

REFERENCES. 

Rev.  Sam'I  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G-  Ward,  Esq. 

Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq.  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

Sept  9 

WILLIAM   BERGER, 
FHll>lisSii«B'  asiml  Isnporter  of  Music, 

No.  83  West  4th  Street,  Ciucinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on   hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MUSIC,    for  sale   at  Eastern   prices.      New 
Blusic  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.     A  liberal 
discount  granted   to  Teachers.    All  orders  j)romptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
ICr'  A  Catalogue  is  in  preparation.  Aug26 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr   0.  DTTSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

REFERENCES. 


John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

0.  Ditson,  Esq. 

N.  Richardson,  Esq. 

A.  Berry,  Esq.  28  Pearl  st. 

J.  A.  Hanson,  Esq.,  6  Bath  st. 

H.  Crocker,  Esq.  6  Shawmut  av. 


Mrs.  Farnham, 

6  Copeland  st.  Roxbury. 
Epes  Sargent,  Esq. 
Kev.  Mr.  Huntington. 
Hon.  J.  J.  Clarke,  27  State  st. 
Julyl 


Mr.    THOMAS    RYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  pupils  that  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  tlie  season,  and  is  prepared  to  give  instruction 
on  the  PIANO,  FI.UIE.  CLARTNET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
THOllOUOn  BASS.  Applications  may  be  made  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  19  Franlilin  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  music  store. 
Sept  16 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GEKMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
tho  PIANO-t'OUTE,  and  in  the  Theoki  of  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 

GOyERNESS. 

A  GERMAN  LADY,  ivlto  has  taught  for  several  years  in 
this  country  tho  English  branches,  German,  French,  and 
Drawing,  wishes  a  situatinn  as  Governess.  She  refers  to  Mrs. 
C.  K.  Lowell.  Sept  23    3t 


^' 


DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


% 


€) 
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In  all  its  various  brancb.es, 

NEATLY    AINTD    PROMPTLY   EXECUTED, 

BY    EDWAIiD    L.    BALCH, 

©ftuE  Kourual  of  ^usu,  Ko.  21  ^:f)ooI  ^t- 

The  MEDAL  AND  DIPLOMA  awarded  him  by  the  Mnss. 
Charitable  Meclianic  Association  for  superior  woi'kBianshipj 
may  be  seen  at  his  office. 

O^  MUSIC    prepai'ed  for    Stei-eotypiiig- 

NOW     READY, 

THE   GREAT   WOSK   OF   THE   YEAE, 

MOORE'S 

COMPLETE  E]^C"SrCX,©PJEI>IA 

S/E  TJ  IS  3:  c? . 

A  TTork  ^Tvhich  has  cost  the  indefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
BO  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
every  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  Hie  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4000   MUSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

X  Com\>\ctc  Dictiouavy  of  ovev 

6000    MUSICAL    TERMS, 

With,  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIENCE    OP    MUSIC, 

rrom  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

"With  the  da'ea  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOROUGH  BASS,  &c.  &c. 

A  Book,  intended  to  cover  tlae  "W'lioSe 

of  Bliisscal  Science. 

JOHN   P.    JEWETT    Sr    CO. 
PUBLISHERS, 

July  29  B  O  S  T  O  IV  . 

JUST     PUBLISHED, 

IMMORTELLE,  by  A.  GoCKEl,,  38  cts. 
CUPID'S  POLKA,  by  CHARLts  Treibar,  25  cts. 
MAZODRKA,  by  H.  A    Wollenbaopt,  38  cts. 
VALSE  SMRIENNE,  by  H.  A.  Wolxenhadpt. 


Sept  9 


MEYER  <fc  TRETBAR,  Buffalo,  N.  T. 


E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEA.CH-E'R  OIF  TME  S>VA.?iii»  AKB  ORGAN. 

K^TEKMS   BIODEEATE. 

Eesidence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Ueference,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACIIEK     OF     MUSIC, 

365  WasIjtiaigtoM  Street,  BostoHio 


NATHAN    RICHARHSON, 
IMPORTER,  PUBLISHER  &.  DEALER 


Oct.  16. 


8m 


Oei'mania.  Serenade  Baajd. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E.  TELTOW,  Agent. 
iil^tf  30  Payette  Street, 


CHICKERINO    &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


■^^^AREItOOBIS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


iForeifiii  &■  glnttncan  JMitstt, 

Piano-Fortes,  Organs,  Melodeons,  Sic. 

Also,  Publiylier  of  the  celebrated 

'llflkni  Btlml  for  tljo  |p.ntnff-|'0rtc/ 

AND 

'  Elements  of  Music  at  Sight.' 

Nciv  Music 

PUnLISIIKD   DAILY,   AT   THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANQE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

[ni^  All  my  puhlieatioDS  can  be  obtained  at  Wholesale  and 
Retail  of  J.  F.  PKTRI,  my  Agent  for  Baltimore  and  vicinity. 

GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 

Mo.   3    ^yiKTEIS    STKEET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 
WARRANTED 
.     IN    EVERY    PAKTICULAR. 

Sept  2  3m 


A.    W.    FKENZEL 

^\'ill  resume  his 

I2«'ST3GltrGTXO'\r    0\     THE    PIA^0«F011TE, 

On  or  before  October  1st. 

Order?  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Co. 
N.  Richardson,  or  E   11.  Wade.  Aug26 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

TUE   ENTIRE   AND    l?iIMlT.A.BLE   ALLEGORY    OF 

THB    PILGRim-'S    PRCGKBSSj 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containiiig  2S0  human  figures,  be.-ides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  pa.'^sed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  produrtion  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  b\'  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JE"WETT,  PublisHaer. 

GEO.  E.  STCKELS  is  the  only  AUTnoRtzED  Agest  for  Bos- 
TojJ.  His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Alsu — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

I3LP0KTEK   A^'D   DEALER   IN 

Englisli,  Erencli,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

No.  13  TreiKioiit  R.o'k-',  Boston. 

%*    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 
16  tf 

MEYER   &   TRETBAR, 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

Impomrs  of  ^Ijortign  |fi«stc  antt  |!«blxsl)frs, 

Keep  a  large  and  well  selected  s-tock  of  both  Foreign  and 
American  Music  By  our  direct  and  regular  engagements 
with  the  principiil  publishing  houses  in  Europe,  we  are  ena- 
bled to  supply 

MUSIC-OEAIiERS  WITH  FOREIGN  MUSIC, 

on  as  favorable  terms  as  any  other  house  in  the  United  States. 

DII?^  Sole  Agents  in  the  United  St;ites  for  the  wi-ll  known 
puijlishing  house  of  G-.  M.  MEYER.  Jr.  of  Brunswick, 
Germany,  {on  whose  publii^ations  we  grunt  the  most  profitable 
discount,)  whereof  we  particularly  mention  a  flue  collection  of 
0UVE11TURE3  arranged  for  the  Piano-Korte  as  Solo  and 
Duet,  the  favorite  works  of  FKSOA.  LITOLfF,  WINKLER, 
&c.,  a  complete  edition  (if  BEETHOVEN'S  works  for  Piano- 
Forte,  including  all  the  TKIUS,  QUATUOUJ,  SINFON'IES, 
&c.,  arranged  by  L.  \V'INKLEll.  Also,  the  last  compositions 
of  LISZT.  BRUNNER,  SPINDLER,  HENRY  CRAMER,  &c. 

Catalogues  of  G.  M.  Meyer's  publications  forwarded  gratis 
to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  if  desired,  by 

MEYER  £i.  TRETBAR, 
Augl2  3m  304  Main  St-  Buffalo. 


TAYLOE'S  PIANO  FORTE  FOR  BEGINNERS. 

FIRST   STEPS    TO   THE  PIANO  FORTE;    bMng  an    Ele- 
mentary   Catechism    for    Beginners.      By    GEORGE    G. 
TAYLOR,    Teacher  of   the    Piano   Forte,   Harp  and   Violin. 
Price  75  cents.     Usual  deduction  to  the  trade.     For  sale  by 
F.  .J.  HUNTINGTON,  23  Park  Row,  New  York. 
WM.  D.  SULLIVAN,  Madison,  Ga. 

MUSICAL  NOTICE. 

T,  BRICHER,  Teacher  of  the  Organ,  Piano-Forte  and 
Singing,  having  closed  his  connection  as  Organist  of  the  Bow- 
doin  Sijuare  Church,  has  removed  to  No.  7)4  Tremont  Row, 
where  he  will  be  happy  to  recoi'^e  applications  for  his  services 
as  Organist  and  Teacher  of  Music.  je  24 

HE'WS'    PATENT 
AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE:. 

TriE  MANUFACTUREK  is  in  possession  of  nnmeron.x  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  jpreatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  IIEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER   AND   DEALER   IN 
PIANO    FO  RTES, 

No.  344   Washington   Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  i^  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

MANUEL  PENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MDSIC-EOOM,  No.  17  Geat's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 

aud  Summer  Streets. 

Htferences. 

Messrs.  CmcKEErao,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Puxchard,  Boston. 

Messrs.  George  Peabody,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.     3m. 

PIANIST   AND   TEACHER   OF   MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  N.A,TUAN  llicnAitDSONj  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

References  :— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  Sc. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

PRINCE  &  CO;S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  vaiiety.  from  S45  to  S150,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  chunh  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  aud  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 

G.    P.    REED   iSz   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sept.  2  Sole  Agents  for  Prince  §•  Co  '5  Melodeons. 

ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TBACHER  OF   THE  PIAWO-FORTE. 

Application  can  he  made  at  Heed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Roxhury  Sept  9 

H.    S.    CUTiiER, 

#iirgEBi0t    ekJi    ®?ac|ijr    of    ^ugft, 

MUSIC  EOOM  UNDER  CHDRCH  OF  THE  ADVENT. 
Sept  9  tf 

ASOPKAICO  SIWGEK.— A  Young  Lady  desires  a 
place  as  Soprano  in  a  Quartet  Choir  in  one  of  the  churches 
in  this  city.  A  rare  opportunity  may  be  heard  of  by  inquiring 
at  this  oftice.  July  22. 

J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE   PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  or  Tbeo. 
T.  Barker.  3  mos.  Dec    3. 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  TUE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,GUITAR, 

"Z  Seneca  St.,  corner  Harrsson  Avenue. 

T^/FR.   De  RIEAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 

IVi  Flute.    Also  MUSIC  ARRA^'GED,  TRANSPOSED,  &c. 

Boston,  April  23.  3m 

J.    TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Residence  No.  56  Kueeland  Street. 

Oct.  8.    3m 


'jgiiinarii  31.  Balft),      3ltttM-f  itsg,  fflusif  anit  3oii  ^rmtm£-®ffm,      Wa.  21  Zilaal  &i.- 
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VOL.    V. 


BOSTON,    SATURDAY,    SEPTEMBER    30,    1854. 


NO.   26. 


PUBLISHED  EVERT  SATURDAY. 

TEEMS    JBT  MAIL,....S2    PEK   ANNUM, 


CAKKIER,   $2.50 


•  IN  ADVANCE. 


ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Mnsic,  but  with 
glances  at  the  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  Literature  ; 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  Keviews  of  Concerts^ 
Oratorios,  Operas  ;  with  time!}'  Analyses  of  the  notable  \yorks 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  Jlu.sic  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  siguificant  Musical  News  from  all  parts ;  gathered  from 
English,  Germ.an,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essays  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instru- 
ments, theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  ;  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
Social,  and  Religious  bearings  ;  on  Music  in  the  Church,  the 
Concert-room,  the  Theatre,  the  Chamber,  and  the  Street,  &c. 
6.  Translations  from  the  best  German  and  French  writers  upon 
Music  and  Art.  7.  Occasional  Notices  of  Sculpture,  Painting, 
Architecture,  Poetry,  ^Esthetic  Books,  the  Drama,  &c.  — 
y.  Original  and  Selected  Poems,  short  Tales,  Anecdotes,  &c. 

[C?^  iiack  numbers,  from  the  commencement,  can  be  fur- 
nished.    Abjo  bound  copies  of  the  first  two  years. 

Postage,  if  paid  in  advance^  for  any  distance  within  the 
State,  Ikinten  ctnt!^  a  year ;  if  not  in  advance,  twenlt/six 
cents.    To  all  places  beyond  the  State,  double  these  rates. 


J.  S.  DWIGHT, EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR. 

EDWARD  L.  BALCH,  PRINTER. 
tiy  OFFICE,     No.    21    School    Street,    Boston. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS    RECEIVED 

At  the  OFFICE  OF  l'UBLIC.'VTI0N,21  School  St. 

By    NATHAN  KIWI AllDSON,  282  Waihinston  Street. 
"    GEO.  P    REED  &  CO.,  1.3   Tremonl  Row. 
"    A.  M.  I.ELAND,   Proviiltnct,  R.  I. 
"    DEXTER  &  BROTHERS,  43  Ann  Street,  N.  Y. 
"    SCHARFBNBKRG  &  LUIS,  722  &oaryM'»j   iV,  Y. 
"   GEORGE  DUTTON,  Jr.,. AocAe.'./fr,  iV.  y. 
"    G.  ANDRE,  229   Cheslnul  St.,  PliilaJelpliia. 
"    MILLER  &  BEACIIAM,  181  Ballhnore  St.,  Bait. 
"    COLBURN  &  FIELD,  Cinnnmiti,  O. 
"    HOLBROOK  &   LONG,  atvHaii'l ,  O. 
"   JOHN  U.  MELLOR,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


[Translated  by  the  Editor.] 

A  Review  of  the  History  of  Music  before 
Mozart. 

BY   A.    OULlBICnEFF. 
[Concluded.] 

Haydn,  who  surpassed  Gluck  in  invention 
and  in  science,  went  much  further  in  the  appli- 
cation of  the  fugue  treatment  to  the  elegant  style. 
He  called  in  the  aid  of  the  contrapuntal  analysis 
of  ideas,  which  had  become  the  soul  of  great  in- 
strumental music,  and  which  contained  in  itself 
the  solution  of  the  great  problem  of  unity,  to- 
gether with  progression  of  interest  and  inexhaust- 
able  variety.  He  created,  or  at  least  perfected 
what  might  be  called  the  melodic-lliemadc  style  of 
composition.  Let  us  hear  the  rest  of  the  remark 
of  Gerber,  of  which  we  have  only  given  half: 

"  The  feeling  for  the  Beautiful  and  True,  which 
moved  our  excellent  Haydn  so  deeply,  suggest- 


ed to  him  the  types,  which  were  to  regenerate  in- 
strumental music.  Instead  of  patching  together 
a  parcel  of  incoherent  rags,  after  the  fashion  that 
has  latterly  prevailed,  he  showed  how  a  whole 
could  be  constructed,  full  of  grandeur  and  of 
beauty,  with  a  single  musical  thought,  developed 
and  analyzed  on  different  sides.  That  led  us  to 
the  study  of  pure  music,  which  for  seventy  years 
had  been  too  much  neglected,  and  which  consists 
in  the  art  of  inventing  a  fruitful  theme,  of  dis- 
membering it  and  with  its  parts  constructing  a 
well  designed  (motivirtes)  and  complete  whole, 
whether  the  composer  works  in  the  melodic  style 
and  in  accordance  with  the  taste  of  the  times,  or 
follows  the  rules  of  counterpoint  and  fugue.  In 
either  case  the  unity  of  the  work  will  be  the  more 
apparent,  as  one  feels  the  musical  expression  of 
one  and  the  same  emotion  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end." 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  last  of  the  progressive 
revolutions  in  music  has  never  been- explained 
more  clearly  and  in  fewer  words;  a  revolution 
(as  it  respects  composition,)  in  which  II.\ydn  was 
the  most  prominent  actor,  and  which  Mozart 
carried  through  to  its  extremest  consequences. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  opponents,  the 
universal  opinion  in  our  day  places  Haydn  above 
all  musicians  who  preceded  him ;  and  no  opinion 
ever  seemed  to  be  more  truly  founded.  Was  it 
not  he  who  first  combined  the  whole  elementary 
power  of  composition  in  his  works,  and  knew  how 
to  unite  the  opposite  advantages  of  styles  so  long 
incompatible,  leading  them  into  the  way  of  mu- 
tual concessions  and  borrowings,  whereby  he  bal- 
anced the  natural  frailty  of  the  one  with  the 
somewhat  systematic  stiliness  of  the  other?  In 
whom  before  Haydn  do  we  find  a  greater  charm 
of  e-xpression  united  with  the  greatest  solidity 
of  labor,  popularity  coupled  with  science,  the 
pledges  of  passing  success  with  all  those  of  a  long 
futurity!  More  fortunate  than  Mozart,  Haydn 
found  recognition  of  his  greatness  before  he  went 
down  into  the  grave  ;  his  contemporaries  over- 
loaded him  with  proofs  of  their  admiration,  which 
time,  indeed,  could  never  lessen,  although  he  was 
destined  to  share  it  with  another.  This  is  an- 
other contrast  in  the  histories  of  the  two  musi- 
cians. The  greatness  of  our  hero,  (MozAUx)  was 
only  recognized  after  his  death.  While  he  was 
unremarked,  and,  as  it  were,  hidden  from  the  eyes 
of  his  age,  to  Haydn  remained  the  glory,  single 
and  alone,  of  standing  on  the  lofty  summit  of  the 
musical  Parnassus.     To-day  he  is  no  more  alone. 


and  the  head  of  a  young  man  is  there  visible,  in  a 
much  brighter  halo  th.in  the  patriarchal  head  of 
him  who  s.ang  of  the  "  Creation." 

There  is  a  very  remarkable  passage  in  BuR- 
NEY,  which  affords  an  evidence  of  the  enthusi- 
asm which  H.AYDN  inspired  among  the  most  en- 
lightened of  his  contemporaries,  and  of  the  sig- 
nificance of  the  until  then  unknown  power  of  in- 
strumental music  left  to  its  own  resources.  The 
reader  will  permit  me  to  remind  him,  that  BuR- 
NEY,  in  his  travels  and  in  London,  had  heard  all 
the  great  singers  of  a  period  so  rich  in  talent  of 
that  kind  ;  that  he  knew  the  ancient  as  well  as  the 
modern  music  from  its  alpha  to  its  omega ;  that 
both  as  an  Eglishman  and  as  a  scholar  he  was  a 
passionate  admirer  of  Handel  ;  and  that  his  per- 
sonal taste,  in  spite  of  all  this,  drew  him  to  the 
opera.  He  expresses  himself  in  the  following 
manner :  "  I  am  now  happily  ariived  at  that  part 
of  my  narrative  where  it  is  necessary  to  speak  of 
Haydn  !  the  admirable  and  matchless  Haydn  ! 
from  whose  productions  I  have  received  more 
pleasure  late  in  my  life,  when  tired  of  most  other 
music,  than  I  ever  received  in  the  most  ignorant 
and  rapturous  part  of  my  youth,  when  everything 
was  new,  and  the  disposition  to  be  pleased  undi- 
minished by  criticism  or  satiety." — In  another 
place  he  says :  "  Haydn's  Adagios  are  often  so 
sublime  in  ideas  and  the  harmony  in  which  they 
are  clad,  that  though  played  by  inarticulate  in- 
struments, they  have  a  more  pathetic  efiTect  on  my 
feelings,  than  the  finest  opera  air  united  with  the 
most  exquisite  poetry."  Of  no  other  man  has 
BuRNEY,  in  his  long  survey  of  the  dead  and  the 
living,  of  all  countries  and  of  all  times,  employed 
such  passionately  eulogistic  expressions. 

We  should  feel  authorized,  after  such  decisive 
words  from  the  mouth  of  such  a  man,  to  settle  a 
question  which  has  been  so  often  raised  among 
dilettanti,  namely  :  Whether  more  genius  be  re- 
quired for  vocal  or  for  instrumental  music  ?  Per- 
sons of  an  exclusive  turn  always  decide  easily, 
because  they  only  see,  or  are  willing  to  see  one 
side  of  a  thing;  but  to  us,  whose  point  of  sight 
lies  in  the  middle,  whence  we  would  fain  look 
round  on  every  side,  the  for  and  the  against  appear 
so  nearly  balanced,  that  we  find  it  hard  to  say. 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  style  essentially 
pertaining  to  the  great  instrumental  music  is  in 
itself  the  richest  and  most  beautiful  of  all ;  equal- 
ly certain  is  it,  that  the  instrumentist,  robbed  of 
the  cooperation  of  the  human  voice,  in  the  con- 
test with  the  illusions  of  the  theatre  and  the  trans- 
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porting  evidence  of  musical  meaning  based  upon 
a  text,  would  infallibly  get  the  worst  of  the  bat- 
tle, if  he  did  not  have  to  oppose  to  the  luiion  of 
several  arts  musical  beauties  which  stand  higher 
than  the  opera;  beauties  which  are  independent 
of  every  illusion,  as  Well  as  of  every  predeter- 
mined  explanation.  By  this  we  perceive  that 
the  instrumentist  does  not  lack  the  means,  unless 
it  be  his  personal  deficiency,  of  equalizing  the 
game.  With  an  orchestra,  such  as  we  have,  no 
mechanical  difficulty  stops  him  ;  none  of  the  thou- 
sand considerations  and  perplexities  which  be- 
siege the  musician,  who  has  to  translate  the  poe- 
try of  the  words  and  at  the  same  lime  enhance 
its  beauty,  can  ensnarl  and  break  the  thread  of 
his  happiest  conceptions.  The  musical  founda- 
tion forms  his  only  law.  Free  to  execute,  with- 
out the  sliglitest  hindrance,  whatsoever  he  has 
power  to  conceive,  he  is  in  a  certain  manner  the 
human  Me  in  person  ;  feeling  and  fancy  are  his 
interpreters,  the  infinite  his  only  limit,  and  the 
entire  resources  of  his  art  enable  him  to  fill  out 
the  psychological  frame,  which  admits  neither  of 
words,  nor  of  determinate  action. 

If  therefore  one  should  judge  the  works  of  the 
dramatic  and  the  instrumental  composer  simply  as 
scores,  that  is,  if  he  should  see  only  notes  in  them, 
he  would  find  that  a  Symphony,  a  Quintet,  or  a 
worlced-up  Quartet,  are  objects  of  greater  value 
than  an  aria,  a  duet,  an  ensemble,  or  a  chorus 
of  an  opera.  But  it  would  also  be  a  great  injus- 
tice to  judge  a  dramatist  merely  by  a  compari- 
son of  scores,  or  even  by  a  hearing  of  his  music 
outside  of  the  theatre.  One  might  as  well  have 
a  piece  of  scenic  decoration  displayed  in  his  cham- 
ber, to  judge  there  of  the  optical  or  perspective 
effect  which  it  would  produce  upon  the  sta<re. 
The  analogy  is  precise  enough,  since  illusion  runs 
through  all  the  effects  of  theatrical  music,  and 
often  constitutes  its  whole  success.  Many  a  noth- 
ing, if  you  regard  the  notes  alone,  brings  to  pass 
wonders  in  its  dramatic  application,  and  becomes 
quite  a  genial  and  felicitous  idea.  The  instru- 
mentist obeys  only  his  Art,  that  is  to  say,  himself; 
he  who  labors  for  the  theatre  obeys  entirely  other 
masters.  His  first  and  most  important  law  is  dra- 
matic truth  or  correct  application  ;  his  second  law, 
which  is  to  have  an  eye  always  to  the  interest  of 
the  singers  and  to  their  powers  of  execution,  is  all 
the  more  tyrannical,  since  it  is  subject  to  arbitrary 
construction  ;  finally  there  comes  in  play  his  own 
interest,  or  the  absolute  worth  of  the  work  con- 
sidered as  a  score.  How  many  requirements,  not 
to  reckon  the  caprices  of  the  local  or  the  tempo- 
rary taste,  which  reigns  here  more  than  anywhere 
else  !  Finally,  we  must  not  forget,  that  the  hu- 
man voice,  whose  ascendancy,  wherever  it  cooper- 
ates, must  be  taken  into  account,  possesses  neither 
the  compass,  nor  the  variety,  nor  the  mechanical 
power  of  the  leading  instruments  of  the  orches- 
tra ;  that  its  progression  is  limited  to  a  compara- 
tively very  small  number  of  phrases  and  melodic 
forms ;  which  is  the  reason  why  it  is  far  more  dif- 
ficult to  be  new  and  original  in  opera.  With  so 
many  difficulties,  so  many  limitations,  so  many 
contrary  regards  besetting  him,  how  can  we  as- 
sign the  dramatist  a  place  below  any  other,  sup- 
posing him  to  have  nearly  succeeded  in  conquer- 
ing and  harmonizing  all  ?  Shall  we  not  count 
among  the  first  of  men  the  musician,  who  redeems 
the  feeble  outlines  of  a  libretto  from  their  noth- 
ingness, clothes  them  with  a  poetic  splendor  and 
breathes  into  them  the  life  of  passion  V   who  can 


move  the  heart  by  the  charm  and  power  of  his 

pictures,  satisfy  the  mind  by  the   fidelity  of  his 

musical  translation,  and  ravish  the   ear,  while  he 

produces  themes,  which  will  traverse  the  whole 

world  and  be  repeated  by  every  mouth : 

"  In  all  ears  resounding, 
Foreign  to  no  tongue." 

That  such  musicians  are  not  too  frequent,  it 
will  readily  be  granted,  as  well  as  that  they  are  in 
no  respect  inferior  to  any.  Hence  it  follows,  that 
music  with  words  and  music  without  words,  hav- 
ing one  a  compound  and  the  other  a  single  aim, 
require,  for  their  pet  feet  treatment,  different  pe- 
culiarities, and  are  not  to  be  judged  by  the  same 
rules.  You  judge  the  instrumentist  by  what  he 
has  made,  and  the  dramatist  by  what  he  has  been 
able  to  make  under  the  given  conditions ;  you 
must  take  account,  in  fact,  of  what  he  has  not 
done.  With  the  one  there  is  only  one  thing  to  be 
considered,  namely,  the  score ;  whereas  three 
things  claim  the  other's  regard,  namely,  the  score, 
the  drama,  and  the  personate  of  the  singers  at  the 
maestro's  disposal.  Since  the  value  of  an  instru- 
mental work  resides  exclusively  in  the  music,  it 
demands  comparatively  a  much  greater  power  of 
invention,  greater  wealth  of  ideas,  and  a  much 
deeper  study  of  counterpoint.  In  an  opera  the 
musical  value  is  diminished  by  a  sort  of  compro- 
mise between  cleai'ly  expressed  and  equally  im- 
perative necessities ;  but  it  is  this  very  compro- 
mise, which  forms  the  triumph  of  the  dramatist. 
But  to  conduct  this  ultra-diplomatic  business  to  a 
good  end,  wherein  all  must  gain  by  whatsoever 
each  one  loses,  he  needs  more  reflection,  more 
calculation,  more  aesthetic  tact,  more  taste  and 
cleverness  than  the  instrumentist ;  if  the  merit  of 
the  one  consists  in  making  it  forgotten  by  his 
work  that  Art  has  its  limits,  the  merit  of  the  other 
lies  in  filling,  without  overstepping,  the  bounds, 
with  -which  he  has  declared  himself  contented  by 
his  very  acceptance  of  the  libretto.  Therein  lie 
for  him  the  elements  of  success  and  the  pledges 
of  the  most  brilliant  and  most  honorable  popular- 
ity, to  which  a  musician  can  lay  claim ;  the  popu- 
larity of  a  Gluck,  a  Cimarosa  and  a  Webee. 
No  one  has  so  large  an  audience  as  the  dramatic 
composer  ;  no  fame  resounds  so  loud  as  his.  The 
circle  of  the  instrumentist  is  much  smaller;  but 
his  hearers  listen  to  him  a  much  longer  time.  A 
symphony  outlasts  an  opera,  for  the  reason  that 
no  value,  which  it  is  possible  to  lend  to  a  musical 
work,  can  equal  the  pure  musical  value. 

The  peculiarities,  which  form  the  distinctive 
genius  of  these  two  classes  of  musicians,  seldom 
meet  in  the  same  degree  in  the  same  individual. 
Mozart  excepted,  I  know  no  one,  who  could 
have  taken  the  first  rank  equally  in  instrumental 
music  and  in  the  opera,  although  nearly  all  the 
first  celebrities  of  modern  times  have  striven  for 
this  double  crown.  Haydn's  operas  have  been 
long  forgotten.  Beethoven's  Fidelia  proves, 
in  spite  of  its  actual  and  numerous  beauties,  that 
the  giant  of  the  Symphony  felt  himself  cramped 
within  the  dramatic  limits.  Besides,  he  has  only 
written  this  one  opera, — a  proof  that  the  Opera 
was  not  his  calling.  The  instrumental  music  of 
Weber  would  not,  without  the  FreyscMUz,  have 
made  his  name  more  than  European  and  immor- 
tal. What  shall  we  say  of  the  violin  quartets  of 
Rossini!  We  once  played  them  through  and 
couhl  scarcely  credit  that  they  were  by  Rossini. 
The  composer  of  II  Barhiere  must  know,  better 
than  another,  all  he  lacks  for  making  violin  quartets. 


Here  we  might  conclude  this  long,  but  indis- 
pensably necessary  Introduction.  I  had  to  pre- 
mise with  a  history  of  Music  as  a  foundation  for 
the  following  labor,  since  the  works  of  Mozart, 
which  we  now  mean  to  examine,  include  in  them- 
Belves  this  history  from  JosQUiN  down  to  Hatdn. 
May  I  be  permitted  to  recapitulate  the  events 
and  thoughts,  which  serve  for  the  main  pillar  of 
this  Introduction. 

Music,  intrinsically  considered,  divides  itself 
into  natural  and  artificial  music.  The  first  pro- 
ceeds from  the  instinct  of  the  chord  ;  the  other 
rests  upon  a  positive  knowlege  of  Harmony.  In 
all  times,  everywhere.  Music  has  existed  in  the 
state  of  nature,  as  it  still  exists  in  nine  tenths  of 
the  habitable  earth ;  true  musical  Art  appears 
first  in  the  sixteenth  century,  and  indeed  only  in 
some  parts  of  Europe.  There  never  was,  then,  a 
revival  of  Music,  whatever  the  books  may  say 
about  it.  As  much  controversy  as  there  has  been 
between  learned  and  natural  music,  still  the  for- 
mer was  no  Art ;  it  was  nothing  but  a  striving  or 
an  aspiration.  Her  first  advances  date  from  the' 
time  when  she  began  to  borrow  from  her  older 
sister;  this  led  her  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  truth 
and  ended  with  a  perfect  reconciliation  of  science 
and  instinct,  that  is  to  say,  with  chords  and  melo- 
dy. The  progress  of  musical  art  was  constantly 
logical,  without  being  supported  bj*  proofs.  The 
canonical  counterpoint  begat  chords,  and  chords 
begat  Melody,  a  chain  so  perfectly  consecutive, 
that  it  would  have  produced  nothing,  if  it  had  lain 
in  the  power  of  any  man  to  change  its  order.  It 
was  necessary  to  begin  with  cultivating  music, 
without  any  reference  to  its  application,  before 
the  application  could  be  rendered  possible.  With- 
out the  abuses  of  the  contrapuntal  style,  of  which 
the  church  complained,  and  which  were  the  real 
advances  of  that  style,  the  way  that  led  it  to  the 
stand-point  of  Art,  there  would  have  been  no 
church  music.  Without  the  abuses  of  the  melo- 
dic style,  which  threatened  to  stifle  the  drama  in 
Italy,  and  which  nevertheless  were  nothing  but 
the  natural  and  necessary  development  of  this 
style,  Gluck  and  Piccini  would  have  found 
nothing,  on  which  they  could  base  the  True  and 
Beautiful,  the  one  in  lyric  tragedy,  the  other  in 
the  opera  huffa.  After  a  long  and  seemingly  ir- 
reconcilable separation.  Counterpoint  and  Melo- 
dy reproduced  too  different  kinds  of  value  in  the 
works  of  Music.  To  the  Fugue  belonged  the 
strict  development  of  a  subject  or  motif,  and  the 
logical  combination  of  musical  ideas,  as  the  result 
of  a  mighty  and  enduring  labor;  to  Melody  the 
power  of  expression,  the  charm  that  lies  in  the 
musical  analogies  of  impassioned  feelings.  At 
length  these  two  extremes  approached  each  other ; 
the  contrapuntist  and  the  melodist  began  to  melt 
into  one  man,  who  is  now  called  simply  the  com- 
poser. 

While  I  have  thus  sought  to  cast  a  philosophi- 
cal glance  over  the  history  of  musical  art,  I  must 
confess  that  I  have  counted  upon  an  indulgence, 
which  cannot  reasonably  be  refused  to  individual 
and  confessedly  hasty  representations.  I  have  in 
a  few  pages  given  the  fruit  of  several  years'  stu- 
dies. Whether  my  judges,  the  well-informed 
musicians,  approve  me  or  condemn  me,  they  at 
least  will  not  forget,  that  the  first  steps  on  an  un- 
trodden way  are  always  difficult,  and  that  a  leaf 
out  of  one's  self  in  so  new  a  matter,  frequently 
requires  more  mental  outlay,  than  a  whole  volume 
of  compilations  and  extracts. 
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Eossini,  the  Composer. 

The  London  Athenceum,  in  a  review  of  a  book 
on  the  Life  and  Works  of  Rossini,  by  the  Brothers 
Eseudier,  of  Paris,  says : 

If  M.  Rossini's  character  be  discussed  as  un- 
scrupulously as  we  are  only  accustomed  to  discuss 
the  character  of  those  who  are  no  more,  it  is  be- 
cause such  is  his  humor ;  and  because  few  men, 
living  or  dead,  have  taken  their  position  betwixt 
retirement  and  publicity  with  so  perverse  and 
puerile  a  coquetry.  Hardly  six  weeks  of  any 
season  elapse  that  some  new  letter  from  the 
maestro — whether  as  testimonial,  or  in  sly  depre- 
ciation of  those  who  have  succeeded  him,  or  in 
modest  entreaty  that  "  he  may  be  left  to  repose  " 
— does  not  remind  the  worFd  that  a  great  genius 
is  still  on  the  earth,  whom  nobody  and  nothing 
shall  ever  again  induce  to  utter  a  word.  If  it  be 
his  pleasure  to  mock  and  play  tricks,  it  is  no  in- 
delicacy to  advert- to  these  characteristics  openly 
and  (as  we  feel  regarding  them)  reproachfully. 
When,  instead  of  decorous  repose,  we  are  ve.xed 
by  the  question  of  cynical  trifling,  vexation  is 
justifiable  if  it  speaks  aloud. 

The  brothers  Eseudier,  however,  appear  to 
find  everything  in  the  life  of  Signor  Kossini  as 
delicious  as  every  bar  of  his  music.  Like  him- 
self, they  have  no  words  sharp  enough  to  con- 
demn the  Meyerbeers,  Halevys  and  others,  who 
have  endeavored  to  strike  out  a  new  line  in  dra- 
matic composition,  and  the  insinuation  of  this 
polemical  tone  into  every  possible  paragraph 
gives  to  their  book  a  bad  Uavor.  We  do  not 
always  know  whether  we  are  dealing  with  a  labor 
of  love  or  a  labor  of  hate.  This  said,  we  shall 
merely  further  paraphrase  an  anecdote  or  two — 
such,  we  fancy,  as  may  be  new  to  the  English 
reader.  For  their  authenticity  the  Brothers  Es- 
eudier are  warrant.  It  is  from  these  gentlemen 
we  learn,  that  Rossini  has  in  his  portfolio  an  opera 
(^Ermione)  only  once  performed  in  Naples,  and 
immediately  withdrawn  as  too  good  for  its  public ; 
which  opera  Signor  Rossini  designates  as  his 
Italian  Ouillauine  Tell,  declaring  that  it  shall  not 
be  performed  again  till  after  his  death.  They 
give  us  also  a  new  story  concerning  that  fabulous 
eccentric — -the  enthusiastic  travelling  English- 
man. The  scene  is  Naples,  the  time  is  the  morn- 
ing after  the  first  representation  of  Olello,  which 
had  excited  transports  of  rapture — and  here  is 
the  amusing  romance — of  which  the  reader  will 
believe  as  little  as  he  likes. 

"  The  day  after  (say  the  brothers  Eseudier,)  at 
the  moment  when  Rossini  was  in  the  midst  of 
his  intimate  friends,  who  were  felicitating  him — ■ 
glass  in  hand — on  the  success  of  his  new  opera, 
— somebody  knocked  at  the  door.  Barbaja  (the 
manager)  got  up  to  open  it.  There  presented 
himself  an  Englishman,  aged  fifty,  or  thereabouts. 
— '  What  do  you  want?'  said  Barbaja.  '  M.  Ros- 
sini,'was  the  an:wer.  'And  what  do  you  want 
with  M.  Rossini  ?'  '  I  want  to  see  him.'  '  Very 
well ;  see  him  as  much  as  you  like.'  During  this 
interlude  Rossini   had   made  a  significant  sign  to 

the  Count  de  F ,  and  had  asked  him  to  take 

up  a  position  opposite  to  the  Englishman.  The 
end  was   that   the   Englishman   sat  down  at  the 

table,  staring  at  the  Count  de  F ,  who,  like 

Rossini,  woi-e  a  blue  coat  and  a  white  cravat. 
The  party  continued  drinking,  and  the  English- 
man was  invited  to  make  one  of  the  breakfast. 
.  Like  the  rest,  he  drank  and  proposed  a  toast  to 
the  illustrious  composer;  to  which  the  Count  de 

F replied    with   the   most   perfect  modesty. 

The  coni])any  began  to  laugh  at  the  ridiculous 
scene,  when  the  Englishman,  rising  with  the  ut- 
most coolness,  saluted  Rossini,  or  rather  the 
Count  de  F .  in  his  own  stiff'  way,  and  de- 
parted. Going  out,  he  whispered  Barbaja,  and 
said,  '  Sir,  I  must  have  either  a  coat  or  a  waist- 
coat of  M.  Rossini's,  at  any  price.'  The  plot 
thickened.  'Wait  an  instant,'  replied  Barbaja; 
'  I  will  come  back  in  a  moment.'  When  Barbaja 
announced  this  strange  fancy  on  the  part  of  the 
Englishman,  the  guests   began  to  laugh  like  mad. 

The    Count   de    F •   took   off    his   coat,  and 

handed  it  to  the  impresario.  The  Englishman  was 
waiting.  '  Here,'  said  M.  Barbaja,  '  is  M.  Ros- 
sini's blue  coat.'     The  Englishman  quietly  took 


out  his  purse,  drew  thence  a  hundred  pounds, 
and  charging  M.  Barbaja  to  offer  these  to  M. 
Rossini,  disappeared.  '  This  sum,'  said  Rossini, 
'  will  be  a  good  thing  for  the  chorus  singers  at 
El  Fondo  and  San  Carlo ' — turning  towards  Bar- 
baja; 'I  will  have  it  divided  among  them.'  This 
comical  scene  the  next  day  furnished  diversion 
for  all  the  salons  of  Naples.  A  paper  got  hold 
of  it  and  printed  it  at  full  length.  At  the  second 
representation  of  Otello  the  Englishman  was  to  be 
seen  in  a  stall.  During  the  second  act,  while 
lago  was  singing  his  cavatina — 

Gia  la  fiera  gelosia, 
an  exclamation  of  rage  was  to  be  heard  among 
the  audience.  It  was  from  the  Englishman,  who 
had  been  reading  the  article  in  the  papers,  nar- 
rating the  amusing  episode  of  which  he  was  the 
hero.  Every  eye  was  turned  towards  the  person 
who  disturbed  the  effect  of  the  singer.  The 
Englishman  was  recognized;  —  ho  had  stuffed 
himself  into  the   coat  of  the   young    Count   de 

F .     The   mirth    excited   by   this   discovery 

was  such  that  the  unfortunate  victim  of  Rossini's 
facetious  humors  was  obliged  to  leave  his  stall." 

The  brothers  Eseudier,  however,  seem  to  have 
no  doubt — nor  misgiving — as  to  the  truth  of  this 
wonderful  story.  If  it  were  true,  even,  they  do 
not  see  that  it  would  be  wise  in  any  friend  of  M. 
Rossini  to  forget  the  foolish  joke.  Everything 
with  them  redounds  to  the  credit  of  their  hero, 
right  or  wrong,  honorable  or  dishonoring — ■ 

"  Everything  (say  they)  was  with  him  merely 
a  play.  His  caustic  humor  spared  neither 
strangers,  and  as  little  those  who  were  his  inti- 
mate friends :  his  nearest  and  his  dearest,  even, 
were  not  beyond  the  reach  of  his  jokes.  One 
day,  at  the  fair  of  Lodi,  he  was  rehearsing  a 
little  work  of  his.  During  the  overture,  an  un- 
lucky horn  gave  vent  to  some  notes  worse  than 
equivocal.  Rossini  stopped  the  orchestra  at  once, 
crying  out,  '  What's  that  ?  '  '  'Tis  I — I,'  answered 
a  feeble,  frightened  voice.  'Ah,  is  it?'  was  the 
answer,  '  Pack  up  thy  horn,  and  get  home.'  The 
horn-player  was  Rossini's  own  father." 

Rossini  seems  to  have  no  more  respect  for  his 
own  sincerity  than  he  has  for  the  idolatry  of  his 
admirers,  or  for  his  own  "kith  and  kin,"  if  we 
are  to  judge  from  the  book  before  us.  When  he 
was  writing  Gmllaume  Tell — Boulevard  Mont- 
martre,  Paris,  No.  10 — he  began  to  tell  an  anec- 
dote which  e.xcited  general  diversion. 

"  Would  you  believe  it,"  said  he,  "  I  was 
obliged  at  Padua  to  come  and  make  cat's  noises 
in  the  street,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  be- 
fore a  certain  house,  which  I  much  wished  to 
enter  ?  Where,  as  I  was  known  to  be  master  of 
music  and  tolerably  vain  of  my  good  notes,  the 
humor  was  to  make  me  mew  false."  While  re- 
counting this  absurd  adventure,  he  laughed  vio- 
lently, and  continued  writing  on.  Levasseur 
(the  well-known  bass  singer)  had  the  curiosity  to 
inquire  what  in  the  brain  of  the  viaestro  could 
have  recalled  so  unexpected  an  anecdote, — and 
appro.ached  the  desk  at  which  Rossini  was  work- 
ing, who  at  that  instant  was  covering  his  paper 
with  sand,  crying,  "  There  !  I've  got  rid  of  that." 
"Of  what?"  said  Levasseur,  "something  very 
comical  and  original  ?  "  "  Yes,  I've  been  scoring 
my  trio."  And  some  hours  afterwards  he  sent  to 
the  copyist  the  trio  Alonpere,  tu  m'as  du  maudire 
— one  of  the  most  beautiful  portions  of  his  Guil- 
laume  Tell. 

In  some  respects  we  are  struck  by  a  strange 
analogy  betwi.xt  the  humors  of  M.  Rossini  and  of 
Byron. 

"  For  the  sake  of  a  hon  mot  (say  the  Brothers 
Eseudier),  Rossini  could  not  spare  his  best 
friends.  *  *  M.  Tadolini,  formerly  chef  du 
chant  at  the  Italian  theatre  at  Paris,  was  used 
after  the  theatrical  season  to  pass  four  or  five 
months  at  Bologna,  his  birth-place,  by  way  of 
getting  rest.  There  he  bought  an  ass,  and  spent 
a  part  of  every  morning  in  going  along  the  streets 
thus  mounted.  One  day  we  were  coming  out  of 
Rossini's  hotel,  when  the  maestro  espied  Tadolini 
creeping  along.  '  Ey,  ey,'  was  his  e.-Jclamation, 
looking  at  us  in  astonishment,  '  here's  an  odd 
thing !  Tadolini  has  stayed  at  home  this  morn- 
ing, and  left  the  ass  to  go  out  by  itself  *  *  * 
And  what  is  more  odd,  there  is  no  one  among  his 


countrymen  whom  the  maestro  loves  more  than  this 
very  Tadolini." 

The  above  are  characteristic  tfatts  enough, 
after  their  Southern  kind,  thoilgh  not,  perhaps, 
as  engaging:  to  our  Northern  intelligences  as  the 
Brothers  Eseudier  may  have  fancied.  We  can- 
not but  mourn  over  Signor  Rossini  as  the  most 
eminent  specimen  of  wasted  genius  which  the 
annals  of  Art  furnish, — while  we  allow  for  tem- 
perament, training,  country,  early  popularity — 
for  all,  in  short,  that  disturbs  and  disarranges  a 
career  and  a  character. 


The  Green-Room. — It  is  remarked  in  House- 
hold Worils  that  there  are  few  duller,  prosier, 
more  common-place  scenes  than  the  green-room  of 
a  theatre ;  and  the  artist's  foyer  at  an  opera  house 
is  ordinarily  the  dullest  of  the  dull.  "  A  prima 
donna  swallowing  sherry  negus  with  an  egg  in  it, 
preparatory  to  her  grand  scene ;  a  basso  stretch- 
ing himself  on  the  cushions  of  an  ottoman  and 
yawning  in  an  ecstasy  of  fatigue ;  a  tenor  sulking 
in  a  corner  because  his  aria  has  not  been  encored  ; 
a  baritone  suffering  from  hoarseness,  expectorating 
and  swallowing  cough  lozenges  with  distressing 
pertinacity  ;  a  crowd  of  mysterious  snufiy,  musty 
old  French  women,  with  handkerchiefs  tied  round 
their  heads,  pottering  in  corners  with  second-hand 
foreigners,  who  snufF  more  than  they  speak,  and 
spit  more  than  they  snuff;  these  are  the  principal 
features  of  an  operatic  green-room." 


THE  BOOKSEl_l_ER  IN   HEAVEN. 
By  Dr.  T.  TV.  Parsons. 
But  all  is  ended  dow  I  John's  work  is  o'er : 
He  feasts,  and  pays,  and  publishes,  no  more. 
Henceforth  no  volume,  save  the  Book  of  fate. 
Shall  bear  for  him  an  interest  small  or  great : 
And  if,  in  heaven,  his  literary  soul 
"Walk  the  pure  pavement  where  the  planets  roll, 
Few  old  acquaintances  will  greet  him  there, 
Amid  the  radiant  light  and  balmy  air  ; 
Since  few  of  all  who  wrote  or  sang  for  him 
Shall  join  the  anthem  of  the  seraphim. 
Tet  there  might  Fancy,  in  a  mood  profane, 
Behold  him  listening  each  celestial  strain. 
Catching  the  cadencess  that  sweetly  fall, 
Wondering  if  such  would  sell,  below,  at  all, 
And  calculating,  as  they  say  on  earth. 
How  much  those  heavenly  hymns  would  there  be  worth. 


William  Mason. 

From  the  Traveller  of  Sept.  23tl. 

William  Mason  was  born  in  Boston,  in  the  year 
1829.  At  a  very  early  age  he  commenced  play- 
ing the  pianoforte  of  his  own  accord.  He  mani- 
fested a  very  quick  and  accurate  ear,  and  while 
quite  a  child — when  he  could  just  reach  the  keys 
of  the  instrument,  he  noticed  the  difference  be- 
tween chords  and  discords,  and  became  interested 
in  finding  out  thirds  on  the  pianoforte.  He  did 
not  know  what  this  interval  was  ;  he  only  knew 
that  the  combination  of  tones  pleased  him.  On 
one  occasion  his  fsither  explained  to  him  something 
about  chords,  as  thirds  and  fifths,  and  called  his  at- 
tention to  a  minor  third,  which  delighted  him 
"reatly.  For  sometime  afterwards  he  busied  him- 
self in  hunting  out  minor  chords,  which,  when 
found,  always  gave  him  much  pleasure.  When 
six  years  of  age,  he  played  the  organ  in  church  ; 
his  father  standing  over  him  to  play  the  interludes 
between  the  verses  of  the  hymns.  His  memory 
and  powers  of  imitation  have  always  been  great. 
When  but  a  mere  child  he  would  catch  airs  from 
street  organs,  and  play  them  on  the  pianoforte  at 
home,  with  all  the  parts  just  as  they  were  played 
on  the  organ. 

When  about  fourteen  years  old,  he  heard  a 
large  music-box  which  played  three  overtm-es, 
and  in  a  few  days  he  played  the  same  overtures 
on  the  upper  keys  of  the  pianoforte,  exactly  imi- 
tating the  music-box.  J  AVhenever  he  heard  an 
overUire  or  other  piece  played  by  an  orchestra, 
he  would  afterwards  play  it  on  the  pianoforte, 
iriving  remarkable  imitations  of  the  orchestral 
mstruments.  He  commenced  composing  little 
pieces  before  he  understood  musical  notation,  and 
would  get  his  father  to  write  them  down  from  his 
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playing ;  afterwards,  when  lie  commenced  writing 
for  himself,  he  would  bring  the  manuscript  for  his 
father  to  look  over  while  he  played,  to  see  if  he 
had  written  it  correctly.  He  first  played  in  pub- 
lic, at  one  of  the  concerts  of  the  Boston  Acade- 
my of  Music,  in  1845.  He  afterwards  played  in 
Cincinnati,  Hartford,  Rochester,  Syracuse,  Au- 
gusta, Me.,  and  other  cities,  where  he  excited 
much  enthusiasm  and  was  even  then  considered 
one  of  the  best  pianists  that  had  been  heard  in 
the  United  States.  His  improvisations  on  "  The 
Last  Rose  of  Summer"  were  considered  superior 
to  Herz,  and  his  extemporizing  on  "  Hail  Colum- 
bia" and  "Yankee  Doodle"  and  working  them 
up  together,  always  excited  great  enthusiasm. 

In  April,  1849,  Mr.  Mason  went  to  Germany. 
He  first  studied  with  BToschele?  of  Leipzig.  He 
studied  harmony  with  PLuiptmann  of  the  same 
city.  He  next  studied  with  Dreyschock  of  Prague. 
He  spent  five  years  abroad,  mostly  in  the  cities  of 
Leipzig,  Prague,  Frankfort,  Berlin,  Dresden, 
Vienna  and  Weimar.  He  was  induced  to  play 
at  several  concerts  in  these  cities,  including  some 
"  Royal"  or  "  Court  Concerts,"  and  always  met 
with  flattering  success.  On  the  20th  of  January, 
1853,  he  was  solicited,  and  consented,  to  play  for 
the  London  Harmonic  Union,  at  Exeter  Hall. 
On  that  occasion  he  performed  Weber's  Concert- 
stuck  in  such  a  masterly  manner  that  he  was  en- 
cored. ^  His  last  year  abroad  was  spent  with  Liszt 
at  Weimar.  Liszt  is  so  distinguished,  not  only  for 
his  artistic,  but  as  well  for  his  literary  accomplish- 
ments, that  he  attracts  to  Weimar  many  of  the 
brightest  spirits  of  the  age — poets,  sculptors,  pain- 
ters, artists  and  scholars  in  all  departments  of  art, 
science,  and  hterature.  This  renders  his  friend- 
ship and  instruction  peculiarly  valuable. 

He  only  receives  as  pupils  such  young  men  as 
he  believes  to  possess  superior  genius,  and  they 
are  admitted  to  his  closest  intimacy  and  friend- 
ship, and  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  society  of  those 
whom  he  attracts  to  Weimar.  That  Mr.  Mason 
has  profited  largely  by  such  companionship,  not 
only  his  musical  but  his  general  culture  abundant- 
ly attests. 


Singing  to  Some  Purpose. — The  famous 
Christy,  the  negro  minstrel,  is  said  to  have  made 
$160,000  nett  profit  by  his  concerts.  About  this 
the  papers  speculate,  and  some  approve  and  some 
do  condemn.  We  say  nothing  except  that  we 
should  like  to  have  the  money.  It  seems  a  large 
sum,  but  think  how  many  faces  have  been  corked, 
how  many  jigs  danced,  how  many  songs  sung,  how 
many  tambourines  thumbed,  how  many  banjoes 
thrummed,  how  many  fiddle  bows  worn  out,  what 
tons  of  rosin  used  up,  what  thousands  of  bad  jokes 
cracked,  how  often  the  dilatory  Daniel  Tucker  has 
been  declared  too  late  for  the  evening  repast,  how 
long  the  wagon  has  been  waited  for,  how  frequent- 
ly the  thoughtless  fugitive  has  requested  to  be  car- 
ried back  to  "  ole  Virginny,"  what  a  number  of 
passages  have  been  made  to  the  other  side  of  Jor- 
dan, and  what  a  vast  number  of  times  poor 
Brudder  Bones  has  shouldered  his  banjo  and 
shambled  out — before  Christy  found  that  balance 
to  his  credit.  We  do  not  find  fault  with  him. 
People  may  call  it  low — perhaps  it  is — but  they 
like  it.  If  laughing  makes  people  fat  and  longlived, 
why  then  Christy  is  a  public  benefactor,  and  quite 
as  worthy  of  his  money  as  if  he  had  made  it  by 
exhibiting  mermaids  and  living  skeletons. 

Neio  Bedford  Mercury. 


New  Music. 

(KicliardsoD's  "  Correct  Editions.") 

F.Chopin.  1.  Trois  Vcdses  pour  h  Piano,  O^. 
64.  No.  1,  in  D  flat,  molto  vivace ;  No.  2,  in 
C  sharp  minor,  tempo  giusto  ;  No.  3,  in  A  flat, 
Moderato.  pp.  5,  7  and  7.  Prices  25  cts.  and 
38  ctSi 

2.  Deux  Polonaises.  Op.  26.  pp.  17.  Price, 
75  cts. 

1.  Less  than  a  year  ago  we  had  occasion  to  notice 
na  edition  of  the  three  Waltzes  above  named,  by  an- 
other Boston  publishing  firm.  We  are  not  aware 
that  there  is  anght  to  choose  between  the  editions  of 
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'5.3  and  this  of  '54  on  the  score  of  "  correctness." 
Certainly  the  copies  before  us  have  a  most  inviting 
look,  and  are  engraved  and  printed  in  a  style  as  clear 
and  elegant  as  we  receive  from  Europe.  Of  the 
dream-like,  airy  grace  and  poetry  of  Chopin's  waltzes, 
of  which  these  are  among  the  best,  we  need  not  repeat 
what  we  said  before ;  but  we  call  attention  to  the 
noteworthy  fact  that  Chopin,  most  select,  refined  and 
dreamy  of  composers,  should  have  grown  to  be  such 
a  favorite  in  New  England  as  to  warrant  two  editions 
of  such  works  as  these.  We  think  the  credit  of  this 
belongs  in  a  great  measure  to  the  masterly  and  sym- 
pathetic interpretations  of  Otto  Dresel,  in  his 
concerts  of  the  two  past  winters. 

2.  We  are  glad  to  see  also  a  pair  of  Chopin's  bold 
and  impassioned  Polonaises  placed  in  so  handsome 
and  so  cheap  a  form  before  our  amateurs  and  stu- 
dents of  the  piano.  In  these  the  exiled  Pole 
pours  out  the  free  and  fiery  soul  of  his  heroic  race, 
yet  tinged  with  his  own  melancholy  individuality. 
They  are  the  two,  in  C  sharp  minor,  fending  in  D 
flat,J  and  in  E  flat  minor,  both  rendered  somewhat 
familiar  in  our  concerts. 

We  trust  our  enterprising  publishers  will  perse- 
vere in  the  good  work  and  give  us  some  of  the  best 
sets  also  of  Chopin's  Mazurkas,  which  must  ever 
be  the  most  fascinating,  as  well  as  the  most  practica- 
ble, of  his  creations  to  the  greatest  number.  (One 
set  of  these,  by  the  way,  has  been  republished  here.) 

W.  KruGer.  La  Harpe  Eolienne ;  Reverie 
pour  le  Piano.     Pp.  9.     Price  50  cts. 

A  beautiful  facsimile  of  one  of  the  recent  publi- 
cations of  the  house  of  Meyer  in  Brunswick,  with 
a  neat  pictorial  title  page.  The  music  Itself  con- 
sists of  a  pleasing,  dreamy  sort  of  andante  con  moto 
melody,  in  broad  4-4  measure,  with  little  wind- 
harp-like  gusts  of  accompaniment,  and  frequent 
Rights  ofjioriture,  subdued  and  gentle  at  the  outset, 
but  gradually  swelling  into  louder  and  more  pas- 
sionate and  rapid  strains.  It  requires  no  small 
power  and  finished  delicacy  of  execution,  and  may 
form  a  good  artistic  study,  while  it  has  a  certain 
charm  of  poetry  and  sentiment,  not  to  be  sure  very 
original  or  striking. 

(From  G.  P.  Ileed  &  Co.) 

A.  Stradella.  Pitij,  O  Savior  (Pieta  Signor), 
transposed  for  Contralto,  Baritone  and  Bass, 
and  English  words  adapted  by  Geo.  F.  Root. 
pp.  9.     price  38  cts. 

This  is  the  famous  prayer  of  Alessandro  Stra- 
della, one  of  the  best  old  masters  of  the  great 
Italian  period  of  composition,  whose  romantic 
story  of  love  and  persecution  is  well  known.  It 
is  a  noble  specimen  of  pure,  religious  melody, 
now  nearly  two  centuries  old.  The  accompani- 
ment is  simple,  dignified  and  expressive.  There 
is  not  only  a  quaint  air  of  antiquity,  but  an  earnest 
and  believing  spirit  in  the  song.  It  contrasts 
greatly  with  the  so  called  sacred  music  of  Ros- 
sini's Stabat  Mater,  and  has  more  affinity  with 
that  of  Pergolese.  Mr.  Root  has  made  a  real  ad- 
dition to  our  fund  of  classic  song,  by  his  adapta- 
tion of  this  prayer.  The  Italian,  as  well  as 
English,  words  are  given.  We  now  have  the 
song  itself,  convenient  for  ordinary  voices.  How 
the  melody  has  been  made  singable  for  the  piano- 
forte, in  Thalberg's  Art  dti  Chant,  was  noticed  in 
our  numberbe  fore  the  last. 

Rossini.  Les  Soirees  Musicales.  No.  3.  La 
Partenza  (The  Parting).  No.  4.  L'Orgia 
(The  Drinking  Song),  pp.  5  ;  price  25  cents 
each. 

We  need  not  reiterate  the  value  of  this  choice 
little  collection  of  the  non-dramatic  songs  of  Ros- 
sini. The  two  now  before  us  are  among  the  finest 
of  the  twelve.     No.  3  is   a   beautiful    Canzonetta, 


refined  and  intellectual  in  the  character  of  its 
melody,  while  it  has  all  the  Italian  warmth  of  the 
composer.  It  must  be  an  accomplished  artist  who 
would  sing  it  well.  No.  4,  VOrgia,  is  full  of 
champagne  sparkle  and  entrainement  j  a  most 
bright  and  piquant  melody,  in  which  the  wildest 
pitch  of  young  joy  and  enthusiasm  finds  utterance, 
modulating  naturally  into  poetic  pensiveness  and 
the  half-melancholy,  which  one  rather  woes  than 
shuns.  Liszt  has  made  one  of  his  brilliant  and 
exciting  little  piano-forte  "transcriptions"  from 
it.  The  Italian  verses  are  accompanied  with  fair 
English  equivalents  by  Mr.  Sprague. 

(From  Oliver  Ditson,  Boston.) 

Donizetti.  Lucia  di  Lammermoor.  Vocal 
score  complete,  with  piano-forte  accompani- 
ment, English  and  Italian  words. 

This  is  the  third  of  the  series  of  elegant  and 
cheap  editions  of  the  standard  operas  in  course  of 
publication  by  Mr.  Ditson.  The  music  is  too 
familiar  to_  all  music-lovers  to  require  comment. 
Next  to  Lucrezia  Borgia,  perhaps,  it  is  the  best  of 
Donizetti's  operas,  and  every  lover  of  the  Italian 
lyric  Muse  will  avail  himself  of  such  a  chance  of 
possessing  its  evanescent  beauties  for  the  ear  in 
the  permanent  form  of  notes.  The  English  words 
are  by  J.  Weey  Mould,  Esq.,  who  also  prefixes  a 
brief  account  of  the  history  of  the  opera. 
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Our  Advertising —  Change  of  Kates. 

Our  AdTertisements  crowd  upon  our  reading  matter.  In  the 
present  size  of  the  Journal,  the  space  "which  we  can  give  to 
advertising  is  necessarily  small,  tand  that  space  is  alreadj'  more 
than  occupied.  Of  course  an  advertisement  tells  well  in  such 
a  limited  and  select  company,  -whereas  it  frequently  escapes 
the  eye  and  is  as  good  as  lost  in  the  promiscuous  crowd  of  many 
pages  or  a  great  blanket  newspaper  sheet.  For  our  peculiar 
class  of  advertisers,  too,  the  peculiar  character  of  our  journal's 
circulation  makes  it  a  desirahle  medium  for  their  notices,  as 
has  been  already  proved  by  the  increasing  amount  of  adver- 
tising business  which  has  continually  sought  us  without  any 
kind  of  Isolicitation.  "What  little  room  we  have,  therefore,  for 
the  cards  and  announcements  of  music-dealers,  teachers,  con- 
certs, operas,  artists,  &c.,  becomes  more  and  more  in  demand 
and  more  valuable.  When  the  rates  of  advertising  were  uni- 
formly Tai.=ed  by  the  entire  newspaper  press,  we  kept  on  at  our 
old  low  rates,  and  find  ourselves  at  this  moment  charging  on^y 
one  sixth  as  much  as  the  other  leading  musical  papers.  Their 
larger  circulation  warrants  some  difference,  but  not  so  very 
marked  a  difference,  considering  the  advantages  on  our  side 
which  offset  theirs  of  wider  circulation. 

From  this  time  forward,  therefore,  that  is,  commencing  with 
our  new  volume,  Saturday,  Oct.  7th,  our  rates  (for  all  renewals 
and  new  advertLsements)  will  be  as  follow.'* : 

TERMS  OF  ADVERTISING. 

First  insertion,  per  line 10  cts. 

Each  subsequent  insertion,  per  line 5  cts. 

For  one  column,  (126  lines)  first  insertion ."BIS.OO 

Do  do  each  subsequent. ..  .S6  00 

Special  notices  (leaJed),  each  insertion,  per  line  20  cts. 
Payments  required  in  advance  :  for  yearly  advertisements, 
quarterly  in  advance. 

William  Mason's  Concert. 
The  announcement  of  this  eagerly  expected 
concert  stands  in  full  in  another  column.  But  as 
a  graceful  preliminary  we  have  first  to  record, 
the  pleasant  little  matinee  in  Chickering's  rooms, 
on  Friday  afternoon  of  last  week,  given  by  Mr. 
Mason  to  an  invited  audience,  composed  of  a 
couple  of  hundreds  of  our  best  amateurs,  critics, 
teachers  and  professors  of  music.  It  was  an  emi- 
nently refined,  intelligent  company.  The  young 
pianist  introduced  himself  at  once  through  the 
medium  of  one  of  Chickering's  noble  Grands,  and 
continued  to  play  a  series  of  pieces,  classical  and 
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modem,  as  he  was  prompted  by  his  feehngs  at 
the  moment,  or  by  suggestions  from  his  delighted 
guests.     The  modesty  and  simpUcity  of  his  man- 
ner won  back  for  him  in  advance  all  that  his 
execution  suffered  from  the  natural  embarrass- 
ment of  such  a  trial.     We  have  heard  him  when 
he  played  better,  that  is,  more  felicitously,  more 
freely,  when  he  was  more  perfectly  himself.    But 
there  was  enough  to  show  a  really  great  pianist, 
one  not  only  wonderfully  well  up  to  the  modern 
standard  of  mechanical  virtuosity,  but  also  imbued 
with  the  poetry  and  earnest  faith  of  his  artistic 
calling.     His  little  chance  preludings,  mere  un- 
conscious snatches  of  melodic  modulation,  with 
which  he  bespoke  the  favor  of  his  instrument, 
betrayed  the  true  musical  temper,  with  some  spark 
of  invention. i  The  extempore  selection  was  large 
and   various.     It  included   the  Fantasia  on  the 
PropMte  and  the  Hungarian  Rhapsody  of  Liszt ; 
a  florid  expansion   (by  which  of  the  moderns  we 
forget)  of  Weber's  "  Lullaby  " ;  (this  he  played 
on  the  small  triangular  shaped   piano,  the  last 
invention  of  the  lamented  Chiekering,  and  since 
perfected  by  the  sons,  into  one  of  the  finest  spe- 
cies of  the  Clavier  family) ;  Beethoven's  Sonata 
in  C  sharp  minor,  in  which  of  course  he  could  not 
answer  everybody's  preconceived  notion  of  the 
right  rendering,  but  which  he  certainly  played 
with  masterly  power  and  grace  of  execution,  and 
with  unction ;  a  fugue  by  Handel,  which  capti- 
vated even  unwonted  and  unwiUing  ears  by  the 
boldness  and  clearness  with  which  he  individual- 
ized the  four  parts  intertwining  ;  the  well-known 
Impromptu  by  Chopin,  which  he  made  particu- 
larly effective ;   a  brilliant  bravura  waltz  of  his 
own  (thrown  in  by  request),  which  opens  with  a 
moderate  movement  in  strict  style  of  thoughtful 
character,  and  after   a  brilliant  cadenza  dashes 
off  into  the  rapid  waltz  theme,  which  sweeps  on, 
accumulating  more  and  more  momentum,  grasp- 
ing at  more  and  more  powers  of  harmony,  and 
clothing  itself  with  large  handfuls   of  extended 
chords,  till   it  becomes   a  matter  of  excited  tri- 
umph  over  frightful  Lisztian  difficulties,  (really 
a  clever  effort  of  the  kind,  and  causing  a  "  sen- 
sation ") ;   a   pretty   fancy  of  Willmers,   a    half 
thundering,  half  sentimentally  soft  caricature,  it 
might  be  called,  or  at  least  exaggeration  of  the 
style  of  Liszt,  which  the  perfoimer  smilingly  an- 
nounced to  his  audience  as  the  Caprice  Heroique, 
by  Kontski,   "  a   specimen   of  the  most  modern 
school"   of   piano    music;    besides    some   other 
pieces   which    escape   our    memory.     Here   was 
variety  enough  of  power  required  to  test  a  prac- 
tical interpreter  of  the  music,  learned,  inspired, 
fantastical,  or  pyrotechnical,   which  has   sprung 
into  being  with  the  successive  mechanical  devel- 
opments of  the  first  plain  germ  and  prototype  of 
the   modern  piano-forte.     All  felt  that  here  was 
truly  a  complete  pianist,  and  felt  it  with  peculiar 
pride  and  pleasure,  that  he  was  a  Boston  boy.     It 
was  one  of  the  little  feasts  to  be  remembered. 

The  papers  tell  that  the  seats  in  Tremont  Tem- 
ple for  Tuesday  night  are  already  largely  taken 
up.  Verily  a  piano-forte  concert,  in  a  large  hall, 
and  on  the  Lind  and  Sontag  scale  of  audiences,  is 
a  new  thing  under  the  sun  ;  a  new  thing  too  is  a 
pianist  of  such  high  claims,  whom  we  can  call 
our  own  ;  and  one  new  thing  explains  the  other. 
The  prospect  of  an  audience  so  much  larger  and 
more  miscellaneous,  than  the  usual  circle  attend- 
ing upon  chamber  concerts  and  familiar  with  the 
styles   and  composers  there  in  vogue,  renders  it 


perhaps  not  inappropriate  to  say  a  few  words 
here  of  Mr.  Mason's  programme,  just  to  hint  the 
character  and  intention  of  the  several  pieces  he 
proposes  to  present.  The  selection,  wisely  we 
think,  is  made  from  very  various  schools,  as  Mr. 
Mason  is  to  illustrate  the  powers  of  the  piano, 
and  the  various  phases  of  his  own  pianism  before 
many  people  of  all  tastes.  By  some  it  will  be 
found  too  classical,  by  some  not  classical  enough. 
But  each  of  the  six  pieces  set  down  is  interesting 
and  noteworthy  of  its  kind.  lie  begins  with  one 
of  the  most  characteristic  works  of  his  last  master, 
Liszt.  Himself  a  native  of  Hungarj',  Liszt  in 
this  "  Hungarian  Rhapsody"  commemorates  and 
illuminates,  as  it  were,  in  a  rich  setting  ot  all  the 
harmonic  resources  of  his  art  and  instrument, 
some  of  the  quaint,  wild,  plaintive  melodies  of 
his  race.  He  begins  with  enunciating  in  strong 
unison  a  sentence  of  some  old  national  hymn, 
heroic  and  solemn ;  and  with  this  for  a  motive 
establishes  a  wild,  dark,  tempestuous  background 
across  which  there  plays  presently,  as  in  a  sort  of 
dream  light,  a  bright,  yet  minor  Gypsey  dance, 
succeeded  by  an  exquisite  ballad  or  love  song,  a 
bold,  warlike  chorus,  &c.  &c.,  interrupted  by  oc- 
casional returns  of  the  stormy  introduction,  and 
all  worked  up  into  the  unity  of  a  truly  poetic  and 
imposing  whole. 

The  Impromptu  (op.  29)  of  Chopin  indicates 
an  unusually  bright  and  exhilarating  mood  of 
Chopin's  delicate,  feminine,  pensive  and  reverie- 
loving  genius.  It  has  the  wild,  rapturous  whirl 
of  the  Tai'antella,  made  doubly  expressive  by  an 
occasional  sudden  break;  yet  in  the  episodical 
middle  portion  Chopin  gravitates  back  to  his  own 
wonted  mood  of  tenderness  and  fine  and  melan- 
choly humor.  The  most  poetic  and  spiritual  of 
piano-forte  composers  since  Beethoven ;  writin'^ 
exclusively  in  the  very  genius  of  the  piano ;  an 
invalid,  sensitively  shrinking  from  the  public 
gaze,  Chopin  was  no  pianist  for  the  great  concert 
room,  but  the  most  rare  and  inspiring  of  musicians, 
in  the  small  room,  in  the  sympathetic  circle  of 
listeners.  But  why  try  to  tell  of  his  music  here 
in  a  few  words,  when  it  has  already  been  so  fully 
characterized  in  these  pages  from  the  pen  of  his 
noble  friend  and  appreciator,  Liszt  ? 

The  Saltarello  by  Stephen  Heller,  sets  out 
with  a  fragment  of  the  Saltarello  or  Roman  dance 
theme  from  Mendelssohn's  "  Italian"  Symphony, 
(in  A  major,)  with  which  it  whirls  you  away 
with  an  almost  inconceivable  rapidity,  endinc 
with  another  motive  from  Mendelssohn's  A  minor 
or  "  Scotch "  Symphony.  Heller,  of  Jewish 
familj',  like  many  other  great  musicians,  is  one  of 
the  most  infallibly  elegant  and  artistic  in  style, 
and  felicitous  in  invention  of  the  piano  composers 
now  living. 

The  Sonata  in  C  sharp  minor  is  commonly 
called  Beethoven's  "  Moonlight "  Sonata.  After 
the  blackness  and  storm  of  Liszt's  Prophe'te  fan- 
tasy the  other  afternoon,  it  certainly  came  in  like 
mild,  poetic,  spiritual  moonlight.  Beethoven 
wrote  it  in  his  young  days  of  love,  a  love  in  his 
case  mystical  and  Platonic.  It  is  idle  to  attempt 
description,  but  some  of  our  readers  will  recall 
what  Berlioz  said  about  the  wonderfully  beautiful 
slow  movement  with  which  it  opens,  and  about 
Liszt's  playing  it  in  an  inspired  hour  (Vol.  iii. 
p.  10.3.) 

The  Fugue  by  Handel  in  E  minor  is  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  fugues  ever  written  for  the  piano. 
The  theme  or  subject  starts  with  a  note  thrice 


strongly  struck,  followed  by  a  long  and  curious- 
ly meandering  phrase  of  melody,  which  is  strict- 
ly imitated  or  answered  in  each  of  the  four  parts, 
and  all  wrought  up  into  a  beautifully  clear,  ex- 
pressive whole,  though  intricate  and  complex  in 
its  structure.  It  is  a  fugue  in  great  favor  in  the 
concerts  of  the  great  pianists  abroad. 

As  an  extreme  contrast  to  this  strict  fugue,  and 
by  way  of  striking  and  effective  finale,  Mr.  Ma- 
son seems  to  have  selected  one  of  the  most  loud 
and  showy  specimens  of  the  ultra-modern,  or 
"  prodigious"  school,  as  Putnam  calls  it,  the  ca- 
price heroique,  by  Kontski.  We  cannot  but  sus- 
pect a  freak  of  quiet  fun  in  the  selection. 

Mr.  M.  has  no  assistance  but  the  brothers  MoL- 
LENHAUEU,  whose  vioHu  playing  is  the  most  re- 
markable instance  we  have  ever  witnessed  of  two 
instruments  animated  by  One  soul,  even  to  the 
most  infinitesimal  shades  of  expression  and  orna- 
ment in  their  most  elaborate  and  curious  passages 
of  skill. 
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Opera  at  Castle  Garden. 

New  York,  Friday  Night,  Sept.  22, 1854. 
Dear  Mr.  Dwight: — I  have  twice  heard  Grisi, 
Mario  and  Susini,  and  must  send  you  a  line 
about  them.  The  opera  was  Norma  on  Wednes- 
day night  and  to-night,  and  the  impression  I  have 
received  has  been  altogether  an  agreeable  one. 
The  orchestra  was  powerful,  and  was  led  well 
most  of  the  time  by  Arditi ;  the  chorus,  also,  was 
strong  and  in  good  training.  Signorina  Dono- 
vanni's  appearance  is  consumptive  and  interest- 
ing, and  she  has  a  good  voice  and  is  a  promising 
vocalist. 

Now  for  the  grand  triad  of  stars.  Grisi  is  as 
superb  as  I  had  been  led  to  imagine  by  the  glow- 
ing accounts  of  travelled  connoisseurs,  listened  to 
with  longing  from  time  to  time  when  I  little  hoped 
to  have  so  soon  a  chance  to  judge  for  myself. 
She  will  remain  permanently  in  the  mind  as  the 
embodiment  of  what  is  goddess-like  in  woman. 
Her  face  although  wearing  almost  a  simper  while 
in  repose,  is  capable  when  awakened  of  every 
variety  of  expression,  and  would  suffice  to  illus- 
trate a  tale  of  varied  emotions  unaided  by  voice 
or  gesture.  Her  intentions  are  lofty  without  ex- 
ception, indeed  generally  too  high  for  the  appre- 
ciation of  any  but  intelligent  spectators.  AVhile 
listening  to  Adalgisa's  piteous  recital  of  her  crime 
of  falling  in  love  with  the  handsome  Roman,  her 
feac  is  perfectly  beautiful ;  a  moment  afterwards,  on 
finding  that  the  generous  creature's  lover  is  her 
own  Pollione,  it  is  perfectly  terrible  ;  subsequent- 
ly it  becomes  perfectly  stony.  These  and  inter- 
mediate expressions  of  feature,  and  those  of  for- 
giveness and  renewed  love,  seem  to  me  larger 
than  any  we  have  seen  before  on  the  lyric  stage 
here.  She  is  a  mature  woman,  with  a  nature 
generous  enough  to  contain  all  the  passionate  at- 
tributes of  Woman.  Her  profile,  with  the  head 
thrown  a  little  back,  is  splendid,  and  ought  to  be 
preserved  religiously  in  marble  for  future  genera- 
tions. I  believe  she  has  always  been  celebrated 
for  her  manner  of  carrying  the  head  ;  if  she  has 
not,  I  now  pronounce  it  noble  without  any  prece- 
dent. If  I  talked  all  night,  which  I  feel  like  do- 
inn-,  I  could  only  tell  you  she  is  Juno — she  is  La 
Diva.  We  have  had  a  number  of  vocalists  far 
more  skillful,  though  her  school  has  been  a  good 
one,  and  there  is  not  a  note  of  objectionable  sing- 
ino-;  but  none  to  compare  with  her  in  dramatic 
expression ;    one   cannot  imagine    spoken  words 
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more  full  of  terse  vigorous  meanini».  When  she 
begins  the  trio,  "  Oh  !  di  qual  sei  tu  viflima," — or 
that  one, — '■^Vanne,  si," — or  the  duet,  "In  mia 
mano," — you  may  expect  to  feel  chilly. 

Mario  made  as  much  of  the  rather  imattrae- 
tive  part  of  PoIiroTie  as  a  fine  actor  could  quietly  do. 
His  bearing  was  Romanesque  in  dignify,  but  he 
showed  none  of  that  adventurous  energy  which 
so  intrepid  a  lover  might  have  Been  e.vpected  to 
feel.  But  his  voice  has  had  no  forerunner  here. 
It  is  only  a  mixed  voice  when  he  pleases ;  at 
times  it  is  a  pure  tenor,  and  of  what  a  quali- 
ty !  how  sympathetic !  it  would  blend  with  the 
coldest  voice  to  be  found  in  any  of  your  choruses; 
no  tones  however  hard  could  refuse  its  invitation. 
Not  only  Norma  and  Adalgisa,  but  the  whole 
cloister  of  virgins  were  at  his  mercy,  and  it  was 
very  fortunate  for  the  Druids  that  they  put  him 
away  before  he  had  done  more  mischief.  He  looks 
decidedly  English,  and  is  a  tall  well-made  man, 
and  his  rosy  cheeks  indicate  that  he  has  been  no 
enemy  to  malt.  The  ease  with  which  his  voice 
mounts  to  the  highest  range  and  performs  graces 
there,  would  be  amusing  if  it  were  not  even  more 
delicious  and  charming.  It  would  be  hard  to  say 
which  one  admired  most,  Grisi  or  Mario.  They 
are  grandly  matched,  and  should  always  perform 
together,  by  all  means,  or  keep  silent. 

I  think  SusrNi  will  surprise  you  more  than 
either  of  the  others,  unless  you  are  prepared  to 
hear  a  first  rate  baritone.  The  part  of  Oroveso 
gives  him  but  little  scope  for  acting,  but  I  should 
not  judge  that  he  would  be  a  great  actor  in  any 
part,  though  I  am  told  he  makes  a  good  duca  Al- 
fonso ;  but  his  voice'  and  his  vocalizing  are  all  you 
could  ask.  His  organ  is  sonorous  and  metallic, 
and  even  in  its  whole  compass,  and  under  his  en- 
tire control ;  there  was  not  one  phrase  or  group- 
ette  during  the  evening  which  was  not  clean  and 
finished  to  an  extraordinary  degree — extraordi- 
nary, certainly  m  this  part  of  the  world,  for  a 
baritone.  His  power  in  the  concerted  pieces  ac- 
cords finely  with  the  part  of  chief  of  the  Druids, 
and  is  a  constant  comfort  in  the  choruses. 

I  have  thus  spoken  of  all  three  stars.  You  will 
soon  have  a  chance  to  correct  or  confirm  my  im- 
pressions, if  you  remember  them  ;  but  I  could  not 
resist  the  pleasure  of  giving  you  this  account  of 
Norma,  as  I  have  heard  it  first.  I  am  sorry  I 
cannot  tell  j-ou  of  Lucrezia,  but  I  did  not  see  it, 
and  shall  not,  probably,  see  any  other  opera  for  a 
while  to  come. 

There  were  five  thousand  people  in  that  great 
barn.  Castle  Garden,  to-night,  whieh  would  con- 
tain eight  thousand,  and  the  audience  was  tolera- 
bly discriminating  though  not  enthusiastic.  The 
ensemble  of  the  whole  troupe  is  quite  satisfactory, 
and  you  will  have  the  opera  well  presented  in  the 
new  theatre,  when  it  is  brought  out  there,  and  I 
assure  you  you  may  look  forward  to  a  memorable 
season. 

Good  night,  and  truly  yours,  ** 


New  York,  Sept.  27  th,  1854. 
Friend  Dwight : — Grisi  and  Mario  consti- 
tute the  only  musical  attraction  of  which  we  can 
boast.  It  is  well  that  it  is  so,  and  that  the  stellce 
minores  are  for  the  time  being  content  to  twinkle 
in  some  other  firmament;  for  when  a  world-re- 
nowned artist  visits  us,  every  lorgnette,  telescope 
and  microscope  is  employed  until  each  phase  of 
the  stranger's  character,  whether  artistic,  social, 
or  moral,  is  carefully  noted  down,  and  his  parallax 
eccentricities,  and  relations  to  all  the  other  stars 
ascertained.  In  short,  we  make  a  business  of  it, 
and  study  each  luminary  till  we  feel  competent  to 


predict  with  the  greatest  minuteness  his  culmina- 
tion, eclipse,  or  decadence,  as  the  case  may  be. 
Having  now  iico  such  stars  upon  which  to  make 
observations,  <ve  should  of  course,  have  no  time 
to  bestow  upon  lesser  attractions,  if  they  were 
here.  Grisi  and  Mario,  we  have  now  heard  in 
Lucrezia  Borgia,  Norma,  and  I  Purilani.  You 
have  already  presented  your  readers  with  differ- 
ent criticisms  upon  their  performances  in  Borgia 
and  Norma.  In  reference  to  them,  therefore,  I 
shall  have  but  a  word  to  say. 

Grisi,  as  a  singer,  you  will  not  of  course  expect 
to  equal  Jenny  Lind  or  Sontag.  Sbe  has  by  no 
means  the  glorious  organ  of  the  former,  nor  the 
artistic  perfection  of  the  latter.  Her  forte  is  in 
tragedy.  In  the  expression  of  scorn,  rage,  jeal- 
ousy, and  similar  passions,  she  is,  so  far  as  I  know, 
absolutely  unapproachable.  She  can  concentrate 
in  the  tip  of  her  index  finger  an  amount  of  ven- 
geance perfectly  annihilating.  Husbands  and 
lovers  had  better  be  careful  how  they  incur  the 
displeasure  of  ladies  who  have  enjoyed  an  op- 
portunity of  taking  lessons  from  this  queen  of 
Tiaters.  This  trait  united  with  Grisi's  statuesque 
figure,  grace  of  action,  and  intellectuality,  make 
her  in  some  parts  of  Lucrezia,  and  Norma,  in  the 
highest  degree  triumphant.  In  other  parts  where 
vocalization  or  soul-moving  devotion  is  I'equired, 
she  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  Some  of  her  up- 
per tones  are  thin,  easily  fatigued,  and  regrot- 
ingly  remind  us  of  what  she  has  been.  Her  Cas- 
ta Diva  is  very  unsatisfactory.  The  calm  breadth 
of  devotion,  which  it  seems  natural  to  expect  in 
the  Druid  Priestess,  and  which  Jenny  Lind  so 
sublimely  rendered,  is  in  Grisi's  interpretation  al- 
most entirely  wanting. 

Mario  has  not  the  power  necessary  to  make 
him  a  successful  Pollione,  and  it  is  unfair  to  criti- 
cise him  in  this  role,  since  be  took  it  only  for  the 
sake  of  sustaining  Grisi  in  one  of  her  greatest 
characters.  As  Gennaro,  the  beauty  of  his  voice, 
and  the  perfection  of  his  style  as  a  sentimental 
tenor,  are  displayed  to  the  highest  advantaae  in 
an  aria  written  expressly  for  him  by  Donizetti 
and  introduced  in  place  of  the  duo  that  com- 
mences the  third  act.  In  other  parts  he  is  not 
very  remarkable. 

In  1  Puritani  both  Grisi  and  Mario  sing  uni- 
formh'  better  throughout  than  in  either  the  pre- 
ceding operas.  If  there  are  no  very  great  points 
in  their  impersonations,  there  is  less  that  is  unsat- 
isfactory, the  music  being  more  generally  in  the 
best  range  of  their  voices.  Mario  sings  the  ro- 
mance at  the  commencement  of  the  third  act.  Oh, 
so  e-xquisitely  !  If  he  would  leave  out  a  few  un- 
manly tones  that  ho  interpolates  in  this,  it  would 
be  almost  absolute  perfection.  The  tones  to 
which  I  refer  are  termed  falsetto,  but  they  are 
more  properly  speaking  head-tones,  for  they  lie 
above  the  falsetto  of  the  tenor  voice  (C  to  F 
above  the  staff,)  and  exactly  correspond  in  pitch 
and  quality  to  the  head-tones  of  the  soprano 
voice.  Of  course,  being  new,  and  to  the  people 
wonderful,  they  have  much  to  do  in  winning  for 
him  an  encore  among  those  who  appreciate  only 
ad  captandum  effects. 

Susixi  is  a  magnificent  hasso  and  is  a  great  favo- 
rite when  he  sings  in  tune,  which  he  has  of  late  usu- 
ally done.  CuTDKi's  debut  was  by  no  means  suc- 
cessful. His  voice  was  unsympathetic,  incorrect 
in  intonation,  and  his  style  unfinished.  He  may 
do  better  next  time,  however.  The  chorus  is 
very  fair,  but  the  least  said  about  the  orchestra, 
after  you  give  it  the  credit  of  including  a  large 
share  of  excellent  individual  talent,  the  better. 
Arditi  has  not  the  breadth  of  character  neces- 
sary to  make  a  good  director. 

Next  week  Grisi  and  Mario  are  to  consecrate 
the  New  Opera  House,  (Academy  of  Music,)  on 
Fourteenth  street.  Will  not  that  be  an  occasion  ? 
Maretzek's  Tr9.upe  is  scattered  to  the  four  winds, 
and  Mr.  Ilackett  has  therefore  engaged  this  new 
temple  of  the  lyric  drama.  c.  M.  c. 


Overdoing  the  Matter. — The  newspaper 
practice  of  trumpeting  and  puffing  musical  artists 
on  the  eve  of  their  debut,  has  become  so  rife,  that 
many  have  actually  come  to  believe  that  the  suc- 
cess of  an  artist  is  a  thing  to  be  created  less  by 
himself  than  by  his  man  of  business  or  advertising 
agent.  No  matter  how  excellent  and  true  an  ar- 
tist he  may  be,  his  friends,  in  their  over-anxiety 
for  his  success,  think  that  a  systematic  etfort  must 
be  made,  at  any  cost,  to  "  prepare  the  press,"  and 
through  the  press,  the  public.  And  straightway 
the  indefatigable,  unabashable,  Barnum-bewitched 
agent  opens  a  ten  days' siege  of  daily  and  thrice 
daily  visits  upon  all  luckless  editors,  of  all  grades, 
from  the  Panjandrum  of  respectability  to  the 
smallest  "  Satanic,"  determined,  if  possible,  that 
no  idea  shall  dwell  in  their  imagination  or  their 
columns,but  the  one  all-engrossing  and  portentous 
idea  of  the  newly  risen  star  of  virtuosity.  And 
straightway,  each  amiable  editor,  whether  he 
knows  whereof  he  afliirms  or  not,  gets  magnetized 
with  Sir  Agent's  enthusiasm,  and  prints  the  most 
unqualified  eulogy,  only  to  wipe  it  all  out  again 
the  moment  that  the  ne.xt  star  comes,  and  so  an- 
nihilate the  force  of  language  and  of  all  terms  of 
comparison. 

Now  a  true  artist  does  not  need  such  help,  and 
can  but  suffer  from  it ;  and  we  seize  upon  a  pre- 
sent text  for  saying  so,  since  we  may  do  it  with 
the  better  grace,  being  provoked  to  it  in  the  case 
of  a  young  artist  in  whom  we  are  ourselves  sin- 
cerely interested,  and  of  whose  piano-playing  and 
artistic  character  we  have  ourselves  spontaneous- 
ly said  so  many  good  things  that  we  almost  fear 
that  we  too  are  suspected  of  having  joined  the 
army  of  professional  clacqueurs.  Our  young  pi- 
anist will  surely  make  his  own  mark  ;  by  no  means 
can  he  do  more;  and  we  are  quite  sure  that  it 
will  be  a  deep  one.  But  when  newspaper  para- 
graphs declare  him  "  superior  to  any  pianist  we 
have  ever  heard,"  "the  acknowledged  peer  of  Liszt 
and  Thalberg,"  &c.,  &c.,  what  thinking  person 
does  not  see  that  the  paragraphist  is  stating  what 
he  cannot  possibly  know  to  be  true,  even  if  it  be 
true  ;  because  such  comparisons  can  only  be  made 
after  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  new 
pianist,  as  well  as  with  the  old. 

We  are  almost  forced  to  the  conviction  that  it 
ought  to  be  considered  a  violation  of  the  morale 
that  regulates  the  intercourse  between  concert- 
givers  and  the  "  Press,"  to  pay  or  to  receive  such 
visits.  Why  not  enact  an  eleventh  command- 
ment :  '•  Thou  shalt  not  approach  an  editor,  until 
after  thou  hast  given  thy  concert."  Don't  take  us 
too  literally  or  seriously  ;  we  throw  out  the  hint 
for  consideration.  And  bear  in  mind,  that  what 
we  have  said  is  in  no  manner  personal,  but  applies 
to  a  prevailing  practice  in  which  it  is  hard  to  tell 
who  is  the  most  at  fault.     More  anon. 


Where  will  Gkisi  sing?  —  A  correspondent,  in  a 

state  of  alarm  which  many  share,  writes  us  as  follows  j 

Ma.  Editor— There  is  a  rumor  that,  the  Howard  Athexjeum 
has  been  engaged  by  Mr.  Haekett  for  Grisi  and  .Mario,  who  will 
shortly  appear  there.  Is  there  any  truth  in  this  horrible  re- 
port? Yours  truly,  J.  S. 

We  do  not  know,  but  think  it  cannot  be  true.  But  we 
regret  to  learn  that  there  is  little  or  no  encouragement  to 
hope  that  the  manager  of  the  New  Boston  Theatre  will 
set  aside  his  paying  English  comedies  for  the  Italian 
Opera.  It  certainly  is  a  sad  wreck  of  many  of  the  hopes 
and  dollars  invested  in  that  noble  theatre,  which  is  too 
grand  for  plays,  antl  looks  as  if  it  had  magically  sprung 
up  on  purpose  to  receive  a  lyric  Diva. 

Mr.  Hackett,  we  are  informed,  has  made  some  over- 
tures for  the  engagement  of  the  Boston  Slusic  Hall.  Grisi 
in  concerts  merely,  would  be  but  an  aggravation.  The 
directors  of  the  flusic  Hall  assure  us  that  it  can  easily 
he  adapted  to  operatic  uses.  It  has  stage-room  60  feet 
in  width  and  30  feet  in  depth;  and  scenery,  &c.,  can  be 
so  contrived,  as  to  be  removable  in  a  couple  of  hours, 
whenever  it  is  necessary  to  change  the  theatre  back  to  a 
concert-room.  It  strikes  us  as  an  excellent  idea,  and  we 
are  told  that  there  are  serious  designs  of  carrying  it  out. 

SIiss  Gkeexfield,  known  as  the  "  Black  Swan,"  has 
returned  from  Europe  and  announces  a  concert  for 
Wednesday  evening,  which  deserves  attention,  both  as 
evincing  capabilities  for  refined  arts  in  one  of  an  op- 
pressed and  lowly  race,  and  as  being  for  the  benefit  of 
the  colored  church  in  this  city,  in  which  the  Eev.  Mr. 
Grimes  is   doing  a  Christian  and  humane  work. 


'4i)) 
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WM.  MASON'S   CONCERT, 

AT   THE 

TREMONT  TEMPLE, 
On  Tuesday  Evening,  October  3d; 

On  which  occasion  he  will  be  assisted  by  the 
BROTHERS    M  OLL E N H AX7 E R j, 

Xhe  distinguished  Violinists  of  JuUien's  Orchestra,  whose 

performances  were  received  with  such  marked 

favor  by  the  Boston  public. 

PROGRAMME, 
Part  r. 

1.  Grand  Fantasie  :  Duo  for  two  Violins. 

Brothers  Mollenhaiter. 

12.  Kkapsody  on  Hungarian  Airs ,, ,  „-.lnszt 

^ViLLiAM  Mason. 

3.  Solo :  Violin Ernst 

Edward  Mollekhader. 

4    f  a. Impromptu,  op.29. ., , Chopin 

'  \  b.  Saltar^lo  {on  a  theme  from  Mendelssohn)  Stephen  Heller 
William  Mason. 

Part  II. 

e    f  a.  Sonata  (op.  27,  C  sharp  minor^ BeethoTen 

°"  (6.  Fugue  (EminoT) Kandel 

William  Mason. 

6.  Variations  Brilliantes  :  Duo  for  two  Violins. 

Brothers  Mollenhaube. 

7.  Grand  Caprice  Heroique ,...,..., Eontski 

William  Ma"son. 

X?^Tickets  50  cents  ;  for  sale  at  E.  H.  Wade's  music  store, 
197  Washington  street,  and  at  Nathan  Richardson's  Musical 
Exchange,  2.S2  Washington  street,  where  seats  can  be  secured 
on  and  after  Thursday,  Sept.  28. 

O^Persons  residing  in  neighboring  towns  can  secure  seats 
by  sending  (enclosing  the  requisite  funds)  ta  either  of  the 
music  stores  above  named. 

[C?^Doors  open  at  6M  i  Concert  to  commence  at  7>^  o'clock. 

—BY — 

MISS  E.  T.  GREENFIELD, 

AT  TREMONT  TEMPLE, 

On  Wednesday  Evening,  Oct.  4th. 

MISS  E,  T.  GREENFIELD,  popularly  known  as 
the  "  BUck  Swan,"  having  just  returoed  from  England,  where 
she  has  sung  with  great  success  before  both  the  nobility  and 
royalty,  has  consented  to  give  a  Grand  Concert  in  this  city  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Twelfth  Baptist  Church  of  Boston,  over 
which  Kev.  L.  A.  Grimes  is  pnstor.  She  brings  with  her  from 
her  foreign  trip,  high  testimonials  of  her  accomplishments  as 
a  Musiea-l  Artist. 

At  several  Grand  Concerts  in  England,  Miss  Greenfield  was 
assisted  by  Mrs.  Alexander  Newton,  of  Uer  Majesty's  Grand 
National  Concerts,  Mr.  Augustus  Braham,  (his  first  appear- 
ance since  his  return  from  America,)  and  Mr.  Charles  Cotton, 
from  Milan,  and  others.  Queen  Vi<;toria,  who  was  present  at 
one  of  these  Coi, certs,  privately  remarked  thatshe  "  was  struck 
by  the  great  compass  of  Miss  Grtenfield's  voice." 

Tickets  50  cents — to  be  obtained  at  the  stores  of  John  P. 
Jewett ;  Gould,  Kendall  &  Lincoln  ;  the  principal  Music  Rooms; 
of  Rev.  L.  A,  Grimes,  23  Grove  street,  and  at  Tcrmont  Temple. 

Sept  30 

Mr.    OTTO    DRESEL 

Will  return  to  Boston  by  the  first  of  October,  when  he  will  be 
prepared  to  receive  pupils  on  the  piano-forte. 
Address  meanwhile  at  this  ofUce. 

ME.  J.  C.  D.  PARKEK, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in    Piano-forte  and   Organ   playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  f.o  receive  appUcations  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 
■Sept  23  tf. 

YODKG  LADIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL 

Rooms  in  conne  tion  with  Mr,  E.  A.  Beaman's  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No,  23  Temple  Place. 

E.  R.  BliANCHARD,  Teacher. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

RESIDENCE,  24  WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  rt-ad  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adupt-ed  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
Btruction,  from  the  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voire,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  with  first  principles  and  pro- 
ceeding upwards,  by  regular  and  successive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Mufiic  as  will  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  difficrult  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  which  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Weed  &  Co  ,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  Blanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hou  rs  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instruction  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Youn^  Ladies'  Vocal  Muii-ic  Sohool,we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  mt'ets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

Prom  the  puccc'ss  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feci  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  MAsr.N,        Geo.  J.  Webb,  F.  P.  Moller, 

Geo.  F.  Root,  B.  F,  Baker. 

Sept  30  tf 


THE  HALLELUJAH. 

LOWELL   MASON'S    N  ENA*'   WORK 
Is  now  Ready. 

IT  COWTAIIVS  NEARLY  1,100  PIECES, 

And  is  the  most  exteijeive  collection  of  the  liind  ever  pub- 
lished.    There  are 

Tunes  of  120  Metres, 

AS  WELL  AS 

More  than  70  Anthems, 

and  other  Set  Pieces,  besides  numerous  Chants.  IN  THE 
SINGING-SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT,  which  is  more  extensive 
and  complete  than  in  any  similar  work,  there  are 

340  Exercises,  Hounds,  Glees,  fee. 

And  an  eufirely  new  feature,  entitled 

Musical  iWotation  in  a  M^utshell, 

will  be  found  most  valuable  for  short  schools. 
In  connection  with  nearly  all  the  tunes 

Instrumental  Interludes 

are  printed,  and,  in  some  cases,  accompaniments  throughout. 

The  music  'O^  the  HALLELUJAH  more  nearly  resembles 
that  of 

Carmina  Sacra 

in  its  general  characteristics,  as  being  pleasing,  practicable 
and  durable. 

Price  in  New  York,  S7,50per  dosen,  cash. 

Teachers  and  Leaders  of  Choirs  can  have  each  a  single  copy 
sent  for  examination  by  mail,  post-paid,  on  remitting  us  sixty 
cents. 

PUBLISHED  BY 

MASON  BEOTHEHS,  23  Park  Row,  N.  Y. 

B.  B.  MTISSEY  &/  CO.  29  Cornhill,  Boston, 
Sept  23  3t 

NEW  EDITION  READ  K 

MAEX'S  MUSICAL   COMPOSITION. 

TRANSLATEP   AND  EDITED 

BY   HERRMAN  S.   SARONI. 

FIFTH  AMERICAN  EDITION, 

WITH  AN   APPENDIX    AND  NOTES, 

BY    EMILIUS    GIRAC, 

OF    THE   CONSERVATORY   OF    PARIS. 

ENCOURAGED  by  the  success  of  this  valuable  treatise, 
the  publishers  have  at  great  expense  had  this  new  edition 
prepared,  and  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  Mr.  Girac's  valuable 
Appendix  and  Notes.  Mr.  Girac  has  unfolded  the  precepts  of 
composition  with  as  much  brevity  as  possible,  illustrating 
them  most  fully  with  a  great  number  of  musical  examples. 
An  extract  from  Mr.  Girac''s  introduction  will  give  some  idea 
of  the  nature  of  his  work : 

"  Though  these  Appendixes  have  been  composed  to  he  ex- 
planatory commentaries  to  the  large  treatise  of  Marx,  yet  they 
form  a  whole  in  themselves,  and  from  the  treatment  of  the 
triad  down  to  the  passing-notes,  where  they  break  off,  they 
form  a  compendium  of  the  matters  contained  in  them,  In 
which  nothing  necessary  to  the  instruction  of  the  pupil  has 
been  omitted.  They  have  another  advantage ;  they  offer  the 
teacher  of  harmony  a  text-book  in  which  the  fundamental 
laws  of  harmony  have  been  laiil  down,  so  that  he  will  have  no 
other  ta.sk  to  perform  than  to  direct  and  superintend  the  work 
of  his  pupil,  being  thus  relieved  from  giving,  himself,  hut 
very  few  directions." 

The  introduction  also  gives  full  and  able  directions  to  the 
student  how  to  study  the  work  of  Dr.  Marx,  in  connection 
with  the  appendixes,  thus  adapting  the  work  to  such  as  can 
not  obtain  the  services  of  a  teacher. 

MARX-S  MUSICAL  COMPOSITION,  with  GIRAC'S  AP- 
PENDIX, is  now  issued  in  a  large  octavo  volume  of  nearly 
600  pages,  and  is  elegantly  bound  in  cloth.  Price,  %Z.  Post- 
age, 34  cents. 

For  the  use  of  tho.se  who  already  own  a  former  edition  of 
Marx's  Musical  Composition,  we  have  published  a  separate 
edition  of 

GIRAC'S    APPENDIX, 
elegantly  bound  in  cloth.    By  procuring  this  appendix,  owners 
of  any  previous  edition  of  Dr.  Marx's  work  can  complete  their 
copy.     Price,  ®1. 

Address,  MASON  BROTHERS, 

23  Park  Row,  New  York. 

R.    G  ARBETT, 

PROFESSOR    OF    MTTSIO, 

Informs  his  friends  and  the  public,  that,  having  rerurned  from 
Europe,  he  is  prepared  to  give  instrucrion  on  the  Organ,  Piano 
Forte,  Violin,  Violoncello,  and  Contra-Basso  :  also  in  Compo- 
sition and  Arrangement.  Organs  and  Piano-Fortes  tuned. 
Mu,'=iic  arranged  and  transposed  to  order. 

OIT^Residence,  No.  36  Shawmut  Avenue.  Sept  23    3m 

SIGNOR  COREIiIjI  begs  leave  to  announce  that  he 
proposes,  during  the  coming  season,  to  give  instruction  in 
SOLFEGGIO  to  Young  Ladies  in  Classes,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Messrs,  CniCKERiNO,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 
Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 
Signer  Corelli  has  removed  to  No  47  Hancock  Street,  where 
henceforth  he  may  be  addressed  ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
at  the  Messrs.  Chickering's  Rooms.  Sept  9 


Mile.  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 


Begs  leave  to  announce  that  she  hasTetuTned  from  the  country, 
and  is  now  prepared  to  resume 

INSTRUCTION  ON  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Mile.  G.  D.  may  be  addressed  at 

Sept  16    3m  55  HANCOCK  STItEET. 

MUSICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

CARt*  ZERRAHIV,  of  the  late  Germania  Musical  So- 
ciety, begs  Ifave  to  acquaint  his  friends  and  the  musical 
public  of  Boston,  that  he  will  in  future  devote  his  attention  to 
giving  instruction  'on  the  FLUTE  and  PIANO-FORTE,  and 
hopes  to  receive  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  mu.=;ical  commu- 
nity. 

Carl  Zerrahn  would  also  inform  tliosf*  amateurs  wlio  are 
sufficiently  advanced  ixi  classical  music,  that  he  has  a  number 
of  the  finest  Sonatas,  of  the  great  masters,  expressly  composed 
for  Piauo  and  Flute,  which  he  will  be  pleased  to  perform  with 
those  desiring  to  perfect  themselves  in  this  class  of  beautiful 
and  instructive  music. 

Carl  Zerrahn  may  be  addressed  at  the  Winthrop  House,  or 
at  the  music  stores  of  G.  P.  Reed  &  Co.,  E.  H.  Wade,  and  N. 
Richard?on.  Sept  16    8t 

ANDREAS  T,  THORUP, 

TEACHER    OF    THE    PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence,    84r    Pin-cltney    Street. 

Sept  16  tf 

raiSS  FANNY  FRAZER, 

Has  the  pleasure  to  inform  her  Pupils  and  Friends  that  she 
has  returned  to  the  city,  and  will  be  prepared  to  resume  in- 
struction in  SINGING  and  the  PIANO-FORTE,  on  and  after 
October  Isfc.  Communications  may  be  left  with  Messrs.  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  or  at  her  residence, 
"  PAvaioN,"  Tremont  Street.  Sept  16 

F.    F.    MtlLLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  No.  3  AViuter  Place,  Boston. 

Sept  16  3m 

STG3VOR  AUGUSTO  BENDEI.ARI,  Profe  sor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  great 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augusto  Benbelari,  at  the 
"Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs  ChicUering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

eeferekces. 
Rev,  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G.  Ward.  Esq. 

Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq.  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

Sept  9 

WILLIAM   BERCER, 
pMblasSier  and  Importer  of  Music, 

No.  82  West  4tli  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on   hand  a   Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MUSIC,   for  sale   at  Eastern  prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.     A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.     All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
\!Cr^  A  Catalogue  is  in  preparation.  Aug26 


Mb.    THOMAS    RYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  pupils  that  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  season,  and  is  prepared  to  give  instruction 
on  the  PIANO,  JI.UTE.  CLARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
THOROUGH  BASS.  Applications  may  be  made  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  19  Franklin  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  music  store. 
Sept  16 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-FORTE,  and  in  the  Theoey  of  Mdsic. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


Instruction  on  the  Piano-forte  and  in  Singing. 

MR.  ADOLPH  KIELBLOCK  respectfully  gives  notice  to  his 
pupils  and  the  public  that  he  has  returned  to  the  city, 
and  resumed  his  lessons  on  the  Pianoforte  and  in  Singing,  and 
may  be  addressed  at  his  residence.  30  Ash  street,  or  at  the  Mu- 
sic Stores  of  Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washington  street,  Geo.  P.  Reed 
&  Co.,  13  Tremont  street,  or  Nathan  Kichardson,  282  Washing- 
ton street. 

Refeeenoes.— Lyman  Nichols,  Esq.,  10  Joy  Street,  Boston. 
John  Bigelow,        "     42  Blossom  St.      " 
Oliver  Ditson,         "  " 

George  P.  Reed,     "  " 

N.  Richardson,       "  .  i.'JSCr 

Hon.  T.  D  Elliot,  New  Bedford. 
Rev.  John  Weiss,  " 

Joseph  Ricketson,  Esfi.  " 

Sept  30 
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©WIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr   0.  DITSON'S,  115  TVashington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 


REFER 
John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 
O.  Ditson,  Eisq. 
N.  Richardson,  Esq. 
A.  Berrv,  Esq.  28  Pear!  at. 
J.  A.  HunsOD,  Esq.,  6  Itath  St. 
H.  Croclter,  Esq  6  Shawmut  av. 


E  N  c  E  s. 
Mrs.  Farnliam, 

6  CopeLind  at.  Roshury. 
Epes  Sargent,  Esq. 
Kev.  Mr.  Iluotington. 
Hon.  J.  J.  Clarlie,  27  State  St. 
July  1 


NOW    READY, 
THE   GSEAT  WOEK   OF   THE   YEAE, 

MOOKE'S 


A  "work  T?Mcb:  has  cost  the  indefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
every  amatenr,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  fhe  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4000    MUSICIANS  I 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A.  Complete  Bictionary  of  over 

5000    MUSICAL    TERMS, 

■R'ith  fall  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIEI^CE    OF    MUSIC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  tlie  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

"With  the  dates  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  TllORODGH  BASS,  &c.  &c. 

A  'SooU.  intended  to  cover  tlie  wlsole 
of  Musical  Science. 

JOHN  P.   JEWETT   &   CO, 

PUBLISHERS, 

July  29  BOSTON. 

JUST     PUBLrSHED, 

IMMORTELLE,  by  A.  Gockel,  38  cts. 
CDl'ID'S  POLKA,  by  Charles  Treibae,  25  cts. 
MAZOURKA,  by  H.  A    "Wollenbaopt,  38  cts. 
VALSE  STYRIENNE,  by  H.  A.  Wollenuaupt. 


Sept; 


MEYER  &,  TRETBAR,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 


E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACKEU  OF  THE.  P1A.KO  ANB  ORGA.K. 

[C^TEHMS   MODERATE. 

Eesidence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esci.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TTEACHEK     OF     MIJSIC!, 

363  "Wasliuigtoii.  Street,  Boston. 


Oct.  16. 


Sm 


Oermania  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E.  TELTOW,  Agent. 
liUtf  SO  Fayette  Street. 


CHICKERING    &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


NATHAN    RICHARnSONy 

IMPORTER,  PUBLISHERS,  DEALER 


ps^ 


TVAKEKOOMS, 

TREMONT    STREET, 
Apr23  BOSTON.  tf 


Piano-Fortes,  Organs,  Melodeons,  &c. 

Also,  Publisher  of  the  celebrated 

'  'i^ahxv.  S,flro0l  for  tire  '§ma-iaxtt:,' 

AND 

'  Elements  of  Music  at  Sight.' 
New  niusic 

PUBLISHED    DAILY,   AT   THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

03="  All  my  publications  can  be  obL-iined  at  Wholesale  and 
lletail  of  J.  F.  PETRI,  my  Agent  for  Baltimore  and  vicinity. 

GEOEGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 

No.  3    WBNTER    STKEET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

W  A  E  R  A  N  T  E  D 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Sept  2  3m 

A.    W.    FRENZEL 

Will  resume  his 

IjVSTKXrCTIOTsr    0,X     THE    I'lA'ffO-FOK.TK, 

On  or  before  October  1st. 

Orders  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Co. 
N.  Richardson,  or  E  H.  Wade.  Aug26 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives  ! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

tue  entire  and  inimitable  alleqoft  of 

THS    PILGRIM'S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Atidre>YS,  contaiDing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christiiiu  passed,  on  hisjoui-ney  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  produi;tion  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publi.slier,  from  the  most  dis- 
fcinguished  men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,   PwTblislier. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  aqthorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooDis  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON. 

I51POKTER  AND   DEALER  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

!IVo.  13  Tremout  Row,  Boston* 

*jj:*    Wedding  and  "Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

16  tf 

MEYER   &   TKETBAK, 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

Intporfcrs  of  4fo»-"c^^^  Pustc  iinb  ^ublislm-g, 

Keep  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  both  Foreign  and 
American  Music.  By  our  direct  and  regular  engagements 
with  the  principal  publishing  houses  in  Europe,  we  are  ena- 
bled to  supply 

MUSIC-DEALERS  WITH  FOREIGN  MUSIC, 

on  as  favorable  terms  as  any  other  house  in  the  United  States. 

[C;^  Sole  Agents  in  the  United  St.tfes  for  the  well  known 
publishing  house  of  G.  M.  MEYER,  Jr.  of  Brunswick, 
Germany,  {on  whose  publii'.ations  we  grant  the  most  profitable 
discount,)  whereof  we  particukirly  mention  a  fine  collection  of 
0UVERTUKE3  arniuged  for  the  Piaiio-Forte  as  Solo  and 
Duet,  the  favorite  works  of  FESCA.  LITOLFF,  WINKLER, 
&c.,  a  complete  edition  of  BEETUOVKN'S  works  for  Pinuo- 
Forte,  including  all  the  TlllOS,  QUATUOR.-,  SINFONIES, 
&e.,  arranged  t>v  L.  "WINKLER.  Also,  the  last  compositions 
of  LISZT,  liitUNNBR,  SPINULER,  IIENUY  CRAMER,  &c. 

Catalogues  of  G.  M.  Meyer's  publications  forwarded  gratis 
to  any  part  of  the  United  Stiites,  if  desired,  by 

jyiEYER  &u  THETBAR, 

Augl2  3m  304  Main  St.  Buffalo. 


TAYLOR'S  PIANO  FORTE  FOR  BEGIIKERS. 

FIRST    STEPS   TO   THE  PIANO  FORTE ;   U2ing  an   Ele- 
mentary   Catechism    for    Beginners.      By    GEORGE    C. 
TAYLOR,    Teacher  of   the    Piano   Forte,  Harp  and   Violin. 
Price  76  cents.     Usual  deduction  to  the  trade.     For  sale  by 
F.  J.  UUNTINGTON,  23  Park  Row,  New  York. 
WM.  D.  SULLIVAN,  Madison,  Ga. 

MUSICAL  NOTICE. 

T.  RRICHER,  Teacher  of  the  Organ,  Piano-Forte  and 
Singing,  having  closed  his  connection  as  Organist  of  the  Bow- 
doin  Siiuare  Church,  has  removed  to  No.  7?^  Tremont  Row, 
where  he  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  for  his  services 
as  Organist  and  Teacher  of  Music.  je  24 

HEWS'    PATENT 
AMERICANACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUPACinREK  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  wlio  have 
used  tile  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  UEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER  AND   DEALER   IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

N^o.  34:1  \Vasliliigton  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  #  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

MANUEL  PENOLLOSA, 

PROFESSOR     OF  '  MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gkat's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

References. 

Messrs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Pdkchaed,  Boston. 

Messrs.  George  Peabodt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.    3m. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHER   OE   MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  II.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co,  17  Tremont  Row. 

References  : — Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mb.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Priuce,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

PRINCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  variety,  from  S45  to  $150,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  thurih.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 

G.   P.   HEED   L'i;   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sept.  2  Sole  Agents  for  Prince  ^  Co.''s  Melodeons. 

ADOLPH    BAUMBx^CH, 
TEACHEB  OP   THE  PIAJ^O-FOHTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Reed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Roxbury.  Sept  9 

H.    S.    CUTI.EK, 

MUSIC  ROOM  UNDER  CHURCH  OF  THE  ADVENT. 

Terms  .¥20.— Address  care  of  Nathan  Richardson,  i82  IFash- 
ington  St.  Sept  9  tf 

GOVERNESS. 

A  GERMAN  LADY,  who  has  taught  for  several  years  in 
this  country  the  English  branches,  German,  French,  and 
Drawing,  wishes  a  situation  as  GoTerness.  She  refers  to  Mrs. 
C.  R.  Lowell.  Sept  23    3t 

J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE   PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  or  Theo. 
T.  Barker.  3  mos.  Deo    3. 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &.GUITAR, 

a  Seneca  St.,  corner  Ilax'risoii  Avenue. 

R.   De  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  AUll^iJS'OED,  TRANSPOSED,  &c. 
Boston,  April  23.  3m 

J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Kcsideuce  ]Vo.  5G  l^Jicelajid  Street. 

Oct.  8.    3m 
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VOL.    VI. 


BOSTON,    SATURDAY,    OCTOBER    7,    1854. 


NO.   1. 


PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATURDAY. 

—  1  ^  ^;^K:^.r  ^•^^  ""• }  ™-v..c.. 

ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Music,  but  with 
glances  at  the  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  Literature  ; 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  Reviews  of  Coucerts^ 
Oratorios,  Operas  ;  with  timeiy  Analyses  of  the  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  Music  publi.shed  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  sigpificant  Jlusical  News  from  all  parts  ;  gathered  from 
English,  German,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5-  Essays  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instru- 
ments, theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  ;  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
Social,  and  Religious  bearings  ;  on  Music  in  the  Church,  the 
Concert-room,  th«  Theatre,  tlie  Chamber,  and  the  Street,  Sec. 
6.  Translations  from  the  best  German  and  French  writers  upon 
Music  and  Art.  7.  Occasional  Notices  of  Sculpture,  Painting, 
Architecture,  Poetry,  Esthetic  Books,  the  Drama,  &c. — 
B.  Original  and  Selected  Poems,  short  Tales,  Anecdotes,  &o. 

[C?^  .Back  numbers,  from  the  commencement,  can  be  fur- 
nished.   Also  bound  copies  of  the  first  two  years. 

Postage,  if  paid  in  advance,  for  any  distance  within  the 
State,  ikirLeen  cents  a  year;  if  not  in  advance,  twenty-six 
cents.    To  all  places  beyond  the  State,  double  these  rates. 


J,  S.  DWIGHT, EDITOR  AND  PKOPKIETOR. 

EPWARD  L.  BALCH,  PRINTER. 
[Cr*  OFFICE,     Itfo,    21    Scliool    street,    Boston. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS    RECEIVED 

At  the  OFFICE  OF  PUBLICATION, 21  School  St. 

By    NATUAN  ltICUARDSON,282  Wat./)tn§lon  Street. 
"    GEO.  P    KKED  &  CO.,  13  Tremont  Koiv. 
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From  Cliorley's  "  Modern  German  Music."         o 

The  Beethoven-Festival  at  Bonn,  1845. 

It  was  about  tbe  year  1839,  tbat  a  stir  began  to 
be  made  in  Europe  by  the  tour  of  one  of  tbe 
greatest  pianists  tbat  ever  lived :  whose  genius, 
however,  has  been  manifested  more  remarliably 
without,  than  within,  the  circles  of  strict  and  or- 
derly art.  I  need  hardly  name  Dr.  Liszt.  There 
have  been  few  things  in  executive  music  in  any 
respect  comparable  to  his  public  career,  which 
may  be  here  spoken  of,  because  it  is  understood 
to  have  closed  so  far  as  exhibition  is  concerned, 
and  to  be  merged  in  enterprises  of  creative  and 
critical  activity.  Brilliant  in  his  wit,  extravagant 
in  his  habits  of  life  and  opinion,  courted  for  his 
personal  fascination  by  every  one  who  is  greatest 
and  choicest  in  intellect,  as  Dr.  Liszt  has  been, 
from  his  prodigious  youth  upward, — the  fine  judg- 
ment and  the  firm  resolution  which  have  enabled 
him  to  see  tbat  there  is  a  time  for  every  thing — a 
time  to  give  up  exhibition,  and  to  enter  upon 
more  meditative  pursuits — to  cease  from  display 
at  the  moment  when  his  popularity  was  the  high- 
est, when  no  rival  was  in  hearing — I  may  say 
more,  in  being — such  a  whim  of  wisdom  (if  whim 
it  be)  must  be  commemorated  as  among  the  most 
remarkable  passages  and  traits  of  his  remarkable 
life  and  character. 

At  the  time  I  refer  to,  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope Dr.  Liszt  commanded  the  whole  world  of 
geulle  and  simple  listeners  as  no  other  instrumen- 
talist ever  commanded  it  before  him.  For  such 
love  and  personal  regard  as  he  inspired,  must  not 
be  confounded  with  the  wonderment  and  curiosi- 
ty thatfollow  an  eccentric  like  Paganini.  Where- 
as the  great  Italian  violin-player  was  a  gloomy 
and  hypochondriacal  egotist,  inapt  and  ill  at  ease 
in  society,  penurious  in  his  personal  habits,  giv- 
ing most  reluctantly,  and  in  rare  spasms, — Liszt 
seemed  to  live  for  every  distinguished  man  and 
every  beautiful  woman,  and  with  every  joyous 
thing — to  have  wit  to  spare  for  every  one,  and 
kindliness  to  lavish  upon  too  many ; — since,  well- 
a-day !  potentates  so  accessible  as  he  are  sure  to 
be  pressed  upon  by  the  scum,  as  well  as  the  salt, 
of  the  earth.  While  he  appeared  to  come  to  his 
music  as  a  sport,  a  hors  d'ceuvre,  a  light  pastime, 
he  made  of  his  music  an  engine  of  beneficence 
more  princely,  in  proportion  to  its  gains,  than  Art 
has  ever  seen. 

That  such  a  character,  however  dazzling — that 
such  a  position,  however  delicious — are  not  the 
highest  which  an  artist  can  claim,  and  should  as- 
pire to,  is  a  truth  past  controversy.  There  is  a 
mnnificence  which  lays  waste  and  troubles,  as 
much  as  it  fertilizes  and  aids — which  resolves  it- 
self into  the  gratification  of  glorious  and  aflTec- 
tionate  and  poetic  impulses,  without  care  for  the 
consequences.  But  in  days  of  selfish  and  grasp- 
ing agitation  like  ours,  we  must  not  too  curiously 
arraign  such  over-profiision,  when  we  know  it  to 
be  accompanied  by  those  smaller  virtues  and 
graces — that  gentleness  to  the  hiimble — that  mem- 
ory of  small  services— that  noble  superiority   to 


anything  like  pique  or  littleness,  to  which  every 
one  can  bear  testimony  who  has  known  Dr.  Liszt 
through  a  series  ot  years.  The  wonder  is,  that  a 
prodigious  childhood,  succeeded  by  a  prodigious 
adolescence,  passed  in  such  a  Pandemonium  as 
Paris,  have  left  so  much  of  the  man,  so  much  of 
the  friend,  so  much  of  the  affectionate  heart,  so 
much  of  the  fine  appreciation  of  persons  widely 
differing  from  himself,  as  Dr.  Liszt  enjoys,  and 
makes  others  enjoy.  There  are  people  in  whose 
cases  it  is  idle  to  compare,  to  lecture — whom  it  is 
worse  than  idle  to  imitate — yet  to  whom  one's 
whole  heart  goes  out,  in  recognition  of  the  treasu- 
ry of  rich  gifts  and  gracious  sympathies,  which 
they  retain  and  distribute  in  spite  of  every 
strange  and  disturbing  influence; — and  Dr.  Liszt 
is  of  the  number. 

There  was  hardly,  in  1845,  an  artist  for  whom 
he  had  not  played — whom  he  had  not  helped. 
One  day,  when  1  first  sojourned  in  the  Rhine 
Land,  he  was  down  in  Cologne,  "giving  his  pen- 
ny" (to  use  his  own  phrase)  in  aid  of  the  fund  for 
the  works  at  the  Cathedral; — the  next,  toiling 
across  the  country  (and  German  posting  was  then 
still  a  toil)  to  contribute  his  astounding  "  Hexam- 
eron"  fantasia,  and  his  "  Tarentelles,"  and  his 
"  Galoppe  Infernale,"  to  the  sober  establishment 
of  a  (jijmnasium  at  Dortmund  ; — or  as'isling,  with 
all  his  generous  heart  and  might  and  energy,  in 
shaping  a  career  for  a  young  English  songstress, 
against  whom  chance  for  a  moment  seemed  to 
have  barred  most  openings  at  home  ; — or  lavish- 
ing a  concert  on  some  miserable  Italian  piece  of 
pantaloonery  on  two  legs,  who  could  sing  a  very 
little,  and  could  make  him  laugh  by  magpie  wit, 
and  impudence,  and  knavery. — No  wonder  that 
for  such  a  wondrous  and  fascinating  man  (of  whom, 
to  boot,  Rumor  had  its  good  store  of  romances  to 
tell,)  dear,  sentimental  German  girls  wore  brace- 
lets made  of  the  pianoforte  strings  which  he  broke 
in  his  phrenzy  ! — No  wonder  that  serenades,  and 
torch  processions,  and  wreaths  of  flowers  on  his 
desk,  and  every  conceivable  gift  that  German 
taste  can  devise,  seemed  to  spring  up  wherever  he 
went — that  poor  scholars  limped  on  sore  feet  a 
score  of  miles  to  look  at  him,  that  dames  of  High 
Transparency  "  flung  themselves  at  his  head." — 
I  shall  not  soon  forget  a  lovely  autumn  evening  at 
Mayence,  with  the  full  harvest  moon  looking 
down  into  the  quiet  and  brimming  Rhine,  when 
the  military  bands  from  Castel  came  across  the 
bridge,  and,  establishing  themselves  beneath 
Liszt's  window  at  the  Hotel  de  Rkin,  treated  him 
to  such  a  serenade  as  no  money  could  buy  in  En- 
gland. The  picturesque  light  on  the  parti-color- 
ed uniforms — the  hearty  delight  of  the  players 
over  a  few  bottles  of  Rhine  wine,  sent  out  to  them 
— the  glory  and  spirit  of  the  open-air  music  be- 
low (one  piece  being  an  overture  (or  wind-instru- 
ments by  Mendelssohn,  little  known  in  England) 
— and  the  wit  and  cordiality  in  the  balcony, 
where  Liszt  stood,  looking  at  once  hlase  and  sar- 
castic, and  touched  by  a  homage  so  totally  une.'c- 
pected  ; — such  sights  and  impressions  were  with 
him  of  daily  and  nightly  occurrence.     The  years 
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of  man's  life  to  whicli  they  'belonp;  pass  like 
dreams,  or  the  vapors  from  wine,  or  else  a  Methu- 
saleh's  age  would  be  too  short  for  tlie  mere  retro- 
spect of  a  period  so  brilliant,  so  crowded,  so  joy- 
ous, so  noisy — with  all  its  magic  scenes  and 
strange  transformations.  But  quieter  folk  who 
have  caught  glimpses  at  such  a  career,  have  good 
matter  for  many  a  rainy  day's  "  recollection," 
when  the  time  shall  come  for  them  at  which  noth- 
ing is  found  comparable  to  "  the  times  that  have 
been  !  " 

And  then,  as  a  player,  Liszt  rises  up  above  his 
mates  as  something  of  a  ditf'erent  genius,  a  differ- 
ent race,  a  different  world,  to  every  one  else  who 
has  handled  the  piano.  He  is  not  to  be  consider- 
ed among  the  great  composers  also  [)ianists — who 
have  merely  treated  their  instrument  as  an  inter- 
preting medium; — but  as  a  Poet  who  executively 
employed  the  piano  as  his  means  of  utterance 
and  materials  for  creation.  In  mere  mechanical 
skill,  after  every  one  else  has  ended,  Liszt  had 
still  something  to  add  —  he  could  carry  every 
man's  discovery  further  :  could  exhibit  it  in  new 
forms.  If  he  was  surpassed  by  Thalberg  in  rich- 
ness of  sound,  he  surpassed  Thalberg  by  a  varie- 
ty of  tone  of  which  the  redoubtable  Viennese 
player  never  dreamed.  He  had  his  delicate,  and 
light,  and  freakish  moods  (as  when  playing  the 
"  Standchen"of  Schubert,  or  his  transcripts  of  the 
Tarentellas  and  CnZasc;ona?e  of  Naples)  in  which 
he  may  be  remembered  as  another  Chopin  for 
every  quality  of  fanc}',  sentiment,  and  fairy  bril- 
liancy which  made  Chopin  so  delicious.  In  sweep 
of  hand  and  rapidity  of  finger — in  fire  and  fine- 
ness of  execution — in  the  power  over  those  ex- 
quisite momentary  fancies  and  graceful  touches 
which,  when  the  music  admits  it,  add  so  much  to 
its  charm — in  a  memory  so  vast  and  comprehen- 
sive as  to  seem  almost  superhuman — in  a  lightning 
quickness  of  view,  enabling  him  to  penetrate  in- 
stantaneously the  meaning  of  a  new  composition, 
and  to  light  it  up  properly  with  its  own  inner 
.  spirit  (some  touches  of  his  own  brilliancy  added) 
— in  a  mastery,  complete,  spontaneous,  enjoying 
and  giving  enjoyment,  over  every  style  and  every 
school  of  music — all  those  who  have  ever  heard 
Liszt  frequently,  will  join  me  in  saying  he  was 
unapproached  among  executant  instrumental- 
ists! 

The  above  are  a  few  of  the  characteristics  of  the 
next  distinguished  artist  after  Mendelssolm,  whose 
name  will  be  remembered  as  connected  with  mu- 
sic in  the  Rhine  Land.  He,  too,  in  a  way  widely 
different  from  Mendelssohn,  loved  the  district 
■with  its  cheerful  towns  and  old  ruins,  and  joyous 
vineyards;  he,  too,  caught  its  spirit ;  he,  too,  had 
his  dream  of  settling  there  for  life.  He  was  to 
buj'  a  faery  island,  on  which  a  palace  of  Art  was 
to  be  built. — He,  too,  had  his  own  part  in  the 
■works  at  Cologne  Cathedral,  to  which  he  bad  been 
a  muniGcent  contributor;  and  in  the  progress  of 
his  sojourn  under  the  Seven  Hills;  and  of  his  tra- 
vels to  and  fro,  another  strong  interest,  more  im- 
mediately appealing  to  a  musician,  began  to  rise 
on  him,  which,  with  one  who  welcomes  sensations 
so  eagerly,  and  adopts  interests  so  warmly,, — 
presently  became  a  purpose,  a  passion,  and  a 
duty. 

It  may  be  some  dozen  years  ago  or  thereabouts 
that  the  musicians  and  amateurs  of  Germaay  be- 
gan to  fancy  that  a  statue  of  Beethoven,  in  Bee- 
thoven's birth-place,  would  be  a  creditable  object. 
And,  accordingly,  they  came  together,  and  opened 
a  subscription;  planned,  and  spoke,  and  clinked 
glasses,  and  sang ;  making  some  small  progress  in 
preparation.  Then  the  idea  was  allowed  to  doze, 
after  the  fashion  of  Germany.  For  the  enthusi- 
asm of  that  many-minded,  and  many-colored,  and 
many-peopled  land,  holds  "  moveable  feasts."  It 
is  apt  to  ebb,  to  abate,  to  dry  up  in  one  channel, 
■when  any  new  one,  offering  more  charming  op- 
portunities of  self-illustration — to-wit,  of  planning, 
speaking,  clinking  glasses,  and  singing  —  shall 
open  itself.  In  what  manner,  or  by  whom  the 
eager  beginning,  and  the  slack  continuation,  of 
the  scheme  were  brought  before  Liszt,  I  cannot 
tell.  Enough  that  he  asked  what  had  been  done, 
and  why  matters  "  dragged  their  slow  length 
along,"  and  being  told  that  want  of  funds  was  the 
hindrance,  he  announced  his  intention  of  making 


up  the  deficit  single-handed,  out  of  the  profits  of 
concerts  to  be  given.  Not  strange  to  say,  the  en- 
thusiasts, glad  to  be  rid  of  the  responsibility,  ac- 
cepted his  off'er  with  acclamation, — for  acclama- 
tion is  perhaps  the  most  cheap  and  comfortable 
exercise  of  generous  feeling  which  can  be  made. 
Not  strange  to  add,  Liszt  kept  his  ivord.  His  con- 
certs were  given ;  the  money  was  handed  over 
to  the  committee  ;  the  commission  for  the  statue 
was  entrusted  to  Herr  Hiihnel,  of  Dresden  ;  and 
the  inauguration  festival  was  appointed  for  the 
month  of  August,  1845. 

It  seemed  as  if  it  had  been  fated,  that,  from 
first  to  last,  in  the  arrangement  of  this  Apotheosis, 
there  should  be  trouble,  jealousy,  intrigue,  indiffer- 
ence, and  ill-report.  It  was  found  by  those  who 
had  stood  by  and  done  nothing,  that  Liszt  was 
put  too  forward  in  the  business ;  and  hence,  cer- 
tain groat  musicians,  averse  to  taking  any  but  the 
principal  part,  utterly  refused  to  cooperate  in,  or 
be  present  at,"^  the  Festival.  Then  came  the  visit 
of  our  Queen  and  the  Prince  Consort  to  Germany, 
still  further  to  traverse  all  engagements,  to  turn 
all  heads,  and  to  give  all  recusant  singers — averse, 
like  the  maestri,  to  self-effacement — an  excuse  for 
not  singing  music  which  offered  them  small  op- 
portunity for  shining,  save  by  self-effacement. — 
Further,  when  the  programme  was  somehow  or 
other  drawn  out — the  valuable  assistance  of  Dr. 
Spohr,  as  joint  conductor  with  Liszt,  secured — 
the  form  of  the  ceremonial,  and  the  pieces  of 
music  to  be  executed,  determined  upon — a  diffi- 
culty, which  would  have  been  forseen  anywhere 
save  in  Gotham  city,  suddenly  sprang  up  to  con- 
front and  to  confound  all  who  desired  that  the 
Festival  should  succeed.  In  the  middle  of  July, 
it  was  discovered,  for  the  first  time,  that  Bonn  had 
no  room  in  which  the  musical  performances  could 
take  place.  One  expedient  after  another  was  re- 
commended— one  fusty  room  aftur  another  pro- 
posed, with  those  anxious  promises  "  that  it  should 
be  made  to  look  handsome,"  -which  say  so  much 
to  the  experienced.  Luckily,  however,  Liszt  had 
a  voice  in  the  matter.  "  We  must  have  a  room 
built  on  purpose,"  said  he.  "  And  where  is  the 
money  to  come  from  ?  Who  is  to  pay  for  it  ?  "  re- 
plied the  wise  men  of  Bonn,  in  amazement  at  so 
dashing  a  proposal.  "  I  will,  if  the  Festival  fails," 
■was  Liszt's  answer. 

Such  an  "  /  ivill "  as  this,  of  course,  silences 
all  further  objection.  By  good  fortune,  Bonn  is 
only  now  one  hour  distant  from  Cologne  ;  and  the 
latter  city,  in  ilerx  Baumeisier  Zwirner  (the  head 
architect  of  the  new  works  at  the  Cathedral,) 
possesses  a  master-spirit,  at  once  experienced, 
energetic,  and  having  a  staff"  of  competent  work- 
men under  his  command.  A  waste  plot  of  gar- 
den ground  in  a  suitable  situation  ivas  at  once 
pitched  upon ;  the  trees  were  grubbed  up ;  the 
earth  was  levelled;  timber  was  fished  up  out  of 
one  of  the  great  Rhine  rafts ;  decorations  were 
made  at  Cologne  ;  and  the  Fest-Halle  rose  like  a 
palace  in  a  faery  tale.  In  such  temporary  build- 
ings, I  have  often  thought  the  Germans  expend 
their  entire  stock  of  taste.  Assuredly  never  did 
concert-room  answer  its  purpose  better :  few  have 
ever  been  so  thoroughly  picturesque.  The  Fest- 
Halle  was  an  oblong  apartment,  nearly  three  hun- 
dred feet  in  length,  with  a  nave  defined  by  two 
rows  of  fourteen  arches  each.  The  roof,  with  its 
timbers  displayed  in  the  old  fashion,  was  tinted  .a 
pale  blue  :  the  I)eam-work  was  liberally  festooned 
with  those  rich  garlands  of  oak  leaves  which  one 
sees  no  where  else  save  in  Germany.  Up  the  pil- 
lars, which  were  so  many  fir-trees  merely  trim- 
med— not  shaped  and  planed — ivy  had  been 
trained  :  the  walls  were  hung  with  a  cool  pale- 
red  paper,  the  effect  of  which,  seen  from  a  dis- 
tance, and  in  such  cpiantity,  was  almost  that  of 
a  warm  and  delicately-tinted  marble.  As  might 
have  been  expected,  the  resonance  of  the  edifice 
thus  constructed  was  entirely  satisfactory. 

[To  be  continued.] 


Othello's  Occupation  Gone. — We  hear 
of  a  new  contrivance  called  the  "  Magnetic  Page- 
turner,"  which  enables  a  pianist  to  turn  over  the 
leaves  of  music  without  pausing  from  playing.  Oh 
dear !  What  loill  some  folks  do  now  at  parties  ? 


Letter  from  Williem  Mason. 

[The  following  private  letter  of  onr  young  Boston 
pianist  to  a  friend  is  printed  by  permission  in  the  Tra-c- 
eller,  tlie  editor  whereof  declares  himself  at  a  loss  which 
to  admire  most,  the  critical  power  displayed,  or  the  pa- 
tient courtesy  which  dictated  such  a  valuable  reply  to 
such  singular  question.] 

MEDFiEi,D,"Sept.  14,  1S54. 

Dear  Sir: — Your  note  is  received,  requesting 
my  opinion  as  to  what  frame  of  mind  a  writer  for 
the.piano-forte  should  be  in  -when  composing  ;  how 
a  piano-forte  player  should  treat  the  compositions 
of  others,  and  what  is  the  secret  of  the  differenee 
of  effect  produced  by  the  playing  of  the  same 
pieces  in  apparently  the  same  manner  by  different 
performers.  It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  give  a 
pen-and-ink  answer  to  your  questions,  for  music 
cannot  he  discoursed  of  with  that  definiteness  and 
"  hard-fact  "  precision  which  distinguished  Mr. 
Gradgrind's  parliamentary  reports.  Musical  ideas 
— the  sentiments,  emotions  and  feelings  of  the 
composer,  his  delicious  imaginings,  and  his  dreamy 
wal.ks  through  tone-land — can  only  be  expressed 
in  musical  tones;  words  not  being  sufficiently 
subtle,  emotional  and  definite  for  the  purpose. 
Were  we  seated  at  the  piano-forte,  with  a  Sonata 
of  Beethoven  before  us,  perhaps  I  could  give  some- 
thing like  a  satisfactory  answer  to  your  queries, 
by  playing  the  Sonata,  phrase  by  phrase,  and 
commenting  on  it  as  we  advanced  ;  but  I  fear  that 
anj  attempt  to  give  a  word-painting  of  the  matter 
will  prove  as  unprofitable  as  it  will  be  difficult. 
I  have  no  objection,  however,  to  giving  you  a 
rough  sketch  of  my  ideas  on  the  subjects  involved; 
it  being  understood,  beforehand,  that  I  have  little 
faith  in  the  utility  of  such  an  attempt. 

1.  As  to  the  frame  of  mind  in  which  a  writer 
for  the  piano-forte  should  be  luhcn  composing  ? 
This  is  rather  a  broad  question.  It  is  not  for  me 
to  say  what  frame  of  mind  anybody  should  be  in, 
under  any  circumstances.  Judging  from  my  own 
limited  experience,  I  should  say  that,  when  a 
composer  sits  down  to  write  for  the  piano-forte, 
he  generally  has  "something  on  his  mind,"  which 
he  intends  to  put  down  on  paper.  In  music,  as  in 
literature,  ideas  ofter  come  unbidden  ;  and  often 
when  bidden  they  come  not.  Emotions  adapted 
for  musical  treatment  are  often  excited  by  a  lovely 
landscape,  by  a  line  of  poetry,  by  a  prayer. 
Where  musical  inspiration  dwells,  or  whence  it 
comes,  it  is  difficult,  perhaps  impossible,  to  tell. 
We  only  know  that  it  is  fed  by  streams  which 
fiow  from  within  us,  and  that  when  we  would 
trace  them  to  their  source,  we  are  attempting  to 
follow  subtle  influences  which  lose  themselves  in 
the  depths  of  our  being.  A  composer  having 
these  emotions,  and  experiencing  these  flashes  of 
inspiration,  seeks  to  give  them  expression.  If  he 
wish  to  express  them  on  the  piano-forte,  he  must 
of  course  understand  the  acoustical  qualities  and 
powers  of  that  instrument.  And  here  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  a  superior  composer  of  music  in 
general  may  not  be  a  superior  writer  for  the 
piano-forte  in  particular,  because  he  may  not 
know  its  peculiar  powers  and  understand  its  ne- 
cessities. For  example,  orchestral  composers  some- 
tiiues,  when  writing  for  the  piano-forte,  write 
their  ideas  on  paper  as  they  imagine  them,  with- 
out reference  to  their  execution  by  the  player; 
and  in  this  way  many  awkward  and  clumsy  pas- 
sages occur,  in  which  the  effect  desired  by  the 
composer  cannot  he  produced.  Such  passages,  as 
the  Germans  say,  are  not  written  Claviermassig  ; 
that  is,  they  are  not  adapted  to  certain  specialities 
of  the  piano. forte,  and  in  writing  them  the  author 
did  not  think  of  the  fact  that  the'human  hand  can- 
not accomplish  impossibilities.  This  is  the  case 
with  some  passages  in  Beethoven's  piano-forte 
sonatas.  In  these  compositions,  so  replete  with 
musical  ideas  of  the  utmost  puiity,  so  genius- 
stamped,  and  so  justly  admired  and  loved  by 
every  true  artist,  there  occur  passages  which  can- 
not be  played  so  as  to  do  entire  justice  to  the 
probable  conceptions  of  the  author.  Nevertheless, 
it  would  be  a  inost  audacious  person  who  should 
alter  any  of  these  passages.  No  one  but  Beetho- 
ven could  do  that. 

The  musical  emotion  or  idea  which  is  to  serve 
as  a  theme  or  text  for  a  composition  being  deter- 
mined upon,  the  composer  developes  it,  or  "  works 
it  up,"  or  "treats"  it  according  to  his  mental  and 
musical  organization.  A  very  short  theme  or 
text  sometimes  serves  as  the  basis  of  a  long  musi- 
cal discourse.  In  the  hands  of  Genius  a  short 
theme  is  frequently  more  available  than  a  long 
one.  The  theme  of  the  first  movement  of  Beet- 
hoven's C  minor  Symphony  consists  of  but  four 
tones. 
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The  theme  may  be  considered  (by  way  of  introduc- 
ing a  comparison  which  tlie  unmusical  can  readily 
understand)  as  the  composer's  sweetheart,  whom  he 
wislies  should  possess  an  abundant  wardrobe,  so  that 
she  can  array  lierself  in  every  possible  atti'activc 
garb.  He  dresses  his  theme  first  in  one  tone-altire, 
and  tlien  another :  he  walks  with  it  by  purling  streams 
of  harmony ;  he  disperses  the  cords  and  listens  to  its 
voice  through  a  perspective  of  sound;  lie  throws 
around  it  all  the  ornaments  and  embroideries  which 
he  can  weave  from  the  materials  at  his  disposal,  and 
sometimes,  like  a  too  ardent  lover,  he  becomes  half- 
crazed  and  mars  his  subject  by  indiscreet  and  ex- 
aggerated treatment.  To  write  well  for  the  piano- 
forte, one  must  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
acoustical  qualities  of  the  instrument  and  the  resources 
of  manual  execution.  In  this  respect,  Liszt  is  an  ex- 
cellent nodel;  as  his  transcriptions  of  Beethoven's 
Symphonies,  Schubert's  songs,  and  his  own  composi- 
tions, especially  his  latest,  (which  are  particularly 
adayted  to  bring  out  and  show  off  the  resources  and 
special  characteristics  of  the  pianoforte,)  prove  beyond 
all  question.  Th^re  is  a  class  of  pieces  written  by 
modern  pianists,  intended  to  exhibit  the  possibilities 
of  manual  execution,  and  the  mechanical  capabilities 
of  the  pianoforte,  which  do  not  deserve  the  name  of 
musical  compositions,  because  there  is  very  little  mu- 
sic in  them.  In  their  composition  only  startling  and 
mechanical  effects  are  sought,  without  any  reference  to 
poetic  and  artistic  feeling.  They  are  mere  "show" 
pieces — the  ground-and-Iofty  tumbling  of  pianism. 
Still,  they  should  not  be  entirely  cast  asice.  They  are 
useful  in  a  musico-gymnastic  way,  in  developing  ex- 
ecutive power;  and  many  of  the  capacities  of  the  in- 
strument, which  are  now  found  useful  in  works  of  true 
art  would  perhaps  have  never  been  unveiled  but  for 
them. 

2.  How  should  a  pianoforte  player  ireut  the  composi- 
tions of  others  ?  It  is  my  opinion  that  an  author's 
works  should  be  considered  inviolate.  In  m}'  own 
case,  I  feel  such  a  reverence  for  the  masters  of  our 
art,  that  I  always  try  to  pay  the  most  respectful  at- 
tention to  every  note  and  mark  they  have  written — to 
adhere,  in  short,  strictly  to  musical  truth. 

3.  What  is  the  secret  of  the  difference  of  effect  produced 
in  tlie  playing  of  the  same  pieces  in  apparently  the  same 
manner  by  different  pei'formers  ?  I  suppose  this  differ- 
ence arises  from  the  fact  that  some  performers  are 
true  artists  and  that  oihers  are  mere  machines.  To 
perform  properly  a  musical  work,  the  performer  must 
possess  a  degree  of  poetic  feeling  and  artistic  appre- 
ciation— of  insight  or  intuition,  which  will  enable  him 
to  penetrate  the  mystery  and  understand  the  spirit  of 
the  composition  and  place  himself  in  harmony  with 
the  musical  condition  of  the  composer  ;  and  then  in 
addition  to  all  this,  he  must  have  a  nervous  and  mus- 
cular organization  of  such  power  and  delicacy  that  it 
will  instantly  respond  to  every  touch  of  emotion,  as  an 
admirably  constructed  instrument  responds  to  the 
touch  of  the  player.  A  person  may  observe,  in  his 
playing,  every  mark  of  expression,  and  execute  a 
composition  just  right  in  every  mechanical  particular, 
and  yet  foil  to  give  anything  like  a  true  or  proper 
interpretation  thereof,  inasmuch,  as  the  spirit,  the  soul 
of  the  composition  may  be  wanting.  Mere  talent 
may  understand  genius ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  noth- 
ing short  of  genius  itself  can  interpret  genius,  can  re- 
produce its  utteranctes  so  as  to  bring  their  meanings 
home  to  the  souls  of  all.  Could  you  hear  Liszt  play 
as  he  now  plays,  and  as  it  has  often  been  my  good  for- 
tune to  hear  him  play,  you  would  soon  not  only  see 
hut  feel  the  truth  of  the  remark  last  above  expressed. 

Most  truly  yours, 

\Vm.  Mason. 


Impresario  Hackett. 

The  "  Man  in  the  Omnibus  "  is  contributing  a 
pleasant  series  of  musical  gossipings  to  Willis's 
Musical  World;  among  other  things,  the  follow- 
ing: 

From  my  point  of  retired  observation  this 
morning,  I  see,  through  my  opposite  window,  our 
last  great  Art-manager,  Mr.  Hackett.  He  stops 
and  gazes  up  at  the  new  Metropolitan,  which  is 
rising  bravely  again,  over  the  ashes  of  the  old 
eilifice.  He  is  thmking,  perhaps,  of  securing  the 
new  locality  in  the  rear  for  Grisi  and  Mario :  and, 
now  he  passes  up  Broaj:lvvay,  probably  to  pay  the 
distinguished  pair  a  morning  visit  of  congratula- 
tion on  the  immense  house  of  last  night. 

Hackett  is  one  of  the  few  men  in  the  dramatic 
profession  who  does  not  look  the  stage :  a  plain, 
sturdy,  substantial  gentleman,  strongly  featured 
and  dressed  with  simplicity.  The  only  extremely 
fine   thing   about   him,   I   observe,   is  his  linen. 


■which,  though  many  leagues  of  comparative 
splendor  this  side  of  Mons.  JuUien's,  is  still  a 
little  in  advance  of  the  ordinary,  Broadway  shirt- 
bosom  aspiration. 

Mr.  Hackett  has  had  an  eventful  life  of  it: 
first  as  merchant;  then  as  husband  of  a  distin- 
gnished  actress;  then,  by  a  sudden  reverse  of 
fortune,  and  as  sudilen  revelation  of  his  own 
genius,  a  distinguished  actor  himself:  —  now,  a 
bridge  of  enterprise  across  the  Atlantic,  over 
which  have  walked  safely  the  timorous  Grisi  and 
the  half-indifferent;  Mario:  neither  of  whom 
■wanted  to  come,  and  neither  of  whom  ■would 
have  come  but  for  the  resolute  enterprise  of  Mr. 
Hackett. 

This  reminds  me  of  a  conversation  between 
Mr.  Hackett  and  a  company  of  St.  Nicholas 
diners,  the  other  day.  After  a  preliminary  ar- 
rangement had  been  concluded  with  Grisi  and 
Mario,  and  they  had  promised  to  come  provided 
the  necessary  security  were  deposited  by  a  cer- 
tain time  with  Baring  Brothers,  Mr.  Hackett  left 
for  New  York.  And  now,  Grisi,  who  greatly 
dreaded  the  sea,  began  to  pray  Heaven  that- Mr. 
Hackett  might  never  come  back  again.  Certain 
manoeuvering  managers  in  London  assured  her 
that  he  would  not :  that  he  never  would  be  able 
to  raise  the  stipulated  security :  times  were  hard 
in  the  United  States :  money  scarce,  etc. 

But  Mr.  Hackett  did  come :  on  his  visit  to 
Grisi  behind  the  scenes  in  the  evening,  Mario 
told  him  that  Madame  had  been  crying  all  the 
morning  over  his  arrival.  ^  On  meeting  her,  Grisi 
said  she  was  glad  to  see  him.  That's  a  fib,  said 
Mr.  Hackett:  you  are  not  glad  to  see  me,  you 
have  been  crying.  "  Ah,  but  I  am  glad  to  see 
Mr.  Hackett — and  sorry  to  see  the  manager. — 
But  shall  I  have  to  go  over  the  water  in  such  a 
little  bo.K  as  I  cross  the  channel  in '?" 

"  O  no,"  said  Mr.  Hackett.  "  You  will  go 
over  on  a  sort  of  an  island ;  and  your  room  will 
be  as  large  as  this  dressing  room  of  yours.  Be- 
sides, I  will  speak  to  jhe  captain,  and  we  will  try 
to  spi'ead  a  kind  of  oil  all  over  the  sea,  to  keep 
the  waves  down." 

And  the  first  few  days  out  it  really  seemed  so : 
the  Atlantic  being  quite  calm.  But  then  it  grew 
rough,  and  poor  Grisi  was  in  despair:  she  did  not 
leave  her  state-room.  The  great  difficulty  she 
found  with  the  vessel  ■was,  that  it  rocked  her  the 
wrong  way.  The  steamer  was  pitching  at  the  time 
and  this  was  opposed  to  all  Grisi's  early  reminis- 
cences of  cradle  movement. 


THE    VOICE    OF    AUTUMN. 

B^  WILLIAM  CULLEN  BRYANT. 

There  comes,  from  yonder  height, 

A  soft  repining  sound. 
Where  forest  leaves  are  bright 
And  fall,  like  flakes  of  light. 

To  the  ground. 
It  is  the  autumn  breeze. 

That,  lightly  floating  on, 
Just  skims  the  weedy  leas, 
Just  stirs  the  glowing  trees, 

And  is  goue. 
He  moans  by  sedgy  brook. 

And  visits  with  a  sigh 
The  last  pale  flowers  that  look, 
From  out  their  sunny  nook, 

At  the  B'.<y. 

O'er  shouting  children  flies 
That  light  October  wiud. 
And,  kissing  cheeks  and  eyes. 
Ha  leaves  their  merry  cries 

Far  behind, 

And  wanders  on  to  make 
That  soft  uneasy  sound 
By  distant  wood  and  lake, 
Where  distant  fountains  break 

From  the  ground. 

No  bower  where  maidens  dwell 

Can  win  a  moment's  stay ; 
Nor  fair  untrodden  dell; 
He  sweeps  the  upland  swell. 
And  away ! 


Mourn'st  thou  thy  homeless  state  ? 

Oh  soft,  repining  wind  ! 
That  early  seek'st  and  late 
The  rest  it  is  thy  fate 

Not  to  find. 

Not  on  the  mountain's  breast, 

Not  on  the  ocean's  shore. 
In  all  the  East  and  West:— 
The  wind  that  stops  to  rest 
Is  no  move. 

By  valleys,  woods,  and  springs. 

No  wonder  thou  shouklst  grieve 
For  all  the  glorious  things 
Thou  touchest  with  thy  wings. 

And  must  leave. 

*— ^ — k 

From  the  New  York  Tribune  of  Oct.  2. 

New  York  Academy  of  Music. 

The  New  York  Academy  of  Blusic  is  an  insti- 
tution secured  by  a  State  charter,  carrying  on  its 
face  a  generous,  national  and  artistic  purpose — 
namely,  the  cultivation  of  Music — the  instruction 
of  American  artists  in  the  beautiful  mysteries  of 
the  lyrical  calling,  of  course  both  as  composers 
and  performers,  and  consequently  securing  to 
them  of  right,  when  qualified,  an  American  plat- 
form for  the  display  of  their  gifts  before  an  Anier- 
can  public,  interested  in  the  progress  of  their 
country.  This  peculiar  radical  quality  of  the 
Academv  is  the  main  reason  which  induced  the 
Legislature  finally  to  grant  the  charter,  which 
they  refused  on  the  original  application  for  it, 
certain  members  looking  upon  it  as  nothing  but  a 
theatre,  without  a  special  educational  purpose. 
Until  we  learn  the  contrary,  we  shall  believe  that 
the  stockholders,  their  word  being  pledged  to  that 
effect,  will  make  the  dillettanteism  of  their  choice 
opera  seats  the  least  consideration,  and  endeavor 
by  all  means  in  their  power  to  render  this 
American  Academy  of  Music,  sooner  or  later,  a 
living  truth,  a  great  correspondent  with  its  name, 
and  not  a  hit  or  miss  theatre  for  the  newest  come 
vulgar  adventurer  from  Europe,  rich  in  the  "  sci- 
ence of  humbug;"  but  that  they  will  make  it  one 
of  the  agents  for  putting  us  intellectually  abreast 
with  the  art-civilization  of  Europe,  and  of  widen- 
ing the  area  of  our  judgment  on  liberal  pursuits, 
and  elevating  the  artist  only  as  he  can  be  eleva- 
ted, socially  and  historically,  under  an  industrial 
democracy  like  our  own. 

These  large  and  pregnant  views  of  the  intent 
of  the  Academy  render  it  in  our  estimation  wor- 
thy of  being  an  object  of  permanent  public  inter- 
est. Without  them  it  would  be  a  misnomer  and  a 
fraud.  It  is  an  "  Academy  of  Music  "  so  charter- 
ed. No  European  opera-house  takes  that  name, 
without  having  a  school  connected  with  it.  We 
now  propose  to  analyze,  scalpel  in  hand,  the  whole 
body  of  the  edifice,  treating  it  on  the  grounds  pf 
taste,  and  also  with  reference  to  its  adaptation  in 
means  to  the  beneficent  ends  set  forth  in  its  char- 
ter. 

It  has  been  habitually  stated,  in  the  journals 
and  otherwise,  that  this  Academy  is  the  largest 
theatrical  building  in  the  world ;  and  that  it  con- 
tains nearly  five  thousand  seats ;  and  the  reason 
given  for  the  introduction  of  so  many  seats,  is 
simply  the  difference  of  our  social  and  political 
system  compared  with  the  systems  of  Europe, 
which  establish  grades  and  castes  there,  and  ena- 
ble a  few  privileged  persons  to  have  e.xclusive 
boxes  at  the  opera,  in  accordance  with  the  whole 
exclusiveness  of  their  intercourse.  Here,  how- 
ever, the  privileged  orders  being  wanting,  and 
there  not  being,  as  has  already  been  proved,  the 
stamina  to  support  a  private-box  system,  it  was 
believed  that  if  a  house  was  built  sufficiently  large 
to  admit  at  cheap  rates  a  great  crowd — far  greater 
than  any  European  house  is  capable  of  holding — 
the  opera  could  succeed,  especially  if  rendered 
through  the  English  language  liberally  every  sea- 
son. A  house  capable  of  holding  4,500  or  5,000 
people  could  sustain  a  company  at  an  average  of 
fifty  cents ;  and  certainly  the  history  of  the  lyrical 
drama  shows  that  when  the  opera  is  given  in  En- 
glish with  good  singers,  a  paying  support  is  not 
wanting  to  it  in  New  York.     Well,  the   Acad- 


(d; 


^-- 


(cn\ 


/pi 


-h^ 


DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


emy  after  tlie  delays  due  its  elaborations,  is  so  far 
finished  as  to  be  open  to-night,  and  it  has  4,600 
seats,  the  largest  number  of  any  theatre  or  opera 
house  in  the  world.  Tliis,  however,  is  but  one 
phase  of  the  matter.  Are  these  4,600  seats,  each 
and  all,  such  that  persons  can  witness  the  per- 
formance and  be  properly  accommodated,  and  is 
the  opera  house  the  greatest  in  the  world  ? 
These  questions  can  be  easily  answered. 

The  Academy  of  Music  is  204  feet  in  length 
and  114  feet  in  width  at  the  auditorium  part,  and 
and  121  feetat  thestage  ;  hence  covering  an  area 
of  24,020  square  feet,"of  which  9,760  square  feet 
are  the  area  of  the  stage  and  its  dependencies, 
and  14,260  square  feet  are  appropriated  to  the 
auditorium,  saloons,  lobbies  and  so  forth. 

Of  the  4,600  seats  there  would  be  of  course  in 
any  theatre  preferable  ones,  growing  out  of  rela- 
tive proximity  to  the  stage  ;  butat  this  time  of  day, 
■with  the  lights  of  architecture  to  guide  us,  and 
the  requisitions  of  a  free  community  to  inspire  us, 
there  should  be  no  seat  in  a  theatre  of  such  gen- 
erous claims  and  aspects  as  the  Academy,  which 
■would  deny  the  sight  of  the  stage  and  the  ordi- 
nary comforts  of  a  cliair.  But  the  public  will  be 
surprised  to  learn  that  full  one-half  of  the  seats  of 
our  Academy  cut  off  the  auditor,  who  is  also  a 
spectator,  from  a  view  of  the  stage ;  and  thou.gh 
he  may  hear  what  is  going  on,  he  cannot  see  the 
performers,  or  any  of  the  stage  effects.  We  make 
this  statement  after  a  careful  examination  of  the 
house  from  top  to  bottom.  How  can  this  be,  it  may 
be  asked,  in  a  house  most  deliberatelj'  built  and 
set  up  as  a  model  in  its  kind  for  admiration  and 
imitation  '!  In  answering  this  we  would  state  that 
there  is  a  right  size  and  shape  for  every  thing, 
and  the  Academy,  the  means  of  its  site  consider- 
ed, has  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  of  these  re- 
quisitions, and  therefore,  'we  regret  to  say,  artisti- 
cally it  is  a  failure.  It  sets  (forth  with  immense 
claims,  unequalled  in  its  way  in  this  country  or  in 
Europe,  and  accordingly  challenges  consideration  ; 
and  we  may  add  that  the  days  of  artistic  ignor- 
ance and  critical  pussilaniraity  may  be  put  an  end 
to  in  America,  so  soon  as  everything  artistic  is 
measured  according  to  its  pretensions.  To  come 
to  the  point :  The  cause  of  the  failure  arises  sole- 
ly from  an  attempt  to  do  more  than  the  premises 
■warranted.  The  architects  of  the  country  were 
summoned  to  produce  plans  for  a  theatre  to  hold 
the  vast  number  of  nearly  5,000  persons,  all  com- 
fortably seated — a  thing  simply  impossible  upon  a 
lot  of  such  a  size.  The  result  is  a  house  construct- 
ed upon  the  old  plan  as  to  shape — namely  the 
horse-shoe,  -which  has  nothing  to  recommend  it 
and  everything  to  condemn  it — which  forbids  by 
the  science  of  radii  a  great  portion  of  the  specta- 
tors latterally  placed  from  seeing  the  sta2e,andat 
the  same  time  by  its  extended  periphery  drives 
those  occupying  the  front  seats  in  the  auditorium 
— which  should  be  among  the  best  in  the  house — 
to  an  unreasonable  and  unnecessary  distance  from 
the  actors.  To  this  defect  may  be  added  ano- 
ther, that  while  half  of  the  spectators  cannot  see 
the  stage,  the  other  half  have  diminished  comforts 
owing  to  the  crowded  state  of  the  whole.  Besides, 
the  squeezing,  corset-like  process  which  marks  the 
interior  of  the  Academy,  has  resulted  in  the  mi- 
nor defecf  of  the  construction  of  the  saloons  and 
the  absence  of  a  central  aisle  to  the  parquet.  All 
the  chairs  in  the  parquet,  550  in  number,  of 
course  command  a  good  view  ;  they  have,  in  com- 
mon _  with  those  in  the  boxes,  certain  comforts, 
among  which  we  may  name  that  they  are  con- 
structed so  that  the  seat  closes  up  by  a  sprinor 
■when  it  is  unoccupied,  and  leaves  a  space  for  the 
auditor  to  stand  up  in  and  let  any  one  pass  with 
ease.  The  uniform  space  allotted  to  each  seat  is 
one  foot  seven  inches  by  two  feet  eight ;  had  this 
space  been  two  feet  by  three  it  would  admit  of 
comfortable  arms  to  each  chair,  and  be  in  every 
other  respect  the  equals  of  the  best  arm-chair  at 
the  fireside.  An  object  of  the  theatre  is  draw 
people  from  the  comforts  of  home  ;  and  up  to  this 
time,  so  far  as  the  seats  of  our  theatre  are  con- 
cerned, they  have  been  constructed  as  if  with  the 
especial  object  of  repelling  spectators.  The  first 
tier  of  boxes  of  the  Academy  contains  700  chairs ; 
and  even  at  this  elevation  there  are  some  specta- 
tors ■who  will  have  to  twist  themselves  to  see  the 
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stage,  owing  to  the  ■vicious  form  of  the  house  be- 
fore alluded  to.  The  second  tier  contains  700 
chairs,  some  disposed  in  private  opera  boxes  in  the 
rear;  in  this  tier  about  one-fourth  of  the  seats  are 
cut  oif  from  a  perfect  view  of  the  stage.  The 
third  tier  has  600  chairs,  and  of  these  one-third 
are  cut  off  from  any  view  of  the  stage.  The 
fourth  tier,  or  amphi-theatre^,  contains  1,850  seats, 
all  benches  ;  out  of  these,  300 — namely,  all  the 
lateral  seats — are  entirely  deprived  of  any  view 
of  any  portion  of  the  stage,  and  the  spectators 
therein  can  see  nothing  of  the  auditorium  except 
the  dome  and  the  occupants  of  the  benches  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  same  tier.  Of  the  remain- 
ing 1,050  places  in  this  last  tier,  about  one-half 
have  a  partial  and  the  other  a  good  view  of  the 
stage.  Besides  these  open  seats,  there  are  four- 
teen proscenium-boxes,  holding  150  persons. 

We  have  now  been  treating  of  sight;  of  the 
sound-properties,  or  acoustic  requisitions  of  the 
house,  indispensible  to  such  a  building,  there  ap- 
pears, as  far  as  we  could  form  an  opinion,  every 
reason  to  pronounce  them  a  complete  success ; 
the  test,  however,  we  applied  was  with  the  build- 
ing empty.  This  question  can  only  be  deter- 
mined with  the  house  full — as  it  will  be  undoubt- 
edly, to-night.  It  may  be  added  that  the  present 
imperfect  developmonts  of  the  science  of  acoustics 
are  such  that  with  all  architects  the  sonorous 
success  of  any  of  their  buildings  must  be  un- 
certain. 

As  to  the  relative  size  of  this  house  compared 
■with  the  great  theatres  of  Europe,  and  in  view  of 
the  absurd  claim  sot  up  for  it  as  the  largest  in  the 
world,  we  subjoin  a  tabular  statement  which  we 
have  compiled  ■with  great  care  and  labor  from 
the  plans  of  all  the  theatres  of  Europe.  From 
this  it  will  be  seen  that  there  ai-e  at  least  twelve 
much  larger  theatre's — some  of  them  covering 
nearly  twice  the  area  contained  within  the  walls 
of  this  establishment. 

EELATIVE  SIZE  OF  DIFFERENT  GREAT  THEATRES. 

Area  of      Area  of 
■Wliole  area      stage  and    auditor- 
Name.  in  square       dependen-    ium  and 

feet.  cies.  depend- 

encies. 

N.  T.  Academy  of  Music 24,020  9,760  14,260 

Academie  of  Paris 51,300  28,800  22,1,00 

La  Scala,  Milan 40.300  17.650  22,750 

San  Carlos,  Naples 39,825  15,525  24.300 

Covent  Garden,  London 35,475  17,325  18.150 

Drury  Lane,  London 33,075  12,450  20'925 

Alexander,  Petersburg 41,600  17,600  24.000 

Imperial,  Petersburg 45,000  21,750  23,250 

Opera,  Munich 49,300  23,800  25.500 

Carlo  Felice,  Genoa 43,500  15,9.10  27,550 

Opera,  Berlin 29,700  12,100  17,600 

Bordeaux — Of  this  -we  were  unable  to  obtain  plan?,  but  it  may 
be  generally  stated  that  it  is  by  far  thfe  largest  theatre  in 
Europe. 

A  paramount  object  of  a  great  theatre,  aloncr 
with  the  accommodation  of  the  spectators,  is  the 
spectacle  to  be  seen,  and  from  the  foregoing  table 
it  appears  that  no  regard  has  been  had  to  the 
relative  stage-proportions  of  our  Academy.  It  is' 
clear  that,  with  one  exception,  nearly  as  great 
an  area  has  been  devoted  in  the  above  European 
houses  to  the  stage  as  to  the  auditorium.  The 
exception  is  that  of  the  Paris  Academic,  in 
which  some  6,000  more  square  feet  is  given  to 
the  stage  than  to  the  auditorium,  and  accordingly 
this  establishment  is  unequalled  in  Europe  for  its 
scenic  effects.  In  the  New  York  Academy,  how- 
ever, the  stage  covers  but  little  more  than  one- 
half  of  "the  space  given  to  the  auditorium,  its 
depth  from  curtain  to  the  rear  wall  being  only 
57  feet,  rendering  impossible  some  of  the  grand- 
est effects,  as  they  are  produced  on  the  boards  in 
Europe. 

The  decorative  portions  of  the  Academy  next 
claim  our  attention.  They  diflfer  from  those  of 
any  other  American  Theatre  in  so  far  as  they  rely 
almost  entirely  on  form  and  not  on  color  for  their 
artistic  effect.  They  are  massive  and  not  aerial.  In 
the  dispositions  of  the  carvings  there  ^s  often  a  want 
of  relief,  from  the  deficiency  of  a  leading  idea  in  the 
designs.  The  front  of  the  boxes  on  a  level  with 
the  parquet  is  ornamented  with  balustrades  which, 
together  with  their  background,  are  white.  The 
front  of  the  second  tier  is  decorated  with  chande- 
liers richly  gilt  and  alternated  with  beautiful  sta- 
tues of  infants  playing  upon  different  musical  in- 
struments.    The  front  of  the  third  tier  is  somewhat 


similar  in  its  ornaments ;  the  front  of  the  fourth 
tier  or  amphitheatre  has  panels  filled  with  gilt  or- 
naments. No  chromatic  decoration  is  used  in  the 
ornamentation  of  this  portion  of  the  house.  The 
efJ'ect,  therefore,  is  cold  and  chalky,  and  there 
is  a  want  of  harmony  between  the  boxes  and  the 
dome,  the  dome  being  richly  and  appropriately 
painted  in  embellished  panels,  two  of  which  are 
filled  with  figures  of  Music  and  Poetry,  and  the 
other  two  with  Comedy  and  Tragedy.  This  dome, 
from  the  pencil  of  Signor  Allegri,  may  be  indi- 
viduated, its  coloring  being  elegant  and  harmo- 
nious, and  its  whole  efi'ect  magnificent. 

The  boxes  are  supported,  throughout  the  house, 
by  massive  pillars ;  some  of  the  decorations  of 
which  columns  produce  an  effect  which  is  found 
in  the  grand  edifices  of  Europe,  and  which  has  not 
been  known  in  the  theatres  of  this  country.  But 
many  of  the  details  of  ornament  are  ■wanting  in 
purity  of  design.  The  general  effect  of  the  Cary^ 
atides  which  are  attached  to  the  pillars  of  the  boxes 
is  very  good,  and  will  strike  particularly  the  un- 
traveled  spectator.  Multiplied  as  they  are  in  this 
house,  they  remind  me  very  sensibly  of  the  great 
part  they  play  in  the  architectural  resources  of 
Europe.  These  massive  supports  of  boxes,  how- 
ever, render  the  unsupported  dome  offensive  to 
the  eye  of  taste. 

The  curtain  is  splendid.  It  is  fifty  by  fifty-four 
feet.  The  subject  is  two  rich  screens  of  Italian 
architecture',  through  which  are  visible,  right,  left, 
and  centre,  the  courts  of  the  palace,  the  fa9ade 
closing  the  perspective.  The  screens  and  the  pal- 
ace, are  resplendent  in  columnar  decorations  and 
statuary,  and  coalesce  in  ornamentation  with  the 
general  temper  of  the  auditorium.  The  composition 
affords  a  fine  scope  for  aerial  perspective.  This  is 
painted  bj'  Signor  Allegri,  who,  we  may  mention, 
has  also  painted  the  scenery  of  four  operas  about 
to  be  given,  some  of  which  is  superb,  and  all  of  it 
good  stock-scenery.  Signor  Allegri  has  also  had 
the  construction  of  the  admirable  stage  ma- 
chinery, and  all  the  stage  arrangements  and 
economics. 

The  architect,  Mr.  Saeltzer,  has  not  overlooked 
the  importance  of  artificial  ventilation,  but  it  seem- 
ed to  us  that  the  apertures  of  escape  for  the  viti- 
ated air  of  a  building  to  contain  so  large  a  crowd 
were  much  too  small.  The  provisions  against  fire 
are  admirable — four  reservoirs  are  placed  on  the 
roof,  each  containing  from  1,500  to  2,000  gallons 
of  water,  and  connected  with  them  appliances  ad- 
mitting of  the  flooding  of  the  house  in  any  emer- 
gency. 

The  building  was  commenced  in  May,  1853, 
and,  considering  the  vast  amount  of  work,  has 
been  completed  with  laudable  dispatch.  The  cost 
of  the  lot  is  stated  at  $60,000,  the  building  at 
$275,000,  making  in  all  $335,000. 

Such  a  sum  as  this  ought  to  have  afforded  a 
house  capable  of  holding  the  numbers  which  this 
professes  to  do,  besides  the  necessary  music  rooms 
for  an  Academy  where  troops  of  students  could 
be  accommodated  with  the  locality  due  their  prac- 
tice individually  and  collectively.  Thus  it  seems 
that  not  only  were  the  requirements  of  the  Thea- 
tre impossible  on  such  a  small  lot,  but  the  claims 
of  the  Academy  in  connection  ■n'ith  it  as  to  prac- 
ticing rooms,  musical  library,  declamatory  halls, 
and  other  means  of  instruction,  have  been  con- 
temptuously ignored. 

As  we  have  so  condemned  the  shape  of  this 
house,  it  is  due  to  the  reader  to  explain  scientifi- 
cally what  ought  to  be  its  form.  We  do  so  not 
for  the  purpose  of  provoking  discussion,  but  to 
state  a  law.  The  proper  shape  for  the  auditorium 
of  a  theatre  is  the  segment  of  a  circle  with  lat- 
eral divergences.  By  this  means  the  greatest 
opera  house,  with  as  many  chairs  as  the  Academy 
in  question,  admits  of  every  person  in  every  tier 
having  at  least  a  full  view  of  a  central  point  in  the 
stage  to  the  depth  of  forty-five  feet  from  foot- 
lights— that  is  to  say,  the  worst  seat  in  the  house 
is  equal  to  this.  Such  a  plan  was  proposed  for 
an  opera  house  of  this  capacity  in  this  city  thir- 
teen years  ago;  and  all  the  improvements  which 
have  taken  place  in  our  theatres  as  regards  sight 
and  comfort  have  been  since  borrowed  from  it — 
the  defects  of  the  new  Academy  forming  an  ex- 
ception. 
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Concert  Giving.  —  Under  this  head  our 
neighbor  of  the  Transcript  has  an  article,  evi- 
dently designed  to  offset  our  brief  and  unfinished 
remarks  of  last  week  about  "  Overdoing  the  Mat- 
ter" in  the  heralding  of  concert  givers  through 
the  press.  He  says  good  things,  which  no  one 
can  dispute,  about  the  importance  of  good  busi- 
ness management  in  placing  an  artist  fairly  and 
squarely  before  the  public;  praises  what  be  calls 
very  happily  "  the  adminislralive  element,"  with- 
out which  "  genius  and  virtuosity  may  starve,  as 
they  ^aye  starved-before now;  "  and  congratulates 
Mr.  William  Mason  on  "  having  for  his  manager 
a  warm  personal  friend,  who  possesses  all  the 
managerial  requisites,"  who  knows  how  to  prompt 
the  editors  and  to  keep  the  pot  of  expectation 
boiling  and  the  kettle  singing,  and  to  do  it  in  a 
gentlemanly  way,  with  tact  and  taste,  as  well  as 
with  unrelaxing  energy  and  industry.  From  all 
which,  as  a  matter  of  personal  compliment  or  jus- 
tice, we  trust  we  have  said  nothing  that  implied 
dissent.  We  condemned  a  practice,  a  concert- 
giving  fashion  of  the  times,  and  took  pains  to 
guard  what  we  said  from  any  personal  construc- 
tion, although  the  newspaper  trumpetings  of 
that  concert  furnished  us  the  text.  We  should 
have  quahfied  our  statements  and  defined  our 
purpose  still  more,  had  not  the  inexorable  column 
measure  cut  us  short  in  the  middle  of  our  dis- 
course. 

Now,  with  all  due  respect  for  business  man- 
agement, and  admiration  of  the  thorough  manner 
in  which  all  things  were  arranged  for  the  success 
of  the  concert  in  question,  and  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  audience,  we  still  think  that  the 
newspaper  heralding — not,  we  are  pleased  to  say, 
in  advertisements — these  were  faultless — but  in 
editorial  or  quasi-editorial  eulogies  on  the  young 
artist's  virtuosity  and  genius,  was  greatly  over- 
done. The  sin  thei;eof  we  do  not  charge  to  the 
individual  or  individuals  who  in  this  case  only  did 
better  what  it  has  become  the  custom  for  every 
one  to  do  or  to  attempt  in  like  cases.  But  we  do 
find  fault  with  the  vicious  practice  which  has  got 
to  be  a  matter  of  course  part  and  parcel  of  the 
whole  business  of  concert-giving.  However  scru- 
pulously and  unimportuningly  the  business  man 
or  agent  may  have  acted  in  the  case  in  question, 
who  could  read  the  newspaper  rhapsodies  the 
morning  after  our  young  friend's  private  matinee 
without  suspecting  that  one  mind  dictated  or 
prompted  all  those  utterances,  in  many  instances 
not  native  to  the  source  from  which  they  seemed 
to  emanate  ?  that  one  breath,  as  it  were,  blew  all 
those  trumpets  ?  that  the  glowing  criticisms, 
(hearty  as  they  were  and  to  a  very  great  extent 
just  too)  were,  to  say  the  least,  written  under 
pretty  persevering  pressure  ? 

We  say  that  was  the  appearance,  and  could 
not  but  be  the  appearance,  to  many  a  reader, 
whether  the  fact  were  actually  so  or  not.  And 
so  in  the  eyes  of  a  very  respectable  portion  of 
the  public  the  cause  of  the  young  artist,  of 
whom  alone  the  public  can  have  cognizance,  is 
damaged.  Visions  of  Barnum  come  up,  and 
people  smile  or  frown  their  recognition  of  the 
gigantic  progress  of  the  sublime  "science  of 
humbug."     Let  us  put  the  best  consfruction  upon 


these  demonstrations,  and  assume  (what  we  doubt 
not  in  the  main  was  true)  that  they  sprang  from 
genuine,  but  over-zealous  friendship  or  delight  in 
a  young  townman's  artistic  success.  Still  it  would 
have  been  better  for  the  artist  had  there  been 
less  said,  had  glowing  first  impressions  been  con- 
fessed more  cautiously ;  had  the  arrival  of  one 
wave  on  the  shore  of  time  been  allowed  to  make 
just  its  natural  mark,  and  all  factitious  stir  have 
been  avoided. 

The  practice  is  impolitic,  therefore,  as  it  con- 
cerns the  artist's  own  interests.  It  is  not  merely 
that  it  excites  too  high  anticipations,  but  that  it 
excites  anticipations  which  are  absurd,  chimerical, 
not  of  a  nature  to  be  realized  by  anybody. 

But  more  than  that,  we  question  its  legitimacy. 
The  legitimate  ends  of  editorship  and  criticism, 
which  are  truth  and  the  measuring  of  all  things 
by  the  standard  of  ideal  excellence,  each  after  its 
own  kind,  are  necessarily  jeopardized  by  too 
much  outward  pressure,  by  too  much  pre-occupa- 
tion  of  the  editor's  or  critic's  mind  in  favor  of  the 
one  thing,  or  the  one  aspect  of  the  one  thing, 
through  constant  urging  of  the  same  on  his  at- 
tention and  through  systematic  cultivation  of  his 
sympathies  ah  extra.  For  one,  we  must  confess, 
we  find  it  difficult  full  often  to  resist  such  pres- 
sure; difficult  to  maintain  our  own  independent 
attitude  of  mind  and  feeling  against  the  mag- 
netism of  another's  strong  will  plying  us  in  a 
gentlemanly  and  unescapable  manner;  difficult 
to  see  and  hear  a  thing  naturally  and  simply,  as 
we  do  when  it  comes  upon  us  unannounced. 
And  therefore  it  was  we  intimated  that  the  true 
etiquette  or  morale  of  intercourse  between  artists 
or  their  agents  and  the  press,  demands  that 
there  should  be  the  utmost  delicacy  and  reserve 
in  prepossessing  and  biasing  the  editorial  mind. 
The  editor  or  critic  should  be  left  to  the  genuine 
promptings  of  his  own  mind,  what  to  speak,  or 
whether  to  speak  at  all,  about  such  claims  on  the 
attention  of  the  public.  Visit  him  and  talk  to 
him  too  much,  and  you  put  him  under  an  implied 
obligation  to  write  and  blow  the  trumpet,  and 
favorably  too,  and  thus  already  is  the  state  of 
perfect  candor  and  impar|jality  which  he  owes 
the  public  vitiated  and  lost  perhaps  beyond  re- 
covery. It  is  the  spontaneous,  unsolicited  praise 
alone,  in  the  long  run,  which  recommends.  And 
public  excitements,  as  they  are  factitiously  pro- 
duced or  nourished,  burn  the  more  speedily  out. 

We  still  maintain,  therefore,  that  a  concert 
agent's  business  should  be  confined  to  business ; 
that  it  has  no  right  to  enter  the  critical  domain, 
no  right  to  work  upon  the  opinions,  shape  the  ver- 
dicts, and  secure  or  prompt  the  public  utterances 
of  editors  and  critics.  The  agent's  "  preparation 
of  the  press"  ends  properly  with  the  furnishing  of 
all  due  information  and  due  opportunities  of  judg- 
ing to  the  critic,  whose  opinion  is  so  very  anx- 
iously courted.  We  respect  the  business  faculty, 
in  its  way.  The  agent's  function  is  as  useful  and 
as  honorable  as  another.  It  is  fit  that  the  "  union 
of  artist  and  manager"  be  a  true  one.  But  the 
manager  has  no  more  business  to  prompt  the  critic, 
than  any  interested  party  has  to  prompt  a  jury. 
And  we  totally  dissent  from  the  practice  that 
seems  to  be  coming  into  vogue  in  concert-giving, 
and  which  the  Transcript  favors,  of  bringing 
manager  as  well  as  artist  out  upon  the  stage. 


William  Mason's  Debut. 
The  first  Concert  of  our  young  pianist  came 
off  as  announced  on  Tuesday  evening.     Success 
was  certain ;  for,  as  regarded  audience,  the  tickets 


had  been  all  sold  some  days  before  ;  and  the  rest 
lay  in  the  skill  of  the  performer,  which  had  been 
already  well  attested.  /Yai  the  occasion  was  not 
altogether  so  felicitous,  as  had  been  hoped,  owing 
to  several  accidental  drawbacks.  In  the  first 
place,  it  was  one  of  the  most  oppi-essive  of  warm, 
steamy,  rainy  evenings,  (keeping  some  away,  al- 
though the  Tremont  Temple  was  very  nearly 
quite  filled,  with  about  1,800  people,)  and  the 
atmosphere  of  the  room  was  close  to  a  degree  that 
acted  on  the  spirits  of  both  audience  and  per- 
formers ; — the  Temple  is  certainly  not  well  ven- 
tilated,— not  nearly  so  well  as  the  Music  Hall. 
Then  the  size  of  the  place,  and  the  not  very  mu- 
sical complexion  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
assembly,  (flattering  as  it  was  in  numbers  and  in 
good  will) — could  not  have  been  the  best  sort  of 
inspiration  for  a  pianist.  Then  again,  one  of  the 
pianos  used  was  sadly  out  of  tune ;  and  finally, 
such  a  first  appearance  was  in  itself  a  most  severe 
ordeal  to  go  through,  especially  after  such  excess 
of  newspaper  trumpeting,  which  never  fails  to 
place  an  audience  and  an  artist  in  a  false  posi- 
tion, and  in  a  way  to  be  mutually  disappointed ; — 
it  was  so  even  in  the  case  of  Grisi  and  Mario  in 
New  York.  It  can  hardly  be  wondered,  there- 
fore, that  with  the  exception  of  some  pieces,  and 
taking  the  evening  throughout,  Mr.  Mason  was 
not  in  a  condition  to  show  forth  his  best.  Yet  the 
reception  which  he  met  was  very  warm,  the  plea- 
sure he  conferred  was  very  great,  and  the  great, 
miscellaneous  audience  was  more  than  once 
wrought  up  to  demonstrations  of  decided  enthu- 
siasm. 

The  appearance  and  demeanor  of  the  young 
artist  were  altogether  modest  and  agreeable.  His 
programme,  (most  rare  virtue !)  contained  not 
one  piece  of  his  own  composition ;  nor  did  he 
even  indulge  in  one  in  his  responses  to  several 
encores,  although  there  were  doubtless  friends 
enough  to  prompt  him  to  that  thing. 

Mr.  Mason's  first  selection,  the  "  Hungarian 
Rhapsody,"  by  Liszt,  was  played  upon  a  Pleyel's 
Grand  Piano,  a  noble,  rich,  sonorous  instrument, 
which  responded  duly  in  his  passages  of  strong, 
grand  harmony,  as  well  as  in  his  clear,  liquid, 
exquisitely  finished  and  delicate  pianissimos. — 
This  was  encored,  when  he  played  a  sentimental 
piece  by  Willmers.  The  Impi-omptu  by  Chopin, 
and  the  SaUarello,  by  Heller,  were  spoiled  by  the 
untoward  accident  of  the  American  instrument 
(one  of  Hallet  &  Davis's,) — being  distressingly 
out  of  tune  in  some  notes.  Of  course  no  pianist 
could  do  justice  to  himself  or  to  his  author  in  such 
circumstances.  Yet  we  wondered  at  the  com- 
posure and  the  spirit  with  which  he  so  far  made 
good  his  intentions. 

In  the  second  part,  for  the  Sonata  of  Beetho- 
ven, in  C  sharp  minor,  he  returned  wisely  to  the 
Pleyel,  rendering  the  difi'erent  movements  in  a 
way  that  told  upon  his  appreciating  listeners. 
The  love-fraught  tones  of  the  Adagio  melody 
were  pronounced  largely,  solemnly,  feelingly,  and 
the  deep  bass  and  arpeggio  middle  accompani- 
ment chimed  in  sympathetically.  The  little  Min- 
uet and  Trio  were  rendered  in  a  lighter,  less  im- 
passioned and  vehement  manner  than  we  some- 
times hear,  and  a  good  deal  ad  libitum  in  respect 
of  tempo  ;  yet  we  found  it  expressive  and  in  unity 
with  the  spirit  of  the  composition  as  a  whole. 
The  rapid  and  excited,  half  sad,  half  joy-intoxi- 
cated finale,  with  its  great  difficulties,  displayed 
masterly  execution ;  though  many  little  shades  of 
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expression,  such  as  the  individuating  here  and 
there  the  force  of  one  note  or  group  of  notes,  in 
obedience  to  the  swift  suggestions  of  feeling,  ■would 
have  come  out  better  in  a  smaller  room.  Some 
of  those  softer  little  episodical  passages  can  hard- 
ly be  charged  widi  too  much  expression.  And 
where  the  passion  of  the  movement  reaches  its 
highest  pitch,  and  by  lightning-like  arpeggios  the 
diminished-seventh  chords  leap  from  bass  to  tre- 
ble, our  ear  missed  somewhat  of  the  distinct- 
ness of  those  arpcggi.  I  These  are  little  things, 
and  we  count  it  a  great  enriching,  and,  so  to  say, 
justification  of  any  concert,  to  afford  us  such  a 
rendering  of  one  of  Beethoven's  grand  Sonatas. 

But  the  great  "hit  "of  the  evening,  (strange 
to  say)  was  the  Fugue  of  Handel,  In  E  minor, 
■which  followed.  Here  the  boldness,  clearness 
and  felicity  of  Handel  in  his  theme,  a  very  florid 
one,  and  never  lost  in  his  masterly  and  curious 
■working  up,  went  a  great  way  even  with  unclassical 
listeners.  The  audience  ■\vere  delighted  with  the 
dancing,  foaming,  v  ave  like  chase  and  reitera- 
tion of  that  sparkling  theme,  reappeanng  and  re- 
flected so  continually  in  the  four  intertwining 
parts.  It  was  followed  by  a  tremendous  outburst 
of  applause,  which  ■was  not  contented  with  the 
artist's  return  and  bowing  thanks,  but  compelled 
him  out  to  play  again.  The  fugue  was  the  thin" 
•wanted,  the  fugue  was  well  worth  repeating, 
(which  cannot  very  often  be  said  of  things  that 
create  a  furore,')  and  we  cannot  but  think  that  the 
young  artist  made  a  great  mistake  in  disappoint- 
ing that  desire,  and  volunteering  one  of  the  pret- 
ty, Willmers'  playihings. 

For  the  dashing  ultra-modern  specimen,  Kont- 
ski's  Caprice  Heroique,  the  American  piano  had 
been  tuned  up,  this  time  doing  excellent  service. 
A  knowing  one  in  the  Traveller  says,  not  without 
plausibility:  "It  commences  in  the  thundering 
style  of  De  Meyer,  and  gradually  diminishes  to 
the  soft  and  expressive  style  of  Thalberg ;  from 
that  to  the  dreamy  Willmers  ;  then  rolls  in  the 
matchless  octaves  of  Dreyschock,  and  ends  with  a 
grand  bravura  which  characterizes  Liszt." 

In  all  these  varieties  of  style  and  sentiment 
and  author,  Mr.  Mason  appeared  quite  at  ease 
and  at  home.  Besides  this  catholicity  of  reading 
(which,  however,  let  us  not  forget  to  credit  also 
to  Jaell,  eminently,  and  to  Gottschalk,  Eobert 
Heller,  Carl  Hause,  and  others,)  the  charac- 
teristics of  Mr.  Mason's  playing  seem  to  be 
these.  First,  a  clear,  crisp,  vital  touch.  Second- 
ly, the  easy,  quiet,  graceful  manner,  with  which 
he  executes  all  the  diiSculties  of  modern  pi- 
anism  : — a  manner  thoughtful  and  serious  withal. 
Thirdly,  firmness,  sonority,  a  full  bringing  out  of 
the  powers  of  his  instrument  in  strong  passages, 
■worthy  of  the  pupil  of  Liszt.  Fourthly,  great 
deheacy,  purity,  and  evenness  in  his  rapid  scales 
and  ornaments,  clear  and  distinct  in  the  pianis- 
simos  to  a  degree  we  have  not  heard  exceeded. 
Fifthly,  an  expressive,  truly  singing  cantabile, 
■with  the  art  of  truly  favoring  the  melody  always 
and  setting  it  in  all  the  truer  light  by  means  of  the 
accompanying  harmony.  Finally,  an  artistic, 
conscientious,  sympathetic  surrender  of  himself 
to  the  spirit  of  the  author  and  the  piece. 

All  this  implies  a  fine  blending  of  the  powers 
of  mechanism,  judgment  and  feeling,  essential  to 
a  musical  interpreter ;  with  something  also  of  the 
imagination  that  creates,  or  at  least,  re-produces ; 
■whether  to  the  extent  called  genius,  original 
poetic  fire,  we  cannot  afiirm.     But  this  we  know  : 


these  higher  qualities  of  a  pianoforte  artist  only 
reveal  themselves  fully  in  the  smaller,  sympa- 
thetic sphere  of  the  chamber  concert,  and  the  pri- 
vate circle,  and  only  there  find  fitting  nourish- 
ment and  inspiration  ;  the  air  of  the  grand  con- 
cert room  is  not  good  for  them.  Already  we  cannot 
but  regret  to  see  signs  of  a  yielding  to  its  pres- 
sure, in  the  inferior  character  of  Mr.  Mason's 
programme  for  his  second  and  last  great  concert, 
which  takes  place  thfe  evening.  The  only  names 
it  offers  are  those  of  Willmers,  Dreyschock,  and 
Liszt,  (once,  for  conclusion,)  with  a  bi-ace  of  clever 
pieces  by  the  young  pianist  himself  To  those 
who  only  seek  to  hear  and  see  the  piano  played, 
this  will  suffice  ;  but  by  those  who  seek  the  poetry 
of  Music,  Beethoven  and  Chopin  and  Mendels- 
sohn, &c.,  &c.,  will  be  missed,  and  their  absence 
scarcely  made  good  or  even  put  out  of  mind  for 
the  time  by  Dreyschock's  "  matchless  octaves,"  or 
Willmers'  prettinesses,  which  Jaell  pretty  ■well 
exhausted.  Still,  we  doubt  not,  Mr.  Mason  will 
make  out  a  rich  concert,  and  again  draw  what  for 
a  piano  concert  may  be  termed  a  "  monster"  au- 
dience;! and  as  he  flung  in  graceful  trifles  be- 
tween the  good  things  of  his  more  classical  pro- 
gramme before,  perhaps  he  will  this  time  fling  in 
some  promptings  of  the  great  masters  between 
whiles,  which  will  be  all  the  more  enjoyed  that 
they  were  not  formally  set  down.  At  all  events, 
it  is  the  only  opportunity  offered  for  hearing  our 
young  countryman  at  present. 

The  Brothers  Mollenhauer  were  what  they 
■were  in  Jullien's  concerts,  and  delighted  the  audi- 
ence by  the  sympathetic  unity  with  which  their 
violins  moved  together,  by  their  purity  and  fine- 
ness of  tone,  and  the  marvellous  finish  and  sweet- 
ness, interspersed  with  all  sorts  of  Paganini  freak- 
ishness,  of  the  highly  ornate  and  curious  varia- 
tions which  they  have  the  knack  of  composino'  to- 
gether. The  "  Carnival"  was  well  enough  once 
for  an  answer  to  an  encore  ;  but  when  it  came  to 
"  Yankee  Doodle,"  as  a  duet,  with  variations  of 

the  "  little    pig "  order,  one    was   disposed 

no  matter ! 


New  Opeka  House  in  New  Yokk. — On  another  page 
we  have  copied  the  hirger  portion  of  Mr.  Fry's  critical 
description  of  the  much  boasted  "  Academy  of  Music." 
The  article  is  valuable  for  the  facts  which  it  contains, 
respecting  the  relative  sizes  of  the  world's  great  theatres, 
as  also  for  the  lesson  it  enforces  with  regard  to  the  right 
shape  for  theatres  designed  for  large  and  democratic  au- 
diences. In  including  the  Boston  Theatre  in  the  same 
category  of  failure  ■with  the  Academy,  Mr.  Fry  seems  to 
be  laboring  under  the  erroneous  impression  that  that  also 
has  the  horse- shoe  shape;  whereas  its  auditorium  is  a 
circle. 

The  educational  end  implied  in  the  very  name  of  the 
new  Opera  House  is  a  noble  one,  and  we  are  glad  to  see 
this  faithful  critic  so  disposed  to  hold  its  authors  to  their 
first  profession, 

— <      m — > 

Miss  Geeesfield's  Concert. — We  unfortunately 
arrived  too  late  Wednesday'  evening  for  the  more  impor- 
tant items  of  the  programme,  such  as  "  I  know  that  ray 
Redeemer,"  "Robert,"  &o.  Yet  we  heard  enough  to 
show  the  voice  and  execution  of  the  singer.  Her  com- 
pass is  wonderful.  In  a  song  called  "  I  am  free,"  she 
commenced  in  a  deep  man's  voice,  which  is  of  course  ex- 
ceptional and  far  from  agreeable  in  the  lowest  tones. 
But  suddenly  she  pitched  up  to  a  high  soprano,  which 
seemed  to  proceed  from  another  person,  and  alternated 
duet-like  as  between  a  male  and  female  voice.  Some  of 
the  middle  and  high  tones  surprised  us  by  their  beauty 
and  sweetness,  as  well  as  their  remarkable  power.  They 
were  delivered  with  a  really  artistic  swell  and  diminuendo, 
and  many  highly  ornate  passages  rendered  with  great 
beauty  ;  especially  those  in  Bishop's  "  Shades  of  night 


returning,"  and  a  cadenza  ending  in  a  very  high  note  in 
"  Sweet  Home,"  which  she  sang  with  taste  and  feeling. 

Miss  Greenfield  is  a  decided  African,  stout  and  matron- 
ly in  form,  though  young;  but  her  singing  is  indeed  a 
wonder,  in  which  even  fastidious  ears  may  find  pleasure ; 
and  her  manner  is  simple  and  pleasing.  She  has  profited 
by  her  stay  in  Europe.  The  Temple  was  about  half 
filled  by  an  audience  composed  in  about  equal  propor- 
tions of  whifBs  and  very  respectable  looking  colored 
people,  and  we  are  glad  to  hear  that  the  concert  resulted 
in  some  substantial  benefit  to  Kev.  Mr.  Grimes's  church. 

Musical  Intelligence. 

OncHESTRAs  THIS  WiNTER. — Since  the  disbanding  of 
the  "  Germanians  "  there  has  been  not  a  little  anxiety 
among  Boston  music-lovers  about  the  chances  of  a  good 
orchestra  for  symphony  and  oratorio  this  -n-inter.  Every 
thing  else  has  promised  well  for  music;  but  this,  the 
central  thing  of  all,  the  orchestra,  remained  in  ominous 
uncertaintj'.  We  are  happy  to  announce  at  length  that 
matters  seem  to  be  in  a  fair  way  for  the  solution  of  the 
orchestral  problem.  Two  orchestras,  a  small,  select  one, 
and  a  grand  one,  are  already  resolved  upon  and  nearly 
organized. 

1.  The  new  conductor  of  the  Handel  and  Haydn 
Society,  Mr.  Zeeraiis,  has  collected  an  orchestra  of 
really  choice  materials,  numbering  thirty  instruments, 
for  the  oratorios  in  the  Boston  Music  Hall,  and  possibly 
for  afternoon  symphony  concerts  (let  us  not  say  "  public 
rehearsals"  any  more)  besides.  It  includes  about  half 
of  the  late  Germanians,  who  remain  here,  the  members 
of  the  late  .Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club,  and  others  of 
the  best  resident  musicians,  as  follows: 

First  Violins. — ]VIe.ssrs.  Schultze,  August  Fries,  Mei?el  and  Suck. 

Secon-l  Violins — Hehl,  Frenzel,  Eichler  aud  Groves. 

Tenors. — Krebs  and  Ryan. 

Violonrellos. — Wulf  Fries  and  ]\Iaass. 

Contrabassos. — Balke  and  Itegesteia. 

Flutes  — Zohler  and  S'lhlimper. 

Oboes. — Uibas  and  Fahrwa-'^ser. 

Clarinets. — Schulz  and  McDonald. 

Bassoons. — Thiede  and  Ilunstock. 

Horns. — Rudolphsen  and  Hamann. 

Trumpets. — Heinecke  and  Pii.ter. 

Trombones. — Rioibach,  Regestein,  and  Stein. 

Tympanl. — Stolir. 

2.  The  old  Musical  Fund  Society  has  received  a 
quickening  impulse  from  its  new  president,  Mr.  Charles 
C.  Perkins;  and  is  in  a  fair  way  to  realize  an  efficient 
orchestra  upon  a  larger  scale.  Some  old  bones  of  con- 
tention are,  we  are  assured,  at  length  happdy  put  to  rest, 
the  government  is  one  inspired  with  a  single  aim  to 
the  provision  of  great  orchestral  music  worthy  of  Boston ; 
and  the  power  of  the  government  to  make  up  the  or- 
chestra, without  regard  to  personal  favor,  in  the  best 
way  to  promote  that  aim,  is  fully  recognized.  All  of  the 
old  Germanians,  who  remain  here,  have  been  taken  into 
the  Fund  orchestra. 

Or.\torios. — We  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  a  large 
portion  of  "  Elijah  "  re'iearsed  on  Sunday  evening  by  the 
Handel  and  Haydn  Society.  The  singers  seemed 
really  inspired  by  the  fervor,  tact  and  vigilance  of  their 
new  conductor,  Carl  Zerrahn.  Several  of  the  great 
choruses  were  taken  up  in  right  good  earnest.  Several 
fresh,  young  voices,  which  essayed  the  solos,  promise 
finely.  The  "  Messiah,"  the  Stabat  Mater,  &c.,  are  to  be 
rehearsed  for  miscellaneous  concerts.  But  we  are  glad 
to  learn  that  our  earnest  call  for  the  oratorios  of  "  Elijah" 
and  "  Israel  in  Egypt"  (Handel's)  is  likely  to  be  an- 
swered. 

The  Mendelssohn  Choral  Society  are  also  rehears- 
ing "  Elijah "   and  Lindpaijituer's  "  Widow  of  Nain." 

Otto  Dkesel  arrived  in  New  York  yesterd.iy  by  the 
Canada.  He  will  be  warmly  welcomed  by  his  pupils  and 
many  friends  in  Boston.  He  will  resume  his  teachings 
immediately,  and  we  trust  another  series  of  those  delight- 
ful chamber  concerts  will  be  speedily  arranged. 

Mlle.  de  la  Motte. — The  friends  of  this  accom- 
plished lady  will  be  glad  to  know  that  her  proposals  for 
a  series  of  Concerts  of  classical  and  modern  music,  sim- 
ilar to  those  she  gave  last  winter,  now  invite  subscribers 
at  the  rooms  of  the  Messrs.  Chickering. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ball,  our  talented  young  artist  in 
more  w.iys  than  one,  is  to  sail  by  the  steamer  of  next 
Wednesday  for  Europe,  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
suing his  last  and  favorite  art  of  sculpture  in  Florence. 
Mr.  Ball's  grand  bass  voice  has  been  invaluable  in  our 
Oratorios  for  several  years  past.  He  has  also  been  suc- 
cessful as  a  painter.  A  happy  thought  inspired  him  one 
day  to  model  a  bust  of  Jenny  Lind,  copies  f»f  which  are 
now  multiplied  amongst  all  music-lovers,  and  it  is  justly 
esteemed  the  most  f'aithful  '*  counterfeit  presentment " 
of  the  great  songstress  that  has  yet  appeared,  in  bust  or 
print.  His  Webster  and  his  Chickering  have  been 
equally  successful,  and  thus  the  truest  path  of  enterprise 
for  him  seems  providentially  plain.  Success  go  with 
him  ! 
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WILLIAM  MASON 

WILL   GIVE   niS 

T^.A^&T    c::?<33!*a"OE2:FL^i? 

IN    BOSTON, 

AT    THE 

TREMONT  TEMPLE, 
On  Saturday  Evening,  October  7th, 

Assisted  by  the 
BROTHERS    m  O  L  L  B  N  H  A.U  ER . 

PROGRAMME. 
Part  I. 

1.  Concerto :  Duo  for  two  Violins Mollenhauer 

Brothers  Mollenhauer. 

2.  Zum  'Wintermarchen  —  Rhapsodie Dreyschock 

William  Mason. 

3.  Adftgio  and  Rondo  Russe :  Violin De  Eeriofc 

Friedkich  Mollekhauer. 
y    (  a.  Amitie  po«r  Amiti^. 

^6.  Grande  Vals2  de  Bravoure. 

WlLLiAlJ  Maso>t. 

Part  11* 

g    f  a.  Sehnsucht  am  Meere , ., TVillmers 

\  b.  Saltarello Dreyschock 

William  Mason. 

6.  Grand  Variations :  Two  Violins. 

Brothers  Mollenhauer. 

7.  Illustrations  du  Proph^te,  No.  2 Liszt 

Les  Patineurs — Scherzo. 
William  Mason. 

IC?*The  Grand  Pianos  used  on  this  occasion  are  from  the  man- 
ufactory of  Messrs.  Hallet,  Davis  &  Co. 

3Cr"Tick«tB  60  cents.  The  seats  in  Treipont  Temple  hare 
been  counted,  and  tickets  will  be  sold  to  no  more  persons  than 
the  Uall  will  accommodate.  Tickets  can  now  be  secured  at  the 
music  stores  of  Messrs.  Barker,  Kichardson,  Wade,  Tolman, 
and  Ditson,  in  Washington  street,  and  of  Messrs.  George  P. 
Keed  &  Co.  in  Tremont  street. 

OCT^Pereons  residing  in  neighboring  towns  can  secure  seats 
by  sending  {enclosing  the  requisite  funds)  to  either  of  the 
music  stores  above  named. 

ICT^Doors  open  at  6K  i  Concert  to  commence  at  7>^  o'clock. 


fm\m  Mm\u\  ^n\  $mu% 

THE  Government  of  this  Society  beg  to  announce  its  Seventh 
series  of  Concerts,  commencing  [about  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, to  be  continued  once  a  fortnight,  as  nearly  as  practi- 
cable. The  series  for  the  ensuing  season  will  consist  of  tight 
Concerts.  The  subscription  price  for  the  series  is  fixed  at  S^3,50. 
The  Orchestra,  about  fifty  in  number,  has  been  carefully  re- 
organized, and  now  numbers  besides  the  members  of  the  Musi- 
cal Fund  Sooiety,  many  of  the  former  members  of  the  Germania 
Musical  Society,  and  other  resident  musicians  who  have  lately 
settled  in  Boston.  The  Government  will  endeavor  to  render 
these  Concerts  as  far  as  possible  wurthy  of  the  standard  of  ex- 
cellence now  demanded,  and  expected  to  be  acted  up  to,  by 
any  Society  desirous  of  securing  and  enjoying  the  patronago  of 
the  Boston  public. 

GOVERNMENT.— C  C.  Perkins,  President ;  C.  F.  Chickering, 
Vice  President;  L  Rimbach,  Secretary;  B.  A.  Burditt,  Treas- 
urer; II.  Fries,  Librarian  ;  G- Endres,  Auditor  ;  I.  Moorhouse, 
F.  Friese,  Associates  — T.  E.  Chickering,  Geo.  T.  Bigelow,  J.  P. 
Bradlee,  S.  E.  Guild,  J.  Bigelow,  Trustees. 

Boston,  Oct.  1854. 

Mr,    OTTO    DRESEL 

HAS  returned  to  Boston,  and  is  prepared  to  receive  pupils 
on  the  PIANO-FOKTE. 
Address  for  the  present,  at  this  office,  op  at  N.  Richardson's 
Musical  Exchange,  282  Washington  St. 

YOUNG  LADIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Rooms  in  connection  with  Mr.  E.  A.  Beaman's  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No.  23  Temple  Place. 

E.  R.  BI.ANCHARD,  Teacher. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

RESIDENCE,  24  WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  rtad  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particuhirly  adapfed  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  the  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  with  first  principles  and  pro- 
ceeding upwards,  by  regular  and  successive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
MENTb  of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  diffi<!ult  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  which  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Weed  &  Co  ,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  JJlanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instruction  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Young  Ladles'  Vocal  Music  School, we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  fcol  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,        Geo.  J.  Wedb,  F.  F.  Muller, 

Geo.  F.  Root,  B.  F.  Baker. 

Sept  30  tf 


THE  I-IALLELUeJAH. 

UONA/ELL   MASON'S    NENA/   \A/ORK 
Is  MOW  Itca«ly. 

IT  CONTAINS  NEARIiY  1,100  PIECES, 

And  is  the  most  exteiisive  collection  of  the  kind  ever  pub- 
lished.    There  are 

Tunes  of  120  Metres, 

as  well  as 

More  than  70  Anthems, 

and  other  Sot  Pieces,  besides 'numerous.  Chants.  IN  THE 
SINGING-SCHOOL  DEPART.MENT,  which  is  more  extensive 
and  complete  tlian  in  any  similar  work,  there  are 

340  Exercises,  Ronjids,  Glees,  &c.. 

And  an  entirely  new  feature,  entitled 

Musical  iR'otat'ion  in  a  T^utshell, 

will  be  found  most  valuabl-e  for  short  schools. 
In  connection  with  uearly  all  the  tunes 

Instrumental  Interludes 

are  printed,  and,  in  some  cases,  accompaniments  throughout. 

The  music  of  the  HALLELUJAH  more  nearly  resembles 
that  of 

Carmina  Sacra 

in  its  general  characteristics,  as  being  pleasing,  practicable 
and  durable. 

Price  in  New  York,  S7,50  per  dozen,  cash. 

Teachers  and  Leaders  of  Choirs  can  have  each  a  single  copy 
sent  for  examination  by  mail,  post-paid,  on  remitting  us  sixty 
cents. 

PUBLISHED  BY 

MASON  BROTHERS,  23  Park  Row,  N.  Y. 

B.  B.  MUSSEY  &,  CO.  29  Cornlim,  Boston. 
Sept  23  3t 

NE  W  EDITION  READ  Y. 

MARX'S   MUSICAL  COMPOSITION. 

TRANSLATED   AND  EDITED 

BY  HERRMAN   S.   SARONI. 

FIFTH  AMERICAN  EDITION, 

WITH  AN   APPENDIX    AND  NOTES, 

BY    EMILIUS    GERAC, 

OF   THE  CONSERVATORY  OF   PARIS. 

IT^NCOURAGED  by  the  success  of  this  valuable  treatise, 
J  the  publishers  have  at  great  expense  had  this  new  edition 
prepared,  and  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  Mr  Girac's  valuable 
Appendix  and  Notes.  Mr.  Girac  has  unfolded  the  precepts  of 
composition  with  as  much  brevity  as  possible,  illustrating 
them  most  fully  with  a  great  number  of  musical  examples. 
An  extract  from  Mr.  Girac'a  introduction  will  give  some  idea 
,of  the  nature  of  his  work : 

"Though  these  Appendixes  have  been  composed  to  be  ex- 
planatory commentaries  to  the  large  treatise  of  Marx,  yet  they 
form  a  whole  in  themselves,  and  from  the  treatment  of  the 
triad  down  to  rhe  passing-notes,  where  they  break  off,  they 
form  a  compendium  of  the  matters  contained  in  them,  in 
which  nothing  necessary  to  the  instruction  of  tire  pupil  has 
been  omitted.  They  have  another  advantage;  they  offer  the 
teacher  of  harmony  a  text-book  in  which  the  fundamental 
laws  of  harmony  have  been  laid  down,  so  that  he  will  have  no 
other  task  to  perform  than  to  direct  and  superintend  the  work 
of  his  pupil,  being  thus  relieved  from  giving,  himself,  but 
very  few  directions." 

The  introduction  also  gives  full  and  able  directions  to  the 
student  how  to  study  the  work  of  Dr.  Marx,  in  connection 
with  the  appendixes,  thus  adapting  the  work  to  such  as  can 
not  obtain  the  services  of  a  teacher. 

MARX'S  MUSICAL  COMPOSITION,  with  GIRAC'S  AP- 
PENDIX, is  now  issued  in  a  large  octavo  volume  of  nearly 
600  pages,  and  is  elegantly  bound  in  cloth.  Price,  $3.  Post- 
age, 34  cents. 

For  the  use  of  those  who  already  own  a  former  edition  of 
Marx's  Musical  Composition,  we  have  published  a  separate 
edition  of 

GIRAC'S    APPENDIX, 
elegantly  bound  in  cloth.    By  procuring  this  appendix,  owners 
of  any  previous  edition  of  Dr.  Marx's  work  can  complete  their 
copy.    Price,  $1. 

Address,  MASON  BROTHERS, 

23  Park  Row,  New  York. 

R.    GARBETT, 
PROPESSOE.    OF    MUSIC, 

Informs  his  friends  and  the  public,  that,  having  returned  from 
Europe,  he  is  prepared  to  give  instruciionon  the  Organ,  Piano 
Forte,  Violin,  Violoncello,  and  Contra-Basso  :  also  in  Compo- 
sition and  Arrangement.  Organs  and  Piano-Fortes  tuned. 
Music  arranged  and  transposed  to  order. 
D::7^Residence,  No.  36  Shawmut  Avenue.  Sept  23    3m 

SIGNOR  COREIil^I  begs  leave  to  announce  that  he 
proposes,  during  the  coming  season,  to  give  instruction  in 
SOLFEGGIO  to  Young  Ladies  in  Classes,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
•Messrs.  Chickering,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 
Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 
Signer  Corelli  has  removed  to  No  47  Hancock  Street,  where 
henceforth  he  may  be  addressed  ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
at  the  Messrs.  Chickering's  Rooms.  Sept  9 


Mile.  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

Begs  leaVc  to  announce  that  she  has  returned  from  the  country, 
and  is  now  prepared  to  resume 

INSTRUCTION  ON  THE  PIANO-PORTE. 

Mile.  G.  D.  may  be  addressed  at 

Sept  16    3m  55  HANCOCK  STREET. 

MUSICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

CARIi  2ERRAHN,  of  the  late  Gennania  Musical  So- 
ciety, begs  Ifave  to  acquaint  his  friends  and  the  musical 
public  of  Boston,  that  lie  will  in  future  devote  his  attention  to 
gjvhig  instruction  on  the  FLUTE  and  PIANO-FORTE,  and 
hopes  to  leceive  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  musical  commu- 
nity. 

C.'irl  Zerrahn  would  also  infnrm  those  amateurs  who  are 
sufficiently  advamed  in  cla-isiral  music,  that  he  has  a  number 
of  the  finest  Sonatas,  of  the  great  masters,  expressly  composed 
for  Piano  and  Flute,  which  he  will  be  plea.sed  to  perform  with 
those  desiring  to  perfect  themselves  in  this  class  of  beautiful 
and  instrurtive  music. 

Carl  Zerrahn  may  be  addressed  at  the  Winthrop  House,  or 
at  the  music  stores  of  G.  P.  Reed  &  Co.,  E.  H.  Wade,  and  N. 
Richardson.  Sept  16    8t 

ANDREAS  T.^  THORUP, 

TEACHER    OP    THE    PIANO-PORTE. 

Resideuce,    84:    S»iiicltncy    Street. 

Sepb  16  tf 

MISS  FANNY  PRAZER, 

Has  the  pleasure  to  inform  her  Pupils  and  Friends  that  she 
has  returned  to  the  city,  and  will  be  prepared  to  resume  in- 
struction in  SINGING  and  the  PIANO-FORTE,  on  and  after 
October  1st.  Communications  may  be  left  with  Messrs.  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  or  at  her  residence, 
"  Pavilion,"  Tremont  Street.  Sept  16 

F.    F.    MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old   South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  IVo*  3  "Wiuter  Place,  Boston. 

Sept  16  3m 

INSTRUCTION  IN  SINGING. 
QIGWOR  C.  CHIAIVEI  respectfully  informs  the  public 
^3  that  he  is  now  prepared  to  give  lessons  to  single  pupils,  or 
if  desirable,  to  two,  three,  and  four  pupils  together,  of  either 
sex,  for  the  purpose  of  singing  Duettos,  Terzettos  and  Quar- 
tettos.  Application  may  be  made  by  letter  at  No.  47  Hancock 
street,  and  at  Richardson's  Musical  Exchange  ;  or,  on  and  after 
the  16th  inst  ,  Sig.  CUianei  may  be  seen  at  Sig.  Papanti's,  No. 
21  Tremont  Row,  every  day  [except  Wednesday  and  Saturday] 
from  1  to  2  oVlock,  P.  M.,  where  he  gives  lessons.  0  7  tf 


INSTRUCTION  IN  ITALIAN. 

R.  LUIGI  3I01VTI,  Instructor  in  Italian  at  Harvard 
University,  will  give  privHte  lessons  in  the  city. 
Address  at  the  Winthrop  House.  Oct  7    3m 


M^ 


WILLIAM   BERGER, 
Paafelaslier  and  Importer  of  Music, 

No.  82  West  4tli  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MUSIC,   for  sale   at   Eaitern   prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  publit^hed.     A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    AH  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
\Cy^  A  Catalogue  is  in  preparation.  Aug26 


Mk.    THOMAS    RYAN 

Beg3  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  pupils  tliat  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  season,  and  is  prepared  to  give  instruction 
on  the  PIANO,  FLnTE,  CLARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
THOROUGH  BASS.  Applications  m.-iy  be  made  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  19  Franklin  Street,  or  at  Kichardson's  music  store. 
Sept  16 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-l'ORTE,  and  in  the  Theory  of  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


Instruction  on  the  Piano-forte  and  in  Singing. 

MR.  ADOLPH  KIELBLOCK  respectfully  gives  notice  to  his 
pupils  and  the  public  that  he  has  returned  to  the  city, 
and  resumed  his  lessons  on  the  Pianoforte  and  in  Singing,  and 
may  be  addressed  at  his  residence,  30  Ash  street,  or  at  the  Mu- 
sic Stores  of  Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washington  street,  Geo.  P.  Reed 
&  Co.,  13  Tremont  street,  or  Nathan  Kichardson,  282  Washing- 
ton street. 

References.— Lyman  Nichols,  Esq.,  10  .Toy  Street,  Boston. 
John  Bigelow,        "     42  Blossom  St.      " 
Oliver  Ditson,        "  " 

George  P.  Reed,     "  " 

N.  Richardson,       ''  " 

Hon.  T.  D  Elliot,  New  Bedford. 
Rev.  .Tohn  Weiss,  " 

Joseph  Ricketeon,  Esq.  " 


Sept  30 


^ 


s. 


w^- 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


iS^ 
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NOW     READY, 

THE    GREAT  WORK   OF   THE   YEAR, 

MOORE'S 

COMPIiETE  ENCYC1.©Pj5E1>IA 


TTSIXO. 

A  ■work  "which  has  cost  the  inrlefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distia- 
guished  celebrities  in_the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
so  iudispensable  not  only  to  the  professioual  musician,  but  to 
every  amateur,  ia  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  the  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

■4000   MUSICIANS  I 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Perfonners 
"wiio  liare  ever  lived. 

A  Complete  Bletionary  of  over 

5000    MUSICAL   TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIETTCE    OP    MUSIC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  the  dates  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOKOUGH  BASS,  &g.  &c. 

A  Sook^  intended  to  cover  tSae  ^vS&ole 
of  JTliesica]  Scaence. 

JOHN  P.   JEIVETT   &   CO. 

PUBLISHERS, 

July  29  BOSTON. 

SIGNOR  AUGUSTO  BEMUELART,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Cl.^sses, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evening?,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offf  red  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  great 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  AuG03to  Bendelari,  at  the 
"WiDthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs,  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

REPEREKGES. 

Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G.  Ward.  Esq. 

Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq.  John  S.  Dwight,  Esci- 

Sept  9 

MR.  J.  0.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing.  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hay  ward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

Sept  23  tf. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

Hesidence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference^  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq,  May  20- 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHEE     ©F     MWiSIC, 

365  "Wasluugtosa  Street,  Boston. 

Oct.  16.  3m 


Oermasiia  Serenade  Baisd. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  c»n  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E  TELTOW,  Agent. 
iil4tf  30  Fayette  Street. 


CHICKEIIINO   &    SONS, 

MANUFACIHEERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVEBY  DESCRIPTION. 


NATHAN    RICHARDSON, 

IMPORTER,  PUBLISHER  &,  DEALER 


"WAREROOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr29  BOSTON.  tf 


jFoi-cign  &^  Slmcrican  J^ujsic, 

Piano-Portes,  Organs,  Melodeons,  &e. 

Also,  Publisher  of  the  celebrated 

*  llDlJcrn  Stlrnol  for  tire  |ianff-|flri.c,' 

AND 

'  Elements  of  Music  at  Sight' 
New  Music 

PUELISHIiD   DAILY,   AT   THE 

MUSICAL   EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

DC?^  All  my  publications  can  he  obtained  at  Wholesale  and 
Retail  of  J.  F.  PETRI,  my  Agent  for  Baltimore  and  vicinity. 

GEOEGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 

No.   3    WINTER    STREET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

W AREA N TED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Sept  2  3m 


A.    W.    FRENZEIi 

Will  resume  his 

On  or  before  October  1st. 

Orders  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Co. 
N.  Richardson,  or  E  H.  Wade.  Aug26 

John  Btmyan  Still  Lives! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

TUE  EKTIRE  AND   IKIUITABLE  ALLEGOBY   OP 

THE    PII.GRIM^S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figure.'!,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  hisjourney  tVom 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Tehtimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  moat  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,   Pwtolisher. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  onli  AUTnoRizED  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. Uis  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engi-aving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  irames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

IMPOKTEK  AND   DEALER  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

TSo,  13  Ti'em.out  Row,  Boston. 

\*    Wedding  and  A^isiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

16  tf 

MEYER   &   TRETBAR, 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

^fmportrrs  of  c^orcujit  ^usic  aub  pxibiisbcrs, 

Keep  a  large  and  well  selected   stock   of  both   Foreign  and 

American  Music.  By  our   direct   and   regular  engagements 

with  the  principal  publishing  houses  in  Europe,  we  are  ena- 
bled to  supply 

MUSIC-DEALERS  IVITH  FOREIGIV  MUSIC, 

on  as  favorable  temis  as  any  other  house  in  the  United  States. 

tCP*  Sole  Agents  in  the  United  States  for  the  well  known 
publishing  house  of  G.  fli.  MEYER,  Jr.  of  Brunswick, 
Germany,  (on  whose  publications  we  grant  the  [uost  profitable 
di.'^count,)  wliex'enf  we  particularly  mention  a  fine  collection  of 
OUVEKTUKES  arranged  for  the  Piano-Forte  as  Solo  and 
Duet,  the  favorite  works  of  FESCA,  LITOLFF,  WINKLER, 
&c.,  a  complete  edition  of  BEETHOVEN'S  works  for  Pi.ino- 
Forte,  including  all  the  TRIOS,  QUATUORJ,  SINFONIES, 
&c.,  arranged  by  L.  WINKLER.  Also,  the  last  compositions 
of  USZT,  BRUNNER,  SPINDLER,  HENRY  CRAMER,  &c. 

Catalogues  of  G.  M.  Meyer's  publications  forwarded  gratis 
to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  if  desired,  by 

MEYER  &  TRETBAR, 
Augl2  3m  304  Main  St.  Buffalo. 


TAYLOR'S  PIANO  FORTE  FOR  BEGINNERS. 

FIKST  STEPS  TO  THE  PIANO  FORTE ;   teing  an  Ele- 
mentary   Catechism    for    Beginners.      By    GEORGE    C. 
TAVLOK,   Teacher  of  the    Piano  i'orte,  Harp  and  Violin. 
Price  75  cents.     Usual  deduction  to  the  trade.    For  sale  by 
F.  J.  HDNTINGTON,  23  Park  Row,  New  York. 
WM.  D.  SULLIVAN,  Madison,  Ga. 


ORATORIO  OF  DAVID.— A  full  set  of  orchestral 
accompaniments,  or  in  a  condensed  foi-m  for  a  small 
orchestra  :  also  a  number  of  copies  in  vocal  score,  can  be  had 
on  application  to  D.  KIMBALL,  JR.,  28  Milk  St. 

Boston,  Oct.  7, 1864.  2t 


HEMES'    PATENT 

AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFCRTET. 

TUE  MANUFACTUREK  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
ia  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEIVS,  365  IVas/iington  St.,  Boston. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER  AND   DEALER  IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No,  344:  Wasliiugton  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FOR  TES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  f  TO  LET. 
Apr.  10.  tf 

MANUEL  PENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MBSIC-KOOM,  No.  17  Geai's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 
and  Summer  Streets. 
litferen^es. 
Messrs.  Chickerinq,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Ponchard,  Boston. 
Messrs.  George  Peabody,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

Jan.  21.    3m. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHER  OE  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Kiuhakdson,  28^  Washington  St.  or  U.  P. 
Keed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

Kjefehences:— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring;,33-Mt.  Ternon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  liO  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

PRINCE  &  CO.'S  MELOBEONS, 

OF  every  vaiiety,  from  ©45  to  S?l50,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  aud  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 

G.    P.    REJED   &   Co. 


Sept.  2 


13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sole  Agents  for  Pjince  ^  Co.^s  Melodeons. 


ADOLPH   BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OF   THE  PIANO-PORTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Eeed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Roxbury.  Sept  9 

H.    S.    CUTIiEB, 

MUSIC  EOO-M  UNDER  CHURCH  OF  THE  ADVENT. 

Terms  1620.— Address  care  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Wash- 
ington St.  Sept  9  tf 

GOVERNESS. 

A  GERMAN  LADY,  who  has  taught  for  several  years  in 
this  country  the  English  branches,  German,  French,  and 
Drawing,  wishes  a  situation  as  Governess.  She  refers  to  Mrs. 
C.  R.  Lowell.  Sept  23    3t 

J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  or  Theo. 
T.  Barker.  3  mos.  Dec    3. 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,GUITAR, 

S  Seneca  St.,  comer  Harrisou  Aveuue* 

R.  De  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  &c. 

Boaton,  April  23.  3m 
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J.    TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Resideuce  Mo.  S6  Kjieeland  Street. 
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From  Chorley's  "Modern  German  Music." 

The  Beethoven-Festival  at  Bonn,  1845. 

(Continued  from  last  Number.) 

But  tills  magically-erected  building  was  not  to 
be  readied  without  something  of  adventure.  For 
an  adventure  it  was,  to  travel  from  Ostend  to  Co- 
logne, on  the  9th  of  August,  1845.  The  trials  of 
patience  which  await  the  average  summer  tourist 
on  that  most  intolerable  and  worst  managed  of 
railroads — the  heat,  the  dust,  pressure  in  uneasy 
carriages— the  stupid  incivility  of  the  Belgian  of- 
ficials, the  more  stupid  formality  of  the  Prussian 
custom-house  olficers  on  the  frontier — the  confu- 
sions of  many  trains  from  many  places  meeting  at 
given  points,  and  few,  if  any,  keeping  their  time 
— all   these    pleasant   incidents   of    travel   were 


doubled  in  the  vivacity  of  their  interest,  by  their 
taking  place  (as  it  were)  in  the  midst  of  a  fair 
kept  by  half  the  literary  men,  artistic  ladies,  and 
great  personages  of  London,  Paris,  and  the  holy 
Roman  empire.  To  make  that  day's  journey  was 
very  like  running  the  gauntlet  for  a  seat  in  a  rail- 
way carriage,  in  the  midst  of  every  body  whom 
one  had  ever  seen  or  heard  of.  Here  might  be 
encountered  a  group  of  swan-like  English  ladies, 
bending,  and  bowing,  and  waitint;,  and  all  but 
left  behind  because  of  their  politeness,  in  the 
midst  of  whom  a  well  known  anonymous  bel  esprit 
stood  enjoying  the  confusion.  There,  in  the  plen- 
itude of  ministerial  importance,  and  that  touch- 
ing simplicity  which  may  sometiines  be  confound- 
ed with  cool  self-assertion,  a  foreign  cabinet  Coun- 
cillor and  diplomatist  was  seen  carrying  his  own 
red  box  in  order  that  he  might  have  the  pleasure 
of  studying  publicly,  in  the  railway  carriage,  the 
rough  draft  of  a  Constitution  which  the  aforesaid 
red  box  contained.  Next  would  come  up,  shout- 
ing, gesticulating,  astoundingly  dressed  (and  some 
of  them  esquiring  not  very  dubious  gentlewomen,) 
a  troop  and  tribe  of  bearded  Frenchmen,  who 
were  going  through  the  journey  with  the  violence 
of  people  to  whom  any  journey,  save  from  Paris 
to  Versailles,  was  strange.  What  cigar-smokino- 
was  there  ! — what  perpetual  introducing  ! — what 
screams  of  surprise  when  there  was  nothing  to 
astonish,  and  of  recognition  among  people  who 
had  parted  but  the  evening  before !  The  railway 
platform  at  Verviers  was  that  daj'  as  fine  a  place 
for  studying  the  full  meaning  of  the  word  "  ta- 
page  "  as  the  holiday  world  has  ever  presented. 
As  we  drew  nearer  and  nearer  to  Ai.x,  the  crowd 
grew  thicker  and  thicker,  more  noisy,  and  worse 
tempered.  Some  of  us  had  to  rough  it  for  a  stage 
or  two  on  the  steps  of  the  railway  carriages ;  some 
withiaps,  by  Nature  meant  to  hold  only  one  ten- 
ant, were  cajoled  into  accommodating  two  and  a 
half!  Some  (chiefly  French  these)  had  lost  their 
passports,  or  had  come  without.  And  then  we  had 
a  perpetual  incoming  and  outpouring  of  the  anx- 
ious, overworked,  distracted  officials,  set  in  busy 
motion  by  the  expected  coming  of  our  Queen  of 
England,  and  the  arrival  of  her  Cousin  of  Prus- 
sia at  the  small  palace  of  Briihl,  half  way  betwixt 
Cologne  and  Bonn,  to  give  her  welcome  to  Ger- 
many. One  or  two  of  the  station-houses  had  al- 
ready half  got  into  their  finery  :  in  many  of  the 
tunnels,  we  rushed  through  mysterious  avenues  of 
green  boughs,  brought  thither  to  be  illuminated 
when  our  Sovereign  Lady  should  pass. 

I  think  I  never  met  so  many  brass  instruments 
— horns,  trumpets,  cornets-a-pixton,  trombones, 
opliicleides,  saxophones,  and  other  engines  of  musi- 
cal festivity — on  a  journey,  as  on  that  railroad  on 
that  day.  Even  "  the  Star"  at  Bonn,  swarming 
like  a  hive  as  it  was,  and  all  night  long  as  noisy  as 
the  stage  behind  the  scenes  on  the  first  night  of  a 
new  pantomime — with  its  two,  three,  four,  for 
aught  I  know,  twenty  bedded  rooms — seemed  a 
harbor  of  placid,  calm  and  gentle  repose,  after 
that  frantic  day  on  the  Belgian  and  Prussian  rail- 
roads. 


As  to  the  little  dull  University  town  itself,  the 
best  description  of  its  aspect  in  the  morning  when 
we  woke  and  walked  out,  was  that  furnished  by 
an  ingenious  guest,  who  proposed  to  buy  a  view  of  , 
the  place,  and  paint  it  across  with  blue,  scarlet, 
and  white  lines,  on  a  green  ground.  The  build- 
ings were  positively  covered  with  flags  streaming 
in  the  wind,  over  walls  of  oak  and  alder  boughs; 
many  of  the  houses  being  profusely  decorated 
with  rich  green  garlands ;  among  others,  of  course, 
the  house  where  Beethoven  was  born,  a  forlorn 
and  grim  mansion  in  the  Rhein  Gasse,  the  dirt  of 
which  looked  all  the  drearier  tor  the  furbishing- 
up.  In  cradle  less  fragrant  did  Genius  never  see 
the  light.  How  curious  was  the  illustration  of 
that  undying  and  universal  fame,  which  becomes 
a  fasliion  with  the  frivolous,  as  well  as  a  faith  with 
the  sincere,  furnished  by  the  stream  of  pilgrims 
from  almost  evei-y  country,  who  thought  it  part  of 
the  show  to  go  and  look  at  Beethoven's  birth- 
place— some  with  sarcasm,  some  with  tears,  the 
best  with  silence !  This  done,  the  generality  of 
the  guests  turned  into  the  Fest-IIalle,  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  rehearsal.  Of  the  music  performed 
there,  it  may  be  best  to  speak  separately. 

After  the  rehearsal,  creature  comforts  were  to  be 
cared  for : — and  those  wonderful  dinners  at  "  The 
Stai-"  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  people,  made  too 
important  a  feature  in  the  week  to  be  forgotten. 
Two  mortal  hours  and  a  half  long  at  the  least, 
and  managed  with  a  military  discipline  and  exact- 
ness that  was  over-awing  by  its  precision,  thej'  live 
in  my  memory  as  among  the  most  singular  and 
pleasant  meals  of  which  I  ever  partook.  It  will 
not  do  to  think  of  the  companion  in  all  his  prime 
of  life  and  intelligence  and  promise  and  enjoy- 
ment,— -whose  ready  sympathy  and  quiet  humor 
gave  a  zest  to  every  oddity,- and  a  solution  for 
every  inconvenience,  and  an  additional  goodness 
of  good  cheer  to  the  ample  provision  made  for 
that  monstrous  party  !  lie  is  gone  :  but  forms  too 
vivid  a  presence  in  that  strange  scene  to  be  whol- 
ly passed  over.  I  fancy  that  I  now  hear  the 
wranglings  of  the  guests  as  they  fought  their  way 
to  their  places, — the  screaming  mirth  of  Dona 
Lola  Montez  (who  had  then  not  bethought  herself 
of  "  Bavaria  "  and  was  only  doing  a  little  promis- 
cuous gambling  up  and  down  the  Rhine,  wherever 
there  was  an  assemblage  of  company.)  I  think  I 
see  the  observant  face  of  the  English  divine,  who 
having  walked  demurely  round  the  table  where 
she  sat,  ascertained  that  Time  had  already  "  thin- 
ned her  flowing  hair,"  and  mentioned  the  bald- 
ness when  he  came  back  as  a  precious  fact  to  be 
noted.  I  think  I  see  the  gigantic  baskets,  piled 
with  cannon-balls  of  reserve  bread — in  quantity, 
enough  to  stand  a  siege — which  somehow,  ere  the 
tenth  course  came,  were  utterly  emptied.  I  think 
I  hear  the  peremptory  bell,  which,  as  every 
new  course  was  ready,  called  out  the  ai'my  of 
waiters,  who  returning  anon  in  quick  step,  charged 
the  tables  with  some  fresh,  unspeakable  dish ;  lor 
which,  somehow,  every  one  found  room  (how  we 
did  eat  in  the  Rhine  Land  !)  I  think  I  hear  how 
the  scene  grew  noisier  and  noisier  as  the  bautjuet 
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went  on  : — and  how  there  were  greetings  from  far 
and  near,  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  table,  from 
lungs  of  every  country,  and  the  clinking  of 
glasses,  and  the  explosion  of  champagne  corks; 
and,  in  progress  of  time,  the  bursting  out  of  smoke 
in  a  hundred  places,  accompanied  b}'  a  sudden 
scraping  of  chairs  as  our  outraged  island  ladles 
made  tlieir  retreat.  Will  there  ever  be  such  day* 
— ever  such  dinners  again?  Of  course  1  believe 
rtot :  but,  in  truth,  they  were  mad  and  strange  and 
noisy  and  long  enough — and,  what  was  wonder- 
ful, all  the  dishes  at  them  were  kept  tolerably 
hot! 

It  was  a  relief  to  get  out  of  Bonn,  for  a  morn- 
ing hour,  and  to  hear  the  wind  roaring  among  the 
old  fir-trees  on  the  Kreuzherg  hill, — and,  skirting 
the  ridge  of  which  it  forms  the  last,  to  refresh  the 
spirits  with  the  delicious  view  from  Godesberg  up 
the  Rhine  towards  the  Seven  Mountains, — one  of 
the  finest  landscapes  in  that  lovely  and  cheerful 
district.  But,  after  such  a  lull,  the  storm  set  in 
with  a  vengeance.  Every  train  and  steamer 
brought  its  cargo  of  new  acquaintances  or  new 
celebrities — every  hour  its  fresh  rumor  concern- 
ing, not  merely  the  Festival,  but  also  the  Royal 
Progress  of  Her  Majesty  our  Queen,  and  the  gor- 
geous and  cordial  welcome  which  was  in  store  for 
her.  Now  it  was  to  be  an  illumination  a  (fiorno 
of  the  Cathedral  at  Cologne.  Now  it  was  the  un- 
paralleled concerts  in  preparation  at  Stolzenfels 
on  the  Rhine.  Now  it  was  a  serenade  to  be  given 
on  her  reception  at  Briihl ;  which  may  be  called 
a  frontier-house  belonging  to  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Prussia,  half  way  betwixt  Cologne  and 
Bonn. 

Exhausting  as  were  all  these  sights,  sounds,  and  ■ 
screams,  coming  in  such  rapid  succession,  they, 
nevertheless,  had  the  effect  of  sufficiently  working 
us  up  into  a  due  state  of  excitement  for  what 
might  be  called  the  consummation  of  this  Festival 
. — the  inauguration  of  the  statue  of  Beethoven  in 
the  Dom  Platz.  The  day  began  with  service  in 
the  Minster,  at  which  Beethoven's  Mass  in  C,  I 
am  told,  was  finely  performed.  But  my  enjoy- 
ment was  in  the  scene  without,  watching  the  pro- 
cession which  swept  across  the  Dom  Platz — a 
sight  such  as  could  not  be  matched  on  any  other 
occasion,  or  in  any  other  country  ;  since  not  only 
was  it  precious  and  interesting  to  overlook  such  a 
vast  gathering  of  musical  celebrities,  to  see  filing 
past  one  remarkable  man  after  another  whose  face 
bore  tokens  of  thought,  labor,  and  grave  partici- 
pation in  the  objects  of  the  meeting — but  some- 
thing was  to  be  gathered  from  the  fillings-up  of 
the  cortege.  The  German  loves  dressing  up  on 
all  occasions,  but  the  German  student  especially. 
His  every-day  protest  in  favor  of  Freedom  meant 
(in  those  days  at  least)  liberty  to  wear  his  hair 
half  down  his  back,  and  his  shirt  (if  shirt  there 
was)  open,  so  as  to  show  his  naked  chest  down  to 
his  waist ; — to  indulge  in  coats  of  the  most  carica- 
tured fashion — caps  the  like  of  which  no  brother 
in  smoke  or  beer  had  ever  dreamed  of — a  cane, 
or  cudgel,  no  less  rudely  and  curiously  devised — • 
and  a  pipe  dedecked  with  the  portrait  of  some 
Cynthia  tipsily  enamelled  in  all  her  seductions. 
But  this  was  a  state  occasion,  to  be  honored  as  such 
in  all  the  triumph  of  masquerade  ;  and  we  had  bar- 
jel  caps  with  dirty  feathers,  such  as  may  be  seen 
on  Romeo  outside  the  booth  at  a  fair  ;  and  velvet 
Van  Dyck  coats,  and  scarves  of  all  manner  of 
gay  colors,  paraded  on  wearers  whose  fervor 
was  only  equalled  by  their  want  of  cleanliness. 
The  obese,  and  the  sullen,  and  the  specta- 
cled youths  that  swept  into  the  Minster,  truly  sat- 
isfied with  such  a  precious  caparison  as  I  have  de- 
scribed, are  another  feature  of  that  curious  meet- 
ing not  to  be  forgotten.  The  procession  was 
closed  by  a  troop  of  Lancers.  At  last  it  wound 
its  way  into  the  Minster,  and  the  doors  were  shut ; 
and  there  was  half  an  hour  of  comparative  quiet, 
and  time  to  breathe — if  breathe  one  could  on  one 
of  the  most  oppressively  hot  mornings  of  August, 
that  the  oldest  Rhinelander  remembered. 

Tennyson  has  told  us  how  charming  it  is  to  lis- 
ten to  music — 

"  where  the  sunshine  laves 
The  lawn  by  some  cathedral. " 

Even  the  gradual  putting  together  of  the  crowd 
in  the  Dom  Platz  did  not  wholly  hinder  a  part  of 


the  noblest  Catholic  service  in  existence  from 
reaching  the  platform  which  had  been  raised 
round  the  statue  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
spectators.  With  this  interest  by  way  of  aid,  the 
time  did  not  seem  long.  In  front  of  the  veiled 
statue  were  the  female  choristers  (mostly  ama- 
teurs,) who  had  given  their  services  to  the  Festi- 
val : — behind  them  were  the  tenors  and  basses. 
A  reading  desk  stood  on  one  side  of  the  area,  and 
ranged  round  the  pedestal  was  a  rifle  troop,  with 
their  pieces  loaded  :  for  the  Germans  must  have 
the  baptism  of  fire  on  such  occasions.  One  space 
after  another,  betwixt  the  dwarf  linden-trees  that 
are  ranged  in  the  Platz,  filled  rapidly  with  the 
groups  of  eager  gazers ;  presently,  too,  the  com- 
pany from  the  Minster  poured  forth.  It  appeared 
strange  that  the  musicians  were  not  kept  more 
together,  in  order  that  they  might  form  a  distinct 
feature  on  the  occasion  ;  but  betwixt  bad  manage- 
ment on  the  part  of  tlie  Committee,  and  ill-judged 
self-importance  on  the  part  of  the  guests,  it  seem- 
ed, alas !  as  if  the  musicians  had  come  to  Bonn 
for  the  express  purpose  of  keeping  asunder  one 
from  the  other.  Then,  a  neighboring  balcony, 
flounced  and  furbelowed  for  the  reception  of  royal 
guests,  was  a  great  counter  attraction  to  the  veiled 
statue.  Time  passed : — twelve  o'clock  approached, 
and  the  company  began  to  grow  restless.  At 
length,  the  screech  of  the  steam-whistle  on  the 
neighboring  rail-road,  and  the  jangling  of  the  loud 
and  the  heavy-toned  bells,  announced  that  the 
royal  guests  had  arrived.  Almost  instantly  they 
appeared  in  the  draperied  balcony,  and  proceed- 
ings commenced.  A  brief  address  was  read  by 
Dr.  Breidenstcin,the  chairman  of  the  Committee, 
from  the  desk  I  have  mentioned;  and  then,  amid 
the  thunder  of  cannon,  a  salvo  from  the  riflemen, 
the  pealing  of  bells,  and  the  cheering  of  the  mul- 
titude, the  veil  fell  from  around  the  statue.  This 
was  one  of  the  moments  of  which  life  has  not 
many,  meagre  of  interest  and  theatrical  as  it  may 
seem  in  description.  Many  hearts  were  very  full; 
but  amid  all  the  crowding  memories  and  emotions 
of  the  scene,  some  will  not  forget  the  expression 
of  Liszt's  countenance  as  he  went  up  to  the  mon- 
ument,— the  first,  as  was  fitting,  after  one  or  two 
town  authorities, — and  signed  the  lecord  of  the 
transaction.  I  think  an  expression  so  noblj'  and 
serenely  radiant  I  have  never  seen  on  any  face. 
While  the  signing  went  on,  a  chorus  was  sung; 
but,  as  happens  with  most  open-air  choruses,  the 
effect  was  poor — indeed,  the  music  passed  unno- 
ticed in  the  midst  of  stronger  excitement.  And 
there,  at  last,  stood  Beethoven — the  rugged,  af- 
flicted, storm-beaten  genius, — placed  royally  in 
the  town  of  his  birth,  by  the  munificent  exertions 
of  another  musician,  in  the  presence  of  a  compa- 
ny such  as  there  is  smiU  probability  of  any  of  this 
generation  ever  seeing  assembled  again. 

And  there,  in  spite  of  all  the  gibing,  and  sore- 
ness, and  scornfulness  of  the  time,  will  he  stand, 
unless  a  fit  of  iconoclasm  should  break  forth  ;  un- 
less the  Germans,  like  the  French,  amuse  them- 
selves with  pulling  down  the  effigies  they  them- 
selves have  set  up! — It  was  one  of  the  odd  incon- 
sistencies of  this  singular  Festival,  that  at  night, 
when  the  whole  town  was  garlanded  and  illumin- 
ated, that  dark  bronze  effigy  was  left  to  stand,  in 
the  shade  of  the  Cathedral,  without  bough,  or 
leaf,  or  light,  dusky  and  grim.  Were  we  to  read 
accidents  symbolically,  such  an  end  to  the  day  of 
Beethoven's  apotheosis  might  perhaps  be  felt  as 
not  the  least  significant  part  of  the  show. — 
Enough  that  on  the  evening  in  question,  the  crowd 
was  everywhere  else,  and  the  Efligy  left  in  dark- 
ness ! 

In  sketching  the  outward  features  of  this  com- 
memoration, before  venturing  a  few  remembrances 
of  its  purely  artistic  portion — the  music  performed 
— I  must  again  insist,  little  to  the  credit  of  musi- 
cians though  it  be,  that  the  seamy  side  of  artistic 
life  has  rarely  been  so  clearly  and  so  coarsely 
manifest  as  at  that  Bonn  Festival.  It  appeared  as 
if  some  of  the  guests  had  come  thither  with  no 
other  purpose  than  to  see  the  matter  fail,  and  to 
sneer  at  the  universal  discomfiture.  A.  would 
not  sing.  B.  (which  was  almost  more  annoying) 
tvould  play.  C.  wrote  anonymous  letters  to  ap- 
prise every  one  that  D.  was  of  character  too  in- 
famous to  be  allowed  part  or  share  in  so  sacred  a 


rite.  Every  one  seemed  to  have  set  his  or  her 
heart  on  accompanying  "  Adelaida  1 "  Then 
what  business  had  Liszt  to  permit  his  own  Can- 
tata to  be  performed,  when  E.  had  his  psalm  rea- 
dy, and  F.  his  Hymn  of  Praise,  and  G.  his  choral 
symphony  as  good  as  Beethoven's,  and  twice  as 
difiicult?  Then  H.  and  F.  and  I.  were  spirited 
away  by  Meyerbeer,  who  was  accused  of  fixing 
the  rehearsals  for  the  King  of  Prussia's  concerts 
at  Briihl  and  Stolzenfels,  at  the  precise  time  best 
calculated  to  thwart  the  operations  of  the  Bonn 
Committee.  Then  the  wranglings  for  place  and 
precedence  at  the  dinner-tables  at  "The  Star" 
every  day  ! — and  the  sneers  and  the  slanders,  and 
the  confidences  in  by-corners,  and  the  stoppages 
on  the  stairs  to  relate  some  new  hope  of  an  utter 
break  down — some  new  story  of  ill-usage  and 
neglect.  It  was  the  plague  of  Envy,  called  into 
open  and  active  life  by  mismanagement,  in  its  full- 
est perfection ! 

[ConclusioD  next  week.] 


[From  the  Boston  Dmly  Advertiser.] 

"Those  Vile  Red  "Walls." 

As  the  color  of  the  walls  of  the  new  Theatre 
has  been  condemned  at  the  same  time  as  too 
gloomy  and  too  glaring,  I  am  led  to  believe  that 
it  is  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  but  the  happy 
mean  which  will  wear  into  public  favor. 

Allow  me  to  say  a  few  words  in  behalf  of  this 
hue,  against  which  there  has  been  such  a  cry. 

In  selecting  the  color  for  the  walls  of  a  theatre, 
reference  should  be  had :  first,  to  its  effect  upon 
the  whole  house ;  second,  upon  the  audience. 

The  aspect  of  the  interior  of  a  theatre  should 
neither  be  so  dazzling  as  to  fatigue  the  eye,  nor 
so  severe  as  to  chill  the  heart  of  the  spectator ; 
the  avant  scene  and  ceiling  should  be  light,  the 
bo.x  fronts  brilliant  with  gold  upon  white,  and  the 
color  of  the  walls  quiet  and  warm  and  rich  to 
support  the  one  and  give  due  relief  to  the  other 
as  well  as  to  the  audience. 

Now,  of  the  three  primary  colors,  yellow,  red 
and  blue,  the  first  fulfils  neither  of  these  condi- 
tions; turning  pale  in  the  gas  light,  it  forms  a 
dingy  discord  with  the  white  and  gold,  and  it  im- 
j^arts  a  violet  tinge  to  the  cheeks  of  the  ladies. 

Blue  of  a  light  tint  is  veiy  favorable  to  the  toi- 
lettes of  ladies  in  full  dress,  and  the  faces  of  blondes, 
and  in  a  small  theatre,  especially  where  the  walls 
are  cut  up  by  high  divisions  between  the  boxes,  it 
is  gay  and  elegant.-  But  in  a  vast  hall,  where  the 
galleries  are  very  deep,  the  boxes  open,  the  large 
lalank  spaces  on  the  walls  would  look  dreary  and 
chilly  in  a  cold  winter's  night.  It  would,  moreover, 
be  harder  to  light  than  red,  and  it  would  not  har- 
monize by  contrast  with  the  ceiling  and  avant  scene. 
Red  absorbs  less  light  than  blue,  has  depth  of  tone 
which  yellow  wants,  contrasts  well  with  the  delicate 
tints  of  the  ceiling  and  avant  scene,  gives  due  relief 
to  the  box  fronts,  and  is  a  better  back  ground  for 
an  audience  dressed  soberly,  than  blue  ;  the  only 
unfavorable  effect  being  that  it  blanches  the 
cheeks.  It  atones  for  a  scanty  audience,  (a  con- 
sideration not  to  be  overlooked,)  and  thaws  a 
frozen  one  by  its  rich  warm  hue. 

Of  the  compound  colors:  pink,  which  has  been 
suggested,  is  probably  the  worst  selection  that 
could  be  made,  as  it  would  give  a  faded  air  to  the 
house,  neither  contrasting  nor  harmonizing  with 
other  parts  ;  and  as  to  the  audience,  M.  Chevreul, 
the  most  scientific  writer  on  the  laws  of  colors,  says, 
speaking  of  the  walls  of  a  theatre  :  "  To  conclude, 
where  the  object  is  to  bring  out  the  rosy  carnations 
(a  gallant  allusion  to  cheeks,)  by  means  of  a  col- 
ored back  ground,  the  least  favorable  color  is  rose, 
as  it  renders  the  skin  green,  the  most  favorable 
pale  green."  This  latter  color  is  probably  the 
best  as  regards  the  fair  sex,  but  like  blue  it  absorbs 
the  light  too  much,  and  is  too  cold  for  our  large 
hall  and  our  winter  weather. 

M.  Cavos,  architect  of  the  great  theatres  of  Mos- 
cow and  St.  Petersburg,  recommends  a  sort  of  cit- 
ron or  russet,  but  it  seems  to  me  to  possess  no  ad- 
vantage over  the  red. 

As  to  neutral  tints,  is  so  large  a  hall,  the  want 
of  a  positive  color  tcidominate  over  the  rest,  would 
produce  monotony.  In  Paris,  twenty  years  ago, 
some  few  of  the  theatres  were  marbled  or  de- 
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corated  with  painted  draperies ;  most  of  them  were 
blue.  To-day,  they  are,  ahnost  without  an  excep- 
tion, red.  This  result  of  their  experience  confirms 
the  theory  that,  upon  the  whole,  red  is  the  most 
suitable  color,  and  if  this  is  true  where  the  theatres 
are  small,  the  walls  cut  up  and  divided  by  high 
partitions,  relieved  by  draperies,  richly  carved  and 
gilded  wood  work,  and  where  the  audiences  are 
brilliantly  dressed,  it  is  much  more  so  here,  for 
our  vast,  simply  decorated  house,  with  deep  and 
open  galleries,  and  where  the  company,  if  the 
house  is  to  be  patronized,  will  be  clad  in  their 
street  dresses — blanket  shawls  and  paletots  pre- 
dominating over  opera  cloaks  and  white  cravats. 

The  real  ground  for  complaint  is  not  the  color, 
but  the  mode  of  lighting,  which  throws  the  occu- 
pants of  the  boxes  into  deep  shadow ;  a  result  to 
be  deplored,  but  which  will  be,  I  think,  remedied, 
when  changes,  now  in  progress,  have  been  com- 
pleted. 

Scientific  men  at  Paris  and  elsewhere  have  de- 
voted their  attention  for  a  century  to  solving  the 
diflScult  problem  of  lighting  sufficiently  the  hall 
of  a  theatre  without  blinding  a  portion  of  the  spec- 
tators. 

The  first  modern  theatres  were  illuminated  by 
numerous  chandeliers,  which  the  complaints  of  the 
pnblic  at  last  reduced  to  a  central  one.  This 
however,  dangled  in  the  eyes  of  all  those  who  sat 
opposite  the  stage ;  an  annoyance  which  was  re- 
medied in  Italy  by  raising  it  above  the  ceiling 
simultaneously  with  the  rising  of  the  curtain,  there- 
by affording  to  all  a  clear  view  of  the  stage  which 
gained  much  in  effect  by  the  dim  light  of  the 
hall. 

"But,"  says  a  French  writer,  "this  arrange- 
ment would,  undoubtedly,  be  unpopular  with  our 
ladies  who  go  to  the  theatre  as  much  to  be  seen  as 
to  see." 

He  then  suggests  a  light  very  like  the  sun 
burner  we  have  adopted,  and  many  experiments 
were  made  by  Lavoisier,  Servandoni  and  others, 
of  spheric  reflectors,  &c.  Locatelli  in  1825  tried 
lighting  La  Fenice  at  Venice  by  a  lamp  with 
many  jets  placed  above  the  ceiling  and  shining 
upon  parabolic  mirrors,  which  dispersed  the  light 
through  the  hall ;  which  produced  a  very  beauti- 
ful eflect. 

After  all,  however,  the  theatres  are  still  lighted 
in  the  old  way ;  by  chandeliers,  or  by  lamps 
projected  from  the  box  fronts,  and  it  remains  for 
us  to  furnish  the  first  example  of  a  house  so  illu- 
minated that  all- can  see  and  be  seen,  if  the  public 
will  be  patient. 

I  will  only  add  to  this  elongated  article  that  ours 
is  the  first  theatre  in  the  world  where  the  ventila- 
tion of  the  lamps  has  been  atlempted,  and  what- 
ever defects  one  may  find,  all  must  acknowledge 
a  great  success  in  this  respect.        Dogberry. 
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Keforms  at  the  Grand  Opera. — "  Spi- 
ridion,"  the  Paris  correspondent  of  the  Alias, 
■writes  under  date  of  Sept.  23d : 

We  have  had  quite  a  tempest  among  the  critics, 
and  among  the  herd  of  gratuitous  play-goers  since 
the  Government  has  taken  the  management  of 
the  Grand  Opera  in  its  own  hands.  It  has  intro- 
duced numerous  changes  into  that  great  establish- 
ment, every  one  of  which  will  be  applauded  by  the 
public.  All  the  "  free  tickets "  to  the  Grand 
Opera  are  suppressed,  and  even  the  critics  of  the 
great  newspapers  are  refused  entrance  unless  they 
are  provided  with  tickets,  as  ordinary  mortals. 
No  men  abused  their  position  more  than  the  music- 
al reporters-or  critics.  They  not  only  forced  the 
manager  of  the  Grand  Opera,  (they  still  force  the 
managers  of  the  other  theatres,)  to  give  free  pla- 
ces to  all  their  co-editors,  but  all  of  their  acquaint- 
ances. Impertinence  and  favor  had  given  a  great 
many  other  persons  free  tickets,  who  were  not  in 
the  least  entitled  to  it,  and  by  the  prolonged  course 
of  abuses,  the  free  list  of  the  Opera  came  to  be 
swelled  up  to  hundreds.  Worse  than  all,  the  num- 
ber of  entrees  behind  the  scenes  increased  in  the 
same  great  proportion,  until  at  the  last  the  stage 
was  so  encumbered  it  was  next  to  impossible' for 
the  machinists  and  the  chorus  to  work.  The  pub- 
lic, too,  was  unmercifully  fleeced  by  the  ticket 
sellers,  who  at  the  last  had  formed  a  joint  stock 


company  and  held  boxes  by  the  year  in  the  Grand 
Opera,  whose  aggregate  annual  rent  was  not  less 
than  $32,000 ;  these  leases  will  not  be  renewed. 
The  Dames  au'x  Camelias,  who  have  now  all  the 
best  boxes  at  the  Grand  Opera,  will  not  have  their 
leases  renewed.  And  the  system  of  flattering 
"  stars  "  by  presenting  their  names  on  the  bills  in 
capital  letters  has  been  abolished,  every  actor  and 
actress'  name,  Cruvelli  and  Caroline,  Cerrito  and 
Savel,  are  all  printed  alike,  and  there  is  no  longer 
any  adventitious  typographical  distinction. 


Poems  by  John  Ruskin. 

A  London    Correspondent  of  the  New  York 

Tribune,  says : 

"Ei^ery  one  is  aware  that  John  Ruskin  has  the  soul  of  a 
poet,  if  he  does  not  choose  to  expre.s3  it  in  rhyme  and 
rhythm.  But,  it  is  not  every  one  who  linows  that  he  has  writ- 
ten and  published  poems.  He  wrote  a  prize  poem  when  at 
College,  and  contributed  many  beautiful  ver.=;es  to  the  Friend- 
ship's Otferiug,  an  annual.  Mr.  Ruslcin  has  been  solicited  to 
collect  and  publish  these  poems,  but  he  has  declined,  on  the 
ground  that  they  do  not  contain  a  sufficient  justification  for 
bringing  them  before  the  public  in  a  book." 

ON  ADE1_E,   BY   MOONLIGHT. 

With  what  a  glory  and  a  grace 
The  moonbeam  lights  her  laughing  face, 
And  dances  in  her  dazzling  eye; 
As  liquid  in  its  brilliancy 
As  the  deep  blue  of  midnight  ocean, 
When  underneath,  with  trembling  motion, 
The  phosphor  li^ht  floats  by  ! 
.■And  blushes  bright  pass  o'er  her  cheek, 
But  pure  and  pale  as  is  the  glow 
'  Of  sunset  on  a  mountain  peak, 
Robed  in  eternal  snow  ; 
Her  ruby  lips  lialf-oped  the  while, 
With  careless  air  around  her  throwing, 
Or,  with  a  vivid  glance,  bestowing 
A  burning  word,  or  silver  smile. 

MONT  B1_ANC  REVISITED. 
9th  June,  ISai). 

Oh,  Mount  beloved  !  mine  eyes  again 
Behold  the  twilight  sanguine  stain 

Along  thy  peaks  expire ; 
Oh,  Mount  beloved  !  thy  frontier  waste 
I  seek  with  a  religious  haste, 

And  reverent  desire. 

They  meet  me  midst  thy  shadows  cold- 
Such  thoughts  as  holy  men  of  old 

Amidst  the  desert  found  ; 
Such  gladness  as  in  Him  thev  felt, 
Who  with  them  through  the  darkness  dwelt, 

And  compassed  all  around. 

Oh  !  happy  if  His  will  were  so, 
To  give  me  manna  here  for  snow, 

And,  by  the  torrent  side, 
To  lead  me  as  he  leads  his  flocks 
Of  wild  deer,  through  the  lonely  rocks, 

In  peace  unterrified ; 

Since,  from  the  things  that  trustful  rest, — 
The  partridge  on  her  purple  nest, 

The  marmot  in  his  den, — 
God  wins  a  worship  more  resigned, — 
A  purer  praise  than  He  can  find 

Upon  the  lips  of  men. 

Alas,  for  man !  who  hath  no  sense 
Of  gratefulness  nor  confidence, 

But  still  rejects  and  raves; 
That  all  God's  love  can  hardly  win 
One  soul  from  taking  pride  in  sin, 

And  pleasure  over  graves. 

Yet  let  me  not,  like  him  who  trod 
In  wrath  of  old,  the  Mount  of  God, 

Forget  the  thousands  left; 
Lest  haply,  when  1  seek  his  face. 
The  whirlwind  of  the  cave  replace 

The  glory  of  the  cleft. 

But  teach  me,  God,  a  milder  thought, 
Lest  I,  of  all  Thy  blood  has  bought, 

Least  honorable  be ; 
And  this,  that  moves  me  to  condemn. 
Be  rather  want  of  love  for  them. 

Than  jealousy  for  Thee. 


Diary  Abroad.— No.  I. 

Berlin,  Sept.  4, 1854. 

Two  weeks  in  Berlin,  nnd  cut  off  from  all  the  music! 
Patience!  Yon  remember  the  liistory  of  the  venerable 
Job,  the  man  of  the  terniiigant  wife,  and  who  acquired 
such  a  reputation  for  taking  it  easy,  let  come  what 
would  come  ? 
Yes. 

Well  now,  suppose  a  case.  Suppose  that  the  said  .Job 
had  been  hungering  and  thirsting  for  on  Opera  for  more 
than  three  years,  (the  miserable  humbug  performances  by 
which  the  Americans  are  gulled  into  the  belief  that  they 
have  heard  and  seen  opera  having  served  only  to  whet 
the  appetite),  and  that  circumstances  had  led  him  unex- 
pectedly to  a  city  containing  an  opera  in  some  respects 
the  best  appointed  in  Europe  and,  taken  all  in  all,  in- 
ferior to  none.  Suppose  that  during  his  two  iveeks  stay 
there  the  "  Fairy  Lake  "  and  "Masaniello"  by  Auber, 
the  "  Prophet "  by  Meyerbeer,  and  Don  Juan  are  given 
in  all  their  pomp  and  glory;  while  at  a  finely  appointed 
summer  theatre  such  smaller-  affairs  as  Sonnambula, 
Preciosa  with  Weber's  music  and  the  like  are  performing 
daily ;  suppose  farther,  that  there  is  a  regular  weekly 
concert  at  which  among  the  symphonies  is  Beethoven's 
Ninth,  which  the  said  Job  had  been  for  years  vainly 
trying  to  hear;  and  that  this  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the 
programmes;  that  during  the  whole  time  he  had  been 
confined  close  prisoner  to  his  chamber  and  yet  had  taken 
it  easy  and  not  grumbled  once— what  would  you  think? 
lliink  ?  That  the  man  had  no  more  ear  for  music 
than  one  of  his  own  "  thousand  she-asses  " ! 
Sept.  9— At  last ! 

Music  once  more.  Dr.  Meyer  has  removed  the  inter- 
dict, and  as  it  draws  towards  evening,  lo.  Job  wending 
his  way  again  after  three  years  and  a  half  to  the  shrine 
of  Hennig,  whose  high  piiest  is  Liebig.  Up-Louisen 
Strasse  to  the  New  Gate,  and  thence  along  Invaliden  to 
to  Schaussee  Str.,  where  we  met  the  stream  of  people 
coming  from  the  city  direct,  on  their  weekly  prilgriuiage. 
There  is  Grossvater  with'  two  or  three  generations  pass- 
ing slowly  along;  there  that  young  artist,  wdio  is  always 
there  with  his  lady  love,  and  a  select  party  just  large 
enough  to  fill  the  table  which  is  rSserved  for  them— they 
need  not  hurry;  here  go  rushing  by  us  half  a  dozen 
students,  who  are  afraid  of  not  getting  seats,  there  a 
mother  and  her  daughters;  and  so  the  sidewalk  is  quite 
filled  with  respectable  looking  people  of  various  ranks 
and  conditions  of  the  middle  classes. 

How  familiar  the  red  doorway  with  a  large  bill  on 
each  post,  announcing  in  big  letters  the  last  Slnfonie- 
Conceri  of  the  summer  series  of  C.  Liebig !  Whom  have 
we  upon  the  list?  Von  Weber,  Mendelssohn,  Haydn, 
Gluck,  Mozart,  Beethoven.  Truly  a  very  respectable 
array  of  names !  As  we  pass  in  there  stands  the  servant 
in  the  recess,  ready  to  take  our  hats  and  other  superflui- 
ties, if  we  wish.  We  ascend  the  half  dozen  steps  to  the 
Casse. 
What !  five  groschen  ?  Double  price— 12^  cents ! 
Yes,  for  the  summer  series  of  weekly  concerts  the 
price  has  been  necessarily  raised. 

No  killing  price,  considering  the  programme.  How 
they  are  crowding  in !  What  a  noise  and  bustle,  and 
buzz  of  voices— waiters  rushing  back  and  forth,  with 
coffee  and  beer  and  schiaps  and  butter-hroclbdegt,  and 
Kuchen,  and  ivhat  not  to  eat  and  drink.  Our  old  table 
where,  four  years  since,  in  the  arch  between  the  upper 
and  lower  floor— by  which  we  were  elevated  just  to  the 
level  of  the  heads  of  those  below— we  were  sometimes  a 
dozen  or  fifteen  Americans,  is  already  mostly  taken  by  a 
set  of  students  apparently.  But  there  are  seats  at  the 
table  directly  boieath,  where  the  man  with  the  wig  and 
those  three  young  fellows  used  to  sit  and  smoke  in  per- 
fect silence  all  through  the  concert.  They  have  all  dis- 
appeared—we will  take  their  places.  Seats  secure,  I 
must  look  about  the  hall  consecrated  by  so  many  deli- 
cious recollections  of  musical  delights.  It  is  a  triple 
hall,  huge  arches  and  open  windows  connecting  them. 
At  one  end  of  the  central  room  is  the  stage  or  orchestra; 
at  the  other  the  entrance  room  already  spoken  of  as 
a  few  feet  above  the  main  floor,  and  opening  upon  it  with 
three  huge  arches.  All  these  apartments  are  now 
crowded  with  tables,  around  which  stand  the  chairs,  fast 
filling. 

There  stands  Liebig,  who  lias  just  come  in,  tall,  erect 
and  soldierly— he  is  an  army  music  director,— his  head 
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has  become  grayer,  but  bis  friendly  black  eyes  sparkle 
as  they  fall  upon  tne,  and  after  a  moment's  thought  he 
offers  his  hand  with,  "  What,  the  American  here  again! 
And  so  you  have  come  back  to  old  Germany  once 
more." 

"  Yes,  Herr  Liebig,  and  it  would  be  no  easy  matter  to 
express  the  pleasure  it  gives  me  to  be  here  once  more." 

'•  Thank  you,  I  feel  much  flattered.  Do  you  stay  any 
time?" 

"  Not  now ;  but  hope  in  the  winter  to  take  the  old  place 
again." 

"  Yes,  in  that  archw.ay — there  is  where  your  country- 
men used  to  sit.    They  have  a  great  feeling  for  music !" 

The  fat  waiter  too— he,  who  being  somewhat  bald, 
used  to  comb  his  hair  so  tight  as  to  render  winking  a 
clumsy  operation,  and  does  so  still— he  j)olitely  enquires 
if  I  am  not  the  gentleman  who  used  to  come  here  some 
four  years  since  and  sit  up  there  with  all  those  Ameri- 
cans? Whereat  I  feel  so  flattered  as  to  give  him  two 
orders  for  buUer-brod  and  "  roast-calf"  as  they  call  it 
(Icalbshraien)  in  the  course  of  the  concert,  at  an  expense 
of  ninepence,  N.  E.  currency. 

And  now  as  the  orchestra  begins  to  assemble,  let's  see 
if  there  are  any  familiar  faces.  At  our  old  table  all  are 
strange  faces.  The  Eechnungs-Eath's  pleasant  face  is 
not  there.  Herr  von  Bulow— whom  I  saw  the  other  day 
at  Schneider's— is  no  longer  in  the  old  place,  ready  to 
beat  time  until  poor  Veda  and  I  go  raving  distracted,  at 
which  Agindos  laughs  and  shrugs  up  his  shoulders;  and 
the  place  that  always  knew  the  little  old  gentleman,  who 
trembled  with  age,  but  was  always  jolly,  and  told  us 
funny  stories  between  whiles  which  we  could  not  under- 
stand—and therefore  laughed  at  heartily— knows  him 
no  more— forever?  Of  course  three  years  and  a  half 
must  change  an  audience,  even  in  Germany,  where 
things  in  general  know  no  alteration  from  generation  to 
generation— but  I  did  expect  to  see  certain  familiar  faces. 
However  it  is  the  time  when  multitudes  are  out  of  the 
city,  and  perhaps  in  winter  'twill  be  different. 

Ah,  there  is  the  fat  and  excellent  flutist— thicker  than 
ever— but  the  table  where  his  womenkind— mother  and 
sisters,  you  see  it  in  their  looks— used  to  sit,  is  occupied 
by  strangers.  I  declare,  there  is  his  mother  in  the  other 
hall— where  are  the  sisters?  But  it  would  matter  little 
who  are  here  and  who  are  away,  could  I  but  see  Agindos 
stroking  his  heavy  beard  there  in  the  arch,  and  the  Veda 
sitting  mute  like  a  statue  of  Eoland  of  the  Fairface,  in 
the  little  round  chair  in  the  corner.  Thanks  to  Apollo, 
no  outside  barbarian  has  thought  to  fill  that  place ! 

What  a  racket !  The  idea  of  hearing  music  here !  The 
orchestra  is  ready;  many  of  the  old  faces  are  there,  and 
look  about  the  room  as  if  this  was  merely  a  fiimily  par- 
ty—quite a  large  one  to  be  sure,  and  with  quite  a  num- 
ber of  guests,  who  have  not  yet  been  introduced.  They 
there  to  make  music  for  pay?  humbug.  They  play  be- 
cause they  love  it,  and  because  their  friends  love  it,  and 
it  is  pleasanter  that  each  contribute  his  mite,  and  that  in 
this  manner  a  sort  of  pic-nic  affair  is  made  of  it.  And 
that  all  these  friends  do  enjoy  it  is  clear  enough  from 
the  noise  and  confusion  they  are  making  with  their 
pleasant  voices— for  the  women  folks  find  their  sowing 
and  knitting  no  hindrance  to  mhth  and  gaiety. 

Liebig  rises  and  taps  lightly  upon  his  music  stand. 

"Hush,  sh!  sh!  ss!  ss!  schweig!  still!  sh-h-h-h!"— 
all  over  the  room.  In  ten  seconds  the  last  chair  has 
hitched,  the  last  cup  rattled;  the  little  children— and 
there  are  numbers  of  them— have  straightened  them- 
selves up  in  their  chairs  and  "  sit  pretty;"  that  beau  has 
broken  short  off  in  what  he  was  saying  to  Fraulein,  and 
has  stopped  his  mouth  with  a  cigar;  and  amidst  uni- 
versal silence,  almost  startling  in  its  contrast  to  the  noise 
of  a  motnent  before,  amidst  the  ascending  incense  of 
some  ten  scores  of  cigars  and  pipes,  the  first  soft  notes 
of  the  Der  FreyscMlz  overture  are  heard — that  overture 
which  the  JV.  T.  Tribune  man  has  so  often  declared  the 
most  perfect  piece  of  instrumental  music — that's  Ms 
opinion. 

A  waiter  jars  a  coffee  cup— "sh!  shI  sh!"  Yonder 
old  lady  whispered — "ss!  ss!  ss!" 

There  is  a  man  on  his  way  to  find  a  seat ;  he  gets  his 
quietus  pretty  quick,  and  he,  as  well  as  those  people  just 
coming  in,  must  wait  until  the  music  ceases.  .Thus  after 
the  few  first  measures,  all  is  still  as  the  grave ;  you  feel 
perfectly  at  ease ;  you  linmc  that  even  those  children  will 
"  do  nothmg  to  disturb  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion," 


and  that  you  may  give  loose  to  your  feelings,  may  enjoy 
the  music  to  your  heart's  content,  with  none  to  molest  or 
make  afraid.  And  then  for  a  moment  you  think  of  a 
concert  at  home  and  shudder. 

The  Overture  is  followed  by  the  Andante  from  the  A 
major  Sj'mphony  of  IMendelssohn ;  this  by  the  Farewell 
Symphony  of  Haydn ;  to  which  follows  the  Minuet  and 
Trio  of  a  favorite  work  of  the  same,  not  on  the  pro- 
gramme, and  we  have  recess.  Now  for  some  fifteen 
minutes  the  waiters  show  an  amount  of  activity,  which 
puts  to  flight  all  preconceived  notions  of  German  slow- 
ness; friends  get  together  and  discuss  the  music  and  the 
topics  of  the  day;  young  men  and  maidens  go  out  and 
walk  in  the  beautiful  garden ;  and  every  body  makes 
himself  or  herself  perfectly  at  home,  and  enjoys  himself 
to  his  heart's  desire. 

Well,  it  is  time  for  Part  II.  Liebig  sees  that  the  audi- 
ence is  ready  again  for  him,  and  at  the  tap  of  his  baton 
silence  instantly  ensues.  Now,  we  have  Gluck's  Over- 
ture to  "Iphigenia" — I  can  only  say,  mnestoso,  pomposo^ 
grandioso.  Mozart's  Symphony  in  C,  No.  6— not  that 
with  the  fugue— finishes  Part  II.,  and  another  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes  of  intermission  follows.  The  concert 
began  at  5  P.  M.,  and  the  gas  has  long  been  lit — but  no- 
body goes  away.  All  wish  to  hear  Part  HI. ;  it  is  but  a 
single  symphony;  that  however  is  Beethoven's  Broica! 
An  orchestra  not  very  large,  it  is  true — some  thirty  to 
thirtj'-five  perhaps — but  so  arranged  as  to  bring  all  the 
strings  out  prominently  and  subdue  the  brass,  attaining 
by  this  means  a  far  better  balance  than  I  have  heard  in 
much  larger  orchestras,  entering  into  the  spirit  of  their 
author,  playing  from  the  love  of  it,  to  an  audience,  not 
a  person  in  it  inattentive,  or,  if  so,  having  so  much  de- 
cency and  politeness  as  not  to  disturb  his  neighbor,  gives 
no  chance  for  criticism.  You  forget  everything  else, 
orchestra,  audience  and  all,  wrapped  in  the  delicious  or 
mighty  flow  of  the  creations  of  the  great  spirits  with 
whom  you  are  communing.  A  feeling  of  brotherhood 
insensibly  arises  within  yon,  which  embraces  all  these 
sharers  in  the  emotions  with  which  your  own  breast 
swells,  and  at  the  close  of  each  piece  you  exchange  a 
look  or  word  of  approbation  with  the  stranger  upon  your 
right  or  left,  as  if  you  had  known  him  for  years.  Are 
you  not  both  members  of  this  family  party? 

And  such  was  my  experience  this  Saturday  evening, 
September  9th,  at  the  ^*  Lefetes  Shjonie- Coneert  mit 
grossem  Orchestra  von  C.  Liebig  in  der  Sommer  (Sflison." 

Sept.  12. — Something  new,  even  here  in  Berlin,  is  a 
regular  quartet  concert  at  five  groschen  (12^  cts.)  en- 
trance fee.  The  second  of  the  series  came  off  this 
afternoon,  and  most  thoroughly  was  it  enjoyed  by  the 
company  present.  Whether  it  will  succeed  remains  to 
be  proved,  as  it  costs  the  entrance  money  of  about 
seventy-five  persons  to  pay  the  expenses.  To-day 
there  were  hardly  so  many  present.  The  undertakers 
of  the  concert,  young  men  not  yet  widely  known,  trust 
to  educate  an  audience  up  to  their  performances,  as 
Liebig  has  for  his  symphonies.  They  play  well 
enough  to  have  their  names  recorded :  J.  Oerthing, 
son  of  Oerthing  the  well-known  scientific  instrument 
maker  of  this  city,  1st  violin ;  Rehbaum,  2nd  violin ; 
Wendt,  viola,  and  C.  Birnbach,  violoncello.  The 
name  of  the  latter,  Birnbach,  is  known  already  to  a  few 
in  America,  and  they  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  this 
young  painter-musician  has  in  so  good  a  degree  re- 
covered his  health  as  to  engage  in  this  enterprise. 
The  performance  to-day  was,  Quartet,  Mozart,  D  ma- 
jor. No.  7;  Do.,  Franz  Schubert,  A  minor — beautiful 
and  beautifully  executed;  Do.,  Beethoven,  F  major, 
Op.  18,  No.  1. 

There  is  something  most  delightful  in  these  saloon 
concerts,  to  which  in  America  we  have  nothing  that 
can  be  compared.  To  see  a  whole  family  come  in  and 
take  their  tea  at  one  of  these  tables  instead  of  at  home, 
and  with  all  the  same  freedom.  Mother  and  daughter 
sewing  and  knitting  ;  neighbor  Schulze's  wife  taking 
this  occasion  to  call  upon  Frau  Miiller  and  discuss  all 
sorts  of  domestic  topics;  Fraulein  Meyer  cosily  chatting 
with  Herr  Bopp's  blooming  daughter;  Herr  Schmidt 
stepping  in  after  his  dinner  to  take  a  cup  of  coffee  and 
smoke  a  cigar ;  and  all  these  persons  of  various  pro- 
fessions and  occupations  collecting  to  pass  a  leisure 
hour  thus  in  music  and  chat  instead  of  loafing  in  bar- 
rooms— to  see  all  this,  to  look  about  and  feel  how  at 
their  ease  are  all  present ;  to  note  the  deep,  intense 


interest  with  which  they  follow  every  chord ;  to  feel 
that  they,  as  you  yourself,  are  here  out  of  true  love  for 
music  alone,  adds  a  charm,  a  delicious  home  feeling  to 
these  occasions,  which  thus  far  has  not  been  met  with 
among  us.  As  to  the  performances,  they  have  met 
with  high  praise  in  the  leading  journals  of  the  city — 
and  indeed  justly,  for  they  execute  well,  and  their 
playing  has  that  indescribable  charm,  which  a  real 
love  for  the  works  performed  always  imparts. 

Sept  13.— The  people  of  Silesia  have  been  inundated 
by  powerful  rains,  and  have  suffered  immense  losses — 
estimated  at  from  fifteen  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 
The  poorer  classes  suffer  sadly;  so  this  afternoon  all 
that  part  of  the  "  Thiergarten  "—the  public  park  of  Ber- 
lin—which lies  north  of  the  Charlottenburg  Avenue 
from  the  city  wall  to  the  bridge,  a  space  I  judge  a  mile 
and  a  half  long  and  full  half  a  mile  wide,  has  been  shut 
against  ordinary  travel.  The  Ministers  sent  twelve  of 
the  splendid  regimental  bands  here  in  the  city  to  dis- 
■  course  music  at  so  many  different  points  in  the  woods 
and  open  places,  and  charged  a  fee  of  some  12j  cents  for 
crossing  the  line.  Some  five  or  six  hundred  police  men 
were  on  the  alert  to  keep  order,  and  from  one  or  two 
o'clock  every  avenue  leading  thither  was  crowded  by  the 
thousands  who  went  out  to  add  their  mites  to  the  charity 
fund,  and  eat,  drink  and  be  merry.  I  went  too;  and 
loafed  about  some  three  hours  in  the  dark,  shady 
woods,  amusing  myself  with  the  crowds  around  the 
beer  and  other  booths  and  stands,  occasionally  listen- 
ing to  the  bands,  or  watching  the  miles  and  miles  of 
carriages  of  all  sorts  which  drove  slowly  along  the 
chauss^e  and  carriage-way  which  completely  surrounds 
this  part  of  the  Thiergarten.  I  am  no  great  lover  of 
band  music,  but  as  here  the  proportion  of  wood  was  so 
great  to  the  brass,  and  as  the  instruments  of  percus- 
sion were  played  and  made  a  part  of  the  music,  (!)  I 
must  say  that  I  listened  with  delight,  after  the  horrors 
of  brass  and  parchment  with  which  I  have  been  tor- 
tured for  the  last  two  or  three  years  in  New  York. 

Well,  the  programme  stated  that  at  a  signal — three 
cannon  shots — between  six  and  seven,  the  whole  affair 
was  to  close  with  the  choral,  Ein  fester  Burg  ist  unsrer 
Gott !  This  was  to  be  played  simultaneously  by  all 
the  music  corps;  and,  said  Fancy,  all  the  people  are 
to  join  in  and  sing  the  grand  old  words  of  Luther. 
She  went  on  to  describe  the  effect  of  the  mighty 
masses  of  sound  from  all  these  thousands  upon  thous- 
ands, of  old  and  young,  men  and  women,  men  of  war 
and  men  of  peace,  rising  from  the  open  places,  the 
broad  avenues,  the  winding  walks — how  that  with  the 
Anthem  the  sounding  aisles  of  the  dim  woods  would 
ring,  and  the  swelling  tide  of  sound  from  forty  thous- 
and voices,  would  produce  a  sublimity  of  effect  to 
which  the  thunders  of  Niagara  would  be  as  nothing. 
Evening  came  on  apace,  and  as  the  time  drew  near,  I 
passed  into  a  thick  place  of  the  dense  woods,  where 
nothing  should  disturb  or  diminish  the  almost  super- 
natural grandeur  of  the  effect.  Boom,  boom,  boom: 
the  three  cannon  shots.  No  choral ;  but  on  looking 
at  the  programme  I  found  that  the  same  signal  was 
two  or  three  times  repeated  for  different  purposes.  It 
grew  dark,  still  I  waited  the  cannon  again ;  and  there 
arose — a  mighty  silence.  I  left  the  woods — the  people 
were  dispersing — the  musicians  had  long  been  gone — 
and  that  is  all  I  heard  of  Einfester  Burg. 
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BOSTON,  OCT.  14,  1854. 

Chamber  Concerts. — We  have  already  in- 
formed our  readers  how  the  musical  season,  as  it 
regards  the  two  important  and  grander  features, 
of  Oratorio  and  Orchestra  concerts,  is  already  be- 
ginning to  shape  itself  before  us.  Not  less  impor- 
tant to  the  real  intimate  enjoyment  of  the  proper 
quintessence  of  musical  Art,  are  those  more  quiet 
and  select  feasts  of  instrumental  music,  which  go 
by  the  name  of  Chamber  Concerts.  Of  these, 
too,  there  shall  be  no  lack.  Our  advertising  col- 
umns show  what  is  already  promised. 
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1.  The  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club,  who 
Lave  kept  the  fountain  running  of  Beethoven,  and 
Mozart  and  Mendelssohn,  for  several  years,  within 
reach  of  "  every  one  that  thirsteth,"  are  promptly 
in  the  field.  (They  are  not  dead,  nor  "  late,"  as 
our  bewitched  types  represented  last  week  in  our 
notice  of  the  orchestra  of  which  they  are  to  form 
a  component  part.  The  worthy  compositor  had 
just  set  up  the  phrase  "  the  late  Germania  So- 
ciety "  in  the  line  above,  and  while  preoccupied 
with  that  sad  minor  theme,  no  doubt,  the  types  set 
off  spontaneously  in  a  fugue  movement,  echoing 
the  theme  mechanically,  at  the  classical  sugges- 
tion ©f  the  name  of  Quintette  Club.  This  we 
take  to  be  the  metaphysical  solution,  this  the  mo- 
tive, of  so  alarming  an  erratum.  It  speaks  better 
for  the  musical  sensibilities  of  Typo,  than  for  the 
proof-reader's  carefulness.) 

The  Club  consists  of  the  same  members  as  last 
winter,  with  a  single  change.  Mr.  Meisel  takes 
the  second  violin,  before  held  by  Mr.  Eiha.  Mr. 
M.  was  a  valuable  member  of  the  late  Germania 
orchestra,  who  played  in  the  front  rank  of  the 
first  violins,  and  who  helped  to  complete  a  Quar- 
tet now  and  then  in  Otto  Dresel's  Soirees.  The 
Quintette  Club  have  never  been  too  well  remu- 
nerated for  the  important  function  they  perform 
in  the  musical  community  ;  and  while  all  the  vul- 
gar necessaries  of  life  are  rising  in  price,  it  is  but 
fair  that  choice  musical  opportunities,  equally  ne- 
cessary to  the  initiated,  should  rise  likewise. — 
They  do  well  therefore  to  proportion  their  price 
of  tickets  to  the  select  audience  of  which  alone 
they  can  be  sure  ;  and  the  enhanced  pleasure  of 
hearing  the  music  in  the  beautiful  Chickering 
saloon  more  than  offsets  the  slightly  increased  ex- 
pense. Eight  concerts  will  be  given,  commenc- 
ing by  the  middle  of  November.  Who  will  not 
be  eager  to  renew  acquaintance  with  those  inspi- 
red works  of  the  great  tone-poets,  which  at  best 
leave  all  too  dim  a  light  upon  our  years  of  frivo- 
lous or  care-worn  life  gone  by  ? 

2.  The  piano-forte  Trio  (fcr  piano,  violin  and 
'cello,)  such  as  Beethoven  wrote,  and  Mendels- 
sohn, is  among  the  most  satisfying  ot  the  forms  of 
classical  composition.  A  series  of  concerts  with 
these  for  the  main  feature  will  need  only  to  be 
well  executed  to  make  them  highly  welcome. 
Mr.  Gartnek  as  a  violinist,  and  Mr.  Hause, 
as  a  pianist,  are  of  well  known  ability.  Mr. 
JuNGNiCKEL,  the  violoncellist,  formerly  distin- 
guished in  one  of  the  little  German  orchestras 
that  came  over  here,  and  since  resident  in  Port- 
land, has  during  the  summer  shared  with  them  the 
honors  of  some  very  successful  Trio  concerts  in  that 
city  and  in  Bangor.  The  "  down  East "  journals 
have  been  loud  in  their  praises.  They  now  an- 
nounce four  such  concerts  in  this  city,  of  music 
mostly  classical,  of  which  further  particulars  will 
soon  appear. 

3.  To  Mile.  Gabrielle  de  la  Motte's 
series,  to  be  held  in  Chickering's  room,  we  have 
before  alluded.  She  also  has  respected  the  de- 
mand here  (or  good  music,  and  reserved  the  larger 
space  in  her  programmes  for  the  great  masters. 

4.  Otto  Dresel  does  not  yet  promise.  But 
the  memory  of  his  most  choice  and  inspiring  little 
reunions  is  too  deep  and  dear  in  the  hearts  of  a 
circle  of  devoted  listeners,  not  to  compel  him, 
since  he  is  with  us,  to  minister  unto  us  as  he  was 
always  wont  to  do.  If  he  will  not  move  first,  his 
audience  must.  

Apropos  to  the  above,  we  are  reminded  what 
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good  things  may  be  done  and  are  done  in  the  way 
tDf  musical  culture  and  enjoyment,  by  means  of 
classical  Concerts  at  Home.  An  example  is 
now  being  set  by  a  circle  of  the  music-loving  fami- 
lies in  Cambridge,  which  is  worth  suggesting  to 
those  of  the  same  taste  elsewhere.  A  limited 
number  of  persons,  say  forty,  just  a  convenient 
parlor  audience,  who  know  the  worth  of  sympa- 
thetic silence,  take  tickets  to  a  course  of  classical 
Soirees,  held  in  rotation  at  the  respective  houses, 
and  employ  the  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. 
Why  shall  not  this  become  a  custom  in  all  musical 
communities  ?  a  recognized  and  legitimate  part 
of  the  professional  occupation  of  musical  artists 
or  interpreters  of  the  first  rank  ?  In  this  way 
can  they  do  the  best  thing  in  their  power,  in  this 
way  keep  upon  their  highest  plane  of  Art,  not 
condescending  to  vulgar  clap-trap  exhibition,  and 
afford  to  have  their  sympathetic  circles,  in  the 
want  of  which  an  artist  loses  tone  and  loses  inspi- 
ration. 


William  Mason's  Second  Concert. 

The  Concert  of  Saturday  evening,  if  not  more 
successful,  was  more  fortunate  in  some  points  than 
the  first.  The  first  wondering  introduction  was 
over,  and  the  young  artist  now  stood  in  a  more 
easy  and  natural  relation  to  his  audience.  There 
were  almost  as  many  people  present  as  before. 
The  programme  was  less  interesting  to  the  true 
music-lovers ;  but  to  the  semi-musical,  who  went 
to  a  Boston  boy's  great  piano-playing  as  to  a  nine 
days'  wonder,  it  was  more  so.  The  night  was 
one  of  the  fairest  of  the  harvest  moon,  after  one 
of  October's  real  golden  days.  The  grand  pi- 
anos, this  time,  (used  by  Mr.  Mason  and  by  Mr. 
Thorup  in  accompaniments,)  were  found  per- 
fectly in  tune  and  stood  so  ;  and  they  both  amply 
sustained  the  high  name  acquired  by  the  makers, 
Messrs.  Hallett,  Davis  &  Co.,  to  whom  it  was  but 
simple  justice  that  their  instruments  should  have 
this  fairer  trial  after  the  accident  of  Tuesday 
evening.  The  player  was  in  excellent  spirits,  and 
rendered  all  his  pieces  in  the  most  finished,  telling 
and  effective  manner. 

Considered  as  a  concert  of  modern,  brilliant, 
and  for  the  most  part,  quite  light  music,  which  is 
just  what  it  claimed  to  be,  it  was  one  of  the  finest 
of  its  kind.  In  such  a  concert  the  skill  of  the 
performer  counts  for  more  than  the  poetic  con- 
tents of  the  pieces  he  performs ;  and  this  was 
probably  just  what  the  majority  of  that  audience 
sought  to  witness ;  and  in  this  were  they  most 
amply  gratified,  besides  being  flattered  in  their 
simple  partialities  for  old  hacknied  patriotic  melo- 
dies, which  it  was  rare  sport  for  them  to  recog- 
nize under  the  flashing.  Protean  and  grotesque 
disguises  with  which  modern  virtuosity  can  clothe 
them,  spirit  them  away  and  conjure  them  back, 
chop  them  into  fragments  and  regalvanize  them 
into  their  pristine  integrity,  set  the  head  of  one  to 
waltzing  away  on  the  feet  of  another,  and  then 
marshal  them  all  back,  pomposo,  grandiose,  in  due 
distinction  and  degree.  Such  was  the  musical 
confectionary  (artistic  in  its  kind  as  Paris  bon- 
bons) thrown  in  this  time  between  such  regular 
courses  as  Dreyschock  and  Willmers.  The  whole 
rather  light  fare ;  yet  almost  any  of  the  pieces 
would  have  been  pleasant  enough  by  itself,  and 
in  its  way,  even  to  musicians  ;  only  when  one  has 
to  travel  that  way  a  whole  evening  he  is  apt  to 
find  it  leading — nowhere.  Nevertheless  let  us  do 
justice  even  to  Dreyschock  and    Willmers,  who 


have  their  merits,  if  they  are  not  Chopins  and 
Beethovens.  Mr.  Mason's  first  selection  was  per- 
haps the  most  interesting  piece  that  we  have  heard 
of  Dreyschock's  :  Zum  Wintermarchen,  or  vimter's 
tale.  (This  piece  has  been  published  here  by  Dit- 
son.)  It  begins  with  a  minor  movement  of  a  light, 
dancing,  flickering  character,  rapid,  difficult  and 
delicate,  which  is  very  pleasing,  and  in  which  the 
fluency  and  evenness  and  cleanness  of  the  pian- 
ist's execution,  and  the  beauty  of  his  touch,  were 
all  that  one  could  ask.  Then  follows  a  singing 
melody,  sweet,  Bellini-like  and  feeble;  and  then 
the  flickering  hght,  (minor  and  sad  withal 
with  murmuring  winds,)  returns.  At  the  close 
the  player  interpolated  a  Rhapsodie  of  the  same 
author,  in  which  he  displayed  immense  fetrength  of 
wrist  in  the  perfectly  even  and  firm  execution  of 
a  long  and  very  rapid  passage  of  octaves  for  both 
hands ;  a  piece  in  which  there  is  more  of  bravura 
than  of  meaning.  Applauded  and  recalled,  he 
gave  a  fantasia  on  the  "  Last  Rose  of  Summer," 
ornamenting  and  refining  upon  the  melody,  with 
a  grace  worthy  of  Herz. 

In  such  a  concert  a  brace  of  the  pianist's  own 
compositions  were  of  course  obligate.  These 
were  Amitie  pour  Amilii,  quite  a  graceful  little 
romance,  with  a  pretty  opening  subject,  worked 
up  and  illustrated  in  the  modern  fashion,  and  the 
brilliant  bravura  waltz,  of  which  we  have  before 
spoken.  Both  pieces  were  received  with  favor. 
(Nathan  Richardson  has  published  them,  in  ele- 
gant style,  at  his  Musical  Exchange.) 

Willmers  appears  to  be  a  favorite  author  with 
our  young  pianist,  as  he  was  with  Jaell.  His 
Selmsucht  am  Meere  has  in  it  more  romance  and 
poetry  than  most  of  his  productions,  and  was 
very  expressively  rendered.  We  have  also  a  sort 
of  vague  recollection  that  somewhere  in  the  course 
of  the  evening  Mr.  Mason  threw  in  that  other 
sparkling  little  favorite  by  Willmers,  which  Jaell 
played  so  much,  called  Mdhrchen,  if  we  mistake 
not.  But  we  weary  before  long  of  Willmers,  and 
doubt  if  the  creative  spark  be  in  his  works  to 
make  them  become  classical.  Another  of  the  be- 
wildering finger  games  of  Dreyschock  followed 
as  companion  piece,  namely  his  Saltarello ;  and 
then  the  applause  waxed  loud  to  the  degree  that 
Mr.  Mason  had  to  gratify  certain  importunate 
memories  of  an  old  trick  of  his  boyhood,  by  re- 
producing a  sort  of  grotesque  impromptu  he  once 
made  upon  "  Yankee  Doodle"  and  "  Hail  Colum- 
bia," which  he  played  first  separately  and  then  as 
accompaniment  to  one  another,  with  a  touch  of  the 
fugue  manner  now  and  then  for  a  few  bars,  and 
an  allusion  to  "  Jordan  "  and  such  vulgar  predi- 
lections near  the  end.  Clever  and  amusing,  but 
not  fit  for  the  concert  room.  However  artistical- 
ly or  learnedly  (in  the  musician's  sense)  such 
subjects  may  be  treated,  the  hacknied,  vulgar  as- 
sociations that  hang  about  them  will  always  out- 
weigh all  the  art  and  all  the  learning  and  all  the 
freshness  of  new  treatment,  and  so  make  it  not 
an  edifying  thing  to  listen  to  them. 

Music  whose  charm  lies  mainly  in  associa- 
tion is  not  the  music  for  a  feast  of  Art;  and 
we  much  doubt  whether  by  any  transfiguration  of 
Art  it  can  be  made  so.  Besides,  one  such  de- 
parture is  dangerous.  The  malady  is  catching. 
Witness  what  followed  on  this  very  occasion :  the 
Brothers  Mollenhauer,  too,  after  tickling  the 
same  appetite  with  the  "  Carnival,"  must  needs 
also  answer  an  encore  with  "  Yankee  Doodle, 
keep  it  up,  and  Yankee  Doodle  dandy ! " 
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Mr.  Mason  closed  the  evening  with  the  strong- 
est, most  important  and  most  difBcult  of  his  se- 
lections, namely  the  second  of  Liszt's  "  Illustra- 
tions" of  Meyerbeer's  Prophete,  that  in  which  he 
takes  the  skating  scene  (les  Patineurs)  and  the 
Scherzo  for  his  subjects.  We  thought  the  per- 
formance very  masterly,  although  it  probably  dis- 
appointed the  lookers  out  for  the  overwhelming 
and  gigantic  grandeurs  of  what  they  have  heard 
called  the  "prodigious"  school,  as  much  as  the 
first  sight  of  Niagara  disappoints  your  cockney 
traveller. 

Having  achieved  two  such  successes  in  our  citj', 
to  be  repeated  in  New  York  and  elsewhere,  we 
trust  that  Mr.  Mason  will  ere  long  return  to  the 
legitimate  and  high  sphere  of  a  piano-forte  artist, 
and  give  some  concerts  in  which  the  music  inter- 
preted shall  be  the  thing  most  memorable. 


New  Mtisic. 

(From  Meyer  and  Tretbar,  Buffalo,  N.  T.) 

r.   Liszt.     Scherzo  und  MarscJi,  for  the  piano. 

(German  edition  of  C.  M.  Meyer,  Brunswick.) 

pp.  33. 
Benediction  et  Sermenl,  from  the  Benvetntto  Cel- 

livi  of  H.  Berlioz,  transcribed  for  the  Piano. 

pp.  11. 

These  are  among  the  latest  productions  of  Liszt; 
the  "  Scherzo  and  March"  indeed  among  the  very 
latest.  And  so  far  asdiiBculties  and  complications 
of  iingering  and  tremendous  energy  of  movement, 
and  novelties  of  effect,  demanding  a  Liszt  for  the 
rendering  thereof,  are  concerned,  it  might  perhaps 
pass  for  the  latest  development  of  what  M.  Scudo 
terms  the  "  prodigious  school  "  of  pianism.  So 
far  as  we  can  decipher  its  intentions  with  our  very 
limitedjinger  craft,  it  is  one  of  the  most  bold,  orig- 
inal, impassioned  and  truly  imaginative  creations 
of  its  author,  full  of  fire  and  grandeur.  Here  and 
there  in  the  rapid  Scherzo  we  cannot  but  suspect 
an  inspiration  derived  from  the  Ninth  Symphony. 
The  March  (allegro  moderato)  is  extremely  solemn 
and  imposing,  and  clothed  with  an  orchestral 
breadth  and  pomp  of  harmony,  the  Scherzo  re- 
turning in  the  midst  of  it  as  in  the  finale  of  Beet- 
hoven's C  minor  Symphony,  and  the  bass  rolling 
in  octave  triplets  with  might  and  majesty  at  the 
conclusion.  The  ambitious  pianist,  if  only  as  a 
matter  of  curiosity  and  study,  will  like  to  possess 
it ;  but  fevp  be  they,  we  fancy,  who  w^ill  master 
and  perform  it. 

With  the  two  motives  from  Benvenuio  Cellini, 
Liszt  seems  to  have  sought  to  suggest  combined 
choral  and  orchestral  effects  through  the  medium 
of  the  piano.  A  portion  of  it  is  written  out  in 
four  staves ;  but  more  for  the  sake  of  indicating 
that  movements  are  to  be  kept  distinct  and  marked, 
than  for  crowding  together  difHculties.  It  is  in- 
teresting and  effective,  as  Liszt's  "transcriptions" 
always  are. — (These  pieces,  like  the  following, 
from  Meyer,  of  Brunswick,  are  in  the  most  sump- 
tuous style  of  German  engraving,  with  orna- 
mented titles  which  it  is  a  luxury  to  look  at.) 

Henri  Cramer.  Trois  Morceaux  Characteris- 
tiques,  for  piano.  Op.  99.  No.  1.  Mazurka 
Villageoise ;  No.  2.  Nocturne;  No.  3.  Marche 
Triompliale.  pp.  9  each.  (Meyer's  German 
edition.) 

Fantaisies  Dramatiques.  Op.  103.  No.  1.  Trio 
celeire  de  Lucrezir  Borgia.     (Ditto.) 

It  is  a  comfort  here  to  turn  to  something  easier. 
There  is  a  clearness,  ease  and  roundness  of  style 
in  the  three  Morceaux,  which  must  make  them 
popular.  The  Mazurka  is  pretty  and  naive  and 
taking,  the  Nocturne  gracefully  conceived,  and  the 
March  is  bold  and  spirited,  and  not  so  common- 
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place   as   most   new   marches  that  are  manufac- 
tured. 

The  Fantasia  on  Lucrezia  Borgia  recalls  the 
principal  motives  of  the  Trio  scene  with  a  good  deal 
of  tact,  varying  and  expanding  them,  with  pro- 
gressive interest,  into  a  symmetrical  and  pleasing 
whole  ;  while,  unlike  the  fantasias  of  Liszt  and 
Thalberg,  it  is  within  the  reach  of  rnoderale  exec- 
utive abilities. 

I.  MoscHELES.  Op.  123.  Macjaren-Klange, 
original  fantasia  for  the  piano,  pp.  15  (Mey- 
er's German  edition.) 

From  the  title  "  original  " /anJasie  we  presume 
the  subjects  here  are  conceived  in  the  manner  of 
Hungarian  national  melodies,  which  always  have 
a  certain  piquancy  and  peculiarity  of  accent  and 
of  cadence,  which  is  sad  and  touching,  whether 
they  be  tender  or  heroic,  and  extremely  fascinat- 
ing ;  and  which,  therefore,  as  Franz  Schubert  and 
Liszt  also  have  shown,  make  admirable  themes 
for  such  fantasias.  The  above  is  worthy  of  the 
genial  fancy  and  masterly  musicianship  of  Mo- 
scheles,  and  presents  only  moderate  difficulties  to 
a  practiced  player. 

W.  Kruger.  Op.  25.  La  Harpe  Eolienne  : 
Reoerie  pour  le  2}iano.  (Meyer's  German  edi- 
tion,) 

The  same  piece  noticed  a  few  weeks  since  as 
reprinted  by  Nathan  Richardson,  in  Boston. 

H.  LiTOLFF.    Op.  66.   Valse  deBravoure.  X)i;>.lZ. 
"  Op.  81.    Sjyimilied  fur  das  Piano- 

forte.    pp.11. 

The  simple  Waltz,  in  F,  is  one  of  uncommon 
beauty,  and  goes  on,  as  is  the  wont  of  walzes  de 
bravoure,  lashing  itself  up  to  furor  and  fortissimo, 
with  chromatic  thirds  and  si.xths  in  the  treble  and 
octaves  in  the  bass. 

The  song  of  the  Spinstress  ( Spinnlied)  is  a  song 
for  the  piano,  singing  itself,  after  the  manner  in- 
troduced by  Thalberg,  for  the  most  part  in  the 
middle  or  tenor  region  of  the  key-board,  with  the 
support  of  a  plain  bass  below,  and  an  incessant 
pianissimo  flight  of  arpeggios  in  the  aerial  octaves 
by  way  of  descriptive  accompaniment  above,  like 
the  soft  gleam  of  the  spokes  of  a  swiftly  re- 
volving wheel.  It  requires  the  fleet-fingered  cer- 
tainty and  delicacy  of  a  Mason  to  convey  the  sug- 
gestion well.  Schubert,  in  his  song  of  Margaret 
at  the  Spinning-wheel,  treats  the  subject  with 
more  poetic  truth,  by  accompanying  the  voice 
part  (soprano)  with  a  monotonous  humming  figure, 
in  a  moderate  movement,  and  below  the  voice. 
The  melody  in  Litolff's  piece  is  truly  interesting 
and  not  commonplace,  and  the  piece  as  a  whole 
must  be  effective. 

Both  of  the  above  have  daintily  illustrated  title 
pages. 


Musical  Intelligence. 

Musical  Fund  Societv.— By  the  kindness  of 
the  Secretary  we  are  furnished  with  the  names  of 
the  members  of  the  orchestra  for  the  approaching 
season,  as  follows  : 

First  Vio/ins.— Messrs.  F.  Suck,  A.  Fries,  F.  Riha,  H.  Eck- 
hardt,  Wui.  Schultze,  Meisel,  C.  Gartner,  A.  Endres. 

Second  Violins.— C.  Eichler,  Ilehl,  I.  P.  Groves,  0.  Holloway, 
A.  W,  Frenzel,  Wm.  Keyzer,  C.  F.  Bauer,  Wm.  Vanstane. 

Violas.— C.  Weinz,  T.  Ryan,  Krebs,  Zoehlcr,  Schlimper, 
Comer. 

Violoncellos. — ^Y.  Fries,  J.  Moorbouse,  T.  Maass,  Suck  Jr. 

Contrabassos. — A.  Stein,  Friyse,  A.  Kamerling,  Steinmann. 

Fagotti. — Tbiede  and  Pearce. 

Flauti  — A.  Werner,  J  Rauietti,  Brockway. 

C/ar(«e(s.— Gucntber  and  Flagg. 

Oboes. — Ribas  and  Faulwasser. 

Corni. — Kudolpbsen,  Kluge,  II.  Fries,  Dora. 

Trumpets, — Rimbacli  and  Pinter. 

2'rombones. — Heii.icke,  Schuapp  and  Fredrick. 

Tynipani — J.  Qaffney. 

The  appointment  of  Conductor,  or  conductors 
(two  or  more  officiate  alternately  in  the  Philhar- 


monic concerts  in  New   York),  rests  with  the  or- 
chestra and  is  not  yet  made. 

Musical  Lecture.  —  Mr.  Wetheebee,  whom 
many  will  remember  as  a  singer  of  promise  in  the  con- 
certs of  the  old  Boston  Academy  some  twelve  years 
ago,  and  who,  after  spending  seven  years  in  London, 
learning  and  teaching  in  his  Art,  has  since  held  a  high 
place  in  the  musical  profession  in  Cincinnati,  an- 
nounces an  "Evening  with  the  great  Masters."  He 
is  to  give  us  one  of  a  course  of  lectures  which  were 
very  popular  in  England.  To-night  he  discourses  of 
the  vocal  melody  of  Oratorio,  interweaving  anecdotes 
and  criticisms  of  Stradella,  Handel,  Haydn,  Paesiello, 
Rossini,  Spohr,  Mendelssohn,  &c.,  with  vocal  illustra- 
tions of  such  high  order  as  may  be  read  in  his  an- 
nouncement. Mr.  W.  is  said  to  be  an  excellent  vocal- 
ist, and  is  a  gentleman  of  pleasing  address. 

Wcw   York. 

Academy  of  Mosic. — According  to  the  announce- 
ment. Grist  and  Mario  have  hntfive  mare  nirjlils  to  sing 
in  New  York.  (Meanwhile  the  Boston  Theatre  has  large 
paying  audiences  nightly  for  English  plays,  and  no  pros- 
pect dawns  of  seeing  Grisi  there.)  All  the  New  York 
papers  chime  in  with  the  complaint  of  the  TAltune  about 
the  bad  seating  of  half  the  audience  in  the  Academy  m 
regard  to  seeing  the  stage ;  but  it  is  agreed  that  its  acous- 
tic qualities  are  excellent,  and  the  architectural  feast  for 
the  eyes  most  sumptuous.  The  audiences  have  increas- 
ed since  the  disappointment  of  the  opening  night,  and  at 
prices  ranging  from  fifty  cents  to  three  dollars,  have 
averaged  recently  from  2,000  to  2,500  persons.  The 
pieces  have  been  still  always  Norma  and  Lucrezia  and 
I  Puritani.  The  honors  have  been  shared  by  Mile. 
DoNOVANi,  Sig.  Susim  and  Sig.  Bernardi,  a  baritone 
who  has  taken  the  place  of  Cuturi.  It  is  reported  that 
Badiali  is  to  join  the  troupe.  Everybody  is  in  raptures 
about  the  scene-painting  of  Allegri.    The  Tribune  s^ys: 

This  artist  was  a  pupil  of  the  great  discoverer  of  the 
Dagnerreotype — Daguerre — and  throngh  him  learned 
atmospheric  effects  in  tinting  that  fender  his  landscapes 
delicious  pieces  of  mimic  nature;  and  his  interior  scenes, 
beside,  are  without  equal  in  this  country,  for  their  archi- 
tectural fidelity,  their  knowledge  of  proportion  and  per- 
spective. 

English  Opera.— The  Broadway  Theatre  last  night 
had  many  auditors  to  hear  tjie  first  performance  of  the 
new  company  in  English  opera — that  is  to  say,  in  Italian 
opera  with  an  English  translation.  For  the  occasion  the 
orchestra  was  much  increased  and  improved,  and  a  good 
chorus  provided.  The  opera — the  Sonnami}ula  of  Bel- 
lini— being  hackneyed,  of  course  went  smoothly.  The 
star  of  the  evening,  Miss  Louisa  Pyne,  has  been  very 
little  noticed  beforehand  in  the  papers,  and  the  public 
were  surprised  and  delighted  at  the  exhibition  of  her 
powers.  She  has  the  freshness  of  youth,  the  impulse  of 
health,  and  the  exuberant  feeling  of  one  whose  heart  ii 
in  her  business.  Her  likeness  to  Queen  Victoria,  as 
spoken  of,  appears  a  true  bill.  She  does  bear  the  sem- 
blance of  English  royalty  at  this  instant.  Her  figure  is 
round  and  petite — her  face  blooming,  her  action  lively. 
Her  voice  is  a  complete,  full  soprano,  rich  and  mellow  in 
tone,  and  cultivated  by  Italian  method.  She  executes 
well  the  brilliant  portions  of  her  part  notwithstanding  the 
wretched  translation,  which  is  equally  devoid  of  verbal 
skill  and  musical  economy.  Her  success,  so  far  as  we 
heard,  was  decided,  and  the  so-called  English  opera  in 
this  country  has  assumed  a  new  phase  and  life  at  her 
hands.  Her  sister,  Sliss  Pvne,  did  the  part  of  Lisa 
quite  nicely.  The  tenor,  Mr.  W.  Harrison,  has  a  good 
voice  of  uncertain  intonation,  and  unequal  quality.  He 
takes  his  notes  easily,  however.  His  person  is  "manly, 
and  vastly  in  his  favor.  The  baritone,  Mr,  Borrani,  is 
a  fair  vocalist,  and  is  thoroughly  used  to  the  stage, — 
N.  Y.  Tribune,  Oct.  10. 

Mendelssohn  Union. — Anew  choral  society,  under 
this  name,  has  been  formed  by  Messrs.  H.  C.  Timm 
and  others,  to  be  confined  to  the  performance  of  classical 
music. 

Mr.  Aptommas  gave  a  Harp  Soir(5e  last  evening  in 
Dodworth's  Hall,  assisted  by  Mme.  Wallace  Bod- 
CHELLE,  and  Messrs,  Timm  and  Allan  Dodworth. 

PIxUadelpllia. 

The  American  Academy  of  Music  has  announced  a 
premium  of  ,§400  to  be  awarded  to  the  architect  who 
shall  furnish  the  best  and  most  approved  design  for  an 
opera-house,  150  feet  front  by  238  feet  deep,  to  seat  4000 
persons;  situation  corner  of  Broad  and  Locust  streets. 
Thus  it  will  be  observed  our  city  is  to  have  a  first-class 
opera  house,  built  upon  the  most  liberal  and  extensive 
scale.    The    Harmonia  Sacred  Music  Society, gave  a 
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concert  on  the  2d  inst.  The  music  was  well  received, 
being  chiefly  selections  of  choruses,  accompanied  by  the 
large  organ  of  Standridge,  which  for  the  present  occu- 
pies a  place  in  Concert  HalL-s-Cbr.  New  Yorh  Musical 
Review, 

Foreign. 

Milan. — On  the  3Ist  ult.,  another  evening's  perform- 
ance was  given  at  the  Carcano,  for  the  benefit  of  Misa 
Adelaide  Phillips,  who  repeated,  with  the  usual  ap- 
plause, the  cavatina  of  Arsace^  She  also  sang  the  rondo 
from  Cenerentola,  and  executed  the  difficulties  in  an 
easy  and  graceful  manner.  Afterwards  she  gave  the 
last  scena  of  Vacc:ij's  G^iulletta  e  Romeo,  for  which  she 
was  enthusiastically  applauded  and  recalled.  The  prima 
donna  Ansaldo,  the  tennre  Petrovich,  the  buffo  Lanari- 
Beilini,  and  the  flautist  Signor  Calliezie,  were  also  well 
received. — Cor.  London  Musical  World. 

Paris. — The  Th^atre-Italien  opens  on  the  3rd  Oct., 
with  f?/e//o,Mad.  Frezzolini  and  JM.  Bettinisustainingthe 
two  principal  parts.  The  next  opera  produced  will  be 
La  Ce7iere?itoh  for  the  d^but  of  Mad.  Borghi-Mamo,  and 
also,  for  that  of  M.  Gassier,  in  the  character  of  Dandini. 
We  are  then  promised  Ernani,  with  Mad.  Bosio,  and  the 
first  representation  of  Mercadante's  Leonora,  supported 
by  Mad.  Frezzolini,  MM.  Bettini,  Napolione-Rossi, 
N^ri-Baraldi,  and  Ardavani. 

Le  Pre-aux- Cleres  has  been  reviv-ed  at  the  Op^ra-Co- 
mique. 

The  Th^atre-Lyrique  is  announced  to  open  on  the  1st 
of  October. 


g|  a  ij  t  r  t  { s  t  m  e  n  t  s  * 


"An  Evening  with  the  Great  Masters," 

WILL  BE   GIVEN 

AT    THE    MEIONAONj 
THIS  CSafurday)  EVENING,  OCT.  14rtli, 

COMMBNCING  AT   HALF   PAST   SEVEN. 

MR.  WETIIERBEB,  in  illustration  of  his  remarks,  which 
■win  be  chiefly  biographical,  historical  and  critical,  will  sing 
the  following  songs,  accompanied  on  the  Piano-forte  by  Mr. 
Tfioftup. 

Aria  di  Chiesa Stradella 

Kecitative  and  Air  :  *'  Behold,  I  tell  you  a  mystery,". .  Ilandel 

Sacred  Song :  '*  0  Lord,  have  mercy," Pergolese 

Kecit :  "  And  God  said," )    r 

Air:  "  Now  heaven  in  fullest  glory,". ..- |  uaydn 

Grand  Scena:  ''  The  Fallof  Zion," Paesiello 

Air :  (Stabat  Mater) Kossini 

Song:  "  Tears  of  Sorrow,"  (Crucifixion) Spohr 

Recit:  Elijah,  "  0  that  thou  wouldst  rend  the  heavens,"  ) 

Air  :  The  Angel,  "  0  rest  in  the  Lord," J 

Mendelssohn. 

XT^Single  Tickets  50  cents  :  Package  of  three,  ffil  :  can  be 
obtained  at  the  usual  places,  and  also  at  G.  J.  \Vebb  &  Co.'s 
Piano-Forte  Warerooms,  3  Winter  St. 


CHAMBER  CONCERTS. 

HAVE  the  honor  of  announcing  to  their  friends  and  the 
public  of  Boston,  that  during  thia,  their  Sixth  season, 
they  will  give  a  series  of  EIGHT  CONCERTS,  to  take  place  at 
the  Rooms  of  the  Me;*srs.  Chickekino,  Masonic  Temple. 

Owing  to  the  limited  number  of  seats,  the  price  of  tickets  for 
the  Series  will  be  Five  Dollars.    Single  admissionw,  One  Dollar. 

They  will  be  assisted  by  the  best  resident  Artists,  and  no 
pains  will  be  spared  to  render  the  Series  worthy  the  patronage 
of  the  public.  The  Concerts  will,  as  usual,  Uake  place  on 
TUESDAY  EVENINGS,  once  a  fortnight.  The  first  will  be 
given  about  the  middle  of  November.  The  Subscription  Lists 
■will  be  out  in  a  few  days.  Oct  14 


FROM    THE    GREAT    MASTERS, 

BEETHOVEN'S  SOJSTATAS. 

Mendelssohn's  "Songs  without  "Words." 

Chopin's  "Waltzes,  &;c. 

Drey schock— Exercises  and  Scales ®1.00 

La  Coupe,  Chanson  i  Boire 25 

Zuni  ^Vintermitrchen,  Rhapsodie 50 

Heller  —  Six  Lieder  de  Schubert,  viz : 

No.  1,  La  Serenade 25 

No.  2,  La  Cloche  des  Agonisants 25 

No.  3,  Le  Voyageur  (Wanderer) 25 

No.  4,  La  Barcarolle 25 

No.  6,  Plaints  do  la  Jeune  Pillo 25 

No.  6,  Sois  Toujours  mes  Amours  ..25 

Prudent — Lucia  di  Lammemioor,  Fantasia 1.00 

Lucrezia  Borgia,  Nocturne 25 

PubUshed  by 

Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washington  St. 

MR.  AUGUST  FRIES. 

Respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  former  pupils,  that  he 
again  is  prepared  to  receive 
ADVANCED  PIANISTS  AS  PDPILS, 
to  ax!company  them  with  the  Violin  in  Sonatas,  Duo  concer- 
TANTE,  Solos,  &c.    Applications  ecnt  to  17  Eranklin  Place, 
■will  bo  promptly  attended  to.  oct  14    3m 


THE  Governmentof  this  Society  beg  to  announce  its  Seventh 
series  of  Concerts,  commencing  [about  tlie  middle  of  No- 
vember, to  be  continued  once  a  fortnight,  as  nearly  as  practi- 
cable The  Series  for  the  ensuing  season  will  consist  of  fii,^h.t 
Concerts.  The  subscription  price  for  the  series  is  fixed  at  S=3,50. 
The  Orchestra,  about  fifty  in  number,  has  been  carefully  re- 
organized, and  now  numbers  besides  the  members  of  the  Musi- 
cal Fund  Sooiety,  many  of  the  former  members  of  the  Qermania 
Musical  Society,  and  other  resident  mnsicians  who  have  lately 
settled  in  Boston.  The  Government  will  endeavor  to  render 
these  Concerts  as  far  as  possible  worthy  of  the  standard  of  ex- 
cellence now  demanded,  and  expected  to  be  acted  up  to,  by 
any  Society  desirous  of  securing  and  enjoying  the  patronage  of 
the  Boston  public. 

GOVERNMENT.— C  C.  Perkins,  President ;  C.  F.  Chickering, 
Vice  President ;  L  Rimbach.  Secretary;  B.  A.  Burditt,  Treas- 
urer; H.  Fries,  Librarian  ;  G.  Endres,  Auditor  ;  I.  Moorhouse, 
F-  Friese,  Associates  — T.  E.  Chickering,  Geo.  T.  Bigelow,  J.  P. 
Bradlee,  S.  E.  Guild,  J.  Bigelow,  Trustees. 

O^Snbscription  lists  are  now  ready,  and  may  be  found  at 
the  principal  Music  stores.  L.  IHiVIBACH,  Secretary. 

Boston,  Oct.  1854. 

Mr.    OTTO    DRESEIi 

HAS  returned  to  Boston,  and  is  prepared  to  receive  pupils 
on  the  PIANO-FORTE. 
Address  for  the  present,  at  this  office,  or  at  N.  Kichardson's 
Musical  Exchange,  282  Washington  St. 

CLASSICAL  TaiO  CONCERTS. 

THE  subscribers  propose  to  gife  FOUR  MUSICAL  SOIREES 
in  the  Meionaon  (Tremont  Temple).     The  programmes 
will  nonsist  of  Classical  Trios,  Quartets,  Solos,  &c,,  for  Piano, 
Tiolin  and  Violoncello.    Further  particulars  hereafter. 
CARL  GARTNER,  Violin. 
CARL  HAUSE,  Plino-Forte. 
Oc  14  HENRI  JUNQNICKEL,  ViotoNCELlo. 

CARL    GARTNER, 

TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 

May  be  found  at  Richardson's  Musical  Exchange,  every  fore- 
Oc  14  noon  between  9  and  10. 


LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELLO. 
HENRI  JTJNGNICKEL 

Will  receive  pupils  on  the  Violoncello.    Address  Carl  Girtuer 
Oc  14  as  above. 

IffR.    GUSTAV   KREBS, 

MEMBER  OF  THE  MENDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB, 

Begs  leave  to  inform  the  public  that  he  is  prepared  to  give 

instruction  on  the 

FLUTE,    VIOLIN    AND    PIANO. 

D;7="  Applications  made  at  No.  17  Fxanklan  Place  will  receive 

prompt  attention.  Oc  17    • 

MRS.  JOSEPH  HARRINGTON,  JR., 

Announces  to  her  friends  and  the  public  that  she  will  give  in- 
struction on  the  PIANO,  and  in  Italian  and  Ballad  SINGING, 
at  her  residence,  IVorfollt  House,  Roxljury,  or  at  the 

residence  of  pupils. 

BEPERENCES. 

Rev.  Dr.  Putnam,  Rev.  F.  D.  Huntington,  Mr.  Adolph 
Baumbach,  William  Whiting,  Esq.,  Mr.  Charles  Ilickling,  Dr. 
11.  Bartlett,  Roxbury.  Oc  1-i  Im 

YOUNG  LADIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL 

Rooms  in  connection  with  Mr.  E.  A.  Beaman's  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No.  23  Temple  Place. 

E.  R.  BliANCHARD,  Teacher. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adamses  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

RESIDENCE,  24  AYEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  Ttad  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  the  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  mth  first  principles  and  pro- 
ceeding upwards,  by  regular  and  successive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enable  tbem  to  read  even  the 
more  difficult  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  which  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Webb  &  Co  ,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  whore,  also,  Mr,  Blanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instrnction  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Young  Ladies'  Vocal  Music  School, we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  hia  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,        Geo.  J.  Wedb,  F.  F.  Mdller, 

Geo.  F.  Root,  B.  F.  Baker. 

Sept  30  tf 

SIGNOR  COREI^Iil  begs  leave  to  announce  that  ho 
has  commenced  Morning  and  Afternoon  Classes  for  the  in- 
struction of  Young  Ladies  in  SOLFEGGIO,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Messrs.  Cuickerinq,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 

For  the  convenience  of  those  attending  schools,  the  afternoon 
classes  from  4  to  6. 

Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

Signor  Corelli  has  removed  to  No  47  Hancock  Street,  where 
henceforth  he  may  be  addressed ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
at  the  Messrs.  Chickering's  Rooms.  Sept^ 


Mile  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

Begs  leave  to  announce  that  she  hns  returneJ  from  the  country, 
and  is  now  prepared  to  resume 

INSTRUCTION  ON  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 
Mile.  G.  D.  may  be  addressed  at 
Sept  16    3m  55  HANCOCK  STREET. 


MUSICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

CARl.  ZERRAHN",  of  the  late  Germania  Musical  So- 
ciety, begs  leave  to  acquaint  his  friends  and  the  musical 
public  of  Boston,  that  he  will  in  future  devote  hia  attentiim  to 
giving  instruction  on  the  FLUTE  and  PIANO-FORTE,  and 
hopes  to  receive  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  musical  commu- 
nity. 

Carl  Zerrahn  would  also  inform  those  amateurs  who  are 
sufficiently  advanced  in  cla-^sical  music,  that  be  has  a  number 
of  the  finest  Sonatas,  of  the  great  masters,  expressly  composed 
for  Piano  and  Flute,  which  he  will  be  pleased  to  perform  with 
those  desiring  to  perfect  themselves  in  this  class  of  beautiful 
and  instructive  music. 

^Carl  Zerrahn  may  be  addressed  at  the  Winthrop  House,  or 
at  the  music  stores  of  G.  P.  Reed  &  Co.,  E.  II.  Wade,  and  N. 
Richardson.  Sept  16    8t 

ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 
TEACHER    OP    THE    PIANO-PORTE. 

Rcsitleiice,  '84    Piiiclcney    Street. 

Sept  16  tf 

MISS  PANNY  PRAZER, 

Has  the  pleasure  to  inform  her  Pupils  and  Friends  that  she 
has  returned  to  the  city,  and  will  be  prepared  to  resume  in- 
struction in  SINGING  and  the  PIANO-FORTE,  on  and  after 
October  1st.  Communications  may  be  left  with  Messrs.  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  or  at  her  residence, 
"  Pavilion,"  Tremont  Street.  Sept  16 

F.    F.    MULLEK, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  No.  3  "^Vinter  Place,  Boston. 

Sept  16  .  3m 

INSTRUCTION  IN  SINGING. 

SIGNOR  C.  CHIANEI  respectfully  informs  the  public 
that  he  is  now  prepared  to  give  lessons  to  single  pupils,  or 
if  desirable,  to  two,  three,  and  four  pupils  together,  of  either 
sex,  for  the  purpose  of  singing  Duettos,  Terzettos  and  Quar- 
tettes. Application  may  be  made  by  letter  at  No.  47  Hancock 
street,  and  at  Richardson's  Musical  Exchange  ;  or,  on  and  after 
the  16th  insfc.,  Sig.  Chianei  may  be  seen  at  Sig.  Papanti's,  No. 
21  Tremont  Row,  every  day  [except  Wednesday  and  Saturday] 
from  1  to  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  where  he  gives  lessons.         0  7  tf 


INSTRUCTION  IN  ITALIAN. 

MR.  litJICrl  MONTI,  Instructor  in  Italian  at  Harvard 
University,  will  give  private  lessons  in  the  city. 
Address  at  the  Winthrop  House.  Oct  7    3m 


WILLIAM    BERGER, 
Fnl>lisBier  aoid  Isoiporter  of  ITIusic, 

No.  82  West  4tli  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED  MUSIC,  for  sale  at  Eastern  prices.  New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.  A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.  All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 

[C/^  A  Catalogue  is  in  preparation.  Aug26 


Me.    THOMAS    RYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  pupils  that  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  season,  and  is  prepared  to  give  instruction 
on  the  PIANO,  FLUTE.  CLARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
THOROUGH  BASS.  Applications  may  be  made  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  19  Franklin  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  music  store. 
Sept  16 


WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-FORTE,  and  in  the  Theory  of  Mdsic. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


Instruction  on  the  Piano-forte  and  in  Singing. 

MR.  ADOLPH  KIELBLOCK  respectfully  gives  notice  to  his 
pupils  and  the  public  that  he  has  returned  to  the  city, 
and  resumed  his  lessons  on  the  Pianoforte  and  in  Singing,  and 
may  be  addressed  at  his  residence,  30  Ash  street,  or  at  the  Mu- 
sic Stores  of  Oliver  Dicson,  115  Washington  street,  Geo.  P.  Reed 
&  Co.,  13  Tremont  street,  or  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washing- 
ton street. 

Refekences. — Lyman  Nichols,  Esq.,  10  Joy  Street,  Boston. 
John  Bigelow,        "     42  Blossom  St.      " 
Oliver  Ditson,        "  " 

George  P.  Reed,     "  " 

N.  Richardson,       "  *' 

Hon.  T.  D  Elliot,  New  Bedford. 
Rev.  John  Weiss,  *' 

Joseph  Ricketson,  Esq.  " 


Sept  30 


■^. 
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r 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


NOW     READY, 

THE   GEEAT   "WORK   OF   THE   TEAS, 

MOORE'S 

— — OF 

A  work  -which  has  cost  the  indefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  lahor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distiu- 
guished  celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
CTery  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  the  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4000    MUSICIANS  I 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Pierformers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A  Coin\>\ete  Dictionary  of  over 

5000    MUSICAL   TERMS, 

T\lth  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIENCE    OF    MUSIC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  present.. : . .  A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  the  dates  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOROUGH  BASS,  &c.-  &c. 

A  !Book  iaitesBded  to  cover  fSae  "u  laoSe 
of  J^lusical  ScBence. 

JOHN  P,   JBIVBTT  &   CO, 
PUBLISHERS, 

July  29  BOSTON. 


SIGIVOR,  AUGUSTO  BEIVDELARI,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  CnoRAL  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offvrHd  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  great 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augusto  Bendelari,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Mes-srs.  Chickering  &  Sous,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer, 

SEFEEEKCES. 


Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop, 
Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq,. 
Septs 


Samuel  G.  Ward.  Esq. 
John  S.  Dwight/Esq,. 


MR.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

TLEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
XJ  tion  in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing.  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place,  oa  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

Sept  23  tf. 

E.  E.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACHER  OE  THE  PlAT^iO  A:?kB  Sl^Gl^G. 

Residence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Eeferencej  Geo.  J.  "Webb,  Esq.  Jlay  20. 

L.  H.   SOUTHAED, 

TEACHEK     OF     MUSIC, 
365  AVasliing^on  Street,  Boston. 

Germania  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E,  TELTOW,  Agejit. 
iJl4tf  30  Fayette  Street, 

CHICKERINa   &    SONS, 

MANUFACinRERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


WAKEROOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


NATHAN    RICHARnSONj 

IMPORTER,  PUBLISH ER&,  DEALER 


jForeirjn  $^  ^mtvimn  piusit, 

Piano-Fortes,  Organs,  Melodeons,  &c. 

Also,  Publisher  of  the  celebrated 

'  Itooni;  Sriwol  for  tk  '§ma-ia\:k,' 

ASD 

'  Elements  of  Music  at  Sight.' 
New  Music 

PUBLISHED    DAILY,   AT  THE 

MUSICAL   EXCHANGE, 

282  Washin^on  Street,  Boston. 

^C/^  All  my  publications  can  be  obtained  at  Wholesale  and 
Retail  of  J.  F.  PETRI,  my  Agent  for  Baltimore  and  vicinity. 

GEOEGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 

No.  3    "WINTEK    STKEET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

WAEEANTED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Sept  2  3m 


A.    W.    PRENZEL 

Will  resume  his 

ijsrsTUxrGXiO::sr  on  the  pxaho^foute, 

On  or  before  October  1st. 

Orders  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Co. 
N.  Richardson,  or  E  H.  Wade.  Aug26 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   ENTIRE  AND   INIMITABLE  ALLEGORY   OP 

THE    PIZGRim^S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andre^Ys,  containing  2*50  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEAVETT,   Piiblislier. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  authorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
Tvhere  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON. 

IMPOKTEK  AND   DEALER  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

No.  13  Tremoiit  Row,  Boston* 

*^f*    Wedding  and  Tisiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed, 

16  tf 

MEYEK   &   TKETBAK, 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

|mjp:orttrs  of  J^orruju  llXusic  aniJ  ^lubltsljtrs, 

Keep  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  both  Foreign  and 

American   Music.  By  our   direct   and  regular   engagements 

with  the  principal  publishing  houses  in  Europe,  we  are  ena- 
bled to  supply 

MUSIC-OEALERS  WITH  FOREIGN  MUSIC, 

on  as  favorable  terms  as  any  other  house  in  the  United  States. 

0=^  Sole  Agents  in  the  United  States  for  the  well  known 
publishing  house  of  G,  M.  MEYER,  Jr.  of  Brunswick, 
Germany,  (on  whose  publications  we  grant  th(;  most  profitable 
discount,)  whereof  we  particularly  mention  a  fine  collection  of 
OUYERTURES  arranged  for  the  Piano-Forte  as  Solo  aad 
Duet,  the  favorite  works  of  FESCA,  LITOLFF,  WINKLER, 
&c.,  a  complete  edition  of  BEETIiOVEN'S  works  for  Piano- 
Forte,  including  all  the  TRIOS,  QUATUORo,  SINFONIES, 
&c.,  arranged  by  L.  WINKLER.  Also,  the  last  compositions 
of  LISZT,  BRUNNER,  SPINDLER,  HENRY  CRAMER,  &c. 

Catalogues  of  G.  M.  Meyer's  publiciitions  forwarded  gratis 
to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  if  desired,  by 

MEYER  &,  TRETBAR, 
Augl2  3m  304  Main  St.  Buffalo. 


TAYLOR'S  PIANO  FORTE  FOR  BEGINNERS. 

FIRST  STEPS  TO  TUB  PIANO  FORTE ;   teing  an  Kte- 
mentary    Catechism    for    Beginners.      By    GEORGK    0. 
TAYLOR,    Teacher  of  tlie    Pi,-mo  Forte,  Harp  and  Violin. 
Price  75  cents.    Usual  deduction  to  the  trade.    For  sale  by 
F.  J.  HUNTINGTON,  23  Park  Row,  New  Tork. 
WM.  D.  SULLIVAN,  Madison,  Ga. 

ORATORIO  OF"' DAVID — A  full  set  of  orchestral 
accompaniments,  or  in  a  condensed  form  for  a  small 
orchestra  :  also  a  number  of  copies  in  vocal  score,  can  be  had 
on  application  to  D.  KlilBALL,  JR.,  28  Milk  St. 

Boston,  Oct.  7,  1864.  2t 


HEWS'    PATENT 
AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Wasliington  Si.,  Boston. 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTXTRER  AND   DEALER   IN 

PIANO    FO  RTES, 

No.  34:4  l\'asliiugton  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  4-  TO  LET. 

MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC 

MUSIC-KOOM,  No.  17  Geat's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 
and  Summer  Streets. 
References. 
Messrs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Punchaed,  Boston. 
Messrs.  Geoege  Peabodt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHER  OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  U.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nath.^n  Richardson,  28^  "Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row, 

Referekces  : — Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Ternon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  liO  South  St. 
IMiss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

PRINCE  &  CO.'S  melodeons, 

OF  every  variety,  from  ®45  to  $150,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  aud  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency^ 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 

G.   P.   REED   &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sept.  2  Sole  Agents  for  Prince  §"  Co.^s  Melodeons. 

ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TBACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Heed's  Music-Store,  or  at  4he 
Norfolk  House,  Roxhury.  Sept  9 

H.    S.    CUT1.ER, 

MUSIC  ROOM  UNDEK  CHURCH  OF  THE  ADVENT. 

Terms  S3 
jngton  St. 


-Address  care  of  Nathan  Richardson,  "282  ^\'ash- 
Sept  9  tf 


J.  B.  WHEATON, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Apply  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Nathan  Kichardson,  or  Theo. 
T.  Barker. 

R.    G  ARBETT, 
PROFESSOR    OF    MUSIC, 

Informs  his  friends  and  the  public,  that,  having  rerurned  from 
Europe,  he  is  prepared  to  give  instruction  on  the  Organ,  Piano 
F'orte,  Violin,  Violoncello,  and  Contra-Basso  :  also  in  Compo- 
sition and  An-aisgement.  Organs  and  Piano-Fortes  tuned. 
Music  arranged  and  transposed  to  order. 

O^^Residence,  No.  36  Shawmut  Avenue.  Sept  23    3m 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,GUITAR, 

3  Seueca  St.,  corner  Maii-isou  Aveuue. 

MR.  De  HIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  &c. 
Boston,  April  23.  3m 

J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence  No.  56  Kueeland  Street. 


<b^- 
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VOL.    VI. 


BOSTON,    SATURDAY,    OCTOBER    21,    1854, 


NO.   3. 


PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATURDAY. 


ET  MAIL, 
"     CAHKIEK, 


.$2    PES  ANNUM, 
$2.50  " 


IS  ADVANCE. 


ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Music,  but  with 
glances  at  the  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  Literature  \ 
including,  from  time  Co  time, — 1.  Critical  Keviews  of  Concerts, 
Oratorios,  Operas  ;  with  timely  Analyses  of  the  notable  M^orks 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  Music  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  signiticaut  Musical  News  from  all  parts  ;  gathered  from 
English,  Uermau,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essays  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instru- 
ments, theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  ;  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
Social,  aud  Kehgiuus  bearings  ;  on  Music  in  the  Church,  the 
Concert-room,  the  Theatre,  the  Chamber,  aud  the  Street,  &c. 
6.  Trauslatious  from  the  best  Oerman  aud  French  writers  upon 
Music  and  Art.  7.  Occasional  Notices  of  Sculpture,  Painting, 
Architecture,  Poetry,  iEsthetic  Books,  the  Drama,  &c.  — 
8.  Original  and  Selected  Poems,  short  Tales,  Anecdotes,  &c. 

[C?^  JJack  numbers,  from  the  commeucement,  can  be  fur- 
nished.   Also  bound  copies  of  the  first  two  years. 

Postage,  if  paid  in  advance^  for  any  distance  within  the 
State,  lluruen  ctnl^  a  year  ;  if  not  in  advance,  tive/Uy-si-x 
cents.    To  all  places  beyond  the  State,  double  these  rates. 


J.  S.  DWlGHT, EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR 

EDWARD  L.  BALCH,  PRINTER. 
\0'  OFFICE,    No.    ai    School    Street,    Boston. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS    RECEIVED 

At  the  OFFICE  OF  PUBLICATION, 21  Sdwol  St. 

By    NATHAN  IUCUAKDSON,282  Wasliinglan  Streel. 
"    QEO.  P    REEU  &  CO.,  13  Tremonl  Kow. 
"    A.  M.  I.ELAND,  Proviclenct,  H.  1. 
"    DEXTER  &   BltOTUEUS,  43  Ann  Street,  N.  Y. 
"    SCIlAltFENBKKU  &  LUIS,  722  B/oai/ioay,  iV,  Y. 
"   GEOKtiE  UUTTON,  JE.,  RocktUtr,  N.   Y. 
"    a.  ANDRE,  22a   Chestnut  St.,  Philailelphia. 
"    MILLER  &  1!EACHA.M,  181  Baltimore  St.,  Salt. 
"    COLliURN  &  FIELD,  Cincinnati,  O. 
"    UOLBROOK  &  LONO,  Cleveland,  O. 
"  JOHN  U.  11%IX011,  Pittsburgk,  Pa. 

TERMS  OP  ADVERTISING. 

First  insertion,  per  line 10  cts. 

Each  subsequent  insertion,  per  line 5  cts. 

For  one  column,  (126  hues)  first  insertion $12.00 

Do  do  each  subsequent. ..  .$i6  00 

Special  notices  (leaded),  each  insertion,  per  line  20  cts. 

Payments  required  in  advance  :  for  yearly  advertisements, 
quarterly  in  advance. 


How  to  Make  an  Opera. 

A   DIALOGUE   AT   THE   HOUSE   OF   M.    SCBIBE. 

[We  translate  the  following  from  the  Journal  pour 
Sire,  where  it  forms  the  Prologue  to  a  clever  travestie  of 
Meyerbeer's  recent  opera,  L'Elaile  du  Nurd.\ 

M.  Meyerbeer. — I  should  like  a  libretto  for 
a  comic  opera,  having  for  its  subject  the  amours 
of  the  Czar  Peter  the  Great  and  the  vivandi&re 
Catherine. 

•  M.  Scribe. — The  subject  is  a  little  ambiguous  ; 
but  nothing  so  easy  as  to  purify  this  sort  of  liaison 
by  a  marriage  a  I' Opera  Comique.  First  let  us 
find  our  three  acts ;   nothing  so  simple :  in  the 


first,  Peter  the  Great,  simple  ship  carpenter, 
loves  Catherine,  simple  vivandiere ;  in  the  se- 
cond, Peter  the  Great,  in  the  tumult  of  camps, 
continues  to  loves  Catherine ;  in  the  third,  Peter 
the  Great,  in  the  bosom  of  grandeurs,  always 
loving  Catherine,  decides  to  marry  her. 

Let  us  occupy  ourselves,  if  you  please,  with 
the  first  act ;  'tis  the  only  important  one ;  good  or 
bad,  the  public  is  obliged  to  see  the  following  acts ; 
the  second,  because  it  has  seen  the  first ;  and  the 
third,  because  it  has  seen  the  other  two. 

We  say  then  that  Peter  the  Great,  simple  car- 
penter, loves  Catherine,  simple  vivandiere ;  here 
we  have  the  motive  fqr:  (1)  a  chorus  of  carpen- 
ters assembled  at  the  rising  of  the  curtain ;  (2) 
a  grand  aria  for  Peter's  declaration  to  Catherine  ; 
(3)  a  finale  of  carpenters,  a  second  time  assem- 
bled to  conclude  the  act.  Now  tell  me  what  j'ou 
wish  to  add  to  these  three  pieces. 

M.  Meyerbeer. — Several  things  :  in  the  first 
place,  I  should  like  to  introduce  in  the  first  cho- 
rus a  chanson  or  ballad,  like  that  in  la  Dame 
Blanche. 

M.  Scribe. — Nothing  so  easy :  we  will  bring 
in  some  chocolate  or  cake  merchant,  who  shall 
offer  his  refreshments  and  his  gay  refrains.  And 
then? 

M.  Meyerbeer. — I  should  like  also  a  wed- 
ding, like  that  in  the  first  act  of  Macron. 

M.  Scribe. — Nothing  so  easy  ;  we'll  celebrate 
the  wedding  of  one  of  Peter's  companions. 

M.  Meyerbeek.  —  With  an  arietta  for  so- 
prano. 

M.  Scribe. — Expressive  of  the  bride's  beating 
heart :  tic  tac,  tic  tac ! 

M.  Meyerbeer. — And  a  drinking  song  for 
the  basses. 

M.  Scribe. — Chorus  of  drinking  guests:  glu, 
glu,  glu,  glu  !     It's  done.     And  then  ? 

M.  Meyerbeek. — We  must  now  find  some 
means  of  opposing  to  these  tender  accents  some 
military  song,  like  that  of  Max  in  le  Chalet. 

M.  Scribe. — Nothing  so  easy :  a  troop  of  re- 
cruiters, beating  the  drum,  shall  break  into  the 
midst  of  the  wedding. 

M.  Mey'erbeer. — I  have  in  my  head  a  duet- 
tino  buiFo  ....  in  si  bdmol.  .  . 

M.  Scribe. — Good,  the  fright  of  the  nuptial 
pair :  the  lot  shall  fall  upon  the  bridegroom  him- 
self, as  in  le  Val  d'Andorre. 

M.  BIeyerbeer. — I  have  also  a  grand  aria  di 
bravura  in  la  major 


M.  Scribe. — Very  well :  the  hero  or  heroine 
can  go  in  the  place  of  the  bridegroom,  as  in  le 
Soldat  Lahoureur. 

M.  Meyerbeek. — If  there  were  some  way 
also  to  bring  in  some  vocalizations  for  the  grand 

cantatrice roulades  repeated  in  the  way  of 

echo,  a  rivalry  between  the  soprano  and  the  clar- 
inet, as  in  the  Sirene  ? 

M.  Scribe. — Nothing  so  easy :  we  assist  at 
the  departure  of  the  hero  or  heroine ;  he  or  she 
puts  oflT  in  a  boat  (the  boat  has  something  mari- 
time, which  always  makes  a  sensation  at  the 
Opera  Comique),  and  the  farewell  songs  grow 
gradually  fainter  and  fainter,  as  in  the  Adieux  du 
Matelot.     Is  that  all  ? 

BI.  Meyerbeer. — I  really  am  afraid  I  am 
abusing 

M.  Scribe. — Not  at  all ;  you  see  what  that 
costs  me. 

M.  Mey'erbeer. — Well  then,  I  should  like  to 
find  some  way  to  interpolate  here  a  characteristic 
song,  a  national  melody,  like  the  Spanish  air  in 
the  Domino  Noir;  one  more,  one  less,  'twill  mat- 
ter not  a  great  deal. 

M.  Scribe. — Mon  Dieu  !  if  it  does  no  good,  it 
can  do  no  harm.  Do  you  want  to  have  it  Span- 
ish, this  air  ? 

M.  Meyerbeer. — I  should  prefer  to  have  it 
Cossack. 

M.  Scribe. — It  is  all  the  same.  Well,  a  horde 
of  these  barbarians  shall  invade  the  village,  sing- 
ing a  war  Jiymn,  as  in  Tamerlan ;  the  hero  or 
heroine  even  may  put  them  to  flight  by  the  vigor 
of  his  arm,  as  in  the  Brasseur  de  Preston,  or  by 
the  sweetness  of  her  song,  as  in  les  Diamants  de 
la  Couronne. 

M.  Metterbeer. — I  prefer  the  sweetness  of 
the  song ;  there  will  be  something  for  the  soprano. 
It  is  more  than  I  asked  for';  you  are  really  most 

obliging but  how  are  you  going  to  work 

to  put  in  order  all  these  situations? 

M.  Scribe. — Nothing  so  easy:  lend  me  your 
hat;  good.  .  .  write  now  the  name  of  each  air  on 
a  separate  piece  of  paper.  .  .  Very  well.  .  .  put 
them  now  in  the  bottom  of  the  hat,  shake  them 
up  well,  draw  them  one  by  one,  and  call  them 
out  with  a  loud  voice,  while  I  write  to  your  dicta- 
tion. 

M.  Meyerbeek  calling,  M.  Scribe  writing. — 
No.  1,  Song  of  the  laborers;  No.  2,  Grand  aria 
of  declaration;  No.  3,  Duettino  of  fear;  No.  4, 
War  hymn ;  No.  5,  Wedding  song ;  No.  G,  Mili- 
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tary  song;   No.  7,  Farewell  echoes that's 

all. 

M.  Scribe. — That  classifies  itself  marvellously 
■well !  you  have  a  happy  hand. 

M.  Meyerbeer,  (perplexed).  —  Where  am 
I ! !  .  .  . 

M.  Scribe. — How  !  Do  you  not  understand 
my  tow  du  cliapeau  ? 

M.  Meyerbeer,  (recovering  himself). — But, 
after  all,  admitting  that  here  is  some  sort  of  order, 
how  will  3-ou  connect  such  opposite  situations  as 
these  toiiether? 

M.  Scribe. — Nothing  so  easy :  by  the  process 
du  militaire. 

M.  Meyerbeer. — Militaire  !  what's  that  ? 

M.  Scribe. — It  is  this:  you  want  to  oppose 
the  tumult  of  the  camp  to  a  pastoral  scene;  the  pea- 
sant who  happens  to  be  upon  the  stage,  turns  to 
the  side  scenes  and  cries  out : — "  Heavens  !  I  see 
a  militaire  ! 

A  mutiled  roll  of  drums  from  the  orchestra  :  the 
chorus  for  five  minutes  keeps  inquiring  : 

"  All  !  who  then  is  this  militaire  ?  " 

The  drums  roll  crescendo  in  the  orchestra;  the 
peasant  cries: 

"  I  recognize  tin's  militaire  .'" 

These  few  words  and  the  sound  of  the  drum 
have  awakened  the  bellicose  ideas  of  the  public  ; 
the  transition  thus  contrived,  the  thing  is  done, 
the  militaire  may  enter. 

M.  Meyerbeer. — And  think  you  that  will 
suffice  for  the  intelligence  of  the  public  ? 

M.  Scribe. — Ah,  mon  Dieu!  for  it  the  impor- 
tant thing  is  not  to  comprehend,  but  to  be  amu- 
sed ;  besides,  if  a  comic  opera  contained  common 
sense,  the  opera  would  not  be  comic. 

M.  Meyerbeer,  (perplexed.) — What  do  I 
hear !  .  .  . 

M.  Scribe. — Naive  as  a  musician  ! 

M.  Meyerbeer,  (recovering  hhnself.) — And 
how  much  time  will  yoa  require  to  put  all  that  into 
verse  ? 

M.  Scribe. — A  few  hours  scarcely;  time 
enough  to  collate  my  mirlitons  ! 

M.  Meyerbeer. — What  do  you  mean  by  your 
mirlitons  ? 

M.  Scribe. — I  see  that  I  must  explain  to  you 
again : 

You  have  heard  of  the  Fair  of  Saint  Cloud ; 
you  know  that  every  year  there  is  an  astonishing 
consumption  there  of  mirlitons  adorn'fed  with  de- 
vices; hitherto  this  consumption  has  been  attribu- 
ted to  the  poetical  and  musical  tastes  of  the  Pa- 
risians. No  such  thing :  it  is  young  writers,  aspi- 
ring to  the  honor  of  bearing  my  name  in  their 
pieces,  who,  by  my  orders,  buy  up  en  masse  all 
the  mirlitons  of  the  Fair.  They  affect  all  day  to 
make  a  joke  of  it  to  turn  away  suspicion  ;  but, 
when  the  night  arrives,  each  conspirator  comes  and 
deposits  his  mirllton  upon  the  editorial  altar ;  there, 
under  my  eyes,  these  instruments  are  classed  by 
specialities,  according  to  the  subject  treated  by  the 
devices;  thus  we  have  some  for  all  situations: 
pastoral  mirlitons,  mad  mirlitons,  melancholy  tnir- 
litons,  amorous  mirlitons,  nuptial  mirlitons,  &c. 
When  the  time  comes  to  use  them,  to  connect 
these  devices  together  into  large  pieces  of  poetry, 
we  have  recourse  a  second  time  to  the  tour  du 
cliapeau.  Ah !  the  hat !  the  hat !  ...  Robert 
Houdin  draws  omelettes  from  his  hat ;  I,  I  draw 
comic  operas  from  mine !  .  .  .  . 
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From  Chorley's  "  Modern  German  Music." 

The  Beettoven-Festival  at  Bonn,  1845. 

(Concluded  from  last  Number  ) 

The  great  music  by  Beethoven,  performed  in 
Beethoven's  honor,  at  this  Beethoven  Festival, 
under  the  conduct  of  Drs.  Spohr  and  Liszt,  con- 
sisted of  his  Blass  in  C  in  the  Minster,  his  Missa 
Solennis  and  Choral  Sympliony,  his  Overture  to 
"  Coriolan, "  his  Si/mphony  in  C  minor,  his  piano- 
forte Concerto  in  E  flat, — "  Adelaida,  " — the  song 
of  the  Seraph  from  his  "  Mount  of  Olives, "  and 
the  Finale  to  his  "  Fidelio. " 

To  descant  on  the  larger  portion  of  these  works 
would  happily  be  now  a  most  superfluous  labor. 

It  was  at  Bonn  that  many — myself  among  the 
number  —  came  to  know  Beethoven's  '^  Missa 
Solennis" — by  being  for  the  first  time  present 
at  a  correct  performance  of  that  stupendous 
musical  work.  Many  among  the  listeners,  pro- 
bably, had  attempted,  by  perusal,  trials  on  a  small 
scale,  and  other  such  expedients,  to  approach  it; 
but  the  best  of  these  contrivances  is  insufficient, 
let  imagination  be  ever  so  quick,  or  science 
ever  so  ready.  If  "  seeing  is  believing,"  how 
much  more  in  Music  is  "  hearing,  knowing  !  " — 
The  mind's  ear  will  go  far,  but  the  body's  ear 
goes  further.  There  is  more  fancy  than  truth  in 
the  poet's  assurance,  that — • 

"  Heard  melodies  are  sweet,  but  those  unheard 
Are  sweeter " 

I  remember,  at  the  first  performance  of  a 
great  work,  asking  its  composer  if  he  himself 
was  satisfied.  "It  sounds  well,  "  was  the  answer, 
tears  of  emotion  being  in  the  speaker's  eyes. 
The  reality,  for  him,  had  proved  better  than  the 
imagination.  When  the  converse  happens  in 
Music, — when  the  idea  outstretches  beyond  the 
bounds  of  practicable  and  pleasurable  execution, 
sense  of  failure  is  apt  painfully  to  predominate 
over  sympathy  with  aspiration. 

In  some  measure,  such  must  be  the  impression 
produced  by  the  "  Missa  Solennis " — but  only 
so  far,  I  think,  as  the  deafness  of  Beethoven, 
and  the  rugged  temper  exasperated  by  his 
malady,  led  him  to  defy  every  proposition  of 
change  or  reconsideration,  and  to  treat  every 
remonstrance  made  by  his  executants  as  so  much 
puerile  folly.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive 
such  a  vocal  execution  of  this  Mass,  as  implies 
ease  to  the  singers,  and  power  on  their  parts  to 
attend  to  the  expression  of  the  music,  instead  of 
stiffly  contesting  for  the  notes,  and  taking  the 
passages  by  force.  The  chorus  that  is  to  exe- 
cute the  allegro  con  moto,  "  Et  vilam  venturi, " 
which  winds  up  the  "  Credo,"  with  one  of  the 
most  harassing  codas  ever  dreamed  of,  should  be 
composed  of  soprani  as  brilliant  as  Grisi,  of  con- 
tralli  as  powerful  and  ricli  as  Alboni,  of  tenors 
as  vigorous  as  Duprez  and  as  flexible  as  Rubini, 
and  of  basses  as  sonorous  and  as  mordant  as 
Lablache.  Even  then,  its  perfect  execution,  as 
regards  time,  tone  and  accent,  would  demand 
unslumbering  watchfulness  and  effort;  and  we 
have  no  assurance  that  the  effect  would  in  any 
respect  correspond  with  the  preciousness  of  the 
materials  brought  together,  or  repay  the  almost 
torturing  self-renunciation  of  the  executants. 

A  point  or  two  in  this  Mass  are  open  to 
exception,  in  respect  of  the  composer's  idea. — 
The  second  coda  to  the  "  Gloria, "  which  en- 
feebles the  effect  of  the  magnificent  close — the 
too  theatrical  roll  of  drum  and  trumpet,  in  the 
"  Dona,"  which  emphasize  the  petition  for  peace 
by  suggesting  the  neighborhood  of  war — may 
be  instanced  as  among  the  eccentricities  of  Beet- 
hoven's late  compositions,  the  nature  and  limits 
of  which  it  is  so  well  should  be  studied  and 
defined.  But  need  the  clearest  admission  of 
these  and  a  few  other  such  specks  and  dispro- 
portions impair  our  enjoyment  of  that  which  is 
glorious  and  spiritually  sublime  in  this  work  ? 
So  far  from  this,  the  mind  that  is  once  con- 
tented to  leave  irreconcileable  contradictions  un- 
reconciled, is  far  more  free  to  believe,  to  appreci- 
ate, and  to  take  delight,  than  the  one  which  is  per- 
petually on  a  tip-toe  strain  to  place  false  and 
true,  incomplete  and  complete,  within  the  same 


halo  of  sanctity,  from  mistaken  ideas  of  re- 
verence and  humility.  Whereas  Admiration  has 
only  to  add  to,  to  perfect,  and  to  vary  its 
knowledge  —  to  wait  for  clearer  light,  not  to 
receive  that  which  its  instincts  have  at  first 
rejected  —  Affectation  must  be  ever  retracing 
its  steps,  searching  out  by-ways,  proclaiming 
crooked  to  be  straight— and  hard,  soft  —  and 
false,  true ;  until  life  and  heart,  and  even  the 
power  of  really  loving  and  of  wholly  believing, 
are  lost  in  the  process — 

"  And  nought  is  everything,  and  evei^thing  is  nought." 

And,  supposing  that  what  has  been  said  in  ob- 
jection is  admitted  to  the  very  fullest  extent, — 
supposing  that  we  do,  because  we  must,  own  the 
presence  of  crudity,  incompleteness, — of  arrogant 
mistake,  even — in  the  later  works  of  Beethoven 
— supposing  us  to  have  declared  that  the  strange, 
fierce,  introverted  life  into  which  Temperament 
and  Trial  drove  him,  has  left  its  traces  on  his 
utterance  in  Art,  what  then  ?  —  Does  this  make 
the  glory  of  what  is  glorious,  the  truth  of  what 
is  true,  less  glorious  or  less  true  ?  His  "  Missa 
Solennis,"  will  always  stand  as  a  marvel — as  a 
colossal  work,  planned  on  a  scale  by  many  a 
cubit  grander  than  its  writer's  Mass  in  C — yet 
still  of  the  same  order  of  architecture. 

These  two  Masses,  indeed,  are  alone  among 
Catholic  music.  *  They  bear  the  marks  of  no 
epoch  of  Art  —  of  no  fashion  in  theology. — 
There  is  nothing  of  chord  orthodox  or  chord 
heterodox  in  them  —  very  few  traces  of  those 
Shibboleths,  the  tendency  of  which  is  to  degrade 
those  using  them  from  sanctity  into  sanctimo- 
niousness. A  touch  or  two  of  the  ecclesiastical 
chant  may  be  found  in  the  "  Benedictus " 
of  the  Mass  in  C,  but  none  are  to  be  detected 
in  the  ''' liJissa  Solennis."  If  the  canonical 
intervals  and  harmonies  exist,  the  effect  is  not 
there.     There   is   not  a  touch  of  cope  or  cowl, 

—  of  the  passionless  eye,  pinched-up  mouth,  or 
slack  sliding  step  belonging  to  any  religious  or- 
der of  any  church-period,  in  Beethoven  'when 
he  lays  his  gift  on  the  altar ;  —  as  little  is  there  the 
slightest  mundane  suggesiion  or  emotion  calcu- 
lated for  one  instant  to  disturb  the  solemnity 
of  the  hour  and  the  sanctity  of  the  place  in  his 
]\Iass  music.  On  the  contrary,  we  may  through- 
out it  discern  an  earnest  and  intense  devotional  , 
spirit,  for  the  expression  of  which  all  existing 
means  of  utterance  were   too   small  and   limited 

—  a  faith,  claiming  the  heavens  for  its  temple, 
and  the  elements  for  its  ministers  —  laying  hold 
of  every  power  which  modern  science  and  dis- 
covery had  revealed  —  bowing  not  only  soul  and 
body,  but  brain  also,  in  lowliest  adoration.  — - 
Surely  this  is  something  greater  and  truer,  more 
intensely  and  spiritually  devotional,  than  the 
finest  arrangement  of  tones  Gregorian  or  Am- 
brosian,  —  than  the  most  skilful  piece  of  writing 
alia  Cajjella  or  alia  Palestrina. 

The  amount  of  nobility  and  beauty  cast  without 
effort  into  forms  entirely  new  which  is  contained 
in  this  '^ Missa  Solennis"  cannot  fail  to  arrest  and 
enchant  even  the  moderately  cultivated  listener 
when  he  first  hears  it.  Setting  aside  the  ample 
proportions  and  melodic  richness  of  the  ideas  of 
the  "  Kyrie, "  the  distribution  of  the  solo  voices 
at  the  very  outset  of  the  movement,  so  free 
without  being  formless,  gives  an  effect  of  vast- 
ness,  space,  and  limitless  resource,  such  as  we 
feel  in  those  cathedral  temples,  where  amongst 
arch  and  aisle,  and  clustered  columns,  the  sense 
of  confinement  and  boundary  is  lost  Observe, 
again,  how  this  grows,  spreads,  receives  new  de- 
velopment and  new  light,  without  anything  like 
perplexing  intricacy,  at  the  words,  "  Cliriste  elei- 
son,"  in  spite  of  what  may  be  called  the  secularity 
of  the  triple  rhythm,  which,  so  far  from  being 
mystified,  is  brought  into  the  most  distinct  promi- 

*  Not  less  catholic  in  tone — not  less  devotional  in  feel- 
ing— not  less  distinct  from  anv  Protestant  or  secular 
music  by  their  composer —  are  iilendelssohn's  "  Convent 
Jlotetts,"  and  his  "Ave  Maria,^^  and  his  ^*  Lauda  Sion." 
There,  as  everywhere  else,  he  did  his  best,  like  a  true 
man  and  lilie  a  true  artist  who  will  do  nothing  that  he 
cannot  do  well.  But,  in  idea  and  in  fancy,  there  is  no 
possible  comparison  betwixt  the  two  writers.  We  may 
say  "  Handel  and  Beethoven:  "  we  cannot  say  "  Beetho- 
ven," and  any  newer  composer. 
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nence  by  the  pizzicato  of  the  stringed  instruments 
■with  which  tlie  tempo  is  marked. 

In  the  "  Gloria,  "  again,  the  expression  of  the 
sudden  and  sonorous  piano,  on  the  words  "  et  in 
terra  pax,"  is  as  unexpectedly  thrilling  as  though 
Pergolesi  and  Handel,  and  a  hundred  more 
■writers,  had  not  used  in  the  same  place  a  similar 
exchange  of  strong  for  soft  music.  The  ear 
may  at  first  be  distanced  by  the  many  modulations 
into  remote  keys,  which  this  "Gloria"  contains, 
ere  it  is  allowed  full  satisfaction  in  the  "  Quo- 
niam"  —  but  the  intense  supplication  of  the  "  Qui 
tollis  "  (made  as  it  were  the  prayer  of  countless 
multitudes,  by  the  manner  in  which  voices  and 
chorus  bear  one  another  up,  already  adverted 
to,)  the  enormous  climax  on  the  words  "  cum 
sanctu  spiritu,"  made  by  the  hardy  use  of  the  pedal 
bass,  followed  by  the  outbreak  of  ever-quicken- 
ing jubilation  in  the  solo  voices,  heightened  and 
enhanced  till  the  very  last  chord  of  the  first  coda 
is  reached  — •  afford  those  sensations  such  as  only 
belong  to  the  Shakspeares  and  Michael  Angeles 
of  Art.  Nearer  to  the  Holy  of  Holies,  it  is 
hardly  possible  for  mortal  poet  to  approach. 

In  the  third  hymn  or  '•  Credo, "  somewhat 
more  of  a  clue  is  required,  even  before  its  coda 
"  et  vitam "  is  reached.  The  master's  inspira- 
tion is  more  broken  —  his  recourse  to  some- 
what arbitrary  artifices  in  reinforcement  of 
picturesque  expression  is  at  once  more  obvious 
and  more  bewildering  than  in  the  earlier  por- 
tions of  the  Mass.  The  text,  it  is  true,  is  more 
diflicult,  in  all  that  it  comprehends,  than  that  of 
any  other  part  of  the  service  ;  but  Beethoven  had 
found  it  tractable  and  susceptible  of  the  noblest 
musical  treatment  in  his  Mass  in  C  ;  and  in  l^s 
second  attempt,  I  confess,  he  siiflfers,  by  what 
seems  a  strain  to  outdo  himself.  The  ear  is  put 
into  a  state  of  unrest,  by  the  very  commence- 
ment of  the  movement.  There  the  full  opening 
chord  of  E  flat  (the  "  Credo"  being  in  B  flat) 
deludes  rather  than  directs  it.  From  this  it  is 
diflicult  wholly  to  recover,  and  so  frequent 
and  abrupt  are  the  changes  of  time,  style,  and 
design,  that  the  occasional  reiteration  of  the 
leading  four  notes  of  ejaculation,  "  Credo  !  "  in 
place  of  giving  unity,  may  well  pass  unobserved 
on  a  first  hearing.  Yet,  if  I  venture  to  thmk 
Beethoven  inferior  to  Beethoven's  self  in  this 
cardinal  movement,  instinct  alone  (how  much 
more  subsequent  examination  and  comparison) 
must  assure  the  commonest  listener  that  by  no  one 
save  Beethoven  could  it  have  been  written.  The 
phrase  on  the  words  "  Qui  propter  nos  hominex," 
of  itself  substantiates  the  master's  presence  —  by 
its  largeness  of  outhne,  rich  beauty,  and  deep 
feeling.  There  are,  again,  some  of  his  own  in- 
comparable touches  of  expression  in  the  "  El 
incarnatun,"  especially  that  awful,  shuddering 
modulation  of  terrible  ditficulty  on  the  word 
"  Passus  :  "  but  his  earlier  "  Credo  "  is  hardly 
less  mighty  in  idea,  and  essentially  greater,  be- 
cause more  complete  and  simple,  in  its  construc- 
tion. 

The  "Benedictus"  is  the  last  movement  on 
which  I  shall  offer  a  remark;  since,  after  the 
commencement  of  the  "  Agnus,"  the  "  Dona " 
escapes  into  regions  so  nearly  bordering  on  the 
fantastic,  that  devotional  feeling  can  with  diffi- 
culty sustain  itself  In  this,  again,  how  different 
Beethoven's  earlier  mass !  But  the  "  Bene- 
dictus,"  in  form  so  florid,  in  structure  so  essen- 
tially simple,  is  another  of  those  movements 
that  posses  themselves  of  the  ear,  not  so  much 
by  the  touches  of  genius  which  they  contain,  as 
by  the  tone  of  genius  diffused  throughout.  Led, 
as  the  solo  quartet  there  is,  by  a  soprano  voice  of 
the  highest  pitch,  the  device  hy  which  eveiy  effect 
of  painful  acuteness  is  avoided,  has  always  struck 
me  as  an  example  of  that  masterly  daring  which 
amounts  to  inspiration.  This  is  the  introduc- 
tion in  the  score  of  a  violin  ohliyato  —  whose 
clearer  and  more  poignant  sounds  temper  by 
contrast  the  clear  and  almost  shrill  passages 
which  the  principal  female  voice  has  to  execute 
and  to  sustain.  By  this  expedient,  again,  has 
been  gained  one  of  those  effects  of  extension 
which  it  seems  to  have  been  Beethoven's  instinct, 
if  not  settled  purpose,  to  keep  throughout  this 
Mass  —  perhaps,  however,  not  without  a  certain 


approach  to  that  secularity  of  which  there  is 
neither  tinge  nor  trace  in  the  preceding  divisions 
of  the  composition. 

I  have  offered  a  few  notes  on  this  remarkable 
work  (I  repeat,)  from  believing  that  it  is  less 
understood  than  most  of  its  master's  composi- 
tions, because  of  the  inevitable  rarity  of  its  be- 
ing performed;  and  that  this,  more  than  any  ex- 
tra abstruseness  and  entanglement  which  it  con- 
tains, has  led  thoughtful  persons  to  regard  it  as 
fuller  of  crudity,  enigma  and  ditficulty  than  the 
choral  movement  of  Beethoven's  Ninth  Sym- 
phony. A  mass,  again,  always  loses  terribly  by 
being  performed  as  concert-music.  At  Bonn 
the  solos  were  toiled  through  by  a  quartet  of 
painstaking  but  ineffective  vocalists.  Nor  was 
Dr.  Spohr  altogether  the  conductor  to  make  the 
most  of  his  materials,  in  music  so  gigantic,  so 
spirited,  calling  for  so  much  force,  accent,  and 
decision.  The  execution  was,  nevertheless,  fine, 
—  finer  possibly  than  will  be  ever  got  in  Eng- 
land, owing  to  the  peculiar  qualities  of  German 
voices,  which  are  generally  higher  than  ours  in 
compass.  By  this  the  altos  lose  sonority ;  and, 
in  truth,  are  for  the  most  part  somewhat  woolly 
and  wooden  mezzi  soprani  —  but  the  power  gained 
for  the  trebles  and  tenoi-s  in  music  forced  to  and 
kept  on  such  extreme  heights,  is  a  counterbal- 
ance, under  the  circumstances,  of  the  highest  pos- 
sible value. 

Ere  I  leave  the  Bonn  Festival,  I  must  lastly 
commemorate  as  the  most  magnificent  piece  of 
pianoforte  playing  'ivhich  I  ever  heard.  Dr.  Liszt's 
delivery  of  the  Concerto  in  E  flat.  It  has  been 
twice  my  good  fortune  to  hear  Mendelssohn 
delight  himself  (for  it  was  a  delight  to  him)  by 
playing  the  master's  more  wayward,  delicate, 
and  fascinating  Concerto  in  G  —  these  perform- 
ances marking  two  of  my  brightest  musical  hours; 
but  the  work  played  at  Bonn  is  the  grander  one, 
and  the  occasion  was  grander;  and  whereas  its 
deliverer  restrained  himself  within  all  the  limits 
that  the  most  sober  classicist  could  have  pre- 
scribed, he  still  rose  to  a  loftiness,  —  in  part 
ascribable  to  the  enthusiasm  of  time  and  place, 
in  part  referable  to  a  nature  chivalresque,  proud, 
and  poetical  in  no  common  degree,  —  which  I 
have  heard  no  other  instrumentalist  attain.  The 
weakness  and  insufficiency  of  this  instrument  was, 
somehow,  forgotten  in  the  glory  of  his  execu- 
tion. The  triumph  in  the  mind  of  the  execu- 
tant sustained  the  triumph  in  the  idea  of  the 
composition  without  strain,  without  spasm  ;  —  but 
with  a  breadtli,  and  depth,  and  height,  such  as 
made  the  genius  of  the  executant  approach  the 
genius  of  the  inventor.  That  such  approxima- 
tions do  exist  in  music,  though  few  and  far 
between,  I  have  long  ceased  to  doubt.  There 
are  players,  there  are  poets ;  —  and  as  a  poet, 
Liszt  was  possibly  never  so  sublimely  or  genuinely 
inspired  as  in  that  performance,  which  remains 
a  bright  and  precious  thing  in  the  midst  of  all  the 
curiously  particolored  recollections  of  that  Beet- 
hoven Festival  at  Bonn.  The  giver  of  the  feast 
(for  such  Liszt  was)  made  his  mark  there  by 
his  music  no  less  than  by  his  munificence. 


Music  in  Florence. 

[We  take  the  following  from  a  series  of  sprightly 
letters  from  Floi'ence,  which  have  appeared  during  the 
summer  in  the  Globe  at  Washington.] 

How  the  Italians  love  music. — Mme.  Peruzzi 
(nee  Eustaphieve). — Rossini. — A  second  Schu- 
bert (!) — 77ie  Pergola. —  Verdi's  '■^Trooatore" — 
Smaller  Theatres. — American  Artists. — Miss 
Hensler — Miss  Julia  Hill. 

Florence,  July,  1354. 
I  have  never  written  to  you  of  the  opera 
houses  and  theatres  which,  though  expensive  for 
the  rich  or  higher  classes,  are,  by  an  admirable 
arrangement,  always  cheap  for  the  poor,  and  may 
perhaps  be  considered  as  one  of  the  safety-valves 
of  this  old  city  as  well  as  of  most  continental 
towns  ;  for  do  3'ou  think  honest  mechanics  or  la- 
borers could  habitually  dine  on  bread  and  water, 
were  then-  lives  not  occasionally  enlivened  by  a 
feast  of  music,  or  hunger  and  poverty  forgotten 
in  the  pleasant  privilege  of  a  tolerable  opera  and 


a  superb  ballet  for /ice  cents.  The  great  operas 
of  Rossini,  Bellini,  and  Verdi,  are  as  rauc'h  sung 
and  as  highly  appreciated  ami  understood  by  the 
masses  in  Italy  as  "Yankee  Doodle"  or  "Lucy 
Long"  by  the  same  class  of  Americans,  and  you 
become  familiarized  with  all  the  beautiful  cho- 
ruses, trios,  and  arias  of  these  masters,  from  hear- 
ing them  sung  or  whistled  in  the  streets,  llubini 
in  his  best  days  dreaded  less  the  critique  of  a 
London  audience  than  that  of  a  small  Italian 
city.  Wo  to  the  unfortunate  singer  who  makes 
a  false  note !  they  hiss  him  unmercifully ;  his 
voice  may  be  worn  or  thin,  or  the  execution  of 
an  ornamental  passage  badly  given  or  entirely 
omitted, ■but  a  Florentine  considers- five  cents  too 
much,  if  forced  to  listen  to  false  notes.  I  must 
confess,  however,  that  so  far  as  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  judging,  amateur  music  is  more 
successfully  cultivated  in  the  United  States  than 
in  Italy ;  not  that  we  possess  as  much  genius  or 
love  for  music  as  the  Italians,  but  there  is  a  go- 
ahead  spirit  with  Americans  which  is  never  con- 
tented with  mediocrity  in  anything.  Amateur 
concerts  for  the  poor  are  not  unfrequent  in  Flo- 
rence. At  a  morning  concert  for  their  relief  the 
great  star  was  Madame  Peruzzi,  who  is  a  brilliant 
pianist,  but  she  is  the  daughter  of  the  Russian 
Consul  at  New  York,  and  received  her  musical 
education  in  the  United  States.  The  other  per- 
formers, both  vocal  and  instrumental,  were  only 
tolerable.  Even  the  soirees  of  Madame  Rossini, 
(wife  of  the  great  composer,  who  enjoys  the  dolce 
far  niente  in  a  beautiful  apartment  upon  the  Via 
Larga,)  are  not  fimied  for  their  good  music,  and 
when  any  Signora  or  Signorina  is  bold  enough  to 
launch  forth  in  arias  of  the  "  Barber,"  or  the 
Semiramide,  the  great  maiistro,  \  am  fold,  has  a 
habit  of  hastily  retreating  to  the  back  drawing- 
room,  (with  a  hand  on  either  ear,)  where  he  be- 
gins most  vigorously  to  cut  the  cake  and  make 
the  tea,  an  accomplishment  in  which  he  vainly 
imagines  that  he  excels.  jNIusical  composition  is, 
I  believe,  more  cultivated  and  better  understood 
by  amateurs  here  than  with  us.  The  "  Ro- 
mances" of  Poniatowski,  the  Tuscan  Embassador 
at  Paris,  are,  I  think,  quite  as  beautiful  as  the 
melodies  of  Schubert,  so  much  sung  and  so  greatly 
admired  in  America,  whilst  the  author  himself 
has  the  reputation  of  being  unrivaled  as  a  tenor 
singer,  possessing  a  voice  but  little,  if  at  all,  infe- 
rior to  that  of  Mario. 

During  the  winter  I  frequently  saw  Rossini 
upon  the  sunny  side  of  the  Arno — a  corpulent, 
comely,  and  well-dressed  old  gentleman,  with  his 
hands  behind  him  always — and  looking  as  if 
buried  in  thought.  He  is  rich  and  childless;  said 
to  be  fond  of  money,  but  kind  to  his  numerous 
relations.  His  admirers  cannot  forgive  him  for 
ceasing  to  compose ;  but  surely  he  has  not  buried 
his  talent.  The  "  Barber  of  Seville"  will  alone 
immortalize  him.  With  all  the  innumerable 
operas  of  the  day,  this  of  the  Barhiere  is  always 
the  opera  of  the  season  at  Paris,  where,  only  last 
winter,  all-  the  prima  donnas  disputed  for  the 
honor  of  singing  in  it ;  and  Alboni  refused  to 
sign  her  contract  without  the  insertion  of  a  clause 
giving  her  the  privilege  of  appearing  in  it  a-cer- 
tain  number  of  times. 

The  Pergola  is  the  grand  opera  house  of  Flo- 
rence, really  a  beautiful  theatre ;  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  arrangement  of  the  boxes,  it  presents, 
when  crowded,  a  'much  less  brilliant  appearance 
than  an  American  theatre  filled  with  a  well- 
dressed  audience.  The  boxes — of  which  there 
are  five  tiers — are  handsomely  fitted  up  with 
arm-chairs,  cushions,  and  mirrors;  but  all  private. 
From  each  box  you  have  only  a  foreground  of 
some  three  or  four  persons,  except  with  your  op- 
posite neighbors,  where,  in  addition  to  the  fore- 
ground, you  have  a  back  scene  of  visitors  passing 
in  and  out,  refreslnuents  being  handed,  flirtations, 
diamonds,  fans,  bouquets,  and  white  gloves.  The 
presentation  of  a  new  opera  is  always  an  event, 
and  whether  good  or  bad,  attracts,  for  the  first 
night,  a  crowded  house.  If  it  takes,  the  fame 
and  fortune  of  the  composer  is  made.  The  ItaK 
ians  will  listen  to  if,  night  after  night,  for  even 
sixty  nights  in  succession,  with  apparently  in- 
creased pleasure.  The  Trovatore  is  one  of  these 
favorite  operas,  and  was  given  for  the  first  time 
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at  Florence  in  tlie  autumn  of  1853.  The  Grand 
Duke  and  all  the  Court  attended  in  full  dress; 
the  boxes  of  the  nobility  upon  the  second  tier 
were  crowded,  whilst  the  pit  was  filled  to  sutfo- 
cation,  and  the  orchestral  corps  tuned  up  horns- 
and  violins  with  unusual  care.  In  the  crowd  of 
the  pit,  near   our   bo.x,  I  recognized  old   Pappi 

V s,  solfeggio  master.      He  is   very   sallow, 

very  fat,  and  carries  his  head  upon  his  breast,  as 
if  lost  in  a  musical  trance,  until  roused  by  some 
touching  passage,  be,  with  hands  clasped  and 
eyes  turned  upwards,  electrifies  tlie  children  by 
poing  ofl'  into  a  little  musical  convulsion.  There 
is  nothing  in  that  first  chorus  to  bring  on  the  con- 
vulsion ;  the  audience  applaud  moderatefy,  whilst 
Pappi,  without  raising  his  head,  groans  out,  "  sine 
hravo."  The  Albertini  appears,  and  is  received 
with  a  storm  of  applause.  She  gives  her  air. 
How  beautiful  the  music  !  But,  hark  !  how  exqui- 
site that  air  of  the  Trovatore,  who,  behind  the 
scenes,  sings  to  an  accompaniment  of  the  harp. 
So  still  is  the  house,  1  can  hear  the  whisper  of  that 
young  English  girl  in  the  adjoining  box.  Thun- 
ders of  applause  follow.  "  Bis  !  his!  Braoissimi .' 
bellissimi .'"  Old  Pappi,  with  hands  clasped,  and 
eyes  turned  to  heaven,  exclaims-:  "  Che  hella  miis- 
ica."  The  gipsy  appears,  and  sings  her  story  of 
wrongs  and  crime.  Immense  applause.  But 
alas  !  the  poor  basso  makes  a  false  note.  Hiss ! 
biss  !  hiss !  is  heard  from  every  part  of  the  pit.  He 
beai-s  it  manfully,  and  the  pit  is  soon  put  in  good 
humor  by  the  beauty  of  the  music  and  his  really 
fine  voice.  We  have  come  to  the  last  act.  The 
Trovatore  from  his  prison  window  sings  his  last 
adieu  to  Leonora,  who  upon  the  stage  sobs  out  her 
farewell  in  return.  What  musical"  sobs  !  What 
divine  music!  ^The  Albertini  was  herself  My 
little  English  beauty— evidently  from  her  innocent 
young  face  fresh  from  the  nursery — sobs  in  sym- 
pathy. In  the  interest  and  beauty  of  the  scene  I 
had  forgotten  Pappi ;  but  there  he  is ;  the  convul- 
sion is  upon  him  ;  he  has  risen  from  his  seat,  and 
shrieks  out  frantically:  ''bellissimol  bravissimo! 
Ah,  Maestro  Verdi!  Che  bella  musical"  The 
house  is  in  an  uproar ;  hundreds  of  bouquets  are 
thrown  upon  the  stage  ;  such  bouquets  as  one  only 
sees  in  Florence.  You  are  deafened  with  the 
cries  of  "  Bis  !  his  !" — encore,  encore.  That  box 
of  the  Ponjatowski  rains  flowers ;  mammoth  bou- 
quets, all  violets ;  others  all  heliotrope,  or  carna- 
tions, or  eamelias.  The  theatre  is  filled  with  their 
fragrance.  But  look — from  the  orchestra  appears 
a  crowning  honor.  A  flour  barrel  is  not  a  poet- 
ical association ;  but  I  can  give  you  no  better  idea 
of  the  size  of  a  bouquet  of  rarest  exotics,  handed 
up  by  two  men.  How  gay  it  looks,  with  its 
streamerspf  costly  ribbands'!  Again  the  shouts  of 
'' Bravissimi"  and  "  JeWsszTOi" "are  renewed.  I 
catch  the  enthusiasm,  and  break  a  beautiful  fan  in 
the  effort  to  give  it  expression.  The  curtain  rises 
again.  There  they  all  are— Trovatore,  Leonora, 
and  the  gipsy — bowing,  courtesying,  and  smiling, 
as  if  they  had  not  five  minutes  before  died  to  the 
admiration  of  the  whole  house,  and  looking  as  if 
quite  ready  to  again,  should  the  audience  require 
it,  which  they  do  by  continuing  to  cry,  "  Bis  !  bis  ! 
his!"  In  a  few  minutes  we  have  them  all  upon 
the  stage  again.  Albertini  is  exhausted,  and  sings 
indifferently;  my  little  beauty  in  the  next  box 
laughs  heartily,  for  she  now  realizes  that  it  iaonly 
a  scene,  and  I  leave,  having  had  quite  music  and 
e.xcitement  enough  for  one  evening. 

But  I  must  not  forget  that  there  are  other  thea- 
tres in  Florence.  There  is  the  Teatro  Nuovo, 
where  the  Italians  delight  themselves  with  the 
plays  of  their  favorite  Goldoni ;  and  there  are  the 
small  opera  houses,  (half  paul  entrance  to  the  pit,^ 
where  the  best  operas  are  given  by  third  rate  or 
broken  down  artists,  followed  by  magnificent  bal- 
lets. Then  there  is  the  Stentorella,  where  forest- 
iere,  as  well  as  Italians,  go  to  laugh.  A'nd  for 
three  months  in  the  year  there  is  a  French  com- 
pany, generally  well  supported,  for  all  classes  of 
people  upon  the  continent  seem  to  understand  and 
speak  this  language.     After  Lent  there  was  an 

excellent  company,  with  Mad'Ue as  star. 

On  the  evening  of  her  benefit  the  play  of  La  vie 
en  Rose  was  given,  the  house  was  crowded  with 
a  brilliant  audience,  and  conspicuous  in  one  of  the 
boxes,  surrounded  by  beaux,  was   the  beautiful 


Lady  X .     This  Lady  is  the  daughter  of  one 

of  England's  great  Earls,  and  is  a  perfect  realiza- 
tion of  one's  idea  of  a  patrician  beauty — but,  alas  ! 
onlj/  famous  for  her  beauty  and  her  gallantries. 
The  play  increases  in  interest,  and  all  eyes  are 
turned  upon  the  stage,  when  a  shriek  from  the  box 

of  Lady  X ,  and  the  words  "  C'est,  c'est  moi" 

startle  the  whole  house.  Poor  Lady  X is  car- 
ried out  insensible.  I  suppose  her  memories  were 
awakened,  or  may  we  not  charitably  suppose  her 
conscience  was  touched  by  the  incidents  of  the 
play. 

American  artists  have  taken  a  high  position  in 
Italy.  Whilst  the  studios  of  Powers,  Edwin 
White  and  Hart,  are  visited  by  all  strangers 
sojourning  or  passing  through  Florence,  we  are 
not  unrepresented  in  music.  There  are  two  young 
girls  here  from  Boston,  who  promise  to  take  a  higli 
position  as  singers.  Miss  Hensler  (who  is  only 
eighteen)  took  the  second  prize  at  the  conservatory 
in  Paris,  and  is  engaged  as  prima  donna,  for  fifteen 
months,  by  the  manager  of  La  Scala  at  Milan, 
where  she  makes  her  debut  the  first  of  Decem.ber. 
She  is  studying,  with  Romani,  the  operas  in  which 
she  is  to  make  her  first  appearance  before  the 
Milanese.  Should  she  have  ph)'sical  strength  for 
the  fatigues  of  the  stage,  I  predict  for  her.  a  bril- 
liant career.  Her  voice  is  one  of  wonderful  pow- 
er and  sweetness,  her  method  excellent;  and  there 
is  something  so  honest,  truthful,  and  child-like 
about  this  young  girl,  that  you  are  irresistibly  im- 
pressed wiih  the  conviction  that  she  will  pass  un- 
scathed through  all  the  temptations  of  the  stage. 
Julia  Hill  is  the  favorite  pupil  of  the  great 
maestro  Romani,  and  so  young  that  her  voice  is 
not  fully  developed,  but  she  has  an  earnestness 
and  abandon  in  singing,  and  she  has  notes  that 
always  recall  to  my  recollection  Crinelli.  Her 
voice  is  highly  sympathetic,  and  so  fresh  and 
youthful,  that  in  listening  to  her  one's  heart  is 
touched. 


THE     BOBOLINK. 

From  the  (Cincinnati)  Phonographic  Magazine. 

A  SEMI-PARODX  :  —  ET  THOMAS  DILL. 

Bobolink,  that  in  the  meadcw, 
Or  beneath  the  orchard's  shadow, 
Keepest  up  a  constant  rattle, 
Joj'ous  as  my  cliildren's  prattle, 
Welcome  to  the  North  again. 
Welcome  to  m}'  ear  thy  strain, 
Welcome  to  my  ej-e  the  sight 
Of  thy  buff,  thy  black  and  while. 

Brighter  plumes  may  greet  the  sun, 
By  the  banks  of  Amazon; 
Sweeter  tones  may  weave  the  spell 
Of  enchanting  Pliilomel; 
But  the  tropic  bird  would  fail, 
And  the  Englisli  nightingale, 
If  we  should  compare  their  worth 
With  thine  endless  gushing  mirth. 

AVhen  the  ides  of  Hay  are  past, 
June  and  summer  nearing  fast, 
From  the  deptlis  of  blue  above 
Comes  the  mighty  breath  of  love; — 
Calling  out  each  bud  and  flower 
With  resistless,  viewless  power, — 
Waking  hope  and  fond  desire, 
Kindling  the  erotic  fire. 
Filling  youth  and  maiden's  dreams 
With  mysterious  pleasing  themes. 
Then  amid  the  sunlight  clear, 
Floating  in  the  fragrant  air, 
Thou  dost  fill  each  heart  with  pleasure, 
By  thy  glad,  ecstatic  measure. 

Single  note  so  sweet  and  low, 
Like  a  full  heart's  overflow, 
Forms  the  prelude; — but  the  strain 
Ne'er  repeats  that  note  again ; 
For  the  wild  and  saucy  song 
Leaps  and  skips  the  notes  among, 
With  such  quick  and  merrj'  play, 
Ne'er  was  madder,  merrier  lay. 


Gayest  songster  of  the  Spring ! 
All  thy  notes  before  me  bring 


Visions  of  some  dream-built  land 
Where,  by  constant  zephyrs  fanned, 
I  might  w-alk  the  live-long  day, 
Embosomed  in  perpetual  May. 
Nor  care,  nor  fear  thy  bosom  knows ; 
For  thee  a  tempest  never  blows ; 
But,  when  our  northern  summer  's  o'er. 
By  Delaware  or  Schuylkill's  shore 
"The  wild  rice  lifts  its  airy  head, 
And  royal  feasts  for  thee  are  spread. 

And  should  the  winter  chase  thee  there, 
Thy  tireless  winga  shall  own  no  fear, 
But  bear  thee  to  some  Southern  coast. 
Far  beyond  all  reach  of  frost. 

Bobolink,  still  let  thy  gladness 

Take  from  me  all  taint  of  sadness, 

Fill  my  soul  with  trust  unshaken 

In  that  Being  who  has  taken 

Care  for  every  living  thing. 

In  Summer,  Winter,  Fall,  and  Spring. 

Push   JibrwRK 

!E3n  gland. 

Liverpool. — The  great  three  daj's'  festival,  by  which 
the  new  Grand  Hall,  called  St.  George's,  was  inaugura- 
ted on  the  18th,  19th  and  20th  ult.,  is  pronounced  a  failure, 
the  audiences  at  the  six  nnorning  and  evening  concerts 
ranging  from  2,800  down  to  450  persons,  and  making  a 
total  of  7,300.  The  inauguration  proper,  on  Monday 
morning,  consisted  of  the  national  anthem,  Avith  solo 
Terses  by  Sims  Reeves,  Formes  and  Clara  Novello,  and 
the  "  Messiah"  given  by  a  chorus  of  300  and  an  orches- 
tra of  100  ;  the  principal  singers,  besides  the  above,  be- 
ing Mmes.  Castellan,  Weiss,  Lockey,  Dolby,  Viardot, 
&c.,  and  Messrs.  Lockey,  Weiss,  Gardoni  and  Belletti. 
At  the  evening  miscellaneous  concerts,  the  hall  was  very 
empty.     It  looked  magnificent  lighted  up. 

On  Tuesday ."  Elijah  "  was  performed,  and  again  a 
miscellaneous  concert  in  the  evening.  On  Wednesday, 
tlie  two  first  parts  of  the  *'  Creation  "  and  the  whole  of 
Spohr's  "  Last  Judgment."  In  the  evening  the  musical 
proceedings  teraninated  with  "  The  People's  Concert," 
at  half-a-crown.  The  towns-people  were  "  wroth  to  a 
pitch  "  with  Clara  Novello,  Sims  Reeves,  Belletti,  Gardo- 
ni and  Formes,  because  they  did  not  stay  to  sing  at  this 
concert,  and  extolled  Viardot  **  to  the  ninth  heavens" 
because  she  did  sing. 

St.  George's  Hall  is  the  joint  result  of  two  movements: 
one  on  the  part  of  the  directors  of  an  old  triennial  musi- 
cal festival,  to  provide  a  hall  especially  for  that  festival; 
and  the  other  on  the  part  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation 
of  Liverpool,  to  provide  better  accommodations  for  the 
law  courts.  From  a  number  of  designs  that  of  Mr.  Hen- 
ry Lonsdale  Elmes,  a  London  architect,  was  accepted. 
The  building  was  commenced  in  1S41.  Mr.  Ehues  died 
before  its  completion  and  Mr.  Cockerell  was  appointed 
to  succeed  him.  This  year  witnessed  the  completion  of 
an  architectural  work  which  has  been  pronounced  one  of 
the  most  imposing  combinations  of  beautiful,  massive, 
classic  designs  exisfliig.  Some  extracts  from  a  desciip- 
tion  of  it  in  Tlie  Siranger''&  Vade  Mecunij  or  Liverpool  Bt- 
scnbed,  will  be  of  interest ; 

The  compopition  ia  a  unity  of  several  styles,  the  Corinthian 
order  prevailing  throughout.  The  northern  aspect  is  semi- 
circular, the  columns  being  eight  in  number,  and  attached. 
Viewing  it  from  the  north-east,  a  very  striking  effect  is  pro- 
duced by  this  projection,  and  the  long  row  of  pillars  of  the 
eastern  fa<;ade.  This  is  the  longest  aspect  of  the  building, 
and  is  140  yards  ;  the  columns  rising  to  the  hight  of  45  feet, 
each  four-and-a-half  feet  in  thickness.  The  central  colonnade 
■advances  25  feet,  and  extends  200  feet  ;  on  either  side  the  su- 
bordinate portion  of  the  facade  is  extremely  effective,  and  a 
striking  contrast  has  been  produced  by  the  introduciion  of 
square  pillars,  and  pediments  for  statuary  on  the  screen  which 
rises  between  them.  Looking  upon  the  building  now  from  the 
south-east,  another  change  presents  itself,  and  it  is  the  most 
comm  inding  view  which  can  be  obtained.  The  eye  takes  in  the 
whole  range  of  columns  in  the  eastern  facade,  and  those  of  the 
southern  entrance.  The  south  front  h  a  noble  design  and 
specimen  of  workmanship,  and  were  it  not  that  the  ground 
sinks  rapidly  the  effect  would  be  complete.  A  terrace,  how- 
ever, has  been  constructed,  from  which  the  portico  and  its 
sty  lobate  (carried  onto  the  eastern  side)  arise.  The  height 
from  the  ground-line  to  the  pediment  is  95  feet.  In  this  por- 
tico, whioh  recedes  24  feet,  there  is  a  double  row  of  massive, 
lofty  pillars,  eight  in  front  and  four  within  ;  and  above  these 
is  a  piece  of  emblematic  sculpture,  specially  worthy  of  careful 
inspection. 

The  western  side  is  different  from  any  of  the  other  three, 
yet  similar  in  the  style.  Corresponding  with  the  projecting 
facade  at  the  opposite  side  we  have  a  lofty  screen,  with  sijuare 
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Corinthian  pillars,  extending  upwards.  In  tliis  screen  Tv-in- 
dows  light  up  the  numerous  small  apai'tments  connected  with 
the  courts  of  law ;  and  abo'^e,  receding  several  yards,  are  the 
Bide  windows,  which  throw  light  into  the  interior.  The  work- 
manship within  is  massive,  like  fhat  without,  much  of  the 
carpentry  being  of  oak,  and  all  hi;,^hly  finLshed.  ■\Vithin  we 
find  many  apartments,  most  of  which  are  subordinated  to  the 
grand  purposes  of  the  hall— the  courts  of  law. 

There  are  three  entrances  to  this  magnificent  building,  after 
passing  the  approaches.  The  chief  one  is  by  the  southern 
portico,  on  each  side  of  which  a  noble  staii-eaFe  leads  to  the  re- 
cessed galleries  of  the  great  hall,  and  to  tbe  minor  apartments, 
including  the  frandjury  room.  The  northern  entrance  U 
through  an  apartment  under  the  semicircular  concert-room,  in 
which  is  a  tlight  of  steps,  and  numerous  pillars  supporting  the 
massive  fabric  above.  This  leads  also  to  the  central  hall,  and 
to  the  concert-room,  but  primarily  to  tlie  Crown  Court,  situ- 
ated between  the  central  hall  and  the  public  room  above  the 
entrance  hall.  The  third  entrance  is  from  the  eastern  facade, 
opening  directly  into  the  corridor,  which  passes  round  tbe  hall. 
Judging  frnm  the  impression  upon  our  own  mind,  we  would 
recommend  the  stranger  to  view  tbe  central  hall  first  from  tbe 
galleries,  then  from  the  raised  steps  at  the  end  opposite  the 
organ.  The  effect  is  very  fine;  and  the  Grreco-Ttalian  style, 
well  carried  out,  with  so  much  ornament,  yet  bo  chaste,  im- 
presses the  spectator  with  the  grandeur  of  the  building  and 
the  munificence  of  the  Corporation.  It  is  to  be  regretted, 
however,  that  the  organ  has  shut  off  the  distance  wliicli  was 
given  to  the  building  by  the  Civil  Court.  This  hall  measures 
167  feet  by  77,  and  rises  by  an  arched  roof  running  along  the 
hall  to  a  great  elevation,  tbe  height  being  82  feet.  It  is  lighted 
by  gallery  windows  in  the  west,  and  by  windows  near  the°roof, 
in  arched  recesses,  at  tlie  ends.  The  breadth  of  tbe  hall  is  in- 
creased to  100  feet  by  ten  recesses,  five  on  either  side,  12  fe?t 
in  depth,  containing  five  rows  of  benches.  The  organ  is 
placed  at  the  north  end,  occupying  tbe  space  betweim  four  of 
the  lofty,  beautifully  polished  red  granite  pillars  which  sup- 
port the  roof,  and  nearly  filling  the  entire  breadth  of  the  hall. 
The  organ  gallery  projects  inwards  in  a  semicircle,  and  is  sup- 
ported by  HK  lijvht  red  granite  pillars.  At  tbe  other  end, 
and  approached  from  the  floor  by  a  flight  of  steps,  is  a  lofty 
door,  between  two  grey  granite  pillars,  leading  to  the  Crown 
Court.  There  are  six  entrances  to  the  ground  floor  of  the 
hall,  three  on  either  side,  from  "the  long  corridors.  These  are 
flanked  wirh  grey  granite,  on  which  are  hung  brass  doors  of 
remarkable  workmanship.  The  expense  of  these  metallic  doors 
is  said  to  be  about  2,000/.  The  floor  is  sunk  a  little  in  tbe 
centre,  which  produces  a  fine  effect,  and  when  used  as  a  ball 
room  will  contribute  to  the  interests  of  the  spectators.  But 
then  it  will  be  boarded. 

The  great  hall  is  paved  with  tesselated  tiles,  manufactured 
by  Miuton.     The  design  is  beautiful. 

Looking  upwards  to  the  galleries,  the  balustrade  is  remark- 
ably striking.  This  is  composed  of  black  and  variegated  mar- 
ble, with  serpentine  slabs  at  intervals.  Serpentine  is  likewise 
introduced  upon  the  walls.  The  roof  is  supported  upon  22  red 
granite  pillars  of  large  diameter.  Rising  above  the  capitals, 
and  between  the  minor  arches  of  the  galleries,  are  12  emble- 
matic sculptures  in  bas  relief,  white  on  pale  blue— extremely 
beautiful  and  chaste.  Within  each  of  these  ten  galleries  the 
work  of  the  sculptor  has  further  adorned  tlie  building,  and  the 
ceiling,  which  is  arched,  is  one  of  the  most  splendid  specimens 
of  chaste  decoration.  The  15  shields,  duly  blazoned,  and  the 
gilded  stars,  are  the  most  striking  objects  ;  but  one  knows  not 
whether  most  to  admire  the  classic  character  of  the  designs 
about  tbe  ceiling,  or  the  coloring  of  pale  blue  and  white  and 
delicate  red  with  which  the  work  is  finished.  In  niches  be- 
tween the  pillars  are  twenty  white  marble  plinths  for  statues. 

Hhe  lighting  of  the  gorgeous  ball  is  very  satisfactory,  and  the 
designs  of  the  burners  are  in  keeping  with  their  architecture. 
Before  each  of  the  ten  recesses  a  gasalier  depends  from  a  design 
in  the  ceiling,  representing  the  prow  of  a  ship.  This  projects 
the  burners  under  the  great  arch,' and  produces  little  shadow, 
and,  aa  the  lights  range  with  the  capitals  of  the  columns,  the 
eye  is  not  distressed  with  undue  brilliancy.  The  burners  are 
arranged  in  double  circlets. 

The  oandelabras,  or  "  giisaliers,"  in  brass  and  bronze,  are  of 
Grecian  design,  though  elaborate,  extremely  light,  and  graceful. 
Of  these  there  are  10,  which  emit  a  multitude  of  jets  of  gas, 
from  five-pointed  stars,  with  unprecedented  brilliancy  of  effect. 
Every  one  of  the  candelabras,  bearing  140  jets,  gives  a  total  of 
1,400 — which  is  ample  and  splendid.  Yet  there  is  no  oppres- 
sive heat,  the  hall  being  lofty  and  spacious,  and  the  ventilation 
satisfactory. 

The  conce  -t-room,  at  the  north  end  of  the  building,  is  horse- 
shoe shaped,  and  elegantly  fitted  up,  the  boxes  running  round 
being  very  handsome.  There  is  a  spacious  orchestral  arrange- 
ment, but  there  is  no  organ. 

Tlie  impression  of  the  acoustic  qualities  of  this  hall, 
as  reported  in  the  Aluskal  World,  seems  not  to  have  been 
very  favorable.  The  five  recesses  on  each  side  were 
found  inimical  to  tbe  musical  effect  of  great  masses  of 
voices  and  instruments.  The  great  Organ,  built  express- 
ly for  the  hall,  possesses  108  stops  and  S,000  pipes,  and 
cost  £8,000.  Dr.  Wesley  was  the  desigiier,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
lis the  builder. 

The  Norwich  Festival  was  concluded  on  Friday, 
15tli  ult ,  with  Handel's  "  Messiah,"  before  an  audience 
of  1,350  persons.     The  Mu&.  World ^^y%: 

All  the  principal  singers,  except  Lablache,  were  em- 
ployed, and  the  general  execution  of  Handel's  master- 
piece, was  as  grand  impressive  and  correct,  as  could 
possibly  liave  been  desired.  The  only  new  feature  was 
Madame  liosio's  "  Rejoice  greatly,"  which  was  one 
among  the  numerous  encores  that  prolonged  the  duration 
of  the  oratorio  to  such  an  unseasonable  hour,  and  which, 
though  surprisingly  fluent  and  brilliant,  did  not  come  up 
to  the  expectations  formed  by  her  singing  at  the  rehearsal, 
in  consequence  of  tlie  lady's  extreme  nervousness.  This 
was  Madame  ISosio's  first  attempt  at  English  sacred 
music.  A  more  auspicious  beginning  could  not  have 
been  desired. 

Tbe  band,  (vocal  and  instrumental)  consisted  of  400 
performers,  Mr.  Benedict  being  conducter.  The  music 
consisted,  besides  the'above,  of; 


Tuesday  morning.  The  National  Anthem;  Rossini's 
Sliihat  Maier ;  the  Ninety-first  Psjilm  {for  voices  only) 
by  Meyerbeer,  {solos  by  Mme.  Novello,  Miss  Dolby, 
Sims  Reeves  and  Weiss);  and  selections  from  Guglielmi, 
Spohr,  Stradella  and  Cherubini. —  Evening.  Handel's 
"  Acis  and  Galatea,'*  preceded  by  miscellaneous  selec- 
tions. 

Wednesday  morning.  Beethoven's  Mass  in  C;  Haydn's 
"  Creation." — Evening.  Selections  from  Beethoven,  Men- 
delssohn, Cagnoni,  Rossini,  Hau?nnann,  Donizetti,  C. 
Festa,  Flotow,  Boieldieu,  Lindsay  Sloper,  Purcell,  We- 
ber and  Spohr.     (Variety  with  a  vengeance!). 

Thtirsdny morning.  "Elijah." — Evening,  Parti.  Men- 
delssohn's *' Italian  "  Symphony;  selections  from  Nico- 
lai,  Sainton,  Bellini,  Verdi,  Benedict,  Blnmenthal,  Doni- 
zetti, Howard  Glover,  H-  W.  Weiss,  and  Meyerbeer. 
Part  II.  Selections  from  Mozart,  viz:  Overture  io  Zaiv- 
herflote;  Air ^  VAddio,  by  Miss  Dolby;  Cavatina  from 
"  Don  Juan,"  Dalln  sua  pace  CReeves) ;  Air  from  "The 
Seraglio,"  (Herr  Reichardt);  Nonpiu  andrai  (Lablache); 
Duet  from  "  Figaro,"  Sull  'aria  (Castellan  and  Novello); 
Za  ci  f7l^re77^  (Castellan  and  Belletti);  D eh  vieni  {Mme. 
Novello);  BalH,  haiii  (Bosio);  and  the  finale  to  the  first 
act  of  "  Don  Juan." 

For  their  services  at  this  Festival,  Clara  Novello  and 
Bosio  were  each  paid  £300,  and  Lablache,  Gardoni  and 
Belletti  £150  each,  making  $5,250  for  the  five. 

Grermany. 

Vienna. — Spontini's  Ferdinand  Cortez  has  been  re- 
vived at  the  Imperial  Opera  House,  after  a  lapse  of  two- 
and-twenty  years.  The  reproduction  of  this  opera  exci- 
ted great  curiosity,  and  the  house  was  densely  crowded. 
Herr  Steger  sustained  the  part  of  the  Spanish  general, 
but  his  performance  was  anvthinc  but  first  rate.  Madlle. 
La  Grua  was  the  Amazili,  and  Herr  Beck.  Velasco.  The 
orchestra  was  steady  and  effective,  under  the  direction 
of  HerrEckert.  Thepublic  were  loud  in  their  applause. 
The  Imperial  Privat-theater  in  dorf  Josefstndt  was  opened 
on  the  16th  inst.,  under  the  direction  of  Herr  J.  Swobo- 
da,  with  Herr  Meisl's  Schwarze  Frazt. 

Berlin. — Two  small  operas,  Czar  und  Zimmermnnn 
and  Johann  von  Pans,  have  been  given  at  the  Royal  Op- 
era House,  as  stop -gaps,  before  the  reappearance  of 
Mdlle.  Johanna  Wacner,  which  takes  place  in  a  few  days. 

The  second  quartet  soiree  of  Herren  Oertling.  Reh- 
brium,  Wendt  and  Birnbach.  took  place  in  Sr>mmer's 
Rooms.  The  proffrnmme  was  composed  of  Mozart's 
quartet  in  D  minor.  Schubert's  quartet  in  A  minor,  and 
that  in  F  major  (Op.  18)  by  Beethoven.  On  the  same 
evenin?.  Herr  Bock,  the  music-publisher,  cave  a  concert 
in  his  saloons,  for  the  purpose  of  introducina  Miss  Mir- 
tinac.  a  pupil  of  Mad.  Dulcken.  to  a  Berlin  public.  The 
young  lady  was  very  well  received. — A  performance  un- 
der roynl  patronage,  will  shortly  be  given  at  the  Imperial 
Opera  House,  for  the  benefit  of  the  sufferers  by  the  re- 
cent inundation  in  Silesia. — A  concert  of  Sacred  Music 
will,  also,  be  given  for  the  same  object  bv  the  Koniglich- 
er-Domchor,  as  well  as  a  performance  of  Haydn'a  Crea- 
tion in  the  Garnisonkirche. 

Dresden. — The  manufncture  of  cheap  musical  in- 
struments forms  an  important  branch  of  commerce  in 
many  places  in  Saxony,  Two  small  towns,  Neukir- 
chen  and  Klingenthal  nlone  produce,  everv  year,  a  total 
of  V2  610  violins  at  4'4-,500  thnlers.  Thev  also  make  2fi45 
dozen  guitars,  worth  .32.80  thalers,  GOO  double-basses, 
worth  4.000  thalers,  3.000  violoncellos,  worth  8.000  tha- 
lers, as  well  as  strings  to  the  amount  of  60,000  thalers. 
Most  of  the  instruments  are  sent  abroad. —  0)r.  London 
Musical  World. 
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Musical  libraries. 

Of  the  literary  and  scientific  culture  and  ap- 
preciation of  a  community,  its  libraries,  public, 
corporate  and  private,  are  generally  a  good  in- 
dex. The  thirst  for  knowledge  calls  for  and  will 
have  these  reservoirs.  So  the  taste  for  Fine  Arts 
creates  picture  and  sculpture  galleries.  With 
the  taste  for  Music  it  is  somewhat  different,  inas- 
much as  we  seek  our  acquaintance  with  its  mas- 
terpieces for  the  most  part  directly  through  the 
ear ;  concerts  and  public  performances  give  a 
livelier,  if  a  more  evanescent  pleasure  than  the 
written  word  in  books  and  libraries  ;  these  to  the 
dilettante  public  take  the  place  of  musical  libra- 


ries, as  theatrical  representations  may  have  done 
with  multitudes  who  could  not  read  a  poem. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  impossible  that  many  persons 
should  love  to  hear  Mozart  and  Beethoven,  with- 
out wishing  to  know  something  about  them,  per- 
sonally, historically,  and  potentially,  as  they  have 
influenced  the  progress  of  the  Science  and  the 
Art.  It  is  impossible  that  in  a  community  of 
music-lovers  there  should  not  be  many  persons 
intellectually  curious  concerning  music,  who  wish 
to  read  and  be  informed  about  it;  who  wish  to 
comprehend  it  theoretically,  historically,  a3stheti- 
cally  ;  to  discriminate  its  schools  and  styles  ;  and 
who  therefore  wish  to  have  the  treasures  of  its 
history  collected  in  their  midst,  where  they  may 
turn  to  them,  and  find  what  each  ago  has  pro- 
duced, what  music  has  been  written,  and  what 
thoughts  written  about  music. 

Boston  is  intellectually  curious  enough  about 
all  things  which  it  loves,  or  at  all  appreciates,  to 
feel  the  importance  of  good  libraries  of  the  trea- 
sures of  a  language  so  devoutly  listened  to  here 
as  the  language  of  tones,  or  Music.  What  has 
been  done  towards  the  collection  of  such,  by  pi-i- 
vate  or  associated  effort,  is  as  yet  but  trifling 
compared  with  what  may  be  done,  and  what  it  is 
quite  time  that  we  should  be  beginning,  on  a  gen- 
erous and  systematic  policy,  to  do.  Yet  there  have 
been  some  significant  beginnings ;  and  it  will  be 
well  that  these  be  known  more  generally  than 
they  are,  so  that  any  promising  and  convenient 
nuclens  for  future  increase  may  more  effectuallj' 
invite  attention  from  individuals  who  would,  (if 
they  knew  how)  dispose  of  their  own  little  frag- 
mentary collections  in  a  way  to  serve  their  ends 
more  permanently  as  parts  of  a  more  and  more 
complete  whole. 

AVe  copied  a  few  weeks  since  from  a  Newport 
paper  an  account  of  the  musical  library  collected 
by  Mr.  Albrecht,  of  the  Germania  Society,  and 
by  him  presented  to  the  Icarian  Community  at 
Nauvoo.  It  consisted  of  478  works,  in  665  vols. 
These,  it  should  be  observed,  were  books  and 
periodicals  relating  to  music,  and  not  works  of 
music,  musical  compositions.  The  same  account 
furnished  statistics  of  several  other  libraries,  which 
require  correction.  It  remarked  truly  enough, 
that,  in  the  public  libraries  in  this  country,  out  of 
80,000  or  100,000  volumes,  scarcely  fifty  related 
to  music.  Why  should  not,  not  only  musical  lit- 
erature, but  music, — the  recorded  musical  as  well 
as  verbal  inspirations  of  all  ages, — -be  treasured 
up  and  made  accessible  in  all  such  intellectual 
repositories  ?  All  reason  to  the  contrary  will 
surely  vanish  just  so  soon  as  society  esteems  music 
as  it  esteems  literature.  And  we  are  tending 
rapidly  in  this  community  to  that  happy  point. 
How  is  it  in  Italy,  in  France,  in  the  English  Uni- 
versities, above  all  in  Germany  ?  In  the  royal 
library  at  Berlin,  if  we  remember  rightly,  the 
number  of  volumes  and  manuscripts  pertaining  to 
music  alone  is  estimated  at  at  least  50,000. 

Before  leaving  this  topic,  we  may  mention  a 
hopeful  symptom  which  presented  itself  to  us  a 
few  days  since  at  that  excellent  new  institution, 
the  Public  Library  of  Boston.  A  volume  of 
bona  fide,  music  (Rimbault's  collection  of  old 
English  Services)  was  shown  to  us  by  one  of  the 
librarians,  as  a  work  just  imported.  By  the  large 
and  admirable  policy  of  that  library,  every  citi- 
zen may  call  for  books;  and  every  book  called 
for,  and  not  belonging  to  the  library,  is  imme- 
diately procured  and  added.     As  the  first  draft 
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for  music  has  been  so  promptly  honored,  may  we 
not  indulge  a  hope  that  the  Boston  Public  Library 
■will  one  day  become  a  valuable  depository  of 
music  as  well  as  of  literature  and  science  V  We 
may  add,  too,  that  on  the  tables  of  its  admirably 
furnished  reading  room,  for  periodicals,  may  al- 
ways be  found  the  latest  number  of  the  Leipsic 
Neue  Zeitschift  fur  Musib,  and  other  m*usical 
journals. 

The  article  referred  to  next  alludes  to  two 
other  private  musical  libraries  in  this  country, 
that  of  Dr.  La  Koche,  in  Philadelphia,  and  that 
of  Mr.  Lowell  Mason,  both  of  which  are  stated  to 
consist  of  only  about  400  volumes.  This  we  know 
to  be  entirely  too  low  an  estimate  as  it  regards 
the  latter.  Mr.  Mason's  collection  of  volumes  of 
music,  and  of  musical  literature  or  science, 
amounted  to  two  or  three  thousands,  before  it  re- 
ceived the  valuable  accession  of  the  German  li- 
brary of  Dr.  Rink.  It  probably  now  numbers 
nearer  4,000  than  400  volumes.  The  Newport 
writer,  however,  may  have  had  in  view  books 
about  music  only,  and  not  musical  compositions. 
Mr.  Mason  has  always  opened  his  collection  very 
liberally  to  all  who  had  the  disposition  or  ability 
to  profit  by  it ;  and  now  that  he  has  removed  to 
New  York,  it  will  doubtless  become  of  great  use 
in  connection  with  the  "  Normal  Institute,"  or  sort 
of  native  Conservatory,  which  is  grooving  up  about 
him  there. 

Finally,  the  library  of  the  "  Harvard  Musical 
Association  "  is  named,  and  it  is  to  this  that  we 
wish  especially  to  draw  attention.  This  associa- 
tion, as  not  all  of  our  readers  perhaps  are  aware, 
hails  properly  from  the  University  at  Cambridge, 
although  its  library  is  kept  and  many  of  its  meet- 
ings held  m  Boston.  It  had  its  origin  some 
twenty  years  ago  in  a  social  festival  of  actual  and 
past  members  of  a  little  College  musical  club ;  at 
which  measures  were  taken  for  the  repetition  of 
such  reunions  every  Commencement  season,  and 
an  organization  formed  of  graduates,  and  such 
other  persons  as  they  might  elect,  who  were  in- 
terested in  music  from  a  high  intellectual  and 
moral  point  of  view,,  for  the  following  among 
other  purposes :  (1)  to  lend  the  influence  of  gen- 
eral culture  and  refinement  to  the  cause  of  Music 
in  this  country,  which  at  that  time  it  needed  ;  (2) 
to  collect  funds  and  prepare  the  way  in  course  of 
time  for  a  musical  professorship  at  the  University  ; 
(3)  to  collect  a  musical  library.  By  donations 
from  members  and  others,  and  by  an  annual  ap- 
propriation from  the  increasing  funds  of  the  asso- 
ciation, a  very  considerable  nucleus  of  such  a 
library  is  now  collected,  and  has  proved  of  great 
service,  not  only  to  the  members,  but  to  the  musi- 
cal community  about  them,  since  all  liberality  in 
the  use  of  books  or  music,  compatible  with  safe- 
keeping, has  been  always  exercised.  The  New- 
port article  states  the  number  of  works  in  this  at 
between  300  and  400  volumes.  For  the  present, 
we  will  only  say,  that  the  librarian  has  counted 
455  bound  volumes  (#iusic  and  literature),  not 
including  the  works  of  Mendelssohn,  which  num- 
ber over  one  hundred  (unbound),  and  a  very 
large  quantity  of  unbound  music,  pamphlets, 
catalogues,  &c.  This  library  is  under  the  man- 
agement of  a  committee,  who  increase  it  system- 
atically, with  a  view  to  its  exhibiting  upon  its 
shelves  in  time  as  complete  as  possible  a  History 
of  the  Art  and  Science  and  Literature  of  Music. 
Ot  course,  in  such  a  programme  there  are  im- 
mense gaps  to  be  filled.     Of  course  there  is  a 


vast  majority  of  empty  categories  ;  but  as,  in  the 
settlement  of  a  new  territory,  one  habitation 
draws  around  it  others,  so  here  the  possession  of 
really  valuable  editions  of  some  composers'  works, 
render  it  worth  while  that  the  intervals  between 
them  should  be  equally  well  filled.  Having  by 
chance  the  works  of  Bach,  of  Handel,  of  Mozart, 
of  Beethoven,  of  Mendelssohn,  of  Marcello,  of 
Rossini,  &c.,  &o.,  it  becomes  desirable  that  Pales- 
trina,  and  all  the  others,  old  and  modern,  should 
be  joined  to  them,  to  make  the  line  complete. 
So  too,  having  nearly  all  of  the  musical  literature 
that  exists  in  English,  it  becomes  absurd  that 
there  should  not  be  also  German,  French,  Italian 
books  on  the  same  subjects.  The  whole  musical 
community  is  interested  in  the  building  up  of 
such  a'  complete  library.  It  is  enough  that  it 
should  exist  among  us ;  the  most  wide  and  liberal 
uses  of  it  can  be  easily  enough  regulated, 
,  We  wish  to  suggest,  therefore,  this.  Hundreds 
of  musical  or  music-loving  individuals  collect,  for 
their  own  taste  or  curiosity,  more  or  less  of  music 
and  of  works  relating  to  it.  Many  die,  leaving 
quite  valuable  accumulations  to  be  scattered  and 
become  comparati\ely  worthless.  If  we  know 
that  such  a  nucleus  for  a  permanent  library  exists, 
how  can  we  so  well  continue  to  serve  the  Art 
we  love  beyond  our  own  little  span  of  life,  as 
by  bequeathing  our  collections  to  the  library  of 
the  Harvard  Musical  Association  ?  It  is  in  the 
nature  of  things  that  such  a  centre,  once  well 
known,  shall  attract  contributions  to  it  from  all 
quarters,  upon  the  principle  of  like  seeks  like, 
similia  shnilibus. 


Pedals.— A  Hint  to  Young  Pianists. 

Mil.  Editor  : — In  Oliver's  Musical  Text  Book," 
recently  published  in  Boston,  by  Mr.  Ditson,  (who, 
by  the  way,  in  reprinting  Beeth&ven's  Sonatas, 
has  done  v/hat  no  other  man  this  side  of  the  wa- 
ter would  dare  to  do,)  I  find  the  following  : 

Question.  As  in  the  connected  touch  it  is  neces- 
sary to  sustain  each  tone  until  the  next  is  produced, 
how  is  this  done  when  the  keys  are  farther  apart 
than  the  hand  can  reach  ? 

Jliisu-er.  By  means  of  the  extension  pedal, 
which  must  be  pressed  by  the  foot  in  order  that  the 
tone  be  e.xtended  until  the  next  key  is  struck.  Its 
use  is  indicated  thus: — ped.,  or  by  the  sign  0,  and 
afterwards  a  star  to  show  that  the  pressure  upon 
it  must  cease. 

Ques.  Is  the  pedal  ever  to  be  held  down  after 
the  desired  connection  is  made  ? 

Ahs.  Sometimes,  though  great  caution  should 
be  observed  never  to  connect  tones  that  do  not  har- 
monize, or  as  to  continue  any  tones  so  long  as  to  pro- 
duce confusion,  which  must  arise  Irom  the  sympa- 
thetic vibration  of  other  strings. 

Note. — The  extension  pedal  is  by  some  errone- 
ously called  the  loud  pedal.  It  is  however  evident 
to  every  intelligent  mind,  that  the  pressing  of  the 
pedal  has  nolhing  to  do  with  a  legitimate  increase 
of  any  single  tone  in  the  piano  ;  but  by  raising  the 
dampers  it  not  only  permits  the  continued  vibra- 
tion of  the  strings  which  have  been  struck,  but 
causes  all  the  others  to  vibrate  in  sympathy,  thus 
producing  a  confusion  of  sounds,  which  to  the  un- 
taught ear  probably  secns^  "  making  it  louder." 
Its  use  is  often  resorted  to  "by  unskilful  players 
by  way  of  a  cloak  to"  an  impure  and  indistinct 
method  of  playing."  The  harp  pedal,  which  is  in- 
tended to  take  the  place  in  the  square  piano  of  the 
mono-chord  or  one-stririged  pedal  in  the  grand,  is 
little  used  by  good  pianists,  as  it  effects  the  quality 
of  tone  as  much  as  ihe  degree,  and  its  use  tends 
by  pressure  upon  the  strings  to  put  the  instrument 
out  of  tune.  It  is  rarely  indicated  to  be  used,  as  it 
has  no  connection  with  a  correct  manner  of  play- 
ing. Handel  says,  "  a  truly  good  pianist  has  no 
occasion  lor  the  use  of  pedals  to  assist  him  in  the 
production  of  power  or  expression." 

Notonly  is  this  endorsedby  Hummel,  but  by  Czer- 
ny,  Miiller  and  others,  and  there   is  no    doubt,    I 


suppose,  of  its  correctness.  Why  then,  in  tbe  name 
of  pianoforte  strings,  and  everything  else  that  has 
musical  sensibility,  do  professional  pianists,  to  say 
nothing  of  a  thousand  young  ladies  who  do  not  as- 
pire to  that  repntation,  keep  their  feet  upon  the 
pedal  during  the  whole  per/ormance  of  a  piece, 
thereby  crushing  out  the  very  life  of  it,  killing  en- 
tirely any  variety  in  expression,  which  tbe  author 
may  have  indicated  in  his  composition  by  the  va- 
rious terms  and  signs  relating  to  touch,  different 
degrees  of  loudness  and  softness,  &c.?  Allow  me  to 
commend  the  book  mentioned  to  such,  for  it  would 
benefit  the  community,  if  not  themselves,  if  they 
VV'ould  apply  tbe  instruction  it  contains  to  their 
own  case,  in  this  particular  at  least. 

Respectfully  yours,  M.  W.  H. 

Haetfoed,  Ct.,  Oct.  18,  1S54. 


D^^We  have  had  several  inquiries  from  distant  subscribers 
about  Chorley's  "  Modern  German  Music,"  and  asliing  us  to 
send  them  copies  of  it  by  mail.  We  are  sorry  to  say  that  the 
book  only  exists  in  a  costly  London  edition,  in  two  elegant 
12mo  volumes,  of  some  500  pages  each.  But  will  not  some  one 
of  our  enterprising  publishers  take  this  hint,  and  reprint  here 
a  work  which  seems  to  be  in  such  demand.  What  sa.y  you, 
Messrs.  Ticknor  &  Fields  ? 


New  Music. 

(PubUshedby  Nathan  Richardson.) 

John  Field.  Six  Nocturnes  for  the  Piano. 
No.  1,  in  E  flat,  price- 25  cts. ;  2,  in  C  minor, 
25  cts.;  3,  in  A  flat,  38  cts. ;  4,  in  A,  38  cts. ; 
5,  in  B  flat,  25  cts. ;  6,  in  F.  28  cts. 

For  their  own  intrinsic  beauty,  as  well  as  for 
their  historical  interest  as  specimens  of  the  com- 
positions of  one  famous  in  the  musical  world  du- 
ring the  times  of  Beethoven  and  Hummel,  yet 
probably  entirely  unknown  to  American  amateurs, . 
we  bail  the  republication  of  these  celebrated  Noc- 
turnes. They  are  said  to  have  furnished  the  mod- 
els, or  rather  the  first  suggestion,  to  the  Nocturnes 
of  Chopin  ;  and  though  they  were  naturally  eclip- 
sed by  the  greater  originality  and  wealth  of  exqui- 
site ideas,  by  the  deep  poetic  fervor  and  dreamy 
spirituality  of  the  Pole,  they  belong  to  the  genuine 
products  of  a  true  musical  imagination.  They  are 
full  of  melody,  gracefully  and  artistically  accom- 
panied, and  breathe  a  pensive,  gentle  spirit.  They 
are  easy  of  execution,  compared  with  Chopin,  and 
win  upon  one  the  more  he  plays  them  over.  John 
Field  was  an  Englishman,  a  pupil  of  dementi, 
and  ranks  among  the  truly  classical  pianists  and 
composers  of  his  time.  Of  his  artistic  career  upon 
the  Continent  an  English  biographer  tells  us  : 

He  accompanied  bis  master,  in  the  ye:ir  1802,  to  Paris, 
wiiere  he  delighted  every  one  who  heard  hira,  playing 
some  of  the  grg at  fugues  of  Sebastian  Bach  with  such 
precision  and  inimitable  taste  as  to  call  forth  from  his 
Parisian  audience  the  most  enthusiastic  applause.  From 
Paris  he  proceeded  to  Vienna,  where  Clement!  intended 
to  place  him  under  the  instruction  of  Albrechtsberger, 
and  to  this  Field  seemed  at  first  to  assent  with  pleasure; 
but  when  tlie  time  arrived  for  Clementi  to  leave  him,  and 
set  out  for  Russia,  poor  Field  expressed  so  much  regret 
at  parting  from  his  master,  and  so  strong  a  ilesire  to  ac- 
company him,  that  Clementi  took  him  on  to  Petersburg, 
in  which  city  he  left  him  with  proper  introductions.  The 
following  summer  Clementi  revisited  Petersburg,  and 
found  Field  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  highest  reputa- 
tion, which  he  has  ever  since  mantained  in  that  capital, 
where  he  continued' to  reside  till  1^33,  when  he  revisited 
London  and  Paris,  and  made  the  tour  of  France  and 
Italy,  with  great  applause.  Sickness  detained  him  in 
Italv  until  1835,  when  he  again  returned  to  Russia.  He 
died  January  11,  1837. 

Field  composed  many  Concertos,  Sonatas,  Ron- 
dos, &c.,  for  the  piano.  But  his  Nocturnes  have 
been  considered  his  best  works. 

Chopin.  Op.  57.    Berc^euse  for  Piano. 

Verily  the  most  exquisite  and  fairy-like  of  lulla- 
bies !  A  great  favorite  here  last  winter  in  the  con- 
certs of  Otto  Dresel.  In  point  of  finger  difficulties, 
florid  variation  of  the  theme,  &c.,  it  classes  with 
the    products    of    the    modern    virtuoso,   age    o£ 
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pianism  ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  one  of  th« 
most  pure  and  delicate  creations  of  genius.  Tiie 
difficulties  are  all  secondary  and  subordinate  to  the 
inspiration  which  conceived  the  piece.  The  very 
mode  of  treatment,  which  in  most  cases  is  the 
most  artificial  and  shallow,  is  here  wonderfully 
suggestive  and  beautiful.  Upon  a  fixed  and  mo- 
notonous bass,  tilting  in  each  bar  continually  be- 
tween the  tonic  and  dominant  seventh  chord,  the 
slumbrous  melody  hums  and  varies  itself  with  a 
marvellous  subtlety  and  fineness  of  divisions.  But 
they  are  not  set  variations  ;  it  is  not  a  set  of  varia- 
tions ;  but  the  stream  of  melody,  as  it  flows  along, 
continually  breaks  into  finer  and  finer  eddies  and 
ripples,  that  gleam  and  sparkle  sweetly  in  the 
moonlight.  As  a  mere  e.xercise  in  the  art  of  cu- 
riously varying  and  embellishing  a  melody,  it  is 
admirable  ;  but  you  forget  all  that  in  the  perfect- 
ness  of  its  poetic  expression.  This  is  no  senseless 
mincing  oi  a  theme  into  demisemiqnavers,  after 
the  modern  fashion,  and  as  William  Vincent  Wal- 
lace has  done  recently  in  his  fantasia  on  "Old 
Hundred "{!);  but,  when  yon  listen  to  it  from  the 
hands  of  an  artist,  you  feel  that  it  is  by  a  fine  un- 
conscious spiritual  instinct  that  the  fingers  so  rap- 
idly and  softly  thrid  their  way  through  all  these 
curious  mazes  of  melodic  ornament,  chromatic 
passages  in  thirds,  triplets  in  sixths,  flashing  appog- 
giaturas,  and  every  sort  of  subtle  finesse. 

tfijertispments. 


A  Special  Rehearsal  with  ORCHESTRA  will  take  place  in 
the  MUSIC  HALL,  on  Sunday  Evening,  Oct.  22,  at  precisely 
6K  o'clock,  preparatory  to  a  public  performance  on  Sunday 
livening,  Nov.  5th.    Particulars  hereafter 

M.  N.  BOYDEN,   SECEETiRY. 

CHAMBER  COKCERTS. 

€lu  31Iraiirlii3Dliu  (liiiintrttE  d^lirli, 

HAVE  the  honor  of  announcing  to  their  friends  and  the 
public  of  ]?oston,  that  during  this,  tlieir  Sixth  season, 
they  will  give  a  series  of  EIGHT  CONCERTS,  to  take  place  at 
the  Rooms  of  the  Me?srs.  Chickering,  MaFonic  Temple. 

Owing  to  the  limited  number  f)f  .«eats,  the  price  of  tickets  for 
the  Series  will  be  Five  Dollars.     Single  admissions,  One  Dollar. 

They  will  be  assisted  by  the  best  resident  Artists,  and  no 
pains  will  be  spared  to  render  the  Series  worthy  the  patronage 
of  the  public.  The  Concerts  will,  as  usuiil,  take  plac«  on 
TUESDAY  EVENINGS,  once  a  fortnight.  The  first  will  be 
given  about  the  middle  of  November.  The  Subscription  Lists 
will  be  out  in  a  few  days.  Oct  14 

JUST     PUBLISHED, 

By  MEYER  &  TKETBAB.   Buffalo,  ]Sr.  IT. 

TINE  NUIT  SUR  L'OCEAN,  Nocturne,  by  A  Gockel.  33  cts. 
HELENE,  Grande  Valselirillante,byH.  A-AVollenhaupt.  75c. 
OAPRICCIO,  by  n.  A.  WoUenhaupt.  75c.  021    3t 

'  FRENCH  LANGUACE. 

-Mr.  DE  LAMOTTE,  from  Paris,  begs  leave  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion to  pupils  in  class;es,  or  private  lessons,  during  the  ensuing 
winter,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  55  Hancock 
street.  0  21    2m 

MRS.  JOSEPH  HARRINGTON,  JR., 

Announces  to  her  friends  and  the  public  that  she  will  give  in- 
struction on  the  PIANO,  and  in  Italian  and  Ballad  SINGING, 
at  her  residence,  Norfolk  House,  Roxlmry,  or  at  the 

residence  of  pupils. 

REFERENCES. 

Kev.  Dr.  Putnam,  Rev.  F.  D.  Huntington,  Mr.  Adolph 
Baumbach,  William  Whiting,  Esq.,  Mr.  Charles  Hickling,  Dr. 
II.  Bartlett,  Roxbury.  Oc  1-1  Im 

SPECIAL  CARD. 
TO  MUSIC  DEALERS  AND  TEACHERS. 

The  undersigned  publishes  upwards  of  three  hundred  Musi- 
caHVork'^,  comprising  Instruction  linoks,  Primers,  Catechisms, 
Studies,  Exercises  and  collections  of  Music  for  the  Pianoforte, 
Organ,  Melodeon,  Guitar,  Harp,  Flute,  Violin,  Violoncello,  Ac- 
cordeon,  File,  Clarinet,  Flageolet,  and  all  brass  instruments. 
Methods  for  the  voice,  and  the  best  works  on  Harmony  and 
Thorough  Bass. 

Among  these  are  Bertini's  complete  and  abridged  Piano 
Method,  Hunten's  do.  A.E.  Miiller's  do.  revised  by  Julius  Knorr, 
the  very  best  book,  and  admitted  to  be  such  by  all  the  leading 
professoiP  of  Music.  Schneider's  Organ  School,  Lablache's  Me- 
thod tor  the  Voice,  Carulli,  Curtis's  and  Carcassi's  Guitar,  Rom- 
berg's Violoncello,  Spohr's  Violin,  ^V'ragg  and  Berbiguier's 
Flute,  Weber's  Musical  composition,  popular  Melodies  for 
Bands,  printed  on  cards,  Moore's  Irish  Melodies.  All  the  popu- 
lar Operas,  Oratorios  and  Masses. 

In  addition  to  these  books,  0.  D.,  also  publishes  over  twelve 
thou;and  diff«Tent  pieces  of  Sheet  Music,  embracing  every  pos- 
sible variety,  to  which  new  music  Im  being  added  daily. 

Unusually  advantageous  facilities  enable  the  proprietor  to 
furnish  the  works  of  other  publishers  at  liberal  prices,  and  the 
attention  of  Mupic  Dealers  and  Teachers  is  respectfully  solicit- 
ed to  many  advantages  to  be  derived  by  them  in  trade  with  this 
establishment.  Cataloguofl  and  trade  lists  forwarded  by  mall 
on  application. 

OLIVER  DITSON,  115  Washington  st.  Boston. 


THE  Government  of  this  Society  beg  to  announce  its  Seventh 
series  of  Concerts,  commencing  fabout  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, to  he  continued  once  a  fortnight,  as  nearly  as  practi- 
cable The  series  for  the  ensuing  se!\son  will  consist  of  flight 
Concerts.  The  subscription  price  for  the  series  is  fixed  at  9S3.-50. 
The  Orchestra,  about  fifty  in  number,  has  been  carefully  re- 
organized, and  now  numbers  besides  the  members  nf  the  Musi- 
cal Fund  Sooietj',  many  of  the  former  members  of  the  Germania 
Musical  Society,  and  other  resident  musicians  who  have  lately 
settled  in  Boston.  The  Government  will  endeavor  to  render 
these  Concerts  as  far  as  possible  worthy  of  the  standard  of  ex- 
cellence now  demanded,  and  expected  to  be  acted  up  to,  by 
any  Society  desirous  of  securing  and  enjoying  the  patronage  of 
the  Boston  public. 

GOVERNMENT.— C  C.  Perkins,  President ;  C.  F.Chickoring, 
Vice  Pre.=itlent;  L  liimbach,  Se/^retary ;  B.  A.  Burditt,  Treas- 
urer; H.  Fries,  Librarian  ;  G.  Bidres,  Auditor  ;  I.  Moorhouse, 
F  Friese.  Associates  — T.  E.  Chickering,  Geo.  T.  Bigelow,  J.  P. 
Bradlee,  S.  E.  Guild,  J.  Bigelow,  Trustees. 

DT/^Subscription  lists  are  now  ready,  and  may  be  found  at 
the  principal  Mnsic  stores.  L.^  RIMBACH,  Secretary. 

Boston,  Oct.  18-54. 


CLASSICAL  TRIO  CONCERTS. 

THE  subscribers  propose  to  give  FOUR  MUSICAL  SOIREES 
in  the  Meinnaon  (Tremont  Temple).      The   programmes 
will  consist  of  Cla^s^ical  Trios,  Quartets,  Solos,  &c  ,  for  Piano, 
Violin  and  Violoncello.    Further  particulars  hereafter. 
CARL  GARTNER,  Vioux. 
CARL  HAUSE,  Pi.4N0-Forte. 
OcU  HENRI  JUNGNICKEL^  Violoncello. 

CARL    G&RTNER, 
TEACHER    or    MUSICj 

May  be  found  at  Richardson's  Musical  Exchange,  every  fore- 
Oc  14  noon  between  9  and  10. 


LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELLO. 
HENRI  JTJNGmCKEL 

Will  receive  pupils  on  the  Violoncello.    Address  Carl  Gartner 
Oc  14  as  above. 

MR.    GUSTAV   KREBS, 

MEMBER  OF  THE  MENDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB, 

Begs  leave  to  inform  the  public  that  he  is  prepared  to  give 

instruction  on  the 

FLUTE,    VIOLIN    AND    PIANO. 

03^  Applications  made  at  No.  17  Franklin  Place  will  receive 

prompt  attentiou.  Oc  14 

MR.  AUGUST  FRIES. 

Respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  formi'r  pupils,  that  he 
again  is  prepared  to  receive 
ADVANCED  PIANISTS  AS  PUPILS, 
to  accompany  them  with  the  Violin  in  Sonatas,  Duo  concer- 
TANTE,  Solos,  &c.     Applications  sent  to  17  Franklin  Place, 
will  be  promptly  attended  to.  oct  14    3m 

MISS  FANNY  FRAZER, 

Has  the  pleasure  to  inform  her  Pupils  and  Friends  that  she 
has  returned  to  the  city,  and  will  be  prepared  to  resume  in- 
struction in  SINGING  and  the  PIANO-FORTE,  on  and  after 
October  1st.  Communications  may  be  left  with  Messrs.  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  or  at  her  residence, 
"  Pavilion,"  Tremont  Street.  Sept  16 

YOUNG  UBIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL 

Rooms  in  connection  with  Mr.  E.  A.  Beaman's  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No.  23  Temple  Place. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD,  Teacher. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

RESIDENCE,  24  WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  read  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  the  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voire,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  with  first  princii'Les  and  pro- 
ceeding upwards,  by  regular  and  successive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  dilfloult  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  which  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  ~^G.  J.  Webb  &  Co,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  Blanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  iustraction  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  insti'uction  adopted  in  the 
Young  Ladies'  Vocal  Music  School,we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,       Geo.  J.  Wedb,         P.  E.  Muller, 

Geo.  F.  Root,  B.  F.  Bakeu. 

Sept  SO  tf 

SiaXOR  COREI-Iil  begs  leave  to  announce  that  ho 
has  commenced  Morning  and  Afternoon  Classes  for  the  in- 
struction of  Young  Ladies  in  SOLFEGGIO,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Messrs.  Chickering,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 

For  the  convenience  of  those  attending  schools,  the  afternoon 
classes  from  4  to  5. 

Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

Signor  Corelli  has  removed  to  No  47  Hancock  Street,  where 
henceforth  he  may  be  addressed  ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
at  the  Messrs.  Chickering's  Rooms.  Sept  9 


Mile.  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

Has  the  honor  to  announce  that  she  is  to  commence  morning 

and  afternoon  clas.-es  for  the 

INSTRUCTION  OF  YOUNG  LADIES  on  the  PIANO-FORTE. 

[C?^T-erms,  fifteen  dollars  for  twenty-four  lesBons. 

These  classes  are  on  the  same  principle  as  those  established 

with  such   great  success  in   the   Conservatories  of  Germany, 

France,  and  England. 

For  classes  or  private  lessons  apply  at  55  Hancock  street,  or 
at  Messrs.  Chickering's.  0  21  3m 

MUSICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

CARL  ZERRAHW,  of  the  late  Germania  Musical  So- 
ciety, bi-gs  b-ave  to  acquaint  his  friends  and  the  musical 
public  of  Boston,  that  he  will  in  future  devote  his  attention  to 
giving  instruction  on  the  FLUTE  and  PIANO-FOUTE,  and 
hopes  to  receive  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  musical  commu- 
nity. 

Carl  Zerrahn  would  also  inform  those  amateurs  who  are 
sufficiently  advanced  in  classical  music,  that"  he  has  a  number 
of  the  finest  Sonatas,  of  the  great  masters,  expressly  composed 
for  Piano  and  Flute,  which  he  will  be  pleased  to  perform  with 
those  desiring  to  perfect  themselves  in  this  class  of  beautiful 
and  instructive  music. 

Carl  Zerrahn  may  be  addressed  at  the  Winthrop  House,  or 
at  the  music  stores  of  G.  P.  Reed  &  Co.,  E.  il.  Wade,  and  N. 
Richardson.  Sept  16    8t 

ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 

TEACHER    OP    THE    PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence,    Si    Piiiclciiey    Street. 


Sept  16 


tf 


OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addres^^ed  at  the 
Winthrop  House.  Terms  : — S50  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  $30  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 

F.    F.    MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old   South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  Wo.  3  ^Vinter  Place,  Boston. 

Sept  16  3m 

INSTRUCTION  IN  SINGING. 

SIGNOR  C.  CHIATUEI  respectfully  informs  the  public 
that  he  is  now  prepared  to  give  lessous  to  single  pupils,  or 
if  desirable,  to  two,  threCj  and  four  pupils  together,  of  either 
SOX,  for  the  .purpose  of  singing  Duettos,  Terzettos  and  Quar- 
tettes. Application  may  be  made  by  letter  at  No.  47  Hancock 
street,  and  at  Richardson's  Musical  Exchange  ;  or,  on  and  after 
the  IGth  inst.,  Sig.  Chianei  may  be  seen  at  Sig.  Papanti's,  No. 
21  Tremont  Row,  every  day  [except  Wednesday  and  Saturday] 
from  1  to  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  where  he  gives  lessons.  0  7  tf 

INSTRUCTION  IN  ITALIAN. 

R.  r.tJI€rI  MONTI,  Instructor  in  Italian  at  Harvard 
University,  will  give  privnte  lessons  in  the  cit?. 
Address  at  tlie  Winthrop  House.  Oct  7    3m 


M 


WILLIAM    BERGER, 
Pit^UsIier  and  Isiiporter  of  Music, 

No. '82  West  4th.  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on   hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MUSIC,   for  sale   at  Eastern   prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.    A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
[C?^  A  Catalogue  is  in  preparation.  Aug26 


Mr.    THOMAS    RYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  pupils  that  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  season,  and  is  prepared  to  giye  instruction 
on  the  PIANO,  Fl.UTE,  CL.ARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
THOROUGH  BASS.  Applications  may  he  made  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  19  Franklin  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  music  store. 
Sept  16 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZB, 

Of  the  late  GERMASIA  SIDSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-l'ORTE,  and  in  the  TeEOET  OF  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  afc  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


Instruction  on  the  Piano-forte  and  in  Singing. 

MR.  ADOLPH  KIELBLOCK  respectfully  gives  notice  to  his 
pupils  and  the  public  that  he  has  returned  to  the  city, 
and  resumed  his  lessons  on  the  Pianoforte  and  in  Singing,  and 
may  be  addressed  at  his  residence,  30  Ash  street,  or  at  the  Mu- 
sic Stores  of  Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washington  street,  Geo.  P.  Reed 
&  Co.,  13  Tremont  street,  or  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washing- 
ton street. 
Refekences.— Lyman  Nichols,  Esq.,  10  Joy  Street,  Boston. 
John  Bigelow,        "     42  Blossom  St.      " 
Oliver  Ditson,        "  " 

George  P.  Reed,     "  " 

N.  Richardson,       "  " 

Hon.  T.  D  Elliot,  New  Bedford. 
Rev.  John  Weiss,  " 

Joseph  Ricketson,  Esq.  " 
Sept  30 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 
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NOW     READY, 
THE   GEEAT   WOEK   OE   THE   YEAB, 

MOORE'S 

A  wwrk  which  has  cost  the  in  fie  fa  ti  gable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musicianj  but  to 
every  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  the  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4000    IffUSICIANSI 

Comprising  the  most  distiuguislied  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A.  Complete  Bictiouavy  of  over 

5000    MUSICAL   TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.     A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIENCE    OF    MUSIC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  the  dates  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOROUGH  BASri,  &c.  &c. 

A  !Book:  iiiSeinled  Jo  cover  tBie  wiioBe 
©f  flSitsical  ScieBice, 

JOHN  P-   JBWETT   &■   CO. 

PUBLISHERS, 

July  29  '      BOSTO.N. 


SIGWOR  AXJGT7STO  BENDEIiARI,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  th»  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  g^reat 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augusto  Bendelari,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sous,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

KEFEREKCE8. 


Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop, 
Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq. 
Sept  9 


Samuel  G.  Ward,  Esq. 
John  S.  Dwight/Esq. 


MK.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

References — K.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C.  Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqs, 
Sept  23  tf. 

E.  R.  BLANCHAUD, 

TE.ACttE.IV  OF  TH.E  PIAKO  A.^"©  Sl^Gl^^G.. 

Residence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference^  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD. 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

365  "Wasliingtou  Street,  Boston. 

Oerinania  Serenade  Sand. 

THE  SERVICES  OJ  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E  TELTOW,  Agent. 
iil4tf  SO  Fayette  Street. 

CHICKERINO   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  BESCRIPIION. 


# 


WAREKOOMS, 

TREMONT    STREET, 
Apr2&  BOSTON.  tf 


NATHAN    RICHARDSON, 
IMPORTER,  PUBLISHER  <Si,  DEALER 


Piano-Fortes,  Organs,  Melodeons,  &e. 

Also,  Publisher  of  the  celebrated 

'  lloliertt  Stljofil  fur  tire  |iinm-|0rte/ 

AXD 

'  Elements  of  Music  at  Sight.' 

New  Music 

PUBLISHED    DAILY,   AT   THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGIE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

D3^  All  my  publications  can  be  obtained  at  Wholesale  and 
Ketail  of  J.  !F.  PETRI,  my  Agent  for  Baltimore  and  vicinity. 

GEOEGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 

Wo.  3   WBNTEK    STKEET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

WARRANTED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Sept  2  3m 

A.    W.    PRENZEIi 

"Will  resume  his 

IXSTHXrCXXO:;^    OM'    THE    I'lA^J'O-S'OIlTE, 

On  or  before  October  1st. 

Order?  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Eeed  &  Co. 
N.  Kichardson,  or  E  H.  Wade.  Aug26 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE  ENTIRE  AND   INIMITABLE   ALLEGOEY    OP 

THE    PIJLGRIM^S    BUOGRUSS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  280  human  ligui-es,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JE^WETT,   PwlUlislier. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  omlt  adthorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. Uis  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  !No.  9,  Oornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Erames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

IMPOKTER  AND   DEALER  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

]Vo.  13  Trenioiit  Ii(»\v,  Boston. 

\*    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

MEYEH   Sc   TRETBAH, 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

Keep  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  both  Foreign  and 
American  Music.  By  our  dii'ect  and  regular  engagements 
with  the  principal  pubhshing  houses  in  Europe,  we  are  ena- 
bled to  supply 

MUSIC-DEALERS  WITH  FOREIGN  MUSIC, 

on  as  favorable  terms  as  any  other  house  in  the  United  States. 

ttIP' Sole  Agents  in  the  United  States  for  the  well  known 
publishing  house  of  G.  M.  MEYER,  Jr.  of  Brunswick, 
Germany,  (on  whose  publications  we  grant  the  most  profitable 
discount,)  whereof  we  particularly  mention  a  fine  collection  of 
OUVERXUKES  arranged  for  the  Piano-Forte  as  Solo  and 
Duet,  the  favorite  works  of  PESCA,  LITOLFF,  WINKLER, 
&c.,  a  complete  edition  of  BEETHOVEN'S  works  for  Piano- 
Forte,  including  all  the  TRIOS,  QUATUORJ,  SINFOiNIES, 
&c.,  arranged  by  L.  WINKLER.  Also,  the  last  compositions 
of  LISZT,  BRUNNER,  SPINDLER,  HENRY  CRAMER,  &c. 

Catalogues  of  G.  M.  Meyer's  publications  forwarded  gratis 
to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  if  desired,  by 

MEYER  &/  TRETBAR, 
Augl2  3m  304  Main  St.  Buffalo. 


TAYLOR'S  PIANO  FORTE  FOR  BEGINNERS. 

I71IRST   STEPS    TO   THE  PIANO  FORTE  ;    bjing  an   T.le- 
.    mentary    Catechism    for    Beginners.      By    GEORGE    C, 
TAYLOR,    Teaclier  of   the    Piano   Eorte,   Harp  and   Violin. 
Price  75  oents.    Usual  deduction  to  the  trade.    For  Bale  by 
F.  J.  HUNTINGTON,  23  Park  How,  New  York. 
WM.  D.  SULLIVAN,  Madison,  Ga. 

HE"WS'    PATENT 
AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  5lusical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Waihinglon  St.,  Boston. 

B.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUPACTUKER  AND   DEALER   KT 

PIANO    FO  RTES, 

No,  34:4:  Wasliington  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  #  TO  LET. 

MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 
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A  German  History  of  the  New  York  Musical 
Congress. 

[The  Nhderrlidnisclie  Musih-Zeilmng,  a  musical  journal 
published  at  Cologne,  is  responsible  for  the  following  ; 
we,  only  for  the  translation.] 

Do  you  know  what  they  call  a  "Musical  Con- 
gress" and  "  the  greatest  musical  event  of  the 
century "  in  America  ?  You  think,  perhaps,  a 
gathering  of  all  the  composers  and  artistic  cele- 
brities; a  deliberation  about  the  furtherance  of 
musical  Art ;  a  protocol  about  mutual  pledges  of 
support  or  guaranty  of  fame,  and  so  forth  ?  Not 
at  all.     A  Musical  Congress  is  the  expression  for 


the  alliance  to  one  end  of  the  two  greatest  pow- 
ers in  America,  to-wit,  the  king  of  instrumental- 
ists, JoLLiEN,  and  the  king  of  entrepreneurs,  Bar- 
NUM.  Both  are  of  course  -well  known  to  you  : 
JuUien  by  his  promenade  concerts  in  London, 
which,  with  shrewd  speculation  and  insight  into 
national  character,  he  has  transplanted  here  and 
even  carried  on  as  far  as  New  Orleans,  always 
sending  his  audience  to  promenade,  and  Barnum 
as  ex-Jenny-Lind-commissioner,  who,  on  the  other 
hand,  led  not  the  hearers,  but  the  songstress  out 
to  promenade.  These  two  powers  met  in  the 
spring  of  the  year  on  the  banks  of  a  little  stream  ; 
they  did  not  know  each  other.  The  great  men 
stood  there  opposite  to  each  other  dumb,  the  eye 
of  genius  fixed  upon  the  watery  mirror,  upon  which 
a  little  mystic  something  floated  quietly  to  either 
shore.  Suddenly  both  sti'etch  at  once  the  right 
arm  into  the  air  and  look  with  sparkling  eyes 
aloft;  each  has  seized  a  great  thought, — fish,  1 
was  about  to  say !  This  sympathy  struck  them, 
they  looked  at  one  another — "  Jullien  !  "  cried 
Barnum ;  "  Barnum  !  "  screamed  Jullien,  and  now 
there  was  no  time  to  consider  who  should  be  the 
first  to  step  across  the  Rubicon  ;  no,  a  tempo,  from 
each  bank  two  enormous  water  boots  pushed  out 
with  their  passengers  into  the  wet,  and  Jullien 
and  Barnum  embraced  upon  the  island  formed  by 
themselves  as  the  Duumviri  reipuhlicoe  musicce 
constituendm. 

They  resolved  to  make  their  joint  grand  en- 
trde  into  New  York,  to  draw  up  proscription  lists, 
but,  out  of  regard  to  the  hum.ane  spirit  of  the  age, 
to  transform  the  same  into  st(6scription  lists  to  a 
monster  concert,  the  like  whereof  had  never  yet 
occurred.  But  the  realization  of  said  monster 
was  no  trifle.  Jullien,  preoccupied  by  other  mu- 
sical business,  was  only  able  to  conclude  with  Bar- 
num on  the  6th  of  June,  and  already  by  the  15th 
was  this  wall-fish  to  blow  musical  cascades  out  of 
^his  nostrils.  At  this  point  wo  too  shall  do  well  .to 
be  on  hand. 

We  step  into  the  electric  telegraph  oflice, 
where  the  Duumviri  are  holding  council. 

Jullien. — I  must  have  masses,  two  thousand 
men  at  least  upon  the  orchestra. 

Barnum. — We  will  write  3,000,  and  take 
1,500. 

J. — Good ;  but  where  shall  we  place  them  ? 

B. — No  where  else  but  in  the  Crystal  Palace. 

J. — That  will  not  pay.  The  statutes  of  the 
palace  forbid  us  to  charge  more  than  half  a  dol- 
lar entrance  fee. 


B. — That's  full  enough  for  the  dilettante  prole- 
tariat; but  we  will  have  5,000  numbered  seats, 
about  which  there  is  not  a  letter  in  the  statute,  and 
for  every  number  we  will  charge  $1,50  in  addi- 
tion to  the  entrance  fee. 

J. — (Seizes  a  glass  of  cJiampaigne.)  Noble 
man,  let  us  drink  to  brotherhood  between  us ! 
(They  embrace.)  But  will  you  be  ready  with  the 
architecture  of  the  orchestra,  above  all  with  the 
business  arrangements  ?     _ 

B. — Do  you  doubt  me?  Within  two  days  I  will 
have  500  workmen  clear  the  floor  of  all  uneven- 
ness  and  build  thee  a  Chimborazo,  which  thou 
canst  people  with  musicians  up  to  the  line  of 
everlasting  snow. 

J. — Excellent !  I  trust  myself  to  bring  together 
300  instrumentists ;  but  as  for  singers,  chorus- 
singers — those  here  will  not  suffice. 

B. — (Steps  to  the  operator  of  the  telegraph. 
To  Jullien.)  Do  you  in  the  meantime  make  the 
programme.  (He  dictates.)  To  Boston  and  Phil- 
adelphia: "  Jullien  wants  singing  societies  to  sing 
Handel's  'Messiah'  on  the  15th,  at  the  Musical 
Congress.     Barnum,  Treasurer." 

j._"  The  Messiah  ?  " 

B. — By  all  means ;  that  must  be  in  the  pro- 
gramme, and  then  a  high-sounding  piece  by  Bee- 
thoven, and  your  "  Fireman's  Quadrille,"  of  which 
you  told  me — the  rest  is  indifferent,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned. 

The  Operator  of  the  Telegraph. — Here 
is  the  answer  from  Boston:  "  How  many  singers 
will  you  have  ?  We  can  forward  you  from  1,000 
to  1,200."  Philadelphia  writes:  "  You  can  have 
500  chorus-singers." 

In  short,  on  the  15th  of  June  all  was  ready  and 
in  order ;  at  4  o'clock  the  doors  of  the  Crystal 
Palace  were  opened,  and  at  7  the  concert  began, 
executed  by  some  1,500  singers  and  instrument- 
ists, the  latter  numbering  250,  and  before  an  au- 
dience of  more  than  20,000  persons.* 

The  programme  announced  the  cooperation  of 
twenty-nine  orchestras  and  singing  societies,  in- 
cluding nearly  all  the  German  MUnnerchore  in 
New  York,  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  moreover 
delegations  from  sixteen  church  choirs,  &c. ;  and 
promised  a  brilliant  selection  from  all  the  master- 
pieces from  Handel  down  to  Messrs.  Bristow  and 
Fry  (the  American  national  composers)  and  to 
Mons.  Jullien  himself.  Of  all  which  there  was 
actually  performed : 

Part  I.  A  bit  of  "  the  Messiah  :"  the  overture  ; 
some  arias  from  the  first  part,  the  Hallelujah,   "  I 
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know  that  ray  Redeemer  liveth,"  and  "  Worthy  is 
the  Lamb." 

Part  II.  Rossini's  "  Tell  "  overture.  Flute  so- 
lo (!)  blown  by  Drouet.  Wagner's  Tannhaiiser 
overture,  executed  by  the  German  musical  socie- 
ty in  New  York,  under  the  direction  of  Herr 
Bergmann.  Violin  solo,  played  by  little  Paul  Jul- 
lien.  Andante  from  a  Symphony  by  Bristow. 
"  The  Heavens  are  telling,"  by  Haydn.  Brass 
Band  music.  Duo  for  two  pianos,  by  Mr.  and 
Madame  Wallace.  The  "  Fireman's  Quadrille," 
newly  composed  by  JuUien. 

Part  III.  Beethoven's  C  minor  Symphony 
(N.  B.,  the  last  movement !)  Harp  solo.  Dra- 
matic Symphony  :  "  The  Breaking  Heart,"  by 
Fry.  Prayer  from  "Moses,"  by  Rossini.  The 
"  Wedding  March,"  by  Mendelssohn. 

The  spectacle  of  the  orchestra  adorned  with 
wreaths  and  statues,  its  background  being  occu- 
pied by  a  great  picture  after  Michael  Angelo's 
"  Last  Judgment,"  and  of  the  thousands  of  lis- 
teners, was  altogether  grand  and  unique.  Of  lis- 
teners, do  I  say  ?  O,  no !  As  a  concert,  the  whole 
thing  was  a  colossal  joke  ;  for  as  to  listening,  nay, 
as  to  only  hearing  music  in  the  simplest  sense 
of  the  word,  it  was  not  to  be  thought  of.  Amid 
the  continual  heaving  of  thousands  on  the  rattling 
pavement,  and  the  eternal  humming  and  buzzing 
of  those  huge  swarms  of  bees  in  human  form,  one 
was  at  the  most  now  and  then  reminded,  by  a  fortis- 
simo of  the  whole  orchestra,  that  there  was  music 
there  ;  and  the  solo-ists  were  like  tone-less  autom- 
ata, the  movements  of  whose  mouths  and  arms  and 
fingers  made  one  laugh  himself  to  death.  The 
Musical  Review,  here  published,  (which  however 
calls  the  Congress  an  event,  adds  JuUien's  name 
therefore  to  the  Art  history  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  this  monster  concert  sees  the  dawn  of  a  new 
era,)  is  obliged  to  confess,  that  silent  listening  was 
out  of  the  question,  since  a  perpetual  ichir  of 
voices  murmured  round,  as  when  October  shakes 
the  leaves  down  from  the  trees,  &c.  &c 

If  one  wished  to  be  ironical,  he  could  do  noth- 
ing better  than  to  transcribe  these  honest  descrip- 
tions of  an  American  as  I  have  done.  He  final- 
ly breaks  out  into  the  exclamation  :  "If  people 
only  would  learn  that  they  have  no  more  right  to 
walk  up  and  down  in  a  concert  during  a  piece 
of  music,  than  they  have  during  a  prayer  in 
church ; — but  one  must  expect  nothing  perfect 
upon  earth ! " 

I  must  mention  one  characteristic  scene.  Be- 
fore the  introduction  of  the  "  Firemen's  Quad- 
rille" by  Jullien,  Mr.  Barnum  came  forward  and 
announced  that  this  new  piece  was  a  very  start- 
ling piece  of  dramatic  music,  that  the  ladies  how- 
ever need  not  be  afraid,  but  must  wait  quietly  to 
the  end  and  then  applaud  it  bravely ;"  — ■  verily  a 
Peter  Quince  here  in  the  nineteenth  century,  an- 
nouncing to  the  public,  that  the  lion  is  no  real 
lion,  but  Bottom  the  weaver  ! 

Nevertheless  the  warning  might  not  be  super- 
fluous ;  for  such  a  hellish  noise,  with  obligato  Ben- 
gal fires,  was  never  yet  experienced  in  any  thea- 
tre, not  to  say  in  any  concert  hall.  In  the  first 
place  march  the  corps  of  pompiers  or  firemen, 
i.  e.  their  brass  music,  out  of  the  orchestra  and  up 
the  steps  along  the  sides  of  the  stage,  in  full  view, 
blowing  away  continually,  until  they  stand  aloft 
there  in  the  gallery  and  crash  away  with  all  their 
lungs  of  brass  into  the  hall  below.  Then  from 
the  other  side  below  advance  the  military  with 
their  regimental  music.     Night  comes  on  ;  the  vio- 


loncellos and  violas  usher  in  thick  darkness,  and 
the  octave  flutes  let  sparkling  meteors  fall.  Sud- 
denly there  is  an  alarm  of  fire,  and  now  the  devil 
is  let  loose  with  chorus-singing,  scraping,  blowing, 
fifing  and  drumming,  jingling  and  rattling,  until 
sight  and  hearing  get  confounded.  Great  ac- 
tual church  bells  sound  the  alarm  from  differ- 
ent sides,  you  hear  the  engines  rattling  to  the 
scene,  the  streams  of  water  hissing,  the  wild  cry 
of  the  extinguishers :  "  Work  on  I  work  on  I"  the 
tumbling  in  of  walls,  and  through  the  windows 
shine  flames,  that  are  artificially  kindled  up  with- 
out !  But,  enough.  You  have  now  a  perfectly 
faithful  description  of  a  "  Musical  Congress,"  a 
Musical  Festival  in  America;  and  a  new  proof 
into  what  gross  materialism  {Realismus)  in  music, 
into  what  degradation  of  Art,  the  greed  for  mo- 
ney-making misleads  even  talented  men,  as  Jul- 
lien no  doubt  is,  in  this  country. 


Mademoiselle  Rachel. 

Now  that  we  are  actually  told  to  anticipate  the 
arrival  on  these  shores  of  the  great  classical 
tragedienne  of  our  times,  the  following  extracts 
from  the  Memoires  d'un  Bourgeois  de  Paris,  by 
Dr.  Veron,  will  not  be  found  uninteresting.  We 
are  indebted  for  the  translation  to  the  London 
Musical   World. 

One  fine  summer's  evening,  the  12th  of  June, 
1838,  being  in  search  of  shade  and  solitude  (if 
you  search  well,  you  will  find  everything  at  Paris, 
even  solitude  and  shade),  I  entered  the  Theatre 
Francjais,  about  eight  or  nine  o'clock.  There 
were  four  spectators  in  the  stalls ;  I  made  the 
fifth.  My  attention  was  attracted  to  the  stage  by 
a  strange  physiognomy,  full  of  expression,  with  a 
projecting  forehead,  and  a  black  eye,  hidden  be- 
neath the  orbit,  and  full  of  fire,  the  whole  placed 
upon  a  fragile  body,  endowed,  however,  with  a 
certain  degree  of  elegance  in  its  postures,  move- 
ments and  attitudes.  A  resonant,  sympathetic 
voice,  of  the  most  happy  pitch,  and  particularly 
intelligent,  enchained  my  mind,  which  was  list- 
less and  more  inclined  to  idleness  than  admira- 
tion. This  strange  physiognomy — the  eye  full  of 
fire,  the  fragile  body,  the  intelligent  voice,  were 
those  of  Mademoiselle  Rachel,  who  was  reciting 
the  part  of  Camille  in  Horace  for  her  first  debut. 
The  lively  and  profound  impression  the  young 
actress  instantaneously  produced  on  me,  recalled 
to  my  mind  a  train  of  confused  thoughts.  At 
last,  by  taxing  my  memory,  I  remembered  a 
young  girl,  with  a  singular  physiognomy,  playing 
the  part  of  la  Vendeenne  at  the  Gymnase,  and  I 
also  remembered  a  mere  child,  with  poor  gar- 
ments and  clumsy  shoes,  who,  on  being  asked  be- 
fore me,  in  the  passage  of  some  theatre,  what  she 
was  doing,  replied,  to  my  great  astonishment,  in 
a  bass  voice  and  with  the  utmost  seriousness :  "  I 
am  pursuing  my  studies."  I  recognized  in  Ma- 
demoiselle Rachel  the  singular  physiognomy  at 
the  Gymnase,  and  the  young  girl,  poorly  clad, 
who  was  "  pursuing  her  studies." 

Those  persons  are  greatly  to  be  pitied  who,  in 
matters  of  Art,  can  neither  abhor  nor  admire. 
Whether  I  have  to  do  with  pictures,  statues, 
monuments,  singers,  comedians,  or  tragedians,  I 
abhor  or  admire.  Little  Rachel  astonished  me — 
her  talents  rendered  me  enthusiastic.  Nothing 
would  satisfy  me  but  to  find  out,  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, my  friend  Merle,  whose  literary  tastes  and 
partialities  I  shared,  and  compel  him  to  attend 
the  debuts  of  what  I  called  my  little  prodigy. 
"  When  the  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  clever  per- 
sons who  compose  public  opinion  in  Paris,"  I  said 
to  him,  "  shall  have  heard  and  pronounced  judg- 
ment upon  that  child,  she  will  become  the  glory 
and  fortune  of  the  French  theatre." 

In  1838,  I  had  quitted  the  Opera;  the  talent 
and  success  of  my  tragic  actress  became  my  fixed 
idea  and  business.  Before  saying  good  day  to 
any  one,  I  used  to  inquire :  "  Have  you  seen  her 
in  Horace  or  Andromaque  ?"     Most  persons   did 


not  know  whom  I  meant.  I  used  to  lose  my  tem- 
per and  not  spare  reproaches  or  even  familiar 
insults.  The  pleasures  and  joys  of  my  summer 
of  1838  were  assured;  my  emotions  as  habitue  of 
the  Theatre  Fran9ai3  were  destined  to  replace  all 
rural  pleasures  as  well  as  the  incidents  and  sur- 
prises of  travel. 

During  the  entire  month  of  June  and  the  en- 
tire month  of  July,  very  few  persons  seemed  con- 
verted to  my  new  faith  ;  it  mattered  nothing  that 
Mile.  Rachel  played  Camille,  Emilie,  or  Hermi- 
one;  the  apostles  of  the  new  divinity  preached 
in  vain  in  the  desert.  In  the  month  of  August, 
however,  in  spite  of  the  dog-days,  the  debuts  of 
Mile.  Rachel,  in  the  parts  just  mentioned,  began 
to  be  better  attended.  When  the  house  struck 
me  as  tolerably  full,  I  used  to  wipe  my  forehead, 
and,  like  the  fly  on  the  coach-wheel,  say  to  my- 
self with  a  degree  of  satisfaction  amounting  to 
pride,  "Mile.  Rachel  and  myself  will  beat  the 
public.     These  people  have  got  common  sense." 

During  the  entire  month  of  October,  the  young 
tragedian  played  nine  times,  and  the  smallest  re- 
ceipts (for  Monime  in  Milliridale')  amounted  lo 
3,669  francs  90  centimes.  When  she  played 
Hermione,  the  receipts  amounted  to  more  than 
6,000  francs  ;  her  victory  was  complete — her  tri- 
umph absolutely  astounding.  Corneille  and  Ra- 
cine once  more  flourished  among  us,  as  in  the 
grand  age  of  Louis  XIV.  A  feverish  popularity 
surrounded  the  young  tragedienne  and  old  trag- 
edy. 

While  still  a  child,  Mile.  Rachel,  who  was  al- 
ready admitted  at  the  Conservatoire,  begged  for 
private  lessons  from  M.  Prevost,  a  greatly  es- 
teemed actor,  possessed  of  real  talent,  and  a  soci- 
etaire  of  the  Theatre  Francjais.  On  seeing  the 
poor  weak  and  sickly  child,  he  replied  "  Go  and 
sell  nosegays,  my  good  girl."  One  evening, 
young  Hermione  revenged  herself  in  the  most 
clever  and  charming  manner  for  the  disdain  of 
her  brother-artist,  who  had  proved  so  bad  a 
prophet.  After  having  been  enthusiastically  ap- 
plauded and  frantically  recalled,  she  was  actually 
able,  when  the  curtain  had  dropt,  to  fill  her 
Greek  tunic  with  the  flowers  thrown  upon  the 
stage.  She  then  ran  up  to  him  who  could  give 
her  no  other  advice  than  to  go  and  sell  nosegays, 
and  sinking  down  on  one  knee  before  him,  with 
the  most  graceful  coquetry,  said :  "  I  have  fol- 
lowed your  advice,  M.  Prevost,  and  taken  to  sel- 
ling nosegays.  Will  you  buy  some  of  me  V " 
With  a  smile,  the  learned  pi-ofessor  raised  up  the 
young  artist  and  expressed  his  delight  at  having 
been  so  completely  deceived. 

Mile.  Rachel's  celebrity  soon  descended  from 
the  competent  judges,  from  the  cream  of  the 
aristocracy,  to  the  general  body  of  the  public. 
In  1771,  Voltaire  thus  flattered  a  celebrated 
actress  of  the  day :  — 

"  Quand,  dans  les  arts  de  I'esprit  et  dn  gout. 
On  est  sublime,  on  est  egal  a  tout; 
Que  dis-je?    On  rfegne,  etd'un  penple  fidfele 
On  est  ch^ri,  surtout  si  I'on  est  belle." 

At  first.  Mile.  Rachel  did  not  even  achieve  the 
success  due  to  youth  and  attractive  beauty. 

In  the  course  of  October,  1848,  I  occupied  a 
very  large  ground  floor  with  a  garden  in  the  Rue 
Taitbout.  I  was  persuaded  to  give  a  ball  to  the 
former  members  of  my  company  at  the  Opera. 
At  i\ns  fete  of  artists,  Mesdames  Taglioni,  Falcon, 
Elssler,  and  Dumilatre,  met  Mesdemoiselles  Mars, 
Rose  Dupuis,  and  Dupont.  A  clever  friend  of 
mine,  an  assiduous  frequenter  of  the  green-room 
of  the  Theatre-Fran^ais,  undertook  to  invite,  in 
my  name,  Mdlle.  Rachel,  with  M.  Samson  her 
professor,  and  Mad.  Felix  her  mother.  The  young 
tragic  actress,  who,  if  we  may  believe  the  report, 
stepped  on  this  occasion  for  the  first  time  into  a 
drawing-room,  excited  the  most  sympathetic  sur- 
prise on  her  entrance.  She  was  dressed  in  white  ; 
without  a  jewel,  without  even  a  flower.  In  society 
and  at  home  the  magic  eountenance  of  Mdlle. 
Rachel  is  exchanged  for  the  most  graceful  and 
good-natured  physiognomy  in  the  world.  Her- 
mione was  a  model  of  tact,  wit,  and  good  breeding ; 
Hermione  did  not  dance. 

Shortly  after  this,  the  only  subject  to  be  met 
with  in  the  papers,  both  large  and  small,  was  the 
luminous  and  charming  star  that  was  casting  floods 
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of  licht  upon  the  grey  cold  sky  of  Tragedy  and 
the  Theatre-Fran^ais.  Merle  and  Jules  Janin, 
by  their  warm  praises,  ennobled  Mad.  Rachel's 
young  talent.  People  strove  with  each  other  in 
surrounding  the  new  artist  with  the  most  roman- 
tic interest,  by  narrating  the  misery,  the  priva- 
tions, and  the  wandering  hfe  of  her  childhood  and 
early  youth.  The  arts,  too,  did  all  in  their  power 
to  illustrate  this  favoi-ite  of  the  Muses,  and  noth- 
ing was  to  be  seen  but  lithographs,  pictures,  and 
statuettes  of  Rachel. 

The  possessors  of  great  names  and  great  fortunes 
are  rather  pleased  with  playing  the  part  of 
Mecsenases  to  young  celebrites.  It  was  the  fash- 
ion and  accounted  a  great  piece  of  luxe,  to  have 
the  savage  Hermoine  in  one's  saloons.  She  speed- 
ily numbered  among  her  friends,  who  loaded  her 
with  marks  of  tenderness,  and  presents,  the  great- 
est personages  of  Spain,  then  in  Paris  :  the  Duch- 
ess de  Berwick  et  d'Albe,  the  beautiful  Marquise 
d'  Alcanices,  the  Princesse  d'Anglona,  the  Count- 
ess de  Toreno  and  her  sister,  Madlle.  Incarnacion, 
M.  de  Roca  de  Togares,  at  present  Marquis  de 
Molins,  and  Ex-Minister  of  the  Navy  in  Spain, 
the  Marquis  de  Los  Llanos,  Count  de  la  Vega  del 
Pozo,  etc.,  etc.  The  Noailles  family  received  her 
in  the  morning.  The  Duke  de  Noailles,  at  pres- 
ent a  Member  of  the  French  Academy,  became 
her  assiduous  councillor,  frequently  passing  whole 
evenings  with  her  alone,  in  literary  conversation 
and  paternal  intimacy. 

The  Countess  Duchatel  was  as  madly  attached 
to  the  seductive  child  of  Melpomene  as  her  grand- 
father had  formerly  been  to  Mdlle.  Duchesnols. 
She  made  her  take  her  place  as  frequently  as 
possible  at  her  table,  or  near  her  in  her  drawing- 
room,  while  Count  Duchatel,  the  minister,  gave 
the  young  pensionnaire  of  the  Theatre-Fran- 
9ais  a  rich  and  coquettish  library,  the  shelves  of 
which  supported  only  our  classical  chefs-d'ceuore, 
and  Books  of  Morality. 

There  was  never  a  meeting  or  literary  fdte  at 
the  Abbaye-au.^-Bois,  at  Mad.  Recamler's,  without 
Mdlle.  Rachel,  who  succeeded  in  pleasing  and 
enchanting  people,  even  when  near  the  distin- 
guished woman  who,  without  fortune  and  no  longer 
possessing  the  charms  of  youth,  was  able  to  pre- 
serve her  illustrious  friends,  and  who  collected  In 
"a  room  In  a  convent  the  polite  society  of  her  time 
to  speak  of  works  of  wit  or  hear  a  chapter  of  the 
Mhnoires  tV Oulre-Tomhe,  written  the  evening  be- 
fore. The  actress  astonished  and  delighted  the 
little  literary  church  of  the  Abbaye-aux-Bols  by 
her  airs  of  chastity  and  mystic  purity. 

At  one  of  the  literary  matinees,  which  were  of 
frequent  occurrence  at  the  Abbaye-au.x-Bois,  Ra- 
chel had  been  requested  by  Mad.  Recamler  to 
recite  for  M.  de  Chateaubriand,  one  or  two  scenes 
of  the  character  of  Pauline  in  Polyeucte. 

Mon  epoux,  en  mourant,  m'a  laissiS  .ses  lumifcres! 
Son  sang,  dont  tes  bourreaux  viennent  de  me  couvrir, 
H'a  dessill^  les  yeux,  et  me  les  vient  d'ouvrir: 
Je  VOI3,  je  SAis,  je  ckois  ! 

The  scene  was  Interrupted  by  an  unexpected 
visit ;  the  Archbishop  of  *  *  *  was  announced. 

'  Monseigneur,'  said  Madame  Recamler,  slight- 
ly embarrassed,  '  allow  me  to  introduce  to  you 
Madlle.  Rachel,  who  was  just  engaged  In  a  scene 
of  Pauline,  from  Polyeucte,  which  she  had  kindly 
consented  to  recite  for  us.' 

'  I  should  greatly  deplore  interrupting  the  fine 
verses  of  Corneille,'  replied  the  new-comer. 

From  scruples  of  delicacy,  however,  Mdlle.  Ra- 
chel would  not  proceed  with,  the  part  of  Pauline 
before  the  prelate.  She  was  unwilling  to  exclaim, 
like  a  Christian  convert,  '  Je  vols,  je  sals,  je  crois ;' 
and  thus  be  guilty  of  a  falsehood  before  a  Minister 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

'If  you  will  allow  me,  Monseigneur,' she  said, 
with  the  most  respectful  good  taste,  '  I  will  recite 
some  verses  from  Esther^  thus,  thanks  to  the  work 
written  by  Racine  for  the  pupils  of  St.-Cyr,  re- 
maining faithful  to  the  Jewish  religion. 

When  Mdlle.  Rachel  had  concluded,  the  arch- 
bishop complimented  her  in  the  warmest  terms, 
addin": 

'  We,  priests  of  the  Lord,  do  not  often  enjoy  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  great  artists.  I  shall,  "how- 
ever, have  enjoyed  It  twice  in  my  life ;  I  heard 
Mad.  Mallbran  at  Florence,  and  I  shall  be  indebt- 


ed to  Mad.  Recamler  for  having  heard  Madlle. 
Rachel.  To  recite  fine  verses  so  beautifully.  It  is 
necessary  to  experience  all  the  sentiments  they 
convey.' 

Making  the  most  charming  curtsey,  Madlle.  Ra- 
chel replied,  with  downcast  eyes,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  with  assurance, 

'  Monseigneur,  je  crois! ' 

In  this  unexpected  posture  of  alfairs,  the  ynnnj; 
trage'llenne  displayed  wit  and  propriety  sufficitMit 
to  entrance  an  archbishop. 

Her -appearance  used  to  create  a  sensation  In 
all  public  places.  Whenever  she  attended  the  sit- 
tings of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  which  she  often 
did,  like  some  great  lady  who  took  an  Interest  in 
politics,  the  eyes  of  every  one  In  that  assembly  of 
sages  were  attracted  to  her,  the  attention  of  the 
auditory  being  attracted  even  from  the  illustrious 
orators  whom  she  came  to  hear  and  study. 

How  much  intelligence  and  good  taste  were  re- 
quisite for  her  to  bear  with  propriety  this  sudden 
change  from  the  most  obscure  misery  to  all  the  in- 
toxicating pleasures  of  success — to  the  happy  po- 
sition of  the  spoilt  child  of  Fortune,  of  the  fash- 
ionable world,  and  the  public  !  The  same  persons 
who,  at  a  later  period,  exaggerated  her  foibles, 
and  unsparingly  accused  her  of  unpardonable  ex- 
cesses, only  perceived  in  her,  at  the  dawn  of  her 
celebrity,  a  heart  perfectly  Innocent  of  all  the 
bad  sentiments  and  violent  passions  which,  it  was 
said,  she  could  so  well  pourtray,  without  experi- 
encing. The  success  that  Mademoiselle  Rachel 
achieved  In  the  saloons  of  the  great,  and  the  feel- 
ings of  partiality,  full  of  tendernes",  which  she 
inspired  in  distinguished  women  and  men  of  In- 
tellect and  acquirements,  can  only  be  explained 
by  the  fact  of  her  possessing  good  and  rare  quali- 
ties, peculiar,  I  will  not  say  to  an  actress,  but  to  a 
young  girl,  clever,  amiable,  and  always  mistress 
of  herself.  In  this  study  of  Madlle.  Rachel  I  shall 
therefore,  have  to  seek  for  and  appreciate  all  the 
coquettish  secrets  of  the  seductive  woman  as  well 
as  all  those  of  the  artist  of  talent.  Let  us  first 
study  the  tragic  actress. 

Although  still  very  young,  Madlle.  Rachel  was 
an  old  artist  when  she  went  to  the  Theatre-Fran- 
9als.  She  first  entered  Choron's  school,  for  the 
purpose  of  studying  music.  Her  Intelligence  at- 
tracted the  master's  attention. 

'  What  is  your  name,  my  dear  ?  '  asked  Choron, 
whose  school  of  religious  music  was  subsidized  by 
the  State  under  the  Restoration. 

'  Elizabeth  Rachel.' 

'  The  name  of  Elizabeth  would  not  sound  very 
well  In  the  midst  of  our  pious  Christian  exercises. 
You  must  call  yourself  Eliza.' 

Already,  at  her  early  age,  the  future  tragedian 
possessed  a  contralto. 

'  You  will  not  find  parts  fitted  for  your  voice 
anywhere  but  in  the  Italian  scores,  I  am  afraid, 
my  dear,'  said  Choron. 

An  actor  who  had  retired  from  the  Theatre- 
Francjais,  where  he  had  never  shone  very  bril- 
liantly, kept  a  school  of  declamation,  and  took 
Madlle.  Rachel  as  a  pupil  at  a  very  early  age. — 
lie  used  to  call  her  '  his  little  diablesse.' 

Immediately  previous  to  their  debuts,  the  pupils 
of  the  Conservatory  and  of  the  various  private 
schools  like  to  play  before  a  certain  public,  with 
dresses  and  scenery,  the  parts  they  have  selected  ; 
they  call  this:  "  monter  line  partie."  The  other 
parts  are  confided  to  fellow-students  who,  however, 
if  they  insist  upon  it,  receive  for  their  services  the 
moderate  recompense  of  two  francs.  In  her  pov- 
erty, Madlle.  R.  was  always  ready  to  lend  her  as- 
sistance In  these  performances,  which  were  of  fre- 
quent occurrence,  and  for  two  francs  on  each  oc- 
casion she  used  to  play,  with  confidence  and  spirit, 
male  or  female  characters,  young  lovers, soubrettes, . 
or  grand  priests.  Like  Adrienne  Lecouvreur, 
she  became  used  to  the  boards  from  a  very  early 
age.  If  I  am  correctly  Informed,  she  was  en- 
gaged, and  even  created  a /urore,  at  the  The'atre- 
Moliere,  under  the  name  of  '  the  little  Eliza.' — 
M.  Poirson,  who  put  up  La  Vende'enne  at  the  The- 
atre du  Gymnase  for  her  debuts,  said.  In  his  turn  : 

'  This  name  of  Eliza  would  not  look  very  well 
in  the  bills ;  have  you  not  got  another  ?' 

'  My  name  Is  Elizabeth  Rachel.' 

'  Ah,   that  will  do  I    Rachel  I   that  is  a   name 


which  it  is  easy  to  recollect  and  does  not  belong 
to  everybody.  In  future  call  yourself  Rachel. 
The  choice  of  a  name  has  much  more  to  do  with 
success  on  the  stage  than  people  thiid<.' 

Soon  afterwards,  he  advised  her  to  enter  upon 
a  course  of  serious  study,  and  prophesied  that  she 
would  achieve  great  triumphs  In  tragedy.  The 
young  artist  immediately  ])laced  hei'sclf  under  the 
exihislve  direction  of  M.  Samson,  professor  at  the 
Conservatory  and  si/cie'lalre  of  the  Tlieatrc-Fran- 
Qais.  Both  tragic  and  comic  actresses  have  in- 
variably sought  or  accepted  lessons  and  advice 
from  some  dramatic  or  literary  celebrity. 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  certain  that  the  knowl- 
edge and  experience  of  M.  Samson  opened  a  wide 
field  of  resources  fur  the  talent  of  Mdlle.  Rachel ; 
shp  did  not  play  a  single  character  without  re- 
hearsing It  before  him;  but,  while  acknowledging 
of  what  great  use  M.  Samson  might  have  been  to 
the  young  tragedian,  we  must  at  the  same  time  say 
that  only  one  Rachel  ever  Issued  from  the  classes 
of  the  eminent  professor. 

Are  the  grand  qualities  of  the  Hermione  of  1838, 
which  I  will  here  analyse,  the  fruit  of  art  and 
study,  or  the  fortunate  result  of  natural  gifts,  in- 
spiration, and  superior  intelligence? 

I  can  affirm,  with  certainty,  that  Mdlle.  Rachel 
studies  seriously  her  parts  ;  in  the  first  place,  she 
copies  them  all  out  herself,  she  searches  for  and 
notes  down  the  various  effects  of  situation,  and 
the  lines  tending  to  the  delineation  of  the  respec- 
tive parts,  afterwards  composing  and  preparing, 
with  all  tlie  nice  gradations  of  light  and  shade,  each 
character  as  a  whole. 

M.  Samson  used  then  frequently  to  advise  the 
adoption  of  effects  that  she  had  not  prepared,  del- 
icate shades  that  she  had  neglected,  and  'business' 
that  she  had  omitted  ;  he  would  comment  upon 
her  character.s,  give  her  the  proper  pitch,  and 
point  out  to  her  their  bearing  and  color.  The 
good  advice  of  the  master  was  never  lost  upon  his 
ready  and  intelligent  pupil. 

Nature  has  endowed  Mdlle.  Rachel  with  all  the 
qualities  necessary  for  finished  execution.  Her 
voice  possesses  volume  and  power.  It  Is  susceptible 
of  extremely  various  inflections,  and  capable  of 
expressing  rage,  without  becoming  screechy  and 
loud.  She  has  no  defectof  pronunciation,  her  lips 
and  mouth  being  most  admirably  formed  for 
a  beautiful  and  perfect  articulation.  Between 
the  end  of  her  delicately  shaped  and  charming 
little  ear  and  the  swell  of  her  shoulder,  the  dis- 
tance Is  most  harmonious.  Imparting  to  all  the 
movements  of  her  head  elegance  and  dignity. 
Her  figure  Is  slim  and  supple,  and  a  little  above 
the  middle  size.  It  has  been  said  that,  after  her 
debuts — after,  in  fact,  her  existence  became  a 
happy  one,  Mdlle.  Rachel  grew  a  great  deal,  even 
when  she  was  more  than  twenty.  Her  feet  and 
hands  are  finely  articulated,  and  her  carriage  noble 
and  proud.  Her  chest  alone  Is  poor  and  narrow. 
Look  at  Mdlle.  Rachel  In  society.  In  the  midst  of 
young  and  even  most  elegant  women  ;  she  stands 
out  from  them  by  the  natural  nobleness  and  dig- 
nity of  her  deportment — Incessu  patuit  dea.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  her  to  make  a  movement, 
to  fall  into  any  position  or  attitude,  which  was  un- 
graceful or  awkward.  She  drapes  herself  with 
marvellous  art,  and,  on  the  stage,  gives  proof  of  an 
intelligent  study  of  antique  statuary. 

Her  tragic  physiognomy  can  express  despair, 
hatred,  pride.  Irony  and  disdain — that  weapon 
which  is  as  powerful  in  the  theatrical  as  in  the  ora- 
torical art. 

We  are  not  here  playing  the  part  of  a  flatterer 
and  courtier ;  we  are  discussing  a  question  with 
equity  and  impartiality.  We  do  not,  therefore, 
fear  to  assert  that,  by  the  force  of  her  art,  fascin- 
ation, and  skill,  Madlle.  R<vchel  makes  up  for  an 
important  quality  in  which  she  is  deficient.  A 
greater  amount  of  sensibility  might  fairly  be  re- 
quired in  some  of  her  characters;  she  embues  her 
words,  her  looks,  her  gestures,  with  life  In  the  ex- 
pression of  the  violent  passions,  but  her  heart  is 
less  skilled  in  pourtraying  tenderness  and  love. 
All  her  artistic  talents  frequently  fail  to  render 
the  sufferings  of  the  soul.  In  Madlle.  Rachel's 
tragic  acting  the  sufferings  of  the  soul  often  be- 
come sufferings  of  the  body ;  her  utterance 
then  becomes  spasmodic ;  she  makes  pauses,  and 
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utters  cries,  ivliile  her  actions  are  agitated  and 
convulsive.  It  is  thus  that  she  represents  an- 
tique grief  and  pagan  grief.  Everything  that 
comes  from  the  heart  is  said  with  greater  profun- 
dity and  simplifity  ;  the  voice  alone  is  the  passion- 
ate and  sympathetic  interpreter  of  the  joys  and 
the  tortures  of  the  soul.  It  was  not  without  reason 
that  people  have  said  of  more  than  one  great  tragic 
actress :  '  She  has  tears  in  her  voice.'  Champ- 
mesle,  Adrienne  Lecouvreiir,  and  Duchesnois, 
possessed  sensibility,  and  it  was  more  especially  by 
that  electric  action  that  they  excited  and  moved 
the  public.  Madlle.  Rachel  astonishes,  charms 
and  moves  us,  by  a  style  of  elocution  which  is  not 
de6cient  in  correct  intentions  of  grandeur;  in  her 
studied  speeches  she  e-xcites  hopes  of  a  communi- 
cative sensibility,  of  a  profound  feeling  of  inward 
tenderness,  but  she  often  stops  half  way.  After 
seizing  on,  and  as  it  were,  holding  the  audience 
in  a  state  of  breathless  suspense,  she  leaves  them 
free  from  all  illusion,  and,  if  not  cold,  at  least  tran- 
quil and  serene.  Her  talent  in  such  cases  cap- 
tivates the  intelligence  without  gratifying  the  heart: 
it  does  not  penetrate  as  far  as  that ! 


A  Violia  Solo,  a  la  mode. 

[We  take  the  following  from  "  Christie  Johnstone," 
one  of  the  most  genial,  witty  and  original  of  recent  En- 
glish novels  (if  so  it  can  be  called,  being  in  fact  almost 
dramatic  in  its  treatment)  which  has  so  far  escaped  the 
notice  of  our  eager  re-publishers.  Is  not  Lord  T.'s 
prelude  a  perfect  tj-pe  and  model  of  the  violin  solos 
which  one  hears  so  often  in  the  concert  room  ?  Is  it 
not  about  as  good  as  a  condensed  report  upon  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  whole  of  them,  summing  up  all  their 
peculiarities  in  about  a  dozen  bars,  with  the  tunmg  by 
fifths  to  begin  with  ?  Play  it  over  on  your  piano,  if 
yon  cannot  hear  it  in  your  mind's  ear,  and  see  if  it  does 
not  recall  the  whole  line  of  your  old  virtuoso,  Paganinny 
acquaintances  ?] 


-A  PIC-NIC  BY  TEE  SEA  SHORE. 


(i). 


The  servants  were  employed  in  putting  away 
dishes  into  hampers. 

There  was  a  calm  silence. 

"  Hem,"  observed  Sir  Henry  Talbot. 

"  Eh  ?  "  replied  the  Honorable  Tom  Hither- 
ington. 

"  Mamma,"  said  Miss  Vere,  "  have  you  brought 
any  work '?  " 

"  No,  my  dear." 

"  At  a  pic-nic,"  said  Mr.  Hitherington,  "  isn't 
it  the  thing  for  somebody — aw — to  do  something? 

"Ipsden,"  said  Lady  Barbara,  "there  is  an 
understanding  betioeeti  you  and  Mr.  Hitherington. 
I  condemn  you  to  turn  him  into  English." 

"  Yes,  Lady  Barbara.  I'll  tell  you,  he  means 
• — do  you  mean  anything  Tom  ?  " 

Hitherington.  "  Can't  anybody  guess  what  I 
mean  ?  " 

Lady  Barbara.  "  Guess  first  yourself,  you 
can't  be  suspected  of  being  in  the  secret." 

Hither.  "  What  I  mean  is,  that  people  sing  a 
song,  or  run  races,  or  preach  a  sermon,  or  do 
something  funny  at  a  pic-nic, — aw — somebody 
gets  up  and  does  something." 

Lady  Bar.  Then  perhaps  Miss  Vere,  whose 
singing  is  famous,  will  have  the  complaisance  to 
sing  to  us." 

Miss  Vere.  "  I  should  be  happy.  Lady  Barbar,a 
but  I  have  not  brought  my  music." 

Lady  Bar.  "  O,  we  are  not  critical ;  the  sim- 
plest air,  or  even  a  fragment  of  melody  ;  the  sea 
and  the  sky  will  be  a  better  accompaniment  than 
Broad  wood  ever  made." 

MtKs  V.  "  I  can't  sing  a  note  without  book." 

Sir  H.  Talbot.  "  Your  music  is  in  your  soul — 
not  at  your  fingers'  ends." 

Lord  Ipsden.,  to  Lady  Bar.  "  It  is  in  her  book, 
and  not  in  her  soul." 

Lady  Bar.  to  Lord  Ips.  "  Then  it  has  chosen 
the  better  situation  of  the  two." 

Ips.  "  Miss  Vere  is  to  the  fine  art  of  music, 
what  the  engrossers  are  to  the  black  art  of  law ; 
it  all  philters  through  them  without  leaving  any 
sediment;  and  so  the  music  of  the  day  passes 
through  Miss  Vere's  mind,  but  none  remains — to 
stain  its  virgin  snows."     He  bows,  she  smiles. 


L^ady  Bar.,  to  herself.  "  Insolent :  and  the  little 
dunce  thinks  he  is  complimenting  her." 

Ips.  "  Perhaps  Talbot  will  come  to  our  rescue 
— he  is  a  fiddler." 

Tal.  "  An  amateur  of  the  violin." 

Ips.  "  It  is  all  the  same  thing." 

Lady  Bar.  "  I  wish  it  may  prove  so." 
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Miss  V.  "  Beautiful." 

Mrs.  Vere.  "  Charming." 

Hither.  "  Superb  !  " 

Ips.  "  You  are  aware  that  good  music  is  a 
thing  to  be  wedded  to  immortal  verse,  shall  I  re- 
cite a  bit  of  poetry  to  match  Talbot's  strain  ?  " 

Miss  V.  "  O,  yes !  how  nice." 

Ips.  (rhetorically).  "A.  B.  C.  D.  E.  F.  G.  H. 
I.  J.  K.  L.  M.  N.  6.  P.  Q.  R.  S.  T.  U.  V.  W.  X. 
Y.  Z.  Y.  X.  W.  V.  U.  T.  S.  O.  N.  M.  L.  K.  J. 
I.  H.  G.  F.  A.  M.  little  p.  little  t." 

Lady  Bar.  "  Beautiful !  Superb  I  Ipsden  has 
been  taking  lessons  on  the  thinking  instrument," 

Hither.  "  He  has  been  perdu  amongst  vulgar 
people." 

Tal.  "  And  expects  a  pupil  of  Herz  to  play 
him  tunes!" 

Lady  Bar.  "  What  are  tunes.  Sir  Henry." 

I'a/.  "  Something  I  don't  play.  Lady  Barbara." 

Lady  Bar.  "  I  underetand  you  ;  something  we 
ought  to  like." 


Ips.  "  I  have  a  Stradivarins  violin  at  home :  it 
is  yours,  Talbot,  if  you  can  define  a  tune." 

Tal.  "  A  tune  is — everybody  knows  what." 

Lady  Bar.  "  A  tune  is  a  tune,  that  is  what  you 
meant  to  say." 

Tal.  "  Of  course  it  is." 

Lady  Bar.  "  Be  reasonable,  Ipsden ;  no  man 
can  do  two  things  at  once  ;  how  can  the  pupil  of 
Herz  condemn  a  thing  and  know  what  it  means 
contemporaneously  ?  " 

Ips.  "  Is  the  drinking-song  in  Der  Freyschiitz, 
a  tune  ?" 

Lady  Bar.  "  It  is." 

Ips.  "  And  the  melodies  of  Handel  are  they 
tunes  ?  " 

Lady  Bar.  (pathetically).  "  They  are !  They 
are ! " 

7;).s'.  "  And  the  '  Russian  Anthem,"  and  the 
Marseillaise,  and  Ah,  Perdnna  ?" 

Tal.  "  And  Yankee  Doodle  ?  " 

Lady  Bar.  "  So  that  Sir  Henry,  who  prided 
himself  on  his  ignorance,  has  a  wide  field  for  its 
dominion." 

Tal.  "  All  good  violin  players  do  like  me ;  they 
prelude,  not  play  tunes." 

Ips.  "  Then  Heaven  be  thanked  for  our  blind 
fiddlers.  You  like  syllables  of  sound  in  jinmean- 
ing  rotation,  and  you  despise  its  words,  its  pur- 
poses, its  narrative  feats ;  carry  out  your  principle, 
it  will  show  you  where  you  are.  Buy  a  dirty 
pallet  for  a  picture,  and  dream  the  alphabet  is  a 
poem."  , 

Lady  Bar.,  to  herself.  "  Is  this  my  cousin  Rich- 
ard ?  " 

Hither.  "Mind,  Ipsden,  you  are  a  man  of  prop- 
erty, and  there  are  such  things  as  commissions  de 
lunatico. 

Lady  Bar.  "  His  defence  will  be  that  his  friends 
pronounce  him  insane." 

Ips.  "  No ;  I  shall  subpoena  Talbot's  fiddle, 
cross-examination  will  get  nothing  out  of  that 
but,  do,  re,  mi,  fa." 

Lady  Bar.  "  Yes  it  will ;  fa,  mi,  re,  do." 

Tal.  "  Violin,  if  you  please." 

Lady  Bar.  "  Ask  Fiddle's  pardon,  directly. 
Sound  of  fiddles  is  heard  in  the  distance. 

Tal.  "  How  lucky  for  you,  there  are  fiddles 
and  tunes,  and  the  natives  you  are  said  to  favor, 
why  not  join  them." 

ips.  (.'shaking  his  head  solemnly).  "  I  dread  to 
encounter  anotlier  prelude." 

Hither.  "  Come,  I  know  you  would  like  it ;  it 
is  a  wedding  party — two  sea  monsters  have  been 
united.  The  sailors  and  fishermen  are  all  blue 
cloth  and  wash-leather  gloves. 


Gleanings  from  German  Musical  Papers. 

The  Ncue  Zeitschrift  (Leipsic)  has  a  letter  from 
the  baths  of  Lucca,  which  speaks  of  Rossini  as 
among  the  visitors  there  in  August.  "  For  a  long 
time  he  has  been  in  the  saddest  state  of  mind,  the 
victim  of  a  melancholy  bordering  upon  madness. 
He  has  had  two  such  attacks  before,  only  in  not 
so  intense  a  degree.  It  is  said  to  have  been 
brought  on  some  months  ago  in  Florence,  where 
he  lives,  in  consequence  of  the  purchase  of  a 
house  and  a  depression  in  the  funds !  As  long 
ago  as  1848,  it  seems  that  Rossini,  a  rich  man, 
piling  rents  upon  rents,  imagined  himself  ruined 
and  came  near  losing  his  wits.  To  see  him  mo- 
ving slowly  along,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
one  acquaintance  at  the  most,  silent,  down-cast, 
absorbed  in  himself,  you  would  hardly  suspect  him 
of  being  the  creator  of  "  Tell"  and  "  the  Barber," 
quite  as  little  of  being  that  jovial  lover  of  life  that 
he  is  commonly  described  to  be.  Rossini's  crea- 
tive power  is  said,  shortly  before  this  attack,  to 
have  shown  no  signs  of  decay.  But  his  health  is 
completely  shattered,  and  his  friends  are  prepared 
every  moment  for  the  worst." 

The  pianist  Klindwokth  has  arranged  the 
great  C  major  symphony  of  Franz  Schubert 
for  two  pianos  with  four  hands. 
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The  Gennanic  National  Museum  in  Nuremberg 
— a  unique  and  magnificent  undertaking  in  its 
way, — 'is  to  contain  among  otlier  tilings  a  complete 
collection  of  old  musical  insh-uments,  partly  ori- 
ginals and  partly  exact  copies.  It  already  has  a 
•separate  chamber  filled  with  Middle  Age  musical 
instruments,  which  is  to  be  made  as  complete  as 
possible.  The  Cologne  Cathedral  contains  vari- 
ous instruments  of  the  13th  century  carved  in 
stone. 

Liszt  has  been  writing  in  the  Netie  Zeitschrift 
a  series  of  articles  about  some  of  the  modern  ope- 
ras, such  as  Masaniello,  La  Dame  Blanche,  and 
finally  the  Alfons  und  Estrella  of  Franz  Schu- 
bert, a  work  composed  in  1818,  ten  years  before 
the  composer's  death,  and  brought  out  for  the  first 
time  in  1854.  Liszt  doubts  if  it  ever  would  have 
been  popular,  and  regards  the  present  trial  of  it 
as  a  historical  tribute  to  one  of  the  greatest  ge- 
niuses ever  devoted  to  music.  He  thinks  Schu- 
bert less  successful  in  his  operas  than  in  his  songs, 
through  which,  however,  he  has  indirectly  done 
an  immense  service  to  the  dramatic  muse.  He 
says  in  conclusion : 

"  Schubert  was  a  nature  of  the  purest  ring,  full 
of  marrow  and  vitality:  he  glows  with  the  divine 
fire  and  was  anointed  with  the  chrysm  of  the 
spirit ;  but  his  heavenly  Muse,  with  gaze  lost  in 
the  clouds,  loved  best  to  wave  the  folds  of  her 
azure  mantle  over  the  etherial  fields  and  woods 
and  mountains,  where  she  wandered  with  capri- 
cious step,  now  pensive  and  now  frolicsome,  and 
took  not  naturally  to  the  artificial  path  on  which 
the  dramatic  Muse  glides  cautiously  about  between 
side  scenes  and  rows  of  lamps ;  his  winged  stro- 
phe felt  itself  ill  at  ease  amid  the  rattling  of  ma- 
chinery and  wheels.  He  is  rather  to  be  compared 
to  the  mountain  stream,  that  breaks  loose  from  the 
breast  of  snowy  summits  and  in  downright,  foam- 
ing cataracts  wets  the  rocky  steep  with  thousand 
many-colored  sparkling  drops,  than  to  the  majes- 
tic river,  that  waters  the  plains  and  repeats  the 
image  of  the  cathedral  in  its  mirror.  He  is  and 
he  continues  great  in  Art,  because  in  it  as  in  Na- 
ture, greatness,  nobility  and  sublimity  are  not 
proportioned  to  dimensions, — because  its  creations 
are  not  to  be  weighed  and  measured  like  mercan- 
tile products,  but  according  to  those  incorporeal 
laws,  whose  mystery  the  human  soul  possesses, 
without  being  able  to  reveal  it." 

Robert  Schttmann. —  Among  the  larger 
compositions  on  which  he  was  employed  just  be- 
fore his  sickness,  a  comic  opera  is  named,  the 
te.\t  to  which  has  been  elaborated  after  Goethe's 
"  Hermann  and  Dorothea  "  by  Horn,  the  poet  to 
his  "  Pilgrim  of  the  Rose."  The  overture,  in 
which  the  Marseillaise  appears  as  the  leading 
theme,  had  been  completed  by  Schumann  some 
time  since. — He  is  also  said  to  have  commenced 
the  composition  of  the  choruses  in  Schiller's 
"  Bride  of  Messina,"  the  overture  to  which  ap- 
peared two  years  since  as  his  Op.  100. — The 
latest  accounts  are  quite  encouraging  about  the 
state  of  his  health.  He  is  said  to  be  so  far  re- 
stored that  he  can  again  busy  himself  with  com- 
position (iVeue  Zeilschrijt,  Sep.  8.) 

Clara  Schumann  is  to  make  an  extended 
artistic  tour  through  Germanny  next  winter. 
She  will  appear  after  in  the  Gewandhaus  con- 
certs at  Leipsic,  which  will  be  principally  her 
residence. 
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The  Musical  Season, 

To  begin  at  home.  The  musical  appetite  in 
our  good  city,  judging  from  what  we  hear  in  pri- 
vate on  all  sides,  is  waxing  sharp  and  almost  clam- 
orous, while  the 'supplies  seem  backward.  Octo- 
ber is  over,  and  we  have  had  scarcely  any  con- 
certs and  no  operas.  But  patience.  Es  geht  an  ! 
The  hum  of  preparations,  strong  and  manifold, 
may  be  heard  by  those  who  loiter  evenings  or  af- 
ternoons about  the  music  halls.  The  season  opens 
rather  later  than  usual,  but  so  far  at  least  as  con- 
certs are  concerned,  there  soon  will  be  no  lack. 
Rehearsals  are  proceeding  quite  industriously 
among  our  societies,  who  seem  destined  to  take 
the  season  into  their  own  hands  pretty  much  this 
time.  We  have  had  some  peeps  behind  the  cur- 
tain, and  a  taste  of  good  things  that  bid  fair  to 
furnish  forth  full  many  a  feast. 

The  Music  Hall  on  Sunday  evening  was  busy 
as  a  bee-hive  with  rehearsals.  Two  separate  Or- 
atorios, employing  in  the  aggregate  some  500  sing- 
ers, were  rehearsing  at  the  same  time  in  the  great 
hall  and  the  lecture  room  below.  The  former 
was  a  rehearsal  with  orchestra  by  the  Mendels- 
sohn Choral  Society.  The  piece  was  the 
(to  us)  new  oratorio  by  Lindpaintner,  called  the 
"  Widow  of  Nain,"  a  short  piece  of  its  kind, 
which,  with  other  selections  is  to  be  publicly  pro- 
duced in  the  same  place  on  the  5th  of  next  month. 
The  conductor  is  Mr.  H.  Eckhardt,  a  good  mu- 
sician, who  has  had  experience  in  this  kind  in 
Germany,  and  whose  leadership  of  the  late  "  Sax- 
onia  Band,"  and  more  recent  success  in  making  so 
nice  a  thing  out  Of  the  little  orchestra  at  the  Mu- 
seum, is  guaranty  that  he  will  marshal  his  forces 
to  some  purpose.  The  choir,  numerous,  young 
and  ambitious,  full  of  fresh  voices,  and  unusually 
efficient  in  the  female  parts,  is  under  the  special 
training  and  instruction  of  a  chorus-master,  Mr. 
J.  Q.  Wetherbee.  This  gentleman,  a  favorite 
singer  in  our  oratorios  some  twelve  years  back,  has 
since,  by  his  studies  in  the  Royal  Academy  and 
seven  years  residence  in  London,  made  himself 
a  master  of  his  profession,  both  as  teacher  and  as 
singer.  His  vocal  talent  will  be  employed  in  the 
solos  of  this  oratorio  :  and  from  the  little  that  we 
heard  in  the  rehearsal  it  was  evident  that  here 
was  a  baritone  voice  of  rare  power  and  beauty, 
and  style,  such  as  has  been  almost  always  want- 
ing in  our  bass  singers.  The  other  solo  singers, 
(whose  names  will  be  found  in  the  announcement,) 
are  among  the  best  available.  The  orchestra  is 
composed  of  thirty-six  instruments  led  by  Mr. 
Suck.  The  organist  is  Mr.  W.  R.  Babcock, 
one  of  our  young  native  musicians  who  has  not, 
we  believe,  studied  abroad,  but  who  for  all  that 
is  one  of  the  most  hish-toned,  classical  and  able 
organists  we  have. 

Of  the  music  of  the  "Widow  of  Nain,"  we 
are  not  prepared  to  speak,  after  a  single  hear- 
ing of  some  fragments  in  the  middle  of  the  work. 
We  should  judge  that  it  would  prove  pleasing 
and  popular,  although  not  great  or  original.  Por- 
tions seemed  extremely  overladen  with  brass,  in 
the  most  modern  style,  in  which  we  trust  the  per- 
formance will  not  too  far  humor  the  intention  of 
the  composer.  Parts  sounded  like  Weber,  in  their 
melody  and  instrumentation.     Other  parts  of  a 


softer  character,  one  song  especially,  sounded  for 
all  the  world  as  if  you  were  listening  to  Ilnyiln, 
and  to  a  new  version  of  "  With  verdure  clad." — 
But  these  are  first  and  fragmentary  impressions. 
Two  performances  of  this  are  to  be  (bllowcd,  at 
Christmas  time,  by  the  "  Messiah,"  and  after  that, 
"  Elijah." 

Stepping  down  into  the  lower  hall  wi;  found 
circle  above  circle  of  eagerly  interested  Handel 
and  HAYDN-ers,  glancing  from  their  books  down 
to  the  centre  where  stood  their  raspiriting  but 
exacting  conductor,  Carl  Zerrahn,  and  where 
Mr.  Muller's  piano  accompaniment  lent  a  sure 
support,  as  they  broke  ground  in  some  of  the 
most  difficult  choruses  of  Mendelssohn's  "  Elijah," 
which  occupies  the  foreground  in  their  winter's 
programme,  and  will  be  produced  several  Sun- 
day evenings  in  succession,  after  the  middle  of 
November.  Quite  a  cozy,  sociable  "  little  sing  " 
they  seemed  to  be  having  there,  two  or  three 
hundred  of  them,  with  half  as  many  sympathetic 
listeners.  From  the  great  hall  above  was  only 
heard  through  the  ceiling,  in  the  pauses,  the  dull 
grumbling  of  the  double-basses,  or  at  times  a 
winding  far-off  note  of  a  French  horn,  most 
penetrating  of  all  sounds.  Of  the  orchestra,  to 
come  in  when  the  vocal  forces  shall  have  got 
thoroughly  drilled  into  their  parts,  and  composed 
of  thirty  ex-Germanians  and  others,  we  have  be- 
fore spoken.  We  understand  there  is  a  chance 
that  Miss  Louisa  Pynb,  of  the  English  opera 
troupe^now  in  New  York,  and  so  distinguished  in 
the  oratorios  in  England,  may  be  engaged  for 
some  of  the  miscellaneous  concerts  of  the  H.  and 
H.  .We  think  "Elijah"  is  entitled  to  the  full 
advantage  of  all  extra  talent  that  may  be  avail- 
able. For  the  more  popular  kind  of  bait  Ros- 
sini's "  Moses  in  Egypt"  also  dangles  in  prospect 
The  "Messiah"  will  be  given  on  Christmas  Eve, 
and  there  is  promise  of  a  part  (why  not  the 
whole  ?  at  least  the  choruse.s)  of  Handel's  "  Israel 
in  Egypt,"  besides  the  "  Creation,"  &c.,  &o. — On 
the  whole,  the  "thirty-ninth  season"  of  the  "  old 
Handel  and  Haydn"  promises  to  be  a  rich  one. 

Every  Monday  evening  the  Mendelssohn 
Choral  Society  hold  their  chorus  studies  in  Co- 
chituate  Hall ;  and  every  Monday  evening  also, 
in  the  Meionaon,  the  Musical  Education  So- 
ciety are  busily  pursuing  their  rehearsals,  under 
the  conductorship  of  Herr  August  Kreiss- 
MANN.  They  too  will  doubtless  soon  let  them- 
selves be  heard  from. — So  much  for  oratorios. 

Now  for  orchestra,  great  instrumental  music, 
symphonies,  and  so  forth.  The  Music  Hall  rings 
also  with  their  notes  of  preparation.  On  Blon- 
day  afternoon  we  had  the  pleasure  of  sitting  for 
half  an  hour  in  that  dehghtful  place,  whose  very 
walls  are  eloquent  with  musical  associations,  and 
listening  to  the  first  rehearsal  of  the  new  Musi- 
cal Fund  Orchestra.  They  begin  heroically — 
Beethoven's  ".Heroic  "  Symphony  (the  one  least 
often  heard  here  hitherto  of  the  whole  nine)  was 
the  subject  of  their  study,  to  be  faithfully  and 
frequently  resumed,  in  preparation  for  the  first 
concert.  The  materiel  of  the  band  has  been  al- 
ready stated,  it  is  far  superior  to  any  that  the 
Musical  Fund,  or  any  other  Boston  orchestra, 
has  ever  been  able  to  collect  before.  Mr.  Suck 
is  again  their  conductor,  under  whose  prompting 
the  attacks  upon  the  great  difficulties  of  the 
Eroica  were  vigorously  made  and  in  a  spirit  that 
promises  success.  It  is  only  proper  to  say  now, 
that  the  collective  tone  and  temper  of  the  orches- 
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tra,  the  euphony  of  the  whole  mass,  commends 
itself  at  once  as  far  superior,  far  more  musical 
and  true  and  vital,  than  we  have  had  in  former 
years.  The  body  of  first  violins  is  very  line,  and 
the  horns  (three  of  them,  taxed  quite  severely  in 
some  passages  of  that  symphony),  spake  out  with 
a  promptness  and  precision  and  purity  of  into- 
nation, that  only  reminded  one  by  contrast  of  old 
times.  The  society  disincline  to  resume  the  past 
years'  fashion  of  afternoon  "  Public  Rehearsals." 
Public  rehearsals  were  always  an  absurdity,  a 
misnomer  altogether.  But  cheap  afternoon,  free 
and  easy  concerts,  such  as  the  Germanians  gave, 
with  a  plentiful  supply  of  the  best  symphonies 
and  overtures,  we  cannot  but  think  every  way 
desirable.  It  is  feared  that  they  injure  the  reo-u- 
lar  evening  concerts  by  making  great  oppor- 
tunities too  common.  We  reason  difTerently. 
This  may  be  the  case  with  regard  to  light  music, 
to  the  "  nine  days'  wonders  "  of  virtuosity,  solo- 
singing  and  playing,  &c.,  where  curiosity  and  not 
musical  taste  is  appealed  to ;-  but  with  sympho- 
nies, with  the  eternal  classics  and  masterworks  of 
genius,  it  is  the  frequent  hearing  only,  that  can 
ever  make  the  masses  love  them ;  here  the  appe- 
tite but  grows  by  what  it  feeds  on  ;  the  more  one 
hears  the  more  one  loves  and  longs  to  hear.  Ke- 
duce  the  opportunities  of  hearing  any  given  sym- 
phony of  Beethoven  to  the  one  or  two  in  a  year, 
when  it  takes  its  turn  in  a  subscription  concert, 
and  you  at  the  same  time  reduce  the  chances  of 
appreciated  auditors  enough  to  make  it  pay  that 
once  or  twice. 

We  hope  the  government  of  the  Musical  Fund 
will  reconsider  this  matter  seriously,  before  crush- 
ing out  this  bright  hope  of  so  many  music-loving 
youths  and  maidens  ?  (What  if  some  of  them  do 
love  fun,  flirtation,  &c.,  better  ?  There  is  the  nat- 
ural life  and  there  is  the  musical  life,  and  by  fre- 
quent exposure  to  good  music  does  the  former  get 
converted  to  the  latter.)  Three  things  are  want- 
ed: rehearsals  (private)  for  the  schooling  of  the 
orchestra;  afternoon  informal  performances,  for 
the  schooling  of  the  public  ;  and  carefully  arrang- 
ed evening  concerts,  in  the  highest  sense  of  the 
term,  to  exhibit  the  results  of  both  kinds  of  school- 
ing. 

In  the  meantime,  we  are  encouraged  to  hope 
that  the  select  orchestra,  which  Mr.  Zerrahn 
has  organized  for  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Orato- 
rios, will  ere  long  try  the  experiment,  and  test  the 
demand  for  cheap  afternoon  symphony  concerts. 

Of  Chamber  Concerts  we  have  already  sur- 
veyed the  prospect  so  far  as  it  has  come  out  from 
the  mists  of  uncertainty,  and  reported  thereon  in 
our  number  before  the  last.  We  may  mention 
also  that  our  suggestion  of  stated  afternoon  oppor- 
tunities of  hearing  the  true  styles  of  Organ  Mu- 
sic, taking  advantage  of  the  noble  organ  in  the 
Tremont  Temple,  is  in  a  fair  way  to  be  improved 
by  Mr.  WiLLCOX,  with  the  aid  of  other  sterhng  or- 
ganists. There  is  no  branch  of  musical  culture 
which  stands  so  much  in  need  of  furtherance 
among  us ;  no  high  form  of  musical  Art  with 
which  the  public  are  in  fact  so  unfamiliar  as  good 
organ  music.  And  in  this  connection  let  us  sug- 
gest, that  through  the  medium  of  our  choral  soci- 
eties, or  smaller  select  choirs,  it  is  quite  time  that 
another  of  the  greatest  forms  of  musical  Art,  now 
only  cultivated  in  little  in  small  clubs  and  circles 
or  known  in  Catholic  churches,  should  be  made  to 
yield  its  beauties,  its  grandeurs  and  its  inspira- 
tions to  the  general  culture  and  enjoyment.     We 


mean  the  noble  Masses  of  Haydn,  Mozart,  Beet- 
hoven, Cherubini,  as  well  as  of  the  older  and  se- 
verer masters.  There  is  no  great  vocal  music  in 
itself  so  fascinating;  and  we  even  suspect  that, 
once  made  familiar,  it  would  prove  more  attractive, 
Latin  te.xt  and  all,  than  any  English  Oratorio  af- 
ter the  three  or  four  greatest. 

All  that  we  have  thus  far  noticed  comes  proper- 
ly under  the  head  of  classical  music;  and  it  is  a 
striking  and  encouraging  fact,  that  when  we  come 
to  look  around  for  the  other  side,  the  old  medley 
portion  of  the  prospect,  which  once  occupied  the 
larger  half  of  the  cii-cle  of  vision,  looking  so  irre- 
claimable, we  find  it  not  only  shrunk,  but  entirely 
under  the  mists.  Of  miscellaneous,  vn-tuoso,  solo, 
ad  captandum  concerts,  we  doubt  not  there  will  be 
enough  ;  yet  we  nowhere  discern  the  dust  of  their 
solid  columns  advancing,  as  in  past  years,  to  occu- 
py the  winter  ;  their  visits  now  are  rather  of  the 
Cossack  kind ;  hovering  at  safe  distance  they 
watch  their  opportunities  to  make  brief  inroads. 

But  what  of  Opera  ?  That  question  we  must 
try  to  answer  next  week,  by  which  time  also  we 
may  hope  new  light  will  dawn. 


How  MAHY  Chorus  Singers  V — "When  we  consider 
how  many  voices  are  employed  in  our  three  Oratorio 
societies,  and  liow  many  others  have  had  some  seasons 
of  tlie  same  practice  during  the  last  years,  we  think  it 
would  be  safe  to  say  that  Boston  at  this  present  time 
contains  at  least  a  thousand  persom,  familiar  with  and 
aljle  to  bear  their  part  creditably,  at  a  moment's  notice, 
in  tlie  choruses  of  Handel's  "  Messiah." 


Mr.  James  C.  D.  Parker. — We  are  soon  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  tasting  more  fruits  of  young  native  talent 
ripened-under  Enropean  culture.  Wr.  Parker,  one  of  the 
most  earnest,  modest  and  musician-like  of  our  young 
townsmen  whf'  have  been  studying  in  German}*,  and  who 
returns  to  us  an  accomplished  composer  and  performer 
of  the  classical  school  of  piano  and  organ  music,  pro- 
poses to  give  a  soirtie  in  the  Messrs.  Chickering's  saloon 
on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  Nov.  9th,  assisted  by  the 
Quintette  Club.  Mr.  P.'s  quiet  tastes  do  not  incline  him 
to  enter  the  lists  as  a  concert  player;  but  in  assuming 
the  profession  of  a  teacher  in  his  native  place,  he  verj- 
natiirally  takes  this  mode  of  making  his  artistic  qualifi- 
cations known.  His  many  friends  have  known  how*  tru- 
ly he  has  always  loved  and  served  l>is  Art,  and  have  been 
awaiting  some  such  occasion  for  a  first  taste  of  his  quali- 
ty- 
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Mr.  Wetherbee's  "  Evening  with  the  Great  Mas- 
ters," we  are  sorry  to  say,  did  not  attract  that  audience 
which  his  accomplishments,  both  .as  a  disconrser  about 
music  and  musicians  and  as  a  singer,  gave  him  a  just 
right  to  expect.  Yet  those  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to 
be  present  were  highly  gratified  with  what  was  said  and 
what  was  sung  of  oratorios.  Mr.  \V.  is  perhaps  our  most 
artistic  native  male  vocalist,  and  with  his  warm,  elastic, 
singing  bass  voice  has  rare  power  of  illustrating  and 
vitalizing  his  comparisons  of  the  masters  of  song.  We 
hope  that  sometime  this  winter,  (by  subscription,  per- 
haps,) he  may  be  induced  to  give  his  whole  course  of 
three  lectures  in  this  city,  including  the  subjects  of  Ope- 
ra and  National  Melody,  as  well  as  of  Oratorio. 


At  Last  ! — We  are  happy  to  announce  that  the 
long  expected  statue  of  Beethoven,  for  the  Boston 
Music  Hall,  the  work  of  our  American  sculptor, 
Crawford,  the  gift  of  our  musical  townsman,  C.  C. 
Perkins,  has  been  cast  in  bronze  at  Munich.  We 
learn  that  the  artist  has  every  reason  to  be  happy  in 
liis  work.  He  has  done  it  con  amove,  and  it  meets  the 
approbation  of  the  best  judges  in  Europe,  who  pro- 
nounce it  much  superior  to  the  Bonn  statue.  It  is 
not  to  occupy  the  niche,  at  first  designed,  above  the 
upper  balcony  in  the  wall  opposite  the  stage ;  but 
will  probably  front  the  audience  from  a  high  central 


position  on  the  stage,  with  a  background  purposely 
contrived  in  the  architecture  of  the  grand  organ, 
which  is  now  the  only  remaining  desideratum  of  our 
noble  hall. 


Musical  Education  Society. — Since  our  lead- 
ing article,  reviewing  the  winter's  prospect,  was  in 
type,  this  Society  has  announced  its  programme,  as 
below.  La.st  Uiiined,  it  is  actually  the  first  in  the 
field,  opening  next  Monday  evening  a  series  of  those 
pleasant  public  "  Rehearsals"  (will  not  some  one  in- 
vent a  better  name  t)  of  selections  from  the  best  Ora- 
torios, &c.,  which  were  so  popular  last  year. 
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HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY. 

^SaiKTY-l^INTH  YEAR. 

SilsQFiplioE  Soiooirts  for  I8S4 

THE  HANDEF.  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY  propose  to  pive  a 
Series  of  EIGHT  CONCERTS,  during  the  approaching 
Musitral  Season,  which  will  include  the  Oraforios  of  Fujah, 
The  Messiah,  Moses  in  Egypt,  Selections  from  Mt.  Sinai, 
ISR.AEL  !N  Egypt,  The  Cre.\tion,  &c. 

These  Ooncerte  will  be  given  at  the  Music  Hall,  commencing 
■with  ELijAa,  as  soon  as  praL'ticable.  The  Messiah  will  be  given 
on  Christmas  Eve. 

Tha  Solos  will  be  Fustained,  in  part,  by  some  of  ihe  same 
talent,whi<;h  made  the  perforuiannes  of  the  Ia.st  winter  so  pop- 
ular, wich  the  addition  of  other  voices,  now  practicing  in  the 
Society's  Solo  Class. 

Conductor CARL  ZERRAHN. 

Organist  and  Pianist F.  F    MULLER. 

The  Orchestra  is  composed  of  those  members  of  the  Germania 
Society  who  remain  in  Boston,  with  some  of  the  best  resident 
Musicians. 

Due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  first  performance. 

Tickers  are  now  ready  at  the  the  Music  Stores  of  Wade, 
DiTSON,  Reed,  &  Richardson,  at  Eaths  &  Fairbanks',  136 
"Washington  street,  and  at  No  1  Joy's  Building. 

H.  L.  HAZELTON,  Secretary. 
Boston,  October  24, 1854. 

THE  MUSICAL  EDUCATION  SOCIETY 

WILL  give  a  series  of  SIX  public  Rehearsals  during  the  ap- 
proaching muMcal  seri.>^on,  consisting  of  Chorut^es  from 
some  of  our  most  popular  Oratorios;  Soi  gs,  Duets,  Quartets, 
&c.,  by  members  of  the  Society.  The  first  will  take  place  at 
the  Meionaon,  on  MONDAY  EVENING  next,  October  30th, 
commencing  at  7^4'  o'clock. 

The  Choruses  will  be  rendered  by  an  efficient  and  selef  t  choir 
of  over  200  voices,  under  the  diret-iion  of  AUGUST  KREISS- 
MANN.     F.  F.  MULLEil,  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Society. 

A  limited  number  of  Tickets  to  the  serie-^  can  he  obtained  on 
application  at  the  "ffi.-e  of  the  :?ecret  ry,  No.  29  State  street,  at 
^1  each.  Single  Tickets  25  cents,  for  sale  at  the  door  on  the 
eveuiu^  of  performance. 

JAMES  D.  KENT,  Sec'y. 

Blrnhlssnljir  (Cjiarnl  Inrirtq. 

A  Special  Rehearsal  with  Orchestra  will  take  place  in  the 
MUSIC  HALL,  THIS  (Saturday)  EVENING,  at  7  o'clock 

M.  N.  BOYDEN,  Sec'y. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

THE  public  and  patrons  of  the  above  Society  are  hereby 
informed  that  the  Subscription  Tickets  for  the  Seventh 
Series  of  Concerts  are  now  ready  for  delivery  at  the  Society's 
Room,  No.  12  Tremont  Street,  up  stairs,  opposite  Reed  &  Co. 'a 
Music  Store,  from  10  A.  M.  to  4  P.  M  every  day.     ^ 

Oc28  LOUIS  RHIBACH,  Sec'y. 

CHAMBER  CONCERTS. 

€tit  BlriArlssDJju  (anintrtts  iClttb, 

HAVE  the  honor  of  announcing  to  their  friends  and  the 
public  of  Boston,  that  during  thi.i,  their  Sixth  season, 
they  will  give  a  series  of  EIGHT  CONCERTS,  to  take  place  at 
the  Rooms  of  the  Mc.^isi-s.  Cuickering.  Masonic  Temple- 
Owing  to  the  limited  number  of  seats,  the  price  of  rickets  for 
the  Series  will  be  Five  Dollars.  Single  admissions.  One  Dollar. 
They  will  be  assisted  by  the  best  resident  Artist*:,  and  no 
pains  will  be  spared  to  render  the  Series  worthy  the  patronage 
of  the  public.  The  Concerts  will,  as  usual,  take  place  on 
TUESDAY  EVENINGS,  once  a  fortnight  The  first  will  be 
given  about  the  middle  of  November.  The  Subscription  Lists 
will  be  out  in  a  lew  days.  Oct  14 

IMPROVED    MELODEONS. 

THE  subscriber  has  recently  received  from  Mr.  C.  Peloubet, 
manufacturer  nf  Musical  Instruments,  a  consignment  of 
his  improved  MELODEONS,  which  are  offered  for  sale  These 
instruments  are  .'superior  in  quality  of  tone  and  freedom  of 
action  to  any  yet  offered  to  the  public,  and  the  prices  are  not 
higher  than  others  of  more  ordinary  quality. 

A  liberal  discount  from  the  retail  prices  will  be  made  to 
wholesale  purchasers.  JOSEPH  L.  BATES, 

Oc  28    tit  129  Washington  St, 
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BOSTON,    OCTOBER    28,    1854, 


fMu  3Kitsirnl  .fniiit  Inrirfii. 

THE  GoTernment  of  this  Soriety  beg  to  announce  Us  Seventh 
Series  of  Concerff!,  commencing  about  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, to  be  contiuued  once  a  fortnight,  as  nearly  as  prarti- 
cnble  The  series  for  tb«  ensuinj;  seapoii  will  consist  of  •-i^ht 
Concerts.  The  subscription  price  for  the  series  is  fixed  at  .1F3.50. 
The  On-heytni,  about  fifty  in  nurnber,  has  becji  can-fully  re- 
organized, and  now  numbers  besideH  the  membprs  ctf  the  Musi- 
cal Fund  Socioty,  many  of  thef'irmer  members  of  th^Geriiiania 
Musical  Society,  and  other  resident  musicians  wlio  huve  lately 
Settled  in  Boston.  The  tlovernment  will  endeavor  to  render 
these  Concerts  as  far  as  possible  worthy  of  the  standard  of  ex- 
cellence now  demanded,  and  expected  to  be  acted  up  to,  by 
any  Society  desirous  of  securing  and  enjoying  the  patronage  of 
the  Boston  public. 

GOVERNMENT.— C  0.  Perkins.  President ;  C.  F.  Chickering, 
Tice  President;  L  Rimbach,  Secretary  ;  B.  A.  Burditt,  Treas- 
urer; U.  Fries,  Librarian  ;  G  BndrR.-;,  Auditor  ;  I.  M'lorhouse, 
F  Friese,  Associates  — T  E.  Chickering,  Geo.  T.  Bigelow,  J.  P. 
Bradlee,  S.  E.  Guild,  J.  Biyelow,  Trustees. 

[CT^Subscription  lists  are  now  ready,  and  may  be  found  at 
the  principal  Music  stores.  L.  RIMBACH,  Secretary. 

Bostou,  Oct.  1854. 

CLASSICAL  TRIO  CONCERTS. 

THE  subs-Tiber?  propi)se  to  give  FOLFK  MUSICAL  SOIREES 
in  the  Meinnaon  (Tretnont.  Temple).      The    programmes 
will  consist  of  Classical  Trios,  Quartets,  Solos,  &c  ,  lor  Piano, 
Tiolin  aud  Violoncello.     Further  particulars  hereafter. 
CARL  GARTNER,  Violin. 
CAUL  HAUSE,  Pi.\no-Forte. 
Ocl4  HENRI  JUNGNICKEL,  Violoncello. 

CAUL    GARTNER, 
T  B  A.CHER    or    MUSIC, 

May  be  found  at  Richardson's  Musical  Exchange,  every  fore- 
Oc  14  noon  between  9  and  10. 


m. 


LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELLO. 
HENRI  JITNGNICKEL 

Will  receive  pupils  on  the  Violoncello.    Address  Carl  Girtner 
Oc  14  as  above. 

MR,    GUSTAV   KREBS, 

MEMBER  OF  THE  ME.^BELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB, 

Begs  leave  to  inform  the  public  that  he  is  prepared  to  give 

instruction  ou  the 

FLUTE,   VIOLIN    AND    PIANO. 

(d?^  Appiications  made  at  No.  17  Franklin  Place  will  receive 

prompt  attention.  Oc  14 

MR.  AUGUST  FRIES, 

BespectfuUy  informs  his  fru-nds  and  form.-r  pupils,  that  he 
again  is  prepared  to  receive 
ADVANCED  PIANISTS  AS  PUPILS, 
to  accompany  them  with  the  Violin  in  Sonatas,   Ddo  conger- 
TANTE,  Solos,  fee.     Applications  sent  to  17  Franklin  Place, 
will  be  promptly  attended  to.  oct  14    3m 

MISS  FANNY  PRAZER, 

Has  the  pleasure  to  inform  her  Pupils  and  Friends  that  she 
has  returned  to  the  city,  and  will  be  prepared  to  resume  in- 
Ptrnction  in  SINGING  and  the  PIANO-FORTE,  on  and  after 
October  1st.  Communications  may  be  loft  with  Messrs.  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  or  at  her  residence, 
*'  Pavilion,"  Tremont  Street.  Sept  16 

YOUNG  UBIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Kooms  in  connection  with  Mr.  E.  A.  Beaman's  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No.  23  Temple  Pluce 

E.  R.  BliANCHARD,  Teacher. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

RESIDENCE,  24  WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  rt-a'i  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particubirly  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  tit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  the  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  wirh  first  principlks  and  pro- 
ceeding upwards,  by  regular  and  successive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  diffii-ult  classecal  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  whii^h  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Webb  &  Co,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  Blanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instraction  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Young  Ladies'  Vocal  Music  School,we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  ()ur  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Masi>n,        Geo.  J.  Webb,  F.  P.  Moller, 

Geo.  F.  Root,  B.  F.  Baker. 

Sept  30  tf 

SIGJVOR  CORKLLI  begs  leave  to  announce  that  he 
has  commenced  Morning  and  Afternoon  Classes  for  the  in- 
struction of  Young  Ladies  in  SOLFEGGIO,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Messrs,  Chickering,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 

For  thy  convenience  of  those  attending  schools,  the  afternoon 
classes  from  4  to  6. 

Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

Signiir  Corelli  has  removed  to  No  47  Hancock  Street,  where 
henceforth  he  may  be  addressed  ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
at  the  Messrs.  Chickering's  Rooms.  Sept  9 


RESPECTFULLY  announce  to  their  friends  nnd  the  musical 
public  that  they  have  completed  their  arrangements  for 
perforniiiig  ORATORIOS  during  tlie  coming  sessoD,  having 
secured  the  aid  ot  the  following  talented  DiUsiciane  : — 

Mr.  J.  Q,.  "WETHEKBEE, 

The  distinjruislied  Vocalist,  as  a  Solo  performer,  and  as 
Instructor  and  Chorus  Master. 

H.  ECKHAKDT,  Couduotor. 

"W.  K.  BABCOCK,  Organist  and  Pianist. 

E.  SUCK,  Leader  of  the  Orchestra. 

An  Orchestra  of  thirty-six  members,  of  the  best  resident 
musicians,  has  been  engaged. 

The  Siiciety  propose  to  give  single  Concerts  of  the  following 
Oratorios ; — 

WIDOW  OF  NAIN,  (new)  by  LINDPAINIiiJER. 
THE  MESSIAH,  by  HANDEL. 
ELIJAH,  by  MENDELSSOHN. 


THE    FIRST    CONCERT 

WILL  TAKE  PLACE 

On  Stmday  Evening,  November  5th, 

AT   TUE 

BOSTON    MUSIC    HALL. 

The  Programme  will  consist  of  Selections  from  the  Stabat 
Mater  of  Rossini,  the  Messiah  of  Handel,  and  the  entire 
Oratorio  of  the 

waiiw  ®f  mm, 

On  which  occasion  the  following  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  will 
assist  : 

Mrs.  Went'wortli,  Miss  Botliainly, 

Miss  Twichell,  Mrs.  Emmons, 

Mr.  "Wetherbee,  Mr.  Arthurson, 

Mr.  Adams,  Mr,  Mozart. 

The  CHOIR  has  been  largely  augmented  since  the  past 
season,  and  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  W'etherbee  cannot 
fail  to  render  the  Choruse-ii  in  a  very  superi<*r  manner. 

[E;/^ Tickets  at  50  cents  each,  for  the  Concert  on  Nov.  5th, 
may  be  obtained  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Messrs.  Richardson, 
"VVade,  Ditson,  and  Reed,  of  S.  A-  Stetson,  350  Washington  St. 
and  Robert  Kemp,  173  Hanover  St. 

Oc  28  M.  N.  BOYDBN,  Sec'y. 

FRENCH  LANGUAGE.  - 

Mr.  DE  LAMOTTE,  from  Paris,  begs  leave  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion to  pupils  in  classes,  or  private  lessons,  during  the  ensuing 
winter,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  65  Hancock 
street.  O  21    3m 

MRS.  JOSEPH  HARRINGTON,  JR., 

Announces  to  her  friends  and  the  public  that  she  will  give  in- 
struction on  the  PIANO,  and  in  Italian  and  Bsillad  SINGING, 
at  her  residence,  Norfolk.  House,  lioxbury,  or  at  the 

residence  of  pupils. 

REFERENCES. 

Rev.  Dr.  Putnam,  Rev  F.  D.  Huntington,  Mr.  Adolph 
Baumbach,  William  Whiting,  Esq.,  Mr.  Charles  Hickling.  Dr. 
U.  Bartlett,  Roxbury.  Oc  14  Im 

SPECIAL  CARD. 

TO  MUSIC  DEALERS  A3VD  TEACHERS. 

The  undersigned  publii^hes  upwards  of  three  hundred  Musi- 
cal Work-;,  comprising  Instruction  Books,  Primers,  Catechisms, 
Studies,  Exercises  and  collections  of  Music  for  the  Pianoforte, 
Oigan,  Melodeon,  Guitar,  Harp,  Flute,  Violin,  Violoncello,  Ac- 
cordcon,  Fife,  Clarinet,  Flageolet,  and  all  brass  instruments. 
Methods  for  the  voice,  and  the  best  works  on  Harmony  and 
Thorough  Bass. 

Among  these  are  Bertini's  complete  and  abridged  Piano 
Method,  llunten'sdo.  A.E.  MuUer'sdo.  revised  by  Julius  Knorr, 
the  very  best  book,  and  admitted  to  be  such  by  all  the  leading 
professois  of  Music.  Schneider's  Organ  School,  Lablache's  Me- 
thod tor  the  Voice,  Carulli,  Curtis'sand  Carcassi's  Guitar,  Rom- 
berg's Violoncello,  Spohr's  Violin,  Wragg  and  Berbiguier's 
Flute,  AN'eber's  Musical  composition,  popular  Melodies  for 
Bands,  printed  on  cards,  Moore's  Irish  Melodies.  All  the  popu- 
lar Operas,  Oratorios  and  Masses. 

In  addition  to  these  books,  0.  D  ,  also  publishes  over  twelve 
thousand  different  pieces  of  Sheet  Music,  embracing  every  pos- 
sible variety,  to  which  new  music  is  being  added  daily. 

Unusually  advantageous  fjicilities  enable  the  proprietor  to 
furnish  the  works  of  other  publishers  at  liberal  prices,  and  the 
attention  of  Music  Dealers  and  Teachers  is  respectfully  solicit- 
ed to  many  advantages  to  be  derived  by  them  in  trade  with  this 
establishment.  Catalogues  and  trade  lists  forwarded  by  mall 
on  application. 

OLIVER  DXTSON,  115  Washington  st.  Boston. 


D.    B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER  AND   DEALER   IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  34:4:  A^'ashlngton  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FOR  TES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  ^  TO  LET, 

IIETTS'    PATENT 

AMERICANACTION  PIANOFORTC. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.^  Boston. 


MUe  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

Has  the  honor  to  announce  that  she  is  to  commence  morning 

and  afternoon  clashes  for  the 

INSTRUCTION  OF  YOUNG  LADIES  on  the  PIANO-FORTE. 

[I^Terms,  fifteen  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

These  classes  are  on  the  same  principle  as  those  established 

with  such   great  success  in   the   Conservatories  of  Germany, 

France,  and  England. 

For  clas.^es  or  private  lessons  apply  at  55  Hancock  street,  or 
at  Messrs.  Chickering's.  0  21  3m 

MUSICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

CARL  ZERRAI-IN,  of  the  late  Germania  Musical  So- 
ciety, begs  liMve  to  acquaint  hi-*  fi-iends  and  the  musical 
public  of  Boston,  that  he  will  in  future  devote  his  attention  to 
giving  instruction  on  the  FLUTE  and  PIANO-FORTE,  and 
hopes  to  receive  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  musical  commu- 
nity. 

Carl  Zerrahn  would  also  inform  those  amateurs  who  are 
sufficiently  advanced  in  cla-^sical  music,  that  he  has  a  number 
of  the  finest  Sonatas,  of  the  great  masters,  expresh;ly  composed 
for  Piano  and  Flute,  which  he  will  be  pleased  to  perform  with 
those  desiring  to  perfect  themselves  in  this  class  of  beautiful 
and  instrm'tive  music. 

Carl  Zerrahn  may  be  addressed  at  the  Winthrop  House,  or 
at  the  music  stores  of  G.  P.  Reed  &  Co.,  E.  H.  Wade,  and  N. 
Richardson  Sept  16    8t 

ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 

TEACHER    OP    THE    PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence,    8i    Pincltney    Street. 


Sept  16 


tf 


OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
Winthrop  House.  Terms  : — ^50  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  SE80  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 

F.    F.     MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OP  MCSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Educatiou  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  Ko.  3  AViuter  Place,  Boston. 

Sept  16  3m 

INSTRUCTION  IN  SINGING. 

SIGIVOR  C.  CHIAKBI  respectfully  inform.s  his  friends 
and  the  public  that  he  is  now  to  Lie  seen  at  Sig.  Papanti's, 
No.  ^1  Tremont  Row,  every  Monday  and  Thursday  from  12  to 
1  o'clock,  where  he  is  permitted  to  g-ive  lessons. 

Application  may  be  made  by  letter  at  No.  47  Hancock  street, 
or  at  Richardson's  Musical  Exchange. 


INSTRUCTION  IN  ITALIAN. 

R.  liUIGI  MONTI,  Instructor  in  Italian  at  Harvard 
University,  will  give  private  lessons  in  the  city. 
Address  at  the  Winthrop  House.  Oct  7    3m 


M 


WILLIAM    BERGER, 
Publisher  and  Importer  of  Music, 

No.  82  West  4th  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  const.antly  on   hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPOUTED   MUSIC,   for  sale   at  Eastern   prices.      New 
Music  received  by   Steamer  as  soon  as  published.     A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
[Cr'  A  Catalogue  is  in  preparation.  Aug26 

Mr.    THOMAS    RYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  pupils  that  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  season,  and  is  prepared  to  give  instruction 
on  the  PIANO,  FLUTE,  CLARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
THOROUGH  BASS.  Applications  may  be  made  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  19  Franklin  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  music  store. 
Sept  16 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-FORTE,  and  in  the  Theory  op  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 

Instruction  on  the  Piano-forte  and  in  Singing. 

MR.  ADOLPH  KIELBI-OCK  respectfully  gives  notice  to  his 
pupils  and  the  public  that  he  has  returned  to  the  city, 
and  resumed  his  lessons  on  the  Pianoforte  and  in  Singing,  and 
may  be  addressed  at  his  residence,  30  Ash  street,  or  ac  the  Mu- 
sic Stores  of  Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washington  street,  Geo.  P.  Keed 
&  Co,,  13  Tremont  street,  or  Nathan  Richardson,  282  ^Vashing- 
ton  street. 
References. — Lyman  Nichols,  Esq.,  10  Joy  Street,  Boston. 
John  Bigelow,        "     42  Blossom  St.      " 
Oliver  Ditson,        "  " 

George  P.  Reed,     "  " 

N.  Richardson,      "  " 

Hon.  T.  D  Elliot,  New  Bedford, 
Rev.  John  \VeiiS,  " 

Joseph  Ricketson,  Esq.  " 
Sept  30 

g.U  kinbs  of  |ob  anb  Janxg  printing  nratlir  anb 
promptly  tKctvdt^  at  tijis  ©ffia. 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


NOW     READY, 

^HB   GEEAT   WOSK   OF   THE   YEAH, 

MOORE'S 


A  -work  -.vhicli  hr>s  cost  tlie  inae!:itig-;jblR  cnmpiier  fifteen 
years  of  arduoua  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  dlstin- 
guiahcA-ceiebiiLiea  in  the  musual  world.  This  spleudid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  profcssional  nmsit-iao,  but  to 
every  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octaTO  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pagus,  double  columns,  and  contains  the  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4000    muSICIANSl 

Comprising  the  most;  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A.  Complete  Bictiomvvy  of  otcv 

5r)00    MUSICAL  TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIENCE    OF    MUSIC, 

From  cUe  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  tlif  da'es  of  their  inveiitioo,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HAKMONY  and  THOROUGH  BASd,  &c.  &c. 

A  Boolt  iaiJeaatled  to  covea*  Slse  ^vSioEe 

©I  Mnsi4:a!l  §ca4^fi^ce<, 

J.OHH  P.   JEWETT   &   CO. 
PUBLISHERS, 

July  29  BOSTON. 

SIGNOR  AXTGUSTO  BET^JUEI^AM,  Profe.-^sor  of 
Musif,  from  Maples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  thi-:  coming  ^vinter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons  The  latter  will  he  giv^iu  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesdaj  and  fc'rida>  evi-niugs,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickirring  have  kindly  offi-red  the  use  of  their  Kooms,  in  order 
to  aSord  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  lias  been  attended  with  g-reat 
success  in  Europe 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augusto  Bendelari,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs  Chickeritig  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

REFERENCES. 

Rev  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G    V^'ard,  Esq. 

Arthur  L.  Pa\  sun,  Esci-  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

Sept  9 

ME.  J.  C.  D.  PAEKER, 

BEGS  f.o  aDDOunce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  ana  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Oounterj'Ointj  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  H:n  ward  Place,  on  and  alter  Oct  1st. 

Kefeeences— K.  E.  Apthorp,  U,  C.Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight, Esqa 
Hept  23  tf, 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

Kesidence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Rtference,  Geo.  J .  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

L.  H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHEK     OF     MUSIC, 
^65  ■^Vasliiaa.gtoa  Street,  BostoBi. 


fiermania  Serena<ile  BamiJ. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  B  TELTOW,  Agf-nt. 
iil4tf  -30  Fayette  Street, 


CHICKEHINa    &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

0F  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

'WAREROOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


NOW    READ'S' r 
Third  and  Cheap  Edition  of  the 

lOBERI  eCMOOL  FOR  THE  PIMO-FOETE, 

B^  NATHAN  B.ICHARBSON. 
Inasmuch  as  the  demand  for  a  cheaper  edition  of  this  In- 
struction Book  has  been  so  great,  particularly  among  Teachers,- 
heads  of  Seminaries,  &c.,  the  publisher  has  been  induced  to 
issue  an  edition  containing  precisely  the  same  matter,  but 
bound  in  a  plainer  style.  This  Method  is  more  complete  and 
systematic  tban  any  other  published  in  this  country  or  Europe, 
and  is  now  the  ciie.-ipest.  It  is  recommended  by  all  the  first 
Teachers,  as  being  the  Tery  best. 

Price,  in  plain  binding Sr3,00 

In  the  original  style,  full  gilt 5f4,00 

Copies  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  on  the 
receipt  of  the  above  prices. 

PUBLISHED    AT   THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANaE, 

282  Washingtoii  Street,  Eoston,  by 

I^ATHAK  BICHARDSOIir. 

GEOEGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 


WJ^ll^iiHi 

BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

WARRANTED 

IN    EVEHY    PAKTICTJLAR 

Sept  2 


3m 


A.    W.    FRENZEL 

Will  resume  his 

On  or  before  Octoher  1st. 

Orders  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Keed  &  Co. 
N.  Richardson,  or  B  H.  Wade.  Aug26 

John  Eunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   ENTIRE  AND   IKIMITABLE  ALLEGORY   OP 

TUB    PIZ.GRIM-'S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2^0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genixis. 

Testimoisials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  Pwlilislicr. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  authorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
Tvhere  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

IllPOllTEP.  AED  DEALER  IM 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

No.  13  Treinont  Koiv,  Boston. 

*#*    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

MEYEK   &   TBETBAH, 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

Keep  a  large  and  "(veil  selected  stock  of  both  Foreign  and 
American  Music.  By  our  direct  and  regular  engagements 
with  the  principal  publishing  houses  in  Europe,  we  are  ena- 
bled to  supply 

MUSIC-BEAI-BRS  WITH  FOREIGN  MtJSSC, 

en  as  favorable  terms  as  any  other  house  in  the  United  States. 

E^  Sole  Agents  in  the  United  States  f&r  the  well  known 
publishing  house  of  G.  M.  MEYER,  Jr.  of  Brunswick, 
Germany,  (on  whose  publications  we  grant  the  most  profitable 
discount,)  whereof  we  particularly  mention  a  fine  collection  of 
OUVERTUKES  arranged  for  the  Piauo-i'orte  as  Solo  and 
Duet,  the  favorite  works  of  FESCA,  LITOLFF,  WINKLER, 
&c.,  a  complete  edition  of  BEETHOVEN'S  works  for  Piano- 
Forte,  including  ail  the  TRIOS,  QUATUOR^S  SINFONIES, 
&c.,  arranged  by  L.  WINKLER.  Also,  the  last  compositions 
of  LISZT,  BKUNNER,  SPINDLER,  HENRY  CRAMER,  &c. 

Catalogues  of  G.  M.  Meyer's  publications  forwarded  gratis 
to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  if  desired,  by 

MEYER  &o  TRETBAR, 
Augl2  3m  304  Main  St.  Buffalo. 
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MASON     Si,     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  tlie  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  UB.  We  belicvn 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Finish. 
Our  prices  vary  from  ®60  to  .§175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  LowEIX 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Uradbort,  George  F.  Koot,  L.  H  Soothaed, 
Edwin  Brtice,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

{ry=-Thii  opinions  of  the  above  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Meiodeons. 

HENRY  MASON.      )  MASON  &  HAMIilN, 

EMMONS  HAMLIN.  >  Camtmdge  St.  {cor.  of  diaries,)  Boston,  Ms. 

Oct  28    6m  (Directlyinfrontof  the  Jail.) 

TAYLOE'S  PMO  FOETE  FOE  BEGIfflERS. 

THIRST  STEPS  TO  THE  PIAMO  FORTE;  bjing  an  J-.le- 
J_  mentary  Catechism  for  Beginners.  By  GEORGE  C. 
TAYLOR,  Teacher  of  the  Piano  Forte,  Harp  and  Violin. 
Price  7.5  cents.    Usual  deduction  to  the  trade.    For  sale  by 

F.  .1.  HUNTINGTON,  23  Park  Row,  New  York. 

WM.  D.  SULLIVAN,  Madtoon,  Ga. 

MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gray's  ^lock,  corner  of  Washington 
and  Summer  Streets. 
References. 
Messrs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Ponchaed,  Boston. 
Messrs.  George  Peabodt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

PIAUIST   AND   TEACHER   OE   MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing,  llr  11.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Natuan  Richardson,  283  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
liEED  &  Co.  17  Tremont  How. 

References: — Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  Sc. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Frankhn  Place.  Feb.  18. 

PEBliDE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  vaiiety,  from  $45  to  Sp150,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  tinished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 

G.    P.   REED   &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sept.  2  Sole  Agents  for  Fnnce  ^  Co.''s  Meiodeons. 

ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OF   THE  PLAWO-rOBTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Reed^s  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Koxbury.  Sept  9 

H.    S.    CUTI.ER, 

MUSIC  ROOM  UNDER  CHURCH  OF  THE  ADVENT. 

Terms  $30. — Address  care  of  Nathan  Richardson,  i82  ^Vash- 
ington  St.  Sept  9  tf 

TEACHER     OF      MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  atr  Mr   O.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

JUST     PUBUISHED, 

By  METER  &  TBETBAK,   Buffalo,  M".  Y. 

UNE  NUIT  SUR  L'OCEAN,  Nocturne,  by  A  Gockel.  38  cts. 
HELENE,  Grande  Valse  Briilante,  by  H-  A.  Wollenhaupt.  75c. 
CAPRICCIO,  by  H.  A.  VVollenhaupt.  75o.  021    St 

E.    GARBETT, 
PKOFESSOR    OP    MUSIC, 

Informs  his  friends  and  the  public,  that,  having  returned  from 
Europe,  he  is  prepared  to  give  instruction  on  the  Organ,  Piano 
Forte,  Violin,  Violoncello,  and  Contra-Basso  :  also  in  Compo- 
sition and  Arrangement.  Organs  and  Piano-Fortes  tuned. 
Music  arranged  and  transposed  to  order. 

[n?="itesidence,  No.  36  Shawmut  Avenue.  Sept  23    3m 

MRS,  HOSA  aARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,GUITAR, 

a  Seneca  St.,  corner  Harrison  Avenue. 

R,  De  iilBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  &c. 
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J.    TKENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Residence  BTo,  56  ICueeland  Street. 
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For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 

The  Story  of  an  Artist. 

(From  the  German.) 

It  could  never  have  been  prophesied,  at  his 
birth,  that  he  would  end  his  life  in  solitude.  The 
youngest  son  of  a  respectable,  secure,  though  not 
■wealthy  commercial  house,  destined  in  due  time 
to  become  the  partner  of  his  brothers,  what 
Other  future  lay  before  him,  than  to  travel  on 
through  life,  with  ease  and  comfort,  in  a  seemly 
equipage ;  and  who  could  have  thought  that  he 
would  choose,  instead,  the  part  of  a  lonely  wan- 
derer, seeking  out  his  own  path  among  hills  and 
valleys,  rocks  and  woods  ? 


It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  there  was 
an  alarming  vein  of  genius  running  through  the 
whole  of  the  sterling  race,  which  could  only  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  its  genealogical 
tree  had,  in  ages  past,  numbered  among  its  wor- 
thy fruits   a dancing  master.     From   him  a 

turn  for  Art  must  have  descended  to  subsequent 
generations ;  for  papa  had  played  the  flute  in  his 
day,  uncle  Karl  painted,  and  grandpapa  wrote 
poetry ;  brothers  and  sisters  evinced,  from  their 
tenderest  youth,  a  passion  for  charades  and  pri- 
vate theatricals,  and  so  Heinrich  might  be  par- 
doned, if  he,  for  his  part,  had  made  choice  of  one 
of  the  Fine  Arts  as  his  own. 

Indeed,  the  whole  household  was  already  musi- 
cal :  Louise  played  the  guitar,  Pauline  the  piano, 
and  singing  resounded  on  every  side.  Of  poems, 
too,  of  every  description,  there  was  no  lack  on 
birth-days  and  similar  occasions.  August,  the 
eldest,  produced  distichs  in  the  most  solemn  style, 
as,  for  instance  : 

'*  Lend  me,  Apollo,  to-day,  thy  lyre  of  the  chords  silver- 
sounding. 

That  I  may  bring  her  my  greeting  who  is  mother  to 
me!" 

Franz  made  his  appearance  with  some  dog- 
gerel rhymes : 

"  Ah,  who's  this  gay  guest  peeping  in  at  the  window? 
'Tis  one  that's  right  welcome,  Sir  Birthday  he's  hight. 
Who  forty  years  since  our  dear  mother  did  find,  0, 
When  she  by  the  stork  had.been  left  over  night." 

Pauline  essayed  the  naive : 

"  My  mother  dear. 

Your  birthday's  here,"  etc. 

But  Louise  soared  higher,  not  minding,  how- 
ever, an  occasional  small  sacrifice  of  accent,  or 
of  sense  to  sound : 

"  Gloriously,  on  rosy  pinions, 

Rises  from  the  horizon, 
Once  more  greeting  Earth's  dominions. 

Yon  glad  day  which  Ihee  has  born !" 

All  these  indications  by  no  means  alarmed 
papa,  who,  with  his  rotund  and  portly  figure, 
formed  a  worthy  counterpoise  to  yon  light-footed 
antediluvian  dancing-master.  "  It  don't  matter  a 
bit,  not  a  bit,"  he  said ;  "  we  must  all  have  some 
nonsense  to  help  us  along  in  the  world,  and  of  all 
the  many  kinds  of  it  the  Fine  Arts  are  the  most 
sensible  ;  they  keep  young  people  out  of  many  a 
scrape.  I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  the  box 
on  the  ear  that  I  once  got  for  drawing,  on  a  leaf 
of  the  ledger,  an  altar  wreathed  with  flowers,  and 
with  the  tender  name  of  Phyllis  inscribed  upon 
it ;  I've  Uved  to  be  a  pretty  good  business  man, 
notwithstanding;  so  it  doesn't  matter  a  bit."    Be- 


sides, the  vein  of  genius  seemed  to  flow  less  co- 
piously just  in  Heinrich.  At  least  he  made  no 
verses,  and  the  Cantata  which  he  tried  to  have 
performed  as  his  share  of  the  birth-day  contribu- 
tion, was  a  failure,  because  "  his  idea  was  not 
understood."  He  excelled,  indeed,  in  the  piano 
lessons,  which  he  shared  with  his  sisters,  and 
often  sat  playing  till  late  in  the  night ;  but  he 
rarely  took  part  in  the  family  concerts,  because 
his  sisters  never  sang  correctly  enough  for  him. 
In  school  he  was  a  good  Latin  scholar  and  an  apt 
arithmetician,  and  so  papa  had  no  doubt  of  the 
best  results,  when,  after  his  confirmation,  he  took 
him  into  his  ofiice. 

But  somehow  he  did  not  get  along  very  well. 
Too  often  he  would  be  humming  a  tune,  or  exper- 
imenting, under  his  tall  desk,  upon  divers  newly- 
invented  instruments,  or  indulging  in  other  simi- 
lar irregularities.  The  paternal  box  on  the  ear, 
from  which,  in  its  time,  papa  had  experienced 
such  beneficial  effects,  was  no  longer  exactly  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age ;  hence  his 
father  resolved  to  send  him  to  a  friend  in  a  larger 
commercial  city,  hoping  that  he  would  set  him 
right. 

He  was  allowed  to  continue  his  piano  lessons,  as 
the  friend  had  found  a  "  reasonable  fellow,"  who 
asked  a  groschen  a  lesson.  But  the  reports 
which  the  father  received  from  the  new  principal, 
were  by  no  means  satisfactory.  True,  Heinrich's 
mode  was  retired  and  sober,  except  that  he  fre- 
quented the  theatre  too  much ;  he  generally 
made  out  his  accounts  and  attended  to  the  corres- 
pondence with  great  precision  ;  but  there  was  no 
interest,  no  mercantile  spirit,  nothing  easy,  pleas- 
ing, obliging  in  his  demeanor.  The  friend 
doubted  whether  he  would  ever  succeed  as  a 
merchant.  The  father  was  highly  indignant,  and 
as,  just  at  this  time,  the  "  reasonable  fellow  "  had 
the  audacity  to  raise  his  price  to  three  groschen 
for  two  lessons,  Heinrich  was  informed  that  such 
extravagance  could  not  be  allowed  for  a  mere 
pleasure ;  in  view  of  which  he  must  give  up  his 
music  lessons.  But  this  Heinrich  could  not  find 
the  heai't  to  do ;  he  continued  the  lessons  in  his 
single  leisure  hour,  and  saved  the  extra  half 
groschen  from  his  breakfast. 

For  the  family  of  his  principal,  with  whom  he 
lived,  he  was  certainly  no  agreeable  companion  ; 
gloomy,  reserved,  unsusceptible  alike  to  the  con- 
descension of  the  mother,  and  the  developing 
amiability  of  the  daughters.  Whoever  wished  to 
discover  whether  there  were  really  a  life  and  soul 
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hidden  beneath  this  morose  exterior,  had  to  ob- 
serve liim  at  a  concert,  or  the  opera,  to  which 
enjoyments  he  sacrificed  his  last  penny  of  pocket 
money.  There  he  would  sit,  mute,  immovable, 
with  shining  eyes,  which  seemed  to  drink  in  the 
very  soul  of  the  music ;  and  at  home,  in  the  si- 
lent night,  he  would  strive  to  reproduce,  on  the 
hoarse  piano  in  his  little  chamber,  the  sounds 
which  had  so  filled  him  with  delight.  And  when, 
at  length,  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  introduc- 
tion to  a  distinguished  artist,  when  he  heard  his 
first  composition — the  rules  for  which  he  had,  with 
great  trouble,  studied  out  from  various  old  works 
on  thorough-bass,  and  which  he  timidly  presented 
to  the  master — resounding  in  living  tones  from 
under  his  hands,  then  the  artist-spirit  within  him 
shook  its  wings,  and  cast  off  the  galling  yoke  of 
his  hated  daily  occupation,  and  he  found  courage 
to  declare  to  his  father  that  henceforth  he  knew 
no  other  vocation  than  that  of  the  artist. 

The  father  was  not  made  of  iron,  and,  moreover, 
was  a  friend  of  peace  ;  but  this  time  there  arose 
a  storm  which  threatened  to  shake  the  respectable 
house  at  its  lowest  foundations,  and  nearly  cut 
off  the  kind  mother's  thread  of  life.  Heinrich 
remained  unmoved  by  all  remonstrances.  "  Lis- 
ten, boy,  you  are  entirely  mistaken,  if  you  think 
I  am  rich  enough  for  you  to  devote  yourself  to 
Art  at  your  pleasure  ;  our  fortune  is  one  that  has 
to  be  preserved  and  increased  by  hard  work,  if 
it  is  to  support  its  posssessors." — "  As  long  as  it  is 
only  enough  for  me  to  acquire  the  knowledge 
which  is  the  foundation  of  my  art,  I  am  satisfied. 
I  ask  not  for  possessions.  Art  is  my  future  ! " — 
"  But,  you  foolish  fellow,  don't  you  see  what  a 
future  lies  before  an  artist  ?  don't  you  know  that 
you'll  never  get  far  enough  in  life  even  to  support 
a  wife  ?  " — "  Art  is  my  bride  !  "  cried  the  young 
enthusiast  with  sparkling  eyes ;  the  whole  female 
sex  weighed  not  a  feather  in  his  opinion  at  that 
moment. — "  Well,  then,  be  it  so !  Lie  on  your 
bed  as  you  make  it ! " 

It  was  a  house  of  peace,  Heinrich's  respectable 
paternal  house,  and  the  discord  did  not  long  re- 
sound within  it.  His  mother  silently  committed 
her  son  to  the  Lord,  and  trusted  to  his  honest 
heart ;  his  sisters  were  delighted  to  have  a  real 
artist  for  a  brother,  and  his  brothers  stretched 
forth  their  hands  joyfully  and  without  envy,  to 
render  him  every  assistance  in  his  new  career. 
A  vague,  mournful  reminiscence,  as  of  the  prodi- 
gal son,  struck  upon  the  father's  heart,  when 
Heinrich,  after  having  completed  all  the  prelim- 
inary studies  which  were  possible  at  home,  asked 
for  his  portion  of  the  future  inheritance,  so 
that  his  brothers  and  sisters  might  be  in  no 
way  curtailed  by  his  artist-career.  But  Heinrich 
had  never  been  a  spendthrift,  and  so  this  ar- 
rangement reassured  the  father,  and  with  the  dis- 
interested assent  of  the  brothers,  his  full  share 
was  secured  to  him.  How  rich  he  seemed  him- 
self in  its  possession !  how  he  would  go  into  the 
world,  to  music-teeming  Vienna,  song-loving  Bo- 
hemia, to  Italy,  the  ancient  cradle  of  every  art, 
everywhere  where  he  could  hope  to  partake,  in 
full  draughts,  of  the  nectar  which,  until  now,  had 
been  dealt  out  to  him  only  in  drops.  Carefully 
fitted  out  by  mother  and  sisters  with  everything 
needful,  he  went  proudly  and  triumphantly  out 
into  the  world,  "  to  seek  his  bride  ! "  as  he  told 
his  sister  with  a  joyous  smile.  Ah,  he  little  knew 
how  coy  was  the  bride  he  had  chosen ! 

Years  passed,  and  he  returned  unharmed  and 


uncorrupted  ;  his  mother's  faith  in  him  had  not 
deceived  her,  his  father  learned,  to  his  comfort, 
that  his  inheritance  was  not  yet  exhausted ;  but 
had  he  won  the  beauteous  bride  ? — He  was  no 
so-called  virtuoso.  In  his  silent  chamber,  or  at 
home  in  the  family  circle,  he  could  give  sound  to 
his  dreams  in  full,  gushing  melodies,  and  the 
"  reasonable  fellow  "  might  reasonably  have  been 
astonished,  could  he  have  listened  to  his  former 
pupil  now.  But  perform  in  public — that  nothing 
in  the  world  could  induce  him  to  do.  Thus  he 
remained  only  a  creative  tone-poet,  and  by  no 
means  an  indifferent  one ;  his  melodies,  full  of 
depth  and  soul,  delighted  many  hearts,  though 
rarely  his  own.  He  became  more  and  more  con- 
vinced that  he  had  chosen  a  bride  who  has  no 
home  here,  is  rarely  inclined  to  build  a  tabernacle 
in  any  spot,  and  when  at  times  he  seemed  on  the 
point  of  gazing  full  into  her  beaming  counte- 
nance, it  was  already  turned  from  him  again,  and 
he  had  only  grasped  her  veil. 

Who  can  count  the  days  of  inward  struggle, 
the  nights  of  silent  strife  that  are  passed  in  such 
sadly  beauteous  wooing,  until  the  artist  grows  re- 
signed, and  content  to  take  the  proud  bride  as 
she  will  give  herself,  and  to  try  if  she  will  not,  at 
least,  make  a  good  housewife,  who  can  help  to 
earn  the  daily  bread  ?  Heinrich  has  ever  held 
his  Art  sacred  and  in  honor;  it  has  never  become 
to  him  "  a  thriving  cow,  that  supplied  him  with 
butter,"  and  yet  it  has  never  suffered  him  to  want, 
either  in  body  or  soul ;  but  an  own  fireside  it  had 
not  built  for  him. 

Father  and  mother  went  to  rest,  sisters  and  bro- 
thers followed  the  impulses  of  their  hearts,  or 
their  destiny ;  happy  marriage  feasts  were  held. 
Brother  Heinrich  sat  among  the  rest  with  a  sad 
face,  a  rock  of  offence  to  the  gay  bridesmaids, 
and  whenever  it  was  possible  he  avoided  family 
rejoicings  and  the  society  of  the  young  and  hap- 
py. With  the  strictest  economy  he  liniited  his 
necessities;  for  his  compositions,  though  sought  and 
praised,  by  no  means  brought  him  mountains  of 
gold,  and  he  dreaded  any  appearance  of  assist- 
ance from  his  relations  more  than  the  bitterest  , 
want.  A  "good  match,"  indeed,  might  have 
helped  him,  but  he  was  too  proud  to  look  about  for 
a  wife  to  whom  he  must  owe  his  place  in  society, 
and  no  kind  Fate  led  to  him,  unsought,  one  of 
those  noble  beings  who,  in  free  and  humble  love, 
joyfully  place  gold  and  happiness  at  the  feet  of  a 
beloved  object. 

In  his  brothers'  and  sisters'  comfortable  homes, 
at  the  merry  gatherings  of  their  children,  he  was 
mostly  a  silent  and  unsympathizing  guest,  and  for 
a  long  time  the  least  loved  uncle  of  the  youthful 
circle ;  only  the  smallest  of  the  children  were, 
strange  to  say,  wondrously  drawn  to  him,  and  at 
times  he  could  be  seen  gazing  into  their  sweet, 
smiling  faces  with  tearful  eyes. 

His  brothers  and  sisters  were  too  kind-hearted 
even  to  say  to  him :  "  Why  did  you  do  so  ?  it 
would  have  been  wiser,  etc."  But  he  himself  had 
for  years  conflicted  with  the  questions :  "  Could 
I  reallj'  not  do  otherwise  ?  Would  I  not  have  done 
better  to  have  followed  my  father's  advice,  seek- 
ing my  vocation  in  a  simple,  homely  sphere  of  ac- 
tion, and  making  only  a  guest  of  Art,  which  re- 
wards so  poorly  the  sacrifice  of  a  whole  life  ?" 

His  compositions  mostly  bore  a  serious  stamp, 
but  he  had  never  yet  attempted  sacred  music. 
Nevertheless  he  loved  it  more  than  any  other,  and 
it  was  in  the  depths  of  the   sublime  choruses   of 


the  "  Messiah,"  that  the  discords  of  his  soul  were  by 
degrees  resolved,  and  that  he  began  to  compre- 
hend a  vocation,  which,  higher  than  that  of  the 
artist,  of  the  head  of  a  family,  bears  a  loftier  goal 
in  view  than  earthly  comfort,  a  loftier  even  than 
the  never-fading  laurel  of  artist  fame.  He  no  lon- 
ger sought  to  discover  whether  it  was  error  or  des- 
tiny that  had  placed  him  upon  his  path ;  now  that 
he  was  upon  it  he  would  follow  it,  he  would  follow 
it  manfully,  honorably,  sure  of  an  eternal  lamp  to 
guide  his  footsteps.  The  ice  was  broken,  and 
from  the  crust  of  his  gloomy  features  there  sprang 
forth  the  mild,  late  Spring  of  an  ever  pure  heart.- 

He  was  now  no  longer  a  stranger  in  cheerful 
circles ;  with  benevolent  smiles  he  looked  upon 
the  merry  doings  of  the  young  world,  and  kindly 
shared  all  its  little  joys  and  sorrows.  Nor  did  he 
now,  as  he  was  wont  to  do,  refuse  to  give  way  to 
the  pure  pleasure  which  a  fair,  graceful  form,  a 
beautiful  voice  awaken  in  the  artist-soul ;  but 
there  was  in  his  benevolence  something  so  digni- 
fied, so  calm,  no  trace  of  the  coxcombry  which  is 
so  unbecoming  to  old  bachelors.  Yet  there  re- 
mained peculiar  to  him  a  shade  of  mournful  seri- 
ousness, a  silent  longing  for  a  heart,  a  fireside  of 
his  own,  even  when  he  had  found  with  one  of 
his  sisters,  who  had  become  a  widow,  a  portion  of 
the  domestic  happiness  which  he  had  often  so 
painfully  missed. 

Here  he  ruled  with  fatherly  dignity  among  his 
nephews  and  nieces,  and  now  only  unfolded  the 
deep  tenderness  and  warmth  of  his  inner  nature. 
With  unabated  love  he  turned  once  more  to  his 
Art,  grateful  for  the  bright  glances  with  which  it 
favored  him,  for  the  love  and  admiration  which 
it  won  for  him  in  smaller  circles,  willingly  renoun- 
cing the  full  laurel  upon  which  his  youthful  gaze 
had  once  been  fixed  so  desiringly,  so  sure  of  vic- 
tory. His  best  composition  he  dedicated  to  his 
sister,  who  with  her  unassuming  love  and  care, 
hardly  thought  herself  capable  of  being  anything 
to  him.  "  That  is  your  work,"  he  said,  with  a 
mournful  smile.  "  Mine  ?  "  she  asked,  in  aston- 
ishment. "  Yes,  yours,  for  with  you  I  have  for 
the  first  time  been  at  iiome  !  " 

And  now  uncle  Heinrich  was  a  much  loved 
wedding  guest,  as  with  fatherly  tenderness  he  led 
his  blooming  nieces  to  the  altar;  and  even  the 
youngest  and  merriest  of  the  bridesmaids  no  lon- 
ger feared  his  serious  face,  they  felt  pleased  and 
honored  by  every  kind  word  from  him.  But  few 
only  understood  the  expression  of  deep  sadness 
with  which  his  eye  would  rest  upon  such  a  happy 
young  couple. 

He  was  spared  a  helpless,  solitary  old  age,  a 
lingering  illness,  but  was  suffered  to  depart  sur- 
rounded by  loving  care,  before  his  mind  had 
grown  weak,  his  hand  trembling.  And  it  may  be 
that  now  his  loved  bride  has  at  last  unveiled  to 
him  her  beaming  countenance,  and  he  has  found 
what  here  he  missed  with  such  deep  sorrow — a 
home!  M.  A.  R. 
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The  Impresario  and  his  Theatre. 

(From  Stendhal's  Life  of  KossiDi.) 

From  Bologna,  which  is  the  head-quarters  of 
music  in  Italy,  Rossini  was  engaged  for  all  towns 
in  which  a  theatre  was  to  be  found.  Everywhere 
the  condition  was  imposed  on  the  impresarii  that 
there  should  be  an  opera  composed  by  Rossini. 
He  generally  had  a  thousand  francs  for  an  opera, 
and  wrote  four  or  five  in  the  year. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  the  mechan- 
ism of  theatres  in  Italy  : — A  manager  (and  very 
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often  this  part  is  taken  by  the  richest  patrician  of 
the  small  town — it  is  a  source  of  consideration  and 
pleasure,  but  in  ordinary  cases  leads  to  ruin) — a 
rich  patrician,  I  say,  undertakes  the  management 
of  the  theatre  in  the  town  where  he  flourishes  ;  he 
gets  up  a  company,  always  consisting  of  a  prima 
donna,  a  tenore,  a  hasso  cantante,  a  lasso  buffo,  a 
second  lady,  and  a  third  buffo.  The  impresario 
engages  a  maestro  (composer)  who  writes  him  a 
new  opera,  taking  care  to  adapt  his  airs  to  the 
voices  of  the  individuals  who  are  to  sing  them. 
The  impresario  buys  the  poem  (libretto)  ;  this  costs 
60  or  80  francs.  The  author  is  some  unfortunate 
abbe',  a  hanger-on  to  some  wealthy  family  in  the 
country.  The  very  mirth-provoking  character  of 
the  parasite,  so  well  depicted  by  Terence,  still  ex- 
ists in  all  its  glory  in  Lombardy,  where  the  smallest 
town  has  its  five  or  si.t  families  -with  fortunes  of 
four  thousand  a-year.  The  impresario,  who  is  the 
chief  of  one  of  these  families,  consigns  the  care  of 
all  the  financial  affairs  relating  to  his  theatre  to  an 
acting  manager,  who  is  generally  some  pre-emi- 
nently roguish  lawyer,  acting  as  his  steward;  and 
he,  the  impresario,  falls  in  love  with  the  prima 
donna:  the  whole  public  curiosity  in  a  little  town 
is  concentrated  in  the  important  question  whether 
or  no  he  will  offer  her  his  arm  in  public. 

When  the  troop  at  last  is  thus  organized,  the 
first  performance  is  given  after  a  month  of  absurd 
intrigues  which  supply  the  small  talk  of  the  county. 
This  prima  recita  forms  the  great  public  event  of 
the  little  town,  causing  an  excitement  to  which  I 
can  find  nothing  in  Paris  to  compare.  Eight  or  ten 
thousand  persons  discuss  fora  space  of  three  weeks 
the  beauties  and  defects  of  the  opera  with  all  the 
power  of  attention  heaven  has  granted  them,  and 
likewise,  more  especially,  with  all  their  strength 
of  lungs.  This  first  representation,  when  it  is 
not  interrupted  by  some  scene  of  scandal,  is  usu- 
ally followed  up  by  twenty  or  thirty  more,  at  the 
end  of  which  the  company  breaks  up.  This  is 
generally  called  a  season  (slagione).  The  best 
of  all  seasons  is  during  the  carnival.  The  singers 
who  have  no  engagements,  are  to  ^e  found  com- 
monly at  Bologna  or  at  Milan,  where  there  are 
theatrical  agents,  whose  business  is  to  procure 
them  engagements  and  fleece  them. 

After  this  little  account  of  the  theatrical  man- 
ners and  customs,  the  reader  will  be  at  once  in  a- 
position  to  form  an  idea  of  the  singular  life,  without 
any  possible  parallel  in  France,  which  Rossini  led 
from  1810  to  1816.  He  passed,  in  turn,  through 
every  town  in  Italy,  remaining  two  or  three 
months  in  each.  On  his  arrival,  a  reception  was 
given  him ;  he  was  feted  and  cried  up  to  the  skies 
by  the  dilettanti  of  the  country ;  the  first  fifteen 
or  twenty  days  were  taken  up  in  receiving  dinners 
and  shrugging  his  shoulders  at  the  stupidity  of  the 
libretto.  Hossini,  besides  having  an  astonishing 
amount  and  fiery  rapidity  of  wit,  was  initiated  by 
his  first  mistress  (the  Countess  P — ,  Pcssario)  into 
Ariosto,  the  comedies  of  Machiavelli,  the_^aie  of 
Gozzi,  the  poems  of  Beratti,  and  is  quite  able  to 
detail  the  absurdities  of  a  libretto.  Tu  mi  ha  dalo 
versi,  ma  non  situazioni,  I  have  often  heard  him 
say  to  the  nmd-bespattered  poet,  who  immediately 
overflows  with  apologies,  and  two  hours  afterwards 
brings  him  a  sonnet  umiliato  alia  gloria  del  piii 
gran  maestro  d'ltalia  e  del  mondo. 

After  two  or  three  weeks  of  this  dissipated  life 
Kossini  begins  by  refusing  the  invitations  to  din- 
ners and  to  musical  soirees,  and  makes  up  his 
mind  to  occupy  himself  seriously  and  study  the 
voices  of  his  actors ;  he  makes  them  sing  at  the 
pianos,  and  he  is  obliged  to  mutilate  the  finest  ideas 
in  the  world,  because  the  tenor  cannot  reach  the 
note  necessary  to  complete  the  poet's  thought,  or 
because  the  prima  donna  always  sings  false  in 
passing  from  such  a  key  to  such  another.  Some- 
times out  of  all  the  company  the  basso  is  the  only 
one  who  can  sing. 

At  last,  about  twenty  days  before  the  first  rep- 
resentation, Rossini,  having  become  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  voices  of  his  singers,  begins  to  write. 
He  gets  up  late,  composes  amidst  the  conversation 
of  his  new  friends,  who,  whatever  he  may  be  do- 
ing, never  lose  sight  of  him  the  whole  day.  He 
goes  to  dinner  with  them  at  the  osteria,  and 
often  to  supper ;  he  returns  very  late,  and  his 
friends  accompany  him  to  the  door,  singing  at  the 


loudest  pitch  of  their  voices  some  air  which  he 
extemporizes,  sometimes  a  miserere,  to  the  great 
scandal  of  the  devout  inhabitants  of  the  quarter. 
At  last  he  gets  home,  and  it  is  at  this  period  of  the 
day,  at  about  three  in  the  morning,  that  some  of 
his  most  brilliant  ideas  have  occurred  to  him.  He 
writes  them  down  hurriedly  without  a  piano  on 
little  scraps  of  paper,  and  the  next  day  arranges 
them,  instruments  them,  to  use  his  own  language, 
when  lolling  with  his  friends.  Imagine  a  vivac- 
ious ardent  mind  receiving  impressions  from  every- 
thing around,  turning  all  to  some  account  and 
embarrassed  by  no  difficulties.  For  instance,  lat- 
terly, when  composing  his  Mose,  some  one  said, 
"  You  are  making  Jews  sing,  shall  you  make  them 
snuffle  as  they  do  in  the  synagogues  ?"  This  no- 
tion struck  him,  and  on  the  spot  he  composed  a 
magnificent  chorus,  actually  commencing  with 
certain  combinations  slightly  bringing  to  view  the 
singing  in  a  Jewish  synagogue. 

According  to  Rossini,  composing  is  nothing,  the 
troublesome  part  is  having  your  music  rehearsed. 
It  is  at  this  sad  moment  that  the  wretched  maestro 
endures  the  torture  of  hearing  his  finest  ideas,  his 
sweetest  and  most  brilliant  melodies,  disfigured  in 
every  key  the  human  voice  is  capable  of.  It  is 
enough  to  make  a  man  hiss  himself,  Rossini  would 
say.  He  came  away  from  rehearsal,  dejected  and 
disgusted  with  what  had  the  day  before  delighted 
him. 

But  these  rehearsals,  so  painful  to  a  young  com- 
poser, constitute  in  my  eyes  the  triumph  of  Italian 
sensibility ;  it  is  then  that,  assembled  round  a 
wretched  kettle  of  a  piano,  in  that  den  called  the 
ridotto  of  the  theatre,  in  some  small  town,  such  as 
Reggio  or  Velletri,  I  have  seen  eight  or  ten  poor 
devils  of  actors,  rehearsing,  accompanied  by  the 
clattering  sounds  emanating  from  the  kitchen  of 
the  neighboring  house.  I  have  seen  them  feel  and 
render  admirably  the  most  inspiriting  impressions 
that  music  can  convey  ;  it  is  then  that  the  inhabi- 
tant of  the  North  sees  with  astonishment  persons 
utterly  ignorant,  incapable  of  playing  a  waltz  on  the 
piano  or  of  saying  what  constitutes  the  difference 
between  one  key  and  another,  singing  and  accom- 
panying by  instinct,  and  with  admirable  brio,  the 
most  peculiar  and  the  most  original  music,  recom- 
posed  and  arranged  by  the  maestro  before  their 
very  eyes,  and  as  fast  as  they  sing  it.  They  make  a 
hundred  mistakes ;  but  in  music  all  errors  arising 
from  excess  of  verve  are  soon  forgiven,  as  in  love 
all  errors  proceeding  from  too  much  loving.  How- 
ever, these  rehearsals  which  charmed  me,  an  igno- 
ramus, would  no  doubt  have  shocked  M.  Berton, 
of  the  Institute. 

[Conclusion  next  week.] 
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Grand  Opera. — The  quarrel  between  the  Press  and 
the  Minister  of  State,  Acliille  Fould,  who,  on  the  trans- 
fer of  trie  support  of  the  Opera  to  the  civil  list,  abolished 
all  "  free  passes,"  is  amusingly  related  in  the  corres- 
pondence of  the  Neu&  Ztitschrift,  from  which  we  trans- 
late: 

"  Parisian  Journalism  rose  up  like  one  man — a  unan- 
imity never  before  known.  From  the  editor  in  chief  to 
the  printer's  boy,  all  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
Paris  journals,  was  in  commotion,  as  if  tlio  country 
were  in  danger.  From  the  first  of  September,  when 
the  Opera  opened,  the  excitement  increased  daily, 
hourly.  By  the  3d  there  was  actual  fear  of  barricades 
of  printing  presses.  Whether  M.  Fould  thought  that  the 
Grand  Opera,  as  an  "Imperial  Institution,"  could  do 
without  paid  pens,  or  whether  he  esteemed  the  judgment 
of  French  criticism  worthless — for  a  finance  minister  to 
underrate  and  to  insult  the  journalists,  those  apostles  of 
Civilization,  was  enough  to  nerve  them  to  determined 
and  most  terrible  revenge.  Accordingly  '  impartial  criti- 
cism' ignored  the  Grand  Opera  as  completely  as  the 
management  had  ignored  the  journalists.  '  No  criticism 
without  free  passes,'  was  the  battle  cry.  On  the  3d,  not 
a  journal  had  a  word  about  the  performances  at  the  '  Im- 
perial Academy  of  Music'  Even  Berlioz  joined  the 
revolution,  and  the  feuilltton  of  the  Journal  des  Debuts 
had  not  a  syllable  about  the  Opeia,     Only  the  luckless 


Moniteur  was  obliged  to  speak,  but  its  criticism  was 
greeted  with  unmeasured  contempt.  Even  the  govern- 
ment journals,  the  Pays  and  tiie  Constitutionne.1,  -which 
commonly  do  not  dare  to  grumble,  did  their  possible. 
Their  (Af^s,  MM.  Mires  and  Milhaud,  were  self-sacrificing 
enough  to  give  up  a  watering  excursion,  and  to  stay  in 
Paris,  purely  to  keep  out  any  articles  about  the  Opera 
from  their_/eui7/e(ons .' 

"  This  took  effect — not  for  a  long  time  upon  M.  Fould 
— but  behind  the  scenes  of  the  Grand  Opera. — '  What  is 
the  Grand  Opera,  what  the  artistes  in  it,  without  the 
reclavie  of  the  journals?  '  resounded  in  chorus  from  the 
ladies  of  the  couHssea.  The  actors  had  to  be  carefully 
watched,  for  fear  of  suicide  en  masse.  Happily  several 
dames  bethought  themselves  that  they  enjoyed  some 
influence  with  the  haute  finance,  if  only  in  weak  hours. 
So  they  resolved  to  put  M.  Fould's  resolution  to  a  fearful 
proof.  Mme.  Stoltz,  who  now  for  twenty-five  years  has 
played  the  '  Favorita,'  but  wlio  already  shows  some 
harsh  tones  in  her  upper  voice,  at  first  ventured  an  as- 
sault alone  upon  the  stony  heart  of  the  almighty  minis- 
ter. You  see  what  warm  friends  the  Parisian  journal- 
ists have,  and  what  dangers  les  dames  de  Vopera  dare  to 
encounter  for  their  friends.  For  the  glory  of  journalism 
Mme.  Stoltz  is  said  to  have  tried  everything  to  make  an 
impression  upon  M.  Fould  —  entreaties,  tears,  threats, 
blandishments,  finally  spasms  and  fainting-fits — but  all 
in  vain — he  still  held  out. 

"  But  the  ladies,  like  the  journalists,  were  too  truly 
French,  to  own  beat  after  one  repulse.  All  the  editors 
in  chief,  at  other  times  sworn  enemies,  betook  themselves 
in  a  body  to  the  general  director  of  '  Public  Safety,'  to 
call  his  attention  to  the  fearful  consequences  of  the 
Fould  decree.  Meanwhile  the  ladies  put  all  Ihe  other 
ministers  in  motion,  and  revived  old,  sweet  recollections 
in  them — all  in  vain !  The  300,000  francs  increase  of 
income  in  the  imperial  budget  weighed  too  heavily '. 

"  Then  they  had  recourse  to  great  meam.  Mme. 
Stoltz  again  put  herself  at  the  head  of  the  movement. 
She  wrote  to  the  Emperor  and  touched  him  on  his  weak 
side:  '  In  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Music  we  do  not 
sing  for  nmney,  but  for  fame .'  And  without  journalists 
there  is  no  fame,  and  without  free  passes  no  journalists. 
Gold  she  could  earn  anywhere,  more  than  in  the  impe- 
rial opera,  and  she  was  determined  to  break  her  engage- 
ment, unless  Fould  gave  in  1 '  The  other  ladies  operated 
in  their  way.  They  attacked  M.  Fould  en  masse  with 
cohrature  and  trills,  with  entrechats  and  el  oles,  in  trans- 
parent muslin  and  lace.  That  did  the  thing,  M.  Fould 
wavered ! 

"  And  now  came  hints  that  M.  Fould's  bitterness  to- 
wards the  journalists  proceeded  from  personal  motives; 
that  the  financial  operation  was  merely  a  pretext.  It 
was  all  oven  with  him !  He  had  to  make  a  concession. 
In  future  every  journal  receives  a  free  ticket,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  holder  shall  be  old  and  ugly.  M.  Fould  in 
his  innocence  did  not  know  that  Paris  journalists  win 
the  favor  of  ladies  of  the  Grand  Opera  by  quite  other 
means  than  personal  amiability  and  beauty. 

"  But  the  mighty  man  has  yielded  a  hair's  breadth — 
they  have  seen  through  him,  they  know  now  his  weak 
sides — now  no  man  longer  doubts  in  Paris,  that  the  jour- 
nalists, who  represent  France,  '  France,  thai  marches  al- 
ways at  ihe  head  of  European  civilization ' — that  the  jour- 
nalists will  come  out  of  this  contest  victorious,  and  so 
more  influential  and  powerful  than  ever  before.  And 
the  ladies  of  the  Grand  Opera  know  why  and  where- 
fore I 

"  Still  the  battle  continued  to  rage.  Mme.  Stoltz  was 
firmly  resolved  to  break  with  the  Opera ;  the  silence  of 
the  press  about  her  performances  she  considered  ground 
enough;  perhaps  too  it  occurred  to  her  that  she  could 
thus  withdraw  with  a  good  grace  and  shine  moreover  as 
a  martyr.  For  her  reception  on  the  part  of  the  Paris 
public  had  been  extremely  lukewarm.  Her  first  appear- 
ance was  in  her  great  role  of  Donizetti's  Favorita,  before 
a  splendid  house,  and  the  Emperor  being  present.  But 
the  whole  representation  was  lame,  everything  looked 
and  sounded  poor  and  hacknied.  Even  XhQviise  en  scene 
was  wretched  and  unworthy  of  the  Imperial  Opera. 
Gueymard,  the  tenor,  also  failed  to  please;  they  sighed 
for  Koger.     A  bad  d^but  for  M.  Fould  I 

"  Mme.  Stoltz  was  finally  prevailed  upon  by  her  Eng- 
lish protector,  Lord  Cowley,  out  of  '  love  for  him,'  to 
take  back  her  resignation.    That  she  could  not  carry  her 
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point,  excites  the  more  attention,  since  she  formerly 
stood  '  very  near'  to  Prince  Napoleon. 

"  The  Journals  still  maintained  their  silence,  A  mon- 
ster deputation  of  the  feuilletonists  of  all  the  papers 
made  a  mass  attack  on  M.  Fould,  and  advised  him  to  ca- 
pitulate. Fould  now  ordered  two  free  entr(5es  for  each 
journal,  and  on  the  first  representations  of  pieces  two 
tickets  extra.  Whereupon  the  besiegers  gave  way,  to 
treat  with  the  editors  in  chief.  .... 

"The  loss  is  more  on  the  part  of  the  feuilletonists  than 
of  the  journals  themselves.  .  .  .  To  the  principal  ones^ 
like  Berlioz,  Jules  Janin,  Delescluse,  Theophile  Gautier, 
Alphonse  Karr.  Guynot,  Escudier,  Scudo,  &c.,  the  not 
writing  about  the  Grand  Opera  is  a  considerable  loss. 
Berlioz,  for  instance,  gets  100  francs  for  every  feuilhion 
article  in  the  Dihats.  So  that  the  self-sacrificing  una- 
nimity of  the  feuilletonists,  in  persevering  in  this  oppo- 
sition, to  the  injury  of  their  own  pockets,  is  somewhat  to 
be  wondered  at." 

Apropos  to  the  above,  and  as  illustrating  the  beauties 
of  the  relation  of  the  Opera  and  the  Press,  may  be  named 
the  excitement  caused  by  the  discovery  that  Fiorentini, 
the  critic  of  the  Moniteur,  had  been  retained  by  the  Te- 
desco,  to  praise  her  to  the  tune  of  3,000  francs  per  an- 
num. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Grand  -Opera,  Mme.  Stoltz 
has  appeared  with  success  in  La  Heine  de  Chypre,  with 
M.  Roger.  Robert  le  Diabh  was  given  for  the  reappear- 
ance of  M,  D^rivis;  and  the  Prophete,  with  Mile.  Wert- 
heimer  as  Fides.  Mme.  Stoltz  takes  her  conge  till  the 
first  of  November.  M.  Roger's  engagement  would  ex- 
pire in  a  few  weeks.  Sophie  Cruvelli  returned  on  the 
first  October,  and  was  to  rehearse  the  new  opera  of  Ver- 
di and  Scribe  {"  King  Lear.")  Her  first  appearance,  as 
Valentina  in  the  Huguenots  was  highly  applauded.  There 
was  talk  of  an  arrangement  by  which  Mme.  Bosio,  of  the 
Theatre  Italien,  might  sing  at  the  Grand  Opera  three 
times  a  week.  M.  Gounod's  La  Nonne  Sanglanie  was 
to  be  produced  very  shortly.  As  a  last  item  we  read  the 
following  : 

The  musical  world  at  Paris  is  quite  in  an  uproar  at  the 
disappearance  of  Mile.  Cruvelli.  She  is  a  very  eccen- 
tric young  lady,  and  if  she  does  take  a  whim  into  her 
head  she  sticks  to  it.  The  other  night  she  was  to  sing 
in  the  "  Huguenots'^  —  house  crammed—  but  lo  !  she 
never  came,  and  the  money  had  to  be  returned.  But  the 
most  extraordinary  part  of  the  affair  is  that  nobody  knows 
where  she  has  gone.  She  has  left  all  her  jewels.  &.C., 
and  conjectures  are  running  wild  about  her.  The  Opera 
directors  have  instituted  proceedings  against  her,  and 
her  property,  to  the  amount  of  100,000  francs,  has  been 
seized  as  security.  Her  engagement  at  the  Opera  is 
worth  £6,000,  and  very  little  to  do. 

Cruvelli's  motive  for  this  conduct  is  said  to  be  her 
sense  of  injury  because  her  name  is  not  placarded  in 
larger  letters  than  the  other  singers.  She  seems  to  have 
thought  that  stars  might  turn  comets  when  the  "  starring 
system'*  was  abolished. 

Theatre  Italien. — The  season  commenced  with 
Semiramide,  sung-  by  Bosio,  Borghi-Mamo  and  M.  Gas- 
sier. 11  Barhiere  was  performed  for  the  debut  of  Mme. 
Gassier. 

Opera  CoMiciUE.— M  Ernest  Boulanger's  new  opera, 
Les  Sabots  de  la  Marquise,  has  been  well  received  Mile- 
Lemercier  being  greatly  aipplauded  in  the  part  of  the 
femme  du  ckamhre.  La  Pre  aux  Geres  still  maintains  its 
place  in  the  bills,  and  L'  Eioile  du  Nord  was  soon  to  be 
revived. 

Theatre  Ltrique.—M.  Perrin  opened  on  the  1st 
with  Mme.  Cabel  in  La  Promise.  This  was  followed  by 
La  Reine  d'zme  Jour,  and  the  new  opera  by  M.  Gavaert 
Le  Billet  de  Marguerite,  was  announced  for  the  debut  of 
Mme.  Deligne-Lanters. 

Of  Berlioz  we  read  that,  again  disappointed  in  his 
hope  of  being  elected  to  fil)  a  vacancy  in  the  Academy 
of  the  Fine  Arts,  (M.  Clapisson  being  the  successful 
candidate.)  he  again  left  Paris.  "  He  went  into  Norman- 
dy, to  a  little,  obscure  fishing  village  on  the  sea-shore. 
There  he  has  completed  the  grand  Tnlogy,  which  has 
powerfully  developed  itself  out  of  the  little  embryo  of 
three  numbers,  which  composed  his  "  Flight  into  Egypt." 
The  first  part  is  called  "  The  Dream  of  Herod,"  the  sec- 
ond forms  '*  The  Flight."  and  the  third  the  "  Arrival  at 
Sals."  It  has  grown  in  all  to  sixteen  numbers,  which 
with  the  instrumental  introductions  will  occupy  about  an 


hour  and  a  half.     The  poetry  is  also  written  by  Berlioz. 

This  work  is  his  answer  to  the  election  of  M.  Clapisson 
to  the  French  Academy,  and  Germany  will  probably 
have  the  first  hearing  of  it," 


Germany. 

Vienna. — SponiinV s  J^ernando  CortezhtLsheen  revived 
with  great  applause  at  the  Imperial  Opera  Honse  after  a 
lapse  of  two  and  twenty  years.  The  principal  singers 
were  Mile.  La  Grua,  Herr  Steger  and  Herr  Beck;  Carl 
Eckert  conductor.  For  October  were  announced  72o6er( 
le  Diabh,  Nicolai's  "  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor,"  *Scc. 

At  the  re-opening  of  the  Imperial  Privat-Theater,  a 
new  Karakier-gemdkh  (character  sketch,)  entitled  Mo- 
zari,  has  been  produced  with  success.  It  is  the  first  ef- 
fort of  a  young  author,  Herr  Wahlgemuth,  who  has  wo- 
ven some  of  the  principal  events  of  the  immortal  com- 
poser's life  into  a  very  interesting  piece,  Herr  von  Sapp6, 
the  leader  at  this  establishment,  has  written  a  pleasing 
and  clever  overture,  the  motives  of  which  nre  taken  from 
Mozart's  own  compositions.  In  the  early  part  of  this 
month,  Shakspeare's  "Midsummer Night's  Dream,"  with 
Mendelssohn's  music,  will  be  produced  for  the  first  time 
at  the  Hofburgtheater,  under  the  direction  of  the  Captll- 
rndster,  Herr  Titl. 

Leipzig. — The  capellmeister  Rietz  has  undertaken 
the  direction  both  of  the  Ge  wandhaus  concerts  and  of  the 
Sing- Aha  dem  ie. 

Herr  F.  David  has  returned  from  Russia.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Conservatory  celebrated  his  re^turn  by  a  grand 
serenade  in  the  garden  of  the  establishment,  which  was 
tastefully  illuminated  In  honor  of  the  occasion.  Lort- 
zing's  Wildschiilz  has  been  successfully  revived.  The 
first  Gewandhaus  concert  is  announced  for  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober. 

Berlin. — The  king  of  Prussia  has  presented  the  com- 
plete works  of  Palestrina,  in  eight  folio  volumes,  to  the 
Sieg-Rheinische  Lekrer-Gesang-Verein,  a  society  at 
Brijhl,  which  under  the  direction  of  HerrTopler  devotes 
itself  exclusively  to  the  old  Italian  church  music  a  ca- 
pella. 

A  great  many  concerts  have  been  given  for  the  benefit 
of  the  sufferers  by  the  late  inundations  in  Silesia.  At  the 
Royal  Opera  House  the  only  thing  worthy  of  notice  hag 
been  the  re-appearance  of  Mdlle.  Johanna  Wagner  as 
Leonora  in  Fidtlio,  after  an  absence  of  several  months. 
The  theatre  was  filled  to  suffocation,  but  the  audience 
were  far  from  enthusiastic  at  the  fall  of  the  curtain.  The 
fact  is,  that  Mdlle.  Wagner  can  no  more  set  at  defiance 
the  laws  of  Nature  than  any  other  vocalist.  The  music 
of  Fidelio  lies  completely  beyond  the  compass  of  her 
voice  ;  by  great  efforts  she  formerly  gave  tlie  high  notes 
with  a  freshness  which  in  some  degree  atoned  for  her 
now  evident  exertions  in  doing  so — she  could  once  sing 
F  with  tolerable  success,  but  she  is  now  not  able  to  reach 
E.  I  do  not  think  it  very  probable  that  this  yonng  lady 
will  ever  occasion  another  action  between  the  managers 
of  two  rival  operas  of  London,  or  indeed  of  any  other 
city.  The  Sing-Academie  gave  a  performance  on  Wed- 
nesday, in  the  Garnisonkirche,  of  Handel's  "Messiah." 
The  church  was  crowded. 

The  members  of  the  Singacademie  have  given  a  per- 
formance of  Radziwill's  music  to  Faust.  The  choruses 
were  especially  good.  The  proceeds  of  the  concert, 
which  were  considerable,  were  devoted  to  the  benefit  of 
the  late  sufferers  of  the  flood  in  Silesia.  Mad.  Koster 
has  returned  from  her  conge,  rind  resumed  her  profession- 
al duties  at  the  opera-house. —  Coi\  Lond.  Mus.  World. 

Dresden. — The  Court  Theatre  opened  in  September 
with  almost  entirely  serious  plays  and  operas,  like  Goe- 
the's Jphigenla,  Mozart's  Idomeneo,  Hebbel's  Judith,  &c. 

The  manufacture  of  cheap  musical  instruments  forms 
an  important  branch  of  commerce  in  many  places  in 
Saxony.  Two  small  towns,  Neukirchen  and  Klingenthal, 
produce  every  year,  a  total  of  13,610  violins  at  44,500 
thnlers.  They  also  make  2643  dozen  guitars,  worth 
32,800  thalers,  600  double-basses,  worth  4,000  thalera, 
3,000  vioIdVicellos,  worth  8,000  thalers,  as  well  as  strings 
to  the  amount  of  60,000  thalers.  Most  of  these  instru- 
ments are  sent  abroad. 

Italy. 

Trieste. — This  is  the  nativeplace  of  Alfred  Jaell, 
who  has  been  passing  six  weeks  there  at  home.  From 
the  Osservutore  Triestino  we  translate  the  following: 

"  ZQik  Sept. — Alfred  Jaell,  our  great  Pianiste- 
Compositore,  gave  a  Grand  Concert  at  the  Teatro  Grande 
last  night  to  an  overflowing  house,  all  seats  having  been 
sold  at  4  P.  M.,  and  all  private  boxes  (150  in  number,) 
crowded.  The  concert  was  one  of  the  most  splendid 
f^tes  ever  given  here, — the  virtuoso  having  been  called 
out  nineteen  times  during  the  evening,  and  obliged  to  re- 
peat almost  every  piece  in  the  programme.  In  fact,  this 
concert  recalled  the  pleasant  sensations  produced  some 
three  years  since  by  his  concerts  here.     During  the  per- 


formance of  his  fantasia  on  Norma  he  had  to  stop  several 
times  to  receive  the  enthusiastic  braves  from  the  audi- 
ence. We  know  not  which  to  admire  most,  his  extraor- 
dinary bravura  in  his  fantasia  on  Norma,  or  his  elegance 
and  sparkling  touch  in  his  charming  little  morceau  carac- 
teristique,  called  "  Aux  bards  du  Mississippi."  The 
whole  Italian  Opera  Company,  Signora  Salvini  Dona- 
telli,  Signori  Mirate,  Ferry  and  Benedetti,  with  the  cho- 
rus and  grand  orchestra,  added  to  the  splendor  oP  the 
Concert. 

"  We  are  only  sorry  that  Mr  Jaell's  engagements  do  not 
allow  him  to  give  us  another  concert  for  the  present,  but 
we  hope  he  will  not  forget  his  '  Pairia,*  and  will  soon 
enchant  us  again." 

For  the  benefit  of  Jaell's  friends  here  we  may  add  that 
after  wandering  about  Germany,  meeting  old  friends, 
visiting  Liszt  at  Weimar,  getting  pretty  strongly  mag- 
netized with  Wagnerism,  composing  fantasias  on  Lohen- 
grin, &-C.,  and  giving  the  above  concert,  he  was  by  last 
accounts  in  beautiful  Venice.  The  Gazetta  di  Venezia 
(Oct.  6,)  remembers  with  pleasure  his  concerts  three 
years  ago  and  hopes  they  may  now  be  favored  by  the 
like.  Jaell  finds  Verdi's  Trovatore  occupying  all  the 
theatres  of  Italy.  On  the  15th  ult.  he  was  to  leave  for 
Milan,  Switzerland  and  Leipzig,  there  to  play  at  a  Ge- 
wandhaus Concert  about  the  Ist  of  November. 

Milan. — The  names  of  the  artists  engaged  for  the 
grand  opening  of  the  Scala  in  December  have  been  pub- 
lished. The  following  are  the  principal  artists  d'obligo 
(those  engaged  by  the  direction:)  Signora  Augusta  Al- 
bertini,  and  the  Signori  Kaffaele  Mirate  (tenor,)  Gaetano 
Ferri  (barytone,)  Guiseppe  Echeveria  (basso  profondo;) 
other  prime  donne  assolute,  Signora  Giulia  Sanchioli, 
Maria  de  Gianni  Vives,  and  Eliza  Hensler;  contralto, 
Signora  Giui?eppina  Breggazzi;  primo  tenore,  Giuseppe 
Sinico;  primi  baritoni,  Luigi  Valli  and  Domenico  Matti- 
oli;  basso  profondo,  Lauro  Benedetto;  primo  basso  com- 
ico,  Raffaele  Scalese ;  other  basso  comico,  Demi  Stanislao ; 
maestri  composers,  Signor  Francesco  Chiaroraonte  and 
Eraanuele  Muzio.  The  chorus  will  consist  of  one  hun- 
dred, including  the  students  of  the  school  established  a 
few  months  ago  by  the  directors  of  the  I.  R.  Theatres 
for  the  purpose  of  teaching  and  training  chorus  singers. 
The  orchestra  will  be  composed  of  ninetj'-four  perform- 
ers, directed  by  Signor  Cavallini.  Ten  operas  are  prom- 
ised; there  wiil_also  be  a  numerous  ballet  company. 

Venice. — At  the  Teatro  Apollo,  Verdi's  Trovatore  has 
had  most  brilliant  success.  Leonora,  Signora  Orecchia; 
Adzuceua,  Signora  Corvetti;  Maurico,  Signor  Liverani; 
II  Conte,  Signor  Mazzauti;  and  the  basso  profondo,  Sig- 
nor Latry. 

Turin. — At  the  Teatro  Carignano,  Sajh  of  Pacini  has 
pleased  immensely,  sustained  by  the  prima  donna  Signo- 
ra Katinka  Evers,  the  contralto  Signora  Ghedini,  the  te- 
nore Pasi,  and  barytone  Olivari. 

Florence. — At  the  Teatro  Pergola,  Poliuto  has  been 
a  semi-Jiasco,  executed  by  the  prima  donna  Signora  Cor- 
tes: (who  it  is  reported  was  indisposed,)  and  the  Signori 
Fraschini  and  Beraldi.  At  the  Teatro  Pagliano,  Verdi's 
Trovatore  has  heen  received  with  enthusiasm,  especially 
the  4th  act,  sung  by  the  Signore  Alajmo  and  Abbadia; 
and  the  Signori  Landi,  Morelli,  and  the  basso  Domenechi. 


Dniigjjf  0  ^nurnal  nf  Blnsir. 

BOSTON,  NOV.  4.  18,54. 

The  Musical  Season, 
ir. 

But  what  of  Opera  ?  This  is  the  question  which 
we  hoped  to  answer  this  week,  having  last  week 
shown  the  winter's  prospect  with  regard  to  Con- 
certs. 

At  home  not  much  seems  promised.  Alas ! 
we  have  been  and  builded  a  great  theatre,  where 
the  Lyric  Music,  at  least  so  far,  may  not  enter. 
It  was  begun  in  the  faith  that  lyrical  drama  had 
grown  to  be  an  indispensable  luxury  with  Bosto- 
nians.  Then  the  complaint  was  only  that  we  had 
no  place,  worthy  of  the  operatic  splendors,  and 
large  enough  to  hold  a  paying  audience  for  a  thing 
so  costly.  Now  we  have  a  place,  sumptuous  and 
ample,  and  we  do  without  the  Opera.  The  most 
that  we  have  been  promised  definitely  is  some 
taste  of  English  Opera,  by  Miss  Louisa  Pyne, 
Mr.   Hakrison,    Sig.  Borrani,  &c.,  who  have 
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been  singing  in  New  York,  at  the  Broadway 
Theatre,  and  in  Philadelphia ;  and  a  very  vague 
hint,  (after  many  doubts  and  strong  intimations 
of  their  desire  to  return  to  Europe,)  that  Grisi 
and  Mario  "  will  visit  onli/  Boston"  after  the  cur- 
rent twelve  nights  are  completed  in  New  York. 

In  the  meantime  New  York  absorbs  all  the 
operatic  material  that  is  marketable  in  the  East- 
ern cities.  Grisi  and  Mario,  after  some  dozen 
performances  at  Castle  Garden,  always  of  Norma, 
Lucrezia  Borgia,  and  /  Puritani,  and  as  many 
more  in  the  splendid  new  Academy  of  Music,  of 
still  always  Purilani,  Borgia  and  Norma,  varied 
at  the  last  by  La  Sonnambula,  and  to  moderate 
audiences  compared  with  expectations,  came  to  a 
week's  pause  in  consequence  of  Mario's  illness. 
On  Monday  last  another  series  of  twelve  nights 
was  commenced,  upon  a  grander  scale,  with  Se- 
miramide,  (put  upon  the  stage,  as  Mr.  Fry  says, 
with  more  splendor  than  it  ever  was  in  Paris), 
and  with  whispers  about  the  Prophete  and  other 
famous  works  less  hacknied  in  this  country. 
These  are  to  be  their  last  performances  in  New 
York.  Then  shall  we  have  our  turn  '1  —  that 
"  only  "  privilege  ?  The  ground  for  such  distinc- 
tion, as  alleged,  is  our  advantage  in  having  an 
opera  house  large  enough  to  cover,  at  $2,00 
a  ticket,  Mr.  Hackett's  nightly  expense  ($3,000). 
It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  we  Tiave  an  opera 
house ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  great 
singers  will  not  really  quit  the  country  in  dis- 
gust, before  giving  Boston  a  short  trial. 

The  English  troupe  in  New  York  (now  in 
Philadelphia)  have  thus  far  given  such  familiar 
pieces  as  the  "  Bohemian  Girl,"  and  the  Sonnam- 
bula, with  Wallace's  "Maritana"  as  the  only 
novelty.  They  are  said  to  give  English  Opera  in 
a  considerably  better  style  than  Mme.  Thillon's 
party,  yet  with  spoken  dialogue  in  place  of  musi- 
cal recitative. — A  second  English  Opera  com- 
pany has  just  arrived  with  Mr.  William  Niblo, 
and  is  to  open  shortly  in  "  The  Syren."  'fhe 
company  is  quite  complete.  The  prima  donna 
is  Mile.  Dolores  Nau,  an  American  by  birth, 
who  has  sung  in  times  past  much  in  Paris  and  in 
London,  and  of  whom  we  published  rather  a 
glowing  account  from  a  correspondent  some 
months  since. 

Mr.  St.  Albyn,  the  tenor,  is  young  and 
handsome,  and  has  lately  taken  the  first^  rank 
in  English  Opera,  in  the  successful  experiment 
made  by  Bliss  Romer,  at  the  Royal  Surry  theatre. 
Mr.  Allan  Irving  is  the  first  basso,  and  possesses 
a  rich,  melodious  voice  and  great  personal  advan- 
tages. Mr.  George  Harrison  is  the  second  tenor, 
and  Mr.  Horncastle,  so  well  known  as  a  valuable 
member  of  the  Seguin  opera  troupe,  will  be  the 
second  bass.  The  seconda  donna  is  Miss  Brienti, 
who  made  her  first  operatic  appearance  in  this 
country,  with  Mr.  Manvers.  Mr.  Baker,  the 
leader  of  JuUien's  orchestra,  is  the  musical  di- 
rector of  the  company. 

They  have  also  a  German  Opera  in  New  York, 
at  the  City  Theatre,  in  the  Bowery,  where  per- 
formances are  constantly  given,  in  the  German 
language,  not  only  of  German  operas  like  Der 
FreyschUtz,  Preciosa,  Czar  und  Zimmermann, 
but  also  of  Italian  pieces  like  the  "  Barber  of 
Seville." — Then  there  are  great  promises  of 
what  is  hereafter  to  be  done  at  the  Academy 
under  the  combined  management  of  Ullman, 
Maretzek  and  Count  Rossi,  who  it  is  said  are  in 
negotiation  with  Johanna  Wagner,  and  with 
Clara  Novello,  and  a  whole  constellation  of  prime 
notorieties.     Such  management  will  surely  find 


way  for  an  entering   wedge    info  our   Northern 
ice,  and  not  limit  operations  to  New  York. 

Some  of  the  scattering  spokes  of  the  old  ope- 
ratic wheels  have  naturally  combined  to  try  their 
fortunes  in  the  South  and  West.  By  last  ac- 
counts Signore  Garbato  and  Vietti,  and  Signori 
Cuturi,  Vietti,  Rocco,  and  others  were  announced 
for  opera  at  St.  Louis.  And  here  endeth  our  ac- 
count of  Opera.  And  here  we  may  as  well  end 
our  review  altogether  for  the  present,  until  more 
lisht  dawns. 


The  Cologne  Cathedral.   No.  L 

Bonn,  Oct.  10,  1851. 
My  Dear  Dwight :  —  Sunday  last  was  a  bright 
and  beautiful  morning  though  cold,  and  at  half- 
past  nine  in  the  morning  I  was  warming  myself 
after  an  hour's  ride  in  the  cars  by  a  brisk  walk  in 
the  narrow  and  now  comparatively  clean  streets 
which  lead  from  the  station  of  the  Bonn  railroad 
to  the  Cathedral  of  Cologne  1  It  was  luckily  not 
quite  time  for  High  Mass  when  I  reached  the 
arch-way  leading  from  "  am  Hof "  to  the  "  Dom 
Platz,"  and  therefore  on  passing  through  I  had  a 
few  minutes  to  spend  in  comparing  the  structure 
asiit  now  stands  with  it  as  it  was  when  I  first  saw 
it  from  this  spot  nearly  five  and  a  half  years  ago. 
The  huge  tower  still  stands  unchanged,  which  was 
carried  up  nearly  two  hundred  feet  and  then  left 
with  the  crane  at  top  to  wait  more  than  three 
centuries  for  another  course  of  stone.  Crowned 
with  a  coronet  of  bushes  and  grass,  there  it  ig, 
weather-beaten  and  defaced,  just  as  I  first  saw  it, 
and  the  huge  wooden  crane  still  vainly  offers  its 
long  arm  to  the  builder.  But  the  main  body  of 
the  edifice  shows  great  changes,  such  indeed  as 
promise  the  early  completion  of  all  but  the  towers 
— in  spite  of  the  angry  devil  of  the  legendary 
history  of  the  Cathedral.  The  great  southern 
portal  of  the  transept  appears  to  be  finished,  save 
perhaps  a  few  ornamental  statues,  for  which 
niches  and  pedestals  are  prepared.  A  world  of 
genius  and  labor  has  already  been  lavished  upon 
it,  and  to  proceed  fartlier  with  it  does  really 
seem  like  gilding  the  refined  gold.  The  lofty 
gable  of  this  transept  is  already  at  its  full  height, 
and  the  delicate  tracery  in  stone,  of  its  windows, 
appears  to  be  ready  for  the  stained  glass.  The 
huge  piers  or  columns  which  spring  up  from  the 
floor  within,  and  support,  on  the  arches  they  sus- 
tain, the  weight  of  the  upper  wall  of  the  nave, 
have  been  carried  up  to  their  full  height,  and  the 
spaces  between  are  already  filled,  like  the  tran- 
sept gable,  with  the  stone  work  of  the  windows. 
On  going  round  the  building  I  find  the  northern 
side  and  transept  in  nearly  or  quite  an  equal  de- 
gree of  forwardness,  and  the  graud  western  por- 
tal, between  the  two  mighty  towers — which  are  to 
be — with  its  arches  sprung  and  the  great  bulk 
of  its  heavy  work  apparently  completed.  Luck- 
ily, in  the  mythology  of  the  Church,  the  demi- 
gods and  goddesses  are  almost  infinite  in  number, 
or  how  could  all  these  places  for  statues  be  filled 
without  repetition  ?  What  a  congress  of  Pro- 
phets, Apostles  and  Saints  will  be  here  when  all 
shall  be  finished !  •  So  much  has  been  done  since 
the  recommencement  of  the  work  in  1842,  that 
the  imagination  is  able  to  carry  out  the  architect's 
plan,  and  form  a  conception  of  the  structure  as  it 
is  to  stand  ;  when  the. screen,  which  for  so  many 
long  years  protected  the  finished  choir  from  the 
effects  of  storm  and  tempest,  and  which  now  sep- 
arates it  from   the  nave,  shall   be   removed,  and  - 


enable  the  stranger  as  he  enters  the  grand  west- 
ern portal  to  look  down  tbe  long  vista  into  the 
choir,  that  holy  of  holies  of  all  that  is  beautiful 
and  inspiring  in  Gothic  architecture;  when  the 
temporary  roof  of  the  newer  part  is  taken  away 
and  the  vaulted  ceiling  shall  spring  up  yet  an- 
other hundred  feet  above  the  broad  flagstones  of 
the  floor;  when  the  workshops,  old  buildings  and 
places  of  trafiic  which  now  surround  it  and  en- 
croach upon  the  square  in  which  it  stands  are 
gone,  and  it  shall  stand  there — the  noblest  "  thing 
of  beauty  "  in  the  art— in  all  its  vast  and  exqui- 
site proportions,  "  a  joy  forever." 

Every  well  informed  person  has  an  idea  ot 
Gothic  architecture,  and  the  term  conjures  up  a 
confused  multitude  of  towers  and  turrets,  but- 
tresses and  pinnacles,  huge  piers  and  clustered 
columns,  pointed  arches  and  vaulted  ceilings, 
huge,  pointed  windows  filled  with  Scripture  his- 
tories in  painted  glass,  and  a  thousand  ornaments 
of  the  brush  and  chisel  of  every  imaginable  va- 
riety, beautiful  or  grotesque.  A  correct  description 
of  any  particular  specimen  can  only  be  given  in 
technical  language,  and  when  given  can  only  be 
read  by  the  architect,  professional  or  amateur;  I 
shall  not  attempt  one.  It  is  easy  to  state  the  di- 
mensions— thej'  are  given  in  all  the  guide  books. 
The  extreme  length  of  the  Cathedral  from  the 
outermost  stone  of  the  towers  in  front  to  that  of 
the  last  buttress  in  the  apse,  is  given  as  511  feet, 
and  this  corresponds  with  the  proposed  height  of 
the  towers,  though  they  are  to  be  in  fact  a  few 
feet  more  in  height,  an  allowance  being  made  for 
perspective.  The  breadth  of  the  body  of  the 
building  is  given  by  one  authority  as  150  feet, 
increased  in  the  transepts  by  fifty  feet  on  each 
side ;  but  Murray's  Handbook  makes  the  breadth 
of  the  transepts  less  by  19  feet.  Probably  the 
diiference  is  owing  to  the  different  standard  foot 
employed  in  the  measurement.  There  are  few 
edifices  in  the  United  States  so  large  that  they 
may  be  taken  as  standards  of  comparison.  Per- 
haps Quincy  Market  House  in  Boston  is  not  much 
greater  in  length  than  the  church  in  question, 
and  probably  the  entire  length  of  Trinity  Church 
in  New  York  is  not  far  from  the  breadth  of  this. 
The  vaulted  ceiling  of  the  choir  rises  161  feet 
from  the  foundation — so  that  we  have  but  few 
churches  which  might  not  be  put,  tower  and  all, 
in  front  of  the  high  altar,  with  room  to  spare ! 
Yet  all  the  proportions  of  the  whole  are  so  per- 
fect, all  the  parts  are  so  fittingly  joined  together, 
that  he  who  sees  it  can  hardly  conceive  its  real 
magnitude.  One  must  visit  it  repeatedly  and  at 
distant  intervals,  must  make  himself  familiar  with 
the  hugeness  of  the  separate  parts,  must  often 
pass  through  the  grand  portals,  contemplate  the 
vastness  of  the  windows  with  their  multitude  of 
gigantic  figures,  learn  to  appreciate  the  littleness 
of  the  human  figure,  as  it  struts  about,  lilliput- 
like,  where  all  else  is  so  colossal ;  endeavor  to  es- 
timate, upon  a  Sabbath  morning,  the  number  of 
souls  in  the  multitudes  here  congregated, 
and  yet  but  partially  filling  the  broad  area ;  above 
all,  he  must  go  up  the  long  winding  stairway, 
leading  to  the  narrow  gallery,  which,  half  way 
up,  runs  around  the  wall  within,  must  pass  out  on 
the  roof  of  the  aisles,  and  there  mark  the  stupen- 
dous double  row  of  flying  buttresses,  "  the  forest 
of  purfled  pinnacles,"  and  the  "  broad  tracts"  of 
slating  about  him ;  must  ascend  a  weary  way  to 
the  upper  eave,  pass  in  beneath  the  roof,  and 
through   the   opening  in   the  ceiling   look  down 
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upon  the  kneeling  worshippers  and  inquisitive 
strangers,  dwindled  to  children  by  the  dizzy 
height ;  must  walk  along  the  eave  trough — a 
broad  passage  hardly  notieable  from  below — with 
the  roof  rising  like  a  hill  beside  him,  before  the 
real  vastness  of  the  edifice  will  begin  to  be  felt, 
and  the  emotions  aroused  by  its  majestic  beauty 
give  way  to  those  of  awe  and  sublimity. 

But  whether  after  all  one  can  even  thus  feel 
fully  the  grandeur  of  the  idea  here  working  out 
may  be  a  question.  For  my  own  part  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  my  liveliest  idea  of  the  great 
extent  of  the  Cologne  Cathedral  is  obtained  from 
a  distance ;  as  when  on  Saturday,  in  coming 
from  Elberfeld  to  Diisseldorf  in  the  cars,  we  came 
through  the  last  excavation,  and  the  Rhine  valley, 
in  all  its  glorious  beauty,  burst  in  an  instant  upon 
our  literally  enraptured  vision,  and  we  saw  Co- 
logne, more  than  twenty  miles  away,  looking  dim 
in  the  distance,  but  its  Cathedral  still  a  conspicu- 
ous object  in  the  view.  Yesterday,  too,  from  the 
Drachenfels,  at  an  equal,  perhaps  greater 
distance,  the  huge  mass  rose  distinctly  to  sight, 
from,  and  far  above,  all  the  other  buildings  of  the 
city  around  it. 

Stand  without  and  look  at  the  buttresses — those 
hucre  ribs  of  solid  stone — go  to  one  of  them  and 
see  of  what  a  vast  mass  it  consists,  rising  there  a 
hu"e  obelisk-like  column  of  an  hundred  feet, 
and  throwing  off  from  near  its  pinnacled  top, 
those  two  semi-arches,  like  halves  of  devil's 
bridges  from  the  torrents  of  the  Alps,  to  strengthen 
and  support  the  lofty  wall  of  the  nave,  rising 
still  as  much  higher  from  its  foundation  upon  the 
arches  of  the  columns  within.  Immense  piles  of 
stone  as  they  are,  two  such  buttresses  are  to  the 
window  they  enclose,  little  more  in  proportion 
than  an  ordinary  casement.  How  many  feet_ 
high  and  wide  these  windows  are  I  can  form  no 
conception  ;  I  only  know  that  the  space  between 
any  two  of  these  huge  ribs  is  filled  with  one,  and 
that  each,  large  as  it  is,  has  its  gigantic  mate  far 
away  up  between  the  buttresses  of  the  upper 
wall. 

And  there  are  those  windows  of  stained  glass, 
admitting  "  dim,  religious  light,"  of  which  we  have 
read  from  infancy  and  longed  to  see  !  The  but- 
tresses, which  support  the  rear  of  the  structure 
are  of  increased  size,  and  are  arranged  in  a 
semicircle.  The  space  between  each  two  by  the 
addition  of  an  outer  wall,  in  form  three  sides  of 
an  octagon,  becomes  a  chapel  with  three  windows, 
necessarily  less  in  size  than  those  of  the  side  aisles, 
though  like  them  filled  with  glass  of  gorgeous 
hues.  The  great  windows  are  in  the  other  part  of 
the  edifice  between  the  transept  and  the  towers. 
They  are  ten  in  number,  on  each  side  three  of  full 
width  and  two  of  half  sizcj  Those  on  the  north 
side  bear  date  1509,  and  nearly  three  centuries 
and  a  half  have  passed  away  without  their  having 
suffered  any  material  injury,  notwithstanding  all 
the  dangers  to  which  the  history  of  these  centuries 
shows  them  to  have  been  subjected.  Among  the 
subjects  represented  in  these  are  the  genealogy  of 
Jesus  Christ  shown  in  a  tree  springing  from  the 
body  of  Abraham ;  the  worship  of  th^  infant 
Christ  in  the  manger  by  angels  and  shepherds ; 
the  Queen  of  Sheba  before  Solomon ;  Worship  of 
the  Magi,  Apostles,  Prophets  and  Saints,  and  of 
course,  in  Europe,  mingled  with  them,  the  arms 
and  insignia  of  German  princes.  The  drawing 
of  all  is  of  the  old  angular,  ungraceful  style  of 
that  age,  such  as  we  see  in  the  illuminations  of  old 


manuscripts,  though  of  unsurpassable  richness  of 
color.  The  fine  new  ones  opposite,  as  every  one 
perhaps  knows,  were  the  gift  of  the  late  king  of 
Bavaria,  of  Lola  Montes  memory.  The  lower  di- 
vision of  each  is  filled  with  imaginary  portraits  of 
the  apostles  and  four  principal  prophets,  four  to 
each  of  the  full  sized  windows,  and  two  to  each  of 
the  others,  all  of  the  size  of  life,  perhaps  larger, 
and  full  length.  Above  them,  in  each  window,  is 
a  scene  from  the  NewTestament ;  in  one  the  prepa- 
ring the  body  of  the  crucified  one  for  burial,  in 
another  the  stoning  of  Stephen,  and  the  like.  In 
these  the  figures  are  colossal ;  above  these  still  in 
each  window  is  some  other  fine  work  of  smaller 
size,  but  corresponding  to  the  subject  immediately 
below.  Except  the  windows,  all  in  this,  the  main 
body  of  the' Cathedral,  is  sternly  and  severely 
plain,  the  painter  and  decorator  are  as  yet  un- 
known, the  bricks  of  the  vaultings  are  still  uncov- 
ered, and  the  four  rows  of  clustered  columns,  like 
giant  pines  upon  the  shores  of  Lake  Superior, 
ascend  heavenwards,  beautiful  only  in-  the  majesty 
and  exquisite  grace  of  their  form  and  proportions, 
their  only  ornament  wreathes  of  forest  leaves  cut 
from  the  living  stone,  no  two  alike,  which  crown 
them  as  capitals,  and  from  which  the  ribs  of  the 
vaulting  spring.  " 

Within  the  choir  this  is  not  so.  Splendor  and 
magnificence  have  their  home  there.  Nor  have  I 
ever  seen  a  second  sight  so  gorgeously  beautiful 
as  that  which  meets  the  eye  of  one  coming  up  the 
south  transept  and  looking  up  between  those  rows 
of  plain  columns  into  the  soaring  canopy  of  the 
choir.  Tfie  gilded  foliage  of  the  capitals,  the 
frescos  which  cover  the  plain  surfaces,  the  glass  of 
the  lofty  windows,  statuar}',  marble  in  profusion, 
and  so  on,  all  combine  to  impress  one  with  the 
feeling  that  he  sees  a  splendid  vision  rather  than  a 
reality — a  house  made  with  hands. 

A.  W.  T. 


Musical  Education  Society.. — The  first  of  the  pub- 
lic "  Rehearsals,"  on  Monday  evening,  was  very  interest- 
ing and  successful.  Tiie  clioruses,  of  which  some  six  or 
move  were  sung,  were  from  Handel's  "Jephtha"  and 
Mendelssohn's  "  St.  Paul,"  and  just  such  pieces  as  can 
never  fail  to  inspire,  when  sung  with  such  precision  and 
good  balance  as  they  were  that  evening  by  a  choir  of 
some  200  singers.  Especially  effective  were,  from 
"  Jephtha,"  the  chorus  '  No  more  to  Ammon's  God  and 
king,'  ending  with  the  quaint  and  lively  fugue,  whose 
theme  is  mostly  chant-like,  on  one  note;  '  Chemosh  no 
more  will  we  adore  with  timbrelled  anthems  to  Jehovah 
due,'  and  that  sublime  one  in  which  the  fugal  masses  so 
aptly  represent  the  heaving  of  a  stormy  ocean :  '  When 
his  loud  voice  in  thunder  spoke,'  &c.  From  "  St.  Paul," 
the  severe  and  solid  Chorale:  'To  God  on  high,'  and 
those  sweet  and  comforting  choruses:  '  Happy  and  blest 
are  they,'  and  '  How  lovely  are  the  messengers  that 
preach  us  the  gospel  of  Peacer(the  latter  introduced- by 
the  duet  for  tenor  and  bass :  '  Now  we  are  Ambassadors  ' 
&c.),  were  truly  edifying,  and  suggest  the  hope  that 
sometime  the  society  will  give  us  the  '  St.  Paul'  entire. 
Jlr.  Keeissmann  has  his  forces  under  excellent  control. 
In  the  the  body  of  seventy-five  sopranos  were  no  dum- 
mies; every  one  sang;  a  little  harshness  in  their  collec- 
tive tone  requires  indeed  some  softening.  The  smaller 
body  of  contraltos,  some  thirty,  sounded  rich,  sweet  and 
effective. 

In  the  lulls  between  these  great  bracing  blasts  of  chorus, 
were  pleasant  solos  and  duets  introduced,  chiefly  by 
Miss  DoANEand  Mr.  Kkeissman.  This  lady  has  improv- 
ed greatly  in  her  singing,  and  besides  the  pieces  requiring 
execution,  quite  took  her  audience  by  a  pretty  French 
chaiison  and  some  English  ballads.  Miss  Burton,  also, 
sang  one  piece  in  a  sweet  and  symp9,thetic  voice. 

The  "  OncHESTKiL  Union" — such  is  the  name  hap- 
pily chosen  by  Mr.  Zerrahn's  orchestra,  seeing  that 
it  unites  the  cream  of  the  Germania,  the  Musical  Fund, 
the  Quintette  Club,  »&c., — have  definitely  decided  to  un- 
dertake public  afternoon  cheap  Concerts  in  the  Mueic 
Halt,  similar  to  the  old  Germania  "rehearsals,"  upon 
joint  account.  The  first  will  be  on  Wednesday  the  15th 
inst.  Mozart's  **  Jupiter"  symphony  will  be  the  piece  de 
resistance. 


At  Hand. — The  Concerts,  for  sometime  announced, 
are  now  beginning  in  abundance.  To-morrow  evening, 
in  the  Music  Hall,  the  first  grand  opening  of  the  season 
will  be  made  by  the  Mendelssohn  Choral  Society, 
which  doubtless  will  be  crowded.  On  Thursday  evening, 
Mr.  Parker  gives  his  classical  Soiree,  at  Chictering'k. 
And  in  the  next  week  or  two  will  come  along  the  Or- 
chestral Union,  the  Musical  Fund,  the  Mendels- 
sohn Quintette  Club,  the  Handel  and  Haydn,  the 
first  monthly  Soiree  of  Mile.  DE  Lamotte,  and  the  Trios 
of  Messrs.  Gartner,  Haose,  and  JuNGNiCKfiL, 

We  were  surprised  a  few  days  since  by  a  visit  from 
our  townsman,  Mr.  Harrison  Millard,  who  for  three 
years  has  been  cultivating  his  fine  tenor  voice  in  Italy, 
and  of  whom  we  last  heard  as  making  a  successful  d^but 
in  opera  at  Arezzo.  It  is  his  purpose  to  settle  in  Bos- 
ton or  New  York  as  a  teacher  of  singing,  for  which 
he  is  most  excellently  qualified.  Will  not  some  of  our 
oratorio  and  other  concert  societies  avail  themselves  of 
so  cultivated  a  native  solo  singer? 

Miss  Louise  Hensler.— The  Salem  Gazette  notices 
a  concert  given  last  Wednesday  by  the  Germania  Sere- 
nade Band  at  the  opening  of  the  Lyceum,  from  which  it 
gives  US  pleasure  to  make  the  following  extract  r 

The  vocalist  was  Miss  Louise  Hensler  of  Boston,  who  made 
her  first  appearance  in  public,  and  her  complete  success  must 
have  been  as  gratifying  to  her  friends  as  it  was  to  the  large 
audience,  who  insisted  on  a  repetitibn  of  both  htr  songs.  She 
sang  the  Una  voce  from  the  '  Barber  of  Seville,'  and  the  beau- 
tiful Ave  Maria  of  Cherubini,  with  a  fullness  of  tone  and  deli- 
cacy of  execution  which  would  have  done  no  discredit  to  an 
experienced  artist.  Her  voice  is  a  soprano  of  brilliant  quality, 
perfectly  in  tune,  and  possessing  that  peculiar  tenderness  with 
out  which  the  highest  efforts  of  music  cannot  be  produced. 


^  U  S)  E  r  t  i  s  t  m  c  n  t  s . 

Mr.    J.    C.    D.    PARKER 

Haa  the  honor  of  announcing  to  his  friends  and  the  public  a 

SOIHflE  OP  CLASSICAL  MUSIC, 

At  Chickering's  Rooms,  on  THURSDAY  EVENING,  Nov.  9th. 
in  which  he  will  be  kindly  assisted  by  the  MJKNDELSSOHN 
QUINTETTB  CLUB. 

X^  Tickets  at  SI  each,  to  be  had  al;  the  music  stores  of 
Messrs.  Ditson,  Reed,  and  Richardson,  and  at  the  door. 

HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY. 

THIRTY-NIXTH  YEAR. 


THE  HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY  propose  to  give  a 
Series  of  EIGHT  CONCERTS,  during  the  approaching 
Musical  Season,  which  will  include  the  Oratorios  of  Elijah, 
The  Messiah,  Moses  in  Egypt,  Selections  from  Mt.  Sinai, 
Israel  in  Egypt,  The  Creation,  &c. 

These  Concerts  will  be  given  at  the  Music  Hall,  commencing 
with  Elijah,  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  Messiah  will  be  given 
on  Christmas  Eve. 

Tha  Solos  will  be  sustained,  in  part,  by  some  of  the  same 
tAlent,which  made  the  performances  of  the  last  winter  so  pop- 
ular, with  the  addition  of  other  voices,  now  practicing  in  the 
Society's  Solo  Class. 

Conductor. ..—...  .CARL  ZERRAHN. 

Organist  and  Pianist ..J".  B".  MULLER. 

The  Orchestra  is  composed  of  those  members  of  the  Germania 
Society  who  remain  in  Boston,  with  some  of  the  best  resident 
Musicians. 
Due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  first  performance. 
Tickets  are  now  ready  at  the  the  Music  Stores  of  Wadi, 
Ditson,  Reed,  &  Richardson,  at  Eatrs  &  Fairbanks',  136" 
Washington  street,  and  at  No  1  Joy's  Building. 

H.  L.  HA2ELT0N,  Secretary. 
Boston,  October  24, 1854. 


SPECIAL   NOTICE. 

THE  public  and  patrons  of  the  above  Society  are  hereby 
informed  that  the  Subscription  Tickets  for  the  Seventh 
Series  of  Concerts  are  now  ready  for  delivery  at  the  Society's 
Room,  No.  12  Tremont  Street,  up  stairs,  opposite  Reed  &  Co.'s 
Music  Store,  from  10  A.  M.  to  4  P.  M.  every  day, 

Oc28  LOUIS  RIMBACH,  Sec'y. 

PIANO-FORTE  CONCERTS. 

MUe.  GABRIEI-IiE  DE  liAMOTTE  begs  leave 
to  announce  that  during  the  ensuing  winter,  her  second  sea- 
son, she  will  give  a  series  of  FOUR  CONCERTS,  to  take  place 
at  the  Messr.'^  Chickering's  Saloon,  Masonic  Temple. 

MUe.  De  Lamotte  will  be  assisted  by  the  MENDELSSOHN 
QUINTETTE  CLUB,  whose  scientific  execution  has  been  long 
and  well  appreciated  in  Boston.  Vocalists  will  also  be  selected 
with  the  greatest  care, .and  no  pains  will  be  spared  to  render 
these  concerts  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  the  music  lovers  of 
Boston. 

The  concerts  will,  take  place  on  TVednesdat  Evenings,  once 
a  month. 

Subscription  lists  may  be  found  at  the  Messrs.  Chickering's, 
and  all  the  prihcipal  music  stores.  Nov  4  tf 
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THE  Government  ctf  this  Society  beg  to  announce  its  Seventh 
series  of  Concerts,  commencing  about  the  middle  of  No- 
vemter,  to  be  continued  once  a  fortnight,  as  nearly  aa  practi- 
cable. The  series  for  the  ensuing  season  will  consist  of  eight 
Concerts.  The  subscription  price  for  the  series  is  fixed  at  S3,50. 
The  Orchestra,  about  fifty  in  number,  has  been  carefully  re- 
organized, and  now  numbers  besides  the  members  of  the  Musi- 
cal Fund  Society,  many  of  the  former  members  of  the  Germania 
Musical  Society,  and  other  resident  musicians  who  have  lately 
Settled  in  Boston.  The  Government  will  endeavor  to  render 
these  Concerts  as  far  as  possible  worthy  of  the  standard  of  ex- 
cellence now  demanded,  and  expected  to  be  acted  up  to,  by 
any  Society  desirous  of  securing  and  enjoying  the  patronage  of 
the  Boston  public. 

GOVERNMENT.— C  C.  Perkins,  President ;  C.  P.  Chickering, 
Vice  President;  L  Rimbach,  Secretary;  B.  A.  Burditt,  Treas- 
urer; H.  Fries,  Librarian  ;  G.  Endres,  Auditor ;  I.  Moorhouse, 
F.  Friese,  Associates  — T.  E.  Chickering,  Geo.  T.  Bigelow,  J.  P. 
Bradlee,  S.  E.  Guild,  J.  Bigelow,  Trustees. 

[IT/^'Subscription  lists  are  now  ready,  and  may  be  found  at 
the  principal  >lusic  stores.  L.  RIMBACH,  Secretary. 

Boston,  Oct.  1854. 

CLASSICAL  TRIO  CONCERTS. 

rpSE  subscribers  propose  to  give  FOUR  MUSICAL  SOIREES 
X    in  the  Meionaon  (Tremont  Temple).     The   programmes 
will  consist  of  ClassicalTrios,  Quartets,  Solos,  &c.,  for  Piano, 
Tiolin  and  Violoncello.    Further  particulars  hereafter. 
CARL  GARTNER,  Violin. 
CARL  HAUSE,  Piano-Forte. 
Ocl4  HENRI  JUNGNICKEL,  Violonceilo. 

CARL    GARTNER. 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 

May  be  found  at  Richardson's  Musical  Exchange,  every  fore- 
Oc  14  noon  between  9  and  10. 

LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELLO. 
HENKI  JTINGNICKEL 

Wni  receive  pupils  on  the  Violoncello.    Address  Carl  Gartner 
Oc  14  as  above. 

MR.    GTJSTAV   KREBS, 

MEMBER  OF  THE  MENDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB, 

Begs  leave  to  inform  the  public  that  he  is  prepared  to  give 
instruction  on  the 
FLUTE,   VIOLIN    AND    PIANO. 
0I?=*  Applications  made  at  No.  17  Franklin  Place  vrill  receive 
prompt  attention,  Oc  14 

MR.  AUGUST  FRIES. 

Keapectfully  informs  his  friends  and  former  pupils,  that  he 
again  is  prepared  to  receive 
ADVANCED  PIANISTS  AS  PUPILS, 
to  accompany  them  with  the  Violin  in  Sonatas,  Duo  concer- 
tante,  Solos,  &c.    Applications  sent  to  17  Franklin  Place, 
will  be  promptly  attended  to.  oct  14    3m 

MISS  FANNY  FRAZER, 

Has  the  pleasure  to  inform  her  Pupils  and  Friends  that  she 
has  returned  to  the  city,  and  will  be  prepared  to  resume  in- 
struction in  SINGING  and  the  PIANO-FORTE,  on  and  after 
October  Ist.  Communications  may  be  left  with  Messrs.  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  or  at  her  residence, 
"  Pavilion,"  Tremont  Street.  Sept  16 

YOUNG  LADIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Rooms  in  connection  with  Mr.  E.  A.  Beaman's  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No.  23  Temple  Place. 

E.  R.  BliANCHARDj  Teacher. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

RESIDENCE,  24  "WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  vrish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  read  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  the  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  with  first  principles  and  pro- 
ceeding upwards,  by  regular  and  successive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  diflBcult  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  whi<;h  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Webb  &  Co  ,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  Blanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instruction  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Young  Ladies'  Vocal  Music  School,we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,       Geo.  J.  Webb,         F.  F.  Mdllee, 

Geo.  F.  Root,  B.  F.  Bakeb. 

Sept  80  tf 

SIGNOR  COR£lLLI  begs  leave  to  announce  that  he 
has  commenced  Morning  and  Afternoon  Classes  for  the  in- 
struction of  Young  Ladies  in  SOLFEGGIO,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Messrs.  Chickeeinq,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 

For  the  convenience  of  those  attending  schools,  the  afternoon 
classes  from  4  to  5. 

Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

Signor  OorelU  has  removed  to  No  47  Hancock  Street,  where 
henceforth  he  may  be  addressed  ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
at  the  Messrs.  Chickering's  Rooms.  Sept  9 


RESPECTFULLY  announce  to  their  friends  and  the  musical 
public  that  they  have  completed  their  arrangements  for 
performing  ORATORIOS  during  the  coming  season,  having 
secured  the  aid  of  the  following  talented  musicians  : — 

Mr.  J.  Q,.  "WETHEBBEE, 

The  distinguished  Vocalist,  as  a  Solo  performer,  and  as 
Instructor  and  Chorus  Master. 

H.  ECKHARDT,  Conductor. 

"W.  R.  BABCOCK,  Organist  and  Pianist. 

F.  SUCK,  Leader  of  the  Orchestra. 

An  Orchestra  of  thirty-six  members,  of  the  best  resident 
musicians,  has  been  engaged. 

The  Society  propose  to  give  single  Concerts  of  the  following 
Oratorios : — 

WIDOW  OF  NAIN,  (new)  by  LINDPAINTNER. 
THE  MESSIAH,  by  HANDEL. 
ELIJAH,  by- MENDELSSOHN. 


THE    FIRST    CONCERT 

WILL  TAKE  PLACE 

On  Sunday  Evening,  November  5th, 

AT   THE 

BOSTON    MUSIC    HALL, 

The  Programme  will  consist  of  Selections  from  the  Stabat 
Mater  of  Rossini,  the  Messiah  of  Handel,  and  the  entire 
Oratorio  of  the 

On  which  occasion  the  following  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  will 
assist  : 


Mrs.  "Went worth. 
Miss  Twichell, 
Mr.  "Wetherbee, 
Mr.  Adams, 


Miss  Bothamly, 
Mrs.  Emmons, 
Mr.  Arthurson, 
Mr.  Mozart. 


The  CHOIR  has  been  largely  augmented  since  the  pa^t 
season,  and  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Wetherbee  cannot 
fail  to  render  the  Choruses  in  a  very  superior  manner. 

[Hy^'Tickets  at  50  cents  each,  for  the  Concert  on  Nov.  5th, 
may  he  obtained  at  the  Music  Stores  of  Messrs.  Itichardson, 
Wade,  Ditson,  and  Reed,  of  S.  A-  Stetson,  350  Washington  St. 
and  Robert  Kemp,  173  Hanover  St. 

Oc28  M.  N.  BOYDEN,  Sec'y. 


CHAMBER  CONCERTS. 

HAVE  the  honor  of  announcing  to  their  friends  and  the 
public  of  Boston,  that  during  this,  their  Sixth  season, 
they  will  give  a  series  of  EIGHT  CONCERTS,  to  take  place  at 
the  Rooms  of  the  Messrs.  Chickering,  Masonic  Temple. 

Owing  to  the  limited  number  r)f  feats,  the  price  of  tickets  for 
the  Series  will  be  Five  Dollars.     Single  admissionK,  One  Dollar. 

They  will  be  assisted  by  the  best  resident  Artists,  and  no 
pains  will  be  spared  to  render  the  Series  worthy  the  patronage 
of  the  public.  The  Concerts  will,  as  usual,  take  place  on 
TUESDAY  EVENINGS,  once  a  fortnight.  The  first  will  be 
given  about  the  middle  of  November,  The  Subscription  Lists 
will  be  out  in  a  few  days.  Oct  14 

IMPROVED    MEIiODEONS. 

THE  subscriber  has  recently  received  from  Mr.  C.  Peloubet, 
manufacturer  of  Musical  Instruments,  a  consignment  of 
his  improved  MELODEONS,  which  are  offered  for  sale  These 
instruments  are  superior  in  quality  of  tone  and  freedom  of 
action  to  any  yet  offered  to  the  public,  and  the  prices  are  not 
higher  than  others  of  more  ordinary  quality. 

A  liberal  discount  from  the  retail  prices  will  be  made  to 
wholesale  purchasers.  JOSEPH  L.  BATES, 

Oc  28    6t  129  Washington  St. 

FRENCH  LANGUAGE. 

Mr.  DE  liAMOTTE,  from  Paris,  begs  leave  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion to  pupils  in  classes,  or  private  lessons,  during  the  ensuing 
winter,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  55  Hancock 
street.  0  21    3m 

MRS.  JOSEPH  HARRINGTON,  JR., 

Announces  to  her  friends  and  the  public  that  she  will  give  in- 
struction on  the  PIANO,  and  in  Italian  and  Ballad  SINGING. 
at  her  residence,  IVorfolk.  House,  Roxbury,  or  at  the 

residence  of  pupils. 

BEPERENCEB. 

Rev.  Dr.  Putnam,  Rev.  F.  D.  Huntington,  Mr.  Adolph 
Baumbach,  William  Whiting,  Esq.,  Mr.  Charles  Hickling,  Dr. 
H.  Bartlett,  Roxbury.  Oc  14  Im 

D.   B.    NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER   AND   DEALER   IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  34:4:  'Wastiiiigtou  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TONED,  f  TO  LET. 

HEWS'    PATEIVT 
AMERICANACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

TUB  MANUFACTUREU  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguislied  Musical  Profesaors.  wtio  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  8()licited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Waskington  St.,  Boston. 


Mile.  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

Has  the  honor  to  announce  that  she  is  to  commence  morning 

and  afternoon  classes  for  the 

INSTRUCTION  OF  YOUNG  LADIES  on  the  PIANO-FORTE. 

[O^Terms,  fifteen  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

These  classes  are  on  the  same  principle  as  those  established 

with  such   great  success  in   the   Conservatories  of  Germany, 

France,  and  England. 

For  clashes  or  private  lessons  apply  at  55  Hancock  street,  or 
at  Messrs.  Chickering's.  0  21  3m 

MUSICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

CURIi  ZERRAHjV,  of  the  late  Germania  Musical  So- 
'  ciety,  begs  leave  to  acquaint  his  friends  and  the  musical 
public  of  Boston,  that  he  will  in  future  devote  his  attention  to 
giving  instruction  on  the  FLUTE  and  PIANO-FORTE,  and 
hopes  to  receive  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  musical  commu- 
nity. 

Carl  Zerrahn  would  also  inform  those  amateurs  who  are 
sufficiently  advanced  in  classical  music,  that  he  has  a  number 
of  the  finest  Sonatas,  of  the  great  masters,  expressly  composed 
for  Piano  and  Flute,  which  he  will  be  pleased  to  perform  with 
those  desiring  to  perfect  themselves  in  this  class  of  beautiful 
and  instructive  music. 

Carl  Zerrahn  may  be  addressed  at  the  Winthrop  House,  or 
at  the  music  stores  of  G.  P.  Reed  &  Co.,  E.  H.  Wade,  and  N. 
Richardson.  Sept  16    8t 

ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 
TEACHER    OP    THE    PIANO-PORTE. 

Residence,    84    Plmcltiiey    Street. 


Sept  16 


tf 


OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
WiNTHEOP  HoosE.  Terms  :— S50  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  ^30  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 

F.    F.    MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  Tfo.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 

Sept  16  3m 

INSTRUCTION  IN  SINGING. 

SIGNOR  C.  CHIAIVEI  respectfully  informs  his  friends 
and  the  public  that  he  is  now  to  be  seen  at  Sig.  Papanti's, 
No.  21  Tremont  Row,  every  Monday  and  Thursday  from  12  to 
1  o'clock,  where  he  is  permitted  to^ive  lessons. 

Apj>licatjan  may  he  made  by  letter  at  No.  47  Hancock  street, 
or  at  Richardson-s  Musical  Exchange. 


INSTRUCTION  IN  ITALIAN. 

R.  LUIGI  MONTI,  Instructor  in  Italian  at  Harvard 
University,  will  give  private  lessons  in  the  city. 
Address  at  the  Winthrop  House.  Oct  7    3m 
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WILLIAM    BERGER, 
Publisher  and  Importer  of  Music, 

No.  82  West  4th  Street,  Cineinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MUSIC,   for  sale  at  Eastern  prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.     A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
0^="  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aug26 

Mr.    THOMAS    RYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  pupils  that  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  sea-son,  and  is  prepared  to  give  instruction 
on  the  PIANO,  FLUTE,  CLARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
THOROUGH  BASS.  Applications  may  be  made  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  19  Franklin  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  music  store. 
Sept  IG 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-I^'ORTE,  and  in  the  Theory  of  Mdsio. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 

Instruction  on  the  Piano-forte  and  in  Singing. 

MR.  ADOLPH  KIELBLOCK  respectfully  gives  notice  to  his 
pupils  and  the  public  that  he  has  returned  to  the  city, 
and  resumed  hie  lessons  on  the  Pianoforte  and  in  Singing,  and 
may  be  addressed  at  his  residence,  30  Ash  street,  or  at  the  Mu- 
sic Stores  of  OHver  Ditson,  115  Washington  street,  Geo.  P.  Reed 
&  Co.,  13  Tremont  street,  or  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washing- 
ton street. 
References. — Lyman  Nichols,  Esq.,  10  Joy  Street,  Boston. 
John  Bigelow,        "     42  Blossom  St.      " 
Oliver  Ditson,        ''  " 

George  P.  Reed,     "  " 

N.  Richardson,       '*  " 

Hon.  T.  D  Elliot,  New  Bedford. 
Rev.  John  Weiss,  " 

Joseph  Ricketson,  Esq.  " 
Sept  30 

gill  hiitbs  of  lob  mxh  cfaiicg  printing  nxatlg  mxii 
promptig  zucntza  at  i^m  ®f5cc. 
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DV/IGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 
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NOW     READY, 

THE   GREAT   WOSK   OF   THE   YEAE, 

MOORE'S 

COMP1.ETE  EI«CYCr,©PjEI>IA 

■ OP 

A  work  which  has  cost  the  indefatigahle  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished  celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  Thi.s  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
every  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  the  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4000   MUSICIANS  I 

Comprising  the  most  distijiguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A.  Complete  Dictionary  of  over 
5000    MUSICAL    TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIENCE    OF    MUSIC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  desci-iption  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  the  dates  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HAKMONY  and  THOROUGH  BASS,  &c.  &c. 

A.  SooR  iufendcd  to  cover  t6ac  wSiofle 
of  Jflitsacafl  l§ciencc. 

JOHN  P.    JEIVETT   &   CO, 

PUBLISHERS, 
July  29  BOSTON. 

SIGNOR  AUGUSTO  BEWDELARI,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  great 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Adgusto  Bendelari,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

REFEREKCES. 

Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G.  Ward,  Esq. 

Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq.  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

Sept  9 

MR.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing.  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Uayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

References— R.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C .  Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACHEIV  OF  THE  PIAKO  ANB  SINGIKG*. 

Residence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 

Reference^  Geo.  J.  WebBj  Esq.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

^65  Wasbiugtosk  Street,  Boston. 

Germania  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OJ  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E  TELTOW,  Age.nl. 
iil4  tf  30  Fayette  Street, 

CHICKERINa   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


"WAREKOOniS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 

Apr29  BOSTON.  tf 


NOV¥    READY: 
Third  and  Cheap  Edition  of  the 

MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PMO-FORTE, 

BIT  NjITHjUU   RICHARnSON. 

Inasmuch  as  the  demand  for  a  cheaper  edition  of  this  In- 
struction Book  has  been  so  great,  particularly  among  Teachers, 
heads  of  Seminaries,  &c.,  the  publisher  has  been  induced  to 
issue  an  edition  containing  precisely  the  same  matter,  but 
bound  in  a  plainer  style.  This  Method  is  more  complete  and 
systematic  than  any  other  published  in  this  country  or  Europe, 
and  is  now  the  cheapest.  It  is  recommended  by  all  the  first 
Teachers,  as  being  the  very  best. 

Price,  in  plain  binding SB3,00 

In  the  original  style,  full  gilt 5f4,00, 

Copies  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of  the  Unifcecl  States  on  the 
receipt  of  the  above  prices, 

PUBLISHED   AT   THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston,  by 
NATHAN  BICHARDSOIf. 

GEOEGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 

E»2:.^SL32>a"0"=:^'OEl.'3?E2S»- 

No.  3    WINTER    STREET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

WARRANTED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Sept  2  3m 


A.    W.    FRENZEL 

Will  resume  his 

On  or  before  October  1st. 

Orders  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Co. 
N.  Richardson,  or  E  H.  Wade.  Aug26 

Jolin  Btmyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE  ENTIRE  AND   INIMITABLE   ALLEGORY    OP 

THE    FXLGRIM'S    PROGRESS^ 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimoisials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  Publisher. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  adthorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

N.    D.    COTTON, 

IMPORTER  AND   DEALER  IN 

English,  French,  and  American  Stationery, 

DRAWING  &  PAINTING  MATERIALS, 

]Vo.  13  Trexnout  Row,  Boston. 

*#*    Wedding  and  "Visiting  Cards  Engraved  and  Printed. 

MEYER   &   TRETBAR, 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

Keep  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  both  Foreign  and 
American  Music  By  our  direct  and  regular  engagements 
with  the  principal  publishing  houses  in  Europe,  we  are  ena- 
bled to  supply 

MUSIC-OEAI.EK.S  WITH  FOREIGN  MUSIC, 

on  as  favorable  terms  as  any  other  house  in  the  United  States. 

tt;;!7=^  Sole  Agents  in  the  United  States  for  the  well  known 
publishing  house  of  G,  M.  MEYER,  Jr.  of  Brunswick, 
Germany,  (on  whose  publications  \Ye  grant  the  most  profitable' 
discount,)  whereof  we  particularly  mention  a  fine  collection  of 
OUVERTURES  arranged  for  the  Piano-Forte  as  Solo  and 
Duet,  the  favorite  works  of  FESCA,  LITOLFF,  WINKLER, 
&c.,  a  complete  edition  of  BEKTllOVEN'S  works  for  Piano- 
Forte,  including  all  the  TRIOS,  QUATUORo,  SINFONIES, 
&c.,  arranged  by  L.  WINKLER.  Also,  the  last  compositions 
of  LISZT,  BKUNiNER,  SPINDLER,  HENRY  CRAMER,  &c. 

Catalogues  of  G.  M.  Meyer's  publications  forwarded  gratis 
to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  if  desired,  by 

MEYER  &,  TRETBAR, 

Augl2  3m  304  Main  St.  Buffalo. 


MANDTACTURED  BY 

MASON     &     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  U3.  We  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Pinisb.. 
Our  prices  vary  from  860  to  S175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Kecommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Bk.\dbort,  George  P.  Root,  L.  H.  Southard, 
Edwin  Bruce,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

DI^The  opinions  of  the  above  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

HENRY  MASON.       1  MASOIV  &   HAMLIX, 

EMMONS  HAMLIN.  J  Cambridge  St.  (cor.  of  Charles,)  Boston,  Sis. 

Oct  28    6m  (Directly  in  frontof  the  Jail.j 

TAYLOR'S  PIANO  FORTE  FOR  BEGINNERS. 

FIRST  STEPS   TO  THE  PIANO  FORTE ;   teing  an  Ele- 
mentary   Catechism    for    Beginners.      By    GEORGE    G. 
TAYLOR,   Teacher  of  the    Piano  Forte,  Harp  and  Violin. 
Price  75  cents.     Uaual  deduction  to  the  trade.     For  sale  by 
F.  J.  HUNTINGTON,  2.3  Park  Roi,  New  York. 
WM.  D.  SULLIVAN,  Madison,  Ga. 

MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-KOOM,  No.  17  Grai's  Block,  corner  of  Wasliington 
and  Summer  Streets. 
References. 
Messrs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Ponchard,  Boston. 
Messrs.  George  Peaeodt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHEE  OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  miisic 
stores  of  Nathan  KrcHARDSON,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Kow. 

References  :— Mrs.  C.  "W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Ternon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

PEINCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  variety,  from  ©4-5  to  S150,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 

a.    p.   REED   &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sept.  2  Sole  Agents  /or  Fiince  ^  Co.^s  Melodeons. 

ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OF   THE  PIAI^O-EORTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Reed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Koxbury,  Sept  9 

H.    S.    CUTLER, 

MUSIC  ROOM  UNDER  CHURCH  OF  THE  ADVENT. 

Terms  SSO.— Address  care  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Wash- 
ington  St.  Sept  9  tf 

Gr.  J&..  sonavciT'T, 

XEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr   0.  DITSON'S,  -115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

JUST     PUBLISHED, 

By  MEYEK  &  TKETBAK,   Buffalo,  BT.  X. 

UNE  NUIT  SUR  L'OCEAN,  Nocturne,  by  A  Gockel.  33  cts. 
HELENE,  Grande  Valse  Brillante,  by  H.  A.  Wollenhaupt.  75c. 
CAPRICCIO,  by  H.  A.  WoUenhaupt.  75o.  021    3t 


R.    GARBETT, 
PROFESSOR    OF    MUSIC, 

Informs  his  friends  and  the  public,  that,  having  rerumed  from 
Europe,  he  is  prepared  to  give  instruction  on  the  Organ,  Piano 
Forte,  Violin,  Violoncello,  and  Contra-Basso  :  also  in  Compo- 
sition and  Arrangement.  Organs  and  Piano-Fortes  tuned. 
Music  arranged  and  transposed  to  order. 

[t^  Reside  nee.  No.  36  Shawmut  Avenue.  Sept  23    3m 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  BE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &  GUITAR, 

2  Seneca  St.,  corner  Harrison  Avenue. 

MR.  De  RIBAS  will  give  instruetaon  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  &c. 

J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Residence  No.  56  Kjieeland  Street. 
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IN  ADVANCE. 


ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Music,  but  with 
glances  at  Che  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  I-iterature  ; 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  Keviews  of  Coucerts, 
Oratorios,  Operas  ;  with  timely  Analyses  of  the  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  Music  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  significant  Musical  News  from  all  parts ;  gathered  from 
English,  German,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4-  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essays  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instru- 
ments, theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  ;  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
Social,  and  Religious  bearings ;  on  Music  in  the  Church,  the 
Concert-room,  the  Theatre,  the  Chamber,  and  the  Street,  &,e. 
6.  Translations  from  the  best  Oerman  and  French  writers  upon 
Music  and  Art.  7.  Occasional  Notices  of  Sculpture,  Painting, 
Architecture,  Poetry,  Esthetic  Books,  the  Drama,  &c. — 
8.  Original  and  Selected  Poems,  short  Tales,  Anecdotes,  &c. 

_tC^  Back  numbers,  from  the  commencement,  can  be  fur- 
nished.   Also  bound  copies  of  the  first  two  years. 

Postage,  if  paid  in  advance^  for  any  distance  within  the 
State,  ihirieen  cents  a  year  ;  if  not  in  advance,  twenty-six 
cents.    To  all  places  beyond  the  State,  double  these  rates. 


J.  S.  DWIGHT, EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR 

EDWARD  L.  BALCH,  PRINTER. 
Q:^  office:,    Xo,   hi   Scliool    street*    Boston. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS    RECEIVED 

At  the  OFFICE  OF  PUBLICATION. 21  School  Si. 

By    NATHAN  RICUAltDSON,282  WasJntigCon  Streel. 
"   OiSO.  P    REED  &  CO.,  13  Tremonl  How. 
"    A.  M.  I.ELAND,   Proviilenct,  K.  I. 
"    DEXTBIt  &   BltOTIIEKS,  43  Ann  Street,  N.  Y. 
"   SCHARFENBKKG  &   miS,T12  B7oa(/way,  N.  Y. 
"   GEOIKiE  DUTTON,  Jr.,  Koc/ieiter,  N.   Y. 
"   G.  ANDllK,  229  Ckestjiul  St.,  P/iilailetp/iia. 
"    MILLER  &  BEACIIAM,  181  Bnltimore  St.,  Bait. 
"    COLBURN  &  FIELD,  Cinrintmti,  O. 
"    HOLBROOK  &  LONG,  Clevelan-I ,  O. 
"   JOHN  H.  MBLLOR,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


TERMS  OF  ADVERTISING. 

First  insertion,  per  line 10  cts. 

Each  subsequent  insertion,  per  line 6  cts. 

For  one  column,  (126  lines)  fiiat  insertion *12.00 

Do  do  each  subsequent ^dQO 

Special  notices  (leaded),  each  insertion,  per  line  20  cts. 
Payments  required  in  advance  ;  for  yearly  advertiuuments, 
quarterly  In  advance. 


For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 

The  Cologne  Cathedral.   No.  II. 

Bonn,  Oct.  12,  1854. 
My  Dear  Dwight :  —  Out  of  Rome  and  Paris 
I  do  not  believe  anything  more  striking  to  an 
American  can  be  found  than  the  interior  of  the 
Cologne  Cathedral  upon  a  Sunday  or  Church 
festival,  a  few  minutes  before  the  beginning  of 
High  Mass.  Though  no  longer  novel  to  me,  I 
■was  perhaps  never  more  impressed  than  last 
Sunday.  I  dare  not  estimate  the  number  of  the 
multitude  already  assembled  as  I  and  my  com- 
panion entered.  A  few  devotees  knelt  bejfore 
shrines  of  saints,  and  a  pair  of  beadles,  brilliant 


in  scarlet  and  gilding,  were  strutting  about  keep- 
ing order;  but  the  great  mass  were  listlessly 
waiting,  talking  with  each  olher,  or  walking  about 
admiring  the  pictures  in  the  windows,  the  fine 
marble  figures  of  archbishops  and  knights,  lying 
each  in  his  separate  chapel,  the  altar-pieces  and 
the  shrines  of  saintly  relics.  The  buzz  of  count- 
less tongues,  the  shuffle  of  unnumbered  feet,  all 
the  mingled  sounds  and  noises  of  a  multitude 
rose  and  swelled  through  the  vast  space  like  the 
winds  in  the  forest  or  the  roar  of  many  waters, 
and  above  all,  clearly  and  distinctly,  the  chant  of 
a  body  of  priests  with  responses  from  a  choir  of 
boys — the  strong,  firm,  manly  tones,  "  of  the 
earth  earthj',"  of  the  one,  finely  contrasted  with 
the  clear  angel-like  voices  of  the  other — resound- 
ed from  the  stalls  of  oak,  which  stand  on  either 
side,  within  the  choir,  and  penetrated  to  the  most 
distant  corner. 

The  influence  of  my  Puritan  education,  in  a 
country,  too,  where  no  one  decent  specimen  of 
Gothic  Art  e.\ists — unless  we  count  the  bald,  cold 
style  of  the  late  Elizabethan  era  as  affording 
such — is  still  so  strong  upon  me,  that  the  strong 
excitement  of  feeling  produced  by  the  marvelous 
art  of  the  architect  is,  on  such  an  occasion  as  the 
present  was,  unpleasantly  dashed  by  the  empty 
ceremonials  of  the  priests,  and  the  proofs,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  of  the  childish  superstition  of  the 
people.  Until  the  great  bell  rang  for  High  Mass, 
we  walked  about  from  chapel  to  chapel.  Here  is 
a  large  wax  doll,  and  all  about  it  hang  offerings — 
sixpenny  tinsel  ornaments  purchased  at  the  toy- 
shops— imitations  in  wax  of  some  diseased  limb 
or  distorted  feature,  put  to  rights  again  by  the 
influence  of  the  doll  aforesaid,  and  so  forth. 
There  lies  cut  in  stone,  with  his  hands  meekly 
folded,  a  high  dignitary  of  His  church,  who  was 
lowly  in  heart  and  the  Prince  of  Peace — an 
archbishop,  who  is  remembered  as  a  man  of  war 
and  a  leader  of  armies ;  in  another  chapel  lies 
one,  whose  sarcophagus  is  surrounded  with  min- 
iature battlements,  because  he  enclosed  the  city 
in  huge  walls ;  and  here  in  this  central  chapel, 
across  the  aisle,  immediately  behind  the  grand 
altar,  is  the  shrine  —  enclosed  in  stout  oak, 
strengthened  with  enormous  bands  and  bolts  and 
bars  and  locks  of  iron — of  the  Three  Kings  of 
Cologne.  Within  the  shrine,  bearing  each  its 
crown  blazing  with  real  or  fictitious  jewels — a 
world  of  wealth,  if  real — you  see  three  old,  time- 
blackened  skulls,  and  are  gravely  assured  that  the 
original   owners  of  these   decaying   bones   were 


kings,  who  came  from  the  East  in  the  days  of — 
and  in  spite  of — Herod,  to  worship  at  the  manger 
in  Bethlehem.  A  fig  for  the  skulls,  but  look 
down :  beneath  that  flagstone  lies  the  dusl  of  the 
heart  of  Mary  di  Medicis ! 

But  the  great  bells  are  ringing.  The  priests 
are  preparing  to  go  in  procession  from  shrine  to 
shrine.  The  singers  are  collecting  in  the  gallery 
yonder  in  front  of  the  organ.  We  will  take  our 
places  by  this  iron  grating  which  extends  from 
pillar  to  pillar,  and  divides  the  space  around  the 
altar  from  the  aisle.  From  this  point  we  shall 
command  a  direct  view  of  the  singing  choir  and 
see  nothing  of  the  mummery  at  the  altar.  But 
here  comes  the  beadle — Paul  Fleming's  Turkey- 
cock —  heading  the  procession.  The  priests, 
chanting  a  psalm  in  monotonous  tones,  march 
slowly  along,  dressed  in  gorgeous  robes,  one  wav- 
ing a  burning  censer,  another  sprinkling  holy 
water,  and  others  still  bearing  the  elements  of 
the  sacrament.  They  all  look  well  fed  and  fat — 
which  is  pleasant  to  see;  it  shows  they  have 
reason  to  dwell  gladly  in  the  house  of  the  Lord — 
and  as  they  pass  the  shrine  of  the  three  skulls 
—their  Golgotha — they  all  do  obeisance :  one 
raises  his  cap,  turns  towards  the  shrine  and  bows 
low  and  reverently ;  another  half  turns  and 
scarcely  moves  his  cap ;  and  a  third  gives  them  a 
nod  amazingly  expressive  of  that  "  familiarity," 
which  "  breeds  contempt." 

The  priests  have  returned  to  their  places ;  those 
who  are  to  officiate  at  the  altar  have  entered,  the 
bells  cease,  the  roar  is  hushed,  the  service  begins : 
Kyrie  Eleison  streams  forth  from  the  gallery  yon- 
der; I  am  sobered  in  an  instant;  a  feeling  of  so- 
lemnity and  almost  of  awe,  subdues  me,  and  tears 
gush  into  my  eyes.  All  the  thoughts  and  feelings 
which  a  few  minutes  before  were  aroused  by  so 
much  that  seemed  ludicrous  or  disgusting,  are 
banished ;  and  I  stand  there  a  living  monument 
of  the  power  which  the  Church,  by  its  patronage 
of  Art,  High  Art,  has  acquired  over  the  fancy, 
nay,  over  the  deepest  springs  of  emotion.  I  look 
up,  the  very  sense  aches  with  the  fullness  of 
beauty ;  I  listen,  yonder  choir  is  pleading  for 
God's  pity,  and  I  must  plead  with  them.  Now 
bursts  forth  the  Gloria  in  Excelsis.  How  grandly 
this  accords  with  the  sublime  conception  of  that 
architect,  in  whose  ascription  of. praise,  wrought 
in  enduring  stone,  we  stand.  The  Mass  per- 
formed here  with  a  full  orchestra,  and  a  choir  of 
perhaps  forty  singers,  is  said  to  be  the  best  in 
Europe.    I  cannot  judge ;  it  was  good  enough. 
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The  composer  of  the  Mass  I  did  not  learn  ;  it  had 
some  familiar  passages,  and  may  be  one  of 
Haydn's  or  Mozart's,  though  on  the  whole  I  judge 
not.  It  was  beautiful  and  effective  as  a  compo- 
sition, and  rendered  doubly  so  by  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  pei'formed.  For  some  time  past  it 
has  been  my  fate  to  hear  no  sopranos  but  those 
third  rate  singers,  who  endeavor  to  conceal  their 
incapacity  to  utter  a  full,  clear  tone,  by  a  con- 
stant tremolo,  like  a  whistle  with  a  pea  in  it. 
This"as  an  ornament,  or  rather  as  expressive  of 
d^ep  emotion,  is  at  times  very  effective ;  con- 
stantly heard  however  it  becomes  unbearable. 
In  the  present  Mass  there  were  two  soprano  solos. 
Who  the  singer  was  I  do  not  know.  She  was  the 
second  upon  the  conductor's  right,  and  I  seem 
now  to  see  her  as  she  stood  there  bonnetless,  her 
dark  hair  simply  parted  upon  her  forehead,  and 
her  calm  pale  face  lighted  as  with  a  gentle  inspi- 
ration. The  clear — not  shrill — tones  of  a  most 
delicious  yet  powerful  voice,  seemed  uttered  en- 
tirely without  effort,  and  swelled  with  the  most 
perfect  of  all  crescendos,  in  a  smooth,  even  stream, 
until  the  entire  choir  was  filled  with  the  melody. 
She  was  such  a  singer  as  Hoffmann  loved  so  to 
describe.  Her  song  owed  its  power  to  its  sim- 
plicity. There  was  something  truly  majestic  in 
the  manner  in  which  the  long  drawn  notes  were 
uttered,  free  from  all  the  tricks  of  the  school ;  and 
when  a  shake  or  a  turn  was  introduced  it  was 
done  as  if  she  could  only  thus  give  utterance  to 
the  religious  emotion  with  which  she  was  filled. 
What  unbounded  power  has  such  a  voice,  so 
used!  God  bless  her! 

It  is  in  these  great  Cathedrals  that  one  learns 
to  enjoy  and  love  the  Gothic  grandeur  of  the 
fugue,  in  which  part  after  part  takes  up  the 
theme,  and  voices  and  instruments,  all  by  degrees 
swell  into  full  chorus,  and  the  tide  of  sound 
seems  to  roll  away  in  great  waves,  which  pursue 
each  other  down  the  long  aisles  and  are  lost  in 
the  distance. 

And  so  for  an  hour  we  listened,  and  though 
the  silence  was  by  no  means  perfect,  many 
strangers  walking  about  and  idly  gazing  at  the 
various  works  of  Art,  and  many  devout]  persons 
coming  in  and  going  out,  still  a  marked  solemnity 
pervaded  the  multitude.  Hut,  Dona  nobis  pacem, 
the  priests  retire,  the  singers  disperse,  and  the 
Dom  is  again  filled  by  that  subdued  and  myste- 
rious roar. 

This  is  one  picture — if  I  have  succeeded  at 
all  in  painting — and  "  the  pride,  pomp  and  cir- 
cumstance "  of  the  Sunday  morning  service  is 
truly  something  not  to  be  missed ;  and  yet  when 
I  think  of  the  Cathedral,  memory  rather  recalls 
the  impression  made  by  a  visit  under  very  differ- 
ent circumstances.  It  is  five  years  this  very 
month  since  I  passed  through  Cologne  on  my  way 
East.  It  was  a  lovely,  warm  afternoon,  and  hav- 
ing a  few  hours  to  spare,  I  went  up  to  the  Cathe- 
dral to  pay  it  a  parting  visit.  I  had  walked 
round  and  round  it  again,  had  smiled  once  more 
at  my  favorite  among  "  those  gurgogles,  those 
wild  faces,  those  images  of  beasts  and  men  carved 
upon  the  spouts  and  gutters,"  through  which  flows 
out  the  gathered  rain,  a  hideous  rim  of  stone, 
grinning  horribly  at  a  huge  ape  upon  the  oppo- 
site corner,  and  in  fact  had  gone  once  more 
through  the  list  of  things  to  be  seen. 

It  was  still  early  and  I  went  and  sat  down  upon 
one  of  the  few  seats  which  at  that  time  were  pro- 
vided for  worshippers,  with  a  singular  feeling  of 


regret  and  sorrow  at  the  thought  that  I  might 
never  more  be  there.  It  takes  a  great  many  peo- 
ple to  remove  the  idea  of  quiet  and  solitude  from 
this  great  space,  and  though  groups  of  strangers 
were  wandering  about,  they  did  not  seem  to  dis- 
turb the  silence.  Yonder  by  the  doors  a  few  old, 
decrepit  women  lingered,  begging  of  the  passers- 
by.  Near  me  sat  an  old  man  with  his  eyes  fixed 
upon  an  image  of  the  Virgin  and  whispering  pray- 
ers. Occasionally  a  workman  passed,  and  once 
or  twice  I  saw  a  man  pass  along  the  temporary 
gallery  suspended  away  up  under  the  roof.  The 
sound  of  tools  upon  the  outside  hardly  penetrated 
into  the  interior.  The  very  spirit  of  quietness 
was  there. 

It  is  not  often  that  I  have  actually  had  in  such 
places  those  feelings  which  we  all  anticipate,  should 
we  ever  visit  scenes  of  which  we  have  read  and 
dreamed  all  our  lives.  There  is  too  much  of  to- 
day mingled  with  all  about  us.  So  here,  the  men 
and  women  strolling  about,  the  noise  of  closing 
doors,  the  sound  of  workmen,  and  shufiiing  of 
feet,  belonged  to  now,  and  though  they  made  of 
themselves  no  lasting  impression,  still  they  to  some 
e.xtent  hindered  the  current  of  thought  and  feel- 
ing which  belonged  to  the  place.  But  as  the 
things  of  the  hour  find  no  place  in  our  anticipa- 
tions, so  they  fade  away  from  memory,  and  we 
look  back  with  the  same  feelings  with  which  we 
had  looked  forward.  Thus  it  may  be  that  I  was  not 
so  completely  under  the  power  of  the  spirit  of  the 
place,  as  I  had  anticipated,  or  as  I  think  I  remem- 
ber to  have  been,  but  at  all  events  I  spent  an 
hour  there  such  as  I  had  long  dreamed  of  and  in 
which  I  was  not  disappointed.  I  wonder  if  Eu- 
ropeans, living  always  among  monuments  of  the 
past,  can  have  the  feelings  with  which  we,  Ameri- 
cans, visit  such  places  as  this  ?  My  thoughts  were 
carried  back  involuntarily  into  the  past,  away 
back  three  centuries  beyond  the  days  of  our  pil- 
grim fathers,  far  beyond  the  era  of  Columbus,  to 
that  generation  which  planned  this  noble  edifice 
but  left  its  completion  to  its  far,  far-off'  descend- 
ants. This  part  of  the  work  had  long  lain  deso- 
late and  generations  of  devout  Catholics  had 
mourned  over  this  waste  place,  as  the  sous  of  Ja- 
cob once  wept  over  the  ruins  of  their  holy  city. 
But  the  noble  choir  yonder  had  stood  all  these 
long  centuries,  perfect  in  its  exquisite  beauty,  the 
resort  of  the  devout,  and  never  in  all  these  ai^es 
— save  for  a  short  period  during  the  French  rule, 
almost  in  our  own  day — has  a  Sabbath  passed, 
during  which  within  its  walls  the  priest  has  not 
chaunted  the  service,  the  incense  risen  before  the 
altar,  the  wine  and  wafer  been  elevated  in  the 
presence  of  the  kneeling  multitude,  wind  and 
storm  singing  their  anthem  without,  or  the  sun- 
beams streaming  through  the  lofty  windows  and 
as  it  were  dissolving  and  falling  in  faint  rainbow 
hues  upon  altar  and  shrine,  on  statue  and  tomb 
and  priest  and  people  below  !  How  many  emper- 
ors and  kings  in  all  the  regal  pomp  of  past  ages, 
what  lines  of  brass  and  steel-clad  knights,  what 
trains  of  high-born  dames  and  noble  virgins  have 
stood  or  knelt  yonder,  adding  all  the  splendor  of 
their  feudal  array  to  the  imposing  ceremonies  of 
the  Romish  ritual,  while  the  huge  and  delicious 
toned  bells,  which  still  hang  in  the  great  unfinished 
tower  sent  their  deep-voiced  harmonies  down  far 
and  wide,  over  and  through  the  gray  old  town  ! 

More  than  five  hundred  years  have  passed 
away  since  that  choir  was  consecrated.  During 
this   long  lapse  of  years,   who   can  number   the 


trains  of  toil-worn  and  travel-stained  pilgrims 
who  have  come  up,  as  they  come  up  to-day,  to 
worship,  and  do  homage  to  the  supposed  relies  of 
holy  men  here  preserved  ;  or  form  a  conception  of 
the  multitudes  who  have  come  to  do  homage  rather 
to  the  genius  of  him  who  planned  all  yet  left  his 
name  unknown  ?  Wherever  the  old  German  race 
has  taken  root,  thence  have  come  pilgrims  of  both 
classes  ;  and  here  was  I,  a  remote  descendent  of 
the  old  stock,  from  a  far-off  land  still  unknown 
when  this  structure  had  already  begun  to  be  ven- 
erable, treading  in  their  footsteps,  with  no  great 
reverence  indeed  for  the  bones  and  other  relics, 
but  doing  homage  with  the  best  to  the  glorious 
work  of  Art.  There  was,  and  still  is,  something 
in  the  stern,  simple,  unornamented  grandeur  of 
this  unfinished  part  of  the  cathedral,  peculiarly 
pleasant  to  me  in  contrast  to  the  magnificence  of 
the  choir.  The  effect  seems  more  appropriate  to 
the  character  of  the  ancient  race,  with  whom  this 
style  of  architecture  had  its  origin  and  came  to 
perfection — more  evidently  the  product  of  that 
bold,  manly  spirit  in  Art,  which  disdains  gaud  and 
tinsel,  which  in  this  edifice  reached  its  culmina- 
ting point  in  architecture,  as  in  painting  it  did  in 
the  works  of  Reubens,  and  in  music  in  the  crea- 
tions of  Beethoven. 

However,  I  do  not  envy  Europe  the  possession 
of  her  cathedrals  so  long  as  we  remain  free  from 
her  history — and  if  the  ignorance  and  supersti- 
tion of  the  masses  be  necessary  for  such  an  intel- 
lectual development  of  the  few,  as  will  give  such 
Art,  God  grant  that  we  still  continue  to  worship 
in  our  Yankee  meeting  houses  1 

A  greater  contrast  can  hardly  be  imagined  than 
high  mass  in  this  cathedral,  and  divine  worship  as 
conducted  by  a  poor  Protestant  missionary  in  the 
wild  woods  of  our  great  West,  in  the  presence  of 
a  little  band  of  whites  and  Indians.  I  have  been 
present  at  both,  and  at  such  an  interval  of  time 
as  enabled  me  to  feel  fully  the  force  of  the  con- 
trast, and  though  so  wrought  upon  for  the  time 
being  by  music  of  the  mass,  still  the  final  impres- 
sion left  is  that — "  The  Most  High  dwelleth  not 
in  temples  made  with  hands,"  but  rather  is  in  the 
midst,  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together 
in  His  name.  A.  W.  T. 

(From  Stendhal's  Life  of  Kossioi.) 

The  Impresario  and  his  Theatre. 

[Concluded  from  last  week.] 

We  have  left  Rossini  having  his  opera  rehears- 
ed on  a  bad  piano  in  the  ridotio  of  some  small  the- 
atre, in  a  town  of  the  third  class,  such,  for  instance, 
as  Pavia  or  Issola.  Though  the  little  room  may  be 
the  sanctuary  of  musical  genius  and  a  modest  en- 
thusiasm for  art,  devoid  of  the  least  idea  of  hrag- 
gadocio,  the  greatest  pretension  and  the  most  gro- 
tesque disputes  of  the  most  incredible  and  nol/ 
egotism  surround  the  wretched  piano,  which  some- 
times perishes  and  is  broken  by  dint  of  hard  blows, 
the  persons  engaged  ending  by  throwing  the  pie- 
ces at  each  other's  heads.  I  would  advise  every 
person  travelling  through  Italy,  if  he  has  any  feel- 
ing for  art,  to  convince  himself  by  personal  ex- 
perience of  a  scene  of  this  description.  The  pri- 
vate proceedings  of  the  operatic  company  furnish 
matter  for  the  conversation  of  the  whole  city, 
which  looks  for  pleasure  or  ennui,  during  the 
most  brilliant  months  of  the  year,  to  the  success  or 
fiiilure  of  the  new  opera.  A  small  town,  in  this 
state  of  intoxication,  forgets  the  existence  of  the 
rest  of  the  world ;  it  is  during  this  period  of  in- 
certitude that  the  impresario  plays  an  admirable 
part  as  far  as  his  amour  propre  is  concerned,  and 
is  literally  the  first  man  of  the  place.  I  have 
known  miserly  bankers  who  did  not  regret  pur- 
chasing this   flattering   character  with  the  loss  of 
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fifteen  hundred  louis  d'or.  The  poet  Sografi  has 
written  a  charming  one-act  piece  on  the  adven- 
tures and  pretensions  of  an  operatic  company.  It 
contains  the  part  of  a  German  tenor,  who  does  not 
understand  a  word  of  Italian,  and  which  is  enough 
to  make  you  die  witli  laughter.  It  is  worthy  of 
Regnai-d  or  Shakspeare;  the  truth  is  so  outree, 
and  Italian  singers,  into.-cicated  as  they  are  by  the 
accents  of  passionate  music  and  disputing  about 
the  various  interests  of  their  respective  reputa- 
tions, are  so  ludicrous,  that  the  great  task  for  the 
poet  was  to  diminish,  to  weaken,  by  at  least  three- 
thirds,  and  reduce  within  the  limits  of  probability, 
truth  and  nature,  instead  of  caricaturing  them. 
The  truest  truth  would  have  resembled  a  carica- 
ture devoid  of  all  probability. 

Marchesi  (a  famous  soprano  at  Milan)  would 
never  sing,  during  the  latter  years  of  his  theatri- 
cal career,  unless,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
opera,  he  entered  on  horseback  or  was  perceived 
on  the  top  of  a  hill  J  under  all  circumstances,  the 
plume  of  white  feathers  floating  above  his  helmet 
was  always,  at  least,  six  feet  long. 

Even  at  the  present  day,  Crivelli  refuses  to  sing 
his  first  air,  if  he  does  not  find  in  it  the  words 
felice  ognora,  on  which  he  has  a  facility  of  ma- 
king roulades. 

But  to  return  to  the  Italian  town,  which  we  have 
left  in  the  state  of  anxiety,  and,  we  may  say,  agi- 
tation, preceding  the  day  of  the  first  representa- 
tion of  its  opera. 

The  decisive  evening  at  length  arrives.  The 
maestro  takes  his  place  at  the  piano ;  the  house  is 
as  full  as  possible.  All  the  people  come  from  a 
distance  of  twenty  miles  round.  The  curious  am- 
ateurs encamp  their  carriages  in  the  middle  of  the 
streets :  the  inns  are  all  crammed  the  evening 
before,  and  the  insolence  of  the  pei'sons  connected 
with  them  is  something  uncommon.  All  business 
has  ceased.  At  the  time  fi.xed  for  the  representa- 
tion, the  town  resembles  a  desert.  All  the  pas- 
sions, all  the  doubts,  and  all  the  Hfe  of  an  entire 
population  are  centred  in  the  theatre. 

The  overture  begins ;  you  might  hear  a  fly  buzz. 
It  finishes,  and  a  most  terrible  uproar  breaks  out. 
The  overture  is  either  extolled  to  the  clouds,  or 
hooted  and  hissed  without  pity.  You  do  not  see, 
as  at  Paris,  an  assemblage  of  individuals,  each 
with  his  peculiar  species  of  vanity  interrogating 
that  of  his  neighbor,  but  a  number  of  demoniacs, 
endeavoring  by  shouts,  stamping,  and  knocking 
their  sticks  against  the  back  of  their  seats,  to  en- 
sure the  triumph  of  their  mode  of  thinking,  and, 
above  all,  wishing  to  prove  it  the  only  right  one, 
for  there  is  no  one  in  the  whole  world  so  intoler- 
ant as  your  sensitive  man.  Immediately  you  meet, 
in  the  mutters  of  Art,  with  a  moderate  and  rea- 
sonable man,  speak  to  him  quickly  about  political 
economy  and  history  ;  he  may  be  a  distinguished 
magistrate,  a  good  surgeon,  a  good  husband,  an 
excellent  academician,  or,  in  fact,  anything  you 
like,  except  a  man  formed  to  appreciate  music 
and  painting. 

After  the  most  profound  silence,  the  frightful 
uproar  recommences  with  each  air  of  the  new 
opera ;  the  roaring  of  a  tempest-tost  sea  would 
convey  but  an  inexact  idea  of  it. 

You  hear  the  singer  and  the  composer  judged 
separately.  People  vociferate  :  Braco,  Daoide  ; 
bravo,  FUaruni ;  or  the  whole  theatre  re-echoes 
with  liravo,  manslro  !  Rossini  rises  from  his  place 
at  the  piano,  his  handsome  face  assuming  an  exr 
pressiou  of  gravity,  an  unusual  thing  with  him. 
He  bows  three  times,  is  overwhelmed  with  ap- 
plause, and  deafened  with  strange  cries.  The  au- 
dience halloo  out  whole  sentences  of  praise. — 
They  then  proceed  to  the  next  murceau. 

Rossini  appears  at  the  piano  for  the  first  three 
representations  of  bis  new  opera,  after  which  he 
receives  his  seventy  sequins  (£32,)  attends  a 
grand  farewell  dinner  given  him  by  his  new 
friends,  that  is  to  say,  by  the  entire  town,  and 
takes  his  departure  in  a  vetlura  with  a  portman- 
teau, much  fuller  of  music  paper  than  clothes,  to 
play  the  same  part  at  a  neighboring  town,  forty 
miles  oil'.  Generally  he  writes  to  his  mother  after 
the  first  representation,  and  transmits,  for  her  and 
his  old  father,  two-thirds  of  the  sum  he  has  re- 
ceived. He  sets  out  with  eight  or  ten  sequins 
only,  but  the  gayest  of  men,  and,  on  the  road,  if 


fate  is  kind  enough  to  throw  a  fool  in  his  way, 
never  fails  to  mystify  him.  On  one  occasion,  as 
he  was  proceeding  in  a  vp.Hura  from  Ancona  to 
Reggio,  he  represented  himself  as  a  music-master, 
who  was  a  mortal  enemy  of  Rossini,  and  passed 
on  his  journey  making  people  sing  execrable  mu- 
sic, which  he  composed  at  an  instant's  notice,  on 
the  well-known  words  of  his  most  celebrated  airs, 
at  the  same  time  ridiculing  the  said  music  as  that 
of  the  pretended  chefs-d'oeuvre  of  the  animal  call- 
ed Rossini,  whom  people  of  bad  taste  were  stupid 
enough  to  extol  to  the  clouds.  There  is  no  fatui- 
ty on  his  part  in  thus  leading  the  conversation  to 
music.  In  Italy  it  is  the  most  general  subject  of 
discourse,  and  after  an  observation  on  Napoleon, 
that  to  which  people  always  revert. 


Miss  Louisa  Pyne. 

This  charming  young  vocalist,  who  exhibited  a 
taste  for  music  at  a  very  early  age,  actually  sang 
at  a  public  coucert  before  Queen  Victoria  ere  she 
was  ten  years  old.  She  had  been  only  five  years 
before  the  world  as  a  dramatic  singer — appearing 
at  Boulogne,  in  1849,  as  Aminain  "  Sonnambula." 
The  report  of  her  success  reached  Mr.  Maddox, 
then  manager  of  the  Princess'  theatre,  in  London, 
and  much  in  want  of  a  prima  donna.  He  imme- 
diately made  a  very  great  ofTer  to  the  lady,  which 
on  account  of  her  youth,  she  desired  to  decline. 
But  the  manager  prevailed,  and  Miss  Pyne  made 
a  hit  at  once,  which  raised  the  drooping  fortunes 
of  the  theatre.  She  subsequently  pei'formed  at 
the  Hay  market,  (where,  in  "  A  Queen  for  a  Day," 
and  other  pieces,  she  drew  good  houses  duing  the 
Exhibition  of  1851,)  and  also  at  Drury  Lane.  In 
the  private  concerts  of  'Queen  Victoria  and  the 
nobility.  Miss  Pyne  has  always  been  a  great  fa- 
vorite, and  the  Queen  has  particularly  distinguish- 
ed her,  fancying  there  is  a  strong  personal  resem- 
blance between  them.  It  is  quite  true  that  there 
really  is  such  a  likeness — as  far  as  three-and  twenty 
ean  be  compared  with  six-and-thirty,  the  young 
lady  with  the  middle-aged  sovereign.  It  is  not 
treasonable  to  say  that  Miss  Pyne  is  a  handsome 
likeness  of  the  Queen.  Two  months  ago,  when 
the  King  of  Portugal  was  in  England,  the  Queen 
gave  a  concert  at  Buckingham  Palace,  and  Miss 
Pyne,  who  was  three  hundred  miles  distant,  (at 
York,)  was  telegraphed  to  attend,  which  she  did, 
and  her  Majesty  introducing  her  to  the  youthful 
King,  said — "  Is  she  not  very  pretty  ?  Do  you  see 
how  much  she  resembles  me  ? "  The  resem- 
blance is  more  perceptible  in  "  The  Crown  Dia- 
monds "  and  "  A  Queen  for  a  day,"  (where  Miss 
Pyne  wears  a  tiara,  and  has  her  hair  arranged  in 
Victoria  bands,)  than  in  other  parts.  She  is  her- 
self a  royal  personage,  to  some  ectent,  being  an 
English  Queen  of  Song. — Eve.  Gazette. 


Extraordinary  Collection  op  American 
Music.  Three  Hundred  Volumes  Copy-Right- 
ed, Lettered  and  Bound — The  Production  of 
American  Composers  in  Thh-ty-Flve  Years — 
Progress  of  Musical  Study  in  the  United  States. 

The  most  extraordinary  collection  of  music,  we 
suppose,  ever  beheld  in  this  country,  or  perhaps  in 
any  other,  it  is  to  be  seen  in  the  copyright  bureau 
of  the  Department  of  State.  This  collection  is 
made  up  of  a  single  specimen  of  each  musical  com- 
position which  has  been  issued  in  the  United 
States  for  the  past  third  of  a  century,  for  which  a 
copyright  has  been  secured — it  being  required  by 
law  that  a  single  copy  of  each  work  thus  copy- 
righted shall  be  deposited  in  the  Department  of 
State. 

The  immense  mass  of  music  which  has  thus 
accumulated  has  recently  been  arranged  and  neat- 
ly and  substantially  bound.  The  result  is  beheld 
in  one  hundred  and  twenty  thick  volumes — sixty 
volumes  of  songs  and  sixty  volumes  of  instrument- 
al music — each  volume  containing  at  least  three 
times  the  quantity  of  music  usually  comprehended 
in  volumes  of  the  kind,  averaging  some  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pages  in  each  volume,  or  thirty 
thousand  pages  in  the  whole ;  averaging,  also  more 
than  sixty  pieces  in  each  volume,  or  nearly  one 
thousand  in  all ;  and  thus  making  an  aggregate  of 


more  than  three  hundred  volumes  of  vocal  and  in- 
strumental music,  of  the  size  usually  seen  on  piano- 
fortes. 

This  immense  collection,  purporting  to  embrace 
all  the  copyright  music  published  in  the  United 
States,  in  sheets,  for  the  period  of  the  thirty-five 
years  last  past,  and  actually  embracing,  no  doubt, 
a  very  large  proportion  thereof,  if  not  actually 
every  piece,  affords  material  for  interesting  reflec- 
tions of  a  niition.il  character,  as  touching  this  de- 
partment of  industr}'  and  the  fine  arts,  and  the 
genius  in  musical  composition  and  artistical  and 
mechanical  execution  therein  evinced.  The  grad- 
ual increase  in  the  annual  quantity  issued  is  also 
worthy  of  remark.  The  songs  from  1819  to  1844 
are  all  comprised  in  a  single  volume,  while  those 
received  in  1853  require  seven  volumes  of  nearly 
the  same  size.  One  volume  comprises  also  all  the 
songs  for  the  four  years  from  1834  to  1838,  both 
included;  while  in  1840,  in  1841  and  1846,  two 
volumes  were  required;  in  1843,  1844  and  1845, 
three;  in  1847,  1848,  1849  and  1851,  five;  and  in 
1850  and  1852,  si.x.  In  1842  only  one  volume  of 
songs  appears,  and  during  the  current  year  the 
number  will  probably  reach  eight. 

Similar  fluctuations  in  the  publication  of  music 
are  noticeable  in  that  of  an  instrumental  character 
the  first  of  the  si.xty  volumes  beginning  with  1835. 
Nor  is  the  the  style  and  finish  in  the  artistical  ex- 
ecution of  the  music  less  observable  than  the  in- 
crease in  the  amount  annually  issued.  The 
"  Ballads  of  Phillips,"  published  by  "  Geib  &  Co., 
53  Maiden  lane,  New  York,"  or  "  Carr's  Chants 
and  Canzonetts,"  "printed  for  the  author,  and 
sold  at  T.  Carr's  music  store,  No.  132  South  Sec- 
ond street,  Philadelphia,"  thirty  odd  years  ago, 
would  hardly  know  themselves,  we  trow,  in  the 
elegant  garb  which  now  characterizes  the  publi- 
cations of  at  least  a  dozen  publishei'S  of  music  in 
New  Y^ork,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  Boston, 
and  even  in  Cincinnati,  Louisville  and  St.  Louis. 
Washington  Globe,  Nov.  Srd. 


From  Choiiey's  "  Modera  German  Music." 

Dr.  Spohr's  Music— A  Criticism. 

The  secrets  of  the  temporary  charm  exercised 
over  most  lovers  of  German  art  by  Dr.  Spohr's 
compositions,  and  of  the  no  less  general  sequel,  a 
gradual  disenchantment  with  respect  to  them,  are 
not  difficult  to  unriddle,  if  we  consider  the  strange 
union  of  polished  richness  of  manner  and  mea- 
greness  of  idea  which  the  bulk  of  his  music  pre- 
sents ;  and  if  we  recollect,  that  whereas  manner 
fascinates  admiration,  it  is  the  union  of  imagina- 
tion and  thought — it  is  matter,  in  short — that  re- 
tains respect.  On  making  acqaintance  with  a 
new  author  and  a  new  style,  few  listeners  can 
coolly  determine  in  what  proportion  the  above 
superficial  and  internal,  merits  are  combined. 
For  a  while,  chords  and  closes  which  they  have 
not  heard  before — an  attractive  distribution  of  in- 
struments— a  full  sonority,  the  monotonous  elabo- 
ration of  which  has  not  yet  been  found  out,  can 
seduce  the  ear  into  forgetting  that  the  subjects 
wrought  upon  are  neither  new  nor  true  ones — or 
into  fancying  that  it  may  have  unluckily  begun 
with  some  of  the  less  vigorous  and  felicitous  com- 
positions of  a  master  who  can  think  more  origin- 
ally than  he  has  done  in  the  example  under  con- 
sideration. Beyond  this,  an  independent  charm 
and  merit  exist  iu  certain  devices  analogous  to 
the  mixtures  of  the  painter's  palette — a  certain 
individuality  and  genius  even, — ^which,  within 
their  own  limit,  and  irrespectively  of  all  other 
considerations,  demand  recognition.  Color  has 
"  a  soul  to  be  saved,"  as  well  as  form,  as  well  is 
idea.  But  were  men  to  recognize  Donienichini 
merely  by  his  deep  golden  yellow,  or  Wouver- 
manns  solely  because  of  his  white  horse,  and  if 
men  became  convinced  that  the  one  had  only 
second-hand  expression,  and  the  other  only 
threadbare  and  theatrical  romance  to  exhibit, 
however  effectively  the  yellow  and  the  white 
might  set  oft'  borrowed  fancies  or  assemblages  of 
objects  not  worth  the  painting — in  the  hundredth 
as  well  as  in  the  tenth  work — the  time  would 
come  (for  most  of  them)  at  which  such  applica- 
tions of  gold  or  silver,  in  place  of  being  regarded 
as  inventions,   would  be  rejected^  as   tricks   by 
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■which  taste  was  outraged  and  appetite  satiated. 
Some  such  conviction  is  apt  to  steal  into,  and 
ultimately  to  possess  the  minds  of  those  who 
commenced  their  intercourse  with  Dr.  Spohr's 
music  the  most  enthusiastically.  One  section  of 
his  numerous  compositions  excepted — the  rest, 
on  short  experience,  may  be  instantaneously 
recognized  by  their  strong  family  likeness  one 
to  the  other,  and  will  be  far  longer  remembered 
by  their  manner  than  by  their  matter.  When  this 
manner  has  been  once  mastered,  the  decline  and 
fall  of  admiration  is  merely  a  question  of  time. 
Some  men  can  worship  a  set  smile  longer  than 
others,  but  all  end  sooner  or  later  in  worshipping 
it  less  than  they  did  when  it  began  to  smile  on 
them. 

There  is  more,  however,  than  "  set  smile"  in 
Dr.  Spohr's  music.  It  has  its  times  and  places 
of  vitality  and  individual  intelligence,  as  well  as 
that  general  air  of  swooning,  over-luxurious,  ela- 
borate grace,  which  conceals  its  poverty  in  signifi- 
cance and  variety,  so  well,  and  so  long,  with  some 
even  forever.  The  excepted  section  of  Dr. 
Spohr's  compositions  referred  to — all  that  he  has 
produced  for  the  violin  as  a  solo  instrument,  per- 
manently establishes  him  among  the  great  Ger- 
man composers,  and  claims  high  and  grateful 
honor. 

Before  Dr.  Spohr  came,  the  great  violinists 
who  had  given  to  Europe  law  and  gospel,  canons 
of  playing,  and  music  to  play,  had  been  mostly 
Italians  and  Frenchmen — Corelli,  Geminiani, 
Giardini,  Rode,  Viotti,  and  others.  Following 
the  law  of  Italian  composition,  in  proportion  as 
Opera  had  become  more  and  more  seductively 
developed,  their  writings,  however  melodiously 
charming,  had  become  thinner  and  thinner — as 
regards  scientific  merit,  lingering  behind  a  time 
in  which  Symphony,  Overture,  Quartet,  and 
Sonata,  were  rapidly  monopolizing  all  that 
deep  contrapuntal  science  which  had  of  old 
belonged  exclusively  to  sacred  vocal  composi- 
tion,— and  essentially  ephemeral,  because  they 
were  merely  calculated  to  exhibit  the  effects 
and  graces,  not  so  much  of  the  instrument, 
as  of  particular  players  on  that  instrument. — 
With  this,  the  style  of  execution  changed,  and 
the  love  for  a  particular  form  of  melody  was 
allowed  so  largely  to  predominate,  that,  provided 
large  cantilenas  were  alternated  with  showy  in- 
dividualities of  passage,  the  public  asked  for  little 
beyond.  Opposed  to  such  flimsy  pieces  of  bril- 
liancy, where  every  grace  and  freak,  moreover, 
was  noted,  so  as  to  spare  the  executant  any 
labor  of  invention,  such  more  solid  yet  simpler 
concertos  as  Mozart's,  in  which  the  player  was 
expected  to  work  out,  embroider,  and  finish  the 
composer's  sketch,  had  no  chance.  The  former 
required  e.xecution — the  latter,  genius  under  in- 
stant command.  On  the  other  hand,  such  strict 
concerto  writing  as  Beethoven's,  who  made  the 
solo  player  merely  one  of  an  orchestra — tying 
him  and  taming  him,  and  only  setting  him 
free  to  show  his  power  when  the  cadenza  arriv- 
ed— could  not  be  rated  as  wholly  filling  the  end 
proposed.  Self-effacement  is  of  itself  meritorious 
and  dignified ;  but  when  we  repair  to  witness 
display,  self-effacement  is  not  the  merit  nor  the 
dignity  that  we  desire  to  meet.  We  then  want 
power,  mastery,  resource,  individuality  exhibited  ; 
and  if  they  be  exhibited  so  as  to  conciliate  sound 
principles,  noble  forms,  and  skillful  structure 
in  Art — if  they  be  put  forth  in  embellishment 
of  great  and  true  thoughts — the  exhibition  is  a 
high  intellectual  pleasure,  as  such  raised  far 
above  the  triumphs  which  belong  to  pieces  ex- 
citing more  superficial  wonderment. 

This  combination  has  been  felicitously  and 
thoroughly  effected  by  Dr.  Spohr,  in  his  solo 
violin  music.  I  speak  here  not  merely  of  his 
Concertos,  but  also  of  his  solo  quartets,  still 
more  of.his  duets  for  two  instruments;  in  which 
the  compromise  betwixt  what  is  classical  and 
severe,  and  what  is  exciting  and  gracious,  could 
hardly  be  carried  to  higher  perfection.  Curi- 
ously enough,  in  these  exhibitional  works,  his 
thoughts  and  phrases  have  a  nerve,  a  bright- 
ness, and  a  contrast,  which  seem  to  fail  the 
master,  when  composition,  for  composition's  sake 
(and  without  reference  to  display,)  has  been  the 


task  in  hand.  He  is  here  less  tedious  in  struc- 
tural writing — warmed,  as  it  were,  by  the  neces- 
sity of  producing  an  immediate  effect  on  his 
audience,  out  of  the  languors,  delays,  pedan- 
tries, which  oppress  us  in  almost  all  his  other 
works.  The  intense  personal  self-occupation, 
which,  when  he  approaches  Music  as  a  thinker,  so 
often  seduces  him  into  weariness,  is  a  safeguard  to 
him  when  he  creates  as  a  player.  Even  his 
double  quartets  are  not  guiltless  of  dreary  and 
over-wrought  passages,  stale  thoughts,  barren 
spaces.  They  cannot  be  laid  up  with  the  best 
writings  of  Haydn,  Mozart,  Beethoven,  (not,  for 
courtesy's  sake,  to  speak  of  more  modern  wri- 
ters.) But  his  Concertos  and  Duos  are  of  their 
kind,  first  of  the  first ;  and  that  their  produc- 
tion, performance,  and  practice,  has  been  a 
blessed  thing  for  the  great  and  noble  school  of 
violin-players  in  Germany,  is  a  fact  no  more  to 
be  denied  than  that  Mozart  helped  opera  a  step 
forward,  and  Beethoven  the  orchestra,  and  Cle- 
menti  the  piano-forte. 

I  have  sometimes  speculated  how  far  the  cir- 
cumstance of  solo  exhibition  on  the  violin  being 
the  centre  from  which  Dr.  Spohr's  creative  force 
has  radiated,  may  or  may  not  have  influenced 
him,  when  trying  the  larger  and  more  general 
range  of  musical  invention.  A  late  ingenious 
German  writer  has  spent  some  ingenuity  in  de- 
nouncing the  piano-forte  as  a  starting  point — for- 
getting that,  on  its  keyboard,  the  full  score  can 
be  somehow  represented ;  and  that,  though  all 
players  are  apt  when  writing  to  be  seduced  into 
the  pettinesses  of  finger-music,  all  the  least  me- 
ritricious,  and  grandest,  and  most  original  com- 
posers of  modern  times — Mozart,  Weber,  Beet- 
hoven, Mendelssohn,  Meyerbeer  —  have  been 
great  players.  But  we  have  no  such  list  of  in- 
stances for  the  violin.  So  far  as  I  can  recollect. 
Dr.  Spohr  is  the  only  concerto  performer  on  a 
stringed  instrnment  who  has  attempted  to  win 
great  general  reputation  as  a  composer  ;  and  thus, 
comparison  being  denied  to  us,  it  is  impossible 
to  ascertain  how  far  his  imagination  may  have 
been  thereby  trammelled,  without  his  own  con- 
nivance. But  few  will  deny  that  it  is  in  this 
special  style  of  composition  that  Dr.  Spohr 
rises  highest :  the  limits  of  his  power  being  indi- 
cated ia  the  fact,  that  his  chamber-music — in 
which  the  piano-forte,  not  the  violin,  is  principal 
— is  a  failure  (the  well-known  Quintet  with 
wind  instruments  making  the  exception.)  — 
Another  special  merit  of  interest  and  value  is  in- 
disputably his  property.  In  orchestral  combi- 
nation. Dr.  Spohr's  gift  of  color  has  great  at- 
tractiveness. He  produces  a  certain  richness 
of  sound,  by  an  even  balance  betwixt  the  wind 
and  stringed  instruments,  which  is  delightful 
and  satisfying — satiating  only  because  it  is  not 
accompanied  by  any  variety,  or  by  any  reserve. 
The  treasures  of  the  cornucopia  are  showered 
upon  us  by  him  in  perpetual  fullness — no  single 
tint  or  flavor  being  allowed  to  preponderate, 
or,  by  being  produced  in  pure  and  solitary 
brightness,  to  enhance  the  splendor  of  the  full 
harmony  which  follows  it.  Hence  the  over- 
tures and  symphonies  of  Dr.  Spohr  rank  with 
me  as  second  in  merit  to  his  double  quartets. 
Concertos,  and  less  ambitious  compositions  for  the 
violin.  The  rhythm  of  his  Overture  to  "  Jes- 
sonda"  caused  it  to  stand  out  from  among  its 
brethren.  His  Symphony  in  D  minor  is  pleas- 
ing, because  it  is  naturally  expressive — sweet 
without  sickliness,  and  solid  without  stupidity. 
The  allegro  and  the  march,  again,  in  his  "  Power 
of  Sound"  Symphony,  are  among  their  composer's 
happiest  inspirations — as  such,  printing  them- 
selves deeply  and  distinctly  in  the  memory  of 
the  most  fastidious.  But  whereas,  in  composi- 
tions on  so  vast  a  scale,  mere  treatment  will  not 
suffice  to  interest — and  there  must  be  a  vigor  of 
idea,  and  vivacity  of  contrast — and  whereas  the 
first  thoughts  of  Dr.  Spohr  are  apt  to  be 
threadbare,  insipid,  and  uninteresting  —  it  is 
curious  to  observe  the  expedient  to  which  he  has 
resorted,  during  his  career,  to  hide  this  primal 
poverty.  In  place  of  addicting  himself  to  a  wise 
and  scrutinizing  study  of  melody — such  as  we 
have  reason  to  think  was  never  out  of  Haydn's 
view,  whence    Haydn's  extraordinary  fecundity 


and  progress — it  would  seem  as  if  the  excellent 
Kapellmeister  of  Casselhai  fancied  that  ambitious 
and  mystical  subjects  necessarily  implied  pic- 
turesque and  various  thoughts — and,  confound- 
ing objects  with  means  of  illustration,  had  con- 
ceived that  such  titles  as  "  Human  Destiny," 
"  The  Sounds  of  Life,"  "  the  Seasons  of  the 
Year,"  &c.,  would  stand  him  in  stead,  and  de- 
ceive the  public  as  well  as  the  master,  into  for- 
getting that  each  new  experiment  was  essentially 
more  poor,  more  barren,  more  cloying  than 
its  predecessor.  It  would  be  interesting  to  e.x- 
amine  how  far  habits  of  life  and  occupation, 
modes  of  thought,  and  expansion  or  reserve  of 
artistic  sympathies,  have  tended  to  conduce  to 
this  indifference  to  first  ideas  —  by  bringing 
about  a  frame  of  complacent  and  mechanical  in- 
dustry, to  which  every  theme  that  presents  itself 
is  equally  valuable  and  new  ;  but  such  examina- 
tion must  be  left  for  musical  biographers  to 
come.  It  IS  enough  to  state  the  result,  and 
to  bring  forward  the  want  of  freshness  and 
monotony  of  the  composer,  as  a  reason  why, 
after  a  time,  all  but  a  small  circle  of  admirers, 
become  wearied  of  his  music,  —  and  wherefore 
his  influence  upon  the  world  of  German  com- 
posers have  been  little,  or  none,  and  with  the 
many  have  already  died  out. 

We  shall  see  this  more  clearly,  if,  turning 
from  his  instrumental  compositions,  we  think, 
for  one  instant  of  Dr.  Spohr's  operas.  Strictly 
speaking,  his  writings  cannot  be  called  unme- 
lodious;  since  music  more  symmetrical  than  his 
has  never  been  written.  The  most  graceful  Ital- 
iaii  garden,  where 

"  Grove  nods  to  grove  —  each  alley  has  its  brother," 

is  not  arranged  with  a  more  perpetual  reference 
to  reflexion,  parallel,  reply,  repetition,  than  the 
largest  or  the  least  piece  of  handiwork  put  forth 
by  this  arithmetically-orderly  composer.  Fur- 
ther, Dr.  Spohr's  vocal  ideas  and  phrases  have, 
for  the  most  part,  a  certain  suavity  and  flow, 
belonging  to  the  good  school  of  graceful  canta- 
hile,  eminently  commendable,  when  not  indispu- 
tably charming.  But  it  is  difficult,  nay,  I  may  say, 
at  once  impossible,  to  cite  any  motivo  from  his 
pen,  which,  by  its  artless  vivacity,  seizes  and  re- 
tains the  ear ;  and  there  are  few  of  his  melodies 
that  do  not  recall  better  tunes,  by  better  men. 
Perhaps,  no  one  but  himself  has  written  three 
operas  that  keep  the  stage — which  "  Faust,"  "  Ze- 
mire  und  Azor,"  and  "  Jessonda,"  may  be  said  to 
do — without  having  added  a  solitary  bar  to  the 
stores  of  his  country's  popular  music.  It  is  im- 
possible to  mistake  his  manner  of  treating  or  com- 
bining his  materials;  but  the  leading  phrases  of 
his  finest  airs,  such  as  the  great  songs  of  Cuni- 
gonda,  Faust,  and  Mephistopheles,  in  "  Faust," — 
the  romance  in  "  Zemire  und  Azor," — and  the 
opening  of  the  pleasing  duet  bet^vixt  Amazili  and 
Nodori,  in  "  Jessonda," — have  not  a  trace  of  such 
individuality  as  that  by  which  we  recognize  a 
tune  by  Haydn,  Handel,  Mozart,  Rossini,  Auber, 
or,  even,  in  his  happiest  moments,  by  Bellini. 
They  are  elegant,  and  sweet ;  but  without  char- 
acter, and  without  personality.  Local  color  (as 
the  word  is  understood)  there  is  none  in  his  operas 
• — save  an  attempt  at  abruptness,  perhaps,  in  some 
of  the  music  given  to  Mephistopheles,  and  a  cer- 
tain voluptuous  oriental  languor  in  the  funeral 
music  which  opens  the  story  of  the  widow  of  Ma- 
labar. Yet  Dr.  Spohr  seems,  from  the  first,  to 
have  rather  courted  than  avoided  subjects  calling 
for  the  most  brilliant  and  various  coloring;  to 
have  sought  for  his  effects  in  costu7ne  and  scenery 
(so  to  say)  rather  than  in  passion.  A  national 
instinct  towards  the  mystic  and  supernatural, 
drove  him  to  select  "  Faust"  as  a  subject,  long  ere 
Weber  wrote  "  Der  Freischiitz."  Yet  compare 
the  Brocken  music  of  Dr.  Spohr's  opera,  which 
might  be  a  dance  of  Swiss  milkmaids,  with  We- 
ber's supernatural  scenes  in  the  "  Wolfs  Glen," 
and  the  weakness  and  want  of  significance  in  the 
former,  are  enough  to  lead  the  uninitiated  to  ima- 
gine that  the  labor  must  have  been  one  of  com- 
pulsion, not  love.  The  intention  to  be  fantastic 
and  fearful  may  have  been  there  ;  but  the  result  is 
little  better  than  a  harmless  and  quaint  bergerie. 
{Conclusion  nest  week.) 
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The  Law  of  Newspapers. 

1.  Subscribers  who  do  not  give  express  notice  to  the 
'contrary  are  considered  aa  wishing  to  continue  their  sub- 
scription. 

2.  If  subscribers  order  the  discontinuance  of  their  pa- 
pers, the  publisher  may  continue  to  send  them  until  all 
arrearages  are  paid. 

3.  If  subscribers  neglect  or  refuse  to  take  their  papers 
from  tlie  office  to  which  they  are  directed,  they  are  lield 
responsible  till  they  have  settled  the  bill  and  ordered  the 
paper  discontinued. 

4.  If  subscribers  remove  to  other  places  without  in- 
forming the  publisher,  and  the  paper  is  sent  to  the  former 
direction,  they  are  held  responsible. 

5.  The  Courts  have  decided  that  refusing  to  take  a  pa- 
per from  the  office,  or  removing  and  leaving  it  uncalled 
for,  is  prima  Jade  evidence  of  intentional  fraud. 

Subscribers  will  therefore  understand — 

1.  That  their  papers  will  be  continued  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  time  for  which  they  have  paid  unless  other- 
wise ordered. 

2.  That  no  paper  will  be  discontinued  until  all  arrear- 
ages are  paid  up  to  the  time  at  which  the  notice  is  given, 
unless  we  are  satisfied  that  the  subscriber  is  worthless. 

3.  That  when  the  paper,  through  the  fault  of  a  sub- 
scriber, has  been  suffered  to  overrun  the  time,  the  just 
and  most  convenient  way  is  to  remit  the  price  for  ano- 
ther year  wiih  directions  to  discontinue  at  the  end  of  that 
time. — Exchange. 


Mendelssohn  Choral  Society. 

The  first  Oratorio  Concert  of  the  season,  at 
the  Boston  Music  Hall,  last  Sunday  evening,  was 
in  the  main  highly  successful ;  the  guests  many 
and  the  fare  appetizing,  if  not  in  all  respects 
the  most  nourishing.  The  first  and  miscellaneous 
half  of  the  programme  suffered  somewhat  from 
accidental  causes.  The  room  was  filled  with 
smoke  to  a  degree  that  made  hearers  and  per- 
formers nervous,  and  dulled  (we  doubt  not)  the 
sound  of  the  music ;  since  in  the  second  part, 
when  the  air  was  clear,  the  music  also  sounded 
clear.  Who  can  doubt  that  states  of  air  in  a  hall 
influence  sound  as  much  as  the  construction  of 
the  hall  itself?  The  same  cause  aggravated  a 
severe  told  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Emmons,  totally 
defeating  her  attempt  to  sing  the  second  in  the 
Quis  est  homo  with  her  sister,  Miss  Bothamlt. 
The  orchestra,  of  thirty-six  instruments,  was  well 
drilled  and  strong — too  strong  sometimes,  consid- 
ering that  the  modern  compositions  given  required 
so  large  a  complement  of  brass  to  the  here  neces- 
sarily limited  proportion  of  strings.  Moreover 
the  -vfooi  instruments  were  ill  attuned  to  one  an- 
other; witness  that  warbling  passage  where  flutes, 
clarinets,  &c.,  run  together  during  the  silence  of 
the  rest  of  the  orchestra  for  some  bars  in  the 
overture.  It  was  Mercadante's  overture  to  Ros- 
sini's Slabat  Mater,  which  furnished  most  of  the 
selections  of  the  first  part  of  the  concert;  an 
overture  mainly  patched  together  out  of  move- 
ments from  the  Slahat  itself,  but  exhibiting  some 
skilful  instrumentation  and  some  good  fugal  treat- 
ment. 

After  the  overture  followed  the  Cujus  animam, 
by  Mr.  Arthukson,  whose  pure,  sweet,  flexible 
tenor,  and  refined,  expressive  style  are  always 
welcome,  although  he  seemed  not  on  this  occasion 
to  be  in  possession  of  his  best  strength  of  voice ; 
at  least  he  contended  at  odds  against  so  strong  an 
orchestra,  and  (shall  we  add)  against  the  smoky 
atmosphere.  The  Quis  est  homo  was  admirable, 
so  far  as  the  first  voice  was  concerned.  Mr. 
Wetherbee  delivered  the  Pro  peccatis  in  a 
style  refreshing  to  the  cultivated  taste.  His 
voice  is  rather  a  light  baritone,  without  ponderous 


tass  notes,  but  singularly  musical,  vibrant  and 
elastic  in  its  quality,  especially  in  its  higher  tones, 
and  trained  into  willing  and  easy  obedience  to 
artistic  methods,  so  that  he  happily  illustrates  the 
opposite  of  that  clumsy,  heavy,  coarse  kind  of 
bass  solo-singing,  which  has  got  associated  from 
time  immemorial  with  oratorios  in  this  country. 
(By  the  way,  was  not  the  time,  both  in  the  Pro 
peccatis  and  the  Cujus  held  back  to  a  degree 
slightly  uncomfortable — or  was  it  the  smoke,  ob- 
fusticating  our  time-sense  ?)  Mr.  Wetherbee 
also  sets  his  deep-voiced  countrymen  a  model  in 
the  art  they  all  particularly  lack,  the  art  of  reci- 
tative. His  recital  of  Handel's  Behold,  I  tell 
you  a  mystery,  was  musical,  distinct,  impressive. 
And  the  air  following :  The  trumpet  shall  sound, 
Sec,  lacked  only  a  little  more  of  the  ringing  and 
explosive  strength  of  voice,  which  we  hear  in 
many  Italians.  But  that  is  a  quality  more  cheap 
and  common,  and  more  easily  dispensed  with 
than  the  rarer  qualities  of  style  and  chaste,  true 
expression,  which  Mr.  Wetherbee  decidedly  pos- 
sesses. Mr.  Heinicke's  trumpet  obligato  here 
was  excellent  in  the  main,  although  his  strength 
gave  out  at  the  end  of  one  or  two  trying  and  pro- 
tracted passages. 

"  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth"  is  on  too 
large  and  grand  a  scale  of  song  for  Mrs.  Went- 
worth's  quality  of  voice,  and  demands  those 
lofty  e'lans  of  genius  and  inspiration  which  you 
find  not  in  her  uniformly  moderate,  correct,  neat 
way  of  singing.  Yet  it  was  a  well  studied,  chaste 
and  finished  reading  of  the  noble  melody.  We 
must  go  back  two  steps  to  the  grand  aria  with 
chorus :  Injlammatus  est,  from  the  Stabat  Mater, 
which  was  a  complete  triumph  for  the  beautiful, 
rich,  round,  resonant  and  evenly  developed  so- 
prano of  Miss  BoTHAMLY.  It  was  fully  equal  to 
the  highest  passages,  true  in  intonation,  and  con- 
veyed the  eloquent  suggestions  of  the  music  with 
a  satisfying  power,  without  any  overdoing,  which 
was  highly  creditable  to  so  young  a  singer.  Her 
tones  told  clear  above  the  full  power  of  the 
orchestra.  The  intermediate  responses  of  the 
chorus  were  finely  given. 

Part  second.  The  smoke  had  cleared  away, 
and  Xiindpaintner's  short  Oratorio,  or  Sacred  Can- 
tata :  "  The  Widow  of  Nain  "  ("  Young  Man 
of  Nain, "  it  is  called  in  the  German,)  was 
clearly  and  fully  heard,  as  it  was  happily  render- 
ed. The  music,  for  the  most  part,  is  not  very 
difficult,  nor  does  it  ever  rise  to  greatness,  or  dis- 
close a  vein  of  marked  originality.  Yet  it  is  mu- 
sician-like, clear,  effective,  and  abounding  in 
interesting  numbers  of  contrasted  character.  The 
choruses  are  mostly  bright  and  animated,  sonor- 
ous and  ear-filling,  being  well-written  for  the 
voices;  full  of  those  harmonies  and  effects  which 
are  common  to  much  of  the  modern  music,  and 
endings  that  remind  one  of  Rossini  and  the  stage. 
Yet  there  are  some  satisfying  fugue  movements, 
that  claim  relationship  with  the  grand  masters. 
The  instrumentation  through  the  whole  is  rich  and 
imposing,  only  at  times  too  tempting  to  the  loud 
brass,  as  is  the  wont  of  modern  music,  when  it 
lacks  the  tempering  instinct  of  genius  as  infalli- 
ble as  Mendelssohn's.  This  indulgence  in  fortis- 
simo occurred  some  times  in  singular  contrast  with 
the  words  sung  :  witness  a  stupendous  crash  upon 
the  line :  Peaceful  bed  in  silent  chambers,  in  the 
chorus  of  mourners  bearing  the  widow's  son  to 
grave.  But  the  words  throughout  (at  least  the 
English  version  used)  are  so  obscure  when  they 


are  not  awkwardly  prosaic,  that  it  is  perhaps  not 
well  to  expect  too  close  a  correspondence  between 
text  and  music.  We  may  add,  moreover,  that  this 
whole  funeral  scene,  including  a  march,  recitative, 
chorus,  alto  aria,  and  chorus  again  repeated, — all 
monotonously  mournful,  and  constructed  on  the 
same  theme,  with  no  sense  of  progress,  impressed 
us  as  tediously  long.  The  recitative  and  aria  : 
Weep  on,  mother,  were  well  rendered  in  a  large 
and  fresh  contralto  voice  by  Miss  TwiCHEtL  ; 
but  the  aria  in  itself  is  not  far  removed  from  that 
common-place  sentimentality,  which  is  only  too 
popular,  and  its  melody  repeats  itself  after  the 
interest  is  exhausted.  The  sameness  of  the  whole 
scene  was  somewhat  relieved  by  rendering  a  por- 
tion of  the  chorus  as  semi-chorus.  Grief  and 
mourning  are  naturally  monotonous,  and  time 
passes  slowly  at  a  funeral.  But  Art  should  not 
represent  this  property  too  literally.  Handel's 
"  Messiah  "  is  properly  a  "  Passion  music  ;"  the 
sufferings  of  the  Christ  constitute  the  heart  and 
nucleus  of  the  whole  oratorio,  yet  in  actual  length 
their  recital  occupies  hardly  a  fifth  part  of  the 
oratorio ;  and  that  fifth  part  how  full  of  event,  of 
variety,  of  progress,  of  ever  new  matter  and  sug- 
gestion !  But  Lindpaintner  here  stretches  (not 
developes)  a  single  mournful  motive  over  a  larger 
portion  of  his  work.  A  grea(  tone-poet  can  sug- 
gest long  histories  in  a  short  passage.  Lapse  of 
time,  &c.  does  not  require  length  of  treatment. 

With  this  exception  we  find  the  whole  Cantata 
interesting,  for  once,  and  we  dare  say  for  several 
times.  Other  solos  are  that  for  Soprano :  Weep 
not  now,  beautifully  sung  by  Miss  Bothami^y, 
and  in  itself  a  beautiful  consoling  song,  both  in 
melody  and  accompaniment,  though  continually 
suggestive  in  its  turns  and  phrases  of  Haydn's 
With  verdure  clad.  And  again  still  more  were 
we  reminded  of  "  the  Creation  "  by  the  duet  be- 
tween Miss  BoTHAMLY  and  Mr.  Arthurson  : 
0,  pleasure  entrancing !  which  has  the  same  frisky 
sort  of  ecstacy  with  a  part  of  the  duet  between 
Adam  and  Eve.  The  miracle  of  the  resurrec- 
tion is  dramatically,  briefly  and  impressively  con- 
veyed in  two  sentences  of  recitative,  one  for  the 
bass  (Mr.  Wetherbee),  reciting  the  cause :  He 
touched  the  bier  ....  Young  7nan,  arise  !  exci- 
ting wonder  and  expectation  ;  the  other  for  so- 
prano (Miss  BoTHAMLY,)  answering  it  with  sil- 
very tones  (as  if  a  man  could  relate  the  first,  but 
it  required  an  angel  to  tell  what  followed,)  reciting 
the  effect :  And  he  that  was  dead  sat  up,  &c. 
This  introduces  the  air  :  Weep  not,  above  alluded 
to.  Mr.  Wetherbee'8  rendering  of  that  reci- 
tative, and  of  the  aria  somewhat  later:  Young 
man,  arise  !  was  admirable. 

Another  agreeable  feature  in  the  "  Widow  of 
Nain "  was  formed  by  two  vocal  Quartets,  just 
after  the  opening  and  before  the  final  chorus, 
beautiful  specimens  of  clear  and  flowing  part- 
writing,  without  however  any  marked  individual- 
ity, and  sung  with  fine  balance  and  expression  by 
four  fresh  and  telling  voices.  Miss  Bothamly, 
Miss  Twichell,  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Mozart. 
The  Organ,  under  the  hands  of  Mr.  Babcock, 
helped  essentially  to  fill  up  the  harmony  in  the 
grand  choruses,  especially  the  fugues;  and  alto- 
gether it  must  be  set  down  as  a  successful  per- 
formance of  a  new  work,  which  will  be  pretty 
sure  to  interest  an  audience  at  least  once  more. 
It  will  be  repeated  to-morrow  night,  with  a  less 
hacknied  miscellany  for  the  first  part.  For  in- 
stance, an  overture  by  Gluck  ! 
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Mr.  J.  C  D.  Parker's  Soiree. 

Oar  young  townsman  was  honored  by  a  very 
large  and  appreciative  audience  in  the  Messrs. 
Chickering's  Saloon,  on  Thursday  evening.  It 
was  well  understood  that  concert-giving,  public 
virtuoso-ship,  was  not  to  his  taste  and  not  his 
purpose.  His  musical  aspirations  are  of  the  more 
retired  and  quiet  cast,  yet  none  the  less  deep  and 
earnest.  Having  spent  over  three  years  in  Leip- 
zig, under  the  training  of  Moscheles  and  the  best 
German  masters,  not  of  the  piano  merely,  but  in 
all  the  branches  of  a  sound  musician's  culture,  he 
lias  sought  to  bring  home  a  solid  title  to  the  char- 
acter of  musician  (in  the  artistic  sense  of  the 
word)  and  teacher  in  his  native  city.  And  sim- 
ply to  prove  that  be  had  earned  that  title,  v/as 
the  object  of  the  little  feast  of  choice  music  which 
he  offered  to  his  friends  that  evening.  We 
are  sure  no  one  will  say  that  object  was  not  satis- 
factorily accomplished. 

The  entertainment  was  opened  by  tire  Men- 
delssohn Quintette  Club,  with  one  of  the 
most  sparkling,  quaint,  delicately  fanciful  of 
Haydn's  Quartets  (in  B  flat.  No.  6  7,)  which  was 
very  nicely  rendered.  For  his  first  piece  the 
young  debutant,  whose  modest,  artist-like  appear- 
ance forestalled  favor,  had  selected  a  brilliant,  dif- 
ficult and  long  Sonata  for  piano  and  violoncello, 
by  Moscbeles,  (E  major,  op.  121.)  We  could  not 
find  the  composition  so  interesting  as  we  had  anti- 
cipated. It  was  a  series  of  graceful,  brilliant  move- 
ments, characteristic,  in  the  sense  of  aiming  at 
characteristic  models,  like  the  Scherzo  in  dance 
style  (baltulile,^  and  the  Andantino  in  Bohemian 
style  ;  yet  without  marked  originality,  and  not  free 
from  modern  affectation.  Musician-like,  of  course, 
as  anything  from  Moscheles  must  be,  but  like  many 
new  books,  written  with  fluency  and  brightness 
and  smacking  of  rich  culture,  which  yet  make  no 
addition  to  your  intellectual  store.  So  at  least  it 
seemed  upon  a  first  hearing,  and  we  should  fear 
it  might  prove  only  more  so  on  a  second.  Mr. 
Parker  in  tliis  showed  a  fluent,  eas}',  graceful  ex- 
ecution, with  much  fineness  in  the  nuances,  gen- 
erally neat  and  clear  (allowing  for  nervousness,) 
but  with  less  of  that  straight-forward  evenness 
which  we  had  expected  from  his  seemingly  quiet 
temperament  and  manner.  Indeed  in  all  his  play- 
ing there  was  a  good  deal  of  the  tempo  ruhato,  of 
that  moody  coquetting  with  the  time,  which  is  said 
to  be  characteristic  of  Moscheles'  own  playmg  of 
late  years.  In  the  Sonata  Pathetique  we  felt  this 
more  particularly,  where,  with  plenty  of  execu- 
tion and  felicitous  mastery  in  all  the  little  orna- 
mental accessories,  the  general  movement  was  un- 
steady and  capricious,  especially  the  answering 
passage  between  treble  and  bass  in  the  first  Alle- 
gro. The  Beethoven  fire,  solidity,  nervous  ac- 
cent, and  downrightness  seemed  to  us  wanting. 
Yet  the  Sonata  was  evidently  played  with  fervor 
and  a  real  love  of  the  composition,  gracefully, 
elegantly,  and  if  in  all  respects  not  answering  to 
one's  previous  conception  of  the  intention  of  the^ 
music,  yet  in  a  manner  evidently  well  studied  and 
by  no  means  guilty  of  the  flippancy  so  common  with 
those  gifted  with  extra  power  of  mechanical  ex- 
ecution, who  in  assuming  to  interpret  Beethoven, 
only  interpret  their  own  marvellous  skill  and  van- 
ity. 

For  smaller  pieces  Mr.  Parker  gave  an  Etude 
of  his  own,  somewhat  capricious  and  fiintastic  in 
its  character^  but  with  a  certain  moody  grace  of 
its  own,  which  we  found  not  uninteresting ;  and 


three  of  Mendelssohn's  "  Songs  without  Words  " : 
viz.,  the  "  Duet,"  the  Volkslied  (people's  song) 
and  that  often  called  the  "  Spring  Song."  After 
such  hearings  of  the,  first  and  last  as  we  have 
heretofore  been  blessed  withal,  it  is  much  to  say 
that  these  favorites  suffered  much  less  in  the  new 
rendering  than  we  could  reasonably  have  ex- 
pected even  at  the  hands  of  famous  artists. 

We  have  too  sincere  a  respect  for  onr  young 
friend's  artistic  aspiration  to  dismiss  this  his  first 
public  effort  with  unqualified  cheap  praise.  And 
yet  wo  have  found  it  an  awkward  and  we  fear  un- 
successful task  to  state  the  qualifications  that  we 
felt.  Fully  stated  they  would  doubtless  lead  into 
discussion  and  comparison  of  differing  ideas  and 
principles  of  Art,  such  as  his  playing  justly  chal- 
lenges. For  this  we  need  room  and  time  ;  and  if 
we  have  dwelt  upon  the  negative  side  of  Thurs- 
day evening's  impressions,  it  is  not  because  we 
found  not  positive  matter  enough  for  admiration. 
Indeed  we  think  our  townsman  has  more  than  met 
the  expectations  of  his  friends  and  shown  fruits 
worthy  of  his  pilgrimage  to  Leipzig,  and  ability 
and  culture  in  the  art  of  music  and  the  handling 
of  his  instrument,  such  as  must  ensure  him  a  high 
rank  among  our  teachers  and  professors. 

The  balance  of  the  programme  consisted  of 
Beethoven's  Andante  in  F,  (op.  35,)  commonly 
known  as  a  piano  piece,  but  cleverly  arranged  as 
Quintet  by  Mr.  Ryan,  aud  played  very  accept- 
ably by  the  Quintette  Club.  \ye  must  not  omit 
to  mention  also  Mr.  Whlf  Fries's  tasteful  ac- 
companiment to  the  Moscheles  Sonata. 


The  Piaso  tadgm  in  CtAS-SES — From  the 
Cuurrier  dts  Etats  Viiis  of  the  1st  inst.  we  translate 
the  ioUowing  : 

"  I'lANo:  JIusiQUE  D'  ENSEMBLE. — Under  this  title, 
M.  Oscar  Coinettaiit  opens  this  week  a  musical  course  of 
an  entirely  novel  character  and  promising  the  finest 
results. 

"  The  object  of  such  courses  is  to  form  the  ear  of  pu- 
pils by  developing  in  them  the  qualities  essential  to  a 
good  musician  :  to-wit,  the  sense  of  rhythm,  measure, 
and  precision  in  the  various  parts  wliich  constitute  a  mu- 
sical ensemble, 

"  Pianists,  more  than  any  other  musicians,  are  liable  to 
fall  into  a  defect  the  opposite  of  these  qiuilities.  Therea,- 
son  lies  entirely  in  the  happy  mechanism  of  the  instru- 
ment, whicli  admits  of  the  richest  accompaniments  with 
the  melody,  and  makes  of  the  piano  a  miniature  orches- 
tra under  the  ab^olute  direction  of  a  single  executant. 
Thus  abandoned  to  their  own  inspirations,  it  is  seldom 
that  pianists  (excepting  the  great  artists)  do  not  insensi- 
bly contract  certain  faults  of  measm-e,  which  there  is 
nothiiig  to  correct,  and  which  time  only  confirms  and 
renders  often  inemediable. 

"A  course  of  piano-forte  instruction,  therefore,  par- 
ticularly directed  to  the  execution  of  7nusique  d'  ensem- 
Ue,  composed  expressly  for  the  instrument,  is  a  precious 
matter  to  the  laborious  pupil  who  would  add  to  mechan- 
ical execution  the  solid  and  not  less  indispensable  quali- 
ties of  the  musician.  At  the  same  time  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  emulation  for  each  of  the  pianists,  bearing  a 
part  iu  the  ensemble,  classed  according  to  their  deorees 
of  skill. 

"  The  pieces  used  for  practice,  arranged  for  four  hands 
and  for  several  pianos,  will  be  chosen  from  the  works  of 
the  most  celebrated  coQiposers '* 

All  this  is  true  and  important,  only  not  so  "  en- 
tirely novel."  The  plan  is  simply  that  pursued  in 
European  niu.sital  Conservatories,  and  an  obvious 
necessity  of  great  schools  where  there  are  many 
pupils.  We  are  strongly  under  the  impression, 
too,  that  something  like  it  may  be  found  in  our 
Institutions  for  the  Blind,  large  Female  Semina- 
ries, &c.,  c&c.  At  all  events,  as  it  appears  by  an 
advertisement  that  has  stood  sometime  in  our  col- 
umns, a  teacher  in  this  city.  Mile.  De  Lamottc, 
has  got  the  start  of  M.  Comettant  in  this  business. 
This  lady  has  for  some  time  successfully  taught  the 
piano  in  classes  of  six  pupils  at  a  time,  playing 
upon  three  pianos.  Though  it  can  never  supersede 
private  lessons,  the  plan  has  advantages  which 
may  be  summed  up  in  two:  First,  the  habit  of 
playing  together  enforces  unity  and  precision  in 
tiir.e,  tur.e,  &c,  ;  and  secondly,  it  lends  a  social 
stimulus  to  an  exercise  which  is  of  doubtful  effica- 
cy when  pursued  in  a  dull  and  listless  state  of 
mind. 


Obatoeios. — We  are  sorrj'  to  hear  that  two  of  our 
Oratorio  Societies  have  resolved  to  give  the  "  Messiah  " 
on  the  same  night  (Christmas  Eve).  0  that  we  had 
room  to  read  them  a  solemn  lecture  on  the  ruinous  folly 
of  such  unmusical  rivalry.  Shall  the  feast  be  spoiled  by 
too  many  cooks  ?  Better,  by  far,  unite  all  the  forces  in 
one,  and  let  Handel's  grand  work  have  the  advantage  of 
the  fullest  possible  cooperation ! 


Mli.k.  de  La^motte'-o  Concerts,  it  will  be  .seen,  com- 
mence on  Wednesday  evening.  Her  programme  certain- 
ly is  excellent,  and  she  has  good  assistance. 


Our  townsman,  Mr.  S.  H.  Millard,  we  are  pleased  to 
hear,  has  concluded  to  make  Boston  his  residence,  and 
teach  the  art  of  singing.  Some  of  the  music-lovers  will 
probably  have  a  taste  of  his  artistic  quality  at  Chicker- 
ing's rooms  early  nest  week. 

Soprano  Singer  'Wanted. 

A  QUARTETTE  Choir  in  a  country  town  in  Massachusetts 
are  in  want  of  a  Soprano  singer  of  good  quality.  They 
can  offer  but  a  smali  coin  pensation  for  that  service,  but  will 
guaranty  such  a  number  of  pupils  upon  the  piano  forte  as  will 
alTord  a  reasonable  support  for  any  lady  who  is  properlv  quali- 
fied to  teach.  Should  this  notice  reach  the  eye  of  any  person 
who  can  comply  with  the  above  couditions.  they  may  address 
TV.  T.  Davis,  Greenfield,  Mass.  '  Nov  11  3t 

CARL    ZERRAHN, 

Conductor  of  tile    Haudel  &  Haydn    Society, 

Is  prepared  to  receive  pupils  on  the  FLUTE  and  PIANO- 
FORTE, and  may  be  addressed  at  the  Winthrop  House,  or 
at  the  music  stores  of  G.  P.  Reed  &  Co.,  E.  II.  TVade,  and  N. 
Richardson  Nov  11 

HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY. 

THIKTY-WINTH  YEAR. 


Siliseriptloa  ^m. 


tm  1811, 


THE  HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY  propose  to  give  a 
Sories  of  E-IGIIT  OQNCEllTS,  during  the  aprwoaching 
Musical  Season,  wiiich  will  lucluile  the  Oratorios  of  Flijah, 
The  Messiah,  31oses  in  Eotpt,  Selections  from  Mt.  Sinai, 
Israel  in  Egypt,  The  Creation,  &c. 

These  Concerts  will  be  given  at  the  Muaic  Hall,  commencing 
with  Elijah,  as  eoon  as  practicable.  The  Messiah  will  be  given 
on  Christmas  Eve. 

Tbd  Solos  will  be  sustained,  in  part,  by  some  of  the  same 
talent,which  made  the  performances  of  the  last  winter  so  pop- 
ular, with  the  addition  of  other  voices,  now  practicing  in  the 
Society's  Solo  Class. 

Conductor CARL  ZERRAHN. 

Organist  and  Pianist F.  F.  MULLER. 

The  Orchestra  is  composed  of  those  members  of  the  Germania 
Society  who  remain  in  Boston,  with  some  of  the  best  resident 
Musician;^. 

Due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  first  performance. 

Tickets  are  now  ready  at  the  the  Music  Stores  of  Wade, 
DiTsoN,  Reed,  &  HiciiAitDsoN,  at  Eayks  &  Fairbanks',  13& 
Washingttjn  street,  and  at  No  1  Joy's  Building. 

H.  L.  HAZELTON,  Secretary. 
Boston  ^  October  24, 1854. 

SPECIAL   NOTICE. 

THE  public  and  patrons  of  the  above  Society  are  hereby 
informed  tliat  the  Subscription  Ticb.ets  for  the  Seventh- 
Series  of  Concerts  are  now  ready  for  delivery  at  the  Sotiery'a 
Room,  No.  12  Tremimt  Street,  up  stairs,  opposite  Reed  St  C&.'s 
Music  Store,  from  10  A.  M.  to  4  1*.  M  every  day. 

Oc  28  LOUIS  KIMBACH,  Sec'y. 

PIANO-FOHTE  CONCERTS. 

Mile.  GABRIELLE  DE  LAMOTTE  begs  leave 
to  announce  that  during  the  ensuing  winter,  her  secood  sea- 
sou,  she  will  give  a  series  of  FOUR  CONCERTS,  to  take  place 
at  the  Messr;*  Chickering's  Saloon,  Masonic  Temple. 

Mile.  De  Lamotte  will  be  assisted  by  the  MENDELSSOHN 
QUINTETTE  CLUB,  whose  scieutilio  execution  has  been  lung 
and  well  appreciated  in  Boston.  Vocalists  will  also  be  selected 
with  the  greatest  care,  and  no  pains  will  be  spared  to  render 
these  concerts  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  the  music  tovvrs  of 
Boston.  ■"■ 

The  concerts  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  EvENI^GS,  once 
a  month. 

Subscription  lists  may  be  found  at  the  Messrs.  Chickering's, 
and  all  the  principal  music  stores.  Nov  4  cf 

HEWS'    PATEIVT 

AMERICAN  ACTION  PiANOFCRTC. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  pcssession  of  numerous  testi- 
monial:* from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  UEU'S,  365  Waskington  St.^  Boston 


/^ 


w 
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IJnstnii  3JltiBtriil  ^unit  Inrittif. 

THE  Government  of  this  Society  beg  to  anuonnce  its  Seventh 
series  of  Concerts,  commencing  about  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, to  be  continued  once  a  fortnight,  as  nearly  as  practi- 
cable. The  series  for  the  ensuing  season  will  consist  of  fight 
Concerts.  The  subscription  price  for  the  scries  is  fixed  at  it?3.50. 
The  Orchestra,  about  fifty  in  number,  has  bepn  carefully  re- 
organized, and  now  numbers  besides  the  members  of  the  Musi- 
cal Fund  Society,  many  of  the  former  members  of  the  Gerniania 
Musical  Society,  and  other  resident  musicians  who  have  lately 
settled  in  Boston.  The  Government  will  endeavor  to  render 
these  Concerts  as  far  as  possible  worthy  of  the  standard  of  ex- 
cellence now  demanded,  and  expected  to  be  acted  up  to,  by 
any  Society  desirous  of  securing  and  enjoying  the  patronage  of 
the  Boston  public. 

GOVERNMENT.— C  C.  Perkins,  President ;  C.  F.  Chictering, 
Vice  President ;  L  Rimhach,  Secretary  ;  B.  A.  Burditt,  Treas- 
urer; n. Fries,  Librarian;  G.  Endres,  Auditor  ;  I.  Moorhouse, 
F.  Friese,  Associates  — T.  E.  Chickering,  Geo,  T.  Bigelow,  J.  P. 
Bradlee,  S.  E.  Guild,  J.  Bigelow,  Trustees. 

[[^Subscription  lists  are  now  ready,  and  may  be  found  at 
the  principal  Music  stores.  L.  RIMBACH,  Secretary. 

Boston,  Oct.  1854. 

CLASSICAL  TRIO  CONCERTS. 

THE  subsL-ribers  propose  to  give  FOUR  MUSICAL  SOIREES 
in  the  Meionaon  (Tremont  Temple).     The   prc^rammes 
will  consist  of  Classical  Trios,  Quartets,  Solos,  &c.,  for  Piano, 
Violin  and  Violoncello.    Further  particulars  hereafter. 
CARL  GARTNER,  VioLlN. 
CARL  HAUSE,  PiANO-FoRTE. 
Ocl4  HENRI  JUNGNICKEL,  ViotoKCELio. 

CARL    GARTNER, 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 

May  be  found  at  Richardson's  Musical  Exchange,  every  fore- 
Oc  14  noon  between  9  and  10. 

LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELLO. 
HENBI  JUNGNICKEL 

Will  receive  pupils  on  the  Violoncello.    Address  Carl  G'irtner 
Oc  14  as  above. 

MR.    GUSTAV   KREBS, 

MEMBER  OF  THE  MENDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB, 

Begs  leaTe  to  inform  the  public  that  he  is  prepared  to  give 

instruction  on  the 

FLUTE,    VIOLIN    AND    PIANO. 

0=*  Applications  made  at  No.  17  Franklin  Place  will  receive 

prompt  attentiuu.  Oc  14 

MR.  AUGUST  FRIES, 

Respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  former  pupils,  that  he 
again  is  prepared  to  receive 
ADVANCED  PIANISTS  AS  PUPILS, 
to  accompany  them  with  the  Violin  In  Sonatas,  Duo  concer- 
TANTE,  Solos,  &c.     Applications  sent  to  17  Franklin  Place, 
will  be  proinptly  attended  to.  oct  14    3m 

MISS  FANNY  PRAZER, 

Has  the  pleasure  to  inform  her  Pupils  and  Friends  that  she 
has  returned  to  the  city,  and  will  be  prepared  to  resume  in- 
struction in  SINGING  and  the  PlANO-FOllTE,  on  and  after 
October  lat.  Communications  may  be  left  with  Messrs.  G.  P. 
Keed  &  Co.  or  at  her  residence, 
'*  PAvaiON,"  Tremont  Street.  Sept  16 

YOUISG  LADIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Rooms  in  connection  with  Mr.  E.  A.  Beaman's  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No.  23  Temple  Place. 

E.  R.  BLAWCHARD,  Teacher. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

RESIDENCE,  24  WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  7tad  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  the  best  musters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  with  first  principles  and  pro- 
ceeding upwards,  by  regular  and  successive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ELE- 
MENTS of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  difficult  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  which  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Webb  &  Co,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  Blanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instruction  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Youn^  Ladies'  Vocal  Music  School, we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,        Geo.  J.  Webb,  F.  F.  Mdlleb, 

Geo.  F.  Root,  B.  F.  Bakeb. 

Sept  30  tf 

SIGIVOR  CORELLI  begs  leave  to  announce  that  ho 
has  commenced  Morning  and  Afternoon  Classes  for  the  in- 
struction of  Young  Ladies  in  SOLFEGGIO,  at  the  Rooms  of  tho 
Messrs.  Chickering,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 

For  the  convenience  of  those  attending  schools,  the  afternoon 
classes  from  4  to  6. 

Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

Signor  Corelli  has  removed  to  No  47  Hancock  Street,  where 
henceforth  he  may  be  addressed  ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
at  the  Messrs.  Chickering's  Rooms.  Sept  9 


lissQ'fea  GIj,Qi)eaH  Eo'Cxetf , 

'THE  HfE'W  OKATOKIO 

OF   THE 

OF 

WILL   BE   REPEATED 

On  Sunday  Evening,  TTovember  12, 

AT   THE 

BOSTON   MUSIC    HALL. 

On  which  occasion  the  following  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  will 
assist : 

Mrs.  "Wentworth,  Miss  Eothamly, 

Miss  Twichell,  Mrs.  Long, 

Mr.  Wetherbee,  Mr.  Arthurson, 

Mr,  Adams,  Mr.  Mozart. 

H.  EGKHAE.DT,  Conductor. 

"W.  R.  BABOOCK,  Organist  and  Pianist. 

F.  SUCK,  Leader  of  the  Orchestra. 

PKOGRAMME. 

PAET   I. 

Overture Gluck. 

Choral :  from  '  St.  Paul,' Mendelssohn. 

Granii  Scena  :  '  Fall  of  Zion,'  Mr.  WetoiErbee, Pai-'^iello. 

Air  from  '  Samson,'  Mrs.  Long, Handel. 

Air  from  '  Solomon ,'  Mr.  Arthurson, Handel. 

Air:  Mrs.  Wentworth, Handel. 

Aria  and  Chorus,  (Infiammatus)  Aria,  Miss  Bothamly,  llossini. 
part  n. 

THE  WIDOW  OF  -NAITS. 

017=*  Tickets  at  50  cents  each  may  be  obtained  at  the  music 
stores,  and  on  Sunday  at  the  principal  hotels  and  at  the  door. 
[C?="Performance  to  commence  at  7  o'clock. 

M.  N.  BOYDEN,  Sec'y. 


MLLE.   GABRIELLE'DE    LAMOTTES 

FIRST  GRAND   CONCERT 

Will  take  place  on  WEDNESDAY  EVENING,  Nov.  15,  at  the 

fHcssrs.  Cfjickering's  Saloon,  JHasonic  STrmpIc, 

On  which  occasion  she  will  be  assisted  by  Mrs.  WENTWORTH, 

Vocalist,  and  the  MENDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB. 

PROGRAMME. 
Part  I. 

1.  Quintette,  in  Q  minor Mozart. 

Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. 

2.  Cavatina  from  Beatrice  di  Tenda Bellini. 

Mrs.  WENTWORTa. 

3.  Grand  Concerto  for  Piano  Forte  in  A  minor,  op. 85,  Hummel. 

Mile.  Gareielle  de  Lamotte  and  Qui.ntetie  Club. 

Part  H. 

1.  Song  without  Words,  No.  6,  sixth  book,  arranged 

for  Quintette  by  T.  K^'an, Mendelssohn. 

Mendelssohn  Quintette  Clud. 

2.  a.  2d  Nocturne,  op.  15,  in  F  sharp  major, ,.  Chopin. 

b.  Grand  Souate  Pathetique  in  C  minor,  op.  13,    Beethoven. 

Mile.  Gabbielle  de  Lamotte. 

3.  Ballad:  Last  Uose  of  Summer. 

Mrs.  Wen'tworth. 

4.  Grand  Fantasia  on  the  Prayer  of  Moses, Thalberg. 

Mile.  Gabrielle  de  Lamotte. 

5.  Grand  Scene  and  Air  trom  Kobert  le  Diable,. . .  .Meyerbeer. 

Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. 
[CT^To  commence  at  1%  o'clock. 

DIIT^Tickets  to  be  had  at  all  the  music  stores,  and  at  the  door 
on  the  evening  of  the  concert. 

CHAMBER  CONCERTS. 

€\}i  3ilrniirlssD|iu  (l^nintpttE  Cltili, 

HAVE  the  honor  of  announcing  to  their  friends  and  the 
public  of  Boston,  that  during  this,  their  Sixth  season, 
they  will  give  a  series  of  EIGHT  CONCERTS,  to  take  place  at 
the  Rooms  of  the  Messrs.  Chickering,  Masonic  Temple. 

Owing  to  the  limited  number  of  seats,  the  price  of  tickets  for 
the  Series  will  be  Five  Dollars.     Single  admissions,  One  Dollar. 

They  will  be  assisted  by  the  best  resident  Artists,  and  no 
pains  will  be  spared  to  render  the  Series  worthy  the  patronage 
of  the  public.  The  Concerts  will,  as  usual,  take  place  on 
TUESDAY  EVENINGS,  once  a  fortnight.  The  first  will  be 
given  about  the  middle  of  November.  The  Subscription  Lists 
will  be  out  in  a  few  days.  Oct  14 

IMPROVED   MELODEONS. 

THE  subscriber  has  recently  received  from  Mr.  C.  Peloubet, 
manufacturer  of  Musical  Instruments,  a  consignment  of 
his  improved  MELODEONS,  which  are  offered  for  sale.  These 
instruments  are  superior  in  quality  of  tone  and  freedom  of 
action  to  any  yet  offered  to  the  public,  and  the  prices  are  not 
higher  than  others  of  more  ordinary  quality. 

A  liberal  discount  from  the  retail  prices  will  be  made  to 
wholesale  purchasers.  JOSEPH  L.  BATES, 

Oc  28    bt  129  Washington  St. 

MRS.  JOSEPH  HARRINGTON,  JR., 

Announces  to  her  friends  and  the  public  that  she  will  give  in- 
struction on  the  PIANO,  and  in  Italian  and  Ballad  SINGING, 
at  her  residence,  Norfolk  House,  Roxlmry,  or  at  the 

residence  of  pupils. 

kefeeences. 
Kev.   Dr.   Putnam,    Rev.   F.   D.   Huntington,    Mr.   Adolph 
Baumbach,  'William  Whiting,  Esq.,  Mr.  Charles  Hickling,  Dr. 
H.  Bartlect,  Roxbury.  Ocl4  Im 

g.11  Hubs  of  |ob  Vixxis  ^f aircg  ^rinthtg  neafig  anir 
promgllg  tumitis  at  tljis  ©^cc. 


Mile.  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

Has  the  honor  to  announce  that  she  has  commenced  morning 

and  afternoon  classes  for  Hio 

INSTRUCTION  OF  YODNG  LADIES  on  the  PIANO-FORTE. 

O^Terms,  fifteen  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

These  classes  are  on  the  same  principle  as  those  established 

with  such   great  success  in   the   Conservatories  fif  Germany, 

France,  and  England. 

For  classes  or  private  lessons  apply  at  55  Hancock  street,  or 
at  Messrs.  Chickering's.  O  21  3m 

OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  th« 
"WisTnROP  HonsE.  Terms  : — Sf50  per  quarter  of  '24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  ®S0  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 

F.    F.    MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old   South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  Wo.  3  AViuter  Place,  Boston. 

Sept  16  3m 

INSTRUCTION  IN  SINGING. 

SIGIVOR  C.  CHIANEI  respectfully  informs  his  friends 
and  the  public  that  he  is  now  to  be  seen  at  Sig.  Papanti's, 
No.  %1  Tremont  Row,  every  Monday  and  Thursday  from  12  to 
1  O'clock,  where  he  is  permitted  to  ^'ive  lessons. 

Application  may  be  made  by  letter  at  No.  47  Hancock  street, 
or  at  Richardson's  Musical  Exchange. 

WILLIAM    BERGER, 

FflibBisBaer  aaid  lanportter  of  Mitsic, 

No.  82  West  4th  Street,  Ciaciimati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on   hand  a   Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MUSIC,    for  sale  at  Eastern   prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.     A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
0=-  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aug26 

FRENCH  LANGUAGE. 

Mr,  I>E  LAMOTTE,  from  Paris,  begs  leave  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion to  pupils  in  classes,  or  private  lessons,  during  the  ensuing 
winter,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  55  Hancock 
street,  O  21    3m 


D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

ISANUFACTTJRER  AND   DEALER  IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

Ko.  344  AVashliigton  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  #  TO  LET. 

BTo.  7  TKEMOWT  STREET,  BOSTON, 

HAS  just  received  one  of  the  choicest  collections  of  cele- 
brated Engravings  of  the  works  of  the  Old  Masters  ever 
oflered  for  sale  in  this  country.  They  were  purchased  in  Eu- 
rope durin'j  the  present  year  ;  and  the  variety  of  subjects  and 
engravers  is  larger,  and  more  desirable  to  select  from  than  any 
previous  importation.  The  following  are  some  of  the  most 
important  ones— of  which  there  are  no  duplicates— in  this  col- 
lection :  — 

"  The  Marriage  of  Joseph  and  Mary ;"  painted  by  Kaphael, 
engraved  by  Longhi ;  a  very  fine  old  impression,  with  large 
margin,  and  before  the  inscription  on  the  temple.  A  very  fine 
impression  of  Miiller'8  celebrated  engraving  of  Raphael's 
"  Dresden  Madonna."  Steinla'a  engraving  of  the  same  Ma- 
donna. The  "  Assumption  of  the  Virgin,"  painted  by  Titian 
and  engraved  by  Schiavoni, — a  superb  impression  with  open 
letters  "  The  Transfiguration,"  painted  by  Kaphael  and  en- 
graved by  Kaphael  Morghen.  Guide's  •'  Aurora,"  engraved  by 
llaphael  Morghen.  "The  Descent  from  the  Cross,"  by  D. 
Toltera;  engnived  by  Toschi,— fine  impression  with  large 
margin  ;  this  is  one  of  Toschi's  most  celebrated  works.  "  The 
Madonna  della  Scodella  "  engraved  by  Toschi  after  Correggio ; 
and  "  The  Madonna  della  Tenda,"  after  l^iphael,  by  the  same 
engraver, — fine  impressions  in  perfect  condition.  "  The  Trib- 
ute Money,"  eiigraved  by  Steinla,  after  Titian.  "  Portrait  of 
Kaphael,"  "La  I'ornarina"  and  "  La  Poesio,"  painted  by  Raph- 
ael, and  engraved  by  Kaphael  Morghen,— fine  impressions  with 
full  margins.  "  Portraits  of  celebrated  Italians,"  engraved  by 
Raphel  Morghen.  Fifteen  fine  impressions  of  "  The  Stanza  of 
Raphael,"  engraved  by  Volpato  and  Kaphael  Morghen.  "  The 
Judgment  of  Solomon,"  splendidly  engraved  by  Anderloni,— 
a  superb  proof,  with  open  letters.  "  La  Madonna  del  Lago," 
engraved  by  Longhi,  after  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  splendid  im- 
pressions on  large  paper.  "  Tlie  Presentation  in  the  Temple," 
painted  by  Fra  K:trtolomeo  and  engraved  by  Perfetti,— splen- 
did proof,  with  open  letters.  "  Triomphe  of  Qalat6e,"  painted 
by  Kaphael,  and  engraved  by  Kichomme,— brilliant  impres- 
sion in  perfect  condition.  "  La  Vierge  an  Poisson,"  engraved 
by  Desnovers.  after  Kaphael.  "  Madonna  del  Sacco,"  engraved 
by  Raphael  Morghen,  after  Andrea  del  Sarto.  "  Repose,  '  a 
gem,  engraved  by  Bervic.  A  fine  impression  on  India  paper  of 
the  celebrated  engraving  by  Mercuri,  of  Delaroche's  "Saint 
Amelia."  Also,  a  tine  proof  before  all  letters  of  "TheUead 
of  Columbus,"  engraved  by  Mercuri.  "  King  Lear,"  painted 
by  West  and  engraved  by  Sharp  ;  open  letter  proof. 

Also  a  very  large  collection  of  modern  engravings,  of  En- 
glish, French  and  German  publications. 

All  new  engravings  received  as  soon  as  published.  Orders 
received  for  engravings  not  on  hand. 

Not  11  3t 
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NOW     READY, 

THE   GREAT  WOEK   OF   THE   TEAR, 

MOORE'S 
COMPLETE  El^CYCl,OP^DIA 

OF '• 

A  work  which  has  cost  the  indefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  lahor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished celebrities  in  the  inu:-.\-a!  woilil.  This  spleudiu  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
every  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columnsrand  contains  ^he  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4:000    MUSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A  Complete  Dictionary  of  over 

5000    MUSICAL   TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIE]S"CE    OF    MUSIC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  the  da*es  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOROUGH  BASS,  &c.  &c. 

A  Sook  intended  to  cover  tlie  wlio&e 
of  M uMcal  Scaewce. 

JOHN  P.   JEWETT   Sr   CO, 

PUBLISHERS, 

July  29  BOSTON. 

SIGNOR  AUGIJSTO  BEWDELARI,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  fewch  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evening?,  f,>r  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  great 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  August©  Benbelari,  at  the 
■\Vinthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

aEFERENCE&. 

Rev.  Sam'I  K.  lothrop,  Samuel  Q.  Ward,  Esq. 

Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq.  John  S.  Dwight,'Esq, 

Sept& 

MR.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hay  ward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

References— R.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C.  Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEA.C11EB.  OF  THE.  PlA.?iO  AI^D  Sl^tilXC. 

Residence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference^  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TSACHEK     OF     MUSIC, 

^65  "Wasliln^oia  Street^  Boston. 


Oermania  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OE  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applj'ing  to 

H.  E  TELTOW,  Agent. 
i>14  tf  30  Fayette  Street. 


CHICKERING   &    SONS, 

MANUPACTUKERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERT  DESCRIPTION. 


^. 


WARtK^dMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr29  BOSTON.  tf 


S-J^' 


IVO^W    BEADY: 

Third  and  Cheap  Edition  of  the 

MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PMO-FORTE, 

BY  NATHAN  RICHARDSON. 

Xnasmuch  as  the  demand  for  a  cheaper  edition  of  thia  In- 
struction Book  has  been  so  great,  particularly  among  TeachefSf 
heads  of  Seminaries,  &c-,  the  publisher  has  been  induced  to 
issue  an  edition  containing  precis-ely  the  same  matter,  but 
bound  in  a  plainer  style.  This  Method  is  more  complete  and 
systematic  tban  any  other  published  in  this  country  or  Europe, 
and  is  now  the  cheapest.  It  is  recommended  by  all  the  first 
Teachers,  as  being  riie  very  best. 

Price,  in  plain  binding 3r3,00 

In  the  original  style,  full  gilt $4,00 

Copies  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of  the  TTnfted  States  on  the 
receipt  of  the  above  prices. 

PUBLISHED   AT  THE 

MUSICAL   EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street.  Boston,  by 
NATHAN  RICHARDSON. 


GEOEGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 

No.  3    W^SNTEB   STREET, 

BOSTON. 

ALU     INSTRUMENTS 

■WARRANTED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Sept  2  3m 

A.    W.    PRENZEXj 

Will  resume  his 
IIBTSTRtrCTIOTW    O^r    THE    PUlI^TO-FOB-TK, 

On  or  before  October  1st. 

Orders  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Keed  &  Co, 
N.  Richardson,  or  E  H.  Wade.  Aag26 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   ENTIRE  AND  INIBIITABLE  ALLEGOBY   OF 

THE    PILGRIM'S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  fig:urea,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  PuMislker. 

GEO-  B.  SICKELS  is  the  onl?  adthorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Not.  12. 

Instruction  on  the  Piano-forte  and  in  Singing. 

MR.  ADOLPH  KIELBLOCK  respectfully  gives  notice  to  his 
pupils  and  the  public  that  he  has  returned  to  the  city, 
and  resumed  his  lessons  on  the  Pianoforte  and  in  Singing,  and 
may  be  addressed  at  his  residence,  30  Ash  street,  or  at  the  Mu- 
sic Stores  of  Oliver  Ditson,  ll5  Washington  street,  Geo.  P.  Reed 
&  Co  ,  13  Tremont  street,  or  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washing- 
ton street. 
References.— Lyman  Nichols,  Esq.,  10  Joy  Street,  Boston. 
John  Bigelow,         "      42  Blossom  St.       " 
Oliver  Ditson,        "  " 

George  P.  Reed,     "  " 

N.  Richardson,       "  " 

Hon.  T.  D   Elliot,  New  Bedford. 
ReT.  John  Weiss,  " 

Joseph  Ricketson,  Esq.  " 

INSTRUCTION  IN  ITALIAN, 

MR.  LUIGI  MOKTI,  Instructor  in  Italian  at  Harvard 
University,  will  give  private  lessons  in  the  city- 
Address  at  the  H'inthrop  House.  Oct  7    3m 

Me.    THOMAS    RYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  hia  friends  and  pupils  that  be  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  season,  and  is  prepared  to  give  instruction 
on  the  PIANO.  PI.UTE.  CLARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
TIIOliOUOH  BASS.  Applieations  may  be  made  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  19  Franklin  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  Uiusic  store. 
Sept  16 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GBRMANIA  MOSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Bo.itc.n,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-t'OBTE,  and  in  the  Theory  op  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


MANUFACTDRED  BY 

MASON     &     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  lilELOIrEONS  made  by  us.  IVe  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  e-specially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Finish. 
Our  prices  vary  from  @60  to  ©175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Bbadbdet,  George  F.  Root,  L.  H.  .SoniaAED, 
Ei>wiN  Bruce,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

D;I?^The  opinions  of  the  above  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons, 

HENRY  MASON.      )  MASON  &.  HA31I.IN, 

EMMONS  BAMLIK.  J  Cambridge  St.  [cor.  of  Charles^)  BcHtm^  His. 

Oct  28    6m  (Directly  in  front  of  the  JaiL) 

TAYLOR'S  PIANO  FORTE  FOE  BEGINNERS. 

FIRST  STEPS  TO  THE  PIANO  FORTE ;   teing  an   Ele- 
mentary   Catechism    for    Beginners.      By    GEORGE   G. 
TAYLOR,   Teacher  of  the    Kano  Forte,  Harp  and  Violin. 
Price  75  cents.    Usual  deducGion  to  the  trade.     For  sale  by 
F.  J.  HUNTINGTON,  23  Park  Row,  New  York. 
WM.  D.  SULLIVAN,  Madison,  Ga. 

IXIAiroi:!.  FlOf  OliliOSA, 

PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gray's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 
and  Summer  Streets. 
References. 
Messrs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Pitnchabd,  Boston. 
Messrs.  George  Feabodi,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHER  OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

References  :— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Ternon  Sc. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
.  Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb,  18. 

PRINCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  variety,  from  $4.5  to  36150,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  bett-er  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 

G.    P.     REED   &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sept.  2  Sole  Agents  for  Prince  ^  Co.^s  Meiodeons. 

ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 

TEACHER    OP    THE    PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence,   84;    Fiuckney    Street. 

Sept  16  tf 

ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Reed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Roxbury.  Sept  9 

H.    S.    CUTLER, 

©rganlgt    snl    ^sat^tx   of    pjugic, 

MUSIC  ROOM  UNDER  CHURCH  OF  THE  ADVENT. 

Terms  !g30.— Address  care  of  Nathan  Richardson,  '282  Wash- 
ington St.  Sept  9  tf 

Gr.    .A..    SCiXXlVEXn:"!?, 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr   0.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

R.    G  ARBETT, 
PROFESSOR    OP    MUSIC, 

Informs  his  friends  and  the  public,  that,  haying  returned  from 
Europe,  he  is  prepared  to  give  instruction  on  the  Organ,  Piano 
Forte,  Violin,  Violoncello,  and  Oontra-Basso  :  also  in  Compo- 
sition and  Arrangement.  Organs  and  Piano-Fortes  tuned. 
Music  arranged  and  transposed  to  order. 

O^Re.sidence,  No.  30  Shawmut  Avenue.  Sept  23    3m 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,GUITAR, 

d  Seneca  St.,  comer  Harrison  Avenue* 

R.  De  RrBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TR.4NSP0SED,  &c. 
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J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Residence  No.  S6  Kneeland  Street. 
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iioigjit'H  ^Qurtial  nf  Mum, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATUEDAT. 


(  BT  JtAIL, 


CAKEIEK, 


i    PEE   ANKUM,  \ 
2.50  " 


IN  ADVANCE. 


ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Musia,  but  with 
glances  at  the  whole  World  ofArtandofPohfce  Literature  ; 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  lleTJews  of  Coucerts, 
Oratorios,  Operas ;  with  timely  Analyses  of  the  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  Music  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  siguificant  Musical  News  from  all  parts ;  gathered  from 
English,  German,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essays  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instru- 
ments, theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  ;  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
Social,  and  Religious  bearings  ;  on  Music  in  the  Church,  the 
Concert-room,  the  Theatre,  the  Chamber,  and  the  Street,  &c. 
6.  Translations  from  the  best  German  and  French  writers  upon 
Music  and  Art.  7.  Occasional  Notices  of  Sculpture,  Painting, 
Architecture,  Poetry,  .Slsthetic  Books,  the  Drama,  &c.  — 
8.  Original  and  Selected  Poems,  short  Tales,  Anecdotes,  &c. 

03?="  Back  numbers,  from  the  commencement,  can  be  fur- 
nished.   Also  bound  copies  of  the  first  two  years. 

PosTAaE,  if  paid  in  advance,  for  any  distance  within  the 
State,  thirteen  cents  sl  year ;  if  not  in  advance,  twenty-six 
cents.    To  all  places  beyond  the  State,  double  these  rates. 
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For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 

Reminiscences  of  Eossini,  and  other  Opera 
Composers. 

Six  months  ago,  in  the  principal  street  of  Flo- 
rence, the  Via  Calzaioli,  might  be  seen  daily 
about  the  hour  of  five,  a  fresh,  well-preserved, 
hale  looking  gentleman,  apparently  of  the  age  of 
forty-seven  or  thereabouts,  taking  his  after  dinner 
promenade,  with  a  large  green  silk  umbrella  un- 
der his  arm  to  guard  against  any  sudden  fall  of 
rain  (even  though  for  more  than  three  months 
no  sign  of  rain  had  been  seen),  walking,  or  rather 
sauntering  slowly,  chatting  now  with  some  old 
acquaintance,  and  stopping  every  three  steps,  ac- 


cording to  the  Italian  custom,  to  impress  more 
deeply  his  discourse  upon  his  attentive  listener ; 
now  peering  indiscriminately  into  the  face  of 
every  female  Florentine  who  passed  by  (as  is 
also  the  Italian  custom);  whilst  the  feminine 
nudged  her  companion,  saying  "  Ecco  Rossini." 
Occasionally  a  head  of  some  passer  by  turned  to 
look  after  the  man  so  widely  celebrated  in  the 
musical  world,  and  who,  according  to  his  own 
saying  "  had  had  too  brilliant  a  career  not  to  jbe 
satiated  with  applause,"  and  who  now  seeks  only 
the  gratification  of  his  animal  passions. 

Rossini  closed  his  career  with  his  grand  opera 
"William  Tell;"  having  decided  to  himself,  if 
successful,  never  to  touch  his  musical  pen  again, 
but  to  maintain  his  reputation  by  continued  si- 
lence; letting  the  world  judge  of  his  merits  by 
what  he  had  already  done.  He  was  greatly  in- 
cited to  the  work  by  jealousy  of  the  rising  star  of 
Meyerbeer,  who  then  had  fanaticised  the  world 
by  his  "  Huguenots."  Rossini,  having  closed  his 
career  in  Paris,  retired  to  the  land  of  his  birth 
and  first  triumphs,  choosing  the  city  of  Bologna,- 
which  is  but  a  short  distance  from  Pesaro,  the 
city  of  hig  birth ;  and  in  which  city  he  lived  a 
retired,  unostentatious  life,  carefully  avoiding  any 
publicity,  and  banishing  entirely  from  his  mind, 
music  and  musical  people.  A  friend  of  his,  dur- 
ing his  residence  in  that  place,  once  wrote  him  a 
letter  upbraiding  him  for  his  indolence  and  ask- 
ing the  reason  of  his  depriving  the  world  of  the 
fruits  of  his  genius;  the  significant  and  witty 
reply  to  the  letter  was  a  sheet  of  hlank  music 
paper,  enclosing  a  fine  Bologna  sausage,  directed 
to  the  care  of  his  inquiring  correspondent. 

In  his  youth,  Rossini  was  a  remarkably  hand- 
some man,  and  at  the  time  we  speak  of  he  still 
retained  a  face  beaming  with  gentleness  and 
suavity.  It  is  said  he  wrote  most  of  his  music 
whde  in  bed.  One  morning,  having  nearly  fin- 
ished a  duo  (I  think  in  Gli  Italiani  in  Algeri'),''va. 
turning  over  the  sheet  to  put  the  last  bars  to  it,  it 
accidentally  fell  to  the  floor.  He  thought  a  mo- 
ment, whether  to  rise  from  his  bed  to  pick  it  up, 
or  to  write  another,  and  decided  upon  the  latter ; 
thus  leaving  two  duos  with  the  same  words,  both 
being  different,  and  proving  the  old  adage,  that 
"  lazy  people  take  the  most  pains."  No  composer 
ever  equaled  him  in  fluency  of  ideas,  except 
Donizetti,  who  has  left  ninety  entire  operas,  be- 
sides innumerable  songs,  duos  and  other  pieces. 
Rossini's  Stahat  Mater  was  held  by  the  order  of 
Friars,  for  whom  it  was  written,  some  years  be- 


fore it  was  given  to  the  world ;  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple that  AUegri's  Miserere  was  retained  for 
many  years  by  the  Sistine  Chapel  of  St.  Peters 
in  Rome ;  it  was  afterwards  first  produced  at 
Florence.  Some  few  years  ago  the  Stahat  Mater 
was  performed  in  the  hall  of  the  Cinque  Cento, 
in  the  Palazzo  Vecchio,  with  an  orchestra  of 
more  than  two  hundred  performers,  with  la 
Steffanoni,  Cecchenini  and  others.  In  conversing 
with  Rossini  I  mentioned  the  fact,  that  in  the 
United  States  it  was  always  a  great  favorite ;  he 
replied,  "  O  !  it  is  only  a  bagatelle,  not  worth 
mentioning." 

It  was  his  misfortune  to  have  lived  to  see  his 
star  fade  out  and  his  music  placed  on  the  shelf  as 
antique.  He  deeply  felt  the  coldness  to  him  of 
the  present  musical  world  (I  speak  of  Italy) 
which  added  new  fire  to  his  naturally  sarcastic 
powers.  In  his  younger  days  he  was  never 
known  to  give  fairly,  or  without  some  biting  sar- 
casm, his  opinion  of  any  music  or  singers ;  and 
in  his  latter  days,  while  at  Florence,  he  avoided 
all  conversation  tending  towards  musical  matters, 
though  occasionally  he  was  forced  to  it  by  cir- 
cumstances. Only  of  one  piece  of  Verdi,  the 
now  arbitrary  musical  ruler  of  all  Italy,  did  I 
ever  know  him  to  speak  well,  and  that  was  of  the 
quartet  in  Rigoletto.,  which  he  seriously  compli- 
mented very  highly  as  a  piece  well  written,  well 
conducted  and  of  great  theatrical  effect.  He 
said  now  that  he  knew  the  wants  of  the  present 
public,  it  would  be  very  easy  for  him,  if  so  dis- 
posed, to  cut  short  the  career  of  Verdi ;  and  his 
wife  told  me  he  kept  locked  up  in  his  secretary 
the  music  written  by  him  to  the  libretto  of  Gio- 
vanna  d'Arco,  which,  if  produced,  would  throw 
Verdi's  composition  entirely  into  the  shade. 

It  is  known  also  that  he  has  written  a  funeral 
service,  to  be  performed  for  the  first  time  when 
he  shall  have  ceased  to  exist,  for  which  event  the 
world  will  not  probably  be  kept  in  waiting,  as  he 
has,  within  the  last  four  months  become  childish, 
in  consequence  of  a  bad  investment  of  some  of 
his  surplus  funds.  Avarice,  which  is  too  often. 
the  attendant  on  old  age,  had  become  his  predom- 
inant characteristic,  and  although  his  annual  in- 
come amounted  to  more  than  thirty  thousand 
dollars;  his  expenses  were  rarely  ever  more  than 
one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred.  A  friend  of 
mine  asked  him  why  he  did  not  spend  more  of  his 
income,  and  he  said,  "  he  lived  economically,  in 
order  to  benefit  the  world  by  leaving  a  large  sum 
to  establish  a   musical  conservatorio ; "  but  it  is 
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•well  known  that  he  will  not  leave  one  sou,  as  all 
his  money  is  yearly  invested  in  new  life  assur- 
ances !  About  six  months  ago  he  was  induced  to 
purchase  a  palace,  for  safe  investment,  and  he 
paid  about  eight  thousand  dollars  more  than  the 
palace  was  afterwards  estimated  to  be  worth, 
which  loss  reduced  him  to  the  deplorable  state  of 
childishness,  and  filled  his  mind  with  the  idea 
that  he  could  afford  nothing  to  eat,  and  that  he 
was  at  last  really  reduced  to  that  poverty  he  had 
so  many  years  dreaded. 

Notwithstanding  his  insatiable  love  of  money, 
he  always  remained  firm  in  his  decision  of  never 
again  mingling,  in  any  manner,  with  the  musical 
world.  Louis  Napoleon  recently  offered  him  an 
immense  sum  to  induce  him  to  come  to  Paris  to 
direct  the  music  (which  was  to  be  all  his  own)  of 
some  great  fete ;  but  the  golden  offer  could  not 
tempt  him  from  his  seclusion ;  and  after  all  it 
may  be  he  was  right  in  his  idea.  Once  while 
dining  with  Madame  Ungher,  whose  fame  is  still 
bright  from  the  fact  of  her  leaving  the  career 
while  in  the  height  of  its  splendor,  he  compli- 
mented her  upon  her  tact  in  preserving  her  name 
and  reputation,  saying  that  "  to  gain  a  reputation 
was  a  very  easy  thing,  but  to  maintain  it  was  the 
difficult  i^art."  We  are  too  apt  to  think  of  one 
■who  has  enjoyed  a  reputation  like  Rossini's,  that 
he  has  always  been  considered  as  great  as  at 
present ;  not  thinking  that  he  as  well  as  every 
other  composer  and  singer  in  Italy  has  had  his 
career  of  alternate  failures  and  successes.  In 
Naples,  the  first  night  of  11  Barhiere  di  Seviglia, 
the  composer,  who  was  seated  as  was  the  custom 
in  those  days,  in  the  orchestra  before  a  spinetta, 
to  give  the  singers  the  notes  in  case  of  forgetful- 
ness,  was  so  unmercifully  hissed  on  account  of  his 
opera  that  he  took  "  French  leave  "  at  midnight 
by  the  diligence  for  Rome. 

Rossini  was  first  educated  as  a  singer,  and  is 
said  to  have  had  a  very  pleasant  voice.  He  often 
sang  his  Largo  al  Factotum  with  great  effect  in 
the  private  parties  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tusca- 
ny, with  whom  he  was  on  very  familiar  terms,  un- 
til he  brought  his  present  wife  from  Paris.  His 
_first  wife,  a  celebrated  singer,  is  said  to  have  died 
from  chagrin  and  neglect.  His  music  is  written 
almost  entirely  from  pure  genius,  since  when  at 
school  he  never  would  confine  himself  to  the  classi- 
cal studies  given  him  by  his  master  at  Bologna,  but 
spent  his  time  composing  music  for  farces,  and 
such  light  works ;  so  much  so  that  his  teacher  re- 
fused to  pay  him  any  more  attention.  Donizetti, 
on  the  contrary,  devoted  (after  he  had  written 
several  successful  operas)  two  years  to  strict  clas- 
sical music,  and  was  at  the  time  the  best  classical 
scholar  in  the  Conservatorio ;  but  he  also  prefer- 
red the  music  of  his  genius  and  inspiration  to  the 
music  of  study  and  mathematics,  and  in  his  Linda, 
(his  favorite  opera)  his  Don  Sebastiano,  and  La 
Favorita,  one  can  see  how,  in  his  later  years, 
■when  his  inspirations  became  more  feeble  from 
exhaustion,  he  turned  as  a  resource  to  his  early 
classical  studies.  It  is  the  prevailing  opinion  in 
Italy,  well  founded  upon  experience  which  only 
in  very  rare  circumstances  proves  to  be  fallible, 
that  he  who  begins  the  career  as  a  singer  or  com- 
poser with  great  eclat,  rarely  fails  to  end  it  in  a 
very  different  manner ;  and  Rossini  paid  a  cut- 
ting compliment  to  Bellini  upon  his  first  opera, 
II  Piraia,  when  they  were  introduced  to  each 
other,  by  saying :  "  Bravo  1  young  Bellini,  you 
begin  where  the  old  masters  leave  off." 


Two  years  ago  the  Propliete  of  Meyerbeer  ■was 
brought  out  with  great  splendor  at  Florence,  du- 
ring the  Carnival  season.  It  was  so  new  and  full 
of  difficulties,  that  nothing  else  for  some  time 
was  talked  of.  Rossini  was  asked  if  he  had  heard 
it,  and  replied  :  "  Yes,  I  have  been  once  to  hear 
the  "  Prophet,"  and  twice  to  see  the  Stenterello, 
(the  Florentine  Punch.)  Neither  Bellini  nor  Don- 
izetti had  the  mortification  to  live  to  see  the  musi- 
cal sceptre  wrested  from  them  by  another,  and 
the  worshiping  incense  of  the  musical  thousands 
of  ardent  Italians  offered  at  the  shrine  of  a  newer 
harmonic  deity. 

I  once  asked  him  whom  he  thought  the  greatest 
operatic  composer.  "  Mio  caro,"  said  he,  "  it  is  a 
great  battle— we  are  all  generals,  and  the  general 
who  succeeds  in  killing  all  the  rest  .will  remain 
victorious  on  the  field."  Once,  while  making  a 
visit  to  a  friend's  house,  a  little  girl,  whose  sister 
was  then  taking  her  singing  lessons,  said  to  the 
great  composer  : — "  Caro  Maestro,  why  don't  you 
write  some  more  new  music  ?"  "  Listen !  "  said 
he,  "  don't  you  perceive  that  it  is  impossible  now- 
a-days  for  people  to  perform  that  which  I  have 
already  written  ?" — He  dined  at  home  but  once  a 
week,  six  days  being  regularly  engaged  with  his 
friends  of  Florence.  On  Sundays  he  was  al- 
ways sure  of  a  magnificent  dinner  with  arch- 
bishop Minucci,  and  other  days  with  Prince  Pon- 
iatowsky,  the  Contessa  Orsini,  and  other  musical 
celebrities.  The  Poniatowskys  are  a  very  gifted 
musical  family.  Some  years  ago  at  the  Teatro 
Rossini,  in  Leghorn,  they  performed  Lucrezia 
Borgia  publicly  in  aid  of  some  charitable  institu- 
tion ;  Prince  Giuseppe  (the  present  Tuscan  Min- 
ister to  Paris  and  London,)  taking  the  part  of 
Gennaro,  Prince  Carlo  singing  Duke  Alfonso, 
and  his  wife,  the  Princess  Elise,  in  the  role  of 
Lucrezia,  and  it  was  performed  in  a  very  credit- 
able manner.  Prince  Giuseppe  also  wrote  the  li- 
bretto and  music  of  an  opera  brought  out  at  the 
Pergola  of  Florence  some  years  since ;  and  all  the 
family  are  greatly  interested  in  Art  and  artists. 
Recently  Rossini  was  nominated  Commander 
(Commendatore)  of  the  Legion  of  Honor;  and 
nearly  all  operatic  performers  are  or  were  cava- 
liers of  that  order.  Mercadante,  Bellini,  Doni- 
zetti, Verdi,  Mabellini,  Pacini,  and  Rossini. 
Mercadante  is  still  at  the  head  of  the  Royal  Con- 
servatorio of  Naples,  and  is  a  true  specimen  of  a 
Neapolitan.  Warm  hearted  and  hospitable, 
though  iie  has  somewhat  of  the  conladino  still  in 
his  mixture.  He  writes  all  his  music  a  tavola, 
that  is,  without  the  aid  of  any  musical  instru- 
ments ;  and,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  does  not  play 
at  all  the  piano-forte  !  Rossini,  on  the  contrary, 
was  one  of  the  best  accompanists  in  the  world. 
Verdi  never  writes  without  having  the  piano-forte 
before  him,  while  Mercadante  never  hears  his 
production  till  it  is  rehearsed  with  full  orchestra. 
Verdi  is  less  popular  in  Naples  than  any  other 
Italian  city,  on  account  of  the  immense  influence 
there  of  Mercadante.  Auber,  the  French  opera- 
comique  composer,  commenced  writing  after  the 
age  of  thirty,  and  can  now  be  seen  daily  on  the 
Champs  Elysees  in  Paris,  with  a  most  elegant 
turnout,  and  every  thing  to  match.  Meyerbeer 
has  an  immense  private  fortune,  and  the  produc- 
tion of  his  operas  costs  him  a  large  sum.  Twenty 
years  ago  in  Italy,  during  the  same  season  that  an 
Impresario  paid  Rossini  the  then  exorbitant  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars  for  a  new  opera,  he  paid 
five  hundred  to  have  one  of  his   performed.     At 


the  first  public  performance  of  his  last  opera 
(L'  Etoile  du  Noi-d,)  all  the  tickets  were  taken 
by  himself  for  distribution  to  his  friends. 

In  another  article  I  will  give  a  short  sketch  of 
some  of  the  past  and  present  singers,  and  an  in- 
sight into  the  life  and  habits  of  an  Italian  artista 
di  canto.  Harrison. 


For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 
SERENADES. 
I. 

[A  correspondent  sends  us  the  following  as  a  Model  Sere- 
nade, "  an  attempt,"  he  says,  "  having  been  made  to  embody 
the  music  in  the  verse,  and  to  introduce  an  under-current  of 
reality  below  the  necessarily  high-faluting  matter  of  the  sere- 
nade proper.} 

MIDNIGHT. 
Wakest  thou,  dearest?  the  night  is  (Ihr-r-rum) 

And  the  moon  is  (r^-rum)  on  high ! 
And  the  odoroas  wind  breathes  out  a  (st-r-rum) 
On  thy  balmy  bosom  to  die. 

Sotto  voce.    [If  these  infernal  mosquitoes 
Are  half  as  attentive  to  you 
As  they  are  to  your  truly  devoted, 
I  rather  suppose  that  you  do.] 

Listen,  0  fairest !  my  lute's  deep  (str-r  rum) 

At  thy  lattice  suing  for  (r-r-rum) 
And  deem  that  you  hear  in  the  (thrum-rum-rum) 
The  love  that  by  day  is  dumb. 

[I  should  like  to  learn  at  your  leisure 

How  much  you  catch  of  the  tune 
Through  the  gaps  of  that  blatant  bull-dog's 
Elongated  howl  to  the  moon.] 

Let  the  cloistral  silence  that  (thrums)  around, 

Lend  its  (thrum-rum-rum)  to  my  lay: 
As  we  hear  by  night  the  flow  of  streams 
That  we  cannot  (str-r-rum)  by  day. 

[Your  governor's  evening  potation 

I  trust  -was  well  stiffened  with  gin, 

For,  combining  the  dog  and  the  liiuslc, 

This  performance  is  rather  a  din.] 

Then,  maiden  coy !  look  forth  and  {slr-r-rum) 

There  are  none  to  hear  or  see ; 
And  the  curious  world  with  its  (thruin-dum-dum) 
Is  (iTum-rmn-rum)  to  me. 

[Old  Squaretoes  peeps  out  of  his  window 
And  affects  to  be  charmed  and  all  that. 
While  he  secretly  racks  his  invention 
For  a  missile  to  injure  my  hat.] 

For  the  heart  that's  touch'd  by  Love's  own  {rrrurn) 

Should  weakness  or  fear  cast  down  ? 
It  should  quail  alone  at  thy  dreaded  {slrrrutn) 
And  blench  at  thy  {ihrrrum-rum)  fro'vvn. 

[He  has  vanished!  I  know  in  the  darkness 

He  now  fumbles  round  for  his  stick ; 
D.  I.  0.  is  the  word,  ere  he  cometh 

Clattering  down  like  a  thousand  of  brick.] 
[Exit  Youth. 

n. 

[The  second  is  by  the  same  hand.  Both  were  produced  "  all 
along  of"  a  discussion,  in  a  small  literary  clique,  of  the  pecu- 
liar characteristics  of  the  Serenade,  as  distinguished  from  other 
species  of  Song.] 

CAVALIER'S    SERENADE. 
lSo4. 
Yon  faithful  star  his  flashing  shield 

Rears  in  the  welkin  steep ;      • 
And  he  and  I  alone  a-field 

Watch  o'er,  my  darling's  sleep. 
Of  the  south  wind  dreams  the  lily-bell, 

And  the  woodbine  of  the  bee ; — 
0  watchful  star,  peep  in  and  tell. 

Does  my  Rosebud  dream  of  me  ? 

Beneath  thy  bosom's  sweet  unrest 

What  dainty  fancies  bide, 
As  odors  in  the  folded  breast 

Of  evening  blossoms  hide ; 
But  at  my  voice  the  visions  fade, 

Dissolved  in  tender  fear, 
Like  fairies  in  the  moonlit  glade, 

A  distant  step  that  hear. 
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0  fluttered  Bird !  0  startled  Fawn ! 

Thee  wait  I  to  behold, 
As  happy  clouds  expect  the  dawn 

That  wreathes  their  brows  with  gold. 
Look  forth,  blithe  Nature's  playmate  fair! 

All  darkness  she  beguiles. 
Who  scatters  on  the  longing  air 

The  largesse  of  such  smiles. 

Almost  I  feel  as  if  it  might 

Thy  timid  beauties  wrong, 
To  weave,  0  Chaplet  of  Delight ! 

Thy  graces  into  song. 
The  chaunt  of  brooks  in  woodland  dark, 

The  murmur  of  the  sea, 
The  airy  lyric  of  the  lark 

Thy  minstrelsy  should  be. 

—  I   ^   I 

Trom  Chorley's  "  Modem  German  Music." 

Dr.  Spohr's  Music— A  Criticism, 

[ConcUided  from  last  week.] 

This  general  and  gentle  insipidity  of  tone,  again, 
in  Dr.  Spohr's  first  thoughts,  is  impressed  more 
iheffaceably  on  the  hearer,  in  his  operas  than  in 
his  instrumental  compositions— by  his  mannerism 
— by  his  perpetual  use  of  chromatic  harmonies 
and  progressions — by  one  or  two  favorite  devices 
of  counterpoint  and  accompaniment,  and  by  the 
thickness  (rather  than  richness)  of  the  tissue  in 
■which  he  loves  to  set  his  idea,  be  it  ever  so  minute. 
His  indifference  to  the  te.xt  or  the  humor  of  the 
scene,  is  as  complete  as  it  is  with  the  most  flimsy 
of  the  Italian  opera-makers.  Let  the  situation  be 
ever  so  impassioned,  let  the  stir  and  the  hurry  of 
the  music  have  been  ever  so  significantly  prefaced 
and  prepared  for,  the  climax  never  comes  with 
Dr.  Spohr.  Throughout  the  "  Faust"  and  "  Jes- 
sonda,"  with  all  his  skill,  he  never  manages  either 
to  fascinate  or  to  e.xcite, — but  falls  flat  and  dull ; — 
midway  betwixt  the  melodic  German  opera- 
writers,  of  whom  Mozart  was  the  greatest,  and 
the  sj'mphonic  school  of  stage  composers,  of  whom 
Beethoven  was  the  first.  And  the  attention,  after 
being  once,  twice,  thrice  excited  and  disappointed, 
subsides  into  a  tranquil  acquiescence  with  the  res- 
pectable endowments  of  the  musician  ;  which  in 
its  turn  (with  persons  of  impatient  and  excitable 
spirits)  wanes  into  an  ennui  that  no  reason  can 
combat,  that  no  conviction  can  cure. 

If  as  an  opera-composer  Dr.  Spohr  cannot  be 
acquitted  of  vapidity  and  tediousness  (arising 
from  an  essential  poverty  in  the  dramatic  ele- 
ment,) we  shall  not  find  these  compensated  for  by 
any  e.xtraordinary  gravity  or  grandeur  in  his  sa- 
cred music.  His  melody  is  not  better  in  his  ora- 
torios than  in  his  operas ;  and  his  science  is  more 
conventional — moving  within  still  narrower  limits 
on  sacred  than  on  profane  ground.  In  all  that 
formed  the  delight  of  the  elder  ecclesiastic  writers. 
Dr.  Spohr  shows  himself  at  best  a  timid  and 
pedantic  scholar.  His  fugues  are  lean,  mono- 
tonous, and  undignified;  introduced  frequently 
enough  to  prove  that  he  does  not  hold  with  those 
sceptics  of  the  modern  school  who  decry  fugal 
writing,  as  an  insolent  parade  of  the  periwig — but 
alas  !  never  introduced  without  also  showing  pain- 
ful inferiority  and  lack  of  resource  in  their  maker. 
Curiously  dead  and  stale,  again,  are  Dr.  Spohr's 
recitatives, — singularly  uncouth  to  declaim,  owing 
to  his  immoderate  use  of  chromatic  modulation ; 
and  without  grasp,  or  solemnity,  or  coherence 
with  the  spirit  of  Holy  Writ.  Now  that  the  se- 
duction excited  by  the  manner  of  "The  Last 
Judgment"  has  subsided  among  the  English — now 
that  we  can  separate  the  awe  of  the  subject-  of 
that  oratorio  from  the  enamelled  smoothness  of 
demi-tint  in  which  it  has  been  finished  oft'  by  the 
musical  colourist — we  listen  with  as  much  weari- 
ness as  wonder  to  the  small  and  undignified  voices 
that  narrate  the  tremendous  incidents  of  the 
hour  of  eternal  doom  and  consolation.  The  mez- 
zo-soprano recitative  that  introduces  the  final 
quartet  and  chorus  of  the  First  Part,  the  bass  re- 
citative which,  early  in  the  Second  Part,  prefaces 
the  coming  of  terror,  wrath,  and  destruction,  may 
be  referred  to,  as  justifying,  with  their  timid  and 
unmeaning  feebleness,  a  criticism  which,  without 
instances  cited,  might  be  thought  disrespectful- 
ly severe.     Let  any  one  that  studies  the  union 


of  sound  with  sense  compare  these  with  any  sim- 
ilar pages  by  Handel, — or  with  "  There  were 
Shepherds,"  in  "  The  Messiah  ;"  *  or  with  the 
passage  introducing  Miriam's  song  of  triumph  in 
"  Israel,"  where  the  most  soulless  of  singers  must 
be  upborne,  animated,  and  ennobled  by  the 
phrases  set  down  for  him  to  deliver ; — and  not 
merely  the  mistaken  system,  but  the  powerless- 
ness  and  want  of  poetry  in  the  modern  writer, 
will  reveal  themselves  too  clearly  to  be  question- 
ed. 

StiU  this  "  Last  Judgment"  (of  Dr.  Spohr's 
three  oratorios,  his  first  and  freshest  composition,) 
is  not  to  bo  left  without  a  word  in  hearty  admira- 
tion of  certain  portions  of  it,  which  are  as  sound 
and  as  real  as  the  parts  just  denounced  are  false 
in  tone  and  poor  in  meaning.  The  double  quar- 
tets "  Lord  God  of  Heaven  and  Earth,"  and 
"  Blest  are  the  departed,"  show  Dr.  Spohr  on  his 
highest  ground  as  an  expressive  interpreter  of 
situation — as  combining  pure  vocal  melody  with 
harmonies  of  a  touching  and  holy  solemnity.  In 
these  the  super-sweetness  which  elsewhere  cloys 
us  in  his  writings,  is  felt  less  than  usual — because 
of  the  superior  vigor  and  simplicity  of  the  phrases. 
There  is  something  at  once  gorgeous  and  pathetic 
in  the  effect  produced  by  his  peculiar  combina- 
tion and  alternation  of  the  solo  and  the  choral 
voices.  The  melancholy  grandeur  of  the  evening 
hour,  when  the  wide  western  horizon  is  piled  with 
one  vision  of  cloud-glory  above  another,  as  the 
forms  and  hues  change  and  fade  away,  and  the 
blue  sky  deepens,  when  the  more  splendid  tints 
have  floated  past, — is  recalled  by  this  music — by 
the  funeral  train  especially.  It  is  the  type  and 
perfection  of  Dr.  Spohr's  one  form  of  devotional 
utterance  : — it  keeps  its  place  in  the  mind,  as  a 
hich  thins  among  the  high  things  of  Art,  however 
steadily  the  entire  work,  on  being  more  frequent- 
ly heard  sinks  in  consideration,  loses  interest,  and 
becomes  appreciated  as  the  manufacture  of  one  un- 
select  and  industrious — -with  whom  Opera,  Part- 
song,  Overture  and  Quartet,  all  take  the  same 
physiognomy,  abide  the  same  conduct,  and  all  are 
tamed  and  trained  into  the  same  mechanically- 
constraining  mould  of  structure. 

Such  are  a  few  hints  and  characteristics  of  the 
talent  of  the  patriarch  of  German  musical  com- 
position. They  are  put  forth  merely  as  criticisms 
on  works  before  the  world,  as  such  fair  objects  of 
comparison :  and  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from 
them,  as  foreshowing  the  place  which  the  excellent 
Kapellmeister  of  Cassel  will  hold  in  the  Pantheon 
of  Musicians,  may  be  left  to  those  who  agree  with 
the  justice  of  what  has  been  advanced.  I  have  a 
comfort  in  believing  that  this  chapter  will  never 
reach  those  whom  it  Avould  pain  me  to  pain,  by 
offering  an  appreciation  of  their  idol  so  unflatter- 
ing, and  which  (to  them)  will  seem  so  unfair  and 
irreverent. 


Diary  Abroad.— No.  2. 

Hanover,  Sept.  20. — "  That  this  hitherto  weak  little 
mannikin  should  write  such  a  work,  I  had  not  thought 
it,"  said  Beethoven,  as  he  read  the  score  of  Weber's 
Der  Frfyschiitz,  Whatever  his  astonishment  might  have 
been,  it  could  not  surpass  that  of  the  entire  musical  pub- 
lic of  Europe,  wlien,  after  so  many  years  of  most  com- 
plete failures,  Meyerbeer  accomplished  a  success  lasting 
and   triumphant.'     I   think  of  no  case  quite  parallel. 

*  To  those  desirous  of  examining  further,  may  be  re- 
commended a  comparison  betwixt  the  deeper  portions  of 
Handel's  most  famous  oratorio,  and  Dr.  Spohr's  "  Calva- 
ry," where  the  new  composer  has  not  slirunk  from  set- 
ting the  same  scenes,  nay,  almost  the  same  words,  as  his 
illustrious  predecessor.  And  here,  if  Handel's  thoughts 
vindicate  themselves  the  sublimity  of  their  inspiration, 
Handel's  science  reveals  itself  as  no  less  colossal.  It  is 
remarkable  how  every  vocal  chord  of  the  old  German 
writer  "  draws  blood"  by  the  perfect  skill  with  which  it 
is  combined  and  adapted  for  the  voices  ;  it  is  no  less  ob- 
servable how,  with  the  modern  master,  ignorance  or  dis- 
dain of  the  powers  and  privileges  of  vocal  effect,  de- 
prives the  most  ambitious  of  his  choruses  of  force,  au- 
thority, and  brilliancy.  Strain,  difficulty,  and  confusion 
are  every  wliere — owing  to  the  reckless  want  of  select- 
ness  with  which  the  inner  parts  of  the  vocal  quartet  are 
written.  In  spite  of  the  enormous  means  of  elfect  added 
to  the  orchestra  since  Handel's  time,  whereas  Jus  least  ve- 
hement choruses  strike  us  down  by  their  force,  Spohr's 
most  violent  ones  weary  us  by  their  comparative  impo- 
teuce. 


G  luck's  early  operas,  though  naturally  enough  despised 
by  Handel,  had  still  hero  and  there  made  a  certain  im- 
pression. Von  Weber's  had  found  admirers,  and  though 
old  Winter  is  now  known  by  only  one,  still  we  was  pop- 
ular. But  Meyerbeer  !  here  was  a  man  who  began  con- 
temporaneously with  Weber,  was  his  fellow-stiident 
under  Vogler,  was  the  Thalberg  of  his  day  more  than  a 
generation  since,  who  had  written  opera  after  opera,  only 
to  have  them  hissed  and  laughed  off  the  stage,  until  fi- 
nally all  the  influence  of  his  wealth  and  social  position 
was  insufficient  to  procure  him  a  hearing  in  his  native 
city.  In  Paris,  if  my  authorities  may  be  trusted,  he 
could  only  by  skilful  and  lavish  use  of  money  procure 
the  production  of  a  last,  despairing  elTort,  "  Robert  the 
Devil,"  such  was  the  aversion  of  the  public  to  undergo 
the  infliction  of  this  man's  music  !  And  yet  from  1830 
to  1S50  that  piece  was  one  of  the  three  operas  which  were 
performed  the  greatest  number  of  times  !  I  never  heard 
it  but  once,  and  was  not  much  pleased  with  it,  but  in  the 
"  Prophet,"  which  I  again  heard  last  night,  I  find  one  of 
those  great  master-pieces  which  must  endure  as  long  as 
music  shall  remain  in  any  degree  in  its  present  form  and 
condition.  As  long  as  Mozart,  Gluck,  Weber  and  Beet- 
hoven's operas  are  played,  so  long  must  the  "  Pro- 
phet" hold  its  place  upon  the  stage.  Strange  that  it 
took  him  so  long  to  find  the  right  path !  But  Walter  Scott 
is  a  somewhat  similar  instance  in  literature,  with  this 
dilference,  that  he  had  not  spent  years  in  writing  fail- 
ures. 

The  opera  house  of  this  small  capital,  (numbering 
some  40,000  inhabitants)  appears  to  me  a  real  triumph, 
it  is  so  neat,  handsome,  comfortable,  and  so  capitally 
adapted  to  music;  and,  as  to  the  performance,  though  no 
singer  of  world-wide  reputation, — no  Sontag,  Lind,  no 
Alboni — took  part,  it  was  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  I 
ever  attended.  The  orchestra  numbered  about  forty- 
four,  a  woman  playing  the  harp  accompaniments,  and 
JIarschner, — a  name  known  with  us  too, — conducted. 
I  had  smiled  at  being  told  that  this  is  the  best  orchestra 
in  Germany,  but  I  declare,  when  I  came  to  hear  these 
very  difficult  accompaniments  given  with  all  their  lights 
and  shades,  and  all  the  changing  varieties  of  expression, 
in  such  absolute  perfection,  I  ceased  to  wonder  at  the 
pride  of  the  Hanoverians  in  their  "  Kapelle."  An  or- 
chestra though,  in  which  Joachim  plays  regularly  as  a 
subordinate,  cannot  easily  be  bad  !  Then  the  chorus, 
numbering  about  as  many  as  the  orchestra,  was  drilled 
to  an  excellence  of  performance  which  left  no  room  for 
complaint.  The  scenery,  too,  was  most  appropriate  and 
worked  admirably.  The  solo-singers  were  all  good, 
though  neither  the  Fides  nor  the  Bertha  were  drawn  to 
their  lodgings  after  the  play  by  a  team  of  two-legged 
asses,  and  though  nobody  paid  $250  for  tlie  first 
choice  of  seats.  Everything  was  done  well,  and  the 
result  was  that  Meyerbeer's  opera  was  a  complete  work, 
all  the  parts  in  harmony,  and  a  large  audience  listened 
to  it  with  satisfaction  and  delight.  Probably  the  money 
that  the  entire  performance  cost  would  not  have  paid  a 
pair  of  stars  at  the  Broadway  or  Howard, — and  yet  what 
an  immeasurable  difference  in  the  amount  of  enjoy- 
ment! 

-Weber  always  said  that  Meyerbeer  had  the  necessary 
talent  and  genius  to  accomplish  great  things,  bnt  he  made 
his  fame  and  went  to  his  rest  without  seeing  his  opinions 
of  him  confirmed.  I  do  not  mean  above  to  rank  '  The 
Prophet'  with  '  Don  Juan'  .and  '  Fidelio,'  but  to  put  it 
among  the  great  works  which  tlie  world  will  not  willing- 
ly let  die.  The  purely  dramatic  character  of  the  music, 
every  note  of  whicli  must  have  been  written  with  the 
stage  efl'ect  in  view,  unfits  it  for  the  most  part  for  the 
concert  room,  and  those  who  have  heard  it  only  there,  or 
inadequately  given  upon  the  stage,  can  hardly  he  able  to 
appreciate  its  real  beauties.  The  subject  charms  me,  as 
it  makes  the  progress  of  the  action  and  catastrophe  de- 
pend upon  filial  aflfection  instead  of  the  worn-out  pas- 
sion of  sexual  love.  Beethoven  has  shown  in  his  im- 
mortal musical  painting  of  connubial  love  in  '  Fidelio' 
how  noble  and  tender  a  husband  he  would  have  made, 
and  I  can  never  listen  to  the  music  of  John  of  Leyden 
and  his  mother,  witliout  thinking  that  the  mother  of 
Meyerbeer  must  have  been  blest  in  her  son.  But  beauti- 
fully as  this  music  expresses  maternal  and  filial  affection, 
away  from  the  stage  scene  in  which  it  occurs  it  seems  to 
me  to  become  dead,  or  like  a  portion  of  a  beautiful  ora- 
tion heard   apart  from  its  proper  connection.     I  am 
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seldom  so  moved  as  by  passages  in  this  opera.  The  coMt 
stant  crash  of  brass  which  we  have  learned  to  think  ne- 
cessary to  operd  is  not  heard ;  instead  of  this  the  most 
beanliful  and  touching  combinations  of  instruments 
continually  occur,  and  the  treatment  of  the  voice  seems 
to  me  of  a  very  high  order.  Would  that  my  friends  at 
home  could  hear  this  once  adequately  given,  and  in  a 
language  which  would  give  the  key  to  the  music  by 
being  understood  !  Until  it  is  thus  heard  no  fair  judg- 
ment can  be  passed  upon  "  The  Prophet."  When  music 
is  heard  as  the  composer  designed,  judgment  is  easy,  but 
not  before.  Mozart's  Requiem  is  the  Requiem  only 
when  he.ard  in  the  church,  performed  as  a  solemn  service 
for  the  dead,  and  then  even  the  most  confirmed  enemy 
of  Catholicism  must  be  moved. 
Long  live  Meyerbeer  ! 

DussELDORF,  Oct.  6. — Lastnightwe  came  to  Haram, 
and  as  it  was  not  very  far  from  Hamm  to  Munster,  and 
as  our  two  heads  are  rather  full  of  "  John  of  Leyden" 
and  his  doings,  we  concluded  to  sleep  at  the  latter  place, 
which  we  did.  This  morning  in  the  rain  we  looked  at 
the  church,  on  the  tower  of  which  we  saw  the  iron 
cages  in  which  the  prophet's  body  and  those  of  his  com- 
panions were  exposed  to  rot,  and  afterwards  went  to  the 
cathedral,  which  is  not  represented  on  the  stage  in  the 
crowning  scene  of  the  opera  as  it  should  be.  Well, 
mass  was  performing — a  mass  with  no  music  but  the 
organ — but  such  organ  playing  !  It  was  worth  the  ride 
to  Munster  just  to  hear  it.  Who  he  was,  or  what  was 
his  name,  I  know  not,  but  it  did  me  a  power  of  good. 
At  10  A.  M.,  we  left  for  Diisseldorf,  coming  ma  Elber- 
feld,  as  I  knew  of  old  that  the  other  route  is  most  te- 
dious and  uninteresting — this  one,  one  of  exceeding  in- 
terest, passing  as  it  does  along  the  valley  of  the  Wipper, 
until  a  deep  cut  brings  us  most  suddenly  upon  the  brow 
of  a  ridge,  whence  like  a  flash  of  lightning  the  Rhine 
valley,  to  the  Siebengeberge,  forty  miles  away,  burst 
upon  the  view. 

On  reaching  Diisseldorf  the  first  question  was  as  to  the 
opera.  "  The  Projjhet!"  So,  well,  we  imisi  see  that.  A 
fellow  traveller  had  told  us  so  much  of  the  opera  here 
that  we  were  not  a  little  curious  to  see  it — to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  desire  to  hear  that  work  again.  We  could 
not  but  laugh  when  we  came  to  compare  the  little  thea- 
tre well  filled,  the  little  audience  well  willed,  and  the  lit- 
tle personnel  well  skilled,  with  Samuel's  descrip- 
tions. And  yet  the  result  was  gratifying.  The  scenery 
brought  back  the  town  where  we  breakfasted  so  well 
that  we  could  point  out  the  hotel,  and  the  music  was 
really  very  well  given;  But  why  did  they  try  to  give 
the  skating  scene  with  six  men  and  one  girl  1  and  why 
did  they  try  to  imitate  the  rising  sun  with  a  small  loco- 
motive reflector  7  Little  folks  should  not  try  too  great 
things.  On  the  whole  however  we  had  new  proof  this 
evening  how  much  real  musical  enjoyment  there  can  be 
in  a  little  theatre,  where  the  money  is  spent  in  producin<T 
a  work  in  your  own  language,  with  more  regard  to  its  ef- 
fect as  a  whole  than  to  the  production  of  a  few  star 
solos.    Vive  la  Common  Sense  ! 

18ifi. — Again,  Vive  la  Common  Sense  !  Here  in  this 
little  city  of  Bonn,  with  its  dozen  thousand  inhabitants,  I . 
have  really  enjoyed  an  opera.  The  company  at  Cologne 
frequently  plays  here  on  off  nights,  "cutting  the  gar- 
ment according:  to  the  cloth  ;"  and  this  evening  we  had 
the  "  Daughter  of  the  Regiment,"  which,  for  aught  I 
could  see,  is  just  as  good  done  up  so  in  12mo.,  as  in  grand 
folio  at  Berlin.  1  enjoyed  it  amazingly.  It  was  in  an  un- 
derstandable tongue,  and  though  all  was  on  a  small  scale, 
orchestra,  chorus  and  so  forth,  still  all  was  carefully 
produced  and  well  done.  The  "  Daughter"  was  a  Frau 
Marra,  from  Vienna,  her  voice  rather  weak,  but  her  sing- 
ing perfectly  beautiful.  Wiggle  was  at  a  discount,  and 
her  clear  and  smoothly  sustained  tones,  truly  delicious. 
It  is  one  of  my  pleasant  recollections  of  the  Handel  and 
Haydn  Society  that  the  solo  music  there,  during  my  ex- 
perience, was  never  murdered  by  women  singing  with  a 
pea  in  their  throats.  I  begin  to  feel  most  sympatheti- 
ically  Hoffman's  hatred  for  the  wiggle-style,  and  to 
share  in  his  enthusiasm  for  pure  sustained  even  notes, 
such  as  I  heard  last  Sunday  morning  in  the  Cologne  Ca- 
thedral. "  Twinkle,  twinkle,  little  star,"  as  much  as  you 
please,  but  when  ye,  morning  stars,  sing  together,  if  your 
singing  is  like  your  shining,  it  must  make  a  confounded 
funny  music. 


Uttsit   Jiftr^aK 


E^ngland. 

London. — Two  of  the  leading  musical  societies,  the 
New  Philharmonic  (orchestral,)  and  the  Harmonic 
Union  (choral,)  have  united  under  the  banner  of  the 
former.  The  Bach  Society  have  been  rehearsing  for 
another  public  performance  of  the  Passions- Musik,  with 
Mr.  Sterndale  Bennett  for  conductor.  M.  Jullien  ap- 
pears to  be  the  first  concert-giver  in  the  field.  His  an- 
nouncement of  his  first  appearance  since  his  return  from 
America,  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  Drury  Lane,  for  one 
month,  commencing  October  30th,  is  a  curiosity.  The 
following  paisage  embodies  this  great  savanVs  report 
upon  the  new  world ; 

"  During  his  late  journey  in  the  United  States,  M.  Jul- 
lien has  found  that  while  the  Arts  of  Literature,  Sculp- 
ture, and  Painting  have  been  well  cared  for  in  that  great 
country,  the  Science  of  Music  has  also  received  its  share 
of  encouragement  and  support,  and  has  been  fostered 
by  the  establishment  of  Musical  Institutions,  which  do 
not  yield  even  to  those  of  Europe,  either  in  the  excel- 
lence of  their  arrangements  or  the  magnitude  of  their 
operations.  In  these  Institutions  every  advantage  has 
been  taken  of  the  talents  of  that  vast  influx  of  Italian, 
German,  French,  and  English  Professors  who  constantly 
visit  the  United  States  ;  but  at  the  same  time  M.  Jullien 
has  found  many  instances  of  rare  musical  genius  among 
native  artists,  while  a  vast  amount  of  pure  and  charming 
melodies  exist,  springing  from  sources  entirely  American. 
M.  Jullien  has  lost  no  opportunity  of  collecting  these 
most  interesting  native  melodies,  but  at  the  same  time 
has  not  failed  to  possess  himself  of  several  truly  classical 
works  by  native  American  composers.  In  fact,  M.  Jul- 
lien trusts  that  his  anticipations  of  1852  will  be  realized, 
and  that  his  American  Tour  will  not  only  have  proved 
a  source  of  profit  and  gratification  to  himself,  but  a  means 
of  providing  some  future  entertainment  for  his  kind  and 
liberal  patrons  in  this  country." 

Foremost  upon  his  programme  are  emblazoned  the  "A- 
merican  Quadrille,"  the  "  Sledge  Polka,"  the  "  Katy- 
did," the  "  Mississippi  Galop,"  and  the  *'  New  York  Fire- 
man's Quadrille."  His  list  of  artists  includes  Mme. 
Anna  Thillon,  Sig.  Robbio,  ("  pupil  of  Paganini,")  besides 
Kcenig,  Bottesini,  and  many  of  his  old  stars.  Among  the 
attractions  of  the  Promenade  portion  of  the  house  is 
the  Reading  Room,  where  may  be  found  all  the  English 
papers,  besides  *'  Irish,  Scotch,  German,  American,  Ital- 
ian, Dutch,  Chinese,  Australian,  New  Zealand,  Ionian, 
Canadian^  &c.,  newspapers  and  magazines." 

Manchester. — A  series  of  sixty  nights  of  Opera, 
both  German  and  Italian,  is  in  progress  here.  The  prin- 
cipal singers  were  those  engaged  at  Drury  Lane  for  two 
summers  past;  viz  :  Mmes.  Caradori,  Heinrich,  Sedlat- 
zek,  Rudersdorff,  Mile.  Agnes  Biiry,  Herren  Reichardt, 
Formes,  Zelger,  &c.,  and  Signori  Octave  Benedetti  and 
Fortini.  That  fine  classical  musician  and  pianist,  Charles 
HalU,  is  the  conductor.  Among  the  operas  thus  far 
given  have  been  La  Sonnambula,  Norma,  Lucia  di  Lam- 
mermoor,  Der  Freyschiitz,  La  Favorita ;  Mozart's  Se- 
raglio and  ZauherfiMe ;  Fidelio ;  Lucrezia  BorgiOj  II 
Barbiere,  &.C.,  &-c.  Mme.  Caradori  in  Donizetti's,  and 
Mme.  Riidersdorff  in  Beethoven's  Leonora,  are  much 
praised. 

The  Classical  Chamber  Music  Society  is  preparing  for 
its  third  season  at  the  Town  Hall,  for  which  Hall^  has 
engaged  Ernst,  Molique  and  Piatti.  The  "  Lancashire 
Choral  Union,"  consisting  of  nine  young  men  and  a  boy, 
have  been  attracting  considerable  attention  by  their  con- 
certs. They  were  assisted  by  solo  singers,  among  others 
a  Miss  Megson,  pupil  of  Mrs.  Wood  (once  so  popular  in 
America,)  who,  with  her  husband,  resides  in  Manchester 
and  teaches  singing.  The  pupil  is  declared  worthy  of 
the  teacher.  Mr.  Henry  Russell  chanteth  still  of  '  ma- 
niacs' and  *  old  arm  chairs'  and  '  ivy  g-reen.' 

Bradford. — Mr.  Wilham  Jackson  delivered  a  lecture 
on  the  music  of  Handel,  illustrated  vocally  and  instru- 
mentally  by  the  members  of  the  Bradford  Choral  So- 
ciety. 

Brighton. — The  Orchestral  Union,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Mr.  H.  Blagrove,  and  conducted  by  Mr.  A.  Mel- 
Ion,  have  been  giving  concerts,  consisting  of  overtures, 
solos,  &c.  The  orchestra  is  pronounced  excellent,  as 
also  the  singer,  Mrs.  Newton  Frodsham,  who  assists. 

Bath. — Mr.  H.  Simms's  concert  took  place  on  Satur- 
day morning  at  the  Assembly-rooms,  and  was  well  at- 
tended. Mrs.  Enderssohn,  Mrs.  Lockey,  Mr.  Lockey,  Mr. 
Hobbs,  and  Mr.  H.  Phillips,  Madame  Clara  Novello,  and 


Mr.  Sims  Reeves  were  the  vocalists.  Mme.  Clara  No- 
vello sang  Verdi's  "  Ernani,  Ernani  involami,"  with  an 
ease  that  quite  electrified  the  audience.  Mr,  Sims 
Reeves's  chef  d'muvre  on  this  occasion  was  Beethoven's 
Adelaida.  He  sang  it  with  a  finished  excellence  of  tone 
and  manner  that  might,  indeed,  be  called  "  perfect." 
Every  note  proclaimed  him  an  artist  in  the  highest  sense 
of  the  word.  In  Frank  Mori's  new  National  Song, 
"  England  and  Victory,"  Mr.  Sims  Reeves  elicited  thun- 
ders of  applause.  Some  favorite  glees,  etc.,  were  admi- 
rably sung  by  Mesdames  Endersoha  and  Lockey,  and 
Messrs.  Lockey,  Hobbs,  and  H.  Phillips. 

Reading. — Mesdames  Clara  Novello  and  Looky,  and 
Mrs.  Endersohn,  and  Messrs.  Sims  Reeves,  Hatton, 
Henry  Phillips  have  been  giving  concerts.  Mme.  Clara 
Novello  was  well  received,  and  was  very  successful  in 
her  well-kno'wn  chef-d'ceuvre  "  Lidi  amati."  Mr.  Sims 
Reeves,  was,  as  usual,  magnificent  both  in  his  solo  and 
concerted  pieces;  and  in  Hatton's  ballad,  "Good-bye, 
Sweetheart,"  he  was  rapturously  encored.  Mr.  Hatton 
gave  the  "  Harmonious  blacksmith  "  as  a  pianoforte  solo, 
and  sang  the  "  Little  fat,  grey  man." 


Paris. 

The  flight  of  Cruvelli  is  explained.  We  copy  from 
an  English  paper : 

It  is  not  true,  as  has  been  asserted,  that  she  has  taken 
flight  because  her  name  did  not  appear  on  the  bills  en 
vidette ;  neither  is  it  true  that  she  has  sacrificed  her  lu- 
crative engagement  in  Paris  for  a  still  more  lucrative 
engagement  in  America.  She  has  bolted  for  other  and 
far  more  feminine  reasons — for  nothing  less  than  an  af- 
fair of  the  heart.  It  appears  that  at  the  same  time  with 
Mile.  Cruvelli,  and,  to  all  appearance,  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, has  also  disappeared  the  young  Baron  Vigier,  a 
well-known  Parisian,  and,  it  is  said,  the  happy  couple 
are  now  safely  ensconced  in  that  terrestrial  paradise — 
Brussels.  The  wonder  is  why  they  should  have  thought 
it  worth  while  to  run  away  from  Paris,  that  being  the 
place  where  over-ardent  lovers  generally  run  to.  The 
reason  alleged  is  this : — The  lady,  who  is  as  deeply  en- 
amoured as  the  gentleman,  insisted  that  marriage  should 
crown  their  mutual  happiness;  and  as  the  lover  is  a 
mere  youth — considerably  younger,  indeed,  than  the 
lady — it  appears  that  they  have  gone  to  Brussels  for  the 
purpose  of  making  their  union  indissoluble.  The  young 
man  has  an  mimense  fortune. 

So,  says  the  Musical  World,  she  is  "  no  longer  Mile. 
Sophie  CruveUi ;  but  a  high  dame,  rejoicing  in  a  title 
and  a  princely  fortune."  The  loss  to  Art  must  be  greatly 
felt. 

Cruvelli's  desertion  of  the  opera  deranged  all  the 
plans  for  the  production  of  MM.  Scribe  and  Verdi's  new 
opera  ("  King  Lear "),  and  Verdi  has  withdrawn  his 
score.  Of  M.  Gounod's  new  opera,  a  correspondent  of 
the  London  Musical  World  writes : 

To  tell  you  plain  truth— the  Nbnne  Sanglante  \i  a 
great  falling  off  from  Snpplio,  the  first  operatic  attempt 
of  M.  Gounod.  If  that  was  heavy,  this  was  insupport- 
able. The  piece  is  the  worst  to  which  M.  Scribe  has 
ever  permitted  his  market-name  to  be  allied ;  and  the 
music  has  nothing  in  it  whatever  but  a  sort  of  preten- 
tious dulness.  The  scenery  and  decorations  were  good, 
but  the  singing  was  for  the  most  part  indifferent.  M. 
Gueymard  is  screaming  his  voice  away,  and  will  soon 
have  none  left.  Miles.  Poinsot,  Wertheiraber,  and  Dussy, 
are  all  "so  so;"  and  MM.  Depassio  and  Merly  are  of  the 
BoiTani  school,  once  formidable  at  Druiy. 

A  Compliment  to  Madame  Bosio. — Speaking  of  the 
re-epening  of  the  Italian  Theatre  at  Paris,  Mr.  Gaillardet . 
says: 

"  The  honors  of  the  evening  were  for  Mme.  Bosio,  who 
performed  the  part  of  Semiramide,  and  gained  a  brilliant 
triumph.  The  skilful  critic.  Hector  Berlioz,  says  in  the 
Journal  des  Debats,  that  there  is  not  in  Europe  a  voice  of 
fairer  quality,  more  sweet  yet  penetrating,  than  that  of 
Madame  Bosio,  who,  as  he  adds,  is  called  to  enjoy  the 
heritage  of  Madame  Sontag.  This  opinion  is  so  gen- 
ral,  that  the  management  of  the  Grand  Opera,  grieved 
at  losing  Mme.  Bosio,  has  requested  her,  through  the 
minister  of  State,  in  person,  to  sing  both  at  the  Theatre 
Italien  and  Grand  Opera.  Madame  Bosio  has  demanded 
two  thousand  francs  per  night,  and  she  will  probably  get 
them." 

The  annual  distribution  of  prizes  at  the  Academie 
des  Beaux-Arts  has  taken  place. 

The  proceedings  opened  with  the  performance  of  an 
overture  by  M,  Chalot,  formerly  a  pupil  and  laureat  of 
the  Academy.  M.  Hal^vy,  who  has  lately  succeeded 
M.  Raoul  Rochette  as  perpetual  secretary,  then  read  a 
report  on  the  various  works  sent  by  the  pupils  main- 
tained by  the  Academy  at  Rome.  These  gentlemen 
are  all  severely  censured,  with  the  exception  of  the 
musicians,  especially  M.  Cohen,  whose  Mass  is  highly 
praised.  M.  Ambroise  Thomas  afterwards  distributed 
the  prizes.  In  the  musical  department,  the  first  prize 
was  gained  by  M.  Barthe,  pupil  of  M.  Leborne,  for  a 
Cantata,  and  the  second,  by  M.  Delannoy,  pupil  of  M. 
Hal(;vy.  M.  Hal^vy  read  a  memoir  of  M.  Fontaine, 
and  the  business  of  the  day  was  concluded  with  the 
performance  of  M.  Barthe's  Cantata,  interpreted  by 
Mile.  Lefebre,  MM.  BonnehiSe  and  Boulo. 
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Germany. 

Berlin. — Mme.  Roster,  (after  a  long  absence)  and 
Johanna  Wagner  are  the  stars  at  the  Royal  Opera 
House.  The  former  has  appeared  as  the  Countess  in  Le 
Nozzi  di  Figaro  and  Donna  Anna  in  Don  Juan;  the 
latter  as  Fides  in  Le  Propliete.  The  king's  birthday  was 
celebrated  by  a  performance  of  Gluck's  "  Orpheus  and 
Eurydice,"  ushered  in  by  Weber's  "  Jubilee  overture," 
Johanna  Wagner  was  much  applauded  in  the  character 
of  Orpheus^  as  were  Mme.  Koster  as  Eurydice,  aud  Mme. 
Herrenburger  as  Amor.  There  was  also  a  grand  con- 
cert in  the  palace  of  Sans-Souci,  at  Potsdam,  at  which 
the  Royal  Domchor,  under  Herr  Neithardt,  sang  Robert 
SFranz's  beautiful  Kyrie,  a  GraduaU  by  Shiitlky,  various 
Lieder  by  Mendelssohn,  Esser  and  Taubert,  and  one  for 
male  voices  by  Abt.  Dr.  KuUak,  pianist  to  the  king,  ac- 
companied on  the  piano;  among  the  instrumentalists 
were  Sig.  Bazzini,  and  Vivier,  with  his  horn. 

The  Konigliche  Capelle  have  given  a  concert  for  the 
sufferers  by  the  inundations  in  Silesia.  Mad.  Herrenbur- 
ger sang  an  air  by  Mozart,  with  obligato  piano-forte  ac- 
companiment. The  second  part  of  the  programme  com- 
prised the  music  of  Beethoven's  Egmoni,  Herr  Hen- 
dricks speaking  the  words  and  Mad.  Herrenburger  sing- 
ing the  vocal  music.  The  VaterUindischer  Verein  gave 
a  concert  on  the  14th  inst.  A  young  lady  from  Stock- 
hoim,  Mdlle.  Loogren,  sang  two  airs  and  several  Swe-. 
dish  songs,  with  a  success  which  promises  well,  although 
the  songs,  popularities  of  Jenny  Lind,  are  at  present  be- 
yond her  powers. 

Liebig's  orchestra  lately  gave  the  first  of  a  series  of 
classical  concerts.  The  programme  included  Haydn's 
symphony  in  D  major,  and  Beethoven's  in  C  major,  as 
well  as  the  latter  composer's  overture,  Zur  Weihe  dei 
Houses. 

The  violinist,  Herr  Bazzini,  proves  attractive  at  Kroll's 
theatre,  where  a  new  tenor,  Herr  Castelli,  has  produced 
a  favorable  impression  as  Elvino,  in  La  Sonnambula. 

Leipzig. — At  the  second  Gewandhaus  Concert  Schu- 
mann's Symphony  in  B  fiat  was  performed.  Miss  Stab- 
bach,  from  London,  sang  English  ballads,  besides  songs 
by  Mozart,  Haydn,  and  Sterndale  Bennet,  William 
Kriiger,  a  young  pianist,  played  a  piece  by  Stephen  Hel- 
ler, and  another  written  by  himself. 

Halle, — A  grand  concert  was  given  on  the  7th  inst. 
in  the  theatre  by  Herr  Thieme,  assisted  by  all  the  local 
Manner gesangvereine,  and  the  two  Mttslkchdre  of  Herren 
John  Tittmann.  The  first  part  included  a  symphonic 
fantasia  for  full  orchestra,  by  HerrW.  Tschirsch,  as  well 
as  a  dramatic  cantata,  "Der  Sangerkampf,"  by  the  same 
composer,  who  conducted  his  works  himself.  The  sec- 
ond part  consisted  of  Weber's  pianoforte  concerto  in  F 
minor,  performed  by  Madame  Tischner,  and  a  grand 
double  chorus  for  male  voices  from  Herr  Wagner's  Lohen- 
grin: 
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Concerts  of  the  Week, 
I.  Mendelssohn  Choral  Society. 
The  music  of  the  "  Widow  of  Nain"  does  not 
become  greater  on  acquaintance.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  second  or  "  Hosanna"  chorus,  there 
is  not  one  that  is  really  grand,  or  that  bids  fair  to 
live  on  in  the  memory  by  any  marked  originality. 
The  operatic  character  of  the  oratorio  becomes 
even  more  prominent  on  a  second  hearing,  and 
multifarious  suggestions  of  Rossini,  Haydn,  Spohr, 
Weber,  &c.,  &c.,  continually  cross  the  mind  as  the 
work  proceeds.  Yet  it  has  no  lack  of  beauties 
and  of  effects  skilfully  produced,  no  lack  of  me- 
lody and  of  rich  harmonious  setting.  On  the  whole, 
speaking  of  Lindpaintner's  composition  in  itself, 
we  see  no  cause  to  qualify  what  was  said  last 
week;  and  the  impression  thus  far  received  is 
quite  in  harmony  with  what  we  understand  to 
be  the  received  opinion  of  Lindpaintner's  music 
generally  abroad.  For  instance  one  says  :  "  It 
has  no  decided  school,  but  may  be  said  to  mingle 
the  characteristics  of  Weber  and  Spohr  with  the 
light,  brilliant,  ad  caplandum  manner  of  the 
French.     The  melange  is  of  itself  highly  agreea- 


ble," &c.      (See  notice  of  Lindpaintner  in  Vol. 
III.  page  1 2  of  this  Journal.) 

But  of  the  performance,  both  of  that  and  the 
entire  programme,  on  Sunday  evening,  (though 
the  long  rain  made  the  Music  Hall  painfully 
empty,)  we  can  speak  only  in  terms  of  rare  satis- 
faction. It  was  no  fault  of  chorus,  orchestra,  or 
solo-singers  that  time,  if  the  "  Widow  of  Nain" 
did  not  make  its  mark  upon  what  audience  were 
assembled.  The  wood  instruments  of  the  orches^ 
tra  were  in  better  tune,  and  the  brass  less  over- 
powering, and  every  thing  went  smoothly  and  ef- 
fectively from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
coacert. 

The  First  Part  was  more  interesting  than  be- 
fore. It  was  delightfully  opened  by  Gluck's  no- 
ble overture  to  "  Iphigenia  in  Aulis,"  which  re- 
ceived excellent  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the 
orchestra,  under  the  conductorship  of  Mr.  Eck- 
HARDT ;  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  edifying 
of  overtures  for  a  miscellaneous  sacred  concert, 
or  for  any  other  in  which  an  audience  is  to  be 
prepared  for  the  higher  influences  of  music.  Then 
came  a  brief,  strong,  soul-stirring  Choral  from 
Mendelssohn's  "  St.  Paul :"  Sleepers,  awake  !  &c. 
It  was  grandly  given  by  the  two  hundred  voices, 
and  the  effect  of  the  strong  trumpets  and  trom- 
bones, in  the  intervals  of  the  verses,  blazing  up 
through  the  common  chord  intervals,  brighter  and 
brighter,  was  splendid  and  inspiring.  Here  was 
a  master's  use  of  all  these  loud  powers  of  the  or- 
chestra, in  a  way  not  to  crush  and  smother,  but 
to  complete  the  intention  of  the  whole. 

Next  came  a  succession  of  vocal  solos,  of  a 
character,  all  of  them,  to.  illustrate  the  progress 
which  has  been  made  of  late  in  the  development 
of  native  voices,  and  the  artistic  culture  of  young 
native  talent.  Of  eight  voices,  which  appeared 
in  solo,  including  the  quartet  in  the  "  Widow  of 
Nain,"  all  were  of  home  origin,  (mostly  of  home 
growth,)  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Arthurson. 
And  all  were  superior,  all  such  as  a  cultivated 
taste  can  listen  to  with  real  pleasure,  such  as  ma- 
terially contribute  to  illustrate  the  power  and 
beauty  of  those  high  styles  of  music.  Indeed, 
considering  there  were  none  of  the  great  vocal 
"  stars"  employed,  we  cannot  remember  so  unex- 
ceptionably  good  an  assemblage  of  solo-singers  in 
any  of  our  oratorio  concerts. 

Mr  Wetherbee  gave  the  Grand  Scena :  "  Fall 
of  Zion,"  by  Paisiello,  a  very  elaborate  bass 
song,  requiring  a  good  deal  of  long-winded  exe- 
cution, now  declamatory  and  now  in  long  and 
rapid  roulades,  in  a  masterly  manner.  His  style 
is  always  refined  and  forcible,  his  intonation 
just,  and  method  faultless.  We  could  wish  some- 
times a  little  more  animation  and  a  little  more 
strength  or  weight  of  tone  ;  particularly  in  the 
deeper  notes,  which,  in  the  effort  to  fill  that  vast 
space,  partook  a  little  of  the  tremolo  ;  but  the 
higher  tones  were  uniformly  fine  and  round  and 
musical,  of  a  quality  singularly  attractive. 

Mrs.  Long  has  a  soprano  of  a  remarkably 
clear,  bright,  penetrating  quality,  flexible  and 
evenly  developed,  which  told  with  great  power 
in  the  trumpet  song  from  Handel's  "  Samson," 
Let  the  hrighi  Seraphim,  &c.  The  piece  was  well 
studied,  each  effect  well  prepared,  and  the  whole 
as  brilliantly  executed  as  it  was  intelligently  con- 
ceived. 

Mr.  AETnuRBON's  sweet  and  delicate  tenor, 
and  refined,  expressive  style  of  singing,  never  have 
found  better  sphere  than  in  the  beautiful  air  from 


Handel's  "  Solomon,"  What  though  I  trace  each 
herb  and  flower,  &c.  It  was  a  positive  addition 
to  our  sweetest  treasures  of  sacred  song. 

Mrs.  Wentworth  (like  Mrs.  Long)  sang 
this  time  only  once,  and  again  from  Ilandel,  but 
a  song  better  suited  to  her  powers  than  before, 
namely :  Angels  ever  bright  and  fair.  It  was 
rendered  with  all  the  silvery  purity  and  flexibility 
and  neatness  which  mark  her  singing.  Miss 
BoTHAMLT  repeated  the  Jnflammalus,  with  cho- 
rus, and  with  as  much  power  as  before.  Her 
faults  seem  chiefly  technical,  such  as  a  little  more 
study  may  remedy  —  careless  pronunciation,  for 
instance,  and  an  occasional  want  of  aplomb  and 
certainty ;  but  her  advantages,  intrinsic  in  voice 
and  soul,  are  rare  and  positive,  such  as  win  one 
to  more  than  the  present  pleasure  of  the  singing, 
and  make  one  feel  that  here  is  to  be,  or  should 
be,  a  singer  of  the  true  stamp.  The  voice,  as 
sympathetic  as  it  is  rich  and  round  and  sweet 
and  resonant,  wins  more  and  more  upon  us ;  and 
there  is  something  there  behind  the  voice,  which 
looks  out  also  through  the  face  and  manner,  and 
seems  as  if  quite  sure  some  day  to  need  and  sure 
to  have  that  voice's  fullest  utterance.  May  it 
prove  no  idle  dream !  This  lady's  powers  were 
kept  in  constant  requisition  throughout  the  orato- 
rio that  followed. 

It  remains  to  render  equal  acknowledgment  to 
the  fine,  musical  contralto  of  Miss  Twichell, 
and  her  judicious  and  efiective  use  of  it  in  the 
"  Widow  of  Nain,"  (so  far  as  so  lacrymose  and  un- 
grateful a  piece  would  allow  it)  in  her  song: 
Weep  on;  also  to  the  two  gentlemen,  (Mr.  Ad- 
ams and  Mr.  Mozart,)  whose  tenor  and  bass 
blended  so  satisfactorily  in  the  quartets. 

The  storm  of  that  night  leaves  the  society  en- 
titled to  a  better  opportunity,  which  they  seek  by 
a  repetition  of  the  concert  in  the  Music  Hall  this 
(Saturday)  evening. 

II.    Mr.  S.  H.  Millard. 

With  a  room  full  of  invited  guests,  lovers 
of  music,  of  both  sexes,  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  this  gentleman  sing  a  few  pieces,  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  in  the  Messrs.  Chickering'a 
saloon.  It  was  a  simple  and  graceful  way  of 
giving  his  friends  an  opportunity  of  witnessing 
the  results  of  a  three  years'  Italian  schooling  of 
the  naturally  fine  tenor  voice  which  our  young 
townsman  went  abroad  to  cultivate.  In  instru- 
mental Art  we  had  already  witnessed  two  in- 
stances of  Boston  talent  ripened  under  the  best 
influences  of  Germany,  namely  William  Ma- 
son, and  James  C.  D.  Parker,  more  than 
meeting  expectation  and  taking  their  place 
among  artists  by  virtue  of  undeniable  artistic 
ability.  And  now  comes  a  third,  from  Italy,  with 
a  voice  perfected  by  Italian  methods,  and  a  mas- 
ter of  the  true  Italian  school  of  song. 

All  were  delighted  with  the  ripe  beauty  of 
Millard's  voice.  It  is  not  a  robust  tenor,  and  not 
of  great  compass,  being  rather  weak  in  the  lower 
notes.  But  in  the  pure,  musical,  far-reaching 
quality  of  the  upper  tones,  and  in  the  artistic 
manner  in  which  each  tone  is  produced,  pro- 
longed, subdued  or  swelled,  we  can  recall  no 
light  tenor  in  any  of  the  Italian  troupes  that  have 
sung  here  with  more  pleasure.  His  style  is  ex- 
tremely finished  and  tasteful,  and  he  husbands 
his  vocal  strength  with  that  economy  which  makes 
a  little  go  a  great  way.  In  look  and  air  and 
manner,  as  in  voice  and  method,  Mr.  Millard 
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seems  like  an  Italian  artist,  only  without  any  of 
the  Italian  exaggeration.  All  was  chaste  and 
pure  and  simple,  and  what  ornaments  there 
were,  were  well-placed,  finished  and  symmetrical. 
The  pieces  were  four:  one  from  Mercadante, 
one  from  Verdi,  one  (in  English)  from  "  Elijah  :" 
If  with  all  your  hearts,  &c.,  and  the  fourth  a 
simple  romanza  of  his  own. 

We  cannot  doubt  Mr  Millard  will  be  a  delight- 
ful concert  singer,  and  we  trust  we  ai'e  to  enjoy 
his  talent  in  some  of  the  higher  concerts  and  ora- 
torios of  the  season.  With  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Arthurson,  we  have  not  had  his  equal  in  these 
fields.  By  his  card,  too,'in  another  column,  it 
will  be  seen  that  he  proposes  to  teach  the  art  of 
singing  in  this  citj'.  No  one  present  at  this  little 
matinee  can  doubt  his  thorough  qualification  for 
the  task. 

Native  vocal  talent  is  decidedly  the  musical 
topic  of  the  week.  What  with  this  little  affair 
and  the  oratorio  on  Sunday  we  have  had  a  plenti- 
ful exhibition  of  that  same.  We  are  to  have  still 
more.  Mr  Millard  designs  to  give  a  public  con- 
cert in  a  week  or  two,  when  he  will  give  us  the 
pleasure  of  hearing,  besides  himself,  two  of  our 
young  and  fresh  sopranos,  of  remarkable  promise, 
who  have  not  yet  sung  before  a  Boston  public. 
More  anon. 

III.  Mlle.  Gabrielle  de  Lamotte's  First 
,  Concert. 
Here,  too,  the  worst  of  weather  thinned  the 
audience ;  although  a  goodly  number  made  their 
'  way  to  Chickering's,  not  willing  to  he  deprived 
of  such  a  programme  of  good  music.  The  eve- 
ning was  opened  by  the  Mendelssohn  Quin- 
tette Club,  with  two  beautiful  movements, 
(Moderato  and  Larghetto)  of  a  Quintet  of  Mo- 
zart, in  G  minor,  which  they  played  with  great 
delicacy  and  precision.  Next  we  had  a  very 
tasteful,  finished  specimen  of  Mrs.  Wentworth's 
singing,  in  the  Italian  school,  in  a  melodious  and 
elaborate  Cavatina  from  Bellini's  Beatrice  dl  Ten- 
da,  which  was  received  with  much  applause. 
Then  came  the  grand  piece  of  the  evening,  in 
which  the  fair  pianist's  executive  abilities  were 
put  to  the  severest  test :  the  Grand  Concerto  by 
Hummel,  in  A  minor,  op.  85,  with  the  accom- 
paniment of  the  quartet  of  strings  and  flute. 
The  lady  displayed  the  most  astonishing  execu- 
tion that  we  ever  heard  from  a  lady,  whether  we 
regard  sustained  strength,  or  clear  rapidity  of  fin- 
ger. She  has  {evidently  gained  much  since  last 
winter. 

Part  Second  opened  with  one  of  Mendelssohn's 
"  Songs  without  Words,"  arranged  as  quintet  by 
Mr.  Ryan,  himself  playing  the  melody  upon  the 
clarinet.  We  think  we  would  rather  at  anj  time 
hear  it  in  the  original  piano-forte  form  ;  for  the 
clarinet  tones  seemed  over  loud  and  too  staccato 
for  so  sweet  a  musical  conception.  Mlle.  De 
Lamotte  next  played  a  Nocturne  of  Chopin 
(op.  15,  in  F  sharp  major,)  and  the  Sonata  Pa- 
thetique  of  Beethoven.  As  we  have  intimated 
before,  it  is  a  hard  thing  for  one  very  familiar 
with  this  Sonata  to  be  entirely  satisfied  with  any 
body's  playing  of  it.  Of  those  who  feel  the  mu- 
sic most,  no  two  will  give  you  just  the  same  in- 
terpretation ;  no  one  quite  re-produce  another's 
idea.  This  time  the  rendering  was  distinguished 
by  a  careful  avoidance  of  what  might  be  called 
the  poetic  licences  of  pianism,  those  caprices  of 
accent,   dallyings     with  tempo,    treating   chords 


arpeggio,  &c.,  which  we  may  have  remarked  In 
others.  It  was  played  as  regularly  and  firmly  as 
if  by  the  metronome,  generally  with  neatness  and 
clearness,  but  rather  leaning  to  the  opposite  fault 
of  two  much  mechanical  restraint.  In  the  Adagio 
especially  there  was  a  certain  stiffness,  so  that  the 
music  did  not  warm  to  us  as  usual.  But  the  per- 
formance was  not  without  its  excellencies,  and  it 
is  by  no  means  a  thing  to  be  unthankful  for  to 
hear  a  Sonata  of  Beethoven  as  clearly  and  strong- 
ly brought  out  as  that  was. 

Mile.  De  Lamotte  played  once  more,  in  the 
modern  style,  Thalberg's  Fantasia  upon  Morse  ; 
Mrs.  Wentworth  sang  the  "  Last  Rose  of  Sum- 
mer," and  the  Quintette  Club  played  a  Scena 
from  Robert  le  Dlable : — but  these  we  colud  not 
stop  to  hear.  We  trust  the  elements  will  be 
more  propitious  at  this  lady's  next  concert,  and 
bring  a  full  house  to  a  feast  so  full  of  good  things. 


Concerts  at  hand. — We  have  now  definitive  an- 
nouncements of  the  opening  of  our  principal  regular 
series  of  instrumental  concerts. 

1.  The  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Cldb  begin  at 
Chickering's  Rooms  next  Tuesday  Evening,  with  an  ad- 
mirable programme,  and  with  the  very  valuable  assistance 
of  Mr.  J.  C.  D.  Parker  as  pianist,  and  Mr.  Hamann  in 
the  Quintet  with  horn  by  JMozart. 

2.  The  Orchestral  Union,  under  Carl  Zer- 
RAHN,  commence  their  weekly  afternoon  concerts,  on 
Wednesday,  at  3  o'clock,  in  the  Music  Hall.  With  a 
conscientious  aim  to  thorough  rehearsal,  they  postpone 
the  symphony  they  had  proposed  until  the  second  con- 
cert j  but  they  will  give  such  good  things  as  the  Scherzo 
from  Mendelssohn's  No.  3,  the  overtures  to  TamjJiduser 
and  Fdsenmiihle,  besides  light  and  bright  varieties. 

3.  The  Musical  Fund  have  not  announced,  but  we 
believe  we  are  safe  in  stating  that  their  first  concert  (rich 
with  Beethoven's  Eroica  and  the  overtures  to  Euryanthe 
and  Zauherjiole)  will  be  given  on  Saturday,  Dec.  2d. 


Pine  Arts. — Read  our  neighbor  Cotton's  ad- 
vertisement in  another  column,  and  fail  not  to  visit 
his  store  just  now,  while  it  is  more  than  ever  a 
most  attractive  free  gallery  of  the  Fine  Arts.  He 
can  show  you  engravings  of  the  most  rare  and 
valuable  in  the  world.  His  phototypes  from  Paris, 
especially  that  large  one  of  the  Louvre,  are  mir- 
acles of  the  art  of  transferring  upon  paper  the 
outward  forms  of  things  with  all  their  effects  of 
light  and  shade  and  even  atmosphere.  Those 
views  among  the  Pyrenees  bring  the  White 
Mountains  home  to  you.  At  Cotton's,  too,  you 
always  find  some  newest  fruit  of  young  native 
genius,  fresh  from  its  scenes  of  study  in  Europe, 
as  just  now  the  two  exquisite  ideal  busts  of 
"  Daphne  "  and  "  Medusa,"  by  Miss  Hosmer  ; 
really  two  of  the  most  poetic  and  felicitous  pro- 
ductions of  American  plastic  genius,  and  those 
among  the  earliest  efforts  of  a  female  ! 

For  the  most  life-like  reproductions  of  our  own 
White  Mountain  scenery,  that  have  ever  yet  been 
realized,  we  advise  the  lovers  of  Art  and  Nature, 
to  call  at  Whipple's  Daguerreotype  Rooms  ; 
where  he  may  see  twenty  or  thirty  large  photo- 
graphic views  taken  this  Autumn  by  his  assistant, 
Mr.  Black.  The  views  include  the  charming  val- 
ley of  North  Conway,  with  many  of  its  pictur- 
esque surroundings  in  detail,  such  as  the  Hartz 
ledges,  the  Falls  at  Jackson,  &c.,  and  some  superb 
views  from  different  points  in  Crawford's  Notch, 
and  from  various  lesser  eminences.  Copies  of 
these  are  multiplied  and  sold  cheap  in  simple 
frames. 


Important  if  True. — Especially  to  singers  in  an 
East  Wind  climate.  There  is  a  professor  among  us 
who  absolutely  claims  to  mend  broken  voices.  Husky 
voices,  nasal  voices,  voii'es  weak  and  worn  and  thin  by 
forcing  and  false  practice — no  case  has  he  found,  it 
seems,  so  obstinate  (supposing  fair  general  health) 
that  he  has  not  been  able  to  restore  the  voice,  j 


CHURCH    MUSIC. 

THE     NEW    CARMINA     SACRA  ; 

By  L.  MASON Ahead  of  AU! 

THIS  work  has  no  rival ;  it  contains  a  greater  quantity  of 
excfUent  tunes  than  any  other :  they  are  all  useful,  pleas- 
ing, devotional  ;  and  many  are  perfect  specimens  of  grandeur, 
beauty  and  taste.     The  admirers  of  Mr.  Zeuner's  music,  (and 
who  does  not  admire  it  ?}  will  here  only  find  embodied  a  large 
collection  of  his  most  useful  tunes.    A  sale  of  nearly 
400,000  copies  of  Carmina  Sacra 
shows  its  wonderful  popularity.    Published  by 
Nov  18    3t  RICE  &  KENDAI/I,. 

NEW  COLLECTION  OF  CHURCH  MUSIS. 

THE     TEMPLI     CARMINA: 

By  GEOBGE  KINGSLEY. 

The  attention  of  Teachers  and  Choirs  is  called  to  this  favorite 
collection.  The  sale  is  large,  and  the  music  of  a  superior  order. 
Head  the  following  notices  ;  they  are  from  high  authority. 

"  One  of  the  most  complete  collections  of  Anthems,  Chants, 
and  Psalm  and  Hymn  Tunes  extant.  The  music  is  devotional 
and  of  the  highest  order  of  composition." 

,  BENJ.  C.  CROSS, 
Leader  of  Philharmonic  Society,  Fhila. 
"  A  valuable  and  delightful  collection  of  sacred  music." 

JAMES  L.  ENSIGN,  Broadway  Tabernacle,  N.  Y. 
"  It  is  replete  with  selections  from  the  best  cla-ssical  authors, 
made  with  Mr.  Kingsley's  usual  good  taste  and  discrimination." 
GILBERT  COMBS,  A.  M., 
Principal  Spring  Garden  Institute,  Phila. 
"  In  my  opinion  it  is  the  best  modern  work  extant.   I  cheer- 
fully recommend  it  to  all  genuine  lovers  of  church  music." 
C.  E.  YOUNG,  North  Pres.  Church,  Buffalo. 
"  The  most  complete  book  of  church  music  with  which  we 
are  acquainted.    It  contains  the  entire  Episcopal  service,  with 
a  large  variety  of  chants  and  anthems." — N.  Y.  Eve.  Post. 

HOPKIlSrS,  BKIDGMAW  &  CO.  PubHsliers, 
NORTHAMPTON,  MASS. 
[Cr^Teachera  suppUed  with  copies  by  mail  on  receipt  of  20 
post  office  stamps.  Nov  18    2t 

MK.  S.  HARRISON  MIKLARD, 

Begs  to  inform  the  musical  public  of  Boston  that  he  13  now 

prepared  to  receive  pupils  in 

Italian  and  E^nglislL  Vocal  izaton* 

Classes  will  be  formed  on  the  principle  of  the  ConserTatoire 
&.  Paris. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  English  Oratorio  singing,  and 
those  pupils  who  might  wish  it,  would  be  initiated  into  the  art 
of  Opera  acting. 

Classes  for  the  study  of^the  Italian  language  will  also  be 
formed.  "^ 

Residence,  6  Tyler  Street* 

Soprano  Sing^er  ^Vanted, 

AQUAUTETTE  Choir  in  a  country  town  in  Massachusetts 
are  in  wanl;  of  a  Soprano  singer  of  good  quality.  They 
can  offer  but  a  small  compensation  for  that  service,  but  will 
guaranty  such  a  number  of  pupils  upon  the  piano  forte  as  will 
afford  a  reasonable  support  for  any  lady  who  is  properlv  quali- 
fied to^teach.  Should  this  notice  reach  the  eye  of  any  person 
who  can  comply  with  the  above  conditions,  they  may  Eiddress 
W.  T.  Davis,  Greenfield,  Mass.  '  Nov  11  3t 

HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY. 

THIRTV-NINTH  TEAK. 

Si&s©s^l;ptmE  G^Merts  fw  I8S4 

THE  HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY  propose  to  give  a 
Series  of  EIGHT  CONCERTS,  during  the  approaching 
Musical  Season,  which  will  include  the  Oratorios  of  Elijah, 
The  Messiah,  Moses  in  Egypt,  Selections  from  Mt.  Sinai, 
Israel  in  Egypt,  The  Creation,  &c. 

These  Concerts  will  be  given  at  the  Music  Hall,  commencing 
with  Elijah,  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  Messiah  will  be  given 
on  Christmas  Eve. 

The  Solos  will  be  sustained,  in  part,  by  some  of  the  same 
talent, which  made  the  performances  of  the  last  winter  so  pop- 
ular, with  the  addition  of  other  voices,  now  practicing  in  the 
Society's  Solo  Class. 

Conductor CARL  ZERRAHN. 

Organist  and  Pianist F.  F.  MULLER. 

The  Orchestra  is  com  posed  of  those  members  of  the  Germania 
Society  who  remain  iu  Boston,  with  some  of  the  best  resident 
Musicians. 
Due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  first  performance. 
Tickets  are  now  ready  at  the  the  Music  Stores  of  Wade, 
DiTSON,  Reed,  &  Richardson,  at  Eayrs  &  Eaibbakss',  136 
Washington  street,  and  at  No  1  Joy's  Building. 

H.  L.  HAZELTON,  Secretary. 
Boston,  October  24, 1854. 


SPECIAL   NOTICE. 

THE  public  and  patrons  of  the  above  Society  are  hereby 
informed  that  the  Subscription  Tickets  for  the  Seventh 
Series  of  Concerts  are  now  ready  for  delivery  at  the  Society's 
Room,  No.  12  Tremont  Street,  up  stairs,  opposite  Reed  &  Co.'s 
Music  Store,  from  10  A.  M.  to  4  P.  M.  every  day. 
Oc  28  LOUIS  RIMBACH,  Sec'y- 

A  CARD. Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  (duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  violin  and  pianoj  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 
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%n\m  BtMtnl  /rail  Inrirtif. 

THE  Government  of  this  Society  beg  to  announce  its  Seventh 
aeries  of  Concerts,  commencing  about  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, to  be  continued  once  a  fortnight,  as  nearly  as  practi- 
cable. The  series  for  the  ensuing  season  will  consist  of  Hght 
Concerts.  The  subscription  price  for  the  series  is  fixed  at  S3,50. 
The  Orchestra,  about  fifty  in  number,  has  been  careful^'  re- 
organized, and  now  numbers  besides  the  members  of  the  Musi- 
cal Fund  Society,  many  of  theformermembersof  theGermania 
Musical  Society,  and  other  resident  musit-ians  who  have  lately 
settled  in  Boston.  The  Government  will  endeavor  to  render 
these  Concerts  as  far  aa  possible  worthy  of  the  standard  of  ex- 
cellence now  demanded,  and  expected  to  be  acted  up  to,  by 
any  Society  desirous  of  securing  and  enjoying  the  patronage  of 
the  Boston  public. 

GOVERNMENT.— C  C.  Perkins,  President ;  C.  P.  Checkering, 
Vice  President;  L.  Rimbach,  Secretary;  B.  A.  Burditt,  Treas- 
urer; H.  Fries,  Librarian  ;  G.  Endres,  Auditor  ;  I.  Moorhouse, 
P.  Friese,  Associates  — T.  E.  Chickering,  Geo.  T.  Bigelow,  J.  P. 
Bradlee,  S.  E.  Guild,  J.  Bigelow,  Trustees. 

[J^Subscription  lists  are  now  ready,  and  maj'  be  found  at 
the  principal  Music  stores.  L.  RIMBACH,  Secretary. 

Boston,  Oct.  1854. 

CLASSICAL  TRIO  CONCERTS. 

THE  subscribers  propose  t^D  give  FOUR  MUSICAL  SOIREES 
in  the  Meionaon  (Tremont  Temple).     The  programmes 
will  consist  of  Classical  Trios,  Quartets,  Solos,  &c.,  for  Piano, 
Violin  and  Violonc«llo.    Further  particulars  hereafter. 
CARL  GARTNER,  Violin. 
CARL  HAUSE,  Piano-Foete. 
Ocl4:  HENRI  JUNGNICKEL,  Violoncello. 

CARL    GARTNER. 
TEACHER    OF    MUSICj 

May  be  found  at  Richardson's  Musical  Exchange,  every  fore- 
Oc  14  noon  between  9  and  10. 

LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELLO. 
HENBI  JUNGNICKEL 

Will  receive  pupils  on  the  Violoncello.    Address  Carl  Gartner 
Oc  14  33  above. 

lyiR.   GUSTAV   KREBS, 

MEMBER  OF  THE  SIENDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB, 

Begs  leave  to  inform  the  public  that  he  is  prepared  to  give 

instruction  on  the 

FLUTE,    VIOLIN    AND    PIANO. 

^Cr'  Applications  made  at  No.  17  Franklin  Place  will  receive 
prompt  attention.  Oc  14 

MR  AUGUST  FRIES, 

Kespectfully  informs  his  friends  and  former  pupils,  that  he 
again  is  prepared  to  receive 
ADVANCED  PIANISTS  AS  PUPILS, 
to  accompany  them  with  the  Violin  in  Sonatas,  Ddo  concee- 
TANTE,  Solos,  Sec.     Applications   sent   to  17  i'ranklin  Place, 
will  be  promptly  attended  to.  oct  14    8m 

MISS  FANNY  FRAZER, 

Has  the  pleasure  to  inform  her  Pupils  and  Friends  that  she 
has  returned  to  the  city,  and  will  be  prepared  to  resume  in- 
struction in  SINGING  and  the  PIANO-FORTE,  on  and  after 
October  1st.  Communications  may  be  left  with  Messrs.  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  or  at  her  residence, 
'*  PavilioNj"  Tremont  Street.  Sept  16 

YOUNG  LADIES'  VOCAl  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Rooms  in  connection  mth  Mr.  E.  A.  Beaman's  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No.  23  Temple  Place. 

K.  R.  BLA]VCUAKD,  Teaelier. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

KESIDENCE,  24  "WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  read  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  the  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  with  first  peikcu'LES  and  pro- 
ceeding upwards,  by  regular  and  successive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  difficult  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  which  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Webb  &  Co,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  Blanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instraction  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Young  Ladies'  Vocal  Music  School,we  moat  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,       Geo.  J.  Webb,         P.  F.  Muller, 

Geo.  F.  Root,  B.  F.  Bakee. 

Sept  SO  tf 

SIONOR  CORE:IjI<I  begs  leave  to  announce  that  he 
has  commenced  Morning  and  Afternoon  Classes  for  the  in- 
struction of  Young  Ladies  in  SOLFEGGIO,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Messrs.  CuiCKBaujo,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 

For  the  convenience  of  those  attending  schools,  the  afternoon 
classes  from  4  to  5. 

Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

Signer  Corelli  has  removed  to  No,  47  Hancock  Street,  where 
henceforth  he  may  be  addressed ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
At  the  Messrs.  Chickerlng's  Rooms.  Sept  9 


WinOW  OF  NAIN. 

THE    THIRD    PERFORMANCE 

— OP— 

TME  NE'^V  ORATORIO 


WILL  BE  GIVEN 

On  Saturday  Evening,  Nov.  ISth, 

BY  THE 
AT   THE 

BOSTON    MUSIC    HALL. 


PROGRAMME. 

PART   I. 

Overture Gluck. 

Choral :  from  '  St.  Paul,' Mendelssohn. 

Grand  Scena  :  *  Fall  of  Zion,'  Mr.  Wetherbee, Paisiello. 

Air  from  '  Samson,'  Mrs.  Long, Handel. 

Air  from  '  Solomon,'  Mr.  Arthurson, Handel. 

Air :  Mrs.  "Wentworth, Handel. 

Aria  and  Chorus,  (Inflammatus)  Aria,  Miss  Bothamlt,  Rossini. 

PART  II. 

■  THE  WIDOW  OP  N"AIN". 

IC/^  Tickets  at  50  cents  each  may  be  obtained  at  the  music 
fltores,  and  at  the  door  on  the  evening  of  performance. 
0='Performance  to  commence  at  7  o'clock. 

M.  N.  BOYDEN,  Sec'y. 


CHAMBER  CONCERTS. 

CljE  S^Enhlffinliu  diuiutrttE  €h\i, 

RoBpectfully  announce  to  their  subscribers  and  the  public  of 
Boston  that  their 

FIRST      CONCERT, 

Of  the  Series  of  Eight,  will  take  place 

On  Tuesday  Evening,  Nov'r  21st, 

AT  MESSRS.  CHICBIER1:\"6'S  ROOMS, 

On  which  occasion  they  will  be  assisted  by 
Messrs.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER  and  A.  HAMA1S"1T. 

Beethoven's  Quintette  in  C— Mendelssohn's  2d  Piano  Trio  in 
C  minor — Mozart's  Quartette  in  D  minor — Adagio  from  a  Horn 
Quintette  by  Mozart— Romances  for  Clarinette  and  Piano  by 
K.  Schumann,  etc.,  will  be  presented. 

3::?=- Package  of  Eight  Tickets,  S5 :  Single  tickets,  SI  each. 

[I^The  Concert  will  commence  at  7>2  o'clock  precisely. 


ON, 


AFTERNOON  CONCERTS. 
THE    ORCHESTRAL    UN 

Composed  of  members  of  tha 
GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY. 
MUSICAL  FUND   SOCIETY, 

MENDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB, 
GERMANIA  SERENADE  BAND, 

■Wllil.    GIVE    APTERBfOON    CONCERTS, 

AT  TOE 

BOSTON   IiXUSIC  HALL. 

Every  Wednesday,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

in?"  FIRST  CONCERT  Not.  22d,  and  continue  through  the 
season. 

CARIi  ZERRAHN Conductor, 

It  is  the  intention  of  this  '*  Union  ''  to  make  these  Concerts 
worthy  the  patronage  of  the  Boston  public. 

Single  tickets,  25  cts  :  Packages  of  6  tickets,  $1 :  for  sale  at 
the  music  stores  and  at  the  door.  Nov  ]8 

IMPROVED   MELODEONS. 

THE  subscriber  has  recently  received  from  Mr.  C-  Pelouhet, 
manufacturer  of  Musical  Instruments,  a  consignment  of 
his  improved  MELODEONS,  which  are  offered  for  sale.  These 
instruments  are  superior  in  quality  of  tone  and  freedom  of 
action  to  any  yet  offered  to  the  public,  and  the  prices  are  not 
higher  than  others  of  more  ordinary  quality. 

A  liberal  discount  from  the  retail  prices  will  be  made  to 
wholesale  purchasers.  JOSEPH  L.  BATES, 

Oc  28    6t  129  Washington  St. 

PIANO-FORTE  CONCERTS. 

Mile.  GABRIELIiE  DE  liAMOTTE  begs  leave 
to  announce  that  during  the  ensuing  winter,  her  second  sea- 
son, she  will  give  a  series  of  FOUR  CONCERTS,  to  take  place 
at  the  Messrs.  Chickerlng's  Saloon,  Masonic  Temple. 

Mile.  Be  Lamotte  wUl  be  assisted  by  the  MENDELSSOHN 
QUINTETTE  CLUB,  whose  scientific  execution  has  been  long 
and  well  appreciated  in  Boston.  Vocalists  will  also  be  selected 
with  the  greatest  care,  and  no  pains  will  be  spared  to  render 
these  concerts  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  the  music  lovers  of 
Boston. 

The  concerts  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  Evenings,  once 
a  month. 

Subscription  lists  may  he  found  at  the  Messrs.  Chickering's, 
and  all  the  principal  music  stores.  Nov  4  tf 

CARL    ZERRAHN. 
Conductor  of  tlie   Handel  &>  Haydn   Society, 

Is  prepared  to  receive  pupils  on  the  FLUTE  and  PIANO- 
FORTE, and  may  be  addressed  at  his  OFFICE  in  E.  H.  Wade's 
music  store.  Nov  11 


Mile.  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

Has  the  honor  to  announce  that  she  has  commenced  morning 

and  afternoon  classes  for  the 

INSTRUCTION  OF  YOUNG  LADIES  on  the  PIANO-FORTE. 

DCF'Tenns,  fifteen  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

These  classes  are  on  the  same  principle  as  those  established 

with  such   great  success  in   the   Conservatories  of  Germany, 

France,  and  England. 

For  classes  or  private  lessons  apply  at  55  Hancock  street,  or 
at  Messrs.  Cbickering's.  O  21  3ni 

OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  tl'.o 
WiNTHROP  House.  Terms  : — ^^.50  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  $30  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 

F.    F.    MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  CM  South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Societj',  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  Xo.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 

Sept  16  3m 

HETVS'    PATENT 
AMERICANACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

.   GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 

WILLIAM   BERGER, 
Publislier  and  Importer  of  Mmsic, 

No.  82  West  4tli  Street,  Ciaciiinati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MUSIC,   for  sale   at   Eastern   prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.    A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
[CT^  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aug26 

FRENCH  LANGUAGE. 
Mr.  DE  LAMOTTE,  from  Paris,  begs  leave  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion to  pupils  in  classes,  or  private  lessons,  during  the  ensuing 
winter,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  55  Hancock 
street.  0  21    3m 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER  AND   DEALER   IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

TVo.  344;  AVasliington  Street,  Boston* 

PIANO  FOR  T£S  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  f  TO  LET. 

No.  7  TKEMONT  STREET,  BOSTOM", 

HAS  just  received  one  of  the  choicest  collections  of  cele- 
brated Engravings  of  the  works  of  the  Old  Masters  ever 
offered  for  sale  in  this  country.  They  were  purchased  in  Eu- 
rope durinii  the  present  year  ;  and  the  variety  of  subjects  and 
engiavers  is  larger,  and  more  desirable  to  select  from  than  any 
previous  importation.  The  following  are  some  of  the  most 
important  ones — of  which  there  are  no  duplicates— in  this  col- 
lection :  — 

"  The  Marriage  of  Joseph  and  Mary  ;"  painted  by  Raphael, 
engraved  by  Longhi;  a  very  fine  old  impression,  with  large 
margin,  and  before  the  inscription  on  the  temple.  A  very  fine 
impression  of  Miiller's  celebrated  engraving  of  Raphael's 
"  Dresden  Madonna."  Steinla's  engraving  of  the  same  Ma- 
donna. The  "Assumption  of  the  Virgin,"  painted  by  Titian 
and  engraved  by  Schiavoni, — a  superb  impression  with  open 
letters.  "  The  Transfiguration,"  painted  by  Raphael  and  en- 
graved by  Raphael  Morghen.  Guide's  "  Aurora,"  engraved  by 
Raphael  Morghen.  "The  Descent  from  the  Cross,"  by  D. 
Voltera;  engraved  by  Toschi,— fine  impression  with  large 
margin  ;  this  is  one  of  Toschi's  most  celebrated  works.  "  The 
Madonna  della  Scodella  "  engraved  by  Toschi  after  Correggio ; 
and  "  The  Madonna  della  Tenda,"  after  Raphael,  by  the  same 
engraver, — fine  impressions  in  perfect  condition.  "  The  Trib- 
ute Money,"  engraved  by  Steinla,  after  Titian.  "  Portrait  of 
Raphael,"  "La  Fornarina"  and  "  La  Poesie,"  painted  by  Raph- 
ael, and  engraved  by  Raphael  Morghen,— fine  impressions  with 
full  margins.  "  Portraits  of  celebrated  Italians,"  engraved  by 
Raphel  Morghen.  Fifteen  fine  impressions  of  "  The  Stanza  of 
Raphael,"  engraved  by  Volpato  and  Raphael  Morghen.  "  The 
Judgment  of  Solomon,"  splendidly  engraved  by  Anderloni, — 
a  superb  proof,  with  open  letters.  *'  La  Madonna  del  Lago," 
engraved  by  Longhi,  after  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  splendid  im- 
pressions on  large  paper.  "  The  Presentation  in  the  Temple," 
painted  by  Fra  Bartolomeo  and  engraved  by  Perfetti,— splen- 
did proof,  with  open  letters.  "  Triomphe  of  Galatee,"  painted 
by  Raphael,  and  engraved  by  Richomme,— brilliant  impres- 
sion in  perfect  condition.  "  La  Vierge  an  Poisson,"  engraved 
by  Desnoyers,  after  Raphael.  "  Madonna  del  Sacco,"  engraved 
by  Raphael  Morghen,  after  Andrea  del  Sarto.  "  Repose,"  a 
gem,  engraved  by  Bervic.  A  fine  impression  on  India  paper  of 
the  celebrated  engraving  by  Mercuri,  of  Delaroche's  "Saint 
Amelia."  Also,  a  fine  proof  before  all  letters  of  "  The  Head 
of  Columbus,"  engraved  by  Mercuri.  "King  Lear,"  painted 
by  West  and  engraved  by  Sharp  ;  open  letter  proof. 

Also  a  very  large  collection  of  modern  engravings,  of  En- 
glish, French  and  German  publications. 

All  new  engravings  received  as  soon  as  published.  Orders 
received  for  engravings  not  on  hand. 

Nov  H  3t 
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NOW     READY, 

THE  GEEAT  WOEK   OF   THE   YEAR, 

MOORE'S 

COMPl.ETE  ERr€Y€I,©P^I>IA 

A  T7ork  Tviiicli  has  cost  the  indefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  ai'duons  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished celebrities  in  the  musical  ivorld.  This  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
every  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  the  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4000    MUSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A  Complete  Dictionary  of  orver 
5000    MUSICAL    TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIENCE    OE    MTJSIC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  the  da^es  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOROUGH  BASS,  &c.  &c. 

A  SooSi.  mtcsided  to  cover  Oie  wSftOle 
of  ]?lMSicaB  ScieMce. 

JOHN  P.   JEWETT   &   CO. 
PUBLISHERS, 

July  29  BOSTON. 

SIGICOit  AUGUSTO  BEIVDEIiART,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  \vinter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  wUh  great 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augusto  BENDELARr,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sous,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

REFERENCES. 

Rev  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G.  U'ard,  Esq. 

Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq..  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

Sept  9 

MR.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing.  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  he  happy  to  receive  apphcations  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

References — R.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C. Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight, Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TE,A.CXIEU  OF  THE  I»lA?«0  A^B  SlNGll^iG. 

Residence,  24  West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference,  Geo.  J.  Wedb,  E3<i.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHEK     OF     BIIISIC, 

SG3  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

Oermanla  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E  TELTOW,  Agent. 
iil4tf  30  Fayette  Street. 

CHICKERINa   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


W  A  R  E  R  O  O  M  S , 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


NOTV    READY: 

Third  and  Cheap  Edition  of  the 

MODERN  SCHOOL  FOS  THE  PIAIO-FOSTE, 

BY  NATHAN   RICHARVSON. 

Inaamnch  as  the  demand  for  a  cheaper  edition  of  this  In- 
struction Book  has  heen  so  great,  particularly  among  Teachers, 
heads  of  Seminaries,  &c,,  the  publisher  has  been  indoced  to 
issue  an  edition  containing  precisely  the  Bame  matter,  but 
bound  in  a  plainer  style.  This  Method  is  more  complete  and 
systematic  than  any  other  published  in  this  country  or  Enrope, 
and  is  now  the  cheapest.  It  is  recommended  by  all  the  first 
Teachers,  as  being  the  very  best. 

Price,  in  plain  binding S3,00 

In  the  original  style,  full  gilt ®4,00 

Copies  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of  the  tTnited  States  on  tlie 
receipt  of  the  above  prices. 

PUBLISHED   AT   THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANQE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston,  by 
NATHAN  BICHAEDSON. 

GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 

Bio.  3    WINTER    STREET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

WARRANTED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Sept  2  3m 

A.    W.    PRENZEL 

"Will  resume  his 

On  or  before  October  1st. 

Orders  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Eeed  &  Co. 
N.  Richardson,  or  E  H.  Wade.  Aug26 

John  Biinyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   ENTraE  AND  INIMITABLE  ALLEGOET   OP 

THE    PILGRIM'S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bnnyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEIVETT,  Publislier. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  authorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

Instruction  on  the  Piano-forte  and  in  Singing. 

MR.  ADOLPH  KIELBLOCK  respectfully  gives  notice  to  his 
pupils  and  the  public  that  he  has  returned  to  the  city, 
and  resumed  his  lessons  on  the  Pianoforte  and  in  Singing,  and 
may  be  addressed  at  his  residence,  30  Ash  street,  or  at  the  Mu- 
sic Stores  of  Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washington  street,  Geo.  P.  Reed 
&  Co.,  13  Tremont  street,  or  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washing- 
ton street. 
References. — Lyman  Nichols,  Esq.,  10  .Toy  Street,  Boston. 
John  Bigelow,        "     42  Blossom  St.      " 
OHver  Ditson,        "  " 

George  P.  Reed,     "  " 

N.  Richardson,      "  *' 

Hon.  T.  D  Elliot,  New  Bedford. 
Rev.  John  Weiss,  " 

Joseph  Eicketson,  Esq.  " 


M 


INSTRUCTION  IN  ITALIAN. 
R.  liUIGrl  MONTI,  Instructor  in  Italian  at  Harvard 
University,  vrill  give  private  lessons  in  the  city. 
Address  at  the  Winthrop  House.  Oct  7    3m 

Mr.    THOMAS    RYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  pupils  that  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  season,  and  is  prepared  to  give  instruction 
on  the  PIANO,  FLUTE,  CLARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
THOROUGH  BASS.  Applications  may  be  made  at  his  resi- 
dence. No.  19  Franklin  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  music  store. 
Sept  16 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GBRMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-FORTE,  and  in  the  Theory  of  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


WAjnjFACTURED  BT 

MASON     &     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  us.  We  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Fdnisli. 
Our  prices  vary  from  SCO  to  ©175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Bradbdrt,  George  E.  Root,  L.  H.  Southarii, 
Edwin  Bruce,  Silas  A.  Banceoft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

Olr^The  opinions  of  the  above  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons, 
HENRY  MASON.       1  MASOW  &-   HA31IiXW, 

EMMONS  HAMLIM.  >  Cambridge  St.  [cor.  of  Chartea,)  Boston,  Ms. 
Oct  28    an  (Directly  in  frontof  the  Jail.} 

TAYLOR'S  PIANO  FORTE  FOR  BEGINNERS. 

FIRST  STEPS  TO  THE  PIANO  FORTE ;   teing  an  Ele- 
mentary   Catechism    for    Beginners.      By    GEORGE   C. 
TAYLOR,   Teacher  of  the    Piano  Forte,  Harp  and  Violin. 
Price  75  cents.    Usual  deduction  to  the  trade.    For  sale  by 
F.  .7.  HUNTINGTON,  23  Park  Row,"  New  York. 
WM.  D.  SULLIVAN,  Madison,  Ga. 

KJANUEL  PENOLLOSA, 

PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Geay'b  Block,  corner  of  Washington 
and  Summer  Streets. 
References. 
Messrs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Punchahd,  Boston. 
Messrs.  George  Peabody,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHER   OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  II.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Natban  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

References  : — Mrs.  C.  "W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 


PRINCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  variety,  from  $45  to  9?150,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 


Sept.  2 


O.    p.    REED    &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sole  Agents  for  Prince  ^  Co.^s  Melodeons. 


andkeas  t.  thorup, 

TEACHER    OF    THE    PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence,    84   Fiiickuey    Street. 

Sept  16 tf 

ADOLPH   BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FOETE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Reed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Roxbury.  Sept  9 

H.    S.    CUTIiER, 

©tganist    Buh    Essilj^x    of    IMtSlf, 

MDSIC  ROOM  UNBER  CHURCH  OF  THE  ADVENT. 

Terms  830.— Address  care  of  Nathan  Richardson,  '282  Wash- 
ington St.  Sept  9  tf 

C3-.    .A..    S03E2:3VEITT, 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr   0.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

E.    GARBETT, 
PROFESSOR    OP    MUSIC, 

Informs  his  friends  and  the  public,  that,  baTing  refumed  from 
Europe,  he  is  prepared  to  give  instruction  on  the  Organ,  Piano 
Forte,  Violin,  Violoncello,  and  Contra-Basso  ;  also  in  Compo- 
sition and  Arrangement.  Organs  and  Piano-Fortes  tuned. 
Music  arranged  and  transposed  to  order. 
(C?*Residence,  No.  36  Sha>vmut  Avenue.  Sept  23    3m 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  DE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,GUITAR, 

a  Seneca  St.,  corner  Han-ison  Avenue. 

R.  De  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.    Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  &o. 


M- 


J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence  No.  66  Kneeland  Street. 
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For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 

A  Musical  Career  in  Italy.   No.  I. 

The  first  thing  to  be  done  when  the  musical 
career  is  decided  upon  in  Italy,  is  to  find  what  is 
called  a  Maestrino  (a  very  young  and  cheap 
Maestro)  to  teach  the  first  rudiments  of  do,  re, 
mi,  and  to  give  the  first  ideas  of  the  production 
and  formation  of  the  voice.  In  about  six  months 
time,  with  great  patience  on  both  sides,  the  future 
Malibran  or  Ronconi  has  become  ready  to  re- 
ceive a  course  of  lessons  in  the  solfeggi  and  vo- 
calises, under  the  direction  of  a  more  competent 
maestro.  A  year  or  so  spent  in  this  manner, 
with  usually  one  lesson  a  day,  developes  the  voice 


and  musical  abilities  of  the  student  sufBciently  to 
begin  a  still  higher  step,  and  to  take  a  maestro  to 
pass  with  him  a  repertorio  of  spariiii  most  adapted 
to  his  style  and  qualifications,  and  those  which 
according  to  his  instructor  are  the  most  useful  in 
giving  him  an  idea  of  the  effect  of  his  voice  in 
teairo.  This  is  continued,  according  to  the  stu- 
dent's means  and  acquirements,  until  he  is  more 
or  less  perfected  in  his  style  and  manner  of  giv- 
ing the  entire  productions  of  the  different  com- 
posers of  the  modern  school  of  Opera. 

After  a  month's  practice  in  declamation,  or 
niimica,  with  an  efficient  instructor,  the  student 
finds  himself  in  grade  to  announce  himself  to 
impresarios  and  theatrical  agents,  as  ready  to 
make  his  debut ;  but  unless  he  gives  more  than 
ordinary  promise,  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  an 
impresario  who  is  willing  to  risk  the  first  appear- 
ance of  the  aspirant  for  musical  honors.  It  is  so 
very  rare  that  a  beginner  can  draw  as  good 
houses  as  an  already  proved  artisla  of  known 
talent,  that  impresarios  are  extremely  shy  of 
such ;  it  is  also  rare  that  a  failure,  or  mere  me- 
diocre success  is  not  the  effect  of  the  first  ap- 
pearance. Oftentimes  even  those  of  great  prom- 
ise wait  and  search  in  vain,  for  many  months, 
before  finding  the  right  kind  of  theatre,  and  the 
right  opera  for  the  best  display  of  their  vocal  ac- 
quirements. A  "  season  "  in  Italy  usually  lasts 
about  two  months,  and  during  that  time  never 
more  than  three  operas  are  given,  and  the  debu- 
tant, sometimes  through  the  number  and  ardor 
of  his  immediate  friends,  passes  his  first  season 
triumphantly,  and  only  finds  when  he  sings  the 
second  season,  that  the  public  think  much  less  of 
his  singing  than  do  his  friends  or  perhaps  himself  I 
Perhaps  instead  of  the  rapturous  applause  he  ex- 
pected, he  is  greeted  with  hisses,  or  during  his 
cavatina,  a  gentle  accompaniment  of  castanets 
may  be  heard  in  different  parts  of  the  platea  of 
the  theatre  (a  gentle  hint  in  Italy  that  dancing 
would  be  a  much  more  available  profession  than 
singing),  which  if  the  person  has  talent,  is  only  a 
spur  to  urge  him  on  to  ultimate  success,  and  to  a 
rank  by  the  side  of  the  first  artists  whose  names 
are  known  to  the  musical  world — but  which,  if 
(as  is  too  often  the  case)  the  person  lacks  the  re- 
quisite for  following  the  career,  is  very  influ- 
ential in  inducing  him  to  quit  the  profession  and 
turn  his  attention  to  some  other  branch  of  indus- 
try. 

A  remarkable  Instance  of  failure  among 
artists  may  be  cited  in  the  case  of  the  now  cele- 


brated Barbiere-Nini,  who  possesses  one  of  the 
most  sympathetic  voices  of  any  soprano  of  the 
present  day.  "  Three  separate  times,"  I  heard  her 
tell  the  young  and  very  successful  (Principessa) 
Piccolomni,  "  was  I  sent  home  by  different  im- 
presarios, as  being  unable  ever  to  succeed  in  my 
career  I " — Once  at  La  Scala  in  Milan,  her  part 
was  taken  away  from  her  at  the  prova  generate 
(the  very  last  reheai-sal  before  a  public  perform- 
ance), and  she  was  dismissed  with  all  the  mortifi- 
cation of  failing,  even  before  heard  by  the  public. 
"  How  different "  continued  she,  "  is  your  career ! 
From  the  first  night  success,  and  engagements  at 
the  best  theatres,  and  from  your  connection  with 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  renowned  families  in 
Italy,  petted  and  caressed  by  all !  How  fortune 
smiles  upon  you ! "  This  Signora  Piccolomni 
is  a  very  beautiful  young  lady  about  twenty 
years  of  age,  who  two  years  ago  made  so  success- 
ful a  debut  at  the  Pergola  at  Florence.  The 
family  name  is  as  well  known  in  Italy  as  that  of 
the  Medicis,  and  is  a  passport  to  every  house 
of  distinction  in  Europe.  One  of  her  uncles 
left  her  his  estates  with  the  title  of  "  Principessa," 
which  she  passed  to  her  young  brother,  in  order 
that  the  family  name  should  be  perpetuated 
through  him,  resolving  to  gain  by  means  of  her 
cai-eer  a  suflicient  dower  for  herself.  Another 
uncle,  at  the  present  time  Cardinal  at  Rome,  and 
quite  a  likely  aspirant  for  the  Papal  chair,  offered 
her  about  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  order  to 
dissuade  her  from  a  theatrical  life ;  but  she  re- 
fused, and  at  her  second  engagement  which  was 
at  Rome,  entirely  won  over  to  her  views  the  aged 
prelate,  who  became  quite  enamored  by  the  tal- 
ent of  his  yoijng  and  coquettish  niece.  She  has 
rather  a  small  voice  (for  Italy),  but  possesses  in 
a  great  degree  that  which  Italians  prize  above 
everything  else  in  a  singer — anima ! 

Harrisok. 


M.  Gounod's  New  Opera. 

[In  our  foreign  gleanings  last  week  we  copied  ratlier  a 
summary  condemnation  of  La  Nonne  Sanglanie.  But 
since  its  composer  has  been  hailed  by  so  high  authority 
as  Mr.  Chorley,  as  perhaps  tlie  most  promising  musical 
indication  of  the  times,  it  is  but  fair  to  our  readers  to  let 
them  hear  what  he  too  says  of  it.  We  copy  from  the 
AtJiejicaum  of  Oct.  28:] 

Grand  Opera  of  Paris. — We  have  again 
and  again  pointed  out  the  imminent  need  of  an 
individual  composer  in  which  the  musical  world 
stands  at  present : — -and  being  satisfied  that  there 
has  been  no  appearance  In  composition  during  the 
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last  twenty  3'ears  comparable  in  value  with  that 
of  M.  Gounod,  the  production  of  his  second  opera 
has  been  naturally  an  event  of  more  than  usual 
interest  to  us.  Yet,  let  it  be  observed,  the  case  is 
one  of  those  in  which  failure  cannot  be  accepted 
as  decisive, — nor  success  as  finally  determining 
the  forms  which  the  genius  possessed  by  its  writer 
may  ultimately  take.  The  history  of  Opera  is  full 
of  cautions  in  regard  to  hasty  conclusions.  In  that 
field  of  musical  enterprise,  where  every  good  in- 
dication counts  as  matter  for  hope,  partial  excel- 
lence or  contested  popularity  in  the  outset  is  no 
cause  for  discouragement.  The  forgotten  early 
scores  of  Mozart,  Gluck,  Cherubini,  Weber, 
Signor  Rossini,  and  M.  Meyerbeer,  may  be  ap- 
pealed to,  in  proof  that  hardly  in  any  case  has 
stage-success  or  stage  individuality  been  immedi- 
ate. "  One  must  try  several  times,"  said  Men- 
delssohn, who  knew  better  what  he  was  saying 
about  Music  than  most  musicians;  "  when  I  have 
written  half-a-dozen  operas,  I  may,  perhaps, 
make  something  good."  Tlie  titles  of  Mitridate, 
La  Cacluta  del  Giganti,  Quinto  Fahio,  Siloana, 
11  Figlio  per  Azzardo,  Abimelecl;  may  be  ad- 
duced to  silence  any  who  may  be  disposed  to  re- 
present our  proposition  as  a  falsehoood  put  forth 
by  obstinacy,  or  a  hallucination  honestly  employed 
by  partizanship. 

Once  more  asserting  that  we  recollect  no  such 
first  musical  drama  as  Sapho  (the  Fidelia  of  Beet- 
hoven excepted,) — and  reminding  the  reader  that 
the  nature  of  the  arena  in  which  the  new  aspi- 
rant presents  himself  inevitably  subjects  him  to 
the  severest  comparisons,  let  us  speak  of  M.  Gou- 
nod's second  essay  at  the  Grand  Opera.  And 
first,  as  regards  story,  it  is  be  noticed  that  the  li- 
bretto of  La  Nonne  Sanglante  has  gone  through 
as  many  adventures  as  the  heroine  of  one  of 
Count  Hamilton's  fairy  tales.  It  was  written  al- 
most a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  (subsequently, 
though,  to  our  own  "  Raymond  and  Agnes,)  in 
three  acts,  for  Signor  Rossini  to  set.  It  was  re- 
jected by  him,  as  were  also  rejected  the  libretti 
of  Gustave,  La  Juive,  and  other  French  operas. 
It  was  afterwards  lengthened,  altered,  and  entrust- 
ed to  M.Berlioz,  who  made  considerable  progress 
in  its  composition.  In  consequence  of  differences 
betwixt  the  composer  and  the  theatre,  M.  Berlioz 
relinquished  the  book  some  years  ago.  Subse- 
quently it  was  proposed  to  MM.  Meyerbeer,  Ha- 
levy,  Felicien  David;  but  these  gentlemen — with 
a  considerate  honor,  which  some  of  our  home- 
snatchers  of  other  men's  subjects  would  do  well 
to  copy — refused  to  interfere  with  a  drama  which 
had  already  occupied  a  brother  artist.  After 
having  slept  for  many  years  in  the  managerial 
portfoho,  the  MS.  was  once  more  taken  out,  again 
re-touched,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  M.  Gou- 
nod. But  the  title  long  since  got  abroad,  and  a 
fierce  melo-drama, — bearing  small  resemblance  to 
the  work  of  MM.  Scibe  and  Germain  Delavigne, 
— was  produced  by  MM.  Anicet  Bourgeois  and 
Maillan,  at  the  Theatre  Porte  St.  Martin  in  1835, 
— which  melo-drama  probably  gave  the  cue  to 
the  Italian  librettist  of  Donizetti's  Maria  di  Ru- 
denz. 

It  -would  seem,  then,  as  if  the  theatre  had  set 
store  on  the  story  of  La  Nonne  Sanglante  ;  but 
■whether  this  be  the  case  or  not,  and  whether  this 
new-old  libretto  was  selected  "by  or  imposed  on 
M.  Gounod,  his  good  star  was  not  in  the  ascend- 
ant when  he  consented  to  make  it  the  subject  of 
his  second  opera.  The  idea  of  a  maiden  who  per- 
sonates a  ghost,  in  pursuance  of  a  love  adventure, 
being  replaced  by  the  Spectre  itself,  is  picturesque 
enough  after  its  kind,  supposing  it  to  flit  through 
the  drama  like  a  dream,  and  not  be  made  the 
point  on  which  the  action  turns.  We  can  even 
accept  the  incidents  enhancing  the  awe  of  the  first 
encounter  ;  which  probably  are  among  the  after- 
thoughts mentioned,  and  have  been  introduced  in 
compliance  with  the  well-known  managerial  tac- 
tics of  having  some  other  stage-effect  outdone — 
to  surpass  theeloister-scenein  "  Robert."  Before 
the  Bleeding  Nun  (Mdlle.  Wertheimber)  ex- 
plains to  the  young  knight  Rodolph  (M.  Guey- 
mard)  into  what  manner  of  hideous  contract  he 
has  been  beguiled,  she  leads  him  into  the  ruined 
hall  of  an  ancient  palace.  This  "  gramarye"  con- 
verts into  a  rich  ancestral  banquet-room,  where  a 


scene  akin  to  the  legend  told  so  simply,  but  so 
awfully,  by  Scott,  is  enacted.  The  long-lost  and 
the  dead  glide  in,  wearing  their  ancient  feudal 
dresses  and  caparisons.  They  assemble  at  the 
board :  they  surround  the  bridegroom,  who  till 
then  has  believed  that  it  was  his  living  Agnes  in 
disguise  whom  he  was  to  meet,  and  has  asked  for 
witnesses  to  their  secret  union.  In  their  presence, 
the  Phantom  reveals  her  real  nature,  and  claims 
him  for  her  spouse.  This  scene,  though  hazard- 
ous (at  the  Grand  Opera  criticised  with  a  yawn  as 
"  emhelant")  is  still,  after  its  kind,  admissible  by 
all  who  admit  the  supernatural  on  the  stage.  But 
after  this  come  three  acts,  of  which  the  substan- 
tive incidents  are  a  repetition  of  terror  and  ex- 
planation, ending  in  justice  to  be  done  on  the 
living  murderer  of  the  phantom,  who  proves  to 
be  Rodolphe's  own  father  (M.  Merly.)  In  the 
fifth  act  (the  worst  French  fifth  act  we  recollect) 
the  wicked  parent  aforesaid  is  made  to  throw  him- 
self on  the  daggers  of  assassins  in  wait  for  his  son, 
in  order  that  he  may  deliver  the  latter  from  the 
spell  and  restore  him  to  a  living  bride.  The 
happiness  comes  too  late,  however, — the  Nun  is  the 
heroine.  Nor  is  the  story  only  objectionable  as 
dramatically  oppressive  : — it  is  full  of  musical 
drawbacks  and  difficulties.  The  Nun,  who^  is 
made  to  sing  too  much,  must  of  course  have  alow, 
deep  voice  ;  owing  to  this  the  principal  soprano 
Mdlle.  Poinsot)  is  so  long  absented  from  the  scene, 
that  her  stake  in  the  drama  is  almost  forgotten, — 
and,  to  supply  a  musical  necessity,  the  part  of  Ur- 
bain,  a  sprightly  page  (Mdlle.  Marie-Dussy)  has 
been  interpolated.  But  the  boy's  presence  is  too 
obviously  an  interpolation  to  relieve  the  night- 
black  gloom  of  the  legend,  and  to  furnish  the 
composer  with  anything  like  one  of  those  drama- 
tic realities  by  which  a  musical  idea  is  natu- 
rally suggested. 

We  have  dwelt  on  the  defects  of  this  luckless 
and  impracticable  story,  because  we  believe  that 
its  lugubrious  horror  has  clung  to  the  composer 
like  a  shroud  more  closely  perhaps  than  he  is 
aware ;  and  in  some  points  has  prevented  him 
from  exhibiting  as  much  advance  on  his  former 
effort  as  might  have  been  expected.  But  there 
is  no  lack  of  admirable  music  in  La  Nonne  San- 
glante, and  that  which  is  best  is  in  a  style  for 
which  M.  Gounod's  former  compositions  had  not 
prepared  us.  Ilis  fantastic  treatment  of  the  great 
apparition-scene  is  excellent.  The  long  sympho- 
ny which  accompanies  the  desolate  moonlit  pic- 
ture of  the  ruin,  with  its  wild  wail  of  wordless 
voices  borne  on  the  wind,  surpasses  in  dismal  fan- 
cy and  musical  coherence  Weber's  music  in  the 
Wolfs  Glen,  and  Meyerbeer's  resuscitation  of  the 
nuns  in  the  cloisters  of  St.  Rosalie.  There  is 
something,  too,  more  ghastly  in  the  interrupted 
march  accompanying  the  entrance  of  the  Dead 
Witnesses  than  "we  recollect  as  heretofore  ex- 
pressed by  orchestra.  Nor  is  this  ghastliness  as- 
cribable  to  any  singularity  of  instrumentation,  so 
much  as  to  the  sepulchral,  monotonous  uneouth- 
ness  of  the  idea.  In  fresh,  glittering  contrast  to 
all  this  are  his  airs  to  the  ballet  (which  occurs,  by 
the  way,  so  late  in  the  drama  as  to  lose  half  its 
value.)  The  music  of  that  last /las,  in  G  minor, 
would  of  itself  decide  our  author's  power  to  ori- 
ginate, were  it  the  solitary  specimen  afforded  by 
him  in  this  opera.  Besides  the  above,  must  be 
specified  the  stately  introduction  to  the  first  act, 
in  which  Peter  the  Hermit  (M.  Depassio)  figures ; 
the  legend  of  the  Bleeding  Nun,  sung  by  Mdlle. 
Poinsot, — of  the  best  ballade  cjuality,  which  is  af- 
terwards cleverly  wrought  into  a  duet ;  and  the 
tenor's  grand  aria  in  the  third  act, — than  which 
last,  whether  as  regards  cantilena  or  accompani- 
ment, few  movements  more  deliciously  elegant 
have  been  contrived.  Further,  the  duet  betwixt 
Bodolphe  and  the  Nun,  in  the  third  act,  is  vigor- 
ous in  thought  and  effijctive  in  the  grave  plain- 
ness of  its  instrumentation.  The  light  music 
given  to  the  Page,  though  gay  and  pleasing,  is  less 
distinguished  (to  employ  a  favorite  French  epi- 
thet.) The  choruses  and  ivio  finales  do  not  equal 
in  beauty  and  power  those  in  the  first  act  of 
SapJio.  M.  Gounod  is  tempted  by  his  command 
of  modulation,  which  he  uses  with  felicitous  ef- 
fect (as  in  the  waltz  with  chorus,  which  opens  his 
third  act,)  into  occasional  over-modulation.     On 


the  other  hand,  he  seems  to  have  made  progress 
in  the  variety  and  brilliancy  of  his  scoring.  These 
are  merely  first  impressions  ;  but  few  five-act  op- 
eras have  left  on  our  recollection  impressions  so 
distinct  after  a  first  performance;  and  the  fact 
may  be  accepted  as  a  criterion  of  the  individual- 
ity of  the  music  of  La  Nonne  Sanglante. 

The  execution  of  the  work  is  satisfactory, 
though  not  super-excellent.  The  weight  of  the 
drama  lies  upon  M.  Gueymard,  who  sustains  the 
burden  vigorously  and  with  care.  No  macnc, 
however,  can  make  this  part  grateful,  or  one  gen- 
erally tempting  to  an  operatic  actor.  The  Ladies 
named  as  having  personated  the  real  and  the 
phantom  Bride,  and  the  Page,  will  all  three  rise 
in  public  estimation  for  the  zeal  and  steadiness 
with  which  they  have  seconded  the  composer. 
Regarding  the  immediate  success  of  the  work, — 
announced  as  "  decided "  in  every  French  criti- 
cism that  we  have  seen, — it  is  impossible  to  offer 
an  opinion.  Since  the  Grand  Opera  has  become 
an  Imperial  establishment,  it  has  entered  into  the 
category  of  the  "  Mysteries  of  Paris."  The  dis- 
tribution of  boxes,  stalls,  &c.,  &c.,  "  for  a  first 
night"  has  become  a  matter  of  Court  favor, — dis- 
tinctly announced  as  such  at  the  box-office ;  and 
thus  the  temper  of  the  audience  on  such  an  occa- 
sion can  in  no  respect  be  admitted  to  represent 
the  connoisseurship  of  the  public.  Whatever  the 
fate  of  La  Nonne  Sanglante  may  be  in  the  Rue 
Lepelleticr,  we  cannot  fancy  that  the  opera  will 
prove  universally  successful, — though,  as  we  have 
said,  neither  present  success  nor  present  failure 
can  be  accepted  as  decisive  of  its  composer's  ulti- 
mate position. 


For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 

Meyerbeer's  "Prophet." 
Mr.  Editor :  —  Allow  me,  through  the  medium 
of  your  Journal,  to  express  my  surprise  at  a  por- 
tion of  your  Diarist's  "  No.  II.  from  Abroad,"  in 
which  he  speaks  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm  of 
Meyerbeer's  "  Prophet."  Should  this  meet  his 
eye,  he  will  pardon  me  for  not  understanding 
how  any  one  with  his  high  ideas  of  true  Art,  his 
ardent  love  for  (/ood  music,  and  who  is  so  devoted 
a  disciple  of  the  master  of  masters,  Beethoven, 
can  suffer  himself  to  be  so  dazzled  by  effect,  as 
to  judge  of  the  "  Prophet "  in  the  manner  in 
which  he  does.  Before  I  proceed,  let  me  say 
that,  according  to  the  Diarist  himself,  I  am  capa- 
ble of  passing  an  opinion  upon  this  opera,  for  I 
"  have  heard  it  adequately  given,  and  in  a  lan- 
guage which  I  understood,"  upon  one  of  the  first 
stages  of  Germany,  second  only  to  Paris  in  its 
means  of  effect,  both  musical  and  scenic.  But 
I  must  confess  that  my  first  hearing  of  it  pleased 
me  so  little,  that  it  appeared  to  me  so  much  in 
the  light  of  a  noisy  spectacle  (for  the  "  constant 
crash  of  brass,"  which,  strange  to  say,  was  "  not 
heard "  by  the  Diarist,  appeared  to  me  to  pre- 
dominate in  the  whole  performance,)  that  I 
could  not  make  up  my  mind  to  hear  it  again  dur- 
ing my  stay  in  Europe. 

Your  friend  remarks  that  the  music  is  of  such 
a  purely  dramatic  character  as  to  appear  to  little 
advantage  in  a  concert  room.  But  is  that  true 
music  which  is  dependent  on  stage  efTect  for  its 
beauty  ?  Take  the  Quartet  or  Trio  from  Fidelia, 
the  "  Non  mi  dir,"  or  "  Batti  batti,"  from  Don 
Juan,  or  even  one  of  the  comic  arias,  etc.,  from 
Figaro — will  they  not  sink  just  as  deeply  into 
your  heart,  or  give  you  just  as  much  cheerful 
pleasure,  if  heard  from  beautiful  voices  in  a 
drawing  room  ?  In  the  theatre,  it  is  true,  you 
have  the  additional  enjoyment  of  the  dramatic 
effect — the  same  as  afforded  you  by  a  fine  trag- 
edy or  good  comedy — but,  I  say  again,  one  should 
not  be   dependent  on   the   other.     There  is,  in- 


«b?|- 


ft 


jdjs 


Vv^ 


% 


BOSTON,    NOVEMBER'  25,    1854. 


59 


iP. 


deed,  an  exception  made  by  the  melodrama,  as 
in  the  grave-digging  scene  in  Fidelia,  where  the 
two  are  so  inextricably  interwoven,  that  one 
would  be  nothing  without  the  other. 

You  will  observe  that  the  stand-point  from 
which  I  view  the  matter  lies  within  the  precincts 
of  the  old  school  of  music.  I  know  very  well 
that  in  what  I  have  said  above,  I  have  the  whole 
"new  school"  against  me,  of  which  just  that 
which  I  there  condemn,  is  a  vital  principle.  I 
could  defend  .myself,  but  that  would  carry  me  too 
far  at  present. 

As  regards  the  plot  of  the  opera,  it  is,  in  the 
first  place,  historically  incorrect,  and  besides, 
seems  to  me — to  use  a  homely  phrase — very 
"  soft."  This  epithet  also  applies,  in  my  opinion, 
to  the  character  of  John,  which  is  psychologically 
impossible  under  the  circumstances,  and  also  con- 
trary to  history.  His  love  for  his  mother  might 
indeed  have  been  made  very  touching  and  im- 
pressive, were  it  not  carried  too  far,  even  to 
affectation.  How  your  correspondent  can  at- 
tempt to  compare  this  weak  representation  of 
filial  affection  to  Beethoven's  sublime  portraiture 
of  connubial  love,  is  incomprehensible  to  me — I 
could  almost  call  it  sacrilege.  ' 

I  would  not  be  supposed  to  deny  that  the  hand 
of  the  master  appears  in  the  "  Prophet,"  in  very 
many  points.  The  instrumentation  is  splendid 
(if  it  were  only  not  so  very  noisy — I  cannot  for- 
get the  terrible  headache  it  gave  me)  ;  some  of 
the  music,  as  the  march,  the  dance,  several  of  the 
choruses,  etc.,  are  very  pleasing,  though  the  solos 
are  deficient  in  melody;  and  there  is  something 
deeply  impressive  in  the  solemn  "  Ad  nos,  ad 
salutarera  undam"  of  the  three  Anabaptists,  as  it 
breaks  out  suddenly  amid  the  sounds  of  revelry 
and  joy,  and,  recurring  ever  and  anon  in  various 
situations,  forms  a  sort  of  key-note  to  the  whole. 

Then,  too,  the  scenic  eflTect  is  unsurpassed.  1 
had  the  good  fortune  to  see  the  skating-waltz  per- 
formed by  many  more  than  "  six  men  and  one 
girl,"  and  in  a  masterly  way,  and  thought  the 
whole  scene  one  of  the  prettiest  I  had  ever  wit- 
nessed. The  betrothal  scene,  too,  has  all  the 
magnificence  and  certain  kind  of  sublimity  of 
a  very  grand  pageant.  But  all  this  is  not  the 
merit  of  the  composer,  and  only  reminds  me  of 
an  anecdote  which  I  once  heard  in  reference  to 
it.  When  Le  Prophete  had  been  performed  a 
few  times  in  Paris,  with  all  the  pomp  and 
splendor  which  mind  of  man  could  conceive, 
hand  of  man  execute,  and  eye  of  man  endure, 
there  appeared  in  the  papers,  making  the  rounds 
of  them  all,  an  imaginary  bill  of  expenses  for  the 
new  opera.  After  setting  down  the  Prophet's 
crown  and  cloak,  the  rising  sun,  and  the  like,  at 
so  many  hundred  thousands  of  francs  a-piece,  and 
decreasing  with  other  items  in  proportion,  the 
prices  suddenly  skipped  from  several  hundreds 
to  :  "  Music,  etc.,  2  1-2  francs !" — I  thought  this 
very  characteristic. 

I  have  endeavored  to  criticize  impartially, 
though  I  may  not  have  succeeded.  I  do  not 
judge  alone  however  from  the  one  performance 
of  the  "Prophet"  which  I  witnessed,  but  have 
read,  heard,  and  talked  about  it,  besides,  quite 
enough  to  form  an  opinion.  And  so  far  from 
thinking,  with  the  Diarist,  that  Meyerbeer's  op- 
eras improve  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  born, 
I  find  just  the  contrary  to  be  the  case;  at  least 
with  the  three  which  I  know  best :  the  above- 
named,   the   Huguenots,  and  Robert   le   Diahle. 


The  latter  has  many  truly  great  portions  which  I 
think  your  friend  would  recognize,  were  he  to 
hear  it  again,  and  forget,  in  a  measure,  the  ab- 
surd plot. 

One  thing  more,  and  I  conclude.  Did  I  not 
know  that  your  correspond^t  A.  W.  T.  and  the 
Diarist  were  one  and  the  same  person,  I  never 
could  have  believed  it  possible  that  the  eulogy  of 
the  "  Prophet "  had  been  penned  by  the  same 
individual  from  whose  soul  came  that  truly  beau- 
tiful second  letter  upon  the  Cologne  Cathedral. 
But  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  deep  heart-chords 
which  he  lets  resound  in  the  latter,  will,  ere  long, 
overpower  and  drown  the  shallow,  sensuous  mel- 
odies which  play  around  the  former. 

A  SUBSCKIBER. 


Diary  Abroad.— No.  3. 

Cassel. —  Oct.  i.  Last  evening  went  to  the  Opera, 
— more  with  the  hope  of  seeing  Spohr  than  from  any 
desire  to  hear  Der  Unhekannte,  grosse  Opzr  in  dm  Auf- 
zilgen,  von  Ed.  Biberhofer,  Ifusik  von  J.  J.  Bott."  The 
hope  was  however  cut  off,  for  Herr  Bott  directed  the 
performance  of  his  own  music.  Bott  is  still  a  youno 
man,  and,  they  say,  is  a  favorite  pupil  of  Spohr,  and 
that  through  the  influence  of  the  old  violinist,  his  work 
was  put  upon  the  stage ;  and  indeed  on  hearing  it  I  could 
easily  believe  it.  The  muse  of  modulation — not  moder- 
ation—evidently assisted  at  its  birth.  The  instrumenta- 
tion is  great— in  quantity.  Almost  everything  is  loaded, 
over-loaded,  or  super-over-loaded.  Brass  and  parch- 
ment have  Italian  Carnival.  Wilson  says  the  whole 
thing  is  hung  upon  one  little  melody,  and  that  one 
mighty  commonplace  ;  and  Wilson  hits  it  there.  I  read 
an  anecdote  of  Gluck  the  other  day  somewhere  to  this 
effect.  He  and  another  person  were  examining  a  song 
or  air;  it  was  all  good  save  one  passage,  and  what  the 
fault  here  was  they  could  neither  of  them  make  out. 
"  Stop,  let's  think,"  says  the  old  Ritter;  "hm,  hm,  hm, 
I  see  you  have  been  making  music  in  this  passage." 
M.  Bott  has  made  an  immense  deal  of  music  in  the 
UhbeJcannfe. 

Fran9ois,  exactly  five  years  before  his  present  appear- 
ance upon  the  stage,  was  picked  up  yonder  near  the 
mill,  dying  from  fatigue  and  hunger.  He  was  taken  in 
by  the  miller,  and  remained  there  afterwards  as  one  of 
his  assistants.  His  amiable  qualities  win  the  love  of  the 
miller's  niece,  and  gain  the  old  gentleman's  esteem  to 
such  an  extent,  that,  though  his  previous  history  is  a 
secret,  impenetrable,  yet  this  morning  the  young  couple 
are  to  be  married.  Uncle  Perrot  begs  Franfois  to  clear 
up  the  mystery  in  vain.  We  make  the  acquaintance  of 
the  parties  as  they  successively  appear  in  answer  to  the 
morning  song  of  greeting  from  the  villagers.  While  all 
are  in  the  church  at  the  wedding,  a  ragged  straggler 
makes  his  appearance,  acting  out  the  last  stages  of 
weakness,  weariness  and  starvation,  with  an  amount  of 
physical  exertion  and  Herculean  strength  which  would 
do  honor  to  a  second  quality  Samson.  He  reaches  the 
spot  where  Frant^ois  was  found  five  years  before,  and 
there  worn  out  nature  gives  way.  Well  he  is  picked  up, 
taken  into  the  mill  and  revived — I  never  so  fully  appre- 
ciated the  reviving  qualities  of  a  glass  of  stage  wine  as 
on  this  occasion.  When  Francois,  on  his  return  from  the 
church,  sees  him,  the  murder  is  out.  The  two  are  old 
acquaintances — both  are  runaways  from  the  galleys! 
Bad  state  of  things  for  Fran9ois !  Well,  he  tries  to  buy 
the  stranger's  silence;  gives  him  all  he  has  on  condition 
of  his  leaving  him  in  peace.  But  the  thief  skulks  back 
to  the  mill  afterwards  and  steals  the  miller's  money. 
Fran9ois  pursues  him,  the  thief  threatens  to  make  him 
known.  Franijois  heeds  not  tliis  threat,  and  the  thief 
shoots  him  in  the  arm.  On  examining  the  wound,  im- 
agine the  horror  of  all  the  brass  instruments  in  the  or- 
chestra, when  on  the  wounded  arm  the  galley  brand  is 
found !  Of  course  here  is  a  great  scene,  but  finally  all 
unite  in  trusting  in  the  honor  of  the  new  husband.  Well, 
in  the  end  the  thief  is  caught,  and  to  revenge  himself 
upon  Franijois  he  declares  to  the  brigadier  of  the,  gens 
d'armes  that  the  said  Franijois  is  in  fact  Antoine  Beau- 
manoir,  an  escaped  galley  slave.  Bad  again  for  Fran- 
9013  and  his  young  wife!     "What,"  says  the  officer. 


"Antoine  Bcannianoir!"  And  then  he  goes  on  to  say 
that  Antoine's  brother  is  dead,  and  farther,  that  on  his 
death  bed  he  declared  himself  the  criminal,  whose  pun- 
ishment Antoine  had  borne  out  of  compassion  to  the 
wife  and  children  of  his  brother, — and  then,  so  far  as  we 
know,  "  all  went  merry  as  a  marriage  bell." 

Tliis  very  touching  drama,  with  its  very  probable  inci- 
dents, manufactured  by  Herr  Biberhofer  from  an  old 
French  play,  Avith  lots  of  pathos  in  the  poetry — gives 
our  friend  Bott  the  necessary  occasions  for  soul-thrilling 
music.  Where  the  Unknown  came  in,  dragging  his 
worn  out  limbs  after  him  one  by  one,  the  music  dragged 
just  so  heavily,  and  made  the  hearer  almost  as  weary — a 
triumph  for  Mr.  Bott.  When  Francois,  in  a  whole  page 
of  text,  expresses  his  abhorrence  of  the  thief  and  mur- 
derer who  sits  there  quietly  asleep,  in  the  usual  very 
comfortable  position  adopted  upon  the  stage — the  music 
is  almost  as  abhorrent,  which  is  triumph  No.  2. 
When  the  robber  is  finally  caught  and  cries  to  Fran9oi3 
for  help,  we  involunt.arily  join  in  the  cry — triumph  No. 
3.     And  so  1  might  go  on. 

A  lot  of  dance  music  came  in  in  one  place,  a  most 
pleasant  relief  to  the  learned  Spohrism  of  the  other 
strains — I  say  strains.  During  the  dancing,  which  in  the 
text  book  is  called  a  ballet,  I  fell  into  a  moralizing  train 
of  thought.  I  have  seen  ballet  in  which  there  was  a 
soul  of  beauty,  the  very  poetry  of  motion,  the  triumph 
of  pantomimic  expression — but  all  I  could  see  in  the 
dancing  on  this  occasion,  was,  that  half  a  dozen  rather 
clumsy  girls  were  trying  to  out-do  each  other  in  las- 
civious attitudes,  and  in  standing  upon  one  leg.  So  I 
moralized  upon  the  fact  of  so  many  human  beings  pos- 
sessed of  immortal  souls,  devoting  all  the  energies  and 
capacities  which  their  Creator  has  given  them,  making  it 
the  great  object  of  their  lives  to  acquire  an  accomplish- 
ment, in  which  after  all  every  goose  in  yonder  flock 
can  surpass  them  out  and  out.  I  was  reminded  too  of 
our  wiggle-voiced  women  singers  now  so  fashionable, 
who  stand  like  stocks  upon  the  stage  and  try  how  long 
they  can  hold  out  a  note  without  taking  breath— but 
who  are  cast  utterly  into  the  shade  by  every  toad  one 
sees  in  a  Spring  mud-pnddle — both  in  the  wiggle  and  in 
the  time  they  can  sustain  it. 

Bach,  Beethoven— Bott — it  does  not  sound  well.  A 
plague  upon  your  great  talents  and  learning!  Give  me 
a  spark  of  Genius — even  though  it  be  but  such  as  is  a 
law  unto  itself.  Perhaps  the  poet  Dwight — not  he  of 
the  Journal  of  Music — may  have  shown  as  ranch  talent 
and  learning  iii  his  "  Conquest  of  Canaan "  as  Milton 
himself— I  never  read  it  to  see;  hut  I  reckon,  in  the  life- 
giving  spirit  of  poetry,  some  twelve-line  expression  of 
Longfellow  or  Bryant  outweighs  it  all.  So  Herr  Bott's 
opera  may  be  a  bottomless  pit  of  talent  and  learning  and 
Spohrism;  and -yet  better  be  the  composer  of  Hatton's 
"  Day  and  Night "  or  Southard's  "  No  More,"  than  the 
whole  of  it. 
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From  CHICAGO,  111. 

Carl  Bergmann  and  an  old  acquaintance  — 
Concerts— Philharmonic  Societv  —  Singers — 
Yearnings  for  the  Boston  Music  Hall. 

Nov.  13. — I  have  often  thought  of  writing  you 
about  the  musical  life  in  our  city,  and  have  only 
delayed  for  want  of  matter,  as  Concerts  and  public 
amusements  are  with  us  by  no  means  as  frequent 
as  in  the  good  old  city  of  Boston  ;  and  I  must  con- 
fine a  great  part  of  our  enjoyments  to  private  gath- 
erings, such  as  we  create  among  ourselves  ;  and 
if  friend  Bergmann,  and  some  few  musicians 
whom  chance  has  thrown  among  us,  were  not 
here,  I  think  that  music,  such  as  you  and  I  want 
to  hear,  would  be  an  unknown  thing  altogether  in 
this  Western,  money-making  place.  It  is  quite 
often,  however,  that  Bergmann  and  one  or  two 
others  meet  in  my  house,  and,  with  the  aid  of  "that 
splendid  yellow  Grand"  which  you  and  the  Bostoni- 
ans  who  visited  the  Concerts  last  winter,  will  cer- 
tainly recollect,  go  through  some  Trios,  Sonatas 
and  even  Symphonies, — thinking  that  we  must  be 
contented   with   the    four-hand    arrangements,    as     i  r 
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long  as  we  have  no  orchestra  to  play  symphonies 
for  us. 

But  we,  too,  have  a  concert  season,  as  well  as 
you,  and  I  dare  say  that  it  has  fairly  opened. 
Ole  Bull,  aided  hy  Strakosoh,  Madame  Maket- 
ZEK,  and  Madame  Patti  Steakosch,  has  given  us 
two  concerts  this  week,  and  Signora  Rosa  de 
Veies  is  announced  for  the  week  coming.  Beeg- 
MANN  will  soon  give  a  concert,  with  an  orchestra 
selected  among  the  resident  artists  and  musicians,  to 
be  supported  by  the  Philhaemonio  Society. 
This  society  is  now  practising  under  the  direction 
of  Bekgmann,  and  will  soon  commence  its  series 
of  subscription  concerts.  I  have  witnessed  some 
of  the  rehearsals,  and  every  thing  promises  fair. 
They  are  now  practising  "  The  Seasons, "  by 
Haydn,  and  will  produce  "  The  Spring"  in  about 
four  weeks.  The  solo  parts  are  well  sustained. 
Miss  HugoninC?)  possesses  a  fine  soprano  voice, 
and  some  bad  habits  accompanying  her  execution 
will  soon  disappear  under  Bergmann's  tuition. 
The  tenor  is  really  a  fine  one,  and  considering  the 
rare  chance  of  finding  only  a  passable  solo  tenor, 
the  Philharmonic  possesses  a  treasure  in  Mr.  Sea- 
VENS,  who  came  here  from  Boston,  and  is  no  doubt 
known  to  some  of  your  readers.  Mr.  Lombard 
sustains  the  bass  solos  and  does  very  well.  This 
much  of  the  Chicago  Philharmonic  ;  I  shall  say 
more  after  their  appearance  in  public.  There  is 
also  a  rumor  that  we  shall  have  Mr.  Mason,  the 
native  pianist,  here  ;  and  some  people  do  even  talk 
of  Geisi  and  Maeio  (!)  We  will  hope  for  the  best, 
and  they  may  calculate  on  fine  audiences.  Ole 
Bull's  Concerts  were  very  well  filled,  and  Chicago 
people  seem  to  be  very  fond  of  musical  entertain- 
ments. 

Your  paper  I  always  read  with  envy  ;  it  makes 
me  feel  bad  to  read  so  much  about  the  splendid 
concerts  of  all  your  splendid  societies,  being  aware 
of  the  impossibility  of  going  to  any  of  them. 
How  comfortable  I  should  feel  in  a  corner  of  that 
big  Music  Hal]  on  a  Sunday  evening,  with  the  dis- 
play of  the  chorus  and  orchestra  before  me  !  We 
really  do  not  appreciate  the  good  while  we  enjoy 
it,  and  I  advise  every  one  who  has  an  opportunity 
of  enjoying  the  advantages  that  a  residence  in 
Boston  afibrds,  to  improve  it  by  all  means,  for 
times  may  come  when  he  will  have  to  share  my 
lot.  Yours  truly,  h.  b. 

From  FEANKFOKT  on  the  MAIBT. 

Beethoven's  Biographer — Oratorio  for  Boston 
— Weigl's  "Swiss  Family." 

Oct.  20. — I  have  spent  several  hours  both  yester- 
day and  to-day  with  Anton  Schindlee,  the  Biog- 
rapher of  Beethoven,  a  tall  man,  face  somewhat 
marked  with  small  pox,  very  erect  in  his  carriage, 
and  near  upon  his  60th  year.  Of  what  exceeding 
interest  his  conversation  upon  his  great  master 
has  been,  it  is  easy  to  imagine.  A  point  or  two  only 
however  shall  I  record  here. 

I  turned  his  attention  to  the  passage  in  the  second 
edition  of  his  book  in  which  the  Oratorio  for  Bos- 
ton was  spoken  of,  and  besought  an  explanation. 
Mr.  Schindler  replied  to  this  effect :  —  that  some 
Boston  Banking-house,  whose  name  he  did  not 
know,  having  occasion  to  write  to  the  then  impor- 
tant house  of  Gegmiiller,  Bankers  in  Vienna,  in- 
serted in  their  letter  an  order  for  Beethoven  to 
compose  an  Oratorio  for  some  body  or  some  socie- 
ty in  that  town  of  Boston.  The  passage  was 
copied  and  sent  to  Beethoven.  The  order  pleased 
him,  and  as  he  was  then  just  ready  to  begin  upon 
his  friend  Bernard's  text :  Der  Sieg  des  Kreuzes, 
("  The  Victory  of  the  Cross"}  which  he  was  to 
compose  for  the  great  "  Society  of  Friends  of  Mu- 
sic in  the  Austrian  Capital,"  he  determined  at  once 
that  this  should  also  be  sent  to  Boston.     One  thing 


that  delayed  him  in  the  work  was  the  necessity 
of  having  Bernard  curtail  his  poem  somewhat, — 
a  second,  the  preparation  for  the  grand  concerts 
of  1824,  and  finally  the  whole  thing  was  killed  by 
the  Galitzin  affair,  his  troubles  with  his  nephew 
and  his  death.  Must  we  rest  satisfied  with  this 
meagre  account  ? 

Is  there  no  way  of  learning  what  Banking 
house  in  Boston  gave  the  order,  and  at  whose  in- 
stance ?  There  could  not  have  been  many  bankers, 
or  men  doing'  business  in  Vienna,  in  Boston  in  1S23, 
and  I  see  little  occasion  for  any  banking  transac- 
tions with  Vienna  at  that  time,  except  in  the  case 
of  medical  students,  who  mighljhave  been  study- 
ing there,  and  whose  funds  would  be  sent  in  some 
such  manner.  Is  there  no  veteran  physician  in 
Boston  who  was  then  a  student  and  who  can  give 
a  clue  to  the  said  "  Banking-house,"  which  I  sup- 
pose was  not  a  Banking-house  in  fact,  but  probably 
some  distinguished  merchant  ?  The  affair  is  too 
creditable  to  Boston  not  to  be  sought  out,  and 
though  I  have  tried  once  in  the  Transcript,  and 
once  in  Dwighfs  Journal,  in  vain,  to  get  at  some- 
thing. I  do  not  despair,  if  others  will  try  their 
fortune  in  seeking  out  the  facte. 

Last  night  I  was  brought  to  the  Opera  by  see- 
ing the  name  of  Joseph  Weigl  upon  the  bill,  and 
that  too  in  connection  with  his  "  Swiss  Fam- 
ily," which  for  so  many  years  has  held  its  place 
upon  the  German  stage.  It  is  a  work  I  have  long 
desired  to  hear,  and  had  now  for  the  first  time  an 
opportunity.  When  the  Overture  began  I  was 
quite  taken  by  surprise  ;  for,  though  the  number 
in  the  orchestra  was  about  thirty-seven,  still  no 
trombones  or  other  brass  instruments,  save  two 
horns,  were  there.  And  in  fact,  the  drums  and  a 
trumpet  in  one,  or  possibly  two  passages,  very 
lightly  used,  were  all  the  mere  noise  of  the  entire 
performance.  How  delicious  and  how  satisfactory 
was  tbis  music !  The  prima  donna,  who  acted 
very  finely  and  executed  exceedingly  well,  had 
the  execrable  habit  of  making  all  her  tones  thus 
^ — r-r-^^^^^  a  smooth  tone  being  only  occasionally 
heard  ;  in  other  respects  I  relished  the  perform- 
ance highly. 

It  seems  Count  Wallstein,  having  fallen  from  a 
precipice  in  Switzerland,  was  found  and  saved  by 
Ri'chard  Boll.  The  Count,  in  his  gratitude,  brings 
Richard,  his  wife,  and  daughter  Emeline,  with 
him  to  his  estate  in  Germany  and  means  to  make 
them  happy.  Emeline's  lover  is  left  behind,  and 
love  and  homesickness  have  disordered  her  mind. 
The  Count  has  a  house,  garden  and  all  that  belongs 
thereto  constructed  precisely  like  that  in  Switzer- 
land for  the  Boll  family;  but  all  is  of  no  avail ;  the 
condition  of  Emeline  leads  her  parents,  to  deter- 
mine upon  returning,  and  it  is  not  until  the  lover 
has  been  found  and  recalls  her  to  her  right  mind 
by  singing  songs  of  home,  that  all  are  made  happy 
away  from  their  native  mountains.  This  seems  a 
very  slight  subject,  and  so  it  is.  But  Emeline's 
home  and  love-sickness,  the  sorrow  of  the  parents, 
the  deep  affection  of  Emeline's  lover,  and  the  grat- 
itude of  the  Count,  all  give  occasion  for  truly  beau- 
tiful expression  in  music.  So  too  the  folly  of  the 
clownish  servant  of  the  Count,  Paul,  who  imagines 
Emeline  to  be  in  love  with  him,  gives  rise  to  truly 
comic  scenes  and  two  or  three  really  droll  songs. 

The  drama  is  therefore  very  pleasing,  and  I 
must  say  that  my  tears  started  several  times,  un- 
wittingly. There  is  no  great  straining  after  grand 
effects.  What  the  drama  is,  is  also  the  music  : — 
melodious,  easily  flowing,  dramatic,  beautiful  in  a 
high  degree,  with  no  straining  ;  no  froth  and  fury, 
no  tearing  passion  to  rags,  no  splitting  of  the  audi- 
tor's ears.  The  dialogue  was  mostly  spoken. 
When  common  sense  begins  to  be  followed  in  A- 
merica  and  the  people  are  appealed  to  to  support 


a  people's  opera,  I  hope  the  "  Swiss  Family"  will 
be  made  into  English  and  become  a  stock  piece 
with  us.  A-  "w.  T. 

From  DKESDEH",  Oct.  30. 
German  Opera — Fraulein  Ney — The  Drama. 

We  have  now  been  four  months  at  Dresden,  and 
find  it  a  really  charming  place.  I  have  taken,  an 
apartment  here  and  shall  remain  till  Spring,  when 
I  shall  probably  turn  my  steps  towards  Florence, 
spending  a  month  at  Nuremberg  and  Munich  on 
the  way.  I  wish  our  musical  friends  in  Boston 
could  enjoy  with  me  the  opera  here,  the  finest  by 
far  I  have  heard  during  this  sojourn  in  Europe. 
We  have  as  prima  donna  a  certain  Madlle.  Ney, 
who,  when  her  various  gifts  as  singer  and  actress 
are  considered,  seems  fully  equal  to  any  prima 
donna  I  have  ever  seen;  and  when  to  her  singing 
is  added  that  of  a  capital  tenor  of  great  celebrity, 
Herr  Tichatscheck,  an  excellent  contralto  and  ba- 
ritone, a  glorious  orchestra,  a  perfect  chorus  and 
a  mise  en  scgne,  both  in  regard  to  costume,  scenery, 
&c.,  no  where  exceeded,  and,  according  to  my  ex- 
perience rarely  equalled,  you  have  a  tout  ensemble 
as  delightful  as  it  is  rare.  I  can  scarcely  tell  the 
pleasure  I  have  experienced  in  hearing  some  of 
the  best  of  German  operas  under  such  happy  aus- 
pices. The  repertoire  of  this  Madlle.  Ney  is  some- 
thing almost  fabulous;  I  think  I  do  not  exaggerate 
when  I  say  she  has  sung  twenty  different  operas 
since  I  have  been  here,  and  sometimes  three  dif- 
ferent ones  in  one  week. 

And  not  only  in  opera  is  this  theatre  so  perfect, 
but  the  dramatic  representations  are  worthy  of  the 
Theatre  Fran9ais  ;  Shakspeare  is  given  here  in  a 
style  which  would  do  Macready's  heart  good,  audit 
is  hardly  needful  to  say  that  the  classic  drama  of 
Germany  here  finds  a  most  faithful  interpreter. 
I  go  constantly  to  hear  the  plays  of  Goethe  and 
Schiller,  and  find  it  not  only  a  most  useful  exercise 
in  German,  but  also  a  most  agreeable  recreation. 
I  do  not  know  if  you  are  a  German  scholar  or  no, 
but  I  know  you  will  feel  what  a  rare  pleasure  it 
must  be  to  see  the  classic  drama  of  any  language 
so  beautifully  acted.  With  us  one  rarely  sees 
more  than  two  or  three  actors  at  any  one  time 
who  are  above  mediocrity,  and  the  actors,  as  a 
class,  with  us,  are  better  fitted  for  the  plough,  the 
loom,  or  the  anvil,  than  to  interpret  the  thoughts 
of  great  men.  The  theatre  was  a  passion  with  me 
from  a  boy,  but  when  I  came  to  man's  estate  I 
soon  became  thoroughly  disgusted  both  with  the 
actors  and  the  public  taste.  I  therefore  seem  to  be 
living  over  again  earlier  years  in  again  finding  so 
much  pleasure  in  the  drama,  and  at  an  age  when 
the  wild  flights  of  youthful  fancy,  which  lends  so 
much  beauty  as  well  as  interest  to  the  theatre, 
have  been  sobered  down  to  the  hues  of  every  day 
life  ;  and  I  find  therefore  the  theatre  a  source  of 
pure  intellectual  pleasure.  s. 

intigjit's  Snurnal  nf  Wmxl 
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BOSTON,  NOV.  25,  1854. 

Concerts  of  tlie  "Week, 
I.  Mendelssohn  Qxuntette  Club. 
An  auspicious  opening  of  the  sixth  Chamber 
Concert  season  was  that  of  Tuesday  evening. 
Pleasant  weather,  pleasant  place  (Chickering's 
saloon),  pleasant  company,  and  we  are  happy  to 
say,  large,  conspired  with  a  choice  programme  to 
renew  the  pleasantest  associations  of  the  past. 
We  believe,  too,  it  was  the  general  feeling  that 
our  friends  exhibited  decided  improvement,  over 
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last  year,  in  their  rendering  of  quartet  and  quin- 
tet. Mr.  August  Fries,  in  the  leading  violin 
part,  never  played  so  smoothly  and  with  such 
purity  of  intonation.  Mr.  Meisel,  the  new 
member,  makes  an  excellent  second  violin.  Mr. 
WuLF  Fries  always  plays  the  violoncello  with 
the  true  feeling  of  an  artist,  absorbed  in  a  single 
regard  to  the  purpose  of  the  music,  and  though 
physically  ill  throughout  the  evening,  pereevered 
devoutly  and  successfully  in  making  good  his  part; 
and  these  were  duly  seconded  in  the  by  no 
means  least  important  middle  parts  of  the  har- 
mony by  Messrs.  Krebs  and  KtajST. 

This  was  obvious  at  once  in  the  performance 
of  the  first  piece,  the  second  of  Mozart's  great 
Quartets  dedicated  to  Haydn,  that  in  D  minor. 
Possibly  there  might  have  been  a  little  more  dis- 
tinctness in  the  first  few  bars  of  the  Allegro 
Moderate,  but  presently  the  stream  flowed  clearly, 
smoothly  and  delightfully  enough,  seducing  sense 
and  soul  with  the  sweet  Kaphael-ic  charm  of 
Mozart.  The  Andante  sang  upon  the  strings, 
as  the  composer  may  have  first  heard  it  in  the 
tone-chambers  of  his  spirit ; — a  fervent,  heavenly 
strain  of  kindred  beauty  with  the  air  :  Deli  vieni 
non  tardar  in  "  Figaro,"  which  one  who  has  once 
heard  Jenny  Lind  sing  it,  must  ever  cherish  as 
the  type  of  the  purest  vein  of  song.  The  Minu- 
etto,  impetuous  and  in  style  more  antique  and 
Handehan,  and  the  Finale,  in  quaint  minor  bal- 
lad-like form.  Allegretto  six-eight,  with  its  varia- 
tions, each  more  interesting  than  the  last,  and 
spontaneously  flowing  from  the  interest  of  the 
theme,  also  left  an  undisturbed  impression. 

Mendelssohn's  second  Trio,  (in  C  minor),  has 
become  a  confirmed  favorite  among  our  classical 
music-lovers  through  the  public  and  private  per- 
formances of  Jaell,  Otto  Dresel  and  others,  and 
failed  not  to  make  its  mark  again  in  the  rendering 
this  time  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  D.  Parker  and  the 
brothers  Fries.  The  young  pianist  seemed  to 
be  full  of  his  author  and  his  theme^ — in  truth  a 
partial  and  devoted  Mendelssohnian,  which  is  to 
his  credit — and  his  fingers  ably  seconded  his  feel- 
ing of  the  music,  giving  a  skilful  and  impressive 
rendering.  The  fairy  Scherzo  especially  was 
beautifully  done.  In  some  of  the  stronger  pas- 
sages, however,  of  the  first  and  last  movements, 
the  thread  of  the  story  in  the  upper  part  was 
sometimes  lost  to  our  ear,  drowned  by  the  loud 
accompaniment  of  the  left  hand. 

These  two  fine  compositions  of  the  First  Part 
were  grandly  balanced  by  the  concluding  piece, 
the  glorious  Quintet  of  Beethoven,  in  C,  op.  29 ; 
it  was  one  of  the  best  interpretations  which  the 
Olub  have  ever  given  us  of  a  work  of  Beethoven, 
and  that  one  of  his  most  characteristic  and  in- 
spired works. 

For  lighter  pieces  we  had  a  couple  of  Romances, 
for  clarinet  and  piano,  by  Robert  Schumann, 
both  simple,  original  and  poetic  little  thoughts, 
and  well  sung  by  Ryan's  clarinet,  with  Parker's 
accompaniment.  Also  (for  opening  of  the  Second 
Part,)  an  Andante  from  a  Quintet  by  Mozart,  for 
horn,  and  quartet  of  strings,  a  posthumous  work. 
We  could  not  find  it  so  interesting  as  Tjhat  Mozart 
produced  in  less  exceptional  forms,  although  of 
course  it  could  not  want  his  characteristic  grace 
and  fluency.  The  horn  part,  a  pretty  diflicult 
one,  was  smoothly  and  clearly  played  by  Mr.  Ha- 
MANN ;  but  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  all  horn 
tones  are  so  telling,  it  sounded  out  of  propor- 
tion with  the  strings.    We  wondered  whether  Mo- 


zart ever  tried  the  experiment  of  adding  a  horn 
part  to  the  stringed  quartet  more  than  once  ;  and 
even  whether  he  did  it  this  once  in  obedience  to  an 
instinct  of  his  own.  The  posthumous  chance  dis- 
coveries of  great  men's  works  are  frequently  things 
made  to  order,  or  in  momentary  freaks  of  experi- 
menting, which  they  therefore  showed  no  an.xiety 
themselves  to  have  preserved.  But  we  speak 
only  from  a  single  hearing  of  one  movement  only 
of  a  work  in  classical  form,  which  ought  in  justice 
to  be  heard  entire. 

On  the  whole,  we  can  remember  not  more  than 
one  occasion  when  we  have  received  so  much  sat- 
isfaction from  a  Concert  of  the  Quintette  Club  ; 
and  that  was  when  the  commemoration  of  their 
patron  saint's  birth-day  gave  a  peculiar  unity  and 
charm  to  their  programme.  We  congratulate  the 
lovers  of  this  select  and  intimate  kind  of  musical 
reunions  on  the  prospect  of  so  fine  a  season. 

n.  The  Orchestral  Union. 

The  cold  November  rain  did  not  see  fit  to  sus- 
pend its  drenching  hey-day  in  favor  of  the  be- 
ginning of  Afternoon  Concerts,  no  longer  mis- 
called "  rehearsals,"  upon  Wednesday.  Yet  there 
were  scattered  through  the  Music  Hall  full  twice 
as  many  people  as  were  wont  to  venture  out  in 
such  storms  in  "  good  old  Germania  times."  It 
showed  that  much  was  known  and  expected  of 
the  material  and  temper  of  Mr.  Zerrahn's  or- 
chestra ;  and  the  first  experiment  was  so  emi- 
nently satisfactory  to  all  present  that  there  cannot 
be  a  doubt  of  a  right  full  house  on  the  first  fair 
Wednesday  afternoon. 

Among  the  thirty  we  recognized  ten  or  eleven 
of  the  old  familiar  forms  and  faces  of  the  Germa- 
nians,  besides  several  of  the  best  resident  musi- 
cians who  eked  out  the  strength  of  the  Ger- 
mania last  winter.  Carl  Zerrahn's  conduc- 
torship  was  the  theme  of  general  admiration,  and 
seemed  to  operate  electrically  upon  every  mem- 
ber of  his  band,  so  that  there  was  a  unity,  a  pre- 
cision, a  vitality  and  sympathetic  accent,  through 
the  entire  list  of  peformances,  that  reminded  one 
without  regret  of  the  Germanians.  For  the  short 
time  they  have  been  organized  he  has  them  under 
admirable  control,  and  there  was  no  lack  of  ener- 
gy or  delicacy  wherever  and  in  what  degree  so- 
ever each  was  needed.  He  seems  thoroughly  to 
comprehend  his  task  and  his  materials,  and  directs 
with  equal  fervor  and  firm  self-possession.  Evi- 
dently there  is  a  good  deal  of  the  right  kind  of 
fire  in  the  man.  The  orchestra,  to  be  sure,  is 
small,  like  the  Germania,  and  has  not  a  suflicieut 
proportion  of  strings  to  hold  in  euphonious  equi- 
librium the  full  complement  of  brass.  This  we 
felt  particularly  in  the  opening  overture,  Reissi- 
ger's  Felsenmillile,  which  was  capitally  played, 
and  in  the  resounding  climaxes  of  Wagner's  Tann- 
liiiuser  overture,  which,  though  not  always  nice 
and  pure  in  detail,  was  made  about  as  efiective 
and  imposing  as  a  whole  as  we  have  ever  heard 
it.  Yet  the  quality  of  the  said  brass  was  unex- 
ceptionable,— rich  and  musical  in  tone,  to  the  de-j 
gree  that  the  ear  was  not  ofi'ended  by  its  loudest 
fortissimo  ;  only  four  first  and  four  second  vio- 
lins, and  in  so  empty  a  hall  too,  could  hardly  bear 
up  against  its  overpoweringness.  The  religious 
thema  with  which  the  Tannliduser  opens,  for  the 
brass  and  solemn,  rich  low  reed  "tones,  was  finely 
given,  and  the  crescendos  and  immense  finale, 
with  the  persistent  accompaniment  of  that  ener- 
getic violin  figure,  were  highly  effective. 


The  laughing,  fairy  Scherzo  from  Mendels- 
sohn's third  Symphony  was  rendered  with  a  neat- 
ness, grace  and  piquancy  that  excited  the  liveli- 
est approbation.  The  rest  of  the  programme 
(for  they  have  printed  programmes,)  was  of  a 
lighter  oast,  for  we  call  the  orchestral  arrange- 
ment of  Schubert's  Loh  der  Thrdenn  light,  inas- 
much as  it  has  grown  hacknied,  a  fate  that  has 
befallen  a  few  of  the  songs  of  that  great  genius, 
though  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  possible  of  ma- 
ny of  them.  Besides,  orchestral  transcriptions  of 
songs,  however  they  may  take  for  the  moment, 
seldom  wear  well.  The  Waltz,  by  Wittmann, 
"  Magic  Sounds,"  was  one  of  the  most  euphoni- 
ous and  luscious  of  the  tribe  ;  its  blended  sounds 
melting  like  sweet  grapes  in  the  mouth.  Mr. 
Zerrahn's  ."  Prairie  Polka,"  too,  was  spirited 
and  pretty.  Meyerbeer's  "  Coronation  ]\Iarch " 
from  the  PropTiete  made  a  noisy,  Jullien-esque 
conclusion. 

Having  thus  successfully  tried  the  temper  of 
their  steel,  this  little  orchestra  are  now  ready  to 
open  upon  Symphony  in  public,  which  they  will 
do  next  Wednesday  in  the  "  Jupiter,"  or  Fugue 
Symphony  of  Mozart,  a  work  always  popular  with 
our  habitues. 

HI.    Mendelssohn  Choral  Society. 

The  Concert  of  Saturday  evening  was  an  ex- 
act repetition  of  that  of  the  Sunday  before.  The 
same  music  was  sung,  and  in  the  same  excellent 
manner.  And  we  are  sorry  to  say  that  the  re- 
semblance ceased  not  there.  There  was  again  - 
the  same  small  audience.  The  spell  of  that 
week's  bleak  November  weather  seemed  not  yet 
to  have  rolled  away  from  the  minds  of  concert- 
goers,  although  the  streets  were  dry.  There 
may  have  been  a  mistaken  impression  too  that  it 
was  to  be  on  Sunday.  We.  can  hardly  allow  our- 
selves the  satisfaction  of  supposing  that  the  gen- 
eral public  had  made  up  its  mind  so  unfavorably 
about  the  quality  of  the  "  Widow  of  Nain  "  as  a 
composition,  as  to  stay  away  on  that  account. 
Publics  are  seldom  so  appreciating  or  so  reason- 
ably exacting.  We  should  have  fancied  Lind- 
paintner's  work  more  likely  to  be  popular  for 
some  time,  than  many  a  better  thing  :■  for  it  has 
bright  and  and  effective  choruses,  is  richly,  loudly 
instrumented,  and  is  full  of  solos,  duets,  &c.  But 
if  it  was  really  the  longing  for  "  Elijah,"  and 
"  St.  Paul,"  for  the  "  Messiah,"  and  "  Israel  in 
Egypt,"  if  it  was  a  sense  of  the  feebleness  and 
shallowness  of  a  Lindpaintner  in  comparison, 
why — although  we  think  the  pains  of  three  hun- 
dred people  in  learning  a  work  so  well,  deserved 
at  least  one  full  house — we  shall  rejoice  in  it  as 
an  encouraging  omen  for  the  musical  taste  in 
Boston ;  for  as  is  the  demand,  such  must  be  the 
supply.  Let  us  anticipate  the  prevalence  of  the 
highest  standard  in  our  oratorio  supplies  hence- 
forward. At  all  events,  whatever  may  or  may 
not  be  popular  for  to-day  and  for  to-morrow,  we 
will  count  it  all  gain  if  this  lesson  has  been 
learned  :  namely,  that  it  is  not  good  to  go  out  of 
one's  way  for  new  things,  simply  for  novelty's 
sake ;  and  that  the  oldest  will  still  be  found  the 
newest  until  something  equ'ally  inspired  with 
genius  shall  be  brought  in  competition  with  it. 

We  are  led  to  these  remarks  by  noticing  a  cer- 
tain bitterness  of  controversy  in  the  newspapers 
about  the  policy  of  the  Society  in  this  matter- 
One  party  (strangely  claiming  to  be  alone  among 
the  critics  in  its  low  estimation  of  Lindpaintner's 
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work)  visits  the  Society  with  unsparing  censure 
for  wasting  its  3-oung  energies  upon  worthless 
music, — as  if  nothing  but  the  recognized  best 
should  ever  have  a  hearing.  Another  in  defence 
declares  that  the  public  crave  novelties,  that 
there  are  as  great  musicians  now  as  the  world 
ever  had,  and  that  it  is  the  mission  of  a  choral 
society  to  usher  new  and  obscure  oratorios  into 
the  world  that  they  too  may  become  famous  as 
"  Samson  "  and  "  Elijah  "  did  before  them  !  Both 
positions  are  extravagant.  But  the  latter  is  posi- 
tively blind.  Did  Ilerr  Lindpaintner  then  re- 
quire an  American  choral  society  to  establish  his 
claims  to  the  title  of  genius?  His  rank  has  long 
been  settled,  his  "  Widow  of  Nain  "  has  been 
performed  in  Europe,  and  we  can  find  no  evi- 
dence that  it  has  anywhere  taken  rank  among 
the  masterpieces  of  great  sacred  music. 

But  the  Mkndelssohn  Choral  Society 
have  better  things  in  store.  They  are  rehearsing 
"  Elijah  "  with  great  vigor,  and  the  memory  of 
last  Christmas  tells  us  what  to  expect  of  their 
forth-coming  production  of  the  "  Messiah." 


Musical  Intelligence. 

XiOcal. 

The  Handel  akd  Hands  Society  had  a  promising 
rehearsal  with  orchestra  of  "  Elijah  "  last  Sunday  even- 
ing. IVever  was  such  a  power  of  harmony  packed  into 
that  ampliitheatre  Lecture  Room.  To-morrow  night  is 
the  final  repetition  in  the  great  hall,  and  on  the  Sunday 
following  it  will  be  produced  in  public. — The  Musical 
Education  Society  offer  another  of  their  feasts  of 
.  good  solid,  satisfying  music  in  the  Meionaon,  Monday 
evening. — The  Musical  Fund  Society  have  recon- 
sidered the  matter  and  will  in  the  course  of  the  season 
give  some  cheap  Afternoon  Concerts  ;  but  suffer  them 
to  open  their  season  in  full  form  first,  with  the  "  Heroic 
Symphony,"  &c.,  on  Saturday  evening,  Dec.  2d. — The 
See  tells  us  that  there  is  also  a  Native  American  or- 
chestra organizing  itself  to  give  afternoon  concerts  in 
Tremont  Temple.  Does  "  Know-Nothing-ism  "  infect 
music  too? — Our  young  icnore,  Millard,  announces 
an  attractive  Concert  (see  advertisement).  The  young 
debutante  who  is  to  assist,  Miss  Emma  Davis,  is  a  pupil 
of  Mme.  Arnoult^  and  has  really  a  remarkable  voice 
and  talent. — The  same  young  lady  is  to  debut  first  at 
Salem,  on  Thanksgiving  night,  at  the  concert  of  Mr.  B. 
J.  Lang,  a  teacher  and  pianist  in  that  city. 

The  Mendelssohs  Quintette  Club  are  to  give  a 
series  of  private  concerts  in  New  Bedford. 
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We"*v   York. 

Opera. — There  were  no  less  than  four  different  oper- 
atic performances  last  Monday  evening.  At  the  Acade- 
my -were  Geisi  and  SIario,  &c.,  in  the  "  Barber  of  Se- 
ville ;"  at  Niblo's  the  new  English  company,  with  Mile. 
Nau,  &c.,  in  Auber's  "Syren;"  at  the  Broadway,  the 
Louisa  Pyke  company,  in  Wallace's  "  Maritana;"  and 
at  the  German  Theatre,  in  the  Bower}'-,  *"  Masaniello"  in 
German.  There  is  one  thing  to  console  us  in  the  dis- 
tance ;  we  could  not  have  snapped  at  all  those  baits  had 
we  been  near.  But  to  go  back  and  resume  the  thread 
of  events  which,  in  the- frequency  of  newspaper  reports, 
we  have  perhaps  too  much  slighted  in  these  columns: 

We  left  Gkisi  and  the  Academy  in  the  full  splendor  of 
the  purple  and  gold  of  Rossini's  voluptuous  Semiramide 
music,  and  AUegri's  scenery  to  match.  Then  came  Ma- 
rio's illness  and  a  suspension  of  the  opera,  with  ominous 
shakings  of  the  head  about  its  being  again  resumed. 
But  Hackett,  weary  of  his  losses,  wisely  put  the  whole 
thing  back  into  the  hands  of  the  Academy  directors, 
who  announced  Mario's  recovery  and  a  new  season  to 
commence  with  /  PuHiani  on  the  14tli  inst.  But  his 
physicians  interposed,  and  two  acts  of  1  Puriiani  and 
one  of  Semiramide  were  given  without  Mario.  As  an 
offset,  the  first  appearance  of  the  old  favorite  Badiali, 
in  one  of  his  strongest  parts,  was  accepted  with  enthusi- 
asm. The  only  exception  taken  was  in  some  just  cen- 
sure of  the  old  clap-trap  trick  of  waving  American  flags 
in  the  Liberia,  duet  between  him  and  Susini  :    this  was 


happily  dropped  in  subsequent  performances.  On  the 
Friday  following,  Kossini's  sparkling  "  Barber"  drew  a 
positively  full  house,  which  was  repeated  Blonday  night. 
Grisi  as  Rosina  was  "  bewitchingly  coquettish,"  to  the 
surprise  of  all.  Mario,  as  Count  Almaviva,  did  nothing, 
it  would  seem,  to  qualify  the  common  criticism  that  his 
forte  lies  in  ballads  of  the  Bl  Pescator  ignohih  style;  the 
florid  Rossini  music  was  too  much  for  him,  nor  is  he  a 
comic  actor.  Bai:)IAi.,t's  Figaro  was  what  it  was  in  Bos- 
ton, the  best  ever  witnessed  on  our  stage  (if  we  let  his 
voice  and  singing  outweigh  the  genuine  bvffo  subtlety  of 
Sanquieico)  allowing  of  course  for  the  over-acting 
which  has  become  traditional  in  this  opera  upon  every 
stage.  Su.^iNi's  Dr.  Bartolo  is  praised,  although,  like 
many  ponderous  bassos,  he  is  charged  with  singing  out  of 
tune.  Sig.  Amati's  Don  Basilio  seems  to  have  made  a 
poor  impression.  On  Wednesday  and  Friday  of  this 
week  /  Puriiani  has  been  repeated  to  full  houses.  Of 
the  future  movements  of  Grisi  and  Mario  nothing  has 
yet  transpired,  although  "  mere  rumor"  hath  it,  that 
they  will  come  to  our  new  Boston  theatre  after  Christ- 
mas. 

Harmonic  Societt. — This  body,  composed  of  some 
three  hundred  members,  mostly  amateurs  and  Americans, 
like  our  choral  societies  in  Boston,  is  the  sole  representa- 
tive of  Oratorio  music  in  New  York,  (older  similar  so- 
cieties having  died  out,  and  the  new  Mendelssohn 
Union,  under  Messrs.  Timm  and  Dr.  Quinn  not  having 
arrived  at  public  performance.)  It  has  been  about  three 
years  in  existence  under  the  training  of  G.  F.  Bristo\^ 
and  last  year  produced  the  "  Messiah"  with  Jullien's 
orchestra.  Last  week  they  gave  at  the  Church  of  the 
Divine  Unit}',  in  Broadway,  Haydn's  Cantata  of  "The 
Seasons."  The  words  are  taken  from  Thompson's 
poem,  only  treated  dramatically,  and  the  poet's  descrip- 
tive language  put  in  the  mouths  of  characters,  viz  : — 
Simon,  a  farmer,  bass  (Mr.  Camoens;)  Jane,  his  daugh- 
ter, treble,  (Mrs.  Stewart;)  Lucas,  a  young  country- 
man, tenor,  (Mr.  Johnson;)  and  chorus  of  court  peo- 
ple, hunters,  &:c.     The  Tribune  saj's  : 

Mr.  Camoens  rendered  the  bass  part  with  much  effect. 
Mr.  Johnson  saner  dramatically,  and  might  well  be  on  the 
stage  again;  he  has  mach  facility  in  upper  notes.  Mrs. 
Stewart  rendered  her  part  with  grace,  delicacy  and  feel- 
ing; Miss  Comstock, without  yet  making  any  claims  to  be 
a  solo  singer,  and  taking  at  a  few  hours'  notice  the  part 
of  Miss  Brainnrd,  acquitted  herself  honorably.  The 
voices  are  all  fresh — they  belong  to  young  people.  Nev- 
er have  choruses  been  rendered  by  any  society  in  this 
City  with  the  same  aplomb,  and  evincing,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Mr,  Bristow,  laborious  study.  The  love  duet  in 
Part  IIL  may  be  particularly  characterized  for  the  effect 
it  produced.  The  hunting  chorus  was  splendid,  and, 
encored,  doubly  delighted  the  audience.  This  work  has 
been  liberally  plundered  hy  every  writerof  hunting  music 
since.  The  finale  to  the  whole  is  one  of  the  finest  things 
of  the  great  man's  pen.  It  is  religious  and  sublime  in  its 
character. 

Classical. — The  Philharmonic  Society  has  com- 
menced its  afternoon  audiennce  Rehearsals,  and  is  pre- 
paring for  the  first  concert.  It  will  open,  like  our  Musical 
Fund,  with  Beethoven's  Eroica.  Eisfield's  first  Quar- 
tet Soiree  was  given  on  Tuesday  evening.  A  Quartet  by 
Schubert,  another  by  Haydn,  and  a  Quintet  by  Beetho- 
ven were  announced  ;  also  songs  by  Abt  and  Sponholtz, 
to  be  sung  by  Mrs.  Brikkerhoff. 

The  Pyne  and  Harrison  troupe  have  been  drawing 
good  houses  again'  at  the  '  Broadway,'  on  their  way  from 
Philadelphia  tO' Boston. 

The  New  English  Opera  Company  made  its  first 
appearance  on  Monday  evening  at  Niblo's,  in  an  English 
translation  of  Auber's  Sirene.  Of  Mile.  Nau,  the  prima 
donna  of  the  troupe,  (of  whose  American  birth  and  sub- 
sequent education  and  career  in  Fronce  we  have  before 
given  an  account.)  the  Courier  and  Enquirer  say  a  that, 
"  while  she  lacks  the  beauty  and  the  coquetry  of  her 
predecessor,"  (Mme.  Thillon,)  she  is  '*  a  skilful  vo- 
calist, which  the  other  was  not."  From  the  same  cri- 
tique we  copy  further: 

The  usual  orchestra  of  the  establishment  has  been  largely 
reinforred,  and  the  instrumental  portion  of  the  performances 
was  with  few  exceptions  very  creditable.  "We  ciinnot  say  as 
much  for  the  cliorus,  which  was  deficient  in  numbers,  and  not 
thoroughly  well  drilled.  The  opera  was  put  upon  the  stage  in 
a  very  complete  manner  as  to  dresses,  scenery,  !j.tid  appoint- 
ments, and  was  in  this  respect  highly  creditable  to  the  mauager. 
Mile.  Nau,  who  was  of  course  the  Siren  of  the  evening,  has 
hardly  a  siren's  voice  ;  but  ft  is  agreeable  in  quality,  and  bril- 
liant enough  for  all  ordinary  purposes,  though  entirely  deficient 
in  tenderness.  She  .sings,  we  were  glad  to  find,  quite  correctly 
in  the  Italian  style,  and  not  with  the  French  peculiarities 
which,  from  her  immediately  antecedent  associations,  we  had 
been  led  to  fear.  She  is  most  successful  in  passages  of  light 
and  delica/e  Tocalization  which  lie  in  the  upper  part  of  ber 
high  soprano  voice.  In  these  she  is  always  satisfactory.  Mr. 
St.  Albyn,  the  first  tenor,  has  a  pretty,  light  voice.  With  Mr. 
Irving,  Mr.  Horncastle  and  Mr.  Harrison,  we  have  a  company 
which  always  will  ensure  a  pleasant  evening's  entertainment 
to  the  lovers  of  English  opera. 


Antioch  College,  Ohio. — A  correspondent  writes 
us  : — "  We  have  here  a  school  under  the  management 
and  presidency  of  Hon.  Horace  Mann,  now  numbering 
over  400  students.  Last  April  we  organized  the  '^nti- 
och  Musical  Association,'  under  the  guidance  and  man- 
agement of  Mr.  L.  G.  Fessenden,  Conductor  and  teacher 
of  music  in  the  College.  We  now  number  forty  singers, 
and  very  soon  will  probably  have  the  best  trained  choir 
in  this  great  Western  country." 


CHURCH    MUSIC. 

THE     NEW     CARMINA     SACRA  ; 

3y  li.  MASOnsr Ahead  of  All ! 

THI3  work  has  no  rival;  it  contains  a  greater  quantity  of 
excellent  tunes  than  any  other :  they  are  all  useful,  pleas- 
ing, devotional ;  and  many  are  perfect  specimens  of  grandeur, 
beauty  and  taste.     The  admirers  of  Mr.  Zecner's  mu^ic,  {and 
■who  does  not  admire  it?)  will  hereonly  find  embodied  a  large 
collection  of  his  moit  useful  tunes.    A  sale  of  nearly 
400,000  copies  of  Carmina  Sacra 
shows  its  wonderful  popularity.    Published  by 
Nov  38    3t  RICE  &  KElVDAIiIi. 

NEW  COLLECTION  OF  CHURCH  MUSI&. 

THE    TEMPLI     CARMINA: 

By  GEORGE  KIlSrGSLEY. 

The  attention  of  Teachers  and  Choirs  is  called  to  this  favorite 
collection.  The  sale  is  large,  and  the  music  of  a  superior  order. 
Read  the  following  notices  ;  they  are  from  high  authority. 

"  One  of  the  most  complete  collections  of  Anthems,  Chants, 
and  Psalm  and  Hymn  Tunes  extant.  The  music  is  devotional 
and  of  the  highest  order  of  composition." 

BENJ.  C.  CROSS, 
Leader  of  Philharmonic  Society^  Fhila. 
"  A  valuable  and  delightful  collection  of  sacred  music." 

JAMES  L.  ENSIGN,  Broadway  Tabernacle,  N.  Y. 
"  It  is  replete  with  selections  from  the  best  classical  authors, 
made  with  Mr,  Kingsley's  usual  good  taste  and  discrimination." 
GILBERT  COMBS,  A.  M., 
Principal  Spring  Garden  Institute^  Phila. 
"  In  my  opinion  it  is  the  best  modern  work  extant.   I  cheer- 
fully recommend  it  to  all  genuine  lovers  of  church  music." 
C.  E.  YOUNG,  Nortk  Pres.  Church,  Buffalo. 
"The  most  'complete  book  of  church  music  with  which  we 
are  acquainted.    It  contains  the  entire  Episcopal  service,  with 
a  large  variety  of  chants  and  anthems." — N.  Y;  Eve.  Post. 

HOPKINS,  BBIDGMAlSr  &  CO.  Publishers, 
NORTHAMPTON,  MASS. 
DIT^Teachera  supplied  with  copies  by  mail  on  receipt  of  20 
post  office  stamps.  Nov  IS    2t 

MR.  S.  HARRISON  MILLARD, 

Begs  to  inform  the  musical  public  of  Bo.ston  that  he  is  now 

prepared  to  receive  pupils  in 

Italian  and  Euglisb.  Vocalizaton. 

ClaBses  will  be  formed  on  the  principle  of  the  Conservatoire 
4  Paris. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  Enghsh  Oratorio  singing,  and 
those  pupils  who  might  wish  it,  would  be  initiated  into  the  art 
of  Opera  acting. 

Classes  for  the  study  of  the  ItaUan  language  will  also  be 
formed. 

Residence,  6  Tyler  Street. 

Soprano  Slaiger  \l'^aiited, 

A  QUARTETTE  Choir  in  a  country  town  in  Massachusetts 
are  in  want  of  a  Soprano  singer  of  good  quality.  They 
can  offer  but  a  small  compensation  for  that  service,  but  will 
guaranty  such  a  number  of  pupils  upon  the  piano  forte  as  will 
afford  a  reasonable  support  for  any  lady  who  is  properlv  quali- 
fied to  teach.  Should  this  notice  reach  the  eye  of  any  person 
who  can  comply  with  the  above  conditions,  they  may  address 
"Vy.  T.  Davis,  Greenfield,  Mass.  '  Nov  H  3b 

A  CARD. Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  (duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  13 

SPECIAL  CARD. 
TO  MUSIC  DBALKRS  AND  TEACHERS. 

The  undersigned  publishes  upwards  of  three  hundred  Musi- 
cal Works,  comprising  Instruction  Books,  Primers,  Catechisms, 
Studies,  Exercises  and  collnetions  of  Music  for  the  Pianoforte, 
Organ,  Melodeon,  Guitar,  llarp,  Flute,  Violin,  Yioloncello,  Ac- 
cordeou,  Fife,  Clarinet,  Flageolet,  and  all  brass  instruments. 
Methods  for  the  voice,  and  the  best  ^'rorks  on  HarmoJiy  and 
Thorough  Bass. 

Among  these  are  Bertini's  complete  and  abridged  Piano 
Method,  Ilunten's  do.  A.E.  MUUer's  do.  revised  by  Julius  Knorr, 
the  very  best  book,  and  admitted  to  be  such  by  all  the  leading 
professors  of  Music.  Schneider's  Organ  School,  Lablache's  Me- 
thod for  the  Voice,  Carulli,  Curtis's  and  Carcassi's  Guitar,  Rom- 
berg's Violoncello,  Spohr's  Violin,  Wragg  and  Berbiguier's 
Flute,  A^'eber^s  Musical  composition,  popular  Melodies  for 
Bands,  printed  on  cards,  Moore's  Irish  Melodies.  All  the  popu- 
lar Operas,  Oratorios  and  Masses. 

In  addition  to  these  books,  O.  D.,  also  publishes  over  twelve 
thousand  different  pieces  of  Sheet  Music,  embracing  every  pos- 
sible variety,  to  which  new  music  is  being  added  daily. 

Unusually  advantageous  facilities  enable  the  proprietor  to 
furnish  the  works  of  other  publishers  at  liberal  prices,  and  the 
attention  of  Music  Dealers  and  Teachers  is  respectfully  solicit- 
ed to  many  advantages  to  be  derived  by  them  in  trade  with  this 
establishment.  Catalogues  and  trade  lists  forwarded  by  mall 
on  application. 

OLIVER  DITSONjllS  Washington  st.  Boston. 
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THE  Governmentof  this  Society  beg  to. inuounce  its  Seventh 
series  of  Concerts,  commencing  about  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, to  be  continued  once  a  fortnight,  as  nearly  as  practi- 
cable. The  series  for  the  ensuing  season  will  consist  of  righi 
Concerts.  The  subscription  price  for  the  series  is  fixed  at  SF3,50. 
The  Orchestra,  about  fifty  in  number,  has  been  carefully  re- 
organized, and  now  numbers  besides  the  members  of  the  Musi- 
cal Fund  Society,  many  of  the  former  members  of  the  Germania 
Musical  Society,  and  other  resident  musicians  who  have  lately 
Eettled  in  Boston.  The  Government  will  endeavor  to  render 
these  Concerts  as  far  as  possible  worthy  of  the  standard  of  ex- 
cellence now  demanded,  and  expected  to  be  acted  up  to,  by 
any  Society  desirous  of  securing  and-enjoying  the  patronage  of 
the  Boston  public. 

GOVERNMENT.— C  C.  Perkins,  President ;  C.  F.  Chickering, 
Tice  President;  L.  Rimbach,  Secretary;  B.  A.  Burditt,  Treas- 
urer; H.  Fries,  Librarian ;  G- Endres,  Auditor  ;  I.  Moorhouse, 
F.  Friese,  Associates  — T.  E.  Chickering,  Geo.  T.  Bigelow,  J.  P. 
Bradlee,  S.  E.  Guild,  J.  Bigelow,  Trustees. 

[I^T^Subscription  lists  are  now  ready,  and  may  be  found  at 
the  principal  Music  stores.  L.  lUMBACH,  Secretary. 

Boston,  Oct.  1854. 

CLASSICAL  TRIO  CONCERTS. 

THE  subscribers-propose  to  give  FOUR  MUSICAL  SOIREES 
in  the  Meionaon''(Tremont  Temple).     The   programmes 
will  consist  of  Classical  Trios,  Quartets,  Solos,  &:c.,  for  Piano, 
Tiolin  and  Violoncello.    Further  particulars  hereafter. 
CAHL  GARTNER,  Violin. 
CARL  HAUSB,  Piano-Forte. 
0cl4  HENRI  J^JNGNICKEL,  Violoncello. 

CARL    GARTNER, 
TE  JlC  H  ER    OF    mUSIC, 

May  he  found  at  Richardson's  Musical  Exchange,  every  fore- 
Oc  14  noon  between  t)  and  10. 

LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELLO. 
HENEI  JUNGNICKEL 

Will  receive  pupils  on  the  Violoncello.    Address  Carl  Gdrtner 
Co  14  as  above, 

MR.    GtXSTAV   KREBS, 

MEMBER  OF  THE  MENDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB, 

Begs  leave  to  inform  the  public  that  he  is  prepared  to  give 

instruction  on  the 

FLUTE,    ViOLIN    AND    PIANO. 

DCt^  Applications  made  at  No.  17  Franklin  Place  will  receive 

prompt  attentiou.  Oc  14 

MR.  AUGUST  PRIES. 

Respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  former  pupils,  that  he 
again  is  prepared  to  receive 
ADVANCED  PIANISTS  AS  PUPILS, 
to  accompany  them  with  the  Violin  in  Sonatas,  Duo  concer- 
TANTE,  Solos,  &c.    Applications  sent  to  17  Franklin  Place, 
will  he  promptly  attended  to.  oct  14    3m 

MISS  FANNY  PRAZER, 

Has  the  pleasure  to  inform  her  Pupils  and  Friendfl  that  she 
has  returned  to  the  city,  and  will  be  prepared  to  resume  in- 
struction in  SINGING  and  the  PIANO-FORTE,  on  and  after 
October  1st.  Communications  may  be  left  with  Messrs.  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  or  at  her  residence, 
"  Pavilion,"  Tremont  Street.  Sept  16 

YOUNG  LADIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL 

Rooms  in  connection  with  Mr.  E.  A.  Beaman's-YouBg  Ladies' 

School,  No.  23  Temple  Place. 

E.  R.  BLAKCHARD,  Teacher. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

RESIDENCE,  24  WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  read  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  the  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  with  first  prin'CIPles  and  pro- 
ceeding up\tard3,  by  regular  and  successive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  £le- 
me:sts  of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  difficult  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  which  mav  be 
!  had  at  the  I'iano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J,  Webb  &  Co,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  Blanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  honrs  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instruction  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Young  Ladies'  Vocal  Music  School, we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,       Geo.  J.  Webb,         F.  F.  Moller, 

Geo.  F.  Root,  B.  F.  Baker. 

Sept  30  tf 
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IICtWOR    CORE^LLl   begs  leave  to  announce  that  ho 

?  has  commenced  Morning  and  Afternoon  Classes  for  the  in- 
struction of  Young  Ladies  in  SOLFEGGIO,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Messrs.  Chickering,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 

For  the  convenience  of  those  attending  schools,  the  afternoon 
classes  from  4  to  5. 

Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

Signor  Corelli  has  removed  to  No  47  Hancock  Street,  where 
henceforth  he  may  he  addressed  ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
-I  V     at  the  Messrs.  Chickering's  ^ooms.  Sept  9 
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musical  education  society. 

THE  SECOND  CONCERT  of  the  SERIES  WILL  BE  GIVEN 

A.T    THE    MEIONA.ON, 

On  Monday  Evening,  Nov'r  27th. 

The  performances  will  consist  of  select  Choruses  from  the 
Oratorios  of  the  Messiah,  Jeplitha,  and  St.  Paul ;  Solos,  Duets. 
Quartets,  &c.  will  be  introduced  between  the  Choruses  by  the 
following  named  members  of  the  Society  : 

Mrs.  J.  B.  HILL,        Miss  DOANE,        Miss  BOETON,    - 
Miss  IDE,     and    Mr.  KREISSMANN. 
The  justly  celebrated  Duet,  **  Happy  the  Man,**  from 
the  Oratorio  Sin.ai,  by  Neukomm,  will   be  sung  by  Mr.  B.  F. 
GILBERT  and  Mr.  E.  W.  HUTCHINGS. 

A.  KREISSMANN, Conductor. 

F.  F.  DIULLER, Organist  and  Pianist. 

Tickets  25  cents  each,  or  six  for  351,  to  he  obtained  at  the 
office  of  the  Secretary,  29  State  street,  or  at  the  door  on  the 
evening  of  performance. 
[I^Doors  open  at  7.1-1  ;  Concert  to  commence  at  7i3.i  o'clock. 
JAMES  D.  KENT,  Sec'y. 

MR.    S.    HARRISON    MILLARD'S 
MUSICAL    SOIRf:E 

Will  take  place 
AT  MESSB.S.  CH;XCIiK3a.X3G^G'S  HOOMS, 

On  Monday  Evening,  Dec.  A^th., 

On  which  occasion  he  will  be  assisted  by  the  MENDELSSOHN 
QUINTETTE   CLUB,  MRS.  E.  WENTWORTH,  MISS  EMMA 
DAVIS,  of  Lowell,  and  other  musical  talent.    For  particulars 
see  Programme. 
Tickets  now  ready  for  sale^fc  Music  Stores. 

HANDEL  AND  HAYM  SOCIETY. 

THSKTY-NIMTH  YEAR. 

~  811, 

THE  HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY  propose  to  give  "a 
Series  of  EIGHT  CONCERTS,  during  the  approaching 
Musical  Season,  which  will  include  the  Oratorios  of  Elijah, 
The  Messiah,  Moses  in  Egypt,  Selections  from  Mt.  Sixai, 
Israel  in  Egypt,  The  Creation,  &c. 

These  Concerts  will  be  given  at  the  Music  Hall,  commencing 
with  Elijah,  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  Messiah  will  be  given 
on  Christmas  Eve. 

The  Solos  will  be  sustained,  in  part,  by  some  of  the  same 
talent, which  made  the  performances  of  the  last  winter  so  pop- 
ular, with  the  addition  of  other  voices,  now  practicing  in  the 
Society's  Solo  Class. 

Conductor CARL  ZERRAHN. 

Organist  and  Pianist F.  F.  MULLER. 

The  Orchestra  is  composed  of  those  members  of  the  Germania 
Society  who  remain  in  Boston,  with  some  of  the  best  resident 
Musicians. 

Due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  first  performance. 
Tickets   are   now   ready  at  the  the  Music  Stores  of  Wade, 
DiTSON,  Reed,  &  Richardson,  at  Eaybs  &  Faihdakks',  136 
"Washington  street,  and  at  No  1  Joy's  Building. 

H.  L.  HAZELTON,  Secretary. 
Boston,  October  24, 1854.  » 

AFTERNOON  CONCERTS. 
THE     ORCHESTRAL    UNION, 

AT   THE 

BOSTON   MUSIC   HALL. 

Every  Wednesday,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

And  continue  through  the  season. 
CARI*  ZERRAHN Conductor, 

Single  tickets,  25  cts  :  Packages  of  6  tickets,  ^  :  for  sale  at 
the  music  stores  and  at  the  door.  Nov  23 
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SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

THE  public  and  patrons  of  tlie  above  Society  are  hereby 
informed  that  the  Subscription  Ticltets  for  the  Seventh 
Series  of  Concerts  are  now  ready  for  deJivery  at  the  Society's 
Room,  No.  12  Tremont  Street,  up  stairs,  opposite  Reed  &  Co.'s 
Music  Store,  from  10  A.  M.  to  4  P.  M.  every  day. 
Oc  28  LOUIS  RIMBACH,  Sec'y. 

Mr.    J.   Q.    WETHERBEE, 

(BASSO  CANTANTB,) 
No.  18  TREMONT  TEMPLE,   BOSTON. 


IMPROVED   MELODEONS. 

THE  subscriber  has  recently  received  from  Mr.  G.  Peloubet, 
manufacturer  of  Musical  Instruments,  a  consignment  of 
his  improved  MELODEONS,  which  are  offered  for  sale.  These 
instruments  are  superior  in  quality  of  tone  and  freedom  of 
action  to  any  yet  offered  to  the  public,  and  the  prices  are  not 
higher  than  others  of  more  ordinary  quality, 

A  liberal  discount  from  the  retail  prices  will  ho  made  to 
wholesale  purchasers.  JOSEPH  L.  BATES, 

Oc28    (it  129  Washington  St. 

CARL    ZERRAHN, 
Condiictoi*  of  tlie   Handel  <fc  Haydn   Society, 

Is  prepared  to  receive  pupils  on  the  FLUTE  and  PIANO- 
FORTE, and  may  be  addressed  at  his  OFFICE  in  E.  H.  "Wade's 
music  store.  Nov  11 


MUe  GABEIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

Has  the  honor  to  announce  that  she  has  commenced  morning 

and  afternoon  classes  for  the 

INSTRUCTION  OF  TODNG  LADIES  on  the  PIANO-FORTE. 

GC/^Terms,  fifteen  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

These  classes  are  on  the  same  principle  as  those  established 

with  such   great  success  in   the   Conservatories  of  Germany, 

France,  and  England. 

For  classes  or  private  lessons  apply  at  55  Hancock  street,  or 
at  Messrs.  Chickering's.  0  21  3ui 

OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
WiNTHUOP  HoDSE.  Terms  :— 8?50  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  S30  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 


F.    F.    MULLEK, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Piani.>^t  of  the  Handel  &  Uaydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &.c.  &c. 

Residence,  No.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 

Sept  16  3ra 


HEWS'    PATENT 

AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTe. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distiuguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 

WILLIAM  :BERGER, 

PubBislier  and  Iiaiporaea*  of  Music, 

'No.  82  West  4tli  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED  MUSIC,  for  sale  at  Eastern  prices.  New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.  A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.  All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 

[tl?^  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aug26 

FRENCH  LANGUAGE. 

Mr.  DE  LAMOTTE,  from  Paris,  begs  leave  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion to  pupils  in  classes,  or  private  lessons,  during  the  ensuing 
winter,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  55  Hancock 
street.  0  21     3m 

D.   B.   NEWHALL. 

MANUFACTURER   AND   DEALER   IN 
PIANO    FORTES, 

]Vo.  34:4:  "WasHingtou  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  f  TO  LET. 

No.  7  TREMONT  STREET,  BOSTON, 

HAS  just  received  one  of  the  choicest  collections  of  cele- 
brated Engravings  of  the  works  of  the  Old  Masters  ever 
offered  for  sale  in  this  country.  They  were  purchased  in  Eu- 
rope during  the  present  year  5  and  the  variety  of  subjects  and 
engravers  is  larger,  and  more  desirable  to  select  from  than  any 
previous  importation.  The  following  are  some  of  the  most 
important  ones — of  which  there  are  do  duplicates— in  this  col- 
lection ;  — 

"  The  Marriage  of  Joseph  and  Mary ;"  painted  by  Raphael, 
engraved  by  Longhi ;  a  very  fine  old  impression,  with  large 
margin,  and  before  the  inscription  on  the  temple.  A  very  fine 
impression  of  MUUer's  celebrated  engraving  of  Raphael's 
"  Dresden  Madonna."  Steinla's  engraving  of  the  same  Ma- 
donna. The  "  Assumption  of  the  Virgin,"  painted  by  Titian 
and  engraved  by  Schiavoni, — a  superb  impression  with  open 
letters.  "  The  Transfiguration,"  painted  by  Raphael  and  en- 
graved by  Raphael  Morghen.  Guide's  "  Aurora,"  engraved  by 
Itaphael  Morghen.  "The  Descent  from  the  Cross."  by  D. 
Voltera;  engraved  by  Toschi,— fine  impression  with  large 
margin  ;  this  is  one  of  Toschi's  most  celebrated  works-  "  The 
Madonna  della  Scodella."  engraved  by  Toschi  after  Correggio ; 
and  "  The  Madonna  della  Tcnda,"  after  Raphael,  by  the  same 
engraver, — fine  impressions  in  perfect  condition.  "  The  Trib- 
ute Money,"  engraved  by  Steinia,  after  Titian.  "Portrait  of 
Raphael,"  "La  Fornarina"  and  "  La  Poesie,"  painted  by  Raph- 
ael, and  engraved  by  Raphael  Morghen, — fine  impressions  with 
full  margins.  "  Portraits  of  celebrated  ItaHans,"  engraved  by 
Raphel  Morghen.  Fifteen  fine  impressions  of  "The  Stanza  of 
Raphael,"  engraved  by  Volpato  and  Raphael  Morghen.  "  The 
Judgment  of  Solomon,"  splendidly  engraved  by  Anderloui, — 
a  superb  proof,  with  open  letters.  "La  Madonna  del  Lago," 
engraved  by  Longhi,  after  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  splendid  im- 
pressions on  large  paper.  "  The  Presentation  in  the  Temple," 
painted  by  Fra  Bartolomeo  and  engraved  by  Perfetti,— splen- 
did proof,  with  open  letters.  "  Triomphe  of  Galatee,"  painted 
by  Raphael,  and  engraved  by  Richomme, — brilliant  impres- 
sion in  perfect  condition.  "  La  Vierge  au  Poissou,"  engraved 
by  Desnoyers,  after  Raphael.  "  Madonna  del  Sacco,"  engraved 
by  Raphael  Morghen,  after  Andrea  del  Sarto.  "Repose,"  a 
gem,  engraved  by  Bervic.  A  fine  impression  on  India  paper  of 
the  celebrated  engraving  by  Mercuri,  of  Delaroche's  "  Saiut 
Amelia."  Also,  a  fine  proof  before  all  letters  of  "The  Head 
of  Columbus,"  engraved  by  Mercuri.  "  King  Lear,"  painted 
by  West  and  engraved  by  Sharp  ;  open  letter  proof. 

Also  a  very  large  collection  of  modern  engravings,  of  En- 
glish, French  and  German  publications. 

All  new  engravings  received  as  soon  as  published.  Orders 
received  for  engravings  not;  on  hand. 

Nov  11  3t 
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N  OW     READY, 

THE  GREAT  WOKK  OE  THE  TEAK, 

MOORE'S 

COMPl^ETE  ENCYCIiOPiEIHA 

A  work  which  has  cost  the  indefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
eTery  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  Tol- 
ume,  of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  the  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4:000   SSUSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  haTe  ever  lived. 

A  Comiilctc  Uietionary  ot  over 
5000    MTLTSICAL    TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIEITCE    OP    MUSIC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  the  dates'of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOHCOGH  BASS,  &c.  &c. 

A  BooR  intcBie^ed  to  cover  Slae  wliole 

of  MsBSBcaS  Sciemce. 

JOHN  P.   JEWETT   Sr   CO. 

PUBLISHERS, 

July  29  B  O  S  T  O  W . 

SIGIVOR  ATJGUSTO  BEWDEIjARX,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  Tvinter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  tbe  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afEord  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  ^reat 
Buccess  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  AuGtrsTO  Bendelari,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  fc  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  tx)  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

REFERENCE  g. 


Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop, 
Arthur  L.  Payson,  Escl. 
Sept  9 


Samuel  G.  Ward,  Esq. 
John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 


MR.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

Referewces— R.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C.  Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TllA.CliE.P*  OF  THE  PlAi^O  A.i\B  SlKGl?iG7 

Residence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street, 
Refere7ice^  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACH  EK     OF     MUSIC, 

369  Wsisliliiigtora  Street,  Boston. 

Gerniansa  Serenade  Band. 

rrffiE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
JL   by  applying  to 

H.  B.  TELTOW,  Agenl. 
iil4  tt  30  Fayette  Street. 

CHICKERINa   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND    SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


# 


^VAKEROOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


NOTV    READY: 

Third  and  Cheap  Edition  of  the 

MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PIAflO-FOSTE, 

BIT  NATHAN  RICHAKI^SON, 

Inasmuch  as  the  demand  for  a  cheaper  edition  of  this  In- 
struction Book  has  been  so  great,  particularly  among  Teachers, 
heads  of  Seminaries,  &c,,  the  publisher  has  been  induced  to 
issue  an  edition  containing  precisely  the  same  matter,  but 
bound  in  a  plainer  style.  This  Method  is  more  complete  and 
systematic  than  any  other  publi.shed  in  this  country  or  Europe, 
and  is  now  the  cheapest.  It  is  recommended  by  all  the  first 
Teachers,  as  beiug  the  very  beat. 

Price,  in  plain  binding ®3,00 

In  the  original  style,  full  gilt SS4,00 

Copies  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  on  the 
receipt  of  the  above  prices. 

PUBLISHED   AT  THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston,  by 
ITATHA]^  RICHARDSOIfl". 

GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 

W^llliilli  • 

No.  3   '^ITVTEK    STREET, 
BOSTON, 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

WAEEANTED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Sept  2  3m 

A.    W.    PRENZEL 

i    Will  resume  his 
ISfSTXlTrCTlOjNT    O'ST    THE    TXAjMO-E'OB.TE, 
Oa  or  before  October  1st. 

Orders  may  he  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Co. 
N.  Richardson,  or  E.  H.  Wade.  Aug26 

John  Sunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE  ENTIBE  AND  INIMITABLE  ALLEGOBY  OP 

THE    PILGRIM^ S    PROGRESS ^ 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  280  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  ivhicli  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Buuyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  Arnerica. 

JOHIf  P.  JEAVETT,  Fublislier. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  adthorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  ore  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also— Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  espressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

Instruction  on  the  Piano-forte  and  in  Singing. 

MR,  ALOLPH  KIELBLOCK  respectfully  gives  notice  to  his 
pupils  and  the  public  that  he  has  returned  to  the  city, 
and  resumed  his  lessons  on  the  Pianoforte  and  in  Singing,  and 
may  be  addressed  at  his  residence,  30  Ash  street,  or  at  the  Mu- 
sic Stores  of  OUverDitson,  115  Washington  street,  Geo.  P.  Reed 
&  Co.,  13  Tremont  street,  or  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washing- 
ton street. 
References. — Lyman  Nichols,  Esq..,  10  Joy  Street,  Boston. 
John  Bigelow,        "     42  Blossom  St.      " 
Oliver  Ditson,        "  " 

George  P.  Reed,     "  " 

N.  Richardson,      "  " 

Hon.  T.  D  Elliot,  New  Bedford. 
Rev.  John  Weiss,  " 

Joseph  Ricketson,  Esq.  " 

INSTRUCTION  IN  ITALIAN. 

MR,  litllGI  MOKTI,  Instructor  in  Italian  at  Harvard 
University,  will  give  private  lessons  in  the  city. 
Address  at  the  Winthrop  House.  Oct  7    3m 

Me.    THOMAS    RYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  pupils  that  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  season,  and  is  prepared  to  give  instruction 
on  the  PIANO,  FLUTE,  CLARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
THOROUGH  BASS.  Applications  may  be  made  at  his  resi- 
dence. No.  19  Frankhn  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  music  store. 
Sept  16 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-FORTE,  and  in  the  Theory  of  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


manufacttjbed  by 

MASON     &.     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  inTited  to  the  newly 
improTed  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  us.    We  beUeTe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrumentj  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 

ness  of  Action  and  Style  of  Finish.. 
Our  prices  vary  from  860  to  S175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Bealbdry,  George  F.  Boot,  L.  H.  SotrrnAED, 
Edwin  Beuce,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

Oy-The-opinionsof  the  aboye  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 
henry  mason.     )  MASOJV  &  HAMI.IW, 

EMMONS  HAMLIN.  J  Cambridge  St.  (cor.  of  Charles,)  Boston,  Ma. 

Oct  28    6m  (Directly  in  front  of  the  Jail.) 

TAYLOR'S  PIANO  FOETE  FOR  BEGINNERS, 

FIRST  STEPS   TO  THE  PIANO  FORTE ;   being  an  Ele- 
mentary   Catechism    for    Beginners.      By    GEORGE   C. 
TAYLOR,   Teacher  of  the    Piano  Forte,  Harp  and  Violin. 
Price  75  cents.    Usual  deduction  to  the  trade.    For  sale  by 
F.  $.  'HUNTINGTON^  23  Park  Row,  New  York. 
WM.  D.  SULLITAN,  Madison,  Ga. 

MANUEIi  FKISrOLLOSA, 

PROFESSOR    OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-EOOH,  No.  17  Gray's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 
and  Summer  Streets. 
Keferences. 
Messrs.  Chickeeing,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Punchaed,  Boston. 
Messrs.  George  Peabody,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

PIANIST  AlfD  TEACHEK  OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.    Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  RicHAanBONj  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 
References:— Mrs.  C.  "W.  Loring,  33Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Mss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

PRINCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OP  every  variety,  from  §45  to  S150,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church.  Beheving 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 


Sept.  2 


a.    p.    REED   &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sole  Agents  for  Frince  Sf  Co.^s  Melodeons. 


ANDKEAS  T.  THORUP, 

TEACHER    OP    THE    PIANO-FORTE. 

Residence,   8i   Fincluiey    Street. 


Sept  16 


ADOLPH   BAUMBACH, 
T.EACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-POETE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Reed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Roibury.  Sept  9 

H.    S.    CUT'IiER, 

MUSIC  ROOM  UNDER  CHURCH  OF  THE  ADVENT. 


Terms  Si 
ington  St. 


-Address  care  of  Nathan  Richardson,  *282  Wash- 
Sept  9  tf 


TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr.  O.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

E.    GAEBETT, 
PROFESSOR    OF    MUSIC, 

Informs  his  friends  and  the  pubhc,  that,  having  returned  from 
Europe,  he  is  prepared  to  give  instruction  on  the  Organ,  Piano 
Forte,  Violin,  Violoncello,  and  Contra-Basso  :  also  in  Compo- 
sition and  Arrangement.  Organs  and  Piano-Fortes  tuned. 
Music  arranged  and  transposed  to  order. 
in?"Residence,  No.  36  Shawmut  Avenue.  Sept  23    8m 

MHS.  KOSA  GAKCIA  DE  KIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  ^  GUITAR, 

a  Seueca  St*,  comer  HaiTison  Aveune. 

R..  De  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.    Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  &c. 


M^ 


J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Residence  No*  56  Kneelaud  Street. 


^-- 
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PUBLISHED  EVERT  SATURDAY. 

TEKMS    \  ^J  '"'^'-'f,  ^r  ^™""'  \  IN  ADVANCE. 
\     "     CARRIER,   $2.50  "  ) 

ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Music,  but  with 
glances  at  the  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  Literature  ; 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  Reviews  of  ConcertSj 
Oratorios,  Operas  5  with  timely  Analyses  of  the  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2-  Notices  of 
New  Music  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  significant  Musical  News  from  all  parts  ;  gathered  from 
English,  German,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essays  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instru- 
ments, theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  ;  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
Social,  and  Religious  bearings;  on  Music  in  the  Church,  the 
Concert-room,  the  Theatre,  the  Chamber,  and  the  Street,  S:c. 
6.  Translations  from  the  best  German  and  French  writers  upon 
Music  and  Art.  7-  Occasional  Notices  of  Sculpture,  Painting, 
Architecture,  Poetrj',  .Esthetic  Books,  the  Drama,  &c. — 
8.  Original  and  Selected  Poems,  short  Tales,  Anecdotes,  &c. 

iC/^  Back  numbers,  from  the  commencement,  can  be  fur- 
nished.    Also  bound  copies  of  the  first  two  yeavs. 

Postage,  if  paid  in  advance,  for  any  distance  within  the 
State,  thirteen  cents  a  year  ;  if  not  in  advance,  twenty-six 
cents.    To  all  places  beyond  the  State,  double  these  rates. 
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For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 

A  Musical  Career  iu  Italy,  No,  II. 
Signora  Barbiere-Nini  is  as  ugly  in  her  per- 
sonal appearance  as  her  voice  is  now  wonderful 
and  delicious  ;  and  this  fact  weighed  much  in  her 
first  failures,  for  one  can  much  more  easily  pardon 
faulty  vocalization  and  a  bad  method  of  singing 
in  a  well  formed  person  with  a  pretty  face,  than 
be  over-lenient  to  one  absolutely  horrible  in  face 
and  person.  In  listening  to  her  now,  one  forgets, 
after  a  few  moments,  her  deformities  and  thinks 
only  with  rapturous  delight  of  her  delicious  quali- 
ty of  voice  and  the  anima  which  she  infuses  into 
her  music, — coming  as   it  does  from  one   of  the 

Gr-1— — — — 


best  of  hearts,  if  not  from  one  of  the  prettiest 
formed  mouths.  In  personal  appearance  she  has 
been  rivalled  only  by  the  celebrated  contralto  of 
olden  times,  la  Pisaroni,  who  was  obliged,  it  is 
said,  to  wear  a  mask  at  the  first  debut,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  hearing  from  her  audience. 

Tacchinardi,  (who  is  still  living  in  Florence,) 
the  great  Tenor  and  the  father  of  Mme.  Per- 
siAia,  was  remarkable  for  his  shortness  of  stat- 
ure. He  is  only  four  feet  three  inches  in  height. 
At  his  first  appearance  iu  Rome  he  was  greeted 
with  shouts  of  laughter  and  a  storm  of  hisses  on 
account  of  his  ridiculous  figure ;  but  quietly  ad- 
vancing to  the  foot-lights,  he  said :  "  Gentlemen, 
I  have  come  here  to  be  heard  and  not  to  show 
my  figure  ;  and  if  you  will  have  the  patience  to 
hear  me,  and  then  judge,  I  will  abide  your  de- 
cision." He  bad  only  sung  a  few  bars  of  recita- 
tive, when  the  feeling  for  him  was  entirely  changed, 
and  his  success  was  so  great  that  during  five  years 
in  succession  he  held  the  first  rank  in  the  same 
theatre,  until  Napoleon  I.  called  him  to  Paris  to 
take  the  entire  charge  of  the  musical  perform- 
ances before  the  Court. 

But  to  return  to  the  life  of  V  artista.  After 
having  finished  one  or  two  seasons,  he  finds  him- 
qelf  a  spasso,  or  without  an  engagement,  and  it  is 
then  his  chief  business  to  keep  himself  informed 
of  theatres,  impresarios,  and  theatrical  agents. 
Among  the  crowds  of  artists  of  his  grade  and  ex- 
perience there  is,  of  course,  much  envy,  jealousy 
and  intrigue,  and  it  is  not  enough  to  have  the 
talent,  but  it  is  necessary  to  know  how  to  employ 
it  in  order  to  have  a  successful  career.  After  a 
regular  routine  of  hopes,  promises  from  agents, 
and  disappointments,  he  obtains  an  engagement, 
• — perhaps  for  some  small  city  where  he  is  entirely 
unknown.  Arming  himself  with  letters  of  intro- 
duction to  the  most  influential  people  of  the 
place,  and  passing  through  the  operas  destined  for 
him  with  the  best  teacher  to  be  found,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  the  new  sphere  of  his  future  successes  or 
failures,  as  it  may  be. 

He  immediately  introduces  himself  to  the  man- 
ager as  the  person  engaged  by  his  agent  for  such 
and  such  parts, — say,  for  instance:  11  prima  te- 
nore  assoluto, — and  takes  his  lodgings,  ready  to 
commence  the  rehearsals  whenever  the  impresa- 
rio may  call  him.  If  the  prima  donna  has  alrea- 
dy arrived  in  town,  he  calls  upon  her  at  once  to 
pay  his  compliments  and  from  curiosity  to  see  with 
whom  he  is  to  be  (in  opera)  desperately  in  love, 
and  for  whom  he  is  ready  to  kill  himself  four  or 


five  nights  in  each  week  for  two  months.  Things 
for  the  first  two  or  three  days  go  very  pleasantly, 
as  the  parties  are  as  yet  unacquainted  with  each 
other,  and  compliments  are  bandied  on  either  side 
with  great  profuseness  ;  and  it  is  only  towards  the 
end  of  the  season  that,  rendered  mutually  jealous 
of  each  other's  applause,  contentions  take  place, 
and  open  warfare  is  declared  on  both  sides.  It  is 
not  at  all  an  uncommon  thing  for  the  tenor  to 
hire  people  to  hush  up  applause  for  the  prima 
donna,  or  when  called  out  after  a  seemingly  most 
loving  duo,  to  receive  with  great  joy  the  exclama- 
tions of  his  minions,  —  "  Bravo,  bravo,"  instead 
of  bravi,  bravt." 

When  the  company  have  all  arrived,  the  first 
piano-forte  rehearsal  of  the  solos  and  concerted 
pieces  is  called.  This  rehearsal  usually  occupies 
from  10  A.  M.  to  1  or  2  P.  M.,  and  at  last  the 
concertkta  declares  every  thing  ready  for  a  re- 
hearsal "  in  orchestra."  At  about  seven  o'clock 
all  are  assembled  in  the  theatre ;  the  few  lights 
upon  the  wings,  in  the  orchestra,  and  on  the  table 
of  the  prompter  (placed  in  the  front  of  the  stage) 
rendering  the  darkness  of  the  empty  theatre 
more  visible. 

The  chorus  are  usually  walking  about  among 
the  side-scenes  or  on  the  back  parts  of  the  stage ; 
a  row  of  chairs  for  the  accommodation  of  the  solo 
performers  is  placed  near  the  prompter.  After 
several  trials  of  the  overture  by  the  orchestra, 
whose  parts  are  seldom  copied  right,  the  leader 
passes,  with  another  prova,  to  the  opening  cava- 
tina  of  the  tenore. 

The  prelude  begins.  The  Tenore  comes  forward 
to  the  foot-lights,  yielding  his  acknowledged  right 
to  pay  his  addresses  to  the  Prima  Donna  to  ano- 
ther aspirant  for  her  good  graces — it  may  be  to 
some  young  village  lion,  who  hopes  to  pass  as  the 
most  favored  of  her  admirers, — and  who  tells  her 
the  immense  influence  he  has  in  the  place,  and 
that  she  need  not  doubt  her  entire  success,  as  it 
depends  entirely  on  him,  and  he  has  already 
paved  the  way  to  a  most  enthusiastic  reception  on 
her  first  appearance.  The  Tenore  begins  a  mezza 
voce,  and  sings  only  his  favorite  morceau  in  full 
voice  at  the  first  rehearsal,  in  order  to  make  a  fa- 
vorable impression  on  the  members  of  the  orches- 
tra, well  knowing  that  their  opinion  upon  the 
eager  outsiders  goes  a  great  way  ;  then  the  chorus 
is  called  together  and  a  concerted  piece  tried 
several  times,  each  time  correcting  something 
either  for  the  orchestral  parts  or  the  prompter 
(who,  by  the  bye,  has  almost  as  important  a  part 
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to  perform  as  the  leader  of  the  orchestra,  as  every 
word  in  the  opera  is  priven  to  the  singers  and  one 
phrase  given  out  of  time  may  upset  every  thing.) 
Then  comes  the  Prima  Donna  who  does  as  the 
Tenore  has  done,  and  the  first  prova  usually  fin- 
ishes with  the  1st  October. 

The  instant  the  director  of  the  orchestra  has 
declared  the  rehearsal  for  the  evening  finished, 
up  jump  the  orchestra  all  eager  to  be  liberated 
from  rehearsing,  and  longing  for  the  cafe,  to 
which  they  immediately  adjourn,  ordering  a  two 
quatirine  (less  than  1-2  a  cent)  cigar,  which  is 
preferred  in  that  climate  to  the  best  Havana,  and 
a  poncino,  which  consists  of  a  small  tumbler  of 
hot  water,  with  two  or  three  spoonsful  of  rum  and 
brandy  in  it.  Every  thing  is  there  discussed  for 
the  space  of  an  hour  or  so,  excepting  politics, 
which  they  have  been  taught  by  severe  lessons  to 
let  alone ! 

In  about  fifteen  days,  after  much  getting  hoarse 
every  evening  on  the  part  of  the  director  of  the 
orchestra,  every  thing  is  ready.  The  Tenore  and 
Prima  Donna  have  their  songs  transposed  higher 
or  lower,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  the  little  caden- 
zas, holds,  pauses,  etc.,  are  all  agreed  upon  to  the 
mutual  satisfaction  of  all  parties.  Then  comes 
the  prova  generale,  or  last  rehearsal,  to  which  the 
subscribers  for  the  season  are  entitled  to  admission, 
and  where  every  thing  is  gone  through  with  act- 
ing, and  all  as  if  a  public  performance,  with  the 
exception  that  the  costumes  are  not  donned  until 
the  first  night  of  the  opera.  During  the  day  of 
the  first  performance  no  rehearsal  is  held,  but 
each  singer  puts  himself  in  train  for  the  evening, 
and  a  rigid  diet  is  observed  in  order  to  be  fresh 
and  in  voice.  Fraschini,  the  great  tenore  di 
forza,  with  a  volume  of  voice  which  one  would 
think  could  never  be  diminished  by  the  minor  de- 
tails of  life,  never  after  dinner  speaks  or  con- 
verses more  than  is  absolutely  necessary  until  he 
goes  in  scena  in  the  evening.  La  Barbieri- 
NiNi  dines  at  3,  and  goes  regularly  to  bed,  with- 
out however  sleeping  (as  sleep  in  the  day  time  is 
very  injurious  to  the  voice,)  until  the  time  arrives 
for  her  to  dress  for  her  part.  At  least  an  hour 
before  the  time  appointed  for  the  commencement 
of  the  opera,  the  singers  are  all  present  at  the 
theatre  in  order  to  dress  and  arrange  nicely  the 
rouge  el  Mane,  which  is  necessary  to  obviate  the 
glare  of  the  foot-lights.  Eyes  are  made  larger 
or  longer,  as  may  be  required,  and  a  young  Jasso 
projondo  of  twenty-five  will  in  the  course  of  an 
hour  transform  himself,  by  means  of  wig  and  false 
wrinkles,  into  an  old  father  of  sixty. 

As  the  opera  goes  through,  the  merits  and  de- 
merits of  each  singer  are  duly  discussed,  and  the 
Prima  Donna  or  the  Tenore  soon  knows  who  is 
the  public's  favorite ;  for  in  Italy  the  public's 
opinion,  either  one  way  or  the  other,  after  each 
song,  duo  and  chorus  is  expressed  :  and  the  Ital- 
ian lets  ofl'  at  the  opera  that  steam  of  enthusiasm 
which  in  America  finds  vent  in  torch-light  proces- 
sions and  politics  generally.  Not  having  steam- 
boat and  railway  accidents  to  horrify  the  public 
mind,  they  enter  much  more  deeply  into  the  situ- 
ation and  feelings  of  the  hapless  victim  of  a  rash- 
ly made  promise,  like  Ei'nani  and  others.  Once 
at  Portoferraio,  a  small  place,  the  audience  in- 
sisted, en  masse,  that  it  was  too  cruel  that  Ernani 
should  be  forced  by  Silva  to  kill  himself  in  that 
happy  moment  of  love  !  and  the  whole  plot  of 
the  well  known  opera  was  changed  to  the  cry  of 
Viva  Erna7ii  !  Muori  Silva  !    And  the  audience 


separated  with  a  most  gratified  consciousness 
of  having  been  the  means  of  ensuring  the  hap- 
piness of  the  two  lovers,  and  the  death  of  the 
cruel,  hated  Don  Silva. 

At  the  end  of  the  opera  faces  are  washed  with 
cold  cream,  and  the  operatic  dresses  hastily  laid 
aside  by  the  hungry  performers,  who  invariably 
have  awaiting  them  at  home  a  hearty  supper  of 
maccaroni,  etc. 

As  soon  as  the  opera  is  fairly  under  way  for  the 
public,  rehearsals  in  the  morning  are  again  called 
for  the  second  opera,  and  the  same  routine  gone 
through  with  as  before.  The  season  closed,  each 
singer  returns  to  his  head-quarters,  Florence,  Mi- 
lan, or  Naples,  and  announces  himself  to  the 
agents  as  disponibile  for  another  season,  recount- 
ing to  his  friends  and  every  body  his  successes, 
and  never  his  failures.  Harrison. 


A  Native  American.  —  Americans  are  an 
independent,  self-reliant  people,  fond  of  judging 
for  themselves.  There  is  no  doubt  of  this.  We 
had  an  instance  of  it  yesterday.  A  gentleman, 
evidently  from  the  rural  districts,  uncontaminated 
by  the  vicious  refinements  of  a  large  city,  called  at 
the  establishment  of  Mason  Brothers,  and  in- 
quired for  "  The  New  Singin'  Book,  the  Hallelu- 
jah," giving  they  in  the  last  syllable  its  full  sound. 
"  I  hearn  tell  it's  considerable  good,  but  I'm  in  the 
habit  of  judgin'  for  myself,  I  am."  The  book  was 
presented.  Our  friend  in  the  felt  hat  and  home- 
spun looked  at  it  carefully  on  one  side,  then  on 
the  other ;  then  on  each  end  and  each  side.  At 
last,  with  due  deliberation,  he  opened  it,  and  read 
the  tide-page.  Next  he  turned  to  the  record  of 
copyright  entry,  and  read  that.  So  he  went  on 
page  by  page,  through  the  elements.  He  was 
evidently  about  to  examine  the  work  for  himself. 
Through  the  elements  he  went  paragraph  by  par- 
agraph. An  hour  passed.  The  clerk  had  loni' 
since  turned  to  other  employment,  but  still  the 
same  deliberate  turning  of  the  leaves.  At  last  our 
friend  reached  the  music.  Here  he  laid  the 
book  carefully  down  upon  a  pile  of  paper,  keep- 
ing it  open  by  the  aid  of  other  books  placed  on 
each  end.  Diving  an  arm  into  one  of  his  capa- 
cious pockets,  he  drew  therefrom  an  instrument 
of  music,  even  a  veritable  fife.  After  a  careful 
adjustment  of  its  parts,  he  applied  it  to  his  lips, 
and  commenced  playing  the  air  of  the  first  tune ; 
this  finished  he  went  to  the  second ;  then  to  the 
third,  the  fourth,  the  fifth,  and  so  on  in  regular 
succession.  It  is  true  our  friend  had  not  j'et  ar- 
rived at  great  skill  on  his  favorite  instrument.  He 
did  not  always  (we  might  perhaps  say  often)  pro- 
duce the  right  tones,  and  quite  frequently  he  was 
oblivious  of  time.  Nevertheless  the  intent  was 
there,  and  certainly,  according  to  his  ability,  he 
was  faithful.  No  tune  and  no  part  of  any  tune 
was  omitted.  Hours  rolled  on.  Customers  came 
and  went.  Boxes  of  books  were  packed  and  sent 
otf.  Yet  amid  the  clatter  of  hammers,  the  calls  of 
clerks  and  porters,  and  the  rolling  of  carriages  in 
the  street,  still  that  fife  held  on  its  way  "  toot,  toot, 
toot-ti  toot,  toot  too-o-o."  The  clerks  went  to  din- 
ner and  returned.  The  fifer  was  still  there ;  eve- 
ning approached,  and  yet  he  went  not.  At  last 
the  hour  for  closing  arrived.  The  clerks  were  too 
well-bred  to  show  any  signs  of  mirth,  but  broad 
grins  in  sly  corners,  and  behind  piles  of  books, 
gave  some  vent  to  their  feelings.  At  last  one  ad- 
dressed him.  "  We  wish  to  close  for  the  night 
now,  sir."  "  Oh  I  ye  do,  do  ye  !"  was  the  response. 
"  Wall,  I'm  in  the  habit  of  judgin'  things  for  my- 
self, and  I  don't  hke  to  make  up  my  mind  too  sud- 
den. Ye  see  I  can't  tell  about  a  singin'  book 
without  tryin'  all  the  parts.  I  aint  quite  got 
through  the  trebles  yet,  but  I'll  call  ag'in  in  the 
morning  and  go  through  the  other  parts." 

We  like  perseverance,  we  like  an  independent 
judgment,  but  that  fife  was  not  to  be  borne  an- 
other day.  An  expedient  occurred.  A  book  was 
presented,  and  our  friend  left  with  many  thanks, 
and  the  promise  that  when  he  had  thoroughly  ex- 
amined it,  we  should  have  his  written  opinion. 

'  JV.  r.  MiM.  Gazctle. 
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From  BEKLIH',  Wov.  4. 

Mosio  AND  Missions— Great  collection  in  the   Royal  Li- 
brary— Importance  of  Musical  Libraries. 

I  think  often,  and  never  without  gratitude  and 
a  strong  feeling  of  pleasure  of  what  a  gentleman 
in  America  said  to  me  a  few  months  since,  and 
which  was  to  this  effect — I  do  not  pretend  to  give 
his  words,  but  the  thought  is  all  that  is  impor- 
tant:— 

"  Music  is  a  sacred  thing,  and  its  universal  cul- 
tivation, until  it  permeates  with  its  refining  in- 
fluences all  classes  of  society,  is  to  be  one  of  the 
great  means  of  elevating  man.  Now  there  are 
enough  rich  and  benevolent  men  already  to  sup- 
port the  various  societies  for  the  spread  of  the 
gospel  and  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
mankind;  or  if  not  enough,  still  they  are  numer- 
ous, and  the  number  is  constantly  increasing. 
Without  neglecting  therefore  to  give  my  mite 
where  duty  calls,  I  think  I  am  performing  a 
duty  in  making  the  principal  object  of  anything  I 
can  do  in  the  way  of  "  casting  bread  upon  the 
v/aters,"  that  of  advancing  the  cause  of  true 
music.  Mr.  A.  and  B.  may  well  send  young  C. 
and  D.  to  the  seminary  to  fit  them  for  preaching 
the  gospel  ;  if  I  can  help  E.  and  F.  to  that 
knowledge  of  music  which  shall  hereafter  redound 
to  God's  praise  in  the  Sanctuary,  I  see  not  why 
this  is  not  as  good  a  use  of  a  few  dollars  as  my 
neighbor  makes." 

I  have  felt  an  affection  for  that  man  ever  since. 
My  good  aunt  gives  of  all  her  living  her  two 
mites  annually  to  be  divided  among  the  societies  : 
1st.  For  the  distribution  of  religious  books  among 
people  who  cannot  read  j  2d.  For  the  Dickens 
Association  for  supplying  destitute  infant  negroes 
in  the  West  Indies  with  red  flannel  shirts  ;  3d. 
For  the  confusion  of  all  useless  knowledge  among 
the  New  York  hodmen  ;  4th.  For  a  due  supply  of 
musketo  nets  to  the  Esquimaux  missionaries  ;  and 
51h.  For  the  gratuitous  circulation  of  the  Assem- 
bly's Catechism  in  English  among  papist  children 
at  Rome.  Now  when  I  go  to  church  with  the 
excellent  lady  in  question  and  see  this  money,  in 
obedience  to  some  very  loud  call  from  the  pulpit, 
drop  into  the  box,  and  immediately  after  hear,  in 
the  performance  of  the  choir,  a  very  substantial 
reason  why  the  young  people  have  so  fallen  off  in 
their  attendance  upon  stated  worship,  I  am  much 
tempted  to  remonstrate  with  her  for  not  finding 
the  waters  upon  which  to  cast  her  bread  much 
nearer  home.  Those — and  their  name  is  legion — 
who  have  never  heard  Music  in  the  church,  know 
nothing  of  its  effects.  They  are  apt  to  think  that 
hearing  good  music  in  a  church  is  like  attending  a 
concert.  Why,  my  dear  Madam,  this  is  only  the 
case  while  it  is  novel.  You,  good  old  Calvinist 
Congregationalist  that  you  are,  do  you  not  remem- 
ber that  time  when  you  first  attended  the  Episco- 
pal church,  and  how  you  were  struck  by  the  nov- 
elties of  the  worship  ?  And  how  after  a  few  Sab- 
baths you  had  to  confess  that  it  was  very  solemn  ? 
So  with  good  music.  I  went  a  few  weeks  since 
to  hear  the  singing  in  a  cathedral,  and  I  forgot  all 
about  it,  while  I  listened,  so  great  was  its  influ- 
ence upon  my  feelings.  I  was  for  the  time  being 
almost  a  Catholic.  Here  in  Berlin  too  the  Dom 
Choir  of  men  and  boys  appeal  to  my  feelings  in 
the  psalm  they  sing,  whether  to  music  of  Klein, 
or  Mendelssohn  or  Neithardt,  or  whoever  it  be, 
or  whether  it  be  joyous  or  sad  ;  it  puts  me  into 
such  a  frame  of  mind,  that  there  is  no  knowing 
what  effect  Mr.  B.'s  preaching  at  such  a  moment 
might  have  upon  me,  if  he  were  only  here  to 
preach.  The  art — the  concertizing — is  forgotten. 
So,   on  the  whole,  I  think  my  aunt's  two  mites 
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might  as  well  be  given  to  some  musical  missionary 
as  to  Mr.  Srnith  up  among  the  Esquimaux,  even 
judging  from  her  own  stand-point. 

I  hardly  see  how  I  can  modulate  back  into  the 
topic  upon  which  I  intended  to  write  when  I 
dated  this  sheet  half  an  hour  ago.  It  certainly 
seems  rather  a  striking  example  of  the  enharmonic 
transition,  to  turn  abruptly  from  a  country  choir 
at  home,  to  the  Royal  Library  here  in  Berlin.  S. 
W.  Dehn,  formerly  professor  of  Music  in  the 
noble  University  here,  is  the  Librarian  of  the 
musical  department — Marx  having  taken  his  place 
in  the  professor's  chair.  Of  course  you  think  he 
cannot  have  a  very  laborious  post,  having  only  the 
musical  works  to  attend  to.  Stop  in  and  take  a 
look.  See  those  rows  of  shelves  extending  up  to 
the  lofty  ceiling.  Well,  look  at  the  backs  of  the 
books  and  you  will  see  little  else  than  the  titles  of 
operas.  All  the  operas  you  ever  heard  of  are 
there,  and  thousands  of  which  you  never  heard. 
In  another  place  are  the  theoretical  works,  from 
away  beyond  the  invention  of  printing  down  to 
the  last  edition  of  Mars.  Another  department 
contains  the  history  and  biography.  In  those 
cases  are  treasures  of  various  kinds.  In  that  one 
you  will  find  autograph  works  of  Handel,  Haydn, 
Bach,  Beethoven,  Mozart,  Chekubini,  &c.  In 
that  one  is  a  beautiful  copy  of  an  English  edition 
of  Handel,  and  if  you  peep  through  the  glass  door 
under  the  volumes  of  Handel,  on  the  shelf  below, 
you  will  see  a  lot  of  tin  instruments — they  are 
the  ear-trumpets  which  Maelzel  made  for  Beet- 
hoven !  This  pile  of  dirty  looking  little  manu- 
script books,  which  I  am  trying  to  make  out,  and 
find  a  hard  matter,  written  thirty  years  since  with 
lead  pencil,  in  all  sorts  of  chirography,  and  that 
too  in  German  letters  and  language,  contain  what 
people  had  to  write  to  Beethoven  after  he  was  too 
deaf  to  hear  them  speak. 

"  Professor  Dehn,  how  large  is  your  depart- 
ment ?  " 

"  It  has  about  50,000  numbers." 

People  go  out  to  Cambridge  to  see  the  great 
library  there — which  may  now  contain  60,000 
volumes!  And  yet  in  music  alone  this  library's 
catalogue  numbers  some  50,000 !  How  I  wish 
that  some  of  our  red-flannel  benevolence  could  be 
turned  into  a  musical  channel!  If  anything  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  further  elevation  of 
music  among  us,  which  we  have  not  yet,  and  have 
no  prospect  of,  it  is  Books,  Books,  Books ;  and 
what  is  more,  it  is  just  that  class  of  books  which 
men  do  not  want  in  their  own  libraries.  We  want 
all  those  dull,  tedious,  good  for  nothing  things  which 
nobody  reads.  We  do  not  want  Scott's  novels  in 
Harvard  College  Library;  nor  Cooper  nor  Irving  ; 
but  many  a  book  which  does  not  come  from  the 
shelf  over  once  a  year  is  invaluable.  Among  the 
invaluables  for  a  musical  library  are  sets  of  musi- 
cal periodicals.  You  or  I  do  not  want  them  in 
our  room  if  there  is  a  public  place  for  them, 
but  we  want  to  consult  them  at  times,  and  gradu- 
ally get  out  the  essence  of  them  for  our  friends. 
If  our  friends  would  furnish  us  with  them,  I  think 
they  might  be  sure  of  being  repaid  in  the  end. 

During  my  recent  trip  in  West  Germany,  I  have 
carefully  examined  the  antiquarian  catalogues  of 
the  principal  booksellers  with  a  view  to  their  mu- 
sical works  for  sale.  I  have  been  utterly  surprised 
to  find  how  few  are  the  works  upon  musical  topics, 
other  than  theoretical,  and  how  difficult  it  is  to 
collect  complete  sets  of  the  more  valuable  periodi- 
cals, among  these  second  hand-dealers. 

In  Mayence  I  went  into  the  store  of  Schott 
Sons,  to  make  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  Ccscilia, 
a  musical  journal  long  since  defunct,  formerly 
edited  by  Gottfried  Weber — he  of  the  "Theory 
of  Musical  Composition" — a  work  of  high  historic 
and   critical   value  on   certain  points.     I  went  in, 


and  two  or  three  clerks  all  looked  up  as  if  anxious 
to  do  great  things  with  probably  the  only  customer 
they  had  had  that  morning — it  is  a  publishing 
house  mainly,  and  does  but  little  sixpenny  trading 
apparently. 

"  Would  it  be  possible  to  get  a  complete  set  of 
the  Cmcilia,  and  if  so,  at  what  price?" 

(After  some  talk  with  one  another^  "  I  think  we 
can  make  out  a  set,"  says  one. 

"  At  what  price  ?  " 

Here  a  member  of  the  firm  thought  fit  to  put  in 
his  word,  and  said  : 

"The  original  price,  of  course." 

I  looked  at  him,  and  he  returned  the  look.  I 
exclaimed  aloud  in  good  German,  "So!"  and  to 
myself,  "  right  about  face  !  forward,  march  ! — and 
have  seen  nothing  of  Schott  Sons,  since  I  shot 
madly  from  their  doors. 

Still  by  watching  opportunities  it  is  not  difficult 
to  collect,  if  one  is  on  the  spot.  For  instance,  I 
heard  a  few  weeks  since  of  a  collection,  which 
would  be  worth  seeing  if  one  came  within  reason- 
able distance  of  it.  This  is  a  collection  of  all  the 
works  of  several  of  the  great  composers  in  score, 
made  by  a  person  with  whom  this  happened  to  be 
a  hobby-horse,  and  who  has  gone  on  spending 
hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  thalers  to  make  it  com- 
plete, and  who  now  is  in  a  position  which  forces 
him  to  think  of  parting  with  it  for  what  it  will 
bring.  Another  person  here  in  Berlin  has  given 
up  a  place  which  he  has  long  filled,  and  is  under 
the  necessity  of  reducing  his  library.  Well,  what 
shall  he  cull  out?  He  wants  his  philological 
works  of  all  kinds,  and  on  the  whole  he  thinks 
best  to  sell  off  his  large  musical  collection.  I  have 
not  seen  him,  but  his  wife  let  me  have  a  glance  at 
the  room  full  of  books  of  all  kinds,  and  the  piles 
of  Musikalische  Zeitungen,  which  turned  their 
friendly  faces  up  to  me,  made  me  quite  woe-be- 
gone  to  think  that  they  are  all  to  be  scattered 
about  among  antiquarians,  and  very  likely  sold  by 
the  pound  for  wrapping  paper! 

I  notice  a  great  fuss  in  some  papers  which  have 
come  to  us  from  New  York  and  Boston,  over  Mr. 
Albrecht's  collection  of  a  few  hundred  volumes. 
If  the  various  music  societies  of  Boston  would 
give  the  proceeds  of  a  few  concerts  for  the  pur- 
pose, a  collection  of  German,  French,  Italian,  and 
English  books  on  Music  might  easily  be  made, 
which  would  be  worth  having — at  least  for  a  poor 
fellow  trying  to  write  a  biography — say  of  Sali- 
ERi  or  old  Tomasciieck.  In  the  course  of  my 
reading  I  haVe  found  unrjumbered  allusions  to 
Mattheson's  Vollkommene  Orchestra  or  Kapell- 
meister (the  exact  title  escapes  me),  and  had  con- 
sequently a  great  desire  to  see  it  ;  inquiring  one 
day  of  an  antiquarian  what  he  had  for  musical 
works,  among  other  things  he  produced  a  fine  old 
folio  about  a  hundred  years  old — and  there  was 
my  book.  His  price  was  about  two  dollars  of  our 
money. 

There  are  differences  of  opinion  upon  all  points; 
but  that  a  collection  of  scores,  operatic,  sympho- 
nic, oratorio,  of  the  great  composers,  indeed  of 
their  entire  works  so  far  as  possible,  together  with 
works  which  furnish  the  materials  of  history  and 
biography,  which  should  be  accessible  however 
only  for  consultation  and  for  copying  would  be  of 
the  highest  advantage,  is  an  exceptional  point  up- 
on which  there  can  be  no  diflference.  Suppose  a 
new  choral  society  wants  the  orchestral  parts  to 
"Elijah" — go  to  the  library  and  copy  them  ;  or 
somebody  recommends  a  certain  symphony  of 
Haydn  to  the  Musical  Fund — go  to  the  library 
and  get  a  copy  ol  it.  You  and  I  want  to  refer  to 
some  contemporary  accounts  of  the  Rossini  fury 
in  Europe  thirty  years  since.  We  go  to  the  libra- 
ry, and  open  the  Zeitungen  of  Vienna,  Paris  and 
London.     Somebody  undertakes  to  palm  off  upon 


the  community  what  he  calls  the  Miserere  of  Al- 
LEGRi — but  which  is  really  but  a  miserable  Alle- 
gro. One  of  us  recollects  it  as  being  in  one  of 
Burney's  publications,  another  turns  at  once  to 
the  Hnrmoiiicon,  and  a  third  can  show  it  you  in 
the  Berliner  Zeilung.  Another  comes  across  some 
half  forgotten  name  in  music,  say  Reiciiaudt,  or 
Storage — he  goes  to  the  library  and  satisfies  his 
curiosity.     And  so  on. 

Once,  he  that  could  spell  out  a  chapter  in  the 
Bible  was  a  wondrous  man  ;  and  it  is  still  the  case 
that  any  one  among  us  who  has  had  the  opportuni- 
ties afforded  by  a  good  musical  library,  may  have 
precious  little  well  grounded  historical  knovvledge 
and  yet  cut  a  mighty  figure.  Next  to  the  pleasures 
of  acquiring  and  imparting  knowledge  is  that  of  ex- 
posing boastful  ignorance.  0  for  a  library  in  Bos- 
ton and  New  York,  sufficiently  extensive  to  enable 
one  to  expose  all  quackery  ! 

Who  will  cast  his  bread  upon  the  musical  waters 
in  faith  that  after  many  days  he  will  find  it?  I 
know  of  one  gentleman,  who  is  really  making  a  fine 
collection  ;  but  one  collection  is  not  enough  for  a 
country  like  ours.  I  despair  of  any  of  our  colleges 
doing  anything  in  this  line.  I  despair  of  even  see- 
ing any  musical  books  of  special  value  in  any  of 
our  libraries.  It  follows  therefore  that  a  separate, 
distinct  collection  must  be  made,  if  we  are  to  have 
one  at  all. 

Mr.  B.,  I  pray  you,  do  not  give  $500  to  the  Red 
Flannel  Shirt  Society  this  coming  year,  but  rejoi(^e 
the  hearts  of  a  small  host  of  good  fellows,  who  have 
more  music  than  money,  and  more  time  than  tin, 
and  who  would  rise  up  and  call  him  blessed  that 
shall  enable  them  to  study  at  the  fountains  of  musi- 
cal knowledge. 

There  goes  the  watchman  blowing  his  whistle 
three  times  in  token  of  midnight !    . 

■     So  good  night.         A.  AV.  T. 


Diary  Abroad.— No.  4. 

Berlin,  Oct.  7. —  Last  evening  1  heard  Fidelio  once 
more,  and  with,  I  believe,  precisely  the  same  cast  it  had 
four  years  ago.  Frau  Koster  as  Fidelio,  Mantius  as 
Florestan,  &c.  If  my  fair  friend  do  not  err,  I  must  hear 
it  with  Johanna  Wagner  as  Fidelio,  in  order  to  fully 
appreciate  its  greatness.  I  do  not  know.  With  Koster 
though  1  knew  all  would  turn  out  well,  though  I  knew  it 
was  the  mere  show  of  the  stage,  that  the  starving  man 
had  probably  just  come  from  a  good  dinner,  and  though 
I  determined  to  watch  the  music  critically  all  the  way 
through,  and  not  be  guilty  of  the  folly  of  breaking  my 
heart  over  fictitious  woes,  moreover  in  spite  of  past  de- 
termination to  mark  the  wretched  manner  in  which  Bee- 
thoven composed  for  voices(!)  and  save  all  my  applause 
for  "Romeo  and  Juliet"  to-morrow  evening;  in  spite  of  all, 
when  the  canon  just  at  the  commencement  of  the  opera 
began ;  Mir  ist  's  so  wunderbar,  I  shut  my  book  and 
away  went  all  my  good  intentions  to  serve  as  paving 
stones — you  no  where.  Without  thinking  upon  the  mu- 
sic, it  sunk  down  into  the  very  fountains  of  feeling  ;  and 
emotion  followed  emotion  at  the  beck  of  the  magical 
word  of  the  composer. 

Beethoven  knew  nothing  of  stage  effect,  says  X ;  Beet- 
hoven knew  nothing  about  writing  for  the  voice,  says  Y; 
Beethoven  was  a  great  harmonist,  violating  all  laws, 
and  being  a  law  unto  himself,  and  had  no  flow  of  melody, 
says  Z.  Now  X  was  a  composer,  Y  has  spent  more 
years  abroad  than  I  ever  did,  and  Z  writes  criticisms  for 
the  newspapers,  and  they  must  know.  Wh.at  an  im- 
mense giant  in  music  must  he  have  been, — what  an  over- 
whelming power  of  musical  expression  must  he  have 
had,  when  by  such  bad  music  as  that  to  Fidelio  an  audi- 
ence for  two  and  a  half  hours  were  held  still  as  the 
grave,  so  that  the  lightest  tones  from  orchestra  and  stage 
were  heard  distinctly  through  all  that  vast  opera  house! 
A  certain  William  Shakspeare  was  proved  over  and  over 
again  to  know  nothing  about  writing  for  the  stage,  and 
that  too  by  the  greatest  men  in  French  literature,  but 
some  how  or  other  strong  men  must  wipe  their  eyes 
when  his  plays  are  given.     1  guess,  on  the  whole,  better 
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be  a   Beethoven  than  a   Beliini,  or   even   Donizetti; — 
though  they  understood  writing  for  the  voice. 

Once  more,  a  few  words  on  the  old  topic.  I  never  de- 
nied to  the  favorite  Italian  composers  genius  and  talent, 
a  fine  knowledge  of  stage  effect,  and  a  natural  fund  of 
melody.  I  like  to  hear  their  operas}  Rossini  is  a  favor- 
ite with  me,  and  his  "  Moses,"  (as  an  oratorio,  not  on  the 
stage,)  is  one  of  the  great  works  in  my  estimation.  The 
vocal  concerted  pieces  of  Donizetti  and  of  Verdi  are 
often  unsurpassable,  the  Carlo  Magna  dnnle  in  "  Ernani" 
for  instance.  That  these  men  may  understand  writing  for 
the  voice  so  as  to  show  off  the  singer  better  than  the 
great  Germans,  may  all  be  very  true,  but  what  right  have 
A,  B  and  C,  who  never  heard  any  of  the  great  Ger- 
man works  given  properly,  to  say  so.  Music  is  the  lan- 
guageof  the  emotions.  Ifa  composer  expresses  grander 
and  deeper  emotions  than  his  rival,  and  so  expresses 
them  as  to  produce  a  greater  effect  upon  the  audience, 
is  he  not  a  greater  man  ?  And  that  too,  though  his  rival 
may  understand  the  technical  better  than  he  ?  The 
Italian  operas,  so  far  as  we  have  heard  them  in  New 
York  and  Boston,  have  been  little  more  than  media  for  a 
few  singers  to  show  themselves  off.  As  to  speaking  of 
the  production  of  any  work  of  the  kind  in  the  matters  of 
scenery  and  orchestra,  the  idea  is  ridiculous.  Now  with 
Der  Freyschiilz  or  Fidelia,  '  Don  Juan'  and  tlie  '  Magic 
Flute,'  the  '  Prophet,'  or  '  Huguenots,'  to  give  them  with- 
out proper  chorus  and  orchestra,  is  giving  the  auditors 
no  chance  to  form  any  correct  judgment  of  their  merits; 
and  he  who  has  only  heard  them  in  Howard  AthenKum 
fashion  is  very  excusable  if  he  thinks  a  piece  like 
Ernani  far  superior.  He  may  think  so,  but  has  he  any 
right  to  pretend  to  a  correct  judgment  on  the  matter  ? 
But,  says  one,  if  we  like  them,  why  not  let  us  like  them? 
Simply  because  there  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  having  the 
best  if  the  public  will  only  will  it,  and  that  best  consists 
in  a  higher  pleasure  than  the  mere  enjoyment  of  a  few 
songs  and  concerted  pieces  to  which  thus  far  our  opera- 
tic pleasure  has  been  confined.  To  the  three  things 
which  were  too  wonderful  for  Solomon,  yea,  the  four 
which  he  knew  not,  I  would  add  as.being  utterly  unex- 
plainable,  that  people  so  well  acquainted  with  orchestral 
and  choral  music  and  its  effects  as  the  Bostonians  should 
be  unable  to  see  that  the  proper  combination  of  orchestra, 
chorus  and  soloists  only  can  give  any  high  degree  of 
operatic  perfection,  and  that  they  can  hardly  be  said  to 
have  heard  opera,  whose  experience  is  confined  to  hear- 
ing pieces  produced — never  entire — with  half  a  dozen 
string  instruments  to  offset  the  full  brass  band  and  a  cho- 
rus of  fourteen  voices  all  told!  These  light  Italian 
pieces  are  just  the  things  for  such  performances.  Nobo- 
dy ever  thinks  of  listening  either  to  the  orchestra  or  cho- 
rus, and  there  is  much  "  real  pretty  singing"  in  them. 
The  '  Daughter  of  the  Regiment'  was  about  as  good 
at  the  Howard  Athenffium,  or  as  I  heard  it  the  other 
night  at  Bonn,  as  here  at  the  Royal  Opera  with  its  mag- 
nificent orchestra  of  over  60  persons,  and  its  chorus  of 
60  to  80.  But  '  Don  Juan,'  as  I  once  saw  itat  the  Odeon, 
with  its  splendid  orchestration  almost  all  lost — oh,  that 
was  too  bad  ! 

I  remember  some  years  since  I  was  rambling  about 
beautiful,  old,  magnificent  Antwerp,  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting cities  on  the  continent,  to  me  one  of  the  three 
most  interesting,  when  the  atmosphere  was  suddenly 
filled  with  music  indescribably  delicious,  So  strange  too ! 
I  stopped,  and  after  a  time  found  that  it  was  from  the 
ninety-nine  bells  away  up  there  in  that  most  beautiful 
of  towers,  that  this  music  came  floating  down  over  stee- 
ples and  roofs  into  the  streets  and  courts  far  below. 
And  so  for  a  few  minutes  these  delicious  tones  entranced 
and  enraptured  me.  Then  it  ceased,  and  the  mighty 
voice  of  the  immense  bell,  which  was  elevated  to  its 
place  more  than  three  hundred  years  ago  in  the  presence 
of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  I  know  not  what  kings 
and  princes,  announced  in  ponderous  tones  the  lapse  of 
time. 

So,  formerly,  when  all  the  fine  orators  and  rhetoricians 
had  spoken,  Daniel  Webster  used  to  rise,  and,  in  plain, 
unvarnished  terms,  despising  the  mere  technics  of  the 
schools,  give  utterance  to  his  big  thoughts.  He  ivaa  the 
great  man  !  Yet  how  many  there  were  who  "  understood 
the  voice"  better,  who  could  captivate  an  audience  far 
more  than  he !  So  one  of  Beethoven'e.  ponderous 
thoughts  outweighs  a  whole  opera  of  a  common  man. 
Hear  Fidelia  properly  given,  and  then  reflect  that  it  was 


his  first  attempt!  Hear  the  closing  chorus  of  his  "Mount 
of  Olives,"  and  reflect  that  this  rival  of  the  greatest  ef- 
forts of  Handel's  matured  years,  was  the  first  attempt  of 
a  young  pianist!  The  man  of  grand  thoughts  is  the 
great  man  !  As  the  literature  of  modern  Italy  and  Ger- 
many compare,  so  do  their  music.  Where  is  the  Italian 
Goethe  of  the  last  hundred  years  ? 


llwsir   Jilirflaly. 


The  following  extracts  from  the  Parisian  correspond- 
ence of  the  London  Musical  World,  (Nov.  11th,)  give  a. 
pretty  vivid  idea  of  the  way  the  operatic  season  has  been 
opening  in  the  gay  metropolis: 

All  the  world  is  returning  from  the  country,  and  the 
Paris  season  is  about  to  commence.  Drama  and  vaude- 
ville, stately  tragedy  and  genteel  comedy,  bleeding  nuns 
and  joyous  ballets,  broad  farces  and  broader  pantomimes 
a  propos  of  the  war,  and  lively  operettas,  follow  each  other 
in  rapid  succession. 

In  this  cmbarras  de  nchesses  I  know  not  where  to  be- 
gin. Shall  I  describe  the  brilliant  vocalization  of  Mad. 
Bosio  in  Matilda  di  Slmbran,  or  paint  the  charms  of  Rosa- 
ti  in  her  new  creation  of  Jovila? — Shall  I  touch  on  the 
graceful  singing  of  Caroline  Dupbez  in  Meyerbeer's 
admirable  Floile  du  Nord,  or  give  some  faint  idea  of  the 
leaden  heaviness  of  La  Nonne  Sanglanie? — or,  deserting 
the  fashionable  precincts  of  the  Boulevard  des  Italiens, 
shall  I  take  your  readers  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Boulevard 
du  Temple  and  join  the  crowd  at  the  doors  of  the  Th^a- 
tre-Lyrique?  The  Eastern  question  carries  the  day,  so 
walk  in  for  the  first  representation  of  Schahabaham  //.  at 
the  gay  and  pretty  Th^atre-Lyrique. 

Schahabaham  11.  is  the  son  and  successar  of  Schahaba- 
ham I.  of  glorious  memory.  His  harem  is  well  filled  with 
fair  Circassians,  and  one  lively  French  woman  has  become 
its  inmate — Mdlle.  Olivette,  formerly  Columbine  at  the 
Th^atre-Lyrique  of  the  fair  of  St.  Laurent,  whose  career 
of  success  was  cut  short  by  flight,  and  who  finds  herself  a 
prisoner  in  the  Pasha's  keeping.  Pursued  by  Valentine 
her  lover,  the  Leander  of  the  troupe,  who  follows  her  with 
dancing  master's  fiddle  in  hand,  they  meet  in  the  harem, 
the  walls  whereof  are  scaled  by  the  adventurous  Valen- 
tine, and  Olivette  has  just  recounted  her  adventures  to 
her  lover  in  a  long  aria,  when  they  are  surprised  by  the 
Pasha  and  his  prime  minister.  What  shall  be  done  with 
the  Christian  dog? — The  Pasha  and  his  minister  deter- 
mine to  hold  to  the  ancient  ways,  to  impale  the  lover  and 
drown  the  fair  one. 

Happily  for  the  fond  lovers,  the  whole  troupe  from  St. 
Laurent  has  followed  them  to  Jlorocco;  and  the  o\Apere 
noble  has  become  an  astrologer,  whose  fame  has  reached 
the  ears  of  the  Pasha.  Before  carrying  his  decree  into  ef- 
fect, the  latter  determines  to  consult  the  astrologer,  who 
recognising  Valentine  as  an  old  companion,  informs  the 
Pasha  that  his  fate  is  linked  with  that  of  another.  The 
same  planet,  Venus,  who  presided  at  the  Pasha's  birth, 
filled  the  same  office  forty  j'ears  later  for  another.  That 
other  is  Valentine.  If  he  be  happy,  so  are  you.  If  he 
be  hungry,  you  will  starve.  If  he  be  rich,  gold  and  dia- 
monds will  abound  with  you.  If  you  wish  for  a  happy 
home,  marry  Valentine  to  Olivette,  The  Pasha  is  but 
too  anxious  to  comply  with  the  destinies  of  Providence; 
he  follows  out  the  orders  of  the  astrologer,  and  as  Valen- 
tine and  Olivette  can  only  be  happy  at  Paris,  he  loads 
them  with  presents,  and  sends  them  to  the  Th^atre-Lyri- 
que. 

Such  is  the  theme  of  Schahabaham  II.,  most  neatly 
written  by  Messrs.  de  Leuven  and  Michel  Carrk  and 
to  which  "Mons.  Eugene  Gautier  has  set  some  pretty 
music.  Mons.  E.  Gautier,  though  a  young  composer, 
has  already  written  sever.al  operettas,  of  which  one,  Flore 
et  Zephyr,  was  played  at  the  Theatre-Lyrique  more  than 
one  hundred  nights.  In  Schahabaham  II.  he  has  made 
great  and  evident  improvement.  The  music  throughout 
is  lively,  spontaneous,  and  natural,  the  melody  abundant, 
the  inspiration  fresh.  The  overture  is  short,  rattling,  and 
gav- 

Now  that  we  are  at  the  Theatre-Lyrique,  I  must  pay 
the  meed  of  praise  and  admiration  to  Madame  Deligne- 
Lauters,  who,  in  a  new  opera  entitled  Le  Billet  de  Mar- 
guerite, has  produced  a  sensation  as  legitimate  as  any  I 
remember.  Madame  Lauters  is  a  pupil  of  the  academy 
at  Brussels,  and  has  appeared  on  the  stage  rather  by  ac- 
cident than  vocation.  She  is  not  more  than  nineteen,  but 
her  appearance  is  so  excessively  youthful  that,  when  on 
the  stage,  she  looks  like  a  girl  of  fourteen,  trying  to  as- 
sume the  airs  and  graces  of  a  fine  lady.  Her  voice  is  a 
soprano  of  wide  compass  and  agreeable  quality.  The 
freshness  of  her  middle  tones  and  purity  of  the  upper  are 
equally  remarkable.  She  sings  with  sentiment,  and  acts 
with  intelligence  and  vivacity.  Though  guilty  occasion- 
ally of  exaggeration  in  style,  she  shows  such  an  evident 
determination  to  succeed,  and  has  been  so  favored  by 
nature  as  to  voice,  that,  when  time  shall  have  cured  her 
defects,  there  will  remain  what  is  not  common  in  these 
days— the  instinct  and  feelings  of  a  true  artist. 

At  the  Italian  Opera,  Rossmi  holds  undisputed  sway. 
Semiramide,  11  Barbiere,  and  Otello  have  followed  in 
rapid  succession,  and,  this  week,  Matilda  di  Shabran  has 
been  added  to  the  list.  The  cast  is  strong,  and  com- 
prises Mmes.  Bosio,  and  Borghi-Mamo,  Signori  Luchesi, 


Rossi,  and  Gassier.  Bosio  has  enchanted  her  audience 
by  her  wonderful  vocalization,  her  rapid  and  daring 
flights,  and  her  elaborate  Jioriture.  Mme.  Borghi-Mamo 
is  by  no  means  young,  and  her  personal  appearance  is 
against  her.  She  is,  however,  an  accomplished  musician, 
and  her  voice,  though  deficient  in  volume,  is  pure,  fresh, 
and  sympathetic.  She  obtained  a  great  success  in  the 
duet  with  Bosio,  and  M.  Ragano  has  already  re-engaged 
her  for  next  season.  Luchesi  sang  the  music  of  Corra- 
dino  with  remarkable  fluency;  but,  alas  for  Isidore! 
where  was  Ronconi,  the  king  of  wandering  minstrels — 
the  Robson  of  the  opera  buffa  ?  Meanwhile,  Merca- 
dante's  Leonora  is  in  rehearsal,  and  will  be  produced  In 
a  fortnight. 

And  now  for  the  great  news  of  the  week,  the  antici- 
pation of  which  has  fairly  divided  attention  with  the 
siege  of  Sebastopol — Sophie  Cruvelli  has  returned, 
the  administration  of  the  Opera  has  forgotten  and  for- 
given the  past,  the  law-suit  is  dropped,  the  fatted  calf  is 
killed,  and  the  child  on  whom  Providence  has  been  so 
prodigal  of  its  gifts  is  welcomed  back  to  her  residence  at 
the  Rue  Tronchet.  Scandal,  which  had  been  so  busy 
with  her  name,  is  completely  crestfallen,  and  M.  Fould 
has  caused  the  following  paragraph  to  be  inserted  in  the 
journals  of  the  day:  "  Mile.  Cruvelli's  non-appearance  at 
the  Opera  was  caused  by  an  unfortunate  misunderstand- 
ing. The  person  commissioned  to  inform  the  administra- 
tion of  her  departure  not  having  fulfilled  his  mission.  Mile. 
Cruvelli,  alarmed  at  the  serious  consequences  of  his  ne- 
glect, has  been  afraid  up  to  the  present  time  to  appear 
before  the  public.  Seeing,  however,  that  a  prolonged 
absence  would  only  aggravate  these  involuntary  wrongs, 
she  has  demanded  and  obtained  permission  to  recom- 
mence her  duties  at  the  Op^ra  immediately."  Thasends 
this  much  talked  of  escapade.  Signor  Verdi's  new  opera 
will  be  restored  to  the  administration,  and  Meyerbeer's 
Africaine  will  once  more  be  on  the  tapis.  Meanwhile  the 
consequences  of  Cruvelli's  flight  have  been  most  serious, 
and  the  state  of  the  house  has  shown  how  indispensable 
were  her  services.  M.  Roqueflan,  unable  to  agree  with 
the  government  directors,  has  tendered  his  resination  as 
representative  manager,  and  it  has  been  accepted. 

Berlin. — The  events  at  the  opera  have  been  the  repe- 
tition of  Gluck's  Orpheus,  (Johanna  Wagner,  Mmes_ 
Koster  and  Herrenburger,)  the  Huguenots,  (Mme.  Koster 
and  Herr  Theo.  Formes,)  Fidelia,  Herr  Dorn's  Die  Nie- 
helungen,  (Johanna  Wagner,  &;c.)  favorably  received,  and 

the  revival  of  Mehul's  operetta,  Je  toller,  je  besser. 

The  "  Symphonj'  Soirees,  under  the  direction  of  Kapell- 
meister Taubert,  opened  with  Schubert's  Symphony  in 
C,  which  had  been  played  but  once  before  in  Berlin, 
eight  years  ago.  The  overture  to  Euryanthe,  and  Beet- 
hoven's 2nd  Symphony  were  given  the  same  evening. 
The  second  Soiree  opened  with  one  of  Haydn's  Sym- 
phonies in  D,  and  wound  up  with  Beethoven's  No.  4; 
between  which  were  played  a  Lustspiel  Overture  of  Julius 
Rietz  and  Mendelssohn's  overture  to  Athalie. 


Herr  Julius  Schneider  gave  a  perfoi'mance  of  his  new 
oratorio  of  "  Luther,"  in  the  Garnisonskirche,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  soldiers  and  veterans  who  have  suffered 
by  the  late  inundations  in  Silesia.  The  poem  is  written 
by  Herr  Dietrich  Konemann,  and  is  divided  into  the 
three  following  parts: — 1    Luther's  opposition  to  Tetzel; 

2.  The  proceedings  before  the  Emperor  at  Worms;  and 

3.  The  iconoclast  Carlostadt,  atid  Luther's  death.  Al- 
though as  a  whole,  the  oratorio  cannot  be  regarded  as  a 
great  work,  there  are  some  clever  things  in  it,  such,  for 
instance  as  the  chorals:  Fine  feste  Burg  and  Aus  tiefer 
Notk  ruf'  ich  zu  dir.  The  author  has  altogether  failed 
in  his.  portrayal  of  the  persevering  Luther.  He  has 
been  more  successful  with  Melancthon.  Praise  is  due 
to  Herren  Theodore  Formes,  Zschiesche,  Mesdemoiselles 
Geissler,  and  Gey,  and  the  orchestra  of  the  Royal  Musik- 
schule,  for  the  manner  in  which  they  executed  their 
respective  tasks. — The  Quartett-Soireen  of  Herren  Oert- 
ling,  Rehbaum,  Wendt,  and  Birnbach,  in  Sommer's, 
Rooms,  continue  as  attractive  as  they  were  last  season, 
and  are  well  attended  by  amateurs  of  firet-class  music. 


Vienna. — Herr  Ander  has  re-appeared  at  the  Imperial 
Opera  House,  as  Stradella  in  Flotow's  opera,  and  as 
Jean  in  le  Propliite ;  Mile.  La  Grua,  also,  as  Fidelio, 
Agatha  in  the  Freyschiitz,  Alice  in  Robert  le  Diable,  and 
Donna  Anna  in  Don  Juan. —  On  the  27th  of  December 
the  Academie  der  Tonhunst  will  give  a  grand  concert  in 
honor  of  the  84th  anniversary  of  Beethoven's  birth-day. 
— A  festival  in  honor  of  the  foundation  of  the  Miinner- 
gesang-verein  took  place  on  the  28th.  Mendelssohn's 
choruses  to  Antigone  were  among  the  pieces. 

Cologne. — Herr  Ferdinand  Hiller  has  been  spending 
the  vacation  at  the  Rheinische  Musikschule  in  St.  Gours- 
hausen,  where,  among  other  compositions,  he  has  written 
a  "  Lorelei  "  for  solo  voices,  chorus  and  full  band.  The 
subscription  concerts  were  announced  to  begin  on  the 
24th  inst.  under  the  direction  of  Hiller. 

Dresden. — Carl  Maria  von  Weber's  Euryanthe  has  at 
length  been  produced  at  the  Royal  Opera-house,  for  the 
first  time  these  five  years.  Mile.  Ney  sustained  the  part 
of  Eglantine,  and  Herr  Tichatscheck,  that  of  Adolar. 
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English  Opera— Miss  Louisa  Pyne. 

If  Opera  is  to  become  naturalized  in  our  coun- 
try, there  is  some  show  of  reason  in  the  plea  that 
it  should  adopt  our  language.  If  Music  is  to  be 
coupled  with  words  at  all,  why  not  with  the  very 
words  which  we  are  wont  to  speak  ?  If  there  be 
any  thing  gained  by  the  combination  of  the  pure 
tone-language  with  any  verbal  dialect,  of  melody 
with  speech,  must  it  not  be  because  speech  is  more 
definite  than  tone,  and  therefore  should  it  not  be 
such  as  we  are  used  to,  the  only  speech  in  fact 
that  can  be  definite  to  us  f  Between  music  pure 
and  music  wedded  to  our  own  vernacular,  can 
there  be  properly  any'  tertium  quid  for  us  ? 

This  is  unquestionably  sound  reasoning  in  the 
abstract,  and  so  obvious  that  we  cannot  wonder  at 
the  plea  continually  raised  for  English  opera. 
Moreover  if  we  are  ever  to  be  essentially  a  musi- 
cal people,  if  we  are  ever  to  develope  any  latent 
lyrical  genius, — anything  more  than  that  mere 
love  for  music,  that  intellectual  curiosity  about  it, 
and  that  enterprising  will  to  learn  about  it  and  to 
import  it  and  to  imitate  it,  which  we  have  mani- 
fested pretty  strongly  of  late  years, — if  music  shall 
ever  become  ingrained  in  the  whole  tone  and  tem- 
per of  our  times,  a  vital  element  of  the  national 
character,  speaking  out  in  spontaneous  and  ori- 
ginal ways,  and  proving  that  we  too  have  musical 
imagination  and  creative  faculty — why  then  it  will 
be  a  simple  moral  and  logical  necessity  that  our 
own  daily  tongue  should  mould  itself  to  music, 
and  an  English  lyrical  drama  take  deep  root  and 
grow  amongst  us.  Therefore,  you  say,  English 
opera,  or  none. 

All  this,  we  say  again,  sounds  rightly  in  the 
abstract.  But  in  the  application  to  our  actual 
condition  of  to-day,  the  position  so  logically  and 
squarely  taken  up  becomes  untenable.  It  seems 
idle  to  talk  about  music  as  an  element  of  the  na- 
tional character,  until  we  can  really  say  we  have 
one.  But  American  nationality  is  merely  a  com- 
pound of  European  nationalities,  our  political  dis- 
tinction being  something  superinduced  and  not 
developed  out  of  any  original  seeds  of  nationality. 
Could  Music  only  make  a  national  character  for 
us  !  Music,  the  universal  language,  which  "  knows 
nothing"  of  petty  distinctions  of  nationality  or 
birth !  Nor  is  it  yet  time  to  claim  that  we  are  a 
musical  people.  If  we  possess  musical  genius,  it 
has  as  yet  given  but  feeble  and  fragmentary  indi- 
cations of  itself.  The  music  which  America,  or 
even  England,  has  produced,  is  less  characteristic, 
less  peculiarly  American  or  Anglo-Saxon,  less 
notable  in  any  way  than  any  of  the  other  pro- 
ducts of  the  race.  Not  that  we  have  not  souls  for 
Music,  not  that  we  lack  capacity  to  be  moved  by 
Art,  for  these  are  the  divine  inheritance  of  uni- 
versal Man.  But  we  have  no  Tone- Art  of  our 
own,  and  therefore  any  English  Opera  that  we 
may  get  up  can  be  but  a  forced  and  literal  adap- 
tation of  something  foreign,  transplanting  it  out 
of  its  native  and  harmonious  conditions  into  an 
uncongenial  soil  and  atmosphere. 

Consider  what  it  is  that  they  call  English  opera. 
Notoriously  it  is  not  English.  None  of  the  operas 
that  have  been  sung  in  English  on  our  stage  are 
English  operas.      They  are  for  the  most  part 


French,  Italian,  German  operas  with  awkwardly 
translated,  unpoetic,  doggerel,  unsingable  text. 
The  repertoire  of  all  the  English  troupes  consists 
first  and  principally  of  pieces  like  the  "  Daughter 
of  the  Regiment,"  the  "  Somnambula,"  the  spark- 
ling, pretty  lyric  comedies  of  Auber  and  Adam, — 
in  a  word,  the  lighter  operas  translated ;  second, 
of  a  few  heavier  works  treated  in  the  same  fash- 
ion, such  as  "Don  Juan,"  "  Der  Freyschiitz," 
&c.,  and  all  sadly  mutilated,  and  the  place  of  reci- 
tative or  musical  parlante  supplied  by  prosaic 
speech,  dispelling  all  illusion  ;  and  finally  of  some 
few  operas  composed  by  Englishmen,  (still  fewer 
by  Americans,)  which  iiaturally  show  a  closer  af- 
finity between  text  and  music,  but  which,  music- 
ally speaking,  after  all  are  mere  medleys,  recom- 
binations, imitations  and  dilutions  of  some  Bellini, 
Donizetti,  Auber,  and  such  other  secondary  ge- 
niuses as  can  be  imitated.  Will  any  one  say  that 
any  of  this  music  is  any  better  for  being  twisted 
out  of  its  original  connection  into  a  libretto  of  our 
own  vernacular  ? 

Again.  Why  are  English  words  wanted  ?  Of 
course  that  we  may  understand  the  words,  may 
apprehend  the  plot  or  story.  Would  it  not  be 
well  then  that  said  words  were  worth  the  under- 
standing, or  at  least  added  something  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  acting  and  the  music  ?  But  how 
is  it  in  most  operas  ?  The  plot,  the  characters,  the 
situations  are  perfectly  apparent  in  the  action  on 
the  stage,  interpreted  and  fused  into  transparency 
by  music.  The  poetry  that  is  sung,  the  text  to 
the  arias  and  cavatinas  and  concerted  pieces,  is 
little  more  than  syllables  to  string  the  notes  upon. 
When  you  know  the  sentiment,  the  subject,  you 
know  all  except  what  the  composer's  genius  can 
unfold  to  you.  Surely  for  most  libretto  verses 
you  might  substitute  indifferently  any  others  of 
the  same  general  tenor,  metre  and  jingle  being 
equal.  Metre  and  jingle,  then,  or  mere  euphony 
and  adaptedness  to  singing,  are,  when  you  come 
to  sift  it  down,  the  sole  residuum  and  substance  of 
these  words.  If  that  be  better  in  the  original 
Italian,  why  not  sing  it  in  Italian  ?  When  we  are 
at  pains  to  import  a  fine,  a  beautiful,  a  character- 
istic product,  do  we  not  want  it  genuine,  with  as 
little  of  the  native  bloom  rubbed  off  from-  it  as 
possible  ? 

Consider,  too,  how  small  the  practical  differ- 
ence. "  A  fig  for  your  Italian  opera !"  says  bust- 
ling neighbor  A,  (who  is  not,  if  the  truth  were 
told,  much  of  a  music-lover ;)  it 's  naught  to  me, 
I  can't  understand  the  words."  Suppose  it  were 
sung  in  English,  how  much  more  of  it  would  your 
ear  catch  ?  Granting  that  you  know  the  meaning 
of  the  words  when  you  hear  them,  do  you  actu- 
ally hear  them  ?  Italian  words  when  sung  are 
twice  as  easily  seized  by  the  ear  as  English. 
What  you  want  is  to  know  their  meaning.  For 
this  the  ear  will  not  suffice,  be  they  foreign  or  ver- 
nacular. To  meet  the  want,  you  hold  the  libretto 
in  your  hand,  where  you  may  find  set  down  in 
passable  vernacular  what  it  is  all  about ;  and  what 
more  do  you  want  ? 

What  adds  to  the  absurdity  and  awkwardness 
of  these  English  adaptations  of  opera  is  the  fact 
that  by  some  strange  fatality  the  operas  selected 
for  this  purpose  are  mostly  of  the  huffo  type, 
bright,  fluent,  subtle,  comic  pieces,  where  rapid 
articulatioft  is  required,  which  comes  so  native  to 
the  Italian  or  the  Frenchman,  but  in  attempts  at 
which  our  language  labors  clumsily  enough.  Le- 
porello  and  Figaro  almost  bring   tears  of  delight 


by  their  volubility  : — who  would  not  rather  hear 
them  perfectly  at  homo  in  their  own  musical 
parlante.  with  a  printed  interpreter  in  the  hand 
if  need  be,  than  make  an  unequal  exchange  of 
so  much  subtlety  and  grace  for  so  little  meaning, 
and  try  to  tolerate  an  English  copy  ?  a  bungling 
caricature  of  what  was  funnj'  until  caricatured  ? 

We  by  no  means  deny  the  future  possibility  of 
such  a  thing  as  genuine,  original  English  Opera  ; 
it  is  not  for  us  to  say  that  the  world  is  not  to  see 
a  new  development  of  operatic  genius,  or  that 
the  soil  and  theatre  thereof  may  not  be  here  in 
our  own  trading  and  political  America.  Nor  do 
we  believe  that  opera  texts  must  always  remain 
the  doggerel  nonsense  that  they  are,  too  poor  to 
justify  translation.  Rather  are  we  of  Richard 
Wagner's  faith,  that  the  true  lyric  drama,  the 
Opera  of  the  future,  must  be  that  in  which  both 
Poetry  and  Music  shall  be  alike  worthy  of  each 
other,  and  inseparable  parts  of  one  creative  act 
of  genius.  And  if  our  English  language  is  ever 
to  lend  itself  in  any  earnest  sense  to  Opera,  it 
must  needs  be  through  some  such  radical  and 
vital  reconstruction  of  the  whole  plan  of  opera. 
But  there  is  not  time  to  enter  into  all  this  now,  and 
we  must  ask  the  pardon  of  Miss  Louisa  Pyne 
and  company,  whom  we  have  unwittingly  kept 
waiting  through  this  lengthy  introduction. 

Our  new  Boston  Theatre  presented  a  very 
large  and  goodly  show  of  audience — (how  much 
more  genial  the  aspect,  at  the  first  glance,  of  an 
opera  audience,  than  that  of  the  usual  crowd  in 
theatres !)  on  Monday  night,  eager  for  the  first 
taste  of  even  English  opera.  Had  not  the  double 
charge  for  reserved  seats  been  made — an  error 
since  retracted — it  would  have  been  much  larger. 
The  Opera  was  Auber's  sparkling  "  Crown  Dia- 
monds." It  was  finely  put  upon  the  stage,  so  far 
as  scenery  and  all  appointments  were  concerned, 
far  more  finely  than  any  opera  before  in  Boston, 
and  on  a  scale  of  magnitude  and  luxury  propor- 
tioned to  our  splendid  theatre.  The  chorus  was 
unusually  large,  numbering  over  forty  voices, 
well-blended  and  euphonious.  In  dress  and  ac- 
tion they  were  highly  picturesque  in  the  first 
scene  in  the  cavern,  aud  they  gave  the  clang- 
clang  miners'  chorus  very  efiectively.  There  was 
no  excessive  loudness  or  harshness,  but  really  a 
musical  blending  of  voices  ;  —  a  thing  almost  un- 
precedented on  our  stage.  The  orchestra  played 
neatly,  but  scarcely  with  enough  power  for  the 
place ;  a  most  rare  fault  and  on  the  right  side ! 
As  to  the  acoustic  qualities  of  the  house,  where  we 
sat,  parquet  circle  opposite  the  stage,  every  sound 
was  clear,  but  nothing  very  loud.  There  was  a 
general  subdued  tone  which  we  found  agreeable. 
The  music  itself  is  bright  and  pretty  and  the  plot 
entertaining,  as  everybody  knows;  but  it  was 
French  music  forced  into  imperfect  connection 
with  English  words,  the  two  things  at  many  points 
not  touching  at  all.  Thus  the  abrupt  transitions 
from  that  flat  and  weary  waste  of  spoken  dialogue 
to  singing,  motived  repeatedly  by  such  bald  expe- 
dients, as  one  party  volunteering,  or  calling  upon* 
another  party,  to  sing  a  song,  wrought  disen- 
chantment almost  faster  than  M.  Auber's  wand 
had  virtue  to  repair.  But  this  is  still  the  way,  as 
we  have  said,  with  English  Opera. 

We  were  delighted,  so  was  every  one,  with  Miss 
Louisa  Pyne.  Short  in  stature,  blonde,  blue- 
eyed,  with  an  ingenuous,  pleasing  English  face,  ease 
and  dignity  of  movement,  perfect  self-possession. 
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perfect  understanding  of  her  part,  and  a  plenty 
of  pretty  archness,  she  was  all  one  could  desire  in 
the  character  of  Catharina,  whether  in  her  free 
and  frolic  sovereifrnty  among  the  coiners  in  the 
cave,  or  queen-like  on  the  throne,  where  her 
natural  resemblance  to  the  portraits  of  Victoria  is 
so  much  enhanced.  Her  voice,  not  very  power- 
ful, is  musical  and  sweet  and  flexible  and  evenly 
developed,  and  she  executes  the  most  florid  music, 
like  Eode's  variations,  introduced  in  the  last 
scene,  with  an  ease  and  liquid  evenness  and  finish 
that  remind  one  of  Sontag.  In  all  the  little  play- 
ful dialogue  music,  too,  she  was  felicitous ;  in 
recitative,  too,  and  in  speaking,  her  voice  was 
always  clearly,  pleasantly  inflected.  The  endur- 
ance of  her  vocal  power  has  been  justly  noticed 
among  the  good  points  of  her  representation. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  she  will  prove  a  great 
favorite  here  as  she  has  elsewhere. 

Her  sister,  too.  Miss Pyne,  though  with 

less  artistic  finish,  sang  very  pleasingly,  and  sus- 
tained her  role  with  cleverness  and  grace.  The 
tenor,  Mr.  Harrison,  is  a  large  and  well-formed 
man,  with  considerable  address,  free  rather  to  buf- 
foonery in  his  extempore  making  out  of  his  part. 
His  voice  was  hard  in  quality  and  false  continually 
in  pitch,  except  when  he  sang  occasionally  in  fal- 
setto, where  his  tones  grew  singularly  sweet  and 
fine,  as  well  as  true,  and  in  one  ballad  at  least 
he  showed  a  great  deal  of  expression.  Sig.  BoR- 
KANi  has  a  telling  baritone  with  fair  execution, 
and  acts  well.  Mr.  Reeves,  of  Anna  Linda 
Bishop  memory,  seems  to  have  lost  the  freshness 
of  his  voice,  but  sustained  his  character  with  good 
taste  and  judgment,  as  did  also  Mr.  Whiting. 

On  the  whole  it  was  a  successful  opening  of 
English  Opera,  and  we  trust  it  will  go  on  kindling 
the  operatic  passion  in  our  public,  till  there  shall 
be  courage  to  follow  it  up  with  higher  kinds  of 
Opera.  This  is  not  Grisi  and  Mario,  but  may 
it  not  possibly  prepare  the  way  for  that ! 


Musical  Journalism. 

Many  musical  jt)urnal3  have  from  time  to 
time  been  started  in  this  country.  They  have 
been  mostly  organs  of  parties  widely  engaged  in 
manufacturing  supplies  of  Psalmody  and  in  pre- 
paring markets  therefor  through  the  medium  of 
singing  schools,  county  choir  conventions,  &c. ; 
and,  instead  of  raising  the  public  taste,  have  min- 
istered to  tastes  and  prejudices  which  prevailed 
and  paid,  alas  !  too  well.  Now,  happily,  the  case 
is  changed.  There  is  a  considerable  public  who 
love  Music  as  an  Art,  who  appreciate  its  nobler 
works,  and  who  are  disposed  to  read  and  think 
about  it.  For  three  years,  at  least,  one  weekly 
journal  has  found  support,  without  appealing  to 
low  tastes,  or  dealing  in  clap-trap,  or  withholding, 
diluting,  or  stooping  far  to  "  popularize"  and 
"  Peter-Parley-ize "  the  highest  and  selectest 
thoughts  the  age  affords  upon  this  Art. 

This  certainly  proves  progress  ;  and  it  is  proved 
more  strongly  by  the  fact  that  the  quick  business 
instinct  of  publishers,  the  shrewd  ones  who  waste 
no  labor  on  unpromising  pecuniary  soils,  already 
sees  in  such  higher  musical  journalism  a  field  for 
its  activity.  We  have  read  with  interest  the  first 
three  numbers  of  a  new  musical  paper,  called 
the  Ne.w  York  Musical  Gazette,  which  is  pub- 
lished weekly  by  the  Messrs.  Mason  Brothers, 
a  paper  of  the  same  size,  price  and  general  range 
of  topics  as  our  own,  and  like  our  own  addressed 
principally  to  musicians,   cultivated  amateurs,  or 


those  at  least  who  seek  deeper  acquaintance  with 
Music  as  a  Fine  Art.  This  paper  is  started  by 
its  publishers  in  addition  to  their  cheap  and  popu- 
lar semi-monthly  Review,  which  circulates  so 
widely  among  choirs  and  singing  schools. 

The  Gazette  is  evidently  commenced  with  am- 
ple means  of  enlisting  able  writers,  as  well  as  of 
advertising,  placarding,  pushing  and  Barnum- 
izing  itself  into  wide  circulation.  It  has  con- 
tained so  far  some  excellent  articles,  with  a  good- 
ly show  of  correspondence  and  intelligence.  It 
pays  our  Boston  Journal  the  compliment  of  being 
"acceptible  in  the  main,"  and  of  having  its  edi- 
tor's "  whole  heart  "  in  it ;  but  thinks  New  York 
the  proper  musical  metropolis  (notwithstanding 
the  evidence  of  its  own  columns,  in  which  the 
Boston  correspondence  shows  three  or  four  clas- 
sical concerts  in  a  week  to  one  in  New  York), 
and  rather  intimates  that  something  more  than 
"  heart "  is  wanted  in  a  journal,  especially  gold 
and  silver  and — brass.  Strangely  too  it  ignores 
the  existence  of  Mr.  Willis's  excellent  Musical 
World,  which  is  also  a  weekly,  and  is  published 
in  "  the  metropolis."  The  new  Gazette  has  clever 
writers,  all  anonymous.  It  leans  considerably  to 
the  German  "  new  school,"  Wagner  and  Liszt, 
and  even  Brahms,  (!)  whom  it  was  one  of  the 
first  s3'mptoms  of  poor  Schumann's  insanity  (so 
some  say  wickedly)  to  hail  as  the  "  young  Mes- 
siah "  of  a  new  Art  era.  It  announces  the  death 
of  "  Negro  Minstrelsy  "  (1)  and  with  triumphant 
pathos  writes  its  obituary ;  but  give  no  promise  of 
the  speedy  death  of  the  other,  the  heavy  armed, 
wing  of  the  great  army  of  musical  devastation, 
which  is  Yankee  Psalmody ;  this,  judging  by  the 
clever  anecdote  which  we  copy  from  the  Gazelle, 
is  flourishing  as  ever  and  proclaiming  itself  to  the 
four  corners  of  Creation  through  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  voices  of  "  Harps  "  and  "  Shawms  " 
and  "  Dulcimers  "  and  "  Hallelujahs."  It  has  a 
capital  piece  on  Rossini's  "  Barber,"  reading  the 
composer's  own  psychological  phases  in  the  va- 
rious characters  of  that  best  and  most  Rossini- 
like of  musical  comedies.  It  tells  the  history  of 
"  Philharmonics ;"  criticizes  the  opera ;  trusts  that 
Sunday  concerts  will  not  be  patronized ;  calls 
William  Mason  the  "  American  lion  of  pian- 
ists," "  undoubtedly  the  best  pianist  heard  in  Bos- 
ton," anticipates  Jullien's  return  with  pleasure, 
and  gossips  watchfully  of  the  day's  musical  mat- 
ters, marvellous  or  mirthful. — We  hope  the  Ga- 
zette will  prove  "  acceptable  "  both  "  in  the  main," 
and  in  each  particular,  and  to  the  best  class  of 
readers.  This  we  should  regard  as  a  new  tri- 
umph of  a  cause  worth  having  one's  "  whole 
heart  in  it. 

Mr.  Willis's  Musical  World  still  makes  its 
welcome  weekly  visits  to  our  sanctum,  and  with 
buoyant  air  already  publishes  its  prospectus  for 
1855.  This  is  a  paper  for  both  town  and  coun- 
try ;  teaching  the  know-littles,  and  ministering  by 
sound  criticism  and  suggestion  to  the  higher  musi- 
cal intelligence  and  appetite.  It  furnishes  four 
pages  of  music  each  week,  and  we  are  glad  to  see 
that  the  quality  of  this  bait  to  subscribers  has  most 
essentially  risen  ;  within  the  year  past  the  World 
has  contained  not  a  few  little  pieces  such  as  the 
amateur  likes  to  possess.  It  is  also  able  to  olTer  to 
each  new  subscriber,  among  other  i(Wucements, 
his  choice  of  two  out  of  the  list  of  fine  engraved 
portraits  of  musical  notorieties,  like  Beethoven, 
Mozart,   Weber,   Mme.   Sontag,  Wallace,  &c. — 


These  are  gratifying  evidences  of  the  WorWs 
prosperity.  It  is  published  every  Saturday,  at 
$3  per  annum,  sixteen  pages. 

Of  our  own  humble  enterprise  this  is  not  the 
place  to  speak,  farther  than  to  say,  that  we  have 
all  the  success  we  merit  and  that  we  mean  to  merit 
more.  We  take  only  courage  from  the  above, 
and  are  thankful  to  another  journal,  new  or  old, 
that  shall  strengthen  our  conBdence  (which  we 
once  held  alone)  in  the  highest  standard,  and 
stimulate  us  to  new  efforts  to  keep  in  the  front 
wave  qf  the  advancing  tide. 


CONCERTS.  — If  the  Orchestral  Union  had  to 
encounter  floods  the  first  Wednesday  afternoon,  it  had 
i!oods  and  snow  and  tempest  on  the  second ;  but  let  the 
true  knight  persevere  through  ttie  enchanted  forest,  and 
after  conquering  these  elemental  enemies,  and  getting 
through  the  woods,  be  also  firm  against  all  threatening 
and  seductive  monsters  of  false  taste  and  clap-trap,  and 
he  will  reach  the  palace  of  the  sleeping  Princess,  and 
revive  the  memories  of  true  Art  amid  a  large  and  goodly 
company.  Fierce  as  the  storm  was,  there  were  two  hun- 
dred listeners  on  Wednesday,  and  Mozart's  great  "  Jupi- 
ter" Symphony,  and  the  FrfjscAiite  overture  were  ad- 
mirably played. 

The  Opera  robbed  us  of  the  second  concert  of  the 
Musical  Education  Society,  on  Monday  evening;  but 
we  understand  that  the  audience  was  large,  and  the  cho- 
ruses from  "  Jephtha  "  and  "  St.  Paul,"  the  songs,  &c. 
were  most  acceptably  rendered. 

CoNCERTa  AT  Hand. — We  trust  no  lover  of  great  or- 
chestral music  will  neglect  the  first  concert  of  the  5Iusi- 
cal  Fund  Society  to-night.  After  a  silence  of  nearly 
two  years,  they  come  forward  with  a  vastly  improved 
orchestra,  of  50  meuibers,  under  the  good  auspices  of 
Mr.  C.  C.  Pekkiss,  as  president,  and  Mr.  Suck  as  con- 
ductor ;  with  every  assurance  of  faithful  rehearsals  that 
Symphony  and  Overture  will  have  such  justice  done 
them  as  we  have  not  here  known  upon  so  large  a  scale. 
Beethoven's  "  Heroic"  Symphony,  Weber's  Euryanthe 
and  Mendelssohn's  Hebriden  overtures,  make  up  a  pro- 
gramme of  the  richest  and  the  rarest  ;  while  in  Mrs. 
BosTWiCK  they  offer  vocal  talent  of  a  high  order.  Re- 
member too  that  these  concerts  are  to  be  given  iu  the 
Boston  Music  Hall,  and  that  you  may  hear  the  whole 
series  of  eight  for  the  low  price  of  $3,50. 

Handel  and  Haydn  Society. — We  have  the  begin- 
ning of  real  Oratorio  in  the  Music  Hall  to-morrow  even- 
ing. Mendelssohn's  "Elijah,"  one  of  the  two  greatest 
oratorios  since  Handel,  his  "  St.  Paul"  being  the  other, 
and  after  the  "  Messiah,"  the  most  popular  of  all  orato- 
rios in  England,  went  admirably  at  the  last  full  orchestra 
rehearsal,  after  repeated  studies  under  the  effective  baton 
of  Carl  ZEKRiiHN.  We  anticipate  a  grand  feast.  The 
tickets  to  the  series  of  eight  oratorios,  are  put  at  the  in- 
credibly low  price  of  $2 ;  for  the  single  evening,  50  cents. 

There  will  be  great  eagerness  to  hear  the  fine  lenm-e  of 
our  yomig  townsman,  Millard,  again,  at  his  SoirtSe  at 
Chickering's,  on  Monday  evening. '  He  has  the  assistance 
of  Mrs.  Wlntworth,  of  Miss  Ejima  DA>^s,  (Mme.  Ar- 
noult's  pupil,)  who  is  destined  to  make  a  sensation,  and 
of  the  Quintette  Club. 

The  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club  offer  a  fine 
feast  for  Tuesday  evening:  one  of  the  loveliest  of  Mozart's 
Quintets;  a  Quartet  by  Haydn;  the  fi\mous  Chaconne 
(violin  solo)  by  Bach;  and  an  original  Piano  Trio,  com- 
posed and  played  by  our  accomplished  townsman,  0.  C. 
Perkins,  are  attractions  neither  slight  nor  hacknied. 

IMPROVED   MELODEONS. 

THE  subscriber  has  recently  received  from  Mr.  C.  Peloubet, 
manufacturer  of  Musical  Instruments,  a  consignment  of 
his  improved  MELODEONS,  which  are  offered  for  sale.  These 
instramenta  are  superior  in  quality  of  tone  and  freedom  of 
action  to  any  yet  offered  ta  the  public,  and  the  prices  are  not 
higher  than  others  of  more  ordinary  quality. 

A  lil>eral  discount  from  the  retail  prices  will  be  made  to 
wholesale  purchasers.  JOSEPH  L.  BATES, 

Oc  28    6t  129  Washington  St. 
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CARL    ZERRAHN, 

Condnctor  of  tlie   Handel  <fc  Haydn   Society, 

Is  prepared  to  receive  plipila  on  the  FLUTE  and  PIANO- 
FORTE, nnd  may  be  addressed  at  his  OFFICE  in  E.  H.  Wade's 
music  store.  Nov  11 

CONCERT    HALL, 

CORNER  OF  EUCLID  STREET  AND  PUBLIC  SQUARE, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

This  new  and  elegant  ha!I,  designed  expressly  for  concerts 
and  lectures,  ia  now  open  for  artists  and  others  intending  to 
give  entert.ainments  in  Cleveland. 

The  hall  is  well  lighted,  handsomely  frescoed  and  decorated, 
and  will  seat  comfortably  1200  persons.  Its  central  location 
renders  it  the  most  desirable  of  any  in  the  city. 

For  terms,  etc.,  apply  to  HOLBKOOK  &  LONG, 

Piano-Forte  Dealers,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

SONGS  WITHOUT  WORLS. 

MENDELSSOHN'S  SONGS  AVITHOUT  WORDS,  (Lieder 
ohne  Worte,)  have  just  been  issued  in  one  elegant  volume, 
bound  in  cloth,  embossed  and  lettered.    Price  ®3. 

Published  by         Oliver  Ditsan,  115  IVashingion  St. 

CHURCH    MUSIC. 

THE     NEW    CARMINA     SACRA  ; 

By  L.  MASON Ahead  of  All ! 

THIS  work  has  no  rival ;  it  contains  a  greater  quantity  of 
excellent  tunes  than  any  other ;  they  are  all  useful,  pleas- 
ing, devotional ;  and  many  are  perfect  specimens  of  grandeur, 
beauty  and  taste.     The  admirers  of  Mr.  Zedner's  music,  (and 
who  does  not  admire  it  ?)  will  here  only  find  embodied  a  large 
collection  of  his  mott  useful  tunes.    A  sale  of  nearly 
400,000  copies  of  Carmina  Sacra 
shows  its  wonderful  popularity.    Published  by 
Not  18    3t  RICE  &  KBlVDAIili. 

A  CARD. Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  (duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 

Mr.    J.  Q.    WETHERBEE, 

(BASSO  CANTANTE,) 
No.  18  TREMOKT  TEMPLE,   BOSTON. 


MR.  AUGUST  PRIES, 

Respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  former  pupils,  that  he 
again  is  prepared  to  receive 
ADVANCED  PIANISTS  AS  PUPILS, 
to  accompany  them  with  the  Violin  in  Sonatas,  Duo  concer- 
TANTE,  Solos,  &c.      Applications  sent  to  7  Winthrop  Place, 
will  be  promjjtly  attended  to.  Oct  14    Sm 

MISS  FANNY  FRAZER, 

Has  the  pleasure  to  inform  her  Pupils  and  Friendfi  that  she 
has  returned  ro  the  city,  and  will  be  prepared  to  resume  in- 
struction in  SINGING  aud  the  PlAiNO-FUKTE,  on  and  after 
October  Ist.  Communications  may  be  left  with  Messrs.  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  or  at  her  residence, 
''  Pavilion,"  Tremont  citreet.  Sept  16 

YOUNG  LADIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Kooms  in  connection  witii  Mr.  E.  A.  Eeaman's  Young  Ladies' 

Scliool,  No.  23  Temple  Place. 

E.  R.  BLAKCHARD,  Teacher. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  I'lace. 

KESIDENCE,  24  WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  Ttad  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  lit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  the  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  ticyle,  &c.  Commencing  with  first  PRUJCiPLES  and  pro- 
ceediug  up^^ards,  by  regular  and  successive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  aud  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Music  us  will  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  olflicult  CLiSBioAL  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

Eor  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  which  mav  be 
had  at  the  I'iano  Kooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Wedb  &  Co  ,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  Blauchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hoors  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  BlaDchurd  will  be  happy  to  give  instruction  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Yonnj  Ladies'  Vocal  Music  School,we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,       Geo.  J.  VVeub,         F.  f.  Miolee, 

Geo.  1\  Hoot,  B.  F.  Baeer. 

Sept  30  tf 

SIGNOR  COREIil/l  begs  leave  to  announce  that  he 
has  commenced  Morning  and  Afternoon  Classes  for  the  in- 
struction of  Young  Ladies  in  SOLi'EGQlO,  at  the  Kooms  of  the 
Messrs.  CuicKERiNQ,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 

I'or  the  convenience  of  those  attending  schools,  the  afternoon 
classes  from  4  to  6. 

Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

Signer  Corelli  has  removed  to  No  47  Hancock  Street,  where 
henceforth  he  may  be  addressed  ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
at  the  Messrs.  Chickerlng's  Kooms.  Sept  9 

gtU  kltttss  of  lob  nnh  Jancg  f  riirfing  nrallg  an!) 
proniptlg  zxtmki)  at  tl^is  #ffic£. 


CONCERTS. 


SEVENTH  SERIES. 

OF  THE 

BOSTON  BIUSICAI.  FUN©  SOCIETY, 

WILL   TAKE  PLACE 

On  Saturday  Evening,  Lec'r  2d,  1854, 

at  the 

BOSTON     MUSIC    HAUL. 

The  Orchestra,  50  in  number,  consisting  of  the  members  of 
the  B,  M.  F  Society,  many  of  the  former  apsociiites  of  the 
Germania  Musical  Society,  and  other  resident  musicians,  will 
perform  Beethoven's  "  Eroica "  Symphony,  Mendelssohn's 
"  Fingal'fl  Cave,"  and  ^Veber's  "  Euryauthe  "  Overtures.  The 
Government  are  happy  to  announce  that  they  have  engaged  the 
services  of  Mrs.  EMMA  G.  BOSTWICK  for  this  occjision. 

Tikects  for  the  Series  of  Eight  Concerts  at  S3  50,  Reserved 
Beats  at  S5,  may  be  obtained  by  application  at  the  Society's 
Rooms,  No.  12  Tremont  street,  on  or  before  Friday,  Dec.  Ist. 

N.  B.     Tickets  may  be  used  at  pleasure. 

HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY. 

THIRTY-NINTH  YEAR. 

The  Government  of  the  HANDEL  AND  HATDN  SOCIETY 
respectfully  announce  that  the  FIRST  CONCERT  of  the 
present  season  will  be  given  at  the 

BOSTON    MUSIC    HALL, 

On  Sunday  Evening,  December  3d. 

Mendelssohn's  Oratorio  of 

Will  be  produced,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  ZERRAHN,  late 
of  the  Germania  Snciety.  The  Solo  Parts  will  be  sustained  by 
Messrs.  AIlTHUiiSON  and  AIKEN,  and  by  members  of  the 
Solo  Class  of  the  Society. 

The  Orchestra  is  composed  of  members  of  the  Germania  and 
Musical  FuDd  Societies,  and  the  Quintette  Club. 

Conductor CARL  ZERRAHN. 

Organist  and  Pianist F.  F.  MULLER. 

Doors  open  at  Q}X — Performance  to  commence  at  7  o'clock. 

Tickets  at  50  cents  each,  are  for  sale  at  the  Music  Stores  of 
Wade,  Ditson,  Richardson,  and  Reed  &  Co. ;  at  the  stores  of 
Eatrs  &  Fairbanks,  136  Wa.^hington  street,  and  J.  P.  Jewett 
&-  Co.  117  Washington  street ;  of  the  Secretary,  Joy's  Building, 
and  at  the  door  on  the  evening  of  the  Concert. 

Season  Tii-kets,  at  $2  for  the  Series  of  Eight  Concerts,  may 
be  obtained  at  the  same  places. 

H.  L.  HAZELTON,  Secretary. 

MR.    S.    HARRISON     MILI^ARD'S 
MUSICAL    SOIRI^E 

Will  take  place 
AT  MKSSKS.  CHXCI^KRXAG'S   DEIOOMS, 

On  Monday  Evening,  Dec.  4th, 

On  which  occasion  he  will  be  assisted  by  the  MENDELSSOHN 
QUINTETTE   CLUB,  MllS.  E.  WENTWOKTH,  MISS  EMMA 
DAVIS,  of  Lowell,  and  other  musical  tal«nt.    For  particulars 
see  Programme. 
Tickets  now  ready  for  sale  at  Music  Stores. 

CHAMBER  CONCERTS. 

€\}t  MniMmnl}]!  (liiiiintrtti!  €k\i, 

Respectfully  announce  to  their  subscribers  and  the  public  of 
Boston  that  their 

SECOND      CONCERT 

Of  the  Series  of  Eight,  will  take  place 

On  Tuesday  Evening,  Dec.  5th, 

AT    Messrs.   C  H  IC  K  EARING 'S    ROOMS, 

On  which  occat^ion  they  will  be  assisted  by 

Mr.  C.  C.  PERKIWS. 

Haydn's  Quartette  in  B  flat— Grand  Piano  Trio,  by  C.  C. 

Perkins,  performed  for  the  first  time— Bach's  celebrated  Cha- 

conne  for  Violin — Mozart's  Quintette  in  G  minor,  &c.  &c.  will 

be  performed. 

IT^Package  of  Eight  Tickets,  -SS  :  Single  tickets,  ®1  each. 

O^The  Concert  will  commence  at  7^i  o'clock  precisely. 

AFTERNOON  CONCERTS. 
THE    ORCHESTRAL    UNION, 

AT  THE 

BOSTON  MUSIC  HALL. 

Every  Wednesday,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

And  continue  through  the  season. 

CARIi  ZERRAHN Conductor, 

Single  ticltets,  25  cts  :  Packages  of  6  tickets,  $1 :  for  sale  at 
the  music  stores  and  at  the  door  Nov  23 

CLASSICAL  TRIO  CONCERTS. 

TUB  subscribers  propose  to  give  FOUK  MUSICAL  SOIREES 
in  the  Meionaon  (Tremont  Temple).     The   programmes 
will  consist  of  Classical  Trios,  Quartets,  Solos,  &c.,  lor  Piano, 
Violin  and  Violoncello.    Further  particulars  hereafter. 
CARL  GARTNEIt,  Violin. 
CARL  HAUSE,  Piano-Foete. 
Ocl4  HENRI  JUNGNICKEL,  ViOLONOElLO. 


Mile  GABEIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

Has  the  honor  to  announce  that  sho  has  commenced  morning 

and  iifternoon  classes  for  the 

INSTRUCTION  OF  YOUNG  LADIES  on  the  PIANO-FOHTE. 

inT^Terms,  fifteen  dollars  for  twenfy-four  lepsons. 

These  classes  are  on  the  same  principle  as  thopo  established 

with  such  great  success  in  the  Conservatories  of  Germany, 

Erance,  and  EDgliind. 

For  classes  or  private  lessons  apply  at  55  Ilancock  street,  or 
at  Messrs.  Chickering's.  0  21  3m 

OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addrcsped  at  the 
WiNTiiROP  House.  Terms  :— S^SO  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  $30  per  quarter  of  12  lessonn,  one  a  week. 

F.    F.    MtJLLEK, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Uandel  ft  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  Sit. 

Resldeuce,  Wo.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 

Sept  16  3iri 

HEWS'    PATENT 
AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANDPACTCRER  is  in  possession  of  numerou.i  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 

WILLIAM   BERGER, 
Publisher  and  Impoi'tca-  of  Music, 

No.  82  West  ith  Street,  Cinciimati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED  SlUSIC,  for  sale  at  Eastern  prices.     New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.    A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.    Music  arranged  to  order. 
SZr'  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aug26 

FRENCH  LANGUAGE. 

Mr.  DE  liAMOTTE,  from  Paris,  begs  leave  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion to  pupils  in  clasries,  or  private  lessons,  during  the  ensuing 
winter,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  55  Hancock 
street.  0  21    3m 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER  AND  DEALER  IN 

PIANO    FO  RTES, 

No.  344r  A\'asIxlngton  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FOR  TES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  #  TO  LET. 

MR.  S.  HARRISON  MILLAED, 

Begfl  to  inform  the  musical  public  of  Bo.-itnn  that  he  ia  now 

prepared  to  receive  pupils  in 

Italian  and  Engllsli  Vocalizaton. 

Classes  will  be  formed  on  the  principle  of  the  Conservatoire 
A  Paris. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  English  Oratorio  singing,  and 
those  pupils  who  might  wish  it,  would  be  initiati  d  into  the  art 
of  Opera  acting. 

Classes  for  the  study  of  the  Italian  language  will  also  be 
formed. 

Residence,  6  Tyler  Street* 

G.  andh:^  &  CO. 

FOREIGN     MUSIC     DEPOT, 

GIRARD    HOVSK    BVIIiDIlVGS, 


Julyl 


HINTH   STREET,   ABOVE  CHESTNOT, 

PHILADELPHIA. 


SPECIAL  CARD. 
TO  MUSIC  DEALBRS  AND  TEIACHBRS. 

The  undersigned  publishes  upwards  of  three  hundred  Musi- 
cal Works,  com  priding  Instruction  Books,  Primers,  Catechisms, 
Studies,  Exercises  atid  collections  of  Music  for  the  Pianoforte, 
Organ,  Melodeon,  Guitar,  Harp,  Flute,  Violin,  Violoncello,  Ac- 
cordeon,  Fife,  Clarinet,  Flageolet,  and  all  brass  instruments. 
Methods  for  the  voice,  and  the  best  works  on  Harmony  and 
Thorough  Bass. 

Among  these  are  Bertini's  complete  and  abridged  Piano 
Method,  Ilunten'sdo.  A.E.MuUer'sdo.  revised  by  Julius  Knorr, 
the  very  best  book,  and  admitted  to  be  such  by  all  the  leading 
professoifl  of  Music.  Schneider's  Organ  School,  Lablache's  Me- 
thod tor  the  Voice,  Cnrulli,  Curtiw's  and  Carcassi's  GuiUir,  Rom- 
berg's Violoncello,  Spohr's  Violin,  Wrngg  and  Berbiguier'a 
Flute,  Weber's  Musical  composition,  popular  Melodies  for 
Bands,  printed  on  cards,  Moore's  Irish  Melodies.  All  the  popu- 
lar Operas,  Oratorios  and  Masses. 

In  addition  to  these  books,  O.  B.,  also  publishes  over  twelve 
thousand  diffiTenr.  pieces  of  Sheet  Music,  embracing  every  pos- 
sible varitity,  to  which  new  music  is  being  added  daily. 

Unusually  advantJigeous  facilities  enable  the  proprietor  to 
furnish  the  works  of  other  publishers  at  liberal  prices,  and  the 
attention  of  Music  Dealers  and  Teachers  is  respectfully  solicit- 
ed to  many  iidvantages  to  be  derived  by  them  in  trade  with  this 
establishment.  Catalogues  and  trade  lists  forwarded  by  mall 
on  application. 

OLIVER  DITSON,  115  Washington  st,  Boston 


^= 


^ 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


NOW     READY, 
THE    GEEAT   WOEK   OF   THE   YEAE, 

MOORE'S 

COMPliE'TE  EWCYCI^OP^DIA 

A  work  "which  has  cost  the  in defati gable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distia- 
guished  celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
every  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  vol- 
ume, of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  *"lie  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4000    MUSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  distingixished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A.  Complete  Bictiouavy  of  over 

5000    MUSICAL    TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIEK"CE    OF    MUSIC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  the  dafes  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOROUGH  BASS,  &c.  &c. 

A.  SooSt  iaiJeasiiaed  to  cover  ilae  \*  lioBe 

«•    ©f  MuBSBcal  Scleaice. 

JOHN  P.   JETVBTT   &  CO. 

PUBLISHERS, 


July  29 


BOSTON. 


SIGNOR.  AITGUSTO  BENDEIiARI,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Nnples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  forwliich  purpose  tlie  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  g-reat 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augusto  Bendelari,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

REFERENCES. 

Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G.  Ward,  Esq. 

■    Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq.  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

Sept  9 

MB.  J.  C.  D.  PAEKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct-  1st. 

References— R.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C.  Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD. 

TEACttEB,  OF  THE  P1A.KO  AT<iB  SINGITSG. 

Kesidenoe,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD. 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

S65  ^Vashtngton  Street,  Boston. 

Oei-mania  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E  TELIOW,  Agent. 
iil4tf  30  Fayette  Street. 

CHICKERINa   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

"WAKEROOMS, 

3M:.A.sso3sricJ    TunjvraE'ijES, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


MO'W    READY: 

Third  and  Cheap  Edition  of  the 

MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PMO-FORTE, 

BY   NJ1THA.TI   RICnARnSON. 

Inasmuch  as  the  demand  for  a  cheaper  edition  of  this  In- 
struction Book  has  been  so  great,  particularly  among  Teachers, 
heads  of  Seminaries,  &c,,  the  publisher  has  been  induced  to 
isKue  an  edition  containing  precipely  the  same  matter,  but 
bound  in  a  plainer  style.  This  Method  is  more  complete  and 
systematic  than  any  other  published  in  this  country  or  Europe, 
and  is  now  the  cheapest.  It  is  recommended  by  all  the  first 
Teachers,  as  being  the  very  best. 

Price,  in  plain  binding S?3,00 

In  the  original  style,  full  gilt S4,00 

Copies  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  on  the 
receipt  of  the  above  prices. 

PUBLISHED   AT  THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston,  by 
NATHAN  RICHARDSON'. 

CARL    GARTNER, 
TS  ylCHER    OF   MUSIC, 

May  be  found  at  Richardson's  Musical  Eschange,  eTery  fore- 
Oc  14  noon  between  9  and  10. 

LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELLO. 
HEKEI  JUNGmCKEL 

Will  receive  pupils  on  the  Violoncello.    Address  Carl  Gartner 
Oc  14  as  above. 

MK.    GUSTAV   KREBS, 

MEMBER  OF  THE  MENDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB, 

Begs  leave  to  inform  the  public  that  he  is  prepared  to  give 

instruction  on  the 

FLUTE,   VIOLIN    AND    PIANO. 

\0^  Applications  made  at  No.  17  Franklin  Place  will  receive 

prompt  attention.  Oc  14 

A.    W.    FRENZEL 

Will  resume  his 

I^J^STatTGTXOTSr    OM    THK    TIAHO^FODaTE, 

On  or  before  October  1st. 

Orders  may  be  left  at  the  music-storej  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Co. 
N.  Richardson,  or  E  H.  Wade.  Aug26 

INSTRTJCTION  IN  ITALIAN. 

MR.  LXJIGI  MONTI,  Instructor  in  Italian  at  Harvard 
University,  will  give  private  lessons  in  the  city. 
Address  at  the  Wintbrop  House.  '^"'' 


Oct  7    3m 


John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   ENTIEE  AND   INIMITABLE  ALLEGORT   OF 

THE    PILGRim^S    PROGRESSj 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  hisjourney  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JE^VETT,  Publisher. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  adthobized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

iBstructioii  on  the  Piano-forte  and  in  Singing. 

MR.  ADOLPH  KIELBIiOCK  respectfully  gives  notice  to  his 
pupils  and  the  public  that  he  has  returned  to  the  city, 
and  resumed  his  lessons  pn  the  Pianoforte  and  in  Singing,  and 
may  be  addressed  at  his  residence,  30  Ash  street,  or  at  the  Mu- 
sic Stores  of  Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washington  street,  Geo.  P.  Reed 
&  Co.,  13  Tremont  street,  or  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washing- 
ton street. 
References. — Lyman  Nichols,  Esq.,  10  Joy  Street,  Boston. 
John  Bigelow,        "     42  Blossom  St.      " 
Oliver  Ditson,        "  " 

George  P.  Reed,     "  " 

N.  Richardson,       "  '^ 

Hon.  T.  D  Elliot,  New  Bedford. 
Rev.  John  Weiss,  " 

Joseph  Ricketson,  Esq.  " 

Mr.    THOMAS    RYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  pupils  that  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  sea.son,  and  is  prepared  to  give  instruction 
on  the  PIANO,  FLUTE,  CLARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
THOROUGH  BASS.  Applications  may  be  made  at  his  resi- 
dence. No.  19  Franklin  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  music  store. 
Sept  16 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-FORTE,  and  in  the  Tqeory  of  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


MANtJFACTDRED  BY 

MASON     &.     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  us.  We  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 

Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Finish. 
Our  prices  vary  from  S60  to  S175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Bradbury,  George  F.  Root,  L.  H.  Southard, 
Edwin  Bruce,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

[C/^The  opinions  of  the  above  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

HENRY  mason.     \  MASON  &  HAItllilN, 

EMMONS  hamun.  J  Cambridge  Si.  (cor.  of  Charles,)  Boston,  3Is. 

Oct  28    6m  (Directly  in  frontof  the  Jail.) 

TAYLOR'S  PIANO  FORTE  FOR  BEGINNERS. 

FIKST  STEPS   TO  THE  PIANO  FORTE ;   teiug  an  Ele- 
mentary   Catechism    for    Beginners.     By    GEORGE    C. 
TAYLOR,    Teacher  of   the    Piano   Forte,   Harp  and   Violin. 
Price  75  cents.    U.sual  deduction  to  the  trade.    For  sale  by 
F.  J.  HUNTINGTON,  23  Park  Row,  New  York. 
WM.  D.  SDLLIVAN,  Madison,  Ga. 

MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Cray's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

References, 

Messrs.  CmcKEKiNG,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Pdschakd,  Boston. 

Messrs.  George  Peabobt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 


PIANIST  AND  TEACHER  OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  seryices  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richakdson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Heed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

References  :— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  .33  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

PRINCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  variety,  from  S45  to  S5150,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  churth.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  fietter  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 


Sept  2 


G.   P.    REED   &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Mnseum, 
Sole  Agents  for  Prince  ^  Co.'s  Melodeoni. 


ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 

TEACHER    OP    THE    PIANO-FORTE, 

Residence,   84   PlncJtney   Street. 


Sept  16 


ADOLPH    BAUMBACH,  ■ 
TEACHER  OP   THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Heed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Eoxbury.  gept  9 


H.     S.     CUTI.ER, 

MUSIC  ROOM  UNDER  CHURCH  OF  THE  ADVENT. 

Terms  $30.— Address  care  of  Nathan  iUchardson,  282  Wash- 
ington St.  Sept  9  tf 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr  O.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

R.    G  ARB  ETT, 
PROFESSOR    OP    MUSIC, 

Informs  his  friends  and  the  public,  that,  having  returned  from 
Europe,  he  is  prepared  to  give  instruction  on  the  Organ,  Piano 
Forte,  Violin,  Violoncello,  and  Cootni-Basso  ;  also  in  Compo- 
sition and  Arrangement.  Organs  and  Piano-Fortes  tuned. 
Music  arranged  and  transposed  to  order. 
li:7°"Residence,  No.  36  Shawmut  Avenue.  Sept  23    3m 

MRS.  ROSA  GARCIA  BE  RIBAS, 

TEACHER  OF  THE 

PIANOFORTE,  SINGING  &,  GUITAR, 

S  Seneca  St.,  corner  Harrison  Avenue. 

R.  De  RIBAS  will  give  instruction  on  the  Oboe  and 
Flute.     Also  MUSIC  ARRANGED,  TRANSPOSED,  &o. 


M 


J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Residence  No.  56  Kneeland  Street. 


.JBilinarit  JL.  Baltt),       SLitttr-pttjSJS,  jHuau  anb  3nt  f  ttntina-®ffli:i.       No.  21  gffjool  %i.' 


■■^. 


.(& 


e£ 


(en 


^^asffiiir^^ 


^. 


91  P^p^r  0f  ^xt  anh  Citcxatnxe. 


VOL.    VI, 


BOSTON,  SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  9,  1854. 
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Translated  for  this  Journal. 

Beethovea's  "  Heroic  "  Symphony. 

BY   RICHARD    WAGNER.  , 

This  most  significant  tone-poem — the  master's 
third  Symphony,  and  the  worii:  with  which  he 
first  struck  into  his  entirely  individual  direction — 
is  in  many  respects  not  so  easily  understood  as  its 
name  leads  one  to  suspect ;  and  this  precisely  be- 
cause the  title  "  Heroic"  Symphony  predisposes 
one  involuntarily  to  wish  to  see  a  series  o£  heroic 
situations  represented  by  tone-pictures  in  a  certain 
historico-dramatic  sense.  Whoever  approaches 
the  work  with  this  expectation,   will  be   at  first 


puzzled  and  at  last  undeceived,  without  getting 
at  much  real  enjoyment.  In  imparting  here  as 
succinctly  as  possible  the  view  which  I  have 
gained  for  myself  of  the  poetic  matter  of  this 
tone-creation,  I  do  it  in  the  sincere  faith  that  it 
will  help  many  listeners,  at  the  coming  production 
(Zurich,  1850)  of  the  Eroica,  to  such  an  under- 
standing, as  they  could  only  obtain  by  themselves 
after  repeated  listenings  to  particularly  inspired 
renderings. 

In  the  first  place  the  term  "  heroic  "  is  to  be 
taken  in  the  broadest  sense,  and  by  no  means  as 
referring  to  some  military  hero.  If  by  "  hero" 
we  understand  the  whole,  the  complete  Man,  in 
whom  all  pure  human  feeling.s — of  love,  of  sor- 
row and  of  power — are  manifested  in  their  high- 
est energy  and  fulness,  then  we  apprehend  the 
real  object  which  the  artist  in  his  searching,  speak- 
ing tones  would  set  before  us.  His  artistic  space 
is  filled  up  with  all  the  various,  mutually  and 
mightily  complicated  feelings  of  a  strong,  com- 
plete individuality,  to  which  there  is  naught  alien 
that  is  human,  but  which  contains  all  the  truly 
human  in  itself,  and  expresses  it  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  seems,  after  the  frankest  revelation  of  all 
noble  passions,  to  reach  a  consummation  of  its 
nature,  marrying  the  most  feeling  tenderness  with 
the  most  energetic  strength.  The  progress  to  this 
consummation  constitutes  the  heroic  tendency  of 
this  work  of  Art. 

The  First  Movement  includes,  as  in  a  glowing 
focus,  all  the  feelings  of  a  rich  human  nature  in 
their  most  restless  moods  of  young  activity. — 
Gladness  and  sadness,  pleasure  and  pain,  buoy- 
ancy and  despondency,  musing  and  yearning, 
languishing  and  luxuriating,  boldness,  defiance, 
and  an  unsubduable  self-consciousness,  alternate 
and  interpenetrate  so  closely  and  immediately, 
that  while  we  respond  to  all  these  feelings,  no  one 
of  them  can  disengage  itself  and  be  distinct  from 
all  the  rest,  but  our  sympathy  turns  ever  to  the 
One  who  still  communicates  himself  to  us  as  the 
Man  all-capable  of  all  emotions.  But  all  these 
emotions  proceed  from  one  main  faculty,  and  that 
is  Strength.  This  Strength,  infinitely  enhanced 
through  all  the  impressions  of  feeling,  and  pushed 
to  the  expression  of  the  over-fulness  of  its  being,  is 
the  main-spring  and  motive  of  this  piece  of  music  : 
it  gathers  itself  up,  towards  the  middle  of  the 
movement,  to  an  annihilating  energy,  and  in  its 
most  defiant  announcement,  we  seem  to  see  before 
us  a  world-destroyer,  a  Titan,  who  wrestles  with 
the  gods. 
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This  crushing  power,  filling  us  at  once  with 
rapture  and  with  terror,  hurries  on  to  a  tragical 
catastrophe,  whose  earnest  significance  is  an- 
nounced to  our  feeling  in  the  Second  Movement 
of  the  Symphony.  The  tone-poet  clothes  this 
announcement  in  the  musical  garb  of  a  funeral 
march  (Marcia  funehre).  A  feeling  of  deep, 
suppressed  pain,  of  solemn  grief,  communicates 
itself  to  us  in  this  searching  language  of  tones : 
an  earnest,  manly  sorrow  modulates  from  com- 
plaint to  tender  emotion,  to  recollection,  to  tears 
of  love,  to  inward  exaltation.  Out  of  sorrow 
germinates  a  new  strength,  which  fills  us  with  a 
sublime  glow  :  for  nourishment  of  this  strength, 
we  turn  involuntarily  again  to  sorrow  ;  we  give 
oorselves  np  to  it  even  to  melting  away  in  sighs; 
but  precisely  here  once  more  we  gather  up  our 
fullest  strength :  we  will  not  succumb,  we  will 
endure.  We  do  not  shrink  from  mourning,  but 
we  boar  it  up  on  the  strong  waves  of  a  brave 
and  manly  heart.  Who  could  describe  in  words 
the  infinitely  various,  the  inexpressible  emotions, 
which  shift  from  pain  to  highest  exaltation,  and 
from  exaltation  to  the  tenderest  sadness,  and 
again  to  the  final  ascension  into  the  thought  of 
the  Infinite  ?  It  was  only  for  the  tone-poet  to 
achieve  this  in  this  wonderful  piece. 

Strength,  chastened  by  its  own  deep  sorrow, — 
strength,  cured  of  its  annihilating  excess,  is  what 
the  Third  Movement  shows  us  now  in  its  bright 
serenity.  Its  wild  impetuosity  has  become  trans- 
formed into  a  fresh  and  cheerful  activity ;  we 
have  now  the  lovable,  glad  man  before  us,  who 
walks  happy  and  contented  through  the  fields  of 
Nature,  smiles  upon  the  landscape,  listens  to  the 
merry  hunting  horns  resounding  from  the  wooded 
heights ;  and  what  he  feels  in  all  this,  the  master 
imparts  to  us  in  the  stirring,  cheerful  tone-picture 
of  the  Scherzo ;  and  finally  he  lets  those  same 
wood  horns  tell  it  to  us,  that  give  musical  ex- 
pression to  the  fine,  joyous,  but  yet  tenderly  sj-ra- 
pathetic  e-xcitement  of  the  man.  In  this  third 
movement  the  composer  shows  the  emotional 
man  from  the  opposite  side  to  that  in  which  he 
has  shown  him  in  the  second  movement :  there  it 
was  the  deeply,  greatly  suffering,  —  here  the 
glad  and  brightly  active  man. 

These  two  sides  now  the  master  brings  together 
in  the  Fourth  and  last  Movement,  showing  us 
finally  the  whole  Man  in  harmony  with  himself, 
and  showing  him  in  those  feelings  in  which  even 
the  thought  of  suffering  shapes  itself  into  incen- 
tives to  a  noble  activity.     This  concluding  move       a 
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tnent  is  the  newly  gained,  clear  and  enlightening 
countertype  of  the   first   movement.     As  we  saw 
there  all  human  feelings,  now  interblending  in  the 
most  infinitely  various  expressions,  and  now  vio- 
lently repelling  one   another  in  all  sorts  of  ways, 
so  here  the  manifold  difference  is  united  into  one 
result,   which   harmoniously   embraces   all    these 
feelings  in  itself,  and  which  presents  itself  to  us 
in  beneficent  plastic  form.     This  form  the  master 
fixes  first  in  an  extremely  simple  theme,  defined 
and  certain  in   its   outhne,  and  capable  of  the 
most   infinite   development,   from   the   tenderest 
delicacy  to  the  highest  power.     About  this  theme, 
which  we  may  regard  as  the  firm,  manlj*  individ- 
uality, there  wind  and  nestle,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  movement,  all  the  tenderer  and  softer  feel- 
ings, developing  themselves  into  the  announce- 
ment of  the  pure  feminine  element,  which  finally 
jreveals  itself  to  the  manly  principal  theme, — still 
marching  energetically  through  the  whole  piece — 
in  ever  heightened  and  more  varied  sympathy,  as 
the  o'ermastering  might  of  Love.     At  the  close 
of  the  movement  this  power  opens  for  itself  a  full, 
broad  path   into  the  heart.     The  re.stless  move- 
ment holds  in,  and  in   noble,  soul-ful   calmness 
Love  speaks  out,  beginning  tenderly  and  softly, 
rising  to  a  rapturous  height  of  feeling,  and  finally 
penetrating   and   filling  the  whole  manly  heart 
down   to   its   lowest   depth.     Here  it  is  that  this 
heart  once  more  utters  the  thought  of  life  suffer- 
ing :  the  breast  heaves  with  fulness  of  love — the 
breast,  which  in   its   bliss  embraces  also  woe,  as 
bliss  and  woe,  considered  as  pure  human  feelinn-, 
are  essentially  one  and   the  same.     Once  more 
the   heart  quivers  and  the  rich  tears   of  noble 
humanity  gush  forth :   but  out  of  the  ecstacy  of 
sadness   boldly   bursts   the  jubilee  of    Strength, 
— Strength  married  with  Love,  and  in  which  now 
the  whole,  the  complete  Man   exultingly   claims 
our  recognition  of  his  divinity. 

But  only  in  the  tone-language  of  the  Master 
was  this  unutterable  to  be  revealed.  Words  can 
but  hint  its  simplest  outline. 
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For  Dwighfc's  Journal  of  Music. 

A  Musical  Career  in  Italy.   No.  III. 

It  has  never  been  my  good  or  bad  fortune  to  be 
in  a  theatre  when  a  singer  has  been  regularly 
hissed  (with  keys  !)  but  the  thing  is  not  at  all  un- 
common, especially  at  La  Scala,  in  Milan,  and  in 
Rome  and  Naples.  Once  a  Tenor  of  my  acquaint- 
ance was  hissed  most  unmercifully  at  Perugi.a, 
and  a  party  not  content  with  hissing  in  the  thea- 
tre, actually  awaited  him  at  the  stage  door  after 
the  performance  and  followed  him  to  his  lodgings, 
hissing  most  violently  all  the  time !  He  spoke 
quite  complacently  of  the  fact,  and  related  with 
great  guxto  his  first  appearance  in  another  town, 
where  he  insisted  on  being  heard,  and  the  au- 
dience on  his  not  singing,  and  the  matter  was  only 
settled  by  the  interference  of  the  impresario,  who 
lowered  the  curtain  in  the  midst  of  his  most  vig- 
orous eflbrts  to  be  heard. 

The  pay  of  artists  in  the  commencement  of 
their  career  is  in  Italy  laughably  small,  and  Dtj- 
PREz,  Tamburini,  &c.,  have  been  heard  many 
times  in  Florence  at  the  "  Piazza- Vecchia,"  a  very 
small  theatre,  where  the  tickets  of  admission  are 
sold  at  the  quite  economical  price  of  six  cents 
(mezzo-paulo.)  The  price  of  the  tickets  does  not 
in  the  least  effect  the  reputation  of  the  artists,  and 
it  seemed  fabulous  as  the  Arabian  Night  stories,  to 
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the  Italians,  to  be  told  of  the   Jenny  Lind  fu- 
rore in  this  country. 

Sometimes,  though  very  rarely,  and  only  in 
very  small  towns,  where  $50  for  the  month  is 
considered  fair  pay  for  the  leading  parts,  the 
singers  are  paid  the  sinister  compliment  of  a 
wreath  of  cabbage-leaves ;  —  and  I  remember  a 
young  Italian  (a  grandson  of  Cherubini)  in 
America,  some  years  since,  telling  me  in  bad  En- 
glish, that  in  Italy  "  when  apple  arrives  in  face 
of  singei"  it  is  very  amusing !"  More  amusing 
and  pleasant,  one  would  judge,  for  the  giver  than 
the  receiver,  like  alms-giving.  Such  things  are 
however  extremely  rare,  and  one  can  imagine 
how  bad  the  singer  must  be,  to  be  the  receiver  of 
such  tender  proofs  of  the  public's  sympathy.  The 
usual  marks  of  disapprobation  are  confined  to 
keys  and  castanets.  About  three  years  ago,  at 
the  Pergola,  of  Florence,  a  Baritone  being 
hissed,  drew  his  sword  and  in  his  rage  shy'd 
it  into  the  pit  directly  over  the  head  of  the  capo 
d'orchestra,  who  saw  it  coming  and  dodged  just  in 
time  to  escape  ;  several  persons  were  wounded, 
and  the  gens  d'  armes,  who  are  always  posted  on 
the  stage  behind  the  wings,  took  possession  of 
him  immediately,  and  three  months'  confinement 
in  the  old  "  Bargello"  was  the  consequence.  La 
Scala,  of  Milan,  is  a  dreadful  ordeal  to  pass 
through,  and  Clara  Novello,  who  in  En- 
gland is  ranked  as  one  of  the  first  singers  of 
the  age,  every  night  during  her  engagement  there 
six  months  ago,  was,  during  some  portions  of  her 
performance,  compelled  to  hear  a  shrill,  sharp 
sound,  very  much  resembling  the  distant  coming 
in  of  a  New  York  express  train  !  Some  portions 
of  her  singing  were  as  much  applauded ;  and  if 
an  artista  does  any  little  turn  or  grace  note,  ca- 
denza or  roulade,  well,  he  is  sure  of  receivini'  its 
due  praise.  Speaking  of  praise  reminds  me  of  a 
pun  once  perpetrated  by  an  American  lady  then 
residing  in  Florence,  (no  lady  in  the  world  but  an 
American  does  or  can  make  a  pun,)  in  speaking 
of  the  voice  of  an  acquaintance  of  hers.  She  re- 
marked, "  I  like  the  voice  very  much — I  have 
never  heard  Mario's,  but  I  will  give  hinii  all 
Duprez'  (due  praise.") 

Durng  the  Carnival  season  of  1854,  in  Flor- 
ence, appeared  for  the  first  time  the  baritone 
Mazzanti,  in  the  opera  of  Attila,  who  up  to  the 
age  of  28  never  dreamed  of  his  possessing  a  voice  ; 
his  attention  having  been  turned  entirely  up  to 
that  time  to  catching  small  fish,  which  sometimes 
are  found  in  the  river  Arno,  which  intersects  the  • 
city  ;  and  to  obtain  which  he  was  obliged  to  stand 
up  to  his  waist  in  water,  holding  a  large  net 
stretched  from  the  corners  of  two  half  hoops 
placed  transversely  together.  He  first  joined  the 
chorus  of  the  Pergola  with  a  salary  of  25  cents 
per  night ;  and  some  teacher,  hearing  the  immense 
power  of  his  voice,  thought  to  try  to  teach  him  a 
song,  to  test  his  powers  and  to  see  what  he  might 
be  made  to  do.  He  could  not  read  or  write,  but 
took  with  the  greatest  quickness  of  conception 
and  Italian-like  genius  all  his  maestro's  teachings. 
He  then  sold  himself  for  four  years  to  an  agent 
for  a  small  stipend  per  month,  who  agreed  to 
send  him  to  school  and  polish  somewhat  his  rough 
and  uncouth  manners  and  conversation.  He 
applied  himself  to  his  studies  diligently,  very  glad 
to  change  his  mode  of  life,  with  the  hope  of 
becoming  through  his  talent  and  genius  on  equal 
and  familiar  terms  with  gentlemen  and  admitted 
to  their  society,  to  which  every  artista  of  talent, 


whether  singer,  actor,  or  scpne-painter  in  Eu- 
rope (with  the  exception,  they  say,  of  England) 
is  entitled.  The  first  nights  of  his  debut  were 
ludicrous,  as  with  the  dress  of  a  king  he  felt  him- 
self little  at  home,  and  more  used  to  wield  the 
net  rod  than  the  sceptre  and  gilt  sword  of  the 
fiery  Attila.  But  in  a  short  time  he  improved 
rapidly  in  acting,  and  filled  nightly,  in  every 
sense  of  the  words  and  phrase,  with  his  wonder- 
ful voice,  the  large  "  Teatro  Nuovo." 

His  voice  is  all  that  one  could  dream  or  hope 
for  in  a  human  throat.  With  power  enough  to 
fill  the  Colosseum  of  Rome,  when  he  wishes,  and 
seemingly  without  taking  more  breath  than  usual, 
he  can  sing  with  the  most  delicious  mezza-voce  im- 
aginable ;  and  the  modern  school  of  music  written 
by  Verdi,  which  requires  strong  lungs  and  great 
sentiment,  seems  to  be  written  expressly  for  him. 
His  voice  preserves  constantly,  whether  in  sing- 
ing the  FFF  or  the  PPP  passages,  the  same  sym- 
pathetic, bright,  fresh  timhro  and  luscious  quality. 
With  a  voice  most  obedient  to  his  slightest  wish,  he 
possesses  in  spite  of  his  lack  of  education  that 
which  is  only  born  in  one,  and  which  rank  and 
position  in  the  world  does  not  give, — a  soulful 
appreciation  and  most  delicate  rendering  of  the 
finest  feelings  of  the  heart.  If  he  perseveres  he 
will  become  one  of  the  most  renowned  baritones 
Italy  has  )'et  produced.  Nature  in  her  bounty 
has  bestowed  upon  him  talents  which  thousands 
born  in  a  higher  sphere  of  life  vainly  would  give 
all  their  large  possessions  to  acquire,  and  it  is  only 
to  be  regretted  that  his  rare  talents  were  not 
sooner  discovered. 

La  Signora  Ungher,  now  Madame  Sabatier, 

was  the  daughter  of  Baron  U ,  then  grand 

chamberlain  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria.  With 
a  strong  voice,  of  disagreeable  quality,  she  obtained 
by  dint  of  constant  study  and  perseverance  a 
place  among  the  first  artists — possessed  of  a  hand- 
some fortune,  with  a  determination  to  become  an 
artist  (which  her  father  thought  was  a  girl's  freak 
which  would  pass  like  all  others)  she  went  to  Na- 
ples, oflfering  to  sing  either  in  the  chorus  or  the 
parts  of  third  donna  at  the  San  Carlo  for  one 
year.  At  that  time  Malibran,  and  Pasta, 
and  other  celebrities  were  there  engaged,  this 
being  at  that  time  the  first  musical  theatre  in  the 
world.  The  position  of  terza  donna  was  given 
her,  and  Vhen  one  knows  of  what  canaille  an 
Italian  opera  chorus  is  composed,  one  can  ima- 
gine what  the  position  of  terza  donna  is,  and  to 
what  insult  she  was  subjected  on  account  of  her 
being  a  Signora  by  birth  and  fortune.  During 
the  evening's  performance,  while  receiving  the 
scornful  sneers  and  envious  remarks  of  her  com- 
panions, she  might  be  seen  with  pencil  and  book 
in  hand,  marking  passages  and  cadences  of  the 
great  singers  and  studying  every  look,  action,  ges- 
ture and  note  of  the  celebrities  she  was  destined 
to  equal,  and  whom  in  some  things  she  afterwards 
nearly  supassed.  Three  years  of  constant  study 
and  training  she  spent  in  the  same  theatre,  pass- 
ing from  terza  to  seconda,  and  finally  to  prima 
donna.  She  possessed  great  dramatic  accent, 
and  certain  passages  she  rendered  with  her  harsh 
voice  in  such  a  manner  as  to  rivet  the  attention 
of  all  and  make  the  blood  run  cold  and  "  each 
particular  hair  stand  on  end."  It  was  she  whom 
Rossini  complimented  on  knowing  how  to  pre- 
serve as  well  as  to  gain  a  reputation. 

She  retired   from   the  stage  while   in  the  full 
force  of  her  powers,   and  when  her  musical  sun 
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■was  in  its  zenitli.  She  married  Mons.  Sabatier, 
a  gentleman  of  good  fortune,  and  who,  though 
much  younger  than  herself,  is  a  most  agreeable 
companion  for  her  in  her  present  studies, — for 
she  is  as  great  a  student  now  as  ever,  and  where 
the  true  love  of  the  art  incites  to  labor  in  one's 
younger  days,  the  appetite  for  knowledge,  which 
"grows  by  what  it  feedsupon,"  in  one's  later  days 
is  as  much  felt  as  before  in  the  true  artist.  She 
now  studies  Harmony,  and  employs  her  time  com- 
posing little  pieces — songs,  duos,  etc.,  and  is  con- 
stantly busy.  She  takes  interest  in  all  young  be- 
ginners, and  aids  by  counsel  and  by  lessons  many 
aspirants  for  fame,  who  in  Florence  are  intending 
to  pursue  the  thorny  musical  road.  A  particular 
friend  of  mine,  Sig.  Pelzet,  who  has  been  one 
of  the  celebrated  actors  of  Italy,  though  now  re- 
tired and  more  than  sixty  years  of  age,  studies 
his  parts  as  if  he  ihtended  to  perform  next  week, 
. — and  though  a  most  learned  scholar,  is  still  so 
diligent  a  student  that  I  found  him  one  day  stu- 
dying his  grammar  as  if  he  were  but  a  boy  of  fif- 
teen, and  he  told  me  a  week  never  passed  with- 
out some  litde  study  of  his  grammar.  Italians, 
at  least  when  in  their  own  country,  seem  to  have 
a  most  un- Yankee-like  idea  of  Art,  in  all  its  forms. 

Harrisom. 


For  D\7ight's  Journal  of  Music. 

A  New  Organ. 

The  new  Orgun  built  for  Christ  Clmrcli  (Methodist 
Episoop.il,)  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  by  Mr.  Jardise,  and  now 
standing  for  exhibition  in  his  Organ  factory,  548  Pearl 
street,  New  York,  is  of  an  entirely  novel  construction  ; 
it  will  occupy  a  large  arched  recess  behind  the  pulpit 
and  stand  upon  the  pulpit  platform,  whilst  the  key  desk 
will  be  in  the  large  square  corner  pew  on  the  left  side  on 
the  ground  floor  of  the  church,  and  in  the  midst  of  the 
members  of  the  choir.  The  entire  work  of  the  trackers, 
draw-stop  rods,  pedals,  &c.,  extends  horizontally  beneath 
the  floor,  turns  an  angle  beneath  the  pulpit  and  thence 
into  the  organ,  a  distance  of  40  feet  from  the  key  desk; 
at  the  same  time  the  touch  of  the  keys  is  perfectly  easy 
and  under  full  control  of  the  organist,  and  the  whole  of 
such  simplicity  and  durability  of  construction  as  will 
always  i\eep  in  order. 

Mr.  Jaedine  has  introduced  some  noteworthy  im- 
provements in  the  mechanism  as  well  as  the  voicing,  and 
also  a  new  stop  of  extraordinary  beauty,  called  the 
"  Clariana."  Among  these  is  a  capital  contrivance,  by 
means  of  regulating  screws,  to  adjust  at  once  and  Ireep 
at  the  proper  depth  the  touch  of  the  finger- keys  ;  as  well 
as  a  very  singular  catch  ^to  keep  open  the  swell  or  other- 
wise, actually  seeming  almost  to  obey  the  will  of  the 
performer. 

There  has  been  much  discussiou  as  to  the  best  situ- 
ation ill  a  church  for  a  large  organ,  which  shall  combine 
the  advantages  of  symmetrical  and  elegant  appearance, 
effectiveness  of  power,  togethar  with  sweetness  of  tone  and 
usefulness  in  leading  and  promoting  congregational 
Psalmody.  It  is  considered  that  this  instrument  will 
fully  meet  all  the  requirements.  The  church  edifice 
for  which  this  organ  is  designed  is  of  great  beautj',  of 
Gothic  architecture,  with  nave  and  aisles,  not  encum- 
bered with  galleries.  All  the  pews  are  finely  decorated 
with  carved  pannels  and  finials  ;  the  windows,  of  which 
the  front  one  is  of  magnificent  proportions,  all  filled  in 
with  richly  stained  glass.  The  tower  and  spire  will  be 
about  250  feet  high,  and  the  whole  is  of  solid  cut  ma- 
sonry. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  the  organ.  Great 
Organ  contains  : 

Grand  open  diapason,  open  diapason,  stop  diapason 
hass,  stop  diapason  treble,  flute,  principal,  twelfth,  fif- 
teenth, Clariana,  (new  stop,) 

SwEi.i,: — Double  diapason  or  bourdon,  open  diapason, 
stop  diapason,  dulciana,  principal,  fifteenth,  cornet, 
oboe,  trumpet. 

Choir  Uass: — Stop  diapason,  violino.  Sub-bass  pedal 
pipes,  double  diapasons. 

The  case,  which  may  be  described  as  "  perpendicular 
Gothic,"  is  27  feet  high,  20  feet  wide,  8  feet  deep. 

New  York,  Nov.  17.  L. 


A  Double  Voice. — The  following  is  stated 
by  the  authoress  of  "  Suburban  Letters  "  in  the 
Worcester  Palladium : 

There  is,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  a  lady 
noted  for  her  musical  abilities  which  are  often 
displayed  for  the  gratification  of  the  people  of 
Windsor  and  the  surrounding  places.  This  lady 
has  two  distinct  throats;  and,  it  is  supposed,  two 
pairs  of  lungs.  She  is  broad  chested,  but  quite 
slender  around  the  waist,  and  says  she  can  sing 
three  hours  with  more  case  than  she  can  talk 
with  a  friend  for  one  hour  and  have  that  friend 
do  two-thirds  of  the  talking.  At  the  age  of 
twelve  years  she  could  sing  two  distinct  parts  at 
once ;  but  has  since,  from  want  of  cultivation  or 
some  other  cause,  lost  that  power.  These  facts  of 
the  case  may  be  relied  upon  as  strictly  true ;  and 
they  furnish  a  remarkable  field  of  investigation 
for  the  physiologist,  and  a  wonderment  for  those 
who  are  interested  in  the  freaks  of  nature,  of 
which  this  may  be  considered  one  of  the  most 
curious. 


Prom  -WASHIlMGTOEr,  D.  C. 

Nov.  23.  Can't  you  let  me  come  in  occasionally 
as  "Foreign  Correspondence?"  Really,  as  far  as 
your  Boston  musical  continent  is  concerned,  there 
is  not  so  much  water,  nor  so  many  miles,  between 
you  and  Germany  or  Vienna,  as  lie  in  the  direction 
of  Washington.  Good  Father  Abraham  !  is  there 
a  "  gulf  fixed,"  and  shall  we  not  have  a  drop  ? 
I  think  that's  the  idea  the  musical  world  have  of 
our  metropolis.  "  It  was  the  manifest  understand- 
ing of  the  Germania  Society,"  said  a  citizen  the 
other  day,  "that  Washington  taste  arose  only  to 
the  Champagne  degree;  and  that  even  there  less 
music  ^nd  more  Champagne  would  be  Beethoven 
regained."  Yet  they  were  never  more  mistaken. 
There  are  persons  here  always  from  every  portion 
of  the  world,  many  of  whom  are  familiar  with 
tbe  highest  music  ;  and  these  are  gradually  infus- 
ing more  and  more  good  music  into  the  sluice  of 
musical  milkwater  which  is  the  birthright,  it 
seems,  of  our  country. 

I  do  not  think  that  our  city  would  have  been  so 
slow  in  acquiring  a  taste  for  High  Art,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  influence  of  the  Catholic  schools  in  this 
part  of  the  State.  With  more  wealth  than  is 
usual  with  Catholic  communities,  with  everything 
calculated  to  bring  them  in  connection  with  the 
highest  music,  so  much  of  which  has  been  com- 
posed for  the  Church,  our  Catholics  have  preferred 
their  old  Maryland  genealogy  to  it  all,  and  as  the 
"first  families"  have  an  obstinate  fondness  for 
Russell's  "  thrilling  flights,"  (witness  "  Maniac," 
"  Newfoundland  Dog,"  &c  ,)  or  Dempster's  "  soul- 
and-eye-filling  pathos"  (See  "Blind  Boy,"  "Irish 
Emigrant's  Lament,"  &c.),  so  the  young  ladies 
from  the  Convent  are  wont  to  make  us  in  turns 
feel  all  the  pangs  of  the  individuals  referred  to. 
I  have  myself  commenced  by  "  sitting  on  the 
stile"  until  "Mary"  at  the  end  of  a  series  of 
Protean  manceuvres  became  a  "  Gambler's  Wife." 

But  I  am  glad  to  announce  that  there  is  now  an 
obvious  improvement  in  them.  If  you  can  gain 
admittance  into  the  Georgetown  Convent  {cela 
depend;  an  elderly  air,  or  skilful  heilige  schone, 
are  safe  companions),  you  may  now  hear,  at  least, 
"  Monastery  Bells,"  "Bohemian  Chant,"  "Two 
Showers  of  Pearls  ;"  and,  if  you  request  it,  a  few 
pretty  fair  Nocturnes — these  accompanied  by  apol- 
ogies for  being  out  of  practice  in  them,  because  of 
their  being  rarely  called  for.  Opera  (Italian) 
music  is  kept  on  hand,  and  considered  a  sort  of 
angel's  food.  It  is  safer  not  to  ask  for  any  Ger- 
man music,  lest  you  should  get  it.  It  was  an 
"outward   sign   of  an    inward   grace"   however. 


that  about  a  month  ago  they  announced  and  gave 
at  Grand  Mass,  Haydn's  Mass  in  D. 

But  if  you  will  come  here  and  spend  some  weeks 
with  me,  I  will  answer  that  you  shall  not  starve 
for  music.  I  thought  much  of  what  our  Boston 
critics  would  have  thought  if  they  could  have 
been  present  at  the  performance  of  a  Quartet  Club, 
held  weekly  at  the  residence  of  one  of  our  most 
eminent  lawyers,  who  compensates  himself  for 
the  rigors  of  the  Common  Law,  and,  no  doubt, 
aids  Chancery,  by  frequent  recourse  to  a  most  e.\- 
cellent  violoncello.  This  gentleman  has  procured, 
in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  the  very  best  music 
to  be  had.  The  beautiful  arrangements  of  the 
Beethoven  Symphonies  for  Quartets  are  given 
here  with  a  real  perception  of  their  excellence. 
I  shall  never  forget  the  feeling  I  had  when  sitting 
for  the  first  time,  amid  more  silence  than  can  be 
had  for  love  or  money  at  the  Music  Hall,  the  first 
strains  of  the  Second  Symphony  broke  upon  my 
ear.  I  had  but  to  close  my  eyes  and  was  taken 
back  to  the  Saturday  when  first  I  set  foot  in  Boston. 
I  found  that  my  mind  was  full  only  of  "  sounds" 
from  my  home  in  the  South — if  you  say  homesick, 
I'll  not  quarrel.  I  saw  a  crowd  filling  a  certain 
street,  and  then  curiously  enough,  vanishing,  as  if 
in  a  brick  wall,  about  half  way  up.  I  cast  my- 
self into  the  stream  and  soon  found  myself  borne 
up  into  a  Hall,  which  must  evidently  have  been 
what  the  old  hisiorian  was  dreaming  of  when  he 
told  of  a  city  rising  up  from  the  earth  to  the 
sound  of  the  lyre.  And  here  it  was  I  first  heard 
a  Symphony,  and  that  was  the  Second.  I  felt 
then,  and  believe  now,  that  this  heavenly  Larghetto 
came  from  that  Heimioeh,  which  is  the_  first  throb 
of  that  longing  for  a  home  which  is  felt  after- 
wards, when  in  the  midst  of  home,  and  can  never 
end.  Well,  I  wasn't  homesick  in  Boston  after 
that ;  I  never  remember  to  have  wilfully  lost  a 
Germania  concert  afterwards. 

But  alas,  how  I  have  wandered  !  I  was  about 
to  tell  you  how  we  had  the  first  two  movements 
of  the  Second,  and  the  fij'st  of  the  Eroica,  a  Quar- 
tet of  Reissiger,  and  Opus  1,  of  Mendelssohn. 

On  Thanksgiving-day  evening  we  had  a  most 
delightful  private  musical  reunion  at  the  residence 
of  a  gentleman  who  has  brought  from  his  native 
England  a  national  love  for  Mendelssohn  and  all 
that's  good,  and  a  lady  who  enters  into  the  real 
spirit  of  the  Masters.  We  had  on  this  occasion 
the  Semiramide  Overture  ;  fine  selections  from  the 
Fifth,  Second,  and  Seventh  Symphonies  ;  Duetto 
(CrudelJ)  from  Nozze  di  Figaro,  and  a  bujfa  from 
the  same,  sung  with  decided  spirit  by  two  of  our 
music  loving  company  ;  and  ending  with  a  va- 
riety of  Songs,  etc.,  from  the  "  Ould  Irish  gintle- 
man  "  down  to  something,  I  forget  what,  from  the 
Operas.  You  see  we  are  not  such  "  haytheu 
Know-Nothings  "  here  after  all. 

Now  what  can  be  done  for  us  there  in  Boston? 
Can  you  not  send  us  one  of  your  orchestras  this 
winter?  I  do  believe  that  if  they  would  come 
and  give  us  the  best  music,  they  would  find  a  large 
house  of  attentive  listeners  at  every  performance 
during  the  Session,  and  even  independentlj  of  it. 
We  want  an  Orchestra  here  very  much.  At  pre- 
sent we  are  undergoing  the  diluvial  formation,  by 
the  ever-repeated  forty  days  and  nights  rain  of 
the  Navy-Yard  bands,  the  Odd-Fellow  bands,  and 
— hark!  there's  a  man  playing  "  Jordan  "  at  my 
door !  De  PitOFUNDis. 

From  NEW  YOKE. 
Dec.  4. — Y'ou  and  your  readers  will  be  glad  to 
learn  of  the  complete  success  of  Mdlle.  Cakoli 
Lehmann  at  her  first  appearance  in  our  city.  She 
sang  twice  at  the  first  concert  of  the  season  of  the 
Philharmonic  Society,  which  took  place  on  Saturday 
evening  at  Niblo's.     An  unusually   largo   audience 
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was  assembled,  and  the  house-  was  full.  Tou  are 
well  aware  that  those  who  attend  these  concerts  are 
mainly  our  naost  appreciative  musical  people,  and  a 
success  before  them  is  a  decided  one.  Mdlle.  Leh- 
mann's  first  selection  was  the  well  known  aria  from 
Der  FreijschiUz  :  " Leise,  leise"  the  performance  of 
which  by  Jenny  Lind  was  well  remembered  by 
nearly  all  present.  The  singer  was  evidently  embar- 
rassed and  exceedingly  nervous,  as  she  well  might  be 
at  a  first  appearance  in  New  York,  but  it  was  evi- 
dent that  she  gave  great  satisfaction.  She  was  warm- 
ly applauded,  and  her  return  insisted  upon.  She 
only  answered  the  encore,  however,  by  a  bow  of  ac- 
knowledgment. 

In  the  seoond  part,  Casta  Diva,  which  by  general 
consent  seems  established  as  a  test  aria,  par  excel- 
lence, for  deTjutantes,  was  the  selection.  This  was 
sung  with  much  more  freedom  than  Weber's  aria. 
But  I  shall  not  enter  into  detailed  criticism  of  one 
you  have  heard  so  often,  and  of  whose  abilities  and 
performances  you  are  so  capable  of  judging.  I  can- 
not refrain,  however,  from  noticing  that,  unlike  Mad. 
Gkisi,  who  cuts  and  clips  to  suit  herself,  Mdlle. 
Lehmann  took  DO  unwarrantable  liberties  with  the 
composer's  text.  Koulades,  scales,  trills  and  embel- 
lishments were  all  preserved,  and  satisfactorily  ren- 
dered. The  applause  that  ensued  was  very  great,— 
so  great  that  she  was  forced  after  the  usual  recog- 
nition of  the  compliment  to  return  and  repeat  the 
Ah  hello  a  me  ritorna.  I  assure  you  such  successes 
are  rare  in  our  city,  especially  when  achieved  by  one 
who,  like  Mdlle.  Lehmann,  has  not  previously  been 
be-puifed  in  the  dailies  ad  nauseam. 

The  Symphony  of  the  evening  was  the  Eroica, 
which,  with  the  exception  of  some  confusion  and  loss 
of  place  in  the  fourth  movement,  was  very  well  per- 
formed. Soul  might  have  been  added  to  advantage, 
but  could  hardly  be  expected  from  an  orchestra  gath- 
ered from  various  countries  and  provinces,  and  whose 
members  have  lived  long  enough  under  our  free  in- 
stitutions to  claim  the  right  to  think  and  act  and 
play  at  times  as  their  own  inclinations  may  lead. 
The  other  orchestral  pieces  of  the  evening  were 
Gade's  "  Ossian,"  which,  notwithstanding  the  Tri- 
bune's opinion  that  it  contains  only  "dull,  prosaic 
musical  ideas,  if  ideas  they  maybe  called,"  "  without 
passion  or  sentiment,"  was  evidently  well  liked,  and 
offered  much  more  good  solid  musical  food  than 
some  compositions  I  could  name,  and  an  overture  by 
Lindpaintner,  "Abraham's  Sacrifice,"  which,  if  y«u 
have  never  heard  I  trust  you  may  never  be  obliged 
to  listen  to.  Mr.  Aptommas  fantasied  on  "  Home, 
Sweet  Home  ;"  but  as  it  was  but  a  series  of  Thal- 
bergian  variations,  arpeggios  and  harmonies,  strung 
together  without  any  apparent  connection  or  mean- 
ing, I  think  it  might  as  well  have  been  dispensed 
with  at  a  Philharmonic  concert. 

Yours,  Ad  Retoik. 


Smlgjjf  0  ^Dtirnnl  nf  Mmi, 

BOSTON,  DEC.  9,  1854. 

First  Musical  Fund  Concert. 
Our  old  Musical  Fund  Society,  re-organ- 
ized, with  fifty  instruments,  all  carefully  selected 
from  the  best  material  in  the  city,  including  a 
third  part  of  the  late  Germania,  with  a  good 
conductor,  capital  programme,  thorough  rehearsal, 
and  the  approval  of  exacting  judges  won  before- 
hand, opened  their  season  last  Saturday  evening 
in  the  Music  Hall  with  only  half  an  average  au- 
dience. It  was  certainly  the  best  orchestra  and 
the  best  performance  on  so  large  a  scale  (except- 
T  I,    ing,   in   some  kinds  of  music,  Jullien's)   that  we 


have  ever  had  in  Boston.  We  fear  our  public 
are  too  slow  of  faith.  Many  seemed  not  to  real- 
ize that  here  was  something  new,  if  under  an 
old  name :  really  a  fresh  up-gushing  from  the 
hidden  springs  of  great  and  glorious  music.  It 
must  gush  yet  a  little  while  to  overcome  the 
memories  of  an  old  decline,  as  well  as  the  regrets 
of  recent,  satisfactory  supplies  cut  off  so  suddenly. 
Bergmann  and  his  Germanians  would  no  doubt 
have  been  a  surer  talisman  to  fill  the  Music 
Hall ;  we  cannot  have  them  ;  but  that  does  not 
prove  that  we  may  not  have  something  almost  as 
good  in  all  respects,  and  in  some  much  better. 
Saturday  evening  proved  that  we  have,  and  the 
rumor  of  that  success  must  surely  fill  the  hall 
another  time,  or  we  must  think  our  public  has 
become  musically  dead.  Meanwhile  it  may  be 
well  to  remember,  too,  that  trifling  causes  regu- 
late the  tide  in  music  halls.  The  mere  announce- 
ment that  some  seats  were  to  be  "  reserved"  at  ex- 
tra price,  judging  from  past  experien<;e,  was 
enough  to  keep  away  a  number. 

And  now  for  the  more  agreeable  task  of  noti- 
cing the  Concert  itself.  It  had  its  faults,  though 
it  was  sterling  in  the  main.  The  order  of  the 
programme  : — two  overtures,  with  rather  a  weary 
waste  of  solos  between,  for  the  First  Part,  and  a 
grand  symphony  for  the  Second  Part, — though 
after  the  German  model,  was  hardly  adapted  to 
our  more  popular  and  less  musical  audiences. 
People  kept  going  out  in  the  middle  of  the  sym- 
phony. They  did  not  come  to  it  fresh,  and  the 
Eroica  is  just  the  symphony  that  does  not  seize 
upon  the  idle  mind,  but  claims  severe  attention. 
Weber's  overture  to  Euryanthe  made  a  noble 
opening  and  was  in  the  main  well  played ;  so  was 
the  e.x.quisitely  wild,  breezy,  sea-shore  "  Fingal's 
Cave"  overture  (Die  Hehriden)  of  Mendelssohn, 
though  with  less  fineness  and  delicacy  than  we 
have  sometimes  heard.  The  rendering  was  spir- 
ited, the  blended  tone  of  the  orchestra  was  rich 
and  euphonious,  the  strings  were  good,  the 
horns  were  good,  and  the  old  chronic  infirmities 
of  two  or  three  years  since  had  disappeared. 

To  the  best  music  lovers,  doubtless,  the  whole 
concert  would  have  been  more  enjoyable  had  the 
First  Part  been  limited  to  these  two  overtures. 
There  was  a  tedious  stretch  between.  The  sing- 
ing of  Mrs.  BosTWiCK  in  Bellini's  Qui  la  voce 
and  Guglielmi's  florid  Gralias  agimus,  though  it 
displayed  plenty  of  experience  and  execution, 
and  a  voice  that  might  once  have  been  as  sweet 
as  it  is  now  clear  and  penetrating,  and  though 
commended  by  lady-like  dignity  of  manner,  was 
rather  dry  and  uninspiring,  although  the  latter 
piece  elicited  an  encore.  If  it  were  necessary 
to  have  any  singer  (which  we  doubt,)  more  fasci- 
nating and  refreshing  voices  could  have  been 
found  nearer  home.  Then  again  that  intermina- 
ble bravura  duet  for  violin  and  'cello,  played  by 
Mr.  Conductor  Suck,  and  a  younger  brother,  was 
a  wearisome  business.  We  say  nothing  of  the 
playing ;  but  submit  that  such  show  pieces,  full  of 
runs  and  tours  de  forces  and  empty  variations, 
have  long  ago  ceased  to  be  new  or  wonderful ; 
they  only  occupy  much  time,  without  at  all  af- 
fording the  good  aimed  at,  of  a  refreshing  di- 
version between  the  solid  numbers  of  a  pro- 
gramme. Pity  so  noble  a  concert  should  be 
disfigured  and  dispropoftioned  by  such  things ! 
Their  only  object  can  be  to  show  off  the  per- 
former, and  that  is  an  object  which  should  be 
scrupulously  ignored  in  a  pure  classical  concert. 


We  would  not  accept  even  a  Leipzig  precedent 
for  such  things  in  a  symphony  concert.  Is  it  not 
time  they  were  dismissed  and  sent  to  their  own 
place  ? 

If  it  be  necessary  to  give  so  many  things  in 
one  programme,  and  to  include  questionable 
"  sops  to  Cerberus,"  (though  we  do  believe  more 
deafness  to  his  barkings  on  the  part  of  musical 
caterers  might  at  length  cure  him  of  the  trick), 
all  will  agree  with  us  that  the  full  effect  of  the 
Symphony,  the  main  thing,  must  be  saved  so  far 
as  giving  it  at  the  right  time  {in  the  right  time,  of 
course  !)  can  do  it.  We  suggest  that  it  occupy 
from  before  the  middle  to  the  end  of  the  First 
Part.  Begin  with  a  good  overture,  to  get  the 
instruments  warmed  up  and  attempered  to  each 
other,  and  to  let  the  bustling  audience  get  hushed 
and  settled  down  into  the  musical  and  listening 
mood.  Then  some  bright,  naive,  perfect  little 
thing,  if  you  please,  but  brief,  and  better  not  at 
all  if  not  good.  Then  follows  your  Beethoven 
Symphony,  and  while  yourselves  are  fresh  and 
on  the  ascent  of  artistic  enthusiasm,  your  instru- 
ments in  tune,  &c.,  you  take  your  audience  in 
the  nick  of  time,  fresh,  with  clear  sense,  clear- 
headed, eager  to  climb  the  wave  and  be  borne 
out  upon  the  broad  and  glorious  sea.  Throw 
your  miscellany,  if  you  must  have  it,  into  the 
Second  Part,  which  should  by  all  means  close 
with  a  good  sterling  and  effective  overture 
(avoiding  clap-trap),  or  brilliant  movement  from 
some  other  symphony  harmoniously  contrasting 
with  the  first, — so  that  the  noble  main  impression 
of  the  evening  may  not  be  ignobly  frittered  away 
before  we  go  home.  We  need  a  good  impression 
for  the  last. 

With  the  performance  of  the  "  Heroic  "  Sym- 
phony the  attentive  and  exacting  listener  had 
every  reason  to  be  pleased.  It  was  by  far  the 
best  performance  of  the  evening,  and  the  best 
upon  so  large  a  scale  that  has  ever  been  given  us 
of  this  grand  composition.  Mr.  Suck  conducted 
with  energy  and  firmness  and  seemed  to  have 
tutored  all  his  forces  into  a  common  feeling  of 
the  music.  The  Marcia  Funehre  especially  was 
faultless ;  the  trio  for  horns  in  the  Scherzo  was 
as  smooth  and  prompt  as  one  could  wish — really 
a  triumph  after  attempts  wbich  we  all  remember ; 
the  cresoendos  and  syncopations  with  which  the 
work  abounds  were  always  effective  ;  and  it  did 
one's  heart  good  to  hear  so  neat  a  pianissimo  of 
the  strings  in  some  of  those  wonderful  little  epi- 
sodical and  fugue-like  passages  in  the  first  move- 
ment. It  was  listened  to  with  profound  interest 
by  the  larger  number  present. 

This  third  symphony  is  truly  "  heroic"  in  its 
whole  spirit  and  in  every  sense.  It  is  heroic  as 
a  young  and  grand  artistic  effort,  the  first  in  which 
Beethoven's  genius  declared  itself  in  all  its  indi- 
viduality, opening  a  new  world  to  the  musical 
sense  of  his  contemporaries.  In  the  first  sympho- 
ny, in  C,  you  enjoy  a  lighter  effort,  and  feel  still 
within  the  happy  sphere  of  Haydn.  In  the  seo- 
ond, in  D,  traces  of  the  same  influence  prevail, 
but  the  Beethoven  fire  breaks  out  continually, 
and  the  giant  grasp,  deep  down  towards  the  root 
of  things,  is  plainly  felt.  But  the  third  is  as  elab- 
orate and  on  as  grand  a  scale  as  any  but  the 
ninth,  and  there  are  passages  in  every  movement 
of  it  which  compared  with  aught  that  had  been 
heard  by  human  ears  before,  (or  even  since)  must 
have  been  quite  as  new  and  wonderful  as  anything 
in  the   ninth,  except  the  choral  movement.     In 
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the  Titanic  struggle  and  commingling  of  themes 
and  forces  in  the  first  movement  you  anticipate 
all  that  sort  of  element  which  prevails  in  the  alle- 
gros of  the  C  minor,  the  seventh  and  the  ninth-; 
the  Scherzo  is  as  buoyant  and  bright  and  pastoral 
and  playful  as  the  Pastorale  or  the  No.  8,  or  the 
Scherzo  in  the  ninth.  The  secondary  themes  in 
the  Finale  open  the  same  tender,  feminine  vein 
of  sentiment,  the  pure  love  element,  which  per- 
vades the  entire  No.  4  (in  B  flat.)  It  is  Beet- 
hoven fully  pronounced,  in  all  his  grandeur  and 
Shaksperian  richness  and  complexity. 

The  full  title  of  the  work  is  "  Heroic  Sympho- 
ny to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  a  great  man's 
death."  Beethoven  wrote  it  in  1802,  in  the  revo- 
lutionary period  of  Europe,  when  he  was  full  of 
the  great  hopes  of  freedom  and  fraternity  among 
men,  an  admirer  of  Plato's  Republic,  and  when 
he  hailed  Napoleon  as  the  champion  of  demo- 
cracy. To  him  the  finished  work  was  dedicated, 
and  every  one  has  heard  how,  when  he  was  pro- 
claimed Emperor,  Beethoven  tore  off  the  title 
page  and  trampled  it  under  foot.  Naturally 
enough  therefore  attempts  have  been  made  to 
trace  some  historical  correspondence  through  the 
different  movements  of  the  symphony.  The  fu- 
neral march  has  been  supposed  by  some  to  mourn 
the  death  of  a  hero,  by  others  to  mourn  the  re- 
creancy of  Freedom's  champion.  But  one  would 
be  puzzled  to  trace  any  such  personal  reference 
through  the  whole  four  movements.  The  idea 
that  it  may  indicate  the  feelings  and  phases  of  the 
French  Revolution,  the  hopes  and  fears,  the 
groans  and  struggles,  the  ideals  and  heroic  triumphs 
of  down-trodden  and  awakening  Humanity  is 
now  plausible  ;  and  those  who  have  read  our  jour- 
nal from  the  first  will  remember  in  an  early  num- 
ber an  able  elaboration  of  this  conjecture  by  our 
friend  the  "  Diarist. "      But  it  is  a  conjecture. 

If  there  must  be  any  moral  interpretation 
given,  the  safest  is  the  most  general,  like  that  em- 
bodied in  the  programme  written  by  Richard 
Wagner,  and  translated  on  our  first  page.  The 
style  is  metaphysical  and  perhaps  here  and  there 
obscure,  especially  in  a  literal  translation.  Yet 
we  think  it  can  hardly  fail  to  suggest  to  the 
thoughtful  reader  a  train  of  ideas  and  feelings, 
a  state  of  mind,  with  which  the  hearing  of  the 
symphony  will  be  found  well  to  harmonize.  It  is 
in  truth  just  such  an  interpretation,  as  almost 
any  symphony  or  great  work  of  Beethoven  will 
admit  of.  It  describes  the  moral  and  mental 
effects  of  Beethoven's  music  generally,  or  rather 
that  idea  of  Beethoven  as  a  mental  and  moral  in- 
dividuality, that  idea  of  the  spirit  and  aspiration 
of  the  man,  which  one  gathers  from  his  music. 
For  although  a  piece  of  music  may  not  be  said 
literally  to  mean  this  or  that,  although  the  compo- 
ser seldom  undertakes  to  tell  a  story,  describe  a 
character,  or  preach  a  moral  in  his  composition, 
and  fails  generally  when  he  does  ;  yet  it  would  be 
absurd  to  say  that  his  music  is  not  the  completest 
possible  revelation  of  him ;  the  audible  body,  as 
it  were,  in  which  his  ideal  spirit  clothes  and 
transmits  itself  to  the  race.  Had  we  room  for  de- 
tails and  for  a  few  musical  quotations,  we  could 
point  out  some  striking  specimens  of  the  fitness  of 
Wagner's  programme  to  the  music. 
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Handel  and  Haydn  Society.— First  Concert. 
In  spite  of  one  of  the  most  violent  rain  storms 
that  has  raged  upon  our  coast  for  years,  on  Sun- 
day evening,  the  Music  Hall  was  two-thirds  filled 


with  listeners  to  "  Elijah."  Mendelssohn  com- 
posed three  oratorios,  besides  his  great  cantata 
"  Song  of  Praise,"  and  several  psalms,  on  a  scale 
almost  grand  enough  for  oratorio.  His  "  St. 
Paul "  was  the  first  and  is  to  this  day  the  one 
most  esteemed  and  most  frequently  performed  in 
his  own  Germany.  "Elijah"  was  first  produced 
at  the  Birmingham  Festival,  on  the  26  th  of  Au- 
gust, 1846,  and  for  this  reason,  perhaps,  as  well 
as  because  it  has  in  it  more  variety,  more  dra- 
matic and  descriptive  passages,  and  more  interest- 
ing solos,  quartets,  &c.,  it  is  (certainly  ne.\t  to  the 
"  Messiah  ")  the  great  favorite  in  Oratorio-loving 
England.  His  "  Christus,"  performed  in  Eng- 
land last  year,  is  a  posthumous  fragment. 

"  Elijah "  was  performed  repeatedly  in  this 
city  by  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society  some  five 
or  six  winters  since,  under  the  direction  of  that 
talented  and  jolly  Englishman,  J.  L.  Hatton, 
who  had  a  side  for  comic  extravaganza,  and  a 
side  for  Mendelssohn,  Beethoven  and  Bach, 
which  he  used  to  turn  to  us  alternately  at  his 
own  concerts.  With  Anna  Stone  for  the 
grander  soprano  airs ;  another  pleasing  singer, 
whose  name  we  forget,  for  the  recitative  of  the 
widow  and  such  songs  as  Hear  ye,  Israel;  Ball  for 
Elijah,  and  Jones  for  tenor,  it  failed  not  to  create 
an  interest,  in  spite  of  many  failings  on  the  part 
of  orchestra  and  chorus.  Moreover  it  was  given 
entire,  which  we  would  we  could  say  now.  The 
extreme  ditBculty,  however,  of  the  music,  and  its 
severe  tax  on  solo  singers,  have  caused  rather  a 
shudder  at  the  thought  of  taking  it  down  from 
the  shelf  again  from  that  season  until  this.  The 
following  year,  with  the  advantage  of  the  same 
excellent  conductor,  was  literally  thrown  away 
upon  Donizetti's  "Martyrs"  for  an  oratorio 
(Heaven  save  the  mark  !)  Then  came  a  whole- 
some reaction  in  favor  of  the  grand  old  favorite, 
Handel,  and  "  Judas  Maccabseus,"  "  Jepthah," 
"  Samson,"  &o.,  became  fresh  subjects  of  enthu- 
siasm, amid  periodical  renewals  of  the  "  Messiah  " 
and  "  Creation."  Last  winter  lent  a  willing  ear 
to  the  seducing  melody  and  sparkle  of  Rossini's 
operatic  "  Moses  ;  "  but  the  old  love  was  not  ex- 
tinct, and  again  by  natural  reaction  there  came 
up  a  cry  for  something  solid,  yet  comparatively 
new,  and  the  result  is  now  "  Elijah,"  with  hints 
about  "  Israel  in  Egypt,"  &c. 

Under  all  the  difliculties  of  the  case,  some  of 
them  peculiar  to  this  season,  this  first  perform- 
ance of  "  Elijah"  was  a  great  success.  Yet  from 
two  causes  particularly  the  effect  was  singularly 
weakened.  The  first  of  these  is  remediable,  and 
therefore  we  dwell  upon  it.  It  only  requires  that 
people  shall  be  willing  to  sit  three  hours,  instead 
of  two  hours  and  a  quarter.  At  theatre  and 
opera  we  sit  through  four.  The  "  cuttings  "  were 
ruthless  and  destructive,  destroying  not  only  poet- 
ical, but  sometimes  even  musical  connection. 
For  instance  the  omission  of  the  chant-like  duet: 
Lord,  bow  thine  ear,  &c.,  after  the  chorus  recita- 
tive, which  ends  in  the  full  chord  of  E  major,  as 
dominant  to  the  A  minor  key  of  the  duet :  this 
was  skipped  and  the  tenor  solo  :  Ye  people,  &c., 
followed  abruptly  in  the  key  of  F.  Again,  in  the 
scene  where  Elijah  challenges  the  prophets  of 
Baal,  the  omission  of  Elijah's  last  invocation  and 
the  chorus :  The  fire  descends  from  heaven,  robs 
it  of  all  point  and  climax.  Then  what  a  sacrifice 
of  the  best  music  of  the  work  to  leave  out  the 
lovely  soprano  air  ?  which  should  open  the  Second 
Part,  with  the  sublime  sequel:    Thus,  thus  saith 


the  Lord  (though  it  might  be  hard  to  find  the  solo 
talent  that  would  at  all  satisfy  after  the  glorious 
LiND  rendering  of  it ;)  and  the  chorus  about 
the  whirlwind  and  the  "  still,  small  voice ;"  and 
the  quartet  near  the  end,  &c.,  &c. !  Any  one  who 
will  study  the  oratorio  itself,  or  who  will  refer  to 
our  somewhat  elaborate  analysis  of  it  (Vol.  1, 
p.  106,)  will  see  that  "Elijah"  is  a  work  of  re- 
markable unity,  an  inseparable  whole.  Really 
we  can  think  of  nothing  in  it  which  it  is  safe  to 
omit,  unless  it  be  that  ponderous  and  tremendous 
bass  song,  (in  imitation  of  one  in  Handel's  "  Mes- 
siah : ")  Is  not  his  word  like  a  fire,  and  like  a 
hammer  that  breaketh,  &c.,  which  requires  an 
exceptionally  great  voice.  An  apologetic  note 
upon  the  programme  stated,  that  in  these  omis- 
sions "  a  due  respect  had  been  felt  for  the  Com- 
poser;"  a  respect  limited,  it  would  seem,  to  two 
hours  and  a  quarter !  Really  we  think  the  ora- 
torio sung  entire,  with  its  dramatic  progress  un- 
impaired, if  decently  performed,  would  seetn 
shorter  and  move  on  at  a  less  fatiguinj;  pace,  than 
it  does  lamed  by  these  omissions.  We  trust  it  is 
not  yet  too  late  to  restore  the  missing  numbers. 

The  other  drawback  was  the  want  of  female 
solo  talent.  The  young  ladies  who  sustained  the 
solos  were  mostly  pupils  of  the  Handel  and 
Haydn  Solo  School,  and  many  of  them  debutantes, 
and  not  fair  subjects  of  exacting  criticism.  Many 
things  were  done  creditably  on  their  part,  and 
gave  good  promise  of  improvement.  The  Con- 
tralto recitatives  by  Miss  Twichell  were  quite 
effectively  delivered ;  but  we  felt  a  certain  life- 
lessness  when  it  came  to  sustained  melody,  like  the 
sweet  little  air:  Woe  unto  them  who  forsake  Him. 
Miss  HAS.SELTINE  gave  the  dramatic  scene  of 
the  youth  "  looking  toward  the  sea,"  in  clear  and 
penetrating  high  tones,  and  with  considerable 
spirit ;  we  could  not  expect  a  novice,  in  that  part, 
and  still  more  in  that  ol  the  Queen,  to  make  good 
the  memory  of  Anna  Stone.  Mrs.  Hill,  who 
took  the  part  of  the  Widow,  has  a  clear  but 
rather  hard,  thin,  French  style  of  soprano,  with  a 
continual  tendency  to  sharp ;  but  otherwise  fair 
execution.  The  angel  Trio :  Lift  thine  eyes,  was 
only  literally  and  mechanically  sung,  without  any 
sympathetic  blending  of  voices, — a  fault  felt  more 
or  less  in  the  double  quartet,  and  other  concerted 
pieces. — We  have  dwelt  upon  the  weak  points 
first :  they  were  not  such  as  to  make  a  general  fail- 
ure, nor  such  as  we  despair  of  finding  strengthen- 
ed in  subsequent  performances.  (Can  not  the 
society  procure  the  aid  of  Miss  Louisa  Ptne  ? 
The  soorano  arias  of  "  Elijah"  certainly  are  worth 
that  extra  effort.) 

Mr.  Aiken  rendered  the  music  of  "  Elijah" 
very  creditably,  though  his  voice  evidently  labor- 
ed towards  the  end,  and  some  of  his  recitative 
was  taken  much  too  rapidly.  Mr.  Arthurson 
is  an  excellent  model  for  the  correction  of  that 
fault.  His  recitative  is  always  dignified,  deliber- 
ate, impressive,  and  truly  musical  and  tasteful. 
He  sang  the  first  tenor  song :  If  ivith  all  your 
hearts,  when  he  had  his  freshest  and  best  voice, 
with  such  beauty,  feeling  and  expression  as  we 
have  scarcely  ever  heard  in  any  English  tenor 
song  of  so  lofty  a  character.  The  excellence  of 
the  orchestra  was  apparent  at  once  in  the  spirited 
and  clear  rendering  of  the  overture,  and  gave  all 
the  accompaniments  in  a  very  effective  manner. 
The  choruses  for  the  most  part  were  sung  with 
far  more  unity  and  promptness  and  rich,  full  mu- 
sical blending  of  the  parts,   than  on  the  former 
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occasions  atove  referred  to.  The  manner  in 
•which  the  overture  led  into  the  first  chorus,  and 
in  whieh  the  chorus  fulfilled  the  promise,  was  as 
satisfying  as  it  was  exciting.  In  the  recitative 
chorus,  the  parts  came  in  promptly  and  squarely  ; 
and  the  second  chorus,  perhaps  the  gramlest  of  all, 
beginning  with  the  alarmed  minor:  Yel  dolh  the 
Lord  see  it  not,  and  passing  out  into  that  broaiJ 
choral  tlood  of  harmony,  so  strengthening  and 
quieting  :  For  he,  the  Lord,  and  His  mercies  on 
thousands  fall,  produced  its  full  impression.  So 
did  the  famous  'Baal'  chorus,  and  :  Be  not  afraid! 
and  that  which  so  sublimely  closes  the  First  Part, 
and  represents  the  rushing  of  the  waters.  One 
only  wanted  a  greater  body  of  strings  in  the  or- 
chestra to  make  the  running  figure  in  the  accom- 
paniment more  prominent  amid  the  full  sound  of 
many  voices;  for  the  same  reason,  in  the  opening 
of  the  chorus,  Blessed  are  the  men,  the  lovely 
accompanying  violin  figure  was  sometimes  scarce- 
ly audible. 

Mr.  Zerrahn  established  a  high  claim  to  the 
title  of  conductor.  His  movements  were  all  dig- 
nified and  graceful,  if  sometimes  quite  excited. 
He  is  full  of  the  spirit  of  the  music  and  magne- 
tizes his  forces  with  it;  clear  and  sure  in  his  un- 
derstanding both  of  the  music  and  the  words ; 
always  anticipating  and  clearly  indicating  the 
effect  to  be  produced.  The  Handel  and  Haydn 
Society  and  the  whole  musical  public  may  well 
congratulate  themselves  upon  the  acquisition  of 
such  a  talent. 

"Elijah"  will  be  repeated  to-morrow  evening, 
and  we  doubt  not  there  will  be  a  deepening  of  the 
decided  interest  which  it  created  in  the  audience 
the  first  time. 


Mk.  Millard's  Concert,  on  Monday  even; 
ing,  was  a  charming  little  affair.  A  very  pleas- 
ant company  were  present,  and  the  beautiful 
Chickering  saloon  looked  particularly  social  and 
attractive.  Warmly  as  we  spoke  upon  a  former 
occasion,  the  half  was  not  told  of  the  beauty  of 
Mr.  Millard's  tenor  voice,  and  of  the  perfect  con- 
trol under  which  he  has  it.  In  the  aria  from 
Mercadante's  II  Bravo,  it  came  out  with  a  fresh- 
ness, sweetness,  purity  and  power,  that  we  have 
scarcely  heard  equalled  among  the  Italian  tenori 
■who  have  been  here.  The  tones  leap  forth  fully 
formed  and  round,  and  have  a  peculiarly  musical 
and  vibrant  quality ;  comparatively  feeble  in  the 
lower  register ;  but  now  and  then  a  high  chest 
tone  was  taken  and  sustained  with  a  commanding 
power  and  charm.  The  graduation  of  force,  the 
full  clear  stroke  and  vanish  of  each  tone, 
the  phrasing,  accentuation,  &c.,  were  masterly 
and  all  in  perfect  keeping  and  after  the  true 
Italian  method.  We  could  not  doubt,  after  this 
trial,  that  Mr.  Millard's  voice  would  fill  delight- 
fully any  of  our  large  music  halls. 

In  the  duet  from  Don  Pasquale  with  Mrs. 
Wentwortu,  he  sang  entirely  with  the  head 
voice,  very  sweetly  and  tastefully,  to  be  sure,  as 
if  with  the  purpose  to  subordinate  his  own  voice 
to  that  lady's.  His  rendering  of  the  air  from  "  Eli- 
jah :"  If  loith  all  your  hearts,  was  less  satisfying 
in  point  of  expression,  and  less  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  the  music  than  his  Italian  singing ;  the 
tempo  seemed  to  us  a  little  fast ;  it  was  sweet  to 
the  ear,  but  sank  not  so  deeply  into  the  soul  as  in 
Mr.  Arthurson's  singing.  Still  we  cannot  doubt 
Mr.  Millard's  rare  qualification  for  Oratorio  music 
generally,  and  trust  we  shall   ere  long  have  an 


opportunity  to  hear  him  in  more  than  a  single 
air.— The  dashing,  playful  ballata  from  Rigoletto 
at  the  end  of  the  concert,  and  the  little  French 
chanson  with  which  he  answered  to  the  encore, 
were  thrown  off  with  inimitable  grace,  to  his  own 
accompaniment. 

Miss  Emma  Davis,  the  young  debutante,  had 
unfortunately  taken  a  bad  cold,  which  weakened 
her  command  over  her  voice  and  now  and  then 
prevented  her  reaching  a  high  note  in  Robert,  toi 
que  faime.  Yet  she  sang  it  with  fine  fervor,  and 
showed  rare  style  and  execution  and  expression 
for  a  maid  of  scarce  fifteen.  Her  voice,  even  as 
then  heard,  is  one  of  the  most  pure  and  beautiful 
and  individual  in  quality  that  we  have  ever 
heard,  silvery  clear  in  the  upper  portion,  and 
with  a  rich,  reedy  flavor  to  the  sweetness  of  the 
lower  tones.  Her  appearance  is  singularly  inter- 
esting and  face  full  of  genius.  The  little  Italian 
duetto  between  her  and  Mr.  Millard  was  charm- 
ingly sung.  Mrs.  Wentworth  sang  Cherubini's 
Aoe  Maria  in  her  best  manner,  accompanied  by 
the  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club,  with 
clarinet,  who  opened  the  two  parts  of  the  concert 
with  single  movements  from  Blozart's  Quintet  in 
E  flat,  and  from  Mr.  Ryan's  Quintet  in  F. 


Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. 

The  second  Chamber  Concert,  Tuesday  even- 
ing, assembled  a  large  company  in  the  Chickering 
Saloon.  The  programme  had  some  novel  points 
of  interest.  It  opened  genially  and  wholesomely 
with  a  tine  Quartet  of  Haydn,  (in  B[),  No.  67,) 
which  was  played  with  exceeding  delicacy  and 
spirit.  Next  came  a  novelty  in  our  experience 
here,  a  quaint  and  famous  old  affair,  by  some  ad- 
mired as  a  matter  of  course,  by  some  declared 
tedious  and  out  of  date,  by  more  confessed  a  puz- 
zle. We  mean  Sebastian  Bach's  Chaconne  for 
the  violin,  with  Mendelssohn's  piano-forte  accom- 
paniment, performed  by  Messrs.  August  Fries 
and  C.  C.  Perkins.  In  truth,  it  is  one  of  the 
most  splendid  productions  of  the  solo  kind  ever 
written,  full  of  musical  ideas,  of  imaginative  fire 
as  well  as  learning,  unfolding  and  progressing 
with  a  vigorous  fidelity  to  its  subject.  There  is 
more  meat  in  it  than  in  a  hundred  violin  solos  of 
these  modern  days  of  virtuosity  ;  they  are  all  thin 
and  weak  and  tame  compared  to  it ;  and  instead 
of  finding  it  antique  and  primitive,  the  cast-off 
fashion  of  an  earlier  date,  one  is  only  astonished 
that  it  sounds  so  new,  that  it  anticipates  so  many 
of  the  effects  which  we  commonly  call  modern, 
rivalling  the  Paganini  school  in  feats  of  difficulty 
and  brilliancy,  .while  it  yields  something  far  more 
deep  and  satisfying.  It  taxed  the  violinist's  exe- 
cution to  the  utmost.  Even  without  the  piano 
it  moves  on  like  a  rich  polyphonic  whole  ;  but 
Mendelssohn's  accompaniments  are  modest  and 
judicious,  and  were  conscientiously  played. 

Next  came  two  Quintet  arrangements.  First, 
Schubert's  song:  Du  hist  die  Ruh,  the  melody 
discoursed  by  Mr.  Ryan's  clarinet.  It  certainly 
is  no  improvement  on  the  song,  but  rather  a  per- 
version. That  melody  is  almost  inseparable  from 
its  words;  both  song  and  accompaniment  sounded 
stiff  in  the  arrangement ;  and  one  of  the  finest 
points  of  the  song  as  sung,  where  it  reaches  the 
acme  of  its  fervor  in  that  pure,  long-drawn  high 
note,  that  leaves  off  in  silence,  was  spoiled  by  a 
trill  of  the  clarinet.  In  the  other,  one  of  the 
Lieder  ohne  Worle  of  Mendelssohn,  a  buoyant. 
Spring  song,  as  it  were,  the  melody  was  taken  by 


a  flute,  which  had  a  singularly  tame  effect  with 
strings.  Such  arrangements  may  be  good  exer- 
cises for  the  arranger ;  but  we  can  see  no  fitness 
in  their  introduction  into  classical  Chamber  Con- 
certs. What  do  they  profit  us,  so  long  as  they 
only  remind  us  how  much  better  the  songs  are 
■in  their  original  shape  ? 

Part  II.  opened  with  an  original  Piano  Trio,  by 
our  townsman,  Mr.  C.  C.  Perkins,  played  by  him- 
self with  the  brothers  Fries.  It  was  an  elabo- 
rate work  in  four  movements,  after  the  classical 
models  of  Beethoven  and  Mendelssohn.  It  con- 
tained not  a  few  interesting  ideas,  carefully  and 
scientifically  worked  up.'  The  Andante  and  Scher- 
zo were  particularly  pleasing.  The  Finale,  some- 
what freakish  in  its  movement,  seemed  rather  too 
difficult  for  the  composer's  own  pianism,  which 
he  possesses  in  no  mean  degree.  Judging  from 
this  hearing,,  the  Trio  seemed  an  improvement 
upon  Mr.  Perkins's  former  compositions.  As  a 
whole  we  rather  felt  in  it  a  lack  of  that  unity, 
that  spontaneous  development  out  of  one  germinal 
inspiration,  which  always  carries  the  hearer  along 
with  it  in  the  works  of  the  great  masters.  That 
lovely  Quintet  in  G  minor,  for  instance,  of  Mozart's, 
which  closed  the  feast  so  exquisitely  !  It  was  fine- 
ly played,  and  seemed  at  times  the  very  soul  itself 
of  Music  melting  in  ecstacies  of  love.  The  long 
Adagio,  on  muted  springs,  vibrating  with  sweet 
and  spiritual  remoteness,  won  you  to  a  mood  from 
which  you  sought  no  speedy  alternation,  and  so 
were  more  than  reconciled  to  the  immediate  suc- 
cession of  another  Adagio,  by  way  of  introduction 
to  the  liveliest  of  allegro  finales. 


The  Orchestral  Union  repeated  its  last  week's  programme 
Wednesday  afternoon  to  the  Music  Hall  two-thirds  full  of  de- 
lighted listeners.  The  "  Jupiter  "  Symphony  went  finely,  and 
the  FTtyschntz  overture  was  neTer  so  splendidly  played  in 
Boston.  Some  of  the  waltz  pieces  too  were  uncommonly  bril- 
liant. Mr.  Hehl,  a  modest  Germanian,  surprised  all  by  his 
fine  piano-playing  in  a  duet  with  ScHULTZE. 

English  Opera. — There  have  been  rather  less  than  ayerage 
audiences  at  the  Boston  Theatre,  although  large  for  other 
places.  The  "  Crown  Diamonds  "  ran  every  night  last  weelt. 
In  the  Sonnambula  Miss  Pyne  has  found  the  fullest  play  for 
her  exquisitely  finished  vocalization.  In  Wallace's  Ularitana 
she  was  accompanied  by  Apiommas's  harp,  and  made  the  most 
of  the  music,  which  certainly  is  of  the  feeblest  order.  The 
operas  are  all  admirably  put  upon  the  stage,  and  orchestra 
and  chorus  are  uncommonly  good.  Miss  Pine,  the  sister, 
makes  the  boy's  part  very  interesting  in  Marltana.  The  com- 
pany will  close  with  next  week,  changing  the  opera  each  nij^ht. 

SrANniKG  IN  Tune. — The  Transcript,  in  its  notice  of  a  Men- 
delssohn Quintette  concert,  says  very  justly  of  the  Chickering 
"  Grand,"  which  was  played  by  Mr.  Parker  on  that  occasion  : 

The  instrument,  although  but  just  from  the  mauuSictory.  and 
hardly  out  of  the  tuner's  hand  in  time  lor  the  concert,  evinced 
no  traces  of  depression  ;  every  tone  was  as  round  and  true 
as  if  it  had  been  se;isoned  with  reference  to  a  special  display. 
Nothing  shows  better  than  a  test  of  this  kind  the  sterling  qual- 
ities of  the  instruments  of  the  Messrs.  Chickering's  manufac- 
ture.    Its  superior  quality  was  a. subject  of  general  comuient. 

The  same  thing  may  bo  said  with  even  more  truth  of  the 
piano  used  this  week.  In  the  great  Music  Hall,  the  next  after- 
noon, it  gave  out  a  tone  of  more  liquid  brilliancy  than  any 
instrument  that  we  remember  to  have  heard  there. 

At  Hand. — Messrs.  Gartner  and  Co.  offer  some  fine  things 
in  their  programme  to-night:  such  as  Beethoven's  greatest 
Trio,  in  B  fiat,  a  fine  Quartet  by  Mendelssohn.  &c. — Mile.  D£ 
Lamotte's  second  Soiree  is  ne-st  Wednesday.  Read  the  pro- 
gramme in  another  column. 

M.  JuLLiEN  li.is  niglitly  triumphs  In  London.  One 
of  his  faitliful  admirers  says  :  "  The  enthusiasm  of  the 
opening  night  was  so  enormous  as  to  prevent  the  hearing 
of  all  the  quieter  or  more  intellectual  compositions."  ( !) 


New  Music. 

Mendelssohn's  "Songs  without  Words."  —  Mr. 
Ditson,  the  publisher,  ofiers  for  Siile  the  entire  series  of 
these  exquisite  works,  in  a  beautiful  bound  volume,  in- 
cluding the  posthumous  7th  set,  at  the  very  low  price  of 
S3  per  copy.  Here  is  a  chance  which  no  cultivator  of 
the  best  kind  of  piano  music  should  neglect.  The  num- 
bers cost  S5.25,  when  purchased  severally  and  unbound. 
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From  the  same  publisher  we  have  also : 

Overture  to  11  Barbiere  di  Seviglia^  being  one  of  a  se- 
ries of  Six  Operatic  Overtures,  arranged  for  three  per- 
formers on  one  piano,  by  Czerny  !  Three  pairs  of  liands 
make  quite  an  orchestra  in  this  way.  The  series  is  to 
include  also  Tcmcredi,  Fra  Biavolo,  Fret/schiitz,  Don 
Juan,  and  Nozze  di  Figaro. 

Crudtl,  perchefnora  ;  the  duet  from  Mozart's  Nozze 
di  Figaro,  another  beautiful  number  of  Ditsou's  series  of 
Favorite  Songs,  &c.,  of  Mozart,  ai-ranged  with  Italian 
and  English  words  by  S.  S.  Wesley,  Mus.  Doc. 

Perles  Allemandes :  -or  Six  Fantaisies  Elegantes  on 
German  airs,  for  the  Piano,  by  Theo.  Oesten.  No.  1, 
Adelaide,  by  Beethoven.  The  peculiarity  of  this  is 
that  it  is  not  the  Adelaide.  You  play  through  a  modern 
spasmodic  introduction,  which  might  lead  you  into  that 
or  any  other  theme,  and  suddenly  find  yourself  in  a  fa- 
miliar Bellini  or  Donizetti  melody  !  There  is  some  mis- 
take here. 

Tre  Giorni,  a  beautiful  minor  air  of  Pergolese.  This 
is  another  number  of  Thaeeerg's  "  Art  of  Singing  ap- 
plied to  the  Piano,"  and  will  reward  study.  We  have 
already  expressed  our  high  sense  of  the  value  of  the 
plan  and  character  of  this  work  as  a  whole. 


aaijcrtijsemeuts. 


Will  be  published,  on  TTTESDAY,  December  12, 
A  PINE  WOOD  EIVGRAVIIVG, 

Representing  a  Scene  from  the 
OPERA     OF     "CROWN     DIAMONDS," 

With  life-like  portraitures  of 
Miss  Louisa  Pyne,  Messrs.  Harrison  and  Borrani, 

lC?=0rder8  received  by  E  L.  Baich  at  the  Office  of  tlie  Journal 
of  Music,  21  School  £^t^eet. 

NO.  3  LA  GRANGE  PLACE,  BOSTON. 

_  Having  resided  thirteen  years  in  Europe  with  a  view  of  adap- 
ting the  Italian  style  of  Singing  to  the  En.  lish  voice-  and  of 
remedying  ivfaknfss  of  the  voice,  and  thoroughly  correcting 
hareh,  guttural,  nasal,  or  other  unplea.-ant  peculiarities,  pro- 
poses to  give  lessons  on  the  Voice,  and  in  Singing,  in  the  Italian 
French,  and  English  Languages. 

Many  who  have  tpent  years  of  severe  study  to  attain  musical 
excellence,  alter  struggling  to  conquer  some  guttural,  nasal,  or 
other  uup.easaiit  mannerism,  abandon  the  pursuit  from  the  be- 
lief that  they  are  afflicied  with  a  natural  defectiveness  :  when, 
with  a  fractional  part  of  the  application  which  they  bestow  on 
the  other  branches  of  their  musical  education,  and  with  much 
less  physical  effort  {if  properly  directed)  than  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  use,  their  voices  might  be  rendered  comparative- 
ly beautiful. 

"  Being  aciiuainted  with  the  course  of  vocal  discipline  pursued 
by  Mr.  W.  J .  I'arkerson  in  forming  and  developing  the  voice, 
I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  uiy  testimony  to  its  excellence  ;  be- 
lieving it  to  be  far  preferable  to  any  other  method  known  to  me. 

GEO.  J.  WEBB. 

Boston,  Oct.  7, 1854." 

IE?-  Terms,  $50  per  quarter. 

MISS  PANNY  FRAZER, 

Has  the  pleasure  to  inform  her  Pupils  and  Friends  that  she 
has  returned  to  the  city,  and  will  be  prepared  to  resume  in- 
struction in  SINGING  and  the  PiANO-iUKTE,  on  and  after 
October  1st.  Gommuuicaiions  may  be  lelt  with  Messrs.  G.  P. 
Iteed  &  Co.  or  at  her  residence, 
"Pavilion,"  Tremont  Street.  Sept  16 


YOUNG  LADIES'  VOCAl  MUSIC  SCHOOL 

Rooms  in  connection  with  Mr.  E.  A.  Beaman's  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No.  113  Temple  PInce. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARU,   Teacher. 

Alsoj  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adiims's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

RESIDENCE,  24  WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  rtad  music  reaaily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapred  to 
the  wantb  of  tho.-e  wno  desire  to  fie  themselves  to  rect^ivo  in- 
struction, Irom  ihe  b  st  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  Style,  &c.  \.i.m  jiencing  wiili  first  paisciPLEs  and  pro- 
ceeding up.vards,  by  ic-gular  and  suctessive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
3IENTS  of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  uiMcult  classical  coMi'osrnuss  with  ease  and  tiucncy. 

i'or  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  whi<;h  may  be 
had  at  the  I'iano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Webb  &,  Co,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  iilanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instriactiou  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Young  Ladies'  Vocai  Mu.-ic  School,we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  utjqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  iilanchard  wc  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  tbe  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mas-.n,        Geo.  J.  Webb,  F.  F    Muller, 

GEQ..F.  Root,  B.  F.  Baker 

Sept  30  tf 


CONCERTS 


CARL  GARTIfEE,  Violinist, 

CARL  HATJSE,  Pianist,  and 

H.  JTJNGNICKEL,  Violoncellist, 

Will  give  their 

FIRST    STJBSCRIPTIOI^    CONCERT, 

j^T    THE    mEIOJSrjaONj 

On  Satwrday  f^vening^,  Dec.  9lBi, 

Assisted  by 

Messrs.  H.  ECKHARDT  and  CARL  EICHLER. 

O^The  Grand  Pinno  used  on  this  occasion  is  from  the  man- 
ufactory of  Me.'^srs.  Chickering  &  Sons. 

0="Tickets  50  cents To  commence  at  7X  o'clock. 

HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY. 

Second  Concert  of  tBie  Series- 

The  Oratorio  of 
Will  be  repeated 

On  Sunday  Evening,  December  10th, 

With  the  same  Vocalists  and  Orchestra  as  at  the  first  Concert. 

Members  will  be  admitted  upon  producing  their  regular 
tickets,  with  the  usual  privilege. 

Doors  open  at  6)2 — Performance  to  commence  at  7  o'clock. 

Tickets  at  50  cents  each,  are  for  sale  at  the  Music  Stores  of 
Wade,  Ditson,  Richardson,  and  Reed  &  Co. ;  at  the  stores  of 
Eayrs  &  Fairbanks,  136  Washington  street,  and  J.  P.  Jewett 
&  Co.  117  Washington  street ;  of  the  Secretary,  Joy's  Building, 
and  at  the  door  on  the  evening  of  the  Concert. 

U.  L   HAZELTON,  Secretary. 

.MLLE.    GABKIELLE    DE   LAMOTTE'S 

SE-COND   GRAND   CONCERT 

Will  take  place  on  WEDNESDAY  EVENING,  Dec.  13,  at  the 

iHcssTS.  <Cf]tckcrtng's  SalootT,  iHnsom'c  ^Tmiplf, 

On  which  occasion  she  will  be  assisted  by  Mrs.  WENTAVORTH, 

VocaUst,  and  the  MENDELSSOUN  QUINTETTE  CLUB. 

PROGRAMME. 
Part  I. 

1.  Quintet  in  G,  No.  2,  op.  1,  (arr-.nged  from  the  Piano 

trio,) Beethoven. 

Introduction  and  Allegro— Adagio. 
Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. 

2    Recitative  and  Romance  :  *  Gillanme  Tell,' Rossini. 

Mrs.  Wextworth. 

3.  Grand  Concerto  for  Piano-forte  in  G  minor,  op.  25, 

Mendelssohn. 

1.  Molto  allegro  con  fuoco. — 2.  Andante. — 3.  Presto. 

4.  Molto  allegro  e  vivace. 

Mile.  Gabrielle  de  Lamotte  and  Quintette  Club. 

Part  II. 

4.  Adagio  from  Quartet  in  G,  No  75, Haydn. 

Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. 

5.  Grand  Sonata  in  A, Mozart. 

1.  Andante  grazioso  — 2.  Variations. — 3.  Adagio. — 4.  Allegro. 

5.  Minuetto  and  Trio. — 6-  Allegro  alia  turca. 
Mile.  Gabrielle  de  Lamotte. 

6.  Ballad, Parry. 

Mrs.  Wentwortu. 

7.  Grand  Fantasia  on  '  Robert  toi  que  j'aime,'  from 

the  opera  of  '  Robert  le  Diable,' Prudent. 

Mile.  Gabrielle  de  Lamotte, 

8.  Quartet  in  G,  No.  75, ". .  .Haydn. 

Finale,  Allegro  vivace. 
Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. 
[C?*To  commence  at  7K  o'clock,  preoisely. 
[j;3?"Tickets  to  be  had  at  Messrs.  Chickering's,  Wade's,  all 
the  principnl  music  stores,  and  at  the  door  on  the  evening  of 
the  concert. 
tlTT^No  postponement  on  account  of  the  weather. 

AFTERNOON  CONCERTS. 

THE     ORCHESTRAL     UNION, 

AT  THE 

BOSTON   MUSIC  HALL. 
Every  Wednesday,  at  3  o^clock,  P.  M. 

And  continue  through  the  season. 
CARIi   ZERRAHN Conductor, 

Single  tickets,  25  cts  :  Packages  of  6  tickets,  ^1 :  for  sale  at 
the  music  stores  and  at  the  door  Nov  23 

CARL    ZERRAHN. 
Conductor  of  tlie    Handel  &,  Haydn   Society, 

Is  prepared  to  receive  pupils  on  the  FLUTE  and  PIANO- 
FORTE, and  may  be  addressed  at  his  OFFICE  in  E.  H.  ^^'ade's 
mu^ic  store.  Nov  11 

SIGNOR  CORKLLl  begs  leave  to  announce  that  he 
has  commenced  Morning  and  Afternoon  Classes  for  the  in- 
struction of  Young  Ladies  in  SOLFEGGIO,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Messrs  CuicKERiNOjOn  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 

For  the  convenience  of  those  attending  schools,  the  afternoon 
classes  from  4  to  5. 

Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

Signer  Coreili  has  removed  to  No  47  Hancock  Street,  where 
henctifi  rth  he  may  be  addressed  ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
at  the  Meoars.  Chickering's  Rooms.  Sept  9 


Mile  GABRIELLE  DE  LA  MOTTE 

Has  the  honor  to  annnnnce  that  she  has  commenced  morning 

and  afternoon  closses  for  the 

INSTRUCTION  OF  YOUNG  LADIES  on  the  PIANO-FORTE. 

QC?^Terms,  fifteen  dollars  for  twenty-fbur  lessons. 

These  classes  are  on  the  same  principle  as  those  established 

with  such  great  success  in   the   Conservatories  of  Germany, 

France,  and  England. 

For  clashes  or  private  lessons  apply  at  55  Hancock  street,  or 
at  Messrs.  Chick-ering's.  o  21  3m 

OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
WiNTHROP  House  Terms  :~^oO  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  SSO  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 

F.    F.    MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old   South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  Sen. 

Residence,  ]Vo.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 

Sept  16  3m 

HE^VS'PATENT 

AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 

WILLIAM  MERGER, 
PubBislier  and  Isn])oi'ter  of  ITInsle, 

No.  82  West  4th  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED  MUSIC,  for  sale  at  Eastern  prices.  New- 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  publi.'ihed.  A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.  All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 

O^  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aug26 

FRENCH  LANGUAGE. 

Mr.  DE  LAMOTTE,  from  Paris,  begs  leave  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion to  pupils  in  classes,  or  private  lessons,  during  the  ensuing 
Tfinter,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  55  Hancock 
street.  0  21    3m 

D.    B.    NEWHALL. 

MANUFACTURER   AND   DEALER   IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  344   "Washington  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FOR  TES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  #  TO  LET. 


MR.  S.  HARRISON  MILLAED. 

Begs  to  inform  the  musical  public  of  Boston  that  he  is  now 

prepared  to  receive  pupils  in 

Italian  and  English  Vocal  zaton. 

Classes  will  be  formed  on  the  principle  of  the  Conservatoire 
A  Paris. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  English  Oratorio  singing. 

Classes  for  the  study  of  the  Italian  language  will  also  be 
formed. 

Residence,  6  Tyler  Street. 

Mr.    J.  Q.    WETHERBEE, 

(BASSa  CANTANTE,) 
No.  18  TREMONT  TEMPLE,   BOSTON. 


MR.  AUGUST  FRIES, 

Respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  former  pupils,  that  he 
again  is  prepared  to  receive 
ADVANCED  PIANISTS  AS  PUPILS, 
to  accompany  them  with  the  Tiolin  in  Sonatas,  Duo  concer- 
TANTE,  Solos,  &c.      Applications  sent  to  7  Winthrop  Place, 
will  be  promptly  attended  to.  oct  14    3m 

SONGS  WITHOUT  WORDS. 

MENDELSSOHN'S  SONGS  WITHOUT  WORDS,  (Lieder 
ohne  Worte,)  have  just  been  issued  in  one  elegant  volume, 
bound  in  cloth,  embossed  and  lettered.     Price  S3. 

Published  by        Oliver  Oitson,  115  Washington  St. 

A  CARD Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  (duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  violin  and  piauoj  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 

CONCERT    HALL, 

CORNER  OF  EUCLID  STREET  AND  PUBLIC  SQUARE, 
Cleveland,  Oliio. 

This  new  and  elegant  hall,  designed  expressly  for  concerts 
and  lectures,  is  now  open  for  artists  and  others  intending  to 
give  entertainments  in  Cleveland. 

The  hall  is  well  lighted,  handsomely  frescoed  and  decorated, 
and  will  seat  comfortably  1200  persons.  Its  central  location 
renders  it  the  most  desirable  of  any  in  the  city. 

For  terms,  etc.,  apply  to  HOLBROOK  &  LONG, 

Piano-Forte  Dealers,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


N  OW     READY, 

THE   GEEAT   WORK   OF   THE   YEAR, 

MOORE'S 

COMPLETE  EWCYC1,OPj5;I>IA 


A  work  ■which  has  cost  the  indefatigiihle  cnmpiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  mo«t  distiu- 
guished  celebrities  in  the  musital  world.  Thi>'  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
every  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octaro  toI- 
ume,  of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  f^he  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4:000    MUSICIANS  I 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A  Complete  liictionary  of  over 

500  0    MUSICAL   TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.     A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIENCE    OP    MUSIC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  presentr. ...  A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  the  da^es  of  their  fnventJon,  and  their  Scales.     Treatises 
on  HAKMONY  and  THOROUGH  BASS,  &c.  &c. 

A  Book  iiitendecB  to  cover  the  ^  Biole 

of  MMSEcal  Science. 

JOHN  P.   JEIVETT   &   CO. 

PUBLISHERS, 
July  29  B  O  S  T  O  W .       . 

SIGNOR  AUGXJSTO  BEWDELART,  Profe-sor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  te:(ch  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  ^vinter.  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons  Tbe  littter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evoningt;,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offcrt-d  the  use  of  their  Uoonis,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musicalinsiruction  that  has  been  attended  with  g-reat 
success  in  Europe 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Si^.  Adgdsto  Bendelari,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Met^srs  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitred 
to  refer.  v 

KEFERENCE8. 

Rev  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G    ft'ard,  Esq. 

Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq.  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

Sept  9 

MK.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Haroiony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  h:tppy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hay  ward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

References— B.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C.  Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 

E.  R.   BLANCHARD, 

TEACHER  OF  TUE  PIA^SO  A.N»  SIXGING, 

Residence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference^  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

L.   H.    SOUTHARD, 

TEACMESS     OF     MUSIC, 

S65  ^lVaslii3is:ta£a  street,  ISoston* 


Oermaeiia  Serenade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OP  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E  TELTOW,  Agi-nt. 
iil*tf  30  Fayette  Street. 


CHICKERING    &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OP 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OE  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

TIVAIgEKOOMS, 

TREMONT     STKKET, 

BOSTON.  tf 


NO^V    READY: 

Third  and  Cheap  Edition  of  the 

MODEM  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PIASO-FORTE, 

BY  NJ1THA.N  RICHJlIiI>SON. 

Inasmuch  as  the  demand  for  a  cheaper  edition  of  this  In- 
struction Book  has  been  so  great,  particularly  among  Teachers, 
heads  of  Seminaries,  &c,,  the  publisher  has  been  induced  to 
issue  an  edition  containing  precisely  the  same  matter,  but 
bound  in  a  plainer  style.  This  Method  is  more  complete  and 
systeniaric  than  any  other  published  in  this  country  or  Europe, 
and  is  now  the  cheapest.  It  Is  recommended  by  all  the  first 
Teachers,  as  being  the  Tery  best. 

Price,  in  plain  binding 3?3,00 

In  the  otiginal  style,  full  gilt ^,00 

Copies  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  on  the 
receipt  of  the  aboTe  prices. 

PUBLISHED   AT   THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANaE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston,  by 
NATHAN  BICHARDSOM". 


GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 

3F»i-A.]xro->:F'o:n.'T'E3Js. 


'  (SI 


No.  3    ■WINTEK   STKEET, 
BOSTON. 

AUL INSTRUMENTS 

WARRANTED 

IN    EVERY    P  ARTICULAH. 

Dec  9 


3m 


A.    W.    FRENZEL 

"Will  resume  his 

i3irsT3a,trGTio:sr  o^nf  the  piatsto-opobte. 

On  or  before  October  1st. 

Orders  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Co. 
N.  Kichardson,  or  E  H.  Wade.  Aug26 


M^ 


Apr  29 


INSTRUCTION  IN  ITALIAN. 

R.  I.X.TIGI  MONTI,  Instructor  in  Italtan  at  Harvard 
UniTersity,  will  give  private  lessons  in  the  city. 
Address  at  the  Winthrop  House.  Oct  7    3m 

John  Bunyan  StiU  Lives  ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE  ENTIRE  AND  INIMITABLE  ALLEGORY  OP 

THE    FII.GRIM'S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  parsed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  FublisKer. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  o>aT  authorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  ■    Nov.  12, 

.Instruction  on  the  Piano-forte  and  in  Singing. 

MR.  ABOLPH  KIELBLOCK  respectfully  gives  notice  to  his 
pupiis  and  the  public  that  he  has  returned  to  the  city, 
and  resumed  his  lessons  on  the  Pianoforte  and  in  Singing,  and 
may  be  addressed  at  his  residence,  30  Ash  street,  or  at  the  Mu- 
sic Stores  of  Oliver  Ditson,  115  \Vashington  street,  Geo.  P.  Reed 
&  Co  ,  13  Tremont  street,  or  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washing- 
ton street. 
References. — Lyman  Nichols,  Esq.,  10  Joy  Street,  Boston. 
John  Bigelow,        "     42  Blossom  St.      " 
Oliver  Ditson,        "  " 

George  P.  Reed,     "  " 

N.  Richardson,       '*  ** 

Hon.  T.  D   Elliot,  New  Bedford. 
Rev.  John  Weiss,  " 

Joseph  Ricketson,  Esq.  " 

Me.    THOMAS    EYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  pupils  that  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  season,  and  is  prepared  to  give  instruction 
on  the  PIANO,  FLUTE,  CLARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
TIIOKOUGH  BASS.  Applications  may  he  made  at  his  resi- 
dence. No.  19  Franklin  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  music  store. 
Sept  16 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-FORTE,  and  in  the  THEoar  of  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


MANUFACTURED  HY 

MASON     8l    HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  ns.  We  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Finish. 
Our  prices  vary  from  S60  to  .¥175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Bradbury,  Geoege  F.  Root,  L.  H  Southard, 
Edwin  Bruce,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished'musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  -ware-rooms. 

[C/^^The  opinions  of  the  above  gentlemen  givH  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

henry  mason.     \  MASON"  &  HAMI.I1V, 

EMMONS  HAMLIN.  ]  Cambridge  St.  {cor.  of  Charles,)  Boston^  Ms. 

Oct  28    6m  {Directly  in  front  of  the  Jail,  j 

CARL    GARTNER. 
T  E  A.CH  ER    OF    MUSIC^ 

May  be  found  at  No  20  Dover  Street,  every  forenoon  between 
9  and  10.  Oc  14 

LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELLO. 
HENRI  JITNGNICKEL 

Will  receive  pupils  on  the  Violoncello.    Address  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  67  Warren  Street.  Oc  14 

IffR.    GUSTAV  KREBS, 

MEMBER  OF  THE  MENDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB, 

Begs  leave  to  inform  the  public  that  he  is  prepared  to  give 

instruction  on  the 

FLUTE,    VIOLIN    AND    PIANO. 

O^  Applications  made  at  No.  17  Franklin  Place  wiR  receive 

prompt  attention.  Oc  14 


MANUEL  PENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gkay'8  Block,  corner  of  Washington 
and  Summer  Streets. 
References. 
Messrs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Pcnchard,  Boston. 
Messrs.  Geoege  Peabodt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 


PIANIST  AND  TEACHER   OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

References  : — Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon,  Sc. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

peince  &  co.'s  melodeons, 

OF  every  variety,  from  ffi4.'3  to  ®150,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 


Sept.  2 


a.   p.   KEED   &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sole  Agents /or  Prince  ^  Co.^s  Melodeons. 


ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 

TEACHER    OF    THE    PIANO-FORTE. 

Residence,    84    Pinckney    Street. 


Sept  16 


ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Reed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Roxbury.  Sept  9 

H.    S.    CUTLER, 
©tganisst    be6    Esacfjer    of    ^«gic, 

MUSIC  ROOM  UNDER  CHURCH  OF  THE  ADVENT. 

Terms  IS30.— Address  care  of  Nathan  Richardson,  ^82  Wash- 
ington St.  Sept  9  tf 

R.    G  ARBETT, 
PROFESSOR    OP    MUSIC, 

Informs  his  friends  and  the  public,  that,  having  rerurned  from 
Europe,  he  is  prepared  to  give  instruction  on  the  Organ,  Piano 
Forte,  Violin,  Violoncello,  and  Contra-Basso  :  also  in  Compo- 
sition and  Arrangement.  Organs  and  Piano-Fortes  tuned. 
Music  arranged  and  transposed  to  order. 

[C?" Residence,  No.  36  Shawmut  Avenue.  Sept  23    3m 

J.    TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence  No.  56  Kuecland  Street. 


-=-Siitoaril  a.  Baltt,       jlttttr-f  tt££,  jHusif  anil  3oii  jptintw3-®gltt,       No.  21  grtopl  gt. 


M] 


J^A 


^w«ia!r'^^ 


VOL,    VI, 


BOSTON,  SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  16,  1854. 


NO.   11. 


imiglif  3  ^nitrtiol  nf  IWmii, 

PUBLISHED  EVEKY  SATURDAY. 


TERMS 


[  BY  MAIL, . 


PER  ANNUM, 


CARRIER,   $2.50 


IN  ADVANCE. 


ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Music,  but  with 
glaoces  at  the  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  Literature  ; 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  Keviews  of  Concerts, 
Oratorios,  Operas  ;  with  timely  Analyses  of  the  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  Music  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  significant  Musical  News  from  all  parts  ;  gathered  from 
EngUsh,  German,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essays  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instru- 
ments, theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  ;  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
Social,  and  Religious  bearings  ;  on  Music  in  the  Church,  the 
Concert-room,  the  Theatre,  the  Chamber,  and  the  Street,  &c. 
6.  Translations  from  the  best  German  and  French  writers  upon 
Music  and  Art.  7.  Occasional  Notices  of  Sculpture,  Paintingj 
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For  ©Wight's  Journal  of  Music. 

Harmony  of  Tone. 

In  the  material  world,  two  important  agencies 
are  constantly  in  operation,  affecting  every  per- 
fectly formed  human  being,  through  those  pas- 
sages to  the  soul,  the  Eye  and  Ear. 

In  the  ordinary  and  popular  natural  philoso- 
phy, these  agencies  are  termed  Color  and  Sound  ; 
but  modern  investigation,  entering  into  the  finest 
shades  of  analysis,  and  searching  in  among  the 
crypta  of  the  universe,  has  discovered,  not  only 
how  color  and  sound  are  constituted,  but  also  the 
mode  whereby  they  enter  the  organization  of  our 
intellectual  and  spiritual  nature. 


It  has  disclosed  to  us  that  Color  is  but  a  certain 
state  of  light,  in  its  perpetual  vibratory  action, 
thrown  into  refraction  by  the  objects  on  which  it 
falls ;  and  that  Sound  is  also  a  certain  impulse, 
imparted  to  all  substances  capable  of  vibratory 
motion.  But  while  vibration  is  the  instrument  in 
the  production  and  the  conveyance  of  both  color 
and  sound,  the  media  by  which  they  act  are 
ether  and  atmosphere.  Light,  the  first  principle 
of  color,  being  sent  to  us  through  etherial,  and 
sound  through  atmospheric,  vibration,  present  to 
us,  in  a  most  striking  degree,  the  strong  analogy 
between  color  and  tone ;  and  we  might  conclude 
that  if  man  were  endowed  with  either  sense, 
simply,  that  constitutes  the  recipient  of  these 
agencies,  the  whole  outer  world  would  call  up 
within  his  imagination  as  high  a  scale  of  harmony 
and  as  pure  a  sense  of  the  beautiful,  as  it  now 
does  through  the  co-operation  of  both  these 
senses  in  their  admirable  union. 

This  problem  is,  in  some  measure,  accessible  to 
us  in  the  case  of  the  blind,  who,  shut  out  from 
the  visible  glories  of  Creation,  are  particularly 
known  to  revel  in  the  harmony  of  tone,  and  their 
perception  of  a  musical  imagery  must  be  far 
more  exquisite  than  our  own. 

The  physical  agents  which,  in  their  vibratory 
action,  constitute  these  harmonic  laws,  furnish  a 
key  to  the  solution  of  all  that  is  mysterious  in 
these  influences  of  the  external  world  upon  the 
human  soul  and  intellect.  The  purely  logical 
and  vague  term,  flarmony,  applied  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Nature  and  Art,  has  never  been  clearly 
explained,  nor  does  a  perfectly  lucid  analysis  ap- 
pear approachable,  unless  we  derive  our  analysis 
from  the  operations  of  the  material  world.  It  is 
here  we  see  the  workings  of  a  vibratory  process, 
commencing  with  some  susceptible  body,  set  in 
motion,  communicating  its  movements  to  the  at- 
mosphere, and  thus  reaching  the  ear.  We  per- 
ceive one  musical  instrument  giving  an  involun- 
tary response  to  another,  when  they  are  either 
similarly  or  harmoniously  attuned.  In  light,  too, 
we  might  trace  similar  physical  affinities  of  har- 
mony, showing  that  the  law  is  of  cosmic  origin 
and  rules  throughout  the  universe,  but  we  will 
confine  ourselves  to  the  Harmony  of  Tone.  From 
the  well-known  fact  that  when  a  stringed  or  any 
other  instrument  of  sound  is  touched,  another, 
being  alike  in  tone,  will  respond  to  it,  merely  by 
atmospheric  vibration,  we  are  led,  primarily  but 
clearly,  into  the  true  conception  of  harmony.  We 
are  conducted  into  the  grand  and  sublime  truth, 


that  harmony  itself  does  not  proceed  from  human 
ratiocination,  but  goes  from  Nature  up  to  Man, 
and  that  its  operations,  shown  by  those  mechanical 
experiments  upon  the  atmosphere,  are  the  in- 
structors of  the  soul.  These  well  attested  dis- 
coveries in  the  regions  of  tone  disclose  to  us 
that  the  laws  of  musical  harmony  are  the  inter- 
preters of  similar  laws,  pervading  all  Creation ; 
and  by  examining  their  structure  in  this,  the 
simplest  of  all  material  demonstration,  we  become 
cognizant  of  the  whole  illimitable  world  of  har- 
monious arrangement  and  design. 

Music  has  usually  been  classed  within  the  pro- 
vince of  Tone,  since  all  its  most  engrossing  quali- 
ties are  comprehended  within  the  various  tonic 
shades;  and  the  animate  creation  around  us 
seem  to  revel  in  it,  and  dispense  melodious  feel- 
ing through  the  instrumentality  of  sweet  sounds. 
There  is,  however,  another  principle  in  operation, 
which  lays  a  claim  to  the  origin  of  musical  emo- 
tion, prior  to  that  of  Tone.  This  principle  per- 
vades the  whole  human  species,  and  is  found  to 
exist  where  a  love  of  modulated  tone  is  not  inhe- 
rent, or  where  musical  sounds  would  seem  to  be 
repulsive.  It  is  the  Tact,  or  beating  impulse, — 
it  reigns  throughout  all  humanity,  and  we  might 
judge  from  the  carols  of  the  feathered  creation 
that  a  similar  impulse  existed  there.  The  tact- 
feeling,  or,  in  German  phraseology,  Takt-Gefiihl, 
we  have  every  reason  to  conjecture,  arises  from 
the  beating  or  pulsation  of  the  heart;  thence  it 
seems  to  play  through  the  whole  organization  of 
our  nervous  susceptibility. 

In  music,  it  brings  into  co-operation  tones  of 
every  variety  of  harmony  and  discord  ;  in  poetry 
it  manifests  itself  in  the  laws  and  usages  of  rhythm; 
in  eloquent  declamation,  it  is  found  to  govern  all 
the  intonations  of  voice  and  the  modulations  of 
impassioned  sentences.  We,  accordingly,  regard 
this  physiological  principle  as  one  of  the  primary 
conditions  of  musical  invention,  the  regulating 
principle  of  harmony,  and  as  essential  to  it,  as 
language  would  be  to  the  disclosures  of  intel- 
lectual thought.  To  judge  of  the  effect  of  vocal 
tones  upon  the  ear,  unaided  by  the  Tact-emotion, 
we  need  but  refer  to  the  bleating  of  the  lamb, 
the  lowing  of  a  cow,  or  the  yell  of  an  Indian. 
Were  these  same  sounds  governed  and  regnlated, 
and  thence  modulated,  by  the  law  of  Tact,  their 
effect  would  be  infinitely  more  pleasing,  if  not 
musical.  The  operation  of  this  law  is  plainly 
perceptible  in  the  carols  of  the  birds ;  an  impulse 
conveyed  through  the  hearts  of  these  tenants  of 


e;= 


^. 


-^ 


W- 


82 


DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC, 


-% 


(i> 


nature's  woodlands  and  solitary  haunts,  and  gov- 
erning and  modulating  the  clear  sweet  tones  that 
emanate  from  their  living  forms  of  beauty.  The 
natural  (low  of  voice  in  the  bird,  being  measured 
by  this  pulsating  law,  gives  rise  to  the  monotonous 
intonations,  which  characterize  each  distinct  spe- 
cies. In  some,  it  is  true,  physiological  structure 
will  not  admit  o^  m  idulations  of  voice,  but  we 
perceive  the  operation  of  the  principle  in  ques- 
tion in  a  sufficiently  large  proportion  of  the 
feathered  tribe,  to  give  plausibility  to  our 
theorj'. 

The  rhythm  of  poetry  is  one  of  the  palpable 
illustrations  of  the  existence  of  a  time-beating 
impulse  in  man.  The  development  of  the  law 
and  its  application  here  remain,  to  a  great  extent, 
the  mystery  that  obscures  the  psychological  ques- 
tion of  poetical  emotion,  and  why  ordinary  or 
homely  language,  placed  within  its  rhythmic 
scale,  exerts  such  a  novel  influence  upon  the 
heart  and  imagination.  We  may  be  thought  to 
be  venturing  upon  a  daring  proposition,  when 
we  undertake  to  bring  the  etheri;\l  substance  of 
poetry  into  such  a  connection  and  submit  it  to 
the  test  of  physiological  rules ;  but  there  is  a  wide 
field  within  our  corporeal  structure  as  yet  un- 
trodden, and  we  give  these  thoughts  as  suggestive 
of  others  still  more  elucidative.  Most  that  has 
been  written  on  the  essence  of  poetry  might  as 
well  not  have  been  written  at  all ;  as  the  theme, 
at  the  end  of  all  discussion,  is  invariably  left  in 
its  original  vagueness.  We  might  here  learn 
that  all  poesy  is  an  ofTspring  of  modulated  tone, 
and  that  while  we  surrender  ourselves  with  im- 
passioned feeling  to  what  we  deem  the  beauty 
of  expression  and  skill  of  invention,  we  are  un- 
knowingly captivated  by  the  subtile  law  of  Tact- 
emotion.  All  the  metrical  rules  of  ancient  and 
modern  poetry  owe  their  existence  to  this  physio- 
logical attribute  ;  and,  indeed,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  trace  the  origin  of  metre  and  its  univer- 
sality on  any  other  grounds.  It  indicates,  also, 
that  the  stream  of  pure  poetry  flows  from  a  per- 
ennial fountain,  enduring  with  the  race  of  man. 
When  we  speak  of  pure  poetry,  we  mean  the 
melodious  rhythm  of  our  own  and  other  lan- 
guages, and  recall  strains,  imbued  with  influences 
that  live  throughout  the  annals  of  all  literature ; 
of  thoughts  handed  down  in  melodious  measure, 
from  one  generation  to  the  other,  and  losing  no 
beauty  from  age.  In  all  these  glories  of  the 
Muse,  the  Tact-feeling  is  an  unknown  but  un- 
doubted agency,  ruling  beneath  an  unsuspected 
form  in  the  domains  of  poetry,  music  and  elo- 
quence. If  therefore,  that  cardiac  emotion, 
which  we  have  termed  the  Tact-feeling,  occupies 
such  an  important  place  in  all  oral  and  written 
language,  we  may  conclude  that  its  agency  is 
still  greater  in  that  language  which  is  represented 
by  the  Harmony  of  Tone,  and  is  the  product  of 
melodious  thought. 

In  its  applicalion  to  music  we  perceive  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  Tact-emotion  in  the  rudest  forms, 
giving  vent  to  the  necessities  of  our  psychical 
being,  by  calling  in  aid  the  rudest  instruments 
and  the  purely  monotonous  sounds.  These  are 
the  jews-harp,  the  bones,  the  drum,  the  Castanet, 
the  tambourine,  and  other  one-toned  instruments. 

When  played  alone,  they  furnish  a  species  of 
musical  experience,  belonging  exclusively  to  the 
order  of  Tact-music,  retaining,  apparently,  the 
Tact-emotion  in  constant  play,  without  operating 
I    upon  the  nerves  that  imbibe  the  harmony  of  tone. 


When  the  drum  is  emploj'ed  in  concert,  it  serves 
but  to  send  one  grand  impulse  through  the  whole 
mass,  and  regulate  by  its  measured  beats  the  com- 
pound musical  composition,  acting  upon  the  one 
general  heart,  like  the  pulsations  in  the  individual. 
The  bone  music  is,  perhaps,  the  most  ordinary 
form,  in  which  the  beating  impulse  finds  vent  and 
gives  expression  to-  its  desires;  an  outlet  for  one 
of  our  psychical  requirements,  as  indispensable 
and  irrepressible  as  pain  seems  to  be  to  our  phys- 
ical organization.  This  monotonous  beat  is  so 
suggestive  of  musical  emotion,  that  it  seldom 
fails  to  excite  some  familiar  air  among  the  work- 
men as  they  deal  their  blows  on  the  anvil,  or  the 
sailors  who  draw  the  windlass ;  it  calls  up  the  in- 
stinct of  song  and  merry  feeling  when  the  trio  or 
quartet  of  flails  resounds  through  the  rural  air,  and 
its  operations  are,  perhaps,  most  striking  in  mar- 
tial music,  where  the  measured  tread  of  the  sol- 
dier keeps  time  to  the  beat  of  the  drum,  that  in 
its  turn  follows  the  natural  impulse  of  the  Tact- 
feeling. 

To  the  strong  predominance  of  Tact-emotion 
and  the  ready  response  it  finds  in  the  popular 
heart,  where  complicated  and  refined  musical 
thought  has  found  no  entrance,  or  is,  as  yet,  in  a 
transition  state,  our  "  Ethiopian  Opera  "  Houses 
owe  much  of  their  success.  lu  their  adaptations 
of  many  of  the  finer  shades  of  harmony  to  an 
instrumentation,  in  which  Tact  is  in  the  ascend- 
ant, they  find  access  not  only  to  the  unrefined 
mass,  but  even  tempt  the  cultivated  ear  to  listen 
to  their  frisky  compositions. 

The  universality  of  this  law  would  almost 
seem  to  give  credence  to  the  legends  of  musical 
fascination  in  times  past,  when  the  minstrel,  by 
his  lively  and  measured  performances,  so  won 
upon  the  ears  of  youths  and  maidens,  the  gay 
and  the  grave,  as  to  draw  them  all  promiscuously 
within  the  dancing  circle.  Goethe's  Ratten- 
fanger,  and  "  Freddy  and  his  Fiddle  "  are  found- 
ed upon  the  great  physiological  truth  we  are  now 
endeavoring  to  illustrate :  and  the  "  Negro  Min- 
strelsy" of  our  day  is  but  a  corroboration  of  the 
truth  that  the  vast  legendary  Past  has  built  its 
records  and  traditions  upon  facta  in  nature  and 
laws  in  man  himself.  As  we  trace  the  fraternity 
existing  between  music,  poetry,  and  declamation, 
we  may  conclude  that  the  bards  wbo  have  im- 
mortalized themselves  by  written  song,  the  dra- 
matic performers  and  the  vocalists  stand  in  the 
same  category,  and  are  the  exponents  of  Tact- 
emotion. 

[To  be  continued.] 


For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 
THE  l_OTUS   FLOWER. 

FROM  THE  GERMAN   OP  GEIBEL. 

The  silent  lotus  flower 

Floats  on  the  blue  waves  light  ; 
The  broad  leaves  quiver  and  glimmer, 

The  cup  is  snow)"  white. 

There  pours  the  moon  from  Heaven 

All  of  her  golden  light, 
All  of  her  golden  beaming, 

Into  that  bosom  white. 

Around  the  floating  flower 

Circles  a  snowy  swan, 
He  sings,  so  sweet,  so  softly, 

And  singing,  gazes  on  ! 

He  sings,  so  sweet,  so  softly, 

And  singing,  will  pass  away! 
O,  flower!  snow-white  flower! 

Canst  thou  divine  the  lay  7  H. 


Mendelssohn's  "  St.  Paul"  at  Erfart. 

Mendelssohn's  oratorio,  "  St.  Paul,"  was  lately 
given  with  brilliant  success  in  the  Kaufmanns- 
kirche,  which  was  lighted  up  in  honor  of  the  oc- 
casion, on  the  king's  birthday.  A  correspondent 
of  the  Berliner  Musikzeitung  writes  of  this  event 
in  the  following  terms  : — 

"  This  work  had  not  been  heard  in  Erfurt  for 
several  years,  and  the  Erfurter  Musikverein  de- 
serves the  highest  praise  for  having,  by  its  per- 
formance, procured  the  public  an  evening's  en- 
tertainment as  delightful  as  it  was  deeply  impres- 
sive, and  as  artistically  instructive  as  it  was  moral, 
illustrative,  and  edifying.  The  reason  that  ora- 
torios bear  away  the  palm  from  all  other  musical 
creations  is  because,  in  them,  art  does  not  cease  to 
delight  us  a  single  instant,  although  at  the  same 
time,  enlisted  in  the  service  of  those  thoughts 
which  we  all  obey.  It  never  fails  to  set  the  soul 
in  a  condition  of  pleasing  excitement,  although, 
with  elevated  earnestness,  and  blended  with  sa- 
cred ideas,  it  speaks,  in  wonderful  accents,  not  for 
itself,  btit  for  the  sake  of  truth  and  admonition. 
In  Mendelssohn's  oratorio,  this  peculiar  quality  of 
the  sacred  works  under  consideration  stands  forth 
more  boldly  than  in  the  compositions  of  any  other 
composer.  In  the  same  manner  that  he  so  beau- 
tifully blends  the  fugue  with  his  choruses,  does  he 
subdue  the  powers  of  Art,  and  lead  them  in  all 
their  magnificence  and  fulness,  in  humble  strains, 
to  the  altar  of  the  Lord.  This  entrancing  nature 
of  his  sacred  works  finds  its  way  into  our  inmost 
souls.  Mendelssohn  is  the  great  sacred  Psalmist 
of  the  age,  and  the  swelling  fulness  of  the  spir- 
itual and  sacred  life  contained  in  it.  It  is  our 
inward  excited  feeling  to  which  he  lends  utter- 
ance in  the  midst  of  the  hurry  and  turmoil  of 
earthly  things;  the  voices  which  would  fain  wing 
their  flight  to  God,  but  die  away  in  the  tumult  of 
worldliness,  he  frees,  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
latter,  from  their  bondage,  and  bears  upwards. 

In  his  works  he  causes,  with  prophetic  strains, 
the  believing  heart  of  the  Present,  so  sorely  press- 
ed by  almost  heathen  influences,  to  awake  to  a 
consciousness  of  itself  and  assume  its  rightful  po- 
sition. It  is  the  influences  of  the  great  system  of 
modern  life,  in  its  arrogance  and  obstinacy,  and 
in  its  idolatry  of  worldly  things,  which  he  exhibits 
to  us,  bowed  down  beneath  awakening  and  sutler- 
ing  Truth.  We  feel  that  our  own  being,  woes, 
and  life  have  been  taken  by  the  artist  as  the 
chords  on  which  to  sound  his  strains.  This  is  the 
reason  why  his  works  are  so  profound,  moving  us 
deeply,  and  carrying  us  away  with  them.  There 
are  some  particular  choruses  (for  instance.  No. 
16)  and  airs  ("  Paul,"  No.  18,)  as  well  as  the 
cavatina  No.  40,  that  both  heart  and  ear  are  un- 
willing should  die  away  ;  we  feel  raised  upon 
their  tones  from  this  world  to  another  and  a  higher 
one.  The  Erfurter  Musikverein  never  achieved 
a  greater  or  more  noble  triumph  than  when  it 
undertook  this  performance  on  its  own  resources. 
Every  one  concerned  displayed  enthusiastic  zeal, 
impressive  seriousness,  and,  in  some  of  the  reci- 
tatives, a  captivating  charm. 

According  to  report,  a  new  association,  to  ex- 
tend over  the  whole  world,  will  shortly  be  formed 
at  Erfurt,  for  the  propagation  of  sacred  music. 
A  Herr  G.  W.  Korner  is  named  as  the  person  by 
whose  instrumentalit)'  the  scheme  is  be  carried 
out. — Land.  Mus.  World. 


For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 

Musical  Reminiscences  of  Florence. 

About  two  miles  distant  from  the  ancient  walls 
of  the  city  of  Florence,  on  the  right  hand  side  of 
the  beautiful  road  leading  from  la  hella  Fi- 
renze,  as  the  city  is  very  appropriately  called,,  to 
the  antique  Etruscan  site  now  called  Fiosole,  one 
would  find  three  years  ago  the  beautiful  villa  of 

Dr.  ,    of  Boston,   where   mirth,   hospitality 

and  open  hands  were  ever  to  be  found.  One  of 
the  least  unimportant  things  there  on  the  grounds 
was  a  little  theatre  capable  of  seating  about  150 
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persons,  with  a  stage  and  nice  scenery,  dressing- 
rooms,  and  all  the  minor  paraphernalia  of  a  thea- 
tre complete.  Leopoldo  Ue  Meyer  was  then 
band  master,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  major  in 
the  army,  of  one  of  the  Austrian  bands,  stationed  in 
Florence,  and  which  numbering  more  than  80 
brass  instruments,  all  under  the  most  rigid  military 
discipline,  rather  eclipsed  our  native  American 
bands,  not  even  excepting  the  famous  Dodworth, 
of  New  York,  composed  of  30  members!  He 
is  well  known  in  this  country  as  a  pianista  di 
forza,  and  being  an  habitual  frequenter  of  the 
villa,  answered  very  well  for  an  entire  orchestra. 

What  burlesque  scenes !  what  mock  duets  ! 
what  striking  tableaux !  what  heart-rending 
farces  and  laughable  tragedies  have  not  the  walls 
of  the  little  private  theatre  witnessed  ?  And  all 
done  by  native  Americans  too !  Even  the  Dr. 
sometimes  would  lay  aside  his  gold  bows  and  his 
usual  classical  dignity  and  would  have  astonished 
many  a  Boston  school  boy,  who  had  been  taught 
to  look  up  to  him  as  the  chairman  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee, by  the  graphic  imitation  of  Ned  Forrest 
as  the  "  Gladiator,"  or  by  some  fervent  appeal  to 
the  patriotic  feelings  of  his  auditors  !  With  the 
piano  forte  assistance  of  De  Meyer,  how  satisfac- 
tory (to  the  performers  at  least)  was  the  little 
musical  farce  of  (in  English)  "  The  Two  Pol- 
lys ! " 

AVhat  freedom  from  all  restraint  and  the  usual 
tedious  tramels  of  society  one, finds  in  Florence! 
One  of  the  chief  beauties  of  living  there  is  that 
every  one's  house  is  open  for  visitors  at  all  hours 
of  the  day  or  night ;  and  the  perfect  ease  and  feel- 
at-home-itiveness  of  society  in  general  is  very 
delightful,  especially  to  one  used  to  the  rather 

stifi'  ways   and  manners   of    B ,   and    other 

cities.     In  the  heart  of  Florence  on  New  Year's 

night  1852,  at  the  house  of  Mr. ,  of  Boston,- 

were  congregated  together  representatives  from 
eighteen  different  States  of  America,  though  the 
number  of  Bostonians  present  quite  exceeded  the 
deputations  from  other  parts  of  the  United  States. 
On  all  occasions  of  4th  Julj',  New  Year  and  such 
like  days,  some  one  extends  an  invitation  to  all 
his  resident  fellow  countrymen  without  regard  to 
age  or  sex.     On   the  above  mentioned   evening, 

for  the  vocal  part,  were  Mrs.  V ,  the  Misses 

L ,  Mr.  S ,  (then  studying  music  in  F ) 

of  Boston,  with  many  others,  among  whom  I  must 

not  forget  Mrs.  D ,  of  Cincinnati,  who  sang 

"Rome"  with  her  usual  success.  The  evening 
passed  delightfully  and  every  thing  went  off  with 
the  accustomed  ease  and  comfort  of  society  in 
Florence.  The  lover  of  music,  as  well  as  of  all 
the  other  fine  arts,  never  is  at  a  loss  for  good 
music  to  gratify  his  taste.  The  magnificent  mu- 
sica  sacra,  with  full  orchestral  accompaniment, 
in  several  of  the  superb  marble-lined,  gorgeously 
decorated  cathedrals  every  fete  day  (and  during 
some  portions  of  the  year  every  other  day  is  ded- 
icated to  divine  service  in  the  forenoon  and  ra- 
tional enjoyment  the  rest  of  the  day,  of  which  a 
fete  day  is  composed)  ;  with  three  large  military 
bands  which  do  nothing  but  practice  every  day 
for  the  amusement  of  the  people,  and  the  gratifi- 
cation of  the  handsome  Austrian  officers  at  noon 
day,  in  front  of  the  immense  "  Pittl  Palace,"  and 
every  day  at  the  cascine  (the  most  delightful  park 
of  its  size  in  the  world)  from  four  or  five  to  si.\ 
or  seven  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  : — with  these  and 
with  the  different  operas  every  evening  (some- 
times one  can  choose  out  of  five  or  six  theatres  of 
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music  at  prices  varying  from  5  to  30  cents,)  and 
the  constant  practice  of  vocal  music  at  every 
body's  house,  with  private  musical  soirees  and 
accademie,  one  cannot  but  acquire,  even  if  lacking 
it  by  nature,  a  strong  taste  for  music,  just  as  one 
there  looses  a  taste  for  strong  liquors  and  bodily 
stimulants.  I  believe  the  existence  of  an  Italian 
born  without  musical  taste,  or  with,  as  is  not  un- 
common in  America,  a  really  heartfelt  disgust  for 
music,  was  never  known,  and  as  incompatible  with 
an  Italian's  composition  as  it  is  impossible  for  an 
American  to  love  Art  for  Art's  sake  alone. — 
Within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  villa  then  occupied 
by  Dr. ,  stands  the  magnificent  villa  "  Cata- 
lan!," now  occupied  by  her  sons;  also  villa  "  Un- 
gher"  (now  Mad.  Sabatieu  ;)  villa  "  Barbieri 
Nini,")  who  six  months  ago  added  a  beautiful 
little  chapel  near  the  house,  which  cost  nearly 
$20,000.  She  being  a  theatrical  singer  by  pro- 
fession thought  her  grounds  lacked  a  private 
chapel  to  hear  mass  in,  rather  than  a  private  the- 
atre in  which  to  have  private  theatricals.  Here  too 
are  the  villa  "  Salviati"  lately  purchased  for  almost 
nothing  by  Mahio  and  Geisi — to  which  they 
retire  as  soon  as  their  American  engagement  is 
ended.-  Villa  ''  Albertini"  (the  present  interpre- 
ter in  Italy  of  Verdi.)  Villa  "  Gabussi"  (now 
the  wife  of  De  Bassini,  the  noble  Ba^so  engaged 
constantly  at  St.  Petersburg  and  Vienna.)  BIo- 
RiANi,  the  celebrated  tenore  and  the  best  inter- 
preter of  Erlgardo  in  Lucia  excepting  Duprez, 
also  lives  in  Florence.  —  as  do  also  Tacchinak- 
Di,  Signora  Persiani,  Rossini,  Checcherini, 
etc.  PIarrison. 

[To  be  coutinuod.] 


From  NEW  YOKE. 

German  Opeka. — "  Martha." — A  Philharmonic 
Argu.ment. 

Dec.  11. — You  are  perhaps  not  aware  that  we 
have  now  a  German  Opera  in  New  York.  The 
'Deutsche  Stadt  Theatre,'  under  the  management 
of  Messrs.  Hovm  &.  Siegrist,  gives  alternately 
dramatic  and  operatic  representations,  in  which 
latter  sundry  solo-singers  and  chorus  of  Maret- 
zek's  defunct  Italian  opera  troupe  take  part.  By 
these  I  heard  v.  Flotow's  "  Martha"  given  there 
a  few  nights  ago,  and,  making  all  due  allowance, 
really  in  a  very  creditable  manner.  A  friend  who 
was  with  me  much  pre'erred  this  performance 
to  that  of  the  same  opera  by  Mad.  Bishop  &  Co., 
at  Niblo's,  some  years  ago.  The  solos  were  taken 
by  Mmes.  Siedenburg  and  Martini  d'Ormt  (the 
possessor  of  a  remarkably  deep  contralto  voice,) 
and  Messrs.  Quint,  (Italianized  Signor  Quinto) 
and  ViNOKE.  The  choruses  were  decidedly  more 
agreeable  to  the  ear  than  to  the  eye,  being  very 
well  sung,  better  comparatively  than  the  solos. 
Indeed  the  eye  had  to  play  a  secondary  part  during 
the  whole,  as  outward  appearances  were  not  par- 
ticularly well  attended  to,  and  there  was  a  great 
want  of  good  looks,  some  misappropriateness  of 
costume,  and  stiffness  of  by-play.  Nor  were  the 
decorations  of  the  highest  order.  But  the  music 
was  as  fresh  and  pretty  as  when  I  heard  it  a  year 
or  two  ago  at  Vienna,  with  Staudigl  as  Plunkett, 
and  the  other  parts  (illed  to  correspond,  and  a  Vi- 
ennese Royal  Orchestra  instead  of  the  eighteen  or 
twenty  second  rate  musicians  who  composed  that 
body  here.  And  this  music  we  enjoyed,  and  also 
the  words  of  our  dear  native  tongue. 

I  fear  you  will  set  me  down  as  a  heretic,  for  I 
know  that  "  Martha"  is  no  favorite  of  yours  ;  but 


I  must  confess  that  of  the  class  of  light  operas  to 
which  it  belongs,  it  seems  to  me,  with  its  lively, 
exciting  plot,  one  of  the  prettiest.  The  overture, 
though  1  admit  not  appropriate  as  a  single  piece  in 
a  concert,  is  pleasing  enough  as  an  introduction  to 
the  opera,  and  the  instrumentation  and  vocal  com- 
binations are  good  throughout;  sometimes,  indeed, 
as  for  instance  the  "  Good  night"  Quartet  at  the 
end  of  the  second  act,  really  fine. 

I  must  say  a  word  about  the  audience,  which, 
though  composed  almost  entirely  of  the  middle  and 
lower  classes,  was  very  quiet  and  orderly,  and  as 
attentive  as  one  could  wish.  At  the  slightest 
sound  during  the  music  a  "sh!"  resounded  through 
the  house,  and  occasional  attempts  at  applause  be- 
tween the  verses  of  an  aria,  etc.,  were  imme- 
diately silenced.  Would  that  some  of  our  Ameri- 
can audiences  would  take  an  example  from  this  ! 

I  cannot  close  without  communicating  to  you  a 
short  argument  of  the  "  Eroica"  which  appeared 
upon  the  programme  of  our  last  Philharmonic 
concert.  It  throws  quite  a  new  light  upon  that 
glorious  composition,  and  I  fear  both  the  Editor 
and  "  Diarist"  of  the  Journal  of  Music,  as  well  as 
Richard  Wagner  will  have  to  hide  their  dimin- 
ished heads.     It  runs  thus  : 

"  This  great  work  was  commenced  when  Na- 
poleon was  First  Consul,  and  was  intended  to 
portray  the  workings  of  that  extraordinary  man's 
mind.  In  the  First  Movement,  the  simple  sub- 
ject keeping  its  uninterrupted  way  through  har- 
monies that  at  times  seem  in  chaotic  confu- 
sion, is  a  grand  idea  of  Napoleon's  determination 
of  character.  The  Second  Movement  is  descrip- 
tive of  the  funeral  honors  paid  to  one  of  his  fa- 
vorite generals,  and  is  entitled  '  Funeral  March 
on  the  death  of  a  Hero.'  The  Third  Movement 
(Minuetto  and  Trio)  describes  the  homeward 
march  of  the  soldiery,  and  the  Finale  is  a  combi- 
nation of  French  Revolutionary  Airs,  put  togetl>er 
in  a  manner  that  no  one  save  a  Beethoven  could 
have  imagined. 

It  is  said  that  while  at  work  at  this  Symphony, 
the  author  heard  that  Napoleon  had  been  created 
Emperor,  when  he  threw  it  aside  in  disgust,  and  it 
was  not  completed  till  many  years  afterwards." 

It  is  really  difBcult  to  say  which  assertion  is  the 
most  absurd.  I  should  like  to  read  your  opinion 
on  the  subject.  Boenonis. 

From  NEW  YOBK. 
Dec.  14. — We  are  not  to  lose  Mario  and  Geisi 
just  yet, — and  you  must  be  content  to  wait  until 
January  before  listening  to  them  in  Boston.  La 
Favorita,  in  my  opinion,  the  very  best  exhibition 
of  the  powers  of  these  two  artists  that  we  have 
had,  was  given  during  the  whole  of  last  week  to 
constantly  increasing  audiences.  The  ensemble, 
Geisi,  Mario,  Badiali,  Susini,  was  truly  enough 
to  attract  a  crowd,  which  was  made  certain  by  the 
announcement  that  last  Monday  night  was  posi- 
tively the  last  prior  to  their  departure  for  your 
city.  The  audiences  on  both  Wednesday  and  Fri- 
day evenings  were  much  the  largest  of  the  season, 
but  were  even  surpassed  by  that  of  Monday  night, 
when  Semiramide  was  repeated  with  a  new  cast. 
And  a  glorious  cast  it  was:  Mesdames  Grisi  and 
ViETTi  Veetiprach  ;  Signers  Mario,  Badiali  and 
Susini.  Mario,  it  is  true,  had  very  little  to  do, 
but  he  was  splendidly  appareled,  and  sang  well  in 
the  opening  quartet.  Badiali  and  Susini,  e.xcept 
the  latter's  occasional  false  intonation,  were  very 
acceptable,  and  the  power  and  richness  of  their 
voices  always  tells  upon  an  audience.  Mme.  Grisi 
was  most  effective  in  the  duo  with  Assur  and  that 
with  Arsace,  and  was  most  happy  in  the  Bel  rag- 
giq  lusinghier,  and  the  following  Dolce  pensiero  ; 
except  that  she  did  not  sing  without  great  exertion. 
But  the  honors  of  the  evening  rest  more  particu- 
larly with  Mad.  Vietti.  This  glorious  contralto 
astonished  even  her  friends  and  admirers.  They 
had  often  listened  with  delight  to  those  full,  deep. 
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low  tones,  which  in  America  have  only  been  sur- 
passed by  those  of  Alboni,  but  they  had  not  given 
her  credit  for  the  power  and  expression  and  most 
excellent  acting  displayed  as  Arsace.  Is  it  not  a 
relief  after  weeks  of  Donizetti  and  Bellini,  to  hear 
that  old  Semiramide  !  What  a  chain  of  melodies, 
from  commencement  to  end,  and  how  beautfully 
wrought  up  are  the  ensembles,  always  excepting 
the  finale  of  the  last  act !  The  chorus,  which 
should  have  been  quadrupled,  was  entrusted  to  the 
same  kind  of  men  and  women,  who  compete  in 
vsin  with  the  kettle-drums  and  brass  of  the  orches- 
tra. We  had  too, — but  it  was  no  improvement, — 
Noll's  full  regimental  band  upon  the  stage.  But 
the  success  of  the  opera  was  decided.  Tire  result 
is  another  repetition  of  the  opera,  and  a  renewal 
of  the  engagement  with  Grisi  and  Mario  until 
January. 

On  Saturday  evening  last  the  .\cademy  of  Music 
was  inaugurated  in  the  concert  line  by  a  sort  of 
Native  American  affair,  under  the  direction  of 
Harvey  B.  Dodworth  and  Geo.  F.  Bristow.  It 
was  a  curious  affair,  take  it  altogether,  but  at- 
tracted an  audience  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred. We  had  an  Allegretto  from  one  (the  D 
minor)  of  Mr.  Bristow's  Symphonies,  several  se- 
lections, a  la  Jullien,  from  operas  by  Dodvvorth's 
Sax-horn  Band,  and  as  a  finale  a  grand  "  Historical 
Sketch  of  New  York,  by  a  full  military  band  ! ! !  " 
The  whole  history  of  this  sizeable  town  was  given 
according  to  the  bills,  from  its  exclusive  occupa- 
tion by   savages  down  to the  composition  of 

this  same  Historical  Sketch,  which  is  descriptive 
enough  to  answer  the  demands  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive Schumannite  of  the  day.  To  complete  this 
programme,  there  were  thrown  in  a  few  such  tri- 
fles as  Rossini's  "  William  Tell"  overture,  and  the 
Scena  and  Prayer  from  "  Der  Freyschiitz."  This 
last,  however,  owing  to  the  indisposition  of  Mrs. 
Stuart,  was  not  sung,  an  Italian  aria  taking  its 
place.  I  understand  that  these  concerts  are  to  be 
repeated  on  consecutive  Saturday  evenings. 

Yours,  Au  Revoir. 


m. 


London.  —  Handel's  "Judas  Maccabseus"  was  per- 
formed in  St.  Martin's  Hall,  Nov.  15lh,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  famous  teacher  of  "  singing  for  the  million," 
JoHS  HoLLAH.  The  choruses  were  sung  by  the  mem- 
bers of  his  "  first  upper  singing  school,"  and  went  "sur- 
prisingly well."     Of  the  solos  the  Musical  World  says: 

Mr.  Augustus  Braham's  force  and  distinct  articulation 
must  be  commended  in  "  Sound  nn  Ahirm,"  and  Mr. 
Weiss's  vocalization  in  "  The  Lord  workeih  wonders," 
merits  eulogy.  Miss  Huddart,  in  the  recitative  "  From 
Capharsalama,"  betokened  improvement  since  we  lust 
lieard  her.  Mrs.  Sims  Reeves  was  de'-erverllv  applauded 
throughout  the  evening  for  her  extremely  artistic  sirigiiio-, 
especially  in  the  airs  "  0  liberty  "  (the  violoncello  ac- 
companiment admirably  played  by  Mr.  Lucas),  and 
"  From  mighty  kings,"  "as  well  as  in  the  duet  •'  0  lovely 
peace,"  with  Miss  Huddart.  Miss  Julia  Bleaden  had 
not  much  to  do,  yet  did  it  well. 

The  second  soiree  of  the  "  Reunion  des  Arts,"  took 
place  also  on  the  15th. 

The  principal  feature  was  a  new  piano-forte  qnartet 
by  Herr  Golmick,  which  was  executed  hv  the  composer, 
assisted  by  Herr  Goffrie,  and  Jlessrs.  R;es  and  Hancock. 
Mr.  Gnlmick's  quartet  is  altogether  a  composition  of  de- 
cided merit,  and  will  always  be  listened  to  with  pleasure 
by  audiences  of  all  classes",  not  as  most  modern  quartets 
are,  fur  the  sake  of  the  skilful  perfia-mance,  or  on  ac- 
count of  the  author's  learned  and  elaborate  instrumenta- 
tion, but  as  a  work  full  of  pleasant  snhjects  inneiiionsly 
treated.  The  quartet  was  fillowed  bv  several  Italian 
pieces,  of  which  Signor  and  Mine.  Lorenzo,  and  M.  Eus- 
tace took  charge.  "We  may  notice  as  worth  a  second 
hearing,  a  very  pretty  duet  by  Campana  entitled  Una  sera 
d'amnre.  which  gave  general  satisfaction.  Miss  Sims 
Reeves  (sister  to  the  national  tenor)  took  part  in  a  duet  bv 
Verdi,  Qanl  mure,  and  displayed  a  very  agreeable  quality 
of  voice.  The  young  Messrs!  Holmni  perfurmed  a  duo 
concerfante  by  Spohr,  on  two  violins,  with  their  usual 
ability  and  fas"te.  An  A7e<jie,  by  Herr  Eies,  on  the  vio- 
loncello, made  up  the  programme. 


Manchester. — Charles  Halle  has  commenced  his 
annual  series  of  Classical  Chamber  Concerts,  with  Ernst 
and  Piatti.  Manchester  is  truly  a  favored  spot  in  the 
world  musical,  and  the  seat  of  many  music-lovers.  Since 
our  last  report  they  have  continued  to  have  opera  every 
night  in  the  week,  and  such  a  list  of  operas  as  we  must 
yet  wait  some  time  for  in  New  York  and  Boston.  Here, 
for  instance,  is  one  week's  programme:  on  Saturday, 
Nov.  11th,  Les  Huguenois;  Monday,  Mozart's  11  Seraglio; 
Tuesday,  Norma;  Wednesday,  Zmtberflcite;  Thursday 
Ver  Frtyschiitz;  Friday,  11  Barbiere;  Saturday,  iJoiert 
le  Viable.  The  singers  are  the  same  before  alluded  to: 
Mme.  Caradoki,  Mme.  Eudersdorff,  Mile.  Agnes 
BuKY,  Miss  Fanny  Huddart,  Herr  Formes,  Rei- 
chardt,  &c.,  who  sing  sometimes  German,  sometimes 
Italian,  sometimes  English,  and  sometimes  (if  we  may 
credit  reports)  all  together!  Charles  Halle  is  the 
conductor. 

Liverpool. — The  same  opera  troupe  have  been  per- 
forming here,  too,  in  Fide'io,  Semiramide,  Handel's  "  Acis 
and  Galatea,"  &c.  At  the  Theatre  Royal  Mr.  and  Miss 
Vandenhoff  were  to  appear  in  Antigone,  with  Men- 
delssohn's music  sung  by  the  operatic  chorus.  Haydn's 
"  Creation  "  was  given  at  one  of  the  Philharmonic  "  shil- 
ling concerts." 

Mme.  Clara  Novello  and  Mr.  Sims  Reeves,  with  Mrs. 
Lockey,  Mrs.  Enderssnhn,  Mr.  Loci^ey,  Mr.  Hobbs,  Mr. 
Henry  Phillips,  and  Mr.  J.  L.  Hatton,  who  form  the 
English  Glee  and  Madrigal  Union,  sang  at  the  seventh 
subscription  concert  of  our  Philharmonic  Society,  which 
took  place  before  a  numerous  and  fashionable  audience. 
The  programme  consisted  principally  of  a  selection  of 
glees  and  madrigals,  to  which  full  justice  was  done  by 
the  accomplished  vocalists.  Clara  Novello  sang  a  poor 
but  difficult  composition  of  Schimon's,  and  the  grand 
scena  from  Obernn,  ''Ocean!  thou  mighty  monster!  " 
which  was  encored.  She  sang  also  two  duets  with  Mr. 
Sims  Reeves,  who  sang  the  air  from  the  Prophete,  "  Un 
impero  piii  soave,"  and,  when  encored,  Mr.  Hatton's 
"Good-bye,  sweetheart,"  to  the  composer's  accompani- 
ment. In  singing  a  ballad  by  Wallace.  Mr.  Reeves  was 
again  encored,  and  raised  the  audience  to  a  pitch  of  wild 
delight  by  singing  a  patriotic  song  apropos  to  our  national 
position,  ending  in  '"  Sehastopol  and  Liberty."  A  hurri- 
cane of  plaudits  called  the  tenor  forth  again  to  repeat  the 
sentiments  which  electrified  the  crowd,  and  the  musical 
meeting  for  a  few  minutes  W4is  transfoiTued  into  a  patri- 
otic body  burning  with  ardor  in  a  rishteous  cause.  The 
sestet  from  Doii  Giuvanvi,  "Sola,  sola'^  was  given  by  the 
vocalists,  but  the  concert  was  too  far  advanced  for  its 
due  appreciation.  The  liand  played  an  overture  by  Men- 
delssohn, "  Afeerslille  tind  GliUkUche  Fahrl'^ — (Cabn  Sea 
and  Safe  Voyage);  also  Weber's  overture  to  Freciosa, 
and  Haydn's  Symphony  in  E  flat. 

Bath. — By  the  kind  invitation  of  Herr  Roekel  his  nu- 
merous pupils  and  friends  were  present  at  a  ''  Recital  "  of 
classical  and  modern  pianoforte  music,  on  Thursday 
morning  last,  at  the  -\«senibly-Rooms.  Herr  Roekel's 
performance  might  well  be  called  a  '*  Recital;"  and,  as  he 
ranged  through  various  styles,  "  from  grave  to  gay,  from 
lively  to  severe,"  every  harmonious  word  was  given  with 
such  •'  emphasis  and  discretion  "  that  not  a  syllable  failed 
of  its  full  and  due  meaning.  The  programme  comprised 
compo'^itions  of  Haydn,  Reeflioven,  J  N.  Hummel,  Weber, 
Esain,  Chopin,  Thalberg,  E.  Schulz,  and  Herr  Roekel. 
Herr  Roekel  is  himself  au  excellent  composer.  —  Bath 
Journal. 

Bradford. — Mendelssohn's  "  Elijah,"  was  to  be  per- 
formed on  the  30th,  with  Mmes.  Clara  Novello,  Weiss, 
Lockey,  and  Messrs.  Sims  Reeves  and  Weiss. 

Belfast. — The  "  Anacreontic  Society  "  commenced 
their  first  season  on  the  13th  ult.  The  vocalists  were  the 
"  English  Glee  and  Madrigal  Union,"  Clara  Novello,  &c. 
Mr.  Sims  Reeves  sang  Beethoven's  Adelaida  "  divinely." 

PaTls. 

A  letter  writer  in  the  Signale  says  :  "  The  Salle  Herz 
trembles  at  the  thought  of  the  many  piano  forte  heroes. 
The  only  pianiste.  w  ho  has  understood  how  to  enchain  us 
by  the  poesy  of  her  delivery  as  well  as  by  the  artistic 
selection  in  her  programmes,  the  only  vmsicienne  among 
so  many  key-thumpers,  VVilhelmina  Clauss,  will  fail 
us  this  winter.  She  is'going  to  Holland  and  from  there 
to  Vienna.  Happy  Hollanders  !  happy  Viennese!" — 
The  Association  des  Artistes  Masicievs  of  France  celebra- 
ted the  annual  festival  of  St.  Cecilia  on  the  22d  of  No- 
vember. The  Grand  Mass  of  St.  Cecilia,  by  Adolph 
Adam,  for  the  first  time  for  fimr  years,  was  performed 
by  600  artists  in  the  parochial  church  of  St.  Eustache. — 
Berlioz  was  to  bring  out  his  Irihgie:  "  The  Infancy  of 
Christ,"  in  the  beginning  of  the  month,  previous  to  his 
departure  for  Germany,  where  four  cities  have  engaged 


to  produce  the  same  work,  as  well  as  his  Fawt. — The 
theatres  have  been  dull  for  Paris,  yet  the  following  items 
from  the  London  Musical  World's  Correspondent  (Paris, 
Nov.  16)  are  not  without  interest: 

For  those  who  are  fond  of  operatic  music  it  is  worth  a 
month's  sojourn  in  Paris,  if  only  for  the  sake  of  the 
Opera-Com'ique,  which  is  open  every  night,  Sundays  and 
all,  where  the  best  works  of  the  French  school  may  be 
repeatedly  heard,  and  the  ensemble  is  really  superior  to 
that  of  any  other  theatre— although  there  is  not  one  first- 
rate  singer  in  the  company.  Besides  the  Eloih  of  Meyer- 
beer, which,  in  spite  of  the  indisposition  of  M.  Bataille, 
vi\\o,pro  tern,  is  inefficiently  replaced  by  M.  Faure,  con- 
tinues to  fill  the  theatre  three  times  a  week,  an  evening 
may  be  profitably  and  agreeably  spent  in  hearing  that 
charming  opera  of  Herold,  Le  Pre  aux  Clercs,  which  has 
been  revived  with  extraordinary  success,  and  is  played 
on  the  "  ofi'-nights."  In  this  the  singing  of  Mad.  Miolau- 
Carvalho.  a  lady  of  small  stature  and  smaller  voice,  but 
a  vocalist  of  singular  accomplishments,  has  created  a 
sensation  unparallelled  at  this  theatre  since  the  best  days 
of  Mad.  Ugalde,  who  now  in  vain  seeks  for  an  engage- 
ment at  one  of  the  lyric  establishments  of  the  metropo- 
lis. On  Sunday,  an  immense  audience  was  attracted  by 
a  monster  performance,  consisting  of  one  of  Auber'sbest 
works — V  Ambassadrice — and  of  Boieldieu's  masterpiece 
— La  Dame  Blanche. 

At  the  Italienes,  Emani  has  been  revived  with  suc- 
cess. I  need  not  describe  to  you  how  brilliantly  Mme. 
Bosio  vocalizes  the  music  of  Elvira.  But  that  said,  all 
is  said  that  can  be  fairly  said  in  favor  of  the  chief  per- 
formers. Sig.  Bettini  is  a  very  loud  singer  (Ernani;) 
Sig.  Graziani  (Carlos,)  is,  after  all,  but  a  second-rate 
barytone;  and,  M.  Gassier  is  a  Don  Silva  of  the  Borrani 
school,  a  little  refined.  If  you  want  an  amusing  and 
spiriluel  descriptign  of  how  these  artists  roared  and 
screamed  against  one  another,  in  the  true  Verdian  .style, 
in  order  to  satisfy  the  composer,  who  assisted  at  the  re- 
hearsal, and  was  present  at  the  performance,  read  the 
feuilleton  of  M.  Fiorentino  in  Tuesday's  Consiiluiionnel. 
The  orchestra,  under  Sig.  Bonetti,  an  energetic  and  able 
conductor,  out-bellowed  the  singers;  and  the  general 
effect  was  vociferous  enough  to  have  deprived  Sig.  Verdi 
himself  of  the  faculty  of  hearing  for  at  least  a  month. 
The  chorus  was  not  good  by  any  means.  However,  the 
audience  were  pleased,  and  the  manager,  Sig.  Eagani, 
(the  uncle  of  Giulia  Grisi,)  is  justified  in  keeping  Er- 
nani in  the  bills.  Rigoletlo  will  shortly  be  produced,  for 
Mme.  Bosio,  who  is  quite  as  great  a  favorite  in  Pans  as 
in  London,  and  who  is  really  singing  better  than  ever. 

The  rentree  of  Mdlle.  Sophie  Cruvelli  is  to  take 
place  on  Monday,  in  the  Huguenots.  The  gi-eatest  excite- 
ment prevails  on  her  account,  and  the  scene  of  her  re- 
apparition  will  be  well  worth  witnessing.  She  will  pro- 
bably be  received  in  silence  by  the  audience,  and  no  man- 
ifestation of  any  sort  will  take  place  until  after  she  has 
sung  her  first  morceau.    If  she  sings  it  well — good;  if 

ill !  1  .Meanwhile,   the  new  opera  of    Verdi  has 

again  been  put  in  rehearsal,  and  every  day  the  "  illustri- 
ous" composer  of  Emani  rehearses  his  music,  at  the 
piano,  with  the  prima  donna,  whom,  to  his  credit  be  it 
said,  he  declared  "  indispensable."  The  opera  is  to  be 
brought  out  with  extraordinary  splendor,  and  if  Verdi — 
whose  Jerusalem-  Lo^nbardi  was  a  dead  failure  in  1847-8 
— does  not  this  time  win  back  his  laurels,  it  will  be  his 
own  fault,  not  that  of  the  manager,  the  scene  paiuter,_or 
the  prima  donna.  With  regard  to  the  tenor — I  pity  Sig. 
Verdi.  The  Nonne  Sanglante  has  given  the  last  stroke  to 
M.  Gueymard,  who  was  never  very  CTeat,  and  is  now 
essmiffle.  M.  Roger  has  quitted  the  Opera  in  dudgeon, 
and  unless  Sig.  Gardoni,  whose  re-engagement  has  been 
the  first  act  of  M-  Crosnier's  administration,  be  induced 
to  accept  the  principal  tenor  p.art,  it  will  be  disastrous  to 
the  composer.  Of  course,  Gardoni  will  look  to  his  voice, 
which  continues  to  be  fresh,  and  which  he  will  not  lightly 
peril  for  Signor  Verdi  or  any  body  else. 

There  is  talk  of  reyiving"Aube"r's  delicious  opera,  Le 
Chevel  de  Bronze,  with  some  new  ballet-music  by  the 
greater  composer  himself  This  would  be  wise  and  give 
a  little  relief  to  M.  Meyerbeer,  whose  operas  are  played 
so  often  that  it  is  marvellous  how  they  preserve  their  at- 
traction. It  is  lamentable  in  such  a  theatre  as  the  Opera 
to  witness  performances  like  the  Favorite,  with  Mdlle. 
Wertheimber  and  M.  Poultier;  and  Lzicie  de  Lnmmer- 
moor,  with  Mdlle.  Dussy  and  M.  Poultier.  The  firet  the- 
atre in  France  is  literally  disgraced  by  them.  Meanwhile 
La  Muetle  de  Portici  is  to  be  revived— for  whom  ? — for 
Mad.  Fanny  Cerito  ! 

Germany. 

Leipzig. — The  "  Gewandhaus  Concerts"  continue 
every  Thursd.iy  evening.  The  programme  of  the  fourth 
(Oct.  26)  consisted  of  a  concert  overture  by  Ferdi- 
nand Hiller ;  Recitative  and  Aria  from  Handel's  Ki- 
naldo,  sung  by  Miss  Georgina  Stabbach,  an  English 
singer,  engaged  for  the  season,  and  found  rather  unin- 
spiring; Concerto  for  violin,  by  Beethoven,  played  by 
Herr  Concert-master  Raimund  Dreyschock— Recitative 
and  Air  by  Mozart  (IMiss  Stabbach)  ;  and  for  the  Second 
Part,  Beethoven's  second  Symphony,  which,  says  our 
authority,  was  played  wunderschiin. — The  fifth  Concert, 
(Nov.  2),  was  in  great  part  commemorative  of  Men- 
delssohn, who  died  Nov.  4.  It  opened  with  parts  of 
Mozart's  Requiem,  (solos  by  Miss  Stabbach,  Frl.  Koch 


toi 


m 


=^. 


BOSTON,    DECEMBER    16,    1854. 


85 


m 


Herren  Schneider  and  Behr).  Then  came  a  Suite  for 
orchestra  ( D  major)  by  Bach,  and  pieces  from  Mendels- 
sohn's unfinished  CkrisUia.  Part  Second  contained  his 
Lauda  Sion  (posthumous),  and  the  third  of  Beethoven's 
Leonore  overtures.— The  sixth  concert  included  Haydn's 
Symphony  in  D;  overtures  to  Hans  HtiUng,  hy  Marsch- 
ner,  andto  FreyschUtz ;  a  Concerto  by  Charles  Mayer, 
and  Polonaise  by  Chopin,  played  by  Frl.  von  Harden,  a 
young  pianiste  of  promise  from  Dresden  ;  Scena  from 
Mozart,  by  Miss  Stabbach,  with  violin  obligato  by  David; 
and  an  air  from  Hans  Heiling,  by  Herr  Schneider. 

The  Conservatoire,  also,  kept  the  anniversary  of  Men- 
delssohn's death.  After  a  chorus  by  Gallus :  Ecce  quo- 
modo  moritur  Justus,  works  of  the  lamented  master 
alone  were  performed,  viz.:  an  unprinted  soprano  air ;  a 
chorale  for  eight-voiced  chorus;  the  Quintet  (op.  18) 
for  strings  ;  and  Prelude  and  Fugue  for  pi.ino.  Besides 
the  pupils,  professors  Rietz,  David  and  Moscheles  took 
part. 


For  Dwight'fl  Journal  of  Music. 
REISEBIUDER. 

TROM  THE  GERIIATI  OF  H.  HEtNZ. 

My  heart,  my  heart  is  mournful, 

Though  May  laughs  in  the  sky, 
I  am  leaning  against  the  linden 

On  the  bastion  old  and  high. 

In  the  moat  of  the  city  beneath  me 
The  stream  flows,  blue  and  still ; 

In  a  boat  on  its  bosom  swinging, 
A  fisher  boy  whistles  shrill. 

And  yonder,  so  friendly  smiling, 

A  gay  little  world's  revealed. 
Of  men  and  of  houses  and  gardens. 

Of  cattle,  and  forest,  and  field. 

And  damsels  are  trampling  the  linen 
On  the  grass  in  the  sun-light  clear. 

And  the  mill-wheel  showers  its  diamonds, 
And  its  murmur  comes  to  mine  ear. 

How  white,  by  the  old  gray  tower. 

The  little  sentry-box  shows  ! 
And  the  scarlet-coated  sentry. 

Backward  and  forward  goes ! 

He  is  trifling  with  his  musket, 

It  gleams  in  the  sun-light  red, 
And  now  he  presents,  and  shoulders — 

I  would  he  would  shoot  me  dead !  H. 
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Concerts  of  the  Week. 

I.  Messrs.  Gartner,  Hause  &  Jungnickel. 

These  gentlemen  gave  their  first  subscription 
concert  in  the  Meionaon,  last  Saturday  evening. 
The  audience  was  much  smaller  than  we  had  sup- 
posed such  skilful  performers  and  a  programme  in. 
the  main  so  classical  and  choice  would  have  at- 
tracted. The  grand  Trio  of  Beethoven,  in  B^), 
■which  opened  the  concert,  is  one  of  those  most 
masterly  and  inspired  creations  which  a  true  lover 
of  great  music  would  never  willingly  miss  an  op- 
portunity of  hearing.  As  we  had  heard  it '  in 
times  past  with  Dresel  or  Jaell  for  pianist,  it  had 
never  failed  to  excite  and  deeply  interest.  This 
time  we  cannot  say  that  it  inspired  so  much  en- 
thusiasm, although  it  was  most  ably  and  correctly 
played.  Mr.  Carl  Gartner,  always  a  very  ef- 
fective violinist,  put  plenty  of  fire  and  feelinn' 
into  his  part.  Mr.  Jungnickel's  violoncello  said 
what  it  liail  to  say  with  certainty,  feelingly  and 
gracefully;  but  it  was  continually  covered  by  the 
uniformly  loud  performance  of  the  piano-forte. 
Mr.  Carl  Hacse  showed  abundant  executive 


ability  for  such  a  task,  and  played  all  with  a  dis- 
tinctness, fluency  and  ease  that  was  remarkable. 
But  there  was  scarcely  a  pinno  passage  from  be- 
ginning to  end ;  it  was  all  forlr,  save  in  some  few 
bits  of  solo  and  cadenza.  This  neutralized  the 
passionate  and  strong,  as  well  as  the  delicate  ef- 
fects of  the  music,  leaving  no  room  for  contrast. 
Surely  so  many  excellencies  as  this  rendering 
had  otherwise,  will  save  themselves  another  time 
by  the  correction  of  this  fault.  The  Trio  formed 
Part  First. 

Part  Second  was  miscellaneous,  an  exhibition  of 
virtuosity  on  the  part  of  the  three  instruments. 
One  of  Kummer's  Duos  for  violin  and  'cello, 
was  played  with  more  than  pathes  by  Messrs. 
G'artner  and  Jungnickel.  Mr.  Hause's  "Jupiter 
March  "  was  a  brilliant,  loud  afiair,  efTective  in 
its  -way,  and  rather  polka  or  gallop-like  in  its 
movement.  Mr.  Gartner  played  an  Eturh  bril- 
lante  by  De  Beriot  quite  superbly,  and  an- 
swered an  encore  with  a  very  freakish,  very  fan- 
tastical, very  laughter-moving,  and  commendably 
brief  improvisation  .tan!)  accompaniment.  In  the 
grand  Duo  by  Gkegoire  and  Servais,  Mr. 
Jungnickel's  violoncello  was  found  equal  to  the 
most  difficult  variations  (his  tone  is  singularly 
rich  and  style  artistic),  but  it  competed  at  odds 
again  with  that  very  telling  Chickering  "  Grand," 
then  made  to  tell  its  loudest.  A  song  without 
words,  by  Gartner,  "  Thoughts  of  Home,"  played 
by  the  three,  contained  pleasing  melgdy  and  pa- 
thos,— a  melody  too  often  repeated  perhaps, — 
and  seemed  much  in  the  same  vein  with  the 
"  Sounds  from  Home "  of  the  Germania  con- 
certs. 

Part  ITT.  consisted  of  one  of  the  boldest  and 
most  original  and  imaginative  string  Quartets  of 
Mendelssohn  (No.  5,  in  E  flat,  op.  44),  which 
was  played  by  Messrs.  Gartner,  Eichler, 
Eckhardt  and  Jungnickel.  The  light  and 
delicate  portions  of  the  Scherzo  were  quite  nicely 
played ;  but  the  fiery  allegroi!  of  the  first  and  last 
movements  were  considerably  overdone,  so  that 
the  sounds  were  frequently  scratchy  and  some- 
times false.  Yet  there  .»eemed  to  be  the  right 
material  in  those  four  instruments  to  make,  with 
practice  and  a  nicer  tempering  of  energy,  a  very 
admirable  quartet. 

A  pleasant  feature  in  the  printed  programme 
of  this  concert  is  to  be  mentioned  as  worthy  of 
imitation  ;  we  mean  the  giving  of  the  notes  of  the 
first  few  bars  of  the  classical  pieces.  It  helps  to 
fix  the  piece  in  the  memory  of  the  hearer,  espe- 
cially if  he  remember  by  the  ear  rather  than  by 
name  and  opus  number. 

II.    Handel  and  Haydn  Society. 

The  second  performance  of  "  Elijah"  attracted 
a  large  audience  to  the  Music  Hall,  and,  bating 
sundry  drawbacks  before  specified,  gave  very 
general  and  decided  pleasure.  This  showed  that 
there  is  much  in  the  music,  and  not  a  little  in  the 
present  Handel  and  Haydn  interpretation  thereof, 
that  "  goes  to  the  right  spot "  with  our  oratorio- 
loving  public.  Surely  we  may  take  courage  and 
believe  that  Mendelssohn's  deep  and  spiritual 
music  must,  with  equal  chances,  be  as  widely,  and 
more  deeply,  loved  here  than  the  seductive  ope- 
ratic melodies  of  Rossini's  "  Moses,"  so  popular 
in  past  winters. 

Regarding  the  manner  of  performance  we  find 
little  cause  to  qualify  our  notice  of  that  of  the 
Sunday  previous.     The  same   ruthless  omissions 


were  again  made,  in  spite  of  the  very  general 
protest  of  the  press,  and,  we  must  believe,  of 
the  feeling  of  all  music-loving  auditors.  It  is 
more  and  more  clear,  upon  every  hearing,  that 
Mendelssohn  put  never  a  chorus,  song  or  recita- 
tive into  his  oratorio  without  a  reason  ;  that  "  Eli- 
jah "  is  one  of  the  last  works  that  will  bear 
abridgement;  that  each  part  has  a  vital,  organic 
membership  in  the  inseparable  whole ;  and  that 
the  dramatic  movement  of  the  whole  (which  not 
to  feel  is  to  feel  time  drag  heavily)  is  much  lamed 
and  defeated  by  such  arbitrary  skips  and  breaks. 
Length  may  be  cut  short,  but  life  is  lost,  by  such 
Procrustean  processes.  We  know  the  motive  was 
good  :  namely  to  save  the  patience  of  listeners, 
and  to  save  the  lungs  of  hard  taxed  singers.  But 
a  great  work  of  genius,  by  divine  right,  challengt  s 
the  extra  efibrt;  and  if  voices  should  sound 
weary  towards  the  end,  who  will  not  make  all 
due  allowance  ? 

The  solos  were  sung  by  the  same  persons,  and 
with  essentially  about  the  same  degree  of  success. 
The  trio :  Lift  thine  eyes,  was  more  in  tune  this 
time ;  yet  the  voices  were  not  sympathetic,  nor 
the  rending  soul-felt  and  refined.  For  pupils  and 
debutantes  the  female  solos  were  by  no  means  dis- 
creditable ;  but  one  naturally  asks :  Should  not 
"  Elijah  "  have  all  the  advantages,  which  we  ever 
allow  to  any  oratorio,  of  the  maturest  and  best 
vocal  talent  ?  The  public  is  perhaps  something 
of  a  spoiled  child  in  its  partialities  or  its  intoler- 
ance of  solo  singers.  It  has  heard  the  LiND,  the 
Sontag,  &c.,  and  incontinently  complains  if  it 
hears  anything  which  is  not  at  least  as  high  as 
second  best.  But  if  we  wait  for  so  much  always 
before  we  will  accept  auy  interpreters,  our  mortal 
lives  will  pass  before  we  get  familiar  with  many 
of  the  master  works  of  music.  Our  solo  singers 
are  entitled  to  the  consideration,  that  they  in  sorhe 
measure  expose  and  sacrifice  themselves  in  do- 
ing their  possible  to  give  us  a  chance  of  hearing 
a  really  great  oratorio,  when  they  might  show  to 
more  advantage  as  interpreters  of  easier  and 
more  superficial,  and  very  probably  more  taking, 
things.  To  summon  them  before  the  critical  bar 
in  a  spirit  of  fault-finding  were  unreasonable. 
But  a  candid,  friendly  mention  of  short-comings, 
a  true  criticism,  however  plain  and  searching,  is 
just  what  every  artist  and  every  would-be  artist 
needs  and  should  be  thankful  for  as  a  measure  of 
his  own  progress,  and  a  warning  against  his  be- 
setting dangers.  The  truth  may  wound  and  yet 
be  our  best  friend  ;  for  surely  he  is  wronged  who 
is  allowed  to  go  on  in  an  undisturbed,  complacent 
overestimation  of  his  own  artistic  merit.  We 
trust  therefore  that  all  kind,  conscientious  criti- 
cisms upon  young  artistic  aspirations  will  be  taken 
in  good  part.  Our  leading  sopranos,  tenors  and 
basses  must  not  think  it  necessary  to  speak  of 
them  in  language  only  suited  to  Linds,  Brahams 
and  Badialis,  in  order  to  show  that  we  appreciate 
and  applaud  their  efTorts. 

Having  been  led  unwittingly  into  these  general 
remarks,  we  can  hardly  allude  here  with  a  good 
grace  to  individuals.  But  we  cannot  forbear 
claiming  the  respect  and  sympathy  of  the  public 
for  the  earnest  and  in  many  respects  highly  suc- 
cessful effort  of  Mr.  Aiken  in  the  arduous  char- 
acter of  Elijah.  We  can  imagine  a  voice  more 
satisfactory  (i.  e.  extraordinary),  a  manner  more 
inspiring;  but  may  we  be  punished  by  never 
hearing  Mendelssohn's  "  Elijah,"  if  we  cannot  be 
thankful  for  the  best  that  can  be  had  in  this  part, 
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■when  it  is  really  go  good!  His  delivery  of  the 
great  song:  It  is  enough,  was  truly  impressive, 
(most  eloquently  preluded  by  WuLP  Fries's 
violoncello)  ;  and  in  the  higher  register  his  voice 
told  always  well.  Mr  Arthorson  sings  :  If  with 
all  your  hearts,  not  only  with  musical  correctness 
and  elegance,  but  as  if  out  of  a  depth  of  inward 
experience  and  suffering,  as  the  song  was  written 
and  desigTied  to  indicate.  In  dignity  and  purity 
of  style,  in  feeling  and  conception,  he  always 
more  than  compensates  for  any  chance  weakness 
of  voice, — which  chance  however  is  of  rare  oc- 
currence with  him  so  far  this  present  season. 

The  opening  chorus,  the  "  Blessed"  chorus, 
"  Thanks  be  to  God,"  and  some  others,  went  very 
finely ;  yet  we  noticed  m  others  more  defects 
than  at  the  first  performance  ; — perhaps  because 
the  ear  grows  sharper  with  familiarity.  The  so- 
prano voices  do  not  always  come  in  squarely  all 
together  and  with  a  marked  distinctness,  when  it 
is  their  turn  ;  you  hear  a  dozen  of  them  prompt- 
ly, and  the  others  fall  in  timidly  behind.  This 
was  the  case  this  time  in  the  Recitative  chorus, 
though  not  so  a  week  ago.  The  lovely  chorus  : 
He  watching  over  Israel,  was  very  nicely  sung; 
yet  we  should  be  pleased  to  hear  the  whole  sub- 
dued more  nearly  to  a  prevailing  pianissimo ;  it 
would   make  the  crescendos  more  expressive. 

"  Elijah  "  will  be  repeated,  we  trust  to  a  still 
larger  audience,  to-morrow  evening ;  and  we 
doubt  not  all  true  music-lovers  would  be  but  too 
glad  to  sit  through  the  uncurtailed  work,  should 
they  have  the  chance. 

HI.  Orchestral  Uniom. 
Each  succeeding  Wednesday  afternoon  in- 
creases confidence  and  pleasure  in  Mr.  Zer- 
eahn's  well-selected,  well-drilled  and  well-direct- 
ed litttle  orchestra.  We  cannot  see  wherein  it 
does  not  adequately  replace  the  Germania  ;  many 
of  the  performances,  classical  and  light,  have 
come  fully  up  to  the  best  memories  of  the  Music 
Hall.  Last  Wednesday  the  principal  features 
were  the  love-fraught  Adagio  from  Beethoven's 
fourth  Symphony,  (in  B  flat,)  and  the  overture 
again  to  Tannhauser.  We  unfortunately  missed 
the  Adagio,  and  would  modestly  suggest  that  the 
Union  might  make  good  our  loss  next  time,  to  the 
delight  too  of  all  their  audience,  by  giving  us  that 
entire  symphony,  always  among  the  best  cards  in 
the  old  Germania  "  rehearsals."  The  Tannhau- 
ser overture  was  admirably  played,  and  seems  to 
become  more  and  more  a  general  favorite.  Those 
luscious  "  Magic  Sounds,"  the  waltz  by  Wittmann, 
also  were  repeated.  The  other  pieces  were  the 
overture  to  Lestocq  (Auber,)  one  of  David's  vio- 
lin solos,  played  by  Schdltze,  an  arrannged 
Nocturno  by  Thalberg,  Zerrahn's  "  Prairie  Pol- 
ka," and  a  finale  from  Tannhauser. 

IV.  Mlle.  De  Lamotte's  Second  Concert. 
This  energetic  young  lady  had  a  much  larger 
audience  in  the  Messrs.  Chickering's  saloon  last 
Wednesday,  than  at  her  first  monthly  concert. 
The  principal  feature  of  the  programme,  ME>f- 
delssohn's  splendid  Concerto  for  piano,  in  G 
minor,  was  performed  by  Mademoiselle,  entire, 
with  the  Quintette  Club  for  accompaniment.  It 
was  a  severe  test  of  her  virtuosity,  after  the  ren- 
derings of  that  piece,  so  well  remembered  here, 
by  Jaell  and  others,  both  in  private  and  with 
orchestra.  On  the  whole  it  was  the  best  per- 
formance of  a  great  work  which  we  have  yet 
heard  from  her.     She  marched  through  its  ditfi- 


cult  and  swelling  passages  with  firm  and  even 
step,  bringing  its  points  clearly  out,  and  only-be- 
traying some  fatigue  of  wrists  and  fingers  towards 
the  end  of  a  series  of  many  trying  full-chord  for- 
tissimos.  Our  engagements  did  not  permit  our 
hearing  her  two  other  pieces.  These  were  :  a 
Sonata  in  A  by  Mozart,  one  of  his  lighter  ones, 
consisting  of  a  naive  little  Andante  with  varia- 
tions, an  Adagio,  Minuetto  and  Turkish  quick- 
step sort  of  finale,  full  of  the  grace  and  ease  of 
course  of  Mozart ;  but  not  a  great  work  for  a 
sonata ;  (yet  we  hail  the  introduction  of  Mozart's 
rarely  heard  piano  music  into  our  chamber  con- 
certs) ;  and  a  brilliant  fantasia  on  Robert,  Robert, 
by  Prudent. 

We  did  hear,  and  with  pleasure,  the  first  piece 
sung  by  Mrs,  Wentwouth,  namely,  a  "  Reci- 
tation and  Romance"  from  Rossini's  Guillaume 
Tell.  Some  of  it  dragged  a  little,  but  it  was  ren- 
dered with  much  expression,  and  the  piece  itself 
was  a  new  and  happy  acquisition  to  our  vocal 
repertoire  in  chamber  concerts.  Mrs.  W.  also 
sang  one  of  Parry's  ballads,  and  the  Quintette 
Club  opened  both  parts  and  closed  the  concert 
with  movements  from  a  Quintet  of  Beethoven 
and  a  Quartet  of  Haydn. 


English  Opera. — The  Boston  Theatre  has 
been  thronged  every  night  this  week,  which  we 
are  sorry  to  hear  is  really  the  last  week  of  Miss 
Louisa  Pyne's  engagement.  On  Monday  was 
represented  "  The  Bohemian  Girl,"  recalling  all 
the  fade  impressions  of  those  .sickly,  taking  melo- 
dies of  Balfe.  As  a  whole  it  was  perhaps  the 
worst  performance  we  have  heard  from  this  troupe, 
even  the  chorus  being  often  out  of  tune,  as  well 
as  the  principal  tenors.  Miss  Louisa  Pyne,  of 
course,  was  all  that  could  be  wished  in  her  part, 
and  her  sister  did  the  Gypsey  Queen  imposingly. 
Mr.  Borkani,  whose  voice  and  style  are  always 
acceptable,  pleased  pit  and  gallery  (to  use  the 
phrase  of  old  times)  in  the  labored  stereotype 
cadenzas  of  those  English  ba^s  songs,  in  which 
the  singer  necessarily  seems  to  be  a  long  time  in 
sinking  down  into  his  boots.  Mr.  Harrison's 
energetic  action  and  declamatory  rendering  of 
certain  heroic  common-places,  also,  failed  not, 
a  la  Forrest,  to  excite  the  groundlings.  Such 
music,  we  suppose,  always  has  its  audience,  and 
the  fine  stage  resources  of  this  theatre  eked  out 
the  charm. 

"  Fra  Diavolo"  on  Tuesday  night  was  by  far 
the  best  thing  of  the  season.  The  music  is  full  of 
Auber's  felicities ;  some  of  the  concerted  pieces 
are  truly  beautiful  and  artistic,  and  the  songs, 
familiar  as  they  may  be,  have  a  less  hacknied 
sound  than  those  in  most  other  operas  familiarized 
in  English.  It  has  musical  invention,  as  well  as  a 
very  nice  dramatic  plot.  The  choruses  were  fine- 
ly sung ;  the  action  and  scenic  efforts  were  un- 
commonly good,  especially  the  representation  of 
mountain  scenery,  at  the  end  ;  Miss  Louisa  Pyne's 
whole  impersonation  of  the  heroine,  so  simple, 
pretty,  sincere  and  affectionate,  was  perfect,  as 
was  her  exquisite  vocalization.  Verily  we  have 
scarcely  had  a  soprano,  after  Sontag,  so  uniform- 
ly finished  and  expressive,  whether  in  simple  or 
bravura  passages,  as  this  one.  Her  charm  is  in- 
fallible. Her  voice  is  light,  sometimes  by  its 
slightly  veiled  quality  reminding  one  of  the  best 
days  of  Mme.  Bishop  ;  but  it  is  always  sweet, 
always  clear  and  penetrating,  always  sympathetic, 
always  true.     Her  sister's  Lady  AUcash  was  quite 


a  hit.  The  bass  of  Mr.  Rae  as  the  landlord  told 
well  in  concerted  pieces,  and  Mr.  Whiting's 
"  making  up  "  and  voice  in  the  part  of  Lord  All- 
cash  were  quite  acceptable  ;  but  the  tenors  of  Mr 
Harrison  and  Mr.  Reeves  were  "  positively 
shocking,"  nearly  always  flat-;  and  yet  even  with 
this  deduction  the  opera  as  a  whole  was  greatly 
relished.  Mr.  Harrison  we  can  conceive  to  have 
been  a  good  singer  once.  He  makes  decidedly 
good  points  in  his  music,  especially  if  he  have  a 
chance  to  take  it  into  the  region  of  falsetto  ;  there 
he  prolongs  a  note  with  singular  power  and  beau- 
ty, and  sometimes  finishes  a  passage  very  artisti- 
cally and  expressively.  But  his  robust  chest  voice 
is  nearly  always  false,  as  it  is  only  by  energetic 
delivery,  aided  by  action  often  urged  beyond  the 
"  modesty  of  nature,"  that  he  "  brings  the  house 
down"  in  the  use  of  it. 

Wednesday  night  drew  the  largest  audience  of 
the  season,  curious  to  witness  one  of  the  famous  old 
traditions  of  the  London  stage.  Gay's  "  Beggar's 
Opera,"  which  had  such  a  run  more  than  a  cen- 
tury ago,  and  which  was  meant  to  satirize  the  then 
prevailing  Italian  opera  of  Buononcini  (Handel's 
rival),  &c.,  by  transferring  the  musical  "spats"  of 
jealous  tragedy  queens  to  Newgate  prima  donnas. 
Properly  it  is  no  opera  at  all,  but  a  play  full  of 
songs.  These  songs  are  drawn  from  various 
sources;  some  are  by  Handel,  some  by  Pureell, 
some  are  old  English  ballads  and  Scotch  airs ;  ar- 
ranged, if  we  remember  rightly,  by  one  Davy, 
with  a  bass  by  Dr.  Arne.  The  satire  spent  its 
force  in  its  own  day,  and  much  curtailment  and 
modification  were  of  course  necessary  to  suit  the 
play  to  the  more  refined  taste  of  our  time.  Many 
of  the  songs  were  capitally  sung,  especially  one 
to  which  florid  variations  had  been  put,  by  Miss 
Pyne.  Mrs.  Wood,  of  the  stock  company  of 
the  theatre,  looked  and  acted  and  sang  the  char- 
acter of  Lucy  with  the  prettiest  and  sprlghtliest 
grace  imaginable,  and  the  whole  scene  of  the 
jealous  fair  ones  with  Macheath  (Harrison)  in 
the  prison,  was  full  of  life  and  humor. 

The  "  Beggar's  Opera  "  is  to  be  repeated  this 
afternoon,  as  the  farewell  performance.  The 
"  Bohemian  Girl  "  and  "  The  Somnambula"  were 
again  performed  on  Thursday  and  Friday  even- 
ings. With  the  past  week's  increasing  interest 
in  these  English  operatic  doings,  we  may  antici- 
pate great  things  when  Grisi  comes,  as  it  is  now 
about  certain  that  she  will,  after  the  holidays. 


Musical  Fund  Concert. — The  programme  for  this 
evening  is  admirable.  The  drawbacks  upon  the  success 
of  the  last  liave  been  discarded;  there  will  be  no  waste 
of  time  and  money  on  indift'erent  singing  nor  on  tedious 
solos.  The  symphony,  Mozart's  charming  one  in  E 
flat,  (and  short,)  is  put  first  in  order,  and  the  concert 
closes  with  the  brilliant  "  Tell "  overture.  The  only  solo 
will  be  played  by  that  never-failing  favorite  among  viol- 
inists, Mr.  ScHULTZE.  The  overture  to  "Egraont,"  a 
movement  from  Beethoven's  second  Symphony,  and  a 
trio  for  the  three  masterly  horns  which  the  orchestra  can 
now  boast,  make  up  the  rest.  The  playing  of  this  re- 
organized and  complete  orchestra  was  universally  com- 
mended at  the  first  concert;  and  now  that  the  Society 
has  shown  every  disposition  to  omit  all  questionable 
features  from  its  programmes,  and  to  do  its  best  in  the 
interests  of  true  Art,  as  well  of  public  entertainment,  it 
will  be  a  crying  shame  to  our  Boston  music-lovers,  if 
they  do  not  this  time  attend  en  masse. 

Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club.  —  Next  Tuesday 
evening,  besides  one  of  the  grandest  quartets  of  Beethoven 
and  quintets  of  Mendelssohn,  an  original  quartet  by  our 
young  townsman,  Mr.  Parker,  will  be  played  for  the 
first  time,  and  Mr.  Millard  will  sing  "  Adelaida,"  &c. 
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We  nsk  the  attention  of  our  out  of  town  renders  to  the 
announcement  of  the  Club  respecting  private  parlor  con- 
certs, such  as  we  have  described  in  Cambridge.  What 
better  thing  can  the  music-lovers  in  our  large  towns  do, 
than  get  up  a  subscription  and  engage  the  Quintette 
Club  for  a  series  of  classical  evenings  in  their  own 
houses. 

"  C."  is  respectfully  informed  that  ''Moore's  Encyclo- 
poedia  of  Music  "  has  been  noticed  in  our  columns,  quite 
at  length.  See  Journal  for  July  22.  Your  further  in- 
quiries cover  too  wide  a  ground  to  admit  of  answer  in 
the  present  crowded  state  of  said  columns. 

G.   ANBR]B    &    CO.'S 

Mt^ot  of    Jordan    anti    ©omcstic    ^nsU, 

19  S.   NINTH    STREET,   ABOVE- CHESTNUT, 

(East  side,)  PUILADELPHIA. 

(Ct^A  catalogue  of  oar  stork  of  Foreign  Musics,  and  of  our 
own  Publications,  has  just  been  published.  Music  and  Muv-ic 
Books  imported  to  order,  as  heretofore,  froju  Germany,  Italy, 
France  and  Eugland. 

OTTO    DBESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  inay  be  addressed  at  the 
WlNTHROP  HoDSE.  Terms  :— S50  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  S30  per  quarter  of  12  lessoni*,  one  a  week. 

Cr.    .A..    SdZJVEXTT, 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr   0.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  KICHAKDSON'S,  282  Wasbington  St. 

YOUNG  UBIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Rooms  in  connection  with  Mr  E.  A.  Beaman'a  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No  23  Teniplt  Place, 

£.  R.  BI^ANCHARD,   Teacher. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

RESIDENCE,  24  WEST  CEDAlt  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  desigined  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  r^ad  music  readily  at  si^ht,  aiid  is  pnrticul.irly  adup'^eii  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  tbeoiselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  the  best  masters,  In  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voire,  Style,  &c.  CummenciDg  svirh  first  principles  and  pro- 
ceediug  upwards,  by  regular  and  suei-essive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thnrougli  and  prarricul  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enal>I«  them  to  read  even  the 
more  UifHcult  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  iind  other  paniculiirs,  see  Circular,  which  may  be 
had  at  the  Viano  llooins  of -Messrs.  G  J.  Webb  &  Co  ,  No  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  Jilanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  imd  3,  V.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  JJlauchard  wiil  be  happy  to  give  instractiou  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Young  Ladies'  Vocal  iMu.-ic  School, we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  sncress  which  lias  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  i^onfidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mas^n,        Geo.  J.  Wedb,  F.  F   Mdller, 

Geo.  E  Root,  B.  P.  Baker 

Sept  30  tf 


CONCERTS. 


SEVENTH  SERIES. 

§1(5061©  ©K.AK0)  eOKCmT 

OF  THE 

KOSTTON  I^IUJglCAI.  FUND  SOCIETY, 
will  take  place 

On  Saturday  Evening,  Dec.  16th,  1854, 

at  tmb 

BOSTON     MUSIC    HALL- 

Directors MeEsrs.  F.  SUCK  and  C.  C.  PERKINS, 

PBO  GRAMME. 

PART   I. 

1.  Grand  Symphony, Mozart. 

Adagio— Allegro.     Andante.     Menuetto — Allegro. 
Finale— Allegro. 

2.  Solo  Violin  :  from  II  Pirata, Ernst. 

Executed  by  W.  Schultze. 

PART    11. 

3.  Overture:  Egmont, Beethoven. 

4.  Trio  fur  lloriiH C.  Oestreii-h. 

Executed  hy  Messrs   Rupolph8E«,  H.  Fries,  and  K   Klugb. 

5.  Andiiitc  from  %\  Syniphouy, Beethoven. 

6.  Tw(i-P.irt  Song;  Greeting, Mendelssohn. 

7.  Overture  to  William  Tell, Rossini. 

[CT^Doors  open  at  6.     Commence  at  7i-2  o'clock. 

TIekcto  for  the  remaining  Seven  CoiuiTts  at  .^3,  and  Single 

Tickers  50 cents,  to  be  had  at  the  usual  pUues,  and  at  the  dnor 

on  the*  veiiiiiir  of  the  Concert ;  also  at  the  Society 'h  Roums,  No. 

li  Treumnt  street. 


HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY. 

TSiii-d  CoBBcert  of  tlie  ISeries. 
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The  Oratorio  of 
Will  be  repeated 

On  Sunday  Evening,  December  17th, 

With  the  same  Vocalists  and  Orchestra  as  at  the  first  Concert. 

Elijah  will  he  followed  by  the  MESSIAH,  on  CHRISTMAS 
EVK.  De.-.  24'h 

Tickets  at  50  cents  each,  are  for  sale  at  the  MnsicfStores  of 
Wade.  I>itso.\',  KicIiakpson,  and  Reed  &  Co. ;  at  the  stores  of 
Eatrs  ^z  Fairbanks.  136  Washington  street,  and  J.  P.  Jewett 
fc  Co.  117  Washint^ton  street ;  of  the  Secretary,  Joy's  Buildiog, 
and  at  the  door  on  the  evening  of  the  Concert. 

Doors  open  at  Q}i — Performance  to  coininence  at  7  o'clock. 
H.  L    HAZKLTON,  Secretary. 

CHAMBER  CONCEETS. 

€)i  Blrnilrbsnlju  (linintrttu  Clttb, 

Respectfully  announce  to  their  subscribers  and  the  public  of 
Boston  that  their 

THIRD      CONCERT 

Of  fhe  Series  will  t:tke  place 

On  Tuesday  Evening,  Dec.  19th, 

AT    Messrs.    CHICKERING'S    ROOMS, 

On  which  occa-^ion  they  will  be  assisted  by 
Mr.  S.  HAKRISOW  MILLARD,  Vocalist. 
Meiidflspohn's  Second   Quinfette   in    B   flat, —  Beethoven's 
Grand  Quartette  wirh  the  Fog^ue  in  C, — A  Quartette  by  J.  C. 
D.  Paiker,  (tirst  time,) — Solo  for  Violoncello  by  Romberg. — • 
Mr.  Millard  will  sing  Beethoven's  "  Adelaide,"  and  a  Song  by 
Niedermeyer,  fioni  "■  Marie  Stuart." 
XT^Puckntre  of  Eight  Tickets,  fffS  :  Single  tickets,  SI  each. 
tC?^The  Concert  will  commence  at  7>2  o'clock  precisely. 

TEE  lEIBSlSSOHN  CHOEiL  SOCETY 

Of  Boston,   most  respectfully  announce 
II.^NDEI.'S  SACRED  ORATORIO, 

FOR  PERFORMANCE 

Ou  Christmas  Eve,  Sunday,  Dec.  24th,  1854, 

AT     THE     MELODEON. 

The  preliminary  arrangements  for  this  performance  were 
commenced  by  the  Government  of  the  Society  in  August  last, 
by  the  eiigai:cnn;nt  of  the  best  re.Mdent  talent  for  the  Solo  de- 
partment, and  without  the  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  any 
ether  Soriety  to  ptTfiirni  it  upon  the  same  evening ;  and  fur- 
thermore, as  is  believed,  in  advance  of  any  arrangements  on 
their  p;irt  to  that  end.  The  reheai-sals  have  been  continued 
during  rhe  ."Jenson,  with  a  view  to  make  thi.'^  performance  wor- 
tbv  the  patmnage  of  their  friends  and  the  public. 

The  following  t;ilent  will  be  combined,  viz: 
Tlie  full  Choir  of  tlie  Society, 

J.  Q.  WETIIKKBKE,  Chorus  Master. 
A  complete  Oi'cliesfra  of  .3?  xneni1>4>rst 

CAHL  GARTNER,  Leader. 
Mrs  E.  A.  WENTWORTn  and  Miss  S.  BOTHAMLY,  Soprani. 
Mrs.  JULIA  MESTON,  Alto. 

Mr.  AltTIlUR  AKTTIURPON,  Tenore. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  WETIIERBEE,    Basso. 

Mr.  W.  R.  BABCOCK,  Organist. 
The  whole  under  the  direction  of 

Herr  H.  Eckhardt,  Conductor. 

[t^Performance  to  commence  at  G?^  o'clock. 

IT?"  Tickets  at  50  cent-)  each  may  be  obtained  at  the  music 
Ftorea  of  Messrs  Richardson,  Wade,  Reed,  and  Ditson  ;  and  on 
the  day  of  performance  at  the  Revere,  Tremont,  Winthrop, 
Adams  and  American  Houses.  Also  at  the  door  on  Christmas 
eve.  M.  N.  BOVDEN,  Sec'y. 

[XT^'BEIIEABSAL  with  Orchestra,'  at  the  Lecture  Room  of 
the  Music  Hall,  on  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  17,  at  6i<  o'clock. 

AFTERNOON  CONCERTS. 
THE     ORCHESTRAL     UNION, 

AT   THE 

BOSTON   MUSIC   HALL. 
Every  Wednesday,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

And  continue  through  the  season. 
CARI*   ZERRAHN Conductor, 

Single  tickets,  25  cts  :  Packages  of  6  tickets,  $1:  for  sale  at 
the  music  stores  and  at  the  door  Nov  23 

STIjE  JtTcitbclssobit  ^umlflfc  €hh 

Respectfully  announce  to  the  musical   public  of  Boston  and 
vicinity  that  they  are  prepared  to  accept  engagements  for 

PRIVATE  MUSICAL  PARTIES. 

It  is  the  infelition  of  the  Club  to  [jive  but  few  public  concerts 
out  of  Boston  this  sen>on  ;  and  :us  iminy  of  their  friends  may 
feel  the  need  of  their  accustomed  entertainment,  the  Club  wilt 
he  happy  to  receive  propo.'-itions  for  series  of  Parlor  ConeertB 
similar  to  tbo^e  now  given  in  Oanibridge,  New  Bedford,  Milton, 
etc  TllOS.  RYAN,  Sec'y,  I'J  Franklin  St.  Boston. 

§.U  hiii&s  of  |olj  anb  Jaticg  ^Irinttitg  iwatlg  aniJ 
jjromptlg  tvtcnljctr  at  tljis  ©f5a. 


CARL    ZERRAHN, 
Conductor  of  tlic    Ilnudil  <fc  Haydn    Society 


Is  prepnied   to  receive  pupils  on  the  FLUTE  and  PIANO- 
be  addressed  at  his  OFFICE  in  E.  11.  Wade's 


FORTE,  rni  may  be 
music  stoie. 


Nov  U 


P.    F.    MULLEK, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old   South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  No.  3  'Winter  Place,  Boston. 

Sept  16       3m 

HEWS'    PATENT 
AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monial.5  from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boston. 

WILLIAKt   BERGER, 
PHblislier  and  Importei-  of  Music, 

No.  83  West  4tli  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on   hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MUSIC,   for  sale   at  Eastern   prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.     A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
O^  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aug26 

FRENCH  LANGUAGE. 

Mr.  DE  LAMOTTE,  from  Paris,  begs  leave  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion to  pupils  in  clashes,  or  private  lessons,  during  the  ensuing 
winter,  aud  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  55  Hancocfc 
street.  0  21    Sm 

D.   B.   NEWHALL. 

MANUFACTURER  AND  DEALER  IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  34-4-  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  4-  TO  LET. 

MR.  S.  HARRISON  MILLARD, 

Begs  to  inform  the  musical  public  of  Boston  that  he  is  now 

prepared  to  receive  pupils  in 

Italian  and  English.  Vocal  zaton. 

Classes  will  be  formed  on  the  principle  of  the  Conservatoire 
4  Paris. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  English  Oratorio  singing. 

Classes  for  the  study  of  the  Italian  language  will  also  be 
formed. 

Residence,  6  Tyler  Street. 

Mk.    J.  Q.    WETHERBEE, 

(BASSO  OANTANTE,) 
No.  18  TREMONT  TEMPLE,   BOSTON. 

MR.  AUGUST  FRIES. 

Respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  former  pupils,  that  he 
again  is  prepared  to  receive 
ADVANCED  PIANISTS  AS  PUPILS, 
to  accompany  them  with  the  Violin  in  Sonatas,  Duo  conger- 
TANTE,  Solos,  &c.      Applications  sent  to  7  ^Vinthrop  Place, 
■will  be  promptly  attended  to.  oct  14    3m 

SONGS  WITHOUT  WORDS. 

MENDELSSOHN'S  SONGS  WITHOUT  WORDS,  (Lieder 
ohne  Worte,)  have  just  been  issued  in  one  elegant  volume, 
bound  in  cloth,  embossed  and  lettered.     Price  S3. 

Published  by         Oliver  Ditson,  115  Wasliinslon  St. 

A  CARD Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  {duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 

CONCERT    HALL, 

CORNER  OF  EUCLID  STREET  AND  PUBLIC  SQUARE, 
CleT-eland,  Oliio. 

This  new  and  elegant  hnll,  designed  expressly  for  concerts 
and  lectures,  is  nnw  open  for  artists  and  others  intending  to 
gire  entertainments  in  Cleveland- 

The  hall  is  well  lighted,  handsomely  frescoed  and  decorated, 
and  will  scat,  comfoi-tably  1200  persons.  Its  central  location 
renders  it  the  most  desirable  of  any  in  the  city. 

For  terms,  etc.,  apply  to  UOLBROOK  &  LONG, 

Piano-Forte  Dealers,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

SICtNOR  CORELIjI  begs  leave  to  announce  that  he 
has  commenced  Morning  and  Afternoon  Classes  for  the  in- 
struction of  Young  Ladies  in  SOLFEGGIO,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Messrs.  CiiicKEaiNG,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 

For  the  convenience  of  those  attending  schools,  the  afternoon 
classes  from  4  to  5. 

Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

Signer  Corelli  has  removed  to  No  47  Hancock  Street,  where 
henceforth  he  may  be  addressed  ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
at  the  Messrs.  Chickering's  Rooms.  Sept  9 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


% 


NOW     READY, 

THE   GEEAT  WOEK   OE   THE   YEAR, 

MOORE'S 

COMP1.ETE  ENCYCX,©PjEI>IA 

OF ■ 

A  Tvork  which  has  cost  the  indefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
every  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  toI- 
ume,  of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  the  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4000    MUSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A.  Complete  BietionaYy  ot  over 
5000    MUSICAL    TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIEWCE    OF    MUSIC, 

rrom  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments^ 

With  the  dates  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOROUGH  BASS,  &c.  &c. 

A  BooBi  iiiteuded  to  cover  tBae  \v8iole 
of  Musical  iScicncc. 

JOHN  P.    JEIVETT   Sr   CO, 

PUBLISHERS, 

JuJy  29  BOSTON. 


SIGNOR.  AUGIJSTO  BKWDELARI,  Profe.-sor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  ^reat 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augusto  Bendelari,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

REFERENCES. 


Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop, 
Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq. 
Sept  9 


Samuel  G   Ward.  Esq. 
John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 


MR.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct-  1st. 

References — R.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C.Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight, Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 

E.  K.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACHER  OV  THE  PlJVi;«0  XlS\i  Sl^^Gl^G, 

Residence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference^  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD. 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

S65  Wasliingi^oai  Street,  Bostozi. 

Oermania  Serenade  Sand. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E  TELTOW,  Agi'nt. 
iilitt  30  Fayette  Street. 

CHICKERINa    &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

x*i.A.Kro-:F"o:Ei.T'E2® , 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


W^AREROOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


N&^Y    REAOY: 
Third  and  Cheap  Edition  of  the 

MOBEM  SCHOOL  FOR  TIE  FMO-FOETE, 

BY'  HATHA.N   RICHARDSON, 

Inasmuch  as  the  demand  for  a  cheaper  edition  of  this  In- 
struction Book  has  been  so  great,  partirularly  among  Teachers, 
headi  of  Seminaries,  &c  ,  the  publi.--licr  has  been  induced  to 
issue  an  edition  containing  precisely  the  same  matter,  but 
bound  in  a  plainer  style.  This  Method  is  more  eomptfte  and 
systematic  than  any  other  published  in  this  country  or  Europe, 
aud  is  now  the  cheapest.  It  is  recommended  by  all  the  first 
Teachers,  as  btiing  the  very  best. 

Price,  in  plain  binding S3,00 

In  the  original  style,  full  gilt S4,00 

Copies  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  on  the 
receipt  of  the  above  prices. 

PUBLISHED   AT  THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANQE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston,  by 
NATHA3V  RICHARDSOW. 


GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 

AND      ME  L  O  D  E  O  N  S  . 

^^o.   3    ^'SN'FEU    STREET, 
BOSTON, 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

WARRANTED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Dec  9  3m 

A.    W.    FRENZEIi 

Will  resume  his 

luSTSTUxrcTio^i  o^^  thk  3PiA:iNro-FORTE, 

On  or  hefore  October  1st. 

Order.*  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Co. 
N.  Richardson,  or  E  H.  Wade.  Aug26 

INSTRUCTION  IN  ITALIAN. 

MR.  LUIGI  MONTI,  Instructor  in  Italian  at  Ilarrard 
Uuiversicy,  will  give  private  lessons  in  the  city. 
Address  at  the  Winthrop  House.  Oct  7    3m 

John  Btmyan  Still  Lives! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   ENTIRE  AND   INIMITABLE  ALLEGORY    OF 

THE    riLGRim^S    PROGRESS, 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  cont^iiuing  2S0  human  figure^',  besides  all 
the  scenes  throufjh  which  Christisin  passed,  on  hisjourney  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish-have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JE"IVETT,   Publislier. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  authorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  I'rames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

Instruction  on  the  Piano-forte  and  in  Singing. 

MR.  ADOLPH  KIELBI.OCK  respectfully  gives  notice  to  his 
pupils  and  the  public  that  he  has  returned  to  the  city, 
and  resumed  his  lessons  on  the  Pianoforte  and  in  Singing,  aud 
may  be  addressed  at  Lis  residence,  30  Ash  street,  or  at  the  Mu- 
sic Stores  of  Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washington  street,  Geo.  P.  Iteed 
&  Co.,  13  Tremont  Street,  or  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washing- 
ton street. 
References. — Lyman  Nichols,  Esq.,  10  Joy  Street,  Boston. 
John  Bigelow,        "      42  Blossom  St.      " 
Oliver  Ditson,        "  " 

George  P.  Reed,     "  " 

N.  Richardson,      "  *' 

Hon.  T.  D   Elliot,  New  Bedford. 
Kev.  John  Weiss,  " 

Joseph  llicketson,  Esq.  " 

Mr.    THOMAS    RYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  pupils  that  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  season,  and  is  prepared  to  give  instruction 
on  the  PIANO,  FLUTE,  CLARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
TUOKOUGH  BASS.  Applications  may  be  made  at  his  resi- 
dency. No.  19  Franklin  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  music  store. 
Sept  16 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  propn.t:es  to 
remain  in  Bosttm,  and  to  give  iustruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-FORTE,  and  in  the  Theory  of  Music. 

Address  No.  4.5  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


manufactured  nr 
MASON     &.     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  us.  We  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Finish. 
Our  prices  vary  from  ©60  to  &175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wm.  B,  Bradbury,  George  F.  Root,  L.  H  Southard, 
Edwin  Bruce,  Sllas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  he  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

[CT^The  opinions  of  the  above  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided. 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

HENRY  MASON.      1  MASON  &,  HAMLIN, 

EMMONS  HAaiLiN.  /  Cambridge  St.  (cor.  of  Charles^)  Boston,  Sfh. 

Oct  28    6m  (Directly  in  frontof  the  Jail.) 

CARI*    GARTNER. 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 

May  be  found  at  No.  20  Dover  Street,  every  forenoon  between 
9  and  10.  Oc  14 

LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELLO. 
HENEI  JUNGNICKEL 

Will  receive  pupils  on  the  Violoncello.    Address  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  67  Warren  Street.  Oc  14 

MR.   GUSTAV  KREBS, 

MEMBER  OF  THE  MENDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB, 

Begs  leave  to  inform  the  public  that  he  is  prepared  to  give 

instruction  on  the 

FLUTE,   VIOLIN    AND    PIANO. 

[Cr"  Applications  made  at  No.  17  Franklin  Place  will  receive 

prompt  attention,  Oc  14 


MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Geay's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 
aud  Summer  Streets. 
References. 
Messrs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  PtiHCHABDf  Boston. 
Messrs.  George  Peabody,  B.  H.  Silbbee,  Salem. 

PIANIST  AND   TEACHER   OF   KTJSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

Referenceb  : — Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E,  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  aiay,  6  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

PRmCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  Taiiety,  from  $4-5  to  SB150,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  chunh-  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  lor  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 


Sept.  2 


a.   p.   REED   <&   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Mnseum, 
Sole  Agents  for  Prince  ^  Co.^s  Melodeons. 


andkeas  t.  thorup, 

TEACHER    OP    THE    PIANO-PORTE. 
Residence,   S*   Plnckney    Street. 

Sept  16  tf 

ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
teacher  op  the  PIAM"0-F0RTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Reed'a  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Roxbury_  Sept  9 

H.    S.    CUTL,ER, 

®tgi!ttist    E«Bi    ®jat{}«    of    ^Slujiic, 

MUSIC  ROOM  UNDER  CUURCH  OF  THE  ABVENT. 

Terms  S30.— Address  care  of  Natlian  Richardson,  282  Wash- 
ington St.  Sept  9  tf 

K.    G  AKB  ETT, 
PROFESSOR    OP    IffUSIC, 

Informs  his  friends  and  the  public,  that,  haying  returned  from 
Europe,  he  is  prepared  fo  give  instruction  on  the  Organ,  Piano 
Forte,  Violin,  Violoncello,  and  Contra-Basso :  also  in  Compo- 
sition aud  Arrangement.  Organs  aud  Piano-Fortes  tuned. 
Music  arranged  and  transposed  to  order. 

O^itesidence,  No.  36  Shawmut  Avenue.  Sept  23    Sm 

J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Resideiice  No.  56  Kneeland  Street. 
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For  Dwiglit's  Journal  of  Music. 

Harmony  of  Tone. 

(Continued  from  last  week  ) 
The  nature,  development  and  operation  of  the 
Tact-feeling  are  easily  traced,  and  their  influence 
upon  the  whole  nervous  organization  can  be  de- 
fined in  the  various  manifestations  of  rhythmical 
swell  and  cadence,  and  in  the  monotonous  instru- 
mentation peculiar  to  man.  But  in  the  passage 
of  melodious  or  modulated  sounds  through  the 
nervous  and  cerebral  system,  and  the  process 
whereby  the  variety  of  mechanical  intonation 
reaches  every  part  of  and  affects  that  system,  the 
philosophy  of  nature  has  left  us  a  wide  and  unex- 


plored field  to  range  in.  As  the  cardiac  emotion 
operates  upon  the  whole  nervous  structure  and 
gives  expression  to  its  activity  in  measured  tones, 
in  oral  and  written  language,  we  perceive  its 
agency  in  a  still  more  striking  degree  when  vocal 
or  instrumental  sounds  assume  the  province  of 
language. 

Being  brought  to  the  consideration  of  tones 
themselves,  we  have  now  to  enquire  whether 
modulated  melody  first  sprang  from  the  human 
voice  itself,  or  whether  the  primary  suggestions 
of  pleasant  sounds  came  from  the  external  world. 
We  think  there  is  but  little  plausibility  in  the 
theory  that  man  has  been  an  imitator,  and  that 
his  o*n  voice  is  but  a  copy  of  what  he  has  heard 
in  the  animate  creation  or  in  mechanical  tones. 
We  believe  that  his  first  incitement  to  melody, 
springing  primarily  from  the  Tact-emotion,  arose 
out  of  his  own  voice,  which,  e.xercised  in  rhyth- 
mical swell  and  cadence,  soon  found  its  way  to 
melodious  invention.  In  tracing  the  origin  of 
music,  we  find  that  the  very  sound  he  himself 
produced  re-acted  upon  his  ear,  and  if  so,  why  is 
it  that  artificial  mechanical  tones  affect  the  sense, 
or  what  place  do  they  occupy  in  the  production 
of  melody  ?  They  were  resorted  to  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  human  voice,  to.  give  larger  scope  to 
its  discoveries  and  to  fulfil  all  those  requirements 
in  the  harmony  of  tone,  which  the  voice  could 
only  do  in  that  most  perfect  state,  in  which  we 
find  it  among  the  phenomena  of  accomplished 
vocalism.  We  must,  therefore,  look  to  man's  in- 
terior as  the  grand  source  of  the  modulations  of 
tone,  and  regard  the  finest  sweep  of  instrumental 
sound  as  a  mere  expedient  to  supply  the  place  of 
voice  or  a  substitute  for  its  own  superior  eloquence. 
The  harmony  of  tone  from  without,  when  it  gushes 
through  the  most  masterly  instrumentation,  falls  so 
penetratingly  upon  the  ear,  is  so  electrifying  in  its 
influences  on  the  cerebro-nervous  system,  as  to 
afl'ect  us  physically;  but  seldom  does  this  take 
place,  unless  passages  of  pure  harmony,  rising  out 
of  the  obscurities  of  discord,  or  intermingling 
with  them,  suddenly  startle,  by  bursting  upon 
us.  What  constitutes  the  harmony  of  tone  we 
would  not  attempt  to  delineate  by  any  logical  defi- 
tions,  but  would  refer  to  the  beautiful  and  won- 
drous mechanism  of  nature  in  the  atmospheric 
vibrations  of  sounds,  the  mutual  attraction  of 
those  sounds,  when  pitched  to  the  same  key,  and 
the  repulsion  of  sounds  when  not  belonging  to  the 
same  key  or  harmonic  scale, — for  true  elucidation. 
The  master  works  of  genius  abound  in  passages 


of  exquisite  harmonic  combinations,  and  we  can 
point  to  such  efforts  as  the  brightest  results  of 
the  Art.  No  mind  was  more  fertile  in  these  in- 
ventions than  that  of  Beethoven,  and  so  abstruse- 
ly were  many  of  his  conceptions  framed  that  his 
admirers  belong  chiefly  to  that  class  in  whom 
philosophy  has  gone  hand  in  hand  with  the  muse 
of  melodious  song. 

From  simple  Tact-music  we  think  there  is 
always  a  tendency  to  rise  in  the  scale  of  mu- 
sical discrimination,  upward  to  its  higher  mean- 
ing and  conception ;  but  to  reach  this  point  an 
unremitted  study  of  the  master  works  of  the  patt 
is  indispensable.  Many  of  those  classic  and 
standard  performances  present  themselves  before 
us  in  the  sombre  coloring  of  antique  works,  in 
which  the  distinguishing-  merits  are  not  thrown 
out  at  first  sight ;  but  no  sooner  are  we  led  within 
the  intellectual  design,  than  we  find  they  prove 
a  fund  of  exhaustless  wealth  for  heart  and  ima- 
gination. 

This  observation  has  reference  chiefly  to  in- 
ternal description,  a  characteristic  which  stamps 
all  the  higher  order  of  music  ;  that  which  derives  its 
force  and  beauty  from  outward  description,  as  a 
tone-picture  of  nature,  or  an  imitation  of  our  out- 
ward action  and  events,  one  of  the  popular  forms 
of  composition,  is  more  grasped  by  such  minds  as 
have  not  dwelt  within  the  philosophy  of  intri- 
cate sounds. 

It  has  been  a  mooted  question  among  us 
whether  we  are  a  naturally  musical  people,  what 
extent  its  cultivation  has  attained,  and  whether 
we  are  likely  to  establish  a  national  school. 

As  regards  the  question  of  musical  intuition, 
no  doubt  can  be  entertained  on  that  score,  since 
we  have  traced  the  love  of  harmony  up  to  its 
primitive  source,  and  can  apply  its  laws  to  our- 
selves, as  well  as  to  other  people.  AVe  possess  all 
the  qualities  of  heart  and  mind  that  should  ren- 
der us  susceptible  of  imbibing  a  fondness  for  the 
Art  and  of  entering  the  arcana  of  all  its  inner 
depths.  Independent  of  the  universality  of  the 
first  principle  of  Tact-emotion,  upon  which  our 
theory  rests,  we  shall  find  that  in  the  sister 
gifts  of  poetry  and  eloquence  we  are  not  behind 
other  nations ;  and  such  being  the  fact,  we  are  at 
least  fitted  for  a  musical  culture  as  well  as  other 
contemporary  peoples.  Although  our  position  in 
music  is  higher  than  it  was  ten  years  since,  as  wo 
find  evinced  in  the  increasing  preference  for  the 
classics  of  Germany  and  Italy,  the  large  support 
bestowed  on  foreign  talent,  and  the  formation     o 
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so  many  musical  associations,  yet  a  large  field  is 
left  for  future  refinement  and  education  in  the 
harmony  of  tone.  It  is  difficult  to  say  how  much 
of  our  native  patronage  isactuall}'  bestowed  upon 
the  large  body  of  foreign  talent.  It  is  equally  dif- 
ficult to  determine  to  what  degree  the  Art  of 
Music  is  patronized  for  the  Art  itself,  and 
whether  our  musical  halls  and  opera  houses  are 
not  the  mere  resort  of  conventionality  and  fash- 
ion. All  this  must  be  subtracted  from  the  claims 
we  lay  to  being  a  musical  people.  In  addition  to 
this,  we  have  some  derogatory  facts  presented  to 
US' in  the  nature  of  our  most  popular  musical  in- 
stitutions, and  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
we  had  yet  much  to  learn.  They  would  seem  to 
show  that,  although  in  the  kindred  arts  of  Elo- 
quence and  Poetry  we  occupy  a  creditable  posi- 
tion, we  do  not  keep  pace  with  those  arts  in  our 
musicaljproficiency.  We  here  refer  to  our  over- 
weaning  attachment  to  '  Negro  Minstrelsy.'  While 
the  virtuosi  of  the  highest  attainments  offer. us 
the  divine  productions  of  Beethoven,  Mendels- 
sohn and  Mozart,  and  are  but  moderately  ap- 
plauded and  scantily  rewarded,  we  build  up  for- 
tunes for  the  professors  of  the  negro  song  and  the 
tambourine. 

(Conclusion  next  week.) 
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Diary  Abroad.— Ho.  5. 

Berlin,  JVou.  9. — We  had  a  Liebig  concert  yesterda}', 
which  W.  was  obliged  to  leave  at  the  end  of  the  "  Scene 
by  the  Brook,"  in  Beethoven's  '*  Pastoral  Symphony," 
as  he  had  taken  a  ticket  to  hear  Bellini's  "  Komeo  and 
Juliet"  at  the  Boyal  Opera.  This  morning  as  we  sat  at 
our  coffee  and  "  butter-bread,"  he  began,  and  I  wish  I 
could  give  something  more  than  an  outline  of  the  con- 
versation. 

W. — Hm  !  {with  an  expression  of  the  bitterest  con- 
tempt;) I  almost  wisli  I  had  stayed  and  heard  the  sym- 
phony out.  If  I  had  not  heard  the  Wagner,  it  would 
not  have  been  worth  going  to.  How  mean  that  stuff 
sounds  after  such  music  as  Beethoven's  !  Here  a  pretty 
air,  and  there  a  pretty  air  ;  here  a  little  melody  and 
there  another.  Just  think  of  this  {humming  some  notes), 
where  they  are  standing  round  the  tomb  !  Pretty  tomb 
music  that ! 

T. — (With  a  hearty  liiugh.)  So  you  begin  to  feel  it, 
do  you  ?    You  remember  our  talks  on  board  the  ship? 

W. — Yes,  I  used  to  think  you  too  severe,  and  that  half 
the  difference  you  found  between  your  great  composers 
and  those  I  knew  something  about  was  affectation.  Liv- 
ing in  the  country,  I  had  had  no  opportunity  to  compare. 
I  could  imagine  nothing  beyond  the  Italian  troupes  I 
had  heard  in  Boston  and  New  York.  But  to  hear  that 
stuff  last  night,  after  Don  Juan  and  Fiddio,  and  these 
symphonies ! 

T. — Lookout!  you  will  become  as  one-sided,  as  pre- 
judiced and  as  classical  as  the  small  party  to  which  I 
belong. 

W. — I  don't  care.  I  used  to  hear  all  these  popular 
arias  from  the  Italian  operas,  from  "  Moses  in  Egypt," 
and  Rossini's  Slabat  Mater,  and  could  not  conceive  any- 
thing finer  ;  :and  that  is  what  I  have  come  over  here  for, 
to  know  whether  there  is  anything  in  all  this  bilk  in 
"  Dwight's  Journal,"  &c.  abom  t  this  great  Gernianmn  ic 
I  could  understand  all  this  opera  music,  the  arrangements 
for  pianos,  such  as  my  scholars  played,  and  the  like  ; 
but  had  got  the  idea  somehow  that  Mozart  and  Haydn 
and  Beethoven  liad  none  of  this  melody,  and  that  their 
music,  especially  that  of  the  latter,  was  made  up  of  such 
mighty  harmonies,  such  a  learned  mass  of  tones,  that 
one  must  study  it  a  life  time  to  understand  it,  to  get  hold 
of  it.  Ditson  sent  me  up  some  of  Beethoven's  Sonatas. 
Well,  I  played  them  over  in  my  way,  and  did  not  find 
much  in  them.  By  Hemp  !  as  you  say,  and  a  strong 
oath  it  is — I  don't  go  back  until  I  can  play  that  kind  of 

music  ;  and  1  know  that  there  are  those  up  in ,  and 

,  who  have  only  to  hear  it  to  feel  its  worth.     Well, 

when  I  first  hear  a  symphony  out  at  Liebig's  concert, 
I  only  hear  a  succession  of  the  most  beautiful  things 


ever  conceived  of.  Such  melody!  None  of  your  little 
miserable  hum-drum  stuff,  but  things  which  fasten 
themselves  upon  the  memory  and  which  I  cannot  shake 
off.  When  I  get  home  they  keep  coming  up,  and  the 
next  time  I  hear  the  same  work,  as  these  passages  occur, 
such  a  thrill,  such  a  sensation  runs  all  through  me — oh, 
I  cannot  describe  it.  And  so  when  I  have  heard  it  sev- 
eral times,  all  things  join  themselves  together  and  the 
symphony  becomes  one  perfect  whole.  Now  Fidelio, 
Monday  night,  was  beyond  me  ;  I  must  hear  it  again; 
— but  "what  music! 

T. — Yes,  and  to  think  it  was  the  first  opera  of  a  young 
man !  Mozart  and  Ghick  and  Weber  had  made  many 
attempts  before  one  lived  and  became  known  as  amaster- 
piece.  Why  did  those  fools  in  Vienna  in  1807  not  accept 
Beethoven's  written  proposition  to  bind  himself  to  write 
one  grand  opera  annually  ?  It  was  not  the  appreciative 
few,  but  speculators,  who  were  to  blame. 

W. — I  am  already  more  than  paid  for  coming  to  Eu- 
rope. I  can  see,  and  now  begin  to  know.  My  studies  in 
harmony  and  composition  lead  me  involuntarily  to  pay 
more  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  these  men  work, 
than  you  do,  and  to  give  myself  up  less  to  the  mere  mu- 
sical influence.  But  in  this  how  immensely  they  rise 
above  the  other  school !  That  overture  to  Tannhduser, 
which  we  heard  yesterday  !  It  won't  do  to  tell  me 
about  Wagner's  noise  and  fiddling— I  tell  you  it  has  the 
most  mighty  crescendo  that  was  ever  conceived.  And 
then  go  the  opera  house  and  hear  the  same  thing  attempt- 
ed in  the  finale  to  "  Romeo  and  Juliet."  Well,  I  heard 
JoHANNsA  Wagnek,  and  she  is  a  great  singer  and  ac- 
tress. When  she  was  not  on  the  stage,  I  wanted  to  be  rea- 
ding your  Tribune,  which  I  got  at  Schneider's.  I  did  read 
it  between  the  acts. 

T.— The  last  time  I  he.ard  Norma,  I  got  so  sick  of  it, 
I  vowed  I  would  never  hear  it  again  ;  and  yet  it  was 
given  in  that  same  magnificent  style  in  which  all  these 
things  are  done  in  the  big  opera  house  :  Such  namby. 
pamby  stuff— just  as  you  say,  first  this  pretty  air  and 
then  that— like  a  succession  of  tunes,  all  accompanied 
and  instrumented  just  alike — I  mean  in  style,  for  of 
course  the  notation  varies — it's  like  drinking  sugar  water 
day  after  day. 

W. — Don't  say  anything  against  Norma,  I  can't  be- 
lieve it  such  poor  stuff  as  this  "  Borneo  and  Juliet."  Still, 
you  know  I  was  disappointed  in  Der  Freysckiiiz,  and 
when  I  come  to  hear  Norma  again — I  don't  know  after 
-all.  At  any  rate  I  was  not  disappointed  in  Don  Juan. 
Isn't  that  mighty  ! 

But  these  symphonies  !  I  have  always  felt  that  there 
must  be  something  beyond  what  I  had  had  opportunity 
to  hear,  up  in  the  country,  or  what  I  had  happened  to 
hear  in  Boston  or  New  York  ;  for  whenever  I  went  there 
after  music  it  was  to  hear  some  great  celebrity.  Some 
of  Handel's  choruses  and  some  of  that  splendid  cathe- 
dral music,  which  Dr.  Tuckerman  brought  home  from 
England,  had  given  me  some  idea  of  what  I  wanted;  but 
it  is  this  great  orchestral  music,  these  psalms  and  mo- 
tets that  we  haw  heard  here  and  in  Leipzig,  and  that 
mass  at  Cologne !  That  is  what  comes  right  home  to  me, 
and  satisfies  this  longing  and  craving  for  music  which  I 
have  had  all  my  life. 

T. — Give  us  your  hand  !  You'll  do.  I  say,  W.,  I  shall 
diarize  this  talk. 

W.— Then  you  will  diarize  my  real  sentiments,  and 
feelings  honestly  come  by  and  honestly  spoken. 

[Note. — Poor  fellow,  he  is  already  falling  into  the  ri- 
diculous German  mistake  of  going  to  the  opera  to  hear 
the  music,  instead  of  keeping  up  the  noble  English  and 
American  custom  of  attending  to  see  and  hear  some  re- 
nowned singer  in  certain  songs  and  situations.] 


For  Dwisht's  Journal  of  Music. 

Musical  Reminiscences  of  Florence. 

[Concluded  from  last  Tveek.] 

GiULiA  Grisi,  when  about  si.xteen  years  of 
age,  came  with  her  father  to  Florence,  who  sought 
to  place  her  in  the  family  of  some  good  instructor 
for  a  musical  education.  Cecchekini  (then  a 
fine  tenore  and  maestro)  was  applied  to ;  but  the 
transcendent  beauty  and  youth  of  the  future 
world-renowned  prima  donna  were  decided  ob- 
jections against  any  one's  undertaking  to  become 


the  looker-after  and  moral  guardian,  in  that  land 
of  love  and  Art,  of  so  attractive  a  specimen  of  the 
most  loveable  thing  on  earth,  "  the  fair  sex." — 
After  her  d^but  she  sang  several  years  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  Italy,  without  producing  any  great 
sensation,  and  it  was  only  her  first  appearance  at 
Paris  which  stamped  her  as  an  aUach.ee  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  Eoyal  Opera  houses  of  Paris, 
London  and  St.  Petersburg,  for  so  many  years. 

Pacini,  the  composer,  some  fifteen  years  ago 
was  at  the  head  of  the  musical  department  of  the 
Scuola  delle  Belle  Arti  of  Florence ;  but  he  only 
proved  that  a  great  composer  of  vocal  operas 
may  be  an  inferior  teacher  of  the  voice,  as  the 
school  diminished  quite  rapidly  under  his  auspices, 
and  never  has  entirely  regained  its  former  stand- 
ing. Pacini  is  also  the  greatest  imitator  and  least 
original  of  all  the  Italian  composers  of  opera. 
In  his  time  he  has  imitated  all  the  different  schools 
in  the  order  in  which  they  have  sprung  up — 
EossiNi,  Bellini,  Donizetti, — and  he  now 
exaggerates  even  Verdi.  He  is  even  more  pro- 
lific than  Donizetti,  and  has  written  a  greater 
number  of  operas, — which  have  never  been  heard 
of  after  the  first  performance, — than  any  other 
composer.  His  Buondehnonte  and  Saffo  are  his 
two  best  works,  and  alone  stamp  him  as  a  man 
of  great  talent ;  and  on  the  reputation  of  those 
operas  he  is  engaged  constantly  by  impresarios  to 
write  new  operas,  with  the  hope  that  he  may 
again  do  something  to  equal  if  not  surpass  what 
he  has  already  done. 

Verdi  has  the  highest  price  for  an  opera  ever 
paid  to  any  composer  in  the  world,  being  as  he  is 
at  present  the  unrivalled,  unapproachable,  and 
almost  only  writer  for  all  Italy.  His  price  two 
years  ago,  when  at  Naples,  for  a  new  opera  was 
5,000  ducats,  (or  about  $  4,000.)  And  as  three 
months'  time  is  sufficient  for  him  to  write  an  opera, 
and  expenses  very  light  in  that  country,  he  at  that 
price  could  do  a  very  safe  and  telling  business  as 
far  as  money  is  concerned ;  although  to  write 
conscientiously  a  long  three  act  tone-poem,  three 
months'  time  ought  hardly  suffice,  for  the  instru- 
mentation alone.  And  if  sometimes  great  weak- 
ness of  ideas  is  discovered  by  those  amateurs  and 
even  professional  people,  who  have  never  yet  es- 
sayed musical  composition,  and  who,  of  course, 
know  not  the  difficulty  of  writing  something  ori- 
ginal (even  a  little  Psalm  tune,)  the  circum- 
stances should  be  taken  into  consideration.  And 
this  even  if  an  author  -steals  from  himself  and 
reproduces  in  some  new  form  a  beautiful  idea, 
which,  having  been  coined,  perhaps,  many  years 
ago  in  his  brain,  still  haunts  his  memory  without 
betraying  to  him  its  origin,  whether  original  with 
him  in  that  moment  or  not,  or  whether  it  be  some 
admired  strain  of  some  past  work.  In  the  hurry 
of  writing  and  shortness  of  time  allowed,  the  idea 
is  jotted  dov/n,  and  if  stolen  from  some  other 
composer,  it  is  of  course  innocently  so,  and  we 
ought  only  to  wonder  that  so  much  is  new  and 
original.  The  late  C.  E.  Horn,  (an  English 
composer)  told  me  that  the  English  papers  bera- 
ted him  very  hard  after  the  publication  of  the 
popular  :  "  I've  been  roaming,  "  it  being  merely 
the  well  known  chorus  of  "  Jubilate,  Jubilate"  in 
a  faster  movement.  He  himself  at  the  time  was 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  similarity ;  and  it  only 
shows  how  much  we  should  appreciate  originality 
in  music  when  we  find  it,  if  the  effect  be  good  and 
legitimate. 

A  year  ago  at  a  performance  given  during  the 
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matinee,  in  the  large  hall  of  the  Piazzo-Vecchio, 
by  a  sort  of  musical  fund  society,  composed,  as  in 
Boston,  of  all  the  resident  musicians  in  Florence, 
II  miituo  Soccorso,  an  orchestra  numbering  nearly 
three  hundred  performers  played  the  overture  to 
"  William  Tell"  in  a  manner  very  satisfactory  to 
all.  Rossini,  too,  expressed  himself  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  performance  at  the  rehear- 
sals, though,  according  to  his  principles  he  was 
not  present  at  the  public  performance,  pre- 
ferring to  take  a  solitary  walk  in  the  beautiful 
Cascine.  All  the  music  performed  on  the  occa- 
sion was  Rossini's,  and  notwithstanding  he  felt 
complimented  by  the  selection,  yet  he  advised 
that  the  programme  should  be  varied,  and  recom- 
mended the  works  of  several  others  in  preference 
to  his  own.  On  -another  occasion  the  same  im- 
mense orchestra  rendered  Beethoven's  "  Battle 
Symphony"  with  good  effect. 

Near  the  old  "  Borgello,"  (the  name  of  the  an- 
cient prison)  is  the  small  but  well  known  copying 
magazine  of  Mamati,  where  in  a  few  weeks'  time 
was  written  for  the  Pergola  the  famous  opera 
"  Parisina,"  by  Donizetti.  With  ten  or  fifteen 
copying  clerks,  and  the  store  constantly  filled  vfith 
persons  talking  aloud,  Donizetti,  without  any  mu- 
sical instrument  to  aid  him,  placed  upon  paper 
as  fast  as  the  pen  could  be  made  to  go  (and  sup- 
plied several  of  the  copyists  constantly)  those 
beautiful  melodies  and  passionate  harmonies  of 
the  loving  and  unfortunate  Parisina.  He  be- 
lied the  adage  that  "one  can  do  but  one  thing  at 
a  time,"  for  he  could  eat  breakfast,  receive  nu- 
merous visitors,  and  write  Lucias  and  Lucrezia 
Borgias  at  one  and  the  same  time.  Receiving  a 
commission,  when  at  Naples,  for  instance,  to  write 
an  opera  for  Venice  or  Milan,  during  the  jour- 
ney in  the  "  diligence"  from  one  place  to  the  other 
he  would  write  at  least  one-third  of  the  opera, 
and  sometimes  more.  His  fluency  of  musical 
ideas  has  hardly,  if  ever,  been  surpassed  by  any 
recent  composer. 

In  going  from  Florence  to  Naples  via  Rome, 
one  passes  the  small  town  of  Terracina ;  and  the 
very  inn,  made  so  familiar  by  the  opera  of  Fra 
Diavolo,  is  the  identical  one  of  the  times  of  the 
celebrated  robber,  although  I  could  really  see  no 
resemblance  to  it  the  other  night  at  the  Boston 
Theatre,  when  the  opera  was  there  produced. 
The  rock,  also,  a  short  distance  from  the  house, 
where  the  handsome  Italian  used  to  sun  himself 
in  the  dolce  far  nienle  style,  was  pointed  out  to  me, 
and  I  involuntarily  looked  to  see  if  some  brigand 
might  not  be  lurking  behind  it  or  among  the 
bushes  near  by.  Only  about  three  years  ago 
another,  Passerola,  (so  called  because  originally  a 
boatman)  whose  career  and  personal  appearance 
were  exactly  like  those  of  the  wider  celebrated 
Fra  Diavolo,  was,  fortunately  for  the  peace  of 
the  country,  shot.  One  of  his  exploits  was  the 
following.  One  evening,  in  a  small  theatre,  in 
some  town  in  the  Roman  States,  near  Bologna, 
a  very  nice  audience  had  assembled  to  hear  Er- 
nani.  The  time  for  commencing  had  passed  and 
the  audience  became,  as  usual,  impatient  of  the  de- 
lay, and  insisted  on  the  raising  of  the  curtain. 
At  last  the  curtain  went  up,  and  instead  of  the 
usual  scene  of  bandits  reclining,  talking  and 
drinking,  as  in  the  opening  chorus  of  Ernani,  a 
file  of  rough  looking  men,  with  loaded  muskets 
pointed  to  the  house,  were  seen  on  the  stage. 
Passerola  advanced  very  quietly,  informing  them 
that  he  had  the  honor  of  being  Passerola  in  pro- 
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pria  persona,  and  that  the  theatre  was  entirely 
surrounded  and  in  the  possession  of  his  subordi- 
nates; begging  the  ladies  in  the  house  not  to  be 
alarmed,  for,  if  no  resistance  was  offered  no 
harm  would  be  done.  He  then  told  them 
that  each  family  would  be  visited  by  turns  and 
conducted  home  to  their  residence,  or  wherever 
they  might  find  most  conveniently  the  "  ready"  to 
to  pay  the  sum  affixed  to  their  names  upon  his 
list.  Each  one  was  obliged  to  await  his  time,  and 
after  satisfying  his  demands  was  re-conducted  to 
his  box  in  the  theatre.  All  were  served  accor- 
ding to  their  means  of  paying,  and  the  evening 
was  consumed  in  this  manner.  When  all  had 
paid,  he  thanked  them  kindly,  wishing  them  a 
pleasing  performance  of  "  The  Bandit"  in  music, 
and  remarked  that  it  had  been  a  long  time  since 
the  impresario  had  had  such  a  "  paying  house" 
in  his  theatre,  and  doubtless  11  Banditto  Ernani 
was  less  successful  than  II  Banditto  Passerola  in 
drawing  out  the  ""tin,"  though  an  extraordinary 
amount  of  "  brass"  was  necessary  for  both. 


Prom  BEKLIU,  Nov.  18,  1854. 

■WEBER'S  "  EURTANTHE  " — QLUCK'9  "  ORFEO." 

Two  long  desired  and  scarcely  hoped-for  grati- 
fications have  been  afforded  me  this  week  : — the 
hearing  of  Weber's  Euryanthe  and  Glhck's  "Or- 
pheus and  Eurydice."  Perhaps,  had  the  choice 
been  given  me,  I  could  not  have  selected  two 
operas,  which  upon  the  whole  would  offer  higher 
claims — the  Euryanthe,  for  the  important  place  it 
holds  in  Weber's  history,  and  for  the  great  differ- 
ence of  opinion  upon  its  merits;  the  "Orpheus 
and  Eurydice,"  because  it  was  the  work  in  which 
Gluck  struck  out  his  new  path,  and  made  the 
foundation  of  all  successful  opera  since.  Nothing 
w^ritten  before  it  keeps  the  stage  ;  nothing  more 
recent  keeps  the  stage  which  does  not  render 
homage  to  it.  So  it  was  with  no  little  joy  that 
my  eye  fell  upon  the  notices  that  these  two  works 
were  to  be  given  at  the  Royal  Opera. 

Berlioz  speaks  of  the  half  success  oi  EuryanXhe, 
Weber's  grandest  work.  If  he  likes  the  music 
best  which  is  most  like  his  own,  we  can  easily  im- 
agine good  reasons  why  the  "  grandest  work"  of 
Weber,  no  more  than  "  half  succeeded." 

On  the  evening  of  the  25th  of  October,  1S23, 
the  Royal  Imperial  Court  Theatre,  near  the 
"  Carinthian  Gate"  (Kiirtner  Thor),  in  Vienna, 
was  crowded  with  eager  spectators  and  listeners. 
The  performance  was  to  be  "For  the  first  time, 
under  the  personal  direction  of  the  composer,  Eu- 
ryanthe, Grand  romantic  Opera  in  three  acts,  by 
Helmene  von  Chezy,  born  Baroness  von  Kleucke, 
Music  by  Herr  Carl  Maria  von  Weber,  Royal 
Saxon  Court  Kapellmeister."  The  people  had 
been  listening  during  the  season  to  a  great  variety 
of  operas,  among  which  Rossini's  predominated, 
and  which  had  been  performed  by  a  company  of 
which  Fodor,  Ambragi,  David  and  Lablache  were 
members.  On  the  2Sth  of  September  the  Italian 
perlbrmances  had  closed,  and  nothing  very  re- 
markable, save  the  "  Magic  Flute,"  had  been  given 
on  that  stage.  But  now  the  author  of  Dcr  Frey- 
schiitz  had  come  from  Dresden,  to  superintend  the 
production  of  his  new  work.  Beethoven  was 
writing  his  great  Mass  and  Symphony,  and  no  other 
composer  was  upon  the  stage  who  could  compete 
with  the  pale,  thin  man,  who  on  this  evening  held 
the  baton.  The  parts  were  filled  mostly  by  sing- 
ers well-known  and  liked  by  the  Viennese.  Eg- 
lantine, the  mezzo-soprano  was  to  be  sung  by 
Madame  Geunbaum,  then  a  name  of  note,  and  the 


heroine  by  the  delightful  young  songstress  who 
had  come  from  Prague  and  made  her  first  appear- 
ance in  the  Austrian  Capital  in  the  part  of  Anna, 
in  Bon  Juan,  on  the  4th  of  April  preceding  : — "  Eu- 
ryanthe, Dlle.  Sontag" — said  the  bills.  So  the 
house  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity.  Many  of 
the  numbers  were  called  for  a  second  time,  not 
only  the  principal  pieces  of  Sontag,  Griinbaum, 
and  the  other  leading  characters,  but  tVie  overture 
and  several  choruses.  Weber  himself  was  called 
out  some  four  times.  In  short  it  was  what  might 
be  called  an  enthusiastic  reception,  and  yet  not 
three  weeks  later  (the  14th  of  November),  after 
Weber  had  left  the  city,  it  was  given  with  jlbkiirz- 
ungen — retrenchments.  How  many  times  Weber 
led  his  opera  during  this  short  stay  in  Vienna,  I 
am  not  sure.  I  find  in  the  periodicals  of  the  day 
at  hand  only  three  performances  mentioned.  At 
the  second,  though  the  applause  was  great,  the 
audience  was  much  thinner  than  at  the  first.  The 
third  was  for  the  benefit  of  Sontag,  and,  says  the 
editor  of  the  Vienna  Musikalische  Zeitung,  "  was 
more  visited." 

The  same  says  :  "After  the  third  performance 
of  Weber's  opera,  the  opera  in  one  act,  L'Inganno 
felice,  with  music  by  Rossini,  was  put  upon  the 
same  stage."  All  sorts  of  operas  and  concerts 
followed  in  this  theatre  ;  but  in  no  other  instance 
than  those  above  mentioned  do  I  find  Euryanthe 
recorded.  Der  Freyschiltz  continued  however  as 
popular  as  ever. 

I  had  somehow  become  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  the  text  of  this  opera  was  made  from  Shak- 
speare's  "  Cymbeline,"  and  this,  with  the  beauty 
of  several  of  the  numbers,  which  are  familiar  to 
us  in  America,  and  favorite  pieces  for  concerts  and 
social  singing  parties: — "  The  sun's  gay  beam  on 
the  hill-top  glows"  for  instance — had  made  its  ill 
success  a  matter  of  great  wonder.  Once  hearing 
however,  explains  all.  Euryanthe  is  a  wretched 
stage  piece,  and  Weber  has  made  too  much  music 
to  it.  It  is  tedious.  The  Vienna  wags  slightly 
varied  the  name  and  called  it  Ennuyante. 

At  the  rising  of  the  curtain  we  see  the  court  of 
King  Louis  VI.  of  France  assembled  at  Premery, 
and  the  women  begin  a  chorus,  rejoicing  at  the 
peace  with  England  (A.  D.  1110),  and  in  praise  of 
the  heroes  who  had  conquered  the  peace.  The 
warriors  reply  with  a  strophe,  in  praise  of  the 
women,  and  then  both  combine  and  close  the  cho- 
rus by  singing  the  praise  of  love  and  fidelity.  The 
King  inquires  what  ails  Adolar,  that  he  is  so  sad, 
who  then  speaks  of  his  love  for  Euryanthe,  and  at 
the  request  of  the  King  sings  a  measure  in  her 
praise.  Another  noble,  Lysiart,  lor  some  reason 
which  Frau  von  Chezy  does  not  make  plain,  hates 
Adolar,  and  mocks  at  his  success  as  a  singer,  and 
at  the  idea  of  faith  in  woman,  at  which  all  the 
women  present  are  angry  and  leave  the  stage  ! — 
and  finally  goes  so  far  as  to  affirm  that  he  needs 
but  opportunity,  to  seduce  Euryanthe  from  her 
truth  to  Adolar.  Adolar  challenges  him  to  com- 
bat, but  Lysiart  will  only  lay  a  wager,  and  as  this 
proposition  is  finally  accepted,  we  have  here  the 
one  point  of  resemblance  to  the  beautiful  plot  of 
Cymbeline. 

In  the  next  scene  Euryanthe  appears  in  the 
castle  garden  at  Nevers,  singing  a  lively  song  full 
of  longing  for  her  lover.  Some  of  the  songs 
are  truly  beautiful  poetry  ;  and  very  probably  the 
lyric  beauty  of  the  text  hid  its  dramatic  defects 
from  Weber.  Eglantine,  in  love  with  Adolar,  pre- 
tends the  warmest  affection  for  Euryanthe,  and  by 
her  warmly  expressed  sympathy,  draws  in  an  un- 
guarded moment  from  her  a  fearful  secret,  known 
only  to  her  and  Adolar.  On  this  the  whole  thing 
is  to  turn.  Yet  why  this  secret  is  a  secret,  why 
Adolar  should  lay  so  much  stress  upon  it,  and  why 
Euryanthe,  the  moment  she  has  betrayed  it  to  E 
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lantine,  should  be  in  such  agony  about  it,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  whole  drama  to  explain.  The 
whole  strikes  the  spectators  as  an  absurdity.  On 
first  hearing  one  is  highly  wrought  up  at  this 
point,  but  as  nothing  comes  of  it,  worthy  of  the 
great  parade  made  over  it  in  the  first  act,  the  op- 
era suffers  thereby  The  secret  is  simply  this,  and 
Euryanthe  betrays  it  in  answer  to  Eglantine's 
question  why  she  finds  her  at  night  down  among 
the  tombs?  She  and  Adolar,  while  together  for 
the  last  time  before  his  departure  to  the  war,  saw 
by  the  light  of  the  moon  a  figure  approach,  which 
proved  to  be  the  ghost  of  Adolar's  sister  Emma. 
The  ghost  relates  that  she  is  forced  to  wander 
about,  cut  off  from  the  society  of  the  spirit  of  her 
lover  Udo,  who  was  slain  in  battle  ;  because  she, 
in  despair  at  his  death,  swallowed  poison  from  a 
ring,  which  is  buried  with  her,  in  order  to  be 
again  with  him.  She  will  never  be  united  to  Udo 
until  that  ring  "draws  tears  from  innocence  in 
deepest  sorrow,  and  saves  a  murderer  from  death." 
Of  course  this  story  gives  Weber  an  opportunity 
to  show  all  the  resources  of  his  genius  and  skill — 
and  throw  them  away. 

Lysiart  comes  and  finds  that  all  efforts  to  win 
Euryanthe  are  vain.  Eglantine  goes  at  night  to 
the  tomb  and  steals  the  ring  from  the  finger  of  the 
dead  Emma.  Why?  I  do  not  know,  though  she 
thinks  by  some  means  or  other,  through  its  pos- 
session, to  work  upon  Adolar  and  steal  his  affec- 
tions from  his  betrothed. 

In  Act  II.,  while  Lysiart  is  soliloquizing  upon 
his  ill  success.  Eglantine  arrives  from  the  tomb 
with  the  ring,  which  she  exclaims  shall  prove  that 
Euryanthe  has  betrayed  love  and  fidelity.  But 
how?  Lysiart  steps  forth  and  surprises  her.  As 
they  both  have  the  same  end  in  view,  it  is  an  easy 
thing  for  them  to  join  in  a  plot — not  exactly  to 
gain  Adolar's  love  for  Eglantine,  and  Euryanthe's 
for  Lysiart — but  to  destroy  their  happiness,  to  get 
possession  of  Adolar's  castle  and  lands  (through 
the  wager),  and  to  marry  and  live  there  all  their 
days  happily,  as  the  nursery  tales  have  it. 

Lysiart  takes  the  ring  and  next  appears  at  court, 
whither  he  has  conducied  Adolar's  bride.  He  claims 
the  wager  and  shows  the  ring.  Adolar,  like  a 
great  fool  (as  every  spectator  must  feel),  asks  no 
question  of  his  beloved,  but  gives  up  everything 
and  takes  her  off  into  the  woods  to  kill  her,  and 
she,  like  another  great  fool,  follows  without  a 
word  of  explanation,  and  so  this  act  ends. 

The  third  act  opens  in  the  forest.  Adolar  ap- 
pears dressed  from  head  to  foot  in  black  armor. 
Where  under  heaven  did  he  get  it  .'  and  for  what 
purpose  is  it  put  on?  Euryanthe  follows  and 
breaks  silence  with  a  recitative,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  she  has  been  following  Adolar  through 
the  wilds  by  the  glow  of  the  sun  and  by  the  twink- 
ling light  of  the  stars,  until  she  is  now  worn  out. 
He  tells  her  plainly  now  that  he  leads  her  to  death. 
A  duet  follows  in  which  he  upbraids  her  with"  her 
broken  faith — she  utters  no  word  of  apology  or  de- 
fence. He  is  just  on  the  point  of  striking  the  fatal 
blow,  when  she  sees  -an  immense  serpent,  and 
throws  herself  before  her  beloved  to  save  him. 
The  reptile  remains  behind  the  scenes,  whither  he 
goes  to  destroy  it,  and  gives  her  a  chance  to  sing 
an  aria  describing  the  fight.  On  his  return  he  can 
no  longer  think  of  putting  her  to  death,  who  had 
just  risked  her  life  for  him,  and  so  leaves  her.  She 
lies  down  on  a  green  bank  to  die,  and  sings  a  cav- 
atina,  in  which  she  begs  the  flowers,  after  she  is 
dead,  should  he  ever  happen  that  way,  to  tell  him: 
No,  she  never  betrayed  him !  whereupon  the  spec- 
tator involuntarily  mutters,  "You  goose,  why  did 
you  not  tell  him  yourself?" 

The  King  goes  hunting,  and  the  chorus  "The 
sun's  gay  beam"  is  heard  from  the  hunters.  They 
come  in,  find  the  snake  and  a  woman.     The  King 


goes  up  to  her,  she  wakes,  rises — heavens!  Eury- 
anthe !  The  King  speaks  of  her  guilt,  she  spurns 
the  imputation,  and  now  bethinks  herself  to  ac- 
cuse Eglantine.  Of  course  all  turns  out  happily. 
There  is  a  great  scene  where  Lysiart  and  Eglan- 
tine are  to  be  married  and  Adolar  appears.  Ly- 
siart stabs  his  fellow  criminal,  but  Adolar  inter- 
cedes for  him  and  he  is  allowed  to  go.  And  so  in 
this  absurd  manner,  according  to  Adolar  in  the 
finale,  Emma  is  made  blessed  ;  tears  of  innocence 
have  been  drawn  forth  by  the  ring,  and  the  mur- 
derer delivered  from  punishment. 

From  beginning  to  end  Weber  exhausted  all  his 
art  in  instrumentation,  and  I  felt  continually  how 
he  labored  to  surpass  the  Freyschiitz.  The  conse- 
quence is,  that  while  Euryanthe  offers  a  great 
number  of  uncommonly  fine  concert  pieces,  these 
same  pieces  combined  are  not  sufficient  to  bear  up 
against  the  poverty  of  the  plot,  the  weight  of  so 
much  recitative  and  this  constant  overload  of  in- 
strumentation. Johanna  Wagner  was  great  as 
Eglantine,  and  Frau  Koster,  as  Euryanthe, 
formed  an  admirable  contrast  to  her.  If  fine  solo 
singers,  magnificent  decorations  and  scenery,  a 
superb  orchestra  of  over  60  members,  a  thoroughly 
trained  chorus  almost  filling  the  huge  stage,  and 
such  a  ballet  as  we  in  America  have  no  idea  of, 
could  be  sufficient  to  atone  for  the  faults  of  the 
plot,  and  their  evil  influence  upon  the  composer's 
genius,  this  opera  would  necessarily  be  popular 
here — yet  this  is  not  the  case.  It  is  only  given  oc 
casionally,  and  rather  as  a  tribute  to  Weber's 
memory,  and  for  its  historical  interest,  than  be- 
cause of  any  popular  qualities. 

If  I  was  disappointed  in  Euryanthe,  I  was  not 
in  "  Orpheus  and  Eurydice,"  though  written  near- 
ly a  century  ago.  I  have  seldom  been  present  at 
a  performance  with  my  curiosity  so  much  excited. 
I  saw  upon  the  bills  but  three  names  as  solo  sing- 
ers, and  these  all  women  :  Orpheus,  Johanna 
Wagner  ;  Eurydice,  Frau  Koster  ;  Amor,  Frau 
Heeeeneerg-Tuczek.  Choruses  and  ballets  of 
peasantry,  shades,  furies,  blessed  spirits,  and  the 
train  of  Amor  complete  the  programme.  The 
overture,  severe  and  simple  in  style,  but  full  of 
pathos,  of  the  grief  of  Orpheus  at  the  loss  of  Eu- 
rydice, carried  me  along  with  it,  and  fully  pre- 
pared me  for  the  opening  scene.  The  curtain  rose. 
In  the  centre  of  the  stage  a  Grecian  tomb  ;  beyond, 
a  beautiful  grove  with  flowing  waters  ;  around,  a 
chorus  of  Grecian  peasantry,  and  near  the  tomb,  a 
band  of  maidens  in  white  with  garlands.  Upon 
the  steps  of  the  tomb  Orpheus  kneeling,  a  statue 
of  grief  and  sorrow. 

Chorm.—Af  in  these  ."shady  groves, 

Eurydice,  thy  phade 

Still  floats  about  thy  tomb, 
Orplievs. — Eurydice ! 
Chorus,— Ah,  hear  thy  hu^bnnd, 

Henr  liim,  hear  him.  hear  hira, 

Wtin  lives  to  gr-ef  nlone. 
Orpheus. — Eurydice!     &c.,  &c., 

I  know  not  when  I  have  been  more  moved,  save 
in  the  highest  wrought  scenes  of  Fidelia,  than  by  this 
opening  chorus,  as  it  streamed  forth  from  the  stage 
so  simple,  so  pure,  so  tender,  so  imploring;  and  at 
the  very  first  tones  of  Johanna  Wagner's  full,  rich, 
tearful  voice,  as  she  in  agony  called  upon  the  shade 
of  her  lost  one,  a  thrill  passed  through  me  and  my 
eyes  filled.  Yet,  "  what  was  she  to  Hecuba,  or  Hec- 
uba to  her  ?"  After  the  first  chorus,  follows  a  long 
recitative  by  Orpheus,  interrupted  once  by  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  "If  in  these  shady  groves"  &c.  The 
virgins  then  adorn  the  tomb  with  their  garlands, 
strew  the  steps  with  flowers,  and  leave  Orpheus 
alone.  Think  of  what  acting  and  music  are  neces- 
sary now  to  keep  the  attention  and  interest  of  the 
auditor  alive.  Orpheus  occupies  the  stage  alone. 
There  is  no  action  to  "  please  the  groundlings,"  All 
depends  upon  the  power  of  composer  and  actor  to 


enchain  an  audience  by  the  force  with  which  they 
can  depict  sorrow,  grief,  finally  despair.  This  con- 
tinues through:  1,  an  Ariette;  2,  Recitative;  3,  Ari- 
ette ;  4,  a  long  Recitative.  That  Gluck  and  Wagner 
were  equal  to  the  demand  upon  their  genius,  the 
death-like  silence  of  the  large  audience,  their  strained 
attention,  their  forgetfulness  to  applaud,  the  many 
tearful  «yes,  were  proof.  Let  Crawford  throw  his 
statue  into  the  dock,  and  copy  the  Wagner  in  some 
of  her  attitudes !  As  I  think  it  over,  I  know  not 
what  to  admire  most :  the  richness  of  her  voice,  the 
consummate  art  with  which  she  uses  it,  the  nobleness 
of  her  acting,  or  the  severe  Grecian  simplicity  with 
which  she  gave  the  music  of  Gluck,  and  presented 
to  me  the  very  Orpheus,  who  years  ago  so  moved 
my  sympathies  in  Ovid's  Metamorphoses.  And 
here  let  me  remark  that  not  a  defect  in  the  scenery 
could  be  found  in  the  entire  piece.  All  that  the 
learning  of  Germany  can  oflTer  to  render  the  stage 
decorations,  the  costumes,  even  to  the  painted  trees 
and  shrubs,  fully  Grecian,  is  brought  into  play.  I 
was  carried  at  once  back  to  the  days  of  old  mythol- 
ogy ;  Flaxman's  studies  of  Grecian  life  became  liv- 
ing be'ore  me. 

It  was  wonderful  with  what  life  and  nature  the 
grief  of  Orpheus  was  made  to  grow  more  violent, 
and  finally  change  to  despair.  He  ceases  to  lament, 
and  hursts  into  a  furious  invective  against  those  aw- 
ful rulers  of  the  infernal  regions,  to  whose  decree 
the  loss  of  his  beloved  is  owing.  He  draws  a  dagger 
aud  will  end  his  pains  at  a  blow.  ■  His  hand  is  stayed 
by  Amor,  who  makes  known  to  him  the  will  of  the 
Gods,  that  he  may  have  Eurydice  back,  on  condition 
of  not  looking  upon  her  until  he  has  led  her  to  the 
"  upper  air."  In  all  this  half  of  the  first  act  (as 
played  the  other  night)  there  is  but  one  aria,  and 
that  by  Amor,  to  break  the  lengthened  recitative, 
and  yet  I  felt  no  weariness,  no  tedium  ;  and  when 
Orpheus,  after  his  closing  recitative,  retired  and  the 
curtain  fell  upon  an  empty  stage,  no  grand  tableau 
there— like  the  rest  of  the  audience,  I  sat  a  moment 
entranced,  before  a  general  burst  of  applause  called 
out  the  consummate  actress  and  singer  of  that  mag- 
nificently expressive  music. 

Act  II.  opens  with  a  view  of  Tartarus — the  Tar- 
tarus, too,  of  Virgil  and  Ovid — and  off  to  the  right 
is  a  passage  through  which  faintly  stream  the  beams 
of  day,  mingling  strangely  with  the  lurid  light  of 
those  infernal  regions.  A  huge  chorus  of  shades, 
clad  in  ghostly  garments  of  gray,  and  of  furies  fan- 
tastically dressed,  sing,  as  Orpheus  is  seen  slowly 
moving  downward,  in  music  which  made  me  shiver, 
so  cold  and  unearthly  was  it — "  AVho  is  this  mortal 
who  dares  invade  these  realms  of  darkness,  these 
abodes  of  horror !  "  Orpheus  prays  their  pity,  and 
wonderful  indeed  is  the  art  with  which  Gluck  has  so 
written  his  music,  that  we  feel  no  shock  to  our  sense 
of  probability,  when  these  shades  and  furies  relent 
and  grant  a  mortal  the  power  of  passing  through 
their  awful  abodes.  Orpheus  passes  on,  and  there 
while  the  next  scene  is  in  preparation,  follows  a  bal- 
let, a  Dance  of  Furies.  We  had  the  music  but  not 
the  dance,  and  most  powerful  music  it  is  ;  not  "  sound 
and  fury  signifying  nothing,"  but  music  in  which  the 
effect  lies  in  the  depth  of  the  musical  idea.  Liebig 
gave  it  the  other  day  and  it  impressed  me  powerfully. 
The  cloud  which  had  descended  upon  Tartarus  and 
shut  it  from  our  view,  now  rises  ;  a  flood  of  light  now 
banishes  the  darkness,  and  the  Elysium  of  the  poets 
is  before  us.  The  change  from  the  gloom  and  lurid 
horror  of  the  preceding  scene  is  not  greater  than 
that  which  Gluck  makes  us  feel  in  every  note  of  the 
delicious,  though  somewhat  antiquated,  music, 
which  guides  the  crowd  of  nymphs  and  happy  spirits 
in  their  evolutions,  while  Orpheus  expresses  bis  de- 
light at  the  scene,  and  seeks  the  blest  shade  of  Eu- 
rydice. The  chorus  promises  him  her  restoration, 
and  the  act  closes  with  her  appearance  veiled  in  the 
purest  white,  and  their  joy  at  again  meeting. 
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The  third  act  opens  in  a  cedar  forest  in  Elysiiim. 
A  long  but  never  tedious  conversation  follows  be- 
tween the  hero  and  the  heroine,  in  which  he,  not 
daring  to  look  upon  her,  urges  her  to  follow  his  steps 
to  the  light  of  day.  The  same  subject  is  followed 
up  in  the  duet  which  ensues.  She  doubting  that 
he  who  refuses  her  one  look  of  love,  can  be  Orpheus, 
and  finally  if  it  be  he,  she  chooses  to  remain  happy 
in  Elysium  rather  than  return  to  earth  with  one  so 
cold.  The  conviction  that  it  is  he,  and  thus  changed, 
leads  to  a  powerful  aria,  e.xpressive  of  the  agony  of 
being  recalled  to  life  to  suffer  his  supposed  coldness. 
She  begs  but  for  one  look  of  love  !  Erau  Koster 
performed  her  part  in  this  long  and  arduous  scene 
admirably,  but  Wagner  was  magnificent.  One  felt 
that  the  sympathies  of  the  entire  audience  had  gone 
out  for  her,  and  was  _  ready  to  curse  those  gods,  who 
had  forbidden  the  agonized  Orpheus  to  explain  why 
he  might  not  turn  upon  her  one  look  of  love.  At 
length  he  can  bear  it  no  longer.  In  an  evil  moment 
his  firmness  gives  way.  He  has  but  begun  the  ex- 
planation :  "  Eurydice,  the  will  of  Amor  and — "  when 
the  penalty  is  paid :  "  0  thou,  my  husband,  I  feel 
death  '■  "  He  turns,  gives  her  a  look  in  which  love 
and  grief  strive  for  the  mastery,  and  she  dies  in  his 
arms.  A  long  recitative,  ariette,  and  again  a  recita- 
tive follow,  at  the  end  of  which  Amor  once  more 
stays  his  suicidal  hand.  To  prevent  too  tragic  an 
impression  at  the  end  of  the  work,  the  author  of  the 
libretto  has  made  Amor  restore  the  dead  to  life,  and 
the  finale  takes  place  before  the  temple  sacred  to 
Love,  where  Orpheus  and  Eurydice  and  the  chorus 
sing  the  praises  of  the  Goddess.  , 

Is  Johanna  Wagner  really  such  a  great  singer  ? 

I  do  not  know.  I  have  not  the  slightest  idea 
whether  she  can  sing  Eode's  Variations,  and  "Rob- 
ert, Robert"  and  that  sort  of  thing;  I  do  know  that 
she  has  can-ied  me  to  ancient  Greece,  has  showed  me 
the  very  Orpheus  of  the  poets,  and  that  her  full,  rich 
tones,  every  note  filled  with  soul,  have  rendered  the 
recollection  of  all  I  ever  heard,  mean  in  comparison. 

A  dear  friend  told  me  I  must  hear  her  Fidelio.  I 
can  now  imagine  it. 

Dtnlgfjf  0  !lnnraal  nf  Mxm, 
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Christmas!    The  "Messiah." 

This  is  the  season  of  holy  and  happy  thoughts. 
In  the  natural  year,  the  first  "ascending  step  after 
the  days  have  kept  on  shortening  and  nights 
lengthening  downwards  to  the  winter  solstice. 
In  the  spiritual  year,  the  re-greeting  of  the  day- 
spring  from  on  high,  the  anniversary  of  the 
holiest  birth  and  heavenliest  assurance  that  con- 
tinue still  to  animate  and  bless  the  inmost  heart 
and  soul  of  erring,  struggling  and  long  suffering 
Humanity.  The  Christmas  season  calls  us,  in 
celestial  tones  heard  inwardly,  to  look  beyond 
the  clouds  and  cares  and  strifes  of  this  poor 
Present,  and  meet  each'  other  gladly  in  the  light 
of  the  great  hope,  in  which  superficial  difTerenees 
and  fortunes  vanish,  and  we  are  members  of  one 
family  and  children  of  one  Father.  Away  with 
narrowing  creeds  and  theories !  For  utterance 
of  all  this,  for  true  communion  in  it,  we  need 
Music,  which  is  wholly  of  the  heart,  the  instincts 
of  the  immortal  part  of  us,  a  universal  language, 
understood  and  felt  by  all.  And  we  need  Han- 
del's music,  inasmuch  as  he  has  embodied  the 
great  texts  of  the  season  in  an  oratorio,  which 
every  year's  successive  hearing  only  makes  more 
new,  more  eloquent  and  sacred  to  all  hearts. 

^^  — 


Handel's  "  Messiah"  is  announced  in  New  York 
by  the  Harmonic  Society,  for  Monday  evening, 
with  the  aid  of  Badiali  and  Signora  Vietti- 
Veetiprach,  besides  the  principal  native  solo 
talent.  Here  in  Boston  we  have  a  two-fold,  al- 
most a  three-fold  opportunity.  Two  of  them  un- 
fortunately occur  at  once  on  Sunday,  Christmas 
Eve.  In  the  Music  Hall  the  old  Handel  and 
Haydx  Society  revive  their  good  old  custom,  too 
long  discontinued.  They  announce  among  their 
solo  singers,  the  welcome  return  of  Miss  Anna 
Stone,  and  our  lataly  returned  tenore  from 
Florence,  Mr.  Millard. 

At  the  Melodeon,  it  will  be  given  by  the  Men- 
delssohn Choral  Society,  who  last  year  sur- 
prised us  with  the  best  performance  of  the  "  Mes- 
siah" that  we  remembered  to  have  ever  heard. 
The  well  known  completeness  and  efEeiency  of 
their  chorus,  orchestra  and  leaders,  and  the  fine 
array  of  solo  talent,  of  which  we  have  already 
had  a  taste  this  winter,  including  Mr.  Arthur- 
son  and  Mr.  Wetherbee,  Mrs.  Wentworth 
and  Miss  Bothamly,  with  long  and  careful  re- 
hearsal, give  assurance  that  it  will  be  done  at  least 
as  well  this  time.  Their  programme,  too,  includes 
more  numbers  of  the  music  of  this  long  work  than 
it  has  been  customary  to  give  here  in  a  single 
evening  :  —  we  believe  all  but  five  or  six  pieces. 

We  sincerely  regret  that  one  of  these  societies 
did  not  invite  the  other  to  forego  rivalry  and  unite 
forces  upon  this  occasion,  giving  us  one  sublime 
performance  instead  of  leaving  us  distracted  be- 
tween two.  Then  Sunday  and  Monday  evenings 
could  have  been  taken  for  one  continuous  per- 
formance, of  what  never  has  been  heard  here,  the 
entire,  unabridged  "Messiah."  But  failing  this, 
we  wish  that  a  suggestion  in  the  newspapers  had 
been  followed  by  one  of  these  two  bodies,  of  giv- 
ing it  on  Monday  afternoon,  accommodating 
dwellers  in  the  suburbs.  As  it  is,  the  arrange- 
ments of  both  Societies  are  before  our  readers ; 
they  must  choose  according  to  their  own  judg- 
ments, but  by  all  means,  let  none  fail  to  attend 
one. 

On  Monday  evening,  moreover,  the  Musical 
Education  Society  will  give  in  the  Tremont 
Temple,  with  the  aid  of  the  new  organ,  with  well- 
trained  singers  and  Herr  Kreissmann  for  con- 
ductor, and  at  the  cheap  price  of  twenty-five 
cents  per  ticket,  some  good  selections  both  from 
the  "  Messiah,"  and  from  "  Jephtha"  and  "  St. 
Paul." 


Concerts  of  the  Week. 
I.  Musical  Fund  Society. 

The  second  concert  on  Saturday  evening,  was, 
by  universal  consent  of  all  who  were  so  fortunate, 
(or  so  wise),  as  to  be  present,  one  of  the  very 
best  orchestral  concerts  ever  given  in  this  city. 
It  is  really  a  new  era  in  our  domestic  efforts  to- 
wards organizing  regular  supplies  of  great  sym- 
phonic music.  It  is  such  an  orchestra  as  we  may 
have  had  ecpalled  once  or  twice  before  in  num- 
bers, but  in  numbers  only.  In  the  quality,  effi- 
ciency, mutual  adaptedness  and  artistic  blending 
of  its  (iffy  active  members;  in  the  competency  of 
their  conductor,  and  in  the  musical"?pirit  anima- 
ting the  whole,  it  far  exceeds  anything  that  we 
have  heard  except  on  a  much  smaller  scale. — 
Now  we  may  hear  the  grand  symphony  or  over- 
ture, not  only  clearly,  finely  played,  as  by  the 
Germanians,  but  also  set  before  us  in  those  bolder 


proportions  to   which   the   musical   ideas  of  the 
piece  are  by  their  intrinsic  grandeur  entitled. 

The  programme,  too,  this  time  was  very  nearly 
faultless.  The  symphony,  Mozart's  beautiful  one 
in  E  flat,  was  placed  first,  and  enjoyed  with  fresh 
senses,  instead  of  at  the  end  of  a  fatiguing  stretch 
of  solos  as  before  ;  though  by  its  shorter  length, 
its  lighter  and  more  appreciable  character,  rather 
soothingly  fascinating  than  exciting,  it  could  bet- 
ter have  borne  that  place  than  a  work  so  every 
way  original,  so  immense,  and  so  taxing  the  intel- 
lectual volition  of  the  hearer,  as  the  Eroica.  A 
symphony  of  Mozart  isijcertainly  a  very  different 
thing  from  a  symphony  of  Beethoven,  yet  in  its 
way  not  less  enjoyable,  or  less  worthy  to  lend  a 
hand  in  our  initiation  into  the  mysteries  and  divine 
experiences  of  the  tone-world.  Beethoven  speaks 
more  powerfully,  more  deeply  to  our  age,  because 
his  inspirations  arc  more  of  our  age,  more  full  of 
Humanity's  great  struggle  and  prophetic  of  the 
glorious  Future  ;  more  Titanic  in  strength,  more 
intensely  individual  and  original  in  spite  of  the 
traditional  forms  in  which  he  wrought, — with 
which  forms  he  was  too  great  to  quarrel,  but  cul- 
tivated them  to  his  own  best  and  largest  service. 
Mozart  gives  you  the  full  flower  and  perfection  of 
the  form,  which,  whatever  anti-classicists  and  musi- 
cal reformers  of  to-day  may  say,  was  not  an  arbi- 
trary invention,  but  a  true  spontaneous  outgrowth 
in  the  musical  development  and  movement  of 
mankind  ; — a  form  great  enough  to  contain  a 
Beethoven,  the  exception  in  the  last  piece  of  the 
Ninth  Symphony  only  proving  the  rule.  But  they 
are  both,  and  Haydn  likewise,  successive  prophets 
of  one  dispensation,  and  we  need  to  hear  them  all 
to  keep  the  historic  chain  of  this  great  revelation 
whole.  Instead  of  enjoying  Haydn  and  Mo- 
zart less,  we  listen  to  them  with  all  the  greater 
interest  after  Beethoven,  at  the  same  time  that  we 
own  him  greatest. 

In  a  work  of  Mozart  beauty  is  as  infallible, 
and  creative  energy  as  freshly  present  as  in  any 
flower  or  fair  result  of  Nature's  divine  conspiracy 
of  forces.  AVhatever  else  he  may  be,  he  is  always 
beautiful ;  to  which  add  that  glowing  geniality 
and  ideality  that  always  keeps  within  the  reach  of 
human  sympathies,  irradiating  what  is  best  and 
truest  in  the  ends  of  our  blind,  vague  desires  and 
strivings.  Yet  while  in  Mozart's  music  you 
breathe  so  soft  and  sweet  an  atmosphere,  the  very 
May  and  June  of  tenderness  and  gladness,  of 
young  hearts  and  love,  yet  he  is  never  wanting 
strength.  There  is  the  heroic  buoyancy  of  Apol- 
lo, who  slew  Python,  in  his  step.  And  he  can 
conduct  3'ou,  awed  by  the  magnetism  of  his  own 
sincere  awe,  upon  the  borders  of  the  sublime  and 
terrible,  as  in  the  finale  of  Don  Juan,  in  the 
Requiem,  and  in  chance  episodes  and  brief  allu- 
sions in  his  symphonies  and  other  instrumental 
works.  The  E  flat  symphony,  though  perhaps 
next  in  interest  to  that  with  the  fugue  in  C,  and 
to  that  lovely  one  in  G  minor,  has  all  these  char- 
acteristics. The  first  Allegro,  with  Adagio  intro- 
duction, is  energetic  and  impassioned ;  the  An- 
dante sweetly  pleading  and  pathetic,  rising  now 
and  then  to  a  thrilling  climax  of  woe  ;  the  Minuet 
and  Finale  gracefully  gay  and  sunshiny  with  the 
recuperative  power  of  a  genial  nature  that  loves 
life.  These  were  all  finely  rendered  by  Mr. 
Suck's  orchestra,  especially  the  Andante. 

Tlie  First  Part  ended  with  Ernst's  violin  solo 
on  the  well  known  sentimental  melody  from  // 
Pirata,  played  by  Mr.  Schultze.     It  was  rather 
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too  lonfr,  and  in  the  execution  not  one  of  Mr. 
Sclinltze's  happiest  efforts.  His  tone  is  sweet  and 
musical,  his  style  artistic,  and  there  is  a  perva- 
ding firace  and  quiet  fervor  in  what  he  does ; 
but  this  time  (strange  to  say),  there  was  lack  of 
purity  of  intonation  in  some  of  his  more  arduous 
passages,  particularly  the  variation  in  full-chords 
with  harmonics. 

Beethoven's  overture  to  "  Egmont"  was 
played  with  the  fire  and  decision  which  that  elec- 
trifying prelude  to  a  stormy  tragedy,  in  whose  fit- 
ful pauses  you  hear  wails  of  deepest  tenderness, 
requires.  It  is  one  of  the  most  unique  and  pas- 
sion-fraught of  overtures;  full  of  humanity  and 
love,  of  terror,  mystery  and  fate.  How  the  co- 
lossus stamps  and  thunders  forth  its  meaning! 
May  we  not  soon  hear  also  his  Overture  to  "  Corio- 
lanus,"  a  work  in  a  kindred  vein,  and  which  is  as 
perfect  a  musical  re.fume' of  the  essential  spirit  of 
Shakspeare's  tragedy,  as  this  is  of  Goethe's ! 

The  Trio  for  French-horns,  (how  expressive 
the  German  name,  Wald,  or  forest,  horns !)  by 
Messrs.  Rudolphben,  H.  Fries  and  Kltjge, 
was  a  piece  of  execution  better  than  anything  of 
the  kind  that  we  remember,  and  worthy  to  be 
classed  with  virtuosity  like  that  of  Jullien's  solo 
players.  Such  purity  and  smoothness  of  tone, 
such  ready,  free  and  rapid  utterance  we  had 
scarcely  credited  to  these  commonly  not  very  glib 
or  loquacious  instruments.  The  piece  itself,  how- 
ever, was  rather  out  of  character  for  horns,  whose 
best  virtue  resides  in  the  orchestra,  in  the  mellow 
lif  ht  which  they  pour  in  as  it  were  from  the  back- 
ground of  the  picture,  warming  the  whole,  rather 
than  in  these  artificial  variations  and  exceptional 
caperings  in  the  foreground.  Yet  it  displayed  a 
reserved  fund  of  executive  force  in  the  perform- 
ers, which  makes  one  always  sure  of  them  in 
their  orchestral  function. 

The  exquisite  Andante  from  Beethoven's  Sec- 
ond Symphony  was  the  triumph  of  the  evening. 
We  do  not  remember  any  rendering  of  it,  either 
by  smaller  orchestra  or  Jullien's  great  one,  that 
"ave  us  so  clear  a  perception  of  all  its  beauties, 
and  of  the  force  of  each  instrument,  each  inter- 
twining part  in  the  continuous  logical  develop- 
ment of  its  one  complex  and  consistent  thought. 
It  rivetted  and  charmed  the  audience,  and  was 
relished  even  better  on  a  repetition  quite  unan- 
imously called  for.  It  was  followed  by  an  orches- 
tral arrangement  from  one  of  Mendelssohn's 
well  known  six  two-part  songs,  "  Greeting,"  two 
trumpets  singing  the  melody,  though  taking  it  up 
at  first  with  rather  an  "  ambiguous  sound."  Ros- 
sini's brilliant  overture  to  "  William  Tell  "  made 
an  inspiriting  and  triumphant  close.  The  render- 
ing was  in  the  main  good,  bating  one  or  two  acci- 
dents, but  left  room  for  improvement.  The 
'cellos  and  violas  in  the  cool,  Swiss-lake  suggest- 
ing prelude,  sketched  in  their  idea  with  life-like 
delicacy. 

Truly  a  delightful  concert !  But  there  is  a  dark 
side  to  our  stor}'.  The  audience  was  scarcely 
larger  than  it  was  the  first  time ;  too  small  to  pay 
the  artists  for  their  trouble  ;  the  artists,  who  have 
shown  every  disposition  to  do  their  best,  to  eschew 
clap-trap,  to  place  a  large  faith  in  the  public,  and 
serve  the  highest  ends  of  musical  Art  by  relying 
on  the  intrinsic  attractions  of  the  best  works  of 
Art.  Shame,  citizens  of  Boston  !  This  is  unwor- 
thy of  your  music-loving  reputation.  Is  it  hard 
times  ?  Is  it  the  rival  attractions  of  the  new  thea- 
tre ?  Is  it  the  excitement  of  war  news  ?  Is  it  that 
IP 


the  lecture-going  "  notion"  takes  its  turn  of  ascen- 
dancy ?■  Surely  it  cannot  be  that  there  is  any 
lingering  distrust  of  the  Musical  Fund  orchestra 
now.  We  are  inclined  to  attribute  most  influence 
to  the  first  named  cause,  and  confidently  look  to 
the  other  side  of  the  first  of  January  for  the  re- 
action from  a  spell  of  economical  terror,  which 
has  been  making  thousands  cold  and  deaf  to  ge- 
nial appeals  of  Art. 

IT.  Handel  and  Haydn  Society. 
"  Elijah  "  was  given  for  the  third  and  last  time 
by  this  society  on  Sunday  eveninix-  We  thouiht 
it  much  the  best  performance  of  the  three ;  the 
choruses  were  generally  prompt  and  more  spirited, 
besides  that  the  four  parts  were  more  nearly  bal- 
anced in  numbers.  Miss  Twichell  improves 
in  her  contralto  songs;  and  the  voice  of  Mrs. 
Hill,  being  kept  more  carefully  in  tune,  espe- 
cially in  the  Angel  trio,  had  fuller  credit  for  its 
really  agreeable  qualities.  The  manner  in  which 
the  orchestra  gave  that  unique  and  profoundly 
interesting  overture,  and  in  whicTi  it  led  into  the 
chorus :  Help,  Lord ;  the  singing  of  this  chorus, 
and  of  the  second :  Yet  doth  the  Lord,  &e.,  still 
stand  out  in  our  minds  as  the  memorable  glories 
of  these  performances.  Next  to  these  come  the 
choruses :  Thanhs  he  to  God  ;  Be  not  afraid;  and 
He  ivatcheth  over  Israel ;  and  Mr.  Arthurson's 
air:  If  with  all  you  hearts.  We  trust  the  Society, 
after  the  "  Messiah  "  and  the  miscellaneous  con- 
certs they  announce,  will  yet  see  fit  to  bring 
"Elijah"  forth  again,  with  better  solo-singerg, 
and  the  missing  parts  restored.  The  public,  we 
are  sure,  have  appetite  enough  for  it ;  but  we 
have  two  strings  to  our  bow  ;  failing  the  Handel 
and  Haydn,  there  is  another  Society  which  has 
"  Elijah  "  in  preparation  and  which  can  scarcely 
fail  to  steer  clear  of  the  shoals  that  have  been  so 
well  marked  this  time. 

HI.  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. 
The  third  chamber  concert,  Tuesday  evening, 
was  the  best  (so  far)  of  the  season,  as  well  as  the 
most  largely  attended.  The  Chickering  saloon 
was  more  than  full.  Mendelssohn's  second 
Quintet,  (in  B  flat,  op.  87),  one  of  his  most  bril- 
liant and  entertaining  works,  full  of  fancy  and 
variety,  was  played  with  admirable  spirit,  delicacy 
and  fineness.  Certainly  the  Quintette  Club  have 
never  played  so  well  as  they  do  this  winter.  Such 
an  opening  of  the  evening  was  worthy  of  such  a 
close  as  the  great  ninth  Quartet  of  Beethoven, 
in  C,  (the  third  of  op.  59),  a  work  as  great  among 
his  Quartets  (at  least  those  overheard  in  our  coun- 
try) as  his  B  flat  Trio  among  his  Trios.  It  is 
wonderfully  original,  imaginative  and  exciting,  as 
well  as  wonderfully  difficult,  especially  for  the  first 
violin,  which  has  to  shoot  continually  into  the  re- 
gion of  the  very  highest  tones,  where  any  swerv- 
ing from  the  purest  pitch  would  be  most  notice- 
able. We  can  but  congratulate  our  friend  Fries 
upon  the  ease  and  certainty  with  which  he 
kept  his  footing  there.  Like  the  C  minor  Sym- 
phony, this  Quintet  awakes  a  mysterious  interest 
by  the  first  chords  of  the  Introduction,  which, 
keeping  in  the  ambiguous  by-ways  of  diminished 
sevenths,  do  not  for  some  time  betray  the  key- 
note of  the  piece.  The  fugue  in  the  finale,  with 
its  long  and  figurative  theme,  swiftly  and  delicate- 
ly winding  in  and  out  through  all  the  parts,  like 
the  most  intricate  and  exquisite  embroidery,  is 
strangely,  interesting,  and  its  clear  rendering  was 


quite  a  triumph.     The  Club  must  certainly  repeat 
that  Quartet. 

The  original  Quartet  (in  D  minor.  No.  2),  by 
our  young  townsman,  J.  C.  D.  Parker,  given 
(for  the  first  time)  at  the  end  of  the  first  part  of 
the  Concert,  excited  a  very  genuine  interest, 
which  kept  on  increasing  to  the  end.  It  seemed 
to  us  the  best  American  composition  in  classical 
form  that  has  yet  come  to  our  notice.  There  was 
a  clearness,  a  coherency,  and  a  natural  develop- 
ment in  its  movements,  which  we  miss  sometimes 
in  musicians  of  more  notoriety.  Many  of  the 
ideas  were  striking  and  showed  musical  invention. 
They  wear,  to  be  sure,  the  Mendelssohn  complex- 
ion pretty  strongly,  but  are  by  no  means  copies  ; 
but  rather  flowers  sprung  up  from  native  soil, 
under  the  influence  of  that  sun.  The  only  weak 
part  seemed  to  be  (at  least  on  first  hearing),  the 
second  movement  (Adagio).  The  first  move- 
ment, really  the  most  difficult  to  manage  and  the 
great  point  of  art  in  the  Sonata  form,  developed 
strongly  and  clearly,and  carried  the  audience  along 
with  its  discourse ;  only  perhaps  it  was  continued 
a  little  beyond  the  safe  point.  The  Scherzo  was 
the  happiest  of  all,  quite  a  charming  and  unique 
little  whole.  The  Finale  was  interesting  by  the 
number  and  contrast  of  its  ideas,  surprising  you 
once  or  twice  by  a  new  episodical  melody,  where 
you  only  expected  the  resolution  of  a  chain  of 
modulation,  enough  to  remind  you  of  Beethoven. 
Our  friend  has  certainly  shown  talent  of  the  right 
stamp  in  this  effort,  and  must  have  met  encour- 
couragement  in  its  reception. 

Mr.  MiLL.\RD  sang  Beethoven's  Adelaida,  in 
the  Italian  words,  which  are  a  good  version  of 
the  German,  with  much  artistic  style  and  finish, 
plenty  of  light  and  shade,  &c.,  (at  least  so  far  as 
the  rat'aer  too  tame  playing  of  -the  accompani- 
ment allowed),  but  yet  in  a  manner  coldly  Italian. 
Those  passionate  high  notes  came  out  coldly 
eclatant  and  loud  in  his  clear,  fresh  voice ;  and  if 
there  was  the  Italian  impetus  and  energy  of  su- 
perficial feeling,  yet  you  missed  the  deep  and 
spiritual  fervor  of  the  German  music.  The 
French  Romance,  by  Niedermeter,  Adieu 
done,  helle  France,  from  the  opera  Marie  Stuart, 
seemed  mnch  more  in  the  singer's  vein,  was 
beautifully  sung  and  warmly  encored.  Mr. 
WuLF  Fries  played  U  violoncello  solo  by  Rom- 
berg with  his  usual  taste  and  skill. 

IV.  The  Orchestral  Union,  on  Wednes- 
•  day  afternoon,  played  Weber's  Oberon  overture, 

and  the  Adagio  from  Beethoven's  4th  Symphony, 
most  exquisitely.  The  overture  to  Cenerentola 
and  several  light  pieces  made  out  the  programme. 
Next  time,  we  are  told,  we  m.ay  hope  to  hear  that 
Symphony  entire. 

V.  Mr.  S.  H.  Millard's  Concert  on  Thui-s- 

day  evening  we  were  not  able  to  attend.     We 

should  have  liked  much  to  hear  him  sing  again 

that  little  French  chanson  :    Tais  toi,  mon  ca:iir  ; 

and  Mario's  gallant  ballata :  Questa  o  quella,  from 

Verdi's  Rigoletlo;  above  all  the  duet:  Mira  la 

bianca  luna,  from  Rossini's  "  Soirees  Musicales," 

with  Mrs.  Wentworth.     They  sang  other  good 

selections  from  Bellini,  Donizetti,  and  Verdi,  and 

Mile.  Gabrielle  De  Lamotte  contributed  one 

of  the  early  Sonatas  of  Beethoven,  and  the  Mo'ise 

fantasia  by  Thalberg. 

< — ^  I 

The  next  Mustcal  Fund  Concert  will  be  given  a 
fortnight  from  this  evening,  and  will  ofler  peculi.ir  .it- 
tractions.    The  Coriolamis  overture  is  to  be  given,  and 
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a  delicious  symphony  by  Haydn.  Also  a  novelty  in  the 
shape  of  an  original  Cantata,  called  the  "  Pilgrims,"  by 
the  President  of  the  Society,  Mr.  C  C.  Perkins,  -who 
will  also  take  the  conductor's  post  that  evening.  This 
Cantata  is  a  large  work,  with  overture,  grand  choruses, 
(by  volunteers  from  the  Handel  &  Haydn  Society,)  solos 
and  duets  by  Misses  Botiiamly  and  Twiciiell,  Mr. 
Wetherbee,  &c.  The  poem  has  been  written  express- 
ly for  the  work  by  the  distinguished  London  critic,  Hen- 
ry F.  Chokley,  Esq. 


New  Organ. — There  will  be  an  opening,  at  7>2  o'clock 

this  evening,  of  the  grand  organ  in   St.  Paul's  Church, 

just  completed  by  the  Messrs.  Hook.     It  is  said  to  be 

nearly  equal  in  contents  to  the  Tremont  Temple  organ. 

Mr.  WiLLCOX  will  play  selections  from  Btich,  Handel, 

Mozart,  Mendelssohn,  &c.  and  some  solo  and  choir  pieces 

will  be  sung. 

1    ^    I 

Lectures  on  Art. — It  is  a  long  time  since  we  have 
heard  anything  more  interesting  and  thought-stimulating 
in  the  way  of  lectures,  or  more  profoundly  suggestive  of 
a  true  philosophy  of  Art,  than  two  lectures  delivered 
this  week  by  BIr.  C-  H.  Goddard,  of  Cincinnati.  Mr, 
G.  is  a  young  man,  who  thinks  for  himself  and  tliinks 
deeply  into  his  subject;  he  uses  language  with  a  rare 
metaphysical  exactness;  fascinates  j'ou  by  the  clearness 
of  his  statements;  abounds  in  happy  and  unique  illustra- 
tion; and  inspires  by  the  high  mark  and  spirituality  of 
his  leading  thought.  We  trust  he  will  repeat  these  lec- 
tures to  a  larger  audience;  for  seldom  has  a  lecturer 
given  more  pleasure  to  the  intelligent  few  who  heard 
him.  He  is  to  lecture  again  soon,  on  Milton's  "  Paradise 
Lost."  The  best-informed  in  Cincinnati  speak  in  the 
higliest  terms  of  this  course,  as  well  as  of  that  already 
given  here. 

SPECIAL  CAHD. 
TO  MUSIC  DEALERS  AlVD  TEACHERS. 

The  uDdersigned  publishes  upwards  of  three  hundred  Mu.si- 
c;inVork'*,compririiDg  Instrurtion  Hookfi,  Primers,  Catechisms, 
Studies,  Esercipes  and  collections  of  Music  for  the  Pianoforte, 
Organ,  Melodeon,  Guitar,  Harp,  Flute,  Violin,  Violonrtllo,  Ac- 
corJeon,  Fife,  Clarinet,  Flageolet,  and  all  brass  instrumenta. 
Methods  for  the  voice,  and  the  best  worka  on  Ilunnony  and 
Thorough  Bass. 

Among  these  are  Bertini's  complete  and  abridged  Piano 
Method,  Hun  ten's  do.  A.E.  Miiller's  do.  revised  by  Julius  Knorr, 
the  very  best  book,  and  admitted  to  be  auch  by  all  the  leading 
professois  of  Music.  Schneider's  Organ  School,  Lablache's  Me- 
thod tor  the  Voice,  Carulli,  Curtis's  and  Carcassi's  Guitar,  Ilom- 
berg'a  Violoncello,  Spohr's  Violin,  Wragg  and  Berbiguier's 
Flute,  Weber's  Musical  composition,  popular  Melodies  for 
Bands,  printed  on  cards,  Moore's  Irish  Melodies.  All  the  popu- 
lar Operas,  Oratorios  and  Massea. 

In  addition  to  these  books,  O.  D.,  also  publishes  over  twelve 
thousand  different  pieces  of  Sheet  Music,  embracing  every  pos- 
sible variety,  to  which  new  music  is  being  added  daily. 

Unusually  advaotageous  facilities  enable  the  proprietor  to 
furnish  the  works  of  other  publishers  at  liberal  prices,  and  the 
attention  of  Music  Dealers  and  Teachers  is  respectfully  solicit- 
ed to  many  advantages  to  be  derived  by  them  in  trade  with  this 
establishment.  Catalogues  and  trade  lists  forwarded  by  mall 
on  application. 

OLIVER  DITSON,  115  Washington  st.  Boston. 

YOUNG  UBIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL 

Rooms  in  connection  with  Mr.  E.  A.  Bearaan's  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No.  23  Temple  Place. 

E.  R.  BI^AIVCHARD,   Teacher. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

KESIDENCE,  24  WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  rfafl  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  p:irticuliirly  adapi-ed  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  th«  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  with  first  principles  and  pro- 
eeedJDg  upwards,  by  regular  and  successive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  difUcult  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terras,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  which  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Webb  &  Co,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  Blanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hon  rs  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  Inatraction  in 
Bchools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Youn^  Ladies'  Vocal  Music  School,we  moat  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,        Geo.  J.  Wedb,  F.  F.  Muller, 

Geo.  F.  Root,  B.  F.  Baker. 

Sept  30  tf 

A  CARD. Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  appHcations  to  furnish  music  (duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  yiolin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 


CONCERTS. 


TIE  MEPELSSOHN  CHORAL  SOCIETY 

Of  Boston,   most  respectfully  announce 

HANDEL'S  SACKED  OUATOUIO, 

TIEI^S     3VE  :E;  ®  !S  X  j^  I^  , 

rOR  PERFORMANCE 

On  Christmas  Eve,  Sunday,  Dec.  24th,  1854, 

AT    THE     MELODETON. 

The  preliminary  arrangements  for  this  performance  were 
commenced  by  the  Government  of  the  Society  in  Augiisi  lasi^ 
by  the  engacement  of  the  best  resident  talent  for  the  Solo  de- 
partment, and  without  the  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  any 
other  Society  to  perform  it  upon  the  same  e-^eninu; ;  and  fur- 
thermore, as  ia  believed,  in  advance  of  any  arrangements  on 
their  part  to  that  end.  The  rehearsals  have  been  coiitinued 
during  the  season,  with  a  view  to  make  thi.^  performance  wor- 
thy the  patronage  of  their  friends  and  the  public. 

The  following  talent  will  be  combined^  viz : 
Tl&e  full  Ciioir  of  tlie  Society, 

J.  Q.  WETHERBEE,  Chorus  Master. 
A  complete  Orcliesfra  of  33  nieinlier.s, 

CARL  GARTNER,  Leader. 
Mrs-  E.  A.  WENTWOTtTH  and  Miss  S.'bOTHAMLY,  Soprani. 
Mrs.  JULTA  MESTON.  Alto. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  AHTHURSON.  Tenore. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  WETHERBEE,    Basso. 

Mr.  W.  R.  BABCOCK,  Organist. 
The  whole  under  the  direction  nf 

Herr  H.  Eckhardt,  Conductor. 

[t^Performance  to  commence  at  6J^^  o'clock. 

DTT' Tickets  at  50  cents  each  may  be  obtained  at  the  music 
stores  of  Messrs  Richardson,  Wade,  Keed,  and  Ditson  ;  and  on 
the  day  of  performance  at  the  Revere,  Tremont,  Mlnthrop. 
Adams  and  American  Houses.  Also  at  the  door  on  Christmas 
eve.  M.  N.  BOYDEN,  Sec'y. 

ET^FINAL  REHEARSAL  vrith  Orchestra,  at  the  Melodeon, 
on  Saturday  evening,  Dec.  23,  at  7  o'clock.    Tickets  25  cents. 

HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY. 

Fourth  Concert  of  the  Sesies. 

HandePs  Oratorio  of 

THE    MESSIAH,' 

Will  be  performed  by  the  Society 

On  Sunday  Evening,  December  24th, 

(CHRISTMAS  EVE,) 

AT   THE 

BOSTON    MUSIC    HALL, 

On  which  occasion  the  following  Vocalists  will  appear: 

MISS    ANIVA    STONE, 

MR.    S.    HARRISON    MtLLARD, 

MR.  AIKEN, 

MISS  TWICHELL, 

MISS  UESSELTINE, 

MISS  PUFFER,  and 

MRS.  WOOD. 

Conductoi: CARL  ZERRAHN. 

Organist  and  Pianist F,  F.  MULLER. 

Doors  open  at  6— Performance  to  commence  at  7  o'clock. 

Tickets,  at  50  cents  each  are  for  sale  at  the  principal  Hotels 
and  Music  Stores,  and  at  the  door  on  the  evening  of  the  per- 
formance. 

Books  containing  the  music  of  the  principal  Gems  of  the 
Oratorio,  may  be  had  at  the  door  on  the  evening  of  perfor- 
mance. 

The  first  Concert  of  this  Society  was  given  at  the  Stone  Cha- 
pel, December  25,  1815,— Airs  and  Choruses  from  the  Messiah 
composing  the  principal  part  of  the  performance.  Since  which 
more  than  seventy  concerts  have  been  given,  at  which  parts 
of  the  Me.^siah  were  performed,  and  more  than  twenty  of  which 
were  given  on  the  Sunday  evenings  nearest  Christmas. 

H.  L.  HAZELTON,  Secret-ary. 

MUSICAL  EDUCATION  SOCIETY. 

GRAND    MISCELLANEOUS    COlSrCERT ! 
THE  THIRD  of  the  SERIES  AVILL  BE  GIVEN  IN 

TREMONT  TEMPLE, 
On  Christmas  Evening,  Monday,  Dec.  25th. 

Commencing  at  7,^3  o'clock. 

The  Programme  will  embrace  the  principal  Airs  and  Choruses 
from  me  MESSIAH,  ST.  PAUL,  and  JEt»HTHA,  with  selec- 
tions from  other  work-s  of  merit. 

A.  KREISSMANN, Conductor. 

F.  F.  MULLER, Organist  and  Pianist. 

Tickets  to  be  obtained  at  the  door,  at  25  cents  each. 

JAMES  D.  KENT,  Sec'y. 


AFTERNOON  CONCERTS. 
THE     ORCHESTRAL     UN 


ON, 


O  RCHESTRAL 

AT  THE 

BOSTON   MUSIC   HALL. 

Every  Wednesday,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

And  continue  through  the  season. 
CARL  ZERRAHN. Conductor. 

Single  tickets,  26  cts  :  Packages  of  6  tickets,  SI :  for  sale  at 
the  music  stores  and  at  the  door.  Nov  23 


NO  3  LA  GRANGE  PLACE,  ROSTON. 

Having  resided  thirteen  years  in  Europe  with  a  view  of  adap- 
ting the  Italian  style  of  Singing  to  the  Eni'liwh  voice,  and  of 
remedying  weakiuss  of  the  voice,  and  thoroughly  correcting 
har.«h,  guttural,  nasal,  or  other  unpleasant  peculiarities,  pro- 
poses to  give  lessons  on  the  Voice,  and  iu  Singing,  in  I  lie  Italian 
French,  and  English  Languages. 

Many  who  have  spent  years  of  severe  study  to  attnin  musical 
excellence,  after  struggling  to  conquer  some  guttunl,  nasal,  or 
other  unpleasant  mannerism,  abandon  the  pursuit  from  the  be- 
lief that  they  are  rifflicied  with  a  natural  defectiveness:  when, 
with  a  fractional  part  of  the  application  which  they  bestow  on 
tlie  other  branches  of  their  musical  education,  and  with  much 
less  physical  effort  (if  properly  directed)  than  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  use,  their  voices  might  be  rendered  comparative- 
ly beautiful. 

To  singers  of  eminence  he  would  say,  with  a  just  appreciation 
of  their  high  attainments,  that  a  hne.f  practical  examination  of 
his  system  will  convince  the  most  fceptical,  that  hi*  c;in  .Ttford 
them  such  assistance  in  beautifying  the  voice,  as  might  delight 
the  most  fastidious. 

"  Being  acquainted  with  the  course  of  vocal  discipline  pursued 
by  Mr.  \V.  J.  l*AitKBRBON  in  forming  and  developing  the  voice, 
I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  my  testimony  to  its  excellence  ;  be- 
lieving it  to  be  far  preferable  to  any  other  method  known  to  me.' 

GEO.  J.  WEBB. 

Boston,  Oct.  7, 1854." 

[CF"  Terms,  ©50  per  quarter. 

F  .    F  .     M  U  L  L  E  K , 

DIRECTOR  OP  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old   South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  HandeX  &  Haydn 

Societj',  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  No,  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 

Sept  16  3m 

WILLIAM   BERGER, 
PubUsl&er  an<l  loiiporter  of  Music, 

No.  82  "West  4tli  Street,  Ciacinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on   hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MUSIC,   for  sale   at  Eastern   prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.     A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
tC^  Catalogues.sent  gratis  by  maiL  Aug26 

FRENCH  LANGUAGE. 

BIr.  DE  I.AMOTTE,  from  Paris,  begs  leave  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion to  pupils  in  classes,  or  private  lessons,  during  the  ensuing 
winter,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  55  Hancock 
street.  0  21    3m 


MR.  S.  HARRISON  MILLARD, 

Begs  to  inform  the  musical  public  of  Boston  that  he  is  now 

prepared  to  receive  pupils  in 

Italian  and  EnglisU  Vocal  zaton. 

Classes  will  be  formed  on  the  principle  of  the  Conservatoire 
£i  Paris. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  English  Oratorio  singing. 

Classes  for  the  study  of  the  Italian  language  will  also  be 
formed. 

Residence,  G  Tyler  Street. 

Mb.    J.  Q.    WETHERBEE, 

(BASSO  CANTANTE,) 
No.  18  TREMONT  TEMPIiB,   BOSTON. 

MR.  AUGUST  PRIES. 

Respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  former  pupils,  that  he 
again  is  prepared  to  receive 
ADVANCED  PIANISTS  AS  PUPILS,  - 
to  accompany  them  with  the  Violin  in  Sonatas,  Duo  concer- 
TANTE,  Solos,  &c.      Applications  sent  to  7  Winthrop  Place, 
will  be  promptly  attended  to.  oct  14    3ra 

SONGS  WITHOUT  WORBS. 

MENDELSSOHN'S  SONGS  WITHOUT  WORDS,  (Lieder 
ohne  \V^orte,)  have  just  been  issued  in  one  elegant  volume, 
bound  in  cloth,  embossed  and  lettered.     Price  S3. 

Published  by         Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washington  St. 

Respectfully  announce  to  the  musical  public  of  Boston  and 
Ticinity  that  they  are  prepared  to  accept  engagements  for 

PRIVATE  MUSICAL  PARTIES. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Club  to  give  but  few  public  concerts 
out  of  Boston  this  season  ;  and  as  many  of  their  friends  may 
feel  the  need  of  their  accustomed  entertainment,  the  Club  will 
be  happy  to  receive  propositions  for  series  of  Parlor  Concerts 
similar  to  tho.se  now  gi-ven  in  Cambridge,  New  Bedford,  Milton, 
etc.  THOS.  RYAN,  Sec'y,  19  Franklin  St.  Boston. 

SIGNOR  COREL1.1  begs  leave  to  announce  that  he 
has  commenced  Morning  and  Afternoon  Classes  for  the  in- 
struction of  Young  Ladies  in  SOLFEGGIO,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Messrs.  CuiCKERiNa,on  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 

For  the  convenience  of  those  att^ending  schools,  the  afteraoou 
classes  from  4  to  5. 

Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

Signor  Corelli  has  removed  to  No  47  Hancock  Stri^fit,  where 
henceforth  he  may  be  addressed  ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
at  the  Messrs.  Chickering's  Rooms.  Sept  9 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


NOW    READY, 

THE   GEEAT   WORK   OE   THE   YEAE, 

MOORE-S 

OF 

A  work  Tvliicli  has  cost  the  intlefatigable  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished celebrities  in  the  musical  world.  This  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  but  to 
every  amateur,  is  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octaTO  toI- 
ume,  of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  tlie  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4000    MUSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  dietinguisLed  Composers  and  Performers 
Tvlio  have  ever  lived. 

A  Complete  Bictionavy  of  over 

5000    MUSICAL,   TERMS, 

With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIENCE    OP    MUSIC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  the  da^es  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.     Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOROUGH  BASS,  &c.  &c. 

A  BooSi  iBifeiBcIed  to  cover  Oae  wliole 
ofi"  MiBSBCJti  Scieaice. 

JOHN  P.   JBWETT   &   CO, 
PUBLISHERS,       . 

July  29  E  O  S  T  O  IV  . 

8IGWOR  AXJGUSTO  EENDELARI,  Professor  of 
Musin,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  te;ich  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  great 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augusto  Bendelari,  at  the 
Wiiithrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &.  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

REFERENCES. 


Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop, 
Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq. 
Sept  9 


Samuel  G.  Ward.  Esq. 
John  S.  Dwight,'Esq, 


MR.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing.  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

References— B.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C.Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACHER.  OF  TUE  PIA^SO  A"XB  Sl?iGl"?i$i. 

Residence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 

Reference^  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esii.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHEK     ©F     MUSIC, 
365  "WasStiiigtom  Street,  Boston. 

Crei'in^nla  Serenade  Sand. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E  TELTOW,  Agrnt. 
iil4tf  30  Fayette  Street. 

CHICKEIlINa   &    SONS, 

MANDFACIURERS  OP 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


uS^ 


i;VARER©OMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr29  BOSTON.  tf 


mow    READY: 
Third  and  Cheap  Edition  of  the 

MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PMO-FORTE, 

BY  NA.TIJAJSr  RICHARDSON. 

Inasmuch  as  the  demand  for  a  cheaper  edition  of  this  In- 
struction Book  has  been  so  great,  particularly  among  Teachers, 
heads  of  Seminaries,  &c,,  the  publi.'^her  has  been  induced  to 
issue  an  edition  containing  precisely  the  same  matter,  but 
bound  in  a  plainer  style.  This  Jlethod  is  more  complete  and 
systematic  than  any  other  published  in  this  country  or  Europe, 
and  is  now  the  cheapest.  It  is  recommended  by  all  the  first 
Teachers,  as  being  the  Tery  best. 

Price,  in  plain  binding 9?3,00 

In  the  original  style,  full  gilt .S?4,00 

Copies  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  on  the 
receipt  of  the  above  prices. 

PUBLISHED   AT   THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston,  by 
WATHAW  RICHARDSON". 


GEOEGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 
AND     MELODEONS. 

¥/AIliaiiilIi 

No.  3    "WaNTER    STREET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

W AREA N TED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Dec  9  3m 

A.    W.    FRENZEL 

Will  resume  his 

IXSTS-UGTIOTNT    O:^    XHE    I?rAjX"0«FOKTE, 

On  or  before  October  1st. 

Order.?  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Co. 
N.  Richardson,  or  E  H.  Wade.  Aug26 

INSTRUCTION  IN  ITALIAN. 

MR,  IjUIG^I  MONTI,  Instructor  in  Italian  at  Harvard 
UnivLTsicy,  will  give  private  lessons  in  the  city. 
Address  at  the  Winthrop  House.  Oct  7    3m 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE     GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

THE   ENTIRE  AXD   INIMITABLE  ALLEGOBY   OF 

THE    riLGRIM^S    PROGRESS^ 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  pa?sed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  human  genins. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  Piiblislier. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  is  the  only  authorized  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  -  Nov.  12. 

G.   ANDR^   &.   CO.'S 

3g£|)ot   of    ^orci^n    aitlj    JSom£.5tu    ^nsit, 

19  s.  ninth  street,  above  chestnut, 

(East  side,)  PHILADELPHIA. 

IHT^A  catalogue  of  our  stock  of  Foreign  Music,  and  of  our 
own  Publications,  has  just  been  published.  Music  and  Music 
Books  imported  to  order,  as  heretofore,  from  Germany,  Italy, 
France  and  England. 

OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  bo  addressed  at  the 
Winthrop  House.  Terms  : — ^60  per  quarter  of  24  leasons, 
two  a  week  ;  SBSO  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 

Mk.    THOBIAS    RYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  pupils  that  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  season,  and  is  prepared  to  give  instruction 
on  the  PIANO,  FLUTE.  CLARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
THOKOUGH  BASS.  Applications  may  be  made  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  19  Franklin  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  music  store. 
Sept  16 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-FOKTE,  and  in  the  Tueory.of  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


MANUFACTURED   BY 

MASON     &,     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  us.  We  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Finish. 
Our  prices  vary  from  860  to  S175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument,  liecommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Bradburt,  George  F.  Root,  L.  H  Soutuard, 
Edwin  Bruce,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

[C/^The  opinions  of  the  above  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

HENRY  iMASON.       1  MASON  &   HAMIjIW, 

EMMONS  HAMLIN.  J  Cambridge  St.  (cor.  of  Charles,)  Boston,  Jils. 
Oct  28    6m  (Directly  in  frontof  the  Jail.j 

CARL    GARTNER, 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 

May  be  found  at  No.  20  Dover  Street,  every  forenoon  between 
9  and  10.  Oc  14 

LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELLO. 
HENRI  JimGNICKEL 

Will  receive  pupils  on  the  Violoncello.    Address  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  67  Warren  Street.  Oc  14 

MR.   GUSTAV  KREBS, 

MEMBER  OF  THE  llEXDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB, 

Begs  leave  to  inform  the  public  tliat  he  is  prepared  to  give 

instruction  on  the 

FLUTE,    VIOLIN    AND    PIANO. 

DI?=  Applications  made  at  No.  17  Franklin  Place  will  receive 
prompt  attention.  Oc  14 

MANUEL  PENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-KOOM,  No.  17  Grat's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

Rtferences. 

Messrs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jeweit,  Geo.  Puncharh,  Boston. 

Messrs.  George  Peabodt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

PIANIST  AND   TEACHER   OF  MUSIC, 

OFFEIIS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  IIicharpson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

REFERENCEa:— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  S3  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  IS. 

CARL    ZERRAHN, 

Coiidlictor  of  tlie    Handel  &  Haydii   Society, 

Conductor  of  the  Orchestral  Union,  and 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  his  OFFICE  in  E.  H.  Wade's  music  store, 
or  at  his  residence,  U.  S.  Hotel.  Dec  23    6t 


PEINCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  variety,  from  S4.5  to  S?loO,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 

a.   p.   REED   &  Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sole  Agents  for  Prince  §•  Co. '5  Melodeons. 
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Translated,  for  this  Journal. 

The  Violin  Quartet, 

Br  A.  ODLIDIOHEFF. 

We  very  often  bear  or  read  the  assertion,  that 
nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to  write  a  Quartet; 
that  the  Quartet  is  the  touchstone  of  the  com- 
poser's linowledge.  This  remark  needs  no  proof 
with  educated  musicians ;  but  with  those  who  are 
not  so  sufficiently,  it  must  lose  somewhat  in 
weight  of  evidence ;  and  to  most  persons  there 
must  be  a  kind  of  contradiction  in  the  statement. 
Why  should  a  maestro,  who  knows  how  to  com- 
bine twenty  vocal  and  instrumental  parts  in  one 
piece  with  grand  orchestra,  not  succeed  in  man- 
aging four  parts  in  a  Quartet  ?     The  answer  to 


this  question  requires  an  explanation  of  the  ne- 
cessary conditions  of  this  kind  of  music 

Before  all  we  hold  it  necessary  to  fix,  as  accur- 
ately as  possible,  the  idea  of  a  Quartet,  as  the 
expression  is  to  be  understood  in  this  case,  since 
it  is  also  used  in  many  other  very  different  cases. 
In  the  opera,  for  instance,  the  combination  of 
four  voice-parts  is  called  a  Quartet ;  so  too  a  cer- 
tain number  of  parts  in  an  orchestra.  This 
name  is  also  given  to  a  piece  composed  for  the 
piano  and  three  other  instruments.  But  when 
the  piano  alone  is  played  to  three  or  four  parts, 
the  result  is  not  a  Quartet,  but  something  more. 
Hence  we  begin  with  recognizing  the  fact,  that  a 
true  Quartet  never  has  more  than  four  parts. 

But  will  this  definition  suffice  to  fi.x  it  as  an 
independent,  self-subsistent  kind,  or  genus  ?  Let 
us  try  it.  We  entrust  the  tune  to  one  prominent 
or  principal  voice,  and  fill  out  the  chords  with 
the  other  three :  then  it  is  an  air,  a  song,  a  sort  of 
melody,  or  a  fantasia,  a  set  of  variations,  or  what 
not,  with  an  accompaniment  of  three  instruments. 
Distribute  the  principal  melody,  so  that  each 
voice  shall  become  prominent  in  its  turn,  and 
you  have  a  "  Grand  Concerto,"  or  a  Sinfonia  Con- 
certante  in  little.  But  one  is  not  contented  with 
that ;  one  understands  also  how  to  paint  the  pas- 
sions. Through  the  creative  breath  of  genius, 
love  and  hatred,  joy  or  despair,  animate  four  ma- 
chines of  well-sounding  wood.  The  violin  utters 
a  pathetic  cry  ;  the  viola  sighs  and  groans  ;  fhe 
violoncello  lifts  its  eyes  wet  with  tears  to  heaven. 
Excellent !  Now  we  have  the  dramatic  instru- 
mental Quartet  ;"*  that  is  to  say,  the  Opera,  sans 
action,  sans  words,  sans  singers  and  sans  orches- 
tra ;  in  other  words  we  have  the  frog  that  wants 
to  swell  himself  up  into  an  ox. 

Thus  in  all  of  these  ways  we  get  nothing  but 
an  instrument  in  the  place  of  the  human  voice, 
or  a  piece  of  concerted  music  in  miniature,  or  a 
very  imperfect  substitute  for  theatre  music;  a 
subordinate  kind  consequently,  an  imitation, 
which  one  is  sometimes  glad  to  have  in  the  want 
of  the  original.  But  the  true  Quartet  must  form 
a  distinct  and  independent  branch  from  great 
instrumental  music ;  it  must  exist  from  itself  and 
for  itself,  and  not  to  supply  the  place  of  anything 
better  and  more  perfect  than  itself. 

The  Quartet,  as  we  understand  it,  is  impossible 

within  the  limits  of  the  melodic  style ;  otherwise 

its  lot  were  insignificance  in  every  point  of  view. 

It  can  neither  dispense  with  the  application  of  the 

*  Violin  Quartets  with  this  title  have  appeared. 


thematic  nor  of  the  tugued  style.  Here  already 
we  encounter  the  first  difficulty,  which  must 
place  itself  in  the  way  of  more  than  one  famous 
dramatic  composer,  who  does  not  find  it  hard  to 
fill  out  the  staves  of  most  colossal  scores.  It  is 
true  that  good  contrapuntists  have  at  no  time 
been  wanting.  But  is  this  qualification  enough 
for  the  writing  of  a  good  Quartet?  We  think 
not.  In  the  system  of  composition  which  Haydn 
and  Mozart  have  established,  expressive  melo- 
dy is  inseparable  from  counterpoint ;  at  this  day 
there  is  no  longer  any  science  that  would  have 
the  right  to  exclude  from  music  the  melody,  that 
is  its  soul.  One  must  know  how  to  sing,  then,  if  he 
would  make  a  Quartet: — to  sing  as  well,  though 
in  an  altogether  different  way,  as  in  the  Opera ; 
which  is  a  second,  a  far  greater  difficulty  than  the 
first. 

So  far  we  have  applied  to  the  Quartet  only  the 
universal  rules  of  pure  music.  But  there  are 
also  special,  and  as  we  believe,  not  less  important 
and  far  more  difficult  rules  to  be  observed,  with- 
out which  the  Quartet  could  not  exist  as  an  inde- 
pendent kind.  By  what  shall  we  distinguish  it 
from  the  Quintet,  Sextet,  Septet  and  Symphony 
with  grand  orchestra  ?  By  the  number  of  in- 
struments, you  will  tell  me.  But  if  this  were  all 
the  distinction,  then  the  Quartet  would  serve  as 
a  substitute  for  the  Symphony  and  for  every  in- 
strumental composition  of  more  than  four  parts, 
as  we  have  seen  it  in  other  cases  supply  the  place 
of  theatre  and  concert  music.  Under  what 
claims,  then,  do  we  establish  its  independence  ? 
These  claims  are  the  following : 

Between  musical  thoughts  and  the  material 
means  required  to  reproduce  them  and  present 
them  with  the  best  advantage  to  the  hearing, 
there  exists  a  natural  relation,  easily  apprehended 
by  connoisseurs.  Such  or  such  a  thought  may 
be  satisfactorily  rendered  on  the  keys  of  a  piano, 
or  on  the  neck  of  a  guitar,  whereas  more  sound 
would  injure  it.  Another  thought  requires  the 
full  support  of  orchestra  and  chorus.  Four  hun- 
dred musicians,  nay  a  thousand,  if  you  will,  were 
not  too  many  to  execute  Handel's  "  Hallelujah," 
or  the  finale  to  the  first  part  of  the  "  Creation." 
In  general,  the  more  the  thoughts  of  the  composer 
have  a  positive  expression,  the  more  will  they 
bring  the  energetic  and  impassioned  feelings  into 
play  ;  the  more  will  they  reproduce  a  lively  image 
of  something  that  admi's  of  definition ;  and  so 
much  the  less  therefore  can  they  dispense  with 
those  material  auxiliaries,  which  melody  and  har- 


(CU 


^ 


.te 


t3a 


fe 


L_ 


(CTK 


^. 


(D) 


98 


DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC, 


mony  find  in  the  numbers  and  various  sonorous 
qualities  of  instruments;  since  the  tonal  power  of 
execution  must  always  stand  in  right  proportion 
to  the  musical  thought,  as  the  tone  of  the  organs 
of  speech  must  to  the  sense  of  tlie  words  spoken. 
Hence  it  follows  that  motives  which  most  approach 
the  character  of  dramatic  music,  are  peculiarly 
"Suited  to  an  Overture  or  Symphony;  and  that,  to 
preserve  the  logical  connection  of  the  thought 
with  the  means  of  execution,  the  composer  must 
gradually  part  with  those  marked  characteristics, 
as  his  material  or  sonorous  means  grow  less ;  so 
that  the  instrumental  Septet  or  Sextet  will  be 
less  positive  than  the  Symphony,  and  the  Quintet 
less  than  the  Sextet. 

Following  this  gradation  in  descending  line, 
the  Quartet  is  the  musical  thought  reduced  to  its 
simplest  expression,  and  limited  to  the  indispen- 
sably necessary  ;  and  not  only  will  it  not  serve, 
in  regard  to  material  effect,  as  a  substitute  for  a 
Symphony,  but  it  stands  by  all  its  psychological 
tendencies  directly  opposed  to  that  form.  The 
Quartet,  we  say,  is  the  composer's  thought  reduced 
to  its  simplest  expression.  With  less  than  four 
voices  we  cannot  fill  out  the  chord,  unless  we 
have  resort  to  arpeggi  and  double-stoppings, 
which  in  the  melodic  style  are  unsatisfactory  aids, 
and  in  the  fugued  style  hardly  worth  the  count- 
ing. The  violin  Duo  and  Trio  make  no  kind  by 
themselves.  There  are  very  fine  ones,  I  know  ; 
but  inasmuch  as  the  addition  of  one  or  two  voices, 
that  is  to  say  a  complete  harmony,  would  have 
made  them  still  finer,  one  sees  nothing  in  them 
but  an  expedient  for  amateurs,  who  are  not  at 
hand  in  sufficient  numbers  to  make  up  a  Quartet. 

The  choice  of  ideas, — that  is  the  most  essential 
and  most  difficult  matter  in  the  kind  of  compo- 
sition which  we  are  now  considering.  The  pro- 
blem for  a  musician,  who  designs  to  compose  a 
Quartet,  consists  in  banishing  from  his  work  every 
dramatic  expression,  above  all,  that  which  exerts 
most  influence  on  the  hearer's  mind  ;  in  avoiding 
the  dazzling  brilliancy  of  the  concert  bravura ; 
in  singing  in  a  certain  way,  without  reminding  us 
of  the  singer ;  in  moving  in  themes  of  the  least 
definable  and  most  abstract  psychological  charac- 
ter (for  such  according  to  our  theory  must  be  se- 
lected) and  yet  interesting  us  most  deeply  in  the 
work,  and  satisfying  us  to  such  a  pitch  that  no 
wish  more  remains,  besides  what  we  are  hearing, 
whether  we  regard  the  music  or  the  means  of  ex- 
ecution. Here  more  than  anywhere  else  is  the 
composer  forced  to  fall  back  upon  his  own  re- 
sources. He  has  not  left  to  him  a  single  one  of 
those  auxiliaries,  which  so  frequently  may  claim 
the  best  part  in  a  work's  success.  In  a  genuine 
Quartet,  too,  the  illusions  of  execution  disappear 
almost  entirely ;  since  the  effect  of  the  musical 
thought,  ever  dependent  on  the  combinations  of 
the  ensemble,  cannot  and  must  not  become  too 
prominent  in  any  one  voice.  The  material  or 
acoustic  effect  is  limited  to  the  outflow  of  four 
homogeneous  instruments.  To  the  eye,  finally, 
there  is  presented  nothing  but  four  players,  sitting 
around  a  table  as  if  at  a  game  of  whist,  and  whom 
you  see  during  their  bars  of  rest  taking  a  pinch 
of  snuff  or  wiping  their  glasses  with  their  pocket 
handkerchiefs,  if  they  do  not  happen  to  be  rub- 
bing their  bows  with  rosin. 

Besides  all  too  positive  and  too  strong  expression, 
one  must  avoid  in  a  Quartet  a  multitude  of  ready 
phrases,  melodic  and  harmonic  common-places, 
familiar  and  sounding  conclusions,  which  are  ad- 


missible in  the  Opera  and  the  Symphony,  where 
all  this  is  appropriate  and  sometimes  with  the  aid 
of  material  results  produces  a  great  effect.  What, 
for  example,  is  the  much  admired  :  Let  there  he 
light!  in  Haydn's  "  Creation  ?"  Nothing  but  the 
full  chord  of  C  major  given  //  by  all  the  orches- 
tra. With  four  instruments  of  the  violin  family, 
this  dazzling  revelation  of  Light  would  shine  no 
brighter  than  a  magic  lantern  ;  it  were  less  than 
nothing,  a  complete  failure. 

[To  be  continued.] 


For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 

Harmony  of  Tone. 

[Concluded  from  last  week.] 

This  indicates  that  Tact-music  is  in  conformity 
with  the  prevailing  national  taste ;  and  as  this  is 
the  lowest  or  elementary  condition  of  the  science,  . 
the  inference  follows  that  we  are  yet  far  from 
having  reached  even  a  point  of  mediocrity.  In 
imputing  this  characteristic,  however,  to  our  peo- 
ple, wo  must  be  understood  as  letting  it  fall  upon 
the  promiscuous  mass.  If  we  could  visit  every 
domicile  where  true  refinement  holds  its  quiet 
sway,  where  dilettantism  has  its  little,  select,  un- 
assuming conclave  of  genial  spirits,  in  whom  the 
transcendent  love  of  harmony  is  fervent  and  sin- 
cere, we  should  no  doubt  be  enabled  to  make 
revelations  of  the  existence  of  the  highest  grade 
of  musical  culture  among  us.  These  views  fur- 
nish one  of  the  minor  arguments  against  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  speedy  attainment  of  a  national 
school.  We  might  add,  that  we  need  that  strict 
nationality  of  feeling,  in  which  the  whole  mass  of 
the  people  are  blended,  as  we  find  them  in  the 
European  states,  into  one  uniformity  of  coloi'inof. 
Although  we  possess  the  feeling  in  a  requisite 
share  for  the  cultivation  of  music,  yet  we  want 
repose.  Our  very  activity  and  materialism  lead 
us  off  from  the  higher  susceptibilities  of  musical 
emotion,  and  in  the  general  rush  of  enterprise 
the  soul  finds  no  leisure  for  those  awakenings  of 
harmonious  sounds,  which  are  found  amon<r  a 
festive  people  to  be  the  great  intellectual  susten- 
ance of  life  and  its  day  dream. 

We,  further,  need  a  musical  literature  of  na- 
tive growth,  adorned  by  its  galaxy  of  inventive 
genius,  whose  outpourings  should  not  only  re- 
spond to  the  national  heart,  but  should  lay  claim 
to  the  qualities  on  which  the  immortality  of  the 
old  masters  is  founded.  We  cannot  flatter  our- 
selves that  much  pretension  of  this  kind  has,  thus 
far,  sprung  up ;  nor  can  we  expect  the  dawn  of 
great  originality  in  melodious  compositions,  until 
education  becomes  so  far  refined  that  musical  ex- 
ercises shall  be  introduced  into  our  elementary 
schools.  This  will  send  out  the  deepest  roots  of  a 
musical  culture,  and  in  time  huild  up  the  literature 
of  the  Art. 

The  emotional  qualities  of  mind  are  seldom 
sought  out  in  our  popular  educational  systems, 
and  musical  exercfses  are  but  indifferently  regard- 
ed by  those  who  aim  at  the  higher  intellectual  de- 
velopment of  youth,  and  the  infusion  of  a  large 
fund  of  knowledge  and  accomplishment.  How  a 
daily  course  of  exercise  in  the  harmony  of  tone, 
an  early  introduction  to  the  thoughts  of  the 
great  masters,  eschewing  every  form  of  Tact- 
music  as  destructive  of  true  taste,  will  lead  to  the 
most  improved  condition  of  mind,  we  cannot 
readily  define  ;  yet  it  stands  as  an  eloquent  truth, 
and  we  find  that  in  European  schools,  particularly 
those  of  Germany,  not  only  the  first  elements  of 


a  national  musical  education  are  imbibed,  but 
that  this  very  species  of  instruction  imparts  a  tone 
to  the  national  mind. 

It  is  vain  to  suppose  that  our  enthusiasm  for 
the  art  in  question  can  prevail,  that  our  tribute 
to  its  altars  should  become  an  unremitting  duty, 
unless  it  be  first  made  to  constitute  a  part  of.  gen- 
eral education  and  be  incorporated  in  the  plan  of 
all  elementary  schools.  By  this  course,  the 
harmony  of  tone,  as  a  science,  will  find  its  earliest 
birth,,  and  being  thus  awakened  in  youth  and  fos- 
tered into  being  through  all  subsequent  manhood, 
its  attachments  and  associations  will  add  largely 
to  the  poetry  of  American  life. 

Inculcated,  as  it  now  is,  under  a  superficial  sys- 
tem, as  one  of  the  external  graces  of  life,  with  no 
view  whatever  to  the  true  development  of  the 
moral  sense,  it  has  no  visible  influence  on  the 
national  taste.  Much  of  this  is  owing,  unfortu- 
nately, to  the  class  of  composition  instilled  into 
the  pupil  and  the  early  deterioration  of  taste. 
In  this  we  are  happy  in  saying  there  is  a  constant 
amelioration  taking  place,  although  wide  scope  is 
left  for  reform.  Judging  from  the  large  business 
and  immense  sales  of  musical  instruments  in  the 
United  States,  we  must  become  satisfied  that 
devotion  to  musical" study  is  rapidly  spreading 
and  that  its  cultivation  is  becoming  almost  uni- 
versal ;  yet  it  is  not  so  much  the  amount  of  means 
or  extent  of  the  pursuit  in  which  we  are  lacking, 
as  the  quality  of  composition  and  mode  of  instil- 
lation. 

Were  musical  science  actually  cultivated  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  instruments  sold, 
and  were  this  cultivation  rendered  productive,  so 
as  to  carry  out  all  the  intents  and  all  the  influ- 
ences of  the  Euterpean  Art,  exercising  not  mere- 
ly the  purposes  of  artificial  grace,  but  leading  to 
the  higher  end  of  a  true  moral  refinement  and 
feeling,  we  should  undoubtedly  have  more  visible 
fruits.  When  its  study  shall  assume  this  attitude, 
or  when  it  shall  be  placed  in  apposition  to  the 
study  of  general  literature,  in  which  every  one 
who  reads  to  some  extent  can  write,  it  must  be- 
come prolific  in  its  rare  emanations  of  original 
thought  and  emotion.  ,In  the  attribute  of  feeling, 
which  is  its  peculiar  sphere,  we  are  sometimes 
charged,  particularly  by  the  Germans,  with  being 
deficient. 

But  we  have  shown  the  physiological  law  that 
guides  this  quality,  and  we  know,  from  all  the  well 
acknowledged  traits  of  American  enthusiasm, 
that  emotion  burns  within  us.  It  is  simply  the 
defect  of  primary  instruction  and  its  not  being 
interwoven  in  the  texture  of  elementary  educa- 
cation,  that  restrains  our  advancement,  and  ren- 
ders our  soil,  as  yet,  unfertile  in  its  musical  con- 
ception. This  alone  can  promote  a  literature, 
consecrated  to  the  glory  and  beauty  of  the  Lyric 
Art,  and  it  is  the  first  step  towards  the  formation 
of  a  national  school.  All  the  intellectual  quali- 
ties which  bear  npon  our  nationality  must  start 
from  the  bud  of  an  early  training,  and  to  render 
this  effectual  and  operative  we  must  not  trust  to 
all  the  suggestions  of  a  progressive  and  rail-road 
age,  but  go  back  to  Grecian  models. 

The  Grecian  forms  have,  to  some  extent,  been 
introduced  among  us  by  the  foreign  Germans,  as- 
sembling in  festive  multitudes  and  setting  up  their 
shrine  to  the  Muses.  Whether  the  grossness  of  life 
pervades  these  festivities  in  a  greater  degree  than 
it  did  among  the  ancient  Greeks,  we  are  left 
without  data  to  determine,  as  the  gloss  of  age  and 
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the  poetry  that  lend  its  enchantment  to  such  long 
chronicled  scenes,  conceal  all  minor  defects  of 
the  picture.  We  are  confident,  however,  that 
national  Euterpean  festivals  would  conduce,  more 
than  any  other  species  of  anniversary  celebra- 
tion, to  the  refinement  of  the  American  people. 
It  is  a  trait  of  vanity  becoming  too  general,  to'  im- 
agine that  a  progressive  spirit  should  reach  every 
department  of  improvement.  The  genius  of 
American  society  with  all  its  compound  elements, 
is  not  adverse  to  the  introduction  of  the  old  Gre- 
cian forms  in  their  modified  and  modern  applica- 
tion. The  same  Olympian  feeling  yet  animates 
the  living  race  of  man,  and  the  same  desires  and 
ambition  in  the  concurrence  of  talent  are  active 
under  other  manifestations.  The  festive  predispo- 
sition shows  itself  in  every  phase  of  society,  and 
among  our  countrymen  this  might  be  turned  to 
account,  by  the  institution  of  established  Euter- 
pean solemnities,  united  with  the  cultivation  of 
Eloquence  and  Poetry,  and  the  exhibition  of  the 
performances  of  genius  in  the  department  of  the 
Fine  Arts.  That  this  is  not  an  idle  suggestion  but 
really  feasible,  we  must  refer  to  what  we  really  do 
exhibit,  in  the  arts,  and  the  elForts  we  have  but 
recently  made  in  ponderous  musical  attempts. 
Further,  to  effect  these  great  esthetic  purposes, 
we  should  cease  borrowing  old  usages  and  conven- 
tionalism from  a  kindred  Anglo-Saxon  race,  but 
set  up  our  own  nationality  upon  the  basis  of  cos- 
mopolitanism. We  feel  very  sanguine  that  the 
national  musical  festival  already  begun  mii^ht  be 
extended,  so  as  to  become  a  distinguishing  relaxa- 
tion of  our  people  and  minister  to  our  pure  pleas- 
ures, and  that  by  a  union  with  the  sister  arts,  a 
symmetrical  whole  would  be  imparted  to  the  in- 
stitution so  as  to  become  truly  Grecian  in  its  main 
features. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  the 
formation  of  a  national  poesy,  either  in  its  written 
or  lyric  form,  is  that  remarkable  historic  event 
which  sets  us  down  as  a  complete  and  fully  de- 
veloped nation,  endowed  with  the  accessories  of 
wealth  and  the  corrupting  influences  of  luxury. 
A  truly  national  poesy  is  built  upon  the  material 
furnished  by  the  pastoral  and  unsophisticated 
portion  of  the  nation,  and  an  artificial  state  of 
society  seems  fatal  to  the  genuine  poetry  of 
life  and  to  all  that  consitutes  a  naive  prose  fic- 
tion. 

All  modern  fiction,  essentially  national,  will, 
we  think,  be  found  to  flow  from  this  fountain  ;  for 
here  the  emotions  are  unchecked  and  the  heart 
is  unveiled.  To  this  cause  we  must  in  a  great 
measure  trace  the  growing  nationality  of  Negro 
Minstrelsy  and  Negro  literature,  they  being  the 
only  portion  of  our  people,  among  whom,  united 
to  a  certain  species  of  borrowed  intelligence,  we 
find  the  only  characteristic  and  well  defined 
naivete  of  a  marked  population. 

The  musical  festivals  would,  we  think,  counter- 
act the  deadening  influence  of  luxurious  habits 
upon  the  idyllic  tendency  of  American  literature 
and  song.  We  have  all  the  means  required  for 
such  performances,  both  as  regards  lyrical  talent 
and  congenial  localities ;  and  these  should  be  se- 
lected not  amid  the  din  of  cities,  where  an  Amer- 
ican rowdyism  would  be  certain  to  desecrate  the 
cause  of  Art  and  disturb  the  solemnity  of  the  occa- 
sion ;  but  in  the  bosom  of  nature,  where  the  birds 
might  be  heard  in  responsive  echoings  to  the  har- 
monies of  tone. 
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[Translated  for  this  Journal.] 

Rossini's  "Soirees  Musicales." 

From  the  French  of  M.  Escddier. 

From  "  William  Tell"  to  the  moment  when  he 
quitted  Paris,  it  was  impossible  to  snatch  a  note  of 
music  from  KossiNl.  In  vain  the  impresarii  of 
Italy,  of  Vienna,  of  London,  of  St.  Petersburg, 
besieged  him  with  their  orders;  he  remained  deaf 
and  mute.  Music  had  become  a  matter  of  indif- 
ference to  him,  to  such  a  point  that  during  four 
years  he  never  entered  the  hall  of  the  Italians,  al- 
though he  lived  in  the  theatre  and  was  one  of  the 
three  associates  in  the  direction. 

One  day,  one  of  his  compatriots,  a  friend  of  his 
family,  came  to  find  him  : 

"  Maestro,"  says  he,  "  I  am  unhappy,  very  un- 
happy; you  alone  can  change  my  situation." 

—  "  What's  the  matter,  then,  and  what  do  you 
want  ?  " 

—  "  There  had  been  confided  to  me  the  sum  of 
6,000  francs,  which  I  should  have  remitted  three 
days  since  to  a  house  in  Paris.  By  I  know  not 
what  fatality  I  was  drawn  into  gambling,  and  I 
have  lost  these  6,000  francs.  If  I  do  not  have 
this  sum  in  twenty-four  hours,  I  am  disgraced." 

—  "  Diable  !  "  exclaimed  Rossini,  "  six  thous- 
and francs !  A  few  days  ago  I  sent  off  all  the  mo- 
ney at  my  disposal  to  my  father.  No  matter  ;  I 
have  friends  and  will  consider,  since  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  a  debt  of  honor  and  the  error  of  a  young 
man  to  be  repaired.  Keturn  to-morrow  ii)  the  af- 
ternoon." 

An  hour  afterwards,  his  publisher,  M.  Troupe- 
nas,  came  in. 

"  Well,  my  dear  Kossini,  will  you  never  come 
out  of  your  lethargy  !  " 

"  What  ?  1  am  very  well  ...  Ah !  I  under- 
stand you :  you  come  again  to  ask  music  of  me." 

—  "  Yes,  I  shall  come  and  come  again.  I  can- 
not beUeve  that  your  brain  has  remained  inactive 
ever  since  '  William  Tell,'  and  that  you  have  not 
at  least  some  melodies  to  give  me." 

"  Melodies,  my  dear  Troupenas  !  those  are  in- 
deed hard  to  find ;  they  even  dispense  with  them 
in  the  grand  operas  which  have  been  made  for 
some  time  past  .  .  .  Perhaps  we  can  understand 
each  other :  I  am  in  immediate  need  of  6,000 
francs  to  oblige  a  friend.  Will  you  lend  me 
them  ?  " 

—  "  Lend  you  them  ?  In  an  hour  I  will  bring 
them,  and  if  for  this  sum  you  are  willing  to  write 
me  a  few  hlueltes  I  will  accept  them  in  payment." 

— "  And  how  many  must  there  be  of  these 
hlueltes  ?  " 

—  "  Oh  1  mon  Dleu,  enough  to  make  an  album 
.  .  .  eight  or  ten." 

— ''  Au  revoir,  my  dear  c'dileur  !  Bring  me  my 
6,000  francs  at  six  o'clock  this  evening  ..." 
A  moment  after,  Lablache  entered  Rossini's 
apartment  in  his  turn.  He  was  almost  seized  with 
an  attack  of  apoplexy  on  seeing  him  seated,  pen 
in  hand,  before  a  collier  of  music  paper. 

"  Ah  !  is  it  you,  Lablache  ?  Why  do  you  stand 
there  like  a  statue  ?  Do  you  think  perhaps  that 
I  am  writing  an  opera  ?  .  .  .  "  And  he  went  on 
blackening  the  paper  with  notes. 

"  What  demon  has  passed  this  way  ?  "  exclaim- 
ed Lablache.  "  If  they  had  told  me  they  had 
seen  you  walking  with  your  feet  in  the  air,  I 
should  have  been  less  surprised  than  I  am  at  see- 
ing you  composing." 

—  "  Approach  a  little.  I  am  in  the  midst  of 
transcribing   some   chansonnettes   which    I   have 


scribbled  in  the  leaves  of  albums.  I  have  need  of 
a  dozen,  and  I  have  promised  Troupenas  to  de- 
liver them  to  him  in  the  course  of  the  day.  Ah ! 
There  is  a  tarentella  which  I  made  for  you  a 
dozen  years  ago.     You  ought  to  remember  it  ?" 

Lablache  recalled  his  souvenirs  and  began  to 
sing  the  tarantella,  which  Rossini  noted  down 
upon  the  spot. 

"And  this  little  duct  of: /il/acmnri.?  ...  Ah  1 
it  is  in  the  album  of  the  Countess  of  M  .  .  .  . 
I  have  it.  And  la  Partenza  ?  ...  It  is  in  the 
album  of  Mme.,  the  princess  G.  .  .  .  And  I'Or- 
gia?  .  .  .  ."  And  this,  and  that?  and  Rossini 
went  on  writing  with  a  prodigious  rapidity.  He 
had  preserved  in  his  memory  the  melodies  which 
he  had  improvised  in  albums ;  he  did  not  compose, 
he  remembered. 

At  six  o'clock  M.  Troupenas  was  on  hand  as  he 
had  promised.  "  I  am  punctual,  my  dear  maes- 
tro ;  here  are  your  si.x.  bank  notes." 

— "  Ah  1  ah  !  I  am  punctual,  too,  here  are  your 
bluettes.  There  are  more  than  you  bargained 
for;  instead  of  sI.n:  you  have  twelve  of  them." 

One  can  imagine  with  what  joy  M.  Troupenas 
carried  oflTthe  twelve  compositions  of  Rossini.  A 
month  afterward,  nothing  was  talked  of  in  the 
Parisian  world  but  the  publication  of  the  Soi7'e'es 
Musicales.  These  songs  had  a  v&rj  great  success ; 
not  an  amateur  who  didnot  want  to  know  them 
and  to  sing  them.  The  collection  contained  eight 
Italian  ariettes  and  four  duets:  1.  La  Prumessa, 
canzonetta ;  2.  11  Rimprovero,  canzonetta ;  3. 
La  Partenza,  canzonetta ;  4.  i'  Orgia,  arietta ; 
5.  L'  Invito,  bolero  ;  6.  La  Pastorella  dell'  Alpi, 
Tyrolese ;  7.  La  Gita  in  Gondola,  barcarole ;  8. 
La  Danza,  tarentella  ;  9.  La  Regatta  Veneziana, 
notturno;  10.  ia  Pe.?ca,  notturno  ;  11.  La  Sere- 
nata,  notturno;    12.  I  Marinari,  duetto. 

[Note.— Of  the 'above  the  first  five  at  least  have  been 
ah-eady  issued  in  a  neat  reprint,  with  Italian  and  English 
words,  by  G.  P.  Eeed  &  Co.,  Boston,  who  have  the  whole 
series  in  course  of  republication. — Ed. 

Uttsial  (iiwnrfspiiljnue. 

Prom  BEKLIl\r,  Nov.  12,  1854. 
There  are  two  "Konigliche  Kapellmeister" 
here  :  Heinrich  Dorn,  and  Wilhelm  Taubekt. 
Dorn  is  from  Konigsberg,  and  is  now  fifty  years 
old.  His  father  set  him  going  in  music,  and  then 
he  came  to  Berlin  and  studied  with  Berger,  Klein, 
and  other  musicians  of  note,  twenty-five  years 
since.  His  works  for  piano-forte,  violoncello  and 
violin  were  already  numerous,  and  some  four  ope- 
ras, all  of  which  seem  to  be  defunct  now,  had 
made  him  known,  when  in  1S30  he  was  called  to 
Leipzig  as  music-director — where  be  stayed  but  a 
year.  Then  he  went  to  Riga  as  piano  virtuoso, 
was  afterwards  appointed  music-director  of  the 
theatre  there  ;  not  long  afterwards  he  went  to 
Cologne  in  the  same  capacity,  and  for  a  few  years 
back  has  been  one  of  the  "royal  kapellmeisters 
here.  They  are  performing  occasionally  at  the 
opera-house — last  Sunday  evening  for  instance — 
a  new  opera  of  his:  "The  Niebelungen,"  which 
as  well  as  I  can  learn,  owes  its  continued  existence 
entirely  to  the  splendor  of  its  decorations,  its  bal- 
let dancing,  and  the  talents  of  Johanna  Wagner. 
I  have  not  heard  it.  I  heard  one  of  his  sympho- 
nies once  at  a  Soire'e  of  the  Royal  Orchestra,  and 
it  was  amusing,  and  pitiful  too,  to  note  the  dead 
silence  and  comical  glances  to  one  another  of  the 
audience,  with  which  it  was  received.  The  au- 
dience did  not  wound  his  feelings — he  directed — 
by  any  testimonial  of  disapproval ;  expressive  sr 
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lence  spoke  his  praise(?);  but  did  not  speak  the  I 
praise  of  the  next  piece  performed,  which  was 
Beethoven's  Fourth  Symphony  !  On  referring  to 
the  programme  for  that  evening,  I  find  my  opin- 
ion of  the  work  expressed  by  simply  underscor- 
ing the  word  Sinfonie  with  my  pencil,  aud  putting 
a  i  after  it.  Schilling's  Lexicon  speaks  quite  well 
of  Dorn  as  a  composer,  but  when  he  becomes  "to 
dumb  forgetfulness  a  prey,"  his  works  I  fear  (in 
another  sense)  will  follow  him. 

Taubeet,  whose  name  is  known  in  America  by 
his  "Bird  Song,"  composed  for  Jenny  Lind,  is  a 
Berliner  by  birth,  and  is  now  about  43  years  old — 
born  in  ISll.  Although  he  has  never  been  heard 
of  among  us  as  a  pianist,  he  is  one  of  the  greatest 
virtuosos  living — in  all  the  technics  of  the  art. 
He  can  play  anything  and  everything  ;  and  in  fact 
his  remarkable  power  of  reading  full  orchestral 
scores  at  sight  and  playing  them  at  once  on  the 
piano-forte,  is  what  led  to  his  appointment  as 
Royal  Kapellmeister.  So  I  hear  from  good  au- 
thority. The  way  he  drives  that  orchestra,  as 
if  his  fundamental  principle  were  "  Devil 
take  the  hindmost !"  is  a  caution  to  all  sleepy- 
heads. It  makes  no  difference  what  the  music  is. 
You  should  hear  those  first  violins  in  the  difficult 
passages  of  the  Leonora  Overture  "  go  it." 

Taubert  is  an  amazingly  industrious  composer  ; 
— no  sooner  does  one  thing  fall  dead  upon  the  pub- 
lic, than  he  tries  it  again — never  say  die — don't 
give  up  the  ship — fire  away,  you'll  hit  something 
bye  and  bye  !  Nor  is  he  at  all  bashful.  In  the 
first  series  of  Symphony  Soire'es  which  I  attended 
in  Berlin,  we  had  "  Sinfonie  (H  moll)  von  W. 
Taubert"  sandwiched  between  that  immense 
overture,  op.  124,  of  Beethoven,  and  the  Egmont 
music  of  the  same.  What  is  above  on  record  re- 
specting Dorn's  symphony,  is  equally  true  of  this 
by  Taubert  ;  and  yet  the  next  winter  he  gave  us 
the  same  thing  again,  "sandwiched"  between  the 
overtures  to  Gluck's  Iphigenia,  and  Mozart's 
"  Magic  Flute,"  after  which  came  Beethoven's  C 
minor  symphony ! 

Poor  Taubert's  attempts  at  composition  are  a 
never-failing  subject  for  the  Berliners  to  sharpen 
their  wits  upon,  and  he  is  treated  entirely  without 
mercy.     For  instance  : 

In  the  winter  of  1846-7,  the  concert  hall  of  the 
Opera  House  was  dedicated  (if  the  expression  be 
allowed)  by  a  charitable  concert,  the  programme 
of  which  consisted  of  an  overture  by  Righini,  and 
one  by  Reichardt,  a  piece  by  Lwoff  and  one  by 
Jomelli,  sung  by  the  Dora  Choir,  a  scene  from 
Gluck's  "  Orpheus,"  sung  by  Viardot-Garcia  and 
the  Dom  Choir;  Finale  from  "Oberon,"  sung  by 
Frauleins  Tuczek  and  Brexendorf,  and  the  Dom 
Choir;  a  Mazurka  by  Chopin,  sung  by  Viardot- 
Garcia  as  a  song;  and  a  Polonaise  by  Taubert. 
In  this  programme  for  a  concert  room,  it  is  note- 
worthy that  the  names  of  Haydn,  Mozart,  Beet- 
hoven, do  not  appear.  This  set  the  wits  of  the 
musical  folks  at  work,  and  a  series  of  little  arti- 
cles headed  Eingesandt  (Communicated) — which 
has  the  same  force  in  these  journals  that  "  adver- 
tisement" has  in  the  Tribune, — followed  in  the 
Spener  and  Voss  newspapers.  The  following  are 
from  the  Spener  journal,  as  they  appeared  at  short 
intervals,  in  different  numbers. 

(-Eingesandt.) 
1. 
AVherefore  Taubert's  Polonaise  at  the  dedication  of 
the  house  ?  L.  v.  Beethoven. 

2. 
But  why  was  not  the  new  Polonaise  by  Taubert  not  al 
the  close  ?    One  could  then  peaceably  have  gone  for  his 
cloak. 

3. 
Mr.  Kapellmeister  W.  Taubert  is  hereby  earnestly  re- 
quested to  produce  his  last  symphony. 


the  series  of  noble  concerts  which  are  given  every  win- 
ter for  the  benefit  of  the  Widow  and  Orphan  Fund  of 
the  Royal  Orchestra.  Another  ventures  in  the  same 
journal'to  express  his  strong  desire,  that  in  addition  to 
such  a  symphony,  the  much  talked  of  Polonaise  may  be 
added ;  and  to  heighten  the  announcement,  if  that  be 
possible,  also  a  violin  concerto  of  Herr  Hubert  Eies.* 

5. 
The  request  in  yesterday's  paper  for  the  performance 
of  a  symphony  by  Taubert  and  the  Polonaise,  as  well  as 
the  production   of  a  violin  concerto  by  Rics,  may  well 
stand  without  the  signature  of  "  Spassvogel "  (wag). 

Here  are  a  few  from  Voss's  paper,  two  of  which 
are  attempts  to  take  the  part  of  Taubert. 

1. 

The  concert  had  a  noble  end  in  view. 

And  artists,  world-renowned,  therein  took  part; 
A  better  programme  then  was  surely  due 

The  audience,  the  occasion,  and  to  Art. 
But  where  was  Mozart?  and  Beethoven,  where? 

Those  names  which  o'er  all  others  fame  has  crowned? 
But  in  their  stead  we  find  a  Taubert  there. 

And  hear  his  late,  new  Polonaise  resound ! 
Perhaps  'twould  please  us  in  some  garden  scene. 

Where  Gungl's  joyous  measures  charm  the  throng, 
Here  not,  where  we  invoke  the  muse  severe 

Of  higher  Art,  of  Symphony  and  song. 

These  verses  called  out  the  following  : 

2. 

In  a  rhyme  without  rhyme  or  reason  [gereimten  nnge- 
vei^ntheil],  the  author  of  the  verses  complains  of  having 
beard  the  Polonaise  of  Taubert.  If  Herr  Kapellmeister 
W.  Taubert  had  produced  this  beautiful  piece  of  music 
under  some  other  name,  that  great  poet,  whose  wretched 
verses  prove  him  entirely  without  a  sense  for  rhythm 
and  harmony,  would  never  have  noticed  that  it  was 
dance  music. 

3. 

The  writer  of  the  rhyme  without  rhyme  or  reason 
complained,  not  that  he  had  to  hear  a  dance,  for  there  is 
beautiful,  noble  dance  music;  but  that  a  piece  of  music 
was  served  up  to  the  public,  which  neither  from  its  nov- 
elty nor  for  an}'  other  quality  has  any  claim  as  a  con- 
cert piece  upon  such  an  occasion.  That  the  verses  were 
bad  is  gladly  admitted;  but  how  is  it  possible  to  make 
good  ones,  when  the  only  inspiration  must  be  drawn 
from  a  Polonaise  by  Taubert  ? 
i. 

The  writer  of  the  rhyme  without  reason  has  produced 
a  specimen  of  prose,  which,  in  every  respect,  is  worthy 
to  be  placed  beside  his  verses.     But  how  can  noble  lan- 
guage flow  from  a  pen  which  ignoble  passions  guide? 
5. 

Advocate  filled  with  nob'e  passion,  why  dost  thou  con- 
fine thyself  thus  to  the  fomi  alone?  Disprove  the  /"(tci 
with  sufficient  reasons  if  thou  canst,  or  the  assailant, 
spite  of  thy  glowing  enthusiasm  for  the  great  master, 
will  still  be  in  the  right. 

So   much   for   the   Polonaise.     The  last  subject 
which  the  jokers   have  improved,    more   to   their 
own  than  to  his   amusement,  is   the  failure  of  his 
two    operas,    which    were    most    unequivocally 
damned — Joggeli,  and  Rubezahl.     Kladderadatsch, 
a  few  weeks  since,  had  the  following: 
From  RUbezahl's  Album. 
Solaraen  miseris  socios  habuisse  malonim. 
Let  these  comforting  words  remind  thee  of  thy  friend 
and  forerunner,  Joggeli. 

From  Joggeli's  Album. 
Vita  nostra  hrevis  est, 
Brevi  finietur; 
Gaudeamus  igitur! 
My  only  source  of  comfort  is  thy  pleasant  companion- 
ship, Eiibezahl. 

P.  S, — Nov.  17. — Have  I  been  making  merry 
over  our  two  Kapellmeisters?  Better  have  let 
them  alone,  for  as  a  punishment,  I  was  condemned 
this  afternoon  at  Liebig's  to  hear  Dorn's  Overture 
to  the  Niebelungen,  and  immediately,  a'ter  Tau- 
bert's Symphony !  The  Overture  was  tremen- 
dously hissed,  and  the  Symphony  met  with  not 
much  better  success.  The  diminuendo  of  the 
Andante's  close  is  very  pretty — but  there  were  no 
two  opinions,  apparently,  of  the  value  of  the  en- 
tire work.  A.  W.  T. 


& 


An    Anonj'mous    lately   requested   in    the   Vossish 
Journal  the  production  of  a  symphony  by  Taubert,  in 


Diary  Abroad.— K'o.  6. 

Berlin,  Nm.  22. — "  Agindos"  being  in  Paris  writes 
thus  to  "Pegan,"  under  date  of  the  14th  inst: 

"  As  for  music  you  are  lucky  in  being  in  Berlin.  I 
have  as  yet  heard  of  nothing  above  mediocrity  in  Paris 

*  Hubert  Ries,  a  brother  of  Ferdinand  Ries,  and  a  com- 
poser of  the  Taubert  and  Dorn  genus.  The  joke  ia,  that  he 
is  Royal  Concertmeister  I 


— no  concert  to  compare  with  those  I  heard  in — Boston! 
At  the  Opera  they  only  gave  showy  things.  To-night 
the  bill  is  "  Robert,  the  Devil:"  the  "  Huguenots"  comes 
off  next,  and  every  other  night  they  give  Meyerbeer's 
"  North  Star."  The  "  Prophet,"  of  course,  will  be  given 
frequently,  and  thus  it  goes.  As  for  the  concerts  at  the 
Conservatoire,  the  only  way  to  hear  them  is  to  put  your 
name  down  two  or  three  years  in  advance  and  then  wait 
patiently  until  some  possessor  of  a  seat  dies  and  gives 
you  a  chance.  I  have  sent  in  my  name  for  a  standee,  but 
have  no  prospect  of  success.  The  musical  taste  of  Paris 
is  indicated  by  this :  that  the  room  in  which  the  only  clas- 
sical concerts  are  given,  holds  about  twelve  hundred  per- 
sons. The  seats  are  all  kept  in  the  same  families  and  the 
public  virtually  excluded.  So  that  there  is  no  opportu- 
tunity  at  all  to  hear  what  you  and  I  call  rmisic  in  this 
capital  of  the  world.  Does  not  this  seem  wonderful  to 
j-ou?  [Why!  'Agindos!'  Does  not  Jullien  hail  from  Pa- 
ris?] I  asked  a  theatre-goer  the  other  day  what  my 
chances  were  of  lieanng  something  by  Mozart?  He  said 
they  [Mozart's  works?  or  the  opera  folks?]  are  very 
poor, — and  I  can  very  well  think  so  when  I  can  see  the 
350th{ !)  representation  of  "  the  Huguenots"  advertised. 
If  it  were  not  unchristian,  I  might   say,    'Meyerbeer 

,'  but  I  wont.    I  have  some  hopes  of  the  Italian 

company.  They  will  at  least  give  '  the  Barber'  and 
'  Moses,'  and  perhaps  '  William  Tell,'  and  possihhj  (not 
probably) '  Don  Giovanni.' 

"  Thus  you  see,  you  are  in  luck  in  the  music  line.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  Germany  is  the  promised  land 
for  music,  and  I  am  thus  truly  to  enjoy  some  of  it  when 
I  return  there." 

So  much  from  "  Agindos's"  letter,  which  his  friend 
has  extracted  for  my  diary.  I  wish  he  had  part  of  our 
good  music  there,  for  the  quantity  of  it  here  is  a  constant 
source  of  embarrassment.  One  cannot  possibly  attend 
half  of  it.  Let  us  see  by  a  reference  to  the  National 
Zeitmig  what  we  have  had  during  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber already,  to-day  being  the  22nd.  In  the  list  I  shall 
include  nothing  but  what  "  Agindos"  would  call  music, 
leaving  out  entirely  Gungl's  concerts,  four  or  five  a  week, 
aud  those  at  the  "  Tonhalle,"  "  Eldorado,"  "  Colosseum" 
and  other  places.  Nor  will  my  list  be  complete  even  of 
the  "  good  music"  concerts,  as  some  have  not  been  adver- 
tised in  the  Nniional  Zeittmg,  a  performance  of  "  Judaa 
Maccabceus,"  for  instance,  in  one  of  the|churches,  and  I 
think  one  or  two  virtuoso  concerts — however,  the  list,  I 
think,  will  be  found  to  contain  something  worth  hearing 
every  evening  in  the  month  thus  far;  and  it  will  proba- 
bly contiuue  just  so  until  the  middle  of  April.  But  to 
the  list: 

Nov.l.  Royal  Opera,  (not  opera  house)  Concert  and  Vau- 
deville, (sinospiel.) 
At  Kroll's  ;  Eazzini's  10th  concert.  He  is  a  vio- 
lin virtuoso  much  praised  in  the  papers.  On  his 
bill  I  notice  his  own  name  and  those  of  Weber  and 
Ernst. 

Hall  of  the   Sing  Akademie  :   Trio  Soiree,  by  the 
Brothers  Stalk'necht  and  Herr  Loschom.     Music: 
Haydn,  M.arschner  and  Beethoven. 
"    2.     Opera  House  :  Ballet. 

Sommer's  Saloon ;  Oertling,  Birnbach,  &c..  Quar- 
tet Soir*;e. 
"    3.     Opera:  "  Czar  and  Zimmerm.ann"  by  Lortzing, 
Hennig's   Winter     Garden;     Liebig's    Symphony 

Soir(5e.     (Mendelssohn,  Beethoven,  Gluck.) 
Sing  Akademie;  Madame  Fiirster's  (singer)  Con- 
cert,    (Beethoven,  Mendelssohn,  Stradella.) 
"    4.    Theatre:  Slrvensee  tragedy,  with  JUeyerbeer's 
music. 

Nicolai  church ;  Concert,  s.acred  music. 
Kroll's;    Bassmi's    11th    Concert  (Beethoven,  ro- 
mance, op.  40.) 
"    5.     Opera  Eoa&s;  Die  Niebelungen. 

Hennig's;  Liebig's  Concert. 
"    6.     Opera  House ;  Fidelia. 
''    7.     Opera  House;  Ballets. 

Bassini's  seventh  Concert  (Beethoven,  concerto  D, 
op.  61.)  • 

Sing  Akademie;  Quartet  Soiree,  by  Zimmei-man 
and  companions. 
"    8.    Opera  House ;  "  Romeo  and  Juliet." 

Liebi£;'s  Concert. 
"    9.   Nothing  but  light  music  advertised ! 
"    10.  Opera  House;  Massaniello. 

Liebig. 
"    11.  Sinfonie  Soir($e  by  Royal  Orchestra. 
"    Bazzini's  13th  Concert. 
"    12.  Opera;  Euryanthe. 

Liebig. 
"    13.  Opera  House;  Ballet. 

At  Kroll's;  the  Brothers  Doppler,  Kapelhneister  at 
the  National  Theatre  in  Pesth.  They  play  the 
flute,  and  their  playing  together  is  said  to  be  won- 
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derful.    Last  week  they  had  tlie  honor  of  playing 
at  the  Gewandhaus  Concert  hi  Leipzig. 
SFaeder's  Saloon;  Liebig,  snb'^cription  concert. 

14.  Opera  Honse;  "Fairy  Lake,"  (Anher.) 

15.  Opera;  "  Orpheus  and  Euridice,(Gluck.) 
Liebig. 

August  Bivnloch;  Quartet  Soir&in  Hotel  de  Rus- 
sie. 

16.  Sommer's  Saloon ;  Oertling's,  &c.  Quartet  Soi- 
ree. 

17.  Opera  House;  Ballet. 

18.  Soiree  of  the  Dom  Chor. 

19.  Opera  House ;  Eossini's  Tancred. 
Liebig. 

20.  Opera  House:  Der  Freyschiile. 

21.  Opera  House;   Tancred. 
Sing  Academie's  Concert. 

22.  Liebig's  Concert. 

Trio   Soir(5e  of  the  Brothers  Stalknecht,  &o. 

23.  Opera  House;  Water  CaiTier  (ies  deux  Jour- 
Jtees,)  Cherubini. 

24.  Opera  House;  Martha. 
Liebig. 

25.  Sinfonie  Soiree. 

At  Sommer's  Saloon ;  Quartet  Soiree. 

At  the  Cathedral ;  a  Service  of  the  Dom  Chor. 

And  Sunday  evening,  2ljth ;  "  Don  Juan." 

At  one  of  the  other  theatres  a  piece:  "  The  Loafer 
of  Berlin" — has  been  running. all  the  month,  which 
the  bills  call  a  Posse  mil  Gesang,  which  is  said  to 
be  worth  hearing. 


imigjjf  3  InuriiEl  nf  MubIu 

BOSTON,  DEC.  30,  1854. 

The  Christmas  Performances  of  the 
"Messiah." 

Handel's  sublime  Oratorio  was  enjoyed  here 
last  Sunday  evening,  (Cliristmas  Eve),  by  per- 
haps twice  as  many  listeners  as  were  ever  before 
assembled  for  that  pleasure  in  this  oratorio-loving 
city.  We  were  only  sorry  for  the  distraction  oc- 
casioned by  two  rival  performances,  both  so 
promising  and,  as  it  proved,  so  excellent.  Yet 
neither  society  lacked  audience,  and  no  hall  could 
have  contained  their  combined  numbers. 

It  was  our  own  lot  to  hear  the  first  part  of 
"The  Messiah"  at  the  Melodeon,  a  somewhat 
contracted  old  place  to  our  present  habits,  but  al- 
ways a  good  hall  for  sound.  Here  the  Mendels- 
sohn Choral  Society  were  compelled  finally 
to  resort,  in  consequence  of  the  Society  who 
lease  the  Music  Hall  having  taken  it  into  their 
heads  to  revive  their  old  Christmas  custom  of 
performing  "  The  Messiah "  themselves.  Their 
audience  nearly  filled  the  Melodeon,  say  a  thou- 
sand to  twelve  hundred  people.  Their  prepara- 
tion had  been  very  thorough,  under  the  careful 
drilling  of  their  chorus-master,  Mr.  Wetherbee, 
and  their  conductor,  Herr  Eckhardt  ;  and  they 
had  the  memory  of  last  winter's  great  success  to 
animate  them.  The  chorus  consisted  of  about  160 
voices,  quite  well  balanced;  the  orchestra,  of 
thirty-two  instruments,  with  Herr  Gartner  as 
leader,  for  one  so  hastily  extemporized,  after 
others  had  had  the  first  pick  among  the  resident 
material,  was  certainly  much  more  effective  than 
we  had  dared  to  hope.  They  clayed  the  over- 
ture remarkably  well.  The  organ,  rather  a 
small  one,  was  ably  handled  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Bab- 
cock.  One  great  merit,  too,  in  this  preparation 
of  "  The  Messiah  ''  was  that  so  little  was  left  out ; 
— only  about  six  numbers  from  the  whole  sixty. 
We  materially  regretted  only  the  choruses  :  And 
he  shall  purify,  and  that  most  profoundly  beauti- 
ful of  all  perhaps:  And  lollh  his  stripes,  which 
was  omitted  on  both  programmes.  But  (could 
we  have  staid  in  one  place)  it  would  have  been  a 
rare  satisfaction  to  have  heard  for  the  first  time 
so  nearly  all  of  "  The  Messiah  "  performed,  and 


so  well,  as  we  left  it  going  on  that  evening. 


In  their  principal  tenor  and  bass  solog  the 
Choral  Society  could  not  be  surpassed.  Mr.  Ar- 
THURSON  delivered  the  opening  recitative  :  Com- 
fort ye,  with  such  chaste  elegance  of  style,  such 
feeling  and  expression,  and  such  sweetness  and 
purity  of  tone,  withal,  that  we  were  not  prepared 
for  the  announcement  that  a  severe  cold  discour- 
aged him  from  attempting  the  air :  Every  valley. 
It  was  a  greater  loss  (to  us)  not  to  hear  his:  Thy 
rebuke,  and  Behold  and  see  ;  for  it  is  in  such  reci- 
tatives and  songs  of  deep  tenderness  and  pathos, 
that  Mr.  Arthurson  is  a  model  to  all  our  other 
oratorio  singers.  Mr.  Wetherbee  has  not  the 
most  ponderous  kind  of  bass,  but  its  elastic,  musi- 
cal quality  told  well  in  his  highly  artistic  render- 
ing of  Tlius  saith  the  Lord  .  .  .  and  I  will  shake, 
Sfc,  and  in  the  fine  minor  air :  But  who  may 
abide,  with  its  rapid  and  vehement  episode  :  For 
he  is  like  a  refiner's  fire.  Art  served  well  for 
strength  here ;  there  was  at  least  strength  in  the 
conception.  Neither  in  these,  nor  in  the  recita- 
tive and  air  about  the  people  walking  in  darkness, 
did  he  miss  any  point  of  expression ;  and  how 
unspeakably    beautiful    are    those    pieces   truly 


sung 


Mrs.  Meston  sang :  0  thou  that  tellest  in  a  clear 
and  telling  contralto  voice,  correctly,  but  in  rather 
a  spiritless  manner,  with  eyes  too  closely  fastened 
to  her  notes.  Miss  Bothamlt,  in  the  angel 
annunciation  :  There  were  shepherds,  more  than 
confirmed  all  our  past  impressions  of  the  music  of 
her  voice  and  of  her  talent  and  true  feeling  for  a 
singer.  Those  celestial  tones  have  seldom  found 
a  fitter  medium  than  such  a  voice,  so  pure,  so 
clear,  so  sweet,  so  full,  so  penetrating.  And  there 
was  real  fervor  in  them.  Rejoice  greatly,  rather 
overtaxed  her  power  of  sustained  florid  execution ; 
but  with  study  and  experience  we  should  judge 
that  here  was  every  promise  of  an  admirable 
singer  of  the  best  kind  of  music.  It  needs  not  to 
be  said  that  Mrs.  Wentworth  sang :  Come  unto 
him,  well.  To  her  too  was  entrusted :  I  know  that 
my  Redeemer. 

The  choruses:  And  the  glory  of  the  Lord ;  For 
unto  us  a  child  is  born,  and  all  that  we  heard, 
were  sung  with  admirable  spirit,  unity  and  effect. 
Every  voice  appeared  to  tell, — a  rare  thing  in 
the  soprano  quarter  of  our  Boston  choruses, — the 
themes  were  taken  up  with  promptness  and  pre- 
cision ;  and  there  was  light  and  shade  and  good 
avoidance  of  the  heavy  organ  tone.  It  was  not 
pleasant  to  turn  one's  back  upon  such  a  perform- 
ance. 

Passing  over  to  the  Boston  Music  Hall,  there 
was  a  sight  indeed  to  behold ;  not  far  from 
three  thousand  people,  apparently,  occupying 
every  seat  and  standing  place ;  and  the  great 
choruses,  from  singers  filling  up  the  entire  plat- 
form, three  or  four  hundred  of  them,  the  fullest 
representation  we  have  yet  seen  of  the  old  Han- 
del and  Haydn  Society,  ringing  through  that 
superb  hall ! 

In  weight  and  volume  of  the  choral  masses,  in 
picked  material  and  trained  accuracy  of  orchestra, 
in  the  rare  conductorship  of  Carl  Zerkahn, 
and  in  the  inspiration  of  such  a  place  and  such  an 
audience,  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society 
had  the  advantage.  But  numbers  apart,  accept- 
ing only  the  ear's  report,  their  choruses  were  not 
so  nicely  balanced  as  the  other ;  their  tenors 
scarce  a  match  for  their  most  noble,  round,  sono- 
rous mass  of  baSs,  and  their  soprani  still  somewhat 


subject  to  the  old  infirmity  of  leaving  the  attack 
of  the  fugue  subjects  to  be  made  by  a  small  and 
shrill  advance  guard,  the  others  settling  into  the 
column  one  by  one.  We  are  told  that  some  of 
the  earlier  choruses  betrayed  lack  of  recent  re- 
hearsal (we  think  they  had  but  one)  ;  but  those 
we  heard  were  certainly,  with  brief  exceptions, 
given  with  a  precision,  power  and  spirit  worthy 
of  all  praise.  Behold  the  Lamb;  All  toe  like 
sheep;  the  high,  crystal  ringing  semi-chorus: 
Lift  up  ijour  heads,  0  ye  gates;  the  'Hallelujah,' 
especially ;  and  in  the  main  the  colossal  double 
finale  :  Worthy  the  Lamb,  and  the  Amen,  seemed 
to  have  a  most  refreshing  and  inspiring  influence 
on  the  vast  assembly.  Among  the  points  that 
might  have  been  improved  was  the  solemn  Adagio 
passage :  And  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  ini- 
quity of  us  all;  there  was  no  pianissimo  and 
crescendo  before  the  last  chord ;  but  it  was  all 
one  level  forte. 

Added  to  the  advantages  of  the  H.  &  H.  per- 
formance was  the  re-appearance  of  Miss  Anna 
Stone,  whose  journey  from  her  post  in  New 
York  at  siich  a  time  was  most  warmly  appreciated. 
She  was  hailed  with  unbounded  applause,  which 
meant  the  revival  of  many  a  glorious  memory 
relieved  upon  a  ground  of  sense  of  recent  loss. 
We  were  sorry  not  to  hear  her  in  the  angel  an- 
nunciation, which  is  peculiarly  one  of  her  parts. 
In  Hoiu  beautiful,  and  in  /  know  that  my  Re- 
deemer, she  never  sang  with  more  effect,  more 
chaste  finish,  more  dignity  and  largeness  of  man- 
ner. Whatever  she  is  not,  in  the  requirements 
of  a  great  artist,  she  contributes  a  most  rare  and 
positive  value  to  our  oratorios. 

Mr.  Millard's  tenor,  too,  is  to  be  counted  a 
decided  acquisition.  His  voice  proved  fully  equal  to 
the  place,  although  we  had  not  there  its  sweetest 
and  most  natural  quality.  Too  late  for  his  Comfort 
ye,  we  were  agreeably  disappointed  in  the  largeness 
of  style,  the  expression  and  good  taste  with  which 
he  delivered  the  pathetic  recitative  :  Thy  rebuke, 
&c.  Thou  shall  break  them,  too,  was  mastered 
with  more  energy  and  dramatic  force  than  we 
had  given  him  credit  for,  after  his  lighter  efforts 
in  a  small  room.  We  are  sure  that  when  Mr.  Mil- 
lard shall  have  got  a  little  more  re-acclimated  in 
Handelian  oratorio,  after  years  of  schooling  in 
the  land  and  atmosphere  of  Verdi,  he  will  turn 
the  true  fruits  of  that  schooling  to  most  excellent 
account  here  in  the  music  best  loved  in  his  old 
home. 

Mr.  Aiken's  :  Wliy  do  the  nations  rage,  and 
The  trumpet  shall  sound,  were  highly  successful 
efforts.  In  the  latter  the  trumpet  obligato,  played 
by  Herr  Heinicke,  demands  especial  notice,  as 
being  the  most  smooth  and  masterly  performance 
we  have  yet  heard  of  that  very  difficult  accom- 
paniment. Some  of  the  most  important  female 
solos  were  entrusted  to  pupils  of  the  H.  and  H. 
Solo  School,  and  of  course  were  hardly  heard  to 
due  advantage,  especially  so  great  a  song  as :  He 
was  despised;  although  neither  this  (by  Mrs. 
Wood),  nor  the  airs  by  Miss  Puffer  :  Come 
unto  him,  and  Thou  didst  not  leave,  were  without 
merit.  The  same  might  bo  said  of  Rejoice  greatly 
(Miss  Hesseltine),  which,  though  a  painfully 
unripe  performance,  yet  gave  promise.  Miss 
Twichell  we  did  not  hear. 

On  the  whole,  the  chief  sin  of  the  Handel  and 
Haydn  performance  was  the  sin  of  omission, 
songs  and  choruses  being  thinned  out  to  the 
amount  of  about  one-third  of  the  whole  oratorio. 
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The  crowded  audience  would  eagerly  have  lieard 
more. 

The  next  evening  again  found  suffocating 
crowds  packed  in  the  Tremont  Temple,  listening 
to  copious  selections  from  the  '•  Messiah,"  besides 
several  choruses,  duets  and  songs  from  "  Jepthah," 
and  "  St.  Paul,"  performed  by  the  Musical  Ed- 
ucATiox  Society,  with  Herr  Kreissmann  as 
conductor.  We  only  heard  a  portion  of  the  first 
part,  and  to  that  portion  cannot  trust  ourselves  to 
do  much  justice,  so  far  had  the  fatigue  of  previous 
excftement,  together  with  the  heat  and  close  air 
of  the  room  dulled  our  sensibility  to  music  which 
we  love  so  well,  and  which  was  certainly  in  the 
main  well  performed.  Indeed  the  choruses  were 
sung  with  remarkable  precision  and  distinctness, 
by  a  body  of  some  150  voices,  all  telling,  if  not 
"  all  told."  •  Tliere  was  rather  a  wearisome  pro- 
portion of  solos  to  chorus,  considering  the  absence 
of  all  orchestral  relief,  the  only  accompaniment 
being  the  organ,  played  by  Mr.  Muller,  who, 
ably  and  correctly  as  he  plays,  seemed  to  avail 
timself  of  but  a  small  portion  of  the  resources  of 
that  noble  instrument,  (not  having  sufHciently 
accustomed  himself  perhaps  to  its  peculiarities). 
Mr.  Arthukson,  in  spite  of  a  cold,  sang:  Com- 
fort ye,  and  Every  valley,  finely.  Miss  Lucy  A- 
DOANE,  the  pupil  of  Mr.  Kreissmann,  who  has 
many  of  the  elements  of  a  fine  singer,  sang:  1 
know  that  my  Redeemer,  in  an  elaborately  expres- 
sive manner,  even  to  the  shading  of  certain  notes 
till  they  were  lost  entirely ;  the  effort  was  also 
marred  by  faulty  pronunciation. 

The  pieces  from  the  "  Messiah "  consumed 
over  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  we  could  wait  no 
longer  for  what  we  much  wished  to  hear  so  side 
by  side  with  Handel,  the  selections  from  Men- 
delssohn's "  St.  Paul ;"  which  oratorio,  by  the 
way,  it  would  be  a  commendable  act  on  the  part 
of  this  Society  to  produce  entire.  It  is  far  more 
practicable  than  "  Elijah,"  and  short  enough  to 
need  no  cutting,  while  in  Germany  it  is  the 
more  esteemed  of  the  two  works. 


riJ. 


TuE  New  Organ  at  St.  Paul's. — The 
"  opening  "  on  Saturday  evening  was  a  peculiarly 
pleasant  occasion  of  quiet  musical  enjoyment. 
The  church,  beautiful  in  itself,  and  wearing  its 
fresh  Christmas  evergreens,  favored  the  mood  of 
calm  musical  receptivity  ;  the  exterior  of  the  or- 
gan, of  light  and  graceful  architecture,  with  a 
very  liberal  display  of  gilded  pipes  upon  a  white 
ground,  was  remarkable  for  its  elegance  ;  and  the 
richness  and  sweetness  of  its  many-voiced  stops, 
the  beauty  of  its  swell,  and  perfectness  of  its 
mechanism,  confirmed  the  reputation  of  the 
Messrs.  Hook,  the  builders.  It  was  to  the  credit, 
however,  of  the  organ,  as  well  as  of  Mr.  Will- 
cox,  the  organist,  that  our  thoughts  were  mostly 
absorbed  in  the  music  they  discoursed.  This  was 
after  the  following 

Programme.— Part  I. 

1.  Extempore    Introduction,  followed  by  the    '  Kyrie, ' 

from  Haydn's  1st  Mass. 

2.  Chant:  '  Venite,  exulteraus. 

3.  Chorus:  '  And  with  his  stripes,' Handel. 

4.  Hymn:  '  Another  six  days'  work  is  done.' 

5.  Song:  '  With  verdure  clad,'  (Mrs.  Long) Haydn. 

6.  Pastoral  Symphony  from  the  '  Messiah,' Handel. 

7.  Anthem :  Jubilate'Deo, Novello. 

Part  II. 

1.  Overture  to  '  Samson,' Handel. 

2.  Solo  and  Quartet :  '  Praise  to  thee," Herold. 

Mrs.  Long  and  Quartet. 

3.  Prelude  and  Fugue  in  E  minor Bach. 


4.  Song:  '  Ave  Maria,' (Mrs.  Long) Cherubini. 

5.  Quartet:  Benedictus, Novello. 

6.  a.  Song  without  Words, Mendelssohn. 

b.  '  La=cia  ch'io  pianga,' Handel. 

7.  Hallelujah  Chorus  from  the  '  Messiah,' Handel. 

The  pieces  by  Mrs.  Long  were  sung  with  true 
taste  and  feeling;  the  Chant,  Hymn,  Quartet  and 
Anthem  were  given  bj'  a  well-balanced  Quartet 
Choir ;  all  the  rest  was  played  upon  the  oi-gan  by 
IMr.  WiLLCOX,  whose  extempore  introduction 
was  quite  tasteful  and  displayed  a  pleasing  variety 
of  stops.  Plis  selections  were  of  the  best,  and 
some  of  them  we  enjoyed  too  well  to  talk  about 
them,  especially  Handel's  :  And  with  his  stripes, 
and  the  Fugue  of  Bach. 


Orchestral  Union. 

Another  drenching,  stormy  Wednesday  after- 
noon— unlucky  day  that ! — and  a  few  hundred 
people  were  dimly  scattered  along  the  floor  and 
galleries  of  the  great  Music  Hall.  These  came 
devotedly,  and  devotedly  listened  to  an  exquisite 
performance  of  Beethoven's  exquisite  fourth  Sym- 
phony (in  B  flat.)  Verily  Zerrahn  has  inher- 
ited the  mantle  of  Bergm.4.nn,  and  the  new  or- 
chestra is  more  and  more  owned  to  be  the  equal  in 
quality,  as  it  is  in  size,  of  the  Germania.  In 
some  of  its  elements,  as  the  trumpets,  and  the 
brass  generally,  it  is  better  than  lis  predecessor 
and  model.  We  have  rarely  from  any  orchestra 
received  such  unalloyed  enjoyment  of  a  Beet- 
hoven symphony.  It  sounded  not  at  all  meehani- 
ical,  but  the  spirit  of  the  warm  music,  as  if  vibra- 
ting from  its  own  life,  came  over  you  and  glowed 
through  you. 

Beethoven  wrote  grander  symphonies,  but  none 
more  beautiful,  more  tender,  delicate  and  passion- 
fraught  than  this.  It  is  warm  music ;  a  whole 
rhythmic  history  of  deep,  consuming  love,  with 
its  hopes  and  its  despairs,  its  fitful  moods,  its  infin- 
ite longings,  Platonic  meditations,  reveries,  ex- 
quisite caprices,  depths  "  most  musical,  most  me- 
lancholy," and  heights  of  rapture  uncontainable 
and  heaven-storming.  In  sentiment,  spirit,  age, 
(speaking  as  of  the  heart's  lifetime)  it  seems  to 
class  with  the  song  Adelaida,  and  such  Sonatas  as 
the  Pathetique,  the  Mondschein,  and  that  entitled 
Les  Adieux,  V Absence  et  le  Retour.  But  this  is 
the  same  prompting  carried  out  on  a  complete 
scale ;  this  is  the  whole  dramatic  poem,  of  which 
those  are  simply  songs  and  sketches.  Talk  of 
learned,^  abstract,  metaphysical  German  music  ! 
of  Symphonies  as  forms  remote  from  common 
sympathies !  as  cold  affairs  compared  with  the  im- 
passioned Italian  operas  that  we  hear  !  Either  one 
only  fancies  that  he  listens  to  this  symphony,  hear- 
ing as  one  who  hears  not,  deaf  to  sounds  palpably 
before  him,  or  he  must  recognize  in  it  a  warmth 
of  feeling,  a  depth  and  energy  of  passion,  an  out- 
gushing  from  sweet  secret  springs  of  melody,  a 
wealth  of  musical  ideas,  colorings  and  effects,  and 
a  progressive  interest  as  of  an  ever  deepening 
plot,  which  makes  the  said  operas  seem  cold  and 
empty  in  comparison. 

After  the  usual  variety  of  waltzes,  arrange- 
ments, &c.,  the  concert  closed  with  the  finale  and 
march  from  Tannhduser,  a  piece  of  no  great  ori- 
ginality of  thought,  but  of  a  rich  and  festal  pomp 
of  harmony,  and  a  masterly  breadth  and  fulness 
of  instrumentation,  which  exhibited  the  fine  musi- 
cal ensemble  of  this  orchestra,  and  especially  the 
excellence  of  its  brass  instruments  to  great  ad- 
vantage. 


Moke  Cheist.mas  Music.  At  the  Catholic  Ca- 
thedral in  Franklin  St.,  on  Christmas  day,  Beet- 
hoven's first  Mass,  in  C,  vpas  performed,  (we  pre- 
sume vfithout  orchestra),  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Weknee,  the  organist  of  the  church.  Also 
some  music  by  Cherubini,  and  for  an  offertory 
piece,  an  0  salutaris,  composed  and  sung  by  Mr.  S. 
H.  MiLi.ARD,  it  is  said,  with  great  acceptance. 
Why  did  not  some  little  bird  whisper  to  us  that 
these  good  things  were  to  be? 


CojfcEETs  AT  HAND. — The  cxcitement  of  our 
Christmas  Oratorios  is  succeeded  by  a  lull  ;  no 
concert  this  Saturday  night,  no  oratorio  tomorrow. 
For  Tuesday  evening  the  Quintette  Club  offer  a 
fine  programme  ;  the  Orchestral  U.'vion,  Wed- 
nesday atternoon,  will  of  course  be  good  j  and  on 
Saturday  of  next  week  the  Musical  Fund  Soci- 
ety, with  "ts  superb  orchestra,  and  with  choral 
aid  from  the  Handel  and  Haydn,  will  appeal  both 
to  the  love  of  great  classical  symphony  and  over- 
ture (Haydn,  and  Beethoven's  Coriolanus),  and 
to  such  interest  as  certainly  should  be  felt  in  na- 
tive efforts  in  the  higher  walks  of  composition  ; 
we  allude  to  Mr.  C.  C.  Perkins's  Cantata,  which 
has  the  landing  of  our  Pilgrim  Fathers  for  its 
subject.  If  our  musical  friends  do  not  rally  to  the 
support  of  the  Fund  concerts,  they  will  fling  away 
such  an  opportunity  for  the  establishment  of  the 
right  kind  of  orchestra,  as  may  not  offer  for  some 
years  again.  Musicians  cannot  play  us  the  glori- 
ous symphonies  out  of  their  own  pocUets  ! 


Opera  in  New  Xork. 

On  Friday  evening,  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  Mr. 
Manager  H.yckett  took  his  benefit,  in  the  forty-fifth 
and  last  performance  of  Grisi  and  Mario  in  New  York 
The  piece  was  La  Favorita.  On  Thursday,  Do7i  Pas- 
quale  was  given,  with  Grisi,  Mario,  Badiali  and  Susini! 
Lucia,  Lucrezia,  &o.,  preceded;  vaiu  have  proved  the 
hopes  of  new  pieces,  or  of  great  ones,  like  the  Huguenots, 
or  Don  Giovanni.  Semiraviide  was  the  only  positive 
addition  to  the  old  hacknied  repertoire.  All  those  splen- 
dors have,  it  seems,  failed  to  pay.  Next  week  Mr.  Hack- 
ett  announces  three  subscription  nights  in  Philadelphia; 
after  that  there  is  talk  of  concerts  in  Washington,  run- 
ning into  the  middle  of  the  month;  and  then — will  it  be 
Boston's  turnV  The  manager  has  once  promised  as 
much  in  his  Academy  announcements. 

The  Mile.  Nau  troupe  conclude  their  engagement  at 
Niblo's  this  week.  The  other  English  opera  (Miss  Pyke, 
&c.)  are  drawing  crowds  at  the  Broadway  theatre.  The 
German  opera  company  have  announced  Flotow's  Stra- 
della. 

One  of  Mr.  Willis's  lady  correspondents  writes  him  in 
the  Jlome  Journal: 

"  You  certainly  will  miss  a  '  golden  link  in  the  ch.tiu 
of  opportunity,'  if  you  du  notcome  to  town  to  hear  Grisi 
and  Mario  in  the  '  Favorita.'  It  was  simply  bliss  to  hear 
that  Opera  as  given  in  the  Academy  of  Music,  the  other 
evening.  You  have  not  done  justice  to  M.vitio,  in  the 
Home  Journal,  permit  me  to  say.  He  is  an  unapproaclied 
artist,  and  tliough  not  so  impassioned  as  our  old  favorite, 
Benedetti,  his  finish  of  vocaliaition,  and  the  style  in 
which  he  gives  his  cavatinas,  are  beyond  everybody  wo 
have  heard,  immeasurably.  It  is  very  evident  that  he  is 
a  careful  miser  of  his  voice,  and  afraid  of  the  effects  of 
this  dry  and  irritating  climate,  and  no  wonder!  It  would 
take  a  stouter  throat  tlian  Mario's  to  stand  it  long.  The 
critics  used  to  pounce  upon  Benedetti  because  his  voice 
gave  way,  oc(;psionalty,  with  his  more  passionate  outlay 
of  power;  you  remember,  lor  you  defended  him.  But 
we  should  be  willing  to  take  w'hat  JIario  gives  iis  and  be 
content,  for  we  shall  wait  long  for  the  like  of  it  again. — 
I  am  told  that  Grisi  cannot  get  over  people's  going  to  the 
Opera  in  bonnets.  She  says  she  feels  as  if  tlie  servant- 
girls  had  come  with  their  mistresses'  tickets.  The  Opera 
is  such  a  full-dress  place,  m  Europe." 


New  Music. 

(From  Oliver  Ditson,  Boston.) 
I.   La  Sonnamhida,  by  V.  Bellini,  the  opera  com- 
plete,  with  Italian  and  English  words,  and  introduc- 
tory notice,  by  J.  Wret  Mould,  Esq.     No  number 
of  Mr.  Ditson's  cheap  and  elegant  series  of  the  Italian 


^^ 


w 


L_ 


BOSTON,    DECEMBER   30,    1854. 


103 


^^ 


m 


operas  most  in  vogue,  will  be  more  welcomed  (han 
this  ever  fresh  favorite.  It  has  in  it  more  of  the 
freshness  of  Bellini's  peculiarly  melodic  genins,  and 
seems  more  the  product  of  one  happy  inspiration, 
than  either  of  his  other  works.  It  is  a  beutiful  vol- 
ume, uniform  with  the  Norma,  the  Lucrezia  Borgia, 
and  the  Lucia  di  Lamma-moor,  its  predecessors  in  the 
scries,  and  would  make  a  nice  New  Year's  present  to 
a  friend  who  loves  this  kind  of  music. 

2.  Speaking  of  musical  New  Year's  presents,  we 
would  ('all  attention  to  something  still  more  precious, 
suited  to  amateurs  and  students  who  drink  deeper  at 
the  Pierian  spring,  which  Mr.  Ditson  also  furnishes 
in  tasteful  and  convenient  shape.  We  mean  the  com- 
plete Piano-Forte  Sonatas  of  Beethoven.  The 
series  of  the  wliole  thirty  and  odd  of  these  priceless 
treasures  of  artistic  inspiration,  now  nearly  or  quite 
completed,  will  occupy  two  large  and  elegantly  bound 
volumes,  the  first  of  which,  with  a  portrait  of  Beet- 
hoven, is  now  ready,  at  the  low  price  of  S7,50.  We 
believe  Mr.  Ditson's,  owing  to  the  restrictions  of 
copyright  in  Europe,  is  the  only  complete  edition  of 
these  Sonatas. 

3.  The  season,  too,  reminds  us  with  equal  pro- 
priety of  the  same  publisher's  collection  of  Mendel- 
ssohn's Lieder  ohne  Worte,  complete  in  one  volume, 
price  $3. 

(From  G.  P.  Keed  &  Co.) 

1.  Rossini  :  Les  Soirees  MusicaUs,  No.  5.  U'ln- 
vito  (The  Invitation.)  Italian  and  English 
words,  translated  by  C.  J.  Sprague. 

A  highly  original  and  fascinating  bolero  melody, 
in  a  minor  key,  with  rich  and  florid  accompani- 
ment. See  anecdote  about  these  Soirees  on  a  pre- 
ceding page. 

2.  Veedi  :  Selections  from  II  Trovatore.  Italian 
and  English  (by  C.  J.  Spkague);  No.  1.  Stride 
la  vampa  (Roaring  the  fire  burns). 

This  is  quite  a  pretty  and  effective  Gypsey  song, 
for  mezzo  soprano  voice.  The  pieces  in  the  se- 
ries are  selected  and  transposed  by  our  accom- 
plished Italian  teacher  and  composer,  Sig.  A  Ben- 
DELAEi.  These  first  tastes  of  the  opera  which  has 
made  the  last  furore  in  Italy  will  be  eagerly 
sought  by  our  lovers  of  the  Verdi  school. 

(Published  by  Nathan  Richardson.) 

1.  Chopin  :  op.  34.  Trots  Valses  brillantes,  for 
Piano.  Another  set  of  the  most  exquisitely  graceful, 
imaginative,  spiritual  things  that  were  ever  written  in 
waltz  rhythm.  The  three  may  be  had  .'separately. 
We  would  especially  recommend  No.  2,  in  A  minor, 
which  opens  with  a  beautiful  theme  in  the  tenor  part. 

2.  Handel.  Air  varie  for  Piano.  The  theme  will 
be  recognized  as  a  sterling  Andante,  that  has  become 
familiar  in  various  forms.  The  variations  are  full  of 
invention  and  of  interest  to  the  end.  It  will  be  good 
to  leave  polkas  and  modern  fantasias  and  come  back 
to  Handel. 

3.  Mendelssohn.  Six  German  Songs:  iNo.  4. 
"The    Favorite   Spot"    (Lieblings    pldtzchin). 

Another  of  the  smaller,  way-side  flowers  of 
Mendelssohn's  song-writing  talent.  The  melody 
is  simply,  sweet  and  naive,  as  becomes  the  quiant 
and  pretty  little  poem  from  Des  Knaben  Wunder- 
horn. 

A  CARD. Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  muisic  (duoa,  trios, 
&c.  for  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 

M\i.  Mtitlit  Db  XainnttB 

Has  tlie  honor  to  announce  that  she  will,  at  the  beginning  of 

the  year,  open  Two  Nkw  Classes  for  the 

INSTRUCTION  OF  YOUNG  LADIES  on  the  PIANO-FORTE: 

One  Class  for  Beoinnehs,  and  another  for  Advanced  Pupils. 

The  ClaBBos  to  open  on  Monday,  Jan.  8,  and  Tuesday,  Jan.  9. 

tCT^- Terms  fifteen  dollars  for  twenty-four  lespons. 

For  classes  or  private  lessons  apply  at  55  Uancock  street, 

Mile.  Gabrielle  De  Lamotto'a  residence.  Doc  30  2t 


CONCERTS 


CHAMBER  CONCERTS. 

€ljE  BIrniirlssDJin  alninWtt  Clnb, 

Respectfully  announce  to  their  subscribers  and  the  public  of 
Boston  that  their 

FOURTH      CONCERT 

Of  the  Series  will  take  pl.ice 

On  Tuesday  Evening,  Jan'y  2d, 

AT    Messrs.   CHIC  KERIIVG'S    ROOMS, 

On  which  occasion  they  will  be  assisted  by 
Messrs.   ARTHURSON"    and  C.  C.  PEBKIISrs. 

Onslow's  descriptive  Quintette  in  C  minor, — Mendelssohn's 
Quartette  in  D, — Beethoven's  Phino  Trio  in  D,— and  two  char- 
acferistic  pieces  for  Piano  and  Violin  by  Mr.  Perkins. — Mr. 
Arthurson  will  sing  Mozart's  "  Cara  inimagine,"  from  the 
Zaiiber/ldte,  and  Handel's  "  Total  Eclipse." 

3:7=''Package  of  Eight  Tickets,  !}?o  :  Single  tickets,  SI  each. 

[IIT^The  Concert  will  commence  at  7}^  o'clock  precisely. 

AFTERNOON  CONCERTS. 
THE     ORCHESTRAL     UNION, 

AT  THE 

BOSTON  MUSIC  HALL. 

Every  Wednesday,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

And  continue  through  the  season. 

CARL  ZERRAHBT Conductor, 

Single  tickets,  25  cts  :  Packages  of  6  tickets,  ©1 :  for  sale  at 
the  music  stores  and  at  the  door.  Nov  23 

<3r.    .£L.    SOI£3a^ITT, 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr   0.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

D.   B.   NEWHALL. 

MANUFACTXTRER  AND  DEALER  IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

Ko.  34r4  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  ^  TO  LET. 

HE>VS'    PATENT 

AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Mu.sical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Wcushingtoii  St.^  Boston. 

CONCERT    HALL, 

CORNER  OF  EUCLID  STREET  AND  PUBLIC  SQUARE, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

This  new  and  elegfint  hall,  designed  expressly  for  concerts 
and  lectures,  is  nf)w  open  for  artists  and  others  intending  to 
give  entertainments  in  Cleveland. 

The  hall  is  well  lighted,  handsomely  frescoed  and  decorated, 
and  will  seat  comfortably  1200  persons,  its  central  location 
renders  it  the  most  desirable  of  any  in  the  city. 

For  terms,  etc.,  apply  to  IIOLBROOK  &  LONG, 

Piano-Forte  Dealers,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


YOUNG  LADIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Rooms  in  connection  with  Mr.  E.  A.  Beanian's  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No.  23  Temple  Place. 

E.  R.  BLANCHARD,  Teaclier. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  BIr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School| 

Central  Place. 

RESIDENCE,  24  WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  read  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  the  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  with  first  prikciples  and  pro- 
ceeding upwards,  by  regular  and  successive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  dinicult  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  which  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Webb  &  Co,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  Blanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instrmction  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Young  Ladies'  Vocal  Music  School,we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualiBed  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Bliinchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,        Geo-  J.  Weod,  F.  F.  Mulleb, 

Geo.  F.  Root,  B.  F.  Baker. 

Sept  30  .     tf 

ADOLPH    KIELBLOCK. 

United  States  Hotel.  Dec  30 


NO.  3  LA  GRANGE   PLACE,  BOSTON. 

Havingresided  thirteen  years  in  Europe  with  a  view  of  adap- 
ting the  Italian  style  of  Singing  to  the  En  lish  voire  anti  of 
remedying  u^ea-kiifss  of  thu  voice,  and  thornughly  correcting 
harsh,  guttural,  nasal,  or  other  unplcftrant  peculiarities,  pro- 
poses to  give  lessons  on  the  Voice,  and  in  Singing,  in  I  he  ItaJiiUi 
French,  and  English  Languages. 

Many  who  have  spent  years  of  severe  study  to  attiiin  musical 
excellence,  after  struggling  to  conquer  some  gnrtursiJ,  nas!il,or 
other  unpleasant  mannerism,  abandon  the  pursuit  from  the  be- 
lief that  they  are  Jifliicted  with  a  natvral  dcfeftiveness ;  when, 
with  a  fracfionni  part  of  the  application  which  they  l>i)Gtow  on 
the  other  branches  of  their  musical  education,  and  with  much 
less  physical  effort  {if  properly  directed)  than  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  use,  their  voices  might  be  rendered  comparative- 
ly beautiful. 

To  singers  of  eminence  he  would  say,  with  a  just  appreciation 
of  their  high  attainments,  that  a  hv'w_fpTariicnl  exaininaiion  of 
his  system  will  convince  the  most  sreplical,  that  h''  can  afford 
them  such  assistance  in  beautifying  the  voice,  as  might  delight 
the  most  fastidious. 

"  Being  acquainted  with  the  course  of  vocal  discipline  pursued 
by  Mr.  W.  J.  Parkerson  in  forming  and  developmg  the  voice, 
I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  my  testimony  to  its  excellence  ;  be- 
lieving it  to  be  far  preferable  to  any  other  method  known  to  me. 

GEO.  J.  WEBB. 

Boston,  Oct.  7, 1854." 

01?"  Terms,  ®50  per  quarter.      ^ 

F.    F.    MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old   South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  IVtndel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  No.  3  "Winter  Place,  Boston, 

Sept  16  3m 

WILLIAM    BERGER, 
PtaMishea'  and  lanporter  of  Mmsbc, 

No.  83  West  4tli  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantlv  on   hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MUSIC,   for  sale   at  Eastern   prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.     A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
0=°  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aug26 

FRENCH  LANGUAGE. 
Mr.  DE  liAMOTTE,  from  Paris,  begs  leave  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion to  pupils  in  classes,  or  private  lessons,  during  the  ensuing 
winter,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  55  Hancock 
street.  0  21    3m 

JfLR,  S.  HARRISON  MILLARB, 

Begs  to  inform  the  musical  public  of  Boston  that  he  is  now 

prepared  to  receive  pupils  in 

Italian  and  Engllsli  Vocal  zaton. 

Classes  will  be  formed  on  the  principle  of  the  Conservatoire 
A  Paris. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  English  Oratorio  singing. 

Classes  for  the  study  of  the  Italian  language  will  also  be 
formed. 

Residence,  6  Tyler  Street. 

Mr.    J.  Q.    WETHERBEE, 

(BASSO  CANTANTE,) 
No.  18  TREMONT  TEMPLE,   BOSTOBT. 

MR.  AUGUST  FRIES, 

Respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  former  pupils,  that  he 
again  is  prepared  to  receive 
ADVANCED  PIANISTS  AS  PUPILS, 
to  accompany  them  with  the  Violin  in  Sonatas,  Duo  concer- 
tante,  Solos,  &c.      Applications  sent  to  7  Winthrop  Place, 
will  be  promptly  attended  to.  .  oct  14    3m 

SONGS  WITHOUT  WORDS. 

MENDELSSOHN'S  SONGS  WITHOUT  WORDS,  (Lieder 
ohne  Worte,)  have  just  been  issued  in  one  elegjint  volume, 
bound  in  cloth,  embossed  and  lettered.     Price  -f  3. 

Published  by         Oliver  Ditson,  115  Was/ungton  St. 

Respectfully  announce   to  the  musical  public  of  Boston  and 
vicinity  that  they  are  prepared  to  accept  engagements  fur 

PRIVATE  MUSICAL  PARTIES. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Club  to  give  but  few  public  concerts 
out  of  Boston  this  season  ;  and  as  many  of  thwr  friends  may 
feel  the  need  of  their  accustomed  entertainment,  the  Club  vrill 
be  happy  to  receive  propositions  for  series  of  Parlor  Concerts 
similar  to  those  now  given  in  Cambridge,  New  Bedford,  Jlilton, 
etc.  TIIOS.  RYAN,  Sec'y,  19  Franklin  St.  Boston. 

SIGNOR  COREIjIil  begs  leave  to  announce  that  he 
has  commenced  Morning  and  Afternoon  Classes  for  tlie  in- 
struction of  Young  Ladies  in  SOLFEGGIO,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Messrs.  Chickerino,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 

For  the  convenience  of  those  attending  schools,  the  afternoon 
classes  from  4  to  5. 

Terms,  twelve  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

Signer  Oorelli  has  removed  to  No  47  Ilancock  Street,  where 
henceforth  he  may  be  addressed  ;  or  at  the  Tremont  House,  or 
at  the  Messrs.  Chickering's  Ro»ms.  Sept  9 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


NOW     READY, 

THE   GEEAT   WOEK   OF   THE   YEAR, 

MOORE'S 

COMPBLiETE  ENC YCLOPjEUIA 

A  ■work  which  has  cost  the  iniiefiitigjible  compiler  fifteen 
years  of  arduous  labor,  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished celebrities  in  the  musical  ivorld.  This  splendid  work, 
so  indispensable  not  only  to  the  professional  musician,  hut  to 
every  amateur,  rs  comprised  in  one  elegant  royal  octavo  toI- 
ume,  of  1004  pages,  double  columns,  and  contains  the  Biogra- 
phies of  upwards  of 

4000   MUSICIANS! 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  Composers  and  Performers 
who  have  ever  lived. 

A.  Com\>\ete  Bictlonary  of  over 

5000    MUSICAL   TERMS, 

"With  full  definitions.    A  Complete  History  of  the 

SCIEIN'CE    OP    MUSIC, 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  present A  full  description  of 

All  Known  Musical  Instruments, 

With  the  daf^es  of  their  invention,  and  their  Scales.    Treatises 
on  HARMONY  and  THOllOUGH  BASS,  &c.  &c. 

A  Koolt  iaiteiided  to  covea*  tSae  wliole 

of  ITIusical  Science. 

JOHN  P,   JEWETT   &   CO, 

PUBLISHERS, 

July  29  BOSTON. 


SIGWOR  AITGUSTO  BENDEI^ART,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickcring  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  i^reat 
euccess  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  AncusTO  Bendelari,  at  the 
Winthrop  Hou.ce,  or  to  Messrs.  Ohickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

BEFEREXCES. 


Rev.  Sam'l  K.  lothrop, 
Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq. 
Sept  9 


Samuel  G.  Ward.  Esq. 
John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 


MK.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  appUcations  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

JIeferences— R.  E.  Apthorp,  C,  C.  Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 

E.  R.   BLANCHARD, 

TE.AC11ER.  Ot'  THE  PlA.^O  \^^  SINGIKG. 

Kesidencp,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference^  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esci.  May  20. 

L.   H.. SOUTHARD. 

TEACHEB     ©F     MUSIC, 
265  "Wasliin^oxi  Street,  Boston. 

Germanic  Seresiade  Band. 

THE  SERVICES  OP  THIS  ASSOCIATION  can  be  secured 
by  applying  to 

H.  E  TELTOW,  Agtnt. 
iilttf  30  Fayette  Street.. 

CHICKERING    &    SONS, 

MANUFACTDEERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERT  DESCRIPTION. 


"WABEKOOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr29  BOSTON.  tf 


NOW    BEADY: 

Third  and  Cheap  Edition  of  the 

MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PMO-FOaXE, 

BY  NATHAN  RICHARDSON. 

InasDiuch  as  the  demand  for  a  cheaper  edition  of  this  In- 
struction Book  has  been  so  great,  particularly  among  Teachers, 
heads  of  Seminaries,  &c.,  the  publisher  has  been  induced  to 
issue  an  edition  containing  precisely  the  same  matter,  but 
bound  in  a  plainer  style.  This  Method  is  more  complete  and 
systematic  than  any  other  published  in  this  country  or  Europe, 
and  is  now  the  cheapest.  It  is  recommended  by  all  the  first 
Teachers,  as  being  the  very  best. 

Price,  in  plain  binding S3,00 

In  the  original  style,  full  gilt S?4,00 

Copies  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  on  the 
receipt  of  the  above  prices. 

PUBLISHED   AT   THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANQE, 

282  Washington  Street.  Boston,  by 
ISTATHAIN"  RICHARDSOK*. 


GEOEGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 

AND      M  EL  O  D  E  O  N  S . 

No.  3    "^TIKTEK    STREET, 

BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

WARRANTED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Dec  9  ,  3m 

A.    W.    PRENZEIi 

■Will  resume  his 

I3NrST3ElTTCTI01Sr    0»'    THE    I?IA3SrO>^E'OUTE, 

On  or  before  October  1st. 

Orders  may  be  left  at  the  music-stores  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Co. 
'  N.  Richardson,  or  E  H.  Wade.  Aug26 

INSTRUCTION  IN  ITALIAN. 

MR,  LTJIGI  MOIVTI,  Instructor  in  Italian  at  Harvard 
Uniycreity,  will  give  private  lessons  in  the  city. 
Address  at  the  Winthrop  House.  Oct  7    3m 

John  Bunyan  Still  Lives ! 

THE    GREAT     AMERICAN     PICTURE. 

TnE  ENTIRE  AND   INIMITABLE  ALLEGORY   OP 

THB    PIZGRim^S    JPROGRESSj 

In  one  Picture,  24  by  39  inches,  most  elegantly  engraved  on 
STEEL,  by  Andrews,  containing  2S0  human  figures,  besides  all 
the  scenes  through  which  Christian  passed,  on  his  journey  from 
the  city  of  Destruction,  to  the  Celestial  City,  so  admirably 
portrayed  by  Bunyan.  Every  Christian  family  should  have 
this  splendid  production  of  humat  genius. 

Testimonials  of  the  strongest  nature,  too  numerous  to  pub- 
lish, have  been  received  by  the  publisher,  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  England  and  America. 

JOHN  P.  JEWETT,  Fublislier. 

GEO.  E.  SICKELS  i3  the  only  adthoriied  Agent  for  Bos- 
ton. His  rooms  are  at  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  No.  9,  Cornhill, 
where  he  keeps  the  Engraving  for  Sale.  Also — Plain  and 
Ornamented  Frames,  designed  expressly  for  it,  at  the  lowest 
prices.  Nov.  12. 

G.   ANDR6   &   CO.'S 

19  S.  NINTH    STREET,   ABOVE   CHEBTN0T, 

(East  side,)  PHILADELPHIA. 

DCP'A  catalogue  of  our  stock  of  Foreign  Music,  and  of  our 
own  Publications,  has  just  been  published.  Music  and  Music 
Books  imported  to  order,  as  heretofore,  from  Germany,  Italy, 
France  and  England. 

OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
Winthrop  House.  Terms  ; — S50  per  quarter  of  24  l«ssons, 
two  a  week  ;  JffiSO  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 

Me.    THOMAS    RYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  pupils  that  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  season,  and  is  prepared  to  give  instruction 
on  the  PIANO,  FLUTE,  CLARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
THOROUGH  BASS.  Applications  may  be  made  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  19  Franklin  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  music  store. 
Sept  16 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-FORTE,  and  in  the  TuEORr  of  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


MANUFACTURED   BY 

MASON     &,     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  inyited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  ua.  We  beliere 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Finish. 
Our  prices  vary  from  860  to  S175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Kecommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Bradboky,  George  F.  Root,  L.  H.  Southard, 
Edwin  Brdce,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

[O^The  opinions  of  the  above  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

HENRT  MASON.       )  MASON  &-   HAMIilN, 

EMM0N8  HAMLIN. )  Cambridge  St.  (cor.  of  Charles,)  Boston,  Ms. 
Oct  28    6m  (Directly  in  frontof  the  Jail.J 

CARL    GARTNER, 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 

May  be  found  at  No  20  Dover  Street,  every  forenoon  between 
9  and  10.  Oc  14 

LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELLO. 
HENRI  JimGNICKEL 

Will  receive  pupils  on  the  Violoncello.    Address  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  67  Warren  Street.  Oc  14 


MR.   GUSTAV  EREBS, 

MEMBER  OF  THE  MENDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB, 

Begs  leave  to  inform  the  public  that  he  is  prepared  to  give 

instruction  on  the 

FLUTE,    VIOLIN    AND    PIANO. 

tCr"  Applications  made  at  No.  17  Franklin  Place  will  receive 

prompt  attention.  Qc  14 


MANUEL  PENOLLOSA, 

PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gkat's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

Keferences. 

Messrs.  Chickeeino,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Pdnchard,  Boston. 

Messrs.  George  Peabodt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem 


PIANIST  AND   TEACHER   OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G  P 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row.  ■■  ^-  •:. 

References  :— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  St 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 


CARL    ZERRAHN. 

Conductor  of  the    Haudel  &  Haydn   Society, 

Conductor  of  the  Orchestral  Union,  and 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  his  OFFICE  in  E.  H.  Wade's  mu=ic  store 
or  at  his  residence,  U.  S.  Hotel.  Dec  23    6t  ' 


PRINCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  variety,  from  S4.5  to  SloO,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  churih.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co 


Sept.  2 


O.   p.   REED   &  Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
SoU  Agents  for  Fnnce  ^  Co.^s  Mtlodeons. 


ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 
TEACHER    OP    THE    PIANO-FORTE. 

Residence,    8i    Plnckaey    Street. 

Sept  16  tf 


>3Siitoaiii  a..  Balct,      jLtltet.-irtgfi.  jSiigu  an!)  3lflt  f  rinting-@fllw,      Nc.  21  gftipol  5t 


ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OF   THE  PIANO-FOETE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Reed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Roxbury.  Sept  9 

H.    S.    CUTIiER, 

MUSIC  ROOM  UNDER  CHURCH  OP  TEE  ADVENT. 

Terms  S30.— Address  care  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  \Xash- 
ington  S  ■ Sept  9  tf 

J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Residence  No.  96  Kaeeland  Street. 


^. 
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9.  Pixp^r  0f  %xt  ani  Ciitxatnx€< 


VOL.    VI. 


BOSTON,    SATURDAY,    JANUARY    6,    1855. 


NO.   14. 


PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATURDAY. 


I  BY   MAIL,...- $2    PER   A^"NUM, 
1     "     CARRIER,   $2.50  " 


IN  ADVANCE. 


ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Music,  but  with 
glances  at  the  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  Literature  5 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  ReTiews  of  Concerts^ 
Oratorios,  Operas ;  with  timely  Analyses  of  the  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  Music  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3-  A  Summary  of 
the aigniticant  Musical  News  from  all  parts;  gathered  from 
English,  German,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5-  Essays  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositioos,  instru- 
ments, theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  ;  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
Social,  and  Religious  bearings  ;  on  Music  in  the  Church,  the 
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Translated  for  this  Journal. 

The  Violin  Quartet. 

BY   A.  OULIBICHEFF. 

(Continued  from  last  week  ) 
It  remains  to  say  a  few  words  about  the  techni- 
cal difficulties  of  this  kind  of  composition.  All 
Quartets — of  course  I  mean  all  good  ones — eon- 
tain  parts  which  are  written  in  the  melodic,  and 
parts  which  are  written  in  the  fugued  style.  The 
best  are  those  in  which  the  same  molices  serve  for 
the  melody  and  for  the  contrapuntal  development ; 
the  best,  1  say,  and  also  the  most  difficult  to 
make.  The  reason  is  the  following.  In  the  fugued 
portions  of  these  strictly  thematic  compositions 
every  note  has  a  double  significance  :  it  fills  out 


an  interval  of  the  chord,  and  it  contributes  to  the 
outlining  of  the  figures  and  the  imitations ;  with 
this  difference,  however,  that  the  composer,  in- 
stead of  moving  in  themes  selected  according  to 
the  conveniences  of  the  fugue  style,  is  obliged  to 
subject  the  song,  which  forms  the  melodic  part  of 
the  work,  to  the  same  learned  analysis  ; — an  alto- 
gether harder  things  to  do.  This  interior  struc- 
ture of  the  Quartet  rests  upon  musical  analo- 
gies, which  one  must  recognize  and  nicely  settle. 

The  composer  of  a  Quartet  has  nothing  to  do 
with  any  action  involved  in  it,  or  with  any  under- 
stood narrative,  or  with  any  emotion  produced  by 
outward  springs,  or  with  any  picturesque  image. 
He  must  avoid  wishing  to  act,  to  discourse,  to  nar- 
rate, to  depict  sensible  objects:  since  all  this 
would  only  lead  him  into  making  a  substitute  for 
an  Opera,  for  a  dramatic  Overture  or  Symphony 
with  programme, — in  short  a  tone-product  subor- 
dinate to  the  other  brauthes  of  the  art. 

The  composer  of  a  Qnartet  has  singly  and  sole- 
ly to  yield  to  any  self-prompted  mood  of  feeling, 
any  free  play  of  fancy,  which,  abandoned  purely 
to  itself  and  dreams,  transports  itself  into  a  state 
independent  of  outward  things.  The  Quartet 
must  express  a  tendency,  a  more  or  less  character- 
istic inclination  to  a  certain  feeling,  rather  than 
the  actual  and  positive  exercise  of  just  that  feeling. 

Suppose  we  set  out  from  a  melancholy,  sad, 
dejected  mood,  or  from  its  very  opposite.  You 
hear  the  theme,  the  motive,  which  presents  itself 
at  first  simply  and  alone,  that  is  to  say,  as  melody. 
The  implied  feeling  feels  about  itself,  it  traverses 
the  psychological  circle  in  the  limits  within  which 
it  has  arisen ;  upon  its  way  it  meets  with  other 
themes,  which  become  leading  or  secondary 
thoughts,  according  to  the  degree  of  sympathy 
you  recognize  in  them  with  the  fundamental  idea, 
and  sometimes,  too,  according  to  the  weight  of 
their  variety,  which  places  them  in  contrast  with 
the  other.  After  these  different  aspects,  modifi- 
cations, shades,  commentaries,  episodes  or  contra- 
dictions of  the  psychological  ground-thought  have 
passed  one  by  one  before  the  mind,  it  puts  them 
together  and  compares  them.  Thence  springs 
the  necessity  for  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  contra- 
puntal style.  The  musical  unity  ceases  to  be 
simple ;  the  four  voices  individualize  themselves ; 
they  begin  as  it  were  a  conversation  together. 
Now  you  hear  them  expressing  themselves  in  the 
same  strain,  each  adducing  its  own  special  grounds 
for  the  support  of  the  general  feeling ;  and  now  they 
dispute  with  one  another,  two  against  two,  three 


against  one,  or  each  against  all  the  others.  There 
is  no  music  which  more  resembles  a  conversation, 
than  the  true  Quartet ;  but  to  lend  it  such  resem- 
blance one  must  necessarily  select  ideas  which 
seem  to  flow  out  of  one  another ;  the  subject  of 
the  conversation  must  be  perfectly  intelligible  to 
the  soul ;  and  in  spite  of  the  most  decided  differ- 
ences of  opinion,  the  auditor  must  recognize  that 
they  are  all  talking  of  the  same  thing  ;  the  com- 
bination and  analysis  of  the  musical  thoughts 
mLBt  expound  the  truthfulness  of  the  feeling  with 
just  as  much  logical  sequence,  clearness  and  pre- 
cision, as  the  rational  dialectics  of  the  mind. 

We  have  already  spoken  in  our  introduction* 
of  the  astonishing  analogy,  whereby  the  contra- 
puntal style  within  the  sphere  of  Feeling  seems  to 
reproduce  the  logical  forms  of  Thought ;  and  we 
have  at  the  same  time  found  that  the  more  a  mu- 
sical work»  bears  in  itself  the  character  of  a  sim- 
ply or  contradictorily  stated,  supported,  contested 
and  finally  proved  thesis,  the  more  the  sense  of 
the  work  eludes  verbal  definition.  This  remark 
especially  concerns  the  Quartet.  More  than  any 
kind  of  music  this  seems  to  make  its  appeal  to  the 
intellect,  and  for  this  reason  there  is  none  which 
requires  a  more  considerate  selection  of  themes,  a 
more  logical  concatenation,  a  more  severe  correct- 
ness of  style,  and  so  much  melodic  and  harmonic  in- 
vention,to  compensate  for  its  want  of  material  effect 
on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  of  that  strong 
and  energetic  expression  to  which  it  can  and 
should  in  reason  make  no  claim.  Let  me  make 
myself  understood.  By  all  means  you  will  find 
in  the  Quartets  (Mozart's)  dedicated  to  Haydn 
some  energetic,  exciting  and  exceedingly  impas- 
sioned passages ;  but  these  form  neither  the  main 
themes  nor  the  general  character  in  one  of  them ; 
they  pass  quickly  by,  like  those  happy  ebullitions 
which  sometimes  overtake  us  involuntarily  in  the 
midst  of  the  most  tranquil  mood,  or  like  those 
momentary  and  cutting  moral  pangs,  which  some- 
times gnaw  at  our  hearts,  without  our  being  able 
to  explain  them.  These  strange  flashes  of  a  pas- 
sion not  motived  (not  founded  in  the  themes)  may 
run  through  the  Qnartet,  because  they  shine  in 
just  that  psychological  sphere,  which  we  have  in- 
dicated as  its  fundamental  peculiarity. 

Such  is  in  brief  substantially  the  theory  of  what 
is  called  the  worked-up  Quartet,  as  distinguished 
from  all  other  four-voiced  instrumental   composi- 

*  See  "  A  Review  of  the  History  of  Music  before  Mo- 
zart," by  the  same  author,  translated  in  Vol.  V.  Nos.  6 
et  seq.  of  this  Journal. 
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tions ;  a  kind  of  which  Haydn  had  the  honor  to 
be  the  founder,  and  which  Mozart  has  bronght 
to  the  highest  degree  of  conceivable  or  possible 
perfection  ;  a  kind  which,  through  its  conditions 
and  attributes,  as  generally  recognized,  is  the 
touchstone  of  a  composer's  skill,  the  favorite  music 
of  the  connoisseur,  but  on  the  contrary  the  bug- 
bear and  the  terror  of  musical  and  unmusical 
ladies.  We  have  not  drawn  this  theory  out  of  our 
own  brain ;  like  all  theory  in  Art,  which  has  any 
truth  in  it,  our's  flows  immediately  from  practice  ; 
it  has  been  deduced  and  extracted,  piece  for  piece 
and  word  for  word,  out  of  those  models  of  the 
kind  before  alluded  to,  the  Quartets  of  Mozart, 
the  most  perfect  that  exist.  We  have  done  noth- 
ing but  point  out  the  way  of  speculation,  and 
have  sought  by  a  systematic  tie  to  bring  together 
rules,  which  would  not  have  been  invented,  if  the 
example  had  not  already  been  before  us. 
[To  be  continued.] 
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The  Voice. - 

[We  are  permitted  to  publish  the  following  extract 
from  Mr.  J.  Q.  Wethekbee's  remarks  to  the  students 
of  the  Theological  School  at  Andover,  introductory  to  a 
practical  course  of  instruction  in  vocalization.] 

The  power  possessed  by  the  human  voice  of 
expressing  various  states  of  the  mind  with  truth 
and  accuracy,  can  never  be  over-estimated  ;  for  in 
in  its  varied  and  delicate  intonations,  it  can  con-' 
vey  all  the  noble  emotions  which  human  beings 
can  experience. 

The  Theories  at  present  existing  relate  exclu- 
sively to  the  most  external  forms  of  the  Art,  and 
are  therefore  left  behind  when  we  consider  the 
vocal  effects  constantly  occurring  in  practice. 
Indeed,  to  present  a  theory,  or  system,  worthy 
of  the  name,  would  be  to  analyze  human  affec- 
tions and  passions,  as  to  their  most  minute  changes. 
A  true  theory  would  be  one,  which,  founded  in 
nature  and  the  development  of  all  the  affections 
and  passions  that  constitute  the  soul  of  man, 
should  give  these  their  true  coloring  and  expres- 
sion. It  is  not  however  proposed  to  pursue  the 
subject  with  reference  to  any  such  theory,  but 
simply  to  notice  some  of  the  characteristics  of  the 
difierent  classes  of  voice ;  as,  the  Soprano,  Con- 
tralto, Tenor  and  Bass. 

It  is  a  well  estabHshed  fact  that  the  expression 
peculiar  to  these  different  voices,  does  not  arise 
so  much  from  their  difference  of  pitch,  or  com- 
pass, as  from  the  different  quality  of  tone  pe- 
culiar to  each  voice.  Jenny  Lind  has  a  sopra- 
no voice,  and  cannot  probably  sing  more  than 
three  or  four  notes  higher  than  Alboni,  who 
possesses  a  Contralto ;  yet  no  one  can  fail  to  dis- 
cern a  striking  difference  in  the  quality  of  the 
two  voices.  If  I  might  be  allowed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  illustration,  to  define  the  difference  in 
expression  between  the  soprano  and  contralto 
voices,  as  exhibited  by  these  ladies  (and  more 
perfect  examples  of  each  could  not  easily  be 
found),  I  should  say  that  the  Soprano  was  the 
voice  of  Sentiment,  and  the  Contralto  that  of 
Passion.  Jenny  Lind's  tones  are  clear,  bright, 
and  ringing,  with  a  perfect  sostenuto ;  while  Al- 
boni's  are  pure,  rich,  and  liquid,  and  in  runnincr 
divisions  furnish  an  apt  illustration  of  Milton's 
description  of  the  effect  produced  by  "  soft  Lyd- 
ian  airs ;  "  for  certainly  they  do  most  completely 
charm  the  senses 

"  In  notes  with  many  a  winding  bout 
Of  United  sweetness  long  drawn  out, 
With  wanton  heed  and  giddy  cunning 
The  melting  voice  through  mazes  running." 
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The  expression  of  Alboni's  voice,  however,  may 
be  said  rather  to  belong  to  the  earth  than  Heaven, 
for  it  appeals  more  to  the  senses  and  passions,  than 
to  the  higher  affections.  A  similar  distinction  is 
also  apparent  between  the  quality  of  Tenor  and 
Bass  voices.  The  Tenor,  being  lighter,  more 
ductile  and  more  brilliant  than  the  Bass,  is  pe- 
culiarly adapted  to  the  expression  of  tender  sen- 
timents. Consequently  in  operas  we  almost  in- 
variably find  the  lover's  part  entrusted  to  a 
Tenor.  The  volume  of  the  Bass  voice,  on  the 
contrary,  being  larger  and  less  pliable,  gives  it  a 
peculiar  fitness  in  the  expression  of  anger,  re- 
venge, and  the  more  masculine  and  energetic 
emotions. 

The  characteristics  of  all  these  voices,  however, 
are  susceptible  of  a  good  deal  of  modification  ;  for 
we  not  unfrequently  find  the  liquid  sweetness  of 
the  Contralto  in  the  Soprano ;  and,  vice  versa, 
much  of  the  bell-like  ring  and  brilliancy  of  the 
Soprano  in  the  Contralto.  So  also  there  are 
Basses  capable  of  soft  and  even  tender  expression, 
and  Tenors  of  great  energy  and  force.  The 
Mezzo  Soprano  holds  a  medium  range  between 
the  Soprano  and  Contralto,  and  the  Baritone  a 
similar  position  between  the  Tenor  and  Bass; 
consequently,  the  quality  of  the  Mezzo  Soprano, 
and  the  Baritone,  is  of  a  mixed  character. 

This  classification  does  not  arise  simply  from 
the  fact  of  a  difference  as  to  compass  or  pitch, 
but  as  I  before  observed,  from  their  difference  of 
quality,  and  consequently  different  power  of  e.x- 
pression.  Bkaham  may  sing  a  tone  as  deep  in 
pitch  as  Lablache  ;  yet  his  voice  is  a  pure 
Tenor,  because  it  has  the  quality  of  tone  peculiar 
to  the  Tenor. 

This  difference  of  quality  in  the  different 
voices  may  be  illustrated  by  a  comparison  with 
the  various  orchestral  instruments.  The  violin, 
the  viola,  the  violoncello,  and  even  the  contra- 
basso  or  double-bass,  may  all  .sound  the  same 
given  note  as  to  pitch,  but  on  hearing  it  played 
successively  by  each  instrument,  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  distinguishing  the  tones  of  the 
various  instruments.  This  difference  of  quality 
is  still  more  apparent  in  the  wind  instruments. 
The  flute,  oboe,  clarinet,  bassoon,  horn,  trumpet, 
trombone,  and  ophicleide,  may  all  sound  the 
same  actual  note ;  but  who  could  fail,  on  hearing 
them  in  succession,  to  distinguish  one  from  the 
other  ?  As  a  farther  illustration  of  this  idea,  it 
would  be  easy  to  instance  voices  corresponding 
in  quality  with  all  these  different  instruments. 
It  is  common  to  speak  of  a  flute-like  quality  of 
voice — a  voice  with  the  reedy  sweetness  of  the 
clarinet,  or  the  plaintiveness  of  the  oboe.  They 
are  also  frequently  compared  to  the  tones  of  the 
trumpet ;  and  there  are  many  voices  which  may 
with  great  propriety  be  compared  to  the  rich  and 
powerful  tones  of  the  French  horn  and  trombone. 
The  gigantic  ophicleide,  even,  has  its  representa- 
tives amongst  the  candidates  for  fame  in  the  vo- 
cal art.      • 

It  is  owing  to  these  peculiar  characteristics  of 
the  different  voices,  that  one  appeals  more  power- 
fully to  the  feelings  than  another,  and  that  voices 
which  have  a  peculiar  charm  for  one  class  of 
listeners,  fail  .  entirely  to  interest  another.  The 
tones  of  the  Contralto,  or  lowest  female  voice,  for 
example,  are  regarded  by  some  as  the  very  per- 
fection of  pathos,  whilst  by  others  they  are  con- 
sidered as  either  too  masculine  in  character  for  a 
lady,  or  as  altogether  coarse   and   inexpressive. 


There  is  a  very  large  class  who  esteem  the  Tenor 
as  the  most  expressive  and  beautiful  of  the  male 
voices,  while  by  another  class  it  is  regarded  as 
altogether  too  effeminate  and  unmanly.  There 
is  an  ambition  which  is  too  common  (especially 
with  lady  vocalists)  to  extend  the  voice  upwards. 
The  Prima  Donna's  part  in  the  greater  number 
of  operas  is  composed  for  a  high  Soprano ;  and 
as  all  ladies  wish  to  be  Prima  Donnas,  they  resort 
to  the  unnatural  forcing  of  the  upper  tones,  for- 
getting that  what  they  thus  gain  in  compass,  they 
lose  in  sweetness  and  true  expression.  Many 
beautiful  voices  have  thus  been  sacrificed  to  an 
ill-directed  ambition.  Amongst  the  gentlemen 
Basses,  on  the  other  hand,  the  effort  is  to  advance 
in  the  contrary  direction  and  produce  tones  as 
low  and  deep  as  possible.  I  am  not  aware,  how- 
ever, that  this  effort  to  progress  downwards  is 
attended  with  any  injurious  effect  upon  the 
natural  register  of  the  voice,  unless  carried  to 
excess,  when,  as  in  all  cases  of  extremes,  it  be- 
comes dangerous. 

The  ambition  for  the  profound  in  singing  is 
sometimes  carried  to  a  ludicrous  extent,  and  a 
number  of  amusing  anecdotes  are  told  of  the  rival 
possessors  of  low  notes.  There  was  a  Bass  singer 
in  Liverpool,  a  great  favorite  at  the  numerous 
choral  meetings  in  Lancashire  and  elsewhere,  who 
possessed  a  voice  of  such  singular  power  and 
depth  as  to  excite  general  astonishment,  and 
make  him  the  su'oject  of  the  envy  and  glory  of 
the  numerous  Basses  who  met  on  these  occasions. 
Fame  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  this  champion 
English  Bass,  a  singer  residing  in  Dublin, 
named  O'Reilly,  whose  voice  it  was  stated  was  as 
much  superior  to  Meredith's  in  volume  and  depth 
as  Meredith's  was  to  the  ordinary  range  of  Bass 
tones.  At  first  he  slighted  the  assertion,  thinkincr 
it  too  absurd  to  deserve  notice  ;  but  the  report 
having  gained  ground  through  various  confirma- 
tions, and  feeling  that  the  laurels  on  bis  brow 
wei-e  beginning  to  fade,  he  determined  to  seize 
the  first  opportunity  of  going  to  Dublin  for  the 
purpose  of  satisfying  himself  in  regard  to  the 
fact;  or  rather  of  putting  himself  in  a  position  to 
contradict  it ;  for  he  fully  expected  this  would  be 
the  result  of  his  journey.  At  length  he  was  en- 
abled to  put  his  long-cherished  project  into  exe- 
cution and  accordingly  took  passage  in  one  of  the 
sailing  vessels  to  Dublin.  On  arriving  he  pro- 
ceeded without  delay,  and  with  more  hope  than 
fear,  to  O'Reilly's,  knocked  at  she  door,  which, 
as  it  happened,  was  opened  by  O'Reilly  himself 
Meredith  instinctively  perceiving  that  the  object 
of  his  search  stood  before  him,  cleared  his  voice 
and  asked  in  his  deepest  and  most  powerful  tones, 
lengthened  out  musically,  if  his  name  was  Patrick 
O'Reilly  ?  Amused  by  the  humor  of  this  novel 
mode  of  address,  O'Reilly  returned  it  with  in- 
terest, for  to  the  utter  amazement  and  discomfiture 
of  poor  Meredith,  his  reply  was  commenced  on 
the  tone  in  which  he  had  been  interrogated,  and 
carried  down  with  firmness  and  power  two  whole 
tones  lower.  Whether  it  was  that  he  had  attained 
the  object  of  his  journey,  or  that  the  shock  occa- 
sioned by  this  display  of  Irish  vocalization  was  too 
much  for  the  crest-fallen  Meredith,  we  are  not  in- 
formed ;  it  is  however  certain  that  ho  retreated 
without  uttering  another  word,  leaving  the  aston- 
ished Irish  Basso  profondo  to  guess  at  the  cause  of 
his  visit  and  of  this  laconic  musical  conference. 
The  Baritone,  or  high  Bass,  is  the  medium  voice 
between  the  Bass  and  Tenor,  and  corresponds  with 
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the  Mezzo  Soprano,  which  bears  a  similar  relation 
to  the  Contralto  and  Soprano.  The  Baritone  is 
capable  of  more  exprossion  than  the  Bass,  from  the 
fact  that  it  combines  the  firmness  and  power  of 
the  Bass  and  the  lightness  and  flexibility  of  the 
Tenor.  The  characteristic  expression  of  the  Bass 
is  dignity,  while  that  of  the  Tenor  is  sentiment ; 
and  as  the  Baritone  has  some  of  the  characteristics 
of  both,  with  an  increased  degree  of  energy  or 
intensity,  we  may  with  propriety  style  the  Bari- 
tone the  energetic  or  manly  voice. 

As  a  weneral  rule,  the  Tenor  and  Soprano  may 
be  regarded  as  the  most  popular  of  all  the  voices. 
We  have  a  striking  proof  of  this  in  the  fact  that 
the  greatest  number  of  celebrated  vocalists  in 
past  and  present  times  have  possessed  these  voices. 
Such  singers  as  Madame  Mara,  who  had  a 
Mezzo  Soprano  and  Madlle.  Alboni,  (Con- 
tralto,) may  rise  to  a  high  degree  of  popularity, 
and  there  are  many  persons  who  prefer  to  listen  to 
the  deep,  rich  and  pathetic  tones  of  such  voices, 
rather  than  to  those  of  the  pure  Soprano;  but 
where  there  is  one  Contralto  singer  who  rises  to 
that  high  position,  or  one  person  with  this  prefer- 
ence, there  are  ten  Sopranos  with  the  same  emi- 
nence, and  ten  persons  to  whom  they  afTord  in- 
finitely greater  gratification.  The  chief  cause  of 
this  general  preference  arises,  in  a  great  degree, 
undoubtedly,  from  the  fact  of  the  brilliancy  and 
purity  of  tone,  posessed  in  such  an  eminent  degree 
by  the  Soprano  and  Tenor  voices,  and  conse- 
quently their  greater  power  in  exciting  and  sway- 
ing the  passions. 

A  French  writer  observes,  that:  "Voices,  like 
vineyards,  are  in  general,  distributed  in  districts. 
Picardy  furnishes  finer  Basses  and  in  greater 
numbers  than  any  other  Province,  and  almost  all 
the  fine  Basses  (which  have  shone  at  the  French 
opera  and  other  establishments)  were  frop  that 
Province.  Tenors  are  to  be  met  with  in  greater 
numbers  in  Languedoc,  and  especially  in  Tou- 
louse and  its  environs,  than  in  any  other  part  of 
France.  The  Tenors  of  that  country  are  of  sin- 
gular beauty,  and  the  chance  of  preservation  is 
much  more  favorable  there  than  elsewhere.  In 
Burgundy  and  Franche  Comte  the  female  voices 
have  more  extent  and  a  purer  quality  than  in  all 
the  other  Provinces." 

The  same  fact  has  been  remarked  of  Italian 
voices.  Bergamo,  a  small  place  in  Italy,  has  been 
the  birth-place  of  many  fine  tenors.  Rubini 
and  DoNZELLi  are  two  of  the  most  celebrated. 

In  England,  the  county  of  Lancashire  is  re- 
markable for  its  Basses ;  I  am  not  aware,  how- 
ever, that  any  further  distribution  of  voices  has 
been  traced  in  that  country  e.xcept  that  which 
arises  from  cultivation,  in  counties  where  choral 
music  is  practiced. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  voice  is  subject  to  de- 
rangement from  a  variety  of  causes,  but  especial- 
ly from  the  influence  of  our  capricious  and  severe 
climate.  Can  we  be  surprised  that  an  organ  re- 
quiring such  delicate  management,  and  subject  to 
so  many  adverse  influences,  should  frequently  be 
unfit  for  use  ?  Is  it  not  rather  a  subject  of  aston- 
ishment that  a  singer,  for  instance,  like  Jenny 
Lind,  whose  every  note  in  public  was  caught  by 
the  ears,  and  sank  into  the  hearts  of  enraptured 
thousands,  and  who  therefore  was  constantly  un- 
dergoing states  of  extraordinary  excitement, 
should  not  have  failed  from  indisposition  or  other 
causes  (as  the  voice  may  be  out  of  order  even 
when  there  is  no  particular  bodily  indisposition) 


more  than  once  or  twice  during  her  professional 
engagement  in  this  country  I  It  is  a  proof  that  she 
must  have  been  possessed  of  a  great  share  of  bod- 
ily strength,  as  well  as  mental  energy.  In  her 
were  united  to  a  very  great  degree  the  essential 
elements  of  a  perfect  singer ;  a  poetical  imagina- 
tion, a  beautiful  voice,  and  artistic  cultivation. 
A  person  possessing  a  voice  inherently  beautiful 
may  fail  tc  make  any  impression  upon  an  audience 
simply  because  he  lacks  cultivation,  while  another 
with  a  less  perfect  organ,  but  possessing  imagina- 
tion, judgment,  and  the  necessary  cultivation  may 
produce  thrilling  efiects.  The  most  refined  ima- 
gination, and  the  most  beautiful  voice,  are  power- 
less without  the  aid  of  serious  and  systematic  cul- 
tivation. It  is  only  by  years  of  patient  study  and 
laborious  practice,  that  the  best  organized  singer 
is  enabled  to  bring  out  the  qualities  given  him  by 
Nature,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  felt  in  their 
fullest  force  by  large  audiences.  On  the  other 
hand,  no  course  of  study,  however  well  directed, 
will  enable  one  possessed  merely  of  a  good  voice, 
to  succeed  in  interesting  the  general  public,  except 
to  a  very  limited  extent.  It  is  owing  to  this  rare 
union  of  the  natural  qualifications  with  indefati- 
gable perseverance,  that,  out  of  the  thousands 
who  really  possess  fine  voices,  and  who  attempt 
also  to  cultivate  them,  so  few  arrive  at  anything 
like  distinction.  The  astonishment  of  unmusical 
persons  is  often  excited  when  they  hear  of  a  singer 
devoting  five  or  six  years  of  his  life  to  the  study 
and  practice  of  his  Art,  and  sometimes  a  degree 
of  curiosity  is  excited  to  know  something  of  the 
process  to  which  he  so  willingly  and  perseveringly 
subjects  himself.  An  anecdote  which  has  been 
handed  down  to  us  will  perhaps  serve  to  give  some 
idea  of  the  process,  and  the  importance  attached 
to  it  both  by  master  and  scholar : 

PoRPORA,  one  of  the  most  illustrious  masters  of 
Italy,  conceived  a  friendship  for  a  young  pupil 
whom  he  supposed  possessed  of  the  necessary  re- 
quisites, and  asked  him  if  he  had  courage  to  per- 
severe with  constancy  in  the  course  of  study 
which  he  would  mark  out  for  him,  however  wear- 
isome it  might  seem.  Having  gained  the  consent 
of  the  young  man,  the  master  wrote  upon  a  single 
sheet  of  paper  the  diatonic  and  chromatic  scales 
ascending  and  descending,  the  intervals  of  third, 
fourth,  fifth,  etc.,  in  order  to  accustom  him  to  the 
habit  of  taking  them  with  freedom,  together  with 
trills,  groups,  appogiaturas,  and  passages  of  vari- 
ous kinds  in  vocalization.  This  page  occupied 
them  two  years ;  the  third  year  came  round  and 
nothing  was  said  in  regard  to  changing  the  exer- 
cises, and  the  pupil  began  to  complain ;  but  the 
master  reminded  him  of  his  promise.  The  fourth 
year  slipped  away,  the  fifth  followed  with  the  same 
unaltered  page.  The  sixth  year  found  them  at 
their  task,  but  the  master  added  to  it  some  lessons 
in  articulation,  pronunciation,  and  lastly  in  decla- 
mation. At  the  end  of  this  year,  the  pupil,  who 
still  supposed  himself  in  the  elements,  was  much 
surprised  when  his  master  one  day  said  to  him : 
'  Go,  my  son,  you  have  nothing  more  to  learn — 
you  are  the  first  singer  in  Italy.'  This  singer's 
name  was  Caffarelli,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
gnished  singers  in  the  world. 

It  may  be  asked,  what  are  thfe  specific  objects 
gained,  and  what  is  the  immediate  effect  of  this 
important  practice,  and  how  is  it  that  so  much  de- 
pends upon  the  cultivation  of  what  may  be  term- 
ed the  merely  mechanical  part  of  singing. 

The  first  and  most  important  effect  of   this 


method,  is  to  bring  out  and  eslaUisli  the  most  per- 
fect Tone,  both  as  regards  quality  and  power,  of 
which  the  voice  is  capable.  The  tones  of  an  un- 
cultivated voice  may  be  compared  to  precious  tones, 
which,  if  seen  before  they  are  cut  and  polished, 
give  but  a  faint  idea  of  their  intrinsic  value ;  but 
when  the  crust  which  envelopes  them  is  removed 
by  the  skilful  hand  of  the  lapidary,  their  innate 
purity  and  brilliancy  strike  the  eye  at  once. — 
When  submitted  to  the  critical  ear  of  an  experi- 
enced master,  or  to  the  candid  self-criticism  of  the 
student,  every  purity  and  inequality  of  the  voice 
is  removed  by  degrees,the  weak  tones  are  strength- 
ened, the  false  ones  made  true,  and  every  tone  by 
dint  of  continued  practice  and  observation  is  ren- 
dered clear,  brilliant,  and  as  pleasing  to  the  ear  as 
a  precious  stone  to  the  eye. 

The  second  use  of  this  kind  of  practice,  is  the 
acquirement  of  a  distinct  articulation  of  the  tones. 
I  do  not  now  speak  of  that  indispensable  qualifi- 
cation, the  distinct  articulation  of  the  words  in 
singing ;  but  of  the  successive  and  articulate  ut- 
terance of  several  tones  in  a  series.  Amateurs 
are  often  astonished  by  a  singer's  execution  of 
brilliant  divisions  and  difficult  passages,  and  not 
finding  any  capacity  for  executing  similar  difiicul- 
ties  with  their  own  uncultivated  voices,  imagine 
that  this  power  of  vocalizing  is  a  peculiar  gift. 

Such  however  is  not  the  fact.  Some  voices  are 
'naturally  more  flexibly  and  purer  than  others ; 
but  this  distinct  articulation  of  the  tones  cannot 
be  attained,  even  by  those  who  are  the  most  richly 
endowed,  except  by  earnest  daily  practice  for  a 
series  of  years.  There  is  no  royal  road  to  the 
attainment  of  it.  By  continued  perseverance  in 
this  practice,  and  by  this  only,  can  the  power  be 
acquired  of  executing  with  equableness,  distinct- 
ness, facility  and  brilliancy  all  the  various  orna- 
ments, shakes,  arpeggios,  scales,  major,  minor  and 
chromatic. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  beauty  of  tone  cannot  be 
attained  by  exercising  the  voice  in  songs  of  a  sus- 
tained character,  and  perfection  of  execution  by 
the  practice  of  aire  containing  brilliant  divisions. 
The  answer  is  this, — in  the  practice  of  exercises 
adapted  to  the  object  the  mind  is  fixed  uudivided- 
ly  upon  equalizing,  strengthening,  enriching  and, 
polishing  the  tones,  and  executing  them  with  per- 
fect freedom  and  with  the  purest  intonation  in  all 
the  various  combinations ;  while  in  the  practice  of 
songs  and  airs  the  attention  is  drawn  from  these 
essential  objects  to  the  sentiment  of  the  words  and 
phrasing  of  the  melody  ;  consequently  that  be- 
comes primary  which  should  stand  as  secondary. 
The  words  of  a  song  must  always  be  given  with 
a  proper  regard  to  the  sentiment;  but  to  com- 
mence one's  studies  with  the  singing  of-  songs  be- 
fore the  voice  is  capable  of  adapting  itself  to  the 
sentiment,  is  very  much  like  a  builder  attempting 
to  construct  a  houe  with  stones  or  brick  of  a 
variety  of  sizes  and  forms,  without  regard  to 
plan  or  design,  instead  of  having  first  his  plan  and 
then  his  materials  prepared  to  conform  to  it,  and 
thus  avoiding  the  absurd  and  grotesque  result 
which  would  otherwise  follow.  The  comparison 
may  not  at  once  strike  the  mind,  but  there  is  one 
consideration  which  may  perhaps  lead  to  an  ap- 
prehension of  the  subject.  Music,  it  must  be  re- 
membered, is  pre-eminently  associated  with  the 
feelings,  and  of  all  the  various  forms  of  musical 
composition  songs  appeal  the  most  directly  and 
powerfully  to  the  feelings.  This  simple  fact  ex- 
plains the  whole  difficulty ;    for  it  will  atonce  be 
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perceived  that  it  is  uttei-Iy  impossible  for  any  one 
possessed  of  the  least  feeling  for  poetry  and  mu- 
sic to  attempt  to  combine  them,  and  still  preserve 
that  cold  and  critical  watchfulness  over  the  qual- 
ity of  the  tones  so  indispensable  to  the  formation 
and  building  up  of  the  voice.  The  pleasure  de- 
rived from  the  practice  of  exercises  arises  entirely 
from  the  perception  and  appreciation  of  beauty 
in  tone  and  execution  merely,  and  if  persevered 
in  by  the  student,  who  is  .anxious  to  improve,  be- 
comes a  source  of  permanent  gratification  and 
pleasure. 


^. 


From  BEELIW.  Nov.  22,  1854. 

THE    SINQ-AKABEMIE— MENDELSSOHN'S    "  LA0DA    SIGN  " — CHERU- 
BINI'S   REaUiEM— COMPARED   TVITH  MOZART'S. 

Last  evening  I  renewed  my  acquaintance — a 
pleasant  one  too — v^ith  the  Berlin  Sing-Akademie. 
It  looked  just  the  same  in  that  hall  as  ever,  though 
RuNGENHAGEN  has  gone  to  his  rest,  and  Gkell 
has  taken  his  place  as  director  ;  and  though  the 
Royal  Orchestra  has  given  way  to  Liebig's.  In 
the  centre,  in  front  of  the  stage,  which  is  but  very 
slightly  elevated  from  the  floor,  is  a  grand  piano; 
and  from  this  a  very  narrow  passage  leads  back  to 
the  lobbies.  The  sopranos  and  altos  occupy  the 
entire  width  of  the  stage,  save  this  narrow  pas- 
sage; their  successive  seats  rising  very  gradually,- 
just  enough  to  give  the  singers  a  good  view  of 
their  conductor.  I  made  them  out  (both  parts)  to 
be  about  134  in  number.  Then  came  the  tenors 
and  basses,  also  extending  entirely  across  the 
room,  and  then  on  the  nearly  level  part  of  the 
stage,  behind  all  the  singers,  cairje  the  stringed 
instruments,  in  two  lines,  also  extending  quite 
across;  and  last  of  all,  the  other  and  more  noisy 
members  of  the  orchestra.  I  record  this  particu- 
larly, because,  if  I  have  any  judgment  in  the 
matter,  if  my  observations  for  a  series  of  years  in 
Boston,  New  York,  London,  and  various  cities  here 
on  the  continent,  are  worth  anything,  two  very 
great  mistakes  were  noticeable  in  the  Boston 
Music  Hall  last  winter  : — the  construction  of  the 
stage — which  I  do  hope  will  be  remedied  before 
that  great  organ  is  put  up — and  the  bringing  of 
the  orchestra  down  in  front,  and  that  too  in  such  a 
position  as  to  make  a  great  gulf  between  the  two 
bodies  of  the  women  singers.  If  it  be  objected 
that  it  is  better  for  the  solo  singers,  wh'y  let  them 
study  their  parts  more,  and  learn  to  obey  their 
director,  and  not  lean  upon  some  handsome  fel- 
low's fiddle  !  As  no  other  than  the  present  mode 
was  ever  known  in  Boston,  I  suppose  nobody  can 
believe  that  there  can  be  any  better  way  of 
placing  chorus  and  orchestra.  I  wish  it  might  be 
tried.     "  To  our  muttons." 

The  very  sight  of  the  Sing-Akademie  is  to  me 
truly  delightful.  That  body  of  sopranos  and  altos 
probably  has  not  a  single  member  who  is  not  a 
person  of  culture,  and  of  no  ordinary  musical  edu- 
cation. Mothers  and  daughters  stand  side  by  side, 
the  long  experience  of  the  one  lending  firmness 
and  confidence  to  the  fresh  voices  of  the  other.  I 
think,  on  the  whole,  this  is  the  best  treble  I  ever 
heard.  It  moves  along  magnificently.  Strange 
that  with  us  it  should  be  so  often  the  case,  that  as 
soon  as  a  woman  marries,  she  bids  farewell  to  all 
of  music  she  ever  learned.  Faces  in  the  alto  and 
treble  of  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society,  that  I 
used  to  see  there  six  or  seven  years  ago,  seemed 
like  old  friends  to  me  last  winter,  at  that  noble 
performance  of  "Samson."  Last  night  I  noted 
the  voices  specially,  and  reaffirm  my  former  state- 
ment, that  no  chorus  can  show  better  voices  than 
our  choruses  in  Boston.     But  we  sometimes  want 


a  "back  bone"  in  the  sopranos,  of  long  expe- 
rienced cultivated  singers.  Thanks  to  a  band  of 
noble  women,  the  alto  of  the  Handel  and  Haydn 
last  winter  had  no  cause  to  be  ashamed,  even 
when  compared  with  the  famous  Sing-Akademie. 
So  too  with  the  noble  old  Handel  and  Haydn  Bass, 
unrivalled  in  my  experience.  But  the  tenor — 
there  have  always  been  too  many  dnmmies,  too 
many  who  cannot  read  the  music,  and  have  neither 
ear  nor  voice  if  they  could.  And  yet  what  a  su- 
perb tenor  might  that  be  if  the  weeds  were  rooted 
out  and  the  wheat  cultivated  .' 

In  the  perfection  of  time,  tune,  crescendo  and 
diminuendo,  piano  and  forte;  in  short,  in  the  per- 
fection of  drill,  exhibited  in  the  performance  of 
the  Berlin  choir,  the  hearer  has  a  delight  inde- 
scribable. Mr.  Director  Gkell  stands  in  front, 
calm  as  a  statue,  knowing  that  the  slightest  indi- 
cation of  his  baton  will  be  obeyed  instantly;  the 
singers  are  so  many  parts  of  the  huge  instrument 
which  he  is  to  play;  be  his  idea  of  the  music  right 
or  wrong,  he  is  director  and  his  word  is  law. 
The  result  is,  that  orchestra  and  chorus  combined 
strive  but  to  perfect  the  grand  result.  They  sing 
and  play  as  if  they  loved  it.  And  they  do  love  it. 
They  have  been  rehearsing  for  months,  and  have 
rehearsed  with  their  hired  orchestra  until  all  is 
perfect,  cost  what  it  may  ;  and  now,  at  their  first 
concert  of  the  season,  there  are — I  counted  them — 
two  hundred  and  fifty  in  the  audience  !  So  that 
money  is  no  object  with  the  Sing-Akademie. 

The  performance  began  with  Psalm  103:  "Praise 
the  Lord,  0  my  Soul."  The  composer,  according 
to  the  programme,  was  Martin  Blujiinee.  Who 
is,  or  was,  he  ?  And  I  was  told,  the  Second  Di- 
rector of  the  Society.  Sure  enough,  rather  a 
young  and  fine  looking  man  assumed  the  baton, 
and  this  was  he.  He  was  a  pupil  of  Professor, 
now  Mr.  Librarian  Dehn,  and  certainly  does  his 
master  credit. 

I  think  there  must  be  musical  taste  enough  in 
Boston  by  this  time  to  relish  the  splendidly  com- 
posed Psalms  of  the  German  masters.  All  the 
greatest  composers — or  most  of  them  certainly — 
have  left  some  compositions  of  this  kind,  and 
many  of  them,  Mendelssohn's  for  instance,  are 
truly  beautiful.  Blumner"s  gave  me  great  plea- 
sure. It  is  mostly  chorus.  There  is  an  ariette 
for  soprano,  and  one  for  tenor,  a  quartet  with  cho- 
rus, and  the  close  is  soli  and  chorus.  He  has  set 
only  some  ten  or  twelve  of  the  twenty-two  verses 
of  the  Psalm. 

Mendelssohn's  Lauda  Sion  was  the  second 
piece.  "  Can  that  be  Mendelssohn's?"  thought  I, 
when  it  began.  There  were  traces  of  him  though 
in  the  music,  and  some  of  our  critics  here  speak 
far  higher  of  it  than  I  am  willing  to  admit  is  just. 
If  I  rightly  remember,  it  was  written  while  he 
was  quite  a  young  man  in  Rome,  at  the  request  of 
some  church.  As  the  text  is  little  more  than  a 
statement  of  the  Catholic  dogmas  of  transubstan- 
tiation,  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  so  much 
of  the  Mendelssohnic,  as  there  is.  Think  of  set- 
ting the  following  lines  to  music,  or  of  drawing 
any  higher  inspiration  than  that  afforded  by  the 
rhythm  of  the  old  Monkish  rhyming  Latin  : 


Dogma  datur  Christianis, 
Quod  in  carnem  transsit  panis, 
Et  vinum  in  sanguinem." 


Or  this: 

"  Caro  cibus,  sanguis  potus, 
Manet  tamen  Christus  totus, 
Sub  utraque  specie." 

Yet  this  is  a  soprano  solo.     And  here  is  the  first 
part  of  a  grand  chorus: 

"  Sumit  unus,  sumnnt  miUe, 
Quantum  iste,  lantum  ille; 
Nee  sumptus  consumitur." 

The    composition    extends  to  eight  numbers:    1, 
chorus;    2,  do.;    3,  soprano   solo    and   chorus;    4, 


quartet;  5,  chorus;  6,  soprano  solo;  7,  chorus;  8, 
quartet,  chorus,  and  amen.  I  do  not  think  it 
would  please  in  Boston,  or  be  worth  studying — at 
least  not  until  Mendelssohn's  all-beautiful  psalms 
are  worn  out  there  .' 

S.  used  to  tell  me — and  I  consider  him  by  far 
the  best  qualified  to  judge  of  the  theorists  whom  I 
happen  to  know  at  home — that  a  new  and  im- 
mense field  of  deep  musical  enjoyment  would  open 
to  me  if  I  ever  should  have  opportunity  to  hear 
the  church  music  of  Cherubini.  After  ruling  the 
operatic  stage  of  Paris  for  many  long  years,  the 
Parisians  suddenly  became  Rossini  mad,  and  left 
their  great  master  to  the  Conservatory  and  to  the 
Church.  From  that  time  onward,  like  Handel,  he 
gave  himself  to  sacred  music.  The  third  part  of 
the  Sing-Akademie's  concert  was  the  "Requiem" 
Mass  of  the  great  Florentine.  Here  is  a  work 
which  some  one  of  our  choral  societies  should  pro- 
duce. One  naturally  and  involuntarily  compares 
this  Requiem  with  Mozart's.  They  are  not  how- 
ever, to  be  compared.  They  are  entirely  different 
in  character,  and  there  is  something  in  Cherubini's 
which  speaks  to  me  more  than  Mozart's  did  on  the 
two  occasions  when  I  heard  it — the  second  time 
was  in  the  church,  where  such  music  ordinarily 
exerts  a  more  powerful  effect  than  in  the  concert 
room  ;  and  yet  it  moved  me  nothing  like  this. 

Mozart's  seems  to  me  to  be  personal — if  the  ex- 
pression can  be  used ;  his  music  expresses  the 
feelings  of  him,  poor  sinner,  as  he  sees  himself  in 
imagination — in  his  then  state  of  mind,  almost  in 
reality  passing  through  the  scenes  described.  He 
sees,  and  with  what  awe,  what  terror  I — the  great 
day  of  wrath,  the  heavens  and  earth  roll  away 
like  a  scroll,  the  Judge  sits  upon  the  throne,  the 
book  is  opened.  He  in  agony  prays  :  Salva  me, 
fons  pietatis.  Hence  we  have  in  Mozart's  im- 
mortal work  the  various  forms  in  which  he  can 
best  express  in  music  all  these  various  feelings. 
He  lies  upon  his  death  bed,  but  he  hears  the  strains 
of  the  Requiem  as  they  are  to  sound  in  the  church. 
Doubtless  the  Cathedral  in  Salzburg  is  before  him, 
and  all  the  solemn  service  at  the  altar,  so  often 
seen  in  years  agone,  is  in  his  mind  as  he  composes, 
sketches,  or  explains  his  intentions  to  Sussmater. 
He  is  not  composer,  musician,  or  priest;  he  views 
the  music  not  all  from  this  point;  lie  is  one  of  the 
kneeling  multitude,  or  rather  he  is  one  of  those 
dead,  for  whom  rest  is  prayed  and  everlasting 
light.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  leading  idea 
which  gave  its  form  and  spirit  to  Mozart's  Re- 
quiem. 

Cherubini  on  the  other  hand  seems  to  me  to 
have  just  as  much  the  church  service,  the  dark- 
ened building,  the  crowd  of  worshippers  before 
him,  as  Mozart;  but  to  look  from  the  altar  down 
upon  them.  He  is  not  one  of  those  whose  heart 
quails  at  the  thought  of  his  own  unworthiness, 
and  of  danger  in  that  awful  day.  Mozart's  is  the 
music  of  the  people;  Cherubini's  of  the  priests. 
In  the  one  there  are  solos  and  concerted  music  ; 
in  the  other  I  think  every  stanza  is  chorus  or  semi- 
chorus.  Requiem  03ter7iajn  dona  eis,  Domine,  et 
lux  perpetua  luceat  eis.  Thus  the  service  begins, 
with  a  prayer.  It  is  gentle  and  subdued,  it  pleads, 
it  prays.  It  goes  right  to  the  heart.  Then  the 
verse  of  the  psalm  :  Te  docet,  follows,  the  Requiem 
repeated;  then  Kyrie  eleison;  Requiem  again,  and 
In  memorid,  &c.  All  this  is  prayerful,  and  you 
could  well  plead  even  to  tears  for  those  who  are 
dead  and  in  danger.  Danger!  what  danger? 
What  cause  is  there  for  all  this  solemnity,  this 
awe,  this  wrestling  in  their  behalf?  Are  they  not 
where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling  and  the 
weary  are  at  rest  ?  These  questions  shall  be  an- 
swered, and  the  answer  shall  strike  to  the 
very  heart  of  every  hearer.  All  who  are 
crowding    the    church    and    lifting    their    hearts 
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in  prayer  for  the  departed,  shall  feel  the  awe  and 
terror  of  that  from  which  deliverance  is  besought. 
No  taking  melodies,  or  the  sweet  influences  of  de- 
licious music  shall  weaken  the  impression  of  the 
awful  narration.  But  in  clear  and  plainly  spoken 
words,  the  Church,  through  the  mouths  of  that 
chorus,  elevated  above  all  mere  human  sympa- 
thies, cold  and  unrelenting  as  Fate  itself,  shall 
reply.  A  blast  from  the  brass  instruments  in  uni- 
son, held  through  some  six  measures,  fills  the 
church  with  their  cold  and  startling  tones.  The 
stringed  instruments  follow,  beginning  pianissimo, 
but  increasing  and  swelling,  until  suddenly  the  so- 
pranos aud  altos  begin  the  Dies  Ine!  the  tenors 
and  basses  repeating  their  words,  one  measure 
behind  : 


SOPRANO  AND  ALTO. 
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Dies    irje,  Dies    ilia, 


Solvet  coeclum, 
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Dies  jrre.  Dies  ilia,  Solvet, 
To  undertake  to  give  any  description  of  the 
music  without  studying  the  score,  is  of  course  out 
of  the  question.  I  can  only  say  that  for  eight 
stanzas  the  chorus  continues,  never,  I  think,  re- 
peating anything,  except  occasionally  the  third 
line  of  these  triple-verse  stanzas.  But  what 
changes  of  harmony.  What  unheard  of  and  ef- 
fective combinations !  I  shivered.  The  strangest 
feeling  of  awe  came  over  me,  like  that  of  Eliphaz 
the  Temanite,  when  "  fear  came  upon  him,  and 
trembling,  which  made  al)  his  bones  to  shake.  A 
spirit  passed  before  his  face,  the  hair  of  his  flesh 
stood  up.  It  stood  still;  but  he  could  not  discern 
the  form  thereof." 

From  the  Recordare  five  stanzas  are  sung  alter- 
nately by  the  women  and  the  men  choir;  but  the 
concluding  five  are  again  full  chorus.  Think  of 
the  effect  of  the  use  of  this  >,  in  the  following 
stanzas  ;  there  was  something  almost  terrific  in  it: 

Lacrymosa  dies  ilia 
Qua  re  -  sur  -  get  ex  favilla, 
Judicandus  homo  reus : 
Hu  -  ic  er  -  go  par  -  ce  Deus ! 

The  .^mcn  is  not  artistically  wrought;  the  occa- 
sion is  too  solemn  for  display  ;  the  Amen  is  repeated 
two  or  three  times,  but  repeated  only  to  affirm  the 
awful  truths  before  spoken,  and  then  all  dies  away 
with  a  touch  of  humanity,  and  the  diminishing 
sound.  After  a  pause  of  a  few  minutes,  the  OiFer- 
torium  followed.  In  this  the  music  is  more  florid,  I 
may  perhaps  say;  at  all  events  it  is  human.  It 
pleads,  it  prays :  Domine,  Jesu  Christe !  Rex  Gloria ! 
Libera  animas  omnium  Jidelium  dcjiinctonim,  &c.  Dur- 
ing this  part  of  the  service,  the  priests  leave  the  altar, 
and  to  fill  up  the  time,  a  stupendous  fugue,  worthy 
of  Handel,  is  written  upon  the  words :  Quam  olim 
Ahrahoc,  &c. — But  what  a  sense  of  relief,  when  the 
hymn  Dies  Irrn  was  finished,  and  music  so  different 
in  its  feeling  followed.  Much  of  the  instrumentation 
in  these  concluding  passages  is  beautiful  and  expres- 
sive in  the  highest  degree ;  at  in  lucem  sanctum,  for 
instance,  the  violins ;  and  at  Suscipe,  the  wind  in- 
struments. 

After  the  fugue  a  few  minutes  pause  was  again 
made,  and  the  Sanctus  followed,  beautiful  in  effect 
truly.  The  Agnus  Dei  begins  fortissimo,  but  the 
final  Dona  eis  requiem  sempiternam,  closes  with  a  dim- 
inuendo which  left  a  solemn  impression,  fit  ending 
for  this  wonderful,  impressive  music. 

In  few  words,  Cherubini's  idea  seems  to  me  to  have 
been ;  first,  prayers  for  the  dead ;  secondly,  the  rea- 
son for,  the  necessity  of  those  prayers ;  and  finally, 
under  the  influence  of  this  description  of  the  judg- 
ment,    prayers     more     urgent     and     effectual;     a 


reference  to  the  promises,  with  praises  for  those 
promises,  closing  with  the  most  heartfelt  supplica- 
tions to  the  "Lamb  of  God."  A.  W.  T. 

From  NEW  TOBK,  Jan.  4. 

Last  Nights  of  Grisi  and  Mario  —  "Don  Pas- 
qu,ile" — "  Favorita." 

On  Thursday  and  Friday  evenings  I  heard  Don  Pas- 
quale  and  la  Favorita,  and  am  at  a  loss  how  to  express 
in  adequate  terms  my  admiration  for  the  "  divine  Grisi." 
1  had  supposed  that  her  forte  lay  in  magnificent  delinea- 
tions of  tragic,  stormy  passion,  and  find  her  no  less  won- 
derful in  the  coquettish  role  of  Norina.  I  had  not  given 
her  credit  for  such  versatility.  The  house  was  crowded  on 
both  nights,  {it  being  their  last  appearance,)  and  both 
she  and  Mario  seemed  determined  to  conquer  applause, 
from  the  surprising:  vigor  and  enthusiasm  with  which  they 
sang.  And  they  succeeded  too.  I  have  not  witnessed 
so  much  of  a  furore  yet  as  was  caused  by  that  rather 
flimsy  music  of  Don  Pasqiiale.  Grisi's  Norina  is  in  ma- 
ny respects  different  from  Sontag's  conception  of  it, 
but  no  less  charming  or  natural,  and  her  toilette  exquis- 
ite. Mario's  "  Serenade"  and  Spirto  gentil  in  la  Fa- 
vorita were  deliciously  given.  Never  before  had  he  ren- 
dered this  sensuous  music  with  such  tenderness  and  true 
feeling.  The  only  difficulty  is  that  we  shall  never  be 
able  to  endure  any  one  else  in  the  same  parts  again. 
Week  after  next  comes  your  turn.  Is  it  not  rather  a 
sudden  plunge  from  Mendelssohn,  Cherubini  and  Beet- 
hoven to  Donizetti  ?  Both  extremes  of  the  musical 
ladder !  but  I  think  you  know  which  I  consider  the  top 
and  which  the  bottom.  Jucundum  est  dissipere  in  loco, 
however.  I  go  in  for  variety — a  person  can  no  more  live 
on  symphonies  alone  than  he  can  upon  sugar  plums, 

S. 

From  ■WASHING-TOW,  Jan.  2. 

Musical  Fejeeism — Voices — Chamber  Music. 

There  is  one  thing,  which  this  city  has  besides  original 
sin,  that  is,  original  concerts.  I  have  discovered  this 
since  I  last  wrote  to  yoUj  and  by  somewhat  painful  ex- 
periences. I  enclose  to  you  the  programme*  of  the  first 
public  concert  I  ever  attended  in  Washington  City. — 
You  will  see  that  it  is  much  thumbed  and  creased.  You 
will  forgive  it  when  yo\i  read  the  list  of  pieces  and  then 
reflect  how  long  one  had  to  sit  in  decorum  even  for  Part 
I.  As  Yellowplush  says,  "  phanzy  the  pheelinx"  of  a 
man  with  such  music  to  hear,  when,  after  vainly  endeav- 
oring to  count  two  or  three  thousand  persona,  bending 
his  lorgnette  on  bonnets  and  faces  until  they  cloy,  he 
gazes  at  the  new  room  and  gas  lights,  which  is  the  peo- 
ple's part  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  then  turns  to  the 
singers  and  finds  that  they  have  only  got  to  "  The  birds 
let  loose,  "  80  painfully  suggestive  of  his  own  cage  that 
he  cries  in  tears :    Happy  bird ! 

When  the  First  Part  was  over,  finding  that  I  could  not, 
like  the  prisoner  of  Chillon,  ''learn  to  love  despair,"  I 
consigned  myself  to  a  most  terrific  gale  blowing  over  the 
Smithsonian  yard, — thinking  only,  if  people  prefer  to  re- 
main— de  ^tstilnis  nil  dlsputandum. 

I  am  happy  to  learn  another  instance  of  that  process 
ever  going  on,  "  out  of  evil  still  educing  good,"  in  the 
gaining  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  the  poor  by  this  con- 
cert. 

I  had  much  to  think  after  this  of  a  saying  of  old 
Ascham  ; — "  All  voyces,  great  and  small,  base  and  shrill, 
weak  or  soft,  may  be  holpen,  and  brought  to  a  good 
point,  by  learning  to  singe."  I  never  dreamed  there  was 
such  a  waste  of  the  human  voice  on  earth.  If  Carl 
Bkrgmann  and  Coreli.i  had  this  collection  of  singers, 
they  would  in  time  produce  better  Oratorios  in  this  city 
than  you  have  in  Boston.  I  think  the  voices  here  are 
better.  But  it  is  the  Fejeeism  of  musical  culture,  as  the 
selection  confirms.  Miss  Reed,  who  sang  "  Greeting  to 
America,"  if  she  had  been  cast  by  fortune  in  Boston, 
would  be  now,  perhaps,  in  Italy  with  the  others  whom 
you  have  sent  from  your  city.  She  is  singularly  gifted, 
but  sadly  neglected  :  and  the  highest  idea  perhaps  prev- 
alent when  she  sang,  was  a  congratulation  of  the  Wes- 
ley Chapel  that  they  had  such  a  sweet  young  lady  and 
fine  soprano  ! 

At  my  friend  the  lawyer's  house  on  the  following  eve- 

*  Concert  of  the  Union  Choir  Association,  at  the  Smithso- 
nian Institute,  Der.  29th.  The  programme  consists  of  about 
twenty  hacknied  UnglisU  anthems,  choruses,  quartets,  duets, 
&c.,  by  the  different  church  choirs  of  the  city. 


ning  I  received  ample  compensation  and  lost  every 
wound,  as  Antaeus  when  he  touched  the  earth,  by  hear- 
ing some  beautiful  Trios.  One  was  by  Reissiger, 
(Opus  83,1  whose  music  grows  upon  me.  The  Scherzo 
of  this  is  I  think  beautiful.  But  its  beauties  cannot  fair- 
ly be  remembered  when  succeeded  by  the  magnificent 
first  Trio  of  Beethoven  (Opus  1.)  Was  there  ever  a  much 
better  thing  composed  than  this  ?  It  seemed  to  me  that 
it  was  the  morning  star  predicting  the  rising  of  the  6th 
Symphony.  I  felt  more  than  ever  what  he  meant  when 
he  said  ;  "  The  limits  have  never  been  erected."  And 
if  they  had  been,  he  would  have  overlcapt  them  anywhere 
this  side  of  the  Infinite  !  I  think  he  must  have  been  ani- 
mated in  this  his  first  work,  as  hs  is  said  to  have  been  in 
the  9th  Syraphouy,  by  Schiller's  divine  word  ; 

Be  emhraeed  millions ; 
This  kiss  to  the  whole  world.  C. 
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Grisi  and  Mario  at  Last. — By  the  an- 
nouncement of  Mr.  Haokett,  which  will  be 
found  in  our  advertising  columns,  our  readers,  at 
all  events  our  opera-loving  readers,  (and  who  does 
not  love  opera  when  it  is  really  good  ?)  will  re- 
joice to  learn  that  the  time  is  actually  fixed  for 
the  first  appearance  in  our  city  of  these  two  un- 
rivalled lyric  artists.  This  is  announced  for  Mon- 
day evening,  the  15th  inst.,  in  Opera,  and  not  as 
Las  been  threatened,  in  mere  concerts, — and  in 
our  sumptuous  new  Boston  Theatre. 

This  opportunity  will  not  be  the  less  prized, 
because  so  long  deferred.  It  has  been  called  for, 
and  pleaded  for  so  eagerly  and  unremittingly,  and 
all  our  music-lovers  have  so  insisted  on  it  as  in 
some  sense  their  right  to  hear  Grisi  and  Mario, 
since  they  are  in  the  country,  and  to  hear  them 
here  in  Boston,  in  the  fine  theatre  that  has  been 
waiting  for  them,  that  we  cannot  doubt  that  its 
arrival  will  be  as  eagerly  embraced. 

The  attractions  are  sufficiently  set  forth  in  the 
manager's  card.  The  price  of  tickets  is  hardly 
according  to  that  democratic  principle  which  we 
trust  will  rule  eventually  in  all  operatic  entertain- 
ments, and  on  which  the  ultimate  success  of  Opera 
in  this  country  must,  we  are  confident,  depend. 
But  we  suppose  it  is  well  enough  understood  that 
whatever  city  has  Grisi  and  Mario  at  all,  must 
have  them  at  extra  prices.  We  trust  it  is  the 
last  remnant  of  the  exorbitant  old  'starring  system.' 
But  these  are  the  acknowledged  greatest  singers 
now  upon  the  stage ;  the  desire  to  hear  them  has 
been  intense ;  the  manager  imports  them  at  what 
would  be  a  most  ruinous  cost  without  extraordi- 
nary remuneration  from  the  public ;  they  bring 
us  Opera  more  largely  and  more  perfectly  or- 
ganized, than  we  have  yet  had,  and  with  such 
assistants  as  Badiali  and  Susini,  they  compose 
such  a  nucleus  of  principals  as  hardly  can  be  left 
in  Europe.  The  price  of  two  dollars  therefore, 
is  as  reasonable  as  could  be  expected  under  the 
circumstances.  We  would  only  suggest  whether 
a  more  graduated  variety  of  prices,  putting  say 
the  second  tier  at  one  dollar,  might  not  have  a 
better  tendency  to  fill  the  house.  To  those  who 
must  go  economically,  it  will  be  a  satisfaction  to 
know  that  the  "  amphitheatre,"  or  gallery,  is  as 
cool  and  well  ventilated  as  any  portion  of  the 
house,  and  probably  the  best  place  for  sound. 

There  seems  to  us  some  justice  also  in  the  novel 
plan  of  offering  a  premium  as  it  were  to  early 
and  reliable  patronage  of  the  opera,  by  charging 
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less  to  those  who  engage  tlieir  tickets  beforehand, 
and  more  to  those  who  apply  at  the  eleventh  hour, 
i.  e.  after  the  doors  are  opened  on  the  evening  of 
performance ;  although  we  cannot  take  it  upon 
ourselves  to  predict  the  practical  working  of  such 
an  experiment. 

By  the  announcement  of  all  the  pieces  for  the 
first  week  at  once,  parties  will  be  enabled  to  make 
their  arrangements  for  going  together  a  long 
time  in  advance.  Six  nights  only  are  promised. 
For  the  first  week  :  l.Pwitani,  Lucrezia  Borgia, 
and  the  Favorita — pieces  in  ivhich  Grisi  and  Bla- 
rio  have  been  most  triumphantly  successful  in 
New  York.  These,  we  understand,  will  probably 
be  followed  hy Norma,  Semiramide  and  Lucia,  or  at 
least  a  part  of  it ;  and  should  they  be  adequately 
supported  by  the  public,  doubtless  they  would  re- 
main to  feast  us  with  Don  Pasquale  and  other 
things  which  we  have  not  had  a  chance  to  hear 
too  often. 


#. 


Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. 
The  fourth  Chamber  Concert,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  was  one  of  the  pleasantest  yet  given. 
It  opened  with  a  "  Descriptive  Quintet,"  by  On- 
slow, in  C  minor,  op.  38,  the  movements  of 
which  are  characterized  as  follows  : 

1.  Allegro  (Melancholico). 

2.  Scherzo  (Dolore). 

3.  Andante  (Convalecenza). 

4.  Finale,  Allegro  (Guarigione). 

Or  melancholy,  agonj',  convalescence,  and  re- 
covery. This  was  certainly  rather  dangerous 
ground  to  venture  on  in  composition  of  this  form. 
Tried  by  Oulibicheff's  theory  of  the  instru- 
mental Quartet  (to  which  the  Quintet  certainly 
comes  next  in  degree  of  remoteness  from  the 
Opera  or  Dramatic  Symphony,  ajid  therefore  is 
subject  somewhat  to  the  same  law  of  "  musical 
thought  reduced  to  its  simplest  expression,"  and 
eschewing  everything  dramatic  or  descriptive),  it 
becomes  at  least  questionable.  We  thought  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  beauty  and  invention  in  the 
Allegro,  and  found  its  melancholy  quite  tolerable ; 
naturallj'  in  that  movement,  which  is  more  strictly 
subject  to  the  contrapuntal  structure  (and  On- 
slow is  always  learned),  any  sentimentality  of 
theme  or  purpose  is  kept  within  wholesome  self- 
control.  But  the  dolore,  grief,  or  agon}',  of  the 
Scherzo,  seemed  almost  laughably  pathetic,  a 
•weak  and  wilful  pettishness  of  fancy.  We  con- 
valesced somewhat  in  the  Andante,  but  the  wild 
joy  of  "  recovery  "  was  absolutely  feverish.  We 
could  not  help  comparing  the  impression  of  these 
movements  with  that  of  Beethoven's  piano-forte 
Sonata:  Les  Adieux,  V Absence,  e.t  le  Retuur. 
In  depth  and  quality  and  strength  of  passion,  it 
seemed  a  clever  sentimental  magazine  novel  com- 
pared to  Shakspeare.  Yet  it  would  be  unjust  to 
deny  that  the  Quintet  was  full  of  striking  and 
curious  ideas,  worked  up  with  a  masterly  inge- 
nuity, and  it  had  every  advantage  in  so  nice  and 
delicate  a  rendering  as  it  received. 

But  it  was  in  the  last  piece,  the  third  Quartet 
of  Mendelssohn,  op.  44,  truly  a  most  exquisite 
creation,  that  the  Club  did  their  best ;  besides 
the  fervor,  the  precision  and  the  light  and  shade 
of  their  rendering,  its  purity  was  never  marred, 
as  it  was  now  and  then  slightly  in  the  preceding 
pieces,  by  false  intonation.  The  singularly  poetic 
Piano-forte  Trio  of  Beethoven,  in  D,  that  called 
among  Germans  the  Geister  Trio,  on  account  of 
the   mystical   and   spectral   coloring   of  its  slow 


movement,  was  played  by  Messrs.  Pekkins  and 
the  brothers  Fries.  It  was  the  best  piano  per- 
formance we  have  yet  heard  from  our  townsman, 
and  was  a  faithful,  elegant,  expressive  rendering 
of  the  music,  bating  perhaps  a  little  want  of  force 
in  some  parts.  A  couple  of  "  Melodies  "  of  Mr. 
Perkins's  own  composition,  for  piano  and  violin, 
were  played  by  himself  and  August  Fries. 
These  we  found  graceful  and  felicitous,  each  em- 
bodying a  little  melodic  thought  which  was  car- 
ried out  with  symmetry  and  beauty.  Our  fiiend 
is  devoted  in  the  most  whole-souled  manner  to 
his  Art,  and  tries  his  Land  in  almost  every  form 
of  composition.  These  little  pieces  seemed  to  us 
among  his  happiest. 

The  singing  of  Mr.  Abthueson,  in  a  room  so 
suited  to  his  voice,  and  in  two  songs  of  so  high 
and  unhacknied  a  character,  was  really  a  great 
enhancement  of  the  artistic  interest  of  this  con- 
cert. In  the  first  part  he  gave  the  recitative  and 
air  from  Handel's  "  Samson : "  Total  Eclipse  ! 
no  sun,  no  moon !  &o.,  and  with  touching  and 
beautiful  expression.  The  famous  tenor  air  from 
the  Zauherflote :  Diesen  Bildniss,  or  in  Italian, 
as  he  sang  it,  Caro  immagine,  is  one  of  the  highest 
song  inspirations  of  Mozart  ;  and  in  spite  of  its 
30  taxing  the  high  vocal  register,  Mr.  Arthursou 
gave  it  with  such  chaste  and  pure  expression,  and 
infused  so  much  feeling  into  every  tone,  that  he 
was  compelled  to  repeat  it. 


Better  Times. — The  Orchestral  Union 
had  twice  the  audience  on  Wednesday,  that  they 
have  had  on  their  fairest  afternoon  before.  It 
really  looked  social  in  the  Music  Hall,  although 
by  no  means  up  to  the  old  "  Rehearsal "  mark. 
We  trust  the  tide  has  turned,  and  is  again  setting 
in  full  force  towards  the  halls  of  noble  music. 
May  it  be  high  tide  also  before  long  with,  the 
Musical  Fund  concerts !  We  are  sure  it  is 
simply  idle  to  measure  the  musical  taste  or  love 
of  Boston,  by  the  accidental  variations  of  the 
mood  for  concert-going.  The  love  for  the  highest 
music  is  a  deep,  a  pretty  widely  diffused,  and  per- 
manent fact  in  our  social  life ;  there  was  no  fever 
about  it,  when  concerts  were  most  often  crowded, 
as  the  last  year ;  and  no  death  beyond  redemp- 
tion now  that  from  numerous  causes,  quite  extra- 
neous to  the  question  of  our  musical  taste,  the 
concerts  are  less  frequented.  It  is  preoccupation, 
and  not  lukewarmness,  that  withholds  so  many 
from  their  old  love  ;  and  it  will  prove  but  tem- 
porary. So  surely  as  the  orchestras  and  societies 
keep  on  giving  good  music,  and  giving  it  well, 
will  the  many-headed  monster,  called  the  public, 
soon  get  all  its  charmed  ears  open  to  them  again. 

On  Wednesday  the  programme  of  the  week 
before  was  repeated.  The  fourth  Symphony  of 
Beethoven  was  found  lovelier  than  ever.  There 
was  almost  an  encore  of  the  Adagio.  In  the  ar- 
ra,ngement  of  the  popular  song  of  Abt's  :  "When 
the  swallows  homeward  tly,"  &o.,  the  admirably 
clear  and  singing  manner  in  which  the  melody 
was  given  out,  first  by  the  horn  of  Mr.  Hamann, 
and  then  by  the  trumpet  of  Mr.  Heinicke,  was 
worthy  of  the  warm  applause  that  both  elicited. 
The  instrumentation  in  this  arrangement  was 
quite  effective ;  for  instance  that  accompaniment 
of  the  low  clarinet  tones  to  the  horn  melody. 


Concerts. — The  third  concert  of  the  Musical 
Fund  Society  is  postponed  still  another  week, 
that  is  to  next  Saturday  evening,  to  give  opportu- 


nity for  a  more  thorough  rehearsal  of  Mr.  Per- 
kins's Cantata. 

This  evening,  however,  there  will  be  two  con- 
certs ;  both  under  the  roof  of  the  Tremont  Tem- 
ple. 

In  the  large  hall  a  miscellaneous  concert  of  sa- 
cred and  secular  music,  embracing  choruses, 
duets,  solos,  &c.,  will  be  given  by  the  Musical 
Education  Society,  in  aid  of  the  Library  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  A  very 
large  number  of  tickets  are  already  engaged. 
Mr.  Kreissmann  conducts,  Mr.  Muller  pre- 
sides at  the  organ,  and  Miss  Doane,  Miss  Bur- 
ton, Mr.  Arthurson,  &c.,  are  the  principal  solo 
singers. 

In  the  lesser  Temple  (Meionaon),  The  Ger- 
man Trio,  as  Messrs.  Gartner,  Jungnickel 
and  Hausb  style  their  musical  partnership,  will 
give  their  second  soiree.  Their  programme  in- 
cludes a  Trio  by  Haydn,  the  great  Beethoven 
Quartet  in  C,  a  Concerto  of  Chopin,  songs  by 
Mrs.  Eckhardt,  instrumental  solos,  &e. 


Voices. — The  Solfeggio  Classes  of  our  iadefatigable 
friend  Coeelli  are  progressing  very  satisfactorily.  They 
are  held  twice  a  week  in  the  lilessrs.  ChickeriDg's 
rooms  and  are  largely  attended.  One  of  the  classes,  as 
we  understand,  consists  of  twenty-two  young  ladies. 
Those  who  had  the  good  fortune,  on  a  certain  evening 
last  winter,  to  be  present  at  a  little  private  soiree  given 
by  Sig.  Corelli  with  his  pupils,  and  who  could  not  but 
contrast  the  fresh,  musical,  refined  voices  of  that  young 
female  chorus,  with  such  choruses  as  are  often  publicly 
heard,  in  opera  and  oratorio,  will  readily  believe  in  the 
advantage  offered  by  these 'Solfeggio  Classes. 

Sig.  Bendelaei,  we  are  happy  to  learn,  finds  sphere 
among  us  for  the  exercise  of  his  I'are  accomplishments 
as  a  viaestro  di  canto,  to  which  function  he  brings  the 
advantage  of  such  thorough  and  classical  musicianship 
as  we  (here)  rarely  meet  in  an  Italian,  as  well  as  the 
tone  and  manners  of  a  true  gentleman. 

Our  young  townsman  Millard,  also,  is  beginning  to 
reap  his  share  of  the  vocal  harvest; — or  rather  Mie  reap, 
listening  to  his  voice  and  art,  while  he  as  teacher  is 
planting  other  harvests  yet  to  ripen. 

The  Andover  students  are  to  be  congi'atulated  on  se- 
curing the  services  of  so  intelligent  and  competent  a 
teacher  as  Mr.  Wetherbee  for  a  course  of  lessons  in 
vocalization.  His  introductory  remarks,  upon  another 
page,  contain  some  valuable  suggestions  with  regard  to 
voices,  rendered  the  more  entertaining  by  anecdotes. 

We  cannot  leave  this  subject  without  asking  attention 
to  the  Card  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Pakkeksos.  From  his  own 
private  explanations,  and  from  some  practical  illustra- 
tion which  we  have  had  opportunity  to  witness,  we  are 
sure  that  there  is  some  very  important,  and  (to  most 
singers  and  teachers  of  singing)  new  truth  in  his  idea  and 
method  of  de\'eloping,  preserving,  and  even  restoring  the 
voice.  He  teaches  the  singer  very  clearly  to  identify 
those  unconscious  mechanical  vices  in  the  production 
of  tones,  by  which  so  many  voices  are  weakened  aud 
ruined.  Teachers  of  singing  may  receive  most  useful 
hints  fi'om  him. 


Musical  Intelligence. 

Ne^v   York. 

The  Christmas  performance  of  the  "  Messiah"  in  the 
Academy,  by  the  Harmonic  Society,  had  a  small  au- 
dience. Badiali's  rendering  of  the  bass  solos,  which 
we  are  told  he  sang  in  Latin,  is  the  theme  of  general  ad- 
miration.   The  Evening  Post  justly  says  of  this  artist; 

Whether  he  sings  to  us  in  Handel's  solemn  strains,  that 
"  The  trumpet  shall  sound,  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised  incor- 
ruptible," or  whether  with  sudden  change  his  facile  tongue 
relates  the  accomplishments  of  Figaro,  Barber  of  Seville,  with 
a  rapidity  of  utterance  perfectly  a.-<tonishing ;  or  whether  he 
represents  the  aristocratic  and  imperious  Duke  Alfonso,  in  ''  La 
Favorita,"  he  is  always  the  same  great  artist,  true  to  his  text, 
interpolating  nothing,  aud  leaving  nothing  half-finished. 

In  the  last  but  one  night  of  Grisi  and  Mario,  Sig. 
Rocco  was  suddenly  called  upon  to  supply  SusiNi's 
place  as  Don  Pasquale,  which  he  did  acceptably  as  of  old 
when  SoNTAG  was  Norina. 
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Mr.  EisFELD  had  a  full  house  at  his  second  Quartet 
Soirde.  There  were  Quartets  by  Ries  and  Haydn.  The 
rendering  of  Beethoven's  "  Kreutzer"  Sonata  by  Joseph 
BurKe  and  Richard  Hoffmann  is  highly  praised. 

The  PvNE  and  Harrison  troupe  at  the  Broadway, 
have  been  giving  the  "  Beggar's  Opera,"  •*  Guy  Manner- 
ing,"  the  "  Enchantress,"  &c. — Mdlle.  Nau  and  her 
troupe,  it  is  said_.  will  sail  for  California. 

A  writer  in  the  Home  Journal  sRys  of  Mrs.  Bodestein 
{•nee  Juha  Northall  : )  "  She  is  an  angel  in  a  church 
choir,  especially  if  you  can  see  her  hoUelujah  expression 
of  eyes  while  she  sings." 

More  Opera  Tkodpes. — The  Boston  Journal  of 
Thursday  says : 

M.  Strakosch,  in  connection  with  Max  Maretzek 
and  Ole  Bull,  have  leagued  themselves  together,  and 
it  is  their  intention,  if  possible,  to  establish  the  opera  in 
this  country  on  a  firm  basis.  With  this  desire  they  have 
leased  the  New  York  Academy  of  Music,  and  M.  Stra- 
kosch  has  sailed  for  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
engagements  with  some  of  the  most  eminent  artists  of 
the  Old  World,  and  making  such  arrangements  as  shall 
enable  them  to  produce  not  only  Italian,  but  German  and 
English  Opera  in  a  style  of  magnificence  hitherto  un- 
known in  America,  They  have,  we  are  informed,  an 
abundant  capital  at  their  command,  and  have  already 
made  liberal  offers  to  Verdi  to  write  thnm  an  original 
Italian  Opera,  to  be  produeed  for  (he  first  time  in  New 
York.  VVe  are  also  pleased  to  hear  that  it  is  not  their 
intention  to  rely  upon  those  operas  which  have  been  pro- 
duced ever  since  the  first  advent  of  the  Havana  compa- 
ny, but  that  we  shall  really  hear  something  new,  *•'  Wil- 
liam Tell,"  L'etoile  dit  Nord  and  Le  Prophete  being 
among  the  first  to  be  presented. 

It  is  also  confidently  asserted  that  Ullman  has  en- 
gaged Cruvelli  to  come  to  America. 


giatjtrtistmtntjs* 

IN      OPERA 
AT  THE  BOSTOK  THEATRE. 

MR.  HACKETT  has  the  honor  to  announce  that  he 
has  made  arrangements  to  give  a  series  of  SIX  Operatic 
Representations  at  the  New  Theatre,  aided  by  the  grandeur 
and  vaFt  n-sourresofthat  e.stabliahment,  iu  a  style  of  perfection 
never  before  witnessed  in  this  city,  and  equalling  the  finest 
lyric  represent.itions  in  tho  largo  capitals  of  Europe. 

As  Madame  GUISI  and  Signer  MAllIO  are  now  performing 
their  farewell  nights,  before  their  final  retirement  from  the 
stage,  leaving  no  equals  behind  them  in  the  lyric  world,  many 
years  must  elapse  before  a  Boston  audience  rnn  agaio  witness 
operatic  performances  with  anything  like  the  same  degree  of 
excellence  in  every  department.  Besides  the  two  great  artists 
already  mentioned,  Mr.  llackett's  company  includes 

Signer  BADIALI, 
whose  talents  are  known  and  apprecijited  by  tho  Boston  public, 

Signer  STJSIISri, 
who  as  Basso  Profondo  is  second  to  no  one  in  Europe, 

Signorina  DOWAVAKI, 
and  others  of  established  musical  reputation. 

The  Orchestra,  under  the  lead  of  Signor  ARBITT,  will  be 
largely  augmented  ;  the  Chorus  will  be  full  and  very  effective, 
having  sung  in  Opera  with  Madame  Grisi  and  Signor  Mario 
since  the  first  appearance  of  these  distinguished  artists  in 
America. 

Mr  Hackett  has  decided  upon  a  somewhat  novel  mode  in 
the  sale  of  tickets  for  these  performances,  and  has  but  little 
doubt  it  will  meet  with  general  approval.  Instead  of  charging 
tho  highest  prices  to  those  friends  of  the  Opera  who  early 
secure  seats,  it  is  bis  intention  to  reverse  this  practice,  and 
charge  a  less  price  to  those  who  secure  places  beforehand. 

The  price  for  places  secured  in  advance  will  be  the  same  to 
all  parts  of  the  house  (except  the  gallery,)  namely, 

TWO     DOLLARS. 
For  places  secured  at  the  Box  office  after  the  opening  of  the 
doors,  Tivo  Dollars  and  Fifty  Cents. . 

Admittance  to  the  Gallery  Seventy- Five  Cents. 

A  Box  sheet  with  plan  of  the  house  will  be  opened  at  Wade's 
music  store,  197  Washington  street,  on  Monday,  8th  inst.,  at 
11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  at  which  time,  and  during  the  week,  places 
may  be  secured  for  any  or  all  the  six  nights  of  the  season, — 
the  programme  of  the  first  week  of  which  will  be  as  follows  : — 

Monday,  Jan.  15, I  PURITANI. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  17,.  .LUCREZIA  BORGIA. 
Friday,  Jan.  19, LA  FAVORITA. 

Harvard  Mtesical  AssociatioEi. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  HARVARD  MUSICAL  ASSO- 
CIATION will  be  holden  at  the  Kevere  House  on  THURS- 
DAY EVENING,  the  18t.h  inst.  Business  meeting  at  7  o'clock. 
Supper  wfll  be  served  at  9.  HENRY  WARE,  Sec'y. 

Bllf.  §Mt\k  De  ITnmnttB 

Has  tho  honor  to  announce  that  she  will,  at  the  beginning  of 

the  year,  open  Two  New  Classes  for  the 

INSTRUCTION  OF  YODNG  LADIES  on  the  PIANO-FORTE; 

One  Class  for  Beginners,  and  another  for  Advanced  PapiLS. 

The  Clasges  to  open  on  Monday,  Jan.  8,  and  Tuesday,  Jan.  9. 

O^  Terms  fifteen  dollars  for  twenty-four  lessons. 

For  classes  or  private  lessons  apply  at  65  Hancock  street, 

Mile.  Gubrielle  Do  Lamotte's  residence.  Deo  30  2t 


idy. 


CONCERTS. 


THE  ©IRM^Hl  TdHQs 

Consisting  of 

CARL  GARTNER,  Violinist,     . 
CARL  HAITSS,  Pianist,  and 

H.  JUNGNICKEL,  ViDloncellist, 

Will  give  their 

SECOKD  STJBSCRIPTIOIf  CONCERT 

^T    THE    MEIONA.ON, 

On  Satwrday  Evening',  Jan.  615b, 

Assisted  by 

Mrs.  ECKHARDT,  Messrs.  II.  ECKIIAKBT  &  C.  EICHLER. 

[CT^Tickets  50  cents To  commence  at  7>a  o'clock. 

THE  MUSICAL  EDUCATION  SOCIETY 

WILL    GIVE 

A   GKAND    MISCELLAISTEOITS    COISrCEKT 

AT  TREMONT  TEMPLE, 
On  Satarday  Evening,   Jan.  6th,  1855, 

rOR  THE  BENEFIT  of  the  LIBRARY  of  the 

Boston  ^omtg  HIeu's  Cljristiait  gissociation. 

Consisting  of  Choruses,  Airs,  Duets  and  Trios  from  Handel, 
Mendelssohn,  Verdi,  Donizetti,  Stradella,  and  other  favorite 
Composers. 

The  following  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  have  generously  volun- 
teered to  assist : 

Miss  LUCY  A.  DOANE,  Soprano, 

Miss  CLARA  BURTON,  Soprano, 
Miss  SARAH  J.  IDE,  Alto, 

Mr.  AUGUST  KREISSMANN,  Tenor, 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ARTHURSON,  Tenor. 

A.  KREISSMANN, Conductor. 

F.  F    MULLER, Organist  and  Pianist. 

Mr.  Arthurson  will  by  special  request  sing  the  favorite  air 
from  Handel's  "  Solomon,"  "  What  though  I  trace." 

Admission  25  cents.     Tickets  and  Programmes  may  be  pro- 
cured at  the  Rooms  of  the  Association  in  Tremont  Temple,  at 
the  Mu.«ic  stort^e,  and  at  the  Book  stores  of  Messrs  Jewett  and 
Whipple,  and  at  the  door. 
Commencing  at  1%  o'clock. 

JAMES  D.  KENT,  Sec'y. 

HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY. 

Fifth  Concert  of  tine  Series. 

The  HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY  will  give  a  Mis- 
cellane"us  Concert  of  Selections  from  SAMSON,  JEPUTHA, 
and  MI.  SINAI,  at  the 

BOSTON   MUSIC    HALL, 

On   Sunday  Evening,   Jan'y  7th,  1855, 

With  the  following  Vocaii.sts  : 

Mr.  MILLARD,  Mr.  DRAPER,    Mr.  LEONARD,  Mrs.  HILL, 

Mrs.  WOOD,  Miss  IDE,  and  Miss  POFFER. 

Accompaniments  by  the  ORCHESTRAL  ONION. 

Conductor CARL  ZERaAHN. 

Organist  and  PianLst F.  F.  MULLER. 

Doors  open  at  6 — Performance  to  commence  at  7  o'clock. 
Tickets,  at  50  cents  each  are  for  sale  at  the  principal  Hotels 
and  Mnsic  Stores,  and  at  the  door  on  the  evening  of  the  per- 


formance. 


n.  L.  HAZELTON,  Secretary. 


The  next  concert  of  the  above  Society  is  unavoidably  POST- 
PONED until  SATURDAY,  January  13th,  in  order  that  more 
time  may  be  given  to  bring  out  Mr.  Perkins's  new  Cantata 
with  as  much  care  and  Btudy  as  possible.    Per  order, 

LOUIS  RIMBACH,  Secretary. 

AFTERNOON  CONCERTS. 
THE    ORCHESTRAL    UNION, 

AT  THE 

BOSTON   MUSIC   HALL. 

Every  Wednesday,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

And  continue  through  the  season. 

CARIi   ZERRAHN Conductor, 

Single  tickets,  25  cts  :  Packages  of  6  tickets,  SI ;  for  sale  at 
the  music  stores  and  at  the  door.  Nov  23 


MR.  S.  HARRISON  MILLARD, 

Begs  to  inform  the  musical  public  of  Boston  that  ho  is  now 

prepared  to  receive  pupils  in 

Italian  and  English  Vocal>zaton. 

Classes  will  be  formed  on  the  principle  of  the  Conservatoire 
k  Paris. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  English  Oratorio  singing. 

Classes  for  the  study  of  tho  Italian  language  will  also  be 
formed. 

Residence,  6  Tyler  Street. 

C3r.    -A-    SS03E3ClMC3:a7T, 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr   0-  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 


^cmi-ietont^Iji  %'\.si  of  Neb  plimU, 

PUELISriED    UY 

OLIYEE  DITSON,  115  Washington  St. Boston, 

January  1,  1855. 

VOCAL. 

A  Mother's  Consolation — *  Angel  band  in  Heaven,' 25c. 

Blind  Dirl's  Request—'  They  tcU  me,  mother,' 25 

Bella  figija  dell'amore  :  Opera  nf  Kigoletto, 50 

Chilian  War  Song — '  We're  fearless  and  free,' 25 

Harvest  Moon — '  Slowly  wbere  the  wind  is  swelling,' 25 

Heather  Bell — '  I  love  to  wander  o'er  the  hills,' 26 

'  I  pray  for  the  loved  ones  at  home,'  Steinbrecker, 25 

Little  Gipsey  Jane — *  I'm  a  merry  Gipsey  Maid,' 25 

'  Man  cannot  always  joyful  bo,'  from  the  German, 25 

'Meet  me  in  Heaven,'  the  night  funeral  of  a  slave, 25 

Merry  Heart — '  Away  with  care,' 25 

My  Home  no  more:  A.  W.  Duke, 25 

Nellie  Gray — '  Down  in  a  pleasant  valley,' 25 

'  0  whisper  what  thou  feelesf",'  from  Crown  Diamonds,.. .  ..25 

Old  Mountain  Tree — '  0  the  home  wc  loved,'  Quar 25 

'  0  stranger,  lend  thy  gentle  bark,'   Song  and  chorus, 25 

The  Songs  of  Love — '  Alas,  the  good  old  songs,' l.S 

The  Bivouac  :  or,  'He  who  wears  a  regimental  suit,' 25 

'  This  is  the  Lord's  own  dav,'  from  the  German, 25 

The  Three  Calls  :  or.  The  Eleventh  Hour, 25 

'  There's  a  path  by  the  river  o'ershadowed  by  trees,' 25 

*  Then  by  the  garden  bower,'  A  Duet  from  Figaro, 38 

'  Wake,  0  wake  thee  from  thy  sleeping,' 25 

Warrior  Page — '  0  leave  me  not,  my  gentle  page.' 38 

WALTZES,  POLKAS,  &c. 

Charming  Polka,  (of  medium  difficulty),  Qungl, 13 

Camilla  Waltz,  E.  C.  Phelps, »13 

Diana  Waltz,  Mina  Hadden, 13 

Georgette,  Valse,  ( Elegant  colored  lithograph,) 50 

La  Sicilienne,  Dan.=e,  Markowski, 25 

L'Etoile  du  Nord  Polka,  Meyerbeer, 25 

March  from  Concfrt  Ptiick,  by  Weber 6 

Madri  Gras,  Quadrille  Fantastique,  Schubert, 25 

Margarerhen  Polka,  (Spri;:rhtly,  fanciful  and  easy,) 13 

Mont  Blanc  Schottisch,  Harris, 25 

Mnggasen  Galop,  H.  C.  Lumbye, 25 

New  Orleans  Polka  Mazourka, 13 

Post  Horn  Galop,  Thomas  Baker, 13 

Russian  Polka, 13 

Second  Greek  Polkd,,  (Very  easy  and  attractive,) 13 

*  Wait  for  the  Wagon  Polka,  (Easy  and  popular,) 25 

Wagon  Cchottisch,  introducing  '  Wait  for  the  Wagon,' 25 

VARIATIONS,  RONDOS,  &c. 

Andalousie,  Nouvelle  Varsourenne.  Strauss, 25 

Chanson  (La)  des  Laguens,  (Song  of  the  Canals,) 38 

Clot'hes  (Les)  du  Monastere,  Lefebre  Wely, 38 

Melodious  Exercises  for  Teacher  and  Pupil,  Book  4,. 50 

Perle.<  AUemandes,  No.  1,  'Adelaide,'  Oesten, 38 

Repetizone,  A  Study  in  the  style  of  Rosellen,  Barrett, 25 

Resignation  :  Morceau  de  Salon  pour  le  Piano, 38 

[D^A  new  Edition  of  MULLER'S  CELEBRATED  PIANO- 
FORTE METHOD  Revised  by  JULIUS  KNORR.  "  Unsur- 
passed if  not  unrivalled."     ©3. 

FRENCH  LANGUAGE. 

Mr.  UE  LAMOTTE,  from  ParLi,  begs  leave  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion to  pupils  in  clashes,  or  pi-ivate  lessons,  during  the  ensuing 
winter,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  55  Hancock 
street.  ,  0  21    3m 

F.    F.    MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  3Vo.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 


Mr.    J.  Q.   WETHERBEE, 

(BASSO  CANTANTE,) 
No.  18  TREMONT  TEMPIiSB,   BOSTON. 


OTTO    DBESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
WiNTHROP  House.  Terms  ;— $50  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week, ;  $80  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 

NO.  3  LA  GRANGE   PLACE,  BOSTON. 

Having  resided  thirteen  years  in  Europe  with  a  view  of  adap- 
ting the  Italian  style  of  Singing  to  the  English  voice,  and  of 
remedying  weakness  of  the  voice,  and  thoroughly  correcting 
harsh,  guttural,  nasal,  or  other  unpleasant  peculiarities,  pro- 
poses to  give  lessons  on  the  Voice,  and  in  Singing,  in  the  Italian 
French,  and  English  Languages. 

Many  who  have  spent  years  of  severe  study  to  attain  musical 
excellence,  after  struggling  to  conquer  some  guttural,  na.^al,  or 
other  unpleasant  mannerism,  abandon  the  pursuit  from  the  be- 
lief that  they  are  afflicted  with  a  natural  defectiveness  :  when, 
with  a  fractional  part  of  the  application  which  they  bestow  on 
the  other  branches  of  their  musical  education,  and  with  much 
less  physical  effort  (if  properly  directed)  than  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  use,  their  voices  might  be  rendered  comparative- 
ly beautiful. 

To  singers  of  eminence  he  would  say,  with  a  just  appreciation 
of  their  highattainments,  that  a  hvief  practical  examiiialion  of 
his  system  will  convince  the  most  sceptical,  that  he  can  afford 
them  such  a.-^  si  stance  in  beautifying  the  voice,  as  might  delight 
the  most  fastidious. 

"  Being  acquainted  with  the  course  of  vocal  discipline  pursued 
by  Mr.  W.  J.  P.\rkerson  in  forming  and  developing  the  voice, 
I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  niy  testimony  to  its  excellence  ;  be- 
lievingitto  be  far  preferable  to  any  othermethod  known  to  me. 

GEO.  J.  WEBB. 

Boston,  Oct.  7, 1854." 

D;^  Terms,  S50  per  quarter. 
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YOUSG  UDES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Rooms  in  connection  with  DIr.  E.  A.  Beaman's  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No.  23  Temple  Place. 

E.  R.  BliANCHARD,  Teaclier, 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

RESIDENCE,  24  ^YEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  read  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  the  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivatiou  of  the 
Yoice,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  witli  first  principles  and  pro- 
ceeding upvvards,  by  regular  and  successive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Mu.'iic  as  will  enable  them  to  rtad  even  the 
more  difficult  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  whicih  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Webb  &  Co  ,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  IJIanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instrwction  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Youn;;  Ladies'  Vocal  Mu.sic  School,we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,       Geo.  J.  Webb,         F.  F,  Muller, 

Geo.  F.  Root,  B.  P.  Baker. 

Sept  30  tf 

ADOLPH    KIELBLOCK, 


United  States  Hotel. 


Dec  30 


CONCERT    HALL, 

CORNER  OF  EUCLID  STREET  AND  PUBLIC  SQUARE, 
Cleveland,  Oliio. 

This  new  and  elegant  hall,  designed  expressly  for  concerts 
and  lectures,  is  now  open  for  artists  and  others  intending  to 
give  entertainments  in  Cleveland. 

The  hall  is  well  lighted,  handsomely  frescoed  and  decorated, 
and  will  seat  comfortably  1200  persons.  Its  central  location 
renders  it  the  most  desirable  of  any  in  the  city. 

For  terms,  etc.,  apply  to  HOLBROOK  &  LONG, 

Piano-Forte  Dealers,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

A  CARD Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
r  :idy  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  {duos,  trios, 
&e.  f  jr  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 

SIGNOR  AlTGtJSTO  BEWDEI.ART,  Professor  of 
M"sic,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  ciitss  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  great 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  he  made  to  Sig.  Augosto  Bendelari,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Cliickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

REFEEEKCES. 

Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G.  Ward,  Esq. 

Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq.  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

Sept  9 

MR.  J.  C.  D.  PAEKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instrac- 
tion  in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  application3  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

Beferences— R.  E.  Apthorp,  0.  C.  Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqa. 
Sept  23  tf. 


E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACTIEK,  OF  THE  PlAiXO  AT«iB  SINGING. 

Kesidence,  24  West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Es(J.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

365  W^ashington  Street,  Boston. 

CHICKERING   &    SONS, 

MANnFACTUEERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 


OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


W^AREROOniS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


NO'W    READY: 
Third  and.  Cheap  Edition  of  the 

MOBERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PIANO-FORTE, 

BY"   NJ3.THA.N   mCHARnSON, 

Inasmuch  as  the  demand  for  a  cheaper  edition  of  this  In- 
struction Book  has  heen  so  great,  particularly  among  Teachers, 
heads  of  Seminaries,  &c.,  the  publisher  has  been  induced  to 
issue  an  edition  containing  precisely  tlie  same  matter,  but 
hound  in  a  plainer  style.  This  Method  is  more  complete  and 
systematic  than  any  other  published  in  this  country  or  Europe, 
and  is  now  the  cheapest.  It  is  recommended  by  all  the  first 
Teachers,  as  being  the  very  best. 

Price,  in  plain  binding .¥3,00 

In  the  original  style,  full  gilt $4,00 

Copies  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  on  the 
receipt  of  the  above  prices. 

PUBLISHED   AT   THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston,  by 
NATHAN  RICHAEDSON. 


GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 
AND     MELODEONS. 

No.  3    ■WINTER    STREET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

W  A  E  E  A  N  T  E  D 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Dec  9  3m 

Elj£  Ptnbclssoljn  ^uinidk  Chtb 

Respectfully  announce  to  the  musical  public  of  Boston  and 
vicinity  tliat  they  are  prepared  to  accept  engagements  for 

PRIVATE  MUSICAL  PARTIES. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Club  to  give  but  few  public  conoerta 
out  of  Boston  this  season  ;  and  as  many  of  their  friends  may 
feel  the  need  of  their  accustomed  entertainment,  the  Club  will 
be  happy  to  receive  propositions  for  series  of  Parlor  Concerts 
similar  to  those  now  given  in  Cambridge,  New  Bedford,  Milton, 
etc.  TIIOS.  IIYAN,  Sec'y,  19  Franklin  St.  Boiton. 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER  AND   DEALER   IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  344  WashiMSton  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  f  TO  LET. 

HE^WS'    PATENT 
AMERICANACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Waskington  Si.,  Boston. 

G.  ANDRf!   &,   CO.'S 

33(pot  of    ^oijisTt    artlJ    jBomtstu   JMusit, 

19  3.  NINTH  STEEET,  ABOVE  CHESTNUT, 


{East  side,) 


PHILADELPHIA. 


D;^A  catalogue  of  our  stock  of  Foreign  Music,  and  of  our 
own  Publications,  has  just  been  published.  Music  and  Music 
Books  imported  to  order,  as  heretofore,  from  Germany,  Italy, 
France  and  England. 

MR.  AUGUST  PRIES, 

Respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  former  pupils,  that  he 
again  is  prepared  to  receive 
ADVANCED  PIANISTS  AS  PUPILS, 
to  accompany  them  with  the  Violin  in  Sonatas,  Dog  concer- 
TANTE,  Solos,  &c.      Applications  sent  to  7  Winthrop  Place, 
will  be  promptly  attended  to.  oct  14    3m 

Mr.    THOMAS    EYAN 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  firiends  and  pupils  that  he  has  return- 
ed to  town  for  the  season,  and  is  prepiired  to  give  instruction 
on  the  PIANO,  FLUTE.  CLARINET,  VIOLIN,  and  also  in 
THOROUGH  BASS.  Applications  may  he  made  at  his  resi- 
dence. No.  19  Eranklin  Street,  or  at  Richardson's  music  store. 
Sept  16 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN 
the  PIANO-FORTE,  and  in  the  Theory  of  Mnsio. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
s'O'^s-  Sept  16 


MANUFACTUKED  BI 

MASON     &,     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  us.  AVe  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Finish. 
Oar  prices  vary  from  ®60  to  ®175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wai.  B.  Bradbury,  George  F.  Root,  L.  H.  SooTaAED, 
Edwin  Bruce,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

O^'The  opinions  of  tbe  above  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

HENRY  MASON.      1  MASOKT  «fc  HAIULXN, 

EMMONB  HAMUN. )  Cambridge  St.  {cot.  of  CharleSy)  Boston^  His. 

Oct  28    6m  [Directly  in  front  of  the  Jail.j 

CARL    GARTNER. 
T  E  A.C  H  ER    OF    MUSIC, 

May  he  found  at  No.  20  Dover  Street,  every  forenoon  between 
9  and  10.  Qc  14 

LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELLO, 
HENRI  JUNGNICKEL 

Will  receive  pupils  on  the  Violoncello.    Address  at  his  resi- 
dence. No.  67  Warren  Street.  Qc  14 

MR.   GUSTAV  KREBS, 

MEMBER  OF  THE  MENDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB, 

Begs  leave  to  inform  the  puhlic  that  he  is  prepared  to  give 

instruction  on  the 

FLUTE,   VIOLIN    AND    PIANO. 

O"  Applications  made  at  No.  17  Franklin  Place  will  receive 

prompt  attentiou.  Oc  14 

MANUEL  PENOLLOSA, 

PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Geat's  Biock,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

References. 

Messrs.  Chiokerino,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Pdnohahd,  Boston. 

Messrs.  Geokge  Peabobt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 


PIANIST  AND  TEACHEK  OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Natha.n  Richakhso-n-,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P 
Eeed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

REFEEENCE3 :— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

CAKL    ZERRAHN, 

Conductor  of  the   Handel  &,  Haydn  Society, 

Conductor  of  the  Orchestral  XTnion,  and 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  his  OFFICE  in  E.  H.  Wade's  mu'sic  store 
or  at  his  residence,  U.  S.  Hotel.  Dec  23    6t 


PEmCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  variety,  from  84.5  to  8150,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  tho  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 


Sept.  2 


G.   P.   REED   &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sole  Agents  for  Prince  S;  Co.'s  Melodeons. 


ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 
TEACHER    OF    THE    PIANO-FORTE. 

Residence,    84    Pinckncy    Street. 


Sept  16 


tf 


ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OF   THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Keed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Iloxbury.  Sept  9 

H.     S.     CUTlcEK, 

©iganl^t    seSi    Scacljci    of    JMusIc, 

MUSIC  ROOM  UNDER  CHURCH  OF  THE  ADVENT. 

Terms  .$30.— Address  care  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Wash- 
ington S  .  Sept  9  tf 

J.   TKENKLE, 

TEACHER. OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Residence  No.  56  Kneeland  Street. 

No.  zT^fiooi^." 
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VOL.    VI.  BOSTON,    SATURDAY,    JANUARY    13,    1855.  NO.   15. 


PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATURDAY. 


TEBMS 


PEK  AHStUM, 


"    CAKKIEE,  $2.50 


IN  ADVANCE. 


ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Music,  but  with 
glances-at  the  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  Literature  ; 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  Reviews  of  Concerts, 
Oratorios,  Operas ;  with  timely  Analyses  of  the  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  Music  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  significant  Musical  News  from  all  parts;  gathered  from 
Enghsh,(Terman,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essays  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instru- 
ments, theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  ;  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
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The  Violin  Quartet. 

BY  A.  onLIBIOHEFP. 

(Continued  from  last  week  ) 

III.  Mozart  compared  with  Haydn. 
If  there  is  any  justice  in  our  brief  survey  of  the 
theory  of  the  Quartet,  it  will  be  an  easy  matter 
for  us  to  prove  the  superiority  of  Mozart's 
Quartets  over  all  others  ;  not  by  a  comparison  of 
their  beauties  with  perhaps  equal  beauties  which 
distinguish  the  worlts  of  other  masters, — a  com- 
parison that  would  lead  to  no  result,  since  there 
exist  no  scales  in  which  musical  beauties  can  in- 
trinsically be  weighed  ; — but  by  a  negative  mode 
of  proof,  showing  by  examples  that  the  most  skil- 
ful sometimes  have  in  certain    things  departed 


e;= 


from  the  theoretic  fundamental  conditions  of  the 
Quartet  style,  which  Mozart  never  did. 

If  we  talk  of  rivals  of  Mozart  in  Quartet  wri- 
ting, we  of  course  mean  two  and  only  two  mu- 
sicians by  the  side  of  him.  Maydn,  Mozart, 
Beethoven  1  The  three  greatest  names  in  mu- 
sic, which  the  tongue  most  readily  pronounces  and 
the  ear  most  delights  to  hear. 

Formerly  Haydn  was  generally  preferred  to 
Mozart ;  to-day  the  preference  is  commonly  given 
to  Beethoven.  Haydn  has  a  sort  of  humor, 
which  renders  him  intelligible  to  ordinary  minds ; 
he  loves  to  make  merry  with  his  hearers  and  to 
laugh,  for  which  they  are  duly  grateful.  Mozart 
replaces  this  amicable  and  communicative  cheer- 
fulness by  his  elevation  and  depth ;  he  brought 
Bach  to  life  again,  only  Bach  half  a  century 
riper,  Bach  become  the  greatest  of  melodists  and 
bringing  with  him  from  his  grave,  or  rather,  out 
of  heaven,  new  harmonies,  to  which  our  poor 
planet  could  not  for  a  long  time  get  accustomed. 
This  explains  the  different  fate  of  the  two  mas- 
ters. One  was  the  idol  of  his  contemporaries, 
and  by  God's  extraordinary  grace  (no  doubt)  to- 
wards the  minstrel  of  his  Creation,  Haydn  still 
counts  among  his  admirers  all  instructed  and  in- 
telligent musitdans ;  the  other  saw  his  Quartets 
sent  back  from  Italy  on  account  of  mistakes  in 
copying,  which  did  not  e.xist ;  criticized  by  a  pro- 
fessor on  account  of  faults  in  composition,  which, 
with  the  exception  of  a  single  one  perhaps,  were 
new  and  original  beauties  ;  and  torn  to  pieces  in 
a  concert,  on  account  of  faults  which  were  at  first 
ascribed  to  the  players !  and  all  this,  because  they 
were  too  perfect.  The  reader  shall  convince 
himself. 

In  most  of  the  Quartets  of  Haydn  the  canta- 
bile  and  conventional  passages  alternate  with  a 
certain  regularity,  of  which  the  kind  by  no  means 
admits,  and  which  gives  to  these  thematic  works  the 
false  appearance  of  concertante  music,  and  mo- 
nopolizes the  labor  of  the  composer  in  the  interest 
of  the  first  violinist.  In  Mozart  the  principal 
thoughts  are  less  salient,  they  mingle  more  with 
the  other  themes,  and  share  with  them  the  com- 
binations which  grow  out  of  the  application  of  the 
fugued  style.  By  this  means  every  thing  becomes 
strictly  bound  in  with  the  ground-thoughts,  and 
gains  a  weight  and  a  significance,  which  the  usual 
melodic  ornaments  and  the  bravura  passages 
never  can  have,  when  they  are  interpolated  into 
a  thematic  composition  to  give  importance  to  the 
executant. 


There  is  an  infinite  charm  for  soul  and  ear  at 
once,  when  a  simple  melismatic  thought,  a  mere 
Jioritura,  not  so  much  accompanied  as  merely  ren- 
dered audible  by  the  harmony,  is  changed  a  mo- 
ment after  into  a  contrapuntal  figure  full  of  grace, 
of  rationality  and  power. 
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Second  remark.  In  many  passages  the  melody 
in  Haydn's  Quartets  palpably  approaches  vocal 
music ;  it  reminds  you  of  "  The  Creation"  and 
"  The  Seasons,"  if  it  includes  no  obsolete  melodic 
forms.  The  Adagio  and  Andante  of  Haydn  are 
from  beginning  to  end  veritable  Cavatinas,  in 
■which  the  first  violin  takes  the  place  of  the 
singer.     Nothing  but  text  is  wanting. 

Go  through  the  Quartets  of  Mozart  and  you 
•will  never  find,  not  to  say  a  whole  piece,  but  not 
even  a  sentence,  which  reminds  you  of  the  Opera, 
or  which  might  serve  the  purpose  of  a  singer. 
And  yet  what  elevated  statement,  what  inex- 
pressible grace,  what  psychological  depth,  what  a 
stamp  of  immortality  shine  in  these  melodies, 
which  could  not  be  sung  with  the  voice  !  And 
whence  comes  it,  that  they  cannot  be  sung  with  the 
voice?  Because  they  admit  of  no  text.  And  why  do 
they  admit  of  none  ?  Because  the  things  they  tell 
you  are  so  little  expressible  or  narratable,  that 
all  the  languages  of  the  world  lack  words  for 
them,  and  can  only  give  a  ridiculous  perversion, 
at  the  best  a  bungling  approximation,  but  never  a 
a  true  translation  of  the  music. 

Third  remark.  We  have  shown  the  very  ob- 
vious reason  why  the  common-places,  admissible 
in  orchestral  compositions,  where  it  is  hardly  pos- 
sible to  avoid  them,  must  be  carefully  excluded 
from  the  Quartet.  Haydn,  however,  has  granted 
them  admittance,  seldom  to  be  sure,  and  as  it 
were  from  a  sort  of  heedlessness,  as  the  following 
example  shows : 
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The  four  first  measures  give  us  accurately 
enough,  even  to  the  rhythm,  the  melody  which 
Almaviva  sings  in  his  duet  with  Susanna:  Mi 
sento  di  contento,  pienu  di  gioja  it  cor ;  a  melody 
which  Mozart  certainly  stole  from  Haydn,  unless 
the  reverse  be  the  truth.  What  follows  is  one  of 
the  most  familiar  and  hacknied  forms  of  opera 
finales.  You  may  search  through  the  whole  Mo- 
zart collection,  and  you  will  not  once  find  the 
shadow  of.  a  common-place  of  this  or  any  other 
description. 

Passages,  which  tell  mainly  upon  the  ear,  that 
is  to  say,  allusions  to  conceriante  music  ;  singable 
melodies,  or  an  inclination  to  vocal  music  ;  a  more 
popular,  that  is  to  say,  a  less  "learned  style;  more 
easily  comprehended,  that  is  to  say,  less  elevated, 
less  deep  thoughts, — such  are  the  grounds  of  the 


preference  formerly  given  to  the  Quartets  of 
Haydn  over  those  of  Mozart,  and  of  the  objec- 
tions which  many  amateurs  still  feel  to  the  latter, 
even  if  they  do  not  confess  it. 

[To  be  continued.] 


Hector  Berlioz's  New  Work. 

The  Paris  correspondent  of  the  London  Musi- 
cal World,  (Dec.  13,  1854,)  writes  as  follows: 

On  Sunday  last,  L'EnJance  du  Christ,  the  tri- 
logy or  oratorio  of  M.  Berlioz,  was  performed 
at  the  Salle  Herz,  the  first  time  that  the  complete 
work  had  been  presented  before  the  public. — 
Whatever  may  be  the  opinions  as  to  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  M.  Berlioz,  this  much  at  least  is  cer- 
tain ;  he  is  a  man  of  original  genius — he  borrows 
from  none,  and  his  inspiration  is  drawn  from  him- 
self alone.  Therefore  no  one  can  claim  an  in- 
terest in  any  success  he  may  obtain,  nor  appre- 
ciate a  portion  of  the  plaudits  which  were  so  lav- 
ishly bestowed  on  Sunday  last. 

It  is  an  unquestionable  fact  that,  while  light  and 
lively  music  has  flourished  at  the  Parisian  thea- 
tres, music  which  appealed  to  higher  and  nobler 
sympathies,  has  fallen  into  disrepute.  It  seemed 
as  though  the  French  intelligence  was  incapable 
of  embracing  both  at  once,  and  that  public  feel- 
ing was  withdrawn  from  the  more  pure  and  refin- 
ed, to  dally  with  the  charms  of  the  gayer  and 
prettier  fair  one.  From  time  to  time,  some  un- 
questionable inspiration  of  genius  has  recalled 
the  fickle  public  to  its  admiration  of  true  Art,  and, 
ashamed  of  its  past  indifference,  it  has  all  the 
more  readily  accepted  the  opportunity  of  hum- 
bling itself  and  exalting  the  artist,  whose  genius 
has  succeeded  in  gaining  its  aflfections.  Such  was 
the  case  on  Sunday,  and  M.  Berlioz  produced  a 
legitimate  effect  on  an  audience  including  almost 
every  artist  and  literary  man  in  Paris.  For  nearly 
a  fortnight,  evory  reserved  seat  had  been  taken  in 
advance  ;  the  few  "  unreserved"  were  filled  directly 
the  doors  were  open,  and  hundreds  were  turned 
away  unable  to  obtain  admission.  M.  Berlioz 
himself  directed  the  orchestra,  which  comprised  in 
its  ranks  most  of  the  best  artists  now  in  the  me- 
tropolis. Perhaps  on  that  very  account  it  had 
been  impossible  to  have  as  many  rehearsals  as 
were  desirable,  and  therefore  the  orchestra  hardly 
went  as  well  as  might  have  been  expected — a 
fault  which  they  will  amend  at  each  successive 
representation. 

L'Enfance  du  Christ  is  a  sacred  trilogy,  of 
which  M.  Berlioz  has  composed  both  poetry  and 
music.  The  poem  is  partly  descriptive  and  partly 
dramatic,  the  link  between  the  two,  and  connect- 
ing both,  being  formed  by  a  "  Recitant,"  who 
performs  the  office  of  the  Chorus  in  Greek  tra- 
gedy. The  first  part  commences  with  the  dream 
of  Herod,  to  whom  it  has  been  revealed  in  a  vis- 
ion : — 

"  Ton  heureux  temps  s'enfuit  I 

Un  enfant  vient  de  naitre 

Qui  fera  disparaitre 

Ton  trone  et  ton  pouvoir." 

Herod  consults  the  Hebrew  soothsayers,  who  in- 
form him  that  his  dream  is  true,  and  that  his  safe- 
ty can  only  be  bought  by  a  massacre  of  all  the 
new-born  innocents.  The  scene  changes  to  the 
stable  in  Bethlehem,  where  a  chorus  of  angels  ad'- 
monishes  Mary  and  Joseph  to  depart,  with  the 
child,  into  Egypt.  The  second  part  describes  the 
flight,  and  opens  with  a  chorus  of  shepherds ;  the 
main  incidents  of  the  flight  are  declaimed  by  the 
Recitant,  and  the  part  concludes  with  a  chorus, 
"  Alleluia."  The  third  is  the  arrival  at  Sais  ;  the 
Recitant  describes  the  return  of  the  Saviour  to 
his  country,  to  accomplish  the  sacrifice  whereby 
the  world  shall  be  saved,  and  the  trilogy  concludes 
on  the  word  "  Amen,"  with  a  chorus  full  of  poetic 
and  religious  splendor.  The  principal  parts  are  the 
Virgin  Mary  (Mme.  Meillet,  from  the  Theatre- 
Lyrique,)  Joseph  (M.  Meillet,  from  ditio,) 
Herod  (M.  Depasio  from  the  Grand  Opera,) 
Un  Pere  de  Famille  (M.  Battaille,  from  the 
Opera-Comique,)  Recitant  (M.  Jourdan,  from 
the  Opera-Comique.)  The  Re<;itant  commences 
the  piece  by  announcing  the  birth  of  Jesus.     A 


nocturnal  march  is  heard,  an  armed  troop  ad- 
vances, and  the  orchestra  plays  a  symphony  of 
military  and  warlike  character.  Polydorus  and  a 
centurion  appear,  and  a  short  dialogue  ensues. 
Then  follows  Herod's  dream — a  melancholy  air 
is  sung  to  a  vigorous  and  graphic  accompani- 
ment, which,  ere  long,  changes,  and  the  orchestra 
repeats  the  fears  of  the  tyrants,  and  becomes  his 
echo.  This  is  succeeded  by  the  scene  between 
Herod  and  the  Hebrew  diviners.  These  last 
proceed  to  their  incantation — an  orchestral  piece 
where  the  mournful  notes  of  the  horn  are  inter- 
mingled with  the  deep  sounds  of  the  double 
basses,  producing  an  efiect  at  once  original  and 
striking.  This  section  of  the  first  part  winds  up 
with  a  chorus  denouncing  the  innocents;  "  Oui, 
oui,  par  le  fer  qu'ils  perissent,"  which  is  re- 
markable for  energy  and  force.  And  now  the 
scene  changes  to  the  stable  of  Bethlehem  :  a  calm 
succeeds  the  storm,  and  nothing  can  be  more  sim- 
ple and  touching  than  the  opening  air,  which  was 
so  well  sung  by  Mme.  Meillet. 

"  0  men  cher  fils,  donne  cette  herbe  tendre, 
A  ces  agneaux  qui  vers  toi  vent,  belant; 
lis  sont  si  doux !  laisse,  laisse— les  prender, 
Ne  les  fais  pas  langnir,  6  mon  enfant." 

The  melody  is  delicious,  and  with  the  accompani- 
ment of  the  violoncellos,  paints  an  admirable  pic- 
ture of  happiness  and  peace.  The  chorus  of 
Angels  counselling  flight,  with  an  accompaniment 
of  the  organ  (played  by  Mdlle.  Sophie  Dulcken,) 
brings  the  first  part  to  a  conclusion. 

The  second  part  is  in  no  way  inferior.  An  or- 
chestral prelude  leads  to  a  chorus  of  shepherds, 
which  is  succeeded  by  an  air  for  the  Recitant, 
which  was  encored,  and  the  part  concludes  with 
"  Hallelujah"  (chorus.)  The  Recitant's  air  is  de- 
licious, and  would  of  itself  have  ensured  success ; 
it  was  well  sung  by  M.  Jourdan,  and  constantly 
interrupted  by  bursts  of  genuine  applause. 

In  the  the  third  part,  the  Virgin  and  Joseph 
have  arrived  at  Sais,  footsore  and  weary.  A 
chorus  of  Romans  and  Egyptians  is  heard,  and 
the  Virgin  is  afraid.  But  none  can  be  found 
who  win  give  shelter  to  the  way-worn  traveller. 
The  Father  of  a  Family  at  last  pities  their  condi- 
tion, and  affords  them  shelter  ;  and,  in  reply  to 
his  queries,  Joseph  answers : — 

"Elleapournom  Marie; 
Je  ra'appelle  Joseph,  et  nous  nommons 
L'enfant,  JiSsus." 

These  words  were  sung  to  a  strain  of  music  so 
sweet  and  tender,  that  they  compose  a  little  reli- 
gious poem  of  themselves.  The  dialogue  between 
Joseph  and  the  host  is  followed  by  a  trio  for  two 
flutes  and  a  harp  ;  and  an  unaccompanied  chorus, 
blessing  the  Virgin  and  child,  as  they  sleep,  ter- 
minates the  work. 

M.  and  Mdlle.  Meillet,  MM.  Jourdan,  Battaille, 
and  Depasio,  deserve  much  praise  for  the  excel- 
lent manner  in  which  they  sang  the  music  allotted 
to  them.  M.  Berlioz  has  been  more  than  once 
reproached  with  obtaining  his  effects  entirely 
from  great  masses  of  sound — in  other  words, 
from  noise  and  clamor.  To  this  he  has  replied 
by  a  composition  distinguished  from  first  to  last  by 
grace,  innocence,  tenderness,  and  naivete — violins, 
tenors,  violoncellos,  two  flutes,  and  two  hautboys, 
form  the  combination  of  instruments  by  means  of 
which  he  has  mainly  produced  his  effects.  The 
choruses  also  are  written  with  a  rare  sobriety,  and 
some  critics  too  have  remarked  that  M.  Berlioz, 
in  his  choral  writing  on  the  present  occasion, 
"  seems  to  have  been  guided  by  the  same  hand 
which  directed  Palestrina  when  he  traced  the  ed- 
ifying strophes  of  the  Stahat  Mater."  The  com- 
poser, they  insist,  "  has  imparted  to  Joseph  and 
Mary  that  charm  of  effect  and  coloring  which  we 
find  in  the  pictures  of  the  great  Italian  school;" 
and  the  conclusion  of  the  first  part,  they  continue, 
"  more  particularly  resembles  a  painting  of  Peru- 
gino  or  Fra  Angelico — the  same  simplicity  in  the 
production  of  effect,  the  same  impression  pro- 
duced on  the  sensibilities  of  the  audience  in  one 
case  and  the  beholders  in  the  other." 

M.  Berlioz  was  greeted  with  enormous  cheers 
at  the  conclusion,  and  re-called  some  twenty  times. 
I  trust  the  success  he  has  obtained  will  encourage 
him  to  push  onward  in  the  same  course. 
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For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 
THE  BLOSSOM  OF  THE  WHEAT. 

ALTERED   FROM  THE  PRENCH  OF  CHARLES  REXNAUO. 

0 !  beauty  in  the  bearded  grain! 

Chaste  child  of  labor  sweet; 
Nor  boldly  gay,  nor  idly  vain, 

Small  blossom  of  the  wheat ! 

The  glory  is  not  thine  to  deck 

The  soft  and  silken  hair, 
Or  breath  in  balm  upon  the  neck 

Of  dove-eyed  ladies  fair! 

Nor,  dear  and  artless  peasant-flower. 

Is  thine  the  sorry  chance 
To  beg,  m  perfumed  halls  of  power, 

The  favor  of  a  glance ! 

In  cups  of  pearl  and  agate  fine, 
The  corn  flowers  show  their  grace. 

The  scarlet  poppies  flaunt  and  shine; 
Those  idlers  of  thy  race ! 

But  thou,  in  labor's  furrow  set, 

Dost  smile  on  labor's  son,  ' 

Who  waters  with  his  honest  sweat 

The  ground  thou  growest  upon. 

'Tis  he,  with  rudest  fingers,  weaves 

Thy  blossoms  in  a  crown, 
And  at  the  Cross  his  offering  leaves 

With  humble  orison. 

Thou  art  not  beauteous  like  the  rose, 

And  yet — thou  springest  free ! 
And  still  from  thee  the  manna  flows 

That  feeds  humanity. 

Thou  shinest,  when  the  fields  are  fair, 

Aad  June  is  all  a-flame. 
And  dost,  beneath  God's  eye,  prepare 

New  praises  to  his  name ! 
Within  thy  cup  a  power  is  born. 

Within  thy  cup  'tis  fed. 
Till  rounded  by  the  sun  to  corn. 

And  wrought  by  man  to  bread ! 
Hail !  beauty  in  the  bearded  grain, 

Chaste  child  of  labor  sweet; 
Nor  boldly  gay,  nor  idly  vain. 

Small  blossom  of  the  wheat!  H. 


m 


Musical  Journalism  in  Germany. 

The  last  number  of  the  New  York  Musical 
Gazette  has  an  interesting  article  upon  this  sub- 
ject, from  which  we  copy  the  following,  cautioning 
the  reader  at  the  same  time  against  a  certain  tone 
of  partizanship  pervading  the  strictures,  however 
just  they  may  be  in  some  respects,  upon  the  Neue 
Zeitschrift. 

Germany  has,  at  present,  perhaps  eight  or  ten 
musical  journals  and  periodicals,  of  which  only 
four  can  be  said  to  circulate  anaong  a  large  num- 
ber of  artists  and  dilettanti.  How  great  the  cir- 
culation of  each  is,  we  cannot  say,  but  it  is  cer- 
tain that  no  one  has  more  than  three  thousand  sub- 
scribers. Now,  considering  that  five  persons  in 
every  ten  in  that  country,  between  the  ages  of  ten 
and  ibrty,  have  undergone  some  sort  of  musical 
education,  and  that  at  least  nine  take  some  interest 
in  musical  matters,  we  must  confess  that  the  above 
small  subscription-lists  appear  almost  unaccount- 
able, even  when  we  recollect  that  every  po- 
litical and  literary  journal  has  its  article  on  mu- 
sical matters.  The  number  of  those  in  Germany 
who  would  like  to  read  more  upon  musical  matters 
than  political  papers  can  furnish  is  so  large,  that 
we  think  the  fault  must  lie  rather  in  the  musical 
journals  than  in  the  public,  that  their  circulation 
is  so  limited.  Blany  of  these  papers  exhibit  a 
great  amount  of  knowledge,  spirit  and  talent ;  but, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  lack  in  their  manage- 
ment practical  business  men,  who,  without  any 
sai,rifice  of  principles,  may  look  more  to  the  ac- 
tual wants  of  the  public.  This  want  of  practical- 
ity is  not  confined  to  the  business  department,  but 
is  exhibited  in  many  of  the  editorials.  Far-fetch- 
ed ideas  and  confused  language  will  interest  but 
few,  especially  when  they  are  expected  to  pay 


for  them.  The  want  of  common  sense,  and  a  for- 
getfulness  that  the  generality  of  the  public  must 
be  taught,  and  thus  elevated  to  the  standard  of 
the  writer,  according  to  capacity,  must  account 
for  the  small  number  of  subscribers.  Strange  to 
say,  some  of  the  modern  musical  journals  date 
their  orimn  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
back,  and  none  of  the  old  journals  have  survived 
the  change  of  the  times  and  of  editors.  The 
once  celebrated  Cecilia ;  the  Allgemeine  Blusikal- 
ische  Zeilurig,  published  by  Breitkopf  and  Haer- 
tel,  and  originated  by  the  famous  Rochlitz  ;  the  Iris 
by  Kellstab ;  the  Berliner  Allgemeine  Musika- 
lische  Zeitung,  edited  by  Marx  ;  all  these  musical 
journals  are  long  since  dead,  although  some  of 
their  editors  still  live.  The  journal  which  enjoyed 
the  longest  life  was  the  Allgemeine  Blusikalische 
Zeitung  oS^  Leipzig.  It  originated  in  1798,  and 
died  in  1848.  Its  fifty  volumes  look  quite  formid- 
able upon  our  shelves,  and  are  found  exceedingly 
useful  for  occasional  reference.  During  the  later 
years  of  its  existence,  it  was  sustained  only  by  the 
greatest  pecuniary  sacrifices  on  the  part  of  its 
publishers.  It  died  because  they  would  not  choose 
to  select  editors  who  kept  pace  with  the  times, 
and  knew  that  the  age  required  other  than  mere 
technical  criticism.  It  died,  also,  because  all  the 
young,  fresh,  and  spirited  turned  their  attention 
to  the  new  Leipzig  paper  which  Kobert  Schumann 
originated  under  the  title  of  Neue  Leipziger  Zeit- 
schrift fur  Musik.  This  journal,  the  history  of 
which  is  almost  the  history  of  music  for  the  last 
twenty  years  in  Germany,  was  started  in  1834. 
It  was  principally  directed  against  the  old  Leip- 
zig paper  and  that  criticism  which  maintained 
that  "  sufficient  was  accomplished  if  a  composition 
should,  in  its  construction,  evince  the  hand  of  a 
master  of  technicals;"  which  excelled  in  enumera- 
ting the  keys  and  modulations  of  a  piece  of  music 
without  entering  at  all  into  its  spirit;  which  con- 
sidered any  attempt  to  advance  beyond  the  three 
acknowledged  masters,  as  madness  ;  which  thought 
even  that  Beethoven's  genius  had  deserted  him, 
when  he  produced  his  later  compositions.  Robert 
Schumann  was  the  first  to  proclaim  boldly  that 
"  nothing  was  accomplished  as  long  as  a  composi- 
tion was  only  well  constructed,  and  repeated  but 
the  ideas  and  melodic  phrases  of  by-gone  times." 
"  I  demand,"  wrote  he,  "  new  ideas — such  ideas  as 
are  found  in  the  best  productions  of  our  most  ad- 
vanced masters,  and  which  suit  the  spirit  of  the 
age."  He  developed  the  true  essence  of  the  later 
compositions  of  Beethoven,  and  made  it  under- 
stood ;  with  these  as  his  stand-point,  his  journal 
formed  a  most  interesting  era  in  musical  criticism. 
But,  after  cultivating  the  new  field  for  some  years, 
his  OWE  genius  summoned  him  to  composition, 
and  he  retired  from  the  paper  leaving  it  in  the 
hands  of  a  man  who  had  distinguished  himself  by 
some  lectures  upon  musical  history.  Although 
not  a  musician  himself,  he  was  well  versed  in  mu- 
sical literature,  and  having  around  him  many  col- 
laborateurs,  the  new  editor  entertained  no  fear 
that  his  paper  would  retrograde.  But  alas !  the 
events  of  1848,  and  the  startling  revolutionary 
pamphlets  of  VVagner  effected  a  change  in  this 
journal,  the  most  prominent  indication  of  which 
was  an  excessive  asperity  toward  all  those  who 
would  not  swear  by  the  new  reformation.  The 
editor  himself,  a  very  weak  man,  was  taken  cap- 
live  by  the  new  disciples  of  Wagner,  and  the 
Neue  Zeitschrift  fiir  Musik  became  nothing  more 
than  a  mere  organ  of  the  new  party.  As  such  it 
has  during  the  past  three  years  given  birth  to  a 
few  original  ideas,  mi.xcd  up  with  a  great  deal  of 
nonsense  ;  some  excellent  articles  upon  some  tech- 
nical points  of  musical  science,  and  very  partial 
criticism  against  all  those  who  chose  to  be  inde- 
pendent in  their  views  and  opinions.  It  has  ex- 
hibited great  want  of  tact,  a  self-sufficiency  which 
has  reached  a  fabulous  height,  and  sometimes  lan- 
guage which  certainly  was  not  to  have  been  ex- 
pected from  men  of  musical  knowledge  and  edu- 
cation. Almost  all  its  present  editors  are  very 
young  men,  without  any  actual  experience,  and 
this  may  account  for  their  apparent  belief,  that 
only  since  their  appearance  can  the  world  enter- 
tain some  hope  or  expectation  for  the  future. 

Besides  this  journal,  there  are  two  others  in 
Leipzig,   the    Signale  and  the  Fliegende  Blatter 


fiir  Musik.  The  former  has  the  largest  circula- 
tion of  any  musical  periodical  in  Germany,  and 
claims  no  more  than  to  picture  in  a  concise  and 
sometimes  humorous  manner,  all  that  is  transpi- 
ring in  the  musical  world.  Not  the  least  inter- 
esting of  the  articles  of  this  paper  are  the  occa- 
sional contributions  of  its  correspondent  "  Butter- 
brod,"  [his  real  name  is  Theo.  Hagen,]  which  are 
of  a  humorous  and  entertaining  character,  at  the 
same  time  conveying  manj"  a  wholesome  criticism. 
As  Herr  Batterbrodt  has  lately  taken  up  his  resi- 
dence in  our  own  city,  we  may  soon  expect  de- 
scriptions of  musical  matters  amongst  us  served 
up  in  his  racy  style,  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
Saxonians.  We  shall  look  for  them  with  interest. 
The  Fliegende  Blatter  was  started  in  opposition  to 
the  extravagancies  of  the  Wagner  organ.  It  is 
edited  by  Professor  Lobe,  who  was  the  last  editor 
of  the  Allgemeine  Musikalische  Zeitung,  a  man  of 
great  musical  knowledge,  of  sound  common  sense, 
and  good  appreciation  of  the  musical  spirit  of  the 
age.  His  journal  may  be  considered  as  a  continu- 
tion  of  his  Letters,  which  were  published  a  few 
years  since  in  two  volumes,  and  which  contain 
criticisms  upon  all  sorts  of  music  and  musical 
composers.  Another  paper,  which,  within  the 
past  six  months,  seems  to  have  undertaken  the 
task  of  opposing  the  ridiculous  traiiscendentalisms 
of  the  Neue  Zeitschrift  is  the  Siiddeutsche  Musikzei- 
iung,  published  by  Schott,  in  Mayence,  a  paper 
which  merits  the  attention  of  the  public  and  of 
artists. 

The  Berlin  musical  journals  are  the  Echo, 
edited  by  E.  Kossak,  one  of  the  most  spirituel 
and  witty  critics  of  the  day,  but  who  untbrtun- 
ately  generally  bestows  his  talents  on  other  pa- 
pers than  his  own  ;  and  the  Berliner  Musikalische 
Zeitung,  which  has  an  excellent  corps  of  editors; 
amongst  whom  is  the  author  of  that  lately-pup- 
lished  most  interesting  book.  Die  erste  stehende 
Oper  in  Deutschland.  Besides  the  musical  jour- 
nals named,  there  are  the  Niederrheinische  Musik- 
alische Zeitung,  published  in  Cologne,  and  the 
Neue  Musikalische  Zeitung,  of  Vienna. 


Diary  Abroad.— No.  7. 

Berlin,  Nov.  25. — Mr.  Mason  has  somewhere  put 
upon  record  an  account  of  the  circumstances  attending 
the  compilation  of  the  "  Handel  and  Haydn  Collection  " 
of  church  music,  and  that  for  the  many  of  the  beautiful 
tunes  in  that  work  he  was  indebted  to  Gardiner's  "  Sa- 
cred Melodies.''  Among  the  themes  from  Beethoven, 
Haydn,  Mozart,  and  the  great  men  of  fifty  or  sixty  years 
ago,  I  recall  at  this  moment  tunes  in  that  book  named 
"  Waltham,"  "  Germany,"  "  Weston,"  "  South  Street," 
"  Vienna:" — tunes  which  almost  all,  who  in  our  country 
have  sung  them,  suppose  are  in  the  form  in  which  their 
immortal  authors  gave  them  to  the  world.  As  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  learn,  in  this  way  were  the  names  of 
Beethoven,  Giardini,  Viotti,  and  many  others  first  made 
known  iu  our  country.  If  this  is  not  so,  I  sincerely  wish 
that  the  error  might  be  corrected. 

Mr.  N.  Munroe  of  Cambridge,  years  ago  college  car- 
penter, had  I  suppose  as  exquisite  a  musical  sense,  as 
deep  an  appreciation  of  the  feeling  pervading  a  piece  of 
music,  as  any  man  can  have;  he  told  me  that  when  the 
"  H.  and  H.  Collection  "  appeared,  a  student,  who  had  a 
piano-forte  in  his  room — a  most  rare  thing  in  1822-3 — 
met  him  in  the  College  yard  one  Satnrday  and  invited 
him  after  dinner  to  his  room  to  look  over  the  new  book. 
They  began  at  "  Old  Hundred  "  and  went  through  tune 
after  tune,  until  about  the  twelfth  or  fifteenth  page— I 
have  no  book  to  refer  to — they  came  to  a  tune  called 
"  Waltham,"  new,  and  bearing  overit  the  strange  looking 
name,  Beethoven.  They  went  through  the  tune. 
"  There  is  something  in  that  I  don't  see  through,"  says 
the  student.  Again  it  was  played  and  sung,  and  when 
prayer  time  came  they  were  still  upon  "  Waltham,"  with 
ever  new  delight.  This  is  the  story  as  I  recollect  it. 
What  theme  it  was  that  wrought  so  powerfully  upon 
them  I  never  could  find  out. 

Other  themes  thus  made  familiar  to  us — and  they  are 
among  the  most  delicious  psalm  tunes  we  ever  had — 
come  up  occasionally  and  never  fail  to  give  me  the  deep- 
est pleasure.  Yesterday  at  Liebig's,  he  gave  us  a  sym- 
phony by  Haydn,  which  is  often  played  here — once  I 
heard  it  at  the  Koyal  Orchestra's  concert — and  the  finale 


^- 


'-^. 


yj)) 


/Qi 


116 


DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC, 


always  obtains  an   encore.    It  is  in  G  major,  and  this 
is  one  of  the  themes : 

t    LARGO. 
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Tlie  theme  of  this  Largo  is  that  exquisite  piece  of 
music,  which  we  used  to  have  to  the  hymn,  "  There  is  a 
stream  whose  gentle  flow,"  &c. 

W!iy  is  this  Symphony  never  played  in  America? 
The  Amateur  Club  have  it,  and  there  are  many  in  Bos- 
ton and  that  neighborhood,  w!:o  would  have  that  peculiar 
delight  which  two  or  three  of  us  yesterday  felt  at  hear- 
ing our  old  friend  in  all  its  original  beauty  and  glory. 
Haydn  seems  to  have  exhausted  all  his  resources  to 
make  this  work  perfect  in  its  kind.  All  the  themes  are 
exceedingly  well  chosen,  and  the  contrasts  between 
V  them  are  successful  in  the  highest  degree.  The  finale  is 
the  most  rollicking  piece  of  good  humor  and  jollity  I 
know  in  instrumental  music,  while  the  Largo  is  pre- 
cisely what  it  should  be  for  the  beautiful  hymn  above 
quoted. 

Is  it  not  about  time  that  our  makers  of  music  books — 
I  mean  those  who  can — should  tell  us  in  their  "  arrange- 
ments," from  what  they  arrange?  1  am  well  aware  that 
many  a  book  has  been  published  in  Boston  by  men,  who 
know  no  more  than  the  man  in  the  moon  from  what  the 
themes  they  murdered  were  taken.  It  is  time  this  was 
stopped.  It  is  time  that  instead  of  putting  Beethoven's 
name  over  something  he  never  wrote  or  thought  of.  Col. 
A.  Gump  should  say,  "  From  the  Adagio  in  such  a  Trio 
or  Sonata— arranged  by  A.  Gump."  This  would  be 
honest  and  truthful.  We  have  men  capable  of  arrang- 
ing music,  and  who  are  not  under  the  necessity  of  steal- 
ing other  men's  labors  for  the  sake  of  appearing  learned. 
There  are  one  or  two  men  who  have  musical  libraries  of 
their  own,  or  have  access  to  those  of  others;  is  it  asking 
too  much  of  them,  to  request  them  in  future  to  distin- 
guish themselves  from  Quacks?  Their  honor  and  that 
of  Beethoven,  Haydn,  Mozart,  and  the  like — if  there  are 
any  like — demand  it.  I  wish  Mr.  Mason  would  set  the 
example,  I  know  he  can. 

From  LEIPZIGr. 

Dec.  16,  1854. — I  wrote  you  last  from  Trieste, 
my  old  home  and  birth-place.  Now,  after  wan- 
dering through  the  Swiss  Alps,  I  am  once  more  in 
Leipzig.  You  will  be  most  interested  to  know 
about  the  Gewandhaus  Concerts.  At  the  7th 
concert  (Nov.  16)  they  performed  a  new  Sym- 
phony of  the  Russian  pianist,  Anto.v  KiiBi.\STEiN, 
which  created  a  great  sensation  among  the  real 
lovers  of  music.  Rubinstein  is  a  man  of  twenty- 
five  years  ;  he  excited  much  enthusiasm  in  his 
professional  tour  as  a  pianist,  when  he  was  a  boy. 
Some  ten  years  since  ;  for  the  last  five  or  si.^c  years 
he  has  entirely  given  up  piano  concertizing  and 
devoted  himself  to  composition,  in  which  he  has 
had  remarkable  success.  His  Symphony  called 
"  Ocean  "  is  original  and  great  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  — The  other  pieces  performed  at  that 
concert  were  two  duets  for  two  flutes  by  the 
brothers  Dopplee,  from  Pesth  ;  a  song  by  Miss 
Staebach,  from  London,  who  possesses  an  admi- 
rable voice,  but  almost  nothing  else;  two  songs 
by  M.  EiLEEs,  of  the  Dresden  theatre,  and  Beet- 
hoven's overture  to  Coriolan. 

In  the  eighth  subscription  concert,  which  took 
place  Nov.  30th,  the  orchestral  pieces  were  Schu- 
mann's Symphony  No.  4,  in  D  minor,  received  en- 
thusiastically, and  the  overture  to  the  ZauberflSte. 
Miss  Stabbach  sang  a  Scena  from  Tito  and  the 
air :  "  Jerusalem,"  from  the  Paulus,  with  more 
success  than  usual,  this  being  her  last  appear- 
ance. For  the  other  features,  I  refer  you  to  the 
Neue  Zeitschrift  fiir  Musik,  which  you  can  trans- 
late for  yourself,  and  for  your  readers,  who  may 
possibly  be  interested  in  it  : 

"  The  concert  was  made  particularly  interesting 
.     by   the   appearance   of  Herr  Alfred  Jaell.     It 


was  the  first  time  that  we  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  hearing  this  pianist,  since  until  now  he  has 
never  visited  North  Germany.  Herr  Jaell  justi- 
fied his  American  reputation,  and  proved  himself 
a  master  of  his  instrument,  so  that  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  placing  him  as  a  virtuoso, — using 
the  word  in  the  strict  and  narrower  sense — by  the 
side  of  the  most  important  representatives  of  this 
direction,  of  a  Dreyschock,  a  Willmers,  &c.  He 
possesses  the  most  finished  and  virtuoso-like  tech- 
nique, eminent  certainty,  an  excellent  touch  capa- 
ble of  all  the  shades  of  force,  a  full  and  beautiful 
tone,  such  as  only  the  modern  technique  can  give 
one,  also  taste  and  elegance  in  his  delivery.  Herr 
Jaell  played  Chopin's  C  minor  Concerto  entire 
and  in  the  second  part  some  compositions  of  his 
own,  viz.:  II  Giuramento,  a  caprice;  "Wood- 
whispers,"  an  illustration  ;  and  a  transcription  on 
an  English  song.  He  used,  by  accident,  an  Erard 
piano  which  had  been  played  on  before  and  was  not 
satisfactory  in  the  upper  octaves.  This  prevented 
his  rendering  of  the  Concerto  from  being  as  efTeot- 
ive  as  it  otherwise  would  have  been.  The  per- 
formance in  itself  was  excellent. 

"  This  concert  also  brought  us  another  note- 
worthy guest,  Herr  Guglielmi,  member  of  the 
Royal  Opera  at  Vienna.  He  sang  Steadella's 
church  aria,  and  songs  by  Mendelssohn  and 
ScHOBEET.  His  school  IS  the  new  Italian,  with 
all  its  faults,  without  its  excellencies.  Herr  Gu- 
glielmi uses  the  tremolo  incessantly,  to  a  degree 
that  we  have  scarcely  ever  heard.  Moreover  he 
has  a  way  of  exploding  and  forcing  out  every 
tone,  which  makes  all  binding  of  the  tones  im- 
possible and  becomes  unendurable.  His  delivery 
in  this  way  borders  upon  caricature.  If  the  singer, 
in  spite  of  this,  received  a  good  deal  of  applause,  it 
isexplained  by  the  wonderfully  sympathetic  power 
of  his  really  beautiful  and  rare  voice,  as  well  as 
in  part  also  by  his  very  prepossessing  exterior." 

The  programme  of  the  ninth  concert  contained  : 

1.  Overture  to  Die  XVassertrdger,  by  Cherubini  ; 

2.  Aria  from  Mozart's  Titus,  by  Frau  Spadict- 
Mende  ;  3.  Fantasia  for  the  Harp,  by  Parish 
Alvars,  performed  by  Madame  Parish  Alvaes, 
an  artist  of  truly  splendid  execution,  great  ele- 
gance and  taste ;  4.  Aria  from  Fidelia,  Frau 
AIende  ;  5.  La  Danse  des  Fe'es,  Mme.  Alvars  ;  6. 
Overture,  Im  Hollande,  by  Gade  ;  and  finally 
Beethoven's  Symphony,  No.  7.  And  what  a  per- 
formance !  What  ensemble !  It  is  really  many 
years  since  the  Gewandhaus  orchestra  has  ren- 
dered any  Symphony  with  such  perfection. 

At  the  tenth  Concert  (Dec.  14),  we  heard  :  1.  a 
new  manuscript  Symphony,  by  Dietrich, — very 
well  and  elegantly  worked  through,  but  not  orig- 
inal, and  frequently  reminding  one  of  Gade  ;  2. 
Cavatina  from  Mendelssohn's  Paulus,  by  Fraulein 
KocK,  a  pupil  of  the  Leipzig  Conservatoire;  3. 
Fantasia  in  three  movements,  for  piano  and  or- 
chestra, composed  and  performed  by  Rubinstein, 
— very  original,  like  all  his  compositions.  Part 
II.  1.  Jubel  overture,  by  Weber  ;  2.  Duet  from 
Mozart's  Entfiihrung  aus  dem  Serail,  sung  by 
Herren  Schneider  and  Beer  ;  3.  Notturno,  Pre- 
lude and  Etude,  for  piano  solo,  composed  and 
played  by  Rubinstein, — the  Etude,  especiall)',  was 
immensely  difiicult  and  played  to  perfection  ;  4. 
Mendelssohn's  Chorus  upon  Schiller's  Ode,  An  die 
Kiinstler  (To  the  Artists). 

This  is  about  the  sum  of  all  the  important  musi- 
cal doings  since  I  have  been  in  Leipzig  I  have 
only  to  add  the  debut  in  Leipzig  of  Miss  Ara- 
bella Goddard,  the  young  London  pianist,  at  the 
Quartet  Soiree  of  the  Gewandhaus  Society  ;  she 
pleased  the  audience  by  her  charming  face,  as 
well  as  elegant  classical  performance.  In  January 
I  am  to  concertize  in  Weimar,  Frankfort,  Mann- 
heim, Mayence,  Weisbaden,  Cassel,  and  at  Bre- 
men on  the  30th,  and  thence  I  go  to  Holland. 

A.  Jaell. 


From  -WTASHINGTOlSr.  D.  C,  Jan.  9. 
Opera — Gbisi  and  Maeio  in  Norma. 

Last  night  we  had  Geisi  and  Maeio  in  Norma  ! 
So  for  once  we  are  before  Boston,  and  can  ring  in 
yonr  ear  for  the  millionth  time  what  a  bounty  is  about 
to  enrich  you.  Whilst  we  were  standing  at  the  door 
of  the  National  Theatre,  happening  to  have  the 
Journal,  I  read  to  one  or  two  who  were  near,  yonr 
comment  on  the  two-dollar  price  in  Boston;  and  it 
was  rather  amusing,  for  here  we  were  charged  five 
dollars  for  seats  in  the  parquet  and  first  gallery ! 
But  there  were  two  other  galleries,  one  for  a  dollar, 
the  other  for  fifty  cents.  The  dollar  gallery  was 
crowded;  the  first  tier  pretty  full ;  the  parquet  a 
third  full.  The  aristocracy  of  wealth  went  down 
below ;  the  aristocracy  of  sense  into  the  second  gal- 
lery. 

The  Overture  was  given  finely,  and  the  advent  of 
an  orchestra  here,  which,  though  so  small,  knew 
something  of  music  and  time,  was  no  inconsiderable 
feature  of  the  evening.  The  choruses  were  large 
and  good.  The  most  astonishing  thing  of  the  eve- 
ning to  me  was  the  basso  of  SnsiNi.  In  all  the  roar 
of  voices  of  the  Druid  chorus,  this  hearty  Oroveso's 
voice  was  always  distinct,  and  in  the  final  chorus 
made  somewhat  the  tremendous  effect  of  a  grand 
organ. 

Grisi  was  greeted  here  rather  differently  from 
what  she  has  been  accustomed  to.  I  think  it  was  evi- 
dent something  was  the  matter  to  re,strain  the  knocks, 
cuffs,  screams,  caterwauling  and  boquets  which,  I 
am  informed,  the  patrons  of  the  National  have  never 
failed  to  give  as  the  trophies  of  genius.  It  is  true 
that  genius  lodged  in  the  toes  has  been  generally  felt 
here  to  be  the  culmination  of  art, — as  the  French 
say,  "  What  cannot  be  spoken  may  be  sung,  and  what 
cannot  be  sung  must  be  danced."  And  Mme.  Grisi 
and  Sig.  Mario  must  remember  that  they  came  here 
just  after  the  Rousset  sisters.  But  I  think  the 
"  greens  on  Mrs.  Bagnet's  mind"  this  time  were  the 
five  dollars.  All  the  boquets  were  absorbed  into  the 
seats,  except  three  rather  ugly  ones,  as  that  second 
violin  thought,  no  doubt,  when  one  hit  him  in  the 
face. 

Grisi  sang  with  much  enthusiasm  in  the  first  act. 
And  in  that  famous  ninth  scene,  in  which  she  is  so  cel- 
ebrated, we  had  a  chance  to  see  a  piece  of  the  best 
operatic  action  which  can  be  seen  in  the  world.  All 
the  enthusiasm  she  had  ever  kindled  anywhere  was 
explained  with  the  tone  of  her;  Tremi  tu?  per  chi  ? 
And  her  voice  rings  on  and  qualifies  that  awful  si- 
lence, when  within  the  three,  rage,  grief,  desperation 
are  each  rising  to  blend  in  the  whirlwind  of  passion, 
which  the  scene  is. 

I  found  out  what  the  great  charm  of  Grisi  was  by 
an  instinctive  annoyance  when  she  returned  to  repeat 
anything,  though  I  had  been  as  eager  as  any  one  in 
the  encore.  If  it  had  been  a  real  musical  enjoyment, 
the  repetition  would  have  been  grateful.  The  voice 
would  have  been  the  most  perfect  and  prominent  in- 
strument of  the  orchestra.  But  here  the  huvian  ele- 
ment was  most  attractive,  and  the  effect  was  theatri- 
cal, that  is,  we  were  judging  it  by  the  standard  of 
real  life.  (Item. — I  did  not  hear  much  criticism  of 
bad  scenery  when  Bosio  and  Sontag  were  siuging.) 

If  any  one  wants  to  see  Mario,  let  him  look  at  the 
Christ's-head  on  the  title-page  of  Chapman's  books, 
which  is  the  archetypal  Christ's-head.  The  face  is 
like,  even  to  the  way  of  trimming  the  beard, — which 
must  have  been  suggested  to  Mario  to  complete  the 
resemblance.  An  English  gentleman,  who  sat  by  me, 
said  that  it  had  been  a  subject  of  universal  remark  in 
London,  when  he  came  out  in  the  Prophcle,  with  his 
hair  parted  in  the  middle,  and  a  devout  part  to  per- 
form. Much  of  the  effect  of  his  singing  was  in  the 
voce  di  testa,  where  the  tenderness  and  refinement  of 
his  voice  made  every  lady  a  Miss  Coutts,  and  the 
gentlemen  with  wives  and  ladies  very  nervous.  In 
the  scene  vi.,  when  he  said  to  the  distracted  virgin  : 
"  Adalgisa  I  Adalgisa  !  "  it  revealed  the  secret  of  his 
success.  " 
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From  MIL'WAUKEE,  "Wis. 
Dec.  25,  1854. — The  readers  of  your  Journal 
having  already,  on  previous  occasions,  been  made 
acquainted  with  what  we  are  able  to  produce  in 
Milwaukee  by  the  unusual  conflux  of  musical  tal- 
ent of  a  high  order,  I  take  pleasure  in  transmitting 
to  you  some  notices  of  the  Opera  Der  Freyschiitz, 
which  has  quite  lately  been  brought  out  by  the 
Milwaukee  Mdsicai,  Society  with  great  success. 

The  first  performance  of  Der  Freyschiitz  by  our 
Milwaukee  Musical  Society  on  Tuesday  evening, 
attracted  the  largest  audience  we  have  ever  seen 
in  Young's  Hall.  Every  seat  was  occupied,  many 
persons  had  to  be  satisfied  with  standing  room, 
^nd  one  or  two  hundred  were  turned  away  from 
the  door.  The  opera  was  exceedingly  well  got 
up,  and,  for  a  first  performance,  everything  went 
off  creditably.  The  costumes  were  appropriate 
and  in  good  taste,  the  scenery  very  fair,  and 
the  infernal  paraphernalia  of  the  wolf's  gorge 
cleverly  contrived.  The  orchestra,  admirably  led 
by  Mr.  Balatka,  was  strong,  well  trained  and 
played  to  perfection.  Of  the  leading  parts,  Casper, 
by  Mr.  Geisbeeg,  carried  off  the  palm.  It  was 
not  only  well  acted,  but  the  music  very  well  sung. 
The  character  of  Ma.t  was  cleverly  sustained  by 
Mr.  Jacob,  who  possesses  a  very  sweet  and  well 
cultivated  voice,  which  was  heard  to  much  advan- 
tage in  the  music  of  the  part.  Mrs.  M.ihler  and 
Miss  HiNTZ,  who  filled  the  roles  of  Agatha  and 
Annie,  acquitted  themselves  exceedingly  well. 
The  other  parts  were   also  very  respectably  filled. 

Second  Performance. — The  overture  brought  out 
the  strength  and  harmony  of  the  orchestra,  and 
showed  it  drilled  to  perfect  regularity  in  all  its 
parts.  In  the  first  act  the  scenic  effect  was  good, 
and  the  singing  of  the  chorus,  although  a  little  bois- 
terous, was  much  in  character.  The  acting  of  Mr. 
Jacobs,  in  the  character  of  Max,  was  decidedly 
good,  and  his  singing  drew  many  encomiums.  Mr. 
Geisberg,  in  the  character  of  Caspar,  though  he 
shJEied  some  embarrassment  with  his  hands,  loo'ked 
and  acted  that  malignant  being  to  perfection,  and 
his  bacchanalian  song  was  sung  with  power  and 
spirit.  The  bluff  old  Cuno  was  well  sustained  by 
Mr.  Nei.man,  and  Mr.  Seifekt's  taunting  song,  in 
the  character  of  Kilian,  was  equal  to  his  former 
efl'ort,  of  which  we  spoke,  though  he  might  have 
shown  a  little  more  dignity  of  acting,  even  in  the 
character  of  a  peasant.  There  is  a  "  trick  of  the 
trade,"  among  painters,  that  enables  them  to  dis- 
pense with  wrinkles  in  painting  old  age  ;  and  so  in 
acting,  there  is  a  happy  method  of  taking  the  pro- 
minent points  of  every  character  and  moulding 
them  into  a  graceful  individuality,  without  intro- 
ducing the  rougher  traits.  The  Society,  however, 
is  young  in  opera,  and  every  additional  effort  leads 
them  nearer  to  perfection. 

The  second  act  introduced  Mrs.  Mahler  as 
Agattia,  and  Miss  Hintz  as  Annie.  Mrs.  Mahln'f 
singing  was  excellent  as  usual,  and  her  fine  voice 
added  another  to  her  many  triumphs,  but  her  act- 
ing was  rather  constrained,  the  qualities  of  a  good 
actor  and  a  good  singer  being  rarely  combined, 
even  in  the  great  prima  donnas.  Miss  Hintz  was 
very  pleasing,  both  in  her  acting  and  singing, 
was  evidently  at  home  on  the  stage,  and  her  charac- 
ter and  part  were  rendered  with  a  correct  appre- 
ciation of  its  spirit. 

The  third  act  was  excellent  in  its  scenic  decora- 
tions, and  presented  the  horrors  of  the  "wolf's 
gorge,"  with  an  appreciable  reality.  The  acting 
of  Max  and  Caspar  was  good  in  this  act,  and  the 
music  was  well  performed  by  the  orchestra. 

The  last  act  was  well  sustained  by  all  the  char- 
acters, and  introduced  Mr  Biedeemann  as  the 
Prince.  The  acting  of  Max  and  Cuno  here  were 
spirited  and  proper,  and  the  singing  good,  though 
several  of  the  actors  appeared  somewhat  wearied 
with  their  e.xertions. 

This  Society  is  now  in  a  very  flourishing  con- 
dition, and  it  owes  its  success  mainly  to  the  untir- 
ing energy  of  our  excellent  Musical  Director,  Mr. 
Bai.atka,  whom  to  possess  Milwaukee  may  well 
be  proud.  At  present  the  well  drilled  Orchestra 
numbers  about  .37  members ;  and  the  chorus, 
which  is  an  excellent  one,  from  70  to  SO. 

The  next  opera  (to  be  produced  in  February)  is 
Norma. — I  shall   take  pleasure   to   keep   you    in- 
formed from  time   to   time  of  what   transpires  of 
importance  in  the  musical  line  here,  and  remain, 
A  Westeen  Subscriber. 


M^U   ^hxanls. 


London. — The  Sacred  Harmonic  Society  commenced 
their  concerts  for  the  season  at  Exeter  Hall,  with  Han- 
del's oratorio,  "Deborah,"  Mr.  Costa,  the  conductor, 
supplying  additional  accompaniments.  Clara  Novello, 
Sliss  Dolby,  and  Herr  Formes  were  the  principal  singers. 
The  usual  Christmas  performance  of  the  "  Messiah  "  was 
given. — Miss  Dolby  has  given  a  couple  of  Soirees  before 
fashionable  audiences.  The  last  included  a  clarinet  Trio 
of  Beethoven,  played  by  Sloper,  (piano)  Lazarus  (clari- 
net) and  Piatti,  ('cello);  a  selection  from  Pergolese's 
Stabat  Mater,  sung  by  Miss  D.  and  her  sister;  a  violin 
solo  by  Mr.  Blagrove ;  an  aria  of  Mozart,  and  two  modern 
Italian  songs;  piano  solos,  &c.  Mr.  Benedict  was  con- 
ductor. The  "  Society  of  British  Musicians"  (a  society 
condemned  by  the  Musical  World  for  not  including  the 
principal  British  musicians,)  inaugurated  its  21st  season, 
Dec.  7th,  by  the  first  of  a  series  of  Chamber  Concerts,  in 
Mr.  Erat's  Harp  Saloon.— In  the  last  of  JuUien's  Drury 
Lane  Concerts,  figured  the  overture  to  Tannhduser,  which 
the  Mus.  World  of  course  "  could  not  understand,"  and 
the  Andante  from  Mr.  Bristow's  (of  New  York)  Sym- 
phony in  D  minor,  which  is  praised. 

Oxford  University.  —  On  Saturday,  9th  nit.,  an 
exercise  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Music  by  the  Rev. 
Sir  F.  A.  G.  Ouseley,  Bart.,  M.  A.,  and  Mus.  Bac,  was 
performed  in  the  theatre.  The  composition,  a  short  ora- 
torio, on  the  martyrdom. of  St.  Polycarp,  is  one  of  extra- 
ordinary merit,  evidencing  not  only  the  skill  of  a  master, 
but  the  inspiration  of  a  genius.  While  it  betraj'S  a  schol- 
arly acquaintance  with  standard  works,  it  is  free  from 
the  too  prevalent  mawkish  apings  of  Mendelssohn,  or 
feeble  imitations  of  Handel. 

Parts. — Beyond  the  production  of  M.  Berlioz's  trilogie, 
of  which  we  have  an  account  in  another  column,  we  fhid 
little  that  is  new  in  the  last  month's  musical  reports.  At 
the  Grand  Opera  they  have  had  Masaniello  with  Gardoni, 
Massol,  Mile.  Pouilley,  and  Cerito  for  Fenella;  also  the 
Huguenots  three  times  a  week  "  till  further  notice,"  with 
M.  Gueymard  and  Cruvelli.  Lea  Vepres  Skiliennes  is  in 
rehearsal,  Verdi  presiding.  The  new  manager,  M.  Cros- 
nier,  has  reversed  the  decision  against  masked  balls, 
which  are  to  be  given  at  the  Opera,  with  an  orchestra  of 

200  musicians,  conducted  by  Strauss. Mrae.  Ugalde 

has  engaged  with  the  Opera  Comique  for  four  years,  and 

was  to  dehit  soon  after  the  middle  of  December. At 

the  Italiens  M.  Alary's  Le  Tre  Nozze  was  performed  but 
twice,  and  gave  way  to  Semiramide  and  II  Barbiere, 
which  would  keep  the  stage  during  the  expectation  of 

Verdi's   Trovatore. The   Theatre   Lyrique  closed  its 

doors  three  nights  for  rehearsals  of  Der  Freyschiitz  and 
of  M.  Adam's  new  opera:  Le  Mulelier  de  Toledo. 

Vienna. — The  principal  events  at  the  theatre  have 
been  two  farewell  appeerances:  that  of  Mile.  Grua, 
who  took  leave  of  the  public  here,  with  whom  she  has 
become  a  favorite,  as  'Valentine,  in  Les  Huyuenots,  and 
that  of  Mile.  Marie  Taglioni  (a  time-honored  name  in 
the  history  de  lit  danse),  who  executed  her  last  entrechat 
in  the  ballad  of  Satanella.  The  elite  of  Vienna  assem- 
bled to  bid  the  charming  votary  of  Terpsichore  good- 
bye. The  house  was  absolutely  in  a  blaze  with  the  toi- 
lets of  the  fair  and  noble  daughters  of  Austria. 

The  Gesellschaft  der  Musikfreunde  des  Oesterr: 
Kaiserstaats  gave  their  first  concert  in  the  Grosser  Ee- 
douten-Saal,  on  the  3d  instant.  They  began  their  new 
campaign  well,  inasmuch  as  the  core  of  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  3d  instant  was  composed  of  works  by  three 
great  masters — Mozart,  Weber,  and  Mendelssohn,  but 
they  might  have  cho.';en  something  better  to  end  with 
than  Herr  Richard  Wagner's  overture  to  Bienzi,  With 
all  respect  for  Dr.  Franz  Liszt's  opinion.  I  cannot  help 
exclaiming  with  Desdemona,  "0!  most  lame  and  im- 
potant  conclusion  !"  The  concert  opened  with  a  sym- 
phony in  C  major,  by  Herr  R.  Schumann. 

The  Naviemfest,  or  Saint's  day  of  the  Empress  Eliza- 
beth, was  solemnized  by  the  performance  of  a  grand 
Mass  in  St.  Annakirche,  on  which  occasion  the  so-called 
3f(truize'ler~Messe,  by  Haydn,  a  hymn  to  Saint  Eliza- 
beth (with  full  accompaniment),  by  Herr  Ferdinand 
Schubert,  and  a  S(dve  Hegina  by  Franz  Schubert,  were 
performed,  under  the  direction  of  Herr  Ferdinand  Schu- 
bert. At  the  conclusion  of  the  above  pieces,  Herr  Schu- 
bert performed  an  organ  prelude,  iu  which  he  blended 
the  national  melody  of  Austria.  Mme.  Clara  Schumann- 
Wiek,  and  Herr  Gade,  the  composer,  are  shortly  ex- 
pected. 

Berlin. — The  series  of  Sinfonie-Soireen  has  been 
brought  to  a  close  for  this  year.  The  programme  of  the 
last  w.as  inlei'esting.  It  comprised  Havdn's  symphony 
in  C  major,   Cherubini's  overture  to  Les  Abencerages^ 


and  Beethoven's  overture  to  "  Coriolanus,"  and  Pastoral 
Symphony.  All  the  pieces  were  well  executed,  and  the 
numerous  audience  were  not  chary  of  their  applause. 
At  Zimmermann's  thiixl  Quartet- Versammlung,  I  liad 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  an  admirable  performance  of 
several  woi'ks  by  some  of  the  great  masters;  among 
others,  Mendelssohn's  Quartet  in  E  minor,  and  Haydn's 
in  D  major.  Mme.  Clara  Schumann's  concert  on  Mon- 
day, and  Herr  Liebig's  on  Tuesday,  presented  nothing 
worthy  of  particular  comment.  Among  the  visitors 
here  at  present  is  a  Herr  von  Bijiow,  one  of  Liszt's  best 
pupils.  This  gentleman  pl.ayed  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Neue  Berliner  Liedertafel.  He  intends  giving,  ne.'ct 
week,  a  concert  of  his  own,  at  which  he  will  execute 
several  compositions  by  Liszt.  Meyerbeer  has  left  for 
Vienna,  to  be  present  at  the  first  representation  of  I'E- 
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BOSTON,  JAN.  13,  1855. 

Music  of  the  Week. 

The  past  week  has  not  been  a  very  eventful 
one  in  the  way  of  concerts,  considering  that  Janu- 
ary lies  usually  so  near  the  heart  of  our  great 
musical  season.  Yet  there  were  two  concerts  on 
Saturday  evening,  one  on  Sunday  evening,  and 
one  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  all  of  which  ofl'ered 
points  of  interest. 

On  Saturday  evening  our  engagements  allowed 
us  to  hear  only  the  latter  part  of  one  programme, 
that  namely  of  the  second  Chamber  Concert  of 
Messrs.  Gartner,  Hause  and  Jungnickel,  in 
the  Meionaon.  Too  late  for  the  piano  Trio  of 
PI^TDN,  which,  however  Haydnish  and  graceful, 
can  hardly  rank  with  the  real  piano  Trios,  which 
first  acquired  a  positive  significance  with  Beet- 
hoven and  then  Mendelssohn ;  too  late  also  for 
the  violin  and  the  violoncello  solos,  and  for  Mrs. 
Eckhardt's  songs,  we  arrived  only  in  time  to 
hear  the  close  of  Mr.  Hause's  brilliant  and  al- 
most prodigious  execution  of  the  first  movement 
of  a  Concerto  by  Chopin,  and  the  entire  Quar- 
tet in  C,  of  Beethoven,  the  same  superb  one, 
almost  orchestral  in  some  of  its  suggestions,  which 
we  lately  noticed  apropos  of  one  of  the  Blendels- 
sohn  Quintette  Club  concerts.  This  time  it  was 
rendered  by  Messrs.  Gartner,  Eichler,  Eck- 
HAKDT  and  Jungnickel,  and  generally  with 
great  clearness  and  power.  Yet  Mr.  Gart- 
ner impresses  necessarily  upon  his  coadjutors  his 
own  tendency  to  exagtjerate  points  of  expression ; 
in  now  and  then  a  passage  his  first  violin  seems 
almost  perfection,  but  you  cannot  trust  him  that 
the  next  moment  something  shall  not  be  violently 
rendered ;  the  effects  were  spasmodic,  strong 
passages  too  strong,  pianissimos  too  piano,  shaded 
down  to  inaudibility.  Such  was  the  case  with  the 
soft  passages  near  the  close  of  the  second  move- 
ment (Andante  con  moto  quasi  allegretto,)  al- 
though otherwise  the  beauty  and  wild,  old  ballad- 
like expression  of  that  movement  were  happily 
conveyed.  The  florid  and  impassioned  fugue  of 
the  last  Allegro  was  much  exaggerated. 

The  concert  in  the  larger  Tremont  Temple, 
given  in  aid  of  the  library  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  by  the  Musical  Educa- 
tion Society,  we  were  obliged  to  lose  ;  but  we 
are  told  it  had  a  good  audience  and  yielded  a 
considerable  sum.  The  programme  included 
choruses  from  "The  Messiah,"  "Jephtha"and 
"  St.  Paul,"  and  the  Lohgesang  of  Mendelssohn  ; 
the  Trio :  Lift  thine  eyes,  from  "  Elijah  ;"  with 
songs  and  duets  from  Handel,  Verdi,  Donizetti, 
Schubert,  Meyerbeer  and  Wallace,  (certainly  a 
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wide  variety,)  by  Miss  Doane,  Miss  Burton, 
Miss  Ide,  Mr.  Kreissmann,  and  Mr.  Authur- 
SON.  Mr.  Mueller,  it  is  said,  distinguished 
himself  at  the  organ.  But  why  will  not  the  socie- 
ty give  us  something  whole  : — say  Mendelssohn's 
"  St.  Paul,"  with  most  of  the  music  of  which  they 
are  already  practically  familiar  ? 

The  Handel  and  Haydn  Society  had  a 
good  audience  for  their  miscellaneous  concert  on 
Sunday  evening.  We  listened  with  interest  to 
the  selections  of  the  First  Part,  which  were  all 
from  Handel's  "  Samson"  and  "  Jephtha."  The 
overture  to  the  former  always  wins  us  by  its  very 
quaintness,  though  its  Handelian  mannerisms 
seem  bare  contrasted  with  the  richness  of  modern 
orchestral  coloring,  and  in  its  succession  of  dis- 
tinct movements  it  lacks  the  unity  and  concentra- 
tion of  the  modern  overture.  The  trumpet  cho- 
rus of  the  priests  of  Dagon  rang  out  quite  lustily 
and  cheerily,  and  in  the  chorus :  0,  Jirst  created 
beam  !  we  enjoyed  the  mystical  preparatory  har- 
monies and  the  sublime  blaze  of  light,  with  a  true 
zest.  But  in  the  double,  chorus  of  Israelites  and 
Philistines,  where  Great  Dagon  alternates  with 
Jehovah,  the  sopranos  and  tenors  made  but  a  thin 
and  feeble  figure  after  that  tremendous  mass  of 
basses.  Let  their  Celestial  Concerts  all  unite  : 
closed  the  first  part  inspiringly,  the  more  so  for 
the  effective  trumpet  accompaniment.  Mr.  Mil- 
lard's two  tenor  solos  were  eminently  successful. 
His  voice,  even  in  its  lower  tones,  filled  the  ear 
in  all  parts  of  the  great  hall  satisfactorily,  and 
with  no  loss  of  its  native  sweefness.  The  recita- 
tive and  air :  Total  Eclipse,  from,  "  Samson,"  he 
gave  in  a  chaste  and  well  considered  style,  with 
true  conception,  if  not  with  quite  all  the  warmth 
and  depth  of  feeling  we  could  desire.  His  ren- 
dering of  the  other  very  dramatic  and  difficult 
monologue :  Deeper  and  deeper  still  (from 
"  Jephtha,")  contained  some  fine  points,  espe- 
cially that  strong  out-flash  of  tone,  long  carefully 
reserved,  upon  the  words,  lash  me  into  madness. 
But  we  have  heard  that  recitative  made  more  im- 
posing; it  was  when  he  came  to  the  air;  Waft 
her  angels,  that  the  best  qualities  of  Mr.  Millard's 
voice  and  style  made  themselves  felt  and  won  a 
hearty  encore. 

Netjkomm's  "  Mount  Sinai"  we  remembered 
of  old  with  a  peculiar  feeling  of  monotony  and 
sleepiness.  This  impression  was  hardly  done 
away  by  what  we  heard  of  the  selections  from  it 
this  time.  The  orchestral  introduction  seemed 
a  tedious  and  meaningless  stretch  of  harmony  and 
modulation,  and  hardly  more  interesting,  or  sug- 
gestive to  the  mind's  ear,  than  the  same  length  of 
exercises  in  thorough  bass.  The  first  chorus  too 
was  dull.  The  air :  Holy  and  great,  contains 
pleasing  melody,  which  was  very  well  rendered 
by  Mrs.  Hill,  and  was  introduced  and  accom- 
panied by  some  taking  instrumental  passages, 
flattering  the  musicians  with  pleasant  bits  of  solo. 
Possibly  the  portions  which  we  did  not  hear  were 
the  best. 

Wednesday  afternoon  brought  still  farther  in- 
crease of  audience  to  the  Music  Hall ;  in  spite  of 
the  rival  attraction  of  Mr.  James  Russell  Lowell's 
first  lecture  on  English  Poetry,  which  must  have 
operated  somewhat  upon  the  same  class  of  per- 
sons who  Ijke  the  classical  music  of  the  Orches- 
tral Un-ion.  The  Symphony  this  time  was 
Mozart's  lovely  one  in  G  minor.  It  was  finely 
played,  and  much  of  it  no  doubt  was  quietly  en- 
joyed  by  the  mass  of  the   audience.     Yet  it  is  a 


symphony  that  requires  peculiarly  to  be  heard 
several  times  before  it  can  be  appreciated.  It  is 
so  quiet  in  its  coloring,  steeped  aa  it  is  in  deep 
and  tender  feeling,  and  so  learned,  profound  and 
purely  musical,  almost  Quartet-like,  in  its  style 
and  treatment,  that  it  does  not  offer  sahent  points 
enough  to  catch  the  common  mind  at  once  ;  but 
its  soul-full  beauties  come  out  by  degrees  with 
closer  attention,  and  sink  into  the  heart,  like 
those  of  some  rare  old  painting. 

The  only  additional  feature  of  importance  in 
this  concert  was  another  superb  rendering  of  the 
Freyschiitz  overture.  The  "  Eulogy  of  Tears  " 
arrangement,  the  noisy  march  from  the  Prophete, 
and  other  oft  heard  things  made  out  the  bill  of 
fare.  A  little  more  variety  and  novelty,  gentle- 
men of  the  "  Union,"  if  you  would  exert  your  full 
attraction ! 


War  among  the  Music  Dealers.  —  One 
of  the  large  music-publishing  houses  in  New  York 
have  recently  announced  a  new  tariff  of  retail 
prices  for  sheet  music,  of  which  the  sale  is  so 
enormous  in  this  country.  They  have  marked 
down  their  whole  stock  of  non-copy-righted  music 
to  half  price,  while  the  price  upon  all  '  copy-right ' 
pieces  is  kept  up.  This  has  excited  great  com- 
motion in  the  music-selling,  if  not  in  the  music- 
buying  world ;  and  we  understand  that  a  conven- 
tion has  been  held  this  week  in  New  York  of  dele- 
ga/tes  representing  the  music-trade  in  New  York, 
Boston,  Philadelphia,  &c.,  indignantly  protesting 
against  such  sudden  sacrifice  of  the  tons  upon  tons 
of  sheet  music  that  have  been  accumulating  on 
their  respective  shelves,  and  threatening  in  self- 
defence  to  refuse  all  dealings  or  exchanges  with 
the  obnoxious  innovators.  This  must  greatly 
limit  their  share  of  the  trade,  smce  of  the  pieces 
most  in  demand  the  catalogues  of  Ditson  in  Bos- 
ton, (by  far  the  largest  music-publisher  in  Ame- 
rica,) Reed  &  Co.,  and  many  others,  furnish  much 
the  largest  number. 

The  public,  and  we  of  course,  as  would-be  pro- 
moters of  the  public  musical  taste,  are  chiefly  in- 
terested that  good  music  should  be  made  accessi- 
ble as  cheaply  as  possible  to  the  greatest  number ; 
and  at  first  sight,  the  reduced  tariff,  into  which 
the  New  York  firm  seek  to  compel  their  guild, 
would  seem  to  favor  this  public  end.  For  what 
kind  of  music  is  included  under  the  head  of 
Copy-Bight  ?  As  a  general  rule  the  most  super- 
ficial, trashy  stufi  that  is  in  vogue:  the  negro 
melodies,  the  namby-pamby  sentimental  ballads, 
the  flashy  fantasias,  polkas,  waltzes,  marches,  &e., 
of  native  American,  or  tenth-rate  resident  Ger- 
man manufacture,  "  thick  as  the  leaves  of  Vall- 
ombrosa,"  only  made  to  sell.  Whereas  the  non- 
copy-righted  pieces  are  republications  of  foreign 
works,  and  include  whatever  we  have  here  of  the 
works  of  Beethoven,  Mozart,  Mendelssohn,  Schu- 
bert, Chopin,  Rossini,  &c.  &o.  Measured  by  in- 
trinsic value,  what  absurdity  to  pay_/fye  cents  per 
page  for  Wallace,  Strakosch,  Hutchinson  or 
Woodbury,  and  only  two  cents  and  a  half  for  the 
Sonatas  of  Beethoven !  Yet  practically  what 
true  friend  of  music  would  not  rejoice  to  have 
the  latter  made  indefinitely  cheap,  and  much  of 
the  former  raised  to  prices  which  only  rich  fash- 
ionable fools  could  reach  ? 

In  this  view  of  the  matter,  we  do  not  wonder 
that  the  Ti?nes  and  other  papers  in  New  York 
hail  the  proposed  "  revolution  "  with  great  joy  as 
a  public  benefit.     But  is  it  so  sure  the  thing  will 


work  in  this  way  ?  Is  there  not  another  alterna- 
tive to  be  apprehended  ?  If  our  music-publishers 
and  dealers  find  they  can  only  get  half  price  for 
their  reprints  of  foreign  music,  (which  includes 
about  all  the  really  good  music  that  there  is,  along 
with  much  that  is  bad,)  will  they  not  soon  cease 
reprinting  such,  and  confine  their  operations  to 
the  more  paying  task  of  issuing  only  copy-right 
pieces  ?  Is  not  the  movement,  while  it  seems  on 
first  view  to  be  throwing  the  best  music  into  the 
market  at  half-price,  really  a  sort  of  negative  pro- 
tective tariff  in  favor  of  native  Amedcan  and 
other  quasi  original  compositions,  such  as  they 
are  ?  One  of  our  publishers  not  long  since  told  us 
that  he  had  made  a  clear  profit  of  not  less  than 
two  thousand  dollars  from  the  sale  of  one  of  the 
little  popular  sentimental  songs,  such  as  are  sun<» 
by  "  Families"  and  "  Ethiopian  Minstrels,"  of 
which  he  happens  to  hold  the  copy-right.  With 
such  geese  to  lay  golden  eggs  for  them,  what  in- 
ducement will  these  persons  have  to  reprint  Beet- 
hoven and  Mendelssohn  at  half  price  and  with 
the  certainty  of  a  much  smaller  market  ?  In  this 
point  of  view  our  sympathies  should  be  with  the 
conservative  convention,  and  against  the  under- 
sellers.  But  nous  verrons  ;  we  do  not  pretend  to 
judge  of  these  great  mysteries;  "  the  trade"  will 
settle  it,  subject  to  the  law  of  demand  and  sup- 
ply. 


Musical  Intelligence. 

Local. 

The  third  concert  of  the  Musical  FnxD  So_<Jie- 
TY  is  again  unavoidably  postponed  until  further  no- 
tice. The  pre-occupatlon  of  members  of  the  orches- 
tra by  the  Opera  leaves  them  no  evenings  for  a  suf- 
ficient rehearsal  of  Mr.  Perkins's  Cantata,  which 
certainly  should  not  be  brought  out  hastily.  More- 
over it  may  be  well  to  let  the  opera  excitement  pass 
before  making  another  appeal  to  the  love  of  Sym- 
phony and  Overture. 

The  Handel  and  Hatdn  Society  repeat  their 
miscellaneous  concert  to-morrow  evening,  qnly  with 
a  wise  substitution  of  some  selections  from  "  Elijah" 
for  a  portion  of  those  from  "  Mount  Sinai." 

.  Grisi  and  Maeio. — We  understand  the  sale  of 
tickets  for  all  three  nights  of  the  first  week  has  been 
very  brisk,  and  there  is  a  certainty  of  large  houses 
during  the  whole  engagement.  Mr.  Hackett  pub- 
lishes a  card  in  Philadelphia,  in  which  he  states  that 
the  delicate  condition  of  Sig.  Mario's  health  makes 
it  important  that  his  stay  in  this  country  should  be 
abridged,  and  that  "  an  arrangement  has  just  been 
made  to  shorten  the  term  of  the  original  engagement 
of  Mme.  Gkisi,  so  that  it  will  terminate  with  the  few 
remaining  nights  appropriated  to  Boston."  These 
six  nights  therefore  are  the  last  chanee. 

The  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club  for  their  con- 
cert next  Tuesday  evening  have  secured  the  aid  of  that 
modest  and  admu-able  artist,  Mr.  Thenkle,  who  mil 
play  the  piano  part  in  the  great  B  flat  Trio,  and  one  of 
the  piano  and  'cello  Sonatas  of  Beethoven. 


Mile.  De  Lamotte's  third  concert  is  postponed 
until  the  25th. 

We  have  still  left  other  chances  of  hearing  "  Elijah," 
and  of  hearing  it  entire.  The  Mendelssohn  Choral 
Society  are  rehearsing  it  with  vigor,  and  they  are  apt 
to  do  justice  to  any  music  which  they  undertake.  We 
hope,  and  cannot  doubt,  the  pubhc  will  sustain  them 
in  an  enterprize  so  worthy. 

Music  in  the  Legislature. — Though  the  assem- 
bled wisdom  of  the  Commonwealth  seemed  to  incline  to 
the  opinion  that  musical  and  pictorial  papers  can  be  of 
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no  possible  use  to  legislators,  as  appears  from  the  '  news- 
paper debate,'  (in  which  our  Journal  of  Music  was  classed 
by  an  honorable  member  as  among  those  superfluous  to 
a  legislator.)  it  would  seem  that  the  powers  that  be  are 
not  wholly  insensible  to  the  soothing  influences  of  music. 
Witness  the  following  report  in  the  Herald  of  tin  absurdly 
ridiculous  scene  performed  Thursday  at  the  State  House : 

An  extraordinary  scene  occurred  yesterday,  towards 
the  close  of  the  session.  The  decease  of  Capt.  George 
Cannon,  member  from  Boston,  had  been  announced; 
a' committee  had  reported  a  series  of  appropriate  reso- 
lutions; Rev.  Mr.  Lovell  had  pronounced  a  eulogy,  and 
the  House  was  about  to  adjourn,  when  Mr.  Jenkins,  of 
Andover,  announced  that  the  Hutchinson  Family  were 
present,  and  would  sing  a  piece  appropriate  to  the  occa- 
sion ;  he  therefore  moved  that  tney  be  invited  to  sing. 
The  Speaker,  who  did  not  fail  to  see  the  gross  impro- 
priety of  the  motion,  and  having  a  motion  to  adjourn 
before  him,  paid  no  attention  to  the  Andover  member, 
but  promptly  put  the  motion  to  adjourn,  which  was  car- 
ried. Our  Andover  friend,  however,  was  not  to  be 
bluffed  off"  so — he  therefore  invited  the  members  to  re- 
main, and  the  Family  to  sing.  Both  invitations  were 
accepted.  The  Hutchinsons  sang  sweetly,  as  they  al- 
ways do,  but  we  respectfully  submit,  they  were  as  much 
out  of  place  as  they  would  have  been  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  singing  a  dirge  after  Judge  Shaw  had  pronounced 
sentence  of  death  on  some  wretched  criminal.  If  we 
must  have  singing  in  legislative  halls,  we  shall  prefer 
the  claims  of  Ordway's  JSolians  to  be  employed  as  State 
choristers.  The  music  of  Pell,  Prescott  and  Morris, 
would  tickle  the  ribs  of  members  and  piit  them  in- su- 
preme good  humor. 

NEW  YORK. — The  only  musical  event  here  the  past 
week  has  been  the  Concert  given  by  the  Grisi  and 
Mario  troupe,  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor,  on  Thursday  evening.  All  parties  gave 
their  services  gratuitously,  and  report  says  that  the  sum 
of  about  ^8,000  was  realized.  The  programme  included 
the  overtures  to  Martha  and  Semiramide ;  the  Prayer 
from  Mose  in  Egitto ;  the  Quartet  from  I  Puritani ; 
Grisi  eang  Casta  Diva  and  Qui  la  voce ;  Mario,  Mozart'i 
II  mio  lesoro,  the  Serenade  from  DonPasquale;  and 
the  duet  from  the  same,  with  Grisi ;  Signorina  DoN- 
OVANI  sang  Ernani  involami ;  Susiki,  Infelice ;  and 
Badiali,  Largo  al  Factotum. 

The  English  Opera  troupe  (PruE  and  Harrison) 
are  still  performing  Maritana,  &c.,  at  the  Broadway. 
"  Cinderella  "  is  in  preparation. 

PHILADELPHIA.  —  Gmsi  and  Mario  have  given 
three  nights  of  opera,  following  precisely  the  programme 
announced  for  the  first  week  in  Boston.  Mario  disap- 
pointed the  people  once  or  twice,  by  not  appearing  on  the 
plea  of  illness,  at  which  the  newspapers  were  not  spar- 
ing of  their  expressions  of  indignation ;  witness  among 
others  the  following  sonnet  in  the  Bulletin: 
MARIO  AS  "IL " 

IL  BIGLIETTO  D'AMOK, 

0,  precious  Mario!— You're  like  Paddy's  flea— 

Put  the  hand  on  him,  and — he  is  not" there! 

A  "Jittle  joker" — making  pef)ple  swear 
They'll  see  you, — and  swear  worse  if  they  don't  see! 
We  have  a  proverb  (musty  it  may  he) 

About  a  bird  that  can  sing  and" yet  don't: — 

What  shall  we  say  of  you — save  'tis  your  "  wont" 
To  "  murder  expectation"  hideously? 
Tiiiuk  of  the  hearts  you've  broke— the  tempers  flayed, — 

The  patience  niflled — and  the  ruffles  tumbled! 

The  hack-hire  lost — the  curses  more  than  gi-umbled 
On  your  dear,  curly,  self-willed  little  head  ! 
You've  played  "  11 "  this — "  II  "  (/ia(— 'till  quite  a  martyr: 
But  here,  'tis  clear,  you've  just  played  "  1l  Pirata!  " 

Jan.  6,  1855.  P. 

After  a  brief  excursion  to  Baltimore  and  Washington, 
Grisi  and  Mario  were  to  sing  once  more  in  Philadelphia 
in  a  concert  in  the  Musical  Fund  Hall,  the  programme 
essentially  the  same  with  that  of  their  Charity  concert 
in  New  York. 

A  choice  audience  of  musical  people,  professional  and 
amateur,  ^lled  one  of  the  large  saloons  of  the  Assembly 
Building,  last  evening,  the  occasion  being  the  first  8oir(5e 
of  Ml*.  H.  Thorbecke,  who  has  for  several  winters  pro- 
vided some  of  the  best  musical  entertainments  of  the 
higiier  order  that  have  been  given  in  Philadelphia.  Mr. 
Thorbecke  himself  presided  at  the  piano  forte,  and  was 
assisted  by  an  excellent  though  small  orchestra,  with  the 
proper  proportions  of  stringed,  wood  and  brass  instru- 
ments. The  entertainments  commenced  with  Beetho- 
veji's  beautiful  quartet  in  C  minor,  extremely  well  play- 
ed. Then  followed  a  scherzo  of  Chopin  {opus  31,)  full  of 
difTicnlties  which  were  well  overcome  by  Mr.  Thorbecke. 
After  this,  a  clever  tiio  for  two  horns  and  bassoon,  by 
Carl  liergmann,  was  well  performed,  and  the  first  part  of 
the  programme  concluded  with  Hummel's  charming  con- 


certo in  A  minor,  played  by  the  whole  force  in  admirable 
style.  The  second  part  consisted  only  of  Onslow's  No- 
netto  in  A  minor,  which  had  given  the  utmost  delight  in 
other  seasons,  and  which  was  performed  last  evening  in 
unexceptionable  style.  The  audience  manifested  great 
pleasure  at  the  entire  performance,  and  we  were  pleased 
to  see  indications  of  a  growing  taste  for  the  severer  kind 
of  music. — BitUttin,  Jan,  Qth.' 


^trijcttisetncnts. 

THOMAS    BYAIV, 
TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

RESIDENCE,  19  FRANKLIN  STREET. 

Harvard  Musical  Association. 

The  Annual  MectiuE  of  th,?  HARVARD  MUSICAL  ASSO- 
CIATION will  be  holden  at  the  Revere  House  on  THURS- 
DAY EVENING,  the  18th  inst.  Business  meeting  at  7  o'clock. 
Supper  will  be  served  at  9.  HENRY  WARE,  Sec'y. 

Mr.    J.  Q.    WETHEKBEE, 

(BASSO  OANTANTE,) 
No.  18  TREMONT  TEMPLE,  BOSTOIV. 

Sinti-iHtonHjIj  5List  of  Ndn  JHujrU, 
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OLIVER  DITSON,  U5  Washington  St.Boston, 

VOCAL. 

A  Mother's  Consolation — '  Angel  band  In  Heaven,' 25c. 

Blind  Girl's  Request — '  They  t«ll  me,  mother,' 25 

Bella  figlia  dell'amore  :  Opera  of  Kignletto, 60 

Chilian  War  Song — '  We're  fearless  and  free,' 25 

Harvest  Moon — '  Slowly  where  the  wind  U  swelling,' 25 

Heather  Bell — '  I  love  to  wander  o'er  the  hills,' .  ,26 

'  I  pray  for  the  loved  oues  at  home,'  Steinbrecker, 26 

Little  Gipsey  Jane — '  I'm  a  merry  Gipwy  Maid,' 25 

'  Man  cannot  always  joyful  be,'  from  the  German, 25 

'  Meet  me  in  Heaven,'  the  night  funeral  of  a  slave, 25 

Merry  Heart — '  Away  with  care,' 25 

My  Home  no  more:  A.  W.  Duke, 25 

Nellie  Gray—'  Down  in  a  pleasant  valley,' 25 

'  0  whisper  what  thou  feelest,'  from  Crown  Diamonds,.. .  ,.25 

Old  Mountain  Tree — '  0  the  home  we  loved,'  Quar 25 

'  0  stranger,  lend  thy  gentle  bark,'  Song  and  chorus, 25 

The  Songs  of  Love — '  Alaa,  the  good  old  songs,' 13 

The  Bivouac  ;  or,  '  He  who  wears  a  regimental  suit,' 26 

*  This  is  the  Lord's  own  day,'  from  the  German, 26 

The  Three  Calls  ;  or,  The  Eleventh  Hour, 25 

*  There's  a  path  by  the  river  o'ershadowed  by  trees,' 26 

'  Then  by  the  garden  bower,'  A  Duet  from  Figaro, 38 

'  Wake,  0  wake  thee  from  thy  sleeping,' 25 

Warrior  Page — '  0  leave  me  not,  my  gentle  page.'. 38 

WALTZES,  POLKAS,  &o. 

Charming  Polka,  {of  medium  difficulty),  Gungl, 13 

Camilla  \raltz,  E.G.  Phelps, 13 

Diana  Waltz,  Mlna  Hadden, 13 

Georgette,  Valse,  (ElegJint  colored  lithograph,) 50 

La  Sicilienne,  Daose,  Markowski, 26 

L'Etoile  du  Nord  Polka,  Meyerbeer, 25 

March  from  Concert  Stutik,  by  Weber 6 

Madri  Gras,  Quadrille  Fantastique,  Schubert, 25 

MargarerheD  Polka,  (Sprightly,  fanciful  and  easy,) 13 

Mont  Blanc  Schottisch,  Harris, 25 

Maggaaen  Galop,  H.  C.  Lumbye, 25 

New  Orleans  Polka  Mazourka, 13 

Post  Horn  Galop,  Thomas  Baker, 13 

Russian  Polka, 13 

Second  Greek  Polka,  (Very  easy  and  attractive,) 13 

Wait  for  the  Wagon  Polka,  (Easy  and  pitpular,) 25 

Wagon  irchottisch,  introducing  '  Wait  for  the  Wagon,' 25 

VARIATIONS,  RONDOS,  fcc. 

Andalousie,  Nouvelle  Varsourenne.  Straufis, 25 

Chanson  (La)  des  Laguens,  (Song  of  the  Canals,) 38 

Cloches  (Les)  du  Monastere,  Lefebre  Wely, 38 

Melodious  Exercises  for  Teacher  and  Pupil,  Book  4,.    50 

Perles  Allemandes,  No.  1,  'Adelaide,'  Oesten, 38 

Repetizone,  A  Study  in  the  style  of  Roaellen,  Barrett 25 

Resignation  :  Morceau  de  Salon  pour  le  Piano, 38 

\0^}l  new  Edition  of  MULLEH'S  CELEBRATED  PIANO- 
FORTE METHOD  Revised  by  JULIUS  KNOKR.  "  Unsur- 
passed if  not  unrivalled."     $3. 

SPECIAL  CARD. 
TO  MUSIC  DEALERS  ANI?  TEACHERS. 

The  undersigned  publishes  upwards  of  three  hundred  Musi- 
cal Work",  comprising  Instruction  Books,  Primers,  Catechisms, 
Studies,  Exercises  and  collections  of  Music  for  the  Pianoforte, 
Organ,  Melodeon,  Guitar,  Harp,  Flute,  Violin,  Violoncello,  Ac- 
cordeon,  Fife,  Clarinet,  Flageolet,  and  all  brass  instruments. 
Methods  for  the  voice,  and  the  best  works  on  Harmony  and 
Thorough  Bass. 

Among  these  are  Bertini's  complete  and  abridged  Piano 
Method,  Hunten's  do.  A.E.  MUUer's  do.  revised  by  Julius  Knorr, 
the  very  best  book,  and  admitted  to  be  such  by  all  the  leading 
professors  of  Music.  Schneider's  Organ  School,  Liiblarhe's  Me- 
thodforthe  Voice,  Carulll,Curtis'8aud  Carcassi'w  Guitar,  Rom- 
berg's Violoncello,  Spohr's  Violin,  Wragg  and  Berbiguier's 
Flute,  Weber's  Musical  composition,  popular  Melodies  for 
Bands,  printed  on  cards,  Moore's  Iribh  Melodies.  All  the  popu- 
lar Operas,  Oratorios  and  Masses. 

In  addition  to  these  books,  O.  D  ,  also  publishes  over  twelve 
thou3and  different  pieces  of  Sheet  Music,  embracing  every  pos- 
sible variety,  to  which  new  music  is  being  added  daily. 

Unusually  advantageous  facilities  enable  the  proprietor  to 
furnish  the  workg  of  other  publiehers  at  liberal  prices,  and  the 
attention  of  Music  Dealers  and  Teachers  is  respectfully  solicit- 
ed to  many  advantages  to  be  derived  by  them  in  trade  with  this 
establishment.  Catalogues  and  trade  lists  forwarded  by  mall 
on  lapplieation. 

OLIVER  DITSON,  115  Washington  St.  Boston. 


CONCERTS. 


HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY. 

Sixth  Concert  of  the  Series. 

A  Miscellaneous  Concert  will  be  given  by  the  Society, 

On  Sunday  Evening,  Jan.  14th,  1855, 

AT    THE 

BOSTON    MUSIC    HALL, 

Consisting  of  Selections  from  SAMSON,  JEPHTHA,  MOUNT 

SINAI,  and  ELIJAH, 

Assisted  by  S.  HARRISON  MILLARD, 

And  the  following  members  of  the  Solo  Class : 

Mrs.  HILL,  Mrs.  WOOD,  Miss  IDE, 

Mr.  DRAPER,  Mr.  CONEY,  and  Mr.  GOVE. 

Conductor CARL  ZERRAHN. 

Organist  and  Pianist F.  P.  MULLER. 

Mr.  Millard,  by  request,  will  repeat  the  Song  from  Jephtha, 

'*  Waft  her,  angels." 

Doors  open  at  6 — Performance  to  commence  at  7  o'clock. 

Tickets,  at  50  cents  each  are  for  sale  at  the  principal  Hotels 

and  Music  Stores,  and  at  the  door  on  the  evening  of  the  per- 


formance. 


U.  L.  HAZELTON,  Secretary. 


CHAMBER  CONCERTS. 

€{lB  31Iraiifl3SDliu  (JiluiEttttE  dull, 

Respectfully  announce  to  their  subscribers  and  the  public  of 
Boston  that  their 

FIFTH     CONCERT 

Of  the  Series  will  take  place 

On  Tuesday  Evening,  Jan'y  16th, 

AT    Messrs.   CHICKERIIVG'S    ROOMS, 

Assisted  by 
Mr.    J.    TREWKIiE. 
Beethoven's  Grand  B  flat  Trio, — Sonata  for  Piano  and  'Cello 
in  A,  by  Beethoven, — Mozart's  D  minor  Quartette, — and  two 
movements  from  Spohr's  E  minor  Quintette  will  be  presented. 
I7=-Half  Packages  of  Tickets,  S2.50  :  Single  tickets,  ©1,  can 
be  obtained  at  the  usual  places. 
[C^The  Concert  will  commence  at  73^  o'clock  precisely. 

AFTERNOON  CONCERTS. 
THE    ORCHESTRAL    UNION, 

AT  THE 

BOSTON  MUSIC  HALL. 
Every  Wednesday,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

And  continue  through  the  season. 
CARL  ZERRAHN Conductor. 

Single  tickets,  25  cts  ;  Packages  of  6  tickets,  SI :  for  sale  at 
the  music  stores  and  at  the  door  Nov  23 

PKENCH  LANGUAGE. 

Mr.  DE  LAMOTTE,  from  Pari?,  be^s  leave  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion to  pupils  in  clashes,  or  prirate  lessons,  during  the  ensuing 
winter,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applieationa  at  55  Hancock 
street,  0  21    3m 


F.    F.    MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OP  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Uandel  &  Haydn. 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  No.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 

OTTO    DBESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
WiNTHROP  House.  Terms  : — ®50  per  quarter  of  24  iMsons, 
two  a  week  ;  iffSO  per  quarter  of  12  leasona,  one  a  week, 

NO.  3  LA  GRANGE  PLACE,  BOSTON. 

Having  resided  thirteen  years  in  Europe  with  a  view  of  adap- 
ting the  Italian  style  of  Singing  to  the  English  voice,  and  of 
remed>'ing  iceakness  of  th^  voice,  and  thoro\ighly  correcting 
harsh,  guttural,  nasal,  or  other  unpleasant  peculiarities,  pro- 
poses to  give  lessons  on  the  Voice,  and  in  Singing,  in  the  It-alian 
French,  and  English  Languages. 

Many  who  have  spent  years  of  severe  study  to  attain  musical 
excellence,  after  struggling  to  conquer  some  guttural,  nasal,  or 
other  unplea£ant  mannerism,  abandon  the  pursuit  from  the  be- 
lief that  they  are  afflicted  with  a  natural  defectiveness:  when, 
with  a  fractional  part  of  the  application  which  they  bestow  on 
the  other  branches  of  their  musical  education,  and  with  much 
less  physical  effort  (if  properly  directed)  than  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  use,  their  voices  might  be  rendered  comparative- 
ly beautiful. 

To  singers  of  eminence  he  would  say,  with  a  just  appreciation 
of  their  high  attainments,  that  a  hnef practical  examination  of 
his  system  will  (;onvince  the  most  sceptical,  that  he  can  afford 
them  such  assistance  in  beautifying  the  voice,  as  might  delight 
the  most  fastidious. 

"  Being  acquainted  with  the  course  of  vocal  discipline  pursued 
by  Mr.  W.  J.  Paekebson  in  forming  and  developing  the  voice, 
I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  my  testimony  to  its  excellence  ;  be- 
lieving it  to  be  far  preferable  to  any  other  method  known  to  me. 

GEO.  J.  WEBB. 

Boston,  Oct.  7, 1854.'* 

[C?*  Teims,  $50  per  quarter. 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF   MUSIC. 


YOUIG  UBES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Rooms  In  connection  ivith  Mr.  E.  A.  Beaman's  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No.  23  Temple  Place. 

E.  R.  BliANCHARD,  Teaclier. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Pla.ce. 

RESIDENCE,  24  WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  ri-afi  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  the  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  with  first  principles  and  pro- 
ceeding upwards,  by  regular  and  successive  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practiciil  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  diffitmlt  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  which  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Webb  &  Co,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  Blanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instraction  in 
Bciiools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  in.struction  adopted  in  the 
Young  Ladies'  Vocal  Mu:sic  School, we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,        Geo.  J.  Webb,  F.  F,  Moller, 

Geo.  F.  Root,  B.  F.  Bakee. 

Sept  30  tf 

ADOIiPH    KIELBIiOCK, 

Vnited  States  Hotel.  Dec  30 


CONCERT    HALL, 

CORNER  OF  EUCLID  STREET  AND  PUBLIC  SQUARE, 
CleT'eland,  Oliio. 

This  new  and  elegant  hall,  designed  expressly  for  concerts 
and  lectures,  is  wnv  open  for  artists  and  others  intending  to 
give  entert.ainments  in  Cleveland. 

The  hall  is  well  lighted,  handsomely  frescoed  and  decorated, 
and  will  seat  comfortably  1200  persons.  Its  central  location 
renders  it  the  most  desirable  of  any  in  the  city. 

For  terms,  etc.,  apply  to  HOLBROOK  &  LONG, 

Piano-Forte  Dealers,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

A  CARD. Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  (duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 


SIGIVOR  AtTGUSTO  BENDEIjART,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons .  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  ^reat 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Aogusto  Bendelari,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

KEFEREKCES. 


Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop, 
Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq. 
Sept  9 


Samuel  G.  Ward.  Esq. 
John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 


MK.  J.  C.  D.  PAEKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hay  ward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct-  1st. 

References — R.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C.Perkins,  J.  S.  DwigL,t,Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 


E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

Kesidence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference,  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHEB     ®F     MUSIC, 

365  'W^aslliiiigtoa  Street,  Boston. 

CHICKERINGl    &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  Of 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


W  A  E  E  K  O  ©  M  IS  , 

avEuA.sso3xrxc    1':e3!ws:e^xji:e3, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


NOW    REABY: 

Third  and  Cheap  Edition  of  the 

MOBEM  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PMO-FORTE, 

BY  NATHA.N   RICHARDSON. 

Inasmuch  as  the  demand  for  a  cheaper  edition  of  this  In- 
struction Book  has  been  so  great,  particularly  among  Teachers, 
heads  of  Seminaries,  &c,,  the  publisher  has  been  induced  to 
ispue  an  edition  containing  precisely  the  same  matter,  but 
bound  in  a  plainer  style.  This  Method  is  more  complete  and 
sj  steiiiatic  tliau  any  other  published  in  this  country  or  Europe, 
and  is  now  the  cheapest.  It  is  recommended  by  all  the  first 
Teachers,  as  being  the  very  best. 

Price,  in  plain  binding $3,00 

In  the  original  style,  full  gilt S4.00 

Copies  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  on  the 
receipt  of  the  above  prices. 

PUBLISHED   AT   THE 

MUSICAL   EXCHANGE, 

282  WasMngton  Street,  Boston,  by 
ITATHAN  BICHARDSOM". 


GEOEGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 
AND     MEUODEONS. 

No.  3   ■WIWTEK    STREET, 
BOSTON. 

ALU     INSTRUMENTS 

WARRANTED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Deo  9  3m 

D.   B.   NEWHALL. 

MANUFACTURER   AND   DEALER   IN 
PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  344^  "Wasliiugtoii  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  4  TO  LET. 

G.   ANDRE    &    CO/S 

19   3.  NINTH   STREET,   ABOVE  CHESTNUT, 

(East  side,)  PHILADELPHIA. 

[O^A  catalogue  of  our  stock  of  Foreign  Music,  and  of  our 
own  Publications,  has  just  been  published.  Music  and  Music 
Books  imported  to  order,  as  heretofore,  froji  Germany,  Italy, 
France  and  England. 

MR.  AUGUST  PRIES, 

Respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  former  pupfls,  that  he 
again  is  prepared  to  receive 
ADVANCED  PIANISTS  AS  PUPILS, 
to  accompany  them  with  the  Tiolin  in  Sonatas,  Ddo  concee- 
TANTE,  Solos,  &c.      Applications  sent  to  7  Winthrop  Place, 
■ffill  be  promptly  attended  to.  oct  14    3m 

WILLIAM   BERGER, 
PaafelisBier  and  lanporter  of  Music, 

No.  82  West  4tli  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED  MUSIC,  for  sale  at  Eastern  prices.  New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published,  A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.  All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 

[Cr'  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aug26 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr   0.  DITSON'8,  115  Washinffton  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

MR.  S.  HARRISON  MILLARD, 

Begs  to  inform  the  musical  public  of  Boston  that  he  is  now 

prepared  to  receive  pupils  in 

Italiau  and  ]i]uglisli  Vocalization. 

Classes  will  be  formed  on  the  principle  of  the  Conservatoire 
k  Paris. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  English  Oratorio  singing. 

Classes  for  the  study  of  the  Italian  language  will  also  be 
formed. 

Residence,  6  Tyler  Street. 

WILLIAM   SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remiiin  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-l'OKTE,  and  in  the  Theory  of  Mosio. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


3VCOX33BXJ  I^X:XjiOX3£:03Nr!5 

MAKUFACTURED  BT 

MASON     &.     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  ncTTly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  ns.  We  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Pinishi. 
Our  prices  vary  from  5^G0  to  8175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Cradbury,  George  F.  Root,  L.  H  Southard, 
Edwin  Bruce,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

inP*The  opinions  of  the  ab<»ve  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

HENKT  MASON.      )  MASON  <fc  HADlIiOT, 

EMM0N8  HAMLIN.  )  Cambridge  St.  iccr.  of  Charles,)  Boston,  Mj. 

Oct28    6m  (Directiyinftontof  the  JaiLj 

CARL    GARTNER, 
TEACHER    or    MUSIC, 

May  be  found  at  No  20  Dover  Street,  every  forenoon  between 
9  and  10.  Oc  14 

LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELLO. 
HENEI  JUNGNICKEL 

Will  receive  pupils  on  the  Yioloncello.    Address  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  67  Warren  Street.  Qc  14 

HE\*^S'    PATENT 

AMERICANACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTDRER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Mu-sical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  terms.  The  attention  of  purchasers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  soliciteti. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  Washington  St.,  Boslox. 

MANUEL  PENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MTJSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gray's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

Ke/ere7ices. 

Messrs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Punohaed,  Boston. 

Messrs.  Georqe  Peabody,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHER  OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Rioharbson,  282  Waihington  St.  ox  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

Befzeences:— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  IS. 

CARL    ZERRAHN. 
Conductor  of  tbe   Handel  &,  Haydn   Society, 

Conductor  of  the  Orchestral  Union,  and 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  his  OFFICE  in  E.  H.  Wade's  music  store, 
or  at  his  residence,  V.  S.  Hotel.  Deo  23    6t 
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The  Violin  Quartet. 

BY   A.  OULIBlCnEFP. 

(Continued  from  last  week.) 

IV.  Mozart  compared  with  Beethoven. 
Precisely  as  Haydn  corresponded  to  the  best 
and  most  enlightened  taste  of  his  time,  Beet- 
hoven is,  in  the  highest  sense  of  the  word,  the 
musician  of  the  present  day.  But  we  have  not 
here  to  judge  him  from  the  stand-point  of  the 
tendencies  and  sympathies  of  his  age,  but  to  com- 
pare his  violin  Quartets  with  those  of  Mozart, 
and  that  simply  and  solely  in  reference  to  the 
application  of  the  theoretic  principles  we  have 
been  laying  down. 

It  is  a  truth,  in  which  all  agree,  that  Beethoven 


in  instrumental  music  is  the  only  man,  that  can 
be  placed  by  the  side  of  Mozart  in  respect  to 
loftiness  of  thoughts  or  melodic  invention.  A 
further  truth,  which  needs  no  demonstration, 
since  it  is  a  fact  and  does  not  depend  on  views  or 
tastes,  is  this :  that  Beethoven  as  a  contrapuntist 
falls  short  of  both  his  grea''  predecessors.  The 
fugued  passages  in  his  works  are  commonly  the 
weak  parts  of  the  same ;  they  frequently  want 
euphony  and  clearness.  Many  persons  even  now 
confound  Harmony  with  Counterpoint.  This 
error  is  the  root  of  a  whole  crowd  of  misunder- 
standings. As  early  as  the  fifteenth  century,  be- 
fore Harmony  in  the  peculiar  sense  of  the  word 
e.xisted,  and  before  men  had  any  accurate  idea  of 
Chords,  there  were  skilful  contrapuntists.  Beet- 
hoven, sublime  harmonist  and  melodist  as  he  was, 
has  not,  by  general  consent,  particularly  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  science  of  Josquin,  Bach 
and  Handel,  all  three  of  whom  have  been  sur- 
passed by  Blozart,  who  was  in  my  eyes  the  great- 
est contrapuntist  of  all  ages.  But  Counterpoint, 
the  strong  and  lasting  element,  is,  as  we  have 
repeatedly  said,  the  representative  of  the  intel- 
lect in  the  creations  of  our  art;  it  is  musical  logic. 
We  see  therefore  in  the  first  place,  that  the  works 
of  Beethoven  bear  not  in  them  in  the  same  de- 
gree as  Mozart's  that  character  of  ajsthetic  neces- 
sity, whereby  the  work  of  the  contrapuntist  de- 
velops out  of  itself,  and  could  not  take  other  order 
than  it  has  done. 

The  most  exclusive  worshippers  of  Beethoven 
grant  our  hero  this  kind  of  superiority,  since  it 
would  be  difficult  indeed  to  dispute  his  claim  to  it 
among  musicians ;  but  they  will  add,  no  doubt, 
that  this  merit,  the  first  of  all  in  the  scholastic 
days  of  the  art,  now  stands  only  in  the  second 
line;  that  genius  takes  precedence  of  science ; 
that  only  a  very  few  listeners  trouble  themselves 
about  the  logic  of  music,  the  most  of  them  indeed 
scarce  knowing  what  it  means,  while  every  body 
wishes  to  be  moved.  Moreover  the  Quartets  of 
Beethoven  have  something  more  exciting  in  them 
than  Mozart's ;  if  they  prove  less,  they  }nove 
more,  and  it  will  be  admitted  that  in  music  at 
least  this  compensation  is  satisfactory. 

I  admit  the  premises,  but  question  the  conclu- 
sions. Certainly  several  of  Beethoven's  Quartets, 
among  others  those  in  C  minor  and  in  F  minor, 
bear  the  stamp  of  a  more  passionate  character 
than  any  one  of  the  Quartets  of  Mozart ;  but 
from  that  springs,  according  to  our  fundamental 
rules,  only  a  secondary  kind,  of  relatively  smaller 


worth.  The  composer  of  Don  Giovanni  surely 
possessed  quite  as  much  passion  as  the  creator  of 
Fidelia  ;  but  since  the  question  here  is  of  instru- 
mental music  solely,  let  us  take  the  Allegro,  the 
Minuet  and  the  Finale  of  Mozart's  Symphony  in 
G  minor.  I  ask  if  any  one  has  ever  heard  a 
more  pathetic,  a  more  energetic,  a  more  deeply 
penetrating  composition  than  this  is,  especially  in 
the  Finale.  This  shows  that  Mozart,  as  well  as 
any  man,  could  soften  and  grow  warm,  when  he 
inclined.  If  he  was  not  so  fiery  in  his  Quartets,  it 
was  for  the  very  reason  that  liere  was  not  the  place 
for  it.  He  did  not  wish  to  have  his  Quartets, 
which  were  of  like  high  birth  with  all  his  other 
master-pieces,  degenerate  into  symphonies  for 
two  violins,  viola  and  bass,  since  such  an  in- 
strumentation for  a  work  of  this  kind  is  extreme- 
ly unsatisfactory,  as  every  one  will  admit.  Beet- 
hoven is  far  from  having  made  this  principle  so 
distinct  and  clear  to  himself.  As  the  great  sym- 
phonist  before  all  others,  it  is  sometimes  the  case 
with  him  that  he  introduces  into  his  chamber 
music  the  passages  of  orchestra  music,  for  which 
he  had  the  highest  and  most  decided  calling. 
You  hear  in  them  a  well-developed,  fully  charac- 
teristic song,  soft  and  lovely  periods,  whose  natural 
interpreter  would  be  the  flute,  the  bassoon  or  the 
clarinet,  if  these  instruments  took  part.  In  other 
passages  an  imposing  theme  seems  to  demand  all 
the  forces  of  string  and  wind  instruments,  which, 
as  brave  and  faithful  troops  of  auxiliaries,  no  one 
commanded  better  than  the  "generalissimo,"  Beet- 
hoven, and  with  whom  one  is  ever  sure  to  con- 
quer and  not  have  to  yield.  •  But  here  the  mass 
of  the  army,  the  rank  and  file,  are  wanting,  and 
for  the  fulfilment  of  the  maestro's  orders,  for  the 
execution  of  the  immense  conceptions  of  his  genius, 
there  stand  at  his  command  but  four  poor  instru- 
ments, ashamed  of  their  weakness.  A  certain 
something  tells  one  that  these  are  not  the  ideas  of 
a  Quartet ;  that  there  is  a  disproportion  between 
end  and  means.  Look  for  example  at  the  last 
Allegro  of  the  Quartet  in  C  major  (No.  3  of 
the  set-  dedicated  to  Count  Razoumowsky,)  a 
piece  in  which  you  recognize  at  once  a  composi- 
tion for  a  grand  orchestra,  but  to  which  nothing 
but  the  orchestra  is  wanting.  It  makes  a  noise  as 
of,  I  will  not  not  say  four,  but  of  eight  instru- 
ments at  least.  But  you  want  to  hear  fifty.  It  is 
a  pure  Symphony  from  beginning  to  end. 

The  productive  gift,  or  genius,  in  the  two  mas- 
ters whom  we  are  comparing,  may  be  about 
equally  great ;  but  not  so  the  critical  faculty  or 
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taste,  both  of  which  are  absolutely  necessary  to 
the  creation  of  masterpieces,  and  can  as  little  be 
dispensed  with  as  genius  itself.  An  old  principle, 
which  has  withstood  the  shock  of  many  attacks. 
Genius  finds  ideas.  Taste  arranges  them.  All 
the  ideas  which  Mozart  has  put  together,  seem  to 
have  been  made  for  one  another  ;  their  connection 
and  their  development  form  something  organic ; 
they  resemble  one  another  as  the  leaves  upon  the 
boughs  of  a  tree  do  those  upon  the  stem  from 
which  they  sprang.  This  is  that  aesthetic  neces- 
sity of  which  we  just  now  spoke,  and  which,  as 
we  have  said,  is  not  so  obvious  with  Beethoven, 
even  in  his  purest  masterpieces,  before  yet  a  dou- 
ble infirmity,  both  physical  and  moral,  had  led 
him  astray  from  the  path  of  the  Beautiful,  which 
he  had  striven  to  reach  in  Mozart's  footsteps. 

Perhaps  there  is  nothing  grander  in  his  cham- 
ber music  for  violins,  than  his  Quintet  in  C  major, 
op.  29.  What  music-lover,  who  has  ever  heard  it, 
could  forget  the  mysterious  beginning  of  the  first 
Allegro,  that  theme  which  inspires  one  with  a 
holy  awe,  hke  the  thought  of  a  prophet,  fraught 
with  a  weighty  revelation  ?  It  is  sublime  !  But 
what  shall  we  say  to  the  figure  in  triplets,  which 
immediately  follows  and  forms  a  leading  theme  ? 
One  only  needs  to  hear  these  two  themes,  one 
after  another,  to  recognize  that  they  are  unsuited 
to  each  other.  Their  incompatibility  becomes 
still  clearer  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  part, 
where  the  composer  has  brought  them  together  in 
the  forms  of  the  contrapuntal  style,  a  combina- 
tion which,  frankly  speaking,  never  pleased  me, 
either  in  the  hearing  or  the  reading. 

According  to  our  principles,  the  customary  di- 
visions of  a  Quartet  or  a  Quintet,  the  first  Alle- 
gro, the  Andante  or  Adagio,  the  Minuet  or  Scher- 
zo, and  the  Finale,  even  if  they  do  not  bear  the 
alternating  stamp  of  one  and  the  same  character, 
show  at  least  a  series  of  situations  each  springing 
from  the  other,  so  that  it  is  possible  to  perceive  a 
totality  in  these  fragments,  an  intellectual  bond  of 
unity  between  these  various  psychological  pictures. 
Otherwise  each  piece  or  movement  would  form  a 
work  by  itself.  However  diiferently  constituted 
these  main  divisions  of  the  work  may  be,  each  of 
them  must  at  least  remain  true  to  itself;  that  is, 
it  must  explain  itself  from  beginning  to  end 
through  the  development  and  combination  of  its 
motives,  and  reject  everything  which  could  make 
another  sort  of  explanation  necessary.  Accord- 
ingly every  unprepared  change  of  tempo,  of 
rhythm,  of  key  and  character  in  the  course  of 
one  and  the  same  piece  is,  by  our  theory,  inadmis- 
sible, because  such  a  change  leads  to  a  programme, 
and  because  pure  music  excludes  a  programme, 
direct  or  indirect.  This  proceeding  belongs  only 
to  dramatic  music.  Beethoven  has  applied  it 
sometimes  in  his  instrumental  music ;  Mozart 
never.  The  Quintet  in  question  otFers  us  an 
instance  of  such  a  sudden,  unexpected  change, 
not  motived,  and  not  founded  on  the  theme,  but 
on  a  retrospective  thought  of  the  composer.  In 
the  midst  of  the  wonderful  finale,  Presto,  6-8, 
in  C  major,  suddenly  you  hear  an  Andante  in 
A  major,  3-4.  This  Andante  is  original  and 
graceful ;  it  is  most  lovely,  but  what  can  it  mean  ? 
Since  it  is  impossible  for  the  hearer  to  discover 
the  slightest  logical  relation  between  this  aria 
without  text  ami  the  electro-magnetic  effects  of 
the  Presto,  he  is  compelled  to  seek  in  his  own 
fancy  for  some  common  ground  on  whicji  to  re- 
concile these  incongruous  thoughts :    and  that  is 


what  I  mean  by  an  indirect  or  imaginary  pro- 
gramme. When  the  composer  tries  to  pave  us 
this  trouble,  and  himself  announces  the  intention 
of  his  music  in  great  letters,  then  we  have  the 
direct  programme.  Thus  we  find  among  Beet- 
hoven's Quartets  a  piece,  which  he  has  entitled 
La  Malinconia  (Melancholy.)  A  very  chromatic 
Andante,  in  2-4,  alternates  with  an  Allegretto 
quasi  Allegro,  in  3-8,  of  an  almost  shuffling  mea- 
sure, which  towards  the  end  is  changed  almost 
into  a  Prestissimo.  The  melancholy  goes  through 
with  loose  reins ;  stop  it  who  can. 

In  pointing  out  those  respects  in  which  Beet- 
hoven seems  to  us  to  stand  below  Mozart,  we  have 
at  the  same  time  enumerated  the  reasons  which 
have  secured  to  the  composer  of  the  '  Pastoral,' 
the  'Heroic'  and  the  '  Choral'  Symphonies  the  ver- 
dict of  the  great  majority  of  his  contemporaries. 
By  the  very  direction  of  his  genius  and  even  in 
consequence  of  his  faults,  Beethoven  has  a  greater 
public  than  Mozart,  as  Haydn  had  a  greater  pub- 
lic at  the  end  of  the  last  and  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century.  The  man  of  all  epochs  could 
not  also  be  the  man  of  a  particular  epoch. 

But  we  would  not  have  the  reader  misunder- 
stand our  remarks.  Because  we  have  sought  out 
with  the  microscope,  as  it  were,  the  rare  and  little 
faults,  which  one  finds  in  the  best  Quartets  of 
Haydn,  and  in  those  which  Beethoven  composed 
before  his  intellectual  decline,  we  have  by  no 
means  meant  to  exalt  Mozart  at  the  expense  of 
his  rivals.  The  genius,  the  characteristic  beau- 
ties of  each,  have  been  left  out  of  the  question 
in  our  parallel.  We  have  proposed  nothing  but 
to  confirm  and  illustrate  the  theory  by  examples, 
to  indicate-the  immense  dithcultles  of  this  kind  of 
composition,  to  point  out  the  almost  unavoidable 
rocks  surrounding  it  on  all  sides,  and  consequently 
to  show  that  among  the  three  masters  of  the 
Quartet  Mozart  is  to  be  recognized  as  the  first, 
because  he  has  better  comprehended  and  con- 
quered those  difficulties,  and  consequently  has 
more  happily  and  constantly  avoided  those  rocks, 
than  any  other  man,  before  or  after  him. 
{Conclusion  next  week.) 


Mendelssohn's  Lieder  ohne  Worte. 

BY    G.    A.    MACFAREEN. 

Book  I.  Op.  19. 

The  "  Songs  without  Words  "  form  a  distinct 
class  of  piano-forte  music,  which  was  originated 
and  perfected  by  Mendelssohn.  Musicians  never 
essayed  to  construct  an  entire  instrumental  com- 
position within  the  limits  of  a  vocal  canzonet, 
until,  in  the  present  productions  of  his  boyhood, 
this  great  master  first  showed  the  world  the  now 
obvious  truth,  that  the  essentials  of  beauty  exact 
not,  of  necessity,  in  instrumental  more  than  in 
vocal  music,  lengthened  or  elaborate  develop- 
ment for  their  manifestation.  The  experiment 
was  not  less  comoletely  successful  as  an  appeal 
to  general  taste  than  as  an  application  of  the  |)rin- 
ciples  of  Art ;  and,  besides  the  many  additions  to 
this  beautiful  collection  which  our  composer  made 
in  the  course  of  his  career,  the  form  has  been 
very  frequently  adopted  by  other  writers,  with 
more  or  less  ability  to  take  advantage  of  what 
opportunity  it  affords. 

Each  of  these  exquisite  little  pieces  is  complete 
in  itself,  it  liaving  been  the  composer's  custom  to 
write  them  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  prompt- 
ed, and  to  select,  from  amongst  many,  such  as 
would  best  contrast  and  companion  each  other, 
when  opportunity  occurred  for  the  publication  of 
a  number. 

We  may  suppose  that  each  one  embodies  some 
sentiment,  and,  remembering  the  maxim  attribu- 
ted to  Mozart,  that  he  composed  his  melodies  to 


an  idea,  not  to  a  poem,  that  the  text  was  only  a 
vehicle  for  vocalization,  and  that  the  expression 
of  the  feeling  was  for  him  and  not  for  the  author 
of  the  words  to  render,  in  this  supposition  we  in- 
clude the  belief  that  the  composer  has  had  all  the 
scope  without  the  restraint  of  vocal  music,  since 
in  embodying  a  sentiment  his  imagination  has 
fulfilled  all  that  words  could  suggest  to  it,  without 
being  shackled  by  their  fetters.  The  interpreta- 
tion of  this  sentiment  is,  mostly,  left  to  our  con- 
jecture, and  we  shall,  I  think,  only  do  justice  to 
ourselves  and  the  composer,  if  we  give  liberty  to 
our  conjecture  to  interpret  a  meaning  from  his 
expression. 

Let  us  suppose,  for  instance,  that  the  first  piece 
in  this  series  presents  the  meditation  of  one  who 
flies  from  the  passionate  excitement  of  the  world, 
into  the  solitude  of  a  summer  moonlight,  with  a 
glowing  heart  open  to  the  influences  of  nature, 
which  still  are  insufBcient.to  annul  a  sense  of  dis- 
appointment that  is  a  single  exception  to  the  per- 
fect harmony  of  all  things, — still  are  insufficient 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  thought  to  one  trea- 
sured regret,  the  ofi'spring  of  a  joy  that  is  no 
more. 

We  may  imagine  that,  in  the  second  song,  we 
hear  the  lament  of  a  bird  that  has  lost  her  mate, 
sad,  but  full  of  prettiness,  the  presentation  of  a 
most  refined  and  delicate  idea  of  sorrow ;  save 
this  one  stilly  sound,  all  is  silence,  and  the  beat- 
ing of  our  own  heart  marks  the  rhythm  in  the 
plaintive  melody  ;  in  two  places  (the  momentary 
transition  into  the  key  of  C, 


and  the  recurrence  of  the  same  progression  in  an- 
other key,)  the  nightingale's  complaint  touches  a 
particular  spring  in  our  sympathies,  and  licenses 
our  indulgence  in  the  never  dormant  thought  that 
we  too  have  loved  and  lost. 

The  third  number  may  suggest  the  feelings  of 
freshness  and  healthful  vigor  that  are  excited  by 
the  open  air  in. the  early  morning,  when  the  world 
is  spread  before  us,  and  our  hearts  are  unbounded 
as  the  prospect ;  we  taay  think  of  the  chase,  or  of 
any  other  active  exercise  that  animates  our  spirits, 
and  quickens  the  very  life-springs  within  us. 

The  next  piece  may  be  described  as  a  ballad 
with  an  opening  and  closing  symphony,  of  which 
to  hear  but  a  single  verse  will  never  satisfy  one 
who  feels  its  beauty  ;  it  is  surely  a  love  song,  and 
it  tells  the  heart's  tale  with  the  most  irresistible 
tenderness. 

No.  5  is  a  more  important  composition  than 
either  of  the  others,  but  i;  loses  not,  in  its  greater 
elaboration,  its  vocal  characteristics  of  melody 
and  expression  ;  it  speaks  to  us  of  a  troubled  but 
not  a  broken  spirit,  and  of  a  noble  resolve  to  resist 
the  disappointments  of  life,  and  prove  an  inward 
superiority  to  the  influences  that  vex  but  cannot 
crush  us. 

The  purport  of  the  Gondola  Song  can  scarcely 
be  questioned  ;  we  must  all  be  reminded,  in  hear- 
ing it,  of  the  dark  boat  upon  the  silent  tide  in  the 
stilly  moonshine  of  a  sultry  night,  and  of  the 
strains  from  Tasso  murmured  by  the  rowers  form- 
ing a  burden  to  the  secret  thoughts  of  one  whose 
first  and  last  word,  "  Alone,  alone ! "  expresses 
that  his  heart  knows  no  sympathy  but  with  the 
solitude  of  the  situation  and  the  season,  and  the 
world  within  himself  is  his  only  companion. 

If  more  congenial  fancies  than  these  be  prompt- 
ed by  the  music,  we  should,  according  to  our  pecu- 
liar temperament,  receive  them  as  its  true  mean- 
ing, and  follow  them  so  far  as  their  course  may 

lead  us. 

1   ^    I 

Bach  and  Handel. 

Though  living  at  the  same  period,  reared  in 
the  same  school,  and  both  undeniably  the  deposi- 
taries of  that  rarest  of  gifts — genius,  scarcely  any 
two  composers  more  essentially  differ  than  Bach 
and  Handel.     Both  bred  up  in  all  the  traditions 
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of  the  church-style,  both  disciplined  in  the  same 
counterpoint,    both   educationally   assimilated  to 
the    utmost   that   study  could  effect,  there  was, 
nevertheless,  even  at  the  outskirts  of  scholarship, 
a   divergence   in   their   courses  which  grew  ever 
■wider   with   their  progress  in  art.     We   descry 
their   characters  in   the   music  they  have  left  us. 
Handel  is  broad,  open,  massive ;  sometimes  rough 
and  unfinished,   but   ever,  where  a  blow  is  re- 
quired, striking;  home  with  the  irresistible  force  of 
genius.     Bach  is  profound,  surprising  in  contriv- 
ance, wonderful  in  elaboration  ;   never  careless  of 
detail,  but  constantly,  in  this  very  fact,  depriving 
his  most  beautiful  thoughts  of  that  power  which 
isolation  or  slenderer  treatment  would  give  them. 
Handel   is  never  complicated  "  of  malice   afore- 
thought ;"  if,  perchance   he  weaves  us  a  tangled 
web,   we  only  recognize  the  workman's  skill  in 
the  splendor  of  the  designer's  pattern — with   him 
the  ultimate  effect  is  all  in   all.     With  Bach,  on 
the  other  hand,  complication  is  the  essence  and 
character  of  his  work;  and  if  his  greater  nature 
breaks  out,  here  and  there,  in  strong,  big,  shadowy 
masses,  it  is  surely  in  spite  of  that  over-schooling 
■which  has  too  much  clouded  it.     Handel's  choral 
music  is,  with  some  exceptions,  such  as  occur  in 
"  Israel  in   Egypt,"  exceedingly  practicable  for 
singers.     Its  divisional  passages  are  all  vocal  and 
easy,  its  melodic  progressions  are  rarely  awkward, 
and  the  compass  of  its  parts  is  within  the  range 
of  fair  voices.     The  choral  music  of  Bach,  on  the 
contrary,   is   the   most   difficult,   and — its    effect 
considered — the     most     thankless   in    existence. 
The  number  of  real  parts  constantly  employed — 
and,  it  must  be  remembered,  his  orchestra  rarely, 
if  ever,  doubles  his  voices — necessitates  unlocked 
for  skips  in  the  counterpoint,  the  excess  of  elabo- 
ration  confuses  the  singer's  ear,  and  England,  at 
least,  does  not   possess   soprano  and  tenor  voices 
capable    of  the    prolonged   euiployment   of  the 
higher   notes  of  their  scales  which  the  disposition 
of   his   parts   demands.     And  here  we  may  con- 
clude  this   musical   parallelism  with  the  remark, 
that  Bach  affords,  perhaps,  a  solitary  instance  of 
undoubted  genius  habitually  sacrificing  breadth  of 
effect  to  an  amount  of  contrapuntal  involution  and 
finesse  such  as  are  usually  ascribed  exclusively  to 
the  second-rate  order  of  intellect.  We  are  speaking, 
of  course,  in  generalities.     There  are,  in   his  mo- 
tets, and  in  some  of  his  orchestrally-accompanied 
works — especially  in  the  Credo  of  his  Mass  in  B 
minor — passages  which,  for  every  characteristic  of 
sublimity,  have  never  been  surpassed  ;  but  those, 
unfortunately,  are  merely  exceptions  to  his  rule 
of  art. 

How  far  personal  peculiarities  and  exigencies 
may  have  governed  the  differences  we  have  no- 
ticed in  the  works  of  those  two  great  musicians, 
would  be  difficult  to  estimate: — some  points  of 
this  nature  are,  however,  obvious  enough.  Han- 
del was  essentially  a  man  of  action,  of  the  day, 
and  of  the  markets; — Bach,  though  an  equally 
hard  worker,  was  essentially  a  recluse.  The  one 
lived  in  the  world  and  wrote  for  it, — the  other 
lived  in  his  own  study  and  wrote  for  himself 
With  the  known  money-greediness  of  Handel,  it 
is  not  unfair  to  surmise  that  he  designedly  wrote 
for  popularity.  Circumstances,  however,  which 
might  have  ruined  a  less  man  could  do  him  no 
harm.  With  whatever  view  he  wrote  his  orato- 
rios, and  whatever  the  pecuniary  result,  he  has, 
by  them,  immortalized  his  name, — and  this,  not 
with  the  skilled  and  studious  few,  but  with  the 
whole  world.  The  music  of  Bach  is,  to  the  full, 
as  deathless,  but  with  this  difference — that  the 
attestation  of  its  vitahty  dwells  with  the  few  who 
can  comprehend  it. 


i). 


Beauty  and  Art. 

There  is  a  little  blue  flower — the  liverleaf, 
which  blossoms  almost  at  the  edge  of  our  forest 
snows,  springing  up  at  the  first  instant  of  breath 
the  earth  gets  after  its  winter-trance,  and  assert- 
ing, it  might  seem  to  a  poetic  fancy,  its  existence, 
simply  by  force  of  the  beauty  which  it  embodies. 
Buried  fathoms  deep  under  the  snow-drift,  it  has 
still  preserved  its  vitality,  and  breaks  forth  at  the 
first  loosening  of  its  bonds. 

So  Art,  which  is   Beauty's  gospel,  lies  inert 


under  the  cold  necessities  of  a  national  childhood, 
and  the  cares  and  storms  of  a  political  first  exist- 
tence  ;  but  when  the  winter  of  discontent  isisiiad<5 
summer,  it  bursts  out  to  gladden  and  beautify  life. 
Beauty,  deep-rooted  in  every  human  mind,  is  its 
vitality   and  ii  must  therefore  live.     To  us,  and 
to  our  generation,  it  is  given  to  determine  its  fu- 
ture  in  our  country,  whether  free  and  healthy, 
or  dwarfed  and  deformed  by  pride  and  conceit. 
*     *     *     We   could  have  whispered  to  a  world, 
rushing  heedlessly  along  to  the  wreck  of  com- 
merce, that  there  were  things  more  gratifying  to 
the  intellect  than  the  accuiiiulation  of  property, 
or  the  gratification  of  pride — that  to  those  who 
reverently  seek  her,  Beauty  has  an   elevation  of 
enjoyment,  compared  to  which,  all  se!f-glorif3eation 
is  a  hollow  show — a  thing  which  the  heart  crushes 
in   embracing   it.     We  could  have  taught  men 
that  Beauty  is  the  antidote  to  those  wearing,  con- 
suming cares  of  the  material  life — that,  as  trade 
and  mone}'  being  by  their  very  nature  the  origin 
of  selfish  influences,  and  bring  men  forever  into 
struggle  with  each  other,  not  for  mutual  advan- 
tage, but  for  selfish  appropriation  ;  so  Beauty  and 
Art,  belonging  none  the  less  to  one,  because  given 
to  all,  widen   our  sympathies  and  unite  us  by  a 
common  delight.     It  is  bitter  to  those  who  love 
their  race,  to  see  men  shut  themselves  into  them- 
selves, year  after  year,  pursuing  that  which  can 
belong  to   themselves  alone,  while  around  them 
everywhere  lies  that  which,  if  once  taken  up,  is 
theirs  forever,  and  yet  is  not  diminished  for  the 
ne.xt  comer.      Do  men  realize  this  ?     Do  they 
think  of  it,  or  are  they  skeptics  with  regard   to 
Beauty,  as  well  as  the  future  ?     Does  the  world 
of  nature   absolutely   lie   around   them  a  waste 
desert — only  so  much  space  to  be  got  over,  where 
they  travel  with  blinded  eyes  until  all  that  is  most 
glorious  and  instinct  with  immortality  in  them  has 
died   for  want  of  culture  ?     There  are  too  many 
such.     Could  we  but  reach  them,  could  we  but 
open  for  an  instant  their  sealed  eyes  to  the  per- 
ception of  the  outer  world,  life  would  be  new  to 
them,  and  in  the  perception  of  the  great  harmo- 
nies of  nature,  they   would  become  tranquilized 
and  elevated.    The  more  entirely  delight  is  based 
on  the  eternal  and  immutable,  the  more  enduring 
and  unchangeable    it   becomes ;    and    we   doubt 
much  if  there  can  be  found  a  merchant,  who  has 
found  time  and  disposition  to  cultivate  his  love  for 
Art,  who  does  not  feel  that  his  daily  routine  of 
duty  is  gone  through   with   better  from  its  efl'ect 
upon  his  mind,  and  who  does  not  feel  that  there 
is  something  in   him  better  than  his  computing 
capacity,  and  something  in  life  more  profitable 
than  cent-per-cent  profits. — The  Crayon. 


Diary  Abroad.— No.  8. 

Berlin,  Dec.  8th. — John  Ladd — lie  is  gone  now,  poor 
fellow  I — used  to  speak  of  the  delight  it  would  give  him 
to  read  a  play  of  Shakspeaie  again  for  the  first  time,  but 
he  could  never  more  know  that  pleasure  unless  through 
the  discovery  of  some  long  hidden  literary  treasure  from 
the  great  dramatist's  pen.  I  shall  never  more  know  this 
pleasure  in  regard  to  Beethoven's  symphonies;  I  have 
heard  them  all  now.  Mozart  and  Haydn  have  still  sym- 
phonies to  offer,  the  latter  a  host  of  them — Beethoven  not. 
Now  what  is  left,  save  "Wagner's  '  Tannhauser,'  to  excite 
that  longing,  that  craving,  intense  curiosity,  that  burning 
desire,  which  for  so  many  years  have  accompanied  every 
thought  of  Beethoven's  Choral  Symphony 'i*  Not  too 
fast;  there  is  the  '  Jlissa  Solennis  ' — that  mighty  work  in 
D,  still  in  store — Beethoven  is  not  yet  exhausted. 

It  is  a  week  to-day  since  I  had  my  first  opportunity  to 
learn  something  from  my  own  hearing  of  that  work, 
which  has  caused  so  much,  and  such  earnest  dispute — of 
that  music,  sum  of  all  music  to  one,  tissue  of  a  mad- 
man's ravings  to  another.  Liebig  gave  us  the  first  three 
movements.  I  know  not  that  any  piece  of  music  ever  so 
surprized  me — so  completely  put  at  fault  all  my  precon- 
ceived notions  in  regard  to  it — exhibited  itself  in  a  form 
and  comeliness  so  entirely  different  from  wh.at  the  many, 
many  descriptions  I  had  read  and  heard,  had  led  me  to 
expect.  I  am,  as  it  were,  bewildered  with  it.  What? 
that  quiet,  sing-song,  strange,  empty  humming,  with 
short,  sharp  couplets  of  notes  crossing  it  like  electrical 
sparks  down  the  exhausted  receiver — Otat  the  opening  to 


the  famous  Ninth  Symphony !  But  do  not  these  electric 
sparks  awaken  life  in  the  mass,  and  lead  to  struggle, 
and  contest,  nnd  most  lencrgetic  action  ?  AVliere  in  all 
the  wide  realm  of  music  is  tliere  anything  like  this  open- 
ing'i'  Or  where  an  efl'ect  like  that  produced  upon  the 
feeling  by  the  sudden  return,  after  all  this  contest,  to 
that  strange  opening'?  Of  the  second  movement  I  could 
make  nothing.  But  the  very  opening  of  that  divine  An- 
dante almost  made  me  cry  out  for  delight.  And  so  I 
came  away  with  the  rest — some  eight  Americans  besides 
myself— and  to  their  inquiries  what  I  thought  about  it, 
could  only  say — "  don't  know  what  to  make  of  it — but 
I  do  believe  there  is  something  huge  in  it."  One  was 
greatly  pleased  with  passages  in  the  first  movement;  an- 
other was  mightily  taken  with  the  Scherzo,  and  others 
still  felt  with  me  in  regard  to  the  Adagio. 

The  next  day  but  one,  what  should  catch  our  eyes  but 
an  announcement  that  on  Thursday  evening,  Dec.  7th,  a 
concert  would  be  given  in  the  Opera  House  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  unfortunate  sufferers  by  the  recent  inundation 
in  Silesia,  by  the  Royal  Orchestra  and  the  Stern  and 
Jahn  Singing  Societies,  with  members  of  the  Sing-Akad- 
emie,  and  the  principal  singers  of  the  opera;  and  that 
the  programme  would  consist  of  Beethoven's  Ninth 
Symphony,  "Wagner's  Tannhauser,  and  Mendelssohn's 
Waipurgis  Nachi!  Then  there  was  running  to  and  fro, 
and  a  company  of  a  dozen  Americans  was  soon  formed, 
all  eager  to  be^there.  Two  of  us  attended  Liebig's  con- 
cert on  Sunday  afternoon,  to  request  him  to  repeat  the 
three  movements  of  the  symphony;  he  smiled  and  re- 
plied, "  with  great  pleasure."  Another  was  deputed  to 
secure  the  places,  and  succeeded  by  entering  his  name 
on  Tuesday. 

On  Wednesday  the  old  American  table  at  Hennig's 
was  filled,  and  the  result  was  to  increase  the  eagerness 
of  us  all  for  the  next  night's  concert.  For  my  own  part, 
I  must  confess  that  the  opening  movement  made  less 
impression  upon  me  than  before,  while  the  second 
(Scherzo)  began  to  assume  form  and  proportion,  and 
make  itself  felt.  The  Adagio  took  its  place  among 
Beethoven's  grandest  Creations.  A  young  American 
lady  present,  who  had  studied  this — as  indeed  all  Beet- 
hoven's Symphonies — in  piano-forte  arrangement  with 
her  German  teacher,  told  me  she  cried  until  she  was 
ashamed.  No  other  Andante,  said  she,  not  that  of  the 
Fifth,  nor  that  of  the  Seventh,  even,  can  equal  this.  It 
surpasses  them  all.  It  contains  them  all.  It  is  unriv- 
alled, it  is  unapproachable  1  "  I  know  the  whole  of  it," 
said  she,  "  and  as  those  noble  passages,  made  so  familiar 
by  the  piano,  now  came  streaming  forth  to  me  from  the 
orchestra,  I  could  not  help  it,  I  had  to  cry  !" 

Thursday  evening  came,  and  as  we  entered  the  Balhon 
of  the  third  rank  of  boxes,  we  found  that  chorus  and 
orchestra  were  already  in  their  places.  AVhat  a  magni- 
ficent spectacle!  The  huge  stage  was  fitted  up  with 
seats  rising  gently  to  its  very  rear,  and  these  were  filled 
by  more  than  275  sopranos  and  altos,  and  as  near  as  I 
could  make  out,  some  175  tenors  and  basses — the  sura 
total,  by  my  reckoning,  not  far  from  450;  the  orchestra 
below  numbered  between  70  and  80. 

Of  course  there  were  some  drawbacks  to  the  pleasure 
of  the  evening.  For  instance,  there  was  a  want  of 
proper  ventilation,  of  which  there  is  practically  no 
knowledge  here.  With  that  immense  audience,  filling 
almost  every  seat  in  the  house — indeed  all  were  taken, 
though  a  few  were  not  occupied — the  heat  and  foul  air 
became  at  length  almost  unbearable.  Then  Wyzaker 
and  his  wife  (of  the  German  branch  of  the  family)  sat 
directly  behind  me,  and  he  edified  us  much.  His  face 
is  daguerreotyped  in  my  memory,  and  I  judge  mine  is  in 
his.  I  turned  round  often  enough  to  give  him  the  oppor- 
tunity— and  the  scoundrel  did  at  last  give  his  "  Weib  " 
the  look  and  cease  his  remarks.  I  declare,  if  there  is 
anything  calculated  to  cast  a  doubt  upon  the  existence 
of  an  overruling  Providence,  it  is  that  Beethoven  and 
Handel  should  lose  their  ears  and  eyes,  and  these 
nuisances  live  on  in  the  enjoyment  of  any  quantity  of 
both.  Then  again  the  eft'ect  of  the  chorus  was  often  en- 
feebled by  its  position  between  the  flies,  with  all  those 
huge  open  spaces  to  catch,  retain,  deaden  or  disperse  the 
sound. 

But  Taubert  comes  in  and  raises  his  baton.  Hush, 
hush,  all  over  the  house — even  Wyzaker  is  still,  and  his 
wife — and  in  hardly  audible  tones  begins  that  strangest 
of  all  strange  beginnings.    What  does  it  mean?  you  ask. 
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Why,  if  music  be,  as  we  now  define  it,  the  language  of 
feeling  and  emotion,  it  does  not  mean  anything.  It 
sounds  to  me  like  the  humming  of  a  wheel  in  a  room 
full  of  machinery,  and  conveys  "no  emotion  from  the 
composer's  heart  to  mine.  If  I  since  "last  Friday  have 
fell  out  the  clue  to  'the  Symphony,  this  is  just  what 
Beethoven  intended.  At  the  starting  point  our  human- 
ity is  but  as  the  clod,  it  has  neither  joys  nor  sorrows — it 
eats  and  drinks,  for  tomorrow  it  dies;  impassible, 
unemotional ;  yes,  a  clod.  Must  not  this  music  be  empty, 
a  void,  must  it  not  convey  a  sense  of  the  want  of  hu- 
manity m  this  sort  of  liumanity '.  But  mark  how  the 
animal  becomes  vivified,  how  passion  arises,  how  trou- 
bles encompass  him,  and  he  finds  himself  surrounded 
with  difficulties  against  which  he  must  struggle.  The 
clod  is  a  man!  Sorrows,  trials,  misfortunes,  disappoint- 
ments, hopes  defeated,  anticipations  unfulfilled,  he  has 
known  all.  All  that  is  opposite,  antagonistic  to  jovi 
he  has  experienced.  This  clod  is  now  capable  of  Joy. 
Is  not  this  Beethoven's  philosophy?  Could  Kant  desire 
a  better?  And  so  that  long  first  movement — that  mad- 
house music  ( 1)  that  mighty  expression  of  a  mighty  idea, 
drew  to  a  close.  With  what  intense  earnestness  did  that 
vast  audience — save  the  Wyzakers — listen  to  every  note  I 
and  what  an  expressive  rustle  (there  was  not  much  loud 
applause)  was  that,  which  ran  through  the  house  after 
the  last  chord !  A  few  minutes  were  given  ns  to  rest — 
we  needed  it. 

Now  the  Scherzo — if  it  be  a  Scherzo.  But  why  has 
Beethoven  changed  the  recognized  order,  and  put  this 
Odrd  movement,  as  Haydn,  Mozart,  and  he  himself, 
have  hitherto  made  it,  second?  Why  is  it  so  quiet? 
Our  friends  from  bej'ond  the  Alps  make^more  noise, 
when  a  hero  and  heroine  on  the  stage  say  good  morning 
to  each  other,  than  in  this  whole  movement — I  had  al- 
most asserted.  Why  is  it  so  long?  Is  our  humanized, 
heart-and-soul-endowed  clod,  torn  and  weary  and  worn 
with  conflict,  seeking,  almost  with  agonizing  desire  and 
longing,  for  some  faint  taste  of  joy  ?  Is  he  tasting  all 
the  fruits  of  sensual  indulgence,  and  finding  them  but 
apples  of  Sodom?  Is  he  groping  in  darkness  but  can 
find  no  ray  of  light?  Is  lie  seeking  liberty,  but  every- 
where comes  in  contact  with  the  stone  walls  of  his  dun- 
geon? I  can  tell  nothing  about  it;  only  that  of  all  un- 
satisfying music — by  which  I  mean  of  all  music  which 
made  me  crave  a  change,  which  made  me  beg  and  en- 
treat for  something  not  yet  attained,  which  I  cannot  at- 
tain, which  must  come  from  something  or  somebody 
above  and  beyond  me — this  is  the  greatest.  Handel 
shows  us  the  lost,  despairing  heart,  in  his  "Messiah" 
overture,  and  then  that  divine  C<>77?/or/ je  speaks  suc/i 
peace!  Beethoven  is  seeking  not  comfort,  he  will  have 
the  active,  energetic  emotion  of  joy.  But  our  clod, 
made  human  through  suffering  and  disappointment,  has 
been  seeking  this  in  every  wrong  direction.  Can  he 
now  at  once  pass  to  that  state  in  which  he  shall  enjoy 
that  true  and  enduring  emotion  which  Beethoven  has  in 
mind?  Your  and  my  experience,  universal  experience, 
says  no.  Poor  humanized  clod!  Beaten  back  in  all 
quarters,  he  may  well  despair  .of  finding  that  Joy  which 
he  seeks.  The  trouble  however  is  in  himself.  He  must 
pass  through  still  another  state  before  he  attains  the  goal. 

And  here  follows  the  Adagio  Cantabile — my  friend's 
summary  of  all  Beethoven's  Adagios  and  Andantes. 
What  comfort,  what  peace  it  speaks !  How  tranquil  it 
moves  along,  and  yet  with  what  breadth  and  power!  In 
the  Pastwhle  we  walk  by  a  brook — here  we  are  upon 
the  Mississippi ;  and  all  those  soothing,  bracing,  ennobling, 
humanizing,  purifying  influences,  with  which  Nature  has 
made  pregnant  tliose  everlasting  hills,  and  forests  and 
floods,  are  here  poured  out  in  the  calm,  resistless  pro- 
gress of  Beethoven's  music.  Does  M.  remember  our 
walk  upon  the  deck  of  the  steamboat,  the  moon  flooding 
the  river  and  its  noble  shores  with  its  most  brilliant 
beams,  lighting  up  the  bald  bluflfs,  streaming  through  the 
dense  woods,  sparkling  upon  the  ripple  of  the  waters, 
and  the  feelings  of  peace,  sober  happiness,  delicious  con- 
tentment with  the  present,  which  the  passing  scenes  in- 
spired':' We  "in  the  love  of  Nature  held  communion 
with  her  visible  forms,"  and  she  spoke  to  us  eloquently 
in  her  still  voice.  So  speaks  this  Adagio.  It  is  im- 
mensely long;  but  who  after  sorrow  and  suffering,  and 
discord  and  confusion,  and  struggle  and  conflict,  can  be 
satisfied  with  a  mere  taste  of  calm  and  peace?  No, 
it  must  sink  deep  into  the  torn  heart— the  angel  which 


speaks  the  word  must  remain — "IcannoMet  thee  go." 
Few  men  have  suffered  as  Beethoven  suffered — not  from 
hunger  and  cold,  and  pitiless  privation,  as  Stupid  says, 
wh6  can  conceive  of  none  greater  than  physical  ills — 
and  few  could  know  better  the  delicious  paths  through 
Bunyan's  Land  of  Beulah,  which  lead  to  Joy.  Is  it 
strange  that  he  should  so  dwell  there  ?  That  he  can  not 
part  with  those  delicious  themes  ?  And  so,  that  Adagio's 
great  length  finds  no  favor  with  the  critics — itfstoo 
much  spun  out;  has  too  much  repetition;  too  little  vari- 
ety, and  so  forth.  But  there  are  those  to  whom  the  com- 
poser S2>eatcs;  who  find  this  the  sum  of  all  his  sympho- 
nic movements  of  the  kind,  and  into  whose  very  heart  of 
hearts  it  sinks.    For  them  he  wrote. 

Our  clod  is  now  transformed.  He  is  capable  of  Joy — 
that  joy  all  embracing,  which  joys  not  in  itself  alone, 
but  sympathizes  with  all  human  hearts.  All  mankind 
is  a  brotherhood:  he  that  dwells  above  the  stars  is  a 
"  loving  Father."  But  combinations  of  the  instruments 
of  music  are  not  means  by  which  even  the  greatest  of 
instrumental  composers  can  express  his  present  idea 
fully.  The  finale  begins  with  an  attempt  to  do  this;  all 
the  resources  of  the  orchestra  are  brought  into  requisi- 
tion, but  they  fail.  Their  usual  effects  are  abandoned  as 
not  sufficiently  explicit  and  clear — so  they  try  again,  but 
with  simple  melody  and  recitative,  and  adopt  the  manner 
so  far  as  in  them  lies,  of  the  voice.  They  struggle  and 
labor — all  in  vain.  Here  is  something  beyond  even 
Beethoven.  This  Joy  of  the  heart  is  beyond  even  his 
power  of  expression  by  orchestral  means.  "Oh,  Friends, 
not  these  tones,  but  others  more  pleasing  and  more  joy- 
ous!" Again  the  simplicity  of  the  iuree  which  follows, 
and  its  perfectly  popular  character,  was  most  striking 
and  astonishing.  But  then  as  one  reflects  upon  it,  it  is 
just  what  it  .should  be,  for  it  is  the  outpturing  of  the  Joy 
of  all  the  brotherhood  of  Man.  Highly  wrought,  artistic 
(in  the  common  acceptation)  music,  would  be  out  of 
place;  but  this,  so  popular  in  its  form,  may  well  be  the 
expression  of  the  universal  feeling.  And  so  that  finale 
rolled  on,  gathering  new  strength  and  force  of  expression, 
until  it  reached  its  climax  in  the  mighty  prestisssimo 
chorus : 

f  eid  umschluTigen,  Millionen  ! 
Diest'n  Ku^s  d«r  ganzen  Welt  I 
ErUder  I  uber'n  ^terneEzelt 
Muss  ein  lieber  Vater  wohnen  ! 
Freude,  schoner  GJitterfunken ! 
Tochter  aus  Elysium  ! 

I  know  not  what  to  record  of  the  effect  of  this  great 
work  upon  me.  I  found  afterward  that  it  had  excited 
me  like  champaigne,  and  it  was  long  after  midnight  be- 
fore I  slept.  What  I  feel  to  have  been  Beethoven's  idea 
in  it,  I  have  attempted  thus  to  record.  Pipes  will  say  it 
is  all  "  bosh."  I  can  in  fancy  at  this  moment  hear  him 
ask  "if  I  really  and  sincerely  can  call  the  Ninth  Sym- 
phony a  beautiful  and  successful  musical  work  ?  "  One 
kind  of  beauty  it  has,  one  sort  of  success,  with  me,  it  has 
achieved;  yet  I  admit  that  H.aydn  has  written  a  hundred 
prettier  sj-mphonies!  Whereat  Pipes  looks  triumphant. 
I  do  not  find  that  wealth  of  little  flowers  of  melody  scat- 
tered through  it,  which  the  other  symphonies  have.  There 
seems  to  be  less  of  those  unexpected  and  strange  little 
phrases  peeping  out  here  and  there  from  this  or  the  other 
instrument,  utterly  unapproachable  in  their  elfin  beauty. 
This  seems  more  earnest — to  flow  with  a  deeper  current. 
If  I  had  opportunity  to  become  really  familiar  with  it, 
perhaps,  it  would  seem  verj'  different;  but  this  is  the 
record  of  the  ideas  it  has  called  forth  after  three  per- 
formances, two  partial,  and  one  entire. 

Part  II.  Wagner's  Tannhduser  Overture.  AV.'s  old 
division  of  mankind  into  two  classes — those  who  have 
heard  this,  and  those  who  have  not — must  be  revised. 
There  are  two  classes  of  those  who  have  heard  it — those 
who  have  heard  it  as  it  was  given  on  this  occasion,  and 
those  who  have  not!  Talk  about  Weber's  overtures  for 
power — fudge !  It  did  one  good  to  hear  the  tempest  of 
applause  which  followed  it. 

The  Walpurijis  Nachl  music  belongs  among  Mendels- 
sohn's noblest  creations;  I  have  no  brains  left  to  try  to 
say  anything  about  it.  Why  cannot  some  pott  make 
English  of  the  poem,  and  one  of  the  choral  societies  in 
Boston  sing  it?  Johanna  Wagner  sang  in  it!  No  voice 
ever  so  wrought  upon  me — and  then  she  had  such 
music  to  sing! 

In  a  word,  this  was  an  evening,  which  is  an  era  in  a 
man's  life. 
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From  IfEW  TOBK. 

COMCEET  FOB  THE  PoOR— MAEIO'B  "  It  MIO  TESOEO.  " 

Jan.  16. — The  Concert  given  by  Mario  and 
Geisi  for  the  New  York  poor,  came  off  last  Thurs- 
day, and  proved  very  successful,  the  house  being 
crowded  in  every  corner.  The  programme  dif- 
fered somewhat  from  that  which  was  given  by 
your  informant  of  last  week,  who  either  gave  you 
his  account  beforehand,  or  could  not  have  honored 
the  concert  with  his  presence.  That  programme 
was,  indeed,  the  original  one,  but  owing  to  a  se- 
vere hoarseness,  SignoraDoNovANi  did  not  appear, 
and  was  not  much  regretted,  in  the  enjoyment  af- 
forded by  hearing  the  magnificent  voices  of  Signori 
Baoialt  and  Susini  in  Suoni  la  tromha.  For  some 
unexplained  reason,  too,  the  Overture  to  Norma 
was  substituted  for  that  to  Martha.  Grisi,  after 
failing  sadly  in  Casta  Diva,  urged  a  plea  of  indul- 
gence on  the  score  of  fatigue,  having  travelled 
from  Washington  that  day,  and  succeeded  infin- 
itely better  in  Qui  la  voce,  and  as  well  as  in  the 
concerted  pieces,  which  went  very  well  altogether. 
Badiali  was  of  course  good  in  Largo  al  factotum. 
Fabricatoee  would  have  done  well  to  be  hoarse 
too,  but,  as  it  was,  served  as  foil  to  Mario.  And 
Mario  !  He  was  in  excellent  voice,  and,  what  is  of 
-till  some  account  with  him,  in  excellent  hunnor, 
but  though  he  sang  well  all  that  he  had  to  sing, 
every  thing  else  faded  away  in  the  recollection  of 
his  II  mio  tesoro  .'  It  shone  out  from  the  whole 
evening's  performance  like  a  diamond  of  purest 
water  from  among  the  crystals.  It  has  never  yet 
been  my  good  fortune  to  listen  to  any  piece  of 
vocal  music  so  perfect  in  all  its  parts  :  the  compo- 
sition itself,  that  "  most  beautiful  love-song  that 
ever  was  written,"  as  a  friend  calls  it,  the  thor- 
oughly artistic  rendering  of  it,  and  that  exquisite 
voice  !  But  you  have  had  even  before  this  the  plea- 
sure of  hearing  Mario,  and  seeing  Grisi  yourself, 
and  I  hope  you  will  agree  with  me  that  this  is  jnst 
the  difference  between  them.  Grisi,  ofl"  the  stage, 
is  only  a  noble  looking,  dignified  woman,  but  is  no 
longer  a  great  singer — while  Mario,  on  the  stage, 
will  always  be  only  the  handsome,  gentlemanly 
man,  the  possessor  of  an  unequalled  voice,  which 
he  can  use  to  the  best  advantage.  Bohnonis. 

P.  S. — By  the  way,  where  did  you  hear  that 
Badiali  sang  his  part  in  the  '  Messiah'  in  Latin  ?  I 
believe  I  heard  him  as  plain  as  any  one  in  the 
house,  yet  I  heard  nothing  but  Italian. 

From  LEIPZIG-. 

Gewanbhaus  CoNCEaTS — AiPREB  Jaell — Rubinstein — AiiERi- 
CAN  Students  i.v  the  Conservatoire. 

Dec.  1,  1854. — The  season  has  so  far  advanced, 
and  the  concerts  have  been  so  numerous  and  varied, 
that  in  the  brief  limits  to  which  I  must  confine  my- 
self, I  can  only  allude  to  some  of  the  more  attractive 
performances.  The  Concerts  in  the  Gewandliaus 
have  pleased  me,  on  the  whole,  more  than  those  of 
the  last  winter,  for  this  reason.  Eietz,  having  re- 
signed his  position  as  conductor  of  the  theatre  orches- 
tra, has  been  able  to  give  his  exclusive  attention  to 
the  concerts;  in  addition  to  his  thorough  drilling  of 
the  orchestra,  we  have  the  benefit  of  David's  first 
violin.  The  following  Symphonies  have  already 
been  given  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  mentioned : 
Eroica,  Beethoven  ;  B  flat  major,  Schumann ;  Sym- 
phony No.  1,  Gade  ;  No,  2,  Beethoven;  D  major, 
Haydn  ;  "  Ocean "  Symphony,  by  Kubinstein  ;  D 
minor,  Schumann ;  No.  7,  Beethoven  ;  and  at  the 
last  concert,  anew  symphony  by  Aleekt  Dietkich. 
Miss  Stabbach  of  London  was  engaged  as  vocalist 
for  the  first  eight  concerts.  She  sang  a  variety  of 
classical  songs  and  arias  from  Mendelssohn,  Mozart, 
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and  Handel.  Miss  S.  has  a  beautiful  voice  and  un- 
doubted talent,  and  needs  only  a  good  teacher  for  a 
year  or  two  to  take  a  high  rank  as  a  vocalist.  Her 
execution  wanted  neatness  and  elegance,  and  her 
articulation  was  in  many  respects  very  deficient. 

At  the  second  concert,  William  Kkdger,  pianist 
to  the  King  of  Wurtemberg,  played  a  concerto  of  his 
own  composition  and  some  other  lighter  pieces.  He 
proved  himself  to  bo  an  excellent  pianist,  but  his 
composition  did  not  please  particularly. 

The  tliird  concert  presented  an  unusual  attraction 
in  the  masterly  performance  of  Claea  Schumann. 
I  have  hardly  ever  seen  such  an  enthusiastic  reception 
granted  to  any  one  as  was  given  to  her  on  her  ap- 
peanance.  She  played  in  a  most  unexceptionable 
manner.  In  all  respects  it  seemed  to  me  a  perfect 
performance ;  her  execution  was  wonderfully  clear 
and  distinct,  and  her  conception  of  the  author  worthy 
of  her  great  reputation  as  a  pianist  and  musician. 

As  in  former  years,  the  fifth  concert  occurring 
about  the  time  of  the  anniversary  of  the  death  of 
Mendelssohn,  was  of  a  peculiar  and  appropriate 
character.  No  symphony  was  performed,  but  in  its 
place  a  part  of  the  great  requiem  of  Mozart,  Laxida 
Sion,  and  the  unfinished  Oratorio  CJiristus,  by  Men- 
delssohn, were  given  by  the  Orchestra  and  the  Sing- 
Akademie.  Lauda  Sion  was  written  for  a  church 
festival,  and  has  none  of  the  oratorio  character  about 
it ;  it  reminds  one  of  some  of  the  hymns  of  Mozart 
for  the  Catholic  church  service.  This  fragment  of 
Cliristus  has  more  resemblance  to  "Elijah,"  than 
"  St  Paul."  It  presents  only  two  scenes  in  the  life 
of  Christ :  his  birth,  and  the  crucifixion.  You  can 
easily  imagine  wliat  dramatic  fire  and  energy  Men- 
delssohn would  exhibit  in  portraying  sueh  a  scene  as 
that  of  the  crucitixion.  The  audience  were  very 
much  affected  by  the  music,  and  no  doubt  all  felt 
what  a  loss  the  musical  world  sustained  when  Men- 
delssohn died.  In  this  connection  I  would  also 
allude  to  the  exercises  in  the  Conservatory,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  same  event.  The  pupils  of  the  institution 
performed  an  eight  voiced  Motet  and  a  Quintet  of 
Mendelssohn.  But  Moscheles  played  a  preludium 
and  fugue,  and  one  of  the  young  ladies  sang  a  song 
originally  written  for  the  oratorio  of  "  St.  Paul,"  but 
which  Mendelssohn  withheld  from  publication.  Al- 
though it  does  not  equal  his  best  efforts,  yet  is  quite 
well  worthy  of  being  sung.  On  this  occasion  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  looking  through  the  original  score  of 
"  St.  Paul."  It  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Herr 
ScHLEiNiTz,  the  director  of  the   Conservatory. 

Alfred  Jaell,  so  well  known  in  Boston,  appeared 
in  the  eighth  concert.  In  the  first  part  he  phiyed  the 
E  minor  Concerto  of  Chopin,  and  in  the  second  two 
or  three  pieces  of  his  own  composition.  His  suc- 
cess was  quite  decided,  particularly  in  the  concerto. 
The  pieces  of  his  own  composition  infringed  a  little 
too  much  on  the  Gewandhaus  motto  :  lies  severa  est 
verum  gaudium.  to  be  acceptable  to  the  audience.  In 
the  seventh  and  tenth  concerts,  we  had  an  opportuni- 
ty of  hearing  Rubinstein,  the  young  Russian,  in 
his  character  of  a  composer  and  pianist.  A  sympho- 
ny, entitled  "  Ocean"  was  performed,  and  on  the  last 
evening  a  Fantasia  for  piano  forte  and  orchestra.  I 
regard  hira  as  one  of  the  most  promising  composers 
among  the  "  new  liglifs."  The  critics  seem  to  be 
quite  divided  in  their  opinion  of  his  talent  as  a  com- 
poser, but  they  all  agree  that  since  Liszt  he  is  the 
most  wonderful  piano  forte  player  who  has  appeared 
in  the  Gewandhaus.  Such  execution  I  have  never 
seen  or  hardly  conceived  of.  His  piano  forte  per- 
formances roused  up  the  usually  staid  and  quiet 
Gewandhaus  audience  to  an  immense  enthusiasm. — 
Mr.  R.  is  as  modest  as  he  is  talented,  and  is  a  most 
agreeable  and  interesting  miin,  He  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  first  musical  men  of  the  age. 

The  number  of  American  and  Englishmen  now 
studyins!  in  Leipzig  is,  I  think,  greater  than  over  be- 
fore.    The  Conservatory  of  Music  holds  out  induce- 


ments to  students,  which  I  do  not  believe  are  excelled 
by  any  similar  institution  in  the  world. 

A  pretty  good  proof  of  its  standing  in  other  parts 
of  Germany  is  aflx>rded  in  Ihe  fact  that  among  the 
students  are  several  from  Berlin,  Munich  and  Co- 
logne, in  .ill  of  which  cities  there  are  institutions  of  a 
similar  ch.iracter.  There  are  also  two  young  men 
supported  by  pensions  from  the  Kings  of  Prussia 
and  Bavaria. 

With  the  names  of  MoscHELES  as  piano  teacher, 
David  and  Dkeyschock  for  the  violin,  Hattptjiann, 
RicHTER.  and  Rictz  in  composition,  your  readers 
are  already  familiar.  The  department  of  singing 
which  has  sometimes  been  somewhat  neglected,  is 
now  under  the  charge  of  Prof.  Goetze,  a  most 
able  and  accomplished  teacher.  All  the  students 
in  this  department  have  instruction  in  Italian,  and 
have  also  opportunities  of  visiting  other  classes  in 
the  institution  ;  so  that  one  really  interested  in  the 
subject  of  teaching  has  very  great  opportunity  of 
"  making  an  e-tperience." 

Miss  Jbnny  Bukk,  a  young  lady  from  Baltimore, 
has  been  connected  with  the  institution  for  some 
time  past,  and  promises  to  be  one  of  the  first  class 
singers.  The  general  musical  culture  afforded  to 
the  students  is  of  very  great  importance,  for  they 
have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  the  works  of  the 
best  masters  of  all  nations.  No  people  in  the 
world  are  so  liberal  in  this  respect  as  the  Germans. 
The  only  requisition  is  that  the  music  shall  be 
good  and  worthy  of  performance.  Thus,  in  a  Ger- 
man theatre  you  hear  one  evening  a  German  opera, 
the  next,  "  Masaniello,"  and  the  next,  "  William 
Tell,"  perhaps.  So  that  a  student  is  not  exclusive- 
ly drilled  in  one  style  or  one  school,  but  has  an 
opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  all  styles 
and  schools.  g.  w.  r. 
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Italian  Opera. 
"  Grisi,  Sir,  Grisi  is  the  Colossus  of  Rhodes  ! " 
A  queer  speech  that,  and  a  queer  text  to  begin 
with ;  but  it  haunts  our  memory  and  will  not 
down ;  it  comes  up  like  a  figure  with  a  mocking 
grin  to  baffle  and  confuse  us  after  trying  all  man- 
ner of  ways  to  overcome  the  difficulty  of  record- 
ing our  own  first  actual  impressions  of  a  great- 
ness which  had  been  so  long  a  hacknied  notoriety. 
It  was  in  New  York,  the  night  after  the  first  con- 
cert of  Jenny  Lind,  at  a  little  supper  party  of 
artists  and  amateurs,  mostly  Germans,  and  who 
had  been  regaling  us  with  music  of  Beethoven 
and  Mendelssohn  and  Schubert;  the  talk  turned 
naturally  upon  the  great  singer;  and  as  little 
complimentary  toasts  and  speeches  were  the  or- 
der of  the  night,  what  could  we  do  less,  when  it 
came  our  turn,  than  thankfully  allude  to  the 
"  Nightingale,"  and  to  the  music  of  the  evening 
and  to  the  debt  we  music-lovers  in  this  country 
owed  to  German  Art  and  Artists  ?  AVhereupon 
an  elegant,  imposing  looking  Englishman,  who 
sat  opposite  us,  and  who  rejoiced  in  an  Italianized 
name,  immediately  launched  forth  into  the  praises 
of  Italian  music  and  Italian  artists,  and  with  po- 
litest fluency  and  patronizing  grace,  began  to 
dash  cold  water  on  our  simple  Lind  enthusiasm, 
telling  us  that  we  must  hear  Grisi,  we  must  hear 
her  Norma  ;  that  we  could  know  nothing  of  great 
singing  till  we  had  that  experience,  and  capping 
the  eloquent  climax  with  :  "  Grisi,  Sir,  is  the  Co- 
lossus of  Rhodes ; "  which  knock-down  argument 


became  the  burden  of  his  discourse  as  he  repeat- 
edly returned  to  the  attack.  Wherever  our 
Anglo-Italian  Signor  friend  may  be,  we  trust  he 
is  happy  in  the  thought  that  his  Colossus  now 
bestrides  the  great  Atlantic,  with  one  foot  firmly 
planted  upon  either  hemisphere,  a  superb  type  of 
conquest  of  the  Old  world  and  the  New. 

But  leaving  aside  "  Colossuses "  and  "angels," 
too,  dear  reader,  as  orders  of  beings  more  in  Mr. 
transcendental  Barnum's  line  than  ours,  simple 
mortal  admirers  of  musical  mortals  as  we  are, — it 
is  in  truth  a  hard  thing  to  add  any  distinct,  orig- 
inal, fresh  contribution  to  the  world's  praises  or 
criticisms  of  a  singer,  whose  every  quality  and 
every  achievement  have  been  bruited  in  your 
ears  with  scrupulous  particularity  for  months  and 
years  before  you  have  (he  privilese  at  last  of  lis- 
tening, feeling,  judging  for  yourself.  It  is  hard, 
even  the  next  morning  after  the  new  operatic 
feast,  to  separate  and  identify  your  own  genuine 
impressions  and  convictions  from  the  refluent 
crowd  of  imaginings  and  prepossessions  channeled 
into  all  your  habitual  associations  with  the  subject 
by  continual  hearsay.  And  yet  it  is  perhaps  only 
because  one's  own  thought  or  impression  is  not 
more  individual  and  distinctive,  but  simply  and 
sincerely  has  gone  with  the  crowd,  that  he  dis- 
trusts, it  or  is  at  a  loss  to  find  it  and  drag  it  to  the 
light.  In  either  case  it  is  a  damper  on  more 
writing  and  talking  of  such  things.  Why  shall 
one  put  in  his  oar,  when  the  boat  is  going  on 
swimmingly  enough  already  ?  One  thing  be- 
comes more  certain  on  every  second,  if  not  first, 
hearing  of  one  of  the  world's  great  notorieties, 
namely,  that  in  such  cases  the  world's  verdict  is 
always  found  to  be  substantially  correct.  And  it 
might  therefore  be  the  wisest  way,  perhaps,  to 
dispose  very  briefly  of  our  "  colossal "  text,  and 
limit  our  critical  task  to  simply  congratulating 
our  readers  that  we  have  at  length  heard  the 
Grisi  and  the  Mario  for  our.ielves  in  Boston; 
that  we  have  heard  them  in  I  Puritani  and  in 
Lucrezia  Borgia ;  that  we  (all  Boston,  we  mean) 
have  enjoyed  and  admired  and  are  yet  in  the 
rising  tide  of  enthusiasm,  anticipating  other 
operas  and  other  triumphs ;  that  we  have  ac- 
knowledged the  world's  traditions  in  the  matter 
of  these  lyric  artists: — who  would  not  rather  live 
the  feast  out  before  he  journalizes,  criticizes, 
speculates  about  it,  or  snatches  time  from  it  to 
note  down  how  good  it  is  ? 

But  Grisi  and  Mario  in  Boston  open  a  new 
chapter  and  a  somewhat  new  te.xt.  Let  us  say 
then  that  on  Monday  night  they  had  the  beautiful 
and  spacious  new  theatre  three-fourths  filled,  and 
on  Wednesday  night  quite  filled  with  the  most 
cultivated,  elegant,  encouraging,  responsive  au- 
dience which  any  feast  of  Art  or  Literature  has 
ever  drawn  together  in  our  city ;  that  they  were 
evidently  well-pleased  with  their  audience,  and 
felt  well,  and  went  to  work  joyfully  to  do  their 
best,  and  so  did  achieve  a  really  great  triumph  in 
the  first  play,  but  a  much  greater  in  the  second, 
waking  old  echoes  of  enthusiasm  such  as  have  not 
been  heard  here  for  some  time. 

Report  has  not  belied  the  powers  of  these 
great  artists.  Both  the  positive  and  the  negative 
sides  of  the  report  were  found  true.  It  is  true 
that  Grisi's  voice  is  not  a  little  worn,  disappoint- 
ing at  first  by  its  hardness  and  thinness  in  some 
notes  ;  it  is  true  that  she  screams  sometimes  on  a 
high  note,  so  that  her  best  tragic  passion  is  not 
always  altogether  musical ;   it  is   true    that  she 
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sang  Elvira's  gay  and  florid  wedding  polaacca: 
Son  virgin  vezzosa  indifierently,  compared  with 
Bosio  and  several  other  singers  we  have  heard ; 
that  such  early  signs  of  the  decay  of  vocal  beauty 
betray  some  defect  in  method  or  culture ;  that 
decidedly  the  first  impressions  were,  on  Monday 
night:  It  is  not  then  as  a  singer  or  possessor  of 
a  voice  that  she  is  really  great ;  we  have  heard 
s-weeter,  larger,  fresher,  more  expressive  voices, 
greater  delicac)',  and  greater  bravura  in  the  way 
of  execution.  It  is  true,  too,  that  she  had  grown 
large,  and  showed  not  all  that  charm  of  person 
or  of  action  we  had  read  of  for  some  time ;  that 
she  had  not  th-e  air  of  maidenly  innocence  and 
playfulness  belonging  to  the  character  of  Elvira. 
Yet  in  singing  and  in  acting  there  were  gleams 
continually  of  the  true  power.  The  tradition 
brightened  into  life  and  grew  upon  you  more  and 
more  real  as  she  went  on.  The  face,  indifferent 
at  first,  and  the  whole  form,  so  qoieenly  and  so 
classic,  were  beautiful  and  eloquent,  so  soon  as  lit 
up  by  any  dramatic  emotion.  Some  of  those 
attitudes  and  gestures,  that  Juno  carriage  of  the 
head  so  proudly  set  upon  the  shoulders,  made 
ideal  by  the  spell  of  acting  and  of  music,  gave 
one  a  pleasure  like  that  of  beholding  illuminated 
statuary. 

And  it  was  not  so  much  by  striking  points,  or 
bursts  of  passion,  as  by  a  pervading,  quiet  unity 
of  dramatic  rmpersonation,  using  the  voice  and 
music  as  the  exponent  and  vehicle  of  character 
and  passion,  that  she  gradually  convinced  us  all 
that  she  was  Grisi,  the  world's  last  great  imper- 
sonation of  the  genius  of  lyric  drama.  A  great 
singer  she  surely  rs,  (witness  her  rendering  of 
Qui  la  voce,  and  of  the  final  cavatina  in  Lua-ezia 
Borgia,")  though  by  no  means  so  great  as  Lind  or 
Sontag ;  but  her  singing  is  but  secondary  to  her 
acting.  We  should  surmise  too  that  her  lyric 
genius — for  we  will  call  it  genius,  although  it  may 
have  only  simple  passion  for  its  basis,  and  may  not 
be  of  the  most  intellectual,  imaginative  or  spir- 
itual kind — had  its  whole  sphere  within  the  limits 
of  the  passionate  Italian  opera  music  and  craves 
no  further  expression.  Whether  this  be  the 
highest  kind  of  power  we  will  not  here  discuss. 
We  might  add  that  strongly  as  Grisi  has  identi- 
fied herself  with  the  stern  lioness  kind  of  passion, 
of  badgered  Lucrezias  and  vengeful  Normas, 
nothing  could  be  much  truer  or  finer  than  the 
music  of  her  acting  or  the  acting  of  her  music, 
in  those  tender  love  passages  in  the  last  part  of 
/  Puritani,  which  she  sang  with  Mario,— her 
Mario.  Elvira's  derangement  too  was  finely  rep- 
resented ;  how  admirable  that  bewildered  look, 
where  she  seems  half  insane  and  wandering,  and 
balf  appears  to  realize  that  danger  awaits  her 
lover,  whom  otherwise  she  does  not  recognize, 
though  at  her  side  ! 

But  Mario  !  the  handsome,  the  gentlemanly, 
the  graceful — particularly  so  in  those  picturesque 
Charles  II.  costumes.  With  him  it  was  the  voice, 
the  singer  rather  than  the  actor,  that  enchanted. 
So  sweet,  so  pure,  so  flexible,  so  exquisite  a  tenor 
voice  we  certainly  have  never  heard.  A  slight 
huskiness,  now  and  then,  showed  only  the  extreme 
sensitiveness  of  so  fine  and  choice  an  organ.  In 
the  opening  of  the  famous  quartet :  A  te,  o  cara, 
(certainly  one  of  the  most  beautiful  concerted 
pieces  that  Bellini  has  written)  the  smoothness 
and  finish  of  his  execution,  the  light  and  shade 
and  delicate  pathos,  as  well  as  the  fresh,  elastic 
quality  of  his  silvery   tones,  held  every  listening 


sense  in  exquisite  suspense.  The  troubadour 
romanza,  too,  in  the  last  act,  and  the  duets  with 
Grisi,  were  sung  to  inimitable  perfection.  His 
tenor,  to  be  sure,  is  generally  of  a  light  quality; 
there  was  perhaps  more  of  the  rough  golden  ore 
of  a  large  manly  tenor  in  robust  Benedetti,  who 
had  more  genius  than  art,  and  would  abuse  the 
priceless  treasure  of  his  voice.  But  Mario's  tenor 
is  sweetness  and  tenderness  itself;  beautiful  in  all 
its  extraordinary  compass.  Those  remarkable 
falsetto  tones,  to-  be  sure,  were  less  agreeable,  and 
had  not  a  manly  sound;  but  now  and  then  he 
gave  an  outburst  of  strong,  rich  chest  voice,  quite 
in  his  highest  register,  which  must  have  gone  to 
the  right  spot  with  every  one. 

Sig.  Badiali  was  welcomed  back  with  great 
enthusiasm,  and  in  the  character  of  Riccardo,  one 
that  gives  fine  scope  for  his  powers,  showed  that 
his  ripe  baritone  was  rich  and  large  and  glorious  as 
ever,  and  that  he  was  the  same  capital  artist  both 
m  singing  and  in  acting.  He  is  a  host  in  himself, 
and  he  fairfy  shared  the  triumphs  of  that  evening 
with  the  new  stars.  Sig.  SusiNl,  of  whom  we 
had  heard  so  much  in  New  York,  proved  a  noble 
match  for  him.  His  bass  is  of  a  very  solid,  telling 
character,  and  he  uses  it  like  a  true  artist,  always 
faithful  to  the  requirements  of  his  part.  In  the 
choruses,  which  were  quite  well  sung,  especially 
the  male  choruses,  one  was  pleased  to  recognize 
so  many  of  the  old  faces  that  have  figured  here 
in  every  chorus  since  Italian  opera  was  first  im- 
ported. The  orchestra,  too,  under  Sig.  Arditi, 
compares  well  with  operatic  orchestras  hereto- 
fore. 

But  the  Lucrezia  Borgia,  on  Wednesday  night, 
was  a  far  greater  pei-formance,  at  least  on  the 
part  of  Grisi.  The  character  was  more  suited  to 
her.  Her  acting  from  beginning  to  end  was  su- 
perb, and  in  the  great  passages, — where  she  is 
insulted  by  the  maskers,  in  the  Trio  scene,  and  in 
the  death  scene  of  Gennaro,  her  impersonation 
was  beyond  anything  that  we  had  witnessed.  Then 
one  realized  the  true  power  of  the  Grisi.  We 
know  not  how  to  imagine  that  her  Norma  could 
be  finer.  Mario  was  scarcely  in  so  good  voice 
as  the  first  night,  yet  his  Di  Pescator  was  exquis- 
itely beautiful,  as  was  his  portion  of  the  Trio, 
and  the  difficult  aria  which  he  introduced  in  place 
of  the  usual  chorus  at  the  beginning  of  the  third 
act.  Once  in  essaying  a  high  falsetto  note  his 
voice  betrayed  him ;  but  the  artistic  tact  with 
which  he  recovered  himself  was  better  than  the 
missing  note  itself.  He  displayed  more  powers 
of  acting  this  time,  even  to  counterfeiting  the 
convulsive  death  of  the  poisoned  with  a  truth 
too  literal  perhaps  for  Art. 

SusiNi  made  a  very  imposing  Duke  Alfonso. 
He  sang  his  first  solo,  the  street  scene,  admirably  ; 
but  now  and  then  the  satisfactory  richness  and 
volume  of  his  voice  were  marred  by  a  slight  un- 
certainty of  pitch.  Signorina  Donovani,  for 
whom  indulgence  was  claimed  on  the  score  of 
illness,  nevertheless  sustained  the  part  of  Mafifeo 
Orsini  respectably,  and  used  her  very  good  con- 
tralto with  considerable  skill  and  taste.  Yet  of 
course  many  of  the  most  dramatic  scenes  of  this 
opera  suffered  for  the  want  of  a  Maffeo  who  was 
all  himself  The  audience,  by  far  the  largest  and 
most  brilliant  we  have  ever  seen  at  any  opera, 
together  with  the  house  itself  and  the  fine  scenery 
and  stage-appointments,  composed  a  spectacle 
worth  something  to  behold ;  and  it  became  most 


animating,  as  the  enthusiasm  kindled  and  grew  to 
the  highest  pitcij. 

The  first  operatic  week  concludes  this  after- 
noon with  Rossini's  immortal  "  Barber."  We 
know  what  Badiali  is  as  Figaro.  Think  of 
Mario  as  Count  Almaviva,  and  Grisi  as  Rosina ! 
La  Favorita  was  played  last  night.  Next  week 
we  have  Norma,  Favorita  again,  and  Don  Pas- 
quale. 

Shall  we  have  more  ?  We  are  authorized 
to  state  that,  should  the  present  patronage  of  the 
Opera  continue  through  next  week,  it  will  be  in 
Mr.  Hackett's  power  to  give  us  Grisi  and  Ma- 
rio for  two  weeks  longer.  It  is  certain  that  they 
will  sail  in  the  Atlantic  on  the  21st  of  February, 
and  consequently  but  a  month  remains.  Three 
last  nights  will  be  given  in  New  York  at  all  events; 
and  it  depends  upon  our  opera-going  public 
whether  New  York  or  Boston  shall  have  the 
six  nights  of  the  fortnight  that  precedes. 

Should  they  remain  with  us,  they  will  perform 
Don  Giovanni,  Semiramide  (entire),  and  other 
good  things.  Will  it  not  be  a  treat  to  hear  Mario's 
11  mio  tesoro  ?  Susini  is  said  to  be  an  inimitable 
Leporello.  With  the  prospect  of  such  music, 
who  will  not  eagerly  secure  the  last  chance  of 
hearing  the  two  greatest  artists  now  remaining  on 
the  Italian  Operatic  stage  ? 


The  Orchestral  Union  Concert  on  Wed- 
nesday afternoon,  as  usual,  provoked  a  storm,  in 
spite  of  which  a  goodly  audience  was  drawn  to- 
gether, giving  evidence  that  a  fair  day  would 
have  shown  a  well-filled  hall — such  an  audience 
as  the  Gerraanians  were  wont  to  play  before — 
such  as  the  Orchestral  Union  should  have  and  in 
the  end,  will  have.  The  staple  of  this  Concert 
was  Beethoven's  First  Symphony,  written  long 
before  he  became  entirely  Beethoven,  on  the 
model  of  the  works  of  his  predecessors,  yet  scin- 
tillating here  and  there  with  bright  sparks  of  the 
genius  of  the  full  grown  giant  of  after  years.  This 
is  less  familiar  to  us  than  any  of  the  other  sym- 
phonies, having  been  only  two  or  three  times 
performed  here.  It  was  given  with  good  effect, 
and  its  repetition  will  evidently  be  most  accept- 
able to  the  audience.  The  Adagio  from  Mendels- 
sohn's "  Song  of  Praise,"  and  the  overture  to 
"  Semiramide,"  made  up  the  remainder  of  the 
solid  part  of  the  programme,  both  giving  samples 
of  the  playing  of  the  brass  side  of  the  orchestra, 
the  horns — such  horns  as  we  have  never  had  be- 
fore— executing  most  perfectly  the  opening  theme 
of  the  overture.  Messrs.  Heinicke  and  Pinter 
pleased  the  ears  of  those  who  will  have  a  song 
without  words,  by  their  performance  of  the  vene- 
rable duet  from  Norma,  and  the  third  head  of  the 
musical  Cerberus  was  indulged  with  its  appro- 
priate sop  in  a  set  of  sparkling  waltzes  by  Lanner. 
May  fairer  skies  smile  on  their  future  efforts,  and 
fuller  houses  give  them  a  substantial  reward. 


Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. — The  fifth 
concert  derived  unusual  interest  from  the  fine 
piano-playing  of  Mr.  J.  Trenkle,  as  well  as 
from  the  pure  and  solid  quality  of  the  programme. 
It  consisted  of  just  four  pieces,  which  were  well 
contrasted.  Mozart's  second  Quartet,  in  D 
minor,  for  strings,  was  delightful,  and  as  a  compo- 
sition really  seemed  to  justify  the  high  claims 
which  M.  OuLiBiCHEFF  makes  for  his  hero  (al- 
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thouiih  Tve  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  endorse  all 
that  instructive  and  able  writer  says  about  Beet- 
hoven, as  compared  with  Mozart,  in  the  chapter 
translated  on  our  first  page  this  week.)  Yet  from 
reading  his  theory  of  the  Quartet,  every  one  must 
have  heard  this  one  of  Mozart's  with  a  keener 
relish  and  a  better  understanding.  It  was  very 
nicely  played. 

Beetuoven's  Sonata  for  piano  and  violoncello 
(in  A,  op.  69)  was  finely  rendered  by  Messrs. 
Teenkle  and  Wulf  Fries.  But  the  crown 
of  the  evening  was  the  B  flat  Trio,  of  the  same 
composer,  the  difliculties  of  which  were  mastered 
by  Mr.  Trenkle  in  a  most  acceptable  manner, 
even  after  th«  memorable  renderings  of  Dresel 
and  of  Jaell  ;  in  execution  and  in  taste  Mr.  T.'s 
performance  fell  not  so  very  far  short  of  that  of 
the  latter,  though  in  fire  and  and  poetry  it  would 
be  idle  to  compare  it  with  that  of  the  former. 

An  Adagio  and  Scherzo  from  the  sixth  Quintet 
by  Spohr,  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  works  that 
we  remember  by  that  composer,  opened  the  sec- 
ond part,  before  the  Trio. 


Charity  Concerts. — A  correspondent  of  the 
Eveninff  Transcript  makes  a  timely  proposition 
suggested  by  the  accounts  of  a  concert  given  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  in  New  York,  that  the 
musical  societies  of  Boston  should  unite,  for  once, 
their  resources,  for  so  good  an  object.  The  sug- 
gestion is  a  good  one  and  should  meet  with  a 
prompt  and  cordial  response,  as  "vve  doubt  not  that 
it  will. 

%      M       » , 

A  Chance  for  American  Lyrico-Dramatic 
Genius. — The  new  Academy  of  Music  in  New  York, 
which  has  hitherto  been  but  a  splendid  theatre  for  the 
exhibition  of  costly  exotics  in  the  way  of  opera,  is  about 
assuming  the  function  of  a  public  teacher,  or  veritable 
academy,  on  the  strength  of  which  it  was  incorporated, 
and  for  its  cool  ignoring  of  which  it  has  been  much  taken 
to  task  by  plain-spoken  critics  like  Mr.  Fry  of  the  Tri- 
bune, and  others.  There  was  truth  in  the  report  we 
published,  among  other  flying  opera  rumors,  that  Ole 
Boll,  with  Strakosch  and  I\Iaketzek,  had  become 
the  lessee  and  manager.  English,  French  and  German 
opera,  we  learn,  are  contemplated,  as  well  as  Italian; 
a  "  Carnival  Season "(!)  of  which  is  to  commence  with 
"William  Tell,"  some  time  in  February.  Prizes  are 
offered  for  native  American  operas,  and  theConservatorio 
is  actually  promised  for  next  autumn.  All  this  is  beat 
explained  in  the  following. official  announcement  in  the 
New  York  papers,  to  which  we  hereby  give  the  benefit 
of  a  gratuitous  advertisement : 

ACADEMY    OF    MUSIC, 

FOUIITEEMH   STREET. 

PRIZE    OP    ONE    THOUSAND    DOLLARS! 

TO  AMEltlOAN  COMPOSERS.  —  The  undersignecl.  I.*ssee 
and  JhiDigtr  of  the  Academy  of  Music,  de.^iring  to  oiirry  out 
both  the  letroi'  and  the  ppirit  of  the  Charter  granted  by  the 
Stare  Li'y;isl;ifure  to  the  above  estiiblishment,  hiis  dcfermincd, 
as  far  as  it  is  in  his  power,  to  make  the  A'lidemy  of  Music  not 
only  tht;  homo  of  retiiied  and  inteHer.ruiil  iunu-sement,  where uU 
cliisscs  of  our  titizuns  may  resort  with  coaifort,  but  also  an 
ACAi'EMY  IN  HEAUTy,  whone  princjpiil  objtxt  shall  be  the  en- 
countgeiient,  the  development,  and  the  elevation  of 
AMERICAN  AK'"  AND  ARTLSTS. 

A  General  cliange  in  the  uiude  of  managing  this  establish- 
ment will  nuce>sarily  tnke  place,  and  all  the  efforts  of  the  new 
Direction  will  teud  toward  the  final  realizjitiou  of  the  above- 
menri  ned  object. 

]n  furthciMiH-e  of  this  object,  and  as  an  earnest  of  the  sin- 
ceriry  of  hi.s  intentions,  among  otbor  imporUtnt  ro.solutinns 
adopted  and  to  bo  hereafter  published,  the  Manager  takes 
plua:-uie  iu  announciuu  that  it  ha~s  been  decided  to  offer  for 
honoiattle  competition, 

A  PKIZK  OF  ONE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS 
for  the  best  original  Grand  Opera  by  an  American  Composer, 
and  upon  aurrictly  American  subject. 

The  National  History  of  America  U  rich  in  themes  both  for 
the  puet  and  the  musician,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  offer  will 
briiigTo  ligiit  the  musical  talent  now  latent  in  our  country, 
wbii-h  only  needs  a  favorable  opportunity  for  its  development. 

CONIilTIONS    OF    COMPETITION. 

All  Ojieraa  intended  for  competition  must  consist  of  at  least 

THREE    ACTH,  but  mUSt  UOt  CXCecd   FOUR   ACTS. 

A  full  f-core,  clearly  written,  together  with  a  book  of  the 
Lilirci.rn,  in  the  language  of  the  eoumry,  must  be  aent,  ad- 
dierM'd  to  I  he  undersigned,  with  a  sealed  letter,  containing 
th''  imnics  (if  the  compoyer  and  the  poet,  btifore  the  Ist  day  of 
AugUMt,  1856. 


The  successful  composer  of  the  Prize  Opera  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  rerain  the  copyright,  and  every  other  profit  he  can 
derive  from  his  wrk.  the  Academy  onlv  claiming  the  f(>}e 
right  of  public  performance  in  consideration  of  the  payment 
of  the  prize. 

The  Opera  which  shall  be  prnnnunred  SECONn  best  by  the 
appointed  Judges,  shall  be  entitled  to  performance  at  the 
Academy,  the  composer  having;  the  privilege  to  claim  such 
pcrfbrmantre  as  a  r\iiht,  or  to  refuse  it. 

Ttie  names  of  the  Jurlgcs,  the  tn^de  of  proceeding,  and  all 
the  necessary  details,  will  be  announced  hereafter 

The  advanced  period  of  the  musical  season  renders  it  impo.s- 
eible  to  commence  the  operations  at  the  Acndemy  of  ^^Ui'i^!  as 
an  Academy  or  ConRervfit.orio  until  the  Autumn  of  1S55,  The 
conditions  of  scholarship  and  the  course  of  musical  professional 
educutinn  will  be  announced  e:trly  in  the  Spvins 

The  Manager  has  the  honor  to  announce  to  the  public  at 
large  that  the 

CARNIVAL  SEASON  OF  OPERA 
will  commence  at  the  Arademy  of  Music  about  the  second 
week  of  February,  1855,  when  he  trusts  that  the  new  and  hiil- 
liant  features  of  attraction,  and  the  perfeet  appointments*  of 
every  department,  together  with  the  confVirmity  of  prires  to 
the  popular  wish  and  expectation,  will  insure  the  snci-ess  of  an 
undertaking  conceived  in  the  desire  to  establish  a  National 
Musical  Institute,  and  to  ex.ilt  Art  among  the  people 

OLE  BULL,  Lessee  and  Manager. 

That  Ole  Bull   possesses   managerial    capacity,   was 

proved  by  the  energy  with  which  lie  built  up  a  national 

opera   in  Stockholm;  and   his  generous  enthusiasm  for 

Art,  in  a  wide  range  of  styles  and  schools,  may  be  quite 

as  well  turned   to  account  in   this  way  as  in   charming 

semi-civilized  ears  with  •' Yankee  Doodle"  variations  on 

his  violin.    We  rejoice  too  that  American  operatic  talent, 

if  there  be  such,  is  to  have  encouragement  and  stimulus 

to  create  out  of  its   own   original  tendencies.     But  why 

stipulate  that  the  subject  shall  be  American  ?     Can  not 

a  work  breathe  an  American   spirit,  whatever   he   the 

scene  of  it  ?     Not  so  have  the  existing  nationalities  in 

lyric  drama  been  achieved.     Are  the  scenes  of  all,  or 

most  of  the  Italian   operas  located   in  Italy,  or  of  the 

German  operas  in  Germany  ?     And  (as  the  critic  of  the 

Courier  and  Enquirer,  who  is  '*  Shakspeare's  Scholar," 

well  asks,)  do  all  Shakspeare's  plays  have  their  scene  in 

England  ? 


A  communication  from  Messrs.  Wm.  Hall  and 
Son,  music-publishers  in  New  York,  setting  forth  the 
merits  of  their  side  of  the  controversy  referred 
to  in  our  last,  has  been  received  too  late  for  in- 
sertion this  week.     It  shall  have  place  in  our  next. 

Mile.  De  Lamotte's  third  concert,  announced  for 
next  Thursday  evening,  offers  uncommon  attractions. 
Two  excellent  singers  (Mrs.  Wentwortu  and  Mr. 
MiLLAKD^,  besides  the  Mendelssohn  Quintette 
Cldb,  in  addition  to  her  own  brilliant  pianism.  Some 
excellent  pieces  are  specified  in  the  announcement. 
See  below. 

Miss  Henslet!,  of  Boston,  makes  her  first  appear- 
ance at  La  Scala,  in  Milan,  on  the  2Slh  of  December, 
in  either  the  i^onnamhula  or  Linda.  The  prospects 
continue  to  be,  as  I  have  always  represented  them, 
brilliant  Her  voice  goes  on  improving,  and  her 
powers  of  execution  seem  to  expand  inimitably,  under 
her  excellent  tuition  and  her  own  conscientious  prac- 
tice. At  a  private  party  given  lately  near  Corao,  she 
was  asked  to  sing,  and  encore  followed  encore,  till  she 
had  sung  eleven  times.  There  is  great  curiosity  and 
impatience  felt  in  Milan  for  her  debut,  as  she  is  quite 
extensively  known  as  i" Americana — the  salary  she  is 
to  receive  being  unusually  high  for  a  debutante,  and 
the  musical  authorities  of  the  city  having  spread  favor- 
able accounts  of  her  abilities. — Cor.  N.  Y.   Times. 

To  our  readers  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  we  can  cordially 
commend  the  series  of  conerts  to  be  given  there  by  Mr. 
Ahnkr,  of  the  late  Germania  Musical  Society,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club, 
and  Mr.  Weise,  of  whom  we  hear  excellent  report  as  a 
classical  pianist.  The  programme  will  include  Quartets. 
Trios,  &c.  by  Beethoven  and  other  masters,  with  lighter 
varieties,  both  solo  and  concerted. 

[13=  A  slight  illness  of  tlie  editor,  occarring  on  the  im- 
portant dny  of  going  to  press,  has  not  only  excluded  sev- 
eral matters  which  should  have  gone  into  this  number, 
but  has  also  delayed  the  paper  beyond  the  usual  mailing 
time.  We  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  our  out-of-town 
subscribers  for  this  once. 

^tnjectiscments. 


THOITIAS    KYAX, 
TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

EESIDJSNCE,  19  FRANKLIN  STREET. 


BOSTON"    THEATRE. 

EXTRA     PERFORMANCE     OF 
aniSI    AND    MARIO. 

THIS  (SATURDAY)  AFTERNOON,  .Tarmary  20th,  will  be 
pprformetl,  by  piirticular  depire,  ROSSINI'S  celebrated  Comic 
Oper.'i. 

IL  BARBIERE  DI   SEVIGLIA, 

(THE   BARBER  OF  SEVILLE,) 

Principal  characters  by  Madame  GRTST,  Signers  MAKIO, 
BADTALI  and  SUSINI. 

TickptR  S2.     Amphitheatre  75  cents. 

Ptiice?  may  he  secured  at  WADE'S  Music  Store,  No.  197 
AVashinirton  street,  and  at  the  Theatre. 

Doors  open  at  2ja  P.  M.    Performaince  commences  at  3. 

BOSTON"    THEATRE. 

SECOND     AND     LAST    WEEK    OF 
ORISI    AND    MARIO. 

The  following  Operas  will  be  performed : 

MONDAY,  January  22, NORMA. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  24, LA  FAVORITA. 

FRIDAY,  January  26, DON  PASQDALE. 

Places  for  all  or  cither  of  the  above  representations,  may  be 
procured  >  t  WADE'S,  197  Washington  street. 

MLLE.    GABKIELLE   DE  LAMOTTE'S 

LAST  GRAND  CONCERT  BUT  ONE, 

Will  take  place  on  THURSDAY  EVENING,  Jan.  25,  at  the 

J^fssvs.  CTljickcrinrE's  .SalooiT,  fHasonic  STfuipIe, 

On  which  occasion  she  will  be  assisted  hy 

Mrs.  E   A.  WENTWOUTH  and  Mr.  S.  HARKISON  MILLARD, 

Vocalists,  and  the  MENDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB. 

Mile    Gabrielle  De  Lamotte  will  play  : 

Ckincerto  for  Pinno-forte  in  C  minor,  op.  37, Beethoven. 

AndaTite  Rondo  C;ipiicciosa,  Piano-forfe  solo,. . .  .Mendelssohn. 
Illusfratlons  of  the  Prophet :  "  The  Skaters," Liszt. 

Mrs.  Wenfworth  and  Mr.  Millard  will  sing  a  Duet  by  Rossini, 
and  Solos  by  Schuhert  and  Verdi.  The  Quintette  Club  will 
play  pieces  by  Mozart,  Haydn,  and  Meyerbeer. 

ff^To  commence  at  1%  o'clock,  precisely. 

O^Tickets  to  be  had  at  all  the  principal  music  Btores,  and 
at  the  door  on  the  evening  of  the  concert. 

Mile-  Gabrielle  De  L'imotte  jiives  instruction  on  the  Piano- 
forte, and  may  be  addressed  at  55  Hancock  street. 

AFTERNOON  CONCERTS. 
THE     ORCHESTRAL     UNION, 

AT  THE 

BOSTON   3XCUSI0   HALL. 

Every  Wednesday,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

And  continue  through  the  season. 
CARIi   ZERRAHN Conductor* 

Single  tickets,  25  cts  ;  Packages  of  6  tickets,  $1 :  for  sale  at 
the  music  stores  and  at  the  door  Nov  23 

NO.  3  LA  GRANGE  PLACE,  BOSTON. 

Having  resided  thirteen  years  in  Europe  with  a  view  of  adap- 
ting the  Italian  style  of  Singing  to  the  English  voice,  and  of 
remedying  iceakness  of  the  voice,  and  thoroughly  correcting 
harsh,  guttural,  nasal,  or  other  unpleasant  peculiarities,  pro- 
poses to  give  lessons  on  the  Voice,  and  in  Singing,  in  the  Italian 
French,  and  English  Languages. 

Many  who  have  spent  years  of  severe  study  to  attain  musical 
excellence,  after  struggling  to  conquer  some  guttural,  nasal,  or 
other  unplex<!ant  mannerism,  abandon  the  pursuit  from  the  bs- 
lief  that  they  are  afilicred  with  a  natvral  defectiveness  ;  when, 
with  a  fractional  part  of  the  application  which  they  bestow  on 
the  other  branches  of  their  musical  education,  and  with  much 
less  physical  effort  (if  properly  directed)  than  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  use,  their  voices  might  be  rendered  comparative- 
ly beautiful. 

To  singers  of  eminence  he  would  say,  with  a  just  appreciation 
of  their  high  attainments,  that  a  hn^f  practical  examination  of 
his  system  will  ronvince  the  most  sceptical,  that  he  can  afford 
them  such  assistance  in  beautifying  the  voice,  as  might  delight 
the  most  fastidious. 

"  Reing  acquainted  with  the  course  of  vocal  discipline  pursued 
by  Mr.  W.  J.  Parkerson  in  forming  and  developing  the  voice, 
I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  niy  testimony  to  its  excellence  ;  l>e- 
lieving  it  to  be  far  preferable  to  any  other  method  known  to  me. 

GEO.  J.  WEBB. 

Boston,  Oct.  7, 1854." 

[C7"  Terms,  $50  per  quarter. 

FRENCH  LANGUAGE. 

Mr.  DE  liAMOTTE,  from  Paris,  begs  leave  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion to  pupils  in  clashes,  or  private  lessons,  during  the  ensuing 
winter,  uud  wilt  be  happy  to  receive  applicatious  at  55  Hancock 
street.  0  21    3m 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF   MUSIC. 


YOUNG  USES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Rooms  in  connection  with  Mr.  E.  A.  Beaman's  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No,  23  Temple  Place. 

E.  R.  BLAKCHARD,  Teacher. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

RESIDENCE,  24  -.VEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  desi^ijed  for  all  who  wi^h  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  nad  mu.sic  readily  at  sight,  and  is  partioul;irIy  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
Btvuction,  from  thp  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  with  first  pkikciples  an.d  pro- 
ceeding upwards,  by  regular  and  successive  steps,  tlie  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  difficult  classical  compositioks  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  which  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  M'ebb  &  Co,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  Blanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instruction  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Younj  Ladies'  Vocal  Music  School,we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,        Geo.  J.  Webb,  F.  F-  Mcller, 

Geo.  F,  Root,  B.  F,  Bakeb. 

Sept  30  tf 

ADOLPH    KIEIi.BLOCK, 

tJjiUed  States  Hotel.  Dec  30 


CONCERT    HALL, 

CORNER  OF  EUCLID  STREET  AND  PUBLIC  SQUARE, 
Cle-relaud,  Ohio. 

This  new  and  elegant  hall,  designed  expressly  for  concerts 
and  lectures,  is  now  open  for  artists  and  others  intending  to 
give  entertainments  in  Cleveland. 

The  hallis  well  lighted,  handsomely  frescoed  and  decorated, 
and  will  seat  comfortably  1200  persons.  Its  central  location 
renders  it  the  most  desirable  of  any  in  the  city. 

For  terms,  etc.,  apply  to  HOLBROOK  &  LONG, 

Piano-Forte  Dealers,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

A  CARD. Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  tofurni.sh  music  (duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 

SIGNOR  AUGUSTO  BENDEIiART,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  olTered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  ^reat 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augdsto  Bendelari,  at  the 
AVinthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

REPEREXCES. 


Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop, 
Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq. 
"Sept  9 


Samuel  G-  Ward,  Esq. 
John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 


ME.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc-- 
tion  in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  Isfc. 

References — R.  E.  Apthorp,  C.C.Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight, Esqs. 
Sept  23  tf. 


E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEAClSlEa  OF  THE.  PliViSO  AAl>  SlT«ti\lNG. 

Kesidence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference^  Geo.  J.  AVebb,  Esq.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACMEK     ©F     MUSIC, 

265  'Wasliiiigtoii  Street,  Boston. 

CHICKERING   &    SONS, 

MANDFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


.    "WAKEKOOMS, 

TREMONT'    STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


WOW    BEADY: 
Third  and  Cheap  Edition  of  the 

MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PMO-FORTE, 

BY   NATHAN   RICHARDSON, 

Inasmuch  as  the  demand  for  a  cheaper  edition  of  this  In- 
struction Book  has  been  so  great,  particularly  among  Teachers, 
heads  of  Seminaries,  &e.,  the  publisher  has  been  induced  to 
issue  an  edition  containing  precisely  the  same  miatter,  but 
bound  in  a  plainer  style.  This  Method  is  more  complete  and 
systematic  than  any  other  published  in  this  country  or  Europe, 
and  is  now  the  cheapest.  It  is  recommended  by  all  the  lirst 
Teachers,  as  being  the  Tery  best. 

Price,  in  plain  binding S3,00 

In  the  original  style,  full  gilt ©4,00 

Copies  sent  hy  mail  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  on  the 
receipt  of  the  aboye  prices. 

PUBLISHED   AT   THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston,  by 
NATHAN  BICHARDSON. 

GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 
AND     MEUODEONS. 

No.  3    ■W^IKTEK    STREET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     rNSTRUMENTS 

WAEEANTED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Dec  9  3m 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANtrPACTXJRER  AND   DEALER  IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  344  ■Waslliligtoii  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  #  TO  LET. 

Qt.  ANDRE   &   CO.'S 

Jgtpot   of    ;i7otti5n    aitir    jSomtstu    ^usu, 

19  S.  NINTH  STREET,  ABOTE  CHESTNUT, 

(East  side,)  PHILADELPHIA. 

DtT^A  catalogue  of  oar  stock  of  Foreign  Music,  and  of  our 
own  Publications,  has  just  been  published.  Music  and  Music 
Books  imported  to  order,  as  heretofore,  from  Germany,  Italy, 
Prance  and  England. 

Mr.    J.  Q.   WETHERBEE, 

(BASSO  CANTANTE,) 
No.  18  TREMONT  TEMPI.E,   BOSTON. 


WILLIAM   BERGER, 
Pnblislier  and  Importer  of  Music, 

No.  82  West  4th  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MUSIC,   for  sale  at   Eastern   prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  publiphed.    A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
0="  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aug26 


TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  he  addressed  at  Mr   0.  DITSON'S,  115  W.Tshington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  RICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

KR.  S.  HARRISON  MILLARD, 

Begs  to  inform  the  musical  public  of  Boston  that  he  is  now 

prepared  to  receive  pupils  in 

Italian  and  English  Vocalization. 

Classes  will  be  formed  on  the  principle  of  the  Conservatoire 
A  Paris. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  English  Oratorio  singing. 

Classes  for  the  study  of  the  Italian  language  will  also  be 
formed. 

Residence,  ft  Tyler  Street. 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-FORTE,  and  in  the  Theory  of  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  mu.sic 
stores.  Sept  16 


MANUF.\CTCRED  ET 

MASON     &,     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musffal  puljlic  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  as.  We  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essectial  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Finish. 
Our  prices  vary  from  S60  to  S175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Ehadeurt,  George  F,  Hoot,  L.  II-  Sodthabd, 
Edwin  Bruce,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

O^The  opinions  of  the  above  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

HENRY  MASON.      \  MASON  &>  HAMI.I1V, 

EMMONS  HAMLIN.  J  Cambridge  St.  {cor.  of  Ckajles^)  Boston^  ISIs. 

Oct  28    6m  {Directly  in  front  of  the  Jail. j 

CARL    GARTNER, 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 

May  be  found  at  No.  20  Dover  Street,  every  forenoon  between 
9  and  10.  Oc  14 

LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELLO. 
HENRI  JTTNGNICKEL 

Will  receive  pupils  on  the  Violoncello.    Address  at  his  resi- 
dence, No.  67  Warren  Street.  Oc  14 

HEWS'    PATENT 
AMERICANACTION  PIANOFORTE. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
used  the  greatly  improved  ACTION  PIANO,  commending  it 
in  high  +erms.  The  attention  of  purchafers  and  amateurs  of 
Music  to  an  examination  of  its  superiority,  is  solicited. 

GEO.  HEWS,  365  WaskiTtglim  St.,  Boston. 

MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 

PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MOaiC-ROOM,  No.  17  Grav's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 
and  Summer  Streets. 
Bsferences. 
Mes.srs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Punchard,  Boston, 
Messrs.  George  Peabodt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 

PIANIST  AND   TEACHER   OF  MUSIC, 

OFFEKS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co-  17  Tremont  Row. 

Keferences  :— Mrs.  C.  W.  Lorlng,  33  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

CARL    ZERRAHN, 

Coudiictor  of  the   Haiidel  &  Haydn   Society, 

Conductor  of  the  OrcJiestral  TTnion,  and 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  his  OFFICE  in  E.  H.  Wade's  music  store, 
or  at  his  residence,  U.  S.  Hotel.  Dec  23    6t 

PRINCE  &  CO.'S  JSLODEONS, 

OF  every  variety,  from  $45  to  $?loO,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Piinee  &  Co. 


Sept.  2  ' 


a.    p.   REED   &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sole  Agents  for  Prince  ^  Co.^s  Melodeojis. 


ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 
TEACHER    OF    THE    PIANO-FORTE. 

Resldeuce,    84    Pllickney    Street. 

Sept  16  tf 

ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OP   THE  PIAIfO-FOETE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Reed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Ro.tbury.  Sept  9 

H.    S.    CUTL.ER, 

©rganJ^l    anS    @ifacl)cr    oJ    |!^usir, 

MUSIC  room"  UNDER  CHURCH  OF  THE  ADVENT. 

Terms  S30.— Address  care  of  Nathan  Richardson,  iS2  Wash- 
ington St.  Sept  9  tf 

J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence  IVo.  56  Kneelaud  Street. 
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ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  MUBIO,  but  with 
glances  at  the  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  I;iterature  ; 
including,  from  time  to  time, — 1.  Critical  Reviews  of  Concerts, 
Oratorios,  Operas ;  with  timely  Analyses  of  the  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  Music  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  significant  Musical  News  from  all  parts ;  gathered  from 
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respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essays  on 
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Translated  for  this  Journal. 

The  Violin  Quartet. 

BY  A.  OnLIBICHEFF, 

[Concluded  from  last  week.] 

V.  Onslow,  &c. — Mozart's  Quartets  dedicated  to 
Haydn. 

If  men  like  Haydn  and  Beethoven,  peers 
of  Mozart,  have  not  always  been  found  blame- 
less, when  confronted  with  principles,  what  shall 
we  say,  or  rather  what  shall  the  principles  say  of 
some  of  the  most  celebrated  musicians,  who  are 
still  cultivating  this  branch  of  the  art?  There  is 
in  the  first  place  the  dramatic  Quartet,  in  which 
the  violin  sings  a  recitative,  which  is  so  expressive 
that  it  articulates,  speaks,  almost  narrates.  Ex- 
cellent in  fact ;   but  if  it  were  dehvered  by  a 


prima  donna,  one  would  understand  the  words 
still  better. 

Furthermore  we  find  the  Quintet  with  direct 
programme  :  "  Fever,  Delirium,  Convalescence, 
Complete  Recovery"  (Allegro,  Melancolico ; 
Scherzo,  Dolore ;  Andante,  Convalecenza;  Finale, 
Guarigione.')  You  might  call  a  council  of  physi- 
cians, and  they  would  all  strictly  according  to  rule 
recognize  in  it  all  the  symptoms  and  phases  of 
these  various  situations.  The  physicians  per- 
haps. Nevertheless  a  singer,  who  should  sing 
you  the  fever,  closely  wrapped  up  in  his  bedclothes, 
the  delirium  in  his  shirt  or  in  puris  naturalibus, 
the  convalescence  in  his  dressing  grown,  and  the 
recovery  in  a  ball  dress,  would  give  you  a  much 
clearer  bulletin  of  the  case. 

Then  there  is  the  Quatuor  hrillant,  without 
claim  to  scientific  treatment ;  a  solo  with  a  simple 
accompaniment.  With  this  our  principles  have 
nothing  to  do.  When  a  solo-ist  plays  in  a  small 
circle,  there  must  be  something,  in  the  want  of  an 
orchestra,  to  supply  him  with  the  chords,  whether 
it  be  three  instruments  of  the  violin  family  or  the 
piano-forte. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  find  the  Quatuor  hril- 
lant with  claim  to  scientific  treatment ;  that  is  to 
say,  a  leading  violin  part,  which  is  more  difficult 
than  you  find  it  in  a  Concerto,  overladen  with  chro- 
matic and  enharmonic  passages.  Two  kinds  of 
music  in  one  and  the  same  composition  !  that  is 
too  much  for  the  ear,  say  the  fundamental  rules. 
You  have  forgotten,  these  will  say  to  the  com- 
poser, that  the  contrapuntal  and  the  concertante 
styles  exclude  each  other  through  the  natural  an- 
tipathy which  springs  from  their  diametrically 
opposite  appeals.  The  one  achieves  its  success 
by  the  close  connection  and  interdependence  of 
the  voices ;  the  other  by  the  complete  isolation  of 
one  voice  among  the  four.  You  surely  have  be- 
gun with  writing  first  your  violino  prima,  and  in 
so  doing  have  conceived  as  a  melodist.  Then  as 
an  after-thought  it  has  occurred  to  you  to  bring  in 
science  also ;  you  have  rummaged  round,  after 
the  rules  of  musical  arithmetic,  for  such  settings 
and  such  imitations  as  might,  by  strict  procedure, 
be  introduced  into  the  other  voices;  and  since 
you  are  a  patient  reckoner,  your  task  has  finally 
succeeded.  But  permit  us  to  remark,  that  this 
is  seeking  with  malice  prepense  to  be  scientific. 
The  real  contrapuntists  do  not  compose  in  this 
way.  They  think  out  the  whole  at  once,  and 
work  with  inspiration  and  with  fire,  without  fetter- 
ing their  thoughts  beforehand  to  the  conditions  of 


virtuosity,  which  are  entirely  foreign  to  their  pur- 
pose. With  them  the  reckoning  goes  on  of  itself, 
without  their  thinking  of  it.  Your  reckoning,  on 
the  contrary,  is  the  result  of  anxious  gropings 
and  of  painful  midnight  labors.  It  is  quite  exact 
to  the  eyes,  for  the  rules  of  Harmony  possess 
extension,  and  paper,  as  they  say,  is  patient ;  but 
the  ear  is  the  court  of  true  appeal.  And  what 
comes  of  it  at  last  ?  A  seemingly  very  curious, 
but  in  fact  very  natural  result.  Namely  this : 
that  your  Quartet  played  by  the  first  violin  alone, 
frequently  produces  a  better  effect,  than  when  it 
is  played  by  four. 

The  conclusion  which  we  draw  from  the  above 
reasoning,  and  which  is  based  on  theory  and  eon- 
firmed  by  practice,  is,  that  the  two  branches  in 
the  musical  art  the  most  utterly  opposed  to  one 
another  are  the  Opera  and  the  worked  up  violin 
Quartet.  So  much  so,  that  the  moral  tempera- 
ment and  the  artistic  peculiarity,  which  claims  for 
itself  one  of  those  two  kinds,  seems  to  be  just  the 
absolute  negation  of  the  temperament  and  the 
artistic  peculiarity  of  the  other  kind.  But  was 
there  ever  a  more  tragic  musician  than  the  creator 
of  the  Idomeneo  1  Or  a  more  cheerful,  love- 
warm,  singable  musician  than  the  composer  of 
the  Enleoement  du  Serail  ?  Does  not  such  a  pal- 
pable vocation  for  works  of  the  theatre,  both 
serious  and  comic,  seem  to  exclude  all  other 
kinds  of  works  ?  Yet  it  is  this  very  composer 
again,  who  amongst  all  the  instrumentists  has 
raised  himself  to  the  highest  musical  abstraction ; 
who  has  most  strenuously  avoided  every  form  of 
vocal  melody  and  even  the  shadow  of  a  pro- 
gramme ;  who  has  most  successfully  resisted  the 
Opera,  that  is  to  say  himself,  in  that  he  more  than 
any  other  master  had  in  so  doing  to  renounce  the 
most  effective  means  of  dramatic  music  :  its  ve- 
hement passion,  its  recitative,  its  picturesque  de- 
scription, treatment,  singable  melody,  the  magic 
of  execution  and  all  the  results  calculated  upon 
the  power  of  euphonious  effect.  Here  as  every- 
where the  musician  can  be  explained  only  through 
the  man.  Did  not  Mozart,  the  gay  boon  compan- 
ion, possess  also  a  contemplative  spirit,  a  dreamy 
imagination  already  inclined  to  melancholy  ?  This 
poet-musician,  who  revealed  so  much  tragic  gran- 
deur m  the  choruses  in  Idomeneo  and  such  warmth 
of  passion  in  the  arias  of  Belmonte, — was  he  not 
quite  as  easily  drawn  into  the  most  compHcated 
musical  calculations  ?  did  not  all  the  contrasts  of 
human  nature  seem  to  meet  in  him  ? 

The  Quartets  dedicated  to  Haydn,  of  which  the 
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first  three  were  written  in  the  year  1783,  the 
fourth  in  1784  and  the  two  last  in  1785,  fix  de- 
cisiv-ely  the  beginning  of  Mozart's  classic  period 
in  the  twenty-seventh  year  of  his  life.  These 
masterpieces  of  instrumental  music  no  longer 
show,  like  his  preceding  operas,  that  mixture  of 
the  beautiful  and  the  mediocre,  nor  those  traces 
of  the  taste  of  the  day,  which  time  threatened  to 
cover  with  rust.  Nothing  in  the  Quartets  reveals 
the  date  of  their  composition  ;  everything  in  them 
is  and  ever  will  be  but  of  yesterday.  Criticism 
stands  unnerved  before  these  works,  in  which 
there  is  nothing  to  criticize,  while  their  character 
too  admits  of  no  positive  analysis.  I  might  in- 
deed get  over  the  difficulty,  were  it  my  duty  as  a 
penny-a-liner  in  some  musical  paper,  to  furnish  a 
detailed  report  upon  the  Quartets  of  Blozart. 
There  is  a  conventional  routine  by  which  such 
articles  are  manufactured.  They  give  the  key, 
the  tempo  and  the  rhythm ;  they  indicate  the 
Eesthetic  character  by  one  or  more  epithets  bor- 
rowed at  random,  if  the  language  do  not  itself 
offer  fitting  ones;  they  single  out  a  period  of 
the  melody,  a  passage  of  the  bass ;  furthermore, 
'  if  the  criticizing  master  makes  some  claims  to 
learning,  he  explains  the  kind  of  double  counter- 
point which  has  guided  the  connection  and  al- 
ternation of  the  themes  in  their  development ;  he 
points  out  the  suspicious  fifths,  the  hidden  oc- 
taves, the  ambiguous  accords  and  the  intervals 
■which  grow  uncertain  in  their  progression,,  &c., 
&c.  All  this  is  not  very  difficult ;  but  of 
what  profit  is  it  to  the  reader  V  what  does  it  tell 
him,  which  he  could  not  learn  as  well  or  better 
by  just  looking  through  the  notes  ?  what  commu- 
nion IS  there  between  the  grammatical  skeleton 
thus  shown  him  and  the  indwelling  spirit  of  the 
work  ?  It  is  as  if  one  in  estimating  a  poem  should 
limit  his  remarks  to  the  structure  of  the  verse, 
and  leave  aside  the  poet's  thoughts  and  purpose. 
In  many  cases  musical  criticism  could  not  do 
otherwise ;  it  is  reduced  to  choosing  between  these 
barren  analyses  and  utter  silence,  unless  it  will 
take  refuge  in  an  involved  style. 

We  open  at  random  the  collection  of  Quartets, 
that  are  to  be  separately  examined.  Chance 
serves  us  well ;  we  have  the  Andante  of  the 
Quartet  No.  4,  in  E  fiat  major,  before  our  eyes. 
What  shall  criticism  say  about  it  ?  It  will  say 
that  it  is  an  Andante  con  moto  in  A[j  major,  6-8 
time ;  that  it  contains  many  syncopations,  retard- 
ations and  imitations ;  that  it  is  an  excellently 
worked  up  piece,  has  a  mystical  coloring,  is  of  an 
astonishing  efi'ect ;  and  that  is  all  that  positively 
can  be  said  about  it.  But  to  what  state  of  the 
soul,  known  or  possible,  based  on  the  present  or 
reserved  for  the  future,  shall  the  impression  of  the 
piece  be  referred  ?  Is  it  a  dream,  a  vision,  an 
ecstatic  trance  ?  Is  it  a  result  of  magnetic  clair- 
voyance, which  changes  the  methods  of  our  con- 
ceptive  faculty,  and  substitutes  new  organs  in  its 
place ;  or  is  it  the  beginning  of  a  new  birth,  in 
which  the  conditions  of  time  and  space  already 
■vanish  ? 

An  impalpable  theme,  without  periods  and 
contours,  swims  in  the  harmony,  and  pervades 
it  everywhere,  like  a  melodic  fluid.  Passing 
from  one  voice  to  another,  it  leaves  behind  it,  in 
the  one  it  has  just  quitted,  a  sort  of  long,  nebulous 
train,  and  thereby  joins  itself  to  itself  again,  be- 
getting in  its  combinations  with  other  figures,  a  suc- 
cession of  veiled  images,  of  floating  shadows,  in 
which  the  soul  seems  to  recognize  the   emblems 


of  unknown  things,  whereof  it  has  dreamed,  or 
had  some  dim  presentiment.  Out  of  the  midst  of 
this  twilight  harmony,  so  filled  with  enigmatical 
phantoms,  there  rises  ever  and  anon  a  question 
from  the  deep,  accompanied  with  a  certain  pant- 
ing, as  if  the  soul  had  taken  distance  to  run  for- 
ward and  break  through  the  spell  that  controls 
and  hinders  it  from  penetrating  to  a  clear  con- 
sciousness of  that  which  it  perceives.  The 
rhythm  would  fain  indicate  the  cessation  of  out- 
ward motion ;  the  tied  and  accented  quavers  in 
the  deep  tones  of  the  Bass  rustle  like  silence  in 
the  ear;  the  numerous  retardations,  which  rob 
the  melody  of  its  contour  and  the  chords  of  their 
natural  clearness,  effect  as  it  were  a  sort  of  fading 
out  of  visible  objects.  All  is  mute  and  tranquil ; 
all  is  outwardly  at  rest.  The  vision  is  of  a  pure- 
ly spiritual  nature.  What  a  piece  !  even  Beet- 
hoven, great  announcer  of  the  mysteries  of 
the  soul,  has  conceived  nothing  supernaturally 
truer,  nothing  more  divinely  mystical ! 

I  flatter  myself  the  reader  will  have  understood 
me.  Through  the  attempt  to  analyze  a  piece  of 
such  supersensual,  pure  music,  I  wished  to  prove 
the  impossibility  of  all  such  analysis.  I  wished  to 
show  how,  with  the  best  purpose  in  the  world,  a 
poor  critic  runs  the  risk  of  falling  into  nonsense, 
when  he  undei-takes  to  make  intelligible  by  words 
feelings  and  conceptions  which  in  their  very  na- 
ture cannot  be  expressed.  Hence  the  jargon  of 
literary  ultra-romanticism  has  always  seemed  to 
me  like  an  impotent  struggle  against  musical  ef- 
fects, like  a  fruitless  and  unfortunate  attempt  of 
the  language  of  words  to  say  something,  without 
any  aid  of  logical  ideas,  as  the  language  of  tones 
says  it 

The  above  relates  especially  to  the  six  Quartets 
dedicated  to  Haydn.  Those  which  Mozart  com- 
posed earlier,  do  not  count  among  his  classical 
works,  and  those  which  in  1789  were  ordered  by 
the  king  of  Prussia,  beautiful  as  they  all  three  are, 
especially  the  first,  in  D  major,  which  is  admira- 
ble, depart  somewhat  from  the  conditions  of  the 
wrought  Quartet.  They  are  not  precisely  pure 
music.  A  violoncello,  which  sings  in  the  con- 
tralto register  and  in  concert  wi  h  the  first  violin, 
while  the  violin  has  to  undertake  its  function  in 
the  bass,  introduces  into  these  works  an  element 
foreign  to  the  laws  of  the  kind,  which  we  have 
undertaken  to  define.  The  solo  is  at  the  expense 
of  the  whole ;  the  brilliant  cantilenas  and  pas- 
sages disturb  the  psychologico-rational  develop- 
ment of  the  themes ;  the  main  purpose  finds  it- 
self sometimes  sacrificed  to  a  subordinate  inten- 
tion, and  the  consequence  is,  that  the  Quartets 
dedicated  to  the  king  of  Prussia  appear  weak  in 
style  and  rather  empty  in  harmony,  compared 
with  those  perfect  and  sublime  compositions,  of 
whose  dedication  Haydn  alone  was  worthy,  since 
he  alone  of  all  his  contemporaries  was  so  far  in 
advance  of  his  age  as  to  appreciate  his  young 
rival,  and  so  magnanimous  as  to  acknowledge 
himself  beaten. 


Don  Pasquale. 

It  is  more  than  ten  years  since  this  clief- 
d'ceuvre  of  Italian  Opera  bufTa  was  first  produced 
at  the  Theatre  Italien  in  Paris.  It  was  com- 
posed expressly  for  Mnie.  Grisi  and  Signori 
Mario,  Tambueini,  and  Lablachb,  and  ob- 
tained an  immense  success.  Don  Pasquale  is, 
perhaps,  more  intimately  identified  with  the 
name  of  Sig.  Mario  than  even  with  that  of  Sig. 
Lablache  himself,  as  it  was  the  character  of  Ern- 


esto that  the  great  tenor  achieved  his  first  re- 
nown in  Paris  and  London.  Indeed,  the  Com'  e 
gentil  alone  is  never  sung  in  public  or  private 
without  directly  recalling  the  name  of  Mario — a 
proof  how  thoroughly  popular  he  has  made  him- 
self in  the  part.  How  familiar  Sig.  Lablache 
had  rendered  the  character  of  the^  Don  it  is  un- 
necessary to  say.  The  part  has  never  been  at- 
tempted on  the  Italian  stage  in  England  by  any 
other  artist — a  tacit  concession  that  Don  Pas- 
quale has  but  one  true  representative.  When 
Donizetti  first  saw  Mme.  Grisi  as  Rosina  in  the 
Barhiere,  he  determined  to  write  a  comic  part  for 
her,  so  deeply  was  he  impressed  with  her  genuine 
comic  powers ;  and,  indeed,  so  thoroughly  did  he 
and  the  librettist  adapt  themselves  to  her  talents, 
that  Norina  has  been  as  good  as  a  sealed  volume 
to  all  other  artistes  since.  We  have  seen  many 
attempt  the  character  of  Norina — among  whom 
some  celebrities — but  we  never  saw  one  succeed 
like  Mme.  Grisi.     «     *     »     * 

The  music  of  Don  Pasquale  is  not  so  difficult 
for  the  voice  as  that  of  L'  Elisir  d'  Amore  ;  but  it 
requires  more  finesse,  more  refinement,  and 
greater  elevation  of  style.  Mme.  Grisi's  Norina 
must  stand  among  her  finest  and  most  vividly 
realized  conceptions.  In  its  way  it  is  as  true  as 
Norma,  Lucrezia  Borgia,  or  Niiietta.  The  great 
artist  acted  and  sang  on  Thursday  night  as  in 
her  best  days,  when  her  Norina  took  the  town  by 
storm,  and  Don  Pasquale  was  the  opera  "in 
vogue." 

The  Don  Pasquale  of  Sig.  Lablache  is  inap- 
proachable, irresistible,  indescribable.  It  is  the 
incarnation  of  mirth,  simplicity,  and  folly  ;  and 
constitutes  a  glorious  companion  to  Doctor  Bar- 
tolo,  another  transcendent  portrait  of  an  immense 
hasso. — Lond.Mus.  World,  July,  1854. 


Henry  Squires  in  Italy. 

From  the  Naples  Journal  of  Art. 

The  subjects  of  our  artistic  sketches  have  al- 
ways been  some  contemporary  celebrities.  In 
such  cases  our  words  have  been  but  the  echoes  of 
universal  opinion.  We  never  received  the  name 
of  exaggerating  partizans,  because,  in  speaking  of 
the  contralto  Borghi,  of  the  baritone  Ferri,  of  the 
tenor  Baucarde,  and  of  other  sublime  singers, 
we  have  done  nothing  but  repeat  and  put  in  re- 
lief what  has  been  said  by  the  press  generally  on 
their  merits.  The  present  sketch,  however,  has 
not  for  its  heading  a  name  already  glorious,  but  it 
speaks  of  one  who  will  be  celebrated  in  future. 
It  does  not  tell  of  triumphs  achieved  in  the  art, 
but  traces  the  best  founded  hopes  of  successes 
that  will  be  obtained.  Finally,  this  article  is  not 
a  history,  but  a  prophecy. 

It  is  almost  two  years  since  we  made  the  ac- 
quaintance of  a  young  American  tenor,  who 
came  to  Naples  to  educate  himself  in  the  diffi- 
cult art  of  singing.  From  the  first  moment  that 
we  heard  his  voice,  we  prophesied  to  Henry 
Squires  the  most  brilliant  career  on  the  Italian 
stage.  Our  prophecy  we  repeat  even  now,  and 
we  dare  to  publish  it  in  the  columns  of  this  jour- 
nal, so  sure  are  we  that  it  will  be  fulfilled  ;  for 
whoever  has  a  voice  so  well  toned,  fiexible,  and 
sympathetic,  and  of  such  an  extended  compass, 
and  possesses  dramatic  intelligence  and  sentiment, 
cannot  miss  placing  him=elf  among  the  first  singers 
of  the  day.  Yes,  with  all  these  requisites  young 
Squires  is  abundantly  provided;  and  to  the  gifts 
of  the  mind  he  joins  the  graces  of  person.  Hen- 
ry Squires,  having  all  these,  will  become  in  a  short 
time  one  of  the  first  tenors  of  our  most  renowned 
theatres.  This  is  the  prophecy  we  have  made  of 
him.  Nor  after  all  is  what  we  say  of  him  mere 
prophecy.  The  public  essays  young  Squires  has 
made  thus  far  are  not  tavf,  and  in  all  of  them  he 
has  succeeded  in  winning  for  himself  the  esteem 
and  sympathy  of  the  spectators.  Saying  nothing 
of  the  part  he  so  splendidly  sustained  in  a  sacred 
concert  given  at  Caserta  ;  saying  nothing  of  the 
solo  song  by  him  in  the  church  of  St.  Theresa, 
where  he  received  the  sincerest  congratulations 
from  the  Professors  of  the  Orchestra  of  the  San 
Carlo,  who  accompanied  him,  our  readers  will 
surely  remember  the  warm  praises  we  said  had 
been  given  him  in  a  concert  at  the  theatre  of  the 
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Fiorentini,  where  he  sustained  himself  equally 
■with  the  singers  of  the  San  Carlo,  with  whom  he 
was  there  associated,  and  perhaps  even  surpassed 
them  in  respect  to  the  freshness  of  his  voice,  and 
his  performmce  of  the  most  difficult  variations. 
There  Squires  sang  beautifully  the  romance  of 
"  Louise  Bli'.ler,"  "  Quando  le  sere  al  placido,"  and 
it  was  for  the  masterly  execution  of  this  that  our 
journal  then  said  that  his  voice  was  capable  of 
combining  the  double  advantage  of  sweetness  and 
strength. 

AH  these  essays,  however,  are  a  mere  nothing 
compared  to  the  clamorous  applause  which  greet- 
ed him  on  the  stage  of  the  theatre  St.  Ferdi- 
nando  of  Naples,  as  first  tenor  in  the  Trovatore 
of  Verdi.  This  magic  opera  was  there  repeated 
no  less  than  twenty-seven  times,  but  among  the 
first  performers  Squires  alone  was  applauded  in 
all  his  pieces ;  for  him  only  the  people  ran  to  the 
theatre,  and  he  on  his  part  omitted  nothing  to  at- 
tract still  more  the  sympathies  of  the  public. 
Furthermore,  that  the  merit  of  the  young  lenor 
may  shine  more  brightly,  we  must  not  pass  over 
in  silence  the  fact  that  he  made  his  debut  on  the 
Italian  stage  in  less  than  ten  months  after  his  ar- 
rival here,  where  he  came  a  stranger  to  the  lan- 
guage and  the  art. 

At  the  same  theatre  a  new  opera  entitled  La 
Leonitda,  by  the  Master  Ruta,  was  performed, 
written  expressly  for  Squires,  and  had  all  the 
singers  shown  the  ability  and  earnestness  of  the 
tenor  (who  was  applauded  in  every  piece),  the 
Leonilda  would  have  met  with  a  brilliant  triumph. 

These  successes,  perhaps  unlooked  for  by  the 
American  Tenor,  might  have  made  him  vain  ; 
but  Squires  knew  how  far  he  was  deserving  those 
bursts  of  applause.  He  felt  that  he  was  satisfying 
the  Neapolitan  public  only  by  the  richness  of  his 
voice  and  the  grace  of  his  singing ;  but  that  he 
did  not  deserve  all  their  praise  in  this:  that  he 
had  not  yet  entirely  dismissed  his  English  accent, 
nor  was  his  pronunciation  of  their  language  exact. 
Finally,  he  comprehended  that  the  great  charm 
of  Italian  singing  consists  in  the  emission  of 
vowels,  in  the  accent  of  syllables  and  in  the 
sound  of  the  word.  On  this  account  havinw  fin- 
ished the  season's  engagement  at  the  St.  Ferdi- 
nando,  he  did  not  wish  to  accept  the  warm  invita- 
tions of  other  Impresarios,  and  having  retired 
from  public  life,  he  has  applied  himself  exclu- 
sively in  private  to  the  study  of  our  language. 

Almost  a  year  since  we  heard  Squires  at  Sor- 
rento, the  birth-place  of  Torquato  Tasso,  and  the 
impression  he  then  produced  upon  us  is  beyond 
description.  Since  then  the  volume  of  his  voice 
has  been  greatly  developed,  the  frankness  with 
which  he  emits  and  colors  his  chromatics  would 
honor  the  most  accomplished  artist.  At  Sorrento, 
in  the  beautiful  Sorrento,  there  took  place  a  pub- 
lic concert  at  which  were  united  as  spectators 
illustrious  travellers  and  the  elite  of  the  Capital  ; 
among  those  there  was  his  Royal  Highness,  the 
Count  of  Syracuse,  the  King's  brother,  who  after 
the  concert,  was  pleased  to  wait  upon  Squires 
and  express  his  satisfaction  at  the  beauty  of  his 
voice  and  the  superior  style  of  his  singing. 
Squires  in  this  concert  sang  the  air  of  the  Pirata, 
and  the  duetto  of  the  Don  Pasquale ;  but  where 
he  produced  a  real  enthusiasm  was  in  the  terzetto 
of  the  Lomhardi. 

After  all  this,  we  do  not  believe  that  there  is 
any  one  who  will  say  that  our  prophecy  in  re- 
gard to  the  future  of  Squires  was  \>y  any  means 
the  production  of  an  overwrought  imagination. 
We  have  said  that  Squires  will  be  a  first  tenor  in 
the  Italian  opera,  and  next  autumn  the  spectators 
of  one  of  the  most  famous  theatres  of  Italy  will 
see  our  prophecy  completely  fulfilled. 
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THE  SNOW-SHOWER. 

BY  WILLIAM  0.   BRYANT. 

Stand  here  by  my  side  and  turn,  I  pray, 
On  the  lake  thy  gentle  eyes  j 

The  clouds  hang  over  it  heavy  and  grey, 
And  dark  and  silent  the  water  lies  j 

And  out  of  that  frozen  mist  the  snow 

In  wavering  flakes  begins  to  flow  • 

Flake  after  flake, 

They  sink  in  the  dark  and  silent  lake. 


See  how  In  a  living  swarm  they  come 

From  the  chambers  beyond  that  misty  veil, 

Some  hover  awhile  in  the  air,  and  some 
Rush  prone  from  the  sky  like  summer  hail. 

All,  dropping  swiftly  or  settling  slow, 

Meet,  and  are  still  in  the  depth  below; 
Flake  after  flake, 

Dissolved  in  the  dark  and  silent  lake. 

Here  delicate  snow  stars  out  of  the  cloud 
Come  floating  downward  in  airy  play, 

Like  spangles  dropped  from  the  glistening  crowd 
That  whiten  by  night  the  milky-way  : 

There  brctader  and  burlier  masses  fall ; 

The  sullen  water  buries  them  all ; 

Flake  after  flake, 

All  drowned  in  the  dark  and  silent  lake. 

And  some,  as  on  tender  wings  they  glide 
From  their  chilly  birth-cloud,  dim  and  grey, 

Are  joined  in  their  fall,  and,  side  by  side, 
Come  clinging  along  their  unsteady  way, 

As  friend  with  friend  or  husband  with  wife 

Makes,  hand  in  hand,  the  passage  of  life  ; 
Each  mated  flake 

Soon  sinks  in  the  dark  and  silent  lake. 

Lo  !  while  we  are  gazing,  in  swifter  haste 
Stream  down  the  snows,  till  the  air  is  white, 

As,  myriads  by  myriads  madly  chased. 
They  fling  themselves  from  their  shadowy  height. 

The  fair,  frail  creatures  of  middle  sky, 

What  speed  they  make,  with  their  grave  so  nigh; 
Flake  after  flake. 

To  lie  in  the  dark  and  silent  lake  I 

I  see  in  thy  gentle  eyes  a  tear; 

They  turn  to  me  in  sorrowful  thought; 
Thou  thinkest  of  friends,  the  good  and  dear, 

Who  were  for  a  time  and  now  are  not; 
Like  these  fair  children  of  cloud  and  frost. 
That  glisten  a  moment  and  then  are  lost; 

Flake  after  flake, 
All  lost  in  the  dark  and  silent  lake. 

Yet  look  again,  for  the  clouds  divide. 

And  a  gleam  of  blue  on  the  water  lies. 
And  far  away,  on  the  mountain  side, 

A  sunbeam  falls  from  the  opening  skies; 
But  the  hurrying  host  that  flew  between 
The  cloud  and  the  water  no  more  is  seen ; 

Flake  after  flake. 
At  rest  in  the  dark  and  silent  lake. 

From  the  "  Knickerbocker  GalleryP 


Diary  Abroad.— No.  9. 

Berlin,  Dtc.  13.— There  is  still  fun  in  the  world  I 
Think  of  my  "  catching  it "  for  praising  one  of  the  new 
composers  too  much!  and  that  too,  not  only  in  the 
Journal  of  Music,  but  from  a  friend  who  tills  no  small 
part  of  a  private  letter  with  rejoicing  and  laughing  at  my 
calamity. 

[Five  minutes  pause,  to  laugh.] 

As  just  that  number  of  the  Journal,  which  had  the 
criticism  on  the  Prophete,  has  failed  to  reach  us,  I  have 
but  a  very  faint  idea  of  the  particular  items,  which  are 
thought  to  give  me  a  claim  to  friendly  relations  with 
Dogberry,  nor  can  I  easily  decide  in  what  manner  it  is 
best  to  swallow  the  sugared  pill.  There  are  the  expia- 
tory, explanatory,  justificatory,  and  the  injured  inno- 
cence manners;  the  lofty  contemptuous  manner;  the 
whipped  spaniel  manner;  the  I-know-as-much-about-it- 
as-you  manner;  the  Hotspur  manner  and  the  Falstaff 
manner;  and  indeed  the  catalogue  of  modes  in  which  to 
receive  the  communication  of  "  Subscriber  "  might  be 
quite  indefinitely  increased. 

That  he  does  not  agree  with  me  in  my  views,  is  all 
very  well;  but  to  insinuate  anything  against  the  right  of 
a  man  to  write  himself  down,  as  well  as  up,  is  most 
"  tolerable  and  not  to  be  endured."  My  patriotism  fires 
at  the  thought.    Things  have  come  to  a  very  pretty  pass 

if  a  man  can't  write  himself  down  a  poor donkey. 

Madam.  I  claim  to  be  an  American ;  yea,  verily  and 
forsooth,  a  Native  American  citizen.  The  spread  Eagle, 
with  a  grid-iron  hanging  to  his  neck,  imprinted  upon  my 
passport,  is  now  quietly  communing  with  all  sorts  of 
unclean  birds  and  beasts  down  at  the  police  ofEce,  and 


sustaining  the  most  friendly  relations  even  with  the  dirty 
birds  of  Austria,  Russia  and  Prussia — {the  first  two  of 
which  are  double  headed;  are  two  heads  better  than 
one?)  Has  not  an  American  citizen  rights?  Is  not  the 
strong  arm  of  the  great  Republic  stretched  out  over  all 
lands  to  protect  and  defend  her  every  [white]  child? 
Under  her  broad   33gis,  and   the  spreading  folds  of  her 

banner [for  more  information   upon  this  topic,  Vide 

Fourth  of  July  Orations  of  Y.  Hill.  Esq.,  and  Blank 
Valentine,  M.  D, passim].  Does  glorious  America,  over 
the  hand  and  seal  of  her  Secretary  of  State,  solemnly 
promise  to  protect  even  the  foreign  born,  who  have  trans- 
ferred their  national  affection  to  her,  (now  and  then  for- 
sooth, some  poor  fellow,  returning  to  the  home  of  his 
fathers,  is  caught  and  forced  into  the  army  for  two  or 
three  years — but  his  adopted  land  promises  well),  and 
shall  "  Subscriber"  circumscribe  w§,  right  from  the  plain 
of  Lexington  and  the  hill  of  Breed? 

I  might  write  "Subscriber"  a  letter,  I  suppose,  were 
it  not  for  the  difficulty  of  the  matter  of  his  address  and 
proper  title — perhaps  through  the  Editor  of  the  Journal 
this  may  be  surmounted — at  all  events  I  will  make  a 
rongh  draft  of  one. 

Berlin — So-and-so. 
Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  [or  is  "  Subscriber"  a  woman?] 

Many  thanks  for  the  very  kind  and  flattering  terms  in 
which  you  speak  of  some  of  my  endeavors  to  instruct  and 
please,  and  many  thanks — upon  other  grounds  though — 
for  the  notice  of  my  labors  which  is  not  quite  so  flatter- 
ing. You  have  at  all  events  afforded  me  an  opportanity 
of  saying  a  word,  which  I  have  wished  aforetime  to  say, 
but  felt  might  be  considered  intrusive. 

And  in  the  first  place,  General,  a  word  upon  the 
"  Diary."  Soon  afterTJ  wight's  Journal  was  launched,  I 
felt  the  want  of  some  mode  of  expressing  thoughts,  feel- 
ings and  ideas  upon  music,  which,  hardly  worth  a  place 
in  regular  correspondence  from  New  York,  might  yet  be 
of  value  to  some  readers.  I  felt  also  the  necessity  of 
some  one  who  would  without  fear  or  favor,  expose  hum- 
bug, castigate  musical  sinners,  lay  bare  false  pretentions, 
and  in  short  declare  war  against  the  Anti-Music  of  both 
the  stage  and  auditorioum— of  Wyzaker  with  his  fiddle, 
Wyzaker  with  his  critical  notice,  Wyzaker  talking  like 
an  oracle  to  his  neighbors,  and  Wyzaker  with  cane  and 
umbrella.  Nobody  would  do  it.  I  determined  to  do  it 
as  well  as  I  could.  To  this  end  something  like  the 
"Diary  of  a  Dilettante"  in  the  London  Ilarmonicon 
seemed  well  adapted,  and  that  form  was  chosen,  it 
being  left  to  the  critical  eye  and  taste  of  the  Editor  of 
the  Journal  to  destroy  what  lie  saw  fit.  A  thousand 
things  are  in  place  in  a  private  record,  or  when  in  such  a 
form,  as  you  will  see  on  a  moment's  thought.  The 
"  Diary,"  however,  became  a  more  important  record 
of  the  results  of  musical  observations  and  studies  than 
I  expected,  and  soon  assumed  distinctly  a  twofold  char- 
acter. In  matters  of  history,  no  time,  nor  labor  has  been 
spared  to  insure  perfect  correctness—  though  mistakes 
m'H  sometimes  occur;  where  the  object  has  been  to  re- 
cord passing  trains  of  thought,  and  emotion,  the  effects 
of  music  and  musical  performances,  the  "  Diary  "  is,  as 
its  name  implies,  an  actual  transcript  of  those  thoughts 
and  emotions,  noted  at  the  time,  written  out  at  the  first 
spare  hour  and  not  often  copied.  "  So  much  the  worse," 
do  you  say  ? 

I  am  not  sure  of  that,  Colonel,  I  have  not  found  it  so 
in  the  letters  and  diaries  of  others,  why  should  it  be  the 
worse  in  this  case?  Any  great  mistake,  real  or  sup- 
posed, is  pretty  sure  to  find  an  exposer,  (judging  from 
my  own  experience,)  and  an  honest  expression  of  feel- 
ing or  opinion,  which  has  not  had  its  brains  crushed  out 
by  making  fine  writing  of  it,  is  of  double  value — if  in 
fact  it  be  worth  expressing  at  all.  Granted  that  it  be 
worth  this,  and  the  individuality,  the  "  peculiaristics  "  of 
the  writer,  which  you  feel  in  reading  it,  form  a  principal 
charm.  It  follows  moreover  that  articles  so  written  take 
their  tone  from  the  mood  of  their  author  when  they  are 
conceived.  For  instance,  as  I  read  your  letter  the^raain 
idea  of  this  Diaristic  popped  into  my  mind,  and  though 
some  days  h.ave  passed  before  I  could  find  time  to  put  it 
upon  paper,  I  cannot  keep  the  cap  and  bells  oft"  my  head. 
And  this  brings  me  to  the  second  division  of  my  dis- 
course. 

Now,  my  dear  Major,  just  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
let  it  be  granted  that  the  unlucky  Diaristic  upon  the 
"  Prophet "  was  all  wrong,  I  stand  here  ready  to  justify 
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it  to  the  last  drop  of  ink.  Imagine  the  mood  I  was  in— 
nay,  imagine  yourself  in  my  position  on  the  evening  of 
September  20th,  1854,  and  thinli  whether  in  your  little 
pocket  journal  you  might  not  also  have  written  "  Even- 
ing, 'Prophet'  at  the  theatre;  magnificent,  especially 
orchestra  and  chorus."  You  are  just  from  a  sick  bed, 
and  that  too  a  second  time  within  a  few  months,  and  the 
bracing  September  weather  fills  you  "  with  a  free  exhil- 
ai-ating  feeling,  which  with  me  goes  beyond  everything," 
as  a  dear  friend  writes;  you  have  been  almost  entirely 
cut  off  from  music  for  many  months,  and  yet  the  crav- 
ing for  it  has  only  been  enhanced  to  the  utmost  by  the 
delights  of  travel — for  you  had  seen  the  glorious  "  Smile 
of  the  Great  Spirit,"  Winnepiseogee,  had  passed  down 
the  valley  of  the  Connecticut  in  its  loveliest  season,  had 
visited  the  magnificent  prairies  and  noble  floods  of  Min- 
nesota— and  all  for  the  first  time,  and  then  immediately 
after  had  enjoyed  a  passage  across  the  ocean,  which  was 
but  a  pleasure  trip.  Now,  for  a  day  or  two,  you  have 
been  rambling  about  once  more  in  those  old,  quaint 
streets  of  Hanover,  in  which  every  house  front  has  its 
separate  German  and  Middle-Age  character  and  ex- 
pj'ession,  carrying  you  away  back  into  histoi"y  one  mo- 
ment, and  the  nest  calling  up  innumerable  feelings  and 
experiences,  which  in  other  days  had  made  your  first 
months  in  Europe  a  period  during  which  you  were, 
"  whether  in  the  body  or  out  of  the  body  I  cannot  tell." 
June  20th  yoti  are  riding  down  the  banks  of  the  unri- 
valled Hudson  on  your  waj'  home  from  the  rivers,  lakes, 
prairies,  bluffs,  forests  and  waterfalls  of  the  West,  where 
all  save  Nature  is  of  to-day  and  for  the  future ;  Septem- 
ber 20th,  you  are  where  all  is  of  the  past,  speaks  of  the 
past,  breaths  of  the  past,  or  if  anything  be  not  of  the 
past,  it  is  incongruous  and  out  of  place-  The  queer  old 
Inn  — "  Zum  Eomischen  Kaiser" — in  which  you  are 
stopping,  with  its  funny  old  court,  and  witchy  old  pas- 
sages, and  great  rambling  old  staircases,  leading,  nobody 
save  the  initiated  knows  where;  tlie  picturesque  old 
house,  with  its  innumerable  carvings  and  sculptures  of 
Biblical  history,  in  which  Leibnitz  lived  and  which  looks 
into  the  dining  room  from  the  opposite  corner,  and  all 
those  jolly  old  dwellings  to  the  right  and  left  up  and 
down  the  streets — these,  even,  have  their  effect  upon 
yon,  soften  your  heart  and  make  you  disposed  to  do 
justice  and  more  than  justice  to  all  the  world. 

Under  such  circumstances,  and  in  such  a  mood.  Cap- 
tain,! heard  the  "Prophet"  once  more,  and  heard  it 
exquisitely  given.  Is  it  still  such  a  mystery  how  I 
could  write  its  eulogy,  even  upon  the  supposition  that 
that  eulogy  be  all  wrong?  Indeed,  I  do  believe  I  should 
have  been  tolerant  even  of  Bellini,  that  evening.  (This 
very  day  Meyerbeer  came  into  the  Library  where  I  was 
at  work,  and  as  he  stood  there  talking  so  pleasantly  with 
the  professor,  I  wanted  to  bless  the  little  man's  every 
Jewish  feature,  and  the  bald  spot  upon  his  head  into  the 
bargain,  for  the  pleasure  he  has  afforded  me !) 

And  now,  'Squire,  thirdly,  a  word  upon  "  music  of  a 
purely  dramatic  character."  We  agree  in  making  Beet- 
hoven a  king — the  monarch  of  the  Tone  realm.  We  put 
purely  instrumental  music — that  which,  unaided  by 
scenery,  or  text,  depends  alone  for  success  upon  its  in- 
herent excellence,  its  beauty  of  melody  and  harmony, 
and  its  definiteness  of  expression — above  all  other.  We 
agree  too  in  our  estimate  of  that  "  Crucifixion  "  by 
Kubens,  in  the  Antwerp  Museum,  that  heavenly  Ma- 
donna in  Dresden,  and  those  immortal  works  of  Kaul- 
bach  here  in  Berlin.  We  have  both  stood  uncovered  in 
"  Cathedrals  vast,"  filled  with  the  awe  of  the~  place. 
Had  you  been  with  me  this  evening  you  too  would  have 
felt,  when  the  curtain  rose  upon  the  various  scenes  in 
"  Oberon,"  that  nothing  but  genius,  and  that  of  a  high 
order,  could  have  produced  those  exquisite  landscapes, 
those  views  of  the  sea,  those  noble  Saracenic  and  Gothic 
halls — yet  this  was  nothing  but  scene-painting  I  You 
may  possibly  have  wondered  at  my  estimate  of  Eury- 
anlhe — \felt  it  to  be  a  failure,  viewed  as  operatic  music; 
lyiZi  the  •'  Prophet "  to  be  a  success,  though  nothing 
but  music  for  the  stage.  It  must  be  that  scene  music,  as 
well  as  scene  painting,  has  its  merit. 

As  to  special  criticisms,  Judge,  we  have  written,  what 
we  have  written,  and  it  is  recorded  in  Dwight.  We  will 
not  strive.  I  claim  no  infallibility,  I  admit  tlie  ;»ss(Ai7(Vi/ 
that  "  the  eulogy  of  the  '  Prophet'  "  may  all  be  wrong — 
but  at  the  present  writing  I  give  way  no  jot,  no  tittle,  no 
indivisible  part  of  a  hair.     I  shall  with  all  honesty  how- 


ever  confess  the  error,  first,  when  I  am  convinced  of  it; 
and  to  this  end  I  must  see  and  carefully  consider  the  un- 
lucky article  in  question  in  the  light  of  another  hearing 
of  the  opera — and  secondly,  when — but  let  me  tell  you  a 
story  to  put  you  in  good  humor. 

Good  old  Mrs.  Morse,  or  Thayer,  or  Bacon,  or  some 
other  common  Natick  name,  I  forget  what,  lived  in  the 
Golden  Age  of  huge  fire-places  and  mighty  wood  piles. 
She  had  a  voice  sharp,  quick  and  decided,  and  a  hand 
big  as  the  hand  of  fate,  and  heavy  as  one  of  Cass's 
speeches.  She  had  also  a  son  Jerry.  "  At  the  period 
our  tale  opens "  Jerry  is  seen  sitting  upon  a  log  in  the 
corner,  musing — and  as  Jerry  mused  the  fire  burned — 
low. 

"Jerry,  go  bring  me  in  a  handful  of  wood."  (Stac- 
cato. ) 

"  W'en  I  'eady,"  and  Jerry  muses  again. 

[Six  bars  rest,  and  a  /rs]. 

"Jerry,  go  bring  me  in  a  handful  of  wood!"  (Stacca- 
tissimo.) 

"  W'en  I  'eady,"  and  Jerry  muses  on. 

A  veiy  few  bars  rest,  and  his  contemplations  are 
broken  by  a  fearful  explosion  caused  by  the  sudden  con- 
tact of  a  heavy  body  in  rapid  motion— the  hand  namely 
—with  a  body  of  great  inertia  at  rest— namely  the  head 
of  Jerry. 

"Gw-a-cious!  I 'eady  now!" 

And  secondly.  Doctor,  when  I  am  ready ! 
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From  NEW  XOKK. 

Chambek  Concert— PHttHARMONic  Society— Miss  Lehmann— 
Camilla  Ueso  and  Paol  Jolien. 

Jan.  22. — The  tables  seem,  for  once,  to  have 
been  turned  ;  for  while  you  have  been  enjoying, 
during  the  last  week,  Geisi  and  Mario's  render- 
ing of  Italian  music,  we  have  had,  in  the_  course  of 
a  few  days,  two  classical  concerts.  Classical  at 
least  as  any  concerts  can  be  here,  where,  in  the 
forming  of  a  programme  such  considerations  as  the 
policy  of  a  society,  or  the  will  of  a  volunteer  per- 
formance are  brought  into  play.  By  good  luck, 
however,  the  latter  was  propitious  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Eisfeld's  Quartet  Soiree  last  Tuesday  eve- 
ning, and  we  had  really  a  good  performance.  The 
beautiful  Quartets,  No.  2,  in  D  minor,  of  Mozart, 
and  op.  18,  No.  2,  in  E,  of  Beethoven,  were  played 
with  the  usual  excellence  of  "Mr.  Eisfeld's  Quar- 
tet Party;"  who  deserve  our  sincere  thanks  for 
making  us  acquainted  with  so  many  compositions 
of  this  class.  A  Mr.  Woeltge,  a  new  comer,  as 
I  hear,  gave  us  Mendelssohn's  Trio,  op.  49.  He 
plays  with  great  force  and  much  fluency,  but  with 
little  expression,  or  rather  that  false  expression 
which  is  produced  (to  the  ears  of  some,  at  least,)  by 
not  striking  the  bass  and  treble  exactly  together. 
I  have  hardly  ever  observed  this  very  annoying 
habit  to  such  a  degree  in  any  public  player. 

Mrs.  Geoegiana  Stoaet,  with  her  exquisite, 
bell-like  voice,  and  her  sister.  Miss  Anna  Gris- 
woLD,  were  the  singers.  The  latter,  who  has  natu- 
rally also  a  fine  voice,  a  mezzo-soprano,  labored 
under  a  disadvantage  in  having  just  recovered  from 
a  severe  throat  disease,  and  would  have  done  bet- 
ter, both  for  her  own  sake  and  that  of  the  audience, 
to  have  deferred  her  re-appearance  in  public  a 
little  longer.  It  was  really  painful  to  observe  how 
little  physical  command  she  had  over  her  voice. 
She  sang  Dove  sono  i  bei  momenti,  from  "  Figaro," 
instead  of,  Voi  che  sapete,  (as  the  programme  had 
it,)  and  with  her  sister,  a  humming  little  duet  by 
Mr.  Eisfeld,  "  There  sat  a  playlul  bird  on  a  spray," 
the  only  quite  modern  composition  in  the  pro- 
gramme, but  which,  fresh  and  graceful,  and  making 
the  most  of  the  rather  absurd  translation  by  Mr. 
Baskerville,  of  Reinick's  Zwiegesang,  afl'orded  a 
pleasing  contrast  to  the  more  serious  character  of 
the  rest  of  the  music. 


On  Saturday  evening  the  second  Philharmonic 
concert  took  place.  The  house,  (Niblo's  theatre,) 
was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity,  which  is  very 
encouraging,  and  suggests  the  possibility  of  having 
the  concerts  at  the  Academy  next  winter.  But  a 
few  years  ago  serious  fears  were  entertained  that 
the  society  would  not  be  sustained  another  season; 
and  now  the  Philharmonic  concerts  are  the  most 
fashionable  of  the  winter, — indeed,  I  fear  almost 
too  fashionable.  But  even  if  it  be  so,  there  is  no 
denying  that  these  concerts  and  these  rehearsals 
improve  the  public  taste,  slowly  though  it  may  be. 
Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day. 

The  Symphony  was  Mendelssohn's  No.  4,  in 
A,  the  Andante  of  which  is  like  a  poem.  It  was 
played  well  and  with  spirit.  So  also  the  Preciosa 
Overture  of  Weeee,  which  is  suggestive  of  a  free, 
joyous  gipsey  life.  The  second  overture  was 
Wallace's  "  Maritana,"  finely  instrumented,  it 
seemed  to  me,  but  reminding  the  hearer,  in  its  airs, 
of  a  great  many  other  compositions.  Camilla 
Ueso, — hardly  now  to  be  called  little,  for  she  has 
grown  to  a  handsome,  womanly  Miss,  with  rich 
complexion  and  splendid  eyes,  and  a  very  pleasing, 
modest  demeanor — played  a  fantasia  from  Lucrezia, 
and,  on  being  encored,  several  of  the  "  Carnival" 
variations,  two  or  three  of  them  with  a  good  deal 
of  humor.  She  plays  well,  and  very  well  for  a 
woman,  having  so  few  competitors  among  her  own 
sex;  but  she  has  not  the  genius  of  Paul  Julien, 
nor  has  she  his  wonderful  stroke,  which,  indeed 
I  have  never  heard  equalled, 

A  solo  on  the  Cornet  a  Pistons  was  admirably 
performed  by  a  Mr.  Louis  Scheeibee,  of  the 
"  Conservatoire  of  Cologne,"  but,  like  most  solos 
on  wind  instruments,  was  very  uninteresting. 

Last,  but  not  least.  Miss  Lehmann  appeared  to 
even  more  advantage  than  in  the  first  concert,  be- 
ing unembarrassed  by  the  nervousness  and  timidity 
natural  to  a  first  appearance  before  a  strange  pub- 
lic. I  only  regret  that  her  choice  of  pieces  was 
not  a  better  one.  U^ia  voce  would  have  been  very 
well,  had  it  not  been  sung  here  by  every  singer  of 
any  pretensions  for  the  last  ten  years;  but  I  can 
hardly  pardon  her  making  us  listen  to  an  aria  from 
la  Favorita,  (which,  by  the  way,  the  critic  of  this 
morning's  Times  mentions  as  :  ah  man  Fernand  ! 
from  Lucrezia  I)  at  a  Philharmonic  concert.  I 
have  been  told  that  she  at  first  intended  singing 
the  great  aria  from  Fidelia,  but,  for  some  reason, 
changed  her  mind.  That  would  have  been  a  treat, 
indeed,  for  she  sang  what  she  did  sing  so  well  that 
we  could  imagine  how  finely,  with  her  beautiful 
voice,  she  would  render  that  sublime  work.  Or 
why  not  give  us  some  German  songs?  Would  they 
be  too  trivial,  I  wonder,  for  a  Philharmonic  con- 
cert? I  had  the  great  enjoyment  of  hearing  her 
sing  about  a  dozen  of  them,  by  Fkanz,  Schubeet, 
Schumann  and  Mendelssohn,  in  a  private  circle  a 
few  evenings  since — she  lets  her  soul  speak  out  in 
those.  But  whatever  she  may  sing,  I  consider  her 
quite  an  acquisition  for  New  York,  as  a  resident 
artist,  and  likely,  in  course  of  time,  to  become  a 
favorite.  Let  us  hope  that  when  she  arrives  at 
this  point,  she  will  so  far  presume  upon  her  popu- 
larity as  to  make  our  public  acquainted,  and,  by 
degrees,  familiar  with  the  higher  kind  of  opera,  as 
represented  in  the  works  of  Beethoven,  Mozart, 
Gluck,  etc. 

On  the  same  evening  with  the  Philharmonic,  and 
at  Niblo's  Saloon,  closely  adjoining  the  theatre, 
Paul  Julien  gave  a  concert  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor.  I  hear  it  was  very  successful — but  would  it 
not  have  savored  less  of  artist-rivalry  and  caprice, 
if  he  had  chosen  some  other  night  ? 
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BOSTON,  JAN.  27,  1855. 
Italian  Opera. 

Il  Barbiere  Di  Seviglia. 

Nothing  more  exquisite  for  ear  and  eye,  for 
mind  and  fancy,  has  the  stage  ever  offered  us, 
than  the  performance  of  Kossini's  immortal  "  Bar- 
ber," on  Saturday  afternoon.  Taken  as  an  artis- 
tic whole,  of  genial  musical  composition,  fine 
combination  of  vocal  interpreters,  hearty,  feli- 
citous, refined  comic  action,  we  must  regard  it  as 
by  far  the  best  entertainment  until  then,  or  since 
then,  which  the  Grisi  and  Mario  company  have 
given  us.  Why  'can  it  not  also  be  made  a  regular 
evening  performance  ?  As  it  was,  the  audience 
was  very  large,  although  far  short  of  that  of  any 
evening.  Was  it  thought  that  musical  comedy 
could  not  draw  like  tragedy  ?  that  it  is  less  ex- 
citing ?  that  people  want  to  have  their  souls  har- 
rowed up  ?  that  few  have  musical  taste  enough  to 
appreciate  an  opera  in  which  good  music  counts 
for  even  more  than  plot  and  action  ?  that  the 
public,  tradition-bound,  refuse  to  know  the  Grisi 
save  as  Norma,  Borgia,  and  the  like  ?  and  finally 
that  there  is  a  prevailing  notion,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  that  Comedy  per  se  is  necessarily  inferior 
to  whatsoever  tragedy,  —  a  lower  type  of  the 
imaginative  faculty  ? — We  m^ht  argue  the  point 
on  general  grounds,  and  suggest  that  if  true  tra- 
gedy gives  us  the  Sublime,  true  comedy  may  in 
equal  perfection  give  us  the  Beautiful,  and  give  it 
in  a  strong  and  wholesome  shape,  free  from  the 
morbid  sentimentality,  which  is  so  apt  to  drive  us 
from  the  feebly  beautiful  to  the  sublimely  terrible ; 
moreover,  that  nowhere  do  the  spiritual  faculties 
of  mind,  heart  and  imagination  more  completely 
find  their  freedom,  soar  above  commonplace  and 
dull  earthly  limits,  and  have  free  play  in  the  ideal, 
in  a  sort  of  foretaste  and  rehearsal  of  fine  har- 
monies, than  in  the  humorous  creations  of  the 
br^n  Hsf  genius. 

At  all  events  it  is  safe  to  say,  that  a  good  come- 
dy is  a  finer  thing  than  a  poor  tragedy.  And 
if  you  compare  most  tragedies  that  keep  the 
stage  (excepting  Shakspeare  and  the  few)  with 
the  popular  comedies  and  even  farces,  the  intense 
plays  with  the  free  and  funnj'  ones,  who  can  deny 
that  the  latter  are  the  most  genuine  and  whole- 
some ?  It  is  only  the  difierence  between  a  frank- 
ly comic  and  a  would-be  serious  extravaganza. 
Extravagance  is  a  part  of  the  soul's  birthright 
and  estate  ;  but  Queen  Mab,  and  no  grave  tragedy 
queen  presides  by  divine  right  over  that  play- 
ground. In  truth,  when  we  consider  what  a 
blessing  it  is  to  escape  from  commonplace  and 
dullness  safely,  without  rushing  blindfold  into  the 
dread  arms  of  Fate ;  how  much  more  invigora- 
ting a  hearty  laugh  is  than  much  amateur  hero- 
ism—  certainly  than  so  much  solemn  humbug 
and  melo-dramatic  intensity ;  we  feel  that  the  pure- 
ly recreative  function  of  Art  can  scarcely  be 
esteemed  too  highly.  Life  itself  is  too  intensely, 
too  unspeakably  tragical,  to  need  tragical  re- 
minders. If  the  complement  of  the  Actual  be 
the  Ideal,  then  the  complement  of  all  this  actual 
tragedy  is  hardly  to  be  sought  in  other,  wilful 
tragedies,  which,  save  in  the  hands  of  highest 
genius,  do  but  caricature  the  struggle  and  the 
Destiny  known  too  well  to  all  of  us. 


In  the  Italian  Opera  our  case  becomes  particu- 
larly strong.  The  rej^l  Italian  fun  or  huffb  is  by 
all  odds  the  most  genuine,  the  most  original,  ima- 
ginative, genial,  ever  fresh,  and  national  thing 
you  can  find  in  the  whole  modern  Italian  opera. 
It  is  that  element  of  it  which  the  all-sided  genius 
of  Mozart  sj'mpathetically  and  perforce  borrowed 
in  his  Leporello.  After  the  hot-house  intensities 
of  Donizetti's  effective  dramas,  it  refreshes  us 
in  his  "Don  Pasquale"  and  "Elixir  of  Love." 
And  in  "  the  Barber,"  the  youthfullest,  the  hear- 
tiest, the  most  sparkling,  genial  and  inventive  of 
Rossini's  operas,  a  work  evidently  struck  out  at  a 
heat,  the  whole  at  once,  as  Mozart  says  he  wrote, 
in  some  happy  summer  "  heat-lightning"  of  the 
brain,  we  have  perhaps  the  best  thing,  musically 
considered,  which  Italian  opera  has  produced. 
In  its  way,  the  best  thing  after  Mozart ;  and  if  it 
closely  reminds  you  of  him,  if  it  resembles,  in 
style,  wholly,  and  in  the  way  of  distinct  allusion, 
passage  with  passage,  frequently,  the  Nozze  di 
Figaro,  &c.,  it  only  shows  with  what  a  genuine 
sympathy  and  sense  of  power  this  happy  and  mer- 
curial Italian  wrought. 

In  the  "  Barber  of  Seville,"  then,  Grisi  and 
Mario  were  before  us  in  by  all  odds  the  best  rhusic, 
in  which  they  have  sung  or  are  likely  to  sing 
to  us,  with  the  exception  of  Don  Giovanni  ;  and 
for  this  troupe  we  doubt  not  even  better  than 
than  that.  What  a  wealth  of  subtle,  sparkling 
musical  ideas  it  has  !  one  broad,  copious,  uninter- 
rupted river  running  from  perennial  springs  of 
melody  and  harmony  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end ;  harmony  so  richly  instrumented,  so  bright 
and  Titian-like  in  color !  How  piquant  and  charm- 
ing all  its  little  melodic  themes,  and  how  the  ear 
woos  their  reiteration  !  What  warm,  rich  blend- 
ing of  voices  and  instruments  in  the  concerted 
pieces  !  and  what  glorious,  all-alive  activity  in  the 
accompaniments,  buoying  up,  like  swollen  freshets, 
the  choral  masses  in  those  perfectly  Rossini-an 
crescendos  of  the  finales  of  the  various  acts, — yet 
done  apparently  with  such  simple  means !  Our 
enjoyment  had  thus  in  the  first  place  the  substan- 
tial groundwork  of  good  music,  real  Art  and 
genius  felt  in  every  fibre.of  the  composition. — 
This  we  must  note  as  a  rare  privilege  in  our 
operatic  experiences. 

Then  the  principal  artists  were  admirably  com- 
petent, and  entered  into  their  parts  with  a  hearty 
will,  as  if  resting  from  the  fever  of  ambition  and 
the  public  gaze,  and  having  among  themselves  a 
little  free,  private,  genuine  enjoyment  of  Art  and 
fun  and  very  dear  music  of  a  very  favorite  com- 
poser, purely  for  its  own  sake.  It  was  the  artistic 
recreation  of  artists,  at  which  we  were  permitted 
to  assist,  but,  as  it  were,  requested  to  imagine 
ourselves  not  present.  Of  the  five  principal 
characters,  each  acted  and  sang  the  better  be- 
cause the  others  were  so  good.  There  was  no 
overdoing  in  their  impersonation ;  none  of  those 
stale  tricks  of  broad  farce  by  which  we  have 
been  wont  to  see  the  whole  thing  sunk  below  the 
humor  of  the  composer  and  below  the  taste  of 
an  audience  refined  enough  to  enjoy  such  music. 
Sig.  SusiNi's  Dr.  Bartolo  was  particularly  excel- 
lent in  this  respect;  the  character  was  not  all 
pinched  and  starved  to  one  absurd  point  of  sus- 
picious jealousy ;  there  was  some  juiciness  and 
gentlemanliness  left  to  the  old  guardian  ;  in  the 
scene  of  the  music  lesson,  he  comes  out  with 
quite  a  genuine,  mellow  dilettantism.  Almaviva 
(Mario)  was   not  disgustingly  boisterous  as  the 


drunken  officer ;  and  Sig.  Dubreuil,  though  far 
from  able  to  render  musically  the  mock  solemnity 
and  mystery  of  the  song :  la  Calomnia,  on  the 
whole  did  the  solemn  rogue  Don  Basilio  fairly, 
and  kept  the  burlesque  within  bounds.  Ba- 
DiAn's  Figaro  was  admirable,  the  best  that  has 
been  heard  or  seen  here;  we  may  well  doubt 
whether  another  so  large  a  man,  except  the  big 
Lablache  himself,  could  render  it  so  well.  In 
every  note  of  the  music,  whether  cantahile  or 
rapid  parlando,  or  as  supporting  the  vocal  har- 
mony with  his  rich  bass,  his  voice  and  style  told 
perfectly.  Such  fresh  preservation  of  one  of  the 
richest  and  most  resonant  of  voices, — ripe,  is  the 
word  for  it, — such  unerring  judgment  and  con- 
summate style,  such  perfect  adaptation  of  himself 
to  his  parts,  stately  or  comic,  each  in  its  entire- 
ness,  such  fire  and  verve,  are  certainly  remark- 
able for  a  man  of  sixty.  His  Al  idea  di  quel 
metallo  had  the  ring  of  the  true  metal.  As  for 
Mario,  the  very  music  for  the  exhibition  of  his 
sweet,  light,  liquid  tenor,  and  his  elegant  and 
fluent  style  of  vocalization,  was  that  in  the  part 
of  the  Count  Almaviva.  His  opening  serenade : 
Ecco  ridenle,  was  as  perfect  as  one  could  well 
conceive  of,  and  with  such  a  voice  the  music  had 
all  the  sweetness  of  a  summer's  night  it  it.  His 
rapid  sotto  voce  roulades  in  a  later  piece  were  a 
most  perfect  piece  of  vocal  execution ;  Sontag's 
soprano  had  not  a  finer  command  of  Jioriture ; 
his  tones  would  often  glide  up  with  the  subtle 
grace  and  contiuity  of  light  flame,  or  the  lithe 
movements  of  a  beautiful  snake ;  his  parlando 
was  musical,  refined  and  gentlemanly,  as  was  his 
acting. 

Of  Grisi's  musico-comic  talent  we  had  heard, 
and  after  seeing  her  Rosina  we  believed.  It  was 
the  best  impersonation  we  have  seen,  unless  we 
except  SoNTAG  ;  full  of  grace  and  spirit  and  of 
girlish  espieglerie  ;  her  cento  trappole  peeped  out 
in  every  look  and  action ;  yet  all  was  kept  within 
the  chastest  limits  of  lady-like  propriety  and  Art. 
She  seemed  younger  in  person  and  younger  and 
sweeter  in  voice  than  before ;  although  such  bra- 
vura work  as  the  Una  voce  poco  fa,  well  as  it  was 
executed,  with  a  pretty  free  adaptation  of  its 
florid  text  to  the  singer's  conveniences,  betrayed 
the  wear  of  the  voice  too  plainly.  Her  Dunque 
io  sono  was  more  agreeable  ;  but  throughout,  in 
this  as  in  all  her  parts,  her  music  was  but  the 
fluid  medium  of  her  arch  impersonation,  and  was 
ever  true  in  intention  and  character.  At  times 
there  were  passages  of  rare  sweetness  in  her  sing- 
ing.    In  the  concerted  pieces  it  was  always  fine. 

The  trio  Zilii,  zitti  was  perfection  itself  in  the 
delivery  of  all  three  artists ;  in  the  rich  chords 
where  the  voices  dwell  upon  the  word  piano,  it 
seemed  as  if  all  the  melody  and  sweetness  of  the 
whole  opera  flowed  into  one  climax  of  beauty  and 
expression.  But  there  is  no  room  to  single  out 
gems,  where  every  leaf  glistened  with  its  own 
fresh  dew-drop.  The  choruses  and  ensembles 
were  generally  quite  good,  and  the  delicious 
orchestral  accompaniments  left  no  place  barren  or 
confused  in  this  tropical  garden  of  musical  flowers. 
Dame  Bertha,  the  housekeeper,  as  personated  by 
Sig.  MoRRA,  came  in  for  a  fair  share  of  the  credit 
of  the  humorous  and  harmonious  whole.  Long 
live  "  the  Barber,"  and  may  it  not  be  the  last 
time  that  we  shall  hear  it  so  well  represented  I 
Norma. 

On  Monday  evening  the  theatre  presented  a 
superb  spectacle.     The  auditorium,  thronged  at 
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an  early  hour,  in  every  part -from  parquet  to  gal- 
lery (from  whose  dizzy  heights  the  eager  listeners 
leaned  forward)  with  the  most  brilliant  company 
ever  brought  together  into  our  city,  formed  one 
ideal,  fairy-like  ensemble  with  the  stage  ;  one 
wanted  eyes  to  see  on  every  side  at  once.  For 
the  first  time  the  full  beauty  of  the  new  Boston 
Theatre  appeared.  Such  was  the  eagerness  to 
verify  the  tradition  of  "  Grisi's  Norma."  It 
was  Grisi,  and  not  Bellini,  or  his  music,  that  most 
went  for.  Norma,  as  music,  as  an  opera,  is  in 
itself,  we  fancy,  one  of  the  feeblest  attractions 
that  could  be  offered  to  our  music-lovers.  Norma 
is  in  truth  one  of  the  least  inspiring  or  inspired 
operas  that  keep  the  stage.  Its  music  is  mostly 
■  dull,  monotonous  and  hacknied  ;  a  continued  suc- 
cession of  sentimental,  sugary  melody,  which  cloys 
and  yields  no  nourishment.  The  inspiration  out 
of  which  it  was  written  seems  to  have  been  a  mor- 
bid sentiment,  a  subjective  harping  upon  one 
chord.  The  Sonnamhula,  less  ambitious  in  its 
plan,  is  fresher,  stronger,  fuUer-of  melodic  inven- 
tion, and  wears  better.  One's  nerves  and  feel- 
ings lose  tone  and  vigor  in  long  listening  to  such 
music  ;  it  overcomes  one  like  a  dog-day  heat. 
Think  of  those  tedious  stretches  of  thin  melody  in 
the  duets  between  Adalgisa  and  Pollio,  and  be- 
tween Norma  and  Adalgisa  in  the  third  act ! 
Think  how  utterly  uninteresting  the  whole  music 
and  the  whole  part  of  Pollio !  It  has  some  manly 
ring  in  the  trio  of  the  second  and  in  the  last 
act ;  but  the  opening  romanza,  where  he 
relates  his  dream,  is  the  very  sugar  and  water  of 
music.  Casta  diva  is  a  noble  melody  ;  but  this  it 
was  not  supposed  that  Grisi,  after  the  ravages 
that  time  has  made  in  her  voice,  could  sing  to  any 
great  perfection  ;  nor  did  she  ;  its  large,  sustained 
phrasing  she  got  over  rather  hastily,  and  marked 
breathing  spells  were  necessary  to  fit  her  for  the 
vocal'gymnastics  of  the  florid  allegro  that  succeeds. 
There  are  fine  touches  of  musical  invention  here 
and  there ;  and  there  are  passages  enough  to  give 
scope  to  the  supreme  dramatic  genius  of  a  Grisi, 
which  was  exerted  that  night  in  a  manner  that 
surpassed  anything  of  the  kind,  which  we  have 
ever  witnessed  on  the  stage,  whether  sung  or 
spoken. 

The  tradition  of  Grisi's  Norma  was  indeed 
verified.  It  was  a  great  lyrical  effort,  great 
throughout ;  great  not  merely  in  single  lightning 
flashes  of  power  and  passion,  as  where  she  de- 
nounces Pollio:  Ak,  noil  tremare,  0  perjido  !  and 
in  the  trio  that  succeeds ;  or  again  in  the  last 
scene :  Qual  cor  tradisti ;  but  great  in  the  sus- 
tained unity  and  consistency  of  the  entire  imper- 
sonation, where  every  shade  and  change  of  feel- 
ing, from  the  mother's  tenderness  to  the  sublime 
rage  of  the  priestess,  had  just  its  weight  and  color 
of  expi-ession  ;  and  greater  still,  that  nothing  was 
overdone ;  the  total  impression  was  of  the  most 
classical  repose  and  harmony.  So  perfect  was  it 
in  the  conception  and  in  feeling,  that  after  the 
Casta  diva,  you  forget  all  defects  of  voice.  The 
voice  was  but  the  medium  and  instrument  of  pas- 
sion ;  it  did  not  permit  you  to  separate  it  from  the 
action  and  judge  its  efforts  as  mere  singino-;  the 
music  was  absorbed  into  the  dramatic  impersona- 
tion, and  was  simply  the  strong  light  in  which  that 
was  steeped  and  grew  transparent ;  which  we 
take  to  be  the  true  office  of  dramatic  music. 
Doubtless  the  greater  largeness  and  richness  of 
that  voice  when  in  its  prime,  when  its  use  had  not 
to   be    husbanded    against    emphatic    moments, 


would  have  added  to  the  luxury  of  the  whole ;  but 
we  can  scarcely  doubt  upon  the  other  hand,  that 
the  art  had  grown  more  than  the  voice  had 
waned,  and  to  the  lover  of  essential  beauty  there 
is  a  peculiar -potency  in  that  more  spiritual  charm 
which  glows  through  outward  symptoms  of  decay. 
And  in  this  case,  indeed,  one  feels  that  the  voice 
has  only  been  the  generous  victim  of  the  entire- 
ness  and  unstinted  abandon  of  her  acting,  and  so 
honors  the  faithful  servant  all  the  more.  Yet 
occasionally,  amid  the  pervading  and  pre-occupy- 
ing  charm  of  the  impersonation,  the  mere  voice 
claims  admiration  for  itself.  There  was  now  and 
then  a  long  sustained  high  note  of  the  purest  and 
most  penetrating  beauty ;  or  a  remarkable  trill, 
the  unconscious  birth  as  it  were  of  passion,  or  an 
impassioned  phrase  or  whole  passage,  as  in  the 
non  tremare,  before  named,  where  every  note  was 
like  the  hand-writing  on  the  wall ;  and  in  the 
tenderer  scenes  the  tear  was  in  the  voice  likewise. 
Of  the  superb  figure,  classical  poses,  gestures, 
looks,  and  all  pervading  majesty  and  grace  of 
Grisi  in  Norma,  we  can  say  nothing  that  has  not 
been  said  thousands  of  times  ;  as  she  stood  upon 
the  altar  steps,  it  was  the  picture  made  alive  which 
we  have  all  seen  of  her  years  ago.  Then  she 
became  the  focus  of  a  splendid  and  ideal  coup 
(f  ceil,  embracing  scenic  stage  and  elegantly 
peopled  and  excited  auditorium,  worth  going  far 
to  see  and  be  a  conscious  atom  of  for  once. 

Mario's  part  was,  as  we  have  said,  one  of  the 
most  uninteresting  and  ungrateful  for  a  prima 
tenore.  Yet  he  made  the  most  of  Consul 
Pollio.  He  sang  the  music  throughout  in  his 
full  chest  voice,  resolved  if  possible  to  be  the 
Roman,  if  the  play  does  involve  him  in  a  mean 
predicament.  He  sang  splendidly  in  the  trio  and 
in  the  last  scene,  which  is  about  all  the  interesting 
music  that  falls  to  his  part,  and  he  shared  in  all 
the  enthusiastic  recalls,  although  everything  that 
night  was  purely  secondary  to  the  Grisi.  Ma- 
rio's voice  also  must  be  past  its  prime,  for  he  has 
to  husband  its  best  strength  for  glorious  moments, 
(less  so  this  time,  to  be  sure),  making  a  delicious 
sotto  voce  avail  for  the  rest.  But  from  anything 
that  we  have  Tiere  seen,  we  cannot  tax  him  with 
indifferent  slighting  of  his  roles.  Sometimes,  in 
his  opening  recitatives,  there  is  a  little  hardness 
and  ordinariness  in  some  of  his  tones;  but  his 
good  star  prevails  as  he  goes  on,  and  he  has  the 
art  of  finding  and  producing  more  and  more  suc- 
cessfully, as  the  play  warms,  the  best  intrinsic 
beauty  of  his  organ. 

SusiNi,  in  voice,  person  and  majestic  bearing, 
made  a  grand  Arch-Druid  Oroveso ;  but  for  some 
time  his  voice,  as  is  the  wont  of  many  heavy 
basses,  sank  below  true  pitch.  Signorina  DoNO- 
VANi  has  not  a  bad  voice,  and  sang  her  first 
piece  in  a  way  that  elicited  sincere  and  encour- 
aging applause.  She  won  respect  also  by  the 
earnest  carefulness  with  which  she  carried 
through  the  part  of  Adalgisa.  But  she  has  a 
painful  guttural  way  of  producing  her  tones,  and 
by  no  means  enough  vocal  virtuosity  to  get  tri- 
umphantly through  that  long  and  florid  stretch  of 
duets  in  the  middle  of  the  play,  which  seem  to 
have  owed  all  their  significance  to  the  vocal  dis- 
play of  the  great  singers  for  whom  they  were 
originally  written.  The  Druid  choruses  were 
effectively  sung,  and  the  whole  mise  en  scene  was" 
quite  imposing;  of  the  orchestra  we  scarcely 
thought,  so  absorbing  was  Grisi,  so  uninteresting 
in  itself  the  music — that  is,  beyond  a  certain 


young  and  rose-hued  period  of  one's  musical  ex- 
perience, which,  as  one  generation  graduates, 
another  of  course  enters. 

The  triumph  of  that  night  was  Grisi's.     The 
triumph  of  Norma  always,  we  can  fancy,  belongs 
in  the  main  to  Grisi  and  to  Pasta  before  her, 
whether  to  them  in  the  first  instance,  or  as  re- 
flected by  them  on  their  imitators.     Grisi   gone, 
and  we  may  well  doubt  if  the  opera  shall  have 
life  enough  left  in   it  to  save  it.     For  what  we 
have  said  of  it  musically,  is  nothing  new  or  strange. 
It  is  the  common  feeling  of  most  music-lovers  who 
have  musical  experience.    It  keeps  its  place  upon 
the  stage,  then,  more  by  secondary  and  factitious 
reasons.     Its  popularity  may  be  about  one  part 
in  ten  musical, — ^and  that  is  the  interest  which 
semi-musical  people,   mostly  sentimental,  young 
people,  feel  in  such  continuous  sugary  melody,  all 
in  one  key  of  sentiment.     The  other  nine  parts 
are  due  to   Pasta,   who    "  created  the  role "  of 
Norma,  and  to  Grisi,  who  with  equal  or  more 
dramatic  genius,  reproduces  it ;   to  the  circum- 
stance that  it  keeps  one  or  two  persons  continually 
in  exclusive  prominence  upon  the  stage,  the  mul- 
titude having  always  more  personal  curiosity  than 
they  have   musical,   or   intellectual,   or  artistic  ; 
especially  when  those    persons  happen  to  be  a 
Grisi,  a  Mario ! — finally,  to  the  tragic  spell  of  the 
plot,  and  to  the  classical  mantle  that  is  thrown 
about  the  whole  thing  on  the  stage.     But  Grisi's 
triumph  was  complete  ;  she  must  have  renewed 
her  best  days  in  the  magnetism  of  such  a  splendid 
and  responsive   audience.     Breathless  attention, 
murmured  bravos,  bursts   of  uncontainable  ap- 
plause,  callings   before  the   curtain,  showers  of 
boquets,  tears   and  tremulous  lips  in  trying   to 
speak  about  it,  were  her  trophies. 
La  Favoiuta. 
We  did  not  hear  this  last  week,  and  were  glad 
on  Wednesday  evening  to  get  a  considerably  bet- 
ter impression  than  we  had  before  entertained  of 
the  musical  and  dramatic  merit  of  this  work  of 
Donizetti.     It  was  admirably  performed,  as  well  as 
put  upon  the  stage ;  the  cloister  scene  in  the  last 
act  being  the  most  imposing,  (in  full  keeping  with 
the  solemn  church-like  music  and  the  great  tragic 
acting  of  both  Grisi  and  Mario  there,)  that  we 
remember  on  the  stage.     It  begins  with  an  un- 
commonly elaborate  sort  of  an  overture,  in  which 
there  is  no  lack  of  contrapuntal  art ;  and  in  the 
concerted  pieces  generally,  especially  the  Andante 
finale  of  the  third  act,  and   the  chants  and  cho- 
ruses of  the  monks,  Donizetti  seems  to  have  under- 
taken to  display  a  musician's  learning.     This  has 
not  escaped  the  attention  of  that  generous  critic, 
Liszt,  who  pronounces   the  Favorita,   with  the 
Don  Sebastian,  "  the  most   carefull}'  elaborated 
product,  and   the  richest  blossom  of  Donizetti's 
talent,"  and  complains  that  it  is  so  little  known  in 
Germany,  compared  with  Lucia,  Lucrezia,  &c. 
He  tells  us  moreover  it  was  written  for  the  Grand 
Opera  of  Paris,  and  for  Mme.  Stolz,  who  was 
then  reigning  Favorite-assoluta  ;  and  that  Doni- 
zetti  followed   the  example   of  Rossini    (in   his 
"  Tell,")   in  writing  for  a  stage  which  made  so 
much  higher  dramatic  requirements  of  him,  than 
any  theatres  in  Italy.    Yet,  regarded  as  a  musical 
composition  simply,  it  certainly  cannot  be  called 
a  very  inspired  chef-d'oeuvre,  and  abounds  in  the 
sickly  common-places  of  modern  operatic  intensi- 
ty.    It  is  its  powerful  dramatic  structure  which, 
with  such  great  interpreters  as  we  have,  accounts 
for  its  success. 
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Grisi's  Leonora,  as  a  lyric-dramatic  effort,  ap- 
peared to  us  as  great,  if  not  even  greater,  than 
her  Norma.  Its  greatness  was  more  constantly- 
apparent  in  every  passage  and  detail,  since  the 
dramatic  interest  here  is  never  suspended  as  in 
Norma  for  long  episodes  of  vocal  virtuosity,  duets, 
&c.  It  was  a  wonderfully  complete  work  of  Art. 
Having  such  easy  command  of  the  musical  re- 
sources, she  could  use  them  as  if  without  thinking 
of  them,  wholly  absorbed  in  her  dramatic  char- 
acter; and  then  music  becomes  an  upbuoying 
tide  beneath  the  actor,  making  it  easier  to  sustain 
the  intense  effort  of  embodying  and  realizing  an 
imaginary  character  and  fate  through  several 
hours.  For  music,  in  the  lyric  drama,  not  only 
helps  the  illusion  to  the  audience,  but  insulates 
the  actor  in  his  own  consciousness  from  all  that  is 
of  every-day  and  common-place,  surrounds  him 
with  a  visionary  sphere,  and  supplies  ideal  atmo- 
sphere to  his  ideal  part.  Grisi  is  enough  mistress 
of  the  vocal  art  for  that.  As  a  singer,  some  of 
her  best  efforts  were  heard  this  time.  Her 
O  mio  Fernando,  was  most  expressive,  penetrat- 
ing, powerful  singing,  especially  in  the  latter 
movement.  And  in  every  way  her  tragical  last 
scene  was  beyond  all  praise. 

In  this  opera,  as  is  not  the  case  in  Norma,  the 
interest  is  shared  by  three  other  characters,  which 
were  nobly  sustained.  For  pathelic  song  and 
action,  Fernando  proved  to  be  Mario's  best 
part  so  far.  His  Spirlo  geniil  (he  used  other 
words  —  Angiol  d'amor,  or  something  of  that 
sound)  was  the  perfection  of  voice,  art  and  ex- 
pression. Salvi's  was  fine,  but  it  wept  itself 
away  to  nothing,  and  the  thing  became  stereo- 
tj-ped  with  him.  This  you  couid  not  imagine  of 
Mario's  rendering.  The  song  itself  is  peculiar, 
and  peculiarly  for  him.  It  is  in  truth  not  a  song, 
not  a  melody  at  all;  but  a  very  ingeniously  con- 
trived chant,  or  musical  declamation,  where  the 
voice  utters  sentences  upon  one  note,  in  such  a 
way  that  the  e.xpression  and  the  charm  reside  in 
each  pure  single  tone  itself,  its  breadth,  its  sweet- 
ness, its  swell  and  vanish,  its  tremulous  fulness  of 
soul  and  feeling.  Never  have  we  known  an  audi- 
ence so  wrought  upon  by  pure  tone.  It  was  even 
better  upon  repetition.  B.vdiali's  king  Alfonso 
was  superb  throughout,  and  SusiNi  wielded  the 
thunders  of  the  Church  with  fitting  energy  and 
grandeur. 

1        MW        I 

Crcwded  Out. — Opera  absorbs  all,  this  week,  and  we  are 
obliged  to  postpone  notice  of  Mile.  De  Lamotte's  fine  concert, 
and  Che  opening  of  the  magnificeEt  Organ  built  by  the  Messrs. 
Simmons  for  the  new  church  in  Somerset  street,  (this,  how- 
ever, there  will  be  another  chance  to  hear  on  Monday  after- 
noon); of  new  publications,  &c.  &c. 


dJ>. 


The  Reduced  Prices.— Last  week  we  alluded  to  the 
warfare  going  on  among  music-sellera,  and  hinted  a  few  con- 
jectures, purely  our  own,  aa  to  the  probable  effect  which  the 
new  system  of  selling  "non-copyright"  music  at  half  price 
may  have  upon  the  publication  and  sale  of  good  music.  We 
are  no  parties  to  the  controversy,  and  think  it  too  purely  a 
mercantile  matter  to  interest  the  readers  of  an  Art  Journal. 
We  print  the  following  communication,  setting  forth  one  side 
of  the  matter,  since  we  promised  so  to  do,  perhaps  unwisely. 
Another  long  commutiication  of  the  same  sort  has  been  re- 
ceived, which  we  must  decline  publishing.  Our  advertising 
columns  are  of  course  open  to  it.  as  to  all  such  matters  purely 
concerning  the  business  interests  of  the  writer. 

New  York,  Jan.  16,  1855. 
Editor  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music  : 

Dear  Sik — Your  article  on  the  War  among  the  Music 
publiahers,  was  evidently  written  from  a  representation 
of  one  side  of  the  iiffair,  and  we  deem  it  a  duty  to  our- 
selves, and  we  believe  you  will  in  justice  to  the  public, 
give  an  unprejudiced  statement  of  the  necessities  which 
required  ihia  change,  in  a  business  point  of  view,  as 
well  as  the  probable  results  in  bringing  forward  whatever 
lalent  we  may  now  have  or  mny  hereafter  have  in  this 
country.  You  are  doubtless  aware  that  every  piece  of 
music  reprinted  from  foreign  copies,  which  has  become 
at  all  popular,  has  found  numerous  publishers,  and  a  large 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  duplicatii'g  editions  of  one 
piece,  when  one  or  at  most  two  seta  of  plates  would 
have  supplied  the  entire  demand.  The  reason  for  dupli- 
cating the  editions  w:is  simply  that  it  wns  cheaper  for  a 
publisher  to  re-engrave  it  than  buy  from  the  original  pub- 
lisher; because  the  price  was  much  too  high.  Then, 
agnin,  when  from  five  to  twenty  editions  come  in  com- 
petition in  the  market  the  result  has  been  that  each  pub- 


lisher has  striven  to  overbid  the  othprs  in  offering  dis- 
counts to  the  trade,  till  25,  33  1-3  nnd  even  40  per  rent, 
in  addition  to  the  vjiual  trade  discount,  hns  been  offered 
and  made, — yet.  with  nil  this  discount  to  dealers,  Ihere 
has  been  no  corresponding  discount  to  the  poblic.  These 
large  discounts  of  course  led  to  competition  in  the  retail 
and  retTul.ir  dealers  throughout  the  country,  who  would 
find  their  neighbors  in  the  book,  jewelry  or  other  trrtde 
underselling  them  in  their  own  troods.  It  hns  been  of 
dnily  occurrence  thnt  persons  would  come  into  onr  store 
and  refuse  to  pay  the  price  asked  for  nnd  printed  upon 
music  as  the  net  prices,  because  they  could  buy  and 
were  in  the  habit  oF  buying  it  elsewhere  for  very  much 
less. 

These  and  mnny  other  matters  of  the  kind  have  led  us 
to  reflect  how  best  to  cure  the  evils  of  the  trade,  and 
we  have  determined  that  on  this  principle  alone  cnn  it 
be  done.  IT'e  willplare  a  price  vpnnour  music  at.  ivhich 
top  will  sell  to  the  public,  which  shall  he  as  low  as  it  can  be 
afforded,  allowing  a  rumunerative  profit  to  the  publisher 
and  dealer. 

The  public  will  first  be  benefited  in  this  by  a  very 
considerable  reduction  in  price.  The  dealers  will  be 
benefited  by  being  enabled  to  control  the  trade  of  their 
respective  districts  and  to  know  that  their  customers  are 
as  well  served  by  them  as  by  anv  body  else. 

The  publisher  will  be  benefited  by  not  having  his 
pieces  duplicated  ns  it  will  be  the  interest  of  other  pub- 
lishers to  buy  from  him  and  invest  their  capital  in  some 
other  good  work,  the  entire  or  principal  sale  of  which  he 
will  secure  by  being  the  first  publisher.  The  cause  of 
music  will  be  advanced  by  the  publishers  seeking  more 
diligently  for  good  copyriirht  works  and  others,  calling 
forth  whatever  latent  genius  we  may  have  amonir  us. 
It  is  not  our  intention  to  speak  against  those  who  have 
combined  to  crush  our  movement,  for  many  of  them  are 
our  warm  personal  friends  and  for  whom  we  have  the 
highest  esteem, — suffice  it  to  say  we  are  willing  they 
should  put  their  price  on  their  own  music  just  as  they 
please,  and  we  claim  the  same  privilege.  We  have 
chosen  in  the  first  place  to  put  it  so  as  to  conform  to  the 
established  currency  of  our  country;  and  though  our 
prices  are  very  much  less  than  heretofore,  vet  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  trade  in  our  large  Western  cities 
are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  discounts  made  to  them, 
and  have  entered  fully  into  our  plans  as  being  a  great  re- 
form which  will  be  beneficial  to  all.  We  have  not  asked 
or  expected  any  one  to  reprint  Beethoven's  or  Mozart's 
Sonatas  at  a  less  price  than  woujd  afford  a  profit ;  and 
when  in  committee  one  of  your  own  largest  and  most 
respectable  Boston  houses  supported  our  views  and  reso- 
lutions, and  presented  them  to  the  so-called  Board  of 
Trade  with  his  approval.  These  resolutions,  as  well  as 
ourselves,  were  ruled  out  of  the  Bnard  because  we  would 
not  first  sign  a  renouncement  of  our  position  and  be 
bound  by  the  dictation  of  the  Board,  not  only  in  the 
publication  price  and  sale  of  our  non-copyrights,  but  also 
of  our  copyrights,  worthless  or  not  as  you  may  choose  to 
deem  them,  yet  our  property  and  ours  alone,  and  in 
which  we  will  never  suffer  dictation..  We  are  now 
ostracized  from  the  trade,  and  they  are  bound  under  a 
heavy  penalty  not  to  sell  to  us  music  or  to  supply  any 
one  who  will  sell  to  us  ;  and,  furthermore,  they  will  not 
buy  our  music  or  sell  to  any  one  who  will  sell  at  the 
reduced  prices. 

We  are  content  to  stand  on  this  ground  before  the 
public,  but  we  will  continue  to  manage  our  own  business 
in  accordance  with  our  own  judgment,  and  will  suffer 
dictation  from  no  one.  We  have  neither  the  power  nor 
the  desire  to  change  the  prices  of  others,  and  will  suffer 
no  dictation  as  regards  the  prices  we  shall  .charge  for  our 
goods.  We  have  forgotten  to  say  that  our  copyrights 
are  very  considerably  reduced,  as  well  as  our  non-copy- 
rights— this  is  an  important  correction  of  your  article. 
AVm.  Hall  &.  Son. 


gl  tr  to  0  r  t  i  s  e  m  r  n  t  s . 

HEWS'  PATENT  AMERICAN   ACTION 
PIANO-FOKTE. 

From  the  illustrious  Pianist^  L.  M.   GOTTSCHALK^  to  Mr. 
Hews''  Agent  at  Nexo  York. 

New  York,  Dec.  6, 1853. 
Mr.  N.  P.  CuRTiss  :  Dear  Sir, — Having  had  the  pleasure  of 
performing  upon  Geo.  Hews'  American  Patent  Action  Piano, 
at  the  World's  P'uir  in  this  city  the  present  year,  and  other 
of  his  Pianos  at  your  Warerooms,  which  afforded  me  much 
gratification,  I  cheerfully  recommend  them  to  the  public.  I 
am  very  glad  of  the  improvement  in  thea<^tion.  These  instru- 
menrs  likewise  are  of  excellent  tone,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the 
perfection  of  the  scales.  Very  Kespectfully, 

L.  M.  GOTTSCHALK. 

GEORGE  HEWS  has  removed  to  the  building  lately 
occupied  by  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  No.  379  Washington 
Street.  Jan.  27    4t 

F.    F.     MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OP  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Piani.st  of  the  Itondel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Resilience,  ^o.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 

OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
WiNTHROP  House.  Terms :— S^SO  per  quarter  of  24  Iftssons, 
two  a  week  ;  $30  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 


BOSTON    THEATRE. 

EXTRA     PERFORMANCE. 
Kr  O^t  3VE.A. 

■mil   be  repeated   THIS    (SATURDAY)   AFTERNOON,  27th 
just  ,  commencing  at  3  o'clock. 

Tickets  S2.    Amphitheatre  75  cents. 

Places  may  he  secnrcii  at   WADE'S  Music   Store,  No.  197 
Washington  street,  and  at  the  Theatre. 

BOSTON    THEATRE. 


Mr.  HACKETT,  thankful  for  the  liberal  en- 

couragement  afforded  his  entprprise,  and  for  the  brilliant  Jind 
cheering  reception  acoorded  to  MADAME  GRIST  and  SIGNOR 
MARIO,  and  the  other  eminent  Artistes  comprising  his  corps 
fyri{(7ie,  by  the  citizens  of  Boston,  has  determined  to  prolong 
their  stay  here 

ONE    WEEK    MORE, 

and  to  reduce  accordingly  the  already  very  limited  number  of 
farewell  pcrformnnces  hitherto  designed  for  New  York,  prior 
to  their  return  thence  to  Europe  by  U.  S.  mail  steamer  Atlan- 
tic, on  the  2l3t  of  next  month. 

During  the  week  MADAME  QEISI  and  SIGNOR  MARIO 
will  perform  as  follows ; 

MONDAY,  Jan.  29th,  for  the  first  time  in  America, 

DON"  GIOVANNI. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jan.  Slst,  for  the  last  time  ia  America, 

LUCREZIA  BORGIA. 

FRIDAY,  Teh.  2d, 

A  Favorite  Opera. 

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  Feb.  3d,  last  time  in  America, 

I  PURITANI. 

Places  for  all  or  either  of  the  above  represent^itions,  may  be 
procured  at  WADE'S,  197  Washington  street. 

CHAMBER  CONCERTS. 

€liB  BirKtolssnjm  (antnttttt  Cluli, 

Respectfully  announce  to  their  subscribers  and  the  public  of 
Boston  that  their 

SISTH     CONCERT 

Of  the  Series  will  take  place 

On  Tuesday  Evening,  Jan'y  30th, 

AT    Messrs.   C  H  IC  KERING 'S    ROOMS, 

Assisted  by 
BIT.  JAMES  C.  D.  PARKER,  Pianist. 

Schumann's  Piano  Quintette— Rondo  Polacca  for  Piano  and 
Tioloncello,  by  Chopin — Beethoven's  Grand  Quartette  in  F, 
No.  7,— and  Mozart's  Clarinette  Quintette,  etc.j  will  be  pre- 
sented. 

X:r"HaIf  Packages  of  Tickets,  $2.50:  Single  tickets,  ©1,  can 
be  obtained  at  the  usual  places. 
[Cr'The  Concert  will  commence  at  7K  o^clock  precisely, 

AFTERNOON  CONCERTS. 
THE     ORCHESTRAL     UNION, 

AT   THE 

BOSTON   MUSIC   HALL. 

Every  Wednesday,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

And  continue  through  the  season. 
CARI^   ZERRAHW Conductor, 

Single  tickets,  26  cts  :  Packages  of  6  tickets,  ®1 :  for  sale  at 
the  music  stores  and  at  the  door.  Nov  23 


THE     OPERAS. 

COMPLETE  EDITIOHfS,  WORDS  and  BIUSIC. 

The  following  volumes  of  DITSON'S  EDITION  OF  STAN- 
DARD 0PEKA8  are  now  ready.  Each  contains  English  and 
Italian  words,  with  a  sketch  of  the  author,  and  a  brief  synop- 
sis of  the  principal  incidents  of  the  plot. 

Price, 

NORMA, by  Bellini,  166  pp.  quarto,  2  00 

LA  SONNAMBDLA, "         175  "  2.00 

LDCKEZL^  BORGIA,.... Donizetti,  182  "  2  00 

LUCIA  DI  LAMMEKMOOR,      "         16S  "  2.00 

ERNANI, Verdi,  192  "  2  00 

DON  GIOVANNI,(Pianosolo)Mozurt,  80  "  100 

"  The  size  of  these  volumes  enables  them  to  be  used  without 
any  inconvenience,  and  we  hope  in  our  musical  campaign  to 
see  them  as  much  consulted  as  opera  glasses." —  Transcript. 

"  Here  are  the  finest  productions  at  prices  which  none  can 
object  to,  and  we  heartily  commend  all  the  volumes  to  the 
good  taste  and  patronage  of  every  lovor  of  music." — Musical 
World. 

Published  by        Oliver  Dl^son,  115  Washington  St. 


^-- 


136 


DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


YOUNG  LABIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Rooma  in  eonne  tion  with  Mr.  E.  A.  Beaman's  Yoang  Ladies' 

School,  No.  23  Temple  Place. 

E.  R.  BliAWCHARD,  Teacher. 

AUo,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

RESIDENCE,  24  WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  ia  designed  for  all  who  wish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  read  music  readily  at  si^ht,  and  is  particularly  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  thenipelves  to  receive  in- 
struction-, from  the  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  with  first  principles  and  pro- 
ceeding upwards,  by  regular  and  successive  Hteps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Music  as  wilt  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  difficult  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  which  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Webb  &  Co,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  Blanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instnactioii  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Young  Ladies'  A'ocal  Music  Scbool,we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,       Geo.  J.  Webb,         F.  F.  Muller, 

Geo.  F.  Koot,  B.  F.  Baser. 

Sept  30  tf 

ADOLPH    KIELBLOCK, 

United  States  Hotel.  Dec  30 


CONCERT    HALL, 

CORNER  OF  EUCLID  STREET  AND  PUBLIC  SQUARE, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

This  new  and  elegant  hall,  designed  expressly  for  concerts 
and  lectures,  is  now  open  for  artists  and  others  intending  to 
give  entertainments  in  Cleveland. 

The  hall  is  well  lighted,  handsomely  frescoed  and  decorated, 
and  will  seat  comfortably  1200  persons.  Its  central  location 
renders  it  the  most  desirable  of  any  in  the  city. 

For  terms,  etc.,  apply  to  HOLBROOK  &  LONG, 

Piano-Forte  Dealers,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

A  CARD. Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  (duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 

SIGIVOR  AUGUSTO  BENDELARI,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  trO  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  great 
success  in  Europe. 

AppUcations  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Adgusto  Besdelari,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

EEFEBEKCE8. 


Rev,  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop, 
Arthur  L.  Payson,  Esq. 
Sept  9 


Samuel  G.  Ward,  Esq. 
John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 


BIR.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hay  ward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

References — R.  E.  Apthorp,  C.C.Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight, Esqa, 
Sept  23  tf. 


E.  K.  BLANCHARD, 

TEA.CHER  OF  THE  PIJVNO  AX»  SIXGIKG. 

Eesidenoe,  24  West  Cedar  Street. 
Re/erencef  CfEo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD. 

TEACHER     OP     MUSIC, 

S65  Washiugtoni  Street,  Boston. 

CHICKERING   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTUREES  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OP  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


^. 


■WAREROOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr29  BOSTON.  tf 


NOW    READY: 

Third  and  Cheap  Edition  of  the 

MODERN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PMO-FORTE, 

BY  NATHAN  RICHARJDSON. 

Inasmuch  as  the  demand  for  a  cheaper  edition  of  this  In- 
struction Book  has  been  so  great,  particulurly  among  Teachers, 
heads  of  Seminaries,  &c  ,  the  publisher  has  been  induced  to 
issue  an  eJirion  rontaining  precisely  the  same  matter,  bnt 
bound  in  a  pUiiner  style.  This  Method  is  more  complete  and 
systematic  than  any  other  publii^hed  in  this  country  or  Europe, 
and  is  now  the  cheapest.  It  is  recommended  by  all  the  first 
Teacher?,  as  being  the  very  best. 

Price,  in  plain  binding S3,00 

In  the  original  style,  full  gilt ®4,00 

Copies  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  on  the 
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[Translated  for  this  Journal.] 

Mozart's  "  Don  Giovanni." 

BY  A.  OULIBICHEFF. 

Light  and  Shade. 
At  the  very  moment  m  which  the  composer 
had  made  his  choice  of  a  poem,  a  black-sealed 
letter  was  haijded  to  him.  It  announced  the  death 
of  his  father, — a  father  who  had  been  his  teacher, 
his  guide  for  twenty  years,  and  his  inseparable 
companion  in  his  youthful  triumphs.  This  event, 
natural  and  easily  foreseen  as  it  may  have  been, 
must  have  made  a  strong  expression  upon  Mo- 
zart's loving  soul  and  mind  already  familiar  with 
the  most  mournful  thoughts.  But  look  at  him  a 
few  months  later,  when  he  has  come  back  to  his 


beloved  Prague,  which  idolizes  him,  and  where 
one  feast,  one  concert  follows  close  upon  another, 
cheered  by  the  enthusiasm  which  he  has  himself 
inspired.droller  than  ever  in  his  talk,  more  wonder- 
ful than  ever  at  his  piano-forte.  Hundreds,  per- 
haps thousands  of  confidential  friends  surround 
him ;  the  whole  cit}'  is  his  confidential  friend. 
He  finds  himself  in  the  midst  of  a  troupe  of  Ital- 
ian singers,  pleasant  brothers  and  young  amateurs 
from  the  first  classes,  who  gather  round  him  every 
day,  as  round  the  central  point  of  business  and 
enjoyment,  each  emulous  to  be  the  first  to  try  and 
appreciate  the  new  masterpiece,  or  to  salute  each 
newly  finished  number  with  a  libation  of  cham- 
pagne. A  baptism  entirely  worthy  of  a  "  Don 
Juan,"  no  one  will  deny.  Mozakt  gratefully 
acknowledges  the  bumpers  tendered  at  the  hand 
of  friendship,  and  undoubtedly  some  love  atfairs 
are  going  on  in  secret  at  the  same  time.  Visits, 
pleasure  parties,  musical  evenings,  confidential 
sessions  round  the  punch-bowl,  and  finally  re- 
hearsals, claim  his  entire  day.  As  usual,  only 
the  night  remains  to  him  for  writing.  But  then 
the  scene  is  changed ;  all  the  laughing  images  of 
the  day  have  vanished ;  all  the  jovial  noise  is  si- 
lenced ;  MozAUT  is  alone,  and  he  sits  behind 
two  wax  candles  at  his  work-table,  busy  with  his 
score.  The  October  wind  whistles  in  his  ears  to 
the  accompaniment  of  dead  leaves  rustling  to  the 
ground.  Shuddering  he  feels  the  moment  of  his 
daily  change  draw  nigh.  The  planet,  whose  rota- 
tion leads  his  intellectual  life,  turns  to  him  the 
night-side  of  its  disk,  on  which  the  self-same  im- 
age is  continually  impressed.  He  would  fain  flee 
from  this  unavoidable  image  ;  he  writes  down  the 
jovial,  erotic  or  grotesque  inspirations,  which  the 
impressions  of  the  day  have  awakened  and  alrea- 
dy matured  in  his  head.  He  writes,  but  suddenly 
it  occurs  to  him  that  the  hero  of  the  piece,  the 
living  type  of  all  the  joys  of  earth,  is  a  young 
man  doomed  to  the  grave,  into  which  he  must 
descend  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  activity  of 
his  corruptible  and  too  seductive  genius.  But  is 
not  this  genius  that  of  the  composer  himself, 
which  has  now  reached  its  culminating  point? 
Must  it  not,  now  that  it  has  by  such  immense  pro- 
portions overstepped  all  known  limits,  react  in  a 
destructive  manner  on  the  composer,  as  well  as 
upon  that  form  ?  did  not  the  same  fate  await  them 
both  ?  With  these  thoughts  of  the  grave,  which 
the  sleepiness  consequent  upon  too  long  waking 
had  perhaps  shaped  into  images,  would  the  soli- 
tude of  the  composer  people  itself  with  phantoms. 


Now  calls  to  him  the  shade  of  his  father  through 
the  voice  of  the  Commendatore ;  now  appears  the 
beloved  Muse,  that  binds  him  so  firmly  to  this  life, 
pale,  with  dishevelled  hair,  in  loose  mourning 
robes,  under  the  features  of  Donna  Anna,  and 
whispers  to  him  a  farewell,  such  as  only  could  be 
heard  and  repeated  by  himself  (in  the  Sextet : 
Lascia  almen  alia  mia  pena,  &c.)  Thus  the  im- 
pressions of  the  day  furnished  the  lights ;  those 
of  the  night  the  shadows. 

We  cannot  but  be.  struck  beyond  measure, 
when  we  see  the  wonderful  relation  of  the  thoughts 
of  the  poem  not  only  with  the  deepest  and  most 
special  individuality  of  Mozakt,  but  also  with 
the  accidental  causes  which  placed  him,  the  com- 
poser, in  circumstances  and  states  of  mind  so  fully 
analogous  with  the  numerous  and  very  contra- 
dictory requirements  of  his  work.  We  turn  to 
other,  not  less  important  circumstances.         ^ 

First  Inteupketers  and  Public. 
The  only  public  in  Europe,  which  perfectly 
understood  Mozakt's  music,  was  that  of  Prague  ; 
they  alone  regarded  the  man  with  the  eyes  of 
posterity.  "  Anything  from  Mozart  will  always 
be  sure  to  please  the  Bohemians,"  said  the  Chapel- 
master  Strohbach  to  our  hero.  And  Mozart 
answered :  "  Since  the  Bohemians  understand  me 
so  well,  I  will  write  an  opera  on  purpose  for  them." 
The  orchestra,  which  played  the  overture  to  "  Don 
Juan"  at  sight,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  mas- 
ter, was  an  orchestra  such  as  it  would  be  hard  to 
find  a  second  Jh  the  world.  To  complete  the  con- 
currence of  all  fortunate  circumstances,  fate  of- 
fered Mozart  a  troupe  of  Italian  singers,  who 
understood  music ;  a  prima  donna,  Teresa 
Saporeti,  who  must  have  had  a  remarkably 
flexible  voice,  since  the  part  of  Anna,  in  which 
so  many  singers  fail,  was  written  for  her.  The 
Tenor  was  a  Signor  Baglioni,  whose  part  of  Ot- 
tavio  shows  him  to  have  possessed  fine  means. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  must  infer,  that  in  a  score, 
containing  not  a  single  number,  in  which  dran^atio 
truth  and  expression  are  sacrificed  to  any  subor- 
dinate end,  the  Prague  company  must  have  been 
as  tractable  as  it  was  well  made  up.  Mozart 
was  the  favorite  of  the  public,  a  maestro,  who 
brought  in  large  receipts.  His  will  therefore  was 
law.  The  principal  role  was  assigned  to  a  young 
man  of  most  elegant  form  and  two  and  twenty 
years,  who  was  as  good  an  actor  and  a  singer,  as 
the  part  required.  If  we  may  trust  the  tradition 
and  the  portrait  of  Signor  Bassi,  in  the  costume 
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of  Don  Juan,  the  devil  of  seduction  never  had  a 
worthier  representative  in  the  Opera.  Happy, 
thrice  happy  are  those  friends  of  music,  who  have 
seen  Don  Juan  by  a  Bassi,  or  by  a  Garcia,  a 
Spaniard,  like  the  person  represented.  For  myself 
who  have  not  been  so  fortunate,  I  have  ever  kept 
the  work  in  my  imagination,  to  compensate  me 
for  having  heard  it  in  Russian,  in  Italian,  in  Ger- 
man theatres,  abroad  and  in  our  two  principal 
cities.  I  have  seen  at  least  one  and  twenty  per- 
sons attempt  or  parody  the  part  of  Don  Giovanni. 
All  of  them  were  unendurable,  and  each  in  his 
peculiar  way.  Not  the  least  intelligence,  not  the 
slightest  understanding  of  the  part.  One  made 
Don  Juan  a  street-brawler  and  a  man  only  ad- 
dicted to  bad  places  ;  another,  a  lack-a-daisical, 
5/ase' dandy  ;  a  third,  a  disgusting  sentimental  cox- 
comb ;  while  a  fourth  made  a  Jack-pudding  of  him, 
jumping  about  on  the  stage,  and  making  entrecJiats 
in  the  allegro  of  La  ci  darein.  Again,  another 
went  behind  the  scenes,  to  rub:  his  face  with  pow- 
der, so  as  to  look  awfully  frightened,  when  the 
statue  appeared  ;  whereby  the  statue  and  the  oi-- 
chestra  were  obliged  to  wait  some  minutes  and  re- 
fresh themselves  in  the  mean  lime  with  the  jeers 
of  the  parterre.  I  could  call  all  these  gentlemen 
by  name,  but  some  of  them  are  already  dead ; 
so  peace  to  their  ashes ;  the  rest  are  old  and  have 
retired  from  the  stage  ;  so  peace  to   their  infirm- 

How  is  it  possible  to  be  so  void  of  mind  and 
understanding  as  to  parody  in  this  way  a  form, 
whose  every  motion  is  graceful,  whose  every  at- 
titude a  study  for  the  painter,  every  look  seduc- 
tive and  like  sparkling  lightning ;  all  which  you 
find  expressed  plainly  enough  in  the  melody  and 
m  the  rhythm  ?  Giovanni  must  so  bear  himself, 
that  the  peace  of  a  woman  and  the  life  of  a  man 
are  never  secure,  from  the  moment  he  approaches; 
in  such  wise,  that  his  demoniacal  grandeur  may 
maintain  itself  with  some  air  of  probability  in  the 
face  of  death  and  hell,  who  come  to  claim  him. 
But  if  our  actors  do  not  comprehend  this,  let  them 
at  least  comprehend,  that  Don  Juan  is  a  cavaliere, 
a  nobleman  of  refined  manners,  who  has  nothing 
in  common  with  a  bursch-icose  student,  with  the 
customers  in  Auerbaeh's  cellar,  notoriously  regaled 
by  Mephistopheles. 

The  reader  must  pardon  this  digression  of  bitter 
recollection  on  the  part  of  a  lover  of  music,  who 
for  twenty  years  has  not  had  the  good  fortune  to 
have  seen  a  Don  Juan,  nor  an  Ottavio,  nor  an 
Anna,  nor  an  Elvira,  nor  a  Zerjina  in  the  work 
which  he  is  analyzing,  and  who  is  indebted  solely 
to  a  reading  of  the  score  for  an  idea  of  all  these 
■characters.  In  one  single  instance  I  thought  I 
recognized  Leporello  under  the  mask  of  Zam- 
JJONi;  but  alas!  this  decaying  Leporello  impress- 
ed one  as  if  born  before  his  father  and  his  singing 
had  got  to  be  scarcely  audible. 

One  circumstance,  however,  consoles  me,  and 
must  console  a  thousand  music-lovers,  who  have 
not  seen  Don  Juan  better  performed  than  I  have ; 
namely,  the  difficulty  and  perhaps  impossibility  of 
putting  this  opera  upon  the  stage  in  an  entirely 
satisfactory  manner.  This  opera  suffers  in  regard 
to  scenic  efieet,  through  one  main  fault.  There 
are  no  subordiate  roles.  All  the  roles  and  all  the 
parts,  with  the -exception  of  Masotto's,  are  of  the 
highest  importance ;  all  require  dramatic  and 
musical  talents  of  the  first  rank ;  and  if  we  add 
to  this  a  remarkably  fine  exterior  for  Don  Juan,  a 
thundering  bass  and  a  monumental  stature   for 


the  Commendatore, — peculiarities  which  those 
parts  peremptorily  require  in  the  interests  of  ma- 
terial illusion  and  of  moral  probability, — then  we 
ask,  where  shall  we  beat  up  three  male  singers 
and  as  many  prima  donnas,  who  would  correspond 
even  remotely  to  the  idea  of  these  six  persons, 
each  of  which  is  the  type  of  a  class. 

My  readers  may  conceive  of  the  extraordinary 
good  fortune,  which  came  to  the  aid  of  Mozart, 
when  he  created  the  opera  of  operas,  the  master- 
piece of  masterpieces.  A  subject,  richer  and 
more  happily  chosen  than  any  jiossible  lyric- 
dramatic  stuff,  a  universal  subject,  like  the  genius 
who  fructified  it ;  a  concurrence  of  circumstances, 
which  exposed  the  musicians  personally  to  the 
manifold  and  contrasted  impressions,  whose  organ 
and  interpreter  he  was  called  to  be ;  an  Italian 
troupe  of  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
which  was  hardy  enougk  to  attack  the  most  learn- 
ed score  in  existence,  and  musically  cultivated 
enough  to  come  ofi"  with  honor  from  what  is  even 
to-day  a  difficult  studj' ;  singers,  male  and  female, 
who  seem  to  have  been  made  for  their  parts;  an 
incomparable  orchestra ;  and,  for  the  understand- 
ing of  all  that,  an  audience  consisting  of  enthusi- 
astic friends,  who  were  thirty  years  in  advance  of 
all  Europe  in  the  power  of  appreciating  a  won- 
derful work  !  Never  was  a  composer  less  limited 
by  difficulties  and  local  considerations,  or  more 
inspired  and  free  to  follow  his  own  inspirations  ; 
never  have  so  many  happy  circumstances  conspired 
in  favor  of  a  work,  and  we  may  perhaps  presume, 
there  never  will  again'. 

*****      *-****** 

First  Scene — Leporello — Trio  of  Basses. 

The  curtain  rustles  up,  and  I  invite  my  readers 
to  an  ideal  representation  of  the  "  Don  Juan,"  to 
a  play  with  which  criticism  can  find  no  fault.  The 
actors  and  actresses,  physically  aiid  morally,  form 
a  unity  with  the  characters.  With  wonderful 
voices  and  a  classic  school  they  shall  sing  as  one 
only  hopes  to  hear  in  fancy.  The  orchestra,  com- 
posed purely  of  virtuosi,  who  by  an  almost  fabu- 
lous exception  are  as  good  ripienisis  as  they  are 
symplwnists,  shall  never  once  miss  a  quarter  note 
or  an  eighth  pause.  The  decorations  shall  be 
truer  and  more  beautiful  than  nature  itself.  Fi- 
nally you  shall  find  in  me  one  of  those  serviceable 
and  chatty  neighbors,  with  whom  perhaps  it  some- 
times happens  that  they  understand  what  they 
explain. 

The  play  begins :  we  see  before  us  the  garden 
of  a  Spanish  villa;  on  the  right  a  trellis,  the 
fa9ade  of  a  house ;  on  the  left  in  the  background 
a  pavilion  surrounded  with  orange  trees  and 
flowers.  Aurora  just  begins  to  show  the  smallest 
of  her  rosy  fingers  in  the  heavens;  an  individual 
keeps  watch  before  the  pavilion.  The  beginning 
of  our  opera  is  as  modest  as  Virgil's  Arma  virum- 
qiie  cano.  This  person  is  no  other  than  a  servant,  ■ 
who  wishes  his  absent  master  to  all  the  devils,  in 
return  for  the  humors  which  he  must  put  up  with 
every  day  :  Notte  e  giorno  faticar,  a  melody,  that 
tilts  upon  the  intervals  of  the  chord  without  any 
harmony.  This  insolent  blockhead  puts  on  an 
air  of  consequence ;  he  too  will  be  a  gentleman 
and  outbid  the  orchestra  with  this  ludicrous  de- 
claration of  independence.  Excellent  forsooth  ! 
A  stupid,  shameless  lacquey,  who  in  his  own  soli- 
loquy does  not  deny  himself  to  be  a  babbler  and 
a  boaster.  Steps  are  heard  approaching  ;  the  ass 
changes  or  lowers  his  voice  and  thinks  now  only 


of  the  safety  of  his  ears.  Amid  a  heavy  explo" 
sion  of  the  orchestra  appear  Giovanni  and  Anna, 
rushing  out  from  the  pavilion.  How  wonderfully 
beautiful  are  they  both  !  He  holds  up  his  mantle 
to  conceal  his  face,  but  betrays  his  incognito  by 
the  nobility  of  his  bearing  and  his  movements ; 
compelled  to  flee,  he  is  agreeably  held  back  by 
the  small  hand,  which  fancies  itself  strong  enough 
to  detain  him ;  trembling,  with  dishevelled  hair, 
half  clad,  she  clings  convulsively  to  the  fearful 
being,  whose  breath  could  annihilate  her.  Kon 
sperar  se  non  m'uccidi,  a  splendid  Terzet  I 
What  an  expression  and  what  strength  in  the 
melody ;  what  an  energetic  pulsation  in  the 
rhythm !  As  this  music  chases  the  swift,  hot 
blood  through  the  hearer's  veins,  enters  the  fa- 
ther of  Anna  from  the  door  at  the  left,  not  in  his 
shirt  and  night  cap,  as  he  is  so  often  represented, 
but  wrapped  in  a  Spanish  mantle,  his  head  un- 
covered, and  in  his  hand  a  torch  which  lights  up 
his  venerable  countenance,  inflamed  with  noble 
indignation.  Whether  from  pride  or  pity,  it. 
matters  not,  Don  Juan,  for  the  first  time  in  his 
life,  declines  to  fight.  The  Commander  calls  him 
a  coward.  I  a  coward  !  cries  Don  Juan.  There 
are  no  words  or  pantomime,  which  can  describe 
the  musical  exaltation  in  his  answer.  Misero  !  a 
prolonged  exclamation  of  contempt  and  pity, 
which  the  thunder  accompanies ;  aitendi,  two 
monotonous  half  notes,  followed  by  a  pause;  then 
the  mournful  cadence  in  the  minor  upon  se  vuoi 
morir.  These  words  have  already  stricken  the 
hapless  old  man  from  the  list  of  the  living.  Their 
swords  cross ;  sparkling,  upward  sweeps  of  tone 
dart  from  the  orchestra ;  both  arms  are  out- 
stretched, and  shorten  themselves  in  reversed 
order;  steel  strikes  steel  and  sparks  fly  'mid  the 
ring  of  weapons.  The  battle  alas !  is  too  unequal 
and  lasts  but  a  moment.  Giovanni's  arm  (the 
stroke  of  the  violins)  seeks  the  place  of  the  heart, 
the  thrusts  fall  thicker  and  ever  closer  to  their 
marks.  One,  two,  three,  and  the  sword  opens 
the  deadly  wound;  the  bass,  which  had  taken 
three  steps  backward,  falls  upon  the  heart-rendin" 
hold,  which  its  last  movement  has  called  forth. 
It  were  not  possible  for  imitative  music  to  go  fur- 
ther ;  for  it  is  undeniable  that  the  analogy  is 
much  stronger  in  illusion  here,  than  the  real 
image  of  the  transaction  imitated,  which  you 
have  before  your  eyes.  Two  actors,  be  they  ever 
so  experienced  fencers,  will  never  strike  so 
naturally  as  it  is  done  in  the  orchestra,  with  the 
intent  to  kill  at  any  price.  The  key  and  tempo 
are  changed ;  from  D  minor,  through  an  imper- 
ceptible though  very  swift  transition,  we  are 
brought  into  F  minor;  slowly  divided  Trioles 
succeed  to  the  lightning-like  Thirty-seconds,  and 
the  octave  of  the  horns  prolongs  itself  like  a 
groaning  echo,  rising  from  the  gaping  breast  of 
the  old  man.  Ah  soccorso .'  Here  the  scenic 
picture  contends  with  the  musical.  The  imposing 
figure  of  Giovanni  shows  itself  in  the  score  im- 
movable, deeply  buried  in  his  mantle,  thoughtful, 
with  a  contemptuous  expression,  and  yet  agitated. 
He  bears  the  Cain's  mark  on  his  brow.  At  his 
feet  lies  the  Commander  stretched  out,  with  one 
hand  supporting  himself  upon  the  ground,  and 
the  other,  full  of  blood,  pressed  upon  his  wound ; 
with  a  voice,  that  fails  him  more  and  more,  he 
invokes  help  against  death,  that  already  begins  to 
disfigure  his  features  and  stiffen  his  limbs.  As  a 
foil  to  these,  you  see  the  expressive  mask  of  Le- 
porello, on  which  are  depicted,  in  terrible  excess,     , 


^- 


l^O 


'i 


■@d- 


!) 


BOSTON,    FEBRUARY    3,    1855. 


139 


astonishmeiit,  fear,  sj-Qlpajby  and  horror.  These 
three  melodies  of  contrasted  basses  loom  up  in  a 
sublime  group,  on  the  ground-work  of  a  very 
close  accompaniment.  The  vocal  song  has  ceased, 
and  the  last  spark  of  life  expires  in  the  ritornel. 

Donna  Akna. 
We  have  recommended  the  director  and  capel- 
meisler  of  our  troupe  to  pass  immediately  from 
this  mournful  Terzette  to  the  second  scene, 
■which  in  this  way  will  be  appended  to  the  intro- 
duction. Instead  of  letting  Giovanni  and  Lepo- 
rello  exchange  some  insignificant  talk  here  wholly 
out  of  place,  they  make  the  best  of  their  escape 
in  silence,  and  Donna  Anna  appears  at  once  with 
Ottavio  and  the  attendants.  She  finds  only  the 
dead  body  of  her  father.  The  alarm  proceeding 
from  the  violas,' and  answered  with  a  mournful 
■  cry  by  the  suddenly  awakened  orchestra,  rises  at 
the  moment  when  the  torches  illumine  the  place 
of  mourning.  Padre  !  caro  Padre  !  Is  it  for  us 
to  depict  this  energy,  which  is  even  more  e.xalted 
in  her  sorrow  than  in  her  anger,  these  fiery 
words  choked  by  tears ;  this  ever  increasing 
heaviness  of  heart,  which  seems  every  moment 
as  if  it  must  break  against  the  extremest  limits  of 
woe,  and  in  the  next  moment  awakens  in  us  still 
more  bitter  moral  pangs  :  Quel  sangue — Quella 
piaga — Quel  vollo — tinto  e  coperto  del  color  di 
morte ;  and  then  this  heart,  which  suddenly 
ceases  to  beat  and  becomes  as  icy  cold  as  that  of 

the  corpse :  E'  nan  respira  piu Fredde  le 

memhra  ?  Has  not  every  one  felt  this  shuddering 
charm  himself?  How  then  can  he  desire  us  to 
make  many  words  about  the  Recitative  of  Donna 
Anna?  Anna  is  the  highest  image  of  genius  in 
the  portrayal  of  tragic  passions ;  she  is  the  sub- 
lime tragedy  of  flesh  and  bones.  To  represent 
Anna  perfectly,  we  need  no  less  than  our  im- 
aginary prima  donna :  a  lady,  who  is  the  finest  of 
her  sex,  the  greatest  tragic  actress  and  the  first 
singer  in  the  world. 

Don  Ottavio. 
The  recitative,  which  we  have  just  heard, 
would  have  been  the  despair  and  almost  the  fail- 
ure of  any  composer  but  Mozart.  The  scene 
ends  with  a  duet,  and  if  the  end  crowns  not  the 
work,  it  spoils  it.  But  Moz.iRX  did  not  spoil  it. 
The  poet  had  given  him  a  splendid  frame-work, 
and  that  was  enough  for  him ;  the  duet  of  duets 
follows  quite  naturally  upon  the  recitative  of  reci- 
tatives. But  before  hearing  this  duet,  let  us 
speak  a  litde  of  Anna's  partner,  who  therein 
makes  his  debut.  Ottavio  is  the  person,  whom 
the  critics  seem  least  to  have  understood,  because 
they  have  regarded  his  dramatic  significance. 
True  love,  that  feeling  which  lifts  us  so  high  in 
our  own  eyes  and  in  the  estimation  of  the  lady 
whom  we  love,  does  not  alwaj's  suffice  to  ra'se  us 
so  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  world.  In  ro- 
mance and  even  in  the  drama  love  creates  its 
heroes  only  with  the  aid  of  the  moral  peculiar- 
ities, which  it  develops  and  sets  in  action.  In 
reality,  as  in  poetry,  to  be  anything,  one  must 
hring  something  to  p)ass :  a  fine  action,  a  fine 
book,  a  fine  score,  a  fine  painting,  or  at  least  a 
fine  dress ;  or  one  must  possess  something :  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars  income  for  example ;  or 
one  must  become  something :  a  general,  a  min- 
ister, or  at  least  an  agricultural  writer,  who,  in 
the  want  of  an  estate  of  his  own  to  improve, 
writes  articles  in  the  journals.  A  man  may  have 
ever  so  much  greatness  of  soul,  yet  so  long  as  that 


does  not  manifest  itself  outwardly,  were  it  only 
in  deeds  of  failure,  or  in  words  which'  the  wind 
bears  away,  he  is  ignored,  and  thought  a  dullard, 
to  whom  they  ascribe  at  most  large  claims  and 
little  means.  One  does  not  interest  rational 
readers  merely  by  reading.  Ottavio  does  nothing, 
or  can  do  nothing,  which  amounts  to  the  same 
thing  in  the  end  ;  and  yet  for  all  that  he  is  just 
what  he  was,  the  intended  husband  of  his  lady 
love.  For  a  romance  or  drama  Ottavio  were  a 
sorry  figurel  The  most  eloquent  analysis  of  his 
feelings  which  might  occupy  him,  would  not  com- 
pensate for  his  inactivity.  Ho  loves;  therein 
alone  consists  his  talent,  his  only  virtue ;  and 
neither  of  these  is  it  possible  fully  to  appreciate 
in  the  libretto,  because  we  lack  all  proof  or  testi- 
mony, beyond  the  words  he  utters,  which  prove 
nothing.  The  composer  alone  had  it  in  his  power 
to  furnish  us  a  measure  of  this  talent  and  this 
virtue ;  he  alone  could  translate  this  feeling  by 
an  action,  that  is,  by  an  aria  or  a  duet,  and  in- 
vest the  same  with  all  the  probability  and  all  the 
moral  beauty,  which  lie  latent  in  it.  Thus  ont  of 
the  poor  Ottavio,  in  spite  of  his  passive  role,  his 
fruitless  zeal  and  his  continual  entrance  as  a  mere 
companion,  if  the  musician  pleased,  there  could 
be  made  the  soundest  tenor.  The  music  revealed 
the  mis-known  man,  and  of  the  hero  in  his  still 
life  made  a  hero,  who  works  upon  all  souls,  that 
come  in  contact  with  his  own,  through  the  might 
of  a  love  which  is  thus  laid  open  in  its  inmost 
principle.  Let  us  consider  him  now  in  action  in 
the  Duet. 

Anna,  whom  the  poet  with  true  tact  suffers  to 
talk  wild  a  moment  after  the  fearful  agitation  of 
her  mind  in  the  recitative,  thinks  she  sees  the 
murderer  of  her  father :  Fuggi,  crudele,  fuggi. 
Allegro  in  D  minor.  Ottavio's  divinely  m.odula- 
ted  strain  in  the  minor  tone  of  the  Fifth  and  ma- 
jor tone  of  the  Third,  full  of  the  most  inexpressi- 
ble tenderness,  brings  the  warmly  beloved  back 
to  herself.  Guardami  un  sol  islante.  She  looks 
at  him  and  recognizes  him.  Ma  il  padre  mio 
dov'  e  ?  and  the  orchestra  immediately  takes  up 
this  proposition,  which  it  comments  upon  and 
paints  out  in  sombre  colors ;  the  fearful  truth 
comes  to  light  through  the  spiritual  veil  that  cover- 
ed it,  Hai  sjioso  e  padre  in  me,  replies  Ottavio. 
What  loving  protection,  what  enthusiastic  devo- 
tion, what  a  consoling  charm,  is  breathed  in  that 
fall  upon  the  Seventh,  in  which  the  oboe  takes 
the  initiative !  how  ready  is  the  tender  Ottavio, 
how  happy  would  he  deem  himself,  to  offer  up 
his  life  and  his  soul  and  more  too,  if  it  were  pos- 
sible, to  dry  the  tears  of  Anna  !  "  Swear/'  she 
says,  in  a  few  tones  of  commanding  Recitative, 
"  swear  to  revenge  my  father  :  "  Giuro,  I  swear, 
and  the  whole  religion  of  love  flows  forth  in  this 
solemn  and  earnest  oath  (Adagio.)  The  fire  kin- 
dles up  anew  in  Anna's  heart,  (tempo  prima ;) 
the  figures  in  two  notes  of  the  violins,  which  the 
flute  answers  in  the  octave,  gleam  like  lightnings 
on  the  stormy  horizon  of  the  passions ;  their 
voices  unite;  chords  of  indescribably  magical  effect, 
instrumental  responses,  borrowed  from  the  most 
mournful  tones  of  the  soul,  accompany  their  pas- 
sionate words  and  alternate  with  them.  When  the 
words  of  the  oath  return,  Mozabt  produces  the 
same  thought  under  an  entirely  new  aspect.  This 
time  he  does  not  retard  the  tempo,  and  the  most 
striking  modulations  follow  blow  upon  blow.  As 
much  solemnity  as  there  lay  in  the  promise  at  first, 
so  much  impetuous  energy  and  inspiration  are  ex- 


pressed in  it  now.  The  magnanimous  soul  of 
Anna  lifts  her  lover  for  the  time  being  to  the  level 
of  her  own  greatness  ;  for  resolution  and  heroism 
in  Ottavio  are  only  llie  reflex  of  thaT.  He  has 
nothing  personal  but  his  love.  If  to  so  many 
beauties  we  add  the  further  one  at  the  end  of  the 
piece,  namely,  the  expressive  and  imitative  pas- 
sage, Vammi  ondeggiando  il  cor,  the  powerful 
syncopation  of  the  following  period,  and  the  storm 
of  the  instruments,  which  roars  on  after  the  clo- 
sing phrase,  we  have  given  a  tolerably  e.xact  cri- 
terion of  the  most  sublime  of  all  duets  that  ever 
were  composed  or  sung.  The  master  himself  has 
made  no  second,   that  even  remotely  resembles 

this. 

[To  be  continued.] 


National  Music. 

[Tliere  is  a  good  deal  of  sense  in  the  following  re- 
marks of  tlie  Pliiliidelphia  Evening  Bulletin,  elicited  by 
Ole  Buirs  ofl'er  of  a  thousand  dollar  prize  for  a  native 
American  Opera.] 

It  is  ver}'  natural  that  public  curiousity  should 
be  e.xcited  to  learn  the  result  of  this  very  novel 
mode  of  encouraging  Amei-ican  genius,  native 
and  naturalized.  We  shall  have  all  our  musical 
young  gentlemen,  whose  precocity  may  thus  far 
only  have  shown  itself  in  some  very  novel  per- 
formances of  "  Old  Folks  at  Home,"  the  "  Prima 
Donna  Waltz,"  and  "  Old  Dog  Tray,"  turning 
their  attention  to  American  history  and  the  art  of 
musical  composition.  The  annals  of  the  new 
world  will  be  explored  from  the  time  of  Columbus 
down  to  that  of  Ole  Bull,  and  perhaps  some  en- 
terprizing  and  adventurous  genius  may  go  a  little 
back  of  the  recorded  history,  and  set  to  music  the 
mythical  age  of  our  aborigines  a  thousand  years 
a"0.  How  very  fit  American  subjects  are  for 
grand  operas,  any  one  can  see  at  a  glance.  The 
career  of  Columbus  alone  would  stock  a  fruitful 
brain  with  themes,  and  the  stage  has  never  pre- 
sented so  many  striking  incidents  as  the  opera  of 
"  Columbus,"  written  with  fidelity,  would  ofl'er. 
The  first  dreams  of  the  great  genius,  his  labors, 
travels  and  disappointments,  would  make  a  grand, 
turbulent  first  act,  and  we  can  imagine  Columbus 
presenting  his  theory  to  Ferdinand  and  Isabella 
in  a  very  expressive  aria,  to  which  their  majesties 
respond  in  an  assenting  duet,  after  which  Colum- 
bus rushes  down  to  the  foot-lights,  and  roars  out 
a  cavatina  of  exultation,  while  the  thin-legged 
gentlemen  and  the  oppositely  endowed  ladies  of  the 
court  join  in  a  boisterous  chorus. 

Then  the  voyage  would  come,  and  the  orchestra 
would  have  a  chance  to  represent,  in  the  modem 
descriptive  style,  the  whistle  of  the  winds,  the 
creaking  of  the  rigging,  and  the  roll  of  the  waves. 
The  singers  would  have  to  do  the  sea-sickness 
business,  and  there  are  spasmodic  prime  donne, 
tenors  and  basses  on  the  stage  already  who  very 
often  go  into  convulsions  that  strikingly  resemble 
the  mal  de  mer.  The  rebellious  dispo.sition  of  the 
crew  wouhl  furnish  niaterials  for  fine  choruses, 
which  would  finally  be  hushed  to  silence  by  the 
cry  of  "  Land  Ho  1"  from  the  look-out,  who  would 
always  sing  in  C  sharp.  We  shall  not  finish  the 
story ;  but  the  hints  we  have  given  will  suffice  to 
arouse  the  efforts  of  our  gentlemen  of  musical 
genius. 

After  Columbus,  the  history  of  Washington  is 
the  greatest  that  America  affords,  and  we  have  no 
doubt  there  will  be  several  operas  of  Washington 
among  the  works  presented  for  competition  for  the 
prize.  The  Father  of  his  Country  will  have  his 
fame  perfected  by  being  set  to  music  and  being 
represented  by  some  big  Italian  basso,  who  shall 
rant  over  the  stage,  give  his  orders  in  the  key  of 
G  major,  lead  on  his  armies  loan  accompaniment 
in  the  Verdi  style,  sing  a  touching  roraanza  when- 
ever he  separates  from  Mrs.  Washington,  and 
perhaps  occasionally  throw  his  arm  around  some 
companion-in-arms,  and,  after  the  fashion  of  the 
Puritani  duet,  roar  out  a  new  Suoni  la  iromha  ! 
Those  composers  or  libretto-writers  who  think 
Washington  a  used-u'p  subject,  could  take  Bcnja- 
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min  Franklin,  or  William  Penn,  or  Daniel  Boone, 
or  Aaron  Burr,  or  the  Whiskey  Insurrection,  or 
the  Buckshot  War,  or  the  Erie  troubles,  or  the 
history  of  Joe  Smith,  or  Brigham  Young,  or  Pierre 
Soule,  or  Franklin  Pierce !  Why,  our  h^sfory  is 
crowded  with  materials  quite  as  fit  for  operas  as 
some  that  thro%v  fashionable  audiences  into  ecsta- 
cies  of  deliijht. 

But,  seriously,  our  good  fellow  citizen,  Ole 
Bull,  has  taken  a  wrong  plan  to  promote  Art  by 
limiting  the  range  of  genius  to  American  sub- 
jects. Are  those  novels  of  Cooper  and  those 
tales  of  Irving,  whose  scene  lies  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, less  American  than  the  others  ?  Is  Long- 
fellow not  an  American  poet  because  most  of  his 
subjects  are  foreign  ones  ?  Is  Power  not  an 
American  artist  because  his  chef  d'  ceuvre  is  a 
Greek  and  not  an  American  Slave  ?  No,  Mr. 
Bull :  it  will  take  Iiigher  inspiration  than  your 
thousand  dollars  to  develope  genius  and  pro- 
mote Art  as  you  define  them.  The  idea  of  na- 
tional genius,  as  entertained  by  many,  is  a  fal- 
lacy ;  for  genius  is  an  attribute  shared  by  the 
whole  race,  though  in  difierent  degrees ;  and 
neither  climate,  geographical  lines  nor  naturali- 
zation papers  can  so  modify  it  as  to  give  it  a  dis- 
tinct character  in  each  land,  or  in  each  nation  of 
the  earth.  Art,  which  is  the  material  result  of 
genius,  is  equally  catholic  in  its  character.  It  is 
rude  or  refined,  according  to  the  moral,  religious 
and  social  habits  of  different  nations  ;  but  every 
attempt  to  parcel  it  off  into  different  packages 
and  label  it  "  American  art,"  or  "  English  art," 
or  "  German  art,"  has  been  more  or  less  a  failure. 
It  is  true  that  different  nations  make  different  ex- 
ertions in  special  branches  of  the  fine  arts,  and 
Greek  sculpture,  Italian  music,  French  decoration, 
and  Dutch  painting  have  certain  distinct  features. 
But  they  are  all  efforts  in  one  direction  ;  all  aim 
at  the  beautiful — the  fulfilment  of  certain  ideas  of 
perfection  which  are  common  to  the  whole  race  ; 
for  the  proof  of  which  community  of  property  we 
refer  to  the  universal  assent  of  all  nations  when 
any  one  of  the  few  perfect  pieces  of  Art  that  "  en- 
chant the  world"  has  been  produced.  The  clap- 
trap cry  of  American  Art  does  more  to  em- 
barrass the  e.xertions  of  American  artists  than 
any  of  the  social  or  commercial  or  political  diffi- 
culties they  have  to  contend  with.  It  alarms 
them  into  making  unnatural  and  desperate  ex- 
ertion to  produce  novel  effects.  Their  work 
must  be  unique — not  merely  as  all  perfect  works 
are  unique — but  it  must  be '  American,'  and  when 
they  try  to  make  their  statues  American,  they 
necessarily  violate  the  standards  of  beauty,  and 
produce  men  and  women  of  rather  ungraceful 
outline.  When  they  try  to  make  their  music 
American,  what  can  they  do,  unless  they  reject 
the  models  of  the  old  world  and  fall  back  upon 
Yankee  Doodle,  the  Star  Spangled  Banner,  or 
the  negro  melodies  ?  We  must  be  content,  till 
we  get  older,  richer  and  more  composed,  to  fol- 
low in  the  course  that  artists  have  laid  down  in 
■nations  where  Art  has  been  studiously  pursued 
for  ages.  We  dare  not  reject  the  fruits  of  their 
study  and  practice,  and  it  is  the  supremest  folly 
to  talk  about  setting  up  a  distinct  school  of 
American  Painting,  or  American  Sculpture,  or 
American  Music,  and  to  pretend  to  the  name 
of  a  patron  of  American  genius,  by  enclosing  it 
in  geographical  lines  and  giving  it  work  by  the 
job  at  the  rate  of  a  thousand  dollars  for  each  suc- 
cessful effort. 


For  Dwiglit's  Journal  of  Music. 

American  Opera. 

The  brief  annals  of  our  musical  growth  pre- 
sent us  with  many  abortive  attempts  to  establish 
a  permanent  Opera. 

In  the  metropolis,  where  we  find  the  great  con- 
centration of  wealth,  of  musical  talent  drawn 
from  abroad,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  that 
motley  patronage  which  seems  to  be  the  indis- 
pensable sustenance  of  all  dramatic  representation, 
Euterpe  has,  as  yet,  found  no  fixed  abode. 

Among  the  older  nations  of  civilized  Europe, 
the  soul  that  animated  the  Art  Temple  was  found 


to  pervade  the  ranks  of  the  people  before  the 
conception  of  the  building;  with  us,  however, 
the  genius  of  a  classic  architecture  is  always  at 
hand  to  impart  beauty  to  the  outward  and  mate- 
rial design,  before  the  intellectual  element,  which 
is  to  fill  and  animate  the  interior,  is  thought  of. 

The  fact  that  not  an  operatic  institution  could 
prove  stable  among  us,  notwithstanding  twenty- 
five  years  of  effort  to  rear  it,  shows  a  strong  con- 
trast between  our  own  nationality  in  heart,  tem- 
perament and  imaginative  enjoyment,  and  that 
of  the  Italian  people. 

Modern  music,  which,  as  a  science,  dates  its 
birth  at  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century  and  in 
Holland,  was  transplanted  into  Ilaly  in  the  early 
part  of  the  seventeenth'  century,  where  it  was 
adapted  to  the  requirements  and  illustration  of 
of  scenic  representation. 

In  the  earlier  and  darker  periods,  the  church 
ceremonials  were  the  only  modes  by  which  out- 
ward, or  pictorial  and  dramatic  action,  was  ele- 
vated and  inspired  by  the  harmonies  of  sound ; 
and  such  was  the  vocation  of  the  musical  art  for 
a  long  period.  It  lay  buried  among  the  deeper 
emotions  of  the  soul  and  was  called  forth  on  all 
sacred  occasions.  As  a  language  of  passion  it 
may  have  been  used  by  the  Troubadours ;  it  was 
also  adapted,  in  its  unsophisticated  styles,  to  all 
the  purposes  of  the  medifeval  minstrelsy.  But 
in  none  of  these  forms  did  it  ever  rise  to  the 
level  of  a  science,  or  was  it  studied  for  the  fur- 
therance of  ajsthetic  purposes. 

In  Italy,  where  the  gift  of  song  was  identified 
with  the  character  of  the  whole  people,  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  union  of  a  pictorial  and  musical 
representation  was  soon  felt.  Florence  took  the 
lead  in  this,  and  was  followed,  in  1601,  by  Bo- 
logna, and  the  passion  for  Opera  prevailed 
throughout  the  nation  to  such  a  degree,  that  it 
spread  from  city  to  city,  until  Venice,  with  her 
St.  Cassino,  in  1637,  attained  the  highest  celeb- 
rity for  melodrama.  The  people  there  became 
so  imbued  with  this  species  of  music,  that  during 
the  remaining  part  of  the  century  Venice  enu- 
merated no  less  than  fifteen  opera  houses.  To 
feast  the  eye  and  entrance  the  soul,  appeared  to 
be  the  absorbing  aim  of  a  pleasure-loving  popu- 
lation ;  and  where  the  genius  of  painting  offered 
such  facilities  for  scenic  decoration,  as  it  did 
among  the  Italian  people,  combined  with  that 
natural  growth  of  Italy,  a  romantic  and  impas- 
sioned musical  composition,  we  may  readily  con- 
ceive the  turn  which  all  musical  entertainment 
must  have  taken,  and  how  universally  popular 
Opera  must  have  become.  At  this  early  period 
Germany  adopted  the  music  of  Italy,  and  almost 
every  court  sustained  its  Opera  and  orchestra  of 
Italian  performers,  to  the  utter  neglect  and  de- 
preciation of  its  own  native  artists. 

By  this  overweening  partiality  for  Italian  music 
and  its  imitation,  all  nationality  was  suppressed, 
and  immense  sums  were  lavished  upon  foreign 
talent,  in  the  departments  of  music,  poetry,  and 
the  musical  drama.  This  state  of  things  lasted 
until  1678,  more  than  half  a  century,  when 
Hamburg  erected  the  first  German  Opera  House, 
in  which  the  introductory  performance  was  a 
piece  entitled  "  Adam  and  Eve." 

There  is  some  analogy  between  our  own  musi- 
cal history  and  that  of  Germany,  in  some  of  these 
particulars,  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that  we 
may  be  passing  through  similar  phases  of  a  mu- 
sico-mental  development. 


We  think  it  is  some  twenty-five  years  since 
Rossini's  Tancredi  was  performed  in  this  country, 
in  original  Italian,  since  which  time  almost  all 
operatic  music  has  been  given  in  that  language, 
if  we  except  some  French  exhibitions  of  the 
New  Orleans  troupe,  and  occasional  English 
pieces.  This,  at  the  same  time,  corroborates  the 
curious  fact,  that  the  glow  of  Italian  song  has  in- 
sinuated itself  into  all  climes,  particularly  where 
a  national  school  has  not  yet  grown  up,  and  we 
are  but  one  of  the  many  nations  who  have,  in 
their  early  career,  adapted  their  wants  to  the 
Italian  style. 

In  Italy,  where  the  modern  Opera  was  brought 
to  its  present  perfection,  the  desire  for  outward 
show  and  pictorial  representation  was  the  ruling 
passion  of  the  people.  Poetry  and  painting  and 
all  the  accessories  of  the  drama  thus  became 
mutually  illustrative,  and  in  a  land  where  the 
climate  itself  imparts  such  buoyancy  to  the  imag- 
ination, we  cannot  wonder  that  the  product  of 
that  imagination  is  found  to  be  the  brilliant  and 
showy  emanation  of  musical  romance. 

The  whole  material  picture  of  that  country 
and  all  its  sensual  enjoyments,  induced  by  the 
southern  clime  which  chastens  the  whole  land- 
scape of  nature  into  poetry,  is  a  mental  absorb- 
tion  to  the  Italian,  and  utters  itself  aloud  in  the 
productions  of  poetry,  song,  painting  and  sculp- 
ture. The  gayety  of  life,  common  to  kindred 
European  nations,  made  the  Opera  a  congenial 
form  of  relaxation,  and  hence  we  find  it  suc- 
ceeded to  such  a  degree  in  the  seventeenth  and 
eighteenth  centuries  in  Germany  and  France. 

In  applying  these  views  to  our  own  position 
and  musical  predisposition,  it  is  natural  to  inquire 
where  the  inception  should  take  place,  and  on 
what  it  should  be  founded.  We  have  seen  some 
slight  demonstration  of  a  national  music  in  our 
'  Ethiopian  Minstrelsy '  and  local  airs,  but  these  are 
far  removed,  in  point  of  Eesthetic  and  scientific 
character,  from  operatic  composition.  The  first 
great  adjunct  to  this  form  of  modulated  melody, 
is  scenic  representation,  a  mode  of  appealing  to 
the  senses  which  is  always  alluring,  irresistible 
and  effective.  In  no  country  in  the  world  is  this 
mode  of  appeal  more  successful  than  in  our  own. 
Scarcely  a  work  of  poetry  or  fiction  is  launched 
upon  its  literary  voyage,  without  first  being  well 
provided  with  all  possible  artistic  embellishments. 
It  thus  becomes  a  rather  derogatory  fact,  that  the 
showman  is  in  the  van,  and  the  modest  figure  of 
a  sedate  and  meditative  Philosophy,  with  all  her 
offerings  of  cultivated  and  beautiful  thoughts,  is 
seen  in  the  rear. 

This  very  tendency,  however,  should  be  deemed 
propitious  to  the  growth  of  Opera,  since  two  main 
elements  constituted  the  groundwork  of  its  out- 
ward and  attractive  form  :  painting  and  romantic 
poetry. 

We  need  but  study  the  affinity  between  music 
and  those  two  departments  of  inventive  art,  to 
form  a  proper  judgment  of  their  combined  beauty, 
the  strict  necessity  of  their  fraternity,  and  the  in- 
dissoluble bonds  by  which  they  form  a  species  of 
representation,  which,  for  the  last  two  and  a  half 
centuries  led  all  the  votaries  of  pleasure  within 
their  entrancement. 

How  scenic  exhibition  and  melody  can  mutually 
suggest  each  other,  is  made  apparent  in  the  fine 
effects  produced  b_y  the  performance  of  favorite 
airs  in  the  quiet  of  night,  or  in  the  solitude  of  pic- 
turesque nature.     The  music  itself  enhances  the 
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operation  of  nature  upon  the  mind,  Tvliile,  at  the 
same  time,  ike  language  of  tone  speaks  with  re- 
doubled emotion. 

The  singular  fascinations  of  tone  upon  our 
OT-ganization  seem  to  unlock  an  unknown  en- 
trance to  the  natural  world,  while  the  latter  itself, 
operating  upon  the  senses,  makes  us  more  alive  to 
the  sounds  of  our  own  creation.  It  is  with  the 
desiirn  of  bringing  the  mind  into  this  situation, 
that  scenic  representation  is  resorted  to,  and  al- 
though the  effect  falls  far  short  of  what  Nature 
herself  produces,  it  is  yet  more  powerful  than 
poetry  and  music  conjoined,  where  no  tangible 
object  strikes  the  imagination.  Next  to  the  force 
imparted  by  scenic  decoration,  we  have  to  look  to 
a  romantic  poesy  for  the  ready  material  for  an 
attractive  opera.  It  was  natural  that  the  "  Bride 
of  Lammermoor"  and  "  Lady  of  the  Lake"  should 
spring  up  in  opera  by  the  pure,  inherent  strength 
that  lay  in  their  picturesque  delineations,  both  of 
nature  and  personage,  and  the  deep  vein  of  fragic 
passion  which  fits  them  for  the  finest  harmonies  of 
tone. 

When  Scott  called  these  creations  of  romance 
and  poetic  song  into  being,  he  ofliered  facilities 
to  the  composer,  not  to  be  exceeded  in  any  other 
ground  of  fiction.  Among  the  frequent  proposi- 
tions made  to  engraft  opera  upon  our  nationality, 
the  most  usual  is  that  of  Anglicizing  the  melo- 
drama, and  thus  making  it  accessible  to  the  mass, 
by  enlisting  their  interest  in  the  romance,  where 
the  sole  force  of  cultivated  music  could  not  do  it. 
The  suggestion  contains  some  plausibility,  but  it 
must  remain  one  of  the  weaker  points  of  apology 
for  our  want  of  appreciation  of  the  beauties  of 
Opera  in  America. 

In  all  such  instances,  where  language  is  an  im- 
pediment to  musical  expression,  the  ease  and  flow 
of  delivery,  or  those  rounded  forms  for  which 
the  dialects  of  southern  Europe  are  so  well  adapt- 
ed, our  English  tongue  would  but  serve  to  mar  a 
good  performance. 

It  would  seem  as  if  all  melo-dramatic  ro- 
mance needed  the  language  that  gives  the  most 
eloquent  utterance  to  poetic  sentiment,  wrought 
up  emotion  and  tragic  passion.  In  all  these  es- 
sentials, it  is  true,  our  own  language  is  strong, 
controlling  every  subject  by  the  force  of  its  pecu- 
liar emphasis,  the  teUing  boldness  of  its  intonation 
and  the  adaptation  of  its  cadences  to  express  all 
the  shades  of  passion.  Yet  all  this  applies  to  de- 
clamation, rather  than  to  music ;  for  the  English 
language,  being  used  by  nations  in  whom  the  exu- 
berance of  naive  feeling,  or  the  outward  demon- 
stration of  the  social  affections,  is  not  particularly 
prominent,  has  never  been  so  moulded  into 
those  insinuating  forms  which  captivate  the  ear, 
in  the  musical  languages  of  continental  Europe. 

The  part  which  opera  performs,  independent  of 
music,  which  is  its  first  attraction,  being  that 
which  is  visible  to  the  senses  in  the  poetic  display 
of  nature,  architecture  and  costume,  these  in  them- 
selves, where  the  story  is  understood,  are  suffi- 
cient to  illustrate  the  music  and  enchain  the  at- 
tention. 

AVe  have  no  doubt  that  American  subjects,  em- 
bodying the  scanty  poesy  and  romance  that  our 
limited  ground  would  admit  of,  could  be  made 
attractive,  by  adapting  the  lighter  forms  of  musical 
composition  to  the  work ;  but  whether  they 
would  promote  the  cause  of  the  art  would  depend 
on  their  forming  the  groundwork  for  some- 
thing better  at   some   future  period.     National 


subjects  themselves  should  lay  no  particular 
claim  to  our  interest,  in  this  connexion,  sinre 
musical  emotion  is  universal  and  represents  hu- 
maiiity  wheresoever  it  is  found.  This  universal 
sentiment  that  speaks  through  the  instrumentality 
of  tone  and  rhythm  should,  therefore,  be  listened 
to  for  the  sake  of  itself  and  not  the  language 
which  forms  its  exterior. 

As  regards  the  forms,  combinations  and  stylos 
of  musical  expression,  these  should  be  regarded 
as  common  property  and  at  the  disposal  of  all  who 
choose  to  apply  their  own  inventive  powers  to  the 
illustration  of  the  lyric  muse.  It  is  as  justifiable 
for  the  composer  to  apply  the  tone  sentiment  of 
Mozart  or  Rossini  to  the  poetry  he  may  choose  to 
select  as  the  outward  material  of  his  opera,  as  it 
would  be  to  appropriate  the  octosyllabic  lines  of 
Scott  to  some  metrical  romance  of  American  tra- 
dition ;  since  rhythm,  of  whatever  measure,  is 
common  ground,  proceeding  from  the  same  uni- 
versal impulse  ;  the  interpreter  of  feeling  among 
every  class  and  every  nation  alike. 

On  the  same  principle  the  metrical  rhythm  can 
be  the  privilege  of  all,  and  it  is  only  left  for  the 
genius  of  musical  invention  to  pile  harmony  upon 
harmony,  in  bringing  new  works  before  the 
world.  It  appears  to  us  that  the  greater  want  of 
success,  in  all  past  operatic  attempts,  has  arisen 
more  from  a  general  want  of  comprehension  of 
the  music  than  the  written  text.  To  those  in 
whom  an  innate  love  of  music  reigns  and  who 
listen  with  rapture  to  the  countless  combinations 
of  harmony  which  rise  to  the  surface  of  that  vast 
sea  of  melody,  which  a  single  opera  presents,  the 
text  and  even  the  plot  area  matter  of  perfect  in- 
diiference. 

Metrical  romance,  when  illustrated  by  the  lyri- 
cal drama,  and  made  familiar  to  the  popular  heart 
by  constant  repetition,  will  conduce  largely  to  the 
recreative  charms  of  life,  particularly  where 
whole  scenes  and  favorite  passages  are  learned  by 
rote  and  chime  in  with  all  the  idle  hours  of  exis- 
tence. 

Yet  independent  of  all  narration,  music  has 
its  own  peculiar  world  of  thoughts,  and  into  this 
we  would  fain  see  our  people  initiated.  In  this 
sphere  the  trulj-  devoted  virtuoso  will  always  be 
found  to  move,  ever  constructing  the  fabric  of 
thought  on  the  groundwork  of  harmonic  themes. 
And  thus  it  will  be  with  the  educated  and  inqui- 
ring mind  of  the  general  mass,  among  whom  there 
is  a  constantly  improving  festhetic  tendency. 

In  a  moral  point  of  view,  and  even  on  the  score 
of  higher  cultivation,  a  large  class  of  dilettanti 
would  prefer  chamber  concerts,  and  the  more 
chaste  atmosphere  that  surrounds  them,  to  the  sen- 
sual, and  in  some  instances,  demoralizing  associa- 
tions of  an  opera  house.  But  would  not  the  dra- 
matic attraction  of  musical  performances  on  the 
stage  impart  a  taste  for  true  music,  where  none 
previously  existed  ?  Would  they  not  tempt  many 
to  listen,  and,  gradually,  to  enter  spiritually  into 
harmonious  thoughts,  which  a  mere  instrumen- 
tal interpretation  they  could  not  relish  or  com- 
prehend ?  For  herein  hes  one  of  the  highest  at- 
tributes of  the  lyrical  drama,  that  it  gives  a  visi- 
ble representation  to  the  very  passions,  loves  and 
hates  it  depicts,  and  is  the  etherial  essence  of 
melody  made  tangible. 

(Conclusion  next  week.) 


A  German  sharp  and  an  English  Flat. 
The  most  severe  and  cutting  hit  we  have  heard 


for  some  time,  was  made  at  one  of  our  theatres  a 
few  days  since  during  an  operatic  rehearsal,  by 
the  "  bass  viol."  The  rehearsal  had  been  de- 
layed some  time  by  the  non-appearance  of  the 
prhno-lenore,  who  is  proverbial  in  his  singing  for 
frequently  being  out  of  time  and  tune.  Finally 
he  appeared,  and  the  orchestra  was  called.  The 
double  bass  was  absent,  which  was  considered 
an  act  of  base  desertion  on  his  part,  and  drew 
forth  a  storm  of  indignation  from  the  tenore.  At 
length  the  absent  musician  appeared,  with  the 
froth  of  lager  bier  adhering  to  his  moustache. 
"  What  the  deuce  do  you  mean,  sir,"  said  the 
singer,  "keeping  evei'ybody  waiting  for  two 
hours?  You  ought  to  be  discharged."  "You 
dink  so,  eh  ?"  retorted  double-bass.  "  Teifels,  I 
was  wait  every  day,  und  every  poddy  else  for 
two  hour,  und  I  only  have  yust  run  out  for  five 
minutes  to  get  a  little  lager  bier,  und  you  insult 
before  every  poddy. — But  I  shall  haf  my  revenge 
to-night ;  ichertever  you  sings,  1  shall  play  in 
tune." — N.  Y.  Picayune. 

Dmigljt'g  ^nnrnnl  nf  ?ilii0ir. 
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The  Opera. 

Don  Pasquale. 

The  tragical  excitements  of  "  Norma"  and  "  La 
Favorita"  were  suffered  to  cool  down  on  Friday 
evening  (the  sixth  of  the  regular  nights)  by  the 
representation  of  this  graceful  little  genteel  musi- 
cal comedy  of  Donizetti.  It  has  no  remarkable 
music  in  it,  but  much  that  is  sparkling  and  pretty, 
though  not  to  be  thought  of  in  comparison  with 
11  Barhiere.  The  action  is  all  confined  to  the  four 
principal  characters,  two  of  whom  are  dressed  as 
they  might  walk  in  Washington  street,  and  affords 
no  room  for  grand  musical  ensembles  or  scenic 
displays.  Once  only  is  the  even  flow  of  the  parlor 
comedy  interrupted  and  relieved,  when  the  stage 
is  flooded  by  a  chattering  chorus  of  domestics. 

We  have  before  had  the  part  of  the  cunning 
and  coquettish  young  widow,  Norina,  done  to  per- 
fection almost  by  Mme.  Sontag.  And  it  was 
wonderful  that  one,  whose  chief  power  lies  in  so 
different  and  grand  a  line  of  characters,  as  Grisi, 
could  wear  this  part  so  easily  and  scarcely  sufTer 
in  comparison.  It  was  a  most  natural,  playful, 
graceful,  spirited  impersonation,  and  all  its  shift- 
ing moods  were  acted  to  the  life.  Whether  smi- 
ling over  her  inveigling  charms  in  solitude,  or  be- 
traying love's  sincere  alarms  ;  whether  deceiving 
the  gouty  and  absurd  old  Don  as  the  bashful  novice, 
as  the  coaxing  coquette,  or  as  the  terrible  shrew  ; 
in  each  and  every  real  or  assumed  part,  the  Grisi 
was  entirely  transformed  into  the  Norina  of  the 
play.  Her  music  was  charmingly  and  easily  de- 
livered, and  she  looked  and  dressed  the  part  de- 
lightfully. 

Mario,  for  the  first  time  here,  bore  himself 
indifferently,  treating  the  requirements  of  the 
lover's  part  as  lightly  as  possible,  aud  only  exert- 
ing himself  to  show  some  real  touch  of  his  rare 
voice  and  style  in  the  everlasting  serenade  :  Com' 
e  gentil,  and  in  the  turtle-dove  duet  with  Grisi ; 
Tornanii  a  dir.  It  was  the  least  of  Mario's  per- 
formances. 

SusiNi  made  a  very  passable  Don  Pasquale, 
though  by  no  means  so  good  as  we  have  had. — 
Badiali,  as  Doctor  Malatesta,  was  at  home,  sure 
and  efTective  at  all  points,  and,  as  is  his  artist- 
like wont,  appeared  to  merge  himself  in  a  view 
to  the  success  of  the  play.     The  quartet,  in  which 
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the  infatuated  old  fool  af  a  Don  wakes  out  of 
the  stupor  of  amazement,  is  about  the  most  effec- 
tive piece  in  the  opera,  and  elicited  an  encore. 

Satui-day  afternoon  was  devoted  to  an  extra 
performance  of  NoRSfA. 

Dos    GlOVANSI. 

It  is  onr  fate,  with  resjard  to  all  chances  of 
hearing  and  appreciating  Mozart's  masterpiece 
in  this  country,  that  it  never  turns  to  us  more  than 
one  or  two  at  a  time  of  the  many  sides  which 
make  its  perfect  w'..ole.  We  never  get  all  its 
characters  fitly  represented,  all  its  conditions  re- 
alized, in  any  one  performance.  If  the  Zerlina 
is  good,  the  Donna  Anna  is  bad ;  if  the  orchestra 
suggests  the  musical  sense  of  the  drama,  the  sing- 
ers and  actors  belie  it  on  the  stage ;  or  vice  versa. 
It  differs  from  the  modern  effect  operas,  as  a  play 
of  Shakspeare  dilTers  from  the  plays  best  suited 
to  the  powers  of  our  theatrical  stock  companies  j 
or  as  any  great  work  of  genius  from  a  clever, 
readily  appreciable  work  of  talent.  "  Don  Gio- 
vanni" contains  not  a  single  unimportant  part 
or  character ;  it  needs  an  artist,  an  actor  and 
singer  of  genius,  for  the  right  rendering  of  at 
least  half  a  dozen  of  its  principal  roles, — indeed 
for  every  thing  above  mere  chorus.  The  difficul- 
ties and  almost  impossibilities  of  a  really  adequate 
representation  of  it  on  the  stage,  are  qnite  anal- 
agous  to  those  of  representing  Shakspeare.  In 
either  case  it  is  by  many  hearings,  each  in  turn 
revealing  to  us  S07ne  point  or  character  in  the  true 
light;  and  still  more  is  it  by  private  reading  and 
study  of  the  work,  helped  out  and  stimulated  oc- 
casionally by  these  imperfect  attempts  at  repre- 
sentation, that  we  get  to  understand  and  feel  the 
work  in  its  completeness,  so  that  thenceforward 
no  least  part  of  it  can  ever  appear  insignificant 
or  fail  to  interest  us. 

The  difficulty  is  enhanced  in  the  case  of  "  Don 
Giovanni,"  by  a  plot,  by  a  libretto,  which  taken 
literally,  apart  from  the  music,  in  which  alone  the 
soul  and  true  interpretation,  Mozart's,  and  not 
Da  Ponte's,  interpretation  of  it,  reside,  is  almost 
certain  to  mislead, — especially  when  acted  out 
upon  the  stage,  as  we  commonly  see  it,  with  the 
broadest  literalness,  by  singers  who  do  not  think 
first  of  all  to  enter  into  the  spirit  of  Mozart's 
music.  No  one  will  ever  get  a  right  conception  of 
this  truly  Shakesperian  opera,  who  does  not  listen 
principally  to  the  music,  and  familiarize  himself 
with  that;  who  does  not  continually  take  refuge 
in  the  orchestra  from  things  that  seem  absurd  or 
stupid  on  the  stage. 

If  such  intrinsic  difficulties  are  in  the  way  of 
representing  Mozart's  opera  even  in  his  own 
Germany,  even  in  the  best  appointed  theatres, 
what  can  we  expect  of  travelling  Italian  troupes 
not  made  up  primarily  with  any  reference  to  the 
production  of  such  works  as  this,  but  solely  to 
the  production  of  the  Favoritas,  Normas,  Lucre- 
zia  Borgias,  Ernanis,  &c.,  in  which  the  plot 
is  simple  and  exciting,  and  the  dramatic  in- 
•  terest  all  centres  in  one  or  two  leading  characters, 
"  stars,"  who  seldom  leave  the  foreground,  while 
whatsoever  is  secondary  is  almost  insignificant 
and  may  be  filled  out  by  the  cheapest  supernu- 
meraries;— operas  in  which  the  prima  donna 
counts  for  more  than  the  composer,  and  the  music 
is  mainly  thought  of  as  it  illustrates  her  and  reno- 
vates her  triumphs. 

The  performance  of  "  Don  Giovanni,"  therefore, 
by  the  Grisi  and  Mario  troupe,  on  Monday  eve- 


ning, is  to  be  taken  as  something  exceptional  in 
their  general  programme,  something  out  of  their 
peculiar  line.  And  yet  it  was  an  exception  in 
which  we  must  thankfully  recognize  a  graceful 
deference  to  a  Boston  musical  taste,  while  we  are 
and  should  be  thankful  at  any  time  to  hear  this 
opera  given  with  as  many  good  elements  as  this 
troupe  could  furnish.  Yet  we  have  once  or  twice 
enjoyed  the  opera  as  a  whole  somewhat  better. 
We  have  had  a  better  orchestral  treatment,  and 
perhaps  a  better  average  of  principal  parts. — 
Could  we  have  had  some  of  the  excellent  parts  of 
former  representations  (say  the  almost  perfect 
Zerlina  of  Mme.  Bosio,  or  the  very  charming 
one  of  BIme.  Sontag)  with  the  new  excellencies 
of  this,  we  should  have  had  a  pretty  fair  present- 
ment of  "  Don-  Giovanni." 

As  it  was,  it  was  a  privilege  which  one  once 
smitten  with  the  charm  of  Mozart's  music,  would 
not  for  many  accompanying  imperfections  have 
forgone,  simply  to  witness  for  the  first  time  in  our 
theatres  a  worthy  impersonation  of  the  greatest 
character  in  the  piece,  the  character  of  Donna 
Anna.  Grisi,  for  the  first  time,  has  filled  out  to  us 
Mozart's  conception  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
lofty  of  all  his  female  characters.  Grisi  was  the 
first  who  could  look  and  act  the  part,  as  indicated 
in  the  noble,  impassioned,  spiritual  music  which 
the  composer  has  assigned  to  it.  She  could  bring 
out  the  wonderful  pathos  of  that  recitative  over 
her  dead  father,  and  the  fire  and  sublime  energy 
of  the  oath  and  duet  of  revenge.  She  could  sus- 
tain the  arduous  melody  of  that  trio  of  maskers 
at  its  heavenly  height,  suflTering  not  a  drop  of  its 
eloquent  beauty  to  be  lost,  so  that  with  the  sup- 
port of  Mario,  in  spite  of  the  crude  and  uncer- 
tain soarings  of  the  other  soprano,  it  ravished 
the  audience,  and  had  to  be  repeated. 

Above  all,  in  that  great  recitative  and  aria 
(Ottavio,  son  ■morte :  and  Or  sai  clii  l'  onore), 
where  she  recognizes  her  father's  murderer  and 
relates  the  outrage  to  her  lover — perhaps  the 
grandest  piece  of  lyric  monologue  that  exists — 
Gbisi  found  sphere  for  her  loftiest  and  most  im- 
passioned action  and  vocal  declamation,  fully 
equal  to  her  famous  Ah,  non  tremare  scene  in 
"Norma,"  while  the  music  here  is  unspeakably 
greater.  That  scene  alone,  although  it  was  too 
good  to  "  bring  the  house  down,"  was  worth  an 
evening's  entertainment  to  an  appreciating  lis- 
tener, and  as  worthy  of  the  name  of  "  high  Art " 
as  anything  we  ever  witnessed  on  the  stage. 
Study  its  music  over,  and  then  mark  it  well  the 
next  time  you  can  hear  it  so  performed  ! 

We  had  truly  hoped  that,  having  now  for  once 
a  Donna  Anna,  she  would  have  given  the  great 
song  Non  mi  dir,  always  heretofore  omitted  on 
the  stage,  and  only  sung  in  public  once  or  twice 
here  by  Jenny  Lind,  and  then  in  a  style  and 
spirit  worthy  of  its  lofty,  lovely  melody.  But  in 
this  we  were  disappointed ;  the  last  spiritual 
strains  of  Donna  Anna's  voice  had  floated  away 
in  the  mysterious  chords  of  the  swift  and  intricate 
Sextet. — But  what  do  certain  crilics  mean  by 
talking  of  Donna  Anna  as  a  part  of  secondary 
consequence,  and  advising  that  Grisi  would  do 
better  to  take  the  part  of  pretty  little  aflTectionate, 
coquettish  Zerlina !  That  too  is  a  beautiful  and 
all-important  part :  but  because  Bosio  and  Son- 
tag  took  it,  does  it  follow  that  Grisi  should,  or 
that  it  is  the  first  part?  Donna  Anna  subordi- 
nate !  Why,  she  is  the  heroine,  and  soul  and 
central    inspiration  of   the    piece,   the    type   of 


loveliness  and  womanhood,  and  the  embodied 
heavenly  Nemesis  that  chants  all  through  this 
complex  tale  of  wrong  and  that  forefeels  the 
coming  Destiny.  Donna  Anna  is  Mozart's 
choicest  creation ;  to  her  has  Ee  assigned  the 
greatest  music.  Is  it  necessary  that  the  greatest 
character  should  be  in  the  foreground  all  the 
time  ?  The  answer  to  tliis  question  reveals  an- 
other reason  why  a  great  musical  life-poem, 
constituted  like  "  Don  Giovanni,"  absorbs  the  at- 
tention of  the  many,  at  first,  less  than  the  intense 
modern  Italian  plots.  It  is  because  of  its  very 
truth  to  nature  and  to  life,  because  it  is  so  vital 
with  genius  in  every  detail  and  every  fibre  ;  so 
that  none  of  the  characters  that  come  and  go  and 
intermingle  in  the  picture  claim  exclusive  promi- 
nence for  more  than  a  short  time ;  yet  they 
make  their  mark  none  the  less;  so  it  is. in  life,  in 
actual  history  ;  so  it  is  in  the  true  life  poems  "  that 
hold  the  mirror  up  to  nature ; "  and  only  in  those 
artificial,  forced  products,  the  effect  dramas,  is  it 
not  so. 

It  was  a  real  gain  therefore  in  this  programme 
to  get  for  the  first  time  a  Donna  Anna  (although 
we  own  to  pleasant  memories  of  Truffi.)  It 
was  one  of  Grisi's  famous  parts,  and  in  no  part 
has  she  shown  a  finer  and  higher  talent.  It  also 
gave  us  an  Ottavio,  a  part  heretofore  always  cari- 
catured. By  Mario's  delicious  tenor,  beauties  of 
the  first  scene,  of  the  quartet,  the  trio,  the  ball 
scene  and  the  sextet,  always  faint  or  marred  be- 
fore, stood  out  fair  and  appreciable.  But  it  was 
in  the  most  perfect  of  tenor  songs,  in  II  mio  tesoro, 
that  he  gave  us  by  far  the  finest  exhibition  of 
himself,  revealing  the  full  beauty,  depth  and  ten- 
derness of  Mozart's  love-fraught  melody.  In  the 
strong  and  declamatory  portions  he  was  as  perfect 
as  in  the  sweet  and  simple  melody,  the  exquisite 
roulades  and  cadences ;  and  the  impression  of 
that  sustained  high  note,  where  the  voice  hangs 
poised,  as  it  were,  in  ecstatic  reverie,  while  the 
melody  moves  on  in  the  instruments,  cannot 
soon  fade  away.  If  one's  curiosity  be  mainly 
to  hear  Mario,  we  cannot  think  of  a  better  opera 
than  this.  But  Mozart  has  given  another  exquis- 
ite aria  to  Ottavio :  Dalla  sua  pace  ; — why  could 
he  not  also  sing  that  ? 

As  for  the  two  characters  that  are  kept  pretty 
constantly  upon  the  stage,  Don  Juan  and  Lepo- 
rello,  they  were  at  least  fairly  done.  Sig.  Badi- 
ali  is  much  the  best  Don  Juan  we  have  ever  had 
here,  and,  so  far  as  singing  and  musical  par/aiirfo  go, 
fails  not  to  afford  that  artistic  satisfaction  which 
he  always  has  togive.  But  in  age  and  person  he 
is  not  after  Mozart's,  or  OulibichetTs,  ideal  of  the 
part, — not  another  Bassi  ;  and  though  his  imper- 
sonation of  it  was  refinement  itself  compared  with 
some  we  have  had,  (in  which  the  Don  and  his  ser- 
vant seemed  to  have  exchanged  parts  through  the 
whole  piece,  as  well  as  in  the  serenade  scene,)  it 
still  smacked  too  much  of  the  literal  libretto,  and 
too  little  of  Mozart's  conception  as  indicated  in 
his  music.  Sig.  SusiNi's  Leporello  had  many 
good  points,  but  was  rather  heavy ;  it  had  too 
much  of  the  blockhead  and  too  little  of  the  subtle 
knave.  Moreover  his  basso  is  not  telling  enough 
in  the  lower  notes,  so  that  the  trio  of  basses,  in 
the  first  scene,  where  the  Commendatore  dies, — 
one  of  the  most  marvellous  pieces  in  the  entire 
music,  was  feeble  and  confused ;  —  doubly  so 
through  the  vocal  insufficiency  and  serio-comic 
dying  of  the  respectable  commander.  This  gave 
the  opera  a  bad  start  at  the  outset,  and  probably 
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weakened  the  impression  throughout.  As  the 
speaking  statue,  too,  Sig.  Canpi  lacked  ponder- 
ous marble  tones,  and  trembled  in  his  shoos  as  his 
hand  grasped  a  culprit  stronger  than  himself. 
Masetto  is  an  important  part,  essential  to  a  clear 
perception  of  much  of  the  fine  concerted  music,  es- 
pecially in  the  hurried  series  of  delicious  little 
scenes  before  the  first  first  finale.  But  our  Ma- 
setto Tvas  a  puppet  with  a  Toice  scarce  audible, 
and  that  apparently  a  tenor  instead  of  a  baritone_ 

Returning  to  the  prime  donne,  of  whom  the 
play  requires  three  of  the  highest  excellence,  we 
have  to  regret  the  worse  than  wantof  a  fit  Elvira, 
Signorina  Doxovanni  had  neither  the  voice, 
skill,  action,  conception,  or  stndied  acquirement  of 
her  part, — a  part  in  itself  next  in  dignity  to  Donna 
Anna,  high,  impassioned,  devoted,  to  which  much 
of  the  most  difBcult  and  soaring  music  is  assigned. 
This  marred  the  trio  and  the  exquisite  quartet  : 
non  li  Jidar,  that  has  not  its  equal  in  all  opera. 
Then  she  listened  to  Leporello's  catalogue  song 
like  an  automaton,  as  if  the  womanly  and  wronged 
Elvira  could  have  power  to  listen  !  The  Zerlina 
of  Mme.  LoRiNl  (known  as  our  Boston  singer, 
Miss  Virginia  Whiting)  was  quite  well  sung, 
eliciting  encores  in  the  duet.  La  ci  darem  (which 
by  the  way  was  taken  very  slow,)  and  in  the  Batti, 
hatti;  but  the  naive  grace  and  charm  of  the  char- 
acter, after  one  has  seen  Bosio,  were  not  there. 

Chorus  and  orchestra  would  hardly  bear  criti- 
cal report,  and  it  was  well  understood  that  the 
whole  thing  was  got  up  hastily.  Yet  the  main 
features  of  the  music  were  there,  and  if  one  lis- 
tened to  the  orchestra  he  was  surely  borne  away 
upon  the  luscious  tide  of  Mozart's  musical  inven- 
tion. 

Many  scenes  were  inadequately,  and  some  al- 
together wrongly,  treated.  The  great-first  finale, 
the  ball  room  scene,  was  seldom  made  so  feeble. 
You  saw  nothing  but  a  party  of  peasants  on  the 
stage  ;  no  ladies  and  gentlemen,  corresponding 
to  the  stately  minuet  in  the  music.  The  three 
distinct  dance  times  that  play  on  at  once  in  the 
orcliestra,  were  unexplained  by  anything  upon 
the  stage;  where  there  should  have  been  halls 
opening  into  hall,  and  three  real  bands,  that  in 
the  foreground  playing  the  minuet  for  the  noble 
company  to  dance  by,  while  the  boors  in  the 
background  danced  their  country-dances  and 
waltzes  to  their  own  droning  musicians.  But  M. 
Oulibicheff  will  set  all  that  right,  when  we  come 
to  it  in  our  translations. — Again,  the  sextet  scene 
was  unintelligible;  the  biijo  loco,  dark,  cavernous 
enclosure,  was  made  a  public  street,  and  Lepo- 
rello  instead  of  groping  his  way  out,  seemed  to 
Ije  groping  his  wa,y  into  the  doors  of  people's 
houses.  But  on  the  other  hand  we  must  give 
credit  to  the  (in  our  theatres)  unparalleled  beauty 
and  efl'ectiveness  of  the  scene  of  the  statue  upon 
horseback.     It  was  really  artistic. 

"Don  Giovanni  "  was  announced  for  repeti- 
tion last  night,  and  we  doubt  not,  we  shall  have 
many  improvements  to  report. 


OuLiBicHFFF  ON  "  DoN  GiovANNi."  —  We  have 
already  within  tile  past  three  years  said  and  published 
a  good  deal  about  this  opera.  We  have  given  our  own 
somewhat  studied  attempt  at  an  analysis  of  it,  and  we 
have  translated  from  Hoffmann,  Mozart's  Russian  bio- 
grapher, above-named,  and  others,  thoughts  wliich  helped 
to  place  its  beauty  and  significance  in  the  right  light. 
But  we  find,  whenever  it  is  performed  here,  such  misun- 
derstanding and  misappreciation  of  the  work,  both  on  the 
part  of  public  and  performers,  that  we  have  been  anxious 
to  set  some  matters  right  about  it,  by  giving  our  readers 


a  few  extracts  from  a  very  able,  thorough  and  extended 
analysis  of  "  Don  Juan  "  by  Oulibicheff.  Its  length, 
however,  seemed  to  make  it  unmanageable;  and  we 
have  finally  concluded  to  take  time  for  it,  and  give  pretty 
much  the  whole  of  it.  On  the  first  page  therefore,  we 
have  commenced;  not  at  the  beginning,  for  we  could 
safely  omit  much  of  the  long  metaphysical  introduction, 
and  we  had  already  published  the  imaginary  conversation 
between  Mozart  and  Da  l*onte  about  the  libretto,  (vol. 
i.,  page  33.)  We  also  omit  the  description  of  the  over- 
ture, which  has  already  appeared  in  vol.  ii.,  p.  9.  We 
take  the  liberty  also  to  break  it  up  by  special  headings. 
Ifany  one  will  follow  it  through,  referring  at  the  same 
time,  if  possible,  to  the  music  itself,  we  will  warrant  him 
against  indifference  to  "Don  Giovanni,"  the  next  time  it 
shall  come  round  for  performance. 


Miss  Hensler's  d\:but  at  La  Scala,  Milan,  is  under- 
stood to  have  been  eminentty  successful,  in  spite  of  most 
discouraging  circumstances.  We  had  confidently  looked 
for  letters  by  this  steamer,  which  would  enable  us  to  give 
a  full  and  authentic  account  of  it.  But  we  must  wait  for 
the  arrival  of  the  Union. 


Concerts.  —  Notices  of  the  Mendelssohn  Quintette 
Club,  and  the  Orchestral  Union,  must  wait  till  next  week. 

A-B  account  of  the  opening  of  the  new  organ  at  Som- 
erset St.  Baptist  .Church  is*  also  deferred. 

^Trberttscmcnts. 

NATHAN    RICHARUSON, 

Importer,  Publislier,  and  Dealer  in  Foreign  & 
American  Music,  Piano-Forte.s,  Organs, 
Melodeons,  Metronomes,  Music- 
Boxes,  etc.  etc. 
MUglCAIi  EXCHANGE,    283  -^Vasliingtoii  St., 
BOSTON. 

THE  MODERN  SCHOOL 

— FOE— 

THE     PIANO-FORTE, 

BY    NATHAN    IIICHARDSON. 

The  Fourth  Edition  of  this  valuable  work  is  now  ready.  It 
has  received  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed Musicians  in  the  United  State.s  and  Europe. 

All  the  exercises  in  this  work  are  arranged  in  so  progressive 
and  judicious  a  manner  as  to  develop  the  strength  and  dex- 
terity of  the  fingers  in  the  least  time  possible  Price,  $3. 
Hound  in  cloth,  f«H  gilt,  ©4.  Copies  mailed  on  receipt  of  the 
above  price. 

Every  variety  of  new  Music  published  at  this  establishment, 
which  the  publisher  warrants  to  give  satisfaction.  Catalogues 
sent  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  free  of  charge. 

New  Music  from  all  parts  of  Europe  and  America  received 
03  soon  as  issued. 

We  address  ourselves  particularly  to  Teachers  out  of  town, 
Female  Colleges,  Seminaries,  etc.,  and  would  state  that,  from 
our  own  experience  in  like  situations,  we  are  better  enabled  to 
judge  of  their  wants,  and  in  case  they  should  give  us  the  honor 
of  their  patronage,  we  will  endeavor  to  fulfil  their  orders  to 
their  satisfaction  ;  and  to  whom  we  shall  be  happy  to  make  a 
liberal  deduction  from  the  retail  prices  upon  all  music  pur- 
chased in  quantities. 

F.    F.    MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  llandel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &o. 

Resldeuce,  No.  3  AVinter  Place,  Boston. 

MUe.  GABRIELLE  DE  LAMOTTE 

Begs  leave  to  announce  that  she  will  open  NEXT  WEEK, 
NEW  CLASSES  for  the  instruction  of  Young  Ladies  on  the 
PIANO-FOltTE,  For  the  convenience  of  young  ladies  attend- 
ing school,  classes  will  commence  at  four  o'clock. 

Terms  :  Fifteen  Tollars  for  twenty-four  lessons.  Apply  at 
Mile.  Gabrielle  Do  Lamotte's  residence,  55  Hancock  street. 

NO.  3  LA  GRANGE   PLACE,  BOSTON. 

Having  resided  thirteen  years  in  Europe  with  a  view  of  adap- 
ting the  Italian  style  of  Singing  to  the  English  voice,  and  of 
remedying  ivtaknfss  of  the  voice,  and  thoroughly  correcting 
harsh,  guttural,  nasal,  or  other  unpleasant  peculiarities,  pro- 
poses to  give  lessons  on  the  Voice,  and  in  Singing,  in  the  Italian 
French,  and  English  Languages. 

Many  who  have  spent  years  of  severe  study  to  attain  musical 
excellence,  after  struggling  to  conquer  some  guttural,  nasal,  or 
other  unpleasant  mannerism,  abandon  the  pursuit  from  the  b«- 
lief  that  they  are  afflicted  with  a  natural  defL-ctivencss:  when, 
with  a  fractional  part  of  the  application  which  tlicy  bestow  on 
the  other  bmnchcs  of  their  musical  education,  and  with  much 
less  physical  effort  (if  properly  directed)  than  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  use,  their  voices  might  be  rendered  comparative- 
ly beautiful. 

(CT*  Terms,  ®50  per  quarter. 


bosto:n"  theatre. 

MADAME    GRISI 

S  I  Ct  N  O  R     MA  R  I  O  '  S 

FAREWELL  PERIORMAKCSS 

IN    BOSTON. 

5IR.  n.40KETT  would  respoctfully  apprise  his  friends,  the 
Boston  public,  that  he  has  determined  to  reduce  the  Farewell 
Performance.^;  of 

Madame  GRISI  and  Signer  MARIO 

at  New  York  to  THUEE  OMLY,  prior  to  their  return  po.ti- 
tively  t.0  Europe,  2]st  February,  per  .Steamer  Atlantic,  and 
that  consequently  their  last  performances  here,  after  this  date, 
will  be  as  follows : 

SATDEDAY  AFTERNOON,  Feb.  3d,  last  time  in  America, 

I  PURITANI. 

MONDAY,  Februarv  5(h, 

SEMIRAMIDE. 

WEDNESDAY,  Feb.  7tb,  by  request, 

LA  PAVORITA, 

FRIDAY,  February  9th, 

NORMA, 

»  And  the  Las'-  Aft  of 

LUCIA  DI  LAMMERMOOR. 

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  Feb.  10th, 

SEMIRAMIDE. 
MOST    POSITIVELY 

THE  LAST  APPE.1RANCE  of  this  Troupe,  and  of  Madame 
Grisi  and  Signer  Mario,  prior  to  their  return  to  Europe. 

Mr.  Hacltett  assures  the  public  that  under  no  circumstances 
(except  as  above  announced)  can  these  Artistes  again  appear 
in  Boston.  ^ 

Places  for  all  or  either  of  the  ahoTe  representations,  may  be 
procured  »t  WADE'S,  197  Washington  street. 


AFTERNOON  CONCERTS. 
THE     ORCHESTRAL     UNION, 

AT  THE 

BOSTON   MUSIC   HALL. 
Every  Wednesday,  at  3  o'clock:,  P.  M. 

And  continue  through  the  season. 

CARIi    ZERR.AKN Conductorp 

Single  tickets,  25  cts  :  Packages  of  6  tickets,  SI :  for  sale  at 
the  music  stores  and  at  the  door  Nov  23 

THE     OPERAS. 

COMPLETE  EDITIONS,  %VORDS  and  MUSIC. 

The  follnwinf:  volumes  of  DITSON'S  EDITION  OF  STAN- 
BARD  OPERAS  are  now  ready.  Each  contains  English  and 
Italian  words,  with  a  sketch  of  the  author,  and  a  brief  synop- 
sis of  the  principal  incidents  of  the  plot. 

Price, 

NORMA, by  Bellini,  16G  pp.  quarto,  2  00 

LA  SONNAMBULA, "         175  *'  2.00 

LUCKEZIA  BORGIA, ....Donizetti,  183  "  2  00 

LUCIA  DI  LAMMERMOOR,       "         16S  "  2  00 

ERNANI, Terdi,  192  "  2  00 

DON  GIOVANNI,  (Piano  solo)  Mozart,  80  "  100 

"  The  size  of  these  volumes  enables  them  to  be  used  Tvithout 
an)'  inconvenience,  and  we  hope  in  our  musical  campaign  to 
see  them  as  much  consulted  as  opera  glasses." — Transcript. 

"  Here  are  the  finest  productions  at  prices  which  none  can 
object  to,  and  we  heartily  cummend  all  the  volumes  to  the 
good  taste  and  patronage  of  every  lover  of  music." — Musical 
World. 

Published  by        Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washington  St. 

HEWS'  PATENT  AMERICAN  ACTION 
PIANO-FOHTE. 

From  the  illustnous  Pianist,  L.  M.  GOTTSCHALK,  to  Mr. 
Hews^  Agent  nt  New  York. 

New  York,  Dec.  5, 1853. 
Mr.  N.  P.  Cuhtiss  :  Dear  Sir, — Having  had  the  pleasure  of 
performing  upon  Geo.  Hews' American  Patent  Action  Piano, 
at  the  World's  Fair  in  this  city  the  present  year,  and  other 
of  his  Pianos  at  your  Warerooms,  which  afforded  me  much 
gratification,  I  cheerfully  recommend  them  to  the  public.  I 
am  very  glad  of  the  improvement  in  the  action.  These  instru- 
ments likewipe  are  of  excellent  tone,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the 
perfection  of  the  scales.  Very  Respectfully, 

L.  M.  GOTTSCHALK. 

GEORGE  HE"WS  has  removed  to  the  building  lately 
occupied  by  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  No.  379  \Vashingtoa 
Street.  Jan.  27    -it 

OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
WiNTHROP  House.  Terms  : — S50  per  qmirtor  of  34  leisons, 
two  a  week  ;  S^SO  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 

WANTED.— A  place  as  ORGANIST  in  some  church  in 
or  near  Boston,  by  one  who  can  produce  the  best  tcsti- 
mopials,  and  who  has  formerly  officiated  in  that  capacity  for 
seven  years  in  one  of  the  principal  churches  of  the  city. 


Feb  3    46 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF   MUSIC. 


YOUNG  UBIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Rooms  in  coDnc^  tion  with  Mr.  E.  A.  Beamau's  Young  Ladies' 

School,  No.  23  Temple  Pltice. 

E.  R.  EliAlVCMARD,  Teacher. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 

Central  Place. 

RESIDENCE,  24  WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

This  School  is  designed  for  all  who  msh  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  read  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  the  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  Style,  &c.  Commencing  with  fikst  principles  and  pro- 
ceeding upwards,  by  regular  and  successiTe  steps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enable  them  to  read  e7en  the 
more  diflicult  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  other  particulars,  see  Circular,  which  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Room.s  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Webb  &  Co,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  Blanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instractiou  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  the  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Young  Ladies'  Vocal  Mu^ic  School,we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  (mr  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,        Geo.  J.  Webb,  E.  F.  Muller, 

Geo.  E.  Root,  B.  F.  Bakee. 

Sept  20  tf 

ADOLPH    KIELBIiOCK, 

United  States  Hotel.  Dec  30 


CONCERT    HALL, 

CORNER  OF  EUCLID  STREET  AND  PUBLIC  SQUARE, 
CleT'eland,  Oliio. 

This  new  and  elegant  hall,  designed  expressly  for  concerts 
and  lectures,  is  now  open  for  artists  and  others  intending  to 
give  entertainments  in  Cleveland. 

The  hall  is  well  lighted,  handsomely  frescoed  and  decorated, 
and  will  seat  comfortably  1200  persons.  Its  central  location 
renders  it  the  most  desirable  of  any  in  the  city. 

For  terms,  etc.,  apply  to  UOLBROOK  &  LONG, 

Piano-Forte  Dealers,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

A  CARD. Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  (duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Not  18 


SIGWOR  AUGUSTO  EEIVDELARI,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  cliiss  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Cliickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  g^reat 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augusto  Bendelari,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

REFERENCES. 

Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G.  Ward,  Esq. 

John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 
Sept  9 

ME.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  apphcations  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

References— R.  E.  Apthorp,  C.C.Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqs, 
Sept  23  tf. 


E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TE.A.C11E.R  OF  THE  VliVKO  AKD  SlKGl^G, 

Eesidenee,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference^  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHAED, 

XEACHEK     OF     MUSIC, 

365  "Wasliiiig^osi  Street^  Boston. 

CHICKERING-   &    SONS, 

MANUFACinRERS  OS 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND     SQUARE 

OP  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


i). 


"WAKEROOBIS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


NO'W    BEAI>Y: 
Third  and  Cheap  Edition  of  the 

lOBERI  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PMO-FORTE, 

BY  NATHAN   RICHARHSON, 

Inasmuch  as  the  demand  for  a  cheaper  edition  of  this  In- 
struction Rook  has  been  so  great,  particularly  among  Teachers, 
heads  of  geminaries,  &c.,  the  pubHsher  has  been  induced  to 
issue  an  edition  containing  preri^ely  the  same  mattei',  but 
bound  in  a  plainer  style.  This  ]\Iethod  is  more  complete  and 
systematic  tban  any  other  published  in  this  country  or  Europe, 
and  is  now  the  cheapest.  It  is  recommended  by  all  the  first 
Teachers,  as  hying  the  very  best. 

Price,  in  plain  binding 9?3,0O 

In  the  original  style,  full  gilt S4,00 

Copies  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  on  the 
receipt  of  the  above  prices. 

PUBLISHED   AT   THE 

MUSICAL    EXCHANGE, 

282  Washington  Street,  Boston,  by 

UATHAW  RICHAKDSOW". 

GEOHGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 
AND     MELODEONS. 

No.  3    IrVINTEK    STKEET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

WAKEANTED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Dec.  9  3ui 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTXJRER   AND   DEALER   IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

JVo.  344  W'asliingtom  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  4  TO  LET. 

G.  ANDRIS   &   CO.'S 

B«pot   d£    ^oitf^jn    anil    fflomtsti:    ^Husit, 

19  3.  NINTH  STREET,  ABOVE  CHESTNUT, 

{East  side,)  PHILADELPHIA. 

[Cr'A  catalogue  of  our  stock  of  Foreign  Music,  and  of  our 
own  Publications,  has  just  been  published.  Music  and  Music 
Books  imported  to  order,  as  heretofore,  from  Germany,  Italy, 
France  and  England. 

Mr.    J.  Q.    WETHERBEE, 

(BASSO  CANTANTE,) 
No.  18  TEEMOMT  TEMPLE,   BOSTON. 

WILLIAM   BERGER, 
Piiblislaer  and  Iiupoi'ter  of  Music, 

No.  82  West  4t]i  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED  MUSIC,  for  sale  at  Eastern  prices.     New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.    A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
[C?="  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aug26 

C3r.   -A..   SCmVEITT, 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  Mr.  0.  DITSON'S,  115  Washington  St., 
or  Mr.  N.  EICHARDSON'S,  282  Washington  St. 

MR.  S.  HARRISON  MILLARD, 

Begs  to  inform  the  musical  public  of  Boston  that  he  is  now 

prepared  to  receive  pupils  in 

Italian  and  Suglisli.  Vocalization* 

Classes  will  be  formed  on  the  principle  of  the  Conservatoire 
4  Paris. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  English  Oratorio  singing. 

Classes  for  the  study  of  the  Italian  language  will  also  he 
formed. 

Residence,  G  Tyler  Street. 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  axid  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-FORTE,  and  ia  the  Theory  of  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Han-isou  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


MANUF.VCTURED   BT 

MASON     &     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improTed  MODEL  SIELODEOXS  made  by  us.  We  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
EcLuality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  iPinish. 
Onr  prices  vary  from  860  to  8175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Er.\dbur7,  George  F.  Root,  L.  II.  Suuthaed, 
Edwin  Bruce,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

[CP'The  opinions  of  the  above  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

HENRY   MASON.       1  MASON   &    HAMLTIV, 

EMMONS  HAMLIN.  J  Cambridge  St.  (cor.  of  Chajles,)  Boston,  Ms. 
Oct  28    6m  (Directly  in  front  of  the  Jail.j 

CARL    GARTNER, 
T  B  AC  H  E  R    OF    MUSICj 

May  be  found  at  No  20  Dover  Street,  every  forenoon  between 
9  and  10.  Oc  14 


LESSONS  ON  THE  VIOLONCELI^ 
HENRI  JUNGNICKEL 

Will  receive  pupils  on  the  Violoncello.    Address  at  his  resi- 
dence. No.  67  Warren  Street.  Oc  14 

HE"WS'    PATENT 
AMERICAN  ACTION  PIANOFORTE!. 

THE  MANUFACTURER  is  in  possession  of  numerous  testi- 
monials from  distinguished  Musical  Professors,  who  have 
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[Translated  for  tMs  Journal.] 

Mozart's  "Don  Giovanni," 

BT  A.  OULIBICHEFF. 

(Conclusion  next  week.) 
Mingling  of  the  Tragic  and  the  Comic. 
It  is  now  time  that  the  musical  tragedy  should 
rest,   and  that  the   buffo   opera    should   have  a 
chance  to  make  itself  perceptible.  *     *     »     * 

Although  the  mixture  of  two  elements,  like 
the  tragic  and  the  comic,  excites  an  invincible 
repugnance,  which  is  instinctive  in  all  spectators 
not  blindly  prepossessed  with  literary  doctrines, 
yet  in  the  musical  drama  it  produces  very  differ- 
ent results.  Effects  purely  dramatic  have  to  be 
3  j\    prepared   and   carried   through,  like   everything 


addressed  to  the  understanding.  It  requires 
some  time  and  a  great  deal  of  art,  before  the 
moral  dispositions  of  the  spectators  will  take 
the  desired  direction.  By  mingling  opposites, 
you  destroy  the  impression  already  produced,  as 
well  as  the  impression  yet  to  be  produced,  unless 
you  connect  them  by  long  and  learned  transitions, 
which  almost  never  comport  with  the  rapid  move- 
ment of  a  theatrical  piece.  And  even  in  this 
case  the  author  renounces  the  most  precious  of 
his  advantages,  the  progress  of  a  homogeneous 
interest.  Of  quite  another  nature  are  the  condi- 
tions in  an  opera.  The  music  appeals  directly  to 
the  soul,  and  works  upon  it  without  any  logical 
preparation.  With  the  composer  a  simple  change 
of  rhythm,  a  passage  from  the  major  to  the  minor 
mode,  suffice  to  make  us  intimately  conscious  of 
new  psychological  states,  however  they  may  differ 
from  those  we  have  just  left.  Nay  more,  the 
immediate  succession  of  the  most  contrasted  ef- 
fects is,  independently  of  any  application,  founded 
in  the  nature  of  musical  Art.  Violin  quartets 
and  symphonies,  or  cheerful  and  lively  pieces, 
can  follow  pieces  of  an  opposite  character  with 
the  best  effect.  In  the  opera  the  mixture  of  the 
serious  and  the  comic  is  not  only  much  more  ad- 
missible, but  in  the  highest  degree  advantageous. 
Since  the  impressions  of  music  are  incomparably 
stronger  than  all  the  impressions  of  the  spoken 
drama,  they  would  be  much  more  rapidly  ex- 
hausted, if  you  did  not  vary  them.  The  finest 
lyric  tragedies, "  Idomeneo,"  the  two  "Iphigenias," 
the  "  Vestal,"  would  be  somewhat  tedious  without 
the  dances,  intermezzos  and  other  accessories  of 
the  action.  The  best  buffo  operas  would  cease  to 
be  entertaining  after  the  first  act,  unless  some 
numbers  of  a  sentimental  character  were  inter- 
spersed with  the  drolleries.  Therein  lies  the 
reason,  why  "  Don  Juan,"  which  contains  within 
itself  the  quintessence  of  all  musical  effects,  is  at 
once  the  highest  tragedy  and  highest  comedy, 
and  is  the  opera  of  all  others  which  best  pleases 
the  connoisseurs,  and  of  which  nobody  grows 
weary. 

Donna  Elvika. 

Here  now  the  living  and  singing  transition 
from  the  sublime  to  the  ludicrous  is  the  fair  lady, 
who  steps  upon  the  stage  at  the  moment  of  which 
we  are  speaking,  and  to  whom  we  beg  attention. 
Elvira  manifests  two  very  distinct  sides,  according 
as  you  view  her  as  object  or  as  subject,  as  you 
regard  her  role  or  her  musical  part.  From  the 
objective  point  of  view,  which  is  that  of  her  role. 


this  person  appears  anything  but  agreeable,  es- 
pecially in  the  eyes  of  married  men,  who  under- 
stand such  relations  from  of  old.  It  is  the  hob- 
goblin or  nightmare,  that  pursues  one  everywhere 
in  his  younger  years  in  the  form  of  a  woman 
who  has  been  loved  to  satiety,  and  who  afterwards 
has  re-appeared  to  one  under  the  far  more  fright- 
ful form  of  a  legitimate  and  constant  wife^,  and 
that  always  at  the  most  inopportune  moment,  so 
as  to  disturb  the  most  innocent  recreations  and 
the  sweetest  pastimes.  But  if  you  regard  Elvira 
from  the  subjective  or  musical  point  of  view,  you 
will  behold  in  her  an  uncommon  and  choice  na- 
ture, a  great  and  noble  woman.  In  her  the  mu- 
sician has  represented  the  unqualified  devotion, 
the  love  triumphant  over  desertion  and  forget- 
fulness,  which  survives  humiliations,  insults  and 
even  despair. 

The  rkornel  of  the  commencing  aria  gives  us 
the  outline  of  a  highly  passionate  woman.  An 
imposing  key,  E  flat ;  a  firm,  majestic  and  deter- 
mined rhythm  ;  melodic  figures,  which  know  their 
consequence  and  seem  to  say  to  one  :  "  Look  at 
me,  my  stately  aspect,  my  noble  movements; 
with  a  dash  of  coquetry  to  be  sure,  but  all  in  the 
best  taste."  The  orchestral  prelude  is  so  positive, 
so  shining,  so  characteristic,  it  has  so  much  the 
appearance  of  being  the  main  theme,  that  you 
hardly  expect  to  hear  another  take  precedence  of 
it.  Scarcely  is  it  at  an  end,  when  the  composer 
takes  it  up  again  note  for  note,  to  make  of  it — 
what?  the  accompaniment  to  the  voice  part. 
And  the  song  part  engraves  itself  melodiously 
upon  this  melodious  and  embellished  tablature, 
with  a  naturalness  and  precision,  which  stamp  it 
at  the  same  time  on  the  ear.  In  this  one  recog- 
nizes MozAKT.  All  !  chi  mi  dice  niai  quel  barharo 
dov'  e  ?  Elvira  has  in  mind  a  horrible  example 
(orrendo  scemjno),  she  means  to  revenge  herself, 
to  dig  out  the  heart  of  the  empio  (iminous 
wretch),  if  she  finds  him ;  for  this  purpose  only 
has  she  hastened  here  from  Burgos.  Ai»ain 
something  tragic !  not  entirely.  Our  maestro 
did  not  let  himself  be  deceived  by  the  ladies,  nor 
by  the  poet  who  connived  with  them.  Hear 
how  in  the  second  air  he  translates  the  words : 
gti  vo'  cavar  il  cor  (I  will  tear  out  his  heart). 
He  translates  it  so :  "  Weeping  will  I  throw  my- 
self into  his  arms,  if  he  will  only  take  me."  But 
what  say  those  imitative  strokes,  which  are 
exchanged  like  signs  between  the  first  violins,  the 
viola  and  the  bass,  enchanting  the  ear  and  excit- 
ing  eager   expectation!      They   say,   that   Don 
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Juan  is  there,  in  the  back  of  the  stage,  and  not 
observed  by  Elvira.  You  have  difficulty  in  re' 
cognizing  the  pernicious  man  again,  who  appeared 
and  vanished  in  darkness,  leaving  a  corpse  be- 
hind him  as  a  proof  that  he  has  been  here.  Don 
Juan  has  tvashed  his  hands  ■;  he  is  fresh  and  trim, 
splendidly  attired,  full  of  new  arts  of  seduction 
and  in  the  best  humor  for  his  morning  hunt;  his 
two-footed  terrier  follows  him,  and  the  chase 
seems  to  promise  a  fortunate  beginning.  A  lady, 
all  alone,  who  has  the  appearance  of  compre- 
hending that  it  is  not  good  to  be  alone,  any 
more  than  for  a  man ;  there  is  a  capital  oppor- 
tunity. Pouerina,  poverina !  sings  Don  Juan- 
Cerchiam  di  consolar  il  suo  tormento.  And  Le- 
porello  adds  :  Cosi  ne  consolb  mille  e  otto  cento. 
Mark  the  teasing  and  mocking  instrumental 
figure,  which  prolongs  its  doubled  notes  over  this 
edifying  dialogue.  After  Donna  Elvira  has  fin- 
ished her  number  with  a  bravura  piece,  and  the 
classic  cadence  has  added  the  customary  comple- 
tion, Giovanni  addresses  the  lady  in  the  way 
that  birds  are  lured:  Signorina!  Signorina  !  the 
roguish  figure  appears  again,  more  mockingly 
than  before,  but  with  the  fifth  bar  singers  and 
orchestra  suddenly  hold  in,  as  if  they  had  seen 
the  Medusa's  head.  The  piece  ends  here,  that  is 
to  say,  it  does  not  end  at  all.  The  gallant  and 
the  lady  have  recognized  each  other.  Let  us 
admire  with  all  our  might,  enjoy  with  our  utmost 
appetite,  but  lose  no  time  in  praises. 

The  Catalogue  Sosg. 

Don  Juan,  who  is  not  at  all  inclined  to  make  a 
second  conquest  of  Elvira,  leaves  her  alone  with 
Leporello.  Our  actress  has  too  much  sense  to 
resemble,  as  so  many  others  do,  during  the  read- 
ing of  the  catalogue,  the  chief  of  a  department 
listening  to  the  official  report  of  a  subordinate. 
Elvira  does  not  listen,  but  walks  up  and  down 
the  stage  with  long  steps,  and  finally  sinks  upon 
a  bench  and  buries  herself  in  her  thoughts. 
Leporello,  who  takes  the  silence  of  his  auditor  for 
attention,  a  mistake  that  happens  to  many  an 
author,  begins  his  reading  pian  pianissimo,  with 
only  the  quartet  accompaniment.  There  is  no 
occasion  to  go  through  the  whole  folio  volume, 
but  only  to  show  the  sum  total,  which  embraces 
Giovanni's  statistics  of  Europe.  The  Tiolins  and 
the  bass  regularly  turn  over  the  leaves,  indicate 
the  kingdoms  and  the  provinces,  point  with  the 
finger  to  this  paragraph  or  that  chapter,  and  Le- 
porello reads  as  he  finds  what  he  was  seeking. 
In  Italia  sei  cento  e  quaranta.  Here  in  great 
letters  you  see  perhaps  Madame.  And  the  vio- 
lins start  ofi"  astonished  with  the  flutes  and  cry 
aloud,  while  the  joking  group  of  oboes  and  horns 
sneeringly  dispute  the  monstrous  greatness  of  the 
number.  When  he  comes  to  the  chapter  Spain, 
our  historiographer,  who  thus  far  has  been  reading 
with  the  monotony  of  a  market  clerk  with  spect- 
acles on  nose,  lets  his  voice  sink  more  and  more 
and  oversteps  the  measure  on  the  same  syllable  : 
ma-ma-ma  in  Ispagna.  He  is  terrified  by  what 
he  has  got  to  say  and  hesitates.  This  is  a  master- 
stroke of  style,  to  interrupt  the  narrative  at  the 
very  moment  when  the  audience  sits  with  open 
mouth,  to  swallow  the  great  word  that  now  is 
coming.  Having  prepared  the  blow  in  this  way, 
he  approaches  you  and  says  in  grave  and  myste- 
rious tones :  Ma  in  Ispagna,  son  gia  mille  e  tre  ! 
(But  in  Spain,  already  there  are  one  thousand 
and  three  !  )    Now !  what  say  you  ?    Mille  e  tre, 


repeat  the  violins ;  Mille  e  tre,  repeat  after  them 
the  bassoon  and  the  oboe. 

As  soon  as  the  ear  is  quite  sure  that  it  has  un- 
derstood the  incredible  number  rightly,  the  nar- 
rative is  quickened  again,  and  goes  on  in  syllabic 
notes :  V'han  fra  queste  contadine,  cameriere, 
citadine,  v'han  contesse,  haronesse,  marchesine, 
principesse,  (among  these  are  country  lasses, 
chambermaids,  city  ladies,  are  countesses,  baron- 
esses, marchionesses,  princesses.)  Yes,  they  all 
pass  by  us,  according  to  their  date  of  service,  in 
the  orchestra.  The  procession  is  immensely  long 
and  consists  entirely  of  ladies.  All  these  talk  at 
once,  prate  and  babble,  shriek  and  gesticulate,  so 
that  one  knows  not  whom  one  hears.  Conclusion. 
The  reading  is  over  and  Leporello  is  moved  to 
append  some  proverbs  and  maxims,  taken  from 
the  moral  law  book,  whose  practical  application 
he  has  taught  in  the  extracts.  We  pass  from 
allegro  to  andante,  and  from  declamation  to  mel- 
ody. There  lies  so  much  plausibility  and  wisdom 
in  the  aphorisms  of  Don  Juan,  that  the  orchestra 
thinks  it  cannot  make  its  consent  distinctly  enough 
understood.  The  instruments  are  emulous  with 
one  another,  as  to  which  shall  strengthen  the  voice 
part  with  the  heartiest  good  will,  or  repeat  it  with 
most  edification,  or  give  it  weight  by  the  most 
convincing  commentaries.  Especially  are  we  de- 
tained before  the  images  of  the  grande  maeslosa 
and  the  piccina,  after  whom  comes  the  vecchia. 
We  see  what  it  costs,  to  want  to  be  young  at  six- 
ty ;  her  foot  slips,  and  the  foolish  old  helle  falls, 
she  and  her  peruke,  over  an  abrupt  cadence  in 
B  flat  major.  The  bassoon,  sympathizing  with 
her,  offers  her  his  arm  and  leads  her,  whispering 
in  her  ear  at  the  same  time  some  very  significant 
words  about  the  necessity  of  making  her  will.  I 
have  done,  Madam.  Since  you  now  know  all, 
you  must  be  perfectly  consoled.  I  wish  you  a 
very  pleasant  day.  The  "  Catalogue  song"  is  the 
most  perfect  model  of  the  buffo  style,  as  the  Ital- 
ians themselves  admit,  who  are  the  most  natural 
and  competent  judges  in  this  matter,  since  the 
buffo  style  is  almost  ingrown  with  their  language. 
Zeklina. 

Attention  !  here  come  a  brave  and  merry  throng 
of  people.  In  G  major,  and  in  six-eight  time. 
Hurra  for  a  country  wedding  !  This  is  no  eclogue 
nor  idyll ;  it  is  Masetto  accompanied  by  his  friends, 
a  troop  of  peasants,  men  and  women,  in  their 
Sunday  clothes  and  faces,  dancing  and  singing  ; 
a  very  jovial  choir,  and  yet  a  kind  of  joviality 
which  you  like  to  witness  as  a  whole  and  in  per- 
spective, like  the  herds  in  a  landscape.  It  is  al- 
together a  people's  song,  which  sounds  more  plea- 
sant in  the  distance,  than  when  you  are  near. 
The  little  duet  of  the  bridal  couple  is  framed  with 
good  effect  in  the  noisy  unisono  of  the  Tutti :  Tra 
la  la  !  tra  la  la  ! 

But  in  the  midst  of  this  quite  rustic  choir  is 
found  a  person,  who  will  sing  other  tones  ere  long. 
This  is  the  bride,  Zerlina,  with  whom  Mozart 
seems  to  have  fallen  as  much  in  love,  as  Pygma- 
lion with  his  statue.  Must  it  not  have  occurred 
to  many  of  my  readers,  to  have  discovered  at  some 
rural  festival,  amid  a  group  of  peasant  girls,  one 
form  to  which  all  the  others  only  served  as  foil 
and  setting  ;  one  of  those  forms  not  easily  for- 
gotten, when  you  have  seen  it  once  ?  Without 
doubt  then  every  one  has  said,  that  here  was  a 
mistake  of  fortune,  and  that  this  must  be  a  prin- 
cess in  disguise.  Unquestionably  she  must  have 
soul,  mind,  character  and  aspirations.     Always  to 


have  to  remain  a  peasant,  must  be  terrible  for 
her.  Yet  one  might  offer  a  high  wager,  that  a 
closer  acquaintance  with  this  idol  would  have 
disturbed  these  fair  presumptions  ;  and  it  is  just 
here  that  Zerlina  distinguishes  herself  from  the 
generality  of  peasant  girls,  who  outwardly  resem- 
ble her.  Zerlina  is  precisely  that  which  you 
would  have  her  to  be.  She  possesses  soul,  mind 
and  much  vanity.  With  a  look  Giovanni  has 
divined  all  this.  Shall  such  a  beauty  be  suffered 
to  become  the  wife  of  such  a  country  lout  ?  — 
How  can  he,  the  noble  cavalier,  permit  that  ?  Do 
not  think  long,  my  fair  one,  it  is  only  to  change 
your  suitor.  Giovanni  for  Masetto,  the  change 
seems  worth  accepting. 

Still  she  wavers,  and  since  the  situation  is  ripe 
for  music,  here  begins  the  precious  duettina. — 
Many  lovers  of  music  find  the  allegro  of  La  ci 
darem  somewhat  trivial,  and  far  from  correspond- 
ing to  the  andante.  We  too  are  of  their  opinion, 
but  before  we  turn  the  observation  into  a  fault- 
finding, we  will  first  see  whether  the  composer 
had  not  some  good  ground  for  letting  a  quite  ordi- 
nary melody  follow  a  song  of  the  first  rank.  In- 
nocence in  conflict  with  seduction,  and  in  this 
growing  ever  weaker,  is,  if  not  precisely  a  very 
edifying,  at  least  a  very  musical  image.  To  make 
it  true,  the  seduction  had  to  be  felt  in  the  souls  of 
the  spectators  as  soon  as  it  penetrated  the  soul  of 
Zerlina ;  the  moral  dignity  of  the  person  survived 
as  long  as  the  words  and  music  expressed  resist- 
ance ;  but  from  the  moment  that  Zerlina  says 
andiam  (let  us  go,)  she  is  fallen  as  low  as  any  one 
of  the  ladies  in  Leporello's  register ;  and  if  her 
name  does  not  swell  the  list,  she  may  thank  cir- 
cumstances which  are  independent  of  herself. 
Andiam,  andiam,  mio  bene,  a  ristorar  le  pene 
d'un'  innocente  amor.  Innocente  is  good ;  the 
rest  too  is  not  bad.  To  give  a  seductive  melody 
to  such  words,  to  clothe  a  common-place  situation 
with  flattering  and  pleasing  features, — would  not 
this  have  been  as  much  as  to  make  oneself  an  ac- 
complice in  the  licentiousness  of  the  principal 
person,  and  so  to  say,  embellish  vice  ?  Against 
that  Mozart  wisely  guarded  himself.  The  mel- 
ody of  his  Allegro  expresses  nothing  but  a  ple- 
beian intoxication ;  he  shows  us  the  head  of 
a  poor  peasant  girl  entirely  turned  at  the  sight  of 
a  handsome  cavalier,  richly  decorated  with  gold 
and  feathers,  and  at  the  thought  of  fine  clothes, 
jewels,  carriages  and  horses.  She  sees  herself 
already  at  the  ball.  Listen  to  the  unquiet  pizzi- 
cato, where  the  modulation  inclines  to  the  key  of 
the  Fourth  and  then  comes  back  to  the  Tonic, 
like  a  skilful  dancer,  gracefully  balancing  before 
his  lady.  Rossini  would  not  have  done  it  better, 
but  Mozart  did  not  stop  there.  In  the  midst  of 
a  flowing  and  most  natural  melody,  which  moves 
upon  a  droning,  bag-pipe  sort  of  bass,  he  has  in- 
sinuated a  chromatic  pEissage,  the  efl'sct  of  which 
is  as  remarkable  as  the  design  seems  deeply 
considered.  (Seventh  and  eight  measures  of  the 
Allegro.)  Is  not  this  harmonious  complication, 
lasting  but  a  moment,  a  sign  by  which  the  musi- 
cian meant  to  indicate  to  us  all  that  there  is  dan- 
gerous and  critical  m  this  situation,  leading  by  a 
flowery  path  directly  to  the  precipice  ?  The  Al- 
legro of  La  ci  darem,  then,  is  unquestionably  the 
weakest  piece  in  the  opera,  and  a  masterpiece  of 
truth,  of  trivial  and  very  suggestive  music,  as 
long  as  the  text  is  only  frivolous. 

But  the  unavoidable  Elvira  snatches  the  dove 
from  the  talons  of  the  hawk,  and  opens  the  eyes 
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of  the  youDg  peasant  to  the  danger  that  threatens 
her. 

A  Piece  Commonly  Omitted. 
Few  of  my  readers  probably  have  heard  upon 
the  stage  the  musical  sermon,  which  :he  forsaken 
lady  addresses  to  the  inveigled  girl ;  I  mean  the 
aria :  Fuggi  il  Traditor',  (Flee  the  betrayer,)  to 
■which  we  cannot  deny  indeed  the  merit  of  a  beau- 
tiful work,  but  which  is  always  omitted  in  the  rep- 
resentation. And  it  is  well  that  it  is  so.  It  minht 
be  interesting  to  know  why  Mozart  saw  fit  to 
insert  in  a  score  like  "  Don  Giovanni"  an  aria  in 
imitation  of  Handel,  and  so  greatly  distinguished 
from  all  the  others  by  the  antiquated  forms  of  the 
song  and  the  accompaniment,  by  the  omission  of 
wind  instruments,  and  by  its  dramatic  expression  ; 
a  piece,  in  which  you  find  properly  nothing  but 
an  admirably  wrought  study  of  counterpoint  upon 
words  taken  at  random.  Was  it  fancy,  whim,  or 
ill-timed  reverence  for  Handel,  that  induced 
Mozart  to  imitate  the  church  choruses,  nowhere 
else  his  models  for  theatrical  arias  ?  Perhaps  we 
might  answer  this  question  by  another  and  ask, 
why  after  the  scene  of  the  apparition  in  the  last 
finale, — a  scene,  for  which  the  word  sublime 
seems  much  too  weak, — we  find  a  duet  of  the  gen- 
uine old-Italian  cut,  in  which  Ottavio  and  Donna 
Anna  coo  in  Thirds  and  Fifths :  Or  che  tuUi,  O 
mio  tesoro  ?  Might  we  not  take  this  for  a  favorite 
composition  (of  fifty  years  ago)  by  Guglielmi, 
PicciNi,  Sacchini,  or  Paisiello  ?  In  fact,  no- 
thing could  be  more  like  a  joke,  a  mystification. 
But  if  perchance  our  hero  had  conceived  the  pur- 
pose, in  case  the  piece  should  be  produced  in 
other  places  besides  Prague,  of  mystifying  his 
hearers ;  if  Mozart,  wounded  through  the  igno- 
rance of  his  contemporaries,  in  his  self-love,  in 
his  convictions  and  in  his  pecuniary  interests,  had 
called  out  to  posterity :  '■  Ye  judges,  whom  I  shall 
not  see,  here  on  the  one  side  is  the  great  Handel, 
my  master  in  the  church  style,  but  who  undoubt- 
edly would  have  done  better  to  have  modelled 
his  dramatic  style  after  Gluck,  instead  of  com- 
paring Gluck  to  his  cook  ;  on  the  other  side,  ye 
see  my  rivals,  all  of  whom  are  far  preferred 
to  me  at  present.  Hear  the  English-German  aria 
and  the  Italian  duet ;  so  wrought  the  most  skilful 
and  most  famous  ones  before  me.  Then  hear  the 
remainder  of  the  opera,  which  is  by  your  obedient 
servant.  Judge  and  then  declare  yourselves. 
After  the  judgment  has  been  passed  and  the  com- 
parison has  become  unnecessary,  you  may  leave 
out  the  aria  and  duet,  which  have  served  you  for 
the  comparison." 

The  Quartet. 
The  day  has  begun  badly  for  Don  Juan,  and  it 
goes  on  in  the  same  fashion.  Anna  and  Ottavio 
appear,  and  beg  him  to  assist  them  in  discovering 
the  murderer  of  the  Commendatore ;  Elvira  too 
comes  back  and  accuses  him,  not  indeed  of  mur- 
der, for  of  that  she  knows  nothing,  but  of  beinif 
the  faithless  betrayer  of  the  whole  fair  sex,  which 
is  a  much  severer  charge.  Giovanni,  at  a  loss 
how  he  shall  get  rid  of  this  Nemesis  in  hat  and 
feathers,  who  cleaves  to  his  heels  like  his  incar- 
nate evil  star,  and  holds  up  his  crime  before  him, 
as  if  she  were  his  surviving  conscience,  has  the 
audacity  to  declare  that  she  is  deranged.  He  gets 
provoked;  and  yet  he  is  obliged  to  feign  pity. 
Anna  and  Ottavio  are  divided  between  doubt 
and  the  lively  interest  inspired  by  this  unknown 
lady.     This  furnishes  the  material  for  a  Quartet, 


the  like  of  which,  whether  in  the  working  up  or 
the  expression,  we  should  seek  in  vain ;  one  of 
those  scenes  which  every  one  of  us  may  have 
witnessed  in  the  actual  world,  where  one  of  the 
parties,  carried  away  by  passion,  has  thrown  oflT 
the  mask  of  conventionality,  while  the  others, 
embarrassed  or  excited,  strive  to  keep  it  on. — 
Elvira  plays  in  this  the  first  part,  because  she 
alone  shows  herself  just  what  she  is.  The  melo- 
dies of  Elvira  are  always  softer  than  her  words : 
Nbn  fi  fidar,  0  misera,  di  quel  rihaldo  cor.  Mi 
gia  tradi  quel  barbaro,  te  vuul  tradir  ancor. — 
(Trust  not,  O  happy  lady,  this  ribald  heart.  Me 
has  the  barbarian  already  betrayed,  he  wants  to 
betray  thee  also.)  The  clause  contained  in  the 
two  last  measures  of  this  solo,  te  vuol  tradir  ancor, 
is  the  principal  motiv,  which  must  chiefly  engage 
the  imagination  and  the  ear.  It  becomes  the 
obligato  termination  of  other  and  very  different 
verbal  clauses  ;  and  since  the  orchestra  repeats  it 
every  time,  new  songs  begin  at  this  repetition, 
which  thus  serves  for  melody  and  accompaniment, 
for  the  end  and  the  connexion  of  the  different 
voices  of  the  Quartet. 

The  musical  resources  which  the  composer  has 
employed  and  combined  here,  are  as  many  and  as 
various  as  the  dehcate  shades  of  feeling  implied 
in  the  mutual  position  of  the  persons.  Swift 
stirrings  of  passion  in  Elvira;  fond  interest,  mingled 
with  reserve,  in  Ottavio  and  Anna  ;  roguish  and 
half  comic  audacity  in  Don  Juan's  appeals  to 
them  both,  and  poorly  suppressed  rage  in  his  whis- 
perings to  Elvira;  all  these  special  lelations  Mo- 
zart understood  how  to  express  most  clearly ; 
all  these  contrasts  he  has  wonderfully  united  in 
this  concerted  piece.  Here  reign  at  once  thfe 
most  expressive  melody  and  the  most  speaking 
declamation  ;  a  modulation,  stamping  upon  every 
clause  the  seal  of  the  person  who  utters  it ;  an 
ever  alternating  and  ever  descriptive  and  direct 
cooperation  of  the  instruments.  Here  you  find 
scarcely  one  of  those  parallel  sequences,  which  so 
delight  the  ordinary  amateurs,  but  on  the  contrary 
a  counterpoint  full  of  energy  and  grace,  sentences 
of  different  length,  different  design,  different 
rhythm,  all  so  interwoven,  that  they  are  a  wonder 
both  to  eye  and  ear ;  four  voices,  which  move 
with  perfect  freedom  and  perfect  equality  and  yet 
preserve  the  most  harmonious  consistency  that 
ever  was.  What  a  pity  that  such  a  problem 
can  only  be  solved  in  Music  !  Mozart  meant, 
that  in  the  opera  of  operas  all  should  be  in  the 
highest  degree  original  and  full  of  alternation. 
All,  even  to  the  form  of  the  cadences  and  termin- 
ations of  the  pieces.  So  ends  the  Quartet  with 
the  motive  clause  of  the  begmning.  The  flute 
and  clarinet  impress  it  once  more  pianissimo  upon 
the  ear,  by  two  chords  played  pizzicato.  Te  vuol 
tradir  ancor.  Heed  well  Elvira's  counsel ;  she 
gives  it  to  you  at  her  bitter  cost. 

[To  be  continued.] 


For  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 

American  Opera. 

[Concluded  from  laat  weelc.] 
We  have  already  inquired  where  the  incep- 
tion should  be  sought  for,  in  the  creation  of  Amer- 
ican Opera.  To  lay  the  groundwork  of  a  popu- 
lar and  comprehensible  operatic  composition,  the 
unrefined  amateur  might  be  allured  by  national 
tradition,  told  in  heroic  verse,  and  in  the  simplest 
musical  style.  We  think  this  should  be  the  intro- 
duction to  the  institution  of  Opera  among  us,  and 


that  the  lower  grade  of  musical  representation 
would  be  the  most  effective  mode  of  creating  new 
wants,  and,  finally  lead  to  higher  refinements.* 
It  is  rather  anomalous  that  the  most  polished 
works,  or  compositions  growing  out  of  the  intel- 
lectual wants  of  old  musical  nations,  to  whom  the 
art  is  a  needful  sustenance  of  life,  should  be  in- 
troduced among  us  with  a  view  of  being  under- 
stood and  appreciated,  as  they  are  in  the  countries 
that  gave  them  birth. 

To  the  inadequacy  of  composition  to  the  real 
wants  of  the  people,  therefore,  much  of  the  ill 
success  of  Opera  must  b,e  attributed,  and  the  only 
remedy  would  be  an  inception  of  an  humble 
grade,  whence  we  might  expect  to  rise  up  to  the 
highest  scale  of  musical  thought,  by  that  devious, 
but  invariably  progressive,  path,  along  which 
Wisdom  and  Art  delight  to  lead  their  followers. 
Another  great  impediment  to  the  promotion  of 
the  cause  in  question  has  hitherto  been  the  inac- 
cessibility of  the  Opera  to  that  portion  of  society, 
among  whom  the  seeds  of  an  early  culture  should 
be  sown  in  our  nation's  history,  and  from  whom 
we  shall  probably  have  the  most  to  expect  in  future, 
as  regards  a  general  literary  and  artistic  refine- 
ment. In  other  words,  the  Opera  has  been  too 
expensive  an  amusement  to  become  generally 
popular.  Within  late  years  it  has  been  sustained 
by  the  great  American  predilection  for  sight- 
seeing, more  than  by  any  other  means. 

It  would  seem  as  if  our  funds,  instead  of  being 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  Art,  were  lavished  upon 
the  individuals  who  constitute  its  glory  and  thus 
become  objects  of  wonder.  We  have  no  doubts 
as  to  the  justice  of  showering  honors  on  the  heads 
of  artists  of  foreign  birth,  who  have  kindly  visited 
us  and  shown  us  the  perfection  of  musical  skill 
and  all  the  wonders  of  the  divine  Art,  yet,  in  as 
far  as  it  cripples  the  means  of  a  musical  patron- 
age, the  expensive  system  of  importation  should 
receive  a  check. 

Fortunately,  a  large  portion  of  this  patronage 
is  not  received  at  the  hands  of  true  dilettanteeism, 
but  is  that  common  American  tribute,  paid  to  the 
miraculous  and  far-famed. 

As  a  point  of  nationality,  our  whole  people  are 
imbued  with  musical  instincts,  and  we  think  a 
musical  elementary  education  is  also  wanting  to 
produce  manifestations,  such  as  we  see  among  the 
great  trio  of  musical  Europe,  Italy,  France  and 
Germany.  The  very  circumstance  of  its  being 
regarded  as  an  indispensable  companion  to  ar- 
tificial accomplishments,  and  the  large  scale  upon 
which  it  is  cultivated,  would  seem  to  convince  us 
that,  if  given  a  different  direction,  and  regarded 
not  as  a  mere  accomplishment,  but  made  a  portion 
of  mental  e.xercise  and  incorporated  in  a  classical 
educational  system,results  would  flow  from  it  quite 
different  from  those  we  see.  To  such  as  waste 
their  whole  existence  amid  the  cold  realities  of  a 
material  life,  it  seems  altogether  inexplicable  that 
the  outward  structure  of  music  should  have  an  in- 
terior. 

It  would  'seem  problematical  whether  men 
could  invest  their  whole  mental  action  and  intel- 
lectual capacity  in  the  study  and  delineation  of 
tone-thoughts,  write  and  discourse  on  these  sub- 
jects through  a  whole  life,  which,  to  their  compre- 
hension, are  but  the  product  of  fancy  and  idle 
gaiety. 

Proceeding   from  the  songs  of  the  people   to 

operatic  melody,  and  from  that  to  chamber  music 

*  We  have  our  doubts  about  it. — Ed. 
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Tve  see  exhibited,  in  its  different  grades,  the  pro- 
gress of  a  musical  culture,  from  the  lowest  to  the 
hiffhest  form.  In  the  first  stage  we  find  the  ele- 
mentary, or  tact-music,  constituting,  in  common 
with  the  ballet,  the  externality  of  song; — in  the 
second  the  spirituality  of  tone,  clothed  in  sensual 
forms ; — and  in  the  last,  we  are  led  into  the  ab- 
stract, or  interior  of  the  Art,  where  the  highest 
and  purest  spiritual  enjoyment  lies  concentrated, 
and  where,  to  use  the  language  of  Schilling  on 
Beethoven,  "  the  sphere  is  so  great  and  so  endless, 
that  we  shall  only  be  able  to  comprehend  it,  when, 
in  some  blissful  moment,  we  shall  awaken  to  the 
realization  of  long  cherish%d  hopes  and  behold  the 
unseen  Eden." 

This  high  perfection  which  the  pursuits  of  Art 
impart  to  education  in  Europe  presents  a  striking 
contrast  to  American  culture,  viewed  in  its  na- 
tional features.  The  study  of  Art  is  there  found 
to  lay  open  to  the  mind  a  world  of  abstraction 
and  of  hidden  beauty,  such  as  the  materialism 
which  here  surrounds  us  shuts  out  from  view. 
To  enter  this  world  of  tone,  color  and  ideal  form, 
is  the  work  of  a  progressive  education,  and  no 
more  valuable  service  could  be  done  to  American 
youth  than  that  of  imbuing  them,  in  the  spring- 
time of  life,  with  the  first  principles  of  these 
arts. 

Our  actual  musical  history  has  a  retrospect  of  a 
little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  too  short 
a  space  of  time  to  become  prolific  of  any  noted 
achievement  in  the  domain  of  a  species  of  poesy, 
which  looks  for  its  sustenance  to  all  the  most  deli- 
cate and  susceptible  elements  of  a  cultivated  im- 
agination. 

The  large  foreign  accession  to  our  population 
will,  undoubtedly,  do  much  to  characterize  and 
direct  the  taste  of  this  country,  and  will  show  that 
we  are  not  a  pure  Anglo-Saxon  race,  in  regard 
to  our  musical  instincts,  but  partake  of  the  depth, 
the  passion  and  fervor  of  Germany,  France  and 
Italy.  J.  H. 
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From  BEBLIM'. 

Jan.  9. — The  other  evening  quite  a  number  of 
us  went  to  the  Sing-Akademie  to  hear  "  Samson." 
A  good  old  gentleman,  Vifho  has  had  a  great  deal 
to  do  with  music  in  his  day,  has  edited  a  musical 
periodical  and  made  a  really  fine  collection  of  old 
works — one  we  ought  to  get  hold  of  in  America — 
could  hardly  believe  the  history  of  that  oratorio 
in   Boston. 

The  earliest  performance  of  it  in  this  city  that 
I  find  was  on  the  13th  Nov.,  182S,  by  the  Sing- 
Akademie.  Between  that  date  and  the  end  of 
1S42,  that  society  gave  it  three  times.  Whether 
it  was  given  during  the  next  six  years  I  do  not 
know,  but  I  heard  it  here  in  the  winter  of  1849-50, 
and  it  has  not  been  given  since  until  now.  The 
Society  gives  but  four  regular  concerts  annually 
in  its  hall,  and  perhaps  as  many  for  charitable 
purposes  during  the  year  in  the  Garrison  church 
and  even  these  seem  to  have  not  much  attraction 
for  the  public  generally.  Those  at  the  church, 
being  at  the  price  of  2.'5  cents  of  our  money,  do 
better  than  the  others,  at  which  as  I  have  before 
written,  a  hall  with  but  some  600  seats  is  always 
far  from  bring  full.  One  would  think  that  as 
"  Samson's"  powers  are  so  seldom  put  to  test,  he 
mi^'hl  draw — but  three  hundred  was  a  high  esti- 
mate for  the  audience,  all  told 

How  the  Akademie  sings  I  need  not  say.  As 
at   the   performance    of    Cherubini's   Requiem,    I 


found  the  soprano  and  tenor  much  better  than 
oiirs  at  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society  (last 
winter),  the  bass  and  alto  feebler.  But  such  glo- 
rious precision,  such  unequalled  light  and  shade, 
crescendos  and  diminuendos,  fortes  and  pianos — it 
does  one's  heart  good  ! 

Everybody,  I  suppose,  knows  that,  owing  to  the 
great  length  of  the  oratorio  in  question,  more  or 
less  is  always  omitted  at  its  performance,  and  it  is 
a  matter  of  some  delicacy  to  make  the  "cutting 
out"  so  as  not  to  injure  the  general  effect  too 
much.  In  the  work  as  given  in  Boston  there  are 
some  barbarisms  of  this  sort— giving  half  of  an 
air,  for  instance,  and  cutting  out  parts  of  passages, 
which  can  only  have  the  effect  intended  by  Han- 
del in  their  integrity — but  the  "Samson"  of  the 
Berlin  Sing-Akademie  is  wor^e  in  this  respect 
than  I  ever  dreamed  possible  among  people  who 
make  any  pretention  to  musical  taste.  Upon 
hearing  it,  its  want  of  attraction  to  the  public  re- 
quired no  farther  explanation,  for  a  more  melan- 
choly, lugubrious  succession  of  compositions  can 
hardly  be  conceived.  Handel's  instinct  of  the 
true  method  of  producing  the  effects  he  wished, 
led  him  in  all  cases  to  exhibit  the  proper  contrasts 
in  the  character  of  the  s«ccessive  numbers.  This 
of  course  should  he  most  carefully  kept  in  mind 
in  the  process  of  abridgement,  and  with  us  it  has 
been  so  to  a  very  good  degree  ;  hut  here — I  will 
now  merely  mention  that  the  entire  part  of  Hara- 
pha  with  all  that  belonged  to  it  was  omitted ! 

It  is  a  very  common  remark  in  German  writings 
upon  musical  history  that  the  English  are  indebted 
to  Handel  for  their  music  ;  but  every  one  who 
makes  the  remark,  at  the  same  time  makes  him- 
self out  an  ass.  I  have  studied  English  musical 
history  to  very  little  advantage,  if  Handel  did  not 
owe  as  much — that  is  as  a  composer  of  English 
.oratorios — to  our  English  ancesters,  as  the  English 
since  his  day  have  owed  to  him.  As  we  had  a 
Shakspeare,  Spenser,  Bacon  and  Milton,  before 
our  friends  here  had  a  Lessing,  Wieland,  Goethe 
and  Schiller,  so  we  had  Purcell,  and  a  long  list  of 
nobie  national  musicians  before  Handel  ever  vis- 
ited London.  After  his  style  of  opera  became  an- 
tiquated, he  struck  into  a  truly  English  national 
vein  as  a  composer  of  oratorios.  This  is  the 
reason,  I  take  it,  why  in  the  few  performances  of 
Handel's  music,  which  I  have  heard  in  Germany 
I  have  been  sadly  disappointed.  Here  they  have 
not  the  traditions,  nor  can  they  (or  toill  they  not?) 
sieze  upon  the  peculiar  Englisk-ness  of  those 
works.  I  believe  that  English  critics  generally 
find  fault  with  the  performances  of  Handel  upon 
the  continent ;  doubtless  with  reason.  Dependent 
as  we  formerly  were  upon  England  for  our  con- 
ductors and  leading  men  in  musical  matters,  we 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  learn  to  know  Han- 
del as  he  should  he  known.  We  feel  and  under- 
stand the  spirit  of  his  music,  and  one  of  the  facts 
for  which  Boston  may  be  proudest  is,  that  next  to 
Beethoven,  she  admires  and  loves  noble  old  Han- 
del Poor  Grell,  the- conductor  at  the  Sing- 
Akademie,  and  LiEBiG,  whose  orchestra  furnished 
the  accompaniments,  were  both  in  a  distressing 
situation  when  they  came  to  the  final  rehearsal, 
for  there  is  no  organ  in  the  hall,  and  the  additional 
parts,  by  whomsoever  manufactured,  are  about  as 
effective  as  some  of  the  arrangements  from  operas 
which  I  have  heard  played  (?)  by  our  Yankee 
country  bands.  I  should  not  like  to  be  near 
Westminster  Abbey  at  a  performance  of  this 
"  Samson."  That  statue  of  the  composer  might 
come  in  with  as  frightful  a  tramp  as  the  stone 
guest  in  "Don  Juan."  Well,  I  must  hasten  on. 
So  imagine  some  three  hundred  persons  assembled 
to  hear  two  hundred  and  fifty  others,  and  that  Mr. 
Director  Grell  rises  and  gives  the  time  for  the 
overture.     Pomposo,  Handel  has  written  over  the 


first  movement.  Why,  Mr.  Grell,  you  have  taken 
up  that  at  least  a  quarter  too  fast,  and  the  pom- 
pous grandeur  of  the  music  is  entirely  lost.  More- 
over I  do  not  understand  how  you  have  made  it  so 
short.  Have  you  not  omitted  a  repeat  or  two  ? 
As  for  the  fugue  you  have  taken  that  as  much  too 
slow  as  the  other  was  too  fast,  and  the  grand  con- 
trast intended  by  the  composer  is  quite  lost.  Now 
for  that  delicious  Minuetto,  which  ranks  amopg 
my  favorite  pieces  of  instrumental  music.  Indeed 
it  is  a  wonder  to  me  that  this  overture  is  never 
played  at  concerts.  I  think  it,  though  old  in  form, 
a  most  splendid  work. 

But  the  Minuetto  ?  That  is  omitted .' 
The  performance  was  divided  into  three  parts. 
Not  to  particularize  the  various  omissions, 
we  come  to  that  most  pathetic  of  all  music, 
the  air  "Ye  sons  of  Israel  now  lament,"  and  the 
chorus  "  Weep,  Israel,  weep,"  followed  by  the 
dead  march  from  Saul.  I  hope  I  shall  never  again 
have  occasion  to  feel  as  I  felt  at  this  moment ;  the 
chorus  had  gone  exquisitely  and  every  nerve  was 
quivering  with  excitement.  You  remember  the 
magnificent,  soul  thrilling  crescendo,  "  Weep  a 
louder  strain — Samson  your  strength."  This  was 
given  with  a  perfection  that  nothing  but  the  prac- 
tice of  years  can  compass,  and  how  to  let  the  au-' 
dience  down  from  the  pitch  to  which  their  feelings 
were  raised  was  a  question  for  Handel  to  solve. 
He  had  solved  it,  had  the  director  known  how  his 
music  should  be  performed.  Imagine  your  poor 
correspondent,  whom  the  gods  have  not  made  over 
and  above  patient  under  affliction,  to  whom  the 
Dead  March  in  Saul  has  been  familiar  from  his 
earliest  childhood,  as  one  of  the  most  majestically 
dignified  compositions  ever  inspired,  and  who  was 
too  excited  to  sit  still  by  the  grandeur  of  the  cli- 
max which  had  been  scaled — imagine  him  at  the 
moment  when  Mr.  Director  Grell  gave  the  time, 
and  the  orchestra  "  struck  up  " — not  quite  a  quick 
step,  but  so  near  it  that  the  sublime  "  Unveil  thy 
bosom,  faithful  tomb,"  was  instantly  changed  into 
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Turn,  turn,  turn,  turn  tweedte  deedle  dum  torn  turn. 


That  was  casting  the  wettest  of  blankets  on  the 
rest  of  the  performance,  for  me.  Still  I  had  musi- 
cal sense  enough  to  feel  the  exquisite  beauty  of  a 
scene  that  in  Boston  has  always  been  omitted, 
consisting  of  the  recitative,  Micah,  "The  body 
comes,"  and  including  choruses  of  youths  and 
virgins,  "Bring  laurels,"  &c.  The  performance 
closed  with  Manoah's  recitative,  "  Come,  come  no 
time,"  and  (omitting  "  Let  the  bright  Seraphim  !") 
the  chorus  "  Let  their  celestial  concerts." 

Though  the  oratorio  was  cut  down  into  such  small 
proportions,  the  audience  was  evidently  weary 
before  it  closed,  at  which  no  one  familiar  with  this 
music  will  wonder  when  he  notices  how  very  little 
was  retained  of  the  music  in  the  major  mode.  I 
felt  the  continuous  succession  of  minors  growing 
almost  tedious  to  myself,  who  had  the  advantage 
of  knowing  the  music  familiarly — it  could  not  be 
otherwise  to  those  to  whom  it  viras  strange. 

A.  w.  T. 
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Concerts. 
Now  that  the  Opera,  whose  syren  strains  have, 
as  it  were,  held  our  musical  world  breathless  for 
a  month,  is  leaving  us,  we  may  congratulate  the 
real  lovers  of  music  for  iii-jsic's  sake,  upon  the 
comfort  of  returning  once  more  to  the  plain,  sub- 
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stantial  fare  which  is  "  sweet  to  the  mouth  and 
not  bitter  in  the  stomach."  Opera,  with  all  its  in- 
toxicating charms,  and  all  its  higher  inspirations, 
especially  when  it  has  great  artists  like  Grisi  for 
its  ministers  and  mouthpieces,  j'et  works,  it  must 
be  confessed,  some  incidental  evil  to  the  cause  of 
deep,  true  and  abiding  musical  culture.  Its  ex- 
citements for  the  time  being  paralyze  cheaper 
and  wholesomer  attractions.  Nobody  dares  to 
give  a  concert,  relyinj  on  the  intrinsic  charm  of 
the  finest  masterworks  of  music ;  and  only  the 
few  care  to  go  to  one  while  this  fever  lasts.  But 
this  we  trust  is  only  a  momentary  effect  of  the 
opera;  it  will  promote  the  love  of  music  in  the 
end,  while  what  of  it  is  mere  fashion  and  mere 
fever  must  have  its  run  and  pass  away.  Next 
week  we  breathe  again,  and  now  we  trust  the 
musical  pulse  will  so  far  resume  its  regular  and 
quiet  beat  that  people  will  enjoy  concerts  of  good 
music,  that  symphonies  and  overtures  and  orato- 
rios and  chamber  music  will  have  a  chance  ;  and 
that  those  societies  and  clubs  of  artists  who  have 
put  their  energies  and  chances  of  livelihood  into 
well  organized  plans  for  affording  us  permanent 
supplies  of  such,  will  again  meet  that  public  atten- 
tion and  encouragement  upon  which  the  concert 
history  of  Boston  for  some  years  past  has  taught 
them  to  rely. 

We  beg  to  remind  our  music-lovers  therefore 
of  the  existence  of  these  excellent  societies  and  of 
their  readiness  to  serve.  If  they  can  pay  two 
dollars  three  or  four  times  a  week  for  opera,  they 
certainly  will  have  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  name 
of  musical  taste  if  they  cannot  afford  the  quarter 
or  the  eighth  part  of  that  sum  once  or  twice  a 
week  for  sympl)onies  of  Beethoven,  oratorios  of 
Mendelssohn  and  Handel,  &c.,  &c. 

I.  First  of  all,  we  are  happy  to  announce  that 
the  long  deferred  Musical  Fund  concert  will 
take  place  next  Saturday  evening,  when  the  new 
cantata  of  our  townsman,  Mr.  Perkins,  will  be 
performed,  with  orchestra,  and  voices  by  the 
Handel  and  Haydn  Society  ;  as  also  a  sym- 
phony of  Haydn,  and  one  of  the  best  overtures. 
Let  the  Music  Hall  be  filled  this  time ! 

II.  The  Orchestral  Union,  under  Carl 
Zerhahn,  continue  their  concerts  every  Wed- 
nesday afternoon  in  the  Music  Hall,  with  audi- 
ences, we  are  happy  to  say,  improving,  but  by  no 
means  ec[ual  to  the  deserts  of  the  orchestra, 
which  is  as  good  an<l  as  large  as  the  old  Germa- 
NIA.  The  symphony  for  the  two  last  times  has 
been  the  No.  8  of  Beethoven,  in  F ;  one  of  his 
less  exciting,  but  most  exquisitely  delicate  and 
imaginative  creations,  more  in  analogy  with  the 
Pastorate  and  the  No.  4,  than  with  the  others, 
and  full  of  the  finest  and  most  masterly  touches 
of  his  art.  It  was  admirably  played ;  the  alle- 
gretto, often  as  we  had  heard  it  from  Jullien 
and  others,  seemed  to  come  out  more  pure  and 
perfect  than  ever.  The  third  of  the  three  intro- 
ductory symphonies  to  the  three  parts  of  Mendels- 
sohn's Cantata  "  Hymn  of  Praise,"  was  the  next 
best  feature,  and  the  holy,  quiet  element  it 
breathed  was  truly  welcome  after  the  noisy,  revo- 
lutionary, effect  overture  to  Robespierre  by  Li- 
TOLPr,  which  however  is  worked  up  with  great 
power  and  has  a  leading  allegro  theme  that  re- 
minds one  strongly  of  the  theme  in  Beetho- 
ven's Coriolanus  overture.  The  lighter  pieces, 
waltzes,  solos,  &c.,  are  always  good  of  their  kind. 


III.  The  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club 
announce  for  Tuesday  evening,  among  well- 
known  classical  good  things,  two  works  of  rare 
renown,  but  novelties  to  Boston ;  viz.  a  string 
Quartet  by  that  great  master  Cherubini,  and 
one  of  the  divine  songs  of  Marcello,  to  be  sung 
by  Mr.  Arthurson. 

The  si.xth  concert  (last  week)  was  particularly 
good.  Four  well  contrasted  pieces  made  the  pro- 
gramme. Beethoven's  Quartet  No.  7,  in  F,  (op. 
59,  and  first  of  the  remarkable  "  Rasoumowsky" 
set  of  three,)  one  of  the  most  difficult  and  ori- 
ginal quartets  in  existence,  and  in  the  multitude 
and  boldness  of  its  ideas,  as  well  as  by  the  subtle 
refinement  of  its  rhythmical  divisions,  anticipating 
the  characteristies  of  his  latest  compositions,  was 
interpreted  with  wonderful  success, — far  more  so 
than  last  year, — and  seemed  to  rivet  the  attention 
of  the  audience.  An  Introduction  and  Polacca 
by  Chopin,  one  of  his  very  earliest  works,  bril- 
liant and  effective,  but  not  much  steeped  in  the 
essence  of  Chopinism,  as  afterwards  developed, 
was  finely  played  by  Messrs.  Parker,  piano, 
and  WuLF  Fries,  violoncello.  We  have  never 
enjoyed  Mr.  Ryan's  clarinet  so  much,  nor  the 
introduction  of  a  wind  instrument  in  stringed 
quartets  so  much,  as  this  time  in  the  Quintet  in  A, 
by  Mozart.  It  is  an  exquisite  composition,  full 
of  the  purest  melody  and  feeling,  as  well  as  con- 
trapuntal learning,  of  that  inspired  musician. 
The  great  piano  Quintet  of  Schumann  was 
played  by  Mr.  Parker  with  the  string  quartet, 
and  renewed  the  deep  and  strong  impression 
which  it  made  here  in  the  two  past  winters. 


Italian  Opera. 

The  season,  which  has  been  one  of  unprece- 
dented brilliancy,  and  which  has  extended  to  six- 
teen instead  of  the  si.x  representations  originally 
promised,  closes  with  the  repetition  of  Semi- 
ramide  this  afternoon.  The  audiences  have  still 
continued  very  large,  although  the  highest  tide- 
mark  of  enthusiasm  as  seen  in  crowded  houses, 
was  reached  some  time  since,  not  to  be  reached 
again. 

Our  last  week's  summary  left  off  with  the 
opera  (Don  Giovanni)  of  the  Monday  previous. 
Since  then  we  have  had  one  repetition  each  of  Lu- 
crezia  Borgia,  Don  Giovanni  and  /  Puritani,  and 
first  representations  of  Semiramide  and  La  Son- 
namhula.  Norma  again  last  night,  with  one  act 
of  Lucia,  and  Semiramide  to-day,  complete  the 
sum  of  Boston  opera-goers'  earthly  happiness  for 
one  while.  W6  did  not  hear  Lucrezia,  but  fearn 
that  it  far  exceeded  the  first  performance,  al- 
though that  to  us  seemed  very  great. 


Don  Giovanhi,  (second  time.) 
Mozart's  opera,  with  plenty  of  defects,  of  course, 
went  considerably  better  on  Friday  night.  The 
Donna  Elvira  had  at  all  events  learned  her  music, 
and  did  not  embarrass  the  concerted  pieces  as  be- 
fore, although  she  was  far  from  realizing  Mozart's 
Elvira.  The  Trio  :  Proteyga,  &c.,  was  more  suc- 
cessful for  this  reason.  Yet  it  was  much  better 
upon  repetition ;  this  Trio  is  one  of  those  pieces 
which  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  sing  properly  upon 
first  trial,  however  well  it  may  have  been  re- 
hearsed; justice  to  the  music  and  performers 
seems  to  demand  that  it  should  be  encored  sys- 
tematically, so  that  its  beauties  may  have  a  chance 
to  come  out  fair  and  whole  after  the  singers  have 


got  their  voices  well  attempered  thereto  by  one 
effort.  The  Quartet  too  and  Sextet  were  made 
more  appreciable ;  but  how  many  beauties,  how 
many  perfect  musical  ideas  rise  to  the  surface,  as 
it  were  incidently,  in  such  a  river  of  inexhaustible 
harmonies,  and  pass  you  in  an  instant,  giving 
place  to  new  ideas,  new  beauties,  so  that  to  most 
listeners  its  very  richness  makes  it  to  seem  dull 
and  empty.  Here  is  the  difference  between  a 
great  work  of  genius,  a  tone-poem  like  the  Don 
Giovanni,  and  the  popular  operas  of  the  day  (and 
let  us  be  careful  to  say  German,  French,  English, 
as  well  as  Italian  operas,)  in  which  everything 
is  calculated  for  effect,  however  momentary.  Lot 
a  Verdi,  or  a  Donizetti,  or  an  Auber,  or  a  Flo- 
tow,  be  blessed  with  one  of  these  fine  ideas,  and 
he  will  repeat  and  work  upon  it  for  a  half-hour, 
until  it  is  fairly  drummed  into  the  heads  of  his 
audience  and  leaves  the  habit  of  its  own  vibration 
in  the  idle  nerves.  The  art  of  making  a  little  go 
a  great  way  :  that  is  what  talent  cultivates,  and 
that  serves  it  better  than  genius  would  in  earn- 
ing present  popularity.  Still  both  audiences  for 
Don  Giovanni  were  very  large,  and  many  hun- 
dreds were  delighted  by  the  wondrous  music. 

Much  of  the  vocal  music  sounded  to  us  more 
distinct  than  before,  perhaps  because  our  seat  was 
very  near.  Still  the  trio  of  basses  in  the  first 
scene  failed  of  its  impression,  because  Susini's 
lowest  tones  lack  power,  and  because  the  Com- 
mendatore  was  incompetent.  Susini's  Leporello 
had  many  good  points,  but  lacked  the  unction  of 
the  part,  which  Sanquirico  possessed  somewhat  in 
spite  of  a  poor  voice  and  much  overdoing. 

A  nearer  exposure  of  the  stage  made  one  more 
'painfully  conscious  to  the  defects  of  Badiali's 
impersonation  of  Don  Juan ;  the  expression  of 
his  face  was  certainly  unfortunate  and  such  as  to 
suggest  or  justify  the  false  conception  entertained 
by  many  of  the  part.  Yet  to  deny  that  he  sang 
the  music  finely,  conscientiously,  would  be  to  de- 
ny his  identity.  Grisi's  great  scenes  made  a 
deeper  impression  than  before,  and  they  were 
truly  great ;  and  Mario's  singing  of  11  mio  te- 
soro  was  what  the  Germans  would  call  wunder- 
schon.  The  ball  scene  was  as  before.  We  only 
mention  it  to  say  that  it  was  pure  momentary 
forgetfulness  that  in  our  last  summary  cheated  us 
out  of  our  intention  of  paying  a  tribute  to  the 
truly  artistic,  intellectual  charm  of  Soto's  dancing 
in  the  stately  old  court  minuet  there  introduced, 
although  we  liked  not  the  substitution  of  other 
music  for  Mozart's.  But  a  correspondent  below 
has  kindly  and  ably  done  that  duty  for  us. 

I   PCJRITANI. 

This  charming  opera  of  Bellini  made  on  Satur- 
day afternoon  a  much  deeper  impression  than  on 
the  opening  night.  Mario  seemed  in  his  most 
perfect  voice,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  led  off 
the  fine  quartet^:  A  te,  o  cara,  both  by  the  rich 
golden  quality  of  his  full  chest  voice  and  the  ex- 
quisite sweetness  of  those  soil  Jioriture,  was  some- 
thing to  remember.  The  tender  scenes  between- 
him  and  Elvira  were  the  most  beautiful  of  the 
kind  we  ever  witnessed.  Grisi's  impersonation 
was  perfect  at  every  point  and  every  moment,  a 
sincere,  entire  abandonment  of  herself  to  the 
music  and  the  spirit  of  her  part.  Few  of  the 
operas  have  been  more  thoroughly  enjoyed  and 
felt  than  this. 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF   MUSIC, 


SE3IIEAMIDE, 

In  the  composition  of  this  gorgeous  opera  Ros- 
sini seems  to  have  revelled  in  the  unrestrained 
sensuous  imagination  of  the  splendors  of  an  orien- 
tal subject.  Inspired  by  that,  and  by  the  glowing 
atmosphere  of  Venice,  where  he  -wrote  it,  with 
great  rapidity  and  at  a  heat,  in  1823  ;  at  the  time 
too  when  the  public  humor  turned  against  him  and 
his  wife  was  being  hissed  upon  the  stage  in  one  of 
his  other  operas,  so  that  he  felt  provoked  to  over- 
flow his  banks  and  show  them  how  he  could  deluge 
them  with  music  if  they  wanted  it,  he  produced 
a  work  which  perhaps  contains  more  good  music, 
more  ideas,  than  any  of  his  forty  or  fifty  operas, 
except  "  William  Tell,"  II  Barhiere,  and  perhaps 
Mose  in  Egkto,  which  last  it  musically  much  re- 
sembles. It  is  the  most  ornate,  florid,  and  luxu- 
rious of  all  operas  ;  all  purple  and  gold,  barbaric 
pomp,  fit  for  Semiramis.  In  the  orchestra  long 
passages  occur  where  every  note  (moving  in  qua- 
vers) is  twisted  by  a  s>a.  The  voice  parts  are  all 
alike  florid,  running  in  semi  and  demi-semi-qua- 
vers.  In  concerted  pieces  what  the  soprano  be- 
gins, the  bass,  two  basses,  must  imitate  to  the  letter ; 
so  that  it  requires  the  most  flexible  of  voices. 
Some  of  the  quartets,  &c.,  such  as  Di  tanti  regi, 
and  Giuro  a  nmni  (absurdly  said  to  have  been 
borrowed  from  "Life  let  us  cherish,")  have  a 
stately  beauty  one  cannot  soon  weary  of.  The 
choruses  too  are  of  the  most  brilliant  and  festive 
character,  entirely  unique  ;  and  the  sudden  super- 
natural shadows  that  come  over  the  musical  en- 
semble in  the  scenes  of  the  sacrifice  and  of  the 
apparition  are  exceedingly  impressive. 

The  piece  had  never  been  given  in  Boston  but 
once,  and  then  most  inadequately  with  Pauodi 
for  the  queen.  This  time  it  was  put  upon  the 
stage  with  some  150  auxiliaries  and  more  pomp 
of  scenery  and  costume  than  our  theatres  had 
ever  offered.  The  full  military  band  upon  the 
stage,  with  a  large  proportion  of  clarinets,  added 
largely  to  the  splendor  of  the  festive  music.  As 
for  Grisi,  Semiramis  proved  to  be  her  grandest 
character.  She  never  looked  so  finely,  and  the 
scene  of  mutual  recrimination  between  her  and 
Assur  was  to  our  mind  the  greatest  exhibition 
she  has  yet  given  us  of  her  high  tragic  powers ; 
even  beyond  the  Ah !  non  tremare  of  Norma, 
which  in  the  music  it  somewhat  resembles,  only  it 
has  far  more  meat  in  it.  All  the  intense  emotions, 
love,  joy,  triumph,  anger,  pride,  shame,  remorse, 
were  wonderfully  portrayed. — It  has  sometimes 
occurred  to  us  in  witnessing  Grisi's  characters, 
and  still  more  vividly  in  Semh-amide,  how  glori- 
ously she  might  fill  the  part  of  the  Egyptian 
queen,  and  how  strange  that  some  Kossini  never 
felt  impelled  to  write  for  her  the  opera  of  Antony 
and  Cleopatra. 

The  next  most  important  part  is  that  of  Ar- 
sace,  contralto,  in  which  the  Donnovani  sur- 
prised us  by  her  very  faithful  and  sometimes  ef- 
fective rendering  of  so  much  elaborate  and  trying 
music.  Yet  her  first  duet  with  Semiramis :  Gior- 
no  d"  orrore,  as  well  as  other  parts,  was  left  out. 
Mario,  as  Idreno,  the  Indian  prince,  gorgeously 
apparelled,  had  but  little  to  do,  and  did  that 
little  less.  His  few  important  arias  were  omitted, 
and  in  what  he  did  sing  the  luxury  of  ornament 
was  much  pruned  away.  Yet  a  little  chance 
drop  or  two  of  melody  now  and  then  reveal  the 
rarest  art  and  voice  of  Mario ;  it  was  worth  an 
evening  almost  to  hear  him  in  one  line  of  recita- 
tive remind  the  queen  of  i  dolci  affetti  miei. 
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Badiali,  as  Assur,  looked  like  an  ancient  fig- 
ure from  a  Nineveh  monument,  and  all  the  music 
of  his  part,  so  very  difficult,  very  florid,  very 
long,  was  rendered  with  the  closest  fidelity  and 
with  telling  power.  This  is  the  more  praise,  since 
the  part  was  an  exceptional  one  for  him,  and  de- 
mands the  most  flexible  kind  of  voice.  St;siNi 
made  a  most  stately  and  imposing  archi-majus 
Oroe,  and  delivered  all  his  music  grandly.  The 
apparition  of  Ninus  was  admirably  managed.  The 
whole  was  indeed  a  triumph,  at  which  all  will  be 
eatjer  to  assist  again  this  afternoon. 


A  Word  for  Soto. 

To  the  Editor  of  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 

Dear  Sir  : — Now  that  the  glory  and  the  grace  which 
for  a  brief  season  have  been  with  us,  are  abont  to  paas 
away,  the  vision  of  the  Grisi  no  more  to  be  eeen,  the 
voice  of  the  Mario  no  more  to  be  heard,  it  seems  only 
fit  and  proper  to  sum  up  the  measure  of  our  debt  to  the 
fine  artists  who  have  been  with  us.  To  the  singers, 
yourself  and  others  will  doubtless  do  amplejustice.  But 
I  have  looked  in  vain  for  some  public  acknowledgment 
of  the  admirable  gifts  of  that  charming  dancer,  Senorita 
DE  Soto,  whose  merits  have  been  recognized  by  all 
accomplished  persons  in  private.  Will  you  allow  me  to 
do  my  part  towards  repairing  this  undeserved  neglect  ? 

There  can  be  no  question  that  the  Ballet  is  as  legiti- 
mately a  branch  of  dramatic  art  as  the  Opera,  Both 
appeal  to  the  mind  through  its  subtle  relations  with  the 
senses.  Nature's  eternal  miracle  of  beauty,  which  the 
art  of  the  singer  reproduces  for  us  within  the  laws  of 
sonnd,  is  wrought  by  the  art  of  the  dancer  within  the 
laws  of  motion.  And  whosoever  is  not  touched  "by 
concord  of  sweet  motions'"  may,  rest  assured,  that  to 
him  the  perfection  of  the  "concord  of  sweet  sounds" 
is  not  yet  revealed.  The  Muses  are  generous  in  their 
jealousy,  and  upon  those  who  slight  Terpsichore  her 
sisters  will  hardly  smile.  They  remember  that  Socrates 
once  knelt  at  her  feet,  and  that  Pindar  was  her  lau- 
reate. 

I  know  that  a  strong  prejudice  exists  in  this  commu- 
nity against  the  Ballet;  which  seems  to  have  been  sac- 
rificed in  the  compromise  between  our  ancient  Puritan- 
ism and  our  modern  culture.  "  The  Theatre  and  all  its 
walls,"  cries  the  grim  ghost  of  Cotton  Mather,  "  are  ut- 
terly devilish  !  "  "  Not  all,"  pleads  the  modern  Bosto- 
nian,  '^  nnt  all;  the  legitimate  Drama  and  the  Opera  are 
really  not  devilish,  but  the  Ballet,  that  we  grant  you  is 
utterly  devilish, — a  thing  quite  unnameable."  Curt  in- 
deed are  the  costumes  which  freedom  of  motion  often 
demands  of  the  dancer  to  wear!  But  how  melancholy- 
merry  must  it  make  some  observing*  Jacques  to  hear 
such  solemn  anathema  pronounced  upon  the  indelicate 
beauty  of  the  ballet,  in  the  panting  conversation  between 
the  compromising  modern  Bostonian  and  delicate  beauty 
elaborately  undressed  for  the  promiscuous  polka  of  the 
unimpeachable  ball  room! 

Upon  this  subject,  as  upon  so  many  others,  it  is  desira- 
ble that  our  minds  should  be  "cleared  of  cant."  A 
beautiful  dancer  is  in  her  own  way  an  artist;  whose  art, 
like  all  arts,  in  the  pure  and  to  the  pure  will  be  pure. 
Those  unhappy  beings  who  have  heretofore  visited  us  in 
the  capacity  of  dancers  have  been  chiefly  strange  and 
questionable  persons,  executing  entrechats  and  tour^  de 
force  of  such  more  than  questionable  character  as  could 
be  profitable  or  pleasant  to  no  decent  mortal.  But  how 
gross  must  be  his  perceptions  who  with  the  unmentiona- 
ble contortions  of  wretched  females. poised  now  upon  one 
toe,  now  upon  another,  aimlessly  "  making  cheeses"  in 
the  air,  confounds  the  rhythmical  swift  grace  of  an  Els- 
SLER,  or  the  dainty  harmonies  of  movement  wherewith 
those  pretty  little  "  Viennese  children"  so  long  delighted 
us  !  The  song  and  the  dance  loill  come  with  advancing 
civilization.  It  is  in  vain  for  Mr.  Botherby  to  declaim 
against  the  "nonsense"  of  the  Opera,  forgetting  how, 
long  years  ago,  he,  Botherby  himself  walking  home  on 
one  eventful  night,  the  accepted  of  her  who  is  now  the 
so  prosaic  Mrs.  Botherby,  called  the  stars  to  share  his 
swellingjoy  with  snatches  of  exultant,  though  doubtfully 
melodious  song  !  A  pew  generation  loill  find  a  meaning 
in  the  passionate  rhythm  of  sound  that  utter  what  no 
speech  can  say.  And  those  who  once  have  felt  what 
grace  in  measured  motion  lies,  will  still  rejoice  to  hail 
every  new  vision  of  that  grace.  And  surely,  since  the 
Elssler,  I  have  here  seen  no  dancer  so  accomplished  as  the 
Senorita  de  Soto.  Miles.  Zo«  and  Mathias,  who  I  am 
told,  were  artists,  it  was  not  my  fortune  to  see.  But  the 
taste  with  which  the  Soto  has  conceived  the  true  spirit 
of  every  dance  which  she  has  executed  here,  and  the 
fidelity  with  which,  under  very  discouraging  circum- 
stances, she  has  rendered  her  conceptions,  show  her  to 
possess  the  spint  of  an  artist,  while  her  power   is  of  no 


common  order.  She  condescends  to  none  of  the  clap- 
traps of  her  profession,  (if  1  except  that  dreary  conven- 
tional smile  which  she  sometimes  permits  to  deform  her 
fine  face;  )  her  dancing  is  always  characteristic.  She  can 
carry  us  to  Seville  with  the  gracious  ahandonoT  her  An- 
dalusian  dances,  and  revive  for  us  the  traditions 
of  la  belle  Guimara,  with  the  stately  accuracy  of  her 
minuet  and  her  gavotte.  Her  dancing  was  one  of  the  few 
faithfnlly  executed  parts  which  redeemed  the  clumsy 
disjointed  presentation  of  Don  Giovanni.  Had  she  ap- 
peared before  us  supported  by  an  endurable  male  dancer, 
or  even  by  the  shadow  of  Parisian  Pfpita,  she  could 
hardly  have  failed  to  command  a  more  general  attention 
and  applause  from  our  compromising  Bostonians  them- 
celves,  and  amid  the  blaze  of  the  singing  stare! 

May  we  not  hope  that  when  some  fortunate  future  day 
shall  bring  us  the  exquisite  Carlotta  and  a  true  ballet, 
the  Soto  will  return  to  us,  to  receive  her  due  of  praise  ? 


Debut  of  Elise  Hensler. 

As  most  of  our  readers, — at  all  events  those  who  have 
heard  and  known  the  j'oung  cantalrice  in  Boston, — feel 
so  deep  an  interest  in  her  success  abroad,  we  give  sub- 
stantially all  the  particulars  which  we  have  been  able  to 
collect  of  ber  recent  debut  in  the  great  theatre  of  La 
Scala,  in  Milan.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Miss  Hensler 
left  us  only  two  years  ago  this  very  month,  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  to  pursue  her  musical  studies,  first  at  the 
Conservatoire  of  Paris,  which  she  did  with  distinction, 
and  afterwards  in  Florence  and  Milan.  Early  laat  sum- 
mer she  was  honored  by  a  first  engagement,  (almost 
without  parallel  for  so  young  a  singer,)  as  a  prima  donna 
for  the  present  Carnival  season,  at  the  first  and  most 
exacting  of  the  theatres  of  Italy,  and  with  a  good  salary 
regularly  paid  her  in  advance.  The  engagement  is  for 
fifteen  months,  and  will  be  completed  in  other  theatres, 
as  at  Florence,  Vienna,  &c.  This  of  itself  was  success, 
where  scores  of  candidates  wait.,  with  "  hope  long  de- 
ferred," for  any  engagement  at  all,  and  many  actually 
pay  for  the  privilege  of  appearing  in  subordinate  roles. 
Those  who  have  read  our  correspondent  "  Harrison's  " 
daguerreotype  description  of  musical  life  in  Italy,  will 
not  need  to  be  reminded  that  the  audience  at  La  Scala  is 
the  most  exacting  in  all  Italy,  and  that  a  debut  there  is  a 
severe  ordeal  to  pass  through. 

Private  letters  received  this  week,  and  dated  Jan.  7, 
confirm  all  that  reached  us  in  the  shape  of  newspaper 
correspondence,  both  as  to  her  positive  success,  and  as  to 
the  sad  discouragements  in  spite  of  which  it  was  achieved. 
The  debut  took  place  on  the  31st  of  December,  in  Sontag's 
charming  part  of  Linda.  Mr.  Hensler,  the  father  of 
Elise,  had  been  complaining  of  headache  and  general 
illness  for  some  days,  and  on  his  return  from  the  opera, 
the  night  of  the  d^but,  and  while  his  daughter  was  re- 
ceiving the  congratulations  of  friends  and  strangers,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis.  The  next  day  he  was  uncon- 
scious, and  remained  unable  to  speak  up  to  the  date  of 
letter.  Elise  made  her  second  appearance  Jan.  2,  and 
the  third  was  to  take  place  Jan.  8,  each  time  in  Linda. 
The  fact  of  three  successive  appearances  in  one  opera* 
proves  the  public  appetite.  I\Iiss  Hensler  writes  that  her 
voice  was  not  considered  strong  enough  as  yet  for  so-  large 
a  theatre;  but  seems  greatly  encouraged  by  the  trial, 
and,  in  sending  remembrances  to  her  friends  here,  says: 
"  Tell  them  I  shall  be  delighted  if  I  have  convinced  them 
that  I  will  succeed,  and  hope  they  will  have  no  more 
doubt." 

From  paragraphs  in  the  Milan  papers  sent  ns,  we 
translate  all  that  relates  to  Miss  Hensler.  One,  speaking 
of  the  first  performance  of  Linda,  seems  not  in  good 
humor  with  the  singers  generally,  but  adds: 

"  Let  us  hasten  to  add  that  the  plaudits  given  to  the  young 
Hensler  (Linda)  were  just.  Young,  agreeable,  endowed  with  a 
gracious  and  flexible  voice,  a  correct  singer,  she  rendered  all 
the  pieces  of  her  not  short  part  with  precision,  sentiment,  and 
much  agility,  which,  however,  we  should  like  to  see  exercised 
in  passages  of  greater  good  taste.  All  these  gifcs  were  worth 
a  series  of  triumphs  to  the  young  debutante  in  theatres  of 
smaller  dimensions  than  la  Scala :  let  not  the  manager  Barac- 
chi  rob  her  of  these  fitting  conditions  through  a  desire  to  make 
her  tread  the  stage  of  the  largest  theatres  (di  caruJto).  From 
such  heights  the  Hensler  will  not  always  find  a  public  like  our 
own,  which  has  regard  more  to  musical  education  than  to 
power  of  meana." 

Of  the  second  performance  we  rend  the  following: 
*'  The  young  prl7na  donna,  Elisa  Hensler,  sang  with  grace, 
with  good  taste,  with  sentiment.  It  is  proper  to  regret  that 
she  had  not  that  volume  of  voice  which  is  desired  at  la  Scala. 
She  was  applauded  in  the  cavatioa  and  elsewhere  several  times, 
and  was  recalled  also  at  the  end  of  the  opera  three  times." 

"  The  second  representJition  of  Linda  was  not  more  for- 
tunate than  the  first.  The  same  applause  to  the  Hensler,  to 
her  beautiful  and  sympathetic  voice,  to  her  esijuisit-e  singing  ; 
qualities  which  in  a  less  vast  theatre  would  have  gladdened 
her  with  a  more  complete  success." 
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**  ia  sis:noTa  Hensler  was  much  applauded  in  the  rondo 
finale,  and  deservedly,  since  she  delivered  it  with  grace,  a^lity 
and  with  the  best  method." 

To  the  above  we  append,  for  the  sake  of  reference,  the 
following  extract  from  a  letter  in  the  Newark  Adoertiser, 
■which  has  already  been  extensively  copied : 

Milan,  Jan.  7,  1855. — Fortunately,  we  reached  this 
place  just  in  time  to  share  in  the  honors  of  a  young 
American  prima  donna,  who  made  her  debut  on  the 
evening  of  our  arrival  at  La  Scala.  We  learned  through 
the  conversation  at  the  dinner-table,  that  all  the  world 
was  going  to  the  theatre  to  witness  the  first  essay  of  an 
American  candidate  for  operatic  honors,  who  bad  ad- 
venturously come  to  Milan  to  submit  her  qualities  to  the 
highest  tribunal  in  Europe,  without  even  having  once 
tempted  approbation  in  inferior  spheres.  There  was 
something  of  promise  in  the  very  audacity.  Of  course 
vre  secured  seats  at  an  early  hour. 

The  opera  was  Linda.  On  her  first  appearance  the 
audience  was  conciliated  by  a  charming  person,  and 
kindly  greetings  assured  her  of  a  fair  hearing-  The 
prepossession  was  evidently  confirmed  by  the  first  act, 
at  the  end  of  which  there  were  clear  indications  of  ex- 
cited expectations — whicl:  in  the  progress  of  the  piece 
were  abundantly  realized.  Her  success  was  complete. 
After  the  second  act  she  was  called  out  on  every  per- 
formance, and  at  the  close  of  the  scene  received  all  the 
honors  due  to  a  successful  debutante. 

Naturally  sympathizing  in  the  first  flush  of  such  suc- 
cess in  the  midst  of  the  old  world,  we  paid  our  respects 
to  the  young  lady  the  next  morning,  and  found  her  as 
worthy  of  private  regard  as  of  public  applause.  Sheis 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  Conrad  Hensier,  of  Boston,  and 
came  to  Europe  some  two  or  three  years  since  by  the 
advice  of  some  of  the  first  citizens  of  the  American 
Athens,  accompanied  by  her  father,  himself  a  Swiss  by 
birth,  to  qualify  herself  by  study,  under  proper  masters 
for  the  Opera.  Miss  H.  is  only  18,  and  she  preserves  in 
the  midst  of  the  most  flattering  attentions  of  the  best 
society  in  Milan,  the  quiet  simplicity  and  unaffected 
manners,  which  are  among  the  most  attractive  graces  of 
her  sex.     Her  voice  is  a  soprano  of  the  richest  tone. 


'  Query"  shall  have  place  and  answer  in  our  next 


A  New  Art  Journal. — We  have  read  with  the 
greatest  interest,  omitting  nothing,  the  first  five  numbers 
of  "  The  Crayon,'*  a  weekly  journal  devoted  to  "  the 
Graphic  Arts,"  and  the  Beautiful  in  all  its  forms.  It  hails 
from  New  York,  N.  J.  Stili.man  and  J.  Durand,  edi- 
tors and  proprietors.  The  numbers  wear  a  most  esthetic 
aspect,  and  contain  each  sixteen  pages  of  good  matter. 
We  cannot  commend  it  too  warmly  to  the  support  of  all 
jovers  of  the  Beautiful.  Its  tone  is  pure  and  elevated  ; 
its  criticisms  candid,  courteous  and  instructive.  Such 
artists  as  A.  B.  Durand  and  Page  contribute  of  their  wis- 
dom to  its  pages,  and  such  poets  as  Bryant  and  Lowell 
of  their  freshest  inspirations.  The  best  taste  presides 
over  its  selections.  We  are  prompted  to  say  much  more, 
had  we  room. 


!i). 


The  New  Organ  in  the  Somerset  St.  Baptist  Church 
has  been  twice  played  before  large  audiences.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  programme  at  the  second  exhibition  on 
Monday  afternoon  last,  the  whole  performance  being  by 
Mr.  F.  F.  Mtjller,  with  the  exception  of  a  Fantasia  for 
four  hands,  by  Hesse,  in  which  Mr.  Silas  A.  Bancroft, 
organist  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Church,  assisted. 

1.  Introduction:  Theme  and  Variations,  with  Pedal 

Obligato, C.  n.  Rink. 

2.  Choral,  with  Variations, W.  A.  Bach. 

3.  Pastoral  Symphony,  from  the  "Messiah," Handel. 

4.  Toccata, J.  S.  Bach. 

5.  Overture:  "  Preciosa," CM.  Von  Weber. 

a    ( Introduction,  with  Pedal  Cadence, P.  F.  MuUer. 

^'  \  Theme  and  Variations,  with  Pedal  Obhgato,. .  .C.  H,  Kink. 
7.  Grand  Dramatic  Fantasia,  "  A  Concert  on  a  Lake, 

interrupted  by  a  Thunderstorm,"  {by  request,)  Neukomm. 

The  programme,  it  will  be  seen,  was  a  weli-chosen  one 
to  display  the  instrument  to  the  best  advantage,  and  the 
performance  of  both  gentlemen  deserves  the  highest 
commendation.  The  character  of  the  organ  is  of  unusual 
excellence;  the  diapasons  of  great  power,  but  full  and 
smooth  ;  the  whole  being  free  from  the  harshness  which 
often  characterizes  this  instrument  in  displaying  its  full 
power.  Some  of  the  combinations  were  exceedingly  plea- 
sing, and  the  peculiar  qualities  of  the  various  stops  very 
decidedly  marked  ;  some  of  the  reeds  being  very  brilliant 
and  effective,  fairly  rivalling  those  of  any  other  builder. 
The  organ  is  decidedly  the  architectural  feature  of  the 
church,  and  contrasts  favorably  with  the  edifice,  in  which 
the  architect  seems  to  have  exhausted  the  resources  of 
hideous  absurdity.  The  platform  on  which  the  organ 
stands,  resembles  strongly  the  stern  of  an  East  Boston 
ferry-boat,  while  the  ceiling  of  the  church,  apparently, 


is  supported  by  the  finial  of  the  organ,  while  the  steeple 
actually  rests  upon  the  roof. 

The  qualities  of  this  instrument  rellect  great  credit  on 
the  builders,  Messrs.  W.  B.  D.  Simmons  &  Co.,  of 
Charles  Street,  and  will  compare  favorably  with  those 
of  any  organ  in  the  city. 

Description  of  the  Organ. —  This  Orpan  (which  is 
one  of  the  largest  in  New  England)  has  fifty-one  Stops, 
Musical  and  Mechanical.  Three  rows  of  Keys, 
compass  of  ench^from  CC  to  G,  (fifty-six  Notes).  Com- 
pass of  Pedals,  two  octaves  and  a  sixth.  The  Great 
Organ  contains  fourteen  Stops;  the  Choir  Organ,  twelve 
Stops;  the  Swell  Organ,  fourteen  Stops;  and  the  Pedal 
Organ,  three  stops.  Of  Couplers,  etc.,  there  are  eight. 
The  case  is  thirty-six  feet  high,  twenty-three  feet  wide, 
and  eleven  feet  deep. 

g5"aijerti!setnents. 


Wanted;— A  place  as  organist  in  some  church  in 
or  near  Boston,  by  one  who  can  produce  the  best  testi- 
monials, and  who  has  formerly  offlciated  in  that  capacity  for 
seven  years  in  one  of  the  principal  churches  of  the  city. 
Feb  3    4t 


NOVELLO'S    LIBRARY 

FOR  THE   DIFFUSION    OF 

MUSICAL    KNO^VLEPgE- 

A  COLLECTION  OF  STANDARD  TREATISES  on  the  Art  of 
Music,  written  by  the  most  esteemed  EngHsh  and  Foreio-n 
Masters;  reprinted  at  prices  which  will  place  these  formerly 
expensive  works  within  the  means  of  every  student.  The 
Volumes  already  completed,  are  offered  as  a  fair  specimen  of 
the  future  works  intended  to  be  comprised. 

The  convenient  form  adopted  for  "  Hawkins's  History  of 
Music,"  has  been  found  particularly  well  adapted  for  "  No- 
VELLo^s  Library  for  the  diffdsion  of  Musical  Knowledge," 
because  the  page  presents  so  much  at  one  view,  as  considerably 
to  aid  comparative  study. 

There  are  now  ready ; — 

DR.  MARX'S  GENERAL  MUSICAL  INSTRUC- 
TION. (Allgemeine  Musiklehre.)  An  aid  to  teachers 
and  learners  in  every  branch  of  musical  knowfedge. 
Translated,  from  the  original  German,  by  George 
Macirone.  [Former  price  ^3.75.]  Bound  in  whole 
clothj  51.63;  by  mail,  ^1.75. 

Of  this  work,  five  large  editions  have  been  printed  in  Ger- 
many, besides  being  reprinted  in  England.  It  comprehends 
minute  explanations  of  every  musical  matter,  from  the  simplest 
rudiments,  through  the  various  elaborations  of  rhythm,  doc- 
trine of  tones,  instruments,  elementary  and  artistic  forms  of 
composition,  artistic  performance,  and  musical  education  in 
general. 

CHERUBTNI'S  TREATISE  ON  COUNTERPOINT 
AND    FUGUE.      Translated,    by    Mary   Cowden 
Clarke,  from  the  original   French.     [Former  price, 
57.88.]    Boundin  whole  cloth,  51.63;  by  mail,  51.75. 
This  work  is  adopted  for  the  instruction  of  the  classes  at  the 
Conservatoire,  Paris,  and  of  those  at  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Music,  London.    There  has  been  added  a  Memoir  of  Cherubini, 
chiefly  compiled  from  Mons.  Fetis.    Speaking  of  this  treatise, 
he  says  :  "  The  admirable  Trea  ise  on  Counterpoint  and  Fugue 
is,  in  fact,  the  result  of  Cherubini's  experience  as  to  what  was 
necessary  for  teaching  counterpoint  to  the  pupils  of  the  Con- 
servatoire for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  ]  and  the  examples 
are  models  of  that  perfection  of  style  which  distinguishes  the 
productions  of  the  ancient  Italian  masters." 

MOZART'S  SUCCINCT  THOROUGH-BASS 
SCHOOL.  Translated,  by  Saeilla  Novello,  from 
the  original  German.  [Former price,  ^\.15.'\  Sewed, 
21  cents;  by  mail,  S3  cts. 

In  these  comparatively  few  pages  are  condensed  all  the  es- 
sential points  of  Thorough-Basa ;  they  appear  as  axioms,  and 
any  one  who  will  commit  the  whole  to  memory  would  have  a 
very  competent  knowledge  of  every  chord  in  music. 

FETIS'  TREATISE  ON  CHOIR  AND  CHORUS 
SINGING.  Translated,  by  the  Rev.  Thos.  Helmore, 
M.A.,  from  the  original  French,  with  the  kind  approval 
of  the  Author.  [Former  price,  15  francs.]  Sewed, 
38  cents;  by  mail,  41  cts. 

CATEL'S  treatise  ON  HARMONY.  Translated 
by  Mary  Cowden  Clarke,  from  the  original  French. 
[Former  price,  53-75.]     Sewed,  63  cts;  by  mail,  68c. 

In  the  Press: 
ALBRECHTSBERGER'S    COLLECTED     WRIT- 
INGS ON  THOROUGH-BASS,  HARMONY,  and 
COMPOSITION,   FOR   SELF-INSTRUCTION.— 

Translated  by  Sabilla  Novello,  from  the  original 
German. 

O^Several  equally  important  works  are  in  a  forward  state, 
which  will  be  issued  in  rapid  succession,  at  similarly  popular 
prices. 

Now  Ready: 
THE   ORGAN,    AND    ITS    CONSTRUCTION:    A 
systematic  Hand-Book  for  Organists,  Organ-Builders, 
&c.     Translated  from  the  German  of  J.  J.  Seidel, 
Organist  at  Breslau.    Price  ,gl.50;  by  mail,  ,gl.63. 

NOVELLO'S  SACRED  MUSIC  WAREHOTJSE, 

389  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK, 

And  at  66  Dean  Street,  Soho  Square,  and  24  Poultry,  London. 


BOSTON"    THEATRE. 


MADAME    aRISI 

AND 

SIGNOR     MARIO 
FAREWELL   PERFORMANCES 

IK    BOSTON. 


s 


THIS  (SATURDAY)  AFTERNOON,  Feb.  10th, 
Will  be  performed, 

SEMIRAMIDE, 

And  the  last  Act  of  LUCIA  DI  LAMMEBMOOR. 
MOST    POSITIVELY 

THE  LAST  APPEARANCE  of  tbis  Troupe,  and  of  Madame 
Grisi  and  Signer  Mario,  piior  to  their  return  to  Europe. 

Mr.  Hackett  assures  the  public  that  under  no  circumstances 
(except  as  above  announced)  can  these  Artistes  again  appear 
in  Boston. 

Places  for  all  or  either  of  the  above  representations,  may  be 
procured  at  WADE'S,  197  Washington  street. 

STAB  AT    MATER. 


GRISI 

IN 


AND     MARIO 
ORATORIO 


BOSTON     MUSIC    HALL. 

Have  the  pleasure  to  announce,  that  they  will  perform,  on 

Sunday  Evening,  Feb.  llth, 

ROSSINI'S  GRAND  ORATORIO  OF 
STABAT      MATER, 

Assisted,  (through  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Hackett,)  by 

Madame  GRISI, 

Signor  MARIO, 

Signora  DONOVATTI, 
Signor  BADIALI,  and 

Signor  SUSINI. 

Orchestra THE  ORCHESTRAL  UNION. 

Conductor SIGNOR  ARDITI. 

Pianist F.  F.  MULLER. 

Reserved  Seats,  $2. 

Entrance  Tickets,  without  special  seats  reserved,  $1. 

No  more  tickets  will  be  sold  than  the  Hall  will  accommodate. 

Special  tickets  will  be  issued  for  this  Concert,  and  members 
will  dispense  with  their  usual  privilege. 

Tickets  may  be  procured  at  Wade's  Music  Store,  197  Wash- 
ington Street. 

Doors  open  at  6 — Performance  to  commence  at  7  o'clock. 
H.  L.  HAZELTON,  Secretary. 

CHAMBER  CONCERTS. 

Respectfully  announce  to  their  subscribers  and  the  public  of 
Boston  that  their 

SEVENTH     CONCERT 

Of  the  Series  will  take  place 

On  Tuesday  Evening,  Feb.  13th, 

AT    Messrs.   C  HIC  K  ERING'S    ROOMS, 

Assisted  by 
Mr.   A.  ABTHUBSON,   Vocalist. 

Mendelssohn's  First  Quintette  in  A, — Quartette  in  B  flat,  by 
Beethoven, — Quartette  in  E  flat,  by  Cherubini,  (first  time,)  etc. 
Mr.  Arthurson  will  sing  a  composition  by  Marcello,  with  Vio- 
loncello obligato,  and  "  Blow,  blow,  thou  winter  wind,"  by 
Dr.  Arne. 

X7="Half  Packages  of  Tickets,  S2.B0 :  Single  tickets,  $1,  can 
be  obtained  at  the  usual  places. 
O^The  Concert  will  commence  at  7K  o'clock  precisely. 

AFTERNOON  CONCERTS. 
THE     ORCHESTRAL     UNION, 

AT  THE 

BOSTON  MUSIC  HALL. 

Every  Wednesday,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

And  continue  through  the  season. 
CARL.   ZERRAHBT Conductor. 

Single  tickets,  26  cts  :  Packages  of  6  tickets,  $1 :  for  sale  at 
the  music  stores  and  at  the  door  Not  23 


F.    F.    MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 

Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  No.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 


^ 


"'^Cz 


M 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


YOUNG  L4BES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Rooms  in  conne-  tion  T\ith  Mr.  E.  A.  Beaman's  Young  Indies' 

School,  No.  23  Temple  Place. 

E.  R.  BliANCHARU,  Teacher. 

Also,  Teacher  of  Music  in  Mr.  Adams's  Young  Ladies'  School, 
Central  Place.  , 

RESIDENCE,  24  "WEST  CEDAR  STREET,  BOSTON. 

Thia  School  is  desiy:ned  for  all  ■who  Tvish  to  acquire  the  abili- 
ty to  rtad  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particuhirly  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  tho.se  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  receive  in- 
struction, from  the  best  masters,  in  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Voice,  Style,  &c.  Commenciog  with  first  principles  and  pro- 
ceeding upwards,  by  regular  and  successive  ftteps,  the  students 
will  acquire  so  thorough  and  practical  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Vocal  Music  as  will  enable  them  to  read  even  the 
more  diPSdult  classical  compositions  with  ease  and  fluency. 

For  terms,  and  otlier  particulars,  see  Circular,  which  may  be 
had  at  the  Piano  Rooms  of  Messrs.  G.  J.  Webb  &  Co,  No.  3 
Winter  street,  where,  also,  Mr.  lUanchard  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  3,  P.  M. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  give  instrnction  in 
schools  and  academies,  if  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Having  examined  tbe  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  the 
Young  Ladies'  Vocal  Music  School, we  most  cheerfully  say  that 
it  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Blanchard  we  feel  assured  that  his  school  will 
merit  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  public. 

Lowell  Mason,        Geo.  J.  Webb,  F.  F.  Mdller, 

Geo.  F.  Root,  B.  F.  Bakee. 

Sept  30  tf 

^        ADOLPH    KIELBLOCK, 

Uuited  States  Hotel.  Dec  30 


CONCERT    HALL. 

CORNER  OF  EUCLID  STREET  AND  PUBLIC  SQUARE, 
CleT~elaiifl,  Oliio . 

This  new  and  elegant  hall,  designed  expressly  for  concerts 
and  lectures,  is  now  open  for  artists  and  others  intending  to 
give  entertainments  in  Cleveland. 

The  hall  is  well  lighted,  handsomely  frescoed  and  decorated, 
and  will  seat  comfortably  1200  persons.  Its  central  location 
renders  it  the  most  desirable  of  any  in  the  city. 

For  terms,  etc.,  apply  to  HOLBROOK  &  LONG, 

Piano-Forte  Dealers,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

A  CARD. Messr.<i.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICEEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  {duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 


SIGWOR  AUGUSTO  BENDELARI,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  ^reat 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Adgusto  Bendelari,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

REFERENCES. 

Rev.  Sam'l  K:  Lothrop,  Samuel  Q.  Ward,  Esq. 

John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 
Sept  9 

MK.  J.  C.  D.  PAEKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instnic- 
tion  in  Piano-forte  aud  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

References — R.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C.  Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 


E.  R.  BLANCHARD, 

TEACHER  0¥  THE  VlA.^O  A^B  Sl?iGl?«G. 

Kesidence,  24  "West  Cedar  Street. 
Reference^  Geo.  J.  Webb,  Esq.  May  20. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD. 

TEACHEK     OF     MUSIC, 

S65  "WaslUiii^oii  street,  Boston. 

CHICKERINa   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OP 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


WAREKOOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Api29  BOSTON.  tf 


NATHAN    RICMAUDSON, 

Importer,  Publisher,  and  Dealer  in  Foreign  & 
American  Music,  Piano-Fortes,  Organs, 
Melodeons,  Metronomes,  Music- 
Boxes,  etc.  etc. 
MUSICAIi  EXCHAWGE,    282  "Wasliliigfoii  St., 
BOSTON. 

THE  MODERN  SCHOOL 

—FOR-  -■^'^ 

THE     PIANO-FOKTE, 

BY    NATHAN    RICHARDSON. 

The  Fourth  Edition  of  this  -valuable  work  is  now  ready.  It 
has  received  theunanimons  approval  of  the  most  diatinguwh- 
ed  Musicians  in  the  United  States  and  Europe. 

All  the  exercises  in  this  work  are  arranged  in  so  progressive 
and  judicious  a  manner  as  to  develop  the  strength  and  dex- 
terity of  the  fingers  in  the  least  time  possible  Price,  $3. 
Bound  in  cloth,  full  gilt,  $4.  Copies  mailed  on  receipt  of  the 
above  price. 

Every  variety  of  new  Music  published  at  this  establishment, 
which  the  publisher  warrants  to  give  satisfaction.  Catalogues 
sent  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  free  of  charge. 

New  Music  from  all  parts  of  Europe  and  America  received 
as  soon  as  issued. 

"We  address  ourselves  particularly  to  Teachers  out  of  town, 
Female  Colleges,  Seminaries,  etc.,  and  would  Htate  that,  from 
our  own  experience  in  like  situations,  we  are  better  enabled  to 
judge  of  their  wants,  and  in  case  they  should  give  us  the  honor 
of  their  patronage,  we  will  endeavor  to  fulfil  their  orders  to 
their  satisfaction  ;  and  to  whom  we  shall  be  happy  to  make  a 
liberal  deduction  from  the  retail  prices  upon  all  music  pur- 
chased in  quantities. 

GEOKGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 
AND     MELODEONS. 

No.  3    "WINTE56    STREET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

WARRANTED 

IN    EVERY    PARTICULAR. 

Dec  9  3m 

D.    B.    NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER   AND   DEALER   IN 

PIANO    FO  RTES, 

No.  344:  "Waslxington  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  f  TO  LET. 

Mr.    J.  Q.    WETHERBEE, 

(BASSO  CANTANTE,) 
Mo.  18  TREMONT  TEMPLE,   BOSTON. 

CARL    GARTNER, 
TEACHER    OF    mUSIC, 

May  be  found  at  No.  20  Dover  Street,  every  forenoon  between 
9  and  10.  Oc  14 

WILLIAIff   BERGER, 
Publislfter  saaid  Ssnporter  of  Music, 

No.  82  West  4tli  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on   hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MUSIC,   for  sale  at  Eastern   prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  publi-ihed.     A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
in?^  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aug26 

MR.  S.  HARRISON  MILLARD, 

Bega  to  inform  the  musical  public  of  Boston  that  he  is  now 

prepared  to  receive  pupils  in 

Italian  and  EnglisU  Vocalization. 

Classes  will  be  formed  on  the  principle  of  the  Conservatoire 
&.  Paris. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  English  Oratorio  singing. 

Classes  for  the  study  of  the  Italian  language  will  also  be 
formed. 

Residence,  6  Tyler  Street. . 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GEllMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-FORTE,  and  in  the  Theory  op  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


MANUFACTURED   BY 

MASON     &,     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newlv 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  us.  We  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Finish. 
Our  prices  vary  from  S60  to  ?rl75,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Lowell 
MasoNj  Wm.  B.  Bhadbcrt,  George  F.  Root,  L.  H  Southard, 
Edwin  Bruce,  Silas  A.  liANcaoFT,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musician.'',  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

O^The  opinions  of  the  iibove  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeous. 

HENRy  mason.     1  MASON  &  HAMI^IN, 

EMMONS  HAMLIN,  j  Cambridse  St.  (cor.  of  Charles,)  BosioTij  Ms. 

Oct  28    6m  (Krectly  in  frontof  the  Jail.J 

HEWS'  PATENT  AMERICAN   ACTION 
PIANO-FORTE. 

From  the  illustTious  Pianist,  L.  M    GOTTSCHALE,  to  JV&, 
Hews''  Agent  at  New  York, 

New  York,  Pec.  5. 1853. 

Mr.  N.  P.  CuRTiss:  Dear.Sir,— Having  had  the  pleasure  of 
performing  upon  Geo.  Hews'  American  Patent  Action  Piano, 
at  the  World's  Fair  in  this  city  the  present  year,  and  other 
of  his  Pianos  at  your  W'arerooms,  which  afforded  me  much 
gratification,  I  cheerfully  recommend  them  to  the  public.  I 
am  very  glad  of  the  improvement  in  the  action.  These  instm- 
menrs  likewise  are  of  excellent  tone,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the 
perfection  of  the  scales.  Very  RespctfuIIy, 

L.  M.  GOTTSCHALK. 

G-EOKGE  HEWS  has  removed  to  the  building  lately 
occupied  by  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  No.  379  Washington 
Stjeet.  Jdu.  27    46 

OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
Winthrop  House.  Terms  : — ;$50  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  iS30  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 


MANUEL  FENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MDSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Grat's  Block,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

References. 

Messrs.  Chickeuinq,  J.  P.  Jbwett,  Geo.  Punchabd,  Boston. 

Messrs.  George  Peabodt,  B.  H.  Silseee,  Salem. 

PIANIST  AND   TEACHER   OF  MUSIC, 

OFFKllS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Kicbardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  Q.  P. 
Reed  &,  Co   17  Tremont  Kow. 

References: — Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  6  Pranklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

CARL    ZEE.RAHN. 
Conductor  of  the    Handel  &.  Haydu   Soclety-5 

Conductor  of  tlie  Orchestral  Union,  and 
TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  his  OFFICE  in  E.  H.  Wade's  music  store, 


or  at  his  residence,  U.  S.  Hotel. 


Dec  23    6t 


THOMAS    RYAN, 
TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

RESIDENCE,  19  FRANKLIN  STREET. 

PRINCE  &  CO;S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  vaiiety.  from  ®45  to  Sl50,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  churth.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  auy  other  make,  they  have  aicepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 

G.   p.   REED'&   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Mnseum, 
Sept.  2  Sole  Agents  for  Prince  ^  Co, '5  Metudeons. 

ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 
TEACHER    OF    THE    PIANO-FORTE. 

Residence,    S4:    Fiuckney    Street. 

Sept  16  tf 

ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OF   THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Reed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Roxbury  Sept  9 

J.    TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF     THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
ResideULCe  No.  56  Kiieelaud  Street. 
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[Translated  for  this  Journal.] 

Mozart's  "Don  Giovanni." 

BY  A.  OUHBICHEFF. 

(Continued  from  last  week.) 
Donna  Anna's  great  Recitative  and  Aria. 
The  alleged  crazy  \voma,n  goes  out.  As  if  it 
were  dangerous  to  leave  ber  alone,  Don  Juan  ex- 
plains that  he  proposes  to  accompany  her,  and 
takes  leave  of  his  friends,  renewing  his  assurances 
of  a  desire  to  aid  them.  His  last  words,  which 
he  directs  especially  to  Anna,  e.x:cite  in  her  a  fear- 
ful recollection.  The  tone  of  voice  and  the 
glowing  look  of  Giovanni  turned  upon  her,  cause 
her  to  recognize  in  him  the  murderer  of  the  com- 
mander, her  father.     Again  we  rise  to  the  subli- 


mest  tragic  through  a  Recitative,  which  to  be 
sure  is  less  richly  instrumented  than  the  first,  but 
is  no  less  expressive.  The  orchestral  figure, 
which  opens  this  Recitative  and  divides  it  into 
two  clauses,  breaks  it  off  and  repeats  itself,  like 
a  long  shriek  of  despair  and  horror.  There  is  a 
hideous  shock  in  the  melody,  a  convulsive  synco- 
pation, accompanied  by  retardations  and  cutting 
dissonances,  since,  with  the  exception  of  the  vio- 
lins, the  other  instruments  follow  a  naturally 
rhythmical  course,  without  pointed  notes  or  ties. 
In  the  pauses  Anna  cries  with  stifled  voice  :  0 
Dei!  O  Dei!  and  then  takes  the  high  A  with 
victorious  energy,  which  presses  down  her  over- 
mastering grief.  Quegli  e  il  carnijice  del  padre 
mio.  (This  man  is  my  father's  murderer.)  A 
perfect  Recitative  cadence!  This  is  an  oratori- 
cal process,  of  which  Poetry  and  Eloquence 
must  always  envy  Music  the  possession.  All  the 
rest  of  the  narrative  corresponds  with  this  sublime 
introduction.  In  regard  to  the  many  imaires, 
which  crowd  into  the  text  of  the  Recitative,  Mo- 
zart has  employed  a  frequent  and  bold  modula- 
tion. 

Or  sai  cTii  Vonore,  (now  tliou  knowest  who  at- 
tempted my  honor)  marks  the  culminating  point 
of  a  role,  which  in  and  for  itself,  in  its  ensemble, 
is  the  highest  tragic  creation  of  Mozart.  This 
aria  in  a  manner  prepares  and  justifies  the  ad- 
mixture of  the  supernatural ;  it  lends  to  its  credibil- 
ity and  probability  ;  it  brings  this  future  element 
into  harmony  with  the  other  elements  of  the 
piece. 

Anna  finds  herself  in  one  of  those  moments,  in 
which  it  seems  that  the  might  of  will  must  change 
the  laws  of  nature  and  even  react  on  the  past. 
Borne  on  by  her  exaltation,  she  touches  the  bor- 
ders of  that  hidden  power,  which  breaks  the  seals 
of  the  tomb,  and  in  its  possession  she  places  for 
some  time  the  fearful  energy  of  her  vow.  She  is  no 
longer  a  weak  woman,  limited  to  mere  fruitless 
tears  and  impotent  despair;  but  she  is  a  dread  en- 
chantress, who  by  her  potent  incantations  will 
compel  the  everlasting  silettce  to  answer  her. 
Already  do  her  words  call  forth  an  unknown 
echo.  At  the  sound  of  her  voice,  quickened  by 
superhuman  energy,  the  orchestra  trembles,  the 
deeps  are  moved,  fiery  shadows  flash  about  like 
lightnings  in  the  empty  space ;  the  powers  invisi- 
ble arise  :  "  Queen,  we  are  here,  what  wilt  thou 
of  us  ?  "  (Tones  of  the  oboe.)  Vendetta  li  chi- 
eggio  !  (I  call  on  thee  to  revenge  ! )  and  this  su- 
preme command,  this  wonderful  summons,  which 


makes  the  marble  rider  quake  upon  his  immovea- 
ble horse,  resounds  at  once  in  thundering  echo 
in  the  deeps.  (Imitative  passages  in  the  bass.) 
But  suddenly  these  powerful  appeals  are  changed 
into  sighs,  tears  overcome  this  voice,which  has  been 
issuing  commands  to  Fate.  Rammenta  la  piaga 
del  misero  seno.  (Remember  the  wound  in  his 
breast,  &c.)  Whence  comes  this  deeply  melan- 
choly transition,  in  the  midst  of  the  supernatural 
heroism,  which  forms  the  character  of  the  piece  ? 
Anna  is  sure  that  she  has  been  heard ;  her  eye, 
enlightened  to  clairvoyance,  has  penetrated  the 
cloud,  which  veils  the  catastrophe ;  she  will  be  re- 
venged, she  knows  it,  but  she  divines  at  the  same 
time  at  what  price.  Thy  life  for  his :  so  sounds 
the  decree  of  the  Invisible.*  The  daughter  of 
the  Commander  resigns  herself  to  her  fate,  her 
mighty  will  again  asserts  itself  with  yet  more 
strength,  the  cry  for  vendetta  resounds  yet  again ; 
blow  on  blow,  it  strikes  like  lightning,  accompanied 
by  the  muffled  roll  of  subterranean  thunders.  In 
vain  there  vibrate  in  the  closing  period  other 
chords,  which  indicate  the  inexpressible  pangs  of 
a  deadly  wound,  some  sort  of  calamity,  yet  more 
hideous  than  the  fearful  event  of  the  night,  a  mys- 
tery, which  Anna  would  fain  hide  before  herself, 

before  God But  the  heroine  bargains  not 

for  the  victory  ;  she  is  resolved  upon  the  sacrifice. 
Revenge  on  him  who  has  killed  her  father  !  Re- 
venge on  him,  who  has  dared  an  assault  upon  her 
honor;  revenge  on  him,  whom  she,  despite  her 
hatred,  fears  that  she  does  not  hate  enough,  un- 
happy maiden  !  This  says  the  orchestra  to  her 
solemnly  in  a  short  ritornel,  and  the  penultimate 
chord,  softly  protracted  in  whole  tones,  casts,  as  it 
were,  a  mysterious  veil  upon  this  scene,  from 
which  the  sublimest  mysteries  of  the  opera  derive 
their  origin. 

Don  Juan's  Wine  Song. 
While  Don  Giovanni's  downfall  is  preparing,  he 
is  bright  and  merry,  and  busied  with  the  arrange- 
ment of  a  feast.  He  too  arrives  at  one  of  those 
culminating  points  of  his  nature  in  the  air:  Fin 
ch'an  dal  vino  calda  la  testq,.  The  highest  ex- 
pression of  sensuality  in  contrast  with  the  highest 
energy  of  feeling.  There  lies,  as  we  all  know, 
even  in  the  commonest  material  enjoyments  a 
certain  degree  of  poetry,  including  in  itself  the 
liveliest  stimulus  and  the  most   dangerous  allure- 


*  Several  critics  before  us,  like  ourselves,  have  seen 
that  Anna  raust  tile,  after  siie  has  had  Iier  revenge.  This 
probably  was  Mozaht's  thought,  and  ive  shall  find  the 
proofs  of  it  hereafter  in  the  course  of  this  analysis. 
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ment.  Tlie  intoxication  of  enjoyment  operates 
on  men,  as  we  might  fancy  the  Olympian  nectar, 
mingled  with  the  water  of  Lethe,  would.  It  ren- 
ovates the  heart  and  senses,  lifts  the  imagination 
above  what  is  common-place,  and  relieves  the 
memory  of  the  cruel  burden  of  the  actual.  Then 
for  the  time  being  do  our  most  extravagant  hopes, 
our  most  unattainable  desires  assume  the  place  of 
the  absent  reality.  All  men  and  all  women  be- 
long to  us  ;  the  look  of  beauty  gains  an  irresistible 
attractiveness ;  we  hear  the  lively  music  of  the 
feast,  as  if  it  came  out  of  ourselves;  the  whirling 
dances  of  the  ball  up-lift  us  into  imaginary  spaces, 
which  we  measure  at  convenience  like  kings ;  and 
finally  sleep  prolongs  the  delirium,  till  with  heavy 
head,  dull  spirits,  in  the  worst  of  humors,  with 
exhausted  body  and  pains  in  every  limb,  we  awake, 
and  find  ourselves  just  where  we  were  before. 
Such  are  the  workings  of  that  demoniacal  poetry, 
of  which  Fin  cli'  an  dal  vino  affords  us  the  quint- 
essence, since  it  affords  the  threefold  intoxication, 
of  wine,  of  love,  and  of  rhythmical  motion. — 
There  was  no  fear,  that  such  a  kind  of  music 
would  fail  to  work  upon  the  poor  sinners  in  the 
pit  and  boxes.  This  too  was  the  first  number, 
among  all  the  wonderful  ones  in  this  opera,  which 
Europe  found  to  its  taste ;  which  was  a  long  time 
preferred  to  all  the  others,  and  which  even  now 
beyond  comparison  finds  the  greatest  number  of 
admirers  in  all  classes  of  the  public.  (?)  The 
rhythmical  impressions  are  felt  even  by  the  least 
musical  natures,  and  Mozart  has  here  allowed 
them  that  decided  share  in  it,  which  the  text  re- 
quired, without  falling  at  the  same  time,  like  the 
Rossini  school,  into  the  peculiar  manner  of 
dance  music.  Don  Juan  is  in  splendid  humor 
and  in  the  best  ball  mood ;  but  he  does  not  dance 
yet,  and  besides,  the  ball  is  not  the  onlj'  matter 
that  now  occupies  him.  He  tastes  beforehand  in 
imagination  the  delights  of  mad  Bacchanalia,  of 
an  orgy  to  take  mind  and  breath  away,  and  of 
heroic  love  adventures,  of  which  only  he  is  capa- 
ble. All  the  delirium  of  the  singer,  expressed  in 
the  melody,  communicates  itself  irresistibly  to  the 
orchestra.  There  is  not  an  instrument,  that  does 
not  enter  into  the  stir  and  bustle ;  even  the  bass 
yields  to  the  general  impulse  and  indulges  in  his 
jumps.  From  time  to  time  the  flute's  high  tones 
are  heard  upon  a  rhythmical  accent,which  seems  to 
kindle  up  the  tempo,  as  if  they  could  not  take  it 
fast  enough.  Upon  this  dancing  fever,  expressed 
so  gracefully  and  frankly  in  the  phrases :  clii  'I 
minuello  farai  hollar;  clii  la  Foliia  farai  bailor  ; 
(Let  some  dance  the  minuet,  others  the  polka, 
&c.)  follows  the  delicious  Minor,  which  so  finely 
characterizes  a  delirium  of  quite  another  sort : 
Ed  to  fra  tanio  dalV  altro  canto,  ^'c.  (And  I 
meantime  in  the  other  corner,  &c.)  What  trans- 
porting impetus,  what  unrestrained  inspiration,  are 
felt  in  those  frequent  reiterations  of  the  mo(iy,  the 
last  of  which  leads  to  the  concluding  and  main 
thought  of  the  piece  :  Ah  !  la  mia  lista,  doman- 
mattina,  d'  una  dozzina  devi  aumentar.  (Ah  ! 
my  list,  by  to-morrow  morning,  must  be  increased 
by  a  dozen.)  We  take  Giovanni  at  his  word  in 
his  athletic  hope  ;  a  Gascon  could  not  sing  so. 

Zeelina's  air:  "Batti,  Batti.  " 

To  analyze  this  work,  scene  by  scene,  and  num- 
ber by  number,  as  we  are  doing,  is  far  more  easy 
than  it  would  be  in  any  other  opera  laid  out  on 
the  same  plan.  For  here  we  have  an  uninter- 
rupted series  of  masterpieces,  which  all  stand  so 


high  in  the  order  of  musical  cfeations,  that  you 
can  dispense  with  encomiums,  and  which  more- 
over are  all  so  different  in  character,  that  you  run 
no  risk  of  repeating  yourself  either  in  thoughts  or 
words.  Then  again,  every  piece  is  marked  by 
such  an  absolute  clearness  of  sense  and  truthful- 
ness of  analogy,  as  leave  you  no  doubt  what  you 
have  to  say  of  it.  At  every  number  one  is  tempt- 
ed to  exclaim  :  "  That  is  it ! — precisely  that !  " 
Mozart  in  this  score  has  exhausted  all  the  forms 
of  style.  We  have  just  listened  to  an  air,  whose 
wonderful  impression  depends  solely  on  the  melo- 
dy and  rhythm,  an  air  with  very  simple  melody 
and  an  instrumentation  almost  identical  with  the 
voice  part. 

Now  follows  another  aria :  Batti,  batti,  O  bel 
Masetto,  (Beat  me,  beat  me,  dear  Masetto,) 
which  is  like  a  concert  piece  for  the  orchestra, 
entirely  in  contrast  with  the  preceding  in  its  work- 
ing up,  and  quite  equal  to  it  in  truth  of  expres- 
sion. You  see  arid  hear  a  woman  before  her 
judge,  who,  driven  from  her  last  intrenchments, 
her  denials  and  her  tears,  seeks  more  to  persuade 
than  to  convince,  and  more  to  seduce  than  to  per- 
suade. Zerlina's  problem  was  a  fine  one  for  the* 
musician  ;  but  has  he  not  discharged  his  duty  to 
the  same  too  well  ?  some  rigorous  critic  will  in- 
quire. Why  this  outlay  of  coquetry  and  feminine 
seductiveness,  merely  for  the  sake  of  a  Masetto, 
the  blockhead  of  a  husband  ?  Venus's  girdle 
scientifically  unrolled,  to  muzzle  the  mouth  of  a 
bear!  Perhaps  master  Wolfgang  was  not  con- 
scious, that  there  was  in  his  aria  more  than  it  would 
take  to  turn  the  head  of  a  Don  Juan  himself. 
True  :  but  had  he  not  also  to  seduce  his  audience  ? 
It  were  best  not  to  complain  too  much  of  that. 

In  the  first  place,  we  have  here  an  obligato  vio- 
loncello part,  which  keeps  on  without  the  least 
interruption  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  You 
hear  this  insidious  bass,  as  it  twists  and  winds,  as 
it  hums  and  drones,  as  it  extends  its  treacherous 
circle  indefinitely  around  the  poor  deluded  victim. 
Upon  this  seductive  harmony  coo  the  violins  like 
turtle-doves;  the  flute  mingles  its  sweetest  sighs 
with  its  most  amorous  trills ;  when  the  voice  is  si- 
lent, its  confederates  and  gossips,  the  instruments, 
speak  for  it.  Observe,  I  pray  you,  this  sequence 
of  four  measures,  which  in  the  voice  part  repro- 
duces the  motitt  of  the  aria,  varied  by  sixteenths, 
so  that  it  may  fit  the  outline  of  the  ritornel. — 
There  are  five  instruments  :  the  bassoon,  which 
goes  with  the  violoncello  in  an  obligato  and  continu- 
ous part ;  the  flute,  which  imitates  it,  but  in  con- 
trary motion ;  the  horn,  which  has  to  hold  out  on 
the  bass  note ;  and  the  oboe,  which  descends  the 
scale  in  syncopated  eighths,  and  softens  the  pass- 
ing dissonances,  which  are  as  quickly  resolved  as 
they  are  felt.  Nothing  can  tickle  the  ear  more 
exquisitely  than  this  passage;  as  for  the  vocal 
melody,  it  expresses  pure  rustic  naturalness  and 
open-heartedness ;  it  is  the  innocent  little  Zerlina, 
who  lavishes  upon  her  dear  Masetto  the  tenderest 
caresses  and  m  the  most  true-hearted  tones  asks, 
what  she  has  done  so  wicked,  that  she  must  be  so 
hardly  treated.  As  a  discreet,  but  very  faithful 
representative  of  the  stronger  sex  on  this  occa- 
sion, Masetto  manifests  not  the  least  pleasure  any 
more  in  striking ;  scarcely  can  he  resist  the  wish 
to  embrace  the  little  rogue.  Ah !  who  of  us  has 
not  been  a  thousand  times  if  once  in  his  life  via- 
setto  and  masettissimo  (blockhead  !  )  The  Allegro 
announces  the  great  triumph  of  the  lady.  Pace, 
pace,  0  vita  mia.     (Peace,  O  peace,  my  fife,  &c.) 


From  this  moment,  the  art  and  artificiality,  whic- 
have  been  developed  in  the  andante,  are  super- 
fluous ;  the  violoncello,  gives  up  its  snake-like 
movement,  and  hastens  away  in  singular  down- 
ward scales  and  unquiet  arpeggios  ;  the  orchestra 
merely  accompanies  ;  Zerlina  abandons  herself  to 
an  unrestrained  joy,  and  the  aria  ends  with  the 
strokes  of  the  bass,  which  outlast  the  voice  for  a 
few  measures,  and  murmur  with  a  distant  sneering 
pianissimo. 

[To  be  continued.] 


Music  in  Paris. 

From  the  Paris  Correspondent  of  The  Crayon,  Jan.  4. 

//  Trovatore — Verdi  compared  to  Rossini — Mme. 
Ugalde — Mme.  Stoltz. 

Observe  how  soon  difficult  questions  are  solved. 
In  my  last  letter  I  wrote  in  relation  to  Ernani, 
that  the  audience  of  the  Italiens  were  not  yet  fa- 
miliar with  Verdi,  and  that  there  might  be  some 
difficulty  in  France  in  the  way  of  appreciating 
the  true  value  of  this  master.  Well,  what  was 
true  last  month  is  not  so  to-day  :  II  Trovatore  has 
been  played  at  the  Italiens,  and  everything  is 
changed.  Paris,  but  lately  timid,  even  hostile,  is 
now  enthusiastic.  The  rroua/ore  of  Joseph  Verdi 
was  performed  for  the  first  time  at  Rome,  at  the 
Apollo  Theatre,  during  the  carnival  of  1853,  and 
it  obtained  a  wonderful  success.  All  Italy  was 
alive  with  this  bold  work,  and  there  are  few  scenes 
in  this  opera  which  were  not  welcomed  with  re- 
newed applause.  Paris  was  behindhand,  but  now 
that  the  representation  has  taken  place,  Verdi 
himself  wilt  admit  that  he  has  lost  nothing  by 
waiting  patiently.  He  has  finally  obtained  the 
verdict  of  connoisseurs  who,  if  not  the  most  intel- 
ligent, are,  at  least,  the  most  difficult  to  please, 
and  above  all,  the  most  alive  to  every  novelty  in 
the  way  of  Art  and  of  Music. 

It  is  not  our  disposition  to  analyze  the  poem  upon 
which  Verdi  has  strung  his  melodies.  It  is  well 
known  that  authors  of  opera  libretti  pay  but  little 
attention  to  probabilities,  to  sentiment,  or  to  judg- 
ment. They  seek  first  for  musical  situations  with- 
out especially  regarduig  the  truth  of  the  causes 
which  produce  them.  This  feeling  has  governed 
Salvatore  Cammarano,  the  author  of  the  Trova- 
tore. Without  troubling  himself  about  the  etriet 
rules  of  dramatic  Art,  he  has  inlaid  his  poem  with 
murders  and  abductions,  duels  and  suicides,  and 
his  heroes  are  either  raging  or  disconsolate  despe- 
radoes. AVhat  does  it  matter,  you  will  say  with 
some  truth,  if  the  compo;er  has  been  able  to  avail 
himself  of  this  absurd  fable,  and  throw  into  it  his 
own  sentiment  and  melody  ?  Joseph  Verdi,  whose 
inspiration  is  so  dramatic,  has  rendered  II  Trova- 
tore one  of  the  most  remarkable  operas  of  the 
day.  Although  he  may  not  have  abandoned  his 
usual  means:  namely,  the  excess  of  sound — an 
overstrained,  clamorous,  and  complicated  scoring; 
melodious  passages  suddenly  interrupted — Verdi 
seems  still  to  have  made  decided  progress ;  he  is 
more  sure  of  himself,  and  it  seems  that  in  his  din 
of  musical  sound,  he  imbues  it  with  more  feeling 
and  expression.  The  chorus  of  gypsies — quite 
original — various  love  scenes,  besides  ail's  full  of 
breadth,  completely  carried  away  the  house,  and 
— a  thing  almost  unknown  in  France — the  author 
was  called  before  the  curtain  three  times.  The 
audience  of  the  Theatre  Ilalien  has  rarely  wit- 
nessed a  more  brilliant  success. 

It  is  necessary  to  say  that  the  execution  of  II 
Trovatore  was  quite  remarkable.  Graziani  and 
Gassier  gave  their  parts  with  consummate  skill. 
The  tenor,  Beaucard^,  who  made  his  debut  in  the 
character  of  Blanrico,  which  he  made  his  own  in 
Rome,  was  slightly  unwell  upon  the  first  rep- 
resentation, and  it  would  not  be  proper  to  judge 
him  by  it ;  he  is,  however,  a  conscientious  artist, 
and  one  who  is  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  Thea- 
tre Italien.  By  the  side  of  the  singers  that  we 
have  just  named,  Mesdames  Frezzolini  and  Bor- 
ghi-mamo  have  done  wonders,  and  they,  the  latter 
particularly,  added  to  the  great  success  of  the 
evening.  With  a  susceptible  nature,  and  one 
easily    moved,   Madame   Frezzolini   throws   her 
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■whole  heart  in  her  song.  She  has  an  admirable 
musical  feeling.  Madame  Borghi-mamio,  whom  I 
have  already  mentioned  in  connection  with  the 
part  of  Arsace,  in  Semiraviide,  is  decidedly  a 
most  gifted  contralto.  She  is  an  excellent  artiste, 
and  lessens  the  regrets  which  were  felt  on  the 
departure  of  Alboni.  Plays  a  very  important  part 
in  11  Trovalore,  and  she  renders  it  with  rare  fidel- 
ity, particularly  the  dramatic  recitative,  which  the 
composer  has  allotted  to  her  character.  Thanks 
to  these  competent  interpreters,  who  almost  all  of 
them  belong  to  a  new  generation  of  singers,  Verdi 
will  be  hereafter  better  represented  at  the  Thea- 
tre Ilalien  than  Eossini  himself  could  have  been 
in  his  time.  Here  we  have,  by-the-by,  just  writ- 
ten a  very  great  name.  What  will  he  say — the 
enchanting  author  of  II  Barhiere  and  La  Semi- 
ramide — what  does  he  think  at  least  of  this  music, 
which  seems  scarcely  to  be  Italian,  and  which, 
nevertheless,  modern  Italy  greets  with  such  lively 
enthusiasm  ?  With  Rossini  melody  overflows 
without  end ;  it  seems  as  if  it  might  be  conscious 
of  its  joyous  birth,  and  it  goes  swelling  onward 
and  onward  so  long  as  the  human  voice  is  capable 
of  expressing  it.  It  is  not  the  same  with  Verdi; 
his  phrase  is  short  and  abrupt ;  it  bursts  forth  in 
thousands  of  brief  and  brilliant  sparkles,  it  is  true, 
and  there  are  often  admirable  expressions  of  grief, 
joy,  and  anguish — the  tormented  spirit  and  the 
restless  soul.  The  author  of  Louisa  Miller  and 
//  Trovalore  concerns  himself  particularly  with 
expression  ;  when  the  music  does  not  meet  his 
want,  he  bursts  out  with  a  shriek.  All  the  resources 
of  the  orchestra  are  available  to  him ;  he  loves 
overwhelming  noise — the  most  resounding  sym- 
bols, drums  and  bells ;  he  has  recourse  to  every- 
thing which  vibrates  to  everything  in  the  way  of 
sound,  which  produces  stunning  effect  upon  the 
ear;  if  he  does  not  employ  cannon,  it  is  because 
all  the  cannon  of  France  have  gone  to  pass  the 
winter  at  Sebastopol.  Let  us  admit,  too,  that  in 
the  hands  of  this  skilful  master,  all  those  divine 
elements  produce  very  fine  eiFects. 

In  these  lyrical  usages,  so  opposed  to  Italian 
traditions,  may*  not  we  seek  to  establish  the  evi- 
dent influence  of  German  Art,  and  could  it  not 
be  said,  reserving  the  degree  of  comparison,  that 
Verdi  is  an  Italian  Meyerbeer. 

Whilst  the  Theatre  Ventadour  reverberates 
with  his  powerful  harmonies,  a  neighboring  estab- 
lishment— the  Opera  Comigue — is  filled  with  the 
favors  of  Flora  and  their  accompaniment,  ap- 
plause. A  charming  artist,  who  has  been  absent 
for  two  years  from  the  opera,  Mme.  Ugalde,  has 
been  cordially  welcomed  back  to  its  boards.  She 
re-appeared  in  the  part  of  Ga/a^Ae'e,  and  certainly 
she  could  not  have  chosen  a  better  one.  Received 
on  her  re-appearance  with  oft-repeated  hravas, 
she  had  scarcely  uttered  a  note  before  it  was  evi- 
dent that  her  voice  had  lost  none  of  its  richness 
and  power,  and  more  than  this  it  was  apparent 
that  Mme.  Ugalde  had  been  studying  in  her  re- 
treat. She  returns  more  sure  of  herself,  and  sub- 
stitutes a  method,  which  experience  has  perfected, 
for  the  former  inspiration  and  less  considered 
boldness  of  her  early  career.  On  this  brilliant 
occasion,  and  those  which  followed  it,  Mme.  Ugalde 
sang  and  played  her  part  of  the  Living  Statue 
with  wonderful  effect,  with  a  charmingly  truthful 
spirit.  She  is  very  much  at  home  in  comedy,  it 
is  very  apparent,  and  we  are  not  less  pleased  than 
she  is.  There  are,  in  the  second  act  of  Galathe'e, 
particularly,  some  stanzas  which  she  sings  charm- 
ingly. Animated  by  the  prayer  of  the  sculptor, 
Pygmalion,  she  comes  down  from  her  pedestal, 
and  free  from  the  cold  embrace  of  the  marble,  she 
feels  the  movement  of  life  and  all  its  charms  with 
the  curiosity  of  an  infant.  Thus,  for  the  first  time, 
at  the  table  of  a  rich  banqueter,  she  moistens  her 
virgin  lips  with  an  unknown  wine,  and  soon  ex- 
periencing the  effect  of  the  warming  draught,  she 
becomes  slightly  exhilarated  ;  then,  her  head  cov- 
ered with  myrtle  and  ivy — with  joy  on  her  lips 
and  in  her  eyes,  she  rises,  holding  the  brimming 
cup  in  her  hand,  and  sings.  The  sanzasshe  then 
gives  with  so  much  grace,  act  upon  the  public 
with  an  irresistible  charm,  and  every  evening  they 
have  to  be  repeated.  It  is  impossible  to  put  into 
song  more  expression,  more  vivacity,  and  more  of 
an  attractive  loveliness.  The  day  of  Mme.  Ugalde's 


re-appearance,  bouquets  were  thrown  in  profusion, 
and  she  was  twice  called  out.  The  public  will 
not  miss  the  way  to  the  opera  when  this  delight- 
ful cantatrice  sings. 


The  Opera  Prize. 

To  the  Editor  of  Dwight's  Journal  of  Music. 

Dear  Sir  : — You  have  already  noticed  the  new 
management  of  the  "  Academy  of  Music"  in  New 
York,  and  the  brilliant  scheme  for  future  opera- 
tions it  has  lately  issued.  The  announcement  is 
quite  splendid  in  its  promises,  and  we  entirely 
agree  in  the  opinion  that  the  "principal  object," 
which,  it  is  said,  "  shall  be  the  encouragement,  the 
development  and  the  elevation  of  American  Art 
and  artists,"  is  one  very  desirable  of  attainment  ; 
but  whether  the  true  means  of  reaching  it  are 
stated  by  the  programme  and  by  the  propositions 
therein  set  forth,  seems  a  question  of  doubtiiil  con- 
jecture. 

The  offering  a  prize  of  one  thousand  dollars  for 
a  Grand  Opera  upon  an  American  subject,  appears 
like  a  merely  ad  captandum  operation,  for  the  ob- 
ject not  so  much  of  encouraging  American  Art  or 
artists,  as  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  to  the  prize 
work,  whatever  it  may  be,  the  attention  of  that 
great  and  major  part  of  our  patrons  of  the  opera 
who  will  be  much  more  attracted  to  hear,  by  the 
relation  it  bears  to  so  many  dollars,  than  by  any 
intrinsic  merit  it  possesses,  or  by  any  true  musical 
taste  they  have.  These  knowing  patrons  are  not 
to  be  educated  out  of  their  wise  ignorance,  by  be- 
ing drawn  to  hear  an  opera  because  it  cost  a  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Maurice  Strakosch,  Bornemann  Ole  Bull,  and 
his  long  tried  favorite  "  Napoleon"  Max  Maretzek, 
(who  has  been  "  ruined  "  so  often  and  seems  to  like 
it  so  well  as  to  be  always  trying  it  over  again,) 
should  know  i^ery  well  who  in  this  country  can  write 
operas  ;  why  then,  if  they  want  American  operas, 
should  they  not  go  to  this  man  or  that  man,  whom 
they  choose,  and  say  "  Here,  my  good  American 
composer,  we  desire  to  foster  American  Art  and 
develop  it,  and  make  it  self-sustaining  and  self- 
dependent;  now  write  us  an  American  opera,  upon 
an  American  subject,  and  you  shall  have  for  it 
American  dollars." 

There  are,  in  this  country,  composers,  native  and 
naturalized,  who  have  genius  and  skill  enough, 
and  who  are  worthy  of  enough  confidence,  so  that 
a  manager  or  patron  can  safely  contract  with  them 
for  an  opera,  just  as  one  may  go  to  Powers,  or  any  of 
a  dozen  American  sculptors,  and  to  Durand  and 
Huntington,  or  any  of  a  score  of  American  paint- 
ers, and  give  a  commission  for  a  certain  landscape, 
a  certain  portrait,  a  certain  bust  or  statue  ;  trust- 
ing to  their  ability,  and  artistic  pride  and  con- 
scientiousness for  an  excellent  and  satisfactory  re- 
sult. Even  hampered  by  the  absurd  requisitions 
of  the  managers,  that  the  subject  shall  be  "  Amer- 
ican" and  by  implication  patriotic,  and  all  that  sort 
of  thing,  the  men  who  wrote  "Leonora"  and 
"  Maritana,"  can  write  "  Columbus,"  "  Washing- 
ton," "  Benedict  Arnold,"  "  Governor  Dorr,"  or 
any  other  "  American  subject,"  if  they  can  be  as- 
sured of  pay  for  their  labor. 

Again, — if  our  trio  of  managers  wish  to  develop 
and  encourage  whatever  of  latent  talent  and  genius 
there  may  be  modestly  shrinking  from  presenting 
its  productions  to  public  notice  (though  I  think 
that  not  an  American  characteristic,)  or  though 
desirous,  yet  debarred  from  doing  so  by  lack  of  op- 
portunity ;  may  it  not  be  a  more  edectnal  plan 
than  their  •announcement  contains,  if  they  shall 
cause  it  to  be  understood  that  they  will  receive 
and  examine  whatever  works  of  lyrical  drama  may 
be  presented  by  composers,  pay  a  fair  price  for 
those  they  find  worthy  of  production,   and  bring 


them  before  the  public,  not  as  prize  works,  tliat 
cost  one  thousand  dollars,  but  as  works  to  be  lis- 
tened to  because  they  are  meritorious,  and  received 
with  kind  interest,  and  judicious  criticism,  be- 
cause they  are  the  utterances  of  a  spirit  that  is 
among  us.  ^ 

A  former  article  gives  assurance  tliat  no  indif- 
ference to  any  real  encouragement  of  our  own  ar- 
tists, and  the  development  of  Art  from  our  own 
resources,  has  drawn  forth  these  remarks.  Rather 
have  they  been  elicited  by  a  jealous  desire  that 
firm  and  lasting  foundations  shall  be  laid  for  the 
Art-temple  we  would  build,  and  that  our  ministry 
to  the  only  always  pure  and  beautiful  of  the  Art 
sisters,  shall  be  true  and  earnest ;  not  noisy  char- 
latanism, w. 


What  Music  owes  to  Italy  and  Germany. 

[The  vexed  question  between  Italian  and  German  par- 
tialities in  music  will  probably  never  be  settled;  hut  the 
bold  claim  for  Italy  recently  made  by  Mr.  Fky  in  the 
Triiune,  and  the  reply  thereto  in  the  Musical  Gazelle, 
{which  has  for  an  editor  a  German  gentleman  of  much 
musical  experience  and  critical  ability,)  are  so  amusing 
and  so  instructive,  that  we  cannot  refrain  from  transfer- 
ring the  material  portions  of  them  to  our  columns.  We 
give  the  Tribune's  assertions  as  quoted  in  the  Gazelle.} 

"  We  have  no  disposition  now  to  contest  at  length  the  enor- 
mous a-«sumption  of  the  Musical  Gazette  that  wherever 
the  musical  '  art  has  entered  upon  a  new  phase,  and  has  made 
new  steps  in  its  progress,  it  has  originated  from  German  genius 
and  German  inspirations.'  History  shows  just  the  contrary. 
The  birth  of  the  fugue  and  of  all  cathedral  mu^ic — the  organ 
— did  not  come  from  Germany.  As  a  writer  of  mass-music, 
Cherubioi  has  no  equal.  Tlie  violin  is  Italitm,  the  great  alma 
mater  of  all  instrumental  musical  expre.ssion.  Up  to  the  time 
of  Viotti,  and  afterward,  Germany  has  produced  no  violinist 
who  lives  in  history.  The  modern  opera  began  in  Florence, 
ushered  in  by  the  fither  of  Galileo,  and  this  opera  regenerated 
music,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  all  the  expressions  of  all  the 
schools  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music  All  tliat  is  great, 
good,  or  novel  in  the  art  of  singing  comes  originally  from  Italy. 
'  The  Italian  method  of  singing'  is  the  orUy  one  accepted  by 
the  world.  The  first  sonatas,  world-renowned,  were  those  of 
Corelii,  an  Italian.  Boccheriui,  before  Haydn,  '  fixed  the  quin- 
tet,' the  equivalent  of  the  quartet  in  chamber  classic  excellence. 
The  two  grandest  works  on  musical  Watory  during  the  last  cen- 
tury, were  the  magnificent  church-music  and  contrapuntal 
history  of  Padre  Martini,  an  Italian,  the  greatest  contrapuntist 
of  the  age,  which  occupied  him  sixty  years  in  producing;  and 
that  of  tlie-immortal  Dr.  Burne}^  an  Englishman,  who  labored 
and  triiveled  thirty  years  to  give  the  world  his  labors.  The 
great  Purcell,  of  England,  was  not  exceeded  by  any  cotenipo- 
rary  of  bis  century,  and  Handel,  a  hundred  years  .after,  has 
copied,  but  not  added,  to  his  Saxon  vigor.  The  writer  who  has 
given  music  a  briltianry  of  orchestration  it  never  possessed  be- 
fore is  Rossini,  an  Itahao.  The  meteor  of  his  era,  Paganini, 
was  an  Italian  ;  and  the  most  wonderful  artist  now  living,  Bot- 
tesini,  is  also  an  Italian.  Germany  has  never  produced  a  Pasta, 
a  Grisi,  a  Rubini,  aTamburini,  a  Lablacbe  The  catalogue  of 
musical  critical  writings  in  Germany  may  outweigh,  in  a  physi- 
cal lump,  that  of  other  nations,  but  that  is  all.  It  can  show 
no  such  original  work  on  the  voice  as  the  Italian  ;  none  on  the 
violin  equal  (at  the  time)  to  Viotti  or  Paganini.  In  biography, 
it  can  show,  by  no  single  man,  comparable  to  F6tis,  a  French- 
man, in  his  colossal  dictionary,  the  result  of  travel,  and  of  a 
library  said  to  reach  thirty  thousand  volumes,  the  finest  in  Eu- 
rope. In  writings  on  the  music  of  the  middle  ages,  unques- 
tionably the  greatest  work  is  by  a  Frenchman.  No  work  on 
instrumentation  is  equal  to  that  of  Berlioz,  another  French- 
man. The  undying  labors  of  Chladni  in  acoustics  have  never 
been  paralleled.  And  so  we  could  cite  a  volume  of  facts  in  de- 
nial of  the  assertion  of  the  Gazette.  Germany  has  im- 
proved or  perfected  certain  departments  of  the  musical  art ; 
hut  the  origin  of  vocal,  instrumental,  and  historical  art  does 
not  belong  to  her.  *  The  mother  of  arts'  is  Italy.  Even  Gluck, 
who  was  a  reformer,  was  from  twenty  to  thirty  years  learning 
to  treat  the  voice  vocally  in  Italy.  Mozart's  music  is  more  the 
Italian  of  his  era  than  Cheruhini's  of  his.  Haydn's  master, 
Porpora,  was  an  Italian.  Beethoven  learned  the  dramatic  art 
(as  far  iis  he  knew  it)  from  Salieri,  an  Italian.  Meyerbeer  hav- 
ing failed  wicii  the  public  in  early  life,  his  tutor  advised  him  to 
go  to  Italy  to  study  how  to  make  melody  for  the  voice,  which 
he  did.  Only  one  of  the  superlative  piano  celebrities  now  in 
Europe,  or  who  has  innovated  within  a  few  years,  is  German, 
namely  Thalberg.  Liszt  is  a  Hungarian,  and  Chopin  was  a 
Pole." 

We  can  not  imagine  that  all  this  is  seriously  in- 
tended. In  all  our  career  of  journalism,  we  have 
met  with  nothing  to  compare  with  this  specimen  of 
special  pleading.  Reader,  listen  to  it;  it  is  really 
curious.  Because  Haydn,  during  three  months,  ac- 
companied on  the  piano-forte  while  Porpora  was 
giving  singing-lessons  to  the  mistress  of  the  Vene- 
tian ambassador,  therefore  he  composed  those  quar- 
tets, sym|ihonies,  oratorios,  and  masses  which  are 
the  very  opposite  of  the  Italian  style?  Because  ha 
lived  three  months  with  an  Italian  maestro,  that  ho 
might  listen  to  his  instructions  on  the  voice,  there/ore 
he  created  the  present  quartet  and  symphony !  Be- 
cause Beethoven  did  not  take  lessons  of  Salieri,  ('who, 
moreover,  visited  Vienna  in  his  sixteenth  year,  and 
there  received  instructions  from  a  Gei'man  composer, 
and   afterwards  had  only  one  idol — Gluck,)  tha-e/ore 
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he  learned  the  dramatic  art  ("  as  far  as  he  knew  it" !) 
from  Salieri !  Most  probably  the  editor  of  The  Tri- 
bune ha3  read  somewhere,  (perhaps  in  Fetis, )  that 
Salieri  lived  in  Vienna  at  the  same  time  with  Beet- 
hoven, and  thinks  this  fact  quite  a  sufficient  reason 
to  attribute  the  dramatic  music  of  a  master  lilce  Beet- 
hoven— (that  Fidelia,  which  is  so  thoroughly  Ger- 
man, advancing  the  reform  of  Glflck,  and  in  some 
measure  laying  the  foundation  of  the  new  dramatic 
school  of  Germany) — to  one  like  Salieri.  But  let  us 
continue  :  Because  Gluck  studied,  according  to  The 
Tribune,  in  early  life  in  Italy,  how  to  treat  the  voice, 
therefore  he  abandoned  the  dramatic  and  musical  non- 
sense of  Italian  opera,  and  undertook  that  revolution 
to  which  we  owe  the  first  real  dramatic  opera  !  Be- 
cause he  left  off  writing  after  the  Italian  patterns,  his 
reform  is  owing  to  Italy  !  Because  Meyerbeer  learned 
in  Italy  "how  to  make  melodies  for  the  voice,"  there- 
fore he  created  his  own  style — that  style  which  is  nei- 
ther Italian,  nor  French,  nor  German  !  Really,  after 
all  this,  we  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Tribune  has  never  made  the  acquaintance  of  Gluck 
or  Meyerbeer  through  their  works,  or  he  would  have 
known  that  while  the  one  is  German,  the  other,  in 
the  phrasing  of  his  melodies,  must  he  considered 
much  more  French  than  any  thing  else.  It  was  only 
from  the  moment  that  Meyerbeer  ceased  to  compose 
merely  after  the  manner  acquired,  according  to  the 
Tribune,  in  Italy,  of  "  writing  melodies  for  the  voice," 
that  he  became  a  reformer  in  the  opinion  of  the  mas- 
ses,  and  that  his  name  acquired  a- European  fame. 

We  are  well  aware  that,  even  in  the  past  two  or 
three  centuries,  there  have  been  great  musical  men  in 
Italy ;  but  it  was  only  from  the  time  they  left  Italy, 
and  its  ways,  that  the  world  hailed  them  as  men  of 
genius.  If  Handel,  Gluck,  and  Mozart  had  re- 
mained in  Italy,  and  continued  to  compose  as  they 
commenced,  the  world  would  not  now  speak  of 
them,  and  musical  history  would  neveV  have  had  to 
chronicle  one  as  the  creator  of  that  which,  in  modem 
times,  is  called  oratorio  ;  the  other  as  the  creator  of 
the  present  musical  drama;  and  Mozart  as  the  cre- 
ator of  the  universal  opera.  True,  the  Tribune  con- 
siders Mozart's  music  as  the  Italian  music  of  his 
era;  but  we  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  it  would 
point  ns  to  the  Italian  composer  previous  to  Mozart, 
who  wrote  in  the  style  of  the  author  of  Z^on  Gio- 
vanni, Nozze  di  Figaro,  Idomeneo,  Zauberflote,  and  so 
on.  '-Mozart's  music  is  more  tlie  Iialian  music  of 
his  era  than  Cherubini's  was  of  his"?  Can  it  be 
that  the  Tribune  is  not  aware  that  Cherubini's  great- 
est compositions  were  composed  after  those  of  Mo- 
zart, and  that  he  considered  himself  a  follower  of 
Gluck  and  Mozart  %  Has  its  editor  ever  listened  to 
Cherabini's  Wassertrdger '?  Impossible  I  else  he 
would  have  .seen  the  most  positive  indications  of  the 
influence  of  Mozart  in  this  opera.  How  could  the 
music  of  Cherubini  reflect  the  Italian  music  of  his 
era,  when  it  was  so  evidently  modeled  after  that  of 
Mozart?  But  again.  Has  Cherubini  no  equal  as  a 
mass-writer  ?  What  shall  we  say  of  the  immortal 
Requiem,  acknowledged  by  the  most  distinguished 
musicians  as  the  grandest  of  church  music  ?  And  is 
there  no  D  major  mass  of  Beethoven  1  It  really 
seems  as  if  the  Tribune  deemed  itself  writing  for 
children  incapable  of  a  reply.  Blunders  follow  blun- 
ders— historical  as  well  as  logical— assertions  so  fab- 
ulous that  they  ought  to  excite  only  a  smile  from 
any  musical  critic  of  1855.  "Handel  added  nothing 
to  Purcell "  !  Don't  laugh,  reader ;  the  laugh  will 
come  in  much  better  hereafter ! 

But  let  us  pass  on  to  Rossini  and  his  "brilliant 
orchestration."  Rossini's  Tancred,  that  opera  which 
first  gave  its  author  a  name,  appeared  in  1813. — 
Admitting  that  the  Tribune  is  right  in  its  assertion 
that  the  brilliancy  of  the  orchestration  of  this  opera 
was  such  as  to  advance  musical  art,  what  is  to  be 
said  of  one  Spontini,  whose  Vestale  had  received 
the  prize  in  1807,  six  years  before  ?  Or  of  that 
other  opera  which  appeared  in  1809,  and  has  been 
acknowledged  as  a  work  of  some  brilliancy  of  or- 
chestration, whose  title  was  Ferdinand  Cortez  ? 
And,  moreover,  what  is  to  be  said  of  one  Mozart, 
whose  Don  Giovanni  appeared  in  1787  ?  Now 
which  comes  first  in  the  history  of  musical  art, 
the  instrumental  brilliancy  of  Rossini,  in  1813,  or 
the  instrumental  brilliancy  of  Mozart,  in  17S7  ? — 
And  which  of  these  two  operas  has  exerted  the 
most  beneficial  influence  upon  dramatic  music  ? 
Rossini  seems  to  be  a  special  favorite  with  the  edi- 
tor of  the  Tribune.  Perhaps  under  such  circum- 
stances it  will  do  him  no  harm  to  listen  to  the  fol- 
lowing anecdote,  for  the  exact  truth  of  which  we 
can  vouch.  When  in  1836,  Rossini  visited  Frank- 
fort-on-the-Maine,  a  dinner-party  was  given  in  his 
honor.  A  wealthy  merchant,  who  had  formerly 
belonged  to  the  committee  of  the  theatre,  gave  the 
first  toast  as  follows:  "  To  the  only  true  music — 
the  Italian  music  ;  here  (turning  to  Rossini  who  sat 


near  him)  is  its  greatest  representative  ;  may  he," 
etc.  Rossini  returned  thanks  somewhat  coldly, 
and  in  a  very  few  words,  as  though  he  were  not 
wholly  pleased  with  the  compliment.  Shortly  af- 
ter, a  neighbor  privately  asked  Rossini  why  it  was 
that  he  no  longer  composed  any  thing  except  now 
and  then  a  trifling  romance  or  similar  bagatelle. 
The  maestro  addressed  his  reply  aloud  to  all  the 
assembled  guests,  speaking  in  French  :  "Gentle- 
men, I  have  been  asked  why  I  no  longer  compose, 
and  here  is  my  answer.  I  am  tired  of  that  ever- 
lasting dum-dum-dum-dum  ;  I  do  not  like  to  com- 
pose in  the  French  style,  and  in  German  I  can  not. 
I  feel  that  my  powers  are  not  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  shades  of  Mozart  and  Beethoven."  The  party 
thundered  out  their  hearty  applause  for  the  frank- 
hearted  composer,  while  the  giver  of  the  toast,  as 
may  well  be  supposed,  looked  somewhat  abashed. 
So  spoke  Rossini  himself  in  regard  to  German 
music.  When  Cherubini  listened  in  Paris  for  the 
first  time  to  a  symphony  of  Haydn,  he  was  quite 
overcome  with  his  emotions.  He  listened  with  the 
deepest  interest  and  excitement,  and  at  the  conclu- 
sion his  eyes  filled  with  tears.  From  that  instant 
the  direction  of  his  whole  future  artistic  career  was 
determined.  To  his  dying  day,  Spontini  spoke 
with  the  most  unbounded  enthusiasm  of  the  im- 
pressions made  upon  him  by  Gluck's  Iphigenia  in 
Jlulis.  We  could  quote  many  more  similar  testi- 
monials of  the  most  celebrated  Italian  composers 
to  the  superiority  of  German  music;  but  we  think 
we  have  already  given  more  than  enough  to  prove 
what  in  this  period  of  musical  art,  no  one  of  genu- 
ine musical  feeling  and  knowledge  will  deny. 

(Conclusion  next  week.) 


More  about  Musical  Libraries, 

Berlin,  Jan.  14, 1855. 

Dear  Dwight : — I  know  it  is  of  no  use,  still  there  is  a 
possibility — the  barest — that  something  may  be  done. 
I  mean  in  reference  to  books — books — books.  I  know  of 
standing  orders  from  Edinburgh  and  other  places  to  buy 
at  any  price  all  that  is  necessary  for  a  complete  musical 
library,  in  so  far  at  least  as  the  student  of  the  University 
can  read,  and  it  grieves  me  to  see  that  I  can  avail  my- 
self of  none  of  the  opportunities  which  occur  to  secure 
for  some  institution  or  other  in  Boston  or  New  York, 
works  which  we  must  have  some  time  or  other,  if  we 
would  ever  afford  musical  students  any  proper  advan- 
tages at  home,  and  which  we  may  have  to  pay  for  at  no 
small  cost.  Had  we  but  a  nucleus  for  a  library,  it  would 
of  itself  grow.     But  to  the  point. 

You  remember  the  story  of  Kies  and  Beethoven,  and 
the  consecutive  fifths.  "  Who  forbids  them  ?"  asked 
the  master  several  times.  "  Marpurg,  Kirnberger,  Fuchs, 
&c.,  &c. ;  all  the  theorists,"  said  the  pupil.  These 
were  the  great  names  in  the  Theory  of  music,  fifty 
years  since;  they  are  the  great  names  now.  Two  others 
of  their  own  century,  Rameau,  and  Mattheson,  and  two 
of  this,  Reicha  and  Albrechtsberger,  may  be  said  to 
complete  the  list.  Upon  them  all  others  build.  Gottfried 
Weber  is  already  laid  upon  the  shelf;  Marx  is  not  yet 
universally  acknowledged  in  what  is  new  in  his  system, 
while  in  what  is  not  new  he  builds  upon  them.  No 
library  can  pretend  to  be  complete  in  the  department  of 
theory,  without  these  works,  while  at  the  same  time 
they  are  not  what  many  men  would  care  about  possess- 
ing inHheir  private  collections. 

I  look  upon  our  country  as  destined  to  play  a  great 
part  in  the  future  development  of  music,  and  that  for 
another  reason  than  that  "  brother  Jonathan "  is 
"smarter  than  all  creation" — (thank  God  I  am  free  from 
that  kind  of  folly) — because  in  our  country  we  have  no 
music  of  our  own ;  we  have  no  preference  for  any  one 
school  over  another;  we  love  all  schools,  honor  all 
schools  and  find  good  in  all  schools.  Dr.  Tuckerman 
delves  in  the  noble  mine  of  English  cathedral  music. 
Southard  studies  the  mysteries  of  the  deepest  harmonies 
of  Cherubini  and  Beethoven.  Some  of  us  go  abroad  to 
study  the  music  and  song  of  the  black-eyed  Italians, 
others  enter  the  Conservatorium  at  Leipsic.  Fry  went 
to  Paris.  And  if  there  be  any  school  which  we  do  not 
ourselves  go  abroad  to  acquire  and  bring  home,  our  land 
is  that  city  of  refuge  to  which  artists  of  every  kmdred, 
nation  and  tongue  under  heaven  hasten  for  safety,  bring- 
ing with  them  the  best  they  can. 

Did  it  ever  strike  you  how  catholic  we  are  in  this 
matter?  We  are  at  an  evening  gathering.  We  will 
sing;  but  what?     Shall  it  be  an  Irish  song  by  Moore? 


A  Scotch  melody  with  tears  in  it?  A  gem  of  German 
Song?  Something  French,  Itafian,  Spanish  or  English? 
Open  your  glee  or  song  book,  yon  have  them  all  ?  We 
will  dance.  Shall  the  waltz  be  by  Rossini,  Weber, 
Strauss,  Anber,  Gungi,  Balfe,  or  some  Englishman  or 
American  ?  We  have  them  from  all  nations.  "  Some- 
thing must  come  of  it"— and  something  good. 

Something  must  be  done  for  church  music  too.  We 
cannot  go  on  as  at  present,  if  we  would  preserve  onr 
character  as  a  church-going  people.  There  must  be 
more  worship  and  praise,  as  well  as  the  present  amount 
of  didactic  instruction  and  preaching.  The  150th 
Psalm  is  too  much  of  a  dead  letter. 

Now  as  it  is  with  other  things,  so  it  is  with  music.  No 
science  or  art  can  prosper  without  due  means  of  instruc- 
tion. In  1843  came  the  great  comet,  and  the  universal 
cry  from  the  Press  was,  why  does  not  Harvard  College 
signalize  herself  by  observing  this  splendid  visitor?  She 
bad  not  the  necessary  means.  Instruments  and  books 
were  wanting,  and  the  property  nominally  hers  was  so 
tied  up  that  the  want  could  not  be  supplied.  A  sub- 
scription of  a  few  thousand  dollars  enabled  her  to  take  a 
stand  in  astronomy  a  few  years  later,  of  which  I  am 
daily  proud.  Twenty-five  years  ago,  "  Who  reads  an 
American  book?"  was  a  question  which  applied  to  our 
own  history  as  well  as  to  other  departments  of  letters. 
Thorndike  and  Eliot  founded  each  a  library  of  American 
History  abroad,  which  they  purchased  and  thus  laid  the 
foundation  of  that  noble  collection  at  Cambridge.  Now 
a  writer  on  any  branch  of  American  History  can  h«ve 
access,  if  not  to  all  he  wants,  to  truly  noble  sources  of  in- 
formation in  that  queer  library  chapel  at  Old  Cambridge- 
There  is  a  small  fund  there  which  enables  one  to  study 
English iiterature  to  some  advantage  at  least;  another 
that  provides  all  that  the  mathematician  wants— but 
alas  1  for  him  who  cares  for  Art.  And  especially  if  that 
art  be  music.  You  must  go  three  thousand  miles  to 
to  find  music  books.  The  trouble  with  us,  say  our 
German  friends,  is,  that  we  are  so  superficial — that  we 
have  a  little  smattering  of  all  sorts  of  science  and  learn- 
ing, but  know  nothing  well.  And  I  feel  that  there  is  too 
much  ground  for  this.  Whose  fault. is  it?  Not  the 
student's,  be  studied  all  that  his  teacher  gave  him  to 
learn ;  and  the  teacher  did  all  he  could  with  the  means 
at  his  command.  (I  do  not  know  whether  to  blush  or 
laugh  when  I  look  at  the  huge  list  of  Colleges  and  Uni- 
versities ( 1)  in  the  American  Almanac,  with  the  number 
of  professors  and  volumes  of  books  in  their  Hbraries.  A 
University— place  to  teach  universal  knowledge— with 
four  professors  and  1200  volumes  of  books!!)  Superfi- 
cial we  must  be,  and  especially  in  music,  in  a  country 
where  500  volumes  of  books  is  thought  a  fine  collection 
of  musical  works !  and  where  there  is  no  opportunity  of 
hearing  regularly  and  of  comparing  the  different  schools 
of  opera,  and  where  the  greatest  works  of  the  greatest 
musicians  —  those  for  the  church- are  generally  un- 
known. I  groan  when  I  think  of  the  harvests  Jenny 
Lind,  and  Sontag,  et  id  omne  genus,  gathered  in  our 
country.  If  Barnum  wouW  give  the  tenth  part  of  what 
he  drew  from  Boston,  for  the  cause  of  music  there,  it 
would  be  some  reparation.  Is  not  the  inscription  upon 
Wren's  monument  in  St.  Paul's  Church  something  like 
this  ?  Si  monumenium  qumi-is,  circumspice.  What  Amer- 
ican lover  of  music  will  have  this  inscribed  upon  the 
walls  of  the  "  Boston  Musical  Library,"  and  so  be  held 
in  everlasting  remembrance?  Providence  works  it 
curiouslv  in  this  respect;  where  it  gives  the  will,  the 
means  are  wanting.     Is  the  converse  eqnally  true? 

That  renowned  individual,  Mr.  Weller  the  younger, 
the  depth  and  sense  of  whose  aphorisms,  almost  upon 
their  first  acquaintance,  caused  Mr.  Pickwick  to  endow 
him  with  the  title  of  Philosopher  [1st  Pick.  Pap.,  I  for- 
get what  page],  speaking  of  some  domestic  calamity, 
remarks  that  "  When  he  gets  upon  the  grievance,  his 
tongue  runs  like  a  barrow  with  the  wheel  greased." 
I  cite  this  authority  as  an  apology  for  having  wandered 
so  to  the  four  winds  from  my  text— for  I  had  one— 
namely,  the  works  of  the  great  Theorists  above  quoted. 
For  my  particular  studies  in  music  there  is  little  in  them, 
though  I  have  sought  one  of  Mattheson's  works  for 
years  in  vain  and  with  little  regard  to  the  price.  But 
there  are  others  in  Boston  and  New  York,  and  the  num- 
ber is  constantly  increasing,  to  whom  they  are  invalua- 
ble. For  them  I  wrii:e  and  for  the  musical  public  gen- 
erally. 
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Mattheson  was  the  celebrated  Hamburg  Kapellmeister 
in  the  days  of  Handel.  He  was  singer,  actor,  writer  of 
musical  theory,  histoiy,  and  criticism,  was  high  in  offices 
of  the  State,  and  boasted  that  he  had  written  more  books 
than  he  lived  years,  and  upon  all  sorts  of  topics,  was 
composer  of  many  operas,  and  very  successful  ones  too; 
finally  at  the  good  old  age  of  S3,  be  slept  with  his  fa- 
thers. A  good  sketch  of  his  life,  if  not  too  much  con- 
fined to  statistics,  could  not  faii  of  interesting  the  readers 
of  the  Journal. 

"  Marpurg,"  says  Schilling  in  his  great  Lexicon, 
"  stands  next  to  Mattheson,  among  the  greatest  German 
writers  in  musical  theory  and  literafui^."  He  died  at 
Berlin,  in  1795,  aged  77  _years. 

Kirnberger  (born  1721,  died  1783)  was  a  scholar  of 
John  Sebastian  Bach,  one  (f  the  great  names  quoted  by 
Ries,  and  one  whose  works  I  find  are  among  those  most 
called  for  at  the  great  library,  by  the  highest  class  of 
students.  He  was  recommended  by  Graun,  and  for  a 
long  series  of  years,  Kapellmester  to  a  sister  of  Fred- 
erick H.,  (whom  the  Germans  call  Great),  a  position 
which  gave  him  a  subsistence  and  leisure  to  make  those 
deep  studies  and  researches,  which  placed  him  in  the 
elevated  rank  he  holds  in  musical  history, 

Rameau  I  consider  by  far  the  greatest  name  in  French 
musical  history — Ch«rubini  was  an  Italian,  Gluck  a 
Gei-man,  Reicha  the  same,  &c.  He  was  born  at  Dijon, 
1683,  died  at  Paris,  1764,  just  after  he  had  been  raised  to 
the  rank  of  a  noble  of'  France  by  the  king,  as  a  mark  of 
respect  for  his  extraordinary  talents. 

Tartmi,  so  well  known  in  musical  anecdote  for  his 
"  Devil's  Sonata,"  was  the  greatest  Italian  theorist  of 
his  time,  and  a  contemporary  of  Handel  and  Mattheson. 

And  now  finally  to  the  point. 

In  the  course  of  my  inquiries  for  the  books  I  happen 
to  need,  I  frequently  hear  of  collections  which  are  very 
valuable  in  tiiemselves,  but  not  at  all  to  my  purpose. 
One  of  the  latest  of  these  is  something  extraordinary, 
though  I  suppo.fie  not  many  readers  of  the  Journal  can 
see  exactly  how.  They  must  take  the  word  of  such 
men  as  Professor  Dehn,  Librarian  of  the  musical  de- 
partment of  the  Royal  Library  here,  for  the  fact.  A 
gentleman,  now  in  years,  has  had  for  his  particular 
"  hobby  "  for  a  long  series  of  years  the  collection  of  the 
complete  musical  works  of  tlie  leading  theorists.  To 
give  an  idea  of  the  difficulty  of  effecting  this,  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  state  that  it  took  him,  as  I  am  credibly  informed, 
to  make  his  Mattheson  complete,  thirty^one  years  !  In 
neither  of  the  great  libraries  of  London  and  Paris,  Prof. 
Dehn  tells  me,  are  the  works  of  Mattheson,  Marpurg, 
Kirnberger  and  Rameau  complete;  of  Marpurg  there  is 
no  complete  collection  even  in  Vienna.  Prof.  Dehn 
moreover  knows  but  four  iibraties  in  Europe  which  pos- 
sess Mattheson  entire.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
does  seem  as  if  it  would  be  a  grandly  creditable  thing 
for  our  conntry  if  we  could  set  a  paragraph  afloat  that 
such  a  collector,  or  such  a  library  in  benighted,  money- 
getting  America  had  purchased  this  collection,  which  is 
now  to  be  obtained.  It  has  not  yet  been  offered  pnblidy, 
nor  will  it  he  before  such  a  time  elapses  as  would  enable 
us  to  secure  it.  Did  I  suppose  that  there  was  really  any 
hope  of  an  American  purchaser  being  found,  I  would 
have  given  time  enough  to  the  work  to  have  sent  a 
somewhat  particular  account  of  the  collection,  but  as  it 
is,  the  following  must  answer.  The  collection  consists 
of— 

Mattlwson's  Complete  Works,  Historical,  Critical,  and  Theo- 
retical.—There  are  between  30  and  40  different  works,  some 
in  ff'lio,  (as  the  VollkomTnenej  Kapellmeister ,)  some  in  4to, 
and  others  again  in  8vo.  Many  eu  rious  looking  old  tomes, 
and  of  no  great  value  in  themselves,  others  of  very  high 
worth.  The  whole  would  cost  from  3F2  to  S3  per  vol.  Some 
would  sell  here  for  three  or  four  times  that,  but  the  owner 
is  unwilling  to  separate  them. 

Marpurg's  Complete  Works,  over  20  vols,  folio,  quarto,  and 
8vo.  Among  them  are  periodicals  very  rare  and  of  high 
value,  viz  ; — Kritischs  Brie/e^  2  vols,  small  quarto,  and  His- 
lorisrlie  Beitr'dge^  5  vols.  Bvo.  These  would  cost  about  S2 
per  vol. 

Kirnberger.  Complete  Works,  some  six  or  seven  in  number. 
The  whole  would  cofit  probably  ®15. 

Rameau  Cximplate  Theoretical  Works,  six  large  vols,  folio 
and  quarto,  of  a  much  higher  price,  say  S5  or  S6  per  vol. 

Tartini's  "  Trattato  di  Armenia,"  (very  rare,)  1  vol.  4to.    S3. 


The  collection  might  be  bought,  probably,  for  200  to 
215  thalers,  (of  seventy-two  cents  each,)  which,  after 
seeing  some  of  the  book  bills  of  various  Libraries  in 
Europe  for  musical  works,  seems  to  me  a  small  sura  for 
the  object  in  view. 

I  confess  two  very  strong  reasons  against  their  pur- 
chase: 1,  that  these  works  .are  not  in  English,  and,  2. 
that  if  they  were,  not  a  novel-reader  in  Boston  wo\tld 
want  to  read  them.  And  then  on  the  other  hand,  the.se 
seem  to  me  very  powerful  reasons  for  placing  them  in 
some  public  library. 

There,  I  have  done  my  dnty  in  the  premises.  Good 
bye.  A.  w.  T. 


DmigjjfH  %\\xm\  nf  y^mu. 
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Last  of  the  Opera. 

La  Sossambula,  (  Wednesday,  7th.) 
Stormy  weather  and  a  common  presentiment 
that  Grisi  could  scarcely  appear  to  her  best  ad- 
vantage in  the  character  and  music  of  Amina, 
caused  a  considerable  falling  off  of  audience. 
Those  who  had  faith  were  rewarded.  The  prima 
donna,  to  be  sure,  was  less  tastefully  dressed  and- 
looked  less  charmingly  in  this  part  than  in  others  ; 
nor  could  she  render  such  florid  music  as  Come 
per  me  sereno,  &c.,  as  we  had  heard  it  (from 
LiND,  SONTAG,  Bosio,  Laborde,  and  how 
many  others.)  yet  she  surprised  and  delighted 
all,  she  touched  every  heart,  by  some  of  the  finest, 
truest  dramatic  pathos  which  she  has  exhibited 
in  any  character.  The  impersonation  throughout, 
60  far  as  acting  went,  was  perfect.  The  good- 
hearted,  simple  joy  and  pride  of  the  young  pea- 
sant bride  in  the  first  scene  was  charming.  In 
the  chamber  scene,  the  perfect  abandon  of  unsus- 
pecting joy  with  which,  roused  from  sleep,  she 
recognizes  and  springs  to  her  lover,  was  like  the 
bursting  of  full  sunshine  into  a  dark  room ;  and 
the  bewildered  agony  with  which  she  finds  herself 
accused  and  repulsed  was  made  thrillingly  intense 
and  natural.  Of  course  too  in  the  last  scene  (for 
Grisi  is  always  wonderful  in  the  transitions  from 
delirium  to  sanity)  she  distanced  all  that  we  have 
seen  before,  and  the  realizing  fervor  of  her  action 
seemed  to  summon  to  her  all  the  vocal  powers  she 
needed  for  at  least  a  most  expressive  delivery  of 
Ah  !  non  giunge. 

But  Mario,  as  if  to  make  up  for  short  measure 
in  Semiramkle,  exerted  himself  this  evening  to  the 
utmost,  and  gave  all  the  trying  and  sustained  mu- 
sic of  Elvino  with  such  energy  and  fervor,  and 
such  constant  exercise  of  his  best  chest  voice,  as 
he  had  not  vouchsafed  on  any  previous  occasion'. 
He  sang  exquisitely  in  the  duet :  Prendi  V  aneW 
(take  now  the  ring,)  and  in  the  concerted  music 
of  the  chamber  scene,  and  more  especially  in  the 
scene  ending  with  the  famous:  Ah  !  perche  non 
posso  odiarti,  his  tones  were  full  of  passion  and 
electrified  the  house.  Yet  one  felt  that  his  voice 
wrestled  at  some  disadvantage  with  such  lengths  of 
very  trying  music. 

SnsiNi's  voice  was  rather  dry  in  the  part  of  the 
Count,  yet  he  sang  well.  We  understand  that  we 
have  really  had  no  opportunity  to  know  Susini's 
voice,  he  having  sung  with  a  throat  constantly 
inflamed  and  raw  with  caustic  ever  since  he  came 
to  this  country.  Donovani's  Lisa  was  passa- 
ble, but  the  choruses  were  frequently  confused  and 
slovenly,  and  in  their  boisterous  loudness  quite  too 
literally  rustic. 


Norma — LueiA  di  Lammekmoor,  (last  net.) 

Of  Grisi's  Norma,  Friday  evening,  we  have 
little  to  add  to  what  we  said  the  first  time.  It 
was  the  same  lyrico-dramatic  triumph,  that  loses 
nothing  by  repetition.  A  near  seat — one  of  the 
nearest — only  brought  out  and  enhanced  to  us  the 
majesty  and  beauty  of  her  entire  impersonation 
to  the  eye.  There  were  continually  attitudes, 
poses,  expressions  which  one  wanted  to  arrest,  so 
perfectly  ideal  seemed  they,  so  like  some  glorious 
old  masterpiece  of  a  painter's  happiest  hour  of 
genius  made  alive.  Mario  left  his  ungrateful 
part  of  PoUio  to  Signor  Lorini,  who  sustained  it 
very  creditably  and  with  a  conscientious  thorough- 
ness, both  vocal  and  histrionic.  In'  voice  and  style 
of  singing  he  has  gained,  since  we  Ia,st  heard  him. 

The  occasion  was  chosen  for  a  grand  iloral 
ovation  in  honor  of  the  Grisi.  Huge  pyramids 
and  baskets  of  the  rarest  flowers  were  handed  up 
to  her  from  the  orchestra,  and  the  stage  was  cover- 
ed with  the  storm  of  bouquets  from  all  quarters. 
The  enthusiasm  was  hearty  and  unanimous,  and 
the  audience  almost  as  large  as  on  the  first  night 
of  Norma. 

Was  it  an  idle  fancy  that  suggested  to  us  this 
time  some  traces  of  an  influence  (conscious  or  un- 
conscious) of  Rossini's  Semiramide  in  the  concep- 
tion and  composition  of  Norma  ?  Certainly  in 
Norma's  great  dramatic  passage  :  Ah  !  non  tre- 
mare,  the  phrasing  of  the  music  is  much  after  the 
same  cut  with  that  of  the  great  scene  between 
Semiramide  and  Assur;  running  figures  in  the 
accompaniment  are  here  and  there  strikingly  simi- 
lar in  the  two  operas;  there  is  the  same  continued 
stretch  of  female  duet  in  the  middle  of  the  two 
pieces,  (omitted  in  the  Semiramide  as  given  here  ;) 
and  finally  the  something  picturesque,  iinposing 
and  attractive  that  there  was  in  a  plot  so  Oriental 
and  remote,  in  which  a  priesthood  figured  so  much 
in  the  foreground,  might  have  stimulated  the 
young  composer  to  seek  a  subject  of  not  less  in- 
terest or  novelty  in  the  Druid  priesthood  of  the 
North. 

Mario  had  saved  himself  for  the  last  scene  of 
Lucia, — Edgardo's  tragical  soliloquy  of  despair  and 
dying  invocation  to  the  beW  alma  inamorata. — 
Truly  most  exquisite,  impassioned  singing  it  was, 
all  of  it.  In  nothing,  except  Jl  mio  tesoro,  has 
the  beauty,  the  sweetness,  the  far-reaching  warmth 
and  tenderness  of  his  voice  been  so  completely 
felt.  Every  note  had  its  "  tear  in  it."  Benedetti 
(who  should  \ia,v&  been  a  great  tenor  singer)  had 
more  power,  and  always  made  a  certain  magnet- 
ism of  character  felt  in  this  and  in  other  parts. 
But  Mario  showed  no  lack  of  power,  and  in 
quality  of  voice,  in  artistic  perfection  of  style,  in 
pathos,  and  general  truth  of  impersonation,  left 
nothing  to  be  desired.  What  must  not  that  voice 
have  been,  in  i^s  prime  and  in  its  full  strength? 
As  it  is,  we  have  known  nothing  like  its  refined 
intrinsic  sweetness.  We  only  taissed  here  the 
thrilling  power  of  that  prolonged  high  note,  that 
cry  of  agony,  with  which  Benedetti  used  to  rush 
to  the  front  of  the  stage,  while  the  choriw  sang 
through  their  sympathetic  strain. 

Last  Performance;  Semiramide. 
Saturday  afternoon  the  splendid  Boston  The- 
atre was  crowded  with  listeners  to  the  sixteenth 
and  last  operatic  performance  of  Grisi  and  Mario 
in  Boston.  Semiramide  was  given  essentially  as 
before,  with  the  same  pomp  of  spectacle,  the 
same   musical   omissions,  and   the  same  queenly 
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triumph  of  Gnisi  (perhaps  her  greatest),  also 
largely  shared  by  Badiali.  The  only  difference 
Tvas  the  entire  withdrawal  of  Mario,  who  sensi- 
\)\y  enough  seemed  to  choose  to  be  notJiing  rather 
than  undertake  a  part  which  does  not  allow  one 
to  be  something.  Indeed  there  seems  to  be  no 
dramatic  necessity  in  the  plot  for  such  a  character 
as  Idreno  at  all ;  he  may  add  to  the  spectacle, 
when  dressed  out  with  the  barbaric  splendor  that 
Mario  was ;  and  his  voice  may  add  somewhat  to 
the  luxury  of  the  music  in  a  few  concerted  pieces 
and  unnecessary,  uncharacteristic  solos.  Sig. 
Fabkicatore  sustained  the  part  decently  well, 
save  that  in  his  dress  there  was  more  of  the 
American  savage  than  of  the  prince  of  Ind.  A 
peculiarity  of  the  music  of  Semirmnide  (and  that 
perhaps  accords  somewhat  with  the  un-individual 
spirit  of  the  whole  Oriental  life,  whether  Rossini 
meant  it  or  not),  is  that  none  of  the  parts  are 
characteristic.  So  far  as  the  music  is  concerned 
there  is  nothing  individual  in  Semiramis,  in  As- 
sace,  in  Assur,  or  in  any  one.  They  each  and_ 
all  sing  precisely  the  same  style  and  same  literal 
pattern  of  melody.  What  the  soprano  sings,  be 
it  ever  so  florid,  ever  so  rapid  and  finely  divided, 
the  bass  must  repeat  after  her  to  an  iota ;  if  one 
cuts  a  pigeon's  wing  in  the  air,  they  all  in  turn 
must  follow  and  do  likewise.  Semiramis,  Arsace, 
Assur,  might  perfectly  well  exchange  parts,  so 
far  as  the  music  is  concerned.  Not  being  indi- 
vidual, of  course  it  is  not  expressive  music,  not  of 
the  kind  that  moves  and  appeals  to  the  heart. 
There  it  differs  absolutely  from  Bellini.  If  it  is 
colder,  it  is  stronger,  wholesomer.  It  is  pomp 
and  spectacle,  the  "  wealth  of  Ormus  and  of  Ind," 
translated  into  music.  If  it  appeal  to  any  passion, 
it  is  simply  to  the  love  of  luxury  and  of  magnifi- 
cence, with  a  mingling  of  mystery. 

Mario  again  charmed  and  melted  everybody 
by  the  scene  from  Lucia  ;  and  then  Mr.  Manager 
Hackett,  whose  benefit  it  -was,  was  called  out, 
and  thanked  the  audience  for  this  great  success, 
assuring  us  of  the  great  pleasure  which  Mme. 
Grisi  and  Sig.  Mario  had  experienced  in  a 
Boston  audience,  and  in  a  Boston  Theatre,  which 
for  its  beauty,  convenience,  and  the  excellence  of 
its  appointments  was  "  not  excelled  by  any  theatre 
in  which  they  had  sung  in  either  hemisphere." 


Concerts. 

1.  Rossini's  Stab  at  Mater. — We  cannot 
suppose  that  Grisi  and  Mario  much  desired  to 
sing  here  in  a  concert,  secular  or  sacred,  their 
power,  or  rather  lier  power,  lying  so  peculiarly  in 
the  dramatic  field.  Yet  it  was  natural  that  many, 
whose  principles  or  tastes  exclude  them  from  the 
theatre,  should  plead  for  one  peep  at  these  great 
stars  under  their  purely  musical  phase :  and 
equally  natural  that  they  should  look "  to  the 
Handel  and  Haydn  Society  to  do  as  it  has 
done  with  regard  to  nearly  all  stars  heretofore, 
bring  them  within  range  of  its  big  telescope 
ycleped  Oratorio,  of  a  Sunday  evening.  There 
was  jthe  prompting  .of  pecuniary  interest  to  both 
parties,  and  the  said  stars  liking  Boston  almost  as 
well  as  Boston  likes  them,  it  was  concluded  and 
arranged  that  they  should  shine  upon  us  once 
more,  albeit  with  a  soberer  light,  before  they 
should  set  upon  this  horizon  it  might  be  forever. 
So  Sunday  evening  saw  the  noble  Music  Hall 
filled  from  top  to  bottom  for— of  course  the  Stabat 
Mater  of  Rossini,  that  being  the  only  composition 
which  Italian  troupes  were   ever   known  to  sing 


here  on  a  Sunday  evening;  and  one  in  which 
each  successive  troupe  has  sung  to  us,  and  which 
our  societies  are  usually  ready  at  a  moment's 
notice  to  accompany.  A  sacred  concert  with 
Italians  means  the  Stabat  Mater  and  means  nothing 
else,  unless  perchance  some  "  overture  relic/ioso," 
like  Masaniello,  be  prefixed  to  it,  as  some  of  us 
have  lived  to  witness  before  now. 

The  ranks  of  the  H.  and  H.  chorus  were  un- 
commonly full,  and  the  Orchestral  Union  was 
strengthened  greatly  in  its  strings,  not  to  say 
fearfully  in  its  brass,  by  spare  hands  from  the 
Italians.  After  a  good  fugue  voluntary  by  the 
organist  of  the  Society,  Mr.  Muller,  Sig.  Ar- 
DiTi  waved  his  baton  and  said  orchestra  played 
very  admirably  what  is  called  Mercadante's 
overture  to  the  Stabat  Mater,  composed  mostly  of 
the  leading  thoughts  therefrom  skilfully  dove- 
tailed together,  and  with  occasionally  some  clever 
counterpoint.  It  really  was  an  excellent  orches- 
tra, and  for  the  most  part  satisfactory  in  the  ac- 
companiments, but  not  always.  The  opening 
chorus  and  quartet  of  principals  was  very  fine 
and  imposing.  Mario's  singing  of  the  Cujus 
animam  was  the  most  perfectly  tasteful,  express- 
ive and  artistic  that  we  ever  heard.  He  only 
lacked  more  power  to  cope  with  that  tremendous 
and  for  a  long  time  unremitting  blast  of  trom- 
bones, which  made  his  voice  sometimes  almost 
inaudible,  so  that  the  many  could  not  give  full 
credit  for  the  rare  beauty  of  his  singing.  His 
style  was  singularly  chaste,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  closed  it,  simply  swelling  and  dimin- 
ishing a  note,  where  one  expected  or  feared  a 
florid  cadenza,  was  in  the  best  taste. 

The  Quis  est  homo  by  Grisi  and  Donovaxi 
was  comparatively  a  failure.  The  former  failed 
to  reach  a  high  note,  and  betrayed  the  wear  of 
her  voice  enough  to  greatly  disappoint  those  who 
had  not  heard  her  on  the  stage  ;  yet  there  was  a 
sweetness  and  heartiness,  an  artistic  feeling  in 
the  manner  of  her  singing.  Nor  could  it  have 
been  otherwise  than  embarrassing  to  sing  it  with 
such  seconding.  Badiali,  ever  sure  and  tho- 
rough, and  with  the  full  power  of  his  rich,  ripe, 
baritone,  redeemed  all  by  his  admirable  singing 
(not  for  the  first  time  here)  of  Pro  peccatis.  He 
was  immensely  applauded,  more  than  Mario,  for 
the  many  still  love  what  is  loud  and  unescapable : 
— fortunate  in  this  case  to  find  it  coupled  with 
such  real  excellences.  Badiali  is  certainly  a 
true  artist,  and  should  be  a  fortune  in  himself  to 
any  operatic  troupe.  His  performance  is  invari- 
bly,  infallibly  excellent  and  telling,  if  we  must 
own  that  it  is  never  great,  never  touched  by  the 
spark  of  genius.  It  is  his  temptation,  nursed  by 
perpetual  applause,  and  largely  organized  as  he 
is,  to  overdo  things  somewhat  and  make  his  voice 
unduly  prominent.  This  time  his  rendering  was 
theatrical  where  that  of  all  the  others  was  so 
quiet. 

In  Eia  mater  and  in  Inflammatus  est  the  ac- 
companying chorus  (which  has  some  very  impo- 
sing music)  made  some  painful  discords,  showing 
lack  of  rehearsal  enough  to  assimilate  the  vocal 
recruits.  Mme.  Grisi  was  much  more  successful 
in  the  In/iammuttis,  sustaining  the  high  C  with 
power,  and  was  warmly  encored.  Signorina  DoN- 
OVANI  sang  the  Fac  ut  partem  in  good  voice  and 
generally  quite  well,  making  quite  a  point  with 
her  concluding  sentence. 

But  the  solos  of  the  Stabat,  however  they  may 
have  charmed  us  once,  have  got  to  be  quite  hack- 


nied.  By  far  the  most  interesting  pieces  of  the 
music,  to  our  taste,  are  the  two  quatuors  :  Sancta 
mater  istad  agas,  and  more  especially  the  unac- 
companied one :  Quando  corpus.  In  these  the 
beauty  of  Mario's  voice  and  style  must  have  been 
palpable  to  every  listener,  and  nothing  was  want- 
ing on  the  part  of  Grisi  or  Badiali.  The  Quando 
corpus  would  have  been  almost  perfect  but  for  the 
short-comings  of  the  contralto,  who  positively 
commenced  the  bright  phrase  :  Paradisi  gloria  in 
the  wrong  pitch.  The  Amen  fugue,  an  elaborate, 
complex,  rapid  movement,  but  weak  enough  com- 
pared with  Handel  or  his  younger  brothers,  was 
given  with  much  fluency  and  distinct  individual- 
izing of  the  parts.  In  spite  of  many  faults,  and 
of  course  disappointments  where  too  much  was 
expected,  we  enjoyed  the  performance  greatly  as  a 
whole ;  because  it  went  off  with  so  much  spirit, 
so  much  unction. 


[After  all,  our  notice  of  ttie  Quintette  Club  and  Or- 
chestral Union,  all  prepared  and  ready,  are  crowded  out 
and  must  yield  place  until  next  week.    Nor  these  alone.} 


German  and  Italian  Opera. 

Boston,  Feb.  5,  1855. 

My  dear  Mr.  Dwight: — I  desire  to  ask  one  question  of 
you,  with  a  preamble.  The  worshippers  of  German 
music  write  as  though  Italian  opera  and  opera  singers 
were,  of  necessity,  superficial,  sngar-and-watery  and 
soullesa.  while  German  opera  and  singers  are,  of  neces- 
sity, profound,  potent  and  fraught  with  soul.  Those 
even  who  never  heard  a  German  opera  (except  Don 
Giovanni,  written  for  and  sung  by  Italians),  are  eloquent 
in  their  adoration  of  this  mystic  soul,  which  finds  ex- 
pression only  in  the  music  and  through  the  medium  of 
one  chosen  race.  I  had  always  supposed  that  the  hu- 
man heart  beat  pretty  nearly  the  same  everywhere ;  and 
that  the  wild,  vague,  dreamy  aspirations  of  our  spiritual 
nature  were  attributes  of  the  human  soul  in  all  countries. 
Is  German  pathos  more  touching  than  any  other  1  la 
German  grief  more  heart-rending,  German  revenge  more 
powerful,  German  love  more  tender  than  the  same 
passions  in  other  lands  and  from  other  tongues  ?  When 
these  emotions,  common  as  they  are  to  the  human  race, 
are  powerfully,  ardently,  feelingly  represented,  must 
they  of  necessity  be  stignwtized  as  lacking  in  profundity 
of  "soul,"  because  they  come  from  Italian  mouths  t  Or 
is  there  some  halo  of  sanctity  and  beatitude  around  the 
German  exponents  of  these  human  emotions,  vouch- 
safed to  them  and  them  alone  1 

Still  these  questions  are  not  what  1  specifically  pro- 
pose to  ask.  You  and  I  have  never  heard  or  seen  this 
*'  soul  "  because  we  have  never  heard  a  German  opera 
done  by  Germans,  and  I  ask  to  know  why  it  is  that  with 
this  great  influx  of  German  population,  this  extensive 
cultivation  of  German  instrumental  music,  this  devoted 
worship  at  the  shrine  of  Germanism,  we  have  never  had 
a  German  opera  here  ?  We  read  about  their  wonderful 
spirituality,  their  depth  of  meaning ;  we  even  see  a  plot 
which  is  merely  a  hash  of  old,  licentious,  French  come- 
dies, whose  day  has  entirely  gone  by,  invested  with  a 
mystic  meaning,  surrounded  by  a  halo  of  supernatural 
significance  utterly  beyond  the  perception  of  people 
who,  on  other  points,  are  thought  to  possess  a  due  ap- 
preciation of  the  good,  the  beautiful  and  pure;  who 
look  beyond  the  outer  mask  of  life,  and  strive  to  com- 
prehend the  mystery  of  life  and  death.  Why  is  it  then 
that  no  German  opera  troupe  has  ever  come  into  this 
new  home  of  Gertnans?  Or  that  no  single  German 
vocalist  of  any  real  ability  (except  Sontag,  and  she  was 
sui  generis)  has  chanced  to  wander  to  this  country  to 
enlighten  our  idolatrous  souls  t 

Yours  respectfully.     Query. 

Reply. — First  the  preamble.  Your  complaint 
is  altogether  too  broad.  Who  has  ever  said  or  in- 
timated that  German  music  was  of  necessity  pro- 
found, &c.  ?  Certainly  not  we  :  for  in  our  con- 
cert criticisms  we  have  quite  as  often  had  occasion 
to  allude  to  the  trashy,  clap-trap  character  of  Ger- 
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taan  music  as  of  any  other ;  meaning  of  course 
such  German  music  as  is  written  by  inferior  ar- 
tists and  for  mere  present  effect  and  popularity. 
What  orchestra  does  not  play  such,  what  piano- 
forte virtuoso  has  not  found  such  more  to  his  pur- 
pose than  the  sonatas  of  Beethoven  ?  Nor  is  it 
said  that  Italian  music  is  nf  necessity  superficial, 
or  superficial  hecause  it  is  Italian.  But  it  is  said 
that  the  prevailing  style  of  Opera,  which  is  prin- 
cipally Italian,  but  which  has  its  counterparts  also 
(though  with  adiflTerence)  in  popular  French  and 
German  operas  of  modern  date,  is  superficial, 
uninspired,  compared  to  the  enduring  masterpieces 
of  musical  genius  in  whatsoever  form.  Some  of 
these  masterpieces  are  operas,  and  it  happens  that 
tirey  are  mostly  German  or  of  the  German  school : 
the  operas  of  Gluck,  Mozart,  Weber ;  the  one  by 
Beethov«Di  to  which  add  some  by  Cherubini  and 
Spontini,  who,  though  Italian  born,  wrote  in  the 
German  style':— these  are  about  the  sum,  we  be- 
lieve, of  the  acknowledged  classic  masterpieces  of 
Opera  among  those  who  love  music  for  its  own 
sake.  They  are  indeed  but  few.  The  world  has 
produced  but  few  really  ^rea(  operas.  We  have 
admitted,  however,  and  admired  the  genius  of 
Rossini,  and  more  or  less  of  genius,  in  a  certain 
vein,  in  his  Italian  successors.  But  here  lies  the 
difference.  In  the  Italian  Opera,  from  the  time 
that  opera  began,  the  composer  subordinates  him- 
self to  the  singer ;  he  must  make  set  arias,  cava- 
tinas,  commonplace  cadenzas,  &c.,  in  which  the 
singer,  extricating  himself  from  the  action  and  re- 
gardless of  the  unity  and  internal  musical  logic 
of  the  whole  composition,  may  step  to  the  foot- 
lights and  make  herself  or  himself  all  in  all  be- 
fore the  audience.  In  the  great  operas  (whether 
they  be  German  or  Hindoo  is  of  no  consequence) 
the  contrary  is  the  case.  The  opera,  like  a  play 
of  Shakspeare,  is  a  pure  musico-dramatic  inspira- 
tion, in  which  the  greatest  actor  or  singer  must  be 
content  to  subordinate  himself  to  the  spirit  and 
purpose  of  the  whole.  The  Italians  are  a  race  of 
singers,  and  they  write  (in  these  days — once  thev 
had  their  really  great  church  music,)  scarcely 
anything  but  operas;  and,  writing  for  singers  and 
for  to-day's  success,  they  naturally  produce  not 
much  that  is  of  the  profoundest  order. 

But  music  is  the  language  of  feeling ;  and  is 
not  feeling,  pathos,  &c.,  ahke  in  all  human  hearts ! 
Yes,  human  nature  is  radically  everywhere  alike. 
But,  while  we  are  made  of  the  same  passions, 
the  same  faculties,  does  anybody  deny  that  one 
character,  one  nature  is  vastly  deeper,  more  in- 
spired and  more  inspiring  than  another !  And  be- 
cause all  music  deals  with  common  human  feel- 
ings, docs  it  follow  that  all  music  shall  be  equally 
good  ?  For  this  is  really  what  your  question 
leads  to. 

Now  for  the  main  question :  Why  does  not 
German  Opera  come  here  ?  First  premising 
that  we  do  not  precisely  see  the  bearing  or  im- 
portance of  the  question,  or  in  what  way  the  ar- 
rival or  non-arrival  of  German  opera  troupes 
upon  our  shores  afifects  the  question  of  the  excel- 
lence of  German  operas  and  German  music  com- 
pared with  the  Italian,  we  will  yet  try  to  answer 
categorically  (since  the  Query  is  put  courteously, 
and  in  the  fair  hand  evidently  of  a  lady)  and 
suggest  a  few  reasons  for  the  fact.  One  reason 
may  be  found  in  what  we  have  hinted :  namely, 
that  German  musical  genius  (observe,  we  mean 
the  real  gold  and  not  the  pinch-beck)  does  not 
run  very  much,  or  principally,  into  the  form  of 


Opera,  and  consequently  it  is  not  strange  if  the 
interpreters  and  audiences  of  German  Art  here 
do  not  run  much  after  Opera. — Another  reason 
is,  that  the  great  German  operas  are  much  more 
difficult  of  performance  and  require  more  perfect 
artists  in  all,  even  the  most  subordinate,  parts, 
with  ampler  choral  and  orchestral  support,  so  that 
they  are  bj''  no  means  so  easily  exported  as  the 
Italian.  To  which  add  that  Germans  and  "  wor- 
shippers at  the  shrine  of  Germanism "  are  not 
content  with  such  opera  as  is  most  easily  pro- 
ducible and  needs  only  singers ;  but  have  a  par- 
tiality in  this  respect  akin  to  the  partiality  for 
Shakspeare  among  the  lovers  of  the  drama. 
Your  theatre-going  people,  nine  out  of  ten  of 
them,  left  to  their  own  tastes,  would  unhesitat- 
ingly declare  the  "  Lady  of  Lyons "  or  some 
other  of  the  common  acting  plays,  a  better 
play  than  any  one  of  Shakspeare's.  Fortunately 
we  have  the  means  of  knowing,  by  that  instance, 
that  popularity  and  crowded  audiences  are  not 
the  only  nor  the  final  measure  of  artistic  genius. 

Again,  if  you  look  to  the  lighter  and  more  popu- 
lar kind  of  German  Opera,  to  the  modern  operas 
of  effect,  as  those  of  Flotow,  Lortzing,  and  others, 
which  possibly  might  be  imported,  you  find  the 
German  language,  out  of  Germany,  a  poor  com- 
petitor with  the  Italian ;  and  possibly  these  operas 
are  no  better,  nor  as  good  as  many  of  those  of 
Donizetti,  Verdi,  and  Bellini.  Yet  be  it  remem- 
bered that  in  New  York,  Milwaukie,  &o.,  great 
centres  of  our  German  population,  this  kind  of 
German  opera  has  found  a  footing ;  and  even 
better,  like  the  Freyschiilz  and  the  Zauherfliile. 

Finally,  to  make  an  end,  the  Germans  are  not 
generally  and  essentially  a  race  of  singers,  like 
the  Italians,  although  Sontag  is  by  no  means  a 
"  lone  star"  in  their  musical  galaxy.  The  Ger- 
mans find  that  satisfaction  in  pure  instrumental 
music,  in  musical  ideas  apart  from  personal  interest 
in  its  interpreters,  that  makes  the  opera  less  in- 
dispensable to  their  musical  and- spiritual  suste- 
nance than  it  is  with  Italians.  The  German  finds 
in  a  symphony  of  Beethoven,  or  if  he  employ 
voices,  in  great  choral  sacred  works,  all  and  more 
than  all  that  the  Italianized  taste  finds  in  Norma 
or  Lucia;  and  often  in  the  quiet  chamber  quartet 
of  strings  there  is  more  soul's  nourishment  for  him 
than  survives  all  your -opera  excitements. 

These  are  but  hints.  The  questions  are  very 
ingeniously  involved,  so  that  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  extricate  and  answer  all  the  several  points 
without  going  into  a  very  long  and  thorough  dis- 
sertation upon  German  and  Italian  music.  But 
one  word  more.  "  We  here  have  not  heard  Ger- 
man operas,  so  what  can  we  know  of  the  soul  that 
is  in  them  ?  "  The  soul  lives  in  the  music  ;  not  in 
the  singers  mainly,  not  in  the  plot,  as  you  seem  to 
suggest  of  Don  Giovanni.  We  can  know  the 
worth,  the  depth,  the  inspiration  of  Gluck's  or 
Mozart's  operas  by  studying  their  music,  as  we 
read  Shakspeare  by  ourselves  at  home.  And  if 
we  cannot  do  that,  are  we  to  give  no  credence  to 
the  testimony  of  the  best  informed,  to  the  opinion 
of  the  greatest  artists  and  composers  themselves, 
including  even  the  convictions  of  such  foremost 
Italians  as  Cherubini,  Spontini,  and  Rossini,  all 
of  whom  finally  cultivated  the  German  style  ? — • 
witness  what  is  callied  Rossini's  greatest  work,  the 
Guillaume  Tell. 


WANTED — A  place  as  ORGANIST  in  some  church  in 
or  near  Boston,  by  one  who  can  produce  the  best  testi- 
monials, and  who  has  formerly  officiated  in  that  capacity  for 
seven  years  in  one  of  the  principal  churches  of  the  city. 
Feb  3    4t 

ADOLPH    KIELBLOCK, 

United  States  Hotel.  Dec  30 


CONCERTS 


The  Patrons  of  the  above  Society  are  hereby  respectfully  io- 
formed  thnt  the 

THIKO    COIVCEKT 

Of  the  Series  will  tnke  place 

On  Saturday  Evening,  February  17th,  1855, 

AT   THE 

BOSTON   MUSIC    HAUL, 

On  which  occasion  a  Cantata  upon  an  American  Pubject,entitled, 

THE    PIT.ORIMS, 

Composed  by  C.  C.  PERKINS,  Esq.,  will  be  performed  for 

the  first  time. 

The  Vocal  Solos  will  be  auRtained  by  Misses  BOTHAMLY  and 
T^VICftELL,  and  Messrs.  MILLARD  and  WETIIERBEE. 

The  Choruses  by  members  of  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society, 
who  have  kindly  volunteered  their  services  for  this  occasion. 

Hitydn's  Symphony  in  D,  No.  5,  and  Weber's  Overture  to 
Oberon,  will  also  be  performed. 

0=*Package3  of  Tickets,  containing  eight,  at  S3,  and  Single 
Tickets  50  cents,  to  be  had  at  the  usual  places,  and  at  the  door 
on  the  evening  of  the  Concert ;  also  at  the  Society's  Rooms,  No- 
VI  Tremont  street. 

[CI^^Doors  open  at  6.    Commence  at  7|<  o'clock. 

LOUIS  RIMBACH,  Secretary. 


HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY. 

KOSSIWI'S  OBATOmO  OF 

MOSES    IN    EGYPT, 

^yill  be  performed  by  the  Society 

On  Sunday  Evening,  Feb,  18th, 

AT   THE 

BOSTON    MUSIC    HALL. 

The  principal  solo  parts  will  be  sustained  by 
Miss  Anna  Stone, 

Mrs.  E.  A.  'Wentwortli, 

Messrs.  Arthurson,  Aiken, 

Adams  and  "Wheat. 

Orchestra THE  OliCHESTEAL  UNION. 

Conductor CARL  ZEBRAHM. 

Organist F.  E.  MULLEK. 

Tickets,  at  50  cents  each  are  for  sale  at  the  principal  Hotels 
and  Music  Stores,  and  at  the  door  on  the  evening  of  the  per- 
formance. 

Doors  open  at  6 — Performance  to  commence  at  7  o'clock. 
H.  L.  HAZELTON,  Secretary. 

AFTERNOON  CONCERTS. 
THE    ORCHESTRAL    UNION, 

AT  THE 

BOSTON  MUSIC  HALL. 

Every  Wednesday,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

And  continue  through  the  season. 
CARIi  ZERRAHIV. Conductor. 

Single  tickets,  25  cts  :  Packages  of  6  tickets,  ®1 :  for  sale  at 
the  music  stores  and  at  the  door.  No?  23 

F.  F.    MULLER, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 
Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 

Residence,  ]Vo.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 

YOUNG  LADIES'  VOCAL  MSIC  SCHOOL. 

E.  R.  B1.ANCHARD,   Teacher. 

This  School  is  designed  for  those  who  wish  to  acquire  the 
ability  to  read  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapt- 
ed to  the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  them.selves  to  teach 
singing:  in  schools,  or  to  receive  instruction, from  the  best  mas- 
ters, in  the  Cultivation  of  the  Voice,  Style,  &c. 

Address,  care  of  Geo.  J.  Webb  &  Co.,  No.  3  Winter  street. 

G.  anbr:^  &;  co.'s 

19  S.  NINTH    STREET,  ABOVE   CHESTNUT, 

(East  side,)  PHILADELPHIA. 

O^A  catalogue  of  our  stock  of  Foreign  Music,  and  of  our 
own  Publications,  has  just  been  published.  Music  and  Music 
Books  imported  to  order,  as  heretofore,  froja  Germany,  Italy, 
France  and  England. 

MR.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hay  ward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

References— R.  E.  Apthorp,  C.C.Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,Esqs. 
Sept  23  tf. 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


NOVELLO'S    LIBRARY 

I    FOB  THE    DIFFUSION   OF 

MUSICAL    KNOWLEDGE, 

A  COLLECTION  OF  STANDAHD  TREATISES  on  the  Art  of 
Music,  written  by  the  moat  eateemed  ilngliflh  and  Foreign 
Masters;  reprinted  at  prices  which  will  plaice  these  formerly 
expensive  works  within  the  means  of  every  student.  The 
Volumes  already  completed,  are  oifered  as  a  fair  specimen  of 
the  future  works  intended  to  be  comprised. 

The  convenient  form  adopted  for  "  Hawkins's  History  of 
Music,"  has  been  found  particularly  well  adapted  for  "  No- 
vELLo^s  Library  for  the  diffusion  of  Musical  Knowledge," 
because  the  page  presents  so  much  at  one  view,  aa  considerably 
to  aid  comparative  study. 

There  are  now  ready  : — 

DR.  MARX'S  GENERAL  MUSICAL  INSTRUC- 
TION. ( Allgeraeine  Musiklehre.)  An  aid  to  teachers 
and  learners  in  every  branch  of  masica!  knowledge. 
Translated,  from  the  original  German,  by  Gkorgk 
Macirone.  [Former  price  ^3.75.]  Bound  in  whole 
cloth,  ^1.63  J  by  mail,  ^1.75. 

Of  this  work,  five  large  edition^  have  been  printed  in  Ger- 
many, besides  being  reprinted  in  England.  It  couiprehends 
minute  explanations  of  every  musical  matter,  from  the  simplest 
rudiments,  through  the  various  elaborations  of  rhythm,  doc- 
trine of  tones,  instruments,  elementary  and  artistic  forms  of 
composition,  artistic  performance,  and  musical  education  in 
general. 

CHERUBINI'S  TREATISE  ON  COUNTERPOINT 
AND    FUGUE.      Translated,    by    Mary   Cowdkn 
Clarke,  from  the  original   French.     [Former  price, 
SIM.}    Bound  in  whole  cloth,  ^1.63  J  by  mail.  ^1.75. 
Tbia  work  is  adopted  for  the  instruction  of  the  classes  at  the 
Conservatoire,  Paris,  and  of  those  at  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Music,  Loudon.    There  has  been  added  a  Memoir  of  Cherubiui, 
chiefly  compiled  from  Mons.  Fetjs.     Speaking  of  this  treatise, 
he  says  :  "  The  admirable  Treatise  on  Counterpoint  and  Fugue 
is,  in  fact,  the  result  of  Cherubini's  experience  as  to  what  was 
necessary  for  teaching  counterpoint  to  the  pupils  of  the  Con- 
servatoire for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  ;  and  the  examples 
are  models  of  that  perfection  of  style  which  distinguishes  the 
productions  of  the  ancient  Italian  masters." 

MOZART'S  SUCCINCT  THOROUGH-BASS 
SCHOOL.  Translated,  by  Sabilla  Novello,  from 
the  original  German.  [Former  price,  ,^[1.75.]  Sewed, 
21  cents;  by  mail,  23  cts. 

In  these  comparatively  few  pages  are  condensed  all  the  es- 
sential points  of  Thorough-Bass;  they  appear  as  axioms,  and 
any  one  whn  will  commit  the  whole  to  memory  would  have  a 
very  competent  knowledge  of  every  cbord  iu  music. 

FETIS'  TREATISE    ON    CHOIR    AND   CHORUS 

SINGING.    Translated,  by  the  Rev.  Thos.  Hei  more, 

M.A.,  from  the  original  French,  with  the  kind  approval 

of  the  Author,     [Former  price,  15  francs.]     Sewed, 

^      38  cents;  by  mail,  41  cts. 

CATEL'S  TREATISE  ON  HARMONY.  Translated 
by  Mary  Cowden  Clarke,  from  the  original  French. 
[Former  price,  ;g3.75.]     Sewed,  63  cts ;  by  mail,  68c. 

In  the  Press: 
ALBRECHTSBERGER'S    COLLECTED     WRIT- 
INGS ON  THOROUGH-BASS,  HARMONY,  and 
COMPOSITION,   FOR   SELF-INSTRUCTION.— 

Translated  by  Sabilla  Novello,  from  the  original 
German. 

DCP'Several  equally  important  works  are  in  a  forward  state, 
which  will  be  issued  in  rapid  succession,  at  similarly  popular 
prices. 

Now  Keady: 
THE    ORGAN,    AND    ITS    CONSTRUCTION  :    A 
systematic  Hand-Book  for  Organists,  Organ-Builders, 
&c.     Translated  from  the  German  of  J.  J.  Seidel, 
Organist  at  Breslau.    Price  ^1.50;  by  mail.  ^1.63. 

NOVELLO'S  SACRED  MUSIC  WAEEHOITSE, 

389  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK, 

And  at  66  Dean  Street,  Soho  Square,  and  24  Poultry,  London. 

A  CARD. Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  (duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD. 

TEACHEK     OF     MUSIC, 

^65  "Washin^oii  Street,  Boston. 


CHICKERING   &    SONS, 

MANDFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


uS^' 


WAREROOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


NATHAN    RICHARDSON, 

Importer,  Publisher,  and  Dealer  in  Foreign  & 
American  Music,  Piano-Fortes,  Organs, 
Melodeons,  Metronomes,  Music- 
Boxes,  etc.  etc. 
MITSlCAIi  EJECHAIVCIE,    283  "Washington  St., 
BOSTON. 

THE  MODERN  SCHOOL 

—FOR  — 

THE     PIANO-FORTE, 

BY    NATUAN    RICHARDSON. 

The  Fourth  Edition  of  this  valuable  worlt  is  no-^  ready.  It 
ha5  received  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed Musicians  in  the  United  States  and  Europe. 

All  the  exercises  in  this  work  are  arranged  in  so  progressive 
and  jadieious  a  manner  as  to  develop  the  strength  and  dex- 
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[Translated  for  this  Journal.] 

Mozart's  "  Don  Giovanni." 

BY  A.  OULIBICHEFF. 

(Continued  from  last  week.) 
The  First  Finale. 
We  have  now  reached  the  Finale  of  the  first  act,  - 
which  is  at  once  a  master-piece  of  the  musician 
and  the  poet.     In   this  Finale,  which  will  stand 
forever  as  a  model,  the  action  is  conducted  with 
an  art,  of  which  the  most  perfect  dramatic   au- 
thor would  not  be  ashamed.     The  situations  de- 
velop  naturally   from   one  another;   the  serious 
mingles  with  the  lovely,  the  comic  with  the  tragic, 
without  any  confusion  or  constraint.     Every  one 
speaks  in  his  own  language  and  acts  as  he  must ; 


the  persons  gather  and  group  themselves,  not 
only  for  the  public's  sake,  which  is  there  to  hear 
them  sing,  but  for  the  sake  of  their  own  affairs, 
which  compel  them  to  sing  to  the  best  of  their 
abilities;  and  finally,  in  the  midst  of  all  this,  a 
wonderful  crescendo  of  excitement,  a  succession  of 
more  and  more  animated,  interesting  and  perfect 
images,  which  require  the  entire  resources  of  the 
musician,  and  in  a  manner  the  surpassing  of 
himself,  and  which  at  the  conclusion,  as  if  upon 
the  topmost  round  of  the  ladder,  exhibit  the 
maximum  of  all  attainable  effect. 

This  splendid  and  progressive  development 
obliged  the  two  creators  of  the  Finale  to  begin 
it,  like  the  scale,  with  the  lowest  tone.  At  the 
Otltset  it  is  nothing  but  a  quarrel  newly  broken 
out  between  the  bridal  couple,  a  conjugal  duet,  in 
which  Masetto  develops  a  lyric  character  quite 
in  harmony  with  his  part.  Mozart  certainly 
had  heard  how  peasants,  when  they  are  angry, 
talk  to  their  horses  or  their  wives,  and  how  the 
wives,  whether  peasants  or  not,  reply  to  their 
husbands,  when  they  know  not  what  to  say.  A 
duet  full  of  originality  and  roguishness.  This 
time  the  actual  head  of  the  house  is  obliged  to 
subordinate  his  will  to  that  of  the  nominal  head. 
Don  Juan  appears,  and  with  him  the  feast  opens 
in  brilliant  chords.  Su  corragio  o  buona  gente. 
Entertain  yonrselves,  good  people,  eat,  drink, 
dance  as  much  as  you  like.  And  the  good  peo- 
ple think  they  cannot  bow  too  low,  or  scream  too 
loud,  in  pure  gratitude  for  such  large  invitation. 
A  half  commanding,  half  gracious  wink  urges 
them  to  enter  the  house.  The  crowd  trip  off" 
one  by  one,  the  chorus  loses  itself  in  the  distance, 
and  there  is  left  sounding  only  a  C,  in  short 
strokes  marked  by  the  second  violins,  as  Tonic 
in  the  last  measure  of  the  chorus,  and  Dominant 
to  the  following  measure ;  which  C  introduces 
another  duet,  a  little  different  from  the  first. 
Andante  in  F  major,  3-4.  Giovanni,  left  alone 
with  Zerlina,  finds  agains  his  voice  and  his  ex- 
pression of  La  ci  darem.  Zerlina  may  sing: 
Ah  !  lasciate  mi  andar  via ;  (Ah !  let  me  go ;) 
her  tones  betray  her  ;  her  heart  still  beats  very 
tenderly  at  the  sight  of  the  amiable  cavalier. 
But  suddenly  a  modulation  breaks  the  charm, 
striking  the  ear  like  an  unpleasant  false  note. 
Masetto !  Si !  Masetto !  replies  the  inoppor- 
tunely appearing  person.  Come  then,  unman- 
nerly fellow:  La  poverina  non  pub  piii  star  senza 
di  te  (The  poor  girl  cannot  stay  without  you). 
This  good-natured  address  of  Giovanni's  closes 


with  a  cadence  in  trills  of  the  most  comic  serious- 
ness, which  Masetto  gives  him  back  note  for  note  : 
Capisco,  si  Signore  (I  understand,  yes,  Signor.) 
One  can  conceive  of  nothing  more  e.xquisitely 
comic. 

At  this  moment  sounds  the  ball  music  (Alle- 
gretto, 2-4,)  from  within  the  house,  whose  facjade 
is  more  and  more  illuminated,  as  the  darkness 
deepens  on  the  stage.  Joyful  noise  and  crescendo 
in  the  orchestra.  The  bridal  couple  join  their 
plebeian  companions  and  leave  the  field  to  good 
society.  Anna,  Elvira  and  Ottavio  appear  in 
masks  and  black  dominos.  The  minor  key, 
which  announces  Ihem,  shows  that  these  persons 
do  not  come  to  the  feast  to  dance.  How  instantly 
you  recognize  the  daughter  of  the  Commander 
in  the  first  words  which  she  throws  into  this  musi- 
cal conversation:  11  passo  e periglioso  (The  step 
is  dangerous).  Alwaj's  great  and  pathetic  !  The 
sound  of  the  ball  breaks  in  anew  upon  the  au- 
dience ;  the  famous  Minuet  is  played,  from  which 
at  once  originates  an  exquisite  conversation, 
comic  on  the  one  side  (Giovanni  and  Leporello, 
who  show  themselves  at  the  window),  and  serious 
on  the  other  (the  maskers  in  the  street).  The 
latter  are  invited  to  the  feast,  and  they  accept. 

The  Tkio  in  Masks. 

But  ere  they  set  foot  on  the  threshold  of  ruin, 
which  innocence  never  crosses  with  impunity,  the 
maskers  call  on  heaven  to  protect  and  strengthen 
them.  (Adagio  in  B  fiat  major,  4-4),  during 
which  the  quartet  (of  strings)  is  wholly  silent. 
Borne  up  on  the  accords  of  the  wind  instruments, 
the  voices  mount  and  gleam  in  this  etherial  har- 
mony. The  outpourings  of  these  three  souls, 
whom  the  same  vow  has  brought  together,  differ- 
ent as  they  are  in  their  primitive  material,  are 
here  blended  in  prayer,  without  merging  the  three 
individualities.  Elvira  soars  to  an  exalted  pitch  ; 
but  Anna  alone  is  competent  to  sustain  herself  in 
those  high  regions  of  ecstacy,  in  which  her  soul 
is  as  it  were  at  home.  She  it  is,  who  leads  the 
invocation  with  a  full  trust  in  the  justice  of  God ; 
she  is  the  radiant  focus  of  the  group.  Ottavio's 
part,  the  least  prominent  among  the  three,  is  so 
constructed  that  it  only  lends  the  most  advanta- 
geous relief  to  the  other  two.  No  master  ever 
understood  like  Mozart  the  mystery  of  the 
combination  of  periods  and  the  interweaving  of 
parts  of  various  design ;  an  art,  which  eminently 
produces  the  inexpressible  effect  of  the  Trio  of 
Maskers,  the  luminous  undulation,  ebb  and  flow 
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of  melody,  exhibited  in  this  picture  of  the  musi- 
cian, as  if  it  were  actually  painted  in  the  air  by 
a  three-fold  morning  red.  The  accompaniment, 
set  in  extended  chords,  has  no  other  figure  but 
the  arpecjgios  of  the  clarinet,  in  the  low  tones  of 
the  instrument,  which  here  and  there  coincide 
with  the  course  of  the  song.  In  the  ritornel  we 
hear  the  conclusion  of  the  invocation  in  the  or- 
chestra, passing  from  mouth  to  mouth,  and  con- 
stantly ascending,  as  if  invisible  powers  were 
hovering  in  the  air,  to  bear  these  outpourings  of 
the  heart  up  to  the  throne  of  the  Most  High. 

This  scene  is  a  new  advance  in  the  ideal 
action,  which  lurks  behind  the  material  action  of 
the  drama,  a  second  annunciation  of  the  wonders 
which  are  to  bo  fulfilled. 

The  Ball  Scene. 

The  scene  changes ;  we  are  in  the  house  of 
Don  Juan,  in  the  midst  of  tlie  feast.  Before  we 
note  what  is  going  on  there,  it  will  be  well  to  cast 
a  look  at  the  localities  and  say  a  fev/  words  about 
the  scenic  arrangement,  which  is  here  of  the 
greatest  importance.  In  many  theatres  the  ar- 
rangement is  precisely  what  it  should  not  be,  and 
directly  contrary  to  the  intention  of  Mozart,  so 
that  the  most  original  effects  of  the  ball  scene, 
both  for  eye  and  ear,  are  lost.  Mozart  has  in- 
dicated three  dance  orchestras  upon  the  stage, 
whereas  frequently  you  find  none,  or  have  it  all 
united  in  the  dramatic  orchestra,  that  is  to  say 
completely  jumbled  together.  Mozart  has  three 
dances  executed  at  once :  a  minuet,  a  contra-dance 
and  a  waltz  ;  which  naturally  presupposes  three 
halls  opening  into  one  another,  for  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  dance  to  3-4,  2-4,  and  3-8  time 
in  the  same  room.  Both  musicians  and  dancers 
would  lose  the  time.  To  avoid  this  dilemma,  on 
stages  representing  only  one  room,  it  has  been 
customary  to  have  the  minuet  alone  danced,  but 
without  cancelling  the  contra-dance  and  the 
waltz  in  the  orchestra,  whence  has  arisen  a  con- 
fusion which  there  was  nothing  to  explain  to  the 
audience.  At  the  most,  only  one  or  two  violins 
have  taken  up  each  of  these  dances,  without  the 
special  basses,  which  the  composer  has  assigned 
them ;  and  so  it  has  happened  that  not  a  distin- 
guishable phrase  of  these  instruments,  which  were 
lost  in  the  mass  of  the  orchestra,  has  reached  the 
ear.  They  have  only  served  to  spoil  the  minuet. 
We  believe,  that  for  the  melodic  and  rhythmical 
understanding  of  a  combination  so  wonderful, 
and  so  natural  to  the  tumultuous  orgy,  which  has 
reached  its  height,  the  numerical  forces  of  the 
second  and  third  orchestras  ought  to  consist  of 
half  the  musicians  who  play  in  the  principal  or- 
chestra ;  say  four  violins  and  a  contra-basso  to 
each,  supposing  there  are  twenty  instruments  en- 
gaged on  the  minuet.  Let  us  now  follow  our 
imaginary  representation  of  the  opera,  which  the 
fallii'g  of  the  curtain,  after  the  Trio,  had  inter- 
rupted for  a  moment,  to  spare  us  the  awkward- 
ness of  witnessing  the  preparations. 

A  splendidly  decorated  and  lighted  hall  opens 
in  the  back  ground  upon  two  other  halls  or  gal- 
leries, shown  in  perspective,  and  also  lighted  and 
filled  with  people.  At  each  of  the  doors  leading 
into  them  stands  a  group  of  musicians ;  the  main 
orchestra  is  on  the  front  of  the  stage.  This 
orchestra  is  for  the  genteel  company  ;  it  is  com- 
plete ;  first  and  second  violins,  viola,  bass,  horns 
and  oboes,  all  fine  gentlemen,  in  grand  toilette  of 
the  last  century,  powdered   and   with   swords  at 


their  sides.  These  are  musicians,  in  the  sense  of 
artists.  The  accessory  orchestras  are  suited  to  the 
taste  of  the  country  people ;  a  few  violins  with 
a  bass  are  here  enough.  Here  you  see  no  gen- 
tlemen, right  or  left,  but  on  each  side  a  half  dozen 
of  grotesque  figures,  with  torn  elbows,  visible 
suspenders,  and  red  noses.  Each  band  has  a 
table  before  it  with  music  desks,  for  form's  sake, 
and  wine  bottles  without  glasses,  the  necessary 
auxiliaries  to  their  execution.  These  are  fiddlers 
(musikanien),  as  you  would  call  mere  players. 
The  scattered  groups  upon  the  stage  exhibit  the 
picturesque  confusion  of  a  picture  by  Teniers. 
Here  a  company  of  drinkers ;  or  a  tender  pair, 
who  betray  their  feelings  in  pantomime  ;  farther 
on  some  individuals  playing  cards;  others,  who 
philosophrcally  throw  themselves  from  the  arms 
of  Bacchus  into  those  of  Morpheus;  others  are 
already  settled  under  the  table ;  while  a  few 
dancers,  decked  with  feathers  and  embroidery, 
are  promenading  to  and  fro  with  their  country 
ladies  on  their  arms,  until  the  dance  begins  anew. 
Gallooned  lacqueys  pass  round  refreshments  and 
serve  these  boors  with  an  air  of  the  deepest  re- 
spect. Ladies  and  gentlemen  avail  themselves 
without  stint  of  the  large  hospitality  offered  them. 
In  the  midst  of  the  orgy  moves  the  man,  who  is  . 
the  soul  of  it,  in  brilliant  attire,  which  sets  off 
his  fine  form  still  more,  and  with  the  inimitable 
grace  of  an  Amphitryon  issues  his  orders  to  his 
high  steward,  Leporello. 

This  whole  picture  unfolds  itself  spontaneously 
to  the  fancy,  during  the  Allegro  iii  E  flat  major, 
6-8  time,  which  marshalls  us  into  the  spacious 
halls  of  Don  Giovanni.  This  is  one  of  those 
pieces  in  our  opera,  which  the  greatest  composers, 
expressly  or  silently,  place  above  all  attempts  at 
imitation  or  rivalry  ;  then  again  there  are  other 
pieces  which  every  one  believes  he  could  have 
made  as  well.  Which  of  them  were  the  most 
difficult  to  make  ?  We  shall  know  as  soon  as 
either  the  one  or  the  other  has  been  accom- 
plished. In  the  sphere  of  light  music  nothing 
certainly  seems  lighter  than  this  Allegro  in  6-8, 
which  follows  the  sublime  and  learned  Trio  of 
the  three  masks.  A  music,  which,  without  ex- 
actly being  dance  music,  might  be  played  in  the 
intervals  of  a  ball,  or  by  itself,  since  it  is  inde- 
pendent of  the  voice-parts.  The  voices  on  their 
side  sing  and  declaim  to  this  melody,  so  perfectly 
continuous  in  all  its  sentences  from  beginning  to 
end,  as  if  they  troubled  themselves  as  little  about 
the  orchestra,  as  that  does  for  them.  The  spirit 
of  the  ball  animates  the  instrumentation  ;  in  the 
song  parts  you  find  all  the  little  occurrences  and 
intrigues,  inseparably  connected  with  a  dancing 
company,  faithfully  described.  We  have  the 
jealous  husband  watching  his  lady,  and  the  young 
fellow  slily  making  his  court  to  her,  without  its 
having  that  appearance.  Giovanni  and  Lepo- 
rello outwardly  are  busied  with  nothing,  but 
doing  the  honors  of  the  house.  Ehi  caffe!  cioc- 
colate !  sorheUi !  confetti !  (Coffee  this  way  I 
chocolate  1  sherbets!  &c.)  But  nothing  will 
operate  upon  Masetto.  La  briccona  fa  fesla 
(The  flirt  is  quite  complaisant  to  him) ;  that  is 
what  occupies  him,  what  torments  him  and  makes 
the  food  stick  in  his  throat.  When  Zerlina  sees 
the  wry  features  of  the  dear  man,  she  cannot 
help  smiling  and  repeating  after  Don  Juan :  Quel 
Masetto  mi  par  strabinato  (This  Masetto  seems 
.to  me  bewildered).  Already  the  ball  works  with 
her.     So  much  the  worse  for  him,  who  has  com- 


mitted the  stupidity  of  carrying  her  there.  We 
know  of  no  more  neatly  rounded  melodies,  no 
more  lightsome  grace,  more  perfect  naturalness, 
more  lively  merriment,  and  no  more  transporting 
dramatic  illusion,  than  this  tempo. 

Maestoso,  in  2-4  time,  in  C  major,  the  orchestra 
with  all  the  instruments,  trumpets  and  drums  ! 
Leporello,  who  is  commissioned  to  conduct  to 
their  places  all  the  dignitaries  who  figure  at  a 
court  gala,  advances  with  the  pompous  air  of  a 
master  of  ceremonies  to  receive  the  masks.  Ve- 
nite  piu  avanti,  vezzose  mascherette.  Giovanni, 
who  had  expected  no  ladies  in  the  strict  sense  of 
the  word,  recognizes  persons  of  his  own  rank  in 
the  newly  arrived  guests.  lie  receives  them  with 
the  dignified  courtesy  of  a  man  of  high  station, 
who  may  forget  himself  perhaps  before  the  com- 
mon people,  if  he  has  his  reasons  for  it,  but  not 
among  his  peers.  E  aperto  a  tutti  quanti,  viva 
la  liherta  (Everybody  is  welcome,  viva  &c.)  And 
the  chorus  joins  in  tumultuously :  Viva,  viva  la 
liberta  !  When  the  cry  of  freedom  resounds  with 
such  violence  in  the  multitude,  we  know,  no  good 
comes  of  it.  We  shall  see.  Giovanni  orders  the 
dance  to  be  renewed,  and  the  dancers  take  their 
places ;  the  dramatic  orchestra  pauses,  and  the 
first  orchestra  plays  the  minuet,  which  we  have 
already  heard  in  the  distance.  This  time  it  sets 
out  in  a  higher  key,  namely  G. 

Three  Dange  Times  at  Osce. 

The  couples  in  the  front  hall,  in  noble  and 
pompous  steps,  lead  off  the  Minuet,  in  which  the 
older  Vestris  found  matter  for  such  deep  reflec- 
tions. Giovanni  dances,  in  expectation  of  what 
is  better,  with  Zerlina,  and  converses  with  her ; 
Masetto,  who  has  been  consigned  to  the  particu- 
lar attention  of  Leporello,  who  tries  to  force  him- 
self upon  him  as  a  partner,  struggles  against  the 
rogue  like  an  obstinate  ram  taken  by  the  horns. 
Anna,  who  observes  this  manoeuvre,  cannot  re- 
strain her  indignation,  and  expresses  it  in  the 
energetic  passage  :  Resister  nan  pass'  io,  Elvira 
and  Ottavio  conjure  her  to  be  calm.  Meanwhile 
the  spirit  of  the  dance  seizes  upon  all  the  guests 
in  the  second  hall;  there  however  they  will  have 
no  minuet,  they  want  a  contra-dance.  Orchestra 
No.  2  tunes  G,  D,  A,  E.  The  bass  grumbles  its 
G,  to  tune  it  down  a  little,  whereupon  after  a 
prelude  the  lively  2-4  time  begins.  In  the  third 
hall  they  are  for  a  waltz.  Orchestra  No.  3,  after 
it  has  tuned  and  preluded,  falls  into  a  hellish 
tempo ;  the  couples  fly  round  in  the  whirl  of  the 
3-8  time,  jostle,  tread  on  one  another  and,  losing 
their  balance  through  mutual  collisions  and 
through  the  richly  enjoyed  wine,  fall  to  the  floor. 
When  the  audience  see  the  contra-dance  and  the 
waltz,  they  will  understand  the  music.  And 
what  becomes  then  of  the  minuet  ?  The  minuet, 
whose  Spanish  grandeur  could  not  for  a  moment 
forgot  its  composure  for  the  drama's  sake,  is  also 
not  at  all  deranged  by  the  jumping  in  the  other 
halls.  The  world  may  go  to  pieces  round  the 
minuet,  yet  it  cannot  be  forced  a  single  iota  from 
its  course.  And  the  affairs  of  the  acting  persons  ? 
These  go  on  as  usual  in  such  cases ;  that  is  to  say, 
the  three-fold  tempo  of  the  ball,  so  far  from 
causing  any  hindrance,  really  favors  them  1 

To  combine  three  diflTerent  rhythms  in  this 
way,  is  no  such  exceedingly  difficult  problem  in 
composition.  The  art  however  does  not  he  in 
that.  The  grand  stroke  of  genius  in  this  kind  of 
Witches'  Sabbath  is  to  be  sought  in  the  invention 
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of  the  melody  of  the  minuet,  ■which  first  of  all, 
in  its  peculiar  function  as  principal  song,  had  to 
be  simple,  clear,  agreeable  to  the  ear,  perfectly 
proportioned,  and  entirely  suited  to  ^he  character 
of  t&e  step  which  it  accompanies.  In  the  second 
place  it  had  to  accommodate  itself  with  -wonderful 
pliability  to  the  melodic  and  declamatory  phrases 
of  the  singers,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  language  of 
the  most  various  passions.  Finally  this  melody 
had  to  support  the  two  other  instrumental  melo- 
dies, so  in  contrast  with  the  minuet  and  with  each 
other,  not  only  in  the  rhythm,  but  in  the  choice 
of  figures  and  the  sesthetic  character  of  each  of 
these  three  dances.  Separate  these  melodies  and 
listen  to  them  singly.  That  of  the  minuet  moves 
with  the  step  of  a  procession ;  that  of  the  contra- 
dance  is  lively,  without  going  too  fast ;  that  of 
the  waltz  goes  like  the  wind.  This  extraordinary 
swiftness  comes  from  the  fact,  that  the  waltz,  rel- 
atively to  the  other  two  rhythms,  is  not  exactly 
3-8  measure.  Its  pointed  quarters  have  only  the 
value  of  simple  quarters  in  the  principal  tempo, 
so  that  one  bar  of  the  minuet  is  equal  to  three 
bats  of  the  waltz. 

Stokmy  Cosclcsiox. 
But  suddenly  a  shriek  is  heard  from  behind 
the  scenes.  Gente  ajuto  !  (help,  good  people  !) 
The  three  orchestreis  and  all  the  dancers  break 
off  at  once,  and  the  dramatic  orchestra,  which 
had  paused  during  the  ball,  falls  impetuously  in 
with  an  Allegro  assai,  4-4,  in  E  flat  major,  com- 
mencing with  a  powerful  unisono,  which  is  taken 
note  for  note  from  a  scene  in  "  Idomeneo."  They 
rush  against  the  side  door,  through  which  Zerlina 
has  been  carried  out.  Ora  grlda  da  quel  lata, 
All  giltiamo  giii  la  porta  (The  sound  is  from  this 
side,  let  us  break  the  door  down).  Amid  these 
threatening  phrases,  are  mingled,  in  wonderful 
modulation,  the  accusing  cries  of  the  orchesti-a. 
The  violins  in  strong  strokes  take  the  tonic  and 
dominant  chords  of  D  minor,  and  the  door  gives 
way.  r  major,  4-4,  Andante  maestoso.  Zerlina 
is  rescued  ;  with  her  appears  Don  Juan,  dragging 
in  Leporello  by  the  hair :  Ecco  il  birho  I  (Behold 
the  rascal !)  A  miserable  farce,  by  which  no- 
body is  deceived.  He  knows  it  too;  since  in 
case  of  need  he  has  stuck  pistols  into  his  belt. 
The  three  take  off  their  masks;  Giovanni  is 
somewhat  alarmed,  when  he  recognizes  them. 
Beautiful  phrases  in  Canon  imitation,  words 
quivering  with  rage,  syllables  which  fall  one 
after  another,  as  if  to  weigh  heavier  upon  the 
conscience  of  the  evil-doer.  Tutto,  tut-to  rjia-si 
sa  (All  now  is  known).  Each  for  himself  brings 
forward  his  grievance.  Soon  however  the  anger 
of  them  all  finds  a  common  voice  ;  the  majestic 
storm  breaks  out  at  last  in  the  chorus :  Trema, 
trema  scelerato  I  (Tremble,  wretch  !)  the  crown 
of  all  finales.  C  major,  Allegro.  The  heaviness 
of  the  first  shock  is  so  great,  that  even  Giovanni 
feels  it :  E  confusa  la  mia  testa  (My  head  is  con- 
fused). His  answers  and  retaliations  to  the  more 
and  more  impetuous  accusations  of  the  chorus 
show  us  this  person  in  a  new  light.  Until  now 
Don  Juan  had  merely  sported  with  humanity ; 
one  murder,  two  attempts  at  seduction,  these 
were  trifles.  Now  he  lifts  himself  to  combat  it 
in  all  the  greatness  of  his  Titanic  nature.  No 
desperate  effort  is  untried,  to  crush  him ;  no  curse 
is  not  invoked  upon  his  guilty  head.  At  first 
this  angry  mass  is  combined  in  a  unison,  which 
convulsively  supports  itself  upon  the  sharp  and 
unhannoiiious  interval  of  the  diminished  Third  : 
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Fle-ra  crudele;  then  it  strikes  like  lightning  in 
the  octave:  trema!  (tremble!)  and  finally  it 
battles  in  descending  chromatic  scale  with  infatu- 
ated obstinacy  against  the  bass  :  Trema,  trema, 
trema,  o  scelerato  !  To  the  imprecations  of  the 
human  race  heaven  itself  adds  its  testimony 
against  the  godless  sinner ;  a  storm  out  of  doors 
mingles  its  thundering  harmony  with  the  harmo- 
nious fury  of  the  chorus  and  the  orchestra ; 
lightnings  flash  and  cross  each  other  in  the  trip- 
lets of  the  violins.  This  storm  of  voices  and  in- 
struments grows  more  and  more  in  leaps  of  Thirds 
and  Fifths,  and  climbs  with  the  aid  of  modula- 
tion higher  and  higher,  as  if  it  would  reach  the 
clouds  and  blend  with  the  thunder.  It  is  not 
possible  to  praise  the  creator  of  such  music,  but 
we  must  thank  the  poet,  who  has  inspired  him 
to  it: 

Odi  il  tuon  della  vendetta, 

Che  ti  fischia  d'ogni  intorno; 

Sul  tuo  capo,  in  questo  giorno, 

II  suo  fulmine  cadra. 

(Hear  the  sound  of  the  revenge 
That  whistles  all  about  thee; 
On  thy  head,  this  very  day, 
Its  thunderbolt  shall  fall.) 

Don  Juan,  who  at  first  finds  himself  bewildered, 
or  better  speaking,  deceived  in  his  expectations, 
becomes  calm  again  in  the  face  of  danger.  The 
sight  of  a  furious  multitude,  who  seek  his  life, 
the  gleam  of  a  drawn  sword,  the  roll  of  the  thun- 
der restore  him  to  himself;  he  recovers  his  com- 
posure, the  more  the  world  seems  to  waver  under 
him,  and  he  calls  out  in  full  consciousness  of  his 
power,  he  alone  holding  in  balance  the  chorus, 
the  orchestra  and  the  storm  :  Se  cadesse  ancora 
il  mondo,  nulla  maitemer  mi  fa  (If  the  world  now 
should  fall,  I  should  not  fear).  What  greatness 
is  required,  to  realize  the  image  contained  in  this 
sentence,  which  in  and  for  itself  is  nothing  but  a 
common-place  hyperbole,  since  for  the  poetry  in 
the  verses  it  says  too  much !  But  when  you  hear 
this  thundering  voice,  which  parts  the  masses  of 
the  chorus  and  rivals  the  storm,  which  draws  the 
whole  chorus  after  itself,  and  makes  it  whirl  with 
the  hurried  and  canonic  tempo,  which  it  impresses 
upon  the  piece  towards  the  end,  then  the  afore- 
said text  ceases  to  be  metaphorical.  The  steel 
flashes  in  the  hands  of  Giovanni ;  his  look  is  like 
that  of  the  live  Medusa;  the  crowd  gives  way 
unwillingly  to  let  him  pass.  After  he  has  reached 
the  back  of  the  stage  without  further  hindrance, 
he  sheathes  his  sword  again,  fires  his  pistols  into 
the  air,  and  vanishes  ,,with  a  fiendish  laugh,  as  Da 
Ponte  has  expressed  it.  For  this  pantomime  the 
composer  leaves  him 'nine  bars  of  ritornel. 
[To  be  continued.] 


For  Dwiglit'B  Journal  of  Music. 
THE  GKEEBT  TKEE  IN  AUTUMN. 
[From  the  Germiin  of  H.  Heiue.] 

Cold  and  dreary  clouds  of  axitumn 

Float  above  the  vale  and  hill ; 
Tempest-stripped  the  trees  are  standing, 

Ghostly,  in  the  silence  chill. 

Only  one,  in  saddest  silence, 

Only  one,  with  leaves  unshed, 
(Leaves  by  tears  of  longing  nourished  ?) 

Lonely  lifts  its  verdant  head. 

Ah!  my  heart  is  lilfe  this  desert, 

And  the  tree  which  there  I  see 
Green  as  summer,  is  the  image, 

Fairest,  best  beloved!  of  thee  !  H. 


What  Music  owes  to  Italy  and  Germany. 

[Concluded  from  last  week.] 

But  we  must  correct  a  few  more  of  the  historical 
errors  to  which  the  TrH>une  has  treated  its  readers. 
Boct'lierini  did  not  establish  the  quintet  before  Haydn, 
In  17C8  he  published  his  first  work,  Six  Si/mphonies, 
which  were  really  violin  quartets,  with  oliligato  vioi- 
oncello  accompanitnent.  But  Haydn  had  written  his 
first  quartet  in  1751  ;  that  is,  about  seventeen  years 
previously.  The  first  sonatas  were  not  those  ol  Co- 
relli,  but  of  Johann  Kuhnau,  a  predecessor  of  Seb. 
Bach  at  the  St.  Thomas  School,  Leipzii;,  and  were 
already  published  in  1695.  Corelli  was  a  violinist, 
and  wrote  and  performed  compositions  which  he 
called  sonatas;  but  those  had  as  little  to  do  wiih  that 
which  we  call  a  sonata,  as  the  sinfonlas  of  the  Italians 
with  our  symphonies.  Kuhnau  laid  the  stepping- 
stone  to  those  sonatas  for  the  piano-forte,  wliieh  were 
among  Beethoven's  greatest  triumphs :  and  tlie  first 
genuine  sonata  was  by  Emanuel  Bach,  who  may  also 
be  considered  as  the  founder  of  modern  piano-forte  ■ 
playing.  His  Versiich  iiher  die  wahre  Art  das  Clavier 
zu  spielen,  is  the  first  attempt  to  give  a  well-grounded 
method  for  this  branch  of  art.  Besides  Emanuel 
Bach,  Germany  has  had,  or  has  as  pianists,  (amon^'St 
others,)  Wolfl,  Steibelt,  Mozart,  Hummel,  Mos- 
cheles,  Kalkbrenner,  Czerny,  Cramer,  Berger,  Carl 
Mayer,  Carl  Maria  Von  Weber,  Thalbcrg,  Hcnselt, 
Dreyshock,  Clara  Schumann,  and  LisEt.  Yes,  Liszt 
— notwithstanding  the  disclaimer  of  the  Tribune — 
who,  born  in  Hungary  it  is  true,  came  to  Vienna 
while  yet  a  mere  boy,  and  there  studied  with 
Czerny.  With  no  shadow  of  reason  can  Liszt  be 
classified  with  any  other  school  of  pianism  than  the 
German.  So  that  not  "  one  only,"  but  many  of  the 
"superlative  piano  celebrities"  are  German.  The 
very  man,  however,  whom  the  Tribune  probably  con- 
siders the  first  of  pianists,  Thalberg,  is  far  differently 
estimated  by  the  artists  of  Germany. 

It  is  true  that  Germany  did  not  give  birth  to  a 
Pasta  or  a  Rubini;  but  it  did  produce  a  Cakoltne 
UsGEK,  who  was  decidedly  as  great  as  any  Italian 
singer  of  the  greatest  fame — a  fact  which  was  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Italians  themselves,  when  she 
electrified  her  audiences  at  Naples,  Rome,  and 
Milan.  Mrae.  Mara,  Mme.  Schroeder-Devrient,  Mme. 
Henriette  Sontag,  Johanna  Wagner,  Sophie  Cruvelli, 
Staudigl,  and  hosts  of  others  of  whom  the  Tribune 
seems  not  to  have  heard,  were  or  are  Germans.  As 
to  violin-playing,  who  is  the  man  who  has  educated 
in  this  art  the  most  celebrated  performers  of  the  day, 
and  who  has  himself  created  a  school  ?  It  is  the 
German,  Louis  Spohr.  Shall  we  further  name 
Ernst?  or  Joachim,  the  acknowledged  greatest 
violinist  of  his  age  t 

We  know  perfectly  well  how  much  we  owe  to  Italy. 
We  know  the  high  position  that  country  occupied 
in  art  from  the  days  of  Palf.stkina,  doivn  through 
the  seventeenth  century,  and  to  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth.  We  are'  well  aware  that  Palestrina  cre- 
ated the  so-called  sublime  stvle,  and  purified  church- 
compositions  from  the  barliarisms,  and  the  paper 
ciu'iosities  of  the  school  of  Netherlands ;  but  we  shall 
not  imitate  the  Tribune,  and  claim  that  he  did  this 
because  his  master  was  from  the  Netherlands.  No, 
he  accomplished  all  this,  in  spite  of  the  training  re- 
ceived from  Goudimel.  We  are  far,  very  far,  from  ig- 
noring or  disdaining  the  great  services  which  Italy  (as 
well  as  other  nations,  and  more  especially  France) 
has  rendered  to  musical  art;  but,  neverlheless,  we 
can  not  help  repeating  that,  "  Whenever  (in  modern 
times)  musical  art  has  entered  upon  a  new  phase,  and 
has  made  new  steps  in  its  progress,  these  have  orig- 
inated from  German  genius  and  German  inspira- 
tions." The  Quintet,  the  Musical  Drama,  the  Opera, 
the  Sonata,  the  Oratorio;  all  these  are  due  to  Ger- 
man genius,  and  tlie  grandest  inspirations  in  each  of 
tjiese  hranches  have  come  from  Germans.  Men  like 
Sebastian  Bach,  Handel,  Gluck,  H.aydn,  Mozart,  and 
Beethoven,  can  not  be  claimed  by  any  other  nation 
than  that  of  Germany;  and  however  exalted,  how- 
ever serviceable,  however  great  the  celebrities  of 
France  and  Italy  may  be  considered,  they  can  not  be 
compared  with  the  brilliant  musical  lights  of  Ger- 
many. What  is  it  in  any  French,  English,  or  Italian 
composer  that  has  at  once  given  him  a  position  and 
a  superiority"  over  his  rivals'?  It  is  his  ndopiion  of 
the  German  style.  Look  at  Berlioz.  What  makes 
him  so  original  in  the  eyes  of  his  countrymen  ?  It 
is  the  German  element  in  his  music;  it  is  that  tho- 
roughly German  striving  for  what  is  new,  which  is  its 
greatest  characteristic.  It  is  just  that  element  in  the 
character  of  German  musicians  whicli  has  impelled 
them  continually  onward.  It  is  this  impulse  which, 
in  spite  of  political  and  other  kindred  hindrances, 
keeps  them  searching  and  searching,  while  other  na- 
tions seem  to  rest,  satisfied  with  past  systems  nnd 
past  achievements.    It  is  this,  which  at  the  present 
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hour,  has  caused  music  to  enter  upon  a  new  phase  of 
that  revolution  which  the  German  Gluck  com- 
menced in  dramatic,  and  the  German  Beethoven  in 
instrumental  music  All  this  while  Italy,  the  Trib- 
une's "  mother  of  arts,"  is  evidently  in  the  very  last 
stages  of  her  artistic  existence ;  supplying  her  theatres 
with  singers  even  from  Germany,  France,  and  from 
our  own  America. 

Time  has  been  when  Italy  was  the  mother  of  arts  ; 
but  before  her  day  came  that  of  Greece,  and  before 
Greece  came  Egypt.  But  the  sceptre  has  by  turns 
passed  from  all  these,  and  is  now  most  undoubtedly 
held  by  Germany.  Westward  the  star  of  Art,  as 
well  as  of  empire,  takes  its  way ;  and  the  enlightened 
tJiinkers  of  the  old  world  are  not  a  few,  who  pro- 
phesy boldly  that  the  day  will  come  and  indeed  is 
not  far  distant,  when  America  shall  be  the  land  of 
Art.  The  prophecy  is  founded  in  past  history  and 
past  experience,  and  is  by  no  means  weakened  by  the 
fact  that  as  yet  we  have  accomplished  but  little  in 
music. 


"Old  Folk's  Concert."  —  A  quaint  and 
quizzical  correspondent  of  the  N.  Y.  Courier  and 
Enquirer,  writing  from  Boston  about  musical  mat- 
ters, relates  the  following : 

In  private  we  have  plenty  of-  music.  Thanks- 
giving Day  I  attended  a  concert  at  which  were 
performed,  among  other  choice  pieces — Edom,  by 
O.  Holden,  1800.  This  must  have  been  a  very 
popular  tune  in  the  country.  The  imitated  point 
is  on  the  words  "  He  makes  the  grass — and  cor-or- 
orn  to  grow:" — Invitation  "as  corrected,"  from 
the  Rural  Harmony,  ibid.  The  point  is  on  "  fly 
like  a  youthful,  &e."  Worthinyton.  Mass.  Har- 
mony, 1803.  "  They  beat  the  air,  &c  ;  "  Indus- 
try, Vienna,  etc.,  ad  lihilmn ;  — "  Elegy  on  the 
death  of  Eliphar  Hibbard  BoUes,  who  was  in- 
stantly killed  by  a  cart  wheel's  running  over  his 
head,  Dec.  30th,  1801,  aged  4  years  6'months." 
This  is  less  remarkable  for  counterpoint  than  for 
dramatic  pathos.  "  The  Song  of  Songs,"  from  the 
Psalmodist's  Companion,  Isaiah  Thomas,  1793. 
The  words,  "let  him  kiss  me,"  and  "as  the  apple 
tree,"  come  in  with  powerfully  effective  repetition 
in  this  composition.  In  short,  we  do  something 
in  the  way  of  music  of  the  strictly  K.  N.  school. 


# 


-  Diary  Abroad.— No.  10. 

Berlin,  Jan.  21. — Who  haa  not  read  of  Allf.gri's 

"Miserere?"  What  lover  of  music  has  not  in  imagina- 
tion listened  to  it  as  to  strains  absolutely  unearthly?  Who, 
especially  such  ag  arc  acquainted  with  Cleveland's  article 
in  the  N.  Y.  Review  some  dozen  years  since,  have  not  felt 
that  until  they  hear  this  music,  there  is  still  a  point  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  products  of  musical  genius  not  yet 
attained,  though  all  that  Handel,  Bach,  Mozart,  Gluck, 
Haydn,  Beethoven  and  Mendelssohn  effected  has  become 
familiar?  For  my  own  part,  I  would  have  made  the 
journey  to  Rome  on  the  condition  of  going  there  blind- 
fold and  coming  away  next  morning,  could  1  have  been 
conducted  into  the  Siatine  Chapel  to  hear  the  Miserere. 
Still,  though  I  had  Dr.  Burney's  copy  of  it  in  my  file 
of  the  Harmonicon,  another  copy  in  the  ,\eipziger  Mus. 
Zeitttng,  and  still  a  third  in  the  V^ienna  Mus.  Zeitung  for 
1817,  and  had  studied  it  over  and  over  again,  1  could 
never  make  out  that  it  is  such  a  remarkable  piece  of 
music.  You  have  the  SIst  psalm  in  Latin,  which  is  sung 
in  alternate  verses  by  the  choir,  and  chanted  by  the 
priests  at  the  altar.  The  first  half  of  the  first  verse  is  by 
the  five-voiced  chorus,  the  second  half  by  the  chorus  of 
four  parts.  The  next  two  verses  are  given  by  the  priests, 
and  then  the  two  choruses  again  follow  with  the  4th  and 
6th  verses  (the  5th  being  omitted)  to  the  same  music.  It 
is  in  fact  the  lesson  of  the  day,  as  in  our  Episcopal 
churches,  with  this  difference:  the  priests  here  chant 
their  stanzas,  and  instead  of  the  people  reading  theirs, 
the  choir  sings  them — a  part  of  the  psalm  being  omitted. 
The  music  is  very  simple,  and  though  quite  artistic  and 
scientific  two  hundred  years  ago,  has  always  looked  to 
me  on  paper  rather  common.  Omne  ignotum pro  mag- 
nifico.  What  a  wonderful  exploit  has  it  been  thought 
now  for  85  years  that  Mozart  in  two  visits  to  the  Sistine 
Chapel  stole  the  score  of  this  great  and  marvellous  com- 
position !  Holmes  says,  "  the  difficulty  of  putting  down 
in  notes  the  music  performed  by  a  double  choir,  abound- 
ing in  imitation  and  traditional  effects,  of  which  one  of 


the  chief  is  characterized  by  the  absence  of  a  perceptible 
rhythm,  is  scarcely  conceivable."  Bravo,  Mr.  Holmes! 
In  the  first  place,  your  double  choir  is  two  choirs  which 
sing  separately,  the  music  of  the  first  or  five-voiced  choir 
being  eung  note  for  note  six  times  over  in  the  course  of 
the  psalm,  and  that  of  the  four-voiced  choir  five  times, 
and  only  on  the  last  line  of  the  psalm,  to  the  words 
"  Tunc  imponent  super  altare  iuum  vitulos/'  do  you  have 
a  double  chorus.  Secondly,  the  music  is  a  chant  in  which 
each  choir  has  two  chanting  notes  and  two  cadences,  the 
cadences  somewhat  involved,  perhaps,  but  nothing  in 
comparison  with  what  the  boys  at  the  Thomas  school  in 
Leipzig  have  to  sing  daily.  The  Miserere  ia  thus  divided, 
— 4'-2  time,  Larghissimo  : — 

Ist  choir,  first  chanting  note  and  four  bars  cadences 
second  chanting  note  and  seven  bars  cadence. 

2d  choir,  first  chanting  note  and  three  bars  cadence, 
second  chanting  note  and  four  bars  cadence. 

Double  choir,  grand  cadence  of  seven  bare! 

The  youthful  prodigy,  Mozart,  then,  had  {excepting  the 
canto  fermos)  to  fix  in  his  memory  and  write  out,  eleven 
bars  of  music,  which  in  two  visits  to  the  chapel  he  heard 
twelve  times  over,  and  seven  bars  which  he  heard  ten 
times,  and  seven  bars  (in  nine  parts)  which  he  heard 
twice ;  in  al!  twenty-five  bars  of  excessively  slow  music, 
church  music  too,  with  which  he  had  been  more  or  less 
occupied  every  day  of  his  life  since  he  began  to  think 
and  reason.  If  Mozart  had  never  done  anything  greater 
than  that,  Mr.  Holmes  would  never  have  written  his  life. 
A  friend  of  mine,  upon  once  hearing  a  chant  by  the  Dom 
Choir  here  some  weeks  ago,  wrote  it  down  and  sent  it 

home  to  his  old  church  in  S ,  where  it  has  become  a 

favorite, 

"  But  this  friend  is  not  a  mere  child  as  Mozart  was." 

No,  he  is  no  Mozart, — begging  hia  pardon. 

In  the  case  of  the  Miserere,  whatever  traditional  effects, 
through  dynamic  variations,  may  be  produced  by  the  papal 
choir  in  the  several  stanzas,  the  notation  remains  the 
same,  and  it  was  this  which  Mozart  carried  off". 

But  how  account  for  the  effects  produced  ?  They  are 
scenic,  dramatic,  theatrical,  in  part,  and  in  part  are  owing 
to  other  causes  worthy  a  word  or  two.  The  auditor  goes 
there  a  long  time  before  mass  in  order  to  secure  an  en- 
trance into  the  chapel,  which  will  not  admit  more  than 
five  or  six  hundred  spectators.  Here  he  is  crushed  and 
jammed  and  crowded  through  the  performance  of  a  long 
mass,  and  then  at  last  he  is  rewarded  by  le  grand  spec- 
tacle of  the  pope  and  cardinals  playing  penitents  —  as 
described  in  all  the  writings  on  the  subject.  Think  of 
the  physical  condition  in  which  one  is  at  the  time  ;  think 
of  the  effect  of  changing  from  the  ordinary  music  of  the 
mass  to  a  simple  old  chant,  breathed  out  into  the  solemn 
darkness  half  lighted  up  by  the  flames  streaming  from 
the  huge  cross  suspended  there  in  mid  airj  and  though 
the  music  be  the  very  baldest  and  most  common-place 
chords  without  melody — which  this  is  not — still  it  would 
strike  you  at  the  time  as  unsurpassable.  When  the  Pope 
sent  word  to  Francis  I.  of  Austria,  in  reply  to  the  accu- 
sation that  the  holy  old  daddy  had  deceived  him  in  the 
matter  of  this  music,  "  We  sent  you  the  score,  but  did 
not  send  you  the  singers,"  he  should  have  gone  farther 
and  added,  "nor  did  we  come  ourselves  with  all  our 
costumes  and  paraphernalia  of  repentance,  with  our  dark 
chapel,  our  burning  cross,  and  exhausted  multitude  of 
spectators.''  Upon  its  production  in  Vienna,  in  Leipzig, 
in  Cassel,  and  in  Munich,  in  every  case  it  fell  dead  upon 
the  audience. 

Now  another  point.  I  doubt  if  in  any  other  art  novelty 
has  so  much  influence  in  producing  effect,  as  in  music. 
For  common  and  very  vulgar  examples  of  this,  take 
"  negro  minstrelsy,"  the  sentimentality  of  the  trash  sung 
by  wandering  bands  of  Hutchinsons  and  others,  or  the 
accordeon  mania.  So  strikingly  beautiful  were  the  fizzy, 
wheezy,  asthmatic  tones  of  the  accordeon  thought,  that 
scarcely  a  house  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of- 
our  land  was  without  its  "  squeal," — no  wonder  we  have 
become  such  a  nervous,  fidgetty  race !  Take  a  higher 
example.  Americans  are  arriving  in  this  city  on  an  aver- 
age three  or  four  a  week,  the  year  round;  sometimes 
twenty  in  a  week,  sometimes  more.  The  musical  ones 
are  all  agog  to  hear  the  men  and  boy  choir  in  the  Dom. 
They  hear  it 5  Oh  there  never  was  anything  like  that! 
that  is  what  they  call  music!  All  they  ever  heard  is 
nothing  to  this,  and  could  they  only  hear  this  for  the  rest 
of  their  lives,  they  would  be  perfectly  satisfied.     Some 


of  them  come  here  to  spend  the  winter,  or  to  enter  the 
University,  They  will  hear  that  choir  every  Sunday — 
rain,  hail,  earthquake  itself  shall  not  prevent  that.  Well, 
I  laugh  and  tell  them,  they  do  sing  exquisitely,  but  it  is 
not  a  kind  of  music  which  can  "wear  long — our  ear,  our 
very  nature  wants  the  true  soprano — we  must  have  the 
feminine  principle — it  is  too  much  like  Platonic  love,  tk-c. 
Then  I  "  catch  it" — There,  that's  just  one  of  your  ab- 
surd transcendental  notions.  You  think  that  your  taste 
must  be  a  law  to  all  who  hear  music,  and  that  because 
you  happen  to  think  a  mixed  chorus  better  than  this,  or 
than  choruses  of  men's  voices,  that  therefore  it  is  so. 
The  fact  is,  that  our  folks  at  home  will  never  know  what 
good  music  is — choir  music,  I  mean — until  ihey  can  hear 
something  like  this. 

Very  well,  I  say,  and  laugh  again. 

Some  Monday,  about  six  or  eight  weeks  later,  I  meet 
A  or  B,  and  inquire  how  he  liked  the  Dom  choir  yester- 
day ?  "  Oh,  I  was  not  there.  To  tell  truth,  it  don't  pay 
to  get  up  these  cold  morning-s  and  go  down  there  to  hear 
them.  It  is  the  same  thing  over  and  over  again,  and 
besides  I  have  subscribed  to  their  concerts.  One  comes 
off  next  Saturday  night,  don't  you  want  my  ticket  7  1 
don't  care  anything  about  going," 

As  soon  as  he  has  gone,  I  enjoy  laugh  No.  3. 

Now  nine  out  of  ten  who  crowd  themselves  into  the 
Sistine  Chapel  to  hear  Allegri's  Miserere,  and  who  come 
home  and  confirm  all  that  has  been  written  about  it,  have 
never  heard  any  good  choir  singing,  except  from  our 
usual  mixed  choirs.  Here,  however,  for  the  first  time 
with  most,  they  hear  another  kind  of  choral  music,  and 
all  for  the  first  time  hear  a  chorus  in  which  the  artificial 
voice  of  the  castrati  supplies  alto  and  soprano.  Musi- 
cally, this  circumstance  alone  must  work  most  power- 
fully to  enhance  the  unearthly  effect  already  theatrically 
produced. 

Speaking  of  the  influence  of  novelty  recalls  to  mind  a 
free,  public  concert,  I  heard  in  May,  1850,  in  the  market 
place  of  Geneva,  in  Switzerland.  It  was  vocal,  and 
aflTorded  me  the  highest  amusement.  I  suppose  1  never 
laughed  so  much  at  another  musical  entertainment  as  at 
that,  and  yet  probably  no  other  person  in  the  neighbor- 
hood smiled.  The  vocalists,  ranged  round  the  little 
square,  were  probably  fifty  in  number.  The  language 
was  foreign  to  me,  and  the  only  word  I  succeeded  in 
catching  was  "  6-haw,"  which  was  often  repeated,  and 
that  too  with  the  deepest  gravity  on  the  part  of  the  sing- 
ers. The  music  was  in  short  strophes,  consisting  of  sev- 
eral repetitions  of  "  6-haw,"  followed  by  a  deep  bass 
note  with  a  pause  (,/7^)  given  with  a  breadth  and  strength 
of  lung  not  easily  described.  [Gardner  in  his  "  Music  of 
Nature,"  has  attempted  to  give  some  idea  of  the  tune.] 
We  had  not  qnly  solos,  duets,  trios,  and  so  on  up  to  semi 
and  full  choruses,  with  rondo  and  fugue-like  passages, 
but  at  times  a  single  voice,  after  ejaculating  the  **  6-haw" 
jy,  would  rest,  while  from  some  neighboring  street  came 
faintly  back,  as  in  Jenny  Lind's  echo  song,  a  hardly  audi- 
ble "  h  haw"  in  return.  Among  my  musical  experiences 
I  recollect  nothing  so  irresistibly  ludicrous  as  the  concert 
of  Asses  (four-footed)  at  Geneva.  But  the  little  fellows 
have  trotted  me  rather  wide  of  the  mark. 

The  occasion  of  all  this  long  diaristic  was  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Soiree  of  the  Dom  Choir  last  evening, 
upon  which  the  first  piece  was  Allegri's  Miserere.  We 
were  informed  previously  that  this  was  to  be  sung  with 
all  the  traditional  effects,  and  in  accordance  (as  I  under- 
stood it)  with  the  dynamic  marks  in  red  pencil  upon  a 
copy  in  the  Library,  if  I  mistake  not,  which  marks  are 
supposed  to  be  from  Mozart's  hand.  One  thing  is  cer- 
tain ;  that  if  the  music  be  indeed  extraordinary,  this  choir 
will  show  it  to  be  bo.  Besides  the  Miserere,  there  was  : 
2d,  Chorus  for  Men's  voices,  "  Terrihilis  est  locus  iste," 
by  Mastiolotti — a  name  quite  unknown  to  me;  3d, 
Crucifixu^,  in  eight  parts,  by  Lotti,  the  old  Venetian 
Kapellmeister,  contemporary  with  Handel;  4th,  Half  of 
Beethoven's  Sonata  for  Pianoforte  and  Violoncello  (op. 
102,)  and  5th,  "  Regina  Cceli,"  by  Caldara,  who  died 
about  1763,  after  half  a  century  of  service  in  the  music  of 
the  Court  at  Vienna. 

Part  II.  6th,  Motet,  (8  voices)  "Jauchzet  dem  Herni," 
which  the  programme  attributed  to  Bach,  but  which  our 
Bachists  say  is  a  composition  by  Schicht,  who  died  at 
Leipzig  in  1823.  7th,  The  rest  of  that  Sonata.  8th, 
Motet  for  Sopranos  and  Altos,  Mendelssohn,  9th,  Cho- 
rus by  Haydn, 
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The  Sing-Akademie  Hall  was  full,  and  evidently  the 
great  point  of  attraction  was  the  first  piece.  It  was 
sung — it  was  sung  finely,  excellently.  And  then  people 
looked  at  each  other,  and  asked,  "Is  that  that  famous 
music  ?  "  I  suppose  not  one  person  in  the  house  last 
night  would  contradict  the  asaertion  that  Allegri's  A/ise- 
rcre  was  the  poorest  piece  on  the  programme.  I  was  not 
much  disappointed,  having  so  often  in  vain  tried  to  find 
anything  extraordinary  in  the  printed  music.  I  was  most 
disappointed  in  the  piece  attributed  to  Bach.  It  did  not 
eeem  to  me  equal  to  what  I  had  heard  of  his  on  other 
occasions,  nor  to  be  in  fact  music  of  hia  day.  But  on 
learning  that  Bach  wrote  no  eight-part  piece,  "  Jauchzet 
dem  Htrrn,"  and  that  Schicht  did,  the  mystery  was 
cleared  up.    Folks  do  make  mistakes  even  here. 

[Whether  it  would  not  pay  to  give  some  funny  speci- 
menB  of  criticism  from  this  side  the  water  ?] 

It  is  not  easy  to  speak  in  too  strong  terms  of  the  ex- 
quisite art  with  which  this  choir  of  eighty  voices  sang 
last  night.  It  Is  not  at  all  strange  that  people  hearing 
them  for  the  first  time  should  so  overrate  this  kind  of 
choir  —  they  cannot  overrate  this  choir  —  and  yet  last 
night  long  before  the  close  many  persona  became  weary 
and  left,  and  I  myself  could  hardly  hold  out  quite  to  the 
end.  I  have  many  a  time  sat  out  from  three  to  four 
hours  of  Oratorio  with  less  uneasiness  than  these  two 
hours  last  evening.  Still,  if  they  were  going  to  America, 
I  could  conscientiously  recommend  their  performances 
as  being  better  worthy  of  a  generous  support  than  any- 
thing else  which  Europe  has  thus  far  sent  us.  In  saying 
this  I  have  the  welfare  of  Music  in  general  among  us  in 
view. 


Dmigjjf  0  %mxu\  nf  Bnmr. 


BOSTON,  FEB.  24,  1855. 


Concerts. 

[Crowded  out  last  week.] 

Mendelssohn  Quintette    Club. The 

seventh  chamber  concert,  on  Tuesday  (last  week,) 
was  another  very  choice  and  satisfactory  feast  of 
the  best  kind  of  music.  The  programme  em- 
braced three  entire  pieces  in  the  Quartet  form, 
and  all  were  played  with  admirable  spirit,  deli- 
cacy and  expression.  The  opening  piece  was 
the  favorite  and  ever  welcome  Quartet  of  Beet- 
hoven, in  B  flat,  (No.  6  of  op.  18.)  We  never 
enjoyed  it  more,  and  judged  by  Oulibicheff's 
severest  ideal  of  what  a  violin  quartet  should  be, 
it  certainly  seemed  to  us  as  chaste,  as  clear,  as 
purely  and  abstractly  musical,  without  admixture 
of  anything  dramatic  or  descriptive,  as  the  best  of 
Mozart,  while  it  has  the  peculiar  Beethoven  indi- 
viduality and  fire.  Certainly  this  is  true  of  the 
Allegro,  Adagio  and  Scherzo.  It  is  only  in  the 
finale,  that  the  verbal  title.  La  Malinconia,  and  the 
somewhat  capricious  and  sudden  alternation  be- 
tween those  mystical  and  mournful  slow  chords 
and  tlie  dancing  sunlight  of  the  Allegro  suggests 
any  departure.  Yet  it  may  be  asked  whether 
even  that  does  not  justify  itself  in  the  effect  pro- 
duced. 

The  novelty  par  excellence  of  the  evening  was 
a  Quartet,  (No.  1,  in  E  flat,)  by  Cherubini,  the 
Italian  who  wrote  in  the  most  learned  manner  of 
the  Germans,  and  whose  Masses  and  Operas  rank 
among  the  highest  productions  of  their  kind— 
whose  praise  alone  Beethoven  seemed  to  value 
when  he  published  his  great  Mass  in  D.  Like 
every  thing  we  ever  heard  of  Cherubini's,  this 
Quartet  was  exceedingly  elaborate  and  long ; 
crowded  with  ideas,  beautiful  and  bold  ones,  all 
worked  out,  varied  and  enforced  by  all  the  means 
of  harmony  and  counterpoint.  It  was  extremely 
interesting  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  and  we 


hope  to  hear  it  many  times ;  for  from  one  hear- 
ing, without  having  seen  the  notes,  it  is  not  easy 
to  speak  of  so  great  a  work.  But  nothing  should 
we  more  rejoice  to  see  in  the  next  programme 
than  this  same  wonderful  Quartet  of  Cherubini. — 
Mendelssohn's  first  Quintet,  that  which  is  so 
full  of  his  fairy  fancies,  closed  the  concert,  and 
delightfully. 

Another  novelty  (fbr  us)  was  the  singing  of  an 
air  from  that  fine  old  Italian  composer,  Marcello, 
called  Saria  pur  dolce  amor;  not  one  of  Mar- 
cello's  "  Psalms."  It  is  truly  a  noble,  unaffectedi 
lovely  melody,  and  it  was  sung  with  the  utmost 
taste  and  feeling  by  Mr.  Arthurson,  with  a 
fitting  violoncello  obligato  part  by  Wulf  Fries. 
This  was  warmlj'  encored,  but  in  vain.  Mr.  A.'s 
other  song,  from  Shakspeare's  "  As  you  Like  it," 
Blow,  Mow,  thou  winter  wind,  composed  bj'  Dr. 
Arne,  and  one  of  the  very  best  of  old  English 
songs,  was  also  most  charmingly  rendered,  and 
had  to  be  repeated.  The  piano  accompaniments 
were  nicely  played,  only  a  little  too  loudly  some- 
times, by  Mr.  Trenkle. — A  morceau  de  salon, 
called  Adagio  sentimentale,  by  Ernst,  certainly 
one  of  the  most  sensible  and  impressive  violin 
solos  we  remember  to  have  heard,  and  new  here 
withal,  was  played  in  faultless  and  expressive 
style  by  August  Fries. 

Seldom  indeed  have  we  had  more  unalloyed 
enjoyment  at  a  Chamber  concert  than  at  this, 
and  we  were  rather  painfully  reminded  that  the 
series  will  be  ended  with  one  more.  We  were 
pleased  to  learn,  however,  that  there  have  been 
many  urgent  requests  for  a  continuance  of  these 
concerts,  and  that  the  Club  are  ready  to  give  a 
supplementary  series  of  four  more,  as  soon  as  a 
sufficient  number  of  tickets  (at  $2.50  for  the 
four)  shall  be  subscribed  for.  We  confidently 
trust  that  the  success  of  this  scheme  will  be  an- 
nounced at  the  last  regular  concert,  which  takes 
place  next  Tuesday  evening. 


Orchestral  Union. — The  Symphony  in  the 
last  two  Wednesday  Afternoon  Concerts,  was  our 
never-failing  old  first  favorite,  the  No.  5  (in  C 
minor)  of  Beethoven  ;  always  the  more 
dear  to  music-lovers  hereabouts  as  having  been 
the  entering  wedge  of  symphony  in  Boston. 
(What  shades  arise,  as  often  as  we  hear  the  first 

movement  of  its  strange,    Q  ,  b r~'~i 

bold   theme:  ^t&33^i^ 


of  the  old  Academy  concerts  and  those  rapt  lis- 
tenings from  the  sky-parlor  of  the  departed 
Odeon !)  Mr.  Zerrahn's  orchestra  played  it, 
especially  the  second  time,  with  admirable  pre- 
cision, euphony  and  clearness,  and  with  a  real 
verve,  as  if  every  instrument  spake  for  a  heartily 
conspiring  soul  behind  itself.  The  musical  inten- 
tion was  expressed; — not  so  powerfully  as  it 
might  have  been  with  thrice  the  numbar  of 
strings,  but  feelingly,  palpably  and  truly.  In  the 
Allegro  and  the  heavenly  Andante,  jurt  the  right 
<e»!;)o  seemed  to  be  hit,  and  we  noticed  no  want 
save  that  in  some  of  those  rapid,  nervously  em- 
phatic phrases  of  the  former, 


the  ear  actually  heard  only  the  accented  note  in 
each  phrase,  leaving  the  other  three  notes  to  be 
supplied  by  the  mind's  ear.  It  could  hardly  be 
otherwise,  we  suppose,  in  a  distant  seat,  except 
with  a  much  more  solid  mass  of  violins.     We 


thought  a  slightly  less  quick  tempo  might  have 
enhanced  the  solemnity  of  the  answering  (trum- 
pet) theme  in  the  Scherzo;  but  it  was  very 
nicely  played,  and  the  basses  in  that  exceedingly 
brisk  little  fugue-like  scramble  which  they  have 
to  go  through,  came  out  remarkably  distinct, 
letting  not  a  note  fall  to  the  ground.  The  glo- 
rious triumphal  march,  which  crowns  the  whole, 
was  all  it  could  be  without  greater  mass  of  tone. 
The  attention  of  the  audience  was  marked 
throughout. 

Last  time  too  the  Freyscliiitz  overture  (a  wel- 
come substitute  for  Meyerbeer's  to  Slruensee), 
and  a  piece  long  linked  in  the  affections  of  Bos- 
tonians  loitli  the  Fifth  Symphony,  was  played 
with  most  perfect  spirit  and  ensemble.  Familiar 
as  it  was,  its  charm  was  fresh,  and  it  electrified 
the  audience.  We  assure  our  readers,  they  have 
not  heard  the  overture  to  Der  Freyschiitz,  if  they 
have  not  heard  Zerrahn's  orchestra  play  it.  It  is 
their  best  piece. — Between  this  and  the  symphony 
we  should  have  mentioned  the  very  brilliant 
violin  concerto  by  De  Beriot,  in  which  our 
friend  Schultze  really  surpassed  himself,  rend- 
ered every  thing  with  a  vigor  and  a  purity  of 
intonation,  which  we  have  not  heard  surpassed. 
Had  they  stopped  here,  with  these  three  pieces, 
we  should  have  had  a  concert  of  rare  unity  and 
completeness,  and  worth  twice  the  price  to  hear. 
But  there  were  added  lighter  pieces,  waltzes, 
arrangements,  and  the  overture  to  Semiramide. 

But  the  audiences?  There  was  still  a  slight 
increase  of  numbers  ;  yet  at  no  time  has  the 
audience  seemed  large  enough  to  pay  the  musi- 
cians for  their  time  ;  and  what  we  have  continu- 
ally feared  is  at  last  brought  home  to  us  in  the 
announcement  that  the  two  next  afternoon  con- 
certs will  be  the  last.  Will  not  the  music-lovers 
at  length  rally  and  show  two  such  houses  that 
the  concerts  must  perforce  go  on.  Doubtless  it 
depends  on  the  musical  public  whether  that  shall 
be.  The  support  of  grand  classical  concerts  thus 
far  this  winter  has  been  far  from  worthy  of  the 
fame  of  Boston.  It  speaks  not  well  for  us,  when 
we  give  all  to  a  short  month  of  opera,  or  when 
the  singing  of  Rossini's  "  Moses  in  Egypt,"  com- 
mands a  greater  crowd  than  the  best  orchestral 
feasts  of  Mozart,  Beethoven  and  Mendelssohn. 

Musical  Fund  Society. — Tne  long  de- 
ferred third  concert  drew  to  the  Music  Hall  a 
much  larger  audience  than  the  first  two.  The 
bill  of  fare  was  novel  and  exceptional,  the  selec- 
tions from  the  standard  classical  repertoire  being 
limited  to  an  overture  by  Webek,  and  one  of 
Haydn's  light  and  elegant  symphonies;  after 
which  First  Part,  or  prelude,  the  remainder  of 
the  evening,  much  the  largest  portion,  was  occu- 
pied by  the  first  hearing  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Perkins's 
Cantata,  called  "  The  Pilgrims." 

The  rendering  of  the  overture  to  "Oberon" 
was  hardly  up  to  the  mark  of  the  preceding 
concerts  ;  it  had  some  "  rough  places  "  which  re- 
quired to  be  "  made  plain ; "  yet  other  parts 
were  very  effective.  Haydn's  Symphony,  in  D, 
the  one  with  an  Adagio  introduction  in  D  minor, 
leading  into  a  merry,  almost  dance-like  Presto  in 
the  major,  for  a  first  movement,  was  finely  played. 
The  Andante,  and  the  pastoral  Minuet  and  Trio, 
gave  great  pleasure;  and  the  Finale,  more  ab- 
stract and  ingeniously  contrapuntal  in  its  style,  is 
exceedingly  graceful,  and  was  brought  out  with 
great  nicety  and  clearness. 
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Of  the  new  Cantata  we  have  too  little  confi- 
dence in  our  own  first  impressions,  to  venture  to 
pronounce  upon  its  musioa,l  value  as  a  whole. 
These  impressions,  whatever  they  may  have  been 
at  the  moment,  as  part  after  part  claimed  notice, 
have  not  as  yet  shaped  themselves  (our  own  fault 
perhaps)  into  a  positive  and  abiding  whole.  It 
does  not  lie  so  clearly  in  our  mind  that  we  have 
any  right  to  say  success  or  failure ;  and  inasmuch 
as  it  is  to  be  repeated  this  evening,  we  deem  it 
wiser  and  more  just  to  all  concerned  to  delay 
judgment.  We  may  say  however  that  it  con- 
tained some  interesting  and  efl^ective  numbers, 
and  was  received  not  only  with  kindness,  but  in 
several  parts  with  evidences  of  decided  pleasui-e 
by  the  audience.  The  poem,  written  by  H.  F. 
Choeley,  describes  the  joy  and  gratitude  of 
our  Pilgrim  Fathers  upon  landing  on  these 
shores.  Neither  the  poem  nor  the  music  suggests 
much  stern  Puritanism  about  them  ;  they  seem  a 
jovially  pious,  happy  set,  and  in  the  opening 
chorus  call  for  "  wine  to  drink  with  one  another." 

We  were  quite  interested  in  the  first  movement, 
Adagio,  expressing  "  prayer  and  leave-taking," 
and  in  the  first  half  or  so  of  the  Allegro  ("  typical 
of  the  voyage")  of  the  Overture.  An  arrange- 
ment of  this,  for  four  hands,  has  been  published 
by  Nathan  Richardson,  so  that  our  readers  may 
satisfy  themselves  more  clearly  of  its  intrinsic 
musical  contents.  The  fii-st  chorns,  too,  though 
light,  -was  quite  agreeable.  The  religions  chorals, 
■when  sung  in  full  chorus  by  members  of  the 
Haisdel  and  Hatdx  Socie!ty,  were  to  us  the 
most  impressive  portions  of  the  work.  In  some 
of  the  solo  and  concerted  pieces,  sung  by  Miss 
Bothamly,  soprano.  Miss  Twicheil,  contralto, 
Mr.  MiLLAKD,  tenor,  and  Mr.  Wetherbee,  bass, 
we  felt  more  or  less  of  discord,  and  we  could  not 
resist  a  suspicion  that  the  instrumentation,  often 
elaborate,  crowded  and  full  of  motion,  instead  of 
relieving  the  voices,  made  their  task  ungrateful ; 
but  of  this  we  will  not  judge  yet.  These  solo-ists 
are  among  our'  very  best  singers,  and  every  efibrt 
seemed  to  be  made  on  the  part  of  all  the  performers 
to  do  the  work  full  justice.  Yet  they  will  un- 
doubtedly succeed  better  a  second  time.  Once 
begun,  it  should  be  fairly,  fully  heard.  After 
that,  it  will  be  time  to  raise  the  inquiry,  how  far 
it  is  politic  (as  a  general  rule)  to  use  the  regular 
evenings  of  such  concert  societies,  our  stated  op- 
portunities (too  few  at  best)  for  hearing  the  ac- 
knowledged mastei'-pieces  of  the  Art,  for  the  first 
trials  of  new  works. 

Handel  and  Hay'dn  Sociexy. — "  Moses  ra 
Egypt"  was  revived  for  last  Sunday  evening's 
concert,  and  the  Music  Hall  was  crowded  to  its 
utmost  capacity,  looking  more  like  old  times  than 
any  thing  the  concert  history  of  this  winter  has 
afforded,  since  the  "  Messiah"  at  Christmas.  Miss 
Anna  Stone  was  one  principal  attraction,  and 
her  splendid  upper  voice,  especially  with  chorus, 
seemed  more  wonderful  than  ever.  The  other 
solos  were  sustained  by  Mrs.  Wentwoktii,  Mrs. 
Hill,  Mr.  Arthdeson,  Mr.  Wheat,  Mr. 
Aiken  and  Mr.  Adams.  The  last  named,  has 
not  so  rich  and  telling  a  bass  as  his  predecessor, 
Mr.  Ball,  but  sang  very  well.  Mr.  Aiken  sur- 
passed himself,  his  tones  springing  forth  with  a 
more  elastic  and  resonant  quality  than  was  his 
wont.  The  others  sang  finely,  but  there  was  oc- 
casional falseness  of  intonation,  and  as  a  whole 
the  thing  did  not  pass  off  quite  so  well  as  last  year_ 


Yet  many  of  the  choruses  sounded  very  finely, 
and  as  for  the  orchestra,  we  never  heard  the  lux- 
ury and  brillianc}'  of  the  Rossini  music  brought 
out  with  such  delicious  clearness,  as  this  time  by 
the  Orchestral  Union. 

Wareen  Street  Chapel,  —  The  eoncert  in  the 
Music  Hull  for  the  benefit  of  this  institution — one  of  the 
most  useful  charities  of  our  city — drew  a  full  house. 
The  children  of  Mr.  Barnard's  school  completelj^  filled 
the  stage  which  was  decorated  in  honor  of  the  daj' — 
(Washington's  birthday)  with  evergreens  and  flags. 
Tlie  children  sang  vei-y  nicely  some  choruses  and  a 
hymn  by  Dr.  T.  W.  Parsons  for  the  occasion.  The 
rest  of  the  programme  was  given  by  Miss  Stone,  Miss 
HujtPHREY,  Mrs.  EA5IETTI,  and  Messrs.  Millard, 
Groves  and  Trenkle,  who  volunteered  for  the  occasion, 
which  was  apparently  most  successful  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view. — The  children's  chorus  was  conducted 
by  Mr.  C.  H.  Clarke,  Mr.  Trenkle  being  the  organist 
and  pianist. 


Music  at  Hand. — To-night  the  Musical  Fund  So- 
ciety repeat  Mr.  Perkins's  Cantata,  and  offer  a  pro- 
gramme further  enriched  by  Mendelssohn's  wonderful 
"  FingaTs  Cave"  overture,  and  a  violin  solo  and  duet  by 
the  brothers  Mollenhauer. — The  Quintette  Club 
next  Tuesday  wiU  repeat  the  Cherubini  quartet,  besides 
other  fine  things,  the  songof  Makcello,  by  Mr.  Arthur- 
son,  &c. 


From  HEW  YOKE. 

Feb.  20. — I  have  just  returned  from  Eisfeld's  fourth 
Qu.artette  Soiree,  and  am  so  well  satisfied,  that  I  must 
give  you  some  account  of  it  on  the  spot,  though  at  this 
late  hour  my  remarks  can  be  but  brief  The  programme 
promised  us  a  Quintet  (violin,  two  violas,  'cello,  and 
flute),  by  KuiiLAU,  of  whom  you  perhaps  know  more 
than  I  do;  Beethoven's  Quartet  in  F,  op.  18;  a  Trio 
by  Franz  ScIiubert,  played  by  Mr.  Satter,  a  new 
star  in  om*  musical  horizon,  and  Messrs.  Noll  and 
Bergner;  and  Srtiii,  6a//e,  and  Mendelssohn's  sweet 
song,  JJas  eiste  Veilchen,  sung  by  Mme.  Wallace  Bou- 
chelle. 

The  Quintet  is  a  light  and  rather  trivial  composition, 
of  which  only  the  Minnetto  pleased  me  particularly.  A 
singular  effect  is  produced  by  the  flute  in  combination 
with  the  stringed  instruments — not  an  altogether  pleasing 
one.  The  execution  of  this  piece  was  not  equal  to  the 
usual  efforts  of  Mr.  Eisfeld's  "  Quartette  party;"  several 
parts  were  quite  confused.  Beethoven's  Quartet  went 
all  the  better;  it  is  very  pleasing,  in  his  earlier,  Mozart- 
like style.  Mme.  Bouchelle  gave  us  rather  too  many 
guttural  notes,  and  too  many  grimaces  in  Baiti,  baili ; 
nor  was  it  sung  lightly  and  gracefully  enough.  She  did 
better  in  Mendelssohn's  song,  in  spite  of  the  icy  recep- 
tion which  she  met  on  coming  out,  and  which  really 
pained  me  for  her  sake.  She  is  no  favorite  with  our 
"appreciative  few,"  but  it  should  be  remembered  that 
all  the  performers  at  these  Soir(5es  are  volunteer  assist- 
ants of  Mr.  Eisfeld,  and  have  a  claim  to  be  treated 
kindly  and  courteously,  at  least. 

How  can  I  do  justice  in  a  few  words  to  the  beautiful 
Trio  of  Schubert,  and  the  masterly  rendering  of  it  which 
it  was  our  good  fortune  to  hear?  Mr.  Satter  is  a  quite 
young  pianist,  originally,  I  believe,  an  amateur  artist, 
from  Vienna,  who  has  recently  arrived  here,  and  ap- 
peared in  public  for  the  first  time  to-night.  His  playing 
is,  in  my  opinion,  beyond  anything  that  we  have  yet 
heard  here,  either  from  resident  or  transitory  artists. 
His  style  is  that  of  Liszt  more  than  of  any  one  else, 
combining  immense  force,  astonishing  fluenc}^  great 
sweetness  and  expression  where  it  is  needed,  and  the  art 
of  making  the  notes  sing,  and  often  sound  out  and  vi- 
brate like  those  of  an  organ.  And  with  all  these  a 
calmness,  very  far  from  coldness  or  nonchalance,  which 
is  a  true  sign  of  the  artist.  He  proved  himself  such, 
toothy  his  selection,  merely  on  account  of  its  intrinsic 
beauty  and  worth,  of  this  Trio,  in  which  the  parts  of  the 
different  instruments  are  so  interwoven  and  blended, 
that  no  one  of  them  shows  off  to  more  advantage  than 
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the  others.  And  he  Was  ably  seconded  by  Messrs.  Kol 
and  Bergner.  The  Trio,  like  all  Schubert's  instrumental 
compositions,  is  beautiful,  exciting,  and  entirely  unique. 
The  first  Allegro  reminds  one  a  little  of  the  marches  for 
four  hands.  The  Andante  is  one  of  those  strange,  al- 
most monotonous  melodies,  moving  only  in  the  range  of 
a  few  notes,  like  the  slow  movement  in  the  posthumous 
Quatuor,  or  the  song  La  mort  de  la  jeunefiUe,  and,  like 
these,  abounding  in  the  richest,  mo5t  beautiful  harmo- 
nies. Then,  in  the  Scherzo,  there  is  a  wild,  joyous  life, 
a  motion,  an  excitement,  which  makes  one  feel  as  if 
borne  along  on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  while  in  the  Finale, 
with  its  snatches  of  weird  melody,  one  seems  trans- 
ported to  another  sphere. 

Mr.  Satter  was  called  out  twice,  until  he  consented  to 
show  us  his  powers  as  a  solo-player  in  a  fantasia  on 
Norma,  apparently  by  Liszt.  I  cannot  think  that  he 
chose  this  piece  except  to  show  us  what  he  could  do. — 
I  regret  to  say  that  the  audience  was  not  very  large,  the 
opera  probably  having  taken  many  away.    Bop.nonis. 

Feb.  21. — If,  at  one  time,  Grisi  and  Mario  were 
a  Httie  piqued  at  the  small  appreciation  of  their 
powers  by  a  New  York  audience,  they  must  have 
become  entirely  reconciled  to  our  pubtie  by  the 
complete  success  of  their  last  short  season  in  this 
city.  Whether  it  was  the  ambition  not  to  be  out- 
done by  the  Bostonians,  or  the  prospect  of  the 
artists'  near  departure,  the  reduction  of  prices,  or 
a  combination  of  all  these  reasons,  which  caused 
the  change, — enough,  they  were  enthusiastically 
received,  and  have  been  singing  for  six  nights  to 
constantly  increasing  audiences.  And  in  return, 
all  their  performances  have  been  characterized  by 
a  hearty  good-will,  and  the  evident  wish  to  leave 
the  best  impression.  The  artist-pair  have  appeared 
successively  in  /  Puritani,  Lucrezia,  Norma,  Se- 
miramide,  La  Favorita,  and  last  night  again  in 
Lucrezia.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  they  labored 
under  some  disadvantages,  such  as  the  house  in 
which  they  sang,  the  Metropolitan  Theatre,  not 
being  well  adapted  for  music,  so  that  from  the  par- 
quette  you  hear  only  tolerably,  and  from  the  first 
and  second  circles  not  well  at  all, — and  the  ill 
health  of  both  Susini  and  B-adiali,  which  disabled 
the  former  for  a  night  or  two,  and  entirely  pre- 
vented the  latter  from  singing  until  Monday,  in  the 
Favorita.  The  orchestra,  too,  is  a  miserable  one, 
and  often  so  loud  as  to  almost  drown  the  vocal 
parts. 

In  /  Puritani,  Grasi  can  hardly  do  otherwise 
than  well.  Elvira  is  one  of  her  roles  par  excellence, 
and  seems  to  suit  the  amount  of  voice  which  she 
still  possesses,  better  than  other  parts  which  re- 
quire more  energy.  Bernardi  took  Badiali's  part, 
and  Susini  being  very  hoarse,  Suoni  la  tromba  was 
omitted.  The  opera  hardly  seereied  itself  without 
that  number.  Mario  was  in  excellent  voice,  and 
made  the  most  of  his  rather  tame  part.  The  cho- 
ruses were  very  weak  in  number,  and  consequently 
in  volume  ;  a  deficiency  which  was  however  reme- 
died in  subsequent  performances,  though  unfor- 
tunately their  quality  was  not  improved  in  like 
measure.  They  have  been,  with  few  exceptions, 
very  indifferent  throughout. 

Mario's  greatest  triumph  was  on  the  following 
evening,  in  Lucrezia,  I  had  not  imagined  that  he 
couJi  act  as  he  did  that  night.  He  and  Grisi  were 
indeed  everything  in  that  performance  ;  all  beside 
bore  the  stamp  of  mediocrity — the  choruses,  Orsini, 
(who  sang  the  drinking-song  quite  well,  however,) 
and  even  the  Duke,  v/ho,  in  the  absence  of  Susini, 
(on  account  of  illness,)  was  represented  by  Sig. 
Amati-Dubreuil.  This  gentleman  has  decidedly 
what  your  Diarist  calls  "  a  wiggle  "  in  his  voice, 
viz  :  a  constant  tremulando,  and  appears  to  con- 
sider It  one  of  the  chief  requisites  of  his  part  to  roll 
his  eyes  and  knit  his  brows.  Yet  I  must  do  him 
the  justice  to  say  that  in  the  Trio,  inspired  perhaps 
by  Grisi  and  Mario,  he  did  very  well,  and  contri- 
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buted  his  share  to  the  exquisite  rendering  of  that 
beautiful  number.  It  was  deservedly  encored,  as 
was  Mario's  aria  in  the  beginning  of  the  third  act, 
which  has,  in  my  opinion,  very  little  merit  besides 
that  of  showing  off  his  voice  to  the  best  advantage. 
But  that  sounded  no  less  beautiful  in  fli^escaior, 
in  the  Trio,  and  in  the  dying  scene — nowhere  more 
so  than  in  the  latter.  It  was  like  what  one  ima- 
gines the  song  of  the  dying  swan  to  be.  Grisi  was 
grand  throughout — no,  in  Com''e  hello  I  was  dis- 
appointed :  there  was  not,  at  first  at  least,  enough 
tenderness  in  it.  But  in  the  denunciation  scene, 
the  poisoning  scene,  and  most  of  all  in  the  Finale, 
she  surpassed  herself. 

Norma  was  a  very  iine  performance  throughout, 
only  that  Casta  Diva  was  disturbed  by  a  slight 
hoarseness  on  Grisi's  part.  Susini,  as  usual,  made 
a  superb  Oroveso.  Mario  did  his  very  best,  and 
even  Donovani  sang  and  appeared  much  better 
than  ever  before.  'The  house  was  crowded  to  ex- 
cess, and  many  were  disappointed  in  getting  seats. 
Saturday  night  Semiramide  and  the  last  scene  of 
Lucia  were  given,  again  to  a  crowded  house. 
Every  possible  effort  had  been  made  to  render  the 
scenic  effects  in  the  former  pompous  opera  as  fine 
as  possible,  and  yet,  what  was  the  result?  Quan- 
tities of  buckram  and  tinsel,  glaring  anachronisms 
in  scenery  and  costume,  (such  as  Semiramide's 
singing  Bel  raggio  in  the  midst  of  a  smiling  English 
landscape,  and  Idreno's  Indian  followers  being 
attired  like  our  own  native  "red  men  "^;  half  a 
dozen  maidens  in  brown  and  red,  another  half  dozen 
in  white  and  blue,  with  small  pasteboard  harps  in 
their  hands,  six  small  anificial  negroes,  one  of 
whom  had  red  hair,  and  e-"i:cited  much  merriment, 
and  so  on ;  and  all  this  so  unhinged  and  lame,  that 
it  looked  like  a  picture  in  which  the  perspective  has 
been  entirely  disregarded.  It  will  take  a  long  time 
to  bring  these  things  to  perfection  in  this  country, 
though  I  am  glad  to  say  that  a  beginning  has  been 
made  by  the  Academy  of  Music,  in  its  really  fine 
scenery  and  good  costumes. 

As  regards  the  music  of  Semiramide,  which  I 
heard  for  the  first  time,  I  can  only  agree  entirely 
with  your  own  remarks  of  last  week.  It  left  me 
quite  cold,  and  though  I  acknowledge  the  greatness 
of  Grisi's  acting  in  the  temple  scene,  and  her  duets 
with  Assur  and  Arsace,  and  her  truly  religious 
rendering  of  Bel  raggio,  yet  they  did  not  stir  me 
up  at  all.  Bernardi  sang  the  part  of  Assur  very 
creditably,  but  not  as  I  imagine  Badiali  would 
have  sung  it.  Susini  was  in  his  element  again  as 
the  priest  of  the  Magi,  and  sang  as  if  he  had  never 
been  hoarse  at  all,  and  in  good  tune  throughout. 
Mario  made  so  handsome  an  Indian  prince,  that  it 
was  quite  provoking  to  see  him  thrown  away  upon 
the  puppet  of  an  Azema,  and  took  the  utmost 
pains  in  the  little  that  he  had  to  sing.  The  opera 
was  very  much  shortened — besides  minor  omis- 
sions, the  temple  scene  closed  with  the  last  chorus, 
the  first  scene  between  Semiramide  and  Arsace 
was  left  out,  and  the  whole  ended  with  their  grand 
duet.  The  chief  feature  o  the  evening  was  the 
dib'utof  Signorina  Vestvali  (Westphal?)  of  the  La 
Scala  theatre,  who  took  the  part  of  Arsace.  She 
has  reason  to  be  well  satisfied  with  her  reception. 
She  looked  the  part  admirably,  possessing  a  splen- 
did, majestic  figure,  a  beautiful  head,  and  fine, 
though  not  handsome  face,  and  being  perfectly 
k^on  aise  upon  the  stage,  and  at  home  in  her  part. 
Her  costume,  too,  was  superb,  and  most  complete, 
BO  that  it  really  seemed  as  if  we  had  a  youthful 
hero  of  the  ancient  time  before  us  in  person.  She 
has  an  agreeable  contralto  voice,  of  much  compass, 
not  remarkably  powerful,  nor  very  sweet,  but 
flexible,  aad  well  schooled,  with  a  very  occasional 
tendency  to  flat.  Her  acting  and  singing,  in  the 
main,  were  spirited,  though  at  times  not  quite  cor- 
rect in  expression.     Her  scena  and  duet  with  Semi- 


ramis,  notwithstanding  that  their  voices  did  not 
chord  well,  not  being  equal  in  power,  was  the 
best  part  of  the  performance.  A  pretty  little 
scene  occurred  when,  as  the  curtain  fell,  the  two 
singers  were  called  out.  A  bouquet  was  thrown 
them:  Vestvali  sprang  to  take  it  up,  and  ofli'er- 
ed  it  to  Grisi,  Grisi  urged  it  upon  her,  and  so 
the  struggle  continued  for  a  few  moments,  until 
Vestvali  pointed  to  her  male  costume  as  a  proof 
that  she  could  not  accept  of  such  offerings,  and 
both  disappeared,  laughing,  behind  the  curtain. — 
The  curtain  rose  again  upon  a  site  of  Grecian 
ruins,  lit  up  by  a  dim  moon.  We  were  at  a  loss  to 
comprehend  what  these  had  to  do  either  with 
Babylon,  in  case  we  were  yet  to  hear  the  last  act 
of  Semiramide,  or  if  not,  still  less  with  Scotland. 
But  when  Mario  made  his  appearance,  pale  and 
haggard,  yet  handsomer  than  ever  in  his  sombre 
attire,  and  when  he  began  to  sing,  we  forgot  all 
about  the  scenery  that  surrounded  him,  and  gave 
ourselves  up  to  the  intoxication  of  listening  to  that 
sweetest  of  voices,  which,  as  it  poured  forth  its 
belV  alma  inamorata,  its  tu  a  la  gioja  in  seno,  ed 
io  la  morte,  and  the  like,  had  a  thousand  "tears  in 
it."  Who,  that  has  once  heard  it,  can  ever  forget 
it? 

La  Favorita,  on  Monday,  was  one  of  the-  most  suc- 
cessful performances  which  these  artists  have  given. 
All  the  tickets  had  been  sold  on  Saturday,  except 
those  in  the  hands  of  speculators,  which  went  off  at 
enormous  prices.  The  house  was  consequently  full 
to  overflowing.  All  were  in  the  best  voice,  and  Ba- 
diali's  re-appearance  was  hailed  with  delight.  Grisi's 
0  mio  Fernando  was  worthy  of  her,  and  Mario's  An- 
giol  d'amor  most  delicious.  The  latter  again  showed, 
too,  how  he  can  act.  The  choruses,  too,  were  much 
better  in  this  representation,  and  indeed,  in  Semira- 
mide also,  than  they  had  been  before.  At  the  close, 
Mr.  Hackett,  whose  benefit  it  was,  was  called  out, 
and  responded  in  a  short  speech.  He  mentioned  the 
disadvantages  which  had  met  him  on  his  first  arrival 
in  this  country  with  Grisi  and  Slario,  in  the  shape  of 
heat,  drought,  sickness  and  hard  times,  which  acted 
so  unfavorably  on  his  success,  that  he  was  at  one 
time  nearly  discouraged.  But  he  had  better  luck  in 
Philadelphia,  which  only  increased  in  Boston,  to  the 
good  taste  of  whose  public  he  owed  a  great  deal. — 
He  had  made  $12,000  in  that  city,  and  since  his  re- 
turn to  New  York  he  could  not  complain  of  want  of 
success  here.  As  so  many  persons  have  been  unable 
to  obtain  tickets  for  this  evening's  performance.  Mad. 
Grisi  .ind  Sig.  Mario  had  kindly  volunteered  to  ap- 
pear once  more  in  Liicrezia  the  next  night,  and  to  de- 
vote the  proceeds  of  the  performance  to  charity. 

Accordingly,  last  night,  a  tolerable  audience  were 
once  more  assembled,  to  bid  farewell  to  the  great 
singers.  The  performance  was  fiir  better  as  a  whole, 
than  on  Wednesday.  The  choruses  had  been  en- 
larged, and  did  better.  Vestvali  took  the  part  of 
Orsini,  and  Susini  that  of  the  Duke.  Vestvali  made 
a  handsome,  graceful  Orsini,  and  sang  very  well  in- 
deed. The  drinking-song  was  particularly  fine,  and 
was  encoi-ed.  Mario  did  even  better  than  at  the  pre- 
vious representation ;  sang  so  deliciously  that  it  was 
hard  to  think  of  losing  all  chance  of  hearing  those 
sweetest  tones  any  more.  Grisi  was  all  herself,  and 
Susini,  though  somewhat  hoarse,  was  a  vast  improve- 
ment upon  Amati-Dubreuil.  The  great  singers  were 
called  out  twice,  both  after  the  second  act,  and  at  the 
end  ;  bouquets  came  flying,  Mr.  Hackett,  in  a  few 
words,  tendered  the  audience  the  warm  tliauks  of  the 
artist-pair,  who  smiled  and  bowed  assent, — and  thus 
ended  the  Ainerican  career  of  Grisi  and  Makio. 
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CONCERTS 


i^tfijeftisrinEUtis. 


WANTED.— A  place  as  ORGANIST  in  some  church  in 
or  near  Boston,  by  one  who  c:in   produce  the  best  testi- 
monials, and  who  has  formerly  officiated  in  that  capacity  fur 
seven  years  in  one  of  the  principal  churches  of  tlie  city. 
Feb  3    4t 


fmim  %um\  h'^l  |nrirti|. 

The  Piitrons  of  the  above  Society  are  hereby  respectfully  m- 
formed  that  the 

FOWKTTH    C©NCEIST 

Of  the  Series  will  take  place 

On  Saturday  Eveninsf,  February  24tli,  1855, 

AT    THE 

BOSTON    MUSIC    HALL, 

For  which  occasion  the  valuable  Fervices  of  the 

BROTHERS     MOLLENHAUER 

Have  been  secured. 

The  Cantata  upon  an  American  subject,  entitled 

THE    PIT^CtRIMS, 

Composed  by  C.  C  PERKINS,  Esq.,  will  be  repeated. 

The  Vo(!al  Solos  will  be  sustained  by  Misses  BOTITAJVILY  and 
TWICHELL,  and  Messrs.  MILLARD  and  WETHEKBEE. 

The  Choruses  by  members  of  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Soi^iety, 
who  have  kindly  volunteered  their  services  for  this  occasion. 

[CF~ Packages  of  Tickets,  foutaining  eight,  at  SF3,  and  Single 
Tickets  50  cents,  to  be  had  at  the  usual  places,  and  at  the  door 
on  the  evening  of  the  Concert ;  also  at  the  Society's  liooms,  No. 
12  Tremont  street. 

[II^^Doors  open  at  6.    Commence  at  l^i  o'clock. 

LOUIS  RIMBACH,  Secretary. 

HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY. 

liast  Concert  of  tSie  Series. 

The  Society  will  repeat 
EOSSIWI'S  OKATOKIO  OF 

MOSES    IN    EQYPT, 

AT  THE 

BOSTON    MUSIC    HALL, 

On  Sunday  Evening,   Feb.  25th,  1855. 

The  principal  solo  parts  will  be  sustained  by 
Miss  Anna  Stone, 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Weutwortli, 
Mrs.  P.  9.  Hill, 

Messrs.  Arthurson,  Aiken, 

Adams  and  AST'heat. 

Orchestra THE  OnUHESTRAL  DNION. 

Conductor CARL  ZERRAHN. 

Organist F.  F.  MULLER. 

Tickets,  at  50  centa  each  are  for  sale  at  the  principal  Hotels 
and  Music  Stores,  and  at  the  door  on  the  evening  of  the  per- 
formance. 

Boors  open  at  6^Performauc6  to  commence  at  7  o'clock. 
H.  L.  HAZELTON,  Secretary. 

CHAMBER  CONCERTS. 

€\t  BlrntolsMlju  diliiinhttB  €k\i, 

Respectfully  announce  to  their  subscribers  and  the  public  of 
Boston  that  their 

EIGHTH  AND  LAST  CONCERT 

Of  the  Series  will  take  place 

On  Tuesday  Evening,  Feb.  27th, 

AT    Messrs.   CHIC  KERIXG'S    ROOMS, 

Assisted  by 
Messrs,  A.  ARTHURSON"  &  C.  C.  PERKINS. 

Mozart's  Quintette  in  C, — Cherabini's  E  flat  Quartette, — A 
Sonata  for  Piano  and  Violin,  by  Gade,  (first  time,)— Bach's 
Preludio,  with  the  Obligato  by  Gouuod, — and  Adagio  with 
Variations,  from  Schubert's  D  minor  Quartette. — Mr.  Arthur- 
son  will  sing  again,  by  request,  Marcello's  Song,  etc. 

XT^Half  Packages  of  Tickets,  f  2,50  :  Single  tickets,  ®1,  can 
be  obtained  at  the  usual  places. 

[CT^The  Concert  will  commence  at  7M  o'clock  precisely. 

F.  F.     MULLEE, 

DIRECTOR  OP  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 
Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Uandel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 
Residence,  No.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 

ADOLPH    KIELBLOCK, 

United  States  Hotel.  Dec  30 

G.  ANDRiil   &   CO.'S 

19  3.  NINTH   STREET,  ABOVE  CHESTNUT, 

(East  side, )  PHILADELPHIA. 

tCT^A  catalogue  of  our  stocic  of  Foreign  Music,  and  of  our 
own  Publications,  has  just  been  publirtJied.  Music  and  Music 
Doolc3  imported  to  order,  as  heretofore,  from  Germany,  Italy, 
France  and  England. 
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ZTJUDEL'S  MELODEON  mSTRTJCTOE. 

In  seven  parts;— Part  I.  ElemenU  of  Music.  Part  II. 
Progressive  Finger  Exercises.  Fart  III.  Aira,  fllarches,  M'altzes, 
Variations,  &c.  Part  IV.  Favorite  Movements  from  Operas. 
Part  V.  Voluntaries  and  Interludes.  Part  VI.  Selections  from 
Oratorios.  Part  VII.  Modulations.  By  JOHN  ZUNDEL, 
Organist  of  St.  George's  (Dr  Tyng's)  Church,  N  Y. :  Author 
of  "Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Voluntaries  and  Interludes  ;" 
"  The  Amateur  Organist,"  &c.  This  is  the  most  comprehen- 
sive, thorough  and  complete  work  of  the  kiod  ever  issued, 
forming  a  very  extensive  collecfion  of  the  choicest  music,  as 
well  as  self-instructor  for  the  instrument.  This  work  is  em- 
phatically a  Melodeon  Book,  every  piece  in  it  being  arranged 
with  especial  adaptation  to  that  instrument. 

It  has  been  highly  recommended  by  Lowell  Mason,  Tho3. 
Hastings,  Geo.  James  Webb,  Qeokoe  F.  Root,  WilliAaM  B. 
BuADBDiiY,  Emilius  QiRAC,  and  many  others. 

144  pp.  quarto Price  S2. 

Published  by        Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washington  St. 

NO.  3  LA  GRANGE  PLACE,  BOSTON. 

Having  resided  thirteen  years  in  Europe  vrith  a  view  of  adap- 
ting the  Italian  style  of  Singing  to  the  Enslish  voice,  aud  of 
remedying  weakness  of  the  voice,  and  thoroughly  correcting 
harsh,  guttural,  nasal,  or  other  unpleasant  peculiarities,  pro- 
poses to  give  lessons  on  the  Voice,  and  in  Singing,  in  the  Italian 
French,  and  English  Languages. 

Many  who  have  spent  years  of  severe  study  to  attain  musical 
excellence,  after  struggling  to  conquer  some  guttural,  nasal,  or 
other  unpleasant  mannerism,  abandon  the  pursuit  from  the  be- 
lief that  they  are  afflicted  with  a  natural  defectiveness  :  when, 
with  a  fractional  part  of  the  application  which  they  bestow  on 
the  other  branches  of  their  musical  education,  and  with  much 
less  physical  effort  (if  properly  directed)  than  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  use,  their  voices  might  be  rendered  comparative- 
ly beautiful. 

To  singers  of  eminence  he  would  say,  with  a  just  appreciation 
of  their  high  attainments,  that  a  hriet' practical  examination  of 
his  system  will  convince  the  most  sceptical,  that  he  can  afford 
them  such  assistance  in  beautifying  the  voice,  ai  might  delight 
the  most  fastidious. 

"  Being  acquainted  with  the  course  of  vocal  discipline  pursued 
by  Mr.  W.  J.  Parkerson  in  forming  and  developing  the  voice, 
I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  my  testimony  to  its  excellence  ;  be- 
lieving it  to  be  far  preferable  to  any  other  method  known  to  me. 

GEO.  J.  WEBB. 

Boston,  Oct.  7, 1854." 

[£7*  Terms,  S50  per  quarter. 

IGWOB,  AUGUSTO  BENDELARI,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  U|  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  b^iven  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  g^reat 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Aogusto  Bendelart,  at  the 
"Wintlirop  Ilouse,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

references. 

ReT.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  6.  Ward,  Esq. 

John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 
Sept  9 

YOMG  UWES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL 

E.  R.  BLAWCHARD.  Teacher. 

This  School  is  designed  for  those  who  wish  to  acqiiire  the 
ability  to  read  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particultirly  adapt- 
ed to  the  \Tiints  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  teach 
singing  in  schools,  or  to  receive  inBtruction,  from  the  best  mas- 
ters, in  the  Cultivatioa  of  the  Voice,  Style,  &g. 

Address,  care  of  Geo.  J,  Webb  &  Co  ,  No.  3  Winter  street. 

MR.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instmc- 
tion  in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Hajmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

Reteeenoes — R.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C.  Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 

A  CARD. Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  (duos,  trios, 
&e.  for  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 


L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHEK     OF     MUSIC, 

365  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

CHICKERINa   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTUEERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVEKT  DESCKIPIION. 


*, 


WAREKOOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


NATHAN    RICHARDSON, 

Importer,  Publisher,  and  Dealer  in  Foreign  & 
American  Music,  Piano-Fortes,  Organs, 
Melodeons,  Metronomes,  Music- 
Boxes,  etc.  etc. 
MUSICAI.   EXCHANGE,    883  -IVaslllngton  St., 
BOSTON. 

THE  MODERN  SCHOOL 

—FOR— 

THE     PIANO-FORTE, 

BY    NATHAN    RICHARDSON. 

The  Fourth  Edition  of  this  valuable  work  is  now  ready.  ^  It 
has  received  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed Musicians  in  the  United  State.s  and  Europe. 

All  the  exercises  in  tbis  work  are  arranged  in  so  progressive 
and  judicious  a  manner  as  to  develop  the  strength  aud  dex- 
terity of  the  fingers  in  the  least  time  possible.  Price,  $3. 
Bound  in  cloth,  full  gilt,  §4,  Copies  mailed  on  receipt  of  the 
above  price. 

Every  variety  of  new  Music  published  at  this  establishment, 
which  the  publisher  warrants  to  give  satisfaction.  Catalogues 
sent  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  free  of  charge. 

New  Music  from  all  parts  of  Europe  and  America  received 
as  soon  as  issued. 

We  address  ourselves  particularly  to  Teachers  out  of  town, 
Female  Colleges,  Seminaries,  etc.,  and  would  sute  that,  from 
our  own  experience  in  tike  situations,  we  are  better  enabled  to 
judge  of  their  wants,  and  in  case  they  should  give  us  the  honor 
of  Jtheir  patronage,  we  will  endeavor  to  fulfil  their  orders  to 
their  satisfaction  ;  and  to  whom  we  shall  be  happy  to  make  a 
liberal  deduction  from  the  retail  prices  upon,  all  music  pur- 
chased in  quantities. 

GEORGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 
AND     MELODEONS. 

No.  3   "WaNTEK    STREET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

WARRANTED 

IN    EVERY    PAKTICULAR. 

Dec  9  3m 


D.   B.   NEWHALL, 

MANUFACTURER  AND   DEALER  IN 

PIANO    FORTES, 

No.  344  ■WasliiiiS*"'!  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FOR  TES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  #  TO  LET. 


Mr.    J.  Q.   WETHERBEE, 

(BASSO  CANTANTE,) 
No.  18  TREMONT  TEMPLE,  BOSTON. 

CARL    GARTNER, 
T  S  AC  HER    OF    mVSIC, 

May  be  found  at  No.  20  DoYer  Street,  every  forenoon  between 
9  and  10.  Oo  14 

WILLIAM   BERGER, 
Pul>lgsSier  and  Importer  of  Music, 

No.  82  West  4tli  Street,  Cincinnati,  0, 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MDSIC,   for  sale  at  Eastern   prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  publLihed.    A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arr<anged  to  order. 
[t7^  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aug26 

CONCERT    HALL, 

COKNER  OF  EUCLID  STREET  AND  PUBLIC  SQUARE, 
Clevelaud,  Oliio. 

This  new  and  elegant  hall,  designed  expressly  for  concerts 
and  lectures,  is  now  open  for  artists  and  others  intending  to 
give  entertainments  in  Cleveland. 

The  hall  is  well  lighted,  handsomely  frescoed  and  decorated, 
and  will  seat  comfortably  1200  persons.  Its  central  location 
renders  it  the  most  desirable  of  any  in  the  city. 

For  terms,  etc.,  apply  to  HOLBROOK  &  LONG, 

Piano-Forte  Dealers,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Bo.ston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-FORTE,  and  in  the  Theory  of  Mdsic. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


MANUFACTURED   BT 

MASON     St,     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  mnsical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  us.  We  believe 
them  to  be  nnsurpaased,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  iDstrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Pinish.. 
Onr  prices  vary  from  ©60  to  .*175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Low&LL 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Bbadburv,  George  F.  Hoot,  L.  H  Southard, 
Edwin  Bruce,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
gui.'^hed  musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

0='The  opinions  of  the  above  gen  tlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

HENRY  MASON.       1  MASON   &,   HAMIiES, 

EMMONS  HAMUN.  j  Cambridge  St.  (cor.  of  Charles,)  Boston,  Ms, 
Oct  28    6m  (Directly  in  frontof  the  Jail.j 

HEWS'  PATENT  AMERICAN  ACTION 
PIANO -FORTE. 

From  the  iUustrious  Pianist,  L.  M.  GOTTSCHALKy  to  it&. 
Hews''  Agent  at  New  York. 

New  York.,  Dec.  5, 1853. 

Mr.  N.  P.  CoRTiss :  Dear  Sir, — Having  had  the  pleasure  of 
performing  upon  Geo.  Hews'  American  Patent  Action  Piano, 
at  the  World's  Fair  in  this  city  the  present  year,  and  other 
of  his  Pianos  at  your  Warerooms,  which  afforded  me  mach 
gratification,  I  cheerfully  recommend  them  to  the  public.  I 
am  very  glad  of  the  improvement  in  the  action.  These  instrn- 
menrs  likewise  are  of  excellent  tone,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the 
perfection  of  the  scales.  Very  Respectfully, 

L.  M.  GOTTSCHALK. 

GEORGE  HE"WS  has  removed  to  the  building  lately 
occupied  by  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  No.  379  Washington 
Street.  Jan.  27    4t 

OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
WiNTHROP  House.  Terms: — S50  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  $30  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 


MANUEL  PENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Gray's  Biock,  corner  of  Washington 
and  Summer  Streets. 
References. 
Messr.s.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Punchard,  Boston. 
Messrs.  George  Peabody,  B.  H.  Silsbeg,  Salem. 

PIANIST  AND   TEACHER  OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  11.  may  be  addressed  iit  the  miisic 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

References: — Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

CARL    ZERRAHN, 
Conductor  of  tlie    Handel  &>  Haydu   Society, 

Conductor  of  the  Orcliestral  Union,  and 
T  E  A  C  H  E  K     OF     MUSIC, 

May  be  addressed  at  his  OFFICE  in  E.  H.  Wade's  music  store, 
or  at  his  residence,  V.  S.  Hotel.  Dec  23    6t 

THOMAS    KYAN, 
TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

RESIBENCE,  19  FRANKLIN  STREET. 

PRINCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  variety,  from  ©45  to  SloO,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  lor  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  (Jo. 

G.    P.   REED   cSb   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sept.  2  Sole  Agents /or  Prince  ^  Co.^s  Melodeons. 


ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 
TEACHER    OP    THE    PIANO-FORTE. 

Residence,    84;    Fiiicluiey    Street. 

Sept  1  tf 

ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OF   THE  PIAlfO-FOBTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Reed's  Musie-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  ilouse,  Roxbury,  Sept  9 

J.    TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence  No.  56  I£ueeland  Street. 
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I  BY  MAIL,.... $2    PER   ANNUM,  ] 
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IN  ADVANCE. 


ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Music,  but  with 
glances  at  the  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  Literature  ; 
including,  from  time  to  time,^l.  Critical  Keviews  of  Concerts, 
Oratorios,  Operas;  with  time!}'  Anjilyses  of  the  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  Music  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  significant  Musical  News  from  all  parts  ;  gathered  from 
English,  German,  French,  as  welt  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essays  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instru- 
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[C7="  Back  numbers,  from  the  commencement,  can  be  fur- 
nished.   Also  bound  copies  of  the  first  two  yeaks. 

Postage,  if  paid  in  advance,  for  any  distance  within  the 
State,  Ikirieen  cents  a  year  ;  if  not  in  advance,  twenty-six 
cents.    To  all  places  beyond  the  State,  double  these  rates. 
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[Translated  for  this  Journal.] 

Mozart's  "  Don  Giovanni." 

Br  A.  OULIBICHEFF. 

(Continued  from  last  week.) 
Between  the  Acts. 
While  waiting  for  the  Second  Act,  let  us  con- 
sult with  the  conductor  as  to  how  and  where  this 
Act  should  begin.  When  "  Don  Giovanni "  was 
put  upon  the  stage  for  the  Italian  opera  in  Vienna, 
Mozart  added  to  it  four  new  numbers,  which  were 
afterwards  embodied  in  the  score  in  the  form  of  a 
supplement,  without  any  designation  of  the 
places  they  should  occupy  in  the  drama.  These 
four  numbers  are :  1.  The  Aria  of  Elvira,  pre- 
ceded by  an  olligato  recitative :  Mi  tradi  quell' 


alma  ingraia  (This  ungrateful  soul  betrayed  me)  ; 
2.  an  Air  for  Masetto :  Ho  capita,  Signor  (I  un- 
derstand, Sir) ;  3.  The  Air  of  Ottavio :  Dalla 
sua  pace  la  vtia  depende  (On  her  peace  depends 
my  own)  ;  and  4.  A  duet  between  Leporello  and 
Zerlina :  Per  queste  iue  manine  (By  these  little 
hands  of  thine.) 

Ho  capita  is  an  aria  with  as  gallant  a  turn  and 
as  fine  a  declamation,  as  the  phrases  of  Masetto 
at  the  beginning  of  the  first  finale;  but  the  duet: 
Presto,  presto,  is  better  than  the  aria,  and  charac- 
terizes the  person  in  a  much  more  original  way. 
It  was  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  description  of 
the  individual ;  for  zero  multiplied  by  zero  al- 
ways will  give  zero. 

As  to  number  4,  we  see  by  the  score  that  it 
must  conclude  the  aria  of  Leporello  :  Ah  !  pieta, 
Signari  miei.  This  is  a  concession  forced  from 
the  musician,  in  favor  of  the  local  taste  of  the 
least  fashionable  part  of  his  public.  HeiT  RocH- 
LiTZ  gives  to  directors,  who  may  be  tempted  to 
use  a  scene  so  little  worthy  of  our  opera,  the  fol- 
lowing advice :  "  Zerlina  catches  Leporello,  no 
matter  where  ;  she  holds  him  tight,  no  matter  by 
what;  Leporello  disengages  himself,  no  matter 
how,  and  escapes."  We  have  never  had  the 
misfortune  to  see  this  stupid  nonsense  upon  any 
stage. 

Should  the  most  beautiful  of  all  tenor  songs : 
II  mio  tesoro  intanta,  exceed  the  singer's  means, 
the  cavatina,  which  was  introduced  at  the  theatre 
in  Vienna,  would  make  an  excellent  substitute. 
Flowing,  melodious,  sweet,  impassioned,  nobly 
suited  to  the  personality  of  Ottavio,  it  is  marked 
by  originality  of  invention,  by  choice  fragments, 
of  ^instrumental  dialogue,  and  by  a  modulation 
from  E  flat  major  into  E  minor,  which  is  of  trans- 
porting efiect.  There  is  certainly  no  lover  of 
music,  who  would  not  wish  to  retain  this  exquisite 
cavatina,  but  the  difficulty  is  to  know  where  to 
bring  it  in,  in  a  drama  in  which  the  music  (so  to 
speak)  flies  above  the  libretto.  But  should  it  be 
insisted  on,  we  would  suggest  its  insertion  after 
the  duet  in  the  second  scene:  Fuggi,  crudele, 
f''^gy'h  (F'yi  cruel,  fly !)  or,  if  you  prefer,  after 
the  aria :  Or  sax  cM  I'onore.  It  will  feel  itself 
somewhat  cramped  and  crowded  there  perhaps  ; 
but  really  one  can  find  no  other  place  for  it. 

There  yet  remains  the  great  aria  of  Elvira. 
To  dispute  the  retention  of  the  same,  or  to  au- 
thorize the  suppression  of  such  a  piece,  were  a 
musical  Zese-majesty  of  the  first  rank,  of  which 
we  certainly  would  not  be  guilty.     Such  a  deed' 


or  rather  crime,  would  surely  recoil  in  all  its 
monstrosity  upon  the  guilty  party ;  either  upon 
the  manager  or  upon  the  singers ;  unless  a  higher 
power  excuse  them,  for  example  the  impossibility 
of  singing  it.  It  is  in  fact  very  difiicult  and  lies 
very  h'g'i,  like  al  that  Mozart  wrote  to  suit 
Cavaglieri.  Our  concern  is  merely  to  assign  it 
the  most  fitting  place.  In  his  German  transla- 
tion of  "  Don  Juan "  Herr  Rochlitz  places  it 
after  the  Cotilogue  Song.  Dramatically,  this 
place  is  well  chosen ;  but  not  so  well,  we  think, 
considering  the  musical  fitnesses ;  since  the  first 
aria  of  Elvira :  Ah !  chi  mi  dice  mai  immediately 
precedes  the  Catalogue  Song,  and  is  in  E  flat 
major,  precisely  as  Mi  tradi  quell'  alma  &c.  is. 
Two  such  important  numbers,  separated  by  only 
one  scene,  and  «ung  by  the  same  person  in  the 
same  key,  are  neither  of  advantage  to  the  singer 
nor  the  public.  For  these  reasons  we  would 
make  a  difierent  choice  and  insert  Elvira's  aria 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Second  Act,  an  arrange- 
ment which,  we  think,  includes  advantages  of 
every  kind.  In  the  first  place  it  makes  the  two 
acts  of  the  opera  more  nearly  equal  in  respect  to 
quantity  and  quality  of  pieces ;  it  lends  an  im- 
posing and  grandiose  beginning  to  the  resumption 
of  the  action;  it  gives  the  singer  time  to  take 
breath  for  the  execution  of  her  principal  and 
hardest  air ;  and  finally  it  allows  the  buQb  duet, 
which  in  the  score  forms  the  first  number  of  the 
Second  Act,  to  begin  immediately  after  Elvira's 
exit,  since  the  key  of  G  major  can  follow  that  of 
E  flat  major  without  an  intermediate  chord. 

Second  Act — Elvira's  Song. 

They  begin.  The  stage,  faintly  lighted  by  the 
moon,  represents  a  place  planted  with  trees,  with 
a  picturesque  landscape  in  the  background.  The 
moon  is  not  visible,  but  you  feel  its  presence  only 
by  the  play  of  light  upon  the  foliage.  On  the 
right  is  a  house,  with  a  balcony  to  its  front.  El- 
vira, who  comes  home  about  eleven  o'clock  at 
night,  entirely  weighed  down  by  all  that  she  has 
seen  at  the  monstrous  festival  of  Don  Juan,  has 
seated  herself  sadly  before  her  door.  She  thinks 
of  the  fate  which  the  ungrateful  man  is  preparing 
for  himself;  she  has  a  foreboding  of  the  fearful 
punishment  which  he  is  inevitably  bound  to  meet ; 
and  although  she  invokes  vengeance  on  his  head, 
she  trembles  at  the  thought  that  her  wish  may  be 
fulfilled.  These  thoughts,  which  have  occupied 
her  during  the  inter-act,  air  themselves,  as  soon 
as  the  curtain  rises,  in  a  lyric  effusion.    Elvira 
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lifts  herself  up  too,  and  declaims  with  agitated 
voice  the  nobly  instrumented  recitative :  In  quali 
eccessi,  0  Numi,  in  quai  mUfatti,  orrihili,  tre- 
mendi,  e  avvolto  il  sciaguralo  (In  what  excesses, 
O  ye  Gods,  in  what  horrible,  tremendous  mis- 
deeds, is  the  accursed  man  involved  !)  You  see 
how  much  the  text  harmonizes  with  the  place, 
which  we  have  assigned  to  the  air :  Mi  tradi  quell' 
alma  ingrata,  which  is  one  of  those  that  bear 
most  clearly  the  stamp  of  the  composer,  and 
which  least  I'esembles  any  other  air  with  which 
we  ai'e  acquainted.  The  peculiar  plan  and 
character  of  this  wonderful  piece  he  in  something, 
which  Mozart  has  drawn  neither  from  the  dra- 
matic situation,  for  here  is  no  situation  in  the 
technical  sense  of  the  word,  nor  from  the  words, 
which  do  not  and  could  not  relate  to  the  psycho- 
logical character  of  the  person.  Elvira,  in  the 
conflict  between  love  and  revenge,  in  which  al- 
together opposite  currents  of  emotion  fluctuate, 
yields  herself  to  it,  not  as  if  immediate  and  pres- 
ent causes  woke  them  in  her  -breast  alternately ; 
her  misery  dates  farther  back.  Elvira  is  trying 
her  own  inmost  soul ;  she  would  give  account  to 
herself  of  what  she  feels;  she  conjures  up  mem- 
ories, that  mingle  with  the  impressions  of  the 
moment ;  she  finds  herself  in  a  state  of  imperfect 
rest,  in  which  sensibility  is  softened  by  vague 
meditation  or  reverie;  in  a  word,  Elvira  has 
passed  out  of  the  sphere  of  concrete  music  into 
that  of  pure  music ;  and  Mozart,  in  rapture  at 
this  discovery,  has  treated  this  number  according 
to  the  forms  of  an  instrumental  piece.  The  ele- 
gantly winding  melody,  which  he  has  employed, 
prevails  almost  without  interruption,  reproduced 
and  imitated  in  various  ways,  in  the  vocal  and 
the  orchestral  parts,  in  major  and  minor,  in  all 
the  related  keys  of  the  Tonic.  It  turns  round 
on  its  axis  like  a  cylinder,  whose  surface,  vari- 
ously painted,  would  dazzle  the  eyes,  while  by  its 
rotary  motion  it  shows  an  infinitely  complex  play 
of  colors.  Besides  what  the  instruments  and  the 
voice  have  in  common,  there  is  much  that  is  quite 
peculiar  to  the  latter;  passages  of  the  noblest 
declamation  and  the  most  touching  melody,  a 
multitude  of  roulades,  if  passages  taken  from  the 
theme,  and  moving  like  the  theme  in  eighths. 
Allegretto,  4-4,  can  be  called  roulades.  We 
should  prefer  an  Allegro  ma  non  troppo.  The 
impressions  of  this  aria  are  pretty  difficult  to  de- 
scribe, as  it  generally  is  the  case  with  all  effects 
of  pure  music.  Yet  every  one  will  recognize  in 
it  the  character  of  a  soft  and  dreamy  melancholy. 
The  joys  of  youth,  golden  dreams,  first  love  and 
its  hopes,  regret  of  that  lovely  age,  the  only  poe- 
try that  there  is  left  to  man,  made  old  by  years 
and  sad  experiences ;  that,  if  you  will,  is  what 
this  piece  will  say  to  you,  kind  reader,  supposing 
you  are  forty  and  your  wife  is  thirty.  Undistin- 
guishable  as  these  images  are  at  first,  they  shine 
ever  plainer,  as  the  theme  develops,  like  the  stars 
as  darkness  deepens;  and  the  final  impression 
remains  the  deeper  and  more  lasting,  as  the  effect 
has  been  gradually  enhanced  by  a  series  of  com- 
binations, all  strictly  deduced  from  the  same  psy- 
chological and  metaphysical  unity. 

Falling  Out,  and  New  Adventures. 

In  the  mean  time  Don  Giovanni,  forced  to 
abandon  his  designs  upon  Zerlina,  has  already 
planned  another  enterprise.  The  night  is  not 
yet  far  gone,  and  losing  a  night  would  be  as  great 
a  misfortune  for  him,  as  losing  a  day  would  be  for 


Titus.  He  perambulates  the  streets  with  Lepo- 
rello,  and  comes  upon  the  stage  the  moment  that 
Elvira  has  left  it.  You  hear  behind  the  scenes 
the  first  bars  of  the  duet :  JEh  via  huffone ! 
(Go  blockhead  !)  a  delicious  trifle,  composed 
quite  in  the  style  of  the  Italian  parlando.  Mere 
syllabic  notes.  Leporello,  who  in  the  finale  of 
the  first  act  had  been  so  poorly  rewarded  for  his 
services,  is  unwilling  to  expose  himself  any  longer 
to  the  danger  of  being  put  to  death  in  sport;  he 
has  decided  to  leave  his  master.  Giovanni  seeks 
to  retain  him.  This  duet  is  so  perfect  in  its  kind, 
that  the  singers  have  only  to  declaim  it  correctly, 
to  play  it  as  well  as  possible.  The  attitude,  the 
look,  the  play  of  the  features,  the  lively  Italian 
gesticulation,  and  all  the  sort  of  drollery  that 
springs  from  that, — all  this  seems  plainly  indi- 
cated in  the  score.  Thus  Leporello,  after  run- 
ning through  the  syllabic  eighths :  No,  no,  no,  no, 
&c.,  with  extraordinary  glibness  of  tongue,  re- 
peats this  no  in  a  more  significant  tone  upon  an 
eighth  (quaver),  which  is  followed  by  a  pause ; 
after  this  last  no,  which  forms  an  upward  Third 
with  the  preceding  note,  we  see  how  Leporello 
suddenly  raises  his  head  and  fixes  a  look  full  of 
wrath  and  comic  determination  upon  Don  Juan. 
The  other  may  say :  Va  die  sei  matio,  che  sei 
matlo,  matto,  matto,  mailo  (Go,  for  you're  a  mad- 
man, &c.) ;  but  there  follows  no  answer  but  the 
same  no,  which  is  explosively  uttered  upon  the 
second  part  of  the  measure.  With  a  powerful 
and  sonorous  bass  voice,  this  no,  upon  a  high  D, 
must  produce  the  effect  of  several  pistol  shots, 
fired  at  regular  intervals.  But  you  must  not  de- 
sire this  duet  from  any  but  Italians.  Translate  it 
and  it  ceases  to  exist. 

A  few  gold  pieces  restore  peace  between  mas- 
ter and  servant,  for  it  is  evident  enough  that  a 
separation  between  these  two  individuals  is  im- 
possible. Without  Giovanni,  Leporello  were  but 
a  dull  and  useless  machine,  whose  use  and  value 
nobody  would  understand.  As  soon  as  our  men 
are  reconciled,  the  plan  of  the  new  campaign  is 
discussed.  Donna  Elvira  has  a  pretty  and  agree- 
able chamber-maid.  The  thing  is  to  introduce 
oneself  into  the  fortress  while  you  entice  the  en- 
emy outside  of  the  walls.  The  enemy,  that  is 
Elvira,  shows  herself  above  at  the  window ;  the 
plan  of  the  beseigers  is  as  quickly  executed,  as  it 
is  conceived.  They  exchange  garments.  The 
shining  cap  of  Don  Juan  is  put  upon  Leporello's 
common  head ;  the  embroidered  satin  mantle 
covers  the  shoulders  used  to  the  severest  chastise- 
ments ;  but  as  if  in  defiance  of  the  maxim  that 
the  coat  does  not  make  the  man,  Don  Juan  him- 
self undertakes  to  animate  the  puppet,  and  to 
speak  and  gesticulate  for  it,  as  upon  the  Grecian 
stage,  where,  it  is  said,  there  were  two  actors  for 
each  part.  During  these  preparations  the  poor 
lady  is  striving  with  her  own  heart,  which  still 
sighs  for  the  ungrateful  one :  Ah,  taci  ingiusto 
core  (Ah !  hush  ungrateful  heart).  Andante,  A 
major,  6-8. 

The  situation,  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of 
this  Trio,  in  itself  is  nothing  but  a  joke.  Gio- 
vanni addresses  to  Elvira  words  of  the  deepest 
penitence  and  passion ;  he  will  kill  himself,  if  he 
does  not  obtain  her  forgiveness;  he  lifts  and  dis- 
torts Leporello's  arms,  to  lend  expression  and 
nobility  to  the  pantomime  of  his  singular  repre- 
sentative. Elvira,  always  too  happy  to  be  de- 
ceived, in  whatsoever  manner,  finally  relents 
towards  this  ingiusto  core,  and  comes  down  into 


the  street.  Surely  here  would  have  been  an 
opportunity  to  enliven  the  parterre,  if  the  musi- 
cian had  conceived  the  character  of  Elvira  as 
the  poet  did ;  but  let  us  not  forget,  that  this  per- 
son, sacrificed  to  the  ludicrous  in  the  libretto,  pos- 
sesses a  noble,  great  and  passionate  character, 
which  is  maintained  in  the  concerted  pieces,  and 
necessarily  predominates  wherever  the  conven- 
iences of  the  song  assign  her  the  first  part.  On 
the  other  hand  Don  Juan  here  now  uses  an  ironi- 
cal and  comic  declamation,  as  in  the  passage : 
Ah  !  credi  mi,  o  m'uccido  (Ah,  believe  me,  or  I 
kill  myself!)  and  now  sings  again  like  a  genuine 
lover,  as  this  melodious  cantilena  in  C  major 
proves:  Descendi,  o  gioja  hella  (Descend,  O  joy, 
&c.)  How  ?  In  love  with  Elvira !  Not  that. 
With  whom  then  ?  Turn  over  a  few  pages  and 
you  will  see  that  this  cantilena  of  gioja.  hella  con- 
tains note  for  note  the  beginning  of  the  song. 
No.  3,  which  Giovanni  sings  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  souJreHe,  who,  now  that  the  mistress 
has  gone  out,  is  left  alone  in  the  house.  Thus 
the  assertion  is  nnt  correct,  that  with  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Terzet  Don  Juan  is  already 
entirely  with  his  new  flame.  He  busies  him- 
self with  Elvira  only  long  enough  to  remove 
her  as  a  hindrance,  and  he  deceives  her  the 
more,  inasmuch  as  he  has  no  need  to  feign  the 
feeling  which  he  expresses ;  he  feels  it  sincerely, 
only  it  is  for  another.  We  see  that  Mozart  pos- 
sessed far  more  intelligence  than  his  poet,  who 
had  not  a  little.  According  to  this  design  of  the 
composer,  something  wholly  difTerent  was  made 
out  of  the  Terzet :  Ah,  taci  §'c.,  from  what  the 
text  and  situation  seemed  to  promise.  Instead  of 
a  piece  surcharged  with  comedy,  this  Trio  shaped 
itself  into  a  highly  romantic  composition,  learned 
in  form,  full  of  feeling  in  substance,  but  so  finely 
shaded  by  suppressed  mirth,  by  cautious  irony, 
voluptuous  feelings  and  perfidious  tenderness, 
that  we  dare  not  fix  its  general  character.  Here 
and  there  transparent  shadows  cross  the  har- 
mony and  mingle  with  it  the  colors  of  expecta- 
tion and  of  mystery.  Listening  to  this  enchant- 
ing music,  a  Northernei  thinks  involuntarily  of 
the  nights  in  Seville  or  Naples,  of  those  warm 
and  balmy  nights,  which  make  love  warmer, 
bolder,  and  favor  its  desires. 

[To  be  coDtinued.] 


Grisi  and  Mario. 

[The  fallowing  summing-up,  in  the  Courier  and  En- 
quirer, is  so  complete,  and  in  the  main  so  harmonizes 
with  our  own  impressions,  while  it  gives  them  a  mucli 
more  perfect  expression  than  we  have  suceeded  in  doing, 
that  our  readers  will,  we  doubt  not,  thank  us  for  copying 
it  entire.  We  only  think  it  is  a  little  too  severe  upon 
poor  Mario.  The  writer  should  have  heard  him  sing  in 
Boston.] 

"  Madame  Grisi  cannot  sing,"  said  one  of  the 
most  accomplished  vocalists  and  most  successful 
prima  donnas  who  ever  received  the  homage  of 
all  Europe,  as  she  was  discussing  the  merits  of 
various  vocalists  of  the  past  and  present  day  with 
a  fellow  devotee  of  Art.  She  was  right :  judged 
by  her  standard,  Bladame  Grisi  cannot  sing,  and 
never  could;  and  yet  she  is  a  great  artist;  while 
Mario,  who,  held  to  the  same  accountability,  can 
sing,  is  not  a  great  artist.  The  last  opportunity 
for  hearing  these  distinguished  people  in  America 
has  past ;  and  as  very  few  of  us  will  hear  either 
of  them  again,  it  may  be  worth  the  while  to  con- 
sider briefly  their  distinctive  characteristics  as 
dramatic  vocalists. 

It  does  not  require  a  very  cultivated  taste  or  a 
very  ])ractised  ear  to  discover  that  Mme.  Guisi's 
voice   is  now  often  sharp  and  harsh,  and  almost 
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always  dry  and  unpleasing,  save  for  a  certain 
sympathetic  quality  which  it  rarely  loses,  even  in 
her  most  unpropitious  moments.  On  the  contra- 
ry, it  does  require  some  cultivation  and  practice 
to  be  able  to  discover  through  this  husky  exterior 
the  golden  beauties  which  it  hides  from  superficial 
criticism.  But,  as  to  the  eye  of  taste  the  headless, 
limbless,  abraded  torso  of  a  great  sculptor's  work 
is  more  satisfying  than  a  statue  fresh  from  the 
studio  of  a  common  marble  chipper,  so  such  a 
voice  as  Madame  Grisi's  is  admirable,  even  in  its 
ruin.  For  we  can  see  that  it  must  have  been  a 
peerless  voice, — peerless  in  richness,  in  fullness, 
in  its  gushing  flow, — peerless  among  female  voices 
as  a  vehicle  of  great  emotion.  She  made  it  so 
even  now,  on  rare  occasions,  in  a  greater  degree, 
perhaps,  than  has  been  attained  by  any  of  the 
eminent  lyric  artists  who  have  sought  our  shores, 
— and  at  this  day  we  have  had  them  all.  To  those 
who  have  not  been  able  to  go  to  the  mountain, 
the  mountain  has  come.  But  supreme  in  its  in- 
trinsic quality  and  in  its  capacities  as  Madame 
Grisi's  voice  was,  and  thrilling  as  is  the  power 
with  which  she  uses  it,  she  is  not  a  great  vocalist : 
it  is  not  her  vocalization  which  charms  her  hear- 
ers, be  they  critical  or  not  critical,  cultivated  or 
uncultiva;ted.  Vocalization  is  the  art  of  using 
the  voice :  and  though  an  art,  is  strictly  a  me- 
chanic, or,  we  may  better  say,  a  dynamic  art.  It 
may  accompany  genius  and  a  fine  voice  ;  but  it 
may  also  exist  in  perfection  without  them  :  it  may 
be  used  to  aid  in  the  expression  of  the  tenderest 
emotion  or  the  fiercest  passion ;  but  it  is  quite  as 
frequently  only  the  means  for  bewitching  the  ear 
by  soulless  grace  or  bewildering  it  by  intricate 
agility. 

Let  us  illustrate  this.  Of  all  the  vocalists  who 
have  visited  us,  not  one  was  more  accomplished 
than  Madame  Laborde,  except  Madame  Son- 
tag.  Jenny  Lind  and  Madame  Alboni  were 
her  superiors,  as  well  as  the  superior  of  her  supe- 
rior, not  on  account  of  any  greater  skill  or  com- 
pleter education,  but  solely  by  reason  of  higher 
phj'sical  and  mental  gifts.  Her  voice  was  harsh 
and  mean,  and  her  notion  of  art  was  purely  tech- 
nical and  material ;  their  voices  were  at  once 
grand  and  sweet,  and  they,  especially  the  former, 
were  gifted  with  genius  and  the  perception  of  the 
highest  ideal  beauty  in  music.  Hence  altogether, 
if  not  entirely,  their  measureless  superiority — 
measureless,  because  by  multiplying  the  entire 
artistic  capacity  of  such  an  artist  as  Madame  La- 
borde a  thousand  fold,  she  would  not  be  one  whit 
nearer  the  excellence  of  Jenny  Lind.  Now  it 
is  e.xaetly  in  the  respect  in  which  Madame  La- 
borde was  a  most  finished  artist  that  Madame 
Gkisi  is  most  unfinished.  The  deterioration  of 
her  voice  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  judgment ; 
for  we  judge  her  not  by  that  which  her  voice  fails 
to  accomplish,  but  by  that  which  she  herself  seems 
not  to  attempt.  Judged  by  an  ordinary  and  a 
moderate  standard,  she  has  been  of  course,  and  is 
even  yet,  a  very  fine  singer ;  but  she  has  made 
her  great  effects,  and  attained  her  reputation  not 
by  vocalization  but  by  musical  declamation. 

Consider  the  operas  in  which  she  is  great,  and 
the  passages  in  those  operas  in  which  she  wins  the 
admiration  of  her  audience,  and  this  will  be  ap- 
parent. The  operas  are  Norma,  Semiramide,  La 
Favorita,  Lucrezia  Borgia.  In  Norma  her  sing- 
ing of  Casta  Diva  is  not  above  mediocrity,  either 
in  the  invocation  or  the  allegro.  She  does  not 
even  seem  to  have  a  perception  of  the  serene 
beauty  of  the  one  or  the  tender  joy  that  beams 
through  the  other.  The  first  she  sings  heavily  as 
with  a  remorseless  sense  of  duty,  and  the  second 
as  with  a  desire  to  avail  herself  of  the  opportunity 
which  it  aflbrds  to  display  her  voice ;  and  this  is 
all.  But  when  the  music  becomes  dramatic,  when 
she  is  pouring  out  her  emotion  to  somebody,  when 
she  is  in  relations  with  another  person,  then  sho 
becomes  great.  Her  scene  of  tender  reminis- 
cences (the  first  duet)  with  Adalgisa,  her  ensuing 
storm  of  passion  with  Pollione,  (the  trio,)  and  the 
last  great  scene  of  woe,  all  show  how  essentially 
dramatic  she  is.  So  in  Semiramide  she  is  only 
great  in  the  scenes  with  Assur;  her  singing  of  the 
airs  and  concerted  pieces  being  neither  particu- 
larly bad  nor  particularly  good.  So  in  La  Favo- 
rita, she  is  positively  uninteresting  except  in  the 


three  scenes  with  Fernando,  and  especially  in  the 
last  ecstatic  outburst  of  joy  and  love.  So  in  Lu- 
crezia, her  singinff  of  Come  e  hello  and  Era  desso 
il  fiylio  mio  is  deficient  in  almost  all  the  graces  of 
mere  vocalization ;  while  in  the  concerted  music 
of  the  first  act,  the  trio  of  the  second  and  the 
duet  of  the  third  she  sways  the  emotions  of  her 
auditors,  which  are  but  a  paler  reflection  of  her 
fierce  passion. 

But  it  is  not  alone  her  dramatic  utterance  which 
has  made  her  for  twenty  years  the  queen  of  the 
lyric  stage.  Madame  Grisi's  success  has  been  a 
mixed  success,  the  opera  is  not  a  purely  musical 
entertainment:  there  entermany  elements  into  the 
full  enjoyment  of  its  ministrations,  and  Madame 
Grisi  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  unite  more  of 
those  in  her  own  person  than  any  other  prima 
donna  of  whom  we  have  even  a  traditionary 
knowledge.  Her  success  has  been,  that  of  a  su- 
perb voice,  sufficient  vocal  skill,  a  lovely  and  ma- 
jestic person,  an  impassioned  utterance,  great 
power,  both  as  a  tragedian  and  a  comedian,  and 
an  exquisite  taste  in  dress,  all  ministering  to  the 
dictates  of  that  undefinable  quality  of  the  tnind, 
that  intuition,  which  makes  the  great  artist.  Here 
indeed  is  the  secret  of  her  power.  She  is,  and 
must  be,  irrespective  of  the  means  which  Time 
may  leave  at  her  command,  a  great  artist.  She 
does  nothing  in  a  little  way ;  her  style  is  large, 
and  simple,  and  direct.  We  care  little  that  her 
vocalization  is  sometimes  positively  slovenly,  that 
her  shake  is  not  a  vibration  but  a  wobble,  and  that 
her  voice  has  a  hard  wiry  edge,  when  she  em; 
bodies  with  such  seemingly  unconscious  power 
emotions  so  grand,  so  true  and  so  intense.  Nay, 
even  in  looking  at  her  person,  so  ^statuesque  is 
what  we  see  of  it,  so  superbly  is  her  head  poised 
upon  her  neck,  and  such  large  loveliness  and 
noble  grace  invest  her  arms  in  form  and  movement, 
that  we  forgive  the  trailing  drapery  which  she 
ever  wears,  as  if  to  hide  a  refutation  of  the  fable 
which  gives  the  peacock's  voice  and  feet  together 
as  an  antidote  to  conceit  which  a  wealth  of  beauty 
would  otherwise  beget. 

Thus  it  is  that  while  as  a  mere  vocalist  she  has 
not  such  merit  as  would  make  her  wliat  Giulia 
Grisi  has  been  and  is  to  the  European  world, 
and  if  listened  to  unseen  would  not  confer  any 
very  great  pleasure  to  cultivated  hearers,  as  a 
dramatic  singer,  appearing  both  as  singer  and  ac- 
tress, she  is  justly  called  a  great  artist,  and  has 
probably  given  to  a  general  cultivated  public  a 
more  varied  if  not  a  more  complete  delight  than 
any  other  prima  donna  who  has  trod  the  modern 
stage. 

Signor  Mario  is  the  antipode,  or  perhaps 
it  would  be  more  gracious  to  say,  the  comple- 
ment of  Madame  Grisi.  He  has  a  lovely 
voice,  and  is  a  most  accomplished  vocalist.  In- 
deed there  is  no  skill  to  be  acquired  in  the  vocal 
gymnasium  of  which  he  has  not  made  himself 
master.  His  voice  is  the  weapon  with  which  he 
conquers.  He  is  literally  vox  el  prelerea  nihil. 
His  idea  of  swelling  emotion  finds  expression  in  a 
crescendo,  and  for  him  excited  feeling  subsides  in  a 
diminuendo ;  meantime  the  man  Mario  being  as 
unconcerned  as  possible  about  the  matter.  He  is 
a  vocalist,  carrying  his  vocal  skill  to  the  most  ex- 
quisite development ;  but  he  is  nothing  more ;  and 
he  is  no  more  in  place  upon  the  stage  than  an 
automaton  violoncello  would  be  if  encased  in  the 
effigy  of  such  a  man  of  wax  as  he  is. 

We  remarked  that  Madame  Grisi's  style  is 
large  and  simple  :  Singor  Mario's  is  little  and 
elaborate.  His  utterance,  his  carriage,  his  ex- 
pression, all  lack  dignity,  directness,  and  manly 
force.  If  he  attempt  to  express  passion,  he  is 
evidently  at  great  pains  to  do  it,  and  with  malice 
aforethought  goes  through  all  the  movements  in 
such  cases  made  and  provided.  His  vocalization, 
even,  the  point  in  which  his  great  strength  and 
skill  lie,  becomes  deteriorated  and  vulgarized  in  its 
expression,  and  conforms  to  a  common-place  stan- 
dard. As  an  actor  he  is  beneath  criticism,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  awkward  men,  if  not  the  most 
awkward,  we  ever  saw  upon  the  stage.  His  bow 
is  the  drollest  movement  imaginable  ;  his  various 
members  seeming  not  to  be  of  one  mind  with  re- 
gard to  the  process ;  but  conveying  the  impression 
that  he  and  another  man  had  been  quartered  and 


hocuspocused  to  life  again,  but  with  some  grave 
error  as  to  personal  identity.  The  littleness  of 
his  artistic  perception  is  sliown  in  the  minute 
elaboration  and  triviality  of  his  costume  ;  hut  in 
this  we  also  find  a  type  of  the  exquisite  finish 
which  is  the  marked  characteristic  of  all  his 
performances. 

We  see  these  eminent  vocalists  depart  with 
some  sadness;  for  they  brought  the  fulfilment  of 
our  last  musical  hope.  Europe  has  no  more  great 
operatic  artists  to  send  us. 

From  BEKLIIT. 

Jan.  19 — Among  the  constant  visitors  to  the 
musical  department  of  the  magnificent  library 
here,  where  I  am  still — and  the  gods  only  know 
how  long  I  shall  be — at  my  daily  task,  is  a  young 
man  who  attracted  my  attention  from  the  first, 
and  with  whom  I  delighted  to  converse,  so  great 
and  precise  is  his  knowledge  of  the  works  of  the 
grand  masters,  especially  Bach.  He  was  a  pupil 
of  Prof.,  now  Librarian,  Dehn,  and  as  such  was 
as  a  matter  of  course  fully  inducted  into  the  highest 
and  grandest  of  the  older  music  ;  for  I  see  new 
proofs  daily  of  his  (Dehn'sJ  extraordinary  learning 
in  all  that  branch  of  the  divine  science  and  art. 
He  is  a  Bachist  in  the  highest  sense  of  that  term, 
has"^  probably  a  more  extensive  knowledge,  at  least 
bibliographical,  of  Bach's  works,  than  any  other 
man,  and  has  been  long  known  as  an  accomplished 
editor  of  them.  His  taste  must  necessarily  exert 
a  greater  or  less  influence  upon  such  pupils  as  take 
with  him  a  thorough  course  of  theoretical  and 
practical  music.  Robert  Zimmee  seems  to  have 
inherited  the  Professor's  love  and  reverence  for 
Bach,  and  to  have  studied  the  manuscripts  and  old 
editions  in  the  library  here  most  thoroughly. 

Thus  much  as  an  introduction  to  some  notice  of 
a  pamphlet,  which  has  lately  fallen  into  my  hands, 
and  which  is  of  importance  to  such  of  my  Ameri- 
can friends  as  are  paying  out  their  five  dollars  a 
year  for  the  new  edition  of  Bach.  The  title  of  the 
pamphlet,  which  appeared  last  May,  I  think,  is, 
"being  interpreted,"  this:  "Thoughts  upon  the 
appearance  of  the  third  volume  of  the  Bach-Socie- 
TY  in  Leipzig,  by  Robert  Zimmer."  It  is  but 
some  fourteen  pages,  octavo,  and  is  almost  worth 
a  complete  translation  ;  but  as  some  of  the  points 
depend  for  their  weight  upon  the  treasures  in  these 
European  collections,  and  as  I  do  not  feel  much 
like  undertaking  the  labor,  I  will  content  myself 
with  the  more  important  passages. 

Zimmer  begins  in  a  way  I  rather  like,  Ecce: 

"  Thou  comest  late,  but  thou  coraest !  Christian  pa- 
tience and  a  perfect  physical  constitution  mtiy  periiaps 
enable  some  to  live  and  see  the  last  of  thy  followers,  and 
possibly  the  bodily  eye  may  behold  it. 

'"Thoughts,  what  thoughts!'  perhaps  many  of  my 
readers  will  cry.  They  are  not  mere  phantoms  of  the 
brain.    But  let  us  go  to  the  work  in  order- 

"  J.  S.  Bach's  works  naturally  fall  into  two  principal 
divisions : 

"I.  Vocal  compositions  with  or  without  instrumental 
accompaniment. 

"  II.  Instrumental  compositions. 

"  The  vocal  works  consist  of  Cantatas,  Masses,  single 
Mass  Movements,  Oratorios,  Motets,  Choruses,  Chorals, 
Magnificats,  &c.  Berlin  alone — happily  through  a  for- 
tunate conjuncture  of  circumstances  now  one  of  the 
richest  of  cities  in  autographs  of  J.  S.  Bach — possesses 
in  the  Royal  Library,  the  Library  of  the  Sing  Akademie 
and  that  of  the  Joachimsthal  Gymnasium,  about  two  hun- 
dred Cantatas.  Among  the  treasures  of  other  public 
and  private  libraries  may  be  hidden  probably  half  a  hun- 
dred others,  which  proves  that  there  are  at  the  very 
least  some  two  hundred  and  thirteen  in  existence.  We 
will  reduce  the  number,  to  make  allowance  for  our  hasty 
enumeration,  to  two  hundred. 

"Now  upon  comparing  the  already  numerous  pub 
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lished  Cantatas  with  the  Autographs,  we  find  them  to 
average  about  eight  printed  sheets  each,  [32  pages,  music 
paper.]  The  two  hundred  Cantatas  will  fill  then  at  least 
1600  sheets. 

"  The  Oratorios,  Motets,  Choruses,  &o.,  which  are 
known  to  me,  estimated  in  the  same  way,  must  have  an 
extent  of  420  sheets. 

"  The  extent  of  the  Instramental  music  is  more  easily 
estimated,  as  nearly  the  whole  of  it  has  already  appeared 
in  print.  If  I  estimate  the  number  of  sheets  which  this 
would  fill  at  900,  I  have  more  likely  set  it  too  low  as  too 
high. 

"  For  the  complete  works  of  Bach,  then,  we  have  the 
aggregate  of  2920  sheets.  Now  since  the  Bach  Society, 
with  about  450  subscribers,  each  of  whom  pays  annually 
five  thalers,  is  able  to  publish  only  about  80  sheets  a 
year,  it  follows  that  each  subscriber  will  be  in  posses- 
sion of  his  complete  edition  of  Bach's  works  at  the  end 
of— thirty-six  years,  and  upon  payment  of  180  thalers. 

"  Six  and  thirty  years, — a  complete  generation !  Still 
Christian  patience  and  a  sound  constitution  may  possi- 
bly exist  to  the  last  volume,  possibly  behold  with  the 
bodily  eye  how  the  heirs  of  the  subscribers  twine  the 
laurel  for  the  last  survivor  of  the  directors  of  the  society, 
or  even  live  to  see  the  complete  edition,  oflered  almost 
at  any  price  in  all  the  newspapers, — unless  the  gnawing 
tooth  of  Time  has  already  destroyed  the  first  volumes, 
and  better  editions  have  taken  their  place. 

"' Whit!  better  editions!'  I  hear  the  reader  cry :  'Seest 
thou  not  this  noble  outside  show,  this  splendid  print  and 
paper,  the  extreme  correctness  of  this  edition?' 

"  Yes,  better  editions.    Listen  a  moment. 

"  What  is  offered  in  this  edition  by  the  Bach  Society? 
A  fine  copy  of  Bach's  portrait  on  steel,  a  correct  text,  ( ?) 
and  bibliographical  notices.  And  would  this  be  doing 
all  that  the  Bach  Society  owe  to  the  manes  of  the  immortal 
Master  and  those  of  his  contemporaries— too  few  alas! 
who  trusted  in  him  ?  Would  such  an  edition  be  worthy 
to  rank  with  other  similar  monuments  of  German  learn- 
ing? 

"  Above  all  things  the  public  had  a  right  to  demand  a 
complete  biography  of  this  master,  a  full  ajsthetic  esti- 
mate of  him  as  an  artist  and  of  his  age;  f:irther  a  special 
memoir  upon  his  mannerisms  and  embellishments — most 
of  which  have  become  strange  and  antiquated — and 
finally  the  most  minute  and  full  bibliographical  notices 
possible. 

"  The  Bach  Society  seems  to  have  had  some  idea  of 
these  demands.  For  the  biography,  they  gave  us  the— 
portrait.  But  phrenological  and  physiognomical  science 
is  now-a-days  so  widely  spread,  perhaps  no  words  are 
needed  to  enable  one  to  understand  the  godlike  struggle, 
battle,  victory  of  that  great  mind ! 

"  As  to  that '  Ksthetic  estimate,'  that  will  occur  of  it- 
self to  every  one  who  looks  a  few  times  at  the  text,  and 
reads  or  plays  it  through.  What  need  then  of  the  opin- 
ions and  explanations  of  Foekel,  Hilgenfeld,  and  so 
on?  That  the  text  is  correct,  that  the  smallest  variations 
are  noted  with  Chinese  conscientiousness  is  proved  at  the 
end  by— the  table  of  errata  and  the  appendix  to  the  2nd 
volume." 

The  writer  next  proceeds  to  the  subject  of  Bach's 
marks  of  expression,  his  ornaments  and  this  branch 
of  his  subject  in  general.  The  fac  simile,  which 
C.  F.  Becker,  the  editor,  has  given  from  a  manu- 
script of  Bach,  senior,  and  his  son,  Friedemann, 
Zimmer  considers  very  little  to  the  purpose,  be- 
cause in  the  music,  which  is  published  in  this  vol- 
ume, many  marks  of  expression  and  the  like 
occur,  which  are  not  found  in  this  fac  simile,  and 
because  no  light  is  thrown  upon  the  meaning  of 
various  signs  which  occur  in  Bach's  own  edition  of 
various  of  his  works  published  by  Weigl  at  Nu- 
remberg. 

"  For  instance  in  the  places  [in  the  Clavier  Uebung, 
part  II.,   Weigl,  Nuremberg,]  where  Becker  has  given 

sh.akes,  in  every  case  stands  this  mark, .    In  some 

cases  Becker  has  found  it  proper  to  put,  instead  of  this 
straight  mark,  a  '  trill  below'  (as  Ph.  Em.  Bach  named 
it.)  Who  gave  him  the  right  to  do  this?  Or  did  he  have 
another  edition  of  Weigl  before  him?  But  there  are 
also  other  marks  and  signs  the  meaning  of  which  to  me — 
and  certainly  to  many  others— is  unknown.  For  instance 
on  page  20,  bar  19,  a  singular  irregular  curved  line  ap- 


pears above  the  bass  figure,  which  is  also  in  the  same  bar 
of  the  upper  part.  Here,  Herr  Becker,  you  had  an  op- 
portunity, like  another  archangel,  with  the  shining  lance 
of  your  science,  to  destroy  the  dragon  of  our  doubts. — 
Or  why  did  not  the  strange  mark  at  the  14th  bar  of  the 
same  movement  excite  your  ambition?  How  did  you 
arrive  at  the  determination  to  put  a  simple  ir.  in  its 
stead?  Why  in  your  edition  have  you  passed  by  the  e 
in  the  20th  bar  with  such  sovereign  contempt?  Or  did 
you  hold  all  these  marks  to  be  simply  caligraphic  orna- 
ments ?  You  had  here  an  opportunity — you,  the  pos- 
sessor of  a  great  musical  library, — how  often,  with  what 
delight  have  you  told  us  that — like  a  riddle-guessing 
Oedipus,  to  hurl  the  sphinx  of  Bach's  Semio-graphy 
into  the  abyss,  and  to  pluck  fresh  sprays  for  your 
wreath. 

"  How  beautifully  must  the  laurel  crown  you !  In  front 
the  twigs  blending  toward  each  other,  casting  their  bril- 
liancy into  the  sparkling  glasses,  the  swelling  buds  hiding 
themselves  modestly  in  the  flowing  hair!  Do  -you  not 
hear  heavenly  choirs  singing  five  part  motets  by  H. 
Schiitze,  in  the  scoring  of  which,  supposing  that  Basso 
Continue  to  be  the  5th  voice,  one  of  the  two  sopranos 
was  omitted?  Does  your  heart  beat  with  joy  or  shame? 
********** 

"  Hovvever  the  Bach  Society  have  dealt  more  honora- 
bly in  the  matterof  the  bibliographical  notices.  If  these 
are  still  far  too  imperfect,  to  allow  of  being  considered 
rightly  as  a  full  account  of  the  works  in  question,  they 
make  us  at  least  very  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
material  which  the  Bach  Society  had  at  hand.  One 
thing  however  in  this  regard  is  inexplicable  to  me:  that 
the  Bach  Society  has  not  made  itself  acquainted  with 
all  the  manuscripts,  which  are  perfectly  accessible  in  the 
various  public  libraries?  Are  we  to  understand  that  the 
entire  direction  is  in  the  hands  of  Herr  Becker,  and  that 
Herr  Becker  confines  himself  within  the  precincts  of  his 
own  library?" 

[To  be  continued.] 


From  "WOIICESTEK,  Mass. 
Feb.  17. — Will  you  permit  me  to  commend  to  your 
notice  the  following  programme  of  music,  performed  at 
one  of  our  private  musical  soirees  in  Worcester.  In  the 
dearth  of  public  concerts,  this  season,  by  the  Germania 
Society,  the  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club,  and  others 
upon  whom  we  have  heretofore  depended,  it  is  certainly 
encouraging  to  find  able  "  native"  performers  and  the 
most  classical  music  to  grace  our  private  social  enter- 
tainments. 

S.  D.  Allen's  Musical  Soiree. 

PART  I. 

1.  Grand  Sonata  for  thp  "Piaoo,  (fnur  hands) Hummel. 

Miss  Bacon  and  B.  D.  Allen. 

2.  "Thou  art  the  rest.  " — Song Schubert. 

Miss  Wright. 

3.  Sonata  Pathetique, Beethoven. 

B.  D.  Allen. 
PART  ir. 

4.  "  With  verdure  clad.  " — Sods Haydn. 

Miss  Fiske. 

5.  (a)  NncturDe,  D  itat, Chopin. 

(6)  Song  without  Words.    Bbok  5,  No.  6 Mendelssohn. 

Miss  Bacon. 

6.  Greeting.    Two-part  song Mendelssohn. 

Misses  Wright  and  Fiske. 

7.  Sonata,  op.  3,  No.  1,  (four  hands) Mozart. 

A.  S.  &  B   D.  Allen. 

We  may  be  permitted  to  add,  that  the  performances  on 
the  occasion  referred  to,  exhibited  rare  musical  talent 
and  cultivation,  worthy  in  all  respects  to  interpret  so 
choice  a  programme.  b. 


Msi^    Ji&riiaJr, 


Liondon. 

Costa  has  retired  from  the  conductorship  of  the  (old) 
Philharmonic  concerts,  and  all  the  noted  conductors,  of 
Europe  have  been  in  turn  suggested  for  his  successor: 
but  Herr  Richard  Wagnek  re  the  mnn,  and  has  been 
actually  sent  for  to  his  place  of  exile.  Zurich.  M.  Ber- 
lioz was  already  engaged  to  conduct  the  approaching 
concerts  of  the  New  Philharmonic.  What  will  the 
London  critica  do,  with  their  abhorrence  of  "new 
lights,"  especially  of  Wagner.  Perhaps  when  they  have 
*'  seen  the  elephant"  they  will  sing  in  a  somewhat  differ- 
ent key.  Meanwhile  the  Musical  World  heralda  the 
monster  after  its  own  peculiar  manner: 


The  music  of  the  past  having  lost  its  charms,  that  of 
"  the  future"  will  now  have  all  the  more.  The  Ode  to 
Joy  may  be  replaced  by  Lohengrin,  Der  Freischiitz  by 
the  Flying  Dutchman,  and  the  Mount  of  Olives  by  the 
Mount  of  Venus,  [Tannhauser.) 

"The  interchange  of  countries  is  good,"  said  Lord 
Bacon.  But  what  a  lookout  for  the  subscribers!  It  is 
well  known  that  Richard  Wagner  has  little  respect  for 
any  music  but  his  own;  that  he  holds  Beethoven  to  have 
been  a  child  until  he  wrote  the  Posthumous  quartets  and 
the  Mass  in  D,  which  he  (Wagner)  regards  as  his  own 
starting  points  [J] 'j  that  he  entertains  much  the  same 
opinion  of  Felix  Mendelssohn  as  Felix  Mendelssohn  was 
wont  to  entertain  of  Richard  Wagner;  and  that,  finally, 
he  IS  earnestly  bent  on  upsetting  all  the  accepted  forms 
and  canons  of  Art — forms  and  canons  which  Bach  and 
Handel,  Haydn  and  Mozart,  Beethoven  and  Mendels- 
sohn respected — in  order  the  more  surely  to  establish  hie 
doctrines  that  rhythm  is  superfluous,  counterpoint  a  use- 
less bore,  and  every  musician,  ancient  or  modern,  himself 
excepted,  either  an  impostor  or  a  blockhead.  Now  such 
rhodomontade  may  pass  muster  in  the  dreary  streets  of 
Weimar,  where  Frnnz  Liszt  reigns,  like  a  musical  King 
Death,  and  quaffs  destruction  to  harmony  and  melody  ; 
or  in  the  cEsthetic  purlieus  of  Leipzig,  where,  muddled 
with  beer  and  metaphysics,  the  wits  of  the  Teutonic  di- 
lettanti go  astray,  and  become  dupes  of  the  groBsest 
charlatanism ;  but  in  England,  where  Liszt  was  never 
much  thought  of,  and  where  the  beer  and  the  philoso- 
phy are  manufactured  from  more  substantial  and  less 
deleterious  stuff,  it  can  hardly  be.  If  the  brilliant  me- 
teor, Berlioz,  failed  to  entice  the  musical  mind  of  this 
country  from  its  devotion  to  the  bright  and  pure  spheres 
of  Art  into  his  own  erratic  and  uncertain  course,  what 
chance  can  there  be  for  the  duller  Richard,  with  his  in- 
terminable pamphlets  ? 

The  task  of  stepping  into  the  shoes  of  the  Autocrat 
of  all  the  Orchestras  is  hardly  less  perilous,  in  a  harmo- 
nious point  of  view,  than  that  of  mounting  the  throne  of 
a  deceased  Czar,  in  a  political  sense.  Herr  Wagner, 
however,  is  not  an  ordinary,  but  an  ex/ra- ordinary  phe- 
nomenon ;  and  we  understand  he  entertains  very  deci- 
ded opinions  of  his  own.  Thus,  it  is  possible,  things 
may  go  on  resolutely,  if  not  smoothly.  Herr  Liszt  will, 
of  course,  travel  from  Weimar  to  London,  and  play 
some  of  his  latest  "  arabesques  ;  "  for  r  where  Wagner 
is.  Liszt  is  sure  to  come,  in  shadow,  if  not  in  substance. 

With  Hector  Berlioz  at  the  "New"  Philharmonic, 
and  Richard  Wagner  at  the  "  Old,"  we  may  expect  some 
thunder  this  season.  M.  Jullien  should  prolong  his 
concerts  at  Covent-Garden,  and  drown  it. 


A  new  Oratorio,  entitled  "  The  Nativity,"  by  a  lady, 
has  been  performed  at  one  of  Mr.  HuUah's  concerts  in 
St.  Martin's  Hall.  The  lady-composer,  Mrs.  Mounsey 
Bartholomew,  had  already  under  the  name  of  Misa 
Mounsey  published  a  number  of  songs,  &c.,  which  "  en- 
titled her  to  high  consideration,  independently  of  her 
sex."  For  some  years  she  has  been  unobtrusively  en- 
gaged in  teaching.  The  Athenceum  taxes  her  with 
"  thoughtlessness"  in  attempting  to  set  again  such  texts 
as  "  There  were  shepherds,"  after  Handel,  but  gives  her 
credit  for  "  a  fair  amount  of  science,"  and  for  "  idea, — 
a  vein  of  natural  and  proper  melody." 

Her  wants  are  inevitable  to  inexperience^ — being  want 
of  proportion — want  of  orchestral  variety.  Like  other 
writers  who  have  tried  their  wings  seldom,  she  has  been 
too  anxious  to  moke  of  her  oratorio  a  muUum  in  parvo 
by  breaking  it  up  into  a  number  of  short  movements. 
It  is  a  mistake,  too,  to  require  eight  principal  solo  sing- 
ers for  a  work  in  so  narrow  a  compass. 

The  "  Nativity"  was  followed  by  Beethoven's  "  Mount 
of  Olives,"  and  Mendelssohn's  "  St.  Paul." 

The  Harmonic  Union  commenced  its  concerts  in  Han- 
over Square  Rooms,  Jan.  31st,  with  Haydn's  "  Creation." 
Herr  Molique  succeeds  Benedict  as  conductor.  The 
principal  singers  were  MissStabbach  (just  returned  from 
Germany,)  Mr.  Lockey  and  Mr.  Weiss;  the  audience  not 
large.  The  present  Union  embraces  only  that  portion  of 
the  old  one  which  did  not  unite  with  the  New  Philhar- 
monic, under  Dr.  Wylde.  It  announces  eight  concerts, 
and  its  programme  of  works  to  be  rehearsed  for  the  sea- 
son includes  about  all  the  gror.t  orv^^:"!rvs,  cf.n'itas,  sym- 
phonies, concertos,  &c.,  that  are  now  in  vogue.  Rather 
a  large  promise  ! 

Manchester,  (England.) — The  Classical  Chamber 
MuFic  Society  gave  its  Sixth  Concert  at  the  Town  Hall, 
on  Thursday,  the  25th.  The  following  was  the  pro- 
gram tne  : — Part  First.  Chamber  Trio — pianoforte,  vio- 
lin, and  violoncello;  (In  A.  Op.  26)  W.  S.  Bennett. 
Two  Melodies — violin  ;  f  Romance  Vivace  )  Molique. 
Grand  Sonata — pianoforte  and  violoncello;  (In  D,  Op. 
58)  Mtndelssohn.  Part  Second.  Trio — pianoforte,  vio- 
lin, and  violoncello;  (In  G,  Op.  1,  No.  2)  Beethoven. 
Stlicke  im  Volkstone — piano  and  violoncello;  (1  in  A 
minor.  2  in  F,  3  in  A  minor;  4  io  D)  H.  Scl.umann. — 
Grand  Sonata — pinnoforte  and  violin  ;  (In  A  minor,  Op. 
47)  Dedicated  to  Kreutzer.  Beethoven.  This  was  the 
third  appearance  of  Herr  Ernst  this  season  at  the  above 
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concert— Mr.  Hall^   and  Signor  Piatti  being  as  formerly, 
at  their  posts  at  the  pianoforte  and  violoncello. 

A  private  concert  was  given  on  Wednesday  last,  at  the 
Concert  Hall,  when  Mendelssohn's  Meertsluie,  Weber's 
Miryantke,  and  Beethoven's  Symphony  in  D  were  done, 
with  some  glees,  by  a  party  of  local  singers,  assisted  by 
Miss  Whitham,  of  Leeds. 


i>^ 


The   famous   concerts   at   the  Conservatoire,  by  the 

Societedes  Concerts,  commenced  in  the  afternoon  of  Jan. 

14th,  with  this  prog-ramme: 

Huiti^me  SymphoDie,  en  fa, ,. .  ..Beethoven. 

Madrigal,  (Mmes.  Miolan-Cacvalho  et  Boulart.) CSari. 

Solo,  01arinett«,  {M.  Leroy,) .' Beer. 

Air,  MontanOy  (Mme.  Miolan-Carvalho, ) Berton. 

Quatrieme  Symphonie,  en  Mt, Moiart. 

^^Alleiuiaf"  choeur, , ,. ..  .Handel. 

The  programme  of  the  second  concert  was  as  follows  : 

1.  Symphonie  (No.  9)  avec  chceur Beethoven. 

2.  Adagio  de  la  14  Symphonie Haydn. 

S.  Motet,  double  choeur , J.  S.  Bach. 

i.  Komance  des  Nores  de  Fiqaro ,,., Mozart. 

5.  Overture  de  GUlaume  Tell Roaaini. 

Think  of  the  "  Choral  Symphony"'  played  by  the  or- 
chestra of  the  Conservatoire^ 

Weber's  Der  FreysckUtz,  Frenchified,  has  been  repro- 
duced at  the  Theatre  Lyrique.  Referring  to  the  days 
when  romantic  opera  was  unknown  in  France,  the  Paris 
correspondent  of  the  London  Musical  World  says  : 

In  those  days  then,  and  deeply  imbued  with  the  idea 
that  there  existed  but  one  school  for  the  drama,  and  that 
school  the  French,  lived  one  Castil-Bbze.  (He  still 
lives — but,  happily,  is  harmless.)  Castii-Blaze  had  trav- 
elled on  the  Continent,  and,  as  he  himself  infoms  us,  had 
purchasad  at  Florence  and  Frankfort  eighty  or  ninety 
pounds'  weight  of  the  various  modern  compositions  then 
most  in  vogue.  Among  the  mass  of  operas  so  bought  by 
M.  Castil-Blaee,  was  Ber  Frekchiiiz ;  and,  finding  him- 
self possessed  of  a  masterpiece  in  savage  shape,  he  imme- 
diately determined  to  fit  it  with  breeches,  bag-wig,  and 
sword,  and  make  it  worthy  of  the  then  French  lyrical 
stage  and  of  himself.  Accordingly  he  at  once  transferred 
the  scene  to  England,  witli  the  barbarous. language  of 
which  country  he  fancied  he  had  someacquEiintance.  The 
extent  of  his  research  may  be  imagined,  by  his  transfer- 
ring the  scene  to  a  forest,  <hez  vous,  and  then  translating 
Robin  Hood  (who  was  to  replace  the  Zamiel  of  the  origi- 
nal) into  Robin  of  the  Woods — Hobin  dts  Bots.  The 
characters  of  Ottocar,  Kormo,  Agatha,  Annette,  Caspar, 
Max,  Kilian,  Zamiel,  in  Der  Freisthiitz,  become  Tony 
Reynold,  Anna,  Nanci,  Richard,  Dick,  Bill,  and  Robin 
des  Bois,  in  the  refined  version  M.  Caatil-Blaze.  He 
takes  a  song  from  one  of  Weber's  operas,  and  substitutes 
it  for  the  original;  he  adds,  alters,  amends  (save  the 
mark!)  curtails,  lengthens,  and  disgui-^es  in  every  possi- 
ble variety  and  shape.  Weber  was  furious,  and  wrote  to 
M.  Castil-Blaze,  remonstrating  on  the  bape  injustice  done 
to  his  opera,  and  demanding  to  know  why  he  was  so 
treated.  M.  Castil-Blaze  quietly  replied,  that  the  Ger- 
mans having  borrowed  so  much  from  his  countrymen,  it 
was  time  they  should  commence  payment  on  account. 
Ihr  Frtischiile,  though  possessing  some  germs  of  merit, 
was  yet  so  unfinished,  rugged  and  incomplete,  that,  when 

f>roduced  in  Paris,  a  French  audience  had  refused  to 
isten  to  it.  Pitying  its  condition,  and  discerning  the 
real  merit  it  possessed,  he  (Castil-Blaze)  therefore  took 
it  in  hand,  redressed  it,  washed,  cleansed  and  purified  it, 
rouged  and  anointed  it,  and  then  presented  it  before  a 
Parisian  public,  who  flocked  to  the  Odenn  for  some  hun- 
dreds of  nights,  and  acknowledged  the  merit  of  the 
adaptor  to  be  superior  to  tliat  of  the  author's.  Robin  des 
JBois,  therefoi:^,  has  ever  since  kept  the  French  stage,  and 
those  who  would  hear  the  music  of  Der  FreischUtz  must 
do  so  through  the  medium  of  Castil-Blaze. 

Robin  des  Bois  was  revived  at  the  Th^afre-Lyrique  on 
Wednesday  last;  MM.  Lagrave,  Crignon,  Colson,  and 
Junca  filling  the  principal  male  parts;  those  of  Annette 
and  Agatha  being  sung  by  Madame  Deligne-Lauters  and 
Madame  Girard.  I  was  curious  to  hear  Madame  Lauters 
in  a  classico-romatic  opera.  Possessed  of  a  voice,  which 
for  compass,  freshness,  and  roundness,  has  seldom  been 
equalled  on  the  French  st  ge,  she  had  hitherto  sung  in  no 
other  opera  than  the  Billet  de  Mnryuerite,  of  M.  Gevaert. 
She  had  now  to  deal  with  music  of  a  verv  different  de- 
scription. *  *  *  *  '         * 

Madame  Lauters  has  the  future  in  her  hands. — 
Eighteen  years  old,  with  a  voice  seldom  equalled,  with  a 
pleasing  face,  and  considerable  intelligonce.  she  is  cer- 
tain by  steady  perseverance  to  become  an  artiste.      *     * 

Madlle.  Girard  sang  her  music  well,  and  displayed  con- 
•iderable  intelligence  in  her  acting  5  she  was  mnch  and 
deservedly  applauded.  M.  Junca,  in  the  red  cloak  of 
Zamiel.  made  a  magnificent  •'  show"  in  Rnbin  des  Bois 
— a  double  cross  between  Robin  Hood,  Robin  Goodfel- 
low,  and  Zamiel — in  fact  a  nondescript.  The  choruses 
were  excellent,  and  do  credit  to  the  steady  perseverance 
of  the  director,  who  has  trained  them  in  a  year.      *    * 

Signer  Pacini  has  arrived  in  Paris  expressly  to  super- 
intend the  rehearsals  of  hia  opera.  Gli  Arahi  nelle  Gal- 
lie  (The  Arabs  in  the  Gauls,)  which  will  be  brought  out 
forthwith,  supported  by  the  whole  strength  of  the  com- 
pany. Mad.  Ugalde  stil)  maintains  possession  of  tho 
chief  part  in  Le  Pre  aux  Cierca,  and  the  public  consoles 


itself  remarkably  well  for  the  continued  indisposition  of 
Mad.  Miolan,  and  M.  Grisar's  Le  Oiien du  Jardinicr  con- 
tinues  its  triumphant  course.  There  has  been  no  such 
hit  for  years  as  that  made  by  this  genial  and  sprightly 
little  operetta. 
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On  briDging  out  new  Works, 

Our  friend,  who  writes  the  musical  criticisms 
in  the  Evening  Telegraph,  says  at  the  end  of  an 
appreciative  notice  of  the  last  Musical  Fund  con- 
cert and  of  Mr.  Perkins's  Cantata : 

We  cannot  agree  with  Dwight'a  Journal  of 
Music  in  deploring  that  the  Musical  Fund  Society 
should  be,  to  any  extent,  taken  up  in  bringing  out 
new  compositions.  We,  on  the  other  hand,  desire 
earnestly,  that  this  feature  might  make  a  con- 
spicuous part  of  their  progrannmes,  and  doubt  not 
that  the  opportunity  of  being  heard  and  well  ren- 
dered, would  call  out  the  best  powers  of  many 
composers,  whose  lights  are  now  hidden  from  the 
want  of  this  opportunity.  We  have  seen  for  ex- 
ample, the  score  of  a  descriptive  Concert  Over- 
ture, by  Mr.  Southard,  of  this  city,  which  we 
should  much  like  to  hear  performed,  and  we  doubt 
not  that  many  others  have  works  that  thej  would 
be  glad  to  bring  before  the  public.  Among  the 
mass  there  may  be  hidden  some  of  the  true  metal 
— the  precious  ore.  We  should  like  to  see  it  tried 
in  the  fire  of  public  opinion. 

Our  friend  mistakes  us  in  supposing  we  deplore 
that  the  Society  should  be  to  any  extent  taken  up 
with  bringing  out  new  compositions.  We  simply 
intimated  that  it  was  time  to  raise  the  inquiry 
how  far  the  regular  evenings  of  our  orchestral 
societies  should  be  used  for  the  first  trials  of  new 
works.  AVe  have  now  but  one  evening  series  of 
classical  orchestral  concerts.  Four  concerts  only 
have  been  given,  and  the  season  is  far  spent. 
Two  of  the  four  have  been  devoted  mainly  to  the 
first  trials  of  an  original  composition  by  the 
President  of  the  Society,  a  Cantata,  in  the  largest 
form,  for  chorus,  organ,  orchestra  and  solos, 
an  hour  and  more  in  length.  Whatever  were 
the  possible  merits  of  the  composition,  whatever 
the  character  and  public  services  of  the  com- 
poser (and  we  all  know  him  to  be  a  gentleman 
most  earnestly  and  generously  devoted  to  the 
cause  of  Art,  who  has  earned  and  is  ever  earning 
the  respect  and  gratitude  of  this  whole  musical 
public — which  sentiments  our  readers  cannot 
doubt  we  fully  share,  to  say  nothing  of  the  debt 
of  pereonal  friendship), — whatever  the  work  or 
whatever  the  author,  or  however  ardent  our  de- 
sire to  taste  and  to  approve  his  works  and  those 
of  others  of  our  young  friends  who  have  so 
bravely  entered  this  field  and  are  giving  or 
at  least  trying  to  give  our  wrongly  called  "  pro- 
saic "  country  a  character  for  musical  productive 
talent, — still  it  could  not  but  raise  this  question  at 
the  outset : 

How  can  we  best  provide  for  these  first  trials 
of  new  compositions  ?  How  best  secure  to  real 
creative  talent  chances  to  know  itself  and  to  be 
known  from  the  want  thereof?  And  how  far  is 
it  politic  or  safe  to  curtail  our  few  opportunities 
for  becoming  familiar  with  great  musical  works  at 
all,  in  order  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  experi- 
mental efforts  of  new  native  talent? 

These  questions  cannot  be  avoided,  if  we  would. 
They  come  upon  us  with  peculiar  force  at  this 
time,  seeing  that  our  musical  season  here  in  Bos- 
ton has  so  far  fallen  altogether  short  of  the  stand- 
ard of  past  year^.     We  have  been  used  to  long 


series  of  evening  and  of  afternoon  orchestral 
concerts,  with  crowded  halls,  and  programmes 
in  the  aggregate  embracing  in  each  season  most 
of  the  greatest  symphonies  and  overtures  by  the 
great  master.  This  time  the  afternoon  concerts 
of  the  Orchestral  Union  have  been  good  ;  they 
have  given  us  all  but  the  7th  and  9lh  of  Beet- 
hoven's nine  symphonies,  with  two  or  three  of 
Mozart's  and  Haydn's,  their  programmes  for  the 
rest  being  quite  light.  Yet  these  come  to  an  end 
next  week  for  want  of  support.  All  that  is 
left  us  is  the  series  of  eight  classical  evening 
concerts  by  the  Musical  Fund  Orchestra.  Their 
two  first  concerts  were  in  the  main  most  excellent, 
but  owing  to  whatever  cause  the  public  patron- 
age failed,  and  Beethoven,  Mozart  and  Mendels- 
sohn wasted  their  sweetness  on  thin  houses. 
Something  had  gone  wrong  in  the  first  initiation 
and  management,  or  else  mighty  and  mysterious 
are  the  alternating  ways  of  "  fashion  " — conven- 
ient name  for  causes  past  our  finding  out  I  This 
critical  time,  when  the  newly  organized  Society 
was  struggling  for  its  very  existence,  was  we  fear 
the  wrong  time  for  the  trial  of  any  doubtful  ex- 
periments ;  the  wrong  time  to  summon  the  public 
as  a  jury  for  the  examination  of  new  claims  to 
the  character  of  musical  composer,  and  to  risk 
success  upon  the  possible,  but  wholly  unascer- 
tained interest  of  so  long  and  formidable  a  work. 
We  cannot  help  thinking  it  would  have  been 
wiser,  to  wait  until  the  Musical  Fund  had  achieved 
some  success  (of  course  we  mean  remunerative 
success),  before  making  a  new  feature  so  promi- 
nent m  one  of  its  programmes. 

It  was  to  be  considered  too  that  these  were 
subscription  concerts,  and  that  music-lovers  sub- 
scribe to  the  series  with  the  expectation  of  get- 
ting (only  better)  substantially  the  same  sort  of 
thing  that  has  gone  by  the  same  name  in  seasons 
past ;  that  is  to  say,  performances  of  the  world- 
renowned  Symphonies,  Overtures,  Concertos, 
&c.,  with  such  tasteful  and  agreeable  varieties  as 
may  at  once  relieve  and  harmonize  with  these- 
It  might  be  said,  to  be  sure,  in  this  case,  and  we 
■allow  the  fact  some  weight,  that  the  subscribers 
had  proved  few,  and  that  it  was  more  than  war- 
rantable to  try  the  experiment  of  some  new  kind 
of  attraction,  to  appeal  to  curiosity  about  new 
things,  to  patriotic  interest  in  native  efforts,  seeing 
that  the  classical  appeal  had  met  with  small  re- 
sponse. On  this  ground  we  are  perfectly  content 
to  excuse  and  acquiesce  in  the  introduction  of 
the  Cantata.  But  the  question  that  is  forced 
upon  us,  does  not  contemplate  anybody's  Cantata, 
or  other  composition  in  particular,  and  is  not  a 
question  merely  of  the  present  moment.  It  con- 
templates the  whole  future  policy  of  our  serial 
concerts  of  the  nobler  kind ;  it  concerns  the 
saving  and  perfecting  of  our  best  and  indispen- 
sable provisions  for  the  inspiring  of  a  sound  clas- 
sical taste  for  music  in  this  cci^'iiLULilly,  as  well  as 
for  the  starting  of  young  germs  of  original  pro- 
ductive talent,  if  (as  is  no  doubt  the  case)  there 
be  such  among  us.  This  is  a  serious  question, 
and  as  such  demands  an  answer.  And  we  pre- 
fer to  answer  it  apart  from  any  personal  refer- 
ence, or  any  criticism  on  the  concert  of  one  week 
or  another. 

Three  things  we  want,  to  make  us  a  musical 
people : 

1.  Direct  means  of  education;  Schools,  Con- 
servatories, &c. 

2.  Frequent   and    unfailing    opportunities   of 
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hearing  the  great  masterpieces  of  the  art  per- 
formed. 

3.  Encouragement  and  stimulus  to  the  original 
production  of  musical  works,  which  of  course  in- 
volves the  giving  such  a  hearing  and  a  reasonable 
chance  to  come  before  the  public. 

Our  concern  is  now  with  the  two  last.  How 
to  reconcile  these  two  desiderata  is  the  real  prob- 
lem ;  and  if  either  must  in  some  degree  be  sacri- 
ficed to  the  securing  of  the  other,  and  be  left  to 
scramble  for  itself,  which  can  we  best  aflTord  that 
it  should  be  ? 

AVe  would  have  both,  if  possible,  both  so  far  as 
possible ;  but  we  do  candidly  believe  the  first  to  be 
the  most  important  and  to  most  need  bolstering 
and  cherishing.  More  than  all  schoolings,  which 
are  of  necessity  mechanical,  while  necessary ; 
more  than  all  feeble  efforts  of  our  own  to  fly, 
with  hope  of  at  last  reaching  the  pure  empyrean 
of  Art,  does  the  repeated  hearing  of  the  great 
master-works  of  music  quicken  the  germs  of  true 
musical  feeling  in  our  breasts,  weave  the 
holy  spell  of  music  round  our  lives,  and  warm 
whatever  creative  genius  there  may  be  in  us  to 
the  seeking  of  its  own  development  in  a  like 
worthy  spirit.  We  believe  that  we  owe  more  of 
the  deep  and  genuine  love  and  taste  for  music 
which  we  as  a  people  may  possess  to  our  frequent 
hearings  of  Beethoven's  symphonies  and  Handel's 
oratorios,  than  to  all  other  causes  put  together. 
With  all  the  many  opportunities, these  last  years 
have  aflforded  us  of  listening  to  great  artists  and 
great  works,  we  have  not  reached  the  point,  even 
in  our  most  musical  communities,  where  we  can 
at  all  dispense  with  regular  and  frequent  concerts 
of  the  kind  called  classical.  If  Boston  for  in- 
stance numbers  a  pretty  large  public,  who  are 
really  smitten  with  the  true  love,  yet  we  have  not 
got  beyond  the  danger  of  relapses, — witness  this 
very  winter.  Our  regular  series  of  orchestral 
performances  are  our  main  stay.  We  must  hold 
on  to  them,  whatever  else  we  lose.  Musically 
there  is  still  hope  for  us  so  long  as  we  hold  on  to 
them.  Those  who  are  fairly  initiated  into  this  love 
of  the  true  things,  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  in- 
terested in  nothing  besides  music  ;  their  attend- 
ance cannot  be  invariable  ;  and  the  audience  for 
such  things  must  be  from  year  to  year  made  good 
by  new  recruits.  Moreover  the  rising  generation 
ever  waits  to  be  indoctrinated  in  its  turn  ;  and  the 
taste  for  the  true  things  gets  more  or  less  diluted 
with  each  incoming  wave  of  young  America ;  the 
tree  begins  to  die  out  at  the  top,  if  it  be  not  con- 
tinually watered.  One  short  Italian  opera  season, 
with  its  manifold  excitements,  is  enough  to  para- 
lyze the  love  of  lofty  symphony  and  song  for  a 
whole  year,  unless  the  fountains  of  these  be  also 
kept  continually  flowing. 

We  take  it  for  granted  that  our  Musical  Fund 
Society,  like  the  Philharmonic  in  New  York,  and 
in  London,  the  Sociele  des  Concerts  in  Paris,  the 
Gewandhaus  orchestra  in  Leipzig,  was  organized 
with  principal  reference  to  the  familiarizing  of 
the  public  with  the  really  great  orchestral  music. 
Such  societies  are  naturally  looked  to  as  the  foun- 
tains, we  will  not  say  of  musical  orthodoxy,  but 
of  a  deep  musical  feeling  and  a  true  taste,  in 
every  capital.  Let  the  opportunities  they  oiler 
us,  (too  few  at  best,)  be  kept  as  far  as  possible 
sacred  to  the  interpretation  of  really  fine  works, 
such  as  it  is  a  privation  and  a  shame  for  any 
music-loving  people  not  to  know,  as  much  as  it 
would  be  for  a  reading  community  not  to  know 


Shakspeare,  Milton,  Wordsworth,  and  the  like. 
In  music  the  orchestras  and  singing  societies  must 
do  our  reading  for  us.  True,  it  is  well  also  to 
some  extent  to  read  new  books,  and  taste  new 
music,  even  if  it  be  of  doubtful  or  ephemeral 
value.  It  is  well  to  guard  against  exclusive  tastes, 
and  to  consult  curiosity  or  present  pleasure  as 
well  as  severe  culture,  to  some  degree.  But  smce 
life  is  short,  and  fine  opportunities  are  few  com- 
pared with  those  that  meet  the  level  of  the  idlest 
purpose,  a  wise  economy  suggests  a  jealous  eye  to 
the  high  character  of  our  regular  concert  pro- 
grammes. How  can  we  afford  that  one  of  them 
be  otherwise  than  excellent  and  solid  in  the  main, 
however  we  make  allowance  for  variety,  for  the 
throwing  out  of  shining  baits  to  unrefined  appe- 
tites, for  conciliating  the  support  of  more  than 
the  appreciating,  with  the  hope  that  they  may  be- 
come appreciating,  &c.,  &c. 

This  brings  us  to  the  other  desideratum.  How 
shall  our  young  composers  get  a  hearing  ?  We 
cannot  answer  the  question  so  fully  as  we  would 
do  now,  but  we  will  offer  a  few  hints. 

1.  We  think  that,  as  a  general  rule,  new  com- 
positions, especially  those  of  magnitude,  should 
only  be  accepted  into  our  public  Philharmonic  pro- 
grammes (we  use  that  convenient  term  to  desig- 
nate such  concert  societies  as  we  have  been  de- 
scribing,) after  their  merit  has  been  somewhat 
satisfactorily  established,  or  after  the  previous  suc- 
cesses of  the  composer  have  created  a  pretty 
strong  presumption  in  their  favor.  Such  concerts 
are  not  for  such  experimental  ends ;  they  are  not 
for  the  examination  of  new  candidates  for  fame, 
and  making  the  public,  the  for  the  most  part 
ignorant  and  incompetent  public,  sit  as  jury  in 
an  Art  competition.  Such  concerts  are  for  the 
musical  enlightenment,  refinement,  elevation  and 
initiation  of  this  very  public  ;  for  tuning  its  crude 
tastes  and  likings  up  to  concert  pitch,  and  arming 
it  (at  the  same  time  that  it  gives  a  present  and 
immortal  pleasure)  with  an  ideal,  a  high  standard, 
whereby  it  may  evermore  discern  the  true  from 
the  false  in  Art.  AVe  go  to  learn  and  be  inspired 
by  what  the  Masters  have  done,  and  not  to  pass 
judgment  upon  what  the  pupils  would  do.  So 
surely  as  we  undertake  to  do  this,  we  shall  find 
claims  multiplying  upon  us  at  a  fearful  rate ;  the 
hearing  of  one  necessitates  the  hearing  of  ano- 
ther ;  and  in  the  meantime  we,  who  are  but 
learners,  our  thoughts  withdrawn  from  the  inspi- 
ring models,  are  losing  all  we  knew  and  sinking 
in  our  tastes,  attempting  without  any  vivid  mem- 
ory of  high  ideals  to  measure  out  rewards  and 
condemnations  after  a  most  arbitrary,  superficial, 
narrow  and  "  Know  Nothing"  standard. 

2.  In  excluding  such  efforts  from  such  concerts, 
we  do  it  not  upon  the  ground  merely  that  they 
are  native  or  that  they  are  new  ;  but  on  the  same 
ground  on  which  we  would  exclude  a  thousand 
things,  however  clever  and  however  famous, 
which  we  should  think  not  of  a  fit  order  to  con- 
sort with  the  essential  features  of  the  Philharmonic 
class  of  programmes.  Our  young  composers,  we 
will  believe,  are  generally  modest ;  few  of  them 
have  the  vanity  to  claim  that  they  can  compose 
overtures  or  even  smaller  things  as  good  as  those 
of  Auber,  Plotow,  and  other  brilliant,  popular, 
but  not  great  composers.  Yet  often  the  intro- 
duction of  their  works  mars  a  classical  concert 
and  lowers  its  whole  tone.  We  want  nothing 
doubtful,  hacknied,  specious,  mediocre  upon  such 
occasions,  or  at  the  most  but  a  small  modicum  of 


such.  Now  is  it  not  a  fair  presumption  in  the  case 
of  any  young  American's  new  work, — a  presump- 
tion greater  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  form  which  he  attempts, — that  it  will  prove 
not  very  interesting  or  inspiring,  not  more  than 
clever,  creditable  at  the  best,  and  not  a  thing  that 
can  be  fitly  sandioiched  (to  make  use  of  a  memo- 
rable expression)  between  symphonies  of  Beet- 
hoven, Mendelssohn  and  Mozart  ?  Not  because 
we  prize  our  young  composers  and  their  oppor- 
tunities less,  but  because  we  prize  our  own  oppor- 
tunities of  hearing  what  is  best  in  music  more, — 
would  we  have  them  seek  the  first  hearings  of 
their  works  in  separate  seasons  and  occasions  from 
these  serial  classical  concerts. 

3.  We  do  not  on  any  ground  object  to  all  and 
any  introduction  of  original  compositions.  AVe 
only  ask  that  there  shall  not  be  too  much  of  it. 
In  moderate  proportions  it  is  well.  In  our  Men- 
delssohn Quintette  Club  concerts,  for  instance, 
we  get  during  the  season  a  great  many  of  the 
standard  Quintets,  Quartets,  Trios  and  Sonatas. 
An  occasional  work  in  one  of  these  forms  by  Mr. 
Perkins,  or  Mr.  Ryan,  or  Mr.  Parker,  has  only 
added  to  the  intere.t  of  an  evening,  and  has  per- 
haps given  real  pleasure.  But  in  these  cases  the 
new  work  has  occupied  comparatively  a  small 
place  in  the  programme,  and  has  scarcely  cur- 
tailed our  very  liberal  allowance  pf  the  great 
masters.  , 

4.  "Wb  echo  our  friend's  desire  to  hear  the 
overture  and  other  works  of  Mr.  Southard  brought 
out.  Furthermore  we  wish  abundant  chance  and 
audience  extended  to  all  new  works  conceived  in 
any  earnest  purpose,  with  any  promising  ante- 
cedents, and  not  urged  forward  with  offensive 
vanity.  They  should  have  a  hearing ;  but  not, 
unless  exceptionally,  in  the  regular  classical  con- 
certs, until  it  shall  have  become  settled  in  the 
conviction  of  competent  judges  that  the  work  is 
really  a  success.  For  be  it  observed,  a  classical 
form  is  not  enough  to  make  a  composition  classical. 

5.  We  own  it  is  quite  true  that  the  great  mass 
of  an  audience  go  to  a  concert  to  find  pleasure, 
and  that  they  hear  many  a  world-renowned  work, 
the  noblest  symphony  of  Beethoven  it  may  be, 
once,  twice,  thrice,  without  decidedly  enjoying  it. 
Is  not  this  a  reason  for  trying  new  doubtful  works, 
as  well  as  old  approved  works  which  it  is  equally 
doubtful  whether  many  can  appreciate  and  enjoy  ? 
No.  Because  if  a  piece  of  music  comes  to  us  en- 
dorsed by  the  admiration  of  all  musicians  and  true 
judges — if  we  are  sure  we  have  the  real  thing, 
a  work  by  a  great  master — we  know  well  enough 
that  the  fault  lies  in  ourselves  if  we  do  not  at 
once  enjoy  and  feel  its  beauty,  and  that  it  is 
worth  our  while  to  listen  attentively,  repeatedly, 
until  its  power  and  beauty  live  for  us,  and  take 
possession  of  us.  This  the  subscriber  to  a  course 
of  Philharmonic  concerts  must  expect,  and  count 
no  hour  as  lost  in  which  he  truly  tries  to  realize 
the  inspiration  of  a  great  composer,  through  the 
medium  of  an  efficient  orcheatra.  But  a  new 
work,  unless  we  enjoy  and.  feel  it,  is  as  nought  to 
us  ;  we  may  persevere  in  trying  to  find  satisfac- 
tion in  it,  but  it  is  with  a  thousand  chances  against 
us. 

6.  Finally,  should  one  of  these  new  composi- 
tions, which  we  hear  for  the  first  time  on  trial, 
really  succeed,  should  it  convince  us  of  decided 
genius,  then  would  all  our  objections  in  that  case 
fall  at  once  to  the  ground,  and  we  should  of  course 
be  but  too  happy  to  congratulate  the  author.  How 
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often  can  we  hope  for  such  successes  ?     By  no 
means  are  we  to  consider  them  impossible. 

Yet  not  finally,  for  we  have  more  to  say.  We 
have  not  yet  guarded  ourselves  as  strongly  as  we 
would  do  against  the  appearance  of  a  lack  of  in- 
terest and  sympathy  in  new  and  native  efforts  at 
composition.  We  wish  to  show  that  the  above 
remarks  do  not  exclude  them  from  fair  chances 
of  a  hearing,  and  to  point  out  a  plenty  of  legiti- 
mate ways  by  which  young  composers  may  make 
their  meritorious  products  known.  This  will 
require  another  article. 


m 


Concerts. 

Musical  Fund  Society. — The  fourth  con- 
cert was  mainly  a  repetition  of  that  of  the  Satur- 
day before.  Only  the  interest  of  the  First  Part 
was  much  enhanced  by  the  introduction  of  Men- 
delssohn's finest  overture.  Die  Hebriden,  or  "  Fin- 
gaPs  Cave,"  which  was  played  with  spirit  and  ex- 
pression. Also,  by  way  of  lighter  variety,  by 
two  pieces  by  those  remarkable  violinists  of  Jul- 
lien  celebrity,  the  brothers  Mollenhauer. 
Their  duet  certainly  was  a  most  marvellous  speci- 
men of  perfect  mechanical  precision,  perfect 
blending  and  mutual  conformity  in  every  slight- 
est shade  of  expression,  as  well  as  of  rare  beauty 
of  tone  and  purity  of  intonation.  It  was  music 
which  might  soon  cloy  upon  the  sense,  leaving 
deeper  wants  unsatisfied ;  but  it  was  an  agreeable 
recreation  between  solid  pieces,  and  it  held  its 
place  fitly  in  such  a  concert  by  the  pure  perfec- 
tion of  its  execution. 

Of  the  former  programme  (first  part)  there 
were  retained  the  overture  to  Oberon,  which  we 
did  not  hear;  and  from  the  Symphony  of  Haydn 
(in  D),  the  beautiful  Andante,  in  which  Mr. 
Suck's  orchestra  appeared  to  great  advantage. 
The  clearness,  and  easy,  natural  flow  of  the  com- 
position could  not  fail  to  please. 

After  the  intermission,  the  President  of  the 
Society,  Mr.  C.  C.  Perkins,  took  the  baton  to 
conduct  the  repetition  of  his  new  Cantata,  "  The 
Pilgrims."  It  came  out  more  clear  in  this  per- 
formance ;  we  were  not  disturbed  with  discords 
between  instruments  and  voices  as  before;  but  all 
went  as  easily  and  smoothly  as  we  should  suppose 
the  difficult  character  of  much  of  the  vocal  mel- 
ody and  the  perhaps  over-elaborate  instrumenta- 
tion would  admit.  There  were  marks  of  careful 
study  and  of  skilful  combinaition  in  the  work ;  nor 
could  we  detect  any  slavish  copying  of  models, 
or  indeed  anything  that  seemed  like  imitation, 
unless  it  were  a  certain  trace  of  the  Mendelssohn 
influence  in  the  general  structure  and  in  the  Alle- 
gro motive  of  the  overture : — which  overture,  by 
the  way,  we  did  not  find  improved  upon  ac- 
quaintance. 

And  we  must  reluctantly  say  the  same  of  the 
Cantata  as  a  whole,  (it  being  understood  of  course 
that  we  speak  simply  in  duty  to  our  own  impres- 
sion.) The  chorale :  "  Forget  not  him,"  we  still 
found  rich  and  solemn,  and  well  worked  up. — 
Some  of  the  solos  and  duets,  too,  were  not  without 
beauty,  although  ungrateful,  as  we  fancied,  to  the 
voice.  The  singers  did  themselves  great  credit, 
and  Miss  Bothamly's  lovely  soprano  told  to  a 
charm.  But  as  a  whole  the  composition  seemed 
without  any  very  positive  and  characteristic  style  ; 
the  movements  did  not  seem  to  grow  naturally 
out  of  one  another ;  it  could  scarcely  have  been 
conceived  at  once,  in  one  happy,  inspired  moment, 
as   a  whole,  after  the  method  of  genius  and  o 


Mozart ;  many  of  the  themes  appeared  weak  and 
common,  and  much  of  the  instrumentation,  as  we 
have  before  hinted,  over-ingenious.  This  is  mea- 
suring it,  to  be  sure,  by  the  severe  standard  of 
the  larger  compositions  which  form  the  staple  of 
these  classical  orchestral  concerts.  Comparatively 
we  could  not  become  very  deeply  interested  in  the 
Cantata;  not  so  much  so  as  in  several  of  the 
author's  chamber  compositions  in  classical  form 
which  we  have  heard  before.  And  yet  we  have 
been  less  interested  in  more  than  one  work  of  the 
same  magnitude  which  has  acquired  celebrity : 
have  we  forgotten  Felicien  David's  great  Ode- 
Symphony,  "  The  Desert  ?  "  "  The  Pilgrims" 
becomes  an  oasis  in  the  memory,  remembering 
that. 

Handel  and  Haydn  Society.  — "  Moses  in 
Egypt "  was  again  performed,  by  the  same  artists, 
and  to  an  immense  audience,  on  Sunday  evening. — 
We  were  not  able  to  attend.  This  was  the  last  of 
the  regular  series  of  Oratorios.  As  yet  we  have 
heard  nothing  of  the  promised  selections  from  Han- 
del's mighty  "  Israel  in  Egypt,"  nor  has  the  winter 
given  us  any  entire  oratorio  of  Handel,  except  the 
"  Messiah,"  at  Christmas.  We  trust  there  are  more 
concerts,  and  solid,  real  oratorios  in  store. 

By  the  way,  a  correspondent  asks  us  if  there  can 
be  any  propriety  in  calling  Eossini's  Mos€  in  Egitto 
an  oratorio  ?  We  supposed  the  im-propriety  admit- 
ted of  no  question.  It  is  a  simple  matter  of  historical 
fact.  Rossini  wrote  it  as  an  opera,  for  the  theatre  ; 
in  which  way  it  is  always  performed  in  Europe,  and 
has  been  performed  by  the  Italian  troupes  in  Boston. 
There  is  some  color,  to  be  sure,  for  this  confounding 
of  oratorios  and  operas  upon  sacred  subjects,  in  the 
fact  that  Oratorio  originated  in  the  old  dramatic 
"  Mysteries "  of  the  Catholic  Church.  But  since 
Handel's  "  Messiah,"  the  oratorio,  not  only  in  its 
poetic  frame-work,  but  in  the  loftier  and  more  learned 
structure  of  its  music,  has  assumed  a  character  en- 
tirely distinct  from  opera,  although  the  majority  of 
oratorios  have  still  something  of  the  dramatic  ele- 
ment in  them,  as  all  great  Epic  poems  have.  The 
Epic  may  include  the  Dramatic,  but  the  Dramatic 
cannot  include  the  Epic.  By  no  means  can  you  find 
in  such  an  opera  as  "  Moses  in  Egypt "  anything 
pertaining  to  the  Oratorio  as  such,  beyond  the  mere 
fact  that  it  deals  with  scriptural  incidents  and  char- 
acter. In  the  whole  style  and  spirit  of  the  music,  it 
is  as  purely  of  the  secular  and  sensuous  order  as  the 
same  composer's  Semiramide. 

Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club. — At  the  eighth 
and  last  Chamber  Concert,  the  Chickering  Saloon 
was  completely  filled  and  packed  with  listeners.  The 
opening  piece  was  Mozart's  Quintet,  No.  2,  in  C,  a 
lovely  model  of  the  kind,  which  suffered  nothing  in 
the  presentation.  Mr.  Akthukson  again  sang  the 
air  of  Marcello  with  purity  and  warmth  of  style. 
Gounod's  "  Meditation "  on  the  first  Prelude  of 
Bach,  with  violin  obligato,  quartet  accompaniment, 
and  Mr.  Pekkins  at  the  piano,  was  beautifully 
played,  and  interested  as  much  as  ever,  although  the 
modern  sentimental  melody  reminded  one  of  some 
of  the  modern  accretions  to  old  Gothic  architecture. 
Schubert's  Andante  and  Variations,  from  the  post- 
humous Quartet  in  D  minor,  were  truly  Schubert- 
Wk-e,  solemn,  sad  and  simple  in  the  theme,  witli  an 
original,  mysterious  sort  of  harmony,  and  a  rare 
poetic  invention  in  the  variations.  It  made  a  very 
interesting  feature  of  the  evening. 

The  second  part,  which  we  regretted  not  to  hear, 
consisted  of  a  Sonata  for  piano  and  violin,  by  the 
romantic  Danish  composer,  Gade,  played  by  Messrs. 
Perkins  and  Fries  ;  the  tenor  Romanza  from 
VElisir  d'Amor,  sung  by  Mr.  Arthurson  ;  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  great  Quartet  by  Cherubini,  which  it 
was  an  especial  privation  not  to  hear. 


This  season  of  the  Quintette  Club  has  been  emi- 
nently successful.  Both  in  the  quality  of  the  selec- 
tions and  in  the  exeellance  of  the  performance,  it  has 
surpassed  all  previous  seasons ;  and  we  doubt  not 
there  was  very  general  disappointment  at  the  non- 
announcement  of  the  supplementary  series  that  had 
been  suggested.  We  still  trust  they  will  see  their 
interest  in  giving  us  a  few  more  concerts. 

Orchestral  Union. — On  Wednesday  afternoon 
the  great  features  ■were  the  first  two  movements  of 
the  "  Pastoral  Symphony"  (why  not  the  whole  ?)  and 
the  third  movement  (March,  chorale  of  Thanksgiv- 
ing, &c.)  from  Spohr's  Symphony:  "The  Consecra- 
tion of  Tones."  Both  were  finely  played.  So  too 
was  Rossini's  warmly  colored  overture  to  Semira- 
mide, the  horn  passages  in  which  were  "  beautiful  ex- 
ceedingly." 

The  announcement  that  this  would  be  the  last  but 
one  of  the  afternoon  concerts  had  the  etTect  to  draw 
out  a  much  larger  audience,  which  will  doubtless  be 
still  larger  next  time.  We  think  the  assurance  of 
a  chance  to  hear  the  entire  Pastorale  would  do  much 
towards  filling  the  hall ;  and  we  cannot  yet  cease  to 
hope  that  Mr.  Zerrahn  and  his  associates,  whose 
orchestral  performances  have  never  been  surpassed 
among  us,  will  still  feel  encoui-aged  to  keep  oh.  The 
Opera  is  over,  with  many  other  distractions,  and  the 
public  love  of  music  is  pretty  certain  to  return  to  its 
full  consciousness  and  its  right  mind. 


A  letter  from  our  correspondent  about  Opera  matters 
in  New  York  has  to  lie  over  till  next  week. 

"  P  "  is  in  type,  but  must  lie  over. 

Mr  C.  H.  Clarke,  the  indefatigable  and  successful 
teacher  in  the  Warren  Street  Chapel,  gives  his  annual 
Children's  Concert  in  the  Music  Hall,  next  Thursday 
evening.  The  "  Flower  Queen,"  "by  G.  F.  Root,  a 
really  charming  little  fairy  Cantata  for  young  voices,  will 
be  performed  for  the  first  time  in  Boston. 


^^bettiBEHtEntiS. 
HANDEL  AND  HAYDN  SOCIETY. 

KOSSIWrS  OBATOHIO  OF 

MOSES    IN    EOYPT, 

Will  be  performed,  for  the  last  time  this  season, 

On  Sunday  Evening,  March  4:th,  1855. 

AT   THE 

BOSTON     MUSIC    HALL. 

The  principal  solo  parts  will  be  sustained  by 
Miss  Anna  Stone, 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Wentworti, 
Mrs.  F.  A.  Hill, 

Messrs.  ArthurBon,  Aiken, 

Adams  and  Wheat. 

Orchestra THE  OBUHESTRAL  UNION. 

Conductor CABL  ZERRAHN. 

Organist P.  P.  MULLER. 

Tickets,  at  50  cents  each  are  for  sale  at  the  principal  Hotels 
and  Music  Scores,  and  at  the  door  on  the  evening  of  the  per- 
formance. 

Doors  open  at  6 — Performance  to  commence  at  7  o'clock. 
H.  L.  HAZELTON,  Secretary. 

SCHARFENBERG  &  LUIS, 
BIWPORTiERS  OF  FOBEIOW  MUSIC, 

HAVE  REMOVED  TO 

No.  769  BROADWAY,  corner  of  Ninth  St. 
NEW    YORK. 

PATENT     AMERICAN     ACTION 

PIANO-FORTE, 

Manufactory,  379  'WasKington  Street) 

BOSTON,    MASS. 

F.    F.    MULLEK, 

DIKBCTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 
Church  :  OrRanist  and  Pianist  of  the  llanctel  &  Haydn 

S,tciety,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 
Residence,  No.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 
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NEW   AESTHETIC   JOtTRNAIi. 

THE    CRAYON, 

A  Weekly  Paper  devoted  to  ART,  offers  itself  to  the  attention 
of  all  who  are  interested  in  the  elevating  and  refining  influ- 
ences of  Beiiuty.  Among  the  contributors  to  THE  CRAYON 
already  are  Bryant,  Lowell,  Street,  Rembrandt  Peale,  A  B. 
Ddrand,  President  of  the  N  tional  Academy  of  Design,  Daniel 
HONTINOTON,  IIenrt  K.  Erown,  aud  amongst  those  engaged 
are  Longfellow,  Bayard  Taylor,  Geo  Wm  Curtis,  Rev.  H. 
■\V.  Beechek,  Rev.  Samdel  Osgood,  Rev.  U.  W.  Bellows,  Hon. 
Charles  Sujiner,  and  others  of  our  most  eminent  writers.  A 
series  of  papers  by  Rdsein,  and  ef^says  left  by  the  eminent 
sculptor,  Horatio  Greenougu,  add  to  the  interest  of  The 
Crayon, 

From  ike  Christian  Inquirer. 

The  first  five  numbers  of  this  prouiising  (and  thus  far  per- 
forming) paper  are  now  out.  U'e  look  for  its  weekly  ipaue 
with  high  and  never  disappointed  expectation.  Its  leaders  are 
leafJed  in  a  double  sense— weighty  with  thought  as  well  aa 
with  typographical  distinctness.  They  carry  metal  We  are 
much  impressed  with  the  seriousness  and  instructive  aim  of 
the  editorial  columns.  Manifestly  it  is  not  to  tickle  the  ear 
or  please  the  fancy,  but  to  enlighten  the  mind  and  improve 
the  taste,  that  the  leading  article  always  aims.  The  writer  has 
a  real,  well-considered,  distinct,  and  derisive  thought  to  con- 
vey to  his  I'eaders'  minds,  and  he  goes  about  it  pafiently,  nn- 
ambitiously,  and  earnestly,  and  succeeds  not  in  winning  onr 
admiration — a  poor  victory — but  in  leaving  ns  wiser  than  he 
found  us. 

The  Crayon  has,  we  hope,  a  special  mis.sion — to  purge  and 
soberize  the  style  of  our  journalizing,  as  well  as  the  taste  of 
our  people  in  general.  The  heated,  gaseous,  and  scintillating 
style  of  our  public  press  is  becoming  intolerable.  Tiie  Orajon 
uses  a  cool,  quiet  and  unobtrusive  style,  which  is  truly  re- 
freshing. 

Frorti  the  Cincinnati  Gazette. 

We  have  already  strongly  recommended  Toe  Crayon,  and 
every  succeeding  number  proves  it  to  be  more  and  more  worthy 
of  all  we  have  said  in  its  praise.  No  journal,  devoted  to  Art, 
has  ever  been  so  ably  conducted,  in  this  country  \  and  if  it 
meets  with  the  support  it  so  richly  deserves,  we  have  no  doubt 
that  it  will  exert  a  most  wholesome  influence  upon  the  taste 
of  the  country. 

Published  by  STILLMAN  &  DURANB,  No.  237  Broadway, 
New  York.  Terms,  $3  per  annum,  in  advance.  Back  num- 
bers supplied. 


O-    S3:.    OXj-^^nLSSlES, 

TEACHES  OE  MUSIC,  265  Washington  St. 

RESIDENCE....  13  SHAWMUT  STREET,  BOSTON. 

NO    3  LA  GRANGE    PLACE,  BOSTON. 

Having  resided  thirteen  years  in  Europe  with  a  view  of  adap- 
ting the  Italian  style  of  Singing  to  the  En^'lish  voice  and  of 
remedying  iueakness  of  the  voice,  and  thoroughly  correcting 
harsh,  guttural,  nasal,  or  other  unpleasant  peculiarities,  pro- 
poses to  give  lessons  on  the  Voice,  and  in  Singing,  in  the  Italian 
French,  and  English  Languages. 

Many  who  have  spent  years  of  severe  study  to  attain  musical 
excellence,  after  struggling  to  conquer  some  guttural,  nasal,  or 
other  unpleasant  mannerism,  abandon  tbe  pursuit  from  the  be- 
lief that  they  are  afflicted  with  a  natural  defectiveness:  when, 
with  a  fractional  part  of  the  application  which  they  bestow  on 
the  other  branches  of  their  musical  education,  and  with  much 
less  physical  effort  (if  properly  dii'ected)  than  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  use,  their  voices  might  be  rendered  comparative- 
ly beautiful. 

To  singers  of  eminence  he  would  say,  with  a  just  appreciation 
of  their  high  attainments,  that  a  'brief  practical  examination  of 
his  sjstem  will  convince  the  most  sceptical,  that  hn  can  afford 
them  such  ai^sistauee  in  beautifying  the  voice,  as  might  delight 
the  most  fastidious. 

"Being  acquainted  with  the  course  of  vocal  discipline  pursued 
by  Mr.  W.  J,  Parkerson  in  forming  and  developing  the  voice, 
I  take  pleasure  in  beai'ing  my  testimony  to  its  excellence  ;  be- 
lieving it  to  be  far  preferable  to  any  other  method  known  to  me. 

GEO.  J.  WEBB. 

Boston,  Oct.  7, 1854-'* 

[C?"  Terms,  ®50  per  quarter. 

ME.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hay  ward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

References — 11.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C.Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHEK     OF     MUSIC, 
S65  "Wasl&ingi^oii  Street,  Boston. 


CHICKEIlINa   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OE 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

WAKEKOOMS, 
3VE.A.S03SriO     TJESIWEE'IjiE!, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Api29  BOSTON.  tf 


NATHAN  RICHARDSON, 

283    WASHINQTON    STREET, 

Has  jast  received  a  large  inToice  of 

Comprising  the  latest  works  of  all  the  distinguished  European 
composers. 

—JUST  PUBLISHED,— 
Hicliardson's  Collection  of  National  and  Ope- 
ratic Melodies, 
"Very  easily  arranged  for  the  Piano,  and  fingered  after   the 
method  of  the  Modern  School.     In  twenty  uumhera.     Price 
from  15  to  '2b  cents  each.    They  are  excellent  for  young  pupils. 

Sixty-Six  Interludes  in  the  Major  Keys, 
By  J.  H   JONES,  for  the  Organ,  Melodeon  or  Piano.    They 
are  easy,  and  Tery  interesting.    Every  musician  should  hare 
a  copy.    Price  50  cente. 

Third  Book  of  Concone's  Vocal  Exercises, 

For  the  middle  register  of  the  voice,  the  only  complete  edition 
in  the  country.  Just  published.  They  will  be  found  indis- 
pensable to  all  Teachers  of  Singing.     Price  ^2. 

[tlT^'All  the  above  will  be  sent  free  of  jtostage  on  the  receipt 
of  the  above  prices.  Our  Catalogues  are  sent  gratis  to  any 
address, 

NATHAN    RICHARDSON, 

MUSICAL  EXCHANGE,    38a  Waslllngtou  St., 

BOSTON. 

GEOEGE  J.  WEBB  &  CO. 

E»3[:j@L]eia"0-:FC^3F8.TE!S 

AND      MELODEONS. 

W«.  3    ^VINTEK    STREET, 
BOSTON. 

ALL     INSTRUMENTS 

WARRANTED 

IN    EVERY    P  ARTICXJIiAK. 

Dec  9  Sm 

A  CARD MessM.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  tofurnisli  music  (duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 

YOUIG  UBES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

E.  R..  BI.AWCHARD,  Teaclier. 

This  School  is  designed  for  those  who  wish  to  acquire  the 
ability  to  read  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapt- 
ed to  the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  teach 
singing  in  schools,  or  to  receive  instruction,  from  the  best  mas- 
ters, in  the  Cultivation  of  the  Voice,  Style,  &c. 

Address,  care  of  Geo.  J.  Webb  &  Co  ,  No.  3  Winter  street. 

ABOIiFH    KIEIiBLOCK, 

United  States  Hotel.  Dec  30 

SIGNOR.  AUGtJSTO  BEWDEI.ARI,  Profe.ssor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  pos.sible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  great 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Atjgusto  Bendelart,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

EEPEBEKCES. 

Rev.  Sam'I  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G.  Ward,  Esq. 

John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

GAKL    GARTNER, 

TE  JIGUER    OF    MUSIC, 

May  be  found  at  No.  20  Dover  Street,  every  forenoon  between 
9  and  10.  Oc  14 

CONCERT    HALL, 

CORNER  OF  EUCLID  STREET  AND  PUBLIC  SQUARE, 

Cle-relaucl,  Oliio. 

This  new  and  elegant  hall, -designed  expressly  for  concerts 
and  lectures,  is  now  open  for  artists  and  others  intending  to 
give  entertainments  in  Cleveland. 

The  hall  is  well  lighted,  handsomely  frescoed  and  decorated, 
and  will  seat  comfortably  1200  persons.  Its  central  location 
renders  it  the  most  desirable  of  any  in  the  city. 

i'or  terms,  etc.,  apply  to  HOLBROOK  &  LONG, 

Piano-Forte  Dealers,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-FORTE,  and  in  the  TaEOAY  of  Mdsig. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


MANUFACTURED  BY 

MASON     Sl     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  tlje  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  us.  We  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Finish.. 
Our  prices  vary  from  S60  to  6^175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Bradbury,  George  F.  Root,  L.  H.  Suuthard, 
Edwin  Bbuce,  Silas  A.  Bakcroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

OC/^The  opinions  of  the  above  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

HENRY  MASON.      1  MASOW  &  HA31LIN, 

EMMONS  HAMLIN.  )  Cambridge  St.  {cor.  of  Charles,)  Boston^  Ms. 

Oct  28    6m.  (Directly  in  front  of  the  Jail,  j 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 
Manufacturer  and  Dealer  in  Piano-Fortes, 

No,  34:4r  AVaslxington  Street,  Boston* 

PIANO  FOR  TES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  ^  TO  LET. 

WILLIAM   BEHGER, 
Publisher  and  Importei'  of  Music, 

No.  82  West  4th  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED  MUSIC,  for  sale  at  Eastern  prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  aa  soon  as  published.    A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.    JMusic  arranged  to  order. 
lO^  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aag26 

Mr.    J.  Q.    WETHEKBEE, 
•\7"0>0^iA  T  .TST, 

(BASSO  CANTANTE,) 
No.  18  TREMONT  TEMPLE,   BOSTON. 

OTTO    DBESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
RsvERE  Hou8E.  Terms  :  —  3p50  per  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  \  $30  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 

MANXTEL  FENOLLOSA, 
PROFESSOR     OF     MUSIC. 

MUSIC-ROOM,  No.  17  Cray's  Biock,  corner  of  Washington 

and  Summer  Streets. 

RtferencES. 

Messrs.  Chickering,  J.  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  Punoharb,  Boston. 

Messrs.  George  Peabodt,  B.  H.  Silsbee,  Salem. 


PIANIST  AND  TEACHER  OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  U.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Keed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

References:— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  VernOB  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Jliss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 


THOMAS  KYAN, 
TEACHER  OF  MUSIC, 

RESIDENCE,  19  FRANKLIN  STREET. 

PRINCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OP  cTery  Tariety,  from  $45  to  S150,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  church.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manulactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 


Sept.  2 


G.   P.   REEO  c^   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Mnseum, 
SoU  Agents  for  Prince  4'  Co.''s  Melodeons. 


ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 

TEACHER    OF    THE    PIANO-PORTE. 

Residence,    81    Piiickney    Street. 


Septl 


ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OP   THE  PIAWO-FORTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Reed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Roxbury.  Sept  9 

J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Residence  No.  56  Kneelaud  Street. 
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VOL.    VI. 


BOSTON,    SATURDAY,    MARCH    10,    1855. 


NO.  23. 


Dinig!it'0  ^nurnal  nf  llkm, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATURDAY. 

— =  I  ""^  ^^:^;c%ir  ^^"'"''' }  —.OB. 

ITS  CONTENTS  relate  mainly  to  the  Art  of  Music,  but  -with 
glances  at  the  whole  World  of  Art  and  of  Polite  Literature  ; 
including,  from  time  to  time,— 1.  Critical  Reviews  of  Concerts^ 
Oratorios,  Operas  ;  with  timely  Analyses  of  the  notable  Works 
performed,  accounts  of  their  Composers,  &c.  2.  Notices  of 
New  fliusic  published  at  home  and  abroad.  3.  A  Summary  of 
the  significant  Musical  News  from  all  parts;  gathered  from 
English,  Uermun,  French,  as  well  as  American  papers.  4.  Cor- 
respondence from  musical  persons  and  places.  5.  Essays  on 
musical  styles,  schools,  periods,  authors,  compositions,  instru- 
ments, theories  ;  on  Musical  Education  ;  on  Music  in  its  Moral 
Social,  and  Keligious  bearings  ;  on  Music  in  the  Church,  the 
Concert-room,  the  Theatre,  the  Chamber,  and  the^Street,  &c. 
6.  Tran.slations  from  the  best  German  and  French  writers  upon 
Music  and  Art.  7.  Occasional  Notices  of  Sculpture,  Painting, 
Architecture,  Poetry,  jEsthetic  Books,  the  Drama,  &.c,  — 
8.  Original  and  Selected  Poems,  short  Tales,  Anecdotes,  &c. 

[C?^  Back  numbers,  from  the  commencement,  can  be  fur- 
nished.    Also  bound  copies  of  the  first  two  years. 

Postage,  if  paid  in  advance^  for  any  distance  within  the 
State,  thiruen  cents  a  year;  if  not  in  advance,  twenty-six 
cents.    To  all  places  beyond  the  State,  double  these  rates. 


J.  S.  D^VIGHT,  EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR. 

EDWARD  L.  BALCH,  PRINTER. 

1X7*  OFFICE,    No.    31    Scliool    Sta-eet,    Boston. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS    RECEIVED 

At  the  OFFICE  OF  PUBLICATION. 21  SckootSl. 

By    NATH.VN  RICHARDSON', 282  Woiliington  Street. 
"    GEO.  e    RKEl)  &  CO.,  13  Tremonlliow. 
"    A.  M.  I.ELAND,  ProviJenct,  K.  I. 
"   SCHARFKNBEilO  &  LOIS,  769  Bjoarfway,  JV.  Y. 
"    QEORiiE  BUTTON,  Je.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
"    Q.  ANDRE,  229   Cliestmu  St.,  Pkiladelphia. 
"    MILLER  &  BEAUIIAM,  181  Ba/i/more  5<.,  Saii. 
"    COLBURN   &  FIELD,  Cinciuncli,  O. 
"    UOLBROOK  fe  LONG,  aeveianU,  O. 
"  JOUN  n.  ilELhOll,  Pitlslmrgh,  Pa. 


TERMS  OF  ADVERTISING. 

First  insertion,  per  line 10  cts. 

Each  subsequent  insertion,  per  line 5  cts. 

For  one  column,  (126  lines)  first  insertion .'§12.00 

Do  do  each  subsequent.  ..  .S6  00 

Special  notices  (leaded),  each  insertion,  per  line  20cts. 
Payments  required  in  advance  :  for  yearly  advertisements, 
quarterly  in  advance. 


[Translated  for  this  Journal.] 

Mozart's  "Don  Giovanni." 

BY  A.  OULIBICHEfF. 

(Continued  from  last  week.) 

The  Serenade. 

As  soon  as  Elvira  has  gone   with  Leporello, 

Don  Juan  tunes  his  mandoline,  with  which    he 

has  already  provided  himself,  and  like  a  gallant 

Spaniard  begins  to  sing  under  the  window  of  his 

fair  one.     We  knew  this,  O  excellent  musician, 

from  the  moment   that  he  sang :   Voi  che  sapete, 

when   the   ladies   had  given   him   the    name  of 

Cherubino.     Fifteen  or  sixteen  years  have  flown 

since  then.     The  child  has  become  a  man,  the 

soprano   a    baritone,   the   cherub   a   devil;    the 


novice  has  devoured  myriads  of  women,  begin- 
ning with  Rosina,  who  is  the  first  among  the 
"  one  thousand  and  three,"  in  the  rubric  of 
Ispagna.  It  will  be  understood  that  he  sings  no 
longer  as  he  then  did.  The  Romanza  for  the 
page  was  composed  with  the  greatest  care ;  that 
was  worth  a  countess.  But  this  time  he  has  to 
do  only  with  a  lady's  maid,  who  would  not  under- 
stand poetical  and  too  fine  musical  phrases ;  be- 
sides, Giovanni  has  long  since  discontinued  the 
practice  of  written  composition.  If  he  has  occa- 
sion for  a  song,  a  serenade,  or  a  notturno,  he 
trusts  to  his  talent  for  improvisation.  And  who 
could  not  have  improvised  the  song :  Deh,  vieni 
alia  finestra  (Ah,  come  to  the  window),  whose 
melody  flows  like  the  lioney  mentioned  in  the 
second  verse,  and  those  arpeggios  of  the  man- 
doline which  the  ear  would  suggest  to  any  one  ? 
But  there  are  certain  chords  and  a  certain  modu- 
lation in  it,  enough  to  convince  a  connoisseur  that 
this  dilettante  understands  more  than  he  suffers 
to  appear.  Were  it  not  for  these  dainty  bits, 
these  little  artistic  touches  of  harmony,  one  might 
make  half  a  dozen  pieces  of  this  sort  every  day. 
True;  but  how  many  days  would  have  to  be 
spent  in  this  way,  before  one  would  hit  upon  a 
melody  of  sixteen  bars,  which  would  be  so 
smooth,  so  singing,  and  so  singable  for  every- 
body, and  withal  a  fresh  and  Southern  melody, 
full  of  voluptuous  languor  and  of  amorous  impa- 
tience; in  a  word,  a  melody  which  retains  the 
bloom  of  its  novelty  and  its  magic  for  now  fifty 
years  that  it  has  been  used  and  abused  ?  Try  it, 
musical  reader,  and  may  you  live  long  enough  to 
be  able  to  judge  of  the  success  of  the  trial  your- 
self! 

But  Don  Juan  follows  to-day  a  destiny  which 
he  is  no  longer  to  succeed  in  conquering.  His 
best-planned  adventures  prove  a  miserable  wreck. 
No  one  appears  at  the  window,  and  instead  of  the 
fair  one,  the  deluded  gallant  sees  a  mob  of  armed 
people  approaching,  whose  intentions  look  very 
suspicious.  It  is  Masetto  and  his  friends,  seeking 
to  waylay  him  by  night.  This  is  a  sort  of  com- 
pensation which  fate  grants  to  Don  Giovanni ;  in 
return  for  his  having  to  renounce  a  tdte-a-tiile 
with  Elvira's  maid,  he  gets  an  opportunity  to 
give  Masetto  a  lesson  in  the  art  of  living  ;  under 
shelter  of  his  changed  dress  he  goes  boldly  up 
to  the  crowd,  gives  himself  out  for  Leporello, 
highly  commends  the  plan  of  the  brave  people, 
and  offers  himself  to  conduct  them — to  himself. 
The  strategic  arrangements,  the  watchword,  the 


mode  of  execution,  the  description  of  the  foe, 
are  contained  in  the  aria.  No.  4,  Mela  di  voi  qua 
vadano  (Half  of  you  go  this  way),  a  piece  de- 
claimed in  a  droll  Itahan  manner,  which  is  instru- 
mented with  infinite  art  and  interest,  and  is  full 
of  fine,  wicked  and  comical  intentions.  Yet  it 
produces  but  little  eifect,  if  the  singer  is  not  also 
a  player,  and  if  he  does  not  take  pains  to  make 
the  words  prominent.  A  clear  enunciation  con- 
stitutes the  essential  merit  of  the  voice-part,  since 
the  melody  and  the  figures  are  all  in  the  orches- 
tra. Equally  necessary  is  it  that  the  supernume- 
raries should  step  out  of  their  machine-like  con- 
dition, assume  a  human  shape  and  take  a  part  in 
the  action.  They  must  understand  how  to  listen 
to  their  new  chief,  to  show  themselves  astonished 
at  his  orders  and  yet  animated  with  the  best 
spirit  and  the  most  heroic  resolution  to  fight,  thirty 
against  one.  Finally  the  person  who  represents 
Masetto  must  support  his  brother  artists  by  ex- 
pressive and  comic  pantomime.  Without  these 
accessories,  which  evidently  lay  in  the  intention 
of  the  composer,  and  without  Italian  words, 
whose  harmonious  prosody  completes  the  voice- 
part,  the  effect,  we  repeat  it,  of  this  purely 
scenic  aria  is  entirely  lost. 

"  Vedkai  Cakino." 

Don  Juan,  who  has  staid  behind  with  Masetto, 
disarms  him,  throws  him  down,  beats  him  black 
and  blue,  and  leaves  him  lying  on  the  ground  for 
dead.  But  that  he  is  not,  as  his  cries  convince 
us  after  the  departure  of  the  supposed  Leporello. 
Zerlina  runs  in,  examines  his  wounds  and  bruises, 
and  finding  none  of  them  incurable,  she  promises 
the  dear  man  a  complete  recovery  if  he  will  be 
more  rational  in  future. 

We  must  remark,  or  rather  remind  ourselves, 
that  since  the  Finale  of  the  First  Act  Zerlina's 
heart  has  entirely  changed.  The  man,  who  has 
almost  publicly  brought  her  to  dishonor,  has  be- 
come really  an  object  of  abhorrence  to  her ;  and 
since  Masetto  is  in  fact  her  husband,  why  should 
she  not  love  this  Masetto  ?  The  poor  devil  has 
endured  so  much  for  her  sake.  Hence  the  re- 
markable difference  between  the  air :  Batti,  batli 
and  the  air:  Vedrai  carina.  The  latter  is  far 
less  elaborate,  less  ornate,  and  far  shorter 
than  the  other.  But  is  it  inferior  in  point  of 
beauty  ?  I  do  not  know ;  but  if  I  had  to  choose 
between  the  two  pieces,  I  should  not  hesitate  to 
decide  for  the  second.  Many  connoisseurs  may 
be  of  the  opposit  ■.  view,  and  may  adduce  excel 


^ 


rrd. 


^•) 


^ 


^-- 


178 


DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC, 


^A^ 


lentireasons  for  it.  As  a  musician  I  can  guess 
their  reasons ;  as  a  critic  I  subscribe  to  them  in 
advance  ;  as  a  dilettante  I  express  my  individual 
taste  and  declare  it  unconquered,  that  the  reader 
may  be  on  his  guard  against  the  partiality  of  the 
writer.  Never  has  a  melody  made  so  deep  and 
dear  an  impression  on  me,  as  that  of  Vedrai 
carina.  I  have  known  it  from  my  childhood,  and 
it  still  sounds  on  with  the  same  inexpressible 
charm  in  my  ear  and  in  my  memory,  where  to 
this  day  it  has  remained  without  a  rival. 

Vedrai  carina  is,  like  so  many  pieces  of  our 
opera,  super-dramatic  music.  When  we  hear  it, 
we  forget  the  text,  we  forget  the  person.  There 
is  no  longer  any  Zerlina  or  Masetto.  Something 
infinite,  absolute,  and  verily  divine  announces 
itself  to  the  soul.  Is  it  perhaps  nothing  but  love, 
represented  under  one  of  the  countless  modifica- 
tions, by  which  it  is  distinguished  in  each  indi- 
vidual, according  to  the  laws  of  his  nature  and  the 
peculiar  vicissitudes  of  his  fortune  ?  No ;  the 
soul  feels  rather  a  direct  effluence  of  the  principle 
itself,  from  which  all  youth,  all  love,  all  joy,  and 
every  vital  reproduction  flows.  The  genius  of 
the  Spring's  metamorphoses,  he  namely,  whom 
the  old  theosophists  called  Eros,  who  disembroiled 
Chaos,  who  fructified  germs  and  married  hearts, 
this  genius  speaks  to  us  in  this  music,  as  he  hag 
so  often  spoken  in  the  murmurings  of  the  brook 
that  has  escaped  its  icy  prison,  in  the  rustling  of 
the  young  leaves,  in  the  melodious  songs  of  the 
nightingale,  in  the  balmy  odors  which  pervade 
the  eloquent  and  inspiring  stillness  of  a  Ma3''  night. 
Mozart  had  listened  to  and  firmly  held  this 
ground-chord  of  this  universal  harmony ;  he 
arranged  it  for  a  soprano  voice  with  orchestral  ac- 
companiment, and  made  of  it  the  nuptial  air  of  a 
y-oung  bride.  Zerlina  sings  surrounded  by  the 
shadows  of  the  marriage  night,  while  just  about 
to  cross  the  threshold,  at  which  virginity  pauses, 
with  prayer  and  trembling  expecting  the  confir- 
mation of  the  holy  title  of  wife.  In  this  place  the 
Aria  becomes  a  genuine  Scena  of  Love,  the  source 
of  life  and  of  eternal  rejuvenescence  for  all  na- 
ture ; — of  Love,  the  Spring-time  of  souls  and  the 
most  unstinted  revelation  of  the  all-goodness  of 
the  Creator.  It  is  a  marriage  song  for  all  that 
loves,  conceived  in  the  same  spirit  with  the  "  Ode 
to  Joy  "  by  Schiller,  allowing  for  the  diflerence 
of  tone  and  style  between  a  Dithyrambic  and 
an  Eclogue.  The  theme,  the  image  of  the  purest 
bhss,  betrays  none  the  less  that  inexplicable  and 
seldom  justified  exaltation,  which  in  the  fairest, 
poetic  hours  of  our  existence  leads  us  to  that  un- 
known good,  whereof  all  other  goods  of  earth  are 
only  shadows  and  foretastes.  A  rhythm  without 
marked  accent ;  a  harmony  without  dissonances  ; 
a  modulation,  which  rests  in  the  Tonic  and  forgets 
itself,  as  if  held  fast  there  by  some  spell ;  a  mel- 
ody, which  cannot  separate  itself  from  its  inefi'ace- 
able  motiv ;  this  tranquil  rapture,  this  soft  ecstacy, 
fill  out  the  first  half  of  the  air.  After  the  pause 
hosts  of  nightingales  begin  to  sing  in  chorus  in 
the  orchestra,  while  the  voice  with  exquisite  jno- 
notony  murmurs :  Sentilo  haltere,  ioccami  qua. 
Then  the  same  words  are  again  uttered  with  the 
expression  of  passion;  the  heart  of  the  young  wo- 
man beats  stronger  and  stronger  ;  the  sighs  of  the 
orchestra  are  redoubled,  and  the  last  vocal  phrase, 
which  bears  the  impress  of  chaste  devotion,  shows 
us  the  wife  as  she  sinks  softly  upon  the  bosom  of 
her  husband.  Mozart  seems  to  have  anticipated 
the  desire  of  the  ear,  in  that  he  lets  the  orchestra 


repeat  the  whole  mativ  and  the  enchanting  final 
phrases  once  again.  He  knew  that  the  piece 
would  be  found  too  short,  as  it  actually  is  the 
case. 

The  Sextet. 

The  scene  changes.  We  see  the  huja  laco 
(dark,  retired  place),  to  which  Leporello  has  con- 
ducted Elvira.  What  is  a  bujo  loco,  which  in  the 
libretto  is  indicated  only  by  these  words,  out  of 
which  our  scene-shifters  never  know  what  to 
make  ?  Upon  our  stage  it  shall  be  a  deserted 
and  half-ruined  Gothic  chapel,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  churchyard,  which  we  see  through  an  im- 
mense window  by  the  light  of  the  moon,  with  its 
mouuments  and  the  statue  of  the  Commendatore 
towering  above  them  all.  Hereafter  you  shall 
see  why  I  have  preferred  this  decoration  to  all 
others.  Let  us  preface  with  a  few  indispensable 
remarks,  before  we  listen  to  the  grand  piece  of 
music  that  is  now  about  to  commence. 

Good  judges  agree  pretty  generally  with  the 
view  of  M.  Castil-Blaze,  who  regards  the 
Sextet  in  Don  Giovanni  "  as  the  most  astonishing 
creation  which  the  human  mind  has  produced  in 
the  lyric  dramatic  style  ;"  and  yet  the  Allegro  of 
the  Sextet,  which  properly  is  the  Sextet,  has 
been  in  Germany  the  subject  of  several  criticisms, 
which  at  first  appear  unanswerable.  It  has  been 
shown  that  the  situation,  resting  solely  and  en- 
tirely on  the  development  of  a  laughable  illusion, 
can  afford  no  opportunity  for  the  use  of  the  high 
tragic  style,  which  reigns  in  this  Allegro.  To 
this  it  has  been  added,  that,  if  there  be  one 
among  the  acting  persons  to  whom  it  would  be 
both  admissible  and  proper  to  rise  to  the  tragedy 
of  passion,  that  person  is  Elvira,  who  has  been 
outrageously  dealt  with  and  humiliated  in  the 
eyes  of  witnesses;  and  that  for  this  reason  Elvira 
here,  as  in  the  Quartet,  ought  to  have  taken  the 
first  voice-part.  But  this  r61e,  so  entirely  isolated 
in  the  action,  is  not  once  individualized  in  the 
music  (we  speak  always  of  the  Allegro);  El- 
vira there  is  nothing  but  a  third  soprano.  Her 
part,  continually  dominated  by  others  which  tell 
more  upon  the  ear,  and  hidden  as  it  were  in  the 
middle  of  the  harmony,  only  adds  relief  to  the 
combinations  of  the  ensemble,  but  does  not  bring 
out  the  individuality  of  the  person.  There  could 
not  be  a  juster  conclasion ;  Mozart  himself 
would  have  been  compelled  smilingly  to  admit  it. 
The  Sextet  therefore  would  be  nothing  but  a 
sublime  mistake,  which  the  friends  of  music 
would  have  to  pardon  in  Mozart.  But  not  so 
fast. 

In  the  first  place,  let  us  recognize  that  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  No.  6  is  one  of  those  thoughts 
which  only  the  musician  could  have  given  to  the 
poet.  Da  Ponte  was  neither  so  senseless,  nor  was 
he  possessed  of  such  deep  musical  knowledge, 
that  he  could  of  his  own  accord  have  arranged 
the  scenic  frame-work  as  we  find  it  in  the  libretto. 
For  what  end  would  the  poet  have  brought  to- 
gether and  kept  together  all  the  characters  in  an 
apparently  comic  situation,  unless  he-  had  wished 
with  the  aid  of  the  maestro  to  enliven  his  public  ? 
But  in  that  case  he  would  have  given  the  scene 
in  dialogue,  instead  of  putting  one  and  the  same 
text  into  the  mouths  of  all. 

Mille  torbidi  pensieri 

Mi  R'aggiran  per  la  testa. 

Che  p;iornata,  0  stelle,  fe  questa, 

Che  irapensata  novita. 

That  is  neither  tragic,  nor  comic,  nor  in  any 
way  dramatic  ;  nothing  is  said  by  it;  a  good  text 


for  a  fugue,  which  needs  no  sense,  but  only  words 
and  syllables.  Mozart  had  it  so  on  purpose,  and 
there  is  perhaps  not  one  of  my  readers  who  can- 
not guess  %vhat  purpose.  Mozart  wanted  the 
matter  for  a  much  more  extended,  more  devel- 
oped and  more  learned  composition  than  any  of 
the  preceding  pieces ;  a  text  that  should  leave 
him  elbow-room,  and  allow  him  to  treat  the 
voices  like  the  orchestral  parts,  and  be  free  to 
leave  them  and  to  take  them  up  again,  to  group 
them  and  divide  them  at  his  pleasure.  He 
wished  to  make  a  sort  of  vocal  symphony,  with 
accompaniment  of  instruments  ;  he  wished 
to  slioiv  himself,  as  they  say,  and  in  such 
a  manner  that  through  all  the  groups  created  by  his 
fancy  every  one  should  clearly  see  the  profile  o^ 
the  maestro,  with  tl.at  great  Mozartean  nose,  so 
known  to  all  who  know  enough  to  distinguish  a 
C  from  a  D.  Every  one  should  exclaim  on  hear- 
ing it :  "0  that  is  he  !  nobody  in  the  world  but 
he  !"  It  is  clear  then  that  Mozart  never  intended 
to  make  of  the  Sextet  a  music  directly  related  to 
the  action  ;  at  least  not  to  the  insignificant  and 
senseless,  action  which  the  spectator  has  before  his 
eyes.  To  what  then  could  it  relate  ?  That  shall 
the  reader  himself  tell  me,  after  he  has  listened 
attentively  to  both  parts  of  the  piece. 

Elvira  opens  the  scene  with  a  noble  and  half 
pathetic  song  :  Sola,  sola  in  biijo  loco,  palpilar  il 
cor  mi  senlo  (Alone  in  this  dark  place,  I  feel  my 
heart  beat).  A  certain  shudder  which  runs 
through  her  at  this  time  is  felt  in  the  chromatic 
figures  of  the  stringed  instruments.  Leporello, 
thinking  it  a  favorable  moment,  gVopes  round 
after  the  dooi-,  without  listening  to  the  somewhat 
fantastical  voices,  which  sing  in  the  violins 
and  clarinets,  that  is  to  say  in  himself,  awak- 
ened by  the  stillness,  the  darkness  and 
anxiety.  Piu  die  cerco,  men  ritrovo  questa 
porta  sciagurata  (The  more  I  seek,  the  less 
I  find  this  cursed  door).  Finally  he  stumbles 
upon  the  door,  and  he  is  just  about  to  run,  when 
a  sort  of  crisis  arises  in  the  harmony,  which  sud- 
denly leads  us  out  of  B  flat  major  into  D  major, 
the  most  beautiful,  most  striking,  best  introduced 
and  simplest  among  all  the  unharraonic  transitions. 
The  trumpets  cause  a  solemn  and  mournful  sen- 
tence to  resound  in  the  new  key,  as  if  they  were 
greeting  a  funeral  procession  ;  the  tympani  give  a 
muffled  sound ;  Anna  appears  covered  with  a 
black  veil ;  her  attendants,  in  mourning  like  her- 
self for  the  Commander,  carry  torches  before 
her.  A  sublime  spectacle,  interpreted  by  the 
elevation  of  the  music,  whose  sense,  a  prophecy 
not  clothed  in  words,  is  clear  as  day. 

W^hat  spectator  does  not  here  recognize  the 
victim  adorned  for  the  sacrifice  ?  Anna  has  de- 
voted herself  to  the  subterranean  powers,  like 
those  great  men  of  antiquity,  whose  voluntary 
death  was  the  foundation  of  their  country's  weal. 
Giovanni's  hour  draws  nigh  ;  and  when  this  shall 
have  struck,  then  Anna  will  have  the  power  to 
hate  him  less  and  follow  him.  But  till  that  hour 
there  is  no  longer  any  rest  for  her.  After  she 
had  left  the  accursed  feast  (the  ball  scene),  she 
had  felt  the  need  of  coming  to  pray  and  weep  in 
the  deserted  chapel,  which  lies  near  the  place 
in  which  her  father  was  buried.  Ottavio,  who 
accompanies  her,  endeavors  to  console  her : 
Tergi  il  ciglio,  a  vita  mia  (Wipe  those  eyelids,  O 
my  life).  Never  were  melodious  consolations  ex- 
pressed with  tenderer  devotedness,  nor  in  a  finer 
style  of  Italian  song.     But  what  can   they  avail 
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against  the  immeasurable  grief,  whose  reasons 
and  secret  tortures  Ottavio  will  never  learn  I 
Listen  to  Anna's  answer,  those  long  dying  notes, 
in  sombre  and  complaining  tones,  in  which  the 
irresistible  tendency  to  the  grave  is  only  too  per- 
ceptible ;  listen  to  this  self-renouncing  power ; 
this  voice  which  breaks  off  in  the  presentiment 
of  death  ;  this  life  which  flows  out  in  a  stream  of 
tears :  Sol  la  morte,  o  mio  tesoro,  il  mio  pianto 
pub  finir  (Death  alone,  O  my  treasure,  can  end 
my  weeping). 

We  can  understand  but  too  well  what  a  wound 
of  the  soul  gave  this  heavenly  death-song  to  the 
predestined  composer  of  the  "  Requiem  ;  "  and 
we  can  also  comprehend  that,  in  the  presence  of 
the  consecrated  victim,  to  whom  but  a  few  more 
hours  remain  on  earth,  there  can  be  no  more 
nonsense.  Must  not  every  ordinary  interest  and 
every  egotism  vanish  in  its  contact  with  a  moral 
greatness  so  sublime  ?  and  could  an  ensemble  piece, 
in  which  Anna  partakes,  and  leads  the  melody  in 
the  highest  part,  express  anything  besides  her 
soul's  deep  wound  ?  Herein  lie  the  high  a3Sthetic 
grounds,  which  perfectly  justify  the  style  of  the 
Sextet, — indeed  so  far  justify  it,  that  the  com- 
poser would  have  committed  a  monstrous  mistake, 
if  he  had  listened  to  the  visible  demands  of  the 
situation. 

To  the  last  sentence  of  Anna's  solo  is  joined 
an  instrumental  figure,  a  sort  of  chromatic  down- 
ward scale,  which  becomes  the  bcisis-of  the  most 
diversified  vocal  combinations.  On  this  are 
founded  and  in  this  expressed,  one  after  another: 
Elvira's  entreaties  in  behalf  of  the  supposed 
Don  Juan  :  E  il  mio  marito  !  pieta  !  (He  is  my 
husband !  have  mercy !)  5  the  astonishment  of  the 
other  persons  at  sight  of  her ;  E  Donna  Elvira 
questa  chio  ve.do  (This  is  Donna  Elvira  that  I 
see);  the  universal  and  peremptory  refusal :  No, 
no,  no,  no  ! ;  the  cry  of  despair  of  the  poor  lovers  : 
Pieta!  pieta! ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  Andante 
the  general  wonder,  when  the  misunderstanding 
is  cleared  up :  Stupido  resto,  cTie  mai  sara ;  and 
the  minor  strain  of  Leporello,  in  the  moment  in 
which  he  reveals  his  features,  to  avoid  being 
killed:  Perdon,  perdona  Signori  miei  (Pardon, 
good  masters).  With  what  divine  cowardice  the 
rogue  saves  his  skin ;  how  he  howls,  enough  to 
shatter  the  nerves,  if  not  to  soften  the  heart; 
how  the  descending  semi-tones  weepingly  inter- 
cede for  him;  how  he  curls  himself  up  upon  the 
ground  and  kisses  everybody's  feet;  how  touch- 
ing he  is  in  his  self-compassion,  how  admirable  in 
his  humility !  Who  could  have  the  heart  to 
strike  him  ?  Even  a  dog  would  be  pitied  in  this 
situation,  however  much  he  might  deserve  chas- 
tisement. 

[To  be  continued.] 

From  BEKLIN. 

[Concluded  from  last  week.] 
The  next  division  of  his  pamphlet  (on  the  new 
Leipzig  edition  of  Sebastian  Bach)  Herr  Zimmer 
devotes  particularly  to  the  third  volume,  edited  by 
C.  F.  Becker,  having  hitherto  spoken  of  the  edi- 
tion in  general.  In  this  volume  are  fifteen  Inven- 
tions and  fifteen  Symphonies,  edited  from  an  Auto- 
graph in  possession  of  Spohr,  with  no  question  as 
to  its  being  complete  authority  and  without  exam- 
ining any  of  the  great  libraries  of  Leipzig,  as  a 
means  of  clearing  up  any  doubtful  points  regard- 
ing it.     The  idea  of  pretending   to  edit  anything. 


even  a  thingof  the  very  smallest  importance,  with- 
out carefully  e.xamining  all  the  authorities  that  are 
available,  is  so  repugnant  to  my  feelings,  that  I 
cannot  hut  sympathize  with  our  pamphleteer  in 
what  he  says  on  this  point: 

"That  the  fifteen  Inventions  and  fifteen  Symphonies 
agree  to  a  hair  with  Spohr's  Autograph,  I  doubt  not. — 
The  edition  of  the  Bach  Society  is  as  like  that  of  Peters's, 
also,  which  was  edited  from  the  same  original,  as  one 
egg  is  to  another.  But  did  the  thought  never  occur  to 
the  editor  of  this  volume,  Herr  C.  F.  Becker,  as  lie  com- 
pared the  keys  of  the  fifteen  Inventions  with  those  of  the 
fifteen  Symphonies,  that  besides  the  Autograph  in  pos- 
session of  Spohr  another  might  exist,  which  might 
exhibit  various  differences  in  the  order  and  the  text  of 
the  different  movements?  Did  it  never  occur  to  Herr 
C.  F.  Becker  that  besides  his  own  library  other  still 
larger  ones  might  exist,  which  might  possibly  offer  him 
still  richer  materials  than  his  own  and  Spohr's  ? 

"  O,  Herr  Becker,  Herr  Organist  C.  F.  Becker  of  Leip- 
zig! that  I  should  tell  you,  the  great  and  learned  musi- 
cian, who  know  perhaps  more  of  the  music  of  the 
spheres  than  I  do  of  that  merely  human,^that  I,  whom 
this  generation  has  not  to  thank  for  a  bibliographic  laby- 
rinth entitled  '  Systematic  and  Chronologic  Exhibit  of 
Musical  Literature  from  the  earliest  to  the  most  recent 
period' — that  I,  a  plain,  simple  musician,  should  tell  you 
this — is  bitter,  but  pleasant.  Yes,  there  is  such  an  Au- 
tograph, Berlin  treasures  it  in  its  Royal  Library.  And  you 
have  neither  used  it,  nor  even  seen  it. 

After  proving  the  authenticity  of  the  Berlin  MS. 
the  writer  goes  on  to  prove  its  superior  value,  and 
make  some  comparisons  not  much  to  the  credit  of 
the  Leipzig  edition.  The  other  contents  of  tlfts 
volume  fare  not  much  better  than  the  Inventions 
and  Symphonies. 

The  last  division  of  the  pamphlet  is  as  follows  : 

"  While  the  first  two  volumes  of  the  Bach  Society  gave 
us  works  of  J.  S.  Bach,  some  of  which  were  never  before 
printed  and  others  very  badly,  this  third  volume  offers  us 
only  things  which  were  already  in  every  musician's 
hands.  That  the  publication  of  the  Cantatas  was  sud- 
denly stopped  was  bad  for  many  reasons.  Circumstances 
have  combined  to  make  all  music-lovers  better  acquainted 
with  Bach's  instrumental  than  vocal  compositions. — 
With  what  astonishment  did  we  read  such  choruses  as 
Es  erhob  skh  ein  Streit,  (vol.  II.  19th  cantata,)  in  which 
the  master  has  painted  the  wildest  contending  forces 
with  sure  hand;  and  Bl^ib  bei  un$,  denn  es  will  Abend 
werden,  (vol.  I.  6th  cantata,)  in  which  a  tone  rules  so 
gentle  and  alluring,  that  nothing  from  the  Italian  schools 
of  that  day  can  surpass  it !  As  I  read  these  Cantatas,  it 
was  as  if  a  man  who  had  never  rested  from  the  battle  with 
all  the  calamities  and  sorrows  of  life,  and  whose  eye  and 
brow  had  hitherto  spoken  only  of  victories  in  these  con- 
flicts, now  in  a  solemn  moment  laid  open  his  heart ! 

"  Why  was  the  publication  of  the  Cantatas  inter- 
rupted? I  am  far  from  denying  the  right  of  the  Bach 
Society  to  publish  the  instrumental  compositions  of  Bach 
— but  the  appearance  of  volume  III.,  just  now,  sets  me 
thinking  and  indeed  upon  a  sort  of  point  of  morals. 

"  It  is  to  be  supposed  that  the  members  of  the  Direction 
of  the  Society  know  C.  L.  Hilgenfeldt's  work  upon  Bach, 
and  of  course  the  last  remark  of  the  preface,  in  which  he 
speaks  of  the  rival  editions:  it  is  to  be  supposed  that 
these  gentlemen  know  also  of  the  "  Complete  Collection  of 
the  instrumental  compositions  of  J.  S.  Bach,"  the  publi- 
cation of  which  by  the  house  of  Peters  is  already  well 
advanced;  it  is  to  be  supposed  also  that  they  know  that 
an  edition  so  well  edited  ancl  engraved  cannot  be  under- 
taken without  large  pecuniary  means;  it  is  to  be  sup- 
posed that  at  first  they  were  careful  not  to  endanger  the 
well-earned  returns  for  the  trouble  aud  expense  incurred 
hy  another;  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  at  length  the  heroic 
courage  of  Becker  overcame  these  scruples;  it  is  to  be 
supposed  that  the  victory  of  this  learned  musician  over 
the  scruples  of  the  others  was  so  complete, that  he  ventured 
to  fill  an  entire  volume  with — what  Hilgenfeldt  called — 
rival  pirate  editions;  it  is  no  longer  to  be  supposed,  on 
the  contrary  it  is  entirely  certain,  that  in  this  Herr  Or- 
ganist C.  F.  Becker  in  Leipzig  made  by  no  means  a  hap- 
py hit. 

"  All  respect  for  his  '  Systematic  Chronologic  Exhibit 


of  Musical  Literature!'  What  need  has  a  man  like 
Becker,  in  the  preparation  of  such  a  work,  of  references 
to  strange  libraries? 

"All  respect  for  his  book,  '  The  Music  of  the  16tli  and 
17th  Centuries!'  How  can  the  overi-ight  that  a  work  of 
Palestkina  is  spoken  of  five  times  as  sb  many  difliirent 
works,  and  its  contents,  which  are  always  identical,  five 
times  differently  given,  lessen  our  faith  in  the  learning  of 
its  author?  Does  any  one  advise  him  besides  reading 
B.\INI,  to  take  a  look  at  the  works  of  Palestrina  them- 
selves? He  would  probably  solemnly  protest  that  he  had 
not  read  Baini ;  for  he  speaks  in  the  place  where  the 
work  in  question  is  noticed  (original  edition  vol.  1,  p.  210,) 
only  of  his  six  finest  motets,  and  adds  the  beginning  of 
their  texts.  The  work  has  in  fact  thirty-six  numbers, 
and  not  as  Herr  Becker  states,  six  only.  Most  unluckily 
for  the  celebrated  bibli(>grapher,  a  sixtli  edition  of  the 
same  work  has  entirely  escaped  him,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  Antwerp,  by  PetrusPhalesius  in  1613.  Numbers 
1,  3,  23,  24,  28  and  35  of  this  volume  are  the  six  motets 
given  by  Baini  as  the  finest.  But,  as  is  already  remarked, 
so  small  an  oversight  can  do  no  injury  to  such  an  au- 
thority as  Herr  Becker,  and  the  numerous  others  of  the 
book  in  question  are — not  more  important  than  this  one. 

"Moreover,  all  respect  for  his  work:  '!The  Household 
Music  in  Germany  in  the  16th,  17th  and  18th  Centuries,' 
in  the  illustrations  to  which  he  has  printed  the  first 
Sonata  of  KmiNAU  and  ornamented  it  with  nearly  a 
hundred  variations  from  the  original.  Immanuel  Faist, 
in  consideration  of  these  trifles,  accuses  him  of  histoAc 
faithlessness  and  want  of  principle.  (  Ccecilia,  vol.  25,  heft 
99.  Beitrar/esur  Geschichte  der Claviersonate,  von  J.Faist.) 
A  man  like  Becker  need  not  answer  such  charges.  Per- 
haps, though,  he  can  make  no  answer. 

"  Farther,  all  respect  for  his  edition  of  the  '  Chorals  in 
four  parts,  by  J.  S.  Bach.'  Just  read  the  preface  of  the 
truly  excellent  edition  of  the  same  by  Erk,  in  which  he 
proves  against  the  great  C.  F.  Becker,  not  only  his  neg- 
lect of  the  original,  but  his  lamentable  dlsfigurings  and 
interpolations.  Charges  again  whicli  a  man  like  Becker 
need  not  answer,  but  to  which  perhaps  he  had  nothing 
which  he  could  reply. 

"  All  respect  finally,  all  respect  for  the  following  work : 
'Church  Music  of  distinguished  Mastei-s  from  the  15th  to 
the  17th  century,  for  singing  societies  and  for  the  study 
of  musicians,  by  C.  F.  BECKi5Kn  ;in  score.'  Sir,  I  have  no 
longer  patience  to  indulge  iu  irony.  Such  bungling 
treatment  as  one  number  at  least  of  this  collection  has 
been  worried  with,  can  be  treated  but  with  scorn  and 
anger.  In  the  5th  heft,  page  7th,  et  seq.  you  publish  a 
piece  by  Heinrich  Schutz,  in  four  parts  with  a  figured 
basso  continno  {Z)ie  ?«i7  Thrdnen  sden,)  and  give  as  your 
autliority;  Musicalium  ad  Chorum  Saci'um,  Op.  11; 
Dresden,  1648,  Tom.  1,  No.  10.  The  infinite  meagre- 
ness  of  this,  both  in  its  harmony  and  counterpoint,  leads 
every  real  musician  at  the  first  passing  glance  to  think 
there  must  be  some  abominable  mistake.  For  it  was  im- 
possible that  this  noble  old  master,  thoroughly  taught  in 
the  Italian  school,  could  have  thus  written.  Every  musi- 
cian, who  has  at  heart  the  cause  of  music  and  the  honor 
of  Heinrich  Schiitz,  will  feel  compelled  to  enquire  into 
this  thing.  A  reference  to  a  complete  printed  copy  of 
the  work  in  question  in  the  Royal  Library  of  this  city 
soon  gave  me  a  key  to  the  matter.  The  title  of  the  work 
in  full  is:  Muslcalia  ad  diorum sacrum,  das  ist:  Geistlieher 
Chor-7nusih,  mit  5,  6  and  7  Stimmen,  beijdes  vocaliter  und 
instrumentaliter  zu  GebrauchcJi,  aufyesetzt  durch  Heinrich 
Schiilzen,  Chnrfiirstl.  Diirchl.  zu  Sachsen  CapeUnieistern, 
wobey  der  Bassus  generalis  aujf  Gutachten  und  Betjehren, 
nicht  aber  ans  Nothwendiglceit,  zughich  audi  zu  btjinden 
ist.  Erster  Theil  1648.  Op.  XL  Dresden,  in  Verlegung 
Johann  Klemniens,  u.  s.  w.  Gedrucht  bei  Gimel  Bergens 
Erben.  The  title  speaks  of  five,  six  and  seven  voices — 
in  addition  to  which  the  Bassus  Generalis  may  be  used 
at  pleasure  but  not  necessarily — and  the  index,  which  is 
found  in  each  of  the  separate  voice  volumes,  gives  none 
but  5,6  and  7  part  pieces;  how  then  was  it  possible  in 
this  book  to  find  a  piece  in  four  parts?  Or  do  you 
make,  Herr  Becker,  in  some  way  quite  peculiar  to  your- 
self, of  cantus,  altus,  tenor,  bassus  and  continuus  a  five- 
voiced  piece? 

"  The  composition  which  Herr  Becker  has  here  scored 
in  four  parts  'for  the  study  of  musicians,'  is  to  be  found 
among  the  5-voiced  compositions  of  H.  Schiitz,  and  is  set 
by  him  for  2  sopranos,  alto,  tenor  and  bass.    The  soprano. 
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which  is  printed  in  the  '  Quintns'  book  of  parts  is  by 
Herr  Becker  omiiUd  entirely. 

"And  does  a  man  of  such  an  inexperienced  eye,  of 
such  an  untntnred  ear — deep  learning  and  careful,  pains- 
taking labor  of  course  are  wanting — venture  to  publish 
'  Studies  fur  Musicimis '  ?  He,  than  whom,  nobody  can 
need  such  more  ? 

."  Down  fi'om  the  throne  of  scholarship,  thou  ignora- 
mus! The  world  is  uo  paradise  of  fools,  in  which  one 
may  dare  strut  in  the  insignia  of  an  imaginary  majesty. 
Down  with  your  purple  rags,  that  naked  we  may  see 
your  imbecility !  That  the  short-sighted  may  not  take 
every  one  dressed  in  them  for  a  prince! 

"  But  most  astonishing  is  it  that  the  directors  of  the 
Bach  Society  should  have  admitted  to  a  participation  in 
its  labors  and  duties  a  man  of  such  literary  antecedents, 
— that  they  even  perhaps  employed  him  to  edit  this  vol- 
ume. Would  it  not  have  been  better  and  more  to  the 
wishes  of  the  subscribers,  if  they  had  waited  with  the 
instrumental  com])Ositions  of  Bach  until  there  was  really 
need  of  a  new  edition,  and  had  never  tempted  Herr  Or- 
ganist C.  F.  Becker  to  new  literary  sins  ?  His  old  ones 
are  already  more  numerous  than  the  Musical  Tophet  can 
punish  him  for. 

"I  had  also  given  the  directors  credit  for  more  regard 
to  the  labors  and  sacrifices  of  anothef ." 

I  have  tliought  it  worth  while  to  translate  the 
greater  part  of  this  pamphlet,  both  because  the 
matter  is  one  of  some  importance  to  our  rising 
musical  public  at  home,  and  as  a  fair  specimen  of 
the  manner  in  which  in  their  musical  controversies 
here  the  opposing  parties  speak  out.  It  is  ama- 
zingly amusing  to  follow  out  in  the  periodicals 
one  of  these  controversies  and  see  fire  and  fury 
ever  rising  higher  and  higher,  until  you  begin  to 
think  heaven  and  earth  are  coming  together;  and 
finally  the  whole  thing  ends  in  a  sort  of  Marcy 
rent  in  the  pantaloons.  Such  cases,  though,  are  of 
another  sort  than  the  one  now  in  question.  This 
belongs  to  the  class  in  which  ignorance  and  pre- 
tention are  rebuked, — a  sort  of  writing  which  has 
afforded  much  delectable  reading  in  other  lan- 
guages than  the  German  ;  and  one  of  which  you 
are  pretty  sure  here  to  see  a  specimen  just  as  soon 
as  an  incompetent  person  undertakes  to  rise  into 
notice  by  alBxing  himself  as  a  bob  to  the  tail  of 
some  great  name.  No  public  notice,  save  a  short 
article  in  the  Leipzig  Illustrirte  Zeitung,  was 
taken,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  of  the  Zimmer  pamph- 
let; but  I  am  assured  that  the  5th  volume  issued  by 
the  Bach  Society,  showed  the  good  efJect  of  the 
castigation.  I  cannot  judge  as  to  this.  But  I 
can  judge,  that  it  would  be  as  ridiculous  to  edit 
Bach  without  consulting  the  treasures  of  the  Ber- 
lin Library,  as  to  write  about  Beethoven  without 
a  careful  examination  of  the  extensive  materials 
there.  Another  thought  strikes  me  ; — that  many 
a  name  which  occupies  a  huge  space  in  the  musi- 
cal firmament,  when  seen  across  the  ocean  by  our 
magnifying  spectacles,  is  reduced  to  amazingly 
small  dimensions,  when  we  get  on  this  side — so 
that  rather  a  microscopic  inspection  of  the  Art  jour- 
nals is  necessary  to  discover  them. 

Yours  in  the  good  cause, 

A.  w.  T. 

I'rom  HEW  YOKE. 

March  5. — We  have  not  had  very  much  going 
on  in  the  concert  line  since  I  last  wrote  you. — 
Saturday  before  last  quite  a  large  audience  assem- 
bled in  the  Tabernacle  to  listen  to  an  entertain- 
ment of  an  entirely  novel  character,  a  concert 
given  by  the  Newsboys  of  New  York.  You  have 
doubtless  heard  of  the  Lodging-house  for  these 
little  outcasts,  which  was  established  here  about  a 
year  ago,  and  of  the  beneficial  and  satisfactory  re- 
sults which  it  has  already  begun  to  produce. 
Within  a  few  months  the  boys  have  had  instruction 
in  singing,  and,  partly  to  encourage  them,  partly 
to  increase  the  funds  of  the  establishment,  this  con- 
cert Was  arranged.     Mrs.  Georgiana  Stuaet,  our 


ever  willing  and  obliging  song-bird,  lent  her  aid, 
as  did  also  several  other  artists,  and  the  choir  of 
the  Tabernacle.  The  boys  sang  several  times, 
and  one  could  not  wonder  enough  at  the  style  of 
their  performances,  considering  how  recently  these 
children  of  the  people,  these  "  gamins  de  New 
York"  were  adrift  on  the  world's  sea,  untouched 
by  any  kinder  influence,  and  apparently  out  of 
the  reach  of  any  refining  or  redeeming  element. 
The  boys  take  great  delight  in  singing,  and  who 
can  doubt  that  many  a  discord  in  those  poor  hearts, 
nearly  petrified  by  vulgarity  and  vice,  is  resolved 
by  the  simple  songs,  with  their  homely  words,  in 
which  they  mingle  their  voices. 

On  Tuesday,  the  Hebrew  Benevolent  Society 
gave  a  miscellaneous  concert.  I  was  not  present, 
but  hear  that  it  went  off  very  well,  and,  what  is 
more  to  the  purpose  in  this  case,  with  great  pecu- 
niary success. 

A  couple  of  concerts  by  the  "Black  Swan  and 
the  Indian  Mario,"  I  need  only  mention  en  passant; 
nor  can  I  say  much  of  the  sacred  concert  of  the 
Opera  Company  on  Saturday  night,  except  that 
the  house  was  not  at  all  full,  that  Signorina  Vest- 
vALi  did  not  sing  for  some  unexplained  reason,  and 
that  altogether  the  performances  were  of  the  me- 
diocre character  which  could  only  be  expected 
from  so  mediocre  a  company. 

I,  on  that  evening,  had  chosen  the  better  part, 
and  spent  a  couple  of  hours  most  agreeably  at  Miss 
Caroline  Lehmann's  concert.  You  will  be  glad 
to  hear  that  it  was  in  every  way  successful. — 
sphere  were  from  five  to  six  hundred  persons  pre- 
sent, and,  if  I  judge  by  my  own  experience,  all 
went  away  satisfied.  The  fair  songstress  herself — 
and  she  is  indeed  "exceeding  fair  to  look  upon" — 
surpassed  herself  in  the  scena  from  the  Freischiitz, 
proving  how  much  her  performance  at  the  first 
Philharmonic  concert,  (where  this  was  her  opening 
piece)  had  been  influenced  by  timidity.  Her  ren- 
dering of  this  beautiful  work  now  seemed  like  that 
of  another  person,  and  made  me  long  to  hear  and 
to  see  her  in  the  character  of  Agatha.  She  sang 
besides,  the  :  Fa,  dit  elle,  from  Robert,  which  strikes 
me  as  not  quite  appropriate  out  of  the  opera, — 
Eckert's  Swiss  Song, — a  couple  of  gems  by  Franz 
and  Schumann,  {Weil  auf  mir,  and  Du  meine 
Seele,  du  mein  Herz,)  and  Schubert's  Erl-king. 
Her  rendering  of  this  masterpiece  of  "the  Beet- 
hoven of  Song"  was  admirable.  Was  there  ever  a 
closer,  more  completing  union  of  "  music  with  im- 
mortal verse,"  than  in  this  magnificent  composi- 
tion !  I  hardly  know  of  any  thing  in  music  beyond 
that  cry  of  agony,  that  fearful  discord,  of  the  ter- 
rified child. 

Mr.  Sattee,  of  whom  I  told  you  in  my  last, 
played  Mendelssohn's  Quartet,  No.  3,  for  piano 
and  stringed  instruments.  The  latter  were  in  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  Noll,  Beegner  and  Reyee,  our 
old  friends  from  Eisfeld's  Quartet  Soirees.  The 
piano  part  of  this  Quartet,  in  Mendelssohn's  most 
smooth  and  flowing  style  (he  has  two  styles,  you 
know,  which  always  repeat  themselves — besides 
the  above  mentioned,  a  crisp,  springy  staccato  one) 
was  not  so  well  adapted  to  show  the  originality  of 
Mr.  Batter's  playing  as  the  Trio  of  Schubert;  still, 
as  if  to  show  that  he  could  excel  in  every  variety 
of  pianoforte  music,  he  left  nothing  to  be  wished 
for  in  his  rendering  of  this  composition.  The  ef- 
fect of  the  whole  was  spoiled,  however,  by  the 
unusual  harshness  of  the  violin,  which  has  never 
the  softest  stroke.  In  the  second  part,  Mr.  Satter 
gave  us  a  solo  performance,  consisting  of  the  Min- 
uetto  from  Mozart's  E  flat  Symphony,  exquisitely 
arranged  for  two  hands,  the  Minuetto  from  Beet- 
hoven's C  minor  Sonata,  op.  29,  and  a  March  of 
his  own  composition,  which  was  very  brilliant  and 
pleasing,  but  not  at  all  original.  His  performance 
of  all   these    was   faultless,    and  I  cannot  rejoice 


enough  at  the  advent  of  such  an  artist  among  us. 
Miss  Lehmann's  brother,  Mr.  Edward  Leh- 
MANN,  played  a  flute  solo,  which,  for  a  flute  solo 
was  well  enough,  and  two  quartets  for  male  voices 
were  sung  by  a  German  Quartet,  in  a  highly  cred- 
itable manner.  Altogether,  this  concert,  not  only 
in  my  opinion,  hut  also  in  that  of  many  listeners 
with  whom  I  have  since  spoken,  -was  one  of  the 
most  satisfactory  ones  that  we  have  had  in  our 
city  in  a  long  time,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Miss 
Lehmann's  success  on  this  occasion  will  induce  her 
soon  to  favor  us  with  another  entertainment  of 
like  character.  Bornonis. 

March  6. — There  are  so  many  rumors  afloat 
concerning  operatic  matters,  that  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  distinguish  the  true  from  the  false.  I 
will  however  try  to  give  you  such  as  I  know  are 
facts,  and  some  others  which  are  most  likely  to 
be  so. 

First  as  to  the  Academy.  After  giving  Rigo- 
letto  four  times  in  succession  (the  two  last  times  to 
an  audience  of  four  or  five  hundred  persons)  it  was 
wisely  withdrawn,  and  on  Wednesday  of  last  week 
La  Favorita  was  sung  to  a  very  good  house.  Sig- 
norina Vestvali  (not  Signora,  as  most  of  the  pa- 
pers make  her)  took  the  part  of  Leonora,  while 
LoRiNi  made  Fernando.  Vestvali's  role  was  evi- 
dently too  high  for  her  in  many  passages,  but  by 
her  finished  acting  she  carried  it  through  quite 
successfully.  It  was  given  her  much  against  her 
wish.  But  if  she  had  not  consented  to  sing  it,  the 
manager  would  have  been  compelled  to  "shut  up 
shop."  For  Rigoletto  would  not  do,  and  they  were 
not  prepared  to  present  anything  else  except  La 
Favorita.  Lorini  did  very  well.  His  voice  and 
style  have  improved  since  I  heard  him  last  in 
Norma  at  the  Academy.  Badiali  of  course  was 
good,  and  is  as  much  of  a  favorite  as  ever. 

Signorina  Vestvali,  the  new  contralto  ("or  rather 
mezzo-sopranoj  is  a  Pole  by  birth,  and  rejoices  in 
the  patronymic  of  Vestvalovitch.  She  was  for 
sometime  an  actress,  until  finding  she  had  a  good 
(though  not  very  powerful)  voice,  she  became  an 
opera  singer.  Her  style  is  good,  and  this,  together 
with  her  acting,  good  looks,  and  good  taste  in  dress, 
is  enough  to  please  most  persons.  She  sang  with 
much  success  at  various  concerts  in  London,  and 
recently,  with  her  brother,  came  to  this  country, 
where,  I  believe,  she  will  soon  become  a  favorite. 

On  Saturday  evening  a  sacred  concert  was  given 
at  the  Academy.  I  was  not  present,  but  am  in- 
formed that  Vestvali,  who  was  announced  to  ap- 
pear, did  not  do  so,  and  that  no  explanations  of  her 
absence  were  oflered. 

For  yesterday,  Lucia  was  announced,  and  had 
even  been  rehearsed.  But  in  the  morning  the  fol- 
lowing "  short  and  sweet"  announcement  appeared 
in  the  papers  : 

Notice  to  the  Public. — In  consequence   of  insu- 
perable difficulties  the  Academy  of  Music  is  closed. 
March  5, 1855.  Ole  Bull. 

This  in  brevity  is  parallel  to  Gen.  Taylor's  fa- 
mous reply  to  Santa  Anna's  bombastic  summons. 
On  the  doors  of  the  Academy  was  the  following  : 

Notice. — All  persons  engaged  at  the  Academy  of 
Music  are  discharged.  Ole  Bull. 

Also,  another  one,  that  all  persons  having  just 
claims  against  the  management  would  have  them 
settled  as  soon  as  matters  could  be  arranged,  and 
that  notice  would  be  given  to  each  person  where 
to  present  them  for  payment.  Sic  transit  gloria 
Academics  ! 

And  now  for  the  causes  of  this  sudden  close. 
Reasons  are  plentiful.  But  which  are  the  true 
ones  it  is  hard  to  state.  There  are  reports  that 
Ole  Bull  expressed  his  dislike  of  Bertucca's  voice 
in  rather  harsh  terms,  whereupon  Max  Maretzek 
threw  his  baton  at  the  head  of  said  Bull.     But  this, 
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I  suspect,  is  mere  gossip,  though  I  heard  it  from 
the  "  musical  man"  of  one  of  our  dailies. 

Saturday  afternoon,  I  understand,  the  stockhold- 
ers of  the  Academy,  (who,  as  you  know,  are  enti- 
■  tied  to  seats  to  all  performances)  had  a  meeting 
and  adopted  resolutions  expressing  their  entire  con- 
fidence in  Max  Maretzek.  This  I  cannot  vouch 
for,  but  I  know  that  the  employes  came  together 
and  adopted  very  strong  resolutions  in  denuncia- 
tion of  Ole  Bull.  I  suppose  the  opera  will  go  on 
before  long  under  the  direction  of  Maretzek.  It 
looks  very  much  as  if  this  had  been  intended  from 
the  beginning  by  ccrfam /)ar«i>s.  For  the  resolu- 
tions themselves  I  refer  you  to  Tuesday's  papers. 
Ole  Bull's  reply  will  probably  appear  to-morrow. 

And  now  for  Niblo's.  Here  we  are  to  have  (as 
I  hear  on  good  authority)  a  company  capable  of 
singing  both  Italian  and  German  opera.  Mme. 
De  la  Grange  is-said  to  be  of  the  number.  She 
is  a  very  brilliant  Coloratur-sangerin,  and  also  a 
good  actress.  I  saw  her  a  few  years  ago  at  Leip- 
zig take  the  parts  of  Alice  and  Isabella  in  iioAerf 
le  Diable  on  the  same  evening.  Till  the  arrival 
of  this  troupe,  on  dit,  we  are  to  have  twelve  nights 
of  German  opera  by  the  company  who  have  been 
performing  in  the  Bowery,  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Unger  (the  gentleman  who  wrote  out  the 
score  of  Rigohlto  from  a  pianoforte  copy.)  Miss 
Lehmann  will  probably  be  engaged  by  Niblo.  He 
went  out  in  the  same  ship  with  Geisi,  and  some 
people  are  even  stupid  enough  to  believe  that  he 
will  try  to  re-engage  her  and  Mario. 

Subscription  lists  were  around  recently  for  ten 
nights  of  German  opera  (by  Unger's  troupe)  at  the 
Metropolitan  theatre.  But,  although  there  were 
many  subscribers,  there  were  not  enough,  and  the 
project  has  fallen  through. 

Of  Hackett's  proposed  continuation  of.  his  troupe 
I  hear  nothing  more,  and  do  not  believe  in  it. — 
Meanwhile  the  Metropolitan  and  Niblo's  stand 
empty,  and  our  three  or  four  "Ethiopian  opera 
companies"  make  money.  By  the  way,  one  of 
them  has  two  or  three  female  singers.  The 
"  Black  Swan"  gave  two  concerts  last  week,  as- 
sisted by  "her  pupil,  the  colored  Mario."  But  this 
Mario  did  not  have  his  "  Coutts."  Next  Thurs- 
day two  concerts  are  promised:  the  first  "to  con- 
sist of  music  by  Rossini,  Bellini,"  etc.  The  adver- 
tisement modestly  says:  "This  is  the  first  oppor- 
tunity ever  ofTered  to  the  lovers  of  music  in  New 
York  to  hear  these  sublime  compositions  developed 
in  all  their  grandeur.  Two  of  the  most  noted 
continental  artistical  singers  of  the  European  con- 
tinent, viz.:  Signora  Drusilla  Gakbato  and  An- 
tonio RosETTi  will  make  their  first  appearance  in 
America  on  this  occasion."  That's  pretty  cool,  is 
it  not  ?  B. 
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Paris.    . 

Never  did  manager  attempt  a  more  hopeless  task, 
than  he  vviiom  luckless  fate  has  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  Italian  Opera  in  PariR, 

The  last  novelty  was  Gli  Arabi  neUe  Gallic,  by  Pa- 
cini, of  which  the  maestro  himself  superintended  the 
rehearsals,  and  for  which  he  wrote  some  additional 
pieces.  The  Emperor  and  Empress  were  present  at  the 
first  representation.  Mme.  Bosio,  Mme.  Borghi-Mamo, 
and  Sig.  Baucardti  were  excellent  in  their  several  parts, 
and  all  seemed  to  promise  a  greater  euncess  than  had 
yet  attended  the  efforts  of  Colonel  Ragani.  Mais 
I'homme  propose  et  Dieu  dispose;  Mme.  Borghi-Mamo, 
after  the  second  nig-ht,  has  been  unable  to  appear  again. 
The  opera,  which  had  caused  a  large  sum  for  decora- 
tions, scenery,  etc.,  is  thus  nipped  in  the  bud,  and  the 
management  is  thrown  back  on  II  Barbiere  and  j-<a  Son- 
nambula. 

The  first  act  of  Gli  Ardbi  nelle  GalUe  (The  Arabs  in 
the  Gauls),  opena  with  an  introduction  full  of  spirit.  It 
was  written  as  far  back  as  1827;  but  so  thoroughly  lias 
Pacini  been  pillaged  by  more  modern  composers,  that 
one  recognizes  every  bar,  and  considers  that  it  is  he 
who  has  stolen  from  those  w'ho,  in  fact,  had  previously 


"  borrowed  "  from  him.  The  introduction  is  followed  by 
a  new  Cavatina,  written  expressly  for  Mme.  Borghi- 
Mamo,  who  sings,  or  rather  sung,  it  in  a  style,  which  for 
purity  could  hardly  be  excelled.  Then  comes  a  Polo- 
naise, exactly  suited  to  Mme.  Bosio.  It  is  full  of  difli- 
culties,  dangers,  and  "  impossibilities,"  which  she  mas- 
ters with  a  facility  really  surprising.  It  is  more  than 
probable  that  Mme.  Bosio  will  sing  this  air  in  London, 
and  you  will  then  judge  for  yourself  how  she  deals  with 
passages  which  most  others  would  despair  of  attempting. 
The  Polonaise  is  succeeded  by  a  new  duet  for  Mes- 
dames  Bosio  and  Borghi,  a  graceful  jnorceaii,  which  was 
admirably  interpreted,  and  produced  a  marked  effect  on 
the  opening  night. 

The  second  act  brings  us_to  the  Arab  camp.  Signor 
Baucardi^  opens  it  with  the  great  air  of  tlie  opera.  I 
told  you  when  I  first  heard  him  that  he  was  a  talented 
singer,  and  he  asserted  his  pretensions  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  entire  audience.  I  have  seldom  heard  a  per- 
formance more  deserving  of  the  applause  it  obtained. 
When  we  remember  that  Sig.  Baucardt?  has  been  afflicted 
with  "influenza"  since  his  first  arrival  in  Paris,  his 
efforts  deserve  the  more  encouragement.  A  new  prayer 
and  chorus  succeed  the  tenor;  and  the  finale,  which 
forms  part  of  the  original  opera,  is  dramatic  and  clever. 
In  the  third  act  the  author  has  made  no  change,  with  tiie 
exception  of  a  new  air  introduced  for  ftlme.  Bosio. 
The  duet.  Dt  quelle  trombe  al  siiono,  the  parent  of  the 
more  fimous  Sito7ii  la  tromba  and  a  host  of  others,  wag 
effectively  sung,  and  encored:  and  a  chorus  of  Arabs 
was  admired  for  its  freshness  ?nid  spirit.  The  fourth  act 
contains  only  a  finale  for  the  tenor,  vvho  has  received 
his  death  wound;  a  song  for  the  bass;  and  a  quartet 
which  terminates  the  opera.  All  justice  was  done  to 
the  composer  by  the  artistes,  who  exerted  themselves  in 
a  praiseworthy  manner  throughout.  Mme.  Bosio  sur- 
passed herself  in  the  brilliancy  of  her  bravura  vocaliza- 
tion, and  the  exquisite  style  in  which  she  sang  the  music. 
A  spark  or  two  of  "  Promethean  fire,"  a  touch  of  that 
which  is  necessary  for  the  actress  as  well  as  the  vocalist, 
and  what  might  Alme.  Bosio  not  attempt?  Mme.  Borghi 
sings  five  times,  and  always  well.  Her  vocalization  is 
excellent,  her  voice  sympathetic,  and  her  acting  intelli- 
gent. Sig.  Baucard^  added  to  his  reputation,  and  Sig, 
Graziani,  as  usual,  was  zealous  and  conscientious.  The 
orchestra,  under  the  able  direction  of  Sig.  Benetti,  was 
all  that  Sig.  Pacini  could  have  desired.  The  public, 
though  anything  but  enthusiastic,  was  evidently  pleased, 
and  the  only  man  who  profiteth  not,  who  sows  where 
others  reap,  is  the  luckless  manager,  Sig.  Ragani,  who, 
after  spending  a  large  sum  in  decorations,  etc..  is  left 
with  tlie  expenses  on  his  hands  for  the  remainder  of  the 
season. — Cor.  Land.  Mus.  Woold. 

At  the  Grand  Opera,  they  are  still  performing  with 
the  greatest  success,  Auber's  Mueite  de  Portici ;  Lucia 
has  also  been  done,  and  with  little  or  none.  At  the 
Th^atre-Francais,  the  representations  of  La  Czarine 
have  been  interrupted  by  the  indisposition  of  Mile. 
Rachel,  and  the  management  has  been  obliged  to  fall 
back  upon  the  comedy  of  Lcs  Ennemis  de  la  Alaison 
and  other  pieces.  The  Etoile  du  Nord  has  been  con- 
tinuing its  career  of  almost  unexampled  success  at  the 
Opera  Comique,  releived,  on  alternate  nights,  by  the 
Pre  A\ix  Clercs,  the  Ckien  du  Jardinier,  etc.  The 
Mulitier  de  Tolede,  with  the  fascinating  Marie  Cabel,  is 
still  in  vogue  at  the  Th^atre-Lyrique;  and  Robin  des 
Bois,  up  to  this  time,   has  drawn  full  houses. — Ibid. 


CoBLENTZ. — Herr  Richard  Wagner's  Tannhduser  h:is 
been  brought  out  and  well  received. 

Danzio. — The  operatic  company  are  entirely  en- 
gaged in  the  rehearsals  of  Der  Alte  vom  Berge,  by  Mr. 
Benedict, 

Bremen. — The  third  Subscription  Concert,  under  the 
direction  of  Herr  Carl  Reinecke,  went  off  with  great 
ccla(.  The  programme  was  excellent,  including  Beetho- 
ven's overture  to  Leonore,  Mozart's  Symphony  in  C 
major,  and  Weber's  overture  to  Euryanthe.  The  Lie- 
dertafel  sang  the  '*  Prisoner's  Chorus  "  from  Fidelio,  and 
the  "  Huntsmen's  Chorus"  from  Euryanthe;  and  the 
members  of  the  Gesangverein,  Hiller's  Gesang  der 
Geisier  Uber  den  Wassern. 

Weimar. — Dr.  Franz  Liszt  is  engaged  in  getting  up 
a  series  of  subscription  concerts,  and  quartet  soirees. 

Dresden. — The  whole  energy  of  tl>e  management  of 
the  Royal  Opera  is  at  present  employed  in  the  produc- 
tion of  VEtoile  du  Nord,  under  the  immediate  snper- 
intendance  of  the  composer. 

Naples. — The  fete  of  the  Immaculate  Conception 
has  been  celebrated  with  great  pomp  in  Italy  ;  Merca- 
dante,  the  Neopolitan  composer,  wrote  a  hymn  espe- 
cially for  the  occasion,  which  was  sung  in  the  open  air, 
at  Naples,  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  in  presence  of  the 
king  and  all  ths  royal  family,  the  ministers  of  state,  the 
army,  and  an  immense  crowd  of  people.  There  were 
altogetiier  15fi3  executants  (of  whom  883  were  instru- 
mentalists, and  680  vocalists)  furnished,  alone,  by  the 
officers  and  priviles  of  the  army. 

LuBECK. — Die  Verkldrung  des  Herrn  (The  Trans- 
figuration of  our  Saviour),  a  new  oratorio  by  Herr  F. 
Kiihmstedt,  professor  and  musical  director  of  Eisenach, 
has  been  produced  and  favorably  received,  under  the 
direction  of  Capellmeister  Herr  G,  Herrmann.  Meyer- 
beer's Huguenots  was  lately  presented  for  the  first  time 
iin  this  city. 
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NEVy  VOLUME.  —  After  three  more  numbers,  i.  c.  with  tho 
n-umber  for  April  -7th,  the  Journal  of  Mdsio  will  enter  upon 
its  fouTLh  year.  Of  course  Now  is  the  time  to  renew  Olt 
TO  COMHEKCE  SUBSCRIPTIONS.  Subscribers  will  see  the  reason- 
ableness of  our  terms  as  advevtiSL^d,  viz:  S2.00  per  annum, 
by  mail,  and  $2  50  by  carrier,  both  IN  ADVANCE. 

All  who  do  not  e.^ipressly  notify  us  of  their  wish  to  stop  the 
Journal  at  the  expiration  of  their  term,  will  still  continue  to 
receive  it,  and  be  counted  as  subcribers  for  another  year. 

(n?*No  SUBSCRIPTION  RECEIVED  FOR  A  SHORT-R  PERIOD  THAN 
SIX  MONTHS  ;  AND  NONE  FOR  LESS  THAN  A  YEAR,  UNLESS  PAID  IN 
ADVANCE. 

O^  We  have  enclosed  bills  to  a  large  number  of  subscribers 
who  have  not  yet  paid  for  the  year  now  closing,  and  beg  that 
they  will  promptly  remit  by  mail  or  otherwise. 

Last  of  the  Afternoon  Concerts. 

The  Orchestrai,  Union  gave  its  si.\teenth 
and  last  concert  on  Wednesday.  For  once,  in 
striking  contrast  with  the  experience  of  every- 
one of  the  fifteen  preceding  Wednesdays,  the 
Boston  Music  Hall  was  thronged  to  its  utmost 
capacity,  and  wore  the  look  of  the  old  Germania 
■"  rehearsals. "  It  was  a  gay  scene  and  a  happy 
one  ;  we  cannot  doubt  the  concert  passed  off  for 
most  hearers  with  as  keen  a  relish  as  those  which 
wore  the  prestige  of  the  former  name.  And  if 
our  excellent  friend  Zerraun  and  his  thirty 
associates  were  wise,  and  ready  to  take  courage  at 
the  turning  point,  they  would  not  noxo  abandon 
their  enterprize,  when  for  the  first  time,  after 
long  perseverance  through  discouragement,  the 
prospect  really  begins  to  brighten.  We  have 
still  two,  if  not  three  months  left,  which  are 
available  for  concerts,  and  in  which  the  elastic 
air  and  feeling  of  the  Spring,  after  an  unusually 
deadening  and  depressing  Winter,  are  already 
disposing  young  and  old  to  seek  out  musical  en- 
joyments. It  is  easier  to  believe  that  these  months 
may  retrieve  the  failures  of  the  wintry  concert 
season,  than  it  is  to  believe  that  the  great  orches- 
tral music,  which  has  commanded  its  weekly  and 
thrice  weekly  crowds  In  our  good  city  for  several 
successive  winters  past,  has  really  lost  its  zest, 
and  that  the  love  has  died  out.  Still,  if  our  con- 
cert season  must  now  really  come  to  an  end,  if 
the  account  must  be  made  up  while  the  balance 
stands  so  palpably  against  us,  the  fault  rests  main- 
ly with  the  public,  and  not  with  the  musicians, 
who  have  shown  every  disposition  to  do  their  best, 
and  have  confided  in  the  good  taste  and  enthu- 
siasm of  that  public  quite  as  far  as  We  had  any 
right  to  ask  of  them.  Boston  has  lost  its  musical 
prestige,  if  our  concert  season  stops  here,  through 
the  only  cause  that  can  compel  a  stoppage, 
want  of  support:  for  we  do  not  count  a  brilliant, 
brief  opera  season  an  evidence  of  very  deep  and 
real  interest  in  music. 

These  remarks,  of  which  the  Orchestral  Union 
casually  affords  the  text,  are  equally  applicable  to 
all  the  organized  attempts  to  give  us  classical 
music  in  the  grander  forms  this  winter : — particu- 
larly, and  even  more  strongly,  to  the  case  of  the 
Musical  Fund  Society,  to  which  we  were  looking 
for  our  only  evening  concerts  with  grand  orches- 
tra ;  and  to  which,  with  even  greater  past  dis- 
couragements, we  would  suggest  the  same  new 
hopes  in  a  brave  and  wisely  managed  continuance, 
now  that  the  distractions  and  depressions  have 
somewhat  relaxed  their  nightmare  grasp  upon  the 
music-loving  mind,  and  the  genial  warmth  of  na- 
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ture  is  returning.  But  for  afternoon  concerts,  at 
all  events,  the  season  is  peculiarly  propitious; 
long  daj'S,  birds  and  sunshine  naturally  beckon 
to  the  Music  Hall.     But  we  forget  the  concert. 

This  time  the  Sinfonie  Pastorale  of  Beet- 
hoven, was  performed  entire.  There  was  some 
contrast  in  the  rendering  of  the  movements  played 
last  week  and  those  now  given  for  the  first  time. 
The  first,  namely  the  Allegro,  embodying  the 
cheerful  and  buoyant  sensations  of  summer  in 
the  country,  and  the  pensive  Adagio  (by  tbe 
brookside,  alternating  in  sun  and  shade,)  were 
presented  with  much  more  of  the  warmth,  the  finely 
blended  coloring,  the  subdued  and  feeling  tone 
of  a  true  musical  picture — (of  course  the  analogy 
is  a  very  loose  one,  for  music  only  suggests  out- 
ward Nature,  modulating  through  the  tones  of 
Feeling  which  the  outward  facts  inspire  or  become 
associated  with.)  The  Scherzo  Presto,  repre- 
senting the  peasants'  dance,  the  thunder-storm 
Allegro,  and  particularly  tbe  Allegretto,  which 
represents  the  sun  setting  in  gjory,  the  return  of 
flocks  to  their  fold,  amd  the  peaceful,  grateful 
close  of  the  day,  were  played  mechanically  well, 
but  without  that  fusing  influence  of  a  common 
feeling,  which  made  this  whole  Symphony  so 
memorable  in  the  performances  of  the  late  Ger- 
aiania  orchestra.  There  was  a  certain  crudeness, 
and  loudness,  in  the  Allegretto  particularly,  which 
disturbed  the  impression.  A  few  more  perform- 
ances, with  the  rehearsals  which  more  constant  and 
inspiring  patronage  would  ensure,  would  bring 
this  all  right.  As  it  was,  we  can  only  say,  that 
compared  with  their  admirable  renderings  of  the 
FreisckUtz  overture,  of  the  fourth  and  the  eighth 
symphonies  of  Beethoven,  and  the  "  Jupiter"  of 
Mozart,  the  Pastorale  has  not  proved  one  of  the 
best  specimens  by  which  to  recognize  the  quality 
of  the  Orchestral  Union. 

The  Symphony  was  followed  by  an  Etude  de 
Concert,  for  two  violins,  by  DeBeriot,  played  not 
with  such  blended  purity  of  intonation  as  we  had 
a  right  to  expect  from  two  such  accomplished  ar- 
tists, by  Messrs.  Schultze  and  A.  Fries  ;  the 
overture  to  Martha,  by  Flotow  ;  the  "  Sere- 
nade," arranged  from  Schubert  ;  the  Waltz 
"Magic  Sounds,"  by  Wittmann;  the  Adagio 
from  the  Lohgesang,  and  finally  the  "  Wedding 
March,"  by  Mendelssohn. 

This  orchestra  has  at  all  events  earned  a  char- 
acter by  these  performances,  and  that  in  the  long 
run  is  success.  Let  it  then  have  a  long  run.  Let 
this  well-earned  capital  of  character  go  on  accu- 
mulating, and  not  be  thrown  away  because  it  does 
not  yet  yield  solid  dividends.  And  we  would  say  tbe 
same  thing  of  our  Musical  Fund  orchestra,  who 
also  have  acquired  a  character  to  lose.  Let  the 
friends  of  music  see  to  it  that  neither  of.  these 
good  organizations  be  deterred  from  building  on 
the  foundations  they  have  laid. 


"  Hints  concerning  Church  Music." — A 
writer  in  the  Transcript,  over  the  signature  of 
"  Counterpoint,"  (who  he  is  we  know  not,)  is  fur- 
nishing a  series  of  spicy  articles  upon  this  ever- 
lasting theme  of  trade  and  controversy.  He  evi- 
dently is  much  in  earnest  and  plain-spoken,  indig- 
nantly alive  to  the  abuses  of  the  times,  and  han- 
dles without  gloves  those  modern  money-changers 
of  the  Temple,  the  thrifty  multitude  of  Psalm- 
book  makers.  His  objections  to  the  numerous 
new  Psalm-books,  with  which  our  land  is  annually 
flooded,  coincide  with  those  which  we  have  more 


than  once,  although  forbearingly  as  possible,  sug- 
gested in  these  columns,  and  are  strongly  put; 
and  as  we  have  found  none  too  much  sympathy  in 
the  public  prints  upon  a  matter  where  the  inter- 
ests of  trade  are  so  opposed  to  the  sincere  avowal 
of  the  truth,  we  are  induced  to  copy  a  few  para- 
graphs from  this  trenchant  ally.  First  the  follow- 
ing : 

As  a  counterpart  to  the  hymn  books  before  allu- 
ded to,  we  have  tune  books,  without  number, 
made  up  out  of  the  most  ridiculous  adaptations 
and  selections  from  oratorios,  operas,  sonatas, 
symphonies,  songs,  &c.,  all  suited  to  the  general 
ignorance  and  secularity  of  the  times,  and  to  that 
intemperate  rage  for  novelty  which  everywhere 
prevails.  Musical  conventions  are  called  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  country,  under  the  pretence  of 
improving  the  public  taste,  when  in  fact  they  are 
only  intended  to  promote  the  sale  of  silly  and 
mischievous  music.  Now  the  money-changers 
were  driven  from  the  Temple  long  ago,  aud  I  sub- 
mit that  the  music  and  psalmody  of  the  Church  is 
not  a  legitimate  artide  of  speculation,  aVid  that 
our  country  friends  are  most  egregiously  imposed 
upon.  Good  music  never  wears  out ;  whereas  the 
silly  and  ephemeral  trash  so  much  in  vogue,  per- 
ishes with  the  use  of  it,  and  a  new  tune  book  is 
wanted  every  year,  just  as  the  makers  of  them 
intend.  Those  who  indulge  in  such  base  prac- 
tices, flatter  themselves  it  is  a  harmless  pursuit, 
and  are  wont  to  say  that  the  people  want  to  be 
"  humbugged  ;  "  but  I  have  heard  some  sound 
musicians  say  that  it  will  take  a  century  to  eradi- 
cate the  evil  consequences.  It  is  a  national  ca- 
lamity. 

There  are  banded  together  in  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  Boston,  a  set  of  speculators,  who  trade 
in  tbe  Songs  of  Zion.  With  these  fellows  all 
styles  are  good,  and  that  is  the  best  to-day  which 
sells  best.  They  know  well  enough  in  their  hearts 
how  limited  the  sphere  of  devotional  song  is,  but 
if  they  acknowledge  the  truth,  why  then  their 
occupation  i«  gone.  The  public  ought  to  be  cau- 
tioned against  such  musical  pickpockets.  In  some 
of  their  books  the  most  solemn  words  are  often 
coupled  with  the  melody  of  some  familiar  or  vul- 
gar comic  song,  with  feeble  harmony  to  match. 
Again  we  have  glees  outright;  literal  selections 
from  operas,  &c.,  all  bound  up  together,  and  cov- 
ered with  the  high-sounding  and  queer  names  of 
"  Hallelujah,"  "  Cithara,"  "  Dulcimer,"  "  Shawm," 
"  Lute  of  Zion,"  "  The  Handel,"  &c.  To  give  a 
kind  of  mock  solemnity  to  such  music,  tunes  of  a 
light  character  are  often  ended  with  a  strong 
ecclesiastical  cadence,  which  seems  like  putting 
heavy  armor  upon  an  infant.  What  deformity, 
what  incongruity  is  all  this !  and  yet  it  is  done 
(ostensibly)  for  the  church  of  Christ.  So  numer- 
ous are  these  catch-penny  works,  that  the  powers 
of  invention  are  severely  taxed  in  finding  names 
for  them. 

This  may  be  possibly  too  sweeping  and  to  some 
extent  include  the  innocent  among  the  guilty,  or 
overlook  the  qualifying  circumstances  or  repent- 
ant offsets  of  their  guilt.  Not  having  kept  our- 
selves very  carefully  "  booked  up"  as  to  the  con- 
tents of  the  more  recent  collections,  we  do  not 
presume  to  endorse  every  individual  allusion  in 
the  paragraph  just  quoted.  But  we  do  know 
enough  of  the  general  spirit  and  tendency  of  this 
great  branch  of  trade  ;  and  we  have  wasted  fruit- 
less hours  enough  in  minute  examinations  of  such 
works  in  times  past — it  was  like  eating  the  East 
wind — to  make  us  sensitivel}'  shy  at  the  approach 
of  others,  and  the  more  so  the  more  they  came 
heralded  as  the  "  best  collections  ever  published," 
and  boasting  their  hundreds  of  thousands  of  copies 
sold. 

The  writer  in  the  Transcript  has  a  high  appre- 
ciation of  the  solid  services  rendered  to  our 
church  music  by  Charles  Zeuner. 

A  musician  can  accomplish  what  the  mere  ama- 


teur, from  the  shop  or  counting-room,  fails  in  ; 
and  amongst  all  who  have  written  for  the  Church, 
in  this  country,  the  above  named  gentleman  has 
alone  displayed  a  true  knowledge  of  the  require- 
ments and  propriety  of  Sacred  Harmony.  Not 
that  his  music  is  altogether  what  it  should  be,  for 
of  this  he  was  well  aware ;  but  that  he  has  best 
adapted  himself  to  the  flimsy  poetry  he  had  to 
deal  with.  Although  slightly  tinged  with  modern 
German  chromatics,  yet  he  has  displayed  good 
judgment  in  altering  the  rhythmical  form  of  church 
compositions,  without  destroying  their  grave  har- 
mony. By  this  means  he  has  adapted  them  to 
the  light  hymns  in  use,  without  falling  into  the 
lullaby  style,  as  his  contemporaries  have  done. 
Some  of  Mr.  Zeuner's  "  Chanting  tunes "  will 
serve  as  an  illustration.  The  fact  is,  that  a  good 
strong,  devotional  tune,  like  Dundee  or  London, 
is  too  much  for  many  of  the  little  nursery  hymns 
in  use  ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  the  most  sublime 
and  instructive  poetry  is  often  wholly  enervated 
by  being  coupled  with  an  operatic  melody. 

Of  course,  every  new  Psalm-book,  in  order  to 
sell,  has  to  balance  its  new  and^rude  things,  with 
a  goodly,  if  not  a  complete  assortment  of  the 
standard  old  tunes ;  which  has  often  led  to  the 
remark  that,  in  all  that  is  most  valuable  about 
them,  these  improved  collections  are  all  one  and 
the  same  thing  variously  vamped.  They  would 
not  be  found  without  traces  of  learning  and  classi- 
cism, and  while  they  hold  out  their  bait  of  novelty 
to  the  ignorant,  they  also  seek  to  justify  them- 
selves to  the  severer  taste.  This  Mr.  "  Counter- 
point" meets  as  follows  : 

Some  of  these  musical  pretenders  try  to  justify 
themselves  by  saying  that  their  books  contain  a 
great  deal  of  good  music.  But  what  of  that  ?  The 
multitude,  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  the  understand- 
ing to  the  gratification  of  the  senses,  are  sure  to 
seize  upon  the  bad. 

And  here  he  comes  upon  the  most  alarming 
feature  of  the  evil,  confirming  an  idea  which  we 
have  been  many  times  abused  for  urging : 

But  setting  aside  the  quality  of  the  music  in 
question,  it  is  a  great  sin  to  multiply  it  to  such  an 
indefinite  extent.  It  creates  much  confusion. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  good  metrical  tunes  are 
enough  for  this  world,  and  perhaps  there  is  not  a 
much  larger  number  of  good  ones,  extant. 

Finally  the  writer  seeks  a  remedy  for  these 
things,  where  it  has  long  been  in  vain  called  for, 
in  our  higher  seminaries  of  learning,  in  our  would- 
be  Universities,  which,  while  they  found  Profes- 
sorships for  all  things  that  the  Head  has  bumps 
for,  and  while  the  Alma  Mater  of  them  all  is  even 
trying  to  construct  a  professorship  of  the  Heart, 
continue  to  ignore  that  very  influential  branch  of 
the  "  Humanities,"  called  Music.  With  this  ex- 
tract we  conclude. 

Now  in  the  faceof  this  perverted  state  of  things, 
who  does  not  see  the  necessity  of  music  schools  in 
our  colleges  ?  We  have  no  standard.  The  Puri- 
tans demolished  organs,  committed  music  to  the 
flames,  and  annihilated  all  musical  education; 
while  we  bow  with  reverence  to  the  huge  virtues 
of  those  old  sons  of  thunder,  we  cannot  fail  to  see 
their  errors,  the  consequences  of  which  are  too 
obvious.  For  want  of  collegiate  instruction,  we 
have  no  suitable  men  to  manage  our  public 
schools,  and  the  children  are  now  taught  from 
certain  silly  school  song-books,  which  only  tend  to 
dissipate  all  true  musical  feeling  and  taste  from  the 
mind,  and  which  they  are  ashamed  to  reflect  upon 
as  they  grow  older.  This  is  a  great  evil.  It  is 
not  owing  to  our  climate  that  we  have  not  as  good 
singers  as  any  nation  upon  earth,  but  it  is  for  the 
want  of  proper  youthful  training.  Tbe  first  im- 
pressions which  are  made  on  the  mind  are  always 
the  strongest,  hence  instead  of  pernicious  sing- 
song ditties,  children  should  always  be  exercised 
in  strong  classical  examples,  and  especially  in  the 
Church  style,  which  they  learn  with  the  greatest 
facility,  and  to  their  lasting  benefit. 
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Genitis  and  Cleverness. 

Boston,  Feb.  26, 1855. 

Friend  Dwight:— I  notice  that  in  your  paper  of 
February  17th,  you  rem.irlc  that  Badiali's  perform- 
ance is  "  invariably  exceUaU  and  ieiHng  "  hut  "  never 
great,  never  touched  hy  the  sparlj  of  genius."  May  I 
ask,  not  in  defiance,  but  with  a  real  desire  to  l^now  your 
opinion,  if  the  first  part  of  the  above  paragraph  does  not 
contradict  the  last,  and  upon  what  principles  ydn  gi'ant 
genifis  to  Mario  and  deny  it  to  Badiali  ? 

■Kfes  not  Badiali  in  every  part  Ire  has  taken  here,  ex- 
cept one  or  two,  for  which  his  age  and  appearance  unfit 
him,  not  only  delighted  his  hearers-,  b«t  given  a  represen- 
tation so  like  reality  that  w«  can  hardly  form  an  ideal  of 
the  character  finer  than  that  which  he  gives  life  to? 

We  ail  know  how  easy  it  is  to  form  a  vague,  undefined 
idea  of  one  of  these  great  parts,  and  how  diificult  it  is 
to  reduce  that  idea  to  exactness  and  even  to  imagine  a 
part  with  all  its  gre.at  and  little  essentials.  It  seems  to 
me  that  nothing  short  of  genius  could  enable  Badiali  to 
form  his  fine  conceptions  of  these  parts  and  give  life  to 
them. 

You  may  think  the  opinion  heretical,  but  I  could  not 
detect  any  dramatic  genius  in  Mario.  I  have  been  able 
to  identify  other  performers  with  their  parts,  but  whether 
Mario  appeared  as  the  gloomy  Eavenswood,  the  loving 
and  tender  Fernando,  or  the  imbecile  Ottavio,  I  could 
perceive  very  little  difference, — it  was  always  Mario, 
singing  deliciously  indeed,  but  in  all  disguises  or  dresses 
the  same  awkward,  handsome,  effeminate  Mario. 

Do  not  suspect  me  of  any  intention  to  enter  the  lists 
with  so  eminent  a  critic  as  yourself  ;  I  merely  suggest 
opinions  which  I  suspect  are  shared  by  a  large  part  of 
the  community,  in  the  hope  of  procuring  some  valuable 
information,  or  a  modification  of  your  verdict  respecting 
our  favorite.  p. 

Remarks. — 1.  We  do  not  see  the  contracijction. — 
Many  things  are  clever,  good,  excellent,  invariably  so, 
and  yet  we  do  not  call  them  great.  Greatness  and 
genius  are  the  terms  reserved  for  something  of  the  rarest, 
highest  order.  Badiali  always  does  well,  always  wins 
approval  as  an  artist;  yet  there  is  a  wide  difference,  not 
so  much  in  degree  as  kind,  between  his  cleverness  and 
genius  like  that  we  feel  in  Lind  or  Grisi,  even  though 
the  latter  sometimes  sings  indifferently.  It  was  simply 
because  our  audiences  had  got  a  trick  of  always  applaud- 
ing the  *' good  and  faithful  servant"  to  the  very  skies; 
and  that  too  on  the  evening  in  question  in  a  manner  that 
seemed  to  intimate  that  he  was  a  greater  artist  than 
either  Mario  or  Grisi,  that  we  were  led  to  make  the 
remark  and  try  to  restore  tlie  balance. 

2.  We  have  never  granted  genius  to  Mabio.  AVe  do 
not  think  him  a  man  of  genius.  But  we  do  think  him 
one  of  the  most  perfect  artists  in  his  singing,  that  we 
ever  heard  ;  and  in  the  Stabat  Mater  we  did  find  his 
singing  even  more  remarkable  than  that  of  Badiali  in  re- 
spect of  taste  and  style,  and  wanting  only  Badiali's  loud- 
less  to  make  the  pnblic  feel  it  more.  Badiali  is  the  per- 
fection of  ckvemtss,  but  genius  is  another  thing. 


Mlle.  Caroline  Lehmann.  —  Our  Boston  readers 
will  rejoice  to  learn,  by  the  letter  of  our  New  York  cor- 
respondent, that  the  fine  artistic  powers  of  this  lady  have 
found  appreciation  in  New  York.  Her  concert  of  last 
Saturday  is  on  all  hands  represented  as  a  decided  suc- 
cess. We  only  grieve  to  learn  that  this  concert  was  pre- 
paratory to  her  return  to  Europe.  Miss  Lehmann  is 
probably  the  best  female  singer  at  present  in  .America; 
certainly  the  best  interpreter  of  the  noble  melodies  of 
Beethoven,  Weber,  Schubert,  Schumann,  Franz,  not  to 
speak  of  Handel's  oratorio  music ;  and  it  is  really  a  shame 
to  our  country  that  we  cannot  keep  her  here.  We  un- 
derstand there  is  a  prospect  that  she  will  soon  come  to 
Boston  to  give  a  farewell  concert,  assisted  by  Otto 
DnESEL  and  others.  If  so,  it  will  be  the  concert  of  the 
season.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  ramors  of  her 
probable  engagement  with  one  of  the  Operas  that  are 
struggling  to  take  form  out  of  the  present  operatic  im- 
broglio in  New  York:  most  probably  the  German  opera, 
if  that  results  in  anything.  Fancy  her,  with  her  fine 
voice,  and  presence  and  dramatic  fervor,  as  Agatha  in 
Z>er  Freiaehiitz,  or  as  Beethoven's  Leonora  ! 


% 


K^  Communications  for  our  New  York  Correspond- 
ent may  be  addressed  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Scharfen- 
berg  and  Luis,  769  Broadway. 


Few  Mtisic. 

ifroin  6.  Aodri  &  Co.,  Philadelphia.).^ 

Welsieffer,  p.  M.  :  Old  Acquaintances  in  new 
Dresses,  arranged  for  the  Piano-forte,  &c.,  pp.  26. 
price  $1.25. 

Here  are  a  dozen  familiar  little  melodies,  such  as 
"  Away  with  Melanclioly,"  "  Eussian  Air,"  "  The 
sweet  birds  are  singing,"  fee ,  —  witli  otliers  less 
familiar  here,  btit  whose  peculiar  flavor  of  natio'ir- 
ality  is  not  unknown  among  us,  like  the  one  called 
"  Swedish  Air," — arranged  in  quite  an  admirable 
manner  for  tjie  practice  of  young  players.  The 
melodies  are  worked  up,  in  a  somewhat  contrapuntal 
manner,  with  a  figurative  bass,  so  as  to  keep  the  kft 
hand  in  continual  motion,  sometimes  the  theme 
itself  alternating  between  the  two  hands.  It  is  very 
ingeniously,  tastefully  done,  and  not  difficult,  but 
tending  to  the  formation  of  such  habits  of  independ- 
ent motion  of  the  two  hands,  as  to  prepare  the  Way 
for  all  the  difBcUlties  of  elaborate  compositions ;  and 
the  whole  is  "  most  affectionately  dedicated  to  the  Left 
Hand !"  By  this  sort  of  practice  the  young  pupil, 
instead  of  the  idle  taste  for  mere  tunes  with  hum- 
drum common-chord  accompaniment,  will  get  a  cer- 
tain initiation  into  the  mysteries  and  beauties  of  con- 
trapuntal development ;  while  at  the  same  time  all  is 
simple  and  enjoyable. 

(From  Q.  P.  Reed  &  Co.) 

CzEENT,  C:  Op.  740.  Fiftij  Studies  in  a  Brilliant 
Stijle  for  the  Piano.  Book  I.,  Nos.  1 — 8.  pp.  23. 
Price  $1.00. 

These  are  among  the  best  of  the  many  exercises 
which  we  have  yet  seen,  by  Czerny,  or  by  others,  for 
the  acquiring  of  the  "  Art  of  fingering  with  facility," 
and  form  a  sequel  to  his  Etudes  de  la  Velocite'.  There 
is  work  enough  in  them  for  many  months,  and  the 
very  boldness  with  which  each  kind  of  phrase  or 
figure  is  worked  through,  makes  them  interesting. — 
One  who  shall  have  practised  them  faithfully,  will 
have  got  his  fingers  well  broken  in. 

LiNLET,  Geo.  Eight  Songs  and  Ballads.  No.  1. 
Constance.  No.  2.  Moored  is  my  Boat.  3.  Why  do 
I  love  thee  ?  4.  Thou  art  gone  from  my  gaze.  5. 
Well-a-day  (Duet),  &c. 

Simple,  sentimental  and  popular. 

(From  Oliver  Ditson,  Boston.) 

Thaleerg,  S.  Op.  70.  VAii.  du  Chant  appUquiau 
Piano.    Nos.  5  and  6.     price  75  cents  each. 

This  valuable  series  is  now  complete.  No.  5  con- 
tains "  transcriptions  "  of  the  Lacrymosa,  the  most 
beautiful  perhaps  of  all  the  movements  from  Mo- 
zart's famous  '■  Requiem,"  and  of  a  Duo  from  his 
Nozze  ai  Figaro.  Here  again  the  voice-parts  (four  of 
them  in  the  first  case),  with  the  main  features  of  the 
accompaniments,  are  by  Thalberg's  peculiar  manner 
brought  within  the  grasp  of  the  two  hands,  the  voice- 
parts  being  distinguished  by  larger  notes.  The  La- 
crymosa is  quite  difficult,  and  we  think  there  must  be 
some  misprints  in  the  directions  for  Kight  Hand  and 
Left  Hand,  since  it  is  plainly  impossible  to  follow 
them  all  literally ;  but  the  student,  grasping  the  har- 
monies in  his  own  way,  will  find  satisfaction  in  the 
piece. — No.  6  is  a  Duetto  from  Rossini's  Zelmira  : 
Perchimi  gnardi  e  piangi. 

Heller,  Stephen:  1.  Op.  81.  Twenty-Four  Pre- 
ludes in  all  the  Keys,  for  the  Piano.  Book  II.  pp. 
25.     Price  Sl.OO. 

"We  welcome  the  completion  of  this  set  of  truly 
artistic,  elegant,  poetic  little  pieces.  They  are  models 
of  graceful  style,  and  of  the  art  of  giving  each  idea 
its  full  and  fit  expression,  and  then  leaving  it.  The 
pieces  are  very  individual,  contrasted  in  expression, 
and  free  from  all  taint  of  common-place,  and  will  win 
upon  one  the  more  he  plays  them  over. 

2.  Six  Lieder  of  Pkanz  ScHnuEKT,  transcribed  for 
Piano.     No.  6.  pp.  7.    25  cts. 

These  are  very  simple   transcriptions  compared 


with  those  by  tiszt.  'This  last  is  made  upon  one  of 
the  loveliest  and  deepest  of  Schubert's  songs,  called 
Sey  mir  gegriisst  in  German,  but  here  given  by  a 
French  title :  Sois  touflurs  mes  ^eules  'amouts. 

Chopin,  P.    Op.  42.     V'alse  pour  le  Piano,    pp.11, 
price  50  cts. 

Anotlicr  of  those  exquisite,  inimitable  dreams  of 
tone,  in  waltz  form,  the  melody  dancing  and  flicker- 
ing like  sunshine  on  the  water.  It  is  the  one  in  A 
flat,  with  a  long  introductory  tlrill,  and  well  known  in 
certain  concerts. 


Musical  Intelligence. 

Local. 

'The  Music  Hail  stage,  planted  thick  with  pines  and 
evergreens,  was  covered  on  Thursday  evening  with  little 
girls  and  bays,  who,  in  the  character  of  flowers,  were  to 
sing  Mr.  Root's  Cantata,  "  I'he  Flower  Queen,"  under 
the  conductorship  of  their  teacher,  Mr.  C.  H.  Clarke. 
The  choruses  were  well  done,  the  solos  however  were 
often  in  bad  tune,  two  causes  of  which,  at  least,  might 
be  remedied  on  another  performance-^the  first,  an  un- 
necessary straining  of  the  voice,  to  fill  the  room — the 
second,  the  distance  at  which  the  piano  was  placed  from 
the  conductor,  in  the  rear  of  all  the  singers.  The  reci- 
tative by  Miss  Bennette,  a  young  damsel  of  perhaps 
six  years  (a  friend  wonders  whether  Charles  Aoches- 
TER  was  there,)  was  very  beautifully  given  by  the  tiny 
debutante  in  a  manner  whose  distinctness  and  life  would 
have  done  credit  to  Mr.  Arthurson  himself  The  merits 
of  the  modest  Violet,  too,  were  not  entirely  overshadowed 
by  the  more  showy  qualities  of  some  more  conspicuous 
flowers.  The  house  was  full  and  the  audience  well 
pleased  with  the  pretty  show  and  the  successful  manner 
in  which  the  Cantata  was  given. 

The  Mendelssohn  Chor.al  Society,  assisted  by 
some  of  our  best  solo  singers,  have  volunteered  to  give  a 
Concert  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  that  excellent  charity, 
the  Boston  Provident  Association,  which  will  come  off 
in  the  Music  Hall,  on  Saturday  evening,  the  17th  instant. 
Tickets  will  be  ffty  cents,  and  for  reserved  seats  one 
dollar.  The  performers  give  their  services,  and  the 
noble  object  of  the  concert,  as  well  as  the  musical  ex- 
cellence which  we  have  reason  to  expect  in  it,  make  it 
pretty  certain  tliat  there  will  be  no  empty  seats.  Full 
particulars  next  week. 

Philadelphia.— The  long  agitated  new  Opera 
House  seems  at  length  in  a  way  to  be  accomplished. 
We  take  the  following  from  the  Evening  Bulletin: 

The  committee  of  the  Directors  of  oar  Academy  of 
Music,  after  examining  the  plans  presented  them  by  va- 
rious architects,  have  adopted  that  of  Messrs,  N.  Le  Brun 
and  G-  Runge,  of  this  city,  and  before  a  great  while  it  is 
expected  that  work  will  lie  commenced  on  the  building, 
according  to  this  plan,  on  the  lot  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany, corner  of  Broad  and  Locust  streets.  The  edifice 
will  be  130  feet  wide,  238  feet  deep,  and  about  70  feet 
high  to  the  crowning  balustrade,  the  style  of  architecture 
being  Venetian,  of  which  there  are  few  or  no  examples 
in  this  country.  There  will  be  five  entrances  to  the 
auditorium  on  Broad  street  and  three  on  each  of  the 
flanks,  and  each  door  being  nine  feet  wide,  there  can  thus 
be  space  for  ingress  and  egress  of  ninety-five  feet,  and 
the  arrangements  are  such  that  the  largest  audience 
could  be  dismissed  in  four  minutes.  Covered  ways  lead- 
ing to  carriages  are  proposed  on  the  north  and  south 
flanks.  There  is  a  liberal  provision  of  cloak  rooms,  re- 
tiring rooms  and  refreshment  rooms,  with  every  conve- 
nience that  can  be  desired. 

In  the  front  part  of  the  house,  on  the  second  story, 
will  bo  a  grand  saloon  for  concerts.  &c.,  36  feet  wide, 90 
feet  long  and  30  feet  high,  and  above  this  is  a  similar 
though  plainer  room,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  au- 
dience in  the  amphitheatre.  The  auditorium  of  the  the- 
atre proper  will  seat  3750  persons,  and  allow  standing 
room  for  about  4^50  more.  Each  person  seated  will  be 
allowed  a  space  32  inches  by  21  inches  wide.  There 
will  be  a  parquet,  parquet  circle,  first  tier,  first  tier  boxes, 
second  tier,  second  tier  boxes,  ampliitlientre  and  prosce- 
nium boxes.  The  fronts  of  the  tiers  will  he  balustraded 
with  highly  decorated  open  "guilloches"  made  of  cast 
iron.  'Tiic  prevailing  color  will  be  white,  relieved  by 
gold  and  light  blue  ;  the  background  on  the  walls  being 
crimson.  Light  will  be  given  from  a  large  hemispheri- 
cal chandelier  in  the  centre  of  the  dome,  surmounted  by 
two  circular  rows  of  lights,  one  over  the  lunette  of  the 
dome,  and*the  other  around  the  main  cornice.  Besides 
these,  there  there  will  be  bracket  lights  against  the  walls, 
each  having  a  ventilating  tube  over  it.  Provision  is 
made  for  very  thorough  ventilation  throughout  the  whole 
building.  The  heating  will  be  by  steam  or  hot  water 
generated  in  boilers  under  the  streets. 
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NEW   AESTHETIC    JOURNAL. 

THE    CKAYON, 

A  TTeekly  Paper  devoted  to  ART,  offers  itself  to  the  attention 
of  all  vrho  are  interested  in  the  elevaring  and  refining  influ- 
ences of  Beaury.  Among  the  contributora  to  TIIK  CRAYON 
already  are  Bryant,  Lowell.  Street,  ]iE.MBRANDT  Peale,  A  B. 
DuRAiNP,  President  of  the  N  tional  Academy  of  Design,  Dakiel 
Hdktington,  Henry  K.  Bkown,  and  amonpst  those  engaged 
are  Longfellow,  Batard  Taylor,  Geo  H'm  Curtis,  Rev.  II. 
\\'.  Beecher,  Kev.  Samuel  Osgood,  Rev.  H.  \V.  Bellows,  Hon. 
Charles  Sumner,  and  others  of  our  most  eminent  ^vriters.  A 
Feries  of  papers  by  RusKiN,  and  essays  left  by  the  eminent 
sculptor,  IIoratio  Greesough,  add  to  the  interest  of  The 
Crayon. 

From,  ihe  Christian  Inquirer. 

The  first  five  number.=!  of  this  promising  {and  thus  far  per- 
forming) paper  are  now  out.  We  look  for  its  weekly  issue 
with  bigh  and  never  disappointed  expectation.  Its  leaders  are 
Ua'ied  in  a  double  sense— weighty  with  thought  as  well  as 
with  typographical  distinctness.  They  carry  metal  We  are 
much  impressed  with  the  seriousness  and  instruiitive  aim  of 
the  editorial  columns.  Manife.=rly  it  is  not  to  tickle  the  ear 
or  please  the  fancy,  but  to  enlighten  the  mind  and  improve 
the  taste,  that  the  leading  article  always  aims.  The  writer  has 
a  real,  iveiI-con.=idered,  distinct,  and  decisive  thought  to  con- 
vey to  his  readers'  minds,  and  he  goes  about  it  patiently,  un- 
ambitionsly,  and  earnestly,  and  succeeds  not  in  winning  our 
admiration— a  poor  victory— but  in  leaving  us  wiser  than  he 
found  us. 

The  Ci'ayon  has,  we  hope,  a  special  mission — to  purge  and 
soberize  the  style  of  our  journalizing,  as  well  as  the  taste  of 
our  people  in  general.  The  heated,  gaseous,  and  scintillating 
style  of  our  public  press  is.  becoming  intolerable.  The  Crayon 
uses  a  cool,  quiet  and  unobtrusive  style,  which  is  truly  re- 
frashing. 

From  the  Cincinvati  Gazette. 

"We  have  already  strongly  recommended  TnE  Craton,  and 
every  succeeding  number  proves  it  to  be  more  and  more  worthy 
of  all  we  have  said  in  its  praise.  No  journal,  devoted  to  Art, 
has  ever  been  so  ably  conducted,  in  this  country  ;  and  if  it 
meets  with  the  support  it  so  richly  deserves,  we  have  no  doubt 
that  it  will  exert  a  most  wholesome  iniiuence  upon  the  taste 
of  the  country. 

Published  by  STILLMAN  &  DURAND,  No.  237  Broadway, 
New  York.  Terms,  S3  per  annum,  in  advance.  Back  num- 
bers supplied. 

TEACHER  OF  MUSIC,  265  Washington  St. 

RESIDENCE 13  SHAWMUT  STREET,  BOSTON. 

NO.  3  LA  GRANGE   PLACE,  BOSTON. 

Haviugresided  thirteen  yearsin  Europe  with  a  view  of  adap- 
ting the  Italian  style  of  Singing  to  the  English  voice,  and  of 
remedying  weakness  of  the  voice,  and  thoroughly  correcting 
harsh,  guttural,  nasal,  or  other  unpleasant  peculiarities,  pro- 
poses to  give  lessons  on  the  Voice,  and  in  Singing,  in  the  Italian 
French,  and  Engli.^h  Languages. 

Many  who  have  spent  year.s  of  severe  study  to  attain  musical 
excellence,  after  struggling  to  conquer  some  guttural,  na!=al,  or 
other  unpleasant  mannerism,  abandon  the  pursuit  from  the  be- 
lief that  they  are  afQicced  with  a  natural  defectiveness  :  when, 
with  a  fractional  part  of  the  application  which  they  hestow  on 
the  other  branches  of  their  musical  education,  and  with  much 
less  physical  effort  (if  propvrly  directed)  than  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  use,  their  voices  might  be  rendered  comparative- 
ly beautiful. 

To  singers  of  eminence  he  wouldsay,witha  just  appreciation 
of  their  high  attainments,  that  a  huGX practical  examination  of 
his  system  will  convince  the  most  sceptical,  that  hn  can  afi'ord 
them  such  as^sistance  in  beautifying  the  voice,  as  might  delight 
the  most  fa.^tidious. 

"Being  acquainted  with  the  course  of  vocal  discipline  pursued 
by  Mr.  W.  J.  Parkerson  in  forming  and  developing  the  voice, 
I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  my  testimony  to  its  excellence  ;  be- 
lieving it  to  be  far  preferable  to  any  other  method  known  to  me. 

GEO.  J.  WEBB. 

Boston,  Oct.  7, 1854." 

O^  Terms,  ®50  per  quarter. 

MR.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing.  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hay  ward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

References- R.  E.  Anthorp,  C.  C.  Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHER     ®'^     MUSIC, 
265  'Washingtozi  Street,  Boston. 


CHICKERINa   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OE 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


WAREKOOMS,     . 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr29  BOSTON.  tf 


NATHAN   RICHARDSON, 

283    WASHINQTON    STREET, 

Has  just  received  a  large  inToice  of 

Comprising  tlie  latest  works  of  all  the  distingaished  European 
composers. 

—JUST  PUBLISHED,— 

Kioliardson's  Collection  of  National  and  Ope- 
ratic Melodies, 
Very  easily  arrariged  for  the  Piano,  and  fingered  after   the 
method  oi'  the  Modern  School.     In  twenty  numbers.     Price 
from  15  to  25  cents  each.    They  are  excellent  for  young  pupils. 

Sixty-Six  Interludes  in  the  Major  Keys, 
By  J.  H.  JONES,  for  the  Organ,  Melodeon  or  Piano.     They 
are  easy,  and  very  interesting.    Every  musician  should  have 
a  copy.    Price  50  cents. 

Third  Book  of  Conoone's  Vocal  Exercises, 
For  the  middle  register  of  the  voice,  the  only  complete  edition 
in  the  country.    Just  published.     They  will  be  found  indis- 
pensable to  all  Teachers  of  Singing.    Price  3f2. 

q;7=°A11  the  above  will  be  sent  free  of  postage  on  the  receipt 
of  the  above  prices.  Our  Catalogues  are  sent  gratis  to  any 
address. 

NATHAN    RICHARDSON, 

MUSICAL   EXCHANGE,    283  "Waslllllgtom  St., 
BOSTON. 

^JOB  PRINTING  neatly  aod  promptlj  eiecuted  at  this  Office. 

GRACE  CHURCH,  New  York.  —  The  ANTHEM  composed 
by  Signer  Toeeente  for  Mrs.  Bodstein,  (late  Julia  L. 
Northall,)  and  as  sung  by  her  in  Grace  Church  on  Christmas 
Day,  1854:,  has  just  been  published  by 

C.    BBEITSIIQ'G, 
Importer  of  Foreign  Music,  701  Broadwat. 

SCIIARFENBERG  &  LUIS, 

SMFOKTEBS  ©F  FOKEIGM  MUSIC, 

HAVE   RBMOVED   TO 

No.  769  BROADWAY,  corner  of  Kinth  St. 
NEW    TOEK. 

PATENT     AMERICAN     ACTION 

PIANO-FORTE, 

MaimXactory,  379  WasBiiiigton  Street, 
BOSTON,    BIASS. 

F.  F.    -MULLEE, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old   South 
Church  ;  Organist  and  Piani.st  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &o. 
Residence,  Wo.  3  Wintex*  Place,  Boston. 

G.  ANDRE    &    CO.'S 

^^       19   3.  NINTH    STEEET,  ABOVE   CHESTNUT, 

(East  side,)  PHILADELPHIA. 

C^^A  catalogue  of  our  stork  of  Foreign  Music,  and  of  our 
own  Publications,  has  just  been  published.  Music  and  Music 
Books  imported  to  order,  as  heretofore,  from  Germany,  Italy, 
France  and  England. 

A  CARD.- — Messr.-?.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  (duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 

ADOLPH    KIELBLOCE, 

United  States  Hotel.  Dec  30 

SIGWOK  AUGUSTO  BENDELAKI,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Cl.\3S£S, 
OB  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs, 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  g^reat 
6ucce.':s  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augcsto  Benbelari,  at  the 
"Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

EEFEEENCE3. 

Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G.  Ward,  Esq. 

John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

CARL    GiLKTNEIl. 

T  B  JIC  H  BR    OF    MUS  I  G  ^ 

May  be  found  at  No.  20  Dover  Street,  every  forenoon  between 
9  and  10.  Oc  14 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-fc'ORTE,  and  in  the  Theory  of  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


MANUFACTURED   BT 

MASON     &.     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  us.  We  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Finish. 
Our  prices  vary  from  860  to  S175,  accordins  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Loweix 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Bradbijrt,  George  F.  Root,  L.  U  Southard, 
Edwin  Bruce,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

OCP'The  opininnsof  the  above  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

henry  mason.     1  MASOW  &  HAMLIN, 

EMM0N8  HAMLIN.  J  Cambridge  St.  (cor.  of  Charles,)  Boston^  JWj. 

Oct  28    6m  (Directly  in  front  of  the  Jail. J 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 
Manufacturer  and  Dealer  in  Piauo-ForteSi 

No.  34:4;  Waslxington  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,  ^  TO  LET. 

WILLIAM   BEE.GER, 
PutollsSier  and  Importer  of  Slusic, 

No.  82  West  4th  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED  MUSIC,   for  sale  at  Eastern  prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.    A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.    All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.    Music  arranged  to  order. 
D^T^  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aug26 

Mk.    J.  Q.    WETHERBEB, 

(BASSO  CANTANTE,) 
No.  18  TREMONT  TEMPLE,   BOSTON. 

,OTTO    DE.ESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
Revere  House.  Terms  :  —  S50  p^r  quarter  of  24  lesaons, 
two  a  week  ;  S30  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 

YOUIG  UBIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

E.  R.  EI.A3VCHARD,  Teacher. 

This  School  is  designed  for  those  who  wish  to  acquire  the 
ability  to  read  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapt- 
ed to  the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  teach 
singing  in  schools,  or  to  receive  instruction,  from  the  best  mas- 
ters, in  the  Cultivation  of  the  Voice,  Style,  &c. 

Address,  care  of  0!eo.  J.  ^V'ebb  &  Co  ,  No.  3  Winter  street. 

PIANIST  AND   TEACHER  OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  "Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Rov/. 

KzFEKENCES :— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

RESIDENCE,  19  FRANKLIN  STREET. 


PEmCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 
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[Translated  for  this  Journal.] 

Mozart's  "Don  Giovanni." 

BY  A.  OULIBICHEFF. 
(Continued  from  last  week.) 
The  Sextet  (Concluded). 
The  Allegro  Molto  interrupts  the   action  and 
expresses  the  collective  feeling  of  the  persons  on 
the  discovery  of  this  new  stroke  of  knavery,  by 
■which  Don  Juan   has  escaped  their  vengeance. 
Is   that    a   comic    situation,   as   it    has    pleased 
some    to   call   it  ?     Comic,   yes,    for    the   indif- 
ferent and  malicious   lookers    on ;    but   is   it   so 
for  Anna,  whose  father  Don  Giovanni  has  killed 
and  whom  he  has  robbed  of  peace  forever  ?     Is 
it  so  for  Ottavio,  whose  marriage   has  through 


him  been  put  incalculably  far  off?  for  Zerllna, 
whom  he  has  led  to  the  brink  of  destruction  ? 
for  Masetto,  whose  most  precious  rights  he  has  so 
shamelessly  sought  to  usurp,  and  whom  he  has 
beaten,  after  loading  him  with  courtesies  far  worse 
than  blows  ?  Is  it  so  finally  for  Elvira,  the  but 
too  unfortunate  Elvira  ?  Certainly  not !  All 
are  filled  with  indignation  at  what  they  see,  and 
the  announcement  of  the  general  feeling  must 
naturally  contain  the  feelings  of  the  person,  in 
whom  the  intensest  passion  is  justified,  who  pur- 
sues the  common  thought  of  revenge  with  the 
greatest  zeal,  who,  besides  her  own  private  griev- 
ance, also  deeply  feels  the  cruel  wrong  that  has 
been  inflicted  on  a  noble  lady.  On  that  account 
the  music  takes  the  character  of  Anna;  which  it 
must  do  throughout. 

One  single  individual  stands  outside  of  the 
common  words  and  feelings,  —  Leporello,  for 
whom  there  is  no  impensala  novita  (unthought-of 
novelty).  Accordingly  his  isolated  voice  main- 
tains throughout  the  whole  Allegro  a  thematic 
character.  It  moves  in  such  a  manner,  that  its 
isolated  periods  give  the  momentum  to  the  Mlier 
five  voices  which  form  the  chorus,  so  that  Lepo- 
rello in  a  certain  sense  becomes  the  coriphajus  of 
the  Sextet.  He  opens  the  piece  with  a  simple 
and  vigorous  theme,  resembling  a  fugue  subject : 
Mille  torbidi  pensieri,  which  the  chorus  instantly 
repeat,  but  abridging  it  into  three  instead  of  five 
bars.  This  dialogue,  full  of  warmth  and  move- 
ment, of  imitations  and  antitheses,  goes  on  in 
this  way  under  the  greatest  variety  of  forms,  and 
at  each  new  sentence  of  the  coriphfeus  and  each 
answer  of  the  choir  brings  into  view  a  wonderful 
surprise,  a  new  trait  of  genius,  as  it  were.  Think 
of  that  outburst  of  pathetic  dissonances :  Che 
giornata  e  questa  (What  a  day  is  this !)  and  Le- 
porello's  syllabic  side-speeches :  Si  mi  salvo  in  tal 
iempesta,  &c.,  (If  I  save  myself  in  such  a  storm), 
during  which  two  little  instrumental  figures 
swiftly  alternate  molu  contrario  in  all  the  orches- 
tral parts ;  recollect  the  inexpressible  effect  of  the 
Chord,  D,  A  flat,  C  flat,  F,  with  an  E  flat  as 
fundamental  bass,  at  those  sentences  of  the  cho- 
rus :  Che  impensata  novila,  and  that  very  unex- 
pected, searching  modulation  into  D  flat  major, 
and  the  incomparable  roulade  heard  at  this 
sudden  change  of  key,  and  so  many  other  things, 
of  which  one  knows  not  how  to  praise  or  how 
express  them.  And  yet  the  composer  of  this 
music  is  but  a  man. 

After  the  dialogue  has  repeated  itself  through 


all  its  periods,  it  ceases ;  the  voices  unite  into  a 
grand  movement  in  fugued  style ;  the  two  first 
sopranos  imitate  one  another  at  the  interval  of  a 
second ;  the  tenor  stands  out  in  long  syncopes 
upon  an  obstinate  E ;  the  third  soprano  and 
the  basses  play  and  swing  upon  two  notes,  and 
the  violins  work  in  the  midst  with  all  their  nlight. 
But  what  invisible  hand  has  staid  the  orchestra  ? 
You  feel  the  rhythm  no  more ;  the  voice-parts, 
which  had  moved  on  in  a  contrapuntal  clue,  dis- 
entangle themselves  and  become  re-involved  at 
the  same  time,  through  those  knots  and  windings, 
which  the  ear  cannot  hold  fast.  One  might 
fancy  that  they  sprang  one  from  another  and 
came  together  in  the  air  at  random,  like  the 
chords  of  the  Eeolian  harp.  This  impression, 
limited  to  eight  bars  of  the  Allegro,  lasts  only  a 
few  seconds ;  heaven  opens  and  is  closed  again 
in  the  same  moment.  Long  before  the  age  at 
which  the  critical  understanding  was  unfolded 
in  me,  it  always  seemed  to  me,  whenever  I  heard 
this  piece,  as  if  sonaething  extraordinary  and 
supernatural,  which  we  could  not  see,  were 
taking  place.  But  now  I  am  convinced  that  the 
musical  instinct  of  my  childhood  had  divined  the 
well-considered,  or  perhaps  the  equally  instinct- 
ive, intention  of  Mozart.  Yes,  it  is  the  soul  of 
the  Commander,  that  has  touched  us  with  its 
breath.  Anna's  father  has  left  the  starry  regions 
of  eternity  ;  his  soul  has  winged  its  way  toward  the 
churchyard,  and  as  it  passed  has  let  a  blessing 
fall  upon  his  daughter.  All  that  the  mysteries  of 
harmony,  counterpoint  and  canon  can  afford  of 
what  is  tender,  select,  in  the  highest  degree  re- 
fined, and  in  regard  to  expression  the  least  ana- 
lyzable,  is  combined  in  these  eight  measures,  to 
make  us  realize  the  light  contact  with  the  invis- 
ible world.  After  this  follows  swiftly  the  con- 
cluding sentence ;  but  such  a  brilliant,  full- 
sounding  conclusion,  as  reminds  us  after  all  that 
we  are  listening  to  an  opera.  Everybody  must 
clap  in  applause,  for  the  maestro  will  be  re- 
warded for  his  trouble. 

Lepoeello's  Sono. 

The  vocal  symphony  is  at  an  end,  and  now 
comes  the  chapter  of  explanations.  O  wretch  ! 
O  shameless  fellow !  My  own  knees  knocked  to- 
gether, while  1  was  thinking  on  the  contrary  to 
make  this  happen  to  thy  master !  To  maul  my 
poor  husband,  ere  he  was  hardly  married !  To 
compromise  thus  a  noble  lady,  who  thought  to 
take  the  air  upon  the  arm  of  a  nobleman !  To  make 
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a  mock  of  us  all  !  Ah  !  piela,  signori  miei  (mercy, 
my  masters)  exclaims  then  the  unfortunate  rogue, 
■who  on  his  knees  sinks  almost  under  the  load  of 
accusations,  some  of  which,  and  indeed  the  heav- 
iest, are  riddles  to  him.  Less  celebrated  than  the 
Catalogue  song,  but  not  less  wonderful,  this  song 
seldom  has  the  honor  of  being  performed  upon 
the  stage,  and  it  seems  not  to  have  particularly 
attracted  th'e  attention  of  criticism.  Yet  it  de- 
serves the  commonplace,  although  perfectly  just 
praise  which  one  can  bestow  upon  nearly  all  the 
pieces  of  the  opera,  namely,  that  it  is  unique  in 
its  kind.  Unique  is  the  word,  for  we  possess  no 
other  aria  in  the  buffo  style,  which  is  more  natu- 
ral, more  speaking,  better  declaimed,  more  Italian, 
and  at  the  same  time  such  a  masterpiece  of  the 
most  involved  and  learned  Italian  style.  A  fool's 
babble  in  the  voice-part,  with  all  the  refinements 
and  calculation  of  the  orchestra.  The  identity  is 
found  here  in  the  difTerence  which  exists  between 
the  thing  that  is  said  and  the  thing  that  is  thought, 
things  which  cannot  be  the  same,  when  one  speaks 
to  lie  and  deceive.  Leporello  turns  to  his  pursuers 
one  by  one,  and  pours  out  a  whole  flood  of  ab- 
surdities with  extraordinary  glibness  of  tongue  ; 
he  knows  not  what  he  says  himself;  it  is  of  no  con- 
sequence to  him  what  he  says ;  on  the  contrary  he 
knows  very  well  what  he  designs:  namely,  to 
break  away,  the  moment  that  his  babble  has  put 
their  vigilance  to  sleep.  All  the  finenesses  of 
counterpoint  and  fugue  in  the  service  of  a  dra- 
matic intention  are  here  involved  in  depicting  the 
anxiety  of  the  good-for-nothing,  (which  hides  it- 
self under  the  zeal  of  a  fruitless  justification,)  his 
cunning  arts,  his  evasions,  his  secret  spying  out  of 
localities,  like  a  thief  on  the  lurk,  and  his  long 
and  desperate  striving  to  find  a  means  of  safety. 
The  orchestra  unrols  the  picture  of  a  laughable 
affliction,  with  a  truthfulness  of  impression  and  an 
artificiality  of  style,  which  I  for  my  part  cannot 
sufficiently  admire.  I  limit  myself  to  pointing 
out  the  leading  combinations  taken  from  the  mo- 
tive :  certo  accidente  ;  di  fuori  chiaro,  di  dentro 
oscuro,  non  c'  e  riparo,  la  porta,  il  muro  .  .  .  That 
is  the  text.  On  that  Mozart  has  built  a  canon  for 
two  voices,  which  divides  itself  between  the  singer 
and  all  the  instruments.  These  voices,  entering, 
in  the  tempo  of  an  Allegro  assai,  at  the  distance 
of  a  quarter  note  from  one  another,  execute  the 
same  figure  ;  but  the  rhythmical  accent  is  applied 
in  such  a  manner,  that,  if  one  of  the  voices  takes 
a  dotted  half  note,  a  G  for  example,  the  other 
voice,  in  imitation,  glides  upon  the  G  reduced  two 
thirds  in  length,  and  thereby  brings  the  whole 
weight  of  the  accent  upon  an  A,  which  however 
undergoes  the  same  reduction  in  the  interest  of 
a  B,  to  which  the  first  voice  afterwards  arrives, 
and  so  on.  But  the  combination  is  not  yet  ex- 
hausted. The  orchestral  parts,  which  went  to- 
gether, hasten  after  one  another ;  those,  which 
were  in  pursuit  and  flight,  become  united ;  the 
wind  instruments  abandon  the  canonical  figure 
and  take  syncopated  passages,  which  mix  up  the 
harmony  with  accidental  chords,  while  the  violins 
and  bass  keep  on  in  canon.  The  whole  orchestra 
plays  blind  man's  buff,  but  Leporello  peeps  a  little 
through  the  bandage.  He  peeps  to  such  advan- 
tage, that  we  soon  see  Masetto  with  two  super- 
numeraries on  the  floor,  and  the  prisoner  with  an 
immense  leap  over  his  three  watchmen  hastening 
.,  away  to  the  door.  11  hirbo  ha  I'  ali  ai  piedi  (the 
rascal  has  wings  to  his  feet,)  says  Masetto,  get- 
ting up. 


"  Il  mio  Tesoro." 

We  have  waited  long,  indeed  too  long,  for  the 
tenor  aria.  Ottavio  has  paid  only  an  instalment 
of  the  sum  of  enjoyment,  which  he  owes  the  pub- 
lic. Patience  !  One  loses  nothing  by  waiting  with 
such  a  debtor  as  Mozart;  capital  and  interest  are 
made  good  at  once.  Of  all  the  arias  of  the  opera, 
11  mio  tesoro  intanto  andate  a  consolar,  (Go  ye 
meanwhile  to  console  my  treasure,)  is  incompara- 
bly the  most  brilliant  for  the  singer.  A  graceful 
and  most  brilliant  melody,  which  tells  even  with 
the  most  indifferent  voice,  expressive  roulades,  sus- 
tained notes,  which  allow  the  singer  to  hold  out  a 
tone,  to  swell  it  and  let  it  gradually  die  away,  or 
even  make  a  trill  upon  it,  if  he  understands  that ; 
a  fermata,  in  which  it  is  so  easy  to  introduce  the 
runs  that  each  one  knows  best  how  to  make,  the 
falsetto  leaps  upon  the  chords  usurped  by  the  con- 
tralto, the  vocal  passages  in  fine,  which  readily 
lend  themselves  to  the  accustomed  ornaments; 
this  is  what  for  at  least  twenty  years  has  made 
of  n  mio  tesoro  the  parade  horse  of  tenors,  as 
Non  pill  andrai  has  been  that  of  baritones,  and 
Sarastro's  aria  that  of  basses.  The  fashion  per- 
ishes, but  the  aria  has  not  perished  with  it  ;  it  is 
and  it  remains  the  most  beautiful  of  tenor  airs, 
since  neither  time  nor  the  lamentable  caprice  of 
fashion  have  had  power  to  rob  it  of  its  beauty  both 
of  art  and  of  expression. 

The  character  of  ecstatic  tenderness,  with  which 
Mozart  has  suffused  the.  entire  role  of  Ottavio, 
and  to  which  the  text  here  gives  a  certain  touch  of 
heroism,  required  the  most  melodious  cantabile  in 
the  voice-part,  and  an  almost  martial  sonorous- 
ness in  the  orchestra.  Heroism  and  love  :  is  there 
anything  more  advantageous  for  a  tenor  ?  Ditele 
che  i  suoi  torti  a  vendicar  io  vado,  &c.  (Tell  her 
that  I  go  to  avenge  her  wrongs.)  That  promises 
something,  and  the  warlike  strokes  of  the  violins 
promise  still  more.  Mozart,  who  was  always  spa- 
ring in  the  use  of  words  that  are  nothing  but 
words,  and  who  knew  too  well  the  nature  of  the 
individual,  took  good  care  not  to  set  him  on  a  fiery 
charger,  with  a  helmet  on  his  head  and  lance  in 
restiS*  Ottavio  has  not  the  stern  and  choleric 
temperament,  which  commonly  makes  heroes,  par- 
ticularly operatic  heroes.  Too  much  bravura 
would  have  crushed  his  tender  breast.  He  arms 
himself  in  sooth ;  he  burns  for  the  combat ; 
he  succeeds  in  drawing  from  his  soul  some  sparks 
of  a  noble  fire ;  already  he  is  hastening  to  the 
rendezvous  of  honor,  but  on  the  way  his 
thoughts  resume  their  wonted  direction ;  and 
instead  of  the  fearful  adversary  he  sees  Anna 
in  the  threshold  of  the  battle  place.  It  is  all 
over  now  with  thoughts  of  blood.  Ottavio  is 
is  himself  again ;  love  streams  in  foaming  rou- 
lades from  his  bosom ;  he  is  intoxicated  with 
the  bliss  of  beholding  her,  with  the  hope  of  con- 
soling her,  of  continually  pleasing  her,  of  forever 
belonging  to  her :  11  mio  tesoro  intanto.  And  the 
inexorable  vow  of  revenge  !  and  the  oath  !  Cer- 
tainly she  must  be  avenged  ;  that  will  restore  her 
peace  and  bring  back  the  bloom  to  her  cheek. 
On  thee,  my  good  sword,  I  rely,  on  thee  !  But 
the  sword  appears  to  be  a  little  too  short ;  the 
sword  of  justice  will  be  somewhat  longer.  We 
will  reflect  upon  it,  we  go  out,  and  the  orchestra, 
which  has  forgotten  the  promises  of  the  hero,  re- 
peats with  much  emotion  the  sighs  of  the  lover, 
through  the  organ  of  the  clarinet  and  the  fagotto. 
What  a  precious  perfume  of  tenderness  breathes 
from  this  ritornel !  what  a  lovely  and  delightful 


strain  of  impassioned  song  we  have  been  hearing  ! 

Master,  we  recognize  the  thoughts  of  one  of  thy 
most  felicitous  and  brilliant  masterpieces.  Thy 
young  man  is  the  pearl  of  bridegrooms,  as  he  is 
of  tenors.  Who  would  not  rather  marry  an 
adored  and  an  adorable  beloved  one,  than  make 
a  compact  with  the  devil  ? 

The  Shadows  Fall. 
Ottavio's  aria  stands  as  a  boundary  stone  be- 
tween the  two  worlds,  which  the  drama  puts  in 
motion.  Threatening  and  ever  closer  gathering 
shadows  are  on  the  eve  of  letting  themselves 
down  upon  the  scene  and  overwhelming  all.  We 
have  arrived  at  the  beginning  of  the  end.  "  At 
bottom  Death  is  the  true  end  of  Life,"  said  Mozart 
in  his  last  letter  to  his  father.  The  end  was  as 
indispensable  in  an  opera,  which  includes  human 
life  complete  within  itself,  as  the  moral  in  a  fable. 
Death,  like  a  particularly  favorite  theme,  has 
been  treated  and  analyzed  in  it  under  its  various 
phases.  With  that  the  work  begins,  and  that 
makes  the  conclusion.  In  the  overture  it  was 
death,  that  presented  itself  at  the  entrance  of  the 
theme ;  in  the  introduction  death  is  presented  to 
the  eye  through  the  combat  in  which  a  fleeting 
life  vanishes  before  us ;  in  the  Sextet  it  is  the  dy- 
ing out  of  a  mortally  wounded  heart,  which 
yearns  for  the  grave,  the  last  refuge  of  the  miser- 
able. But  there  is  still  a  third  image  of  Death, 
whose  aspect  is  the  most  terrible  that  can  be  seen  ; 
Death  personified.  Death  that  comes  to  one  like 
an  individualized  thing,  like  that  animated  nothing, 
which  seizes  upon  one  in  the  dark,  when  one 
cannot  sleep,  or  when  one  suddenly  awakens  in  a 
frightful  dream,  which  covers  him  with  a  cold 
sweat  and  crushes  him  alive  under  the  weight  of 
the  earth,  which  will  not  cover  him.  This  night- 
mare, a  thousand  times  more  terrible  than  the 
physical  night-mare,  never  yet  visited  any  one  by 
the  clear  light  of  the  sun.  Mozart,  who  often 
saw  the  phantom,  is  now  about  to  lend  it  a  body  ; 
he  is  about  to  use  it  for  the  resolution,  for  the 
moral  justification,  for  the  development  and  mir- 
acle of  a  drama,  which  only  could  and  should  be 
undertaken  under  this  condition. 

The  Statue  in  the  Church  Yakd. 
The. scene  changes  after  Ottavio's  exit;  it  rep- 
resents the  inside  of  a  church  yard,  which  we  have 
already  seen  in  the  perspective.  On  both  sides 
appear,  in  picturesque  confusion,  monuments,  urns 
with  inscriptions  and  emblems;  here  and  there 
some  shrubbery.  A  ruined  wall,  here  but  a  few 
feet  high,  there  of  a  man's  height,  is  visible 
through  the  trees.  Quite  in  the  background  is 
the  statue  of  the  Commendatore,  sharply  outlined 
in  the  moonlight.  As  soon  as  the  scene  is  clearly 
made  out,  you  see  Don  Juan,  pursued  by  the  offi- 
cers of  justice,  or  it  may  be  by  a  former  sweet- 
heart, entering  with  a  light  bound  over  the  wail. 
The  miscarriages  of  the  day  have  not  changed  his 
indestructible  humor.  It  is  not  yet  late,  at  the 
most  but  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  What  a 
glorious  night  for  running  after  adventures  !  Le- 
porello, who  has  tracked  his  master's  footsteps, 
enters  in  the  same  manner.  Great  is  the  joy  of 
our  heroes  to  find  themselves  together  again. 
Giovanni  relates  to  his  companion  the  adventures 
in  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  follow  him ; 
and  since  the  story  seems  a  good  one  to  him,  in- 
asmuch as  it  is  rather  mortifying  to  his  listener, 
he  breaks  out  into  a  convulsive  laugh,  that  pro- 
longs itself  beyond  all  bounds ;   and  upon  this 
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convulsive  laugh  fall  the  words  of  the  Chorale 
strain  :  Di  rider  finirai  pria  dell'  aurora,  (Thou 
shalt  cease  to  laugh  before  the  dawn.) 

What  delirious  conceptions,  what  preternatural 
dreams  the  imagination  would  have  had  to  sum- 
mon to  its  aid,  to  produce  with  words  anything 
like  the  impression  of  these  four  bars  of  Adagio, 
this  fearful  contrast,  which  marks  the  transition 
from  the  real  to  the  ideal  world  in  our  opera ! 

*  *  «  *  #  You  hear  passionless,  dead 
words  sound  forth  from  the  grave,  to  which  a 
change  of  the  chord  upon  each  syllable,  a  terrible 
dismembering  of  the  harmony,  lends  an  inde- 
scribably strange  semblance  of  life,  which  is  like 
the  absolute  opposite  of  life.  And  therein  lies 
the  wonder,  that  is  to  say  the  harmonizing  of  two 
essentially  contradictory  thoughts.  The  voice 
closes,  spectre-like,  with  the  dominant  of  the  key, 
struck  with  the  major  third.  This  is  a  church 
cadence ;  it  belongs  to  eternity,  which  know  no 
minor,  type  of  earthly  instability.  Bi  rider  finirai 
pria  dell'  aurora. 

At  this  oracular  utterance  Giovanni  for  the 
first  time  feels  a  terror,  that  strikes  to  the  inmost 
marrow  of  his  iron  constitution.  Chi  va  la! 
Chi  va  la!  (Who  goes  there?),  and  the  voice, 
receding,  answers  him  in  the  same  tempo  of  Adagio, 
whose  3-4  measure  appears  shortened  by  the  dis- 
tance :  Ribaldo,  audace,  lascia  ai  morii  lapace  (Ri- 
bald, audacious,  leave  the  dead  in  peace).  The 
animated  nothing  lets  its  voice  be  heard  still  more 
frightfully  in  a  second  verse,  and  again  the  ca- 
dence of  eternity  closes  the  half-opened  grave. 
The  accompaniment  of  the  chorale,  placed  be- 
hind the  statue,  is  distinguished  from  all  the  rest 
not  only  by  the  acoustic  coloring,  but  by  the  hai'- 
mony.  The  oboes  and  clarinets  strengthen  the 
spectral  music  in  the  upper  octaves;  the  most 
mournful  chords  of  the  fagotto  are  married  in 
the  middle  with  the  sighs  of  the  tenor  trombones  ; 
and  the  bass  trombone  thunders  in  heavy  tones 
upon  the  fundamental  notes. 

The  eifect  of  this  Chorale  is  the  loftiest  and 
most  searching,  that  can  be  heard  upon  the  stage  ; 
indeed  for  certain  organizations,  especially  in 
early  youth,  it  is  too  powerful.  I  knew  a  person 
who  at  the  age  of  twelve  or  thirteen  heard  "  Don 
Juan  "  for  the  first  time  and  was  almost  sick  for 
several  days  in  consequence.  The  fearful  Cho- 
rale had  so  fastened  on  his  brain,  that  it  contin- 
ually sounded  in  him  from  beginning  to  end ;  a 
painful  experience,  even  when  the  music  is  of 
an  agreeable  character. 

Search  through  all  the  spectres,  phantoms, 
ghosts  and  cobolds,  which  have  spoken,  after 
Mozart,  on  the  lyric  stage;  try  to  realize  the 
enormous  expenditure  of  means,  that  'have  been 
applied,  to  make  us  believe  in  these  apparitions. 
But  neither  decorations  and  machinery,  nor  the 
different  instruments  which  have  been  used  spe- 
cially and  solely  upon  these  occasions,  nor  all  the 
attempts  of  our  modern  composers  with  all  the 
wealth  of  means  at  their  disposal,  have  sufficed 
to  awaken  the  impression  which  Mozart  under- 
stood how  to  make.  We  content  ourselves  with 
citing  only  the  most  famous  among  them,  which 
we  have  heard,  such  as  the  apparition  of  the  en- 
chantress in  the  Geisterinsel  of  Zumsteeg,  the 
classical  apparition  of  Ninus  in  Rossini's  Semi- 
ramide,  the  infernal  dance  with  the  other  diabo- 
lisms in  Rohert  le  Diable,  and  the  devil  scenes  in 
the  Freyschiitz,  which  last  in  our  opinion  stand 
far  above  those  of  Meyerbeer  and  many  others. 


Now,  we  will  wager,  that  the  Commendatore  will 
outUve  all  his  I'ivals  from  the  other  world,  since 
he  is  beyond  dispute  the  deadest  in  the  whole 
company. 

The  Invitation. 
Of  all  the  thoughts  of  the  poem  the  invitation 
to  supper,  which  Don  Juan  addresses  to  the  statuei 
is  without  doubt  the  absurdest.     Da  Ponte  saw  fit 
to  indulge   in  this  extravaganza,  and  handed  it 
over  to  his  coUaborateur,  to  make  it  enjoyable  if 
possible.     But   Mozart   had  provided  for  it  from 
the   outset.      Don   Juan,  as   constructed  by  the 
music,  is  something  more  or  something  less  than  a 
man.     All  that  precedes  in  the  role  and  in   the 
character  connects  itself  musically  by  an  admira- 
ble  logic   with   the  invitation   scene.      Giovanni 
could  not  resist  a  certain  tremor  at  the  words  of 
the  spectre ;  and  this  inward  emotion,  badly  veiled 
in  the  recitative,  is  for  him  something  new,  which 
disturbs  and  tortures  him  far  more  than  the  mira- 
cle which  he  has  seen  with  his  own  eyes.     He  feel 
fear  !  he,  who  with  such  mighty  and  real  convic- 
tion in  the  finale  of  the  first  act  said  :    Se  cadesse 
ancora  il  inondo,  nulla  mai  temermi  fa,  (If  the 
world  should  fall,   &o. !)     Pride  comes  to  the  aid 
of  the  wavering  giant.     Read  the  inscription  on 
the  monument,  he  says  to  his  shivering   servant, 
and  instantly  appears  in  burning  chai'acters  the 
vengeance-craving  motto.     No  i  no !  no  !  he  says 
then  to  himself,  all  this  idle  hocus-pocus  has  lost 
its  charm  by  repetition.      Thou  shalt   be    twice 
conquered,  miserable  grey-beard.     I  shall  quail  as 
little  before  thy  scolding  shadow,   as  before  thy 
feeble  sword.     Leporello !  tell  him  he  must  come 
to  supper  with  me  this  evening.     Is  not  this  the 
height  of  self-delusion,  the  delirium  of  a  perverse 
strength,  exerting  itself  the  more  because  it  was 
upon  the  point  of  wavering  ?    A  blind  rage  has 
got  the  mastery  in   Giovanni's  heart ;    his  blood, 
which  for  a  moment  had   stood  still  in  his  veins 
now  boils ;  he  has  the  fever  on  him  and  he  keeps 
on  laughing ;   he  jokes,  and  in  sheer  joke  he  w'lU 
stab  his  servant,  who  is  too   slow  to  execute   his 
mad  commands.     We  have  thought  it  necessary 
to  make  these  physiological  remarks,  in   order  to 
explain,  as  far  as  possible,  the  indefinable  charac- 
ter of  the   piece   which  follows  ;   a   composition 
which   has   nothing   in   common  with  the   effect 
which  the  miracle  must  have  produced  upon  any 
other  person  but  Don  Juan  ;  a  composition,  which 
is  at  once  comical  and  fearful,  brilliant  and  mys- 
tical, full  of  enticements  for  the  ear,  and  of  allu- 
sions to  the  second  sight ;   a  farce,  one   will  say, 
enacted  in  the  churchyard,  for  the  entertainment 
of  the  departed ;    something  that  has  no  name  : 
0  statua  gentilissima. 

If  we  consider  only  the  text  and  the  declama- 
tion of  the  vocal  parts,  the  poetical  thought  of  the 
duet  is  simple  enough,  although  it  is  faithfully  and 
energetically  reproduced  by  the  composer.  On 
the  one  side  Giovanni,  who  maintains  all  the 
decorum  of  a  cold  and  sarcastic  dauntlessness,  in 
spite  of  the  mental  agitation  which  he  betrays, 
and  which  moreover  is  expressed  in  the  vivacity 
of  the  tempo,  the  wandering  motion  of  the  instru- 
mental figures  and  even  the  undecided  key  of  E 
major ;  on  the  other  side  Leporello,  who,  placed 
betwixt  the  speaking  statue  and  his  master's  ra- 
pier, as  between  two  fires,  has  no  motive,  he,  poor 
devil,  to  conceal  the  two-fold  mortal  terror  that 
torments  him.  Contrasts  of  this  sort  always 
were  with  Mozart  an  occasion  for  a  splendid  tri- 
umph.   In   the  whole  duet  the  two  voices  have 


but  one  passage  in  common :  CoUa  viarmorea 
testa  ei  fa  cost,  cost,  (With  his  marble  head  he 
does  so,  so,)  where  the  rising  and  falling  of  the 
melodic  intervals,  together  with  the  rhythm,  imi- 
tate the  motion  of  the  statue's  head.  But  although 
the  performers  sing  the  same  melody,  yet  they 
must  give  it  a  very  different  expression.  Lepo- 
rello imitates  mechanically  what  he  has  seen,  as  a 
scared  monkey  might  do;  Giovanni,  mocking  him, 
sings  in  a  tone  of  most  contemptuous  irony;  his 
head  sinks  and  raises  itself  proudly. 

The  piece,  thus  far  as  intelligible  and  theatrical 
as  the  music  could  make  it,  only  becomes  fantas- 
tical and  undefinable  through  the  instrumentation. 
For  a  moment  only,  just  one  measure,  is  the  duet, 
through  the  yes  of  the  Commendatore,  made  a 
supernatural  Terzet.  This  answer  of  the  spec- 
tre has  had  its  influence  on  the  instrumentation, 
as  it  could  not  but  have ;  yet  it  has  left  only  a 
few  brief  traces  of  itself  behind ;  before  and 
after  it,  we  hear  some  passages  in  the  orchestra 
which  bear  no  decided  relation  either  to  the  gen- 
eral effect  of  the  situation,  or  to  the  three  speak- 
ing persons :  figures,  which  are  now  lively  and 
brilliant,  now  moody  and  fantastical ;  chords  of  the 
wind  instruments,  which  close  in  a  very  peculiar 
manner  and  with  a  mystical  charm  upon  an  abrupt 
cadence  from  B  major  to  C  major ;  strokes  of 
the  violas,  which  hum  upon  the  lowest  string,  like 
a  bass  phantom,  with  an  air  of  jocund  repose,  that 
makes  a  shudder  creep  over  one.  Apparently 
the  orchestra  here  expresses  relations,  which  are 
not  indicated  in  the  drama  and  which  cannot  be 
even  silently  implied  there.  Could  Mozart  have 
executed  anything  so  wonderfully  beautiful,  with- 
out connecting  any  thought  with  it  ?  What  if  the 
voice  from  the  monument  had  found  echoes  in  the 
surrounding  graves!  if  by  the  fearful  and  re- 
vengeful tones  of  the  shadow  other  gentler  spirits 
were  awakened  ?  spirits  of  maidens  who  depart- 
ed before  the  age  of  the  emotions  of  love,  souls 
of  little  children,  who  died  in  their  nurses'  arms, 
that  pale  and  indifferent  crowd,  yet  happy  that  it 
has  not  more  to  live,  which  hovers  about  the  man 
of  marble  and  in  ghastly  complacency  looks  on 
scenes  from  this  life,  of  which  it  understands  no- 
thing I 

[To  be  continued.] 


Opera  and  Oratorio  contrasted. 

(From  Willis's  Musical  World.) 

The  Opera  and  Oratorio  are  beginning  to  be 
such  popular  styles  of  public  performance  in  this 
country,  that  a  brief  comparison  of  the  two  may 
not  be  unwelcome  to  our  readers. 

The  general  features  of  musical  structure  aro 
the  same  in  both.  In  other  respects  they  vastly 
differ.  They  are  alike  in  the  following  partic- 
ulars : 

1.  An  instrumental  overture  or  introduction; 
sometimes,  also,  in  bflth  this  is  omitted.  Rossini 
once  told  a  young  man  in  pursuit  of  musical 
knowledge  under  difficulties,  that  the  best  way  of 
writing  an  overture  to  his  opera,  which  in  other 
respects  was  completed,  was  to  write  none  at  all — 
a  course  which  with  great  comfort  and  satisfaction 
to  himself  he  had  pursued  in  one  of  his  own 
operas. 

2.  The  plot  is  generally  a  progressive  one : 
but  in  the  opera  a  sharper  climax  is  often  sought, 
the  finale  being  an  exciting  catastrophe  of  some 
kind.  This  is  often  the  case  with  oratorios ;  like 
Bach's  oratorios  of  the  Passion  of  our  Lord, 
which  close  with  his  crucifixion.  But  in  the  ora- 
torio a  succession  of  sacred  scenes  may  also  be 
presented,  without  any  very  exciting  climax, 
such  as  we  look  for  in  works  calculated  for  dra- 
matic action — like  operas. 

3.  The  subject,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  worked 
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up  into  choruses,  recitatives,  duets,  trios,  and 
concerted  pieces  of  all  kinds,  in  precisely  the 
same  manner  both  in  the  opera  and  the  ora- 
torio. 

But  here  the  parallel  seems  to  end.  The  two 
differ  essentially  in  the  following  respects: 

1.  In  the  choice  of  subject.  In  the  opera, 
human  love,  in  its  thousand  changeful  aspects  of 
joy  and  sorrow,  fortune  and  misfortune,  success 
and  failure  is  ordinarily  presented.  The  most 
elevated  and  dignified  phase  of  this  ever  embod- 
ied is,  perhaps,  Beethoven's  opera  of  Fidelio, 
in  which  not  the  sentimental  history  of  two  lovers 
is  portrayed,  but  the  sublime  fidelity  of  a  wife  to 
her  husband,  and  her  rescue  of  his  life  at  the 
last,  from  the  hand  of  a  powerful  adversary.  In 
the  oratorio  the  Divine  love  is  oftenest  portrayed, 
or  such  subjects  and  histories  as  delineate  this 
love.  To  this  distinctive  choice  of  subjects — ^it 
must  be  stated,  however — there  are  exceptions. 
In  a  few  instances  sacred  subjects  have  been  se- 
lected by  prominent  operatic  composers,  and 
wrought  up  in  opera  form,  with  all  the  distinctive 
features  of  operatic  and  dramatic  treatment. 
Such,  for  instance,  are  the  sacred  operas  of  Jo- 
seph and  his  Brethren,  by  Mehul ;  and  Moses  in 
Egypt,  by  Kossini.  These  works,  of  course,  it  is 
understood,  are  only  sacred  in  subject;  they  are 
essentially  operatic  in  style  of  composition  and 
musical  effect. 

2.  The  opera  and  the  oratorio  differ  radically 
(as  stated  in  the  foregoing  paragraph)  in  style  of 
composition  and  musical  treament.  In  the  opera, 
the  free  or  secular  style  is  adopted ;  in  the  ora- 
torio, the  strict  or  sacred  style.  A  consequent 
marked  contrast  of  effect  (which,  after  all,  con- 
stitutes the  difference  between  sacred  and  secu- 
lar music)  is  thus  produced.  It  is  true  that  Mo- 
zart, in  his  overture  to  Zauherflole  treats  a 
subject  in  a  fugued  style  ;  but  it  is  such  a  fugue 
as  one  might  very  well  dance  to,  and  exceedingly 
un-church  like,  and  opera  like  (as  it  should  be) 
in  movement.  It  is  also  true  that  in  much  ora- 
torial  composition  we  find  music  written  in  the 
free  style :  as  to  progression  of  parts,  etc.  But 
then  the  coloring,  even  here,  is  sacred  and  reli- 
gions: unmistakably  so,  in  all  genuine  oratorial 
composers. 

3.  The  subject  of  opera  is  always  selected  and 
treated  with  a  view  to  exciting  dramatic  action 
and  stage  effect.  In  the  oratorio  we  have  no  ac- 
tion and  no  stage  eflect.  The  climaxes  in  orato- 
rios are  all  musical,  excepi  such  intellectual  or 
emotional  climaxes  as  are  induced  by  the  sacred 
text  itself 

In  these  important  respects,  therefore,  do  the 
opera  and  oratorio  differ. 

We  may  state,  that  we  often  witnessed,  while  in 
Germany,  the  simple  and  touching  opera  of  Joseph 
and  his  Brethren  on  the  Frankfort  stage.  It  was 
regularly  given  once  or  twice  a  year.  The  action 
and  scenic  effect  were  simple  and  quiet  while  the 
music,  though  also  simple  and  quiet,  is  conceived 
of  course  in  the  old  opera  style  ;  such  as  we  should 
expect  from  Mehul. 

Works  like  Joseph  and  Moses  in  Egypt  are  al- 
ways looked  upon  as  sacred  in  subject  only  ;  they 
are  essentially  secular  and  operatic  in  musical 
style  and  in  the  effect  produced  upon  the  auditors. 
Such  works  can  never  be  regarded,  of  course,  as 
oratorios,  having  been  originally  conceived  as 
operas  by  the  composers,  and  intended  for-  dra- 
matic action.  We  never,  therefore,  ever  heard  in 
the  land  of  oratorios — Germany — of  a  sacred 
musical  association  (like  the  celebrated  Ccecilien- 
Verein  in  Frankfort,  for  instance,  which  Mendels- 
sohn so  much  frequented,)  undertaking  the  study 
of  the  opera  of  Joseph  and  his  Brethren,  or  Moses 
in  Egypt — sacred  as  the  subject  is — for  the  pur- 
pose of  presenting  it  as  an  oratorio.  They  would 
have  incurred  nothing  but  ridicule  by  so  doing. 
We  heard  however  of  Rossini's  Moses  in  Egypt 
being  performed  on  a  German  stage  by  a  musical 
association,  where  simply  the  music  was  given 
without  the  action,  use  being  made,  however,  of 
appropriate  scenery  as  background.  This  is  the 
nearest  approach  we  ever  knew  the  Germans  to 
make  toward  turning  opera  into  oratorio.  They 
certainly  never  went  so  far  as  to  substitute  the 
name  of  one  for  the  other. 


It  seems  to  have  been  reserved  for  this  country, 
(where,  as  the  land  of  Edwards,  we  have  natur- 
ally perhaps  greater  freedom  of  the  musical  will) 
to  present  an  opera  like  Moses  in  Egypt  as  an 
oratorio — though  of  course  no  more  an  oratorio  in 
musical  style,  and  in  absolute  effect  upon  the  audi- 
tors than  the  Barber  of  Seville  ;  or  half  as  much 
so  as  the  majestic  opera  of  Semiramide. 

The  wish  has  often  been  expressed  by  the  gra- 
ver classes  of  our  music-loving  Americans,  that 
operas  might  be  presented  to  them  in  public  per- 
formance musically  only — the  dramatic  action  be- 
ing omitted.  They  wish  to  hear  the  music,  but  do 
not  care  for,  or  approve  of,  the  rest  of  it.  We 
find  this  a  very  natural  and  reasonable  idea  on 
their  part.  And  why  not?  It  strikes  us  that  it 
might  prove  a  very  successful  enterprise.  Only 
■ — let  us  not  call  the  Barber  of  Seville  and  Ma- 
saniello  and  Norma  and  Favorita  or  even  Moses 
in  Egypt  an  oratorio  :  for  the  simple  reason,  that 
each  of  these,  like  others  of  their  class,  were  con- 
ceived, and  originally  launched  upon  the  world, 
and  called  operas,  by  their  composers — who  ought 
best  to  know  what  they  are ;  for  what  they  were 
intended  ;  and  what  name  belonged  to  them.  Call 
them  rather  concert  operas — if  you  will ;  or  any- 
thing to  designate  that  they  are  operas  with  an 
omission  of  the  action  and  the  scenery. 


llttdiTiil  C0rrispniinu£. 


From  HEW  XOBK. 
March  12. — Last  Saturday  was  the  evening  of 
our  third  Philharmonic  concert,  at  which  was  as- 
sembled a  still  larger  audience  than  at  the  one  pre- 
ceding. The  programme  was  very  attractive,  and 
read  as  follows  : 

PART  I. 

Symphony  No.  2,  in  G  minor, W.  A.  Mozart.* 

RecitatiTO  and  Aria,  from  the  Opera  "Guttenberg,". .  .Fuchs. 

Mr.  Philip  Mayer. 
Aria  :  "  Per  pieta,"  from  the  Opera  "  Cosi  fan  tutti,"  Mozart. 

Mrs.  Georgidna  R  Stuart. 

Concerto  No.  5,  for  the  Piano,  in  E  flat,  op,  73,. . .  .Beethoven. 

Mr.  Gustave  Satter. 

PART  II. 

Overture  to  "  Kuy  Bias,"  In  C,  op.  65, MendeLssohn. 

English  Ballad:  "  Winged  Messenger," Fesca. 

Mrs.  Georgiana  li.  Stuart. 
Aria:  " Der  Kriegeslust  ergeben,"  from  "  Jessonda,".  .Spohr. 

Mr.  Philip  Mayer. 
Overture  to  "  Olympia," Spontini. 

Pity,  though,  that  the  execution  was  in  most 
points  far  from  good.  In  all  the  orchestral  parts 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Eiefeld,  on  account  of  severe 
illness,  was  sadly  perceptible.  The  members  of  the 
orchestra  are  accustomed  to  his  direction,  and  he 
has  more  control  over  them,  and  is  less  lenient 
than  Mr.  Timm,  whose  good  nature  often  reaches 
too  far.  Nevertheless,  in  the  Symphony  and  the 
last  Overture  this  was  less  felt ;  they  went  quite 
well  ;  particularly  when  compared  to  the  render- 
ing of  them  at  even  that  morning's  rehearsal. — 
But  Ruy  Bias,  in  itself  the  least  interesting  of 
Mendelssohns's  overtures,  was  not  done  justice  to 
at  all,  and  the  vocal  pieces  were  really  spoiled  by 
the  loud  and  coarse  accompaniment  of  hardly  half 
the  orchestra.  Besides,  both  Mrs.  Stuakt  and 
Mr.  Mater  seemed  not  in  very  good,  or  rather  not 
in  very  strong  voice.  For  the  former  all  allowances 
must  be  made,  she  having  very  recently  met  with 
a  severe  domestic  affliction,  under  the  influence 
of  which  I  only  wondered  at  her  being  able  to  sing 
at  all.  She  hardly  did  herself  justice,  in  spite  of 
an  evident  endeavor  to  do  her  best ;  yet  she  looked 
so  sad  and  weary  that  my  heart  ached  for  her. 

Mr.  Mayer's  aria  from  Guttenberg  was  rather 
tedious,  and  though  that  from  Jessonda  was  sung 
"  by  request,"    yet  I  think  the  greater  part  of  the 

*  I  cannot  refrahi  from  mentioning  that  this  is  the  first 
time  in  the  six  years  of  my  associate  membership,  that 
an  entire  Symphony  of  Mozart  has  been  performed  by 
the  Pliilharmonic  Society,  wliile  Spohr's  "  Consecration 
of  Sounds"  has  been  upon  the  programme  no  less  than 
three  times. 


audience  would  have  preferred  to  hear  something 
which  had  not  been  sung  twice  last  winter. 

I  have  left  the  best  to  the  last.  Beethoven's 
grandest  Concerto,  performed  by  Mr.  Satter  in  a 
manner  that  completely  carried  away  the  audience, 
and  inspired  the  orchestra  so  that  their  accompani- 
ment did  not,  at  least,  spoil  the  effect  of  the  piano. 

Of  Mr.  Satter's  playing  I  do  not  know  how  to 
say  enough.  He  has  taken  the  "  appreciative" 
musical  world  of  our  city  by  storm,-  and  can  boast 
of  a  success  which  no  pianist  of  his  class  (that  is, 
not  a  mere  light-fingered  virtuoso]  has  ever  met 
with  here.  He  has  appeared  before  our  best,  most 
competent  musical  audiences  three  times  in  two 
weeks,  and  each  time  has  won  the  most  enthusias- 
tic and  unbounded  applause,  and  been  called  out 
and  encored,  only  to  take  his  final  departure  amid 
renewed  vehement  demonstrations  of  satisfaction. 
Such  things  are  encouraging,  are  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Satter's  rendering  of  the  Concerto  was  mas- 
terly throughout.  In  the  first  movement  he  intro- 
duced a  celebrated  cadenza  composed  for  the  con- 
certo by  Liszt,  in  truly  Lisztian  style,  which  might 
have  seemed  out  of  place,  had  it  not  served  as  a 
foil  to  the  beauty  of  its  surroundings.  Towards 
its  end,  as  light  gradually  broke,  and  at  last,  in  a 
perfectly  etherial  pianissimo  of  high  notes,  the 
theme  re-appeared,  there  was  a  breathless  hush 
throughout  the  whole  house,  until,  with  the  joining 
in  of  the  orchestra,  there  was  one  deep,  long-drawn 
breath,  and  all  gave  vent  to  the  most  unqualified 
admiration. 

The  Adagio  was — Beethovenish  !  I  can  think  of 
no  higher  praise;  and  then  came  the  wild,  spark- 
ling Rondo,  which,  like  that  in  the  Sonata,  op.  26, 
which  follows  the  funeral  march,  brings  the  neces- 
sary relief  to  the  nerves  strung  to  the  highest  ten- 
sion by  the  sublime  beauty  of  the  preceding  move- 
ment. 

On  being  called  out,  Mr.  Satter  played  a  very 
elaborate  and  difiicuU  Fantasia  upon  the  "  Wed- 
ding March"  of  Mendelssohn,  which,  as  that  theme 
is  a  general  favorite  with  our  public,  won  him  re- 
newed applause.  .  Bornonis. 

March  13.  Opera  matters  are  beginning  to  be- 
come a  little  more  settled,  although  hardly  anything 
is  certain.  Ole  Bull  has  made  no  reply  to  the 
resolutions  alluded  to  in  my  last,  and  he  has  no  occa- 
sion to  do  so ;  for  the  universal  opinion  in  New 
York  is  that  he  is  "  more  sinned  against  than  sinning." 
Those  persons,  or  rather  that  person  who  got  up  the 
meeting,  has  so  often  had  similar  resolutions  passed 
with  respect  to  himself,  that  he  is  quite  au  fait  in  pre- 
paring them.  I  see  that  Ole  Bull  has  sworn  to  the 
following  facts  in  the  Fry  vs.  Bennet  case  :  That 
he  furnished  Strakosch  with  $8000  in  drafts,  for 
the  purpose  of  going  to  Europe  to  engage  artists. 
That  when  Brignioli  arrived  he  sent  his  agent  to 
him,  but  was  informed  by  him  that  his  (Bull's)  name 
had  not  been  mentioned  by  Strakosch  in  his  engage- 
ment, and  that  he  (Strakosch)  had  represented  him- 
self to  be  the  sole  manager  of  all  the  theatres  in  New 
York  and  vicinity.  Bull  also  deposed  that  he  is  in- 
formed that  S.  has  gone  to  Austria  to  visit  his  rela- 
tives, although  he  should  have  returned  to  the  United 
States.     It  is  decidedly  a  nice  state  of  affairs. 

Last  night  Lucia  was  given  for  the  benefit  of  the 
employe's.  The  house  was  quite  full  for  the  Acad- 
emy,  and   the   performances .    Brignioli,  the 

new  tenor,  did  not  please  very  much.  He  has  a  fine 
voice  but  does  not  seem  to  know  how  to  use  it  to 
advantage.  For  Wedncsd.iy  Lucia  is  again  adver- 
tised, under  whose  managemen  it  is  not  said,  though 
I  understand  it  is  nominally  under  a  committee  of 
stock-holders;  but  in  reality  MaxMaretzek  has  the 
whole  charge. 

Of  the  late  Gbisi  troupe,  Sdsini  sailed  for  Eu- 
rope on  Wednesday,  and  Donovani  and  several 
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others  -on  Saturday.  I  understand  their  contract 
prohibited  tliem  from  accepting  of  another  engage- 
ment in  America,  under  the  pain  of  forfeiture  of 
their  return  passage. 

This  evening  twelve  nights  of  German  Opera,  of 
which  I  told  you  in  my  last,  commence  at  Niblo's. 
Flotow's  Martha  is  to  be  given  with  about  the 
same  cast  as  in  the  Boweiy.  They  should  however 
get  a  better  prima  donna  than  Mme.  Siedenbueg. 
Her  voice  is  much  too  weak  for  such  a  house  as 
Niblo's.  I  hear  that  there  are  subscribers  enough  to 
guarantee  the  expenses,  so  that,  if  the  company  be  a 
good  one,  the  season  will  no  doubt  be  successful. 

To  chronicle  the  musical  matters  of  New  Orleans 
does  not  exactly  come  within  the  sphere  of  my  du- 
ties. Nevertheless  I  wish  to  mention  that  I  see  that 
L'Etoile  du  Nord  was  to  be  given  there,  at  the  French 
Opera  House,  on  the  5th  iust.  for  the  first  time  in 
America,  having  'been  under  close  study  and  re- 
hearsal for  several  weeks.  As  to  the  artists  who 
gave  it,  I  am  unable  to  inform  you.  K. 

March  14. — I  send  you  a  supplement  to  my  let- 
ter of  yesterday,  to  announce  the  successful  open- 
ing of  German  Opera  last  evening.  Although  the 
weather  was  as  bad  as  any  we  have  had  this  win- 
ter, yet  the  house  was  more  than  two-thirds  full, 
and  the  audience  being  seated  wholly  in  the  par- 
quette  and  first  and  second  tiers,  what  emptiness 
there  was  was  not  apparent.  Martha  was  the 
opera. 

Mr.  JulicsUngeii  directed  the  orchestra,  which 
played  much  better  than  most  of  our  opera  orches- 
tras. The  chorus  was  better  and  larger  than  that 
of  the  Gkisi  troupe,  though  I  recognized  many  of 
the  same  persons  in  it.  All  the  solo  performers 
pleased  me  much  more  than  in  the  Bowery.  The 
following  was  the  caste  : 

Lady  Harriet  Durham,  Mme.  Siedeneurg;  Nan- 
cy, Mile.  Martini  D'Oemy;  Lord  Tristan,  Mr. 
Behringee;    Lionel,    Mr.    Quint;    Plunkett,   Mr. 

VlNCKE. 

Mme.  Siedenburg  sang  "  The  Last  Rose  of  Sum- 
mer" very  beautifully  and  was  deservedly  encored, 
as  was  also  D'Ormy's  :  Jdgerin,  frisch  im  Sinn. 
Mr.  Quint  did  much  better  than  he  does  in  Italian 
opera,  where  he  sings  as  Signor  Quinto. 

Among  the  audience  were  many  of  our  fashion- 
able opera  habitues,  and  a  large  number  of  our 
German  population,  from  the  rich  importer  to  the 
industrious  mechanic.  And  this  is  the  fact  which 
will  render  a  permanent  German  opera  more  suc- 
cessful than  an  Italian  one,  because,  besides  fash- 
ionable patronage,  the  former  will  always  have 
the  support  of  a  large  portion  of  our  population. 

The  performances  will  be  continued  on  the  off 
nights  of  the  Academy.  Niblo's  being  engaged  for 
Thursday,  however,  Martha  will  be  repeated  next 
Saturday;  and  I  advise  allyonr  readers,  who  would 
have  a  pleasant  evening,  to  attend.  r. 
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Diary  Abroad.— Wo.  11. 

Feb.  4th. — As  I  pore  over  the  old  volumes  of  the  Leip- 
eei(/er  Musikalische  Zeitimg,  how  vividly  the  pleasure  I 
had  years  agone  in  the  College  library  at  Cambridge  in 
reading  last  century  history,  literary,  scientific  and  po- 
litical, in  the  periodicals  of  the  day,  comes  back  to  mem- 
ory. Bless  those  old  magazines!  There  is  the  Genile- 
man's  Magazine  for  more  than  a  hundred  years  ago,  with 
Dr.  Johnson's  Debates  in  the  Senate  of  Liliput;  in  the 
reviews  of  that  day,  the  Doctor,  and  Dr.  Goldsmith  and 
all  that  literary  galaxy,  are  shining  with  that  kind  of 
light,  which  precedes  the  halo  of  fame.  Another  old 
publication  will  give  you  the  first  intimation  of  Mr. 
Franklin's  or  Mr.  Herschell's  discoveries,  of  the  produc- 
tion of  an  oratorio,  words  by  Milton,  music  by  Mr.  Hen- 
del,  (as  the  name  was  often  then  spelled — for  that  is  the 
true  pronunciation  of  it) ;  in  other  publications  you  see 
the  American  Revolution  gradually  brewing,  though  all 
that  pertained  to  America  was  of  amazingly  small  im- 


portance in  comparison  with  the  doings  of  the  Pi'ussian 
king,  Frederick  II.,  he  who  sent  the  sword  to  Washington 
with  the  inscription;  "The  oldest  General  to  the  great- 
est,"— (if  the  anecdote  be  authentic.)  And  so  on,  how 
many  hours  have  I  enjoyed  history  and  biography  in 
that  way  1 

To  one  whose  thoughts  dwell  upon,  and  whose  tastes 
lead  him  to,  musical  history  and  biography,  it  is  worth  a 
couple  of  years'  residence  in  Germany  just  to  learn  the 
language,  so  as  to  read  the  musical  periodical  mentioned 
above.  It  covers  a  space  of  just  half  a  century.  When 
it  began,  Mozart  was  recently  gone!  But  Father 
Haydn  was  still  on  the  stage,  and  the  first  volume  of  the 
Ztitung  contains  an  account  of  the  first  public  perform- 
ance of  the  '*  Creation."  Beethoven  is  known  as  a 
great  pianist — the  Liszt  of  his  day;  but  few  of  his  works 
with  opus  numbers  having  yet  appeared,  some  of  which 
in  the  early  volumes  of  our  journal  give  occasion  to  the 
critics  to  tell  him  some  severe  truths. 

From  that  time  to  1848,  no  single  publication  in  any 
language  can  compare  with  this  as  furnishing  material 
for  musical  history  and  biography.  What  a  vast,  vast 
number  of  names  are  there  to  be  found,  ninety  and  nine 
of  which,  once  of  importance,  now  are  utterly  forgotten, 
while  the  hundredth  fills  ever  more  space,  gi'ows  more 
and  more  important,  and  all  doubt  as  to  its  true  position 
in  the  art  ceases.  Somebody  writes  a  letter  from  Italy, 
and  tellsof  a  wonderful  violinist:  by  and  bye  every  num- 
ber has  something  to  say  about  Fagasini.  Some  other 
body  sends  news  of  an  attempt  to  establish  Italian  opera 
in  New  York, and  Maria  Gakci.Vs  name  appears;  then 
Paris  and  London  news  begins  to  speak  of  Mme.  Mali- 
bran;  and  by  and  bye  it  is  (/ie  Malibran.  Forty-nine 
years  ago  somebody  wrote  from  Prague  a  long  letter 
about  the  music  there,  and  spoke  of  the  performance  of 
Mozart's  double  concerto  for  two  pianos,  in  E  fiat,  by 
Fraulein  Melitsch  and  a  little  boy  often  years,  and  said 
that  one  does  not  often  have  opportunity  to  hear  it  with 
such  purity  and  precision.  The  little  boy  played  also 
some  very  difficult  variations  by  a  certain  Weber,  then 
known  by  not  much  else  than  his  piano-forte  virtuosity. 
That  child  was  Moscheles! 

Some  seventeen  years  later,  Dec.  1, 1822,  another  child 
of  ten  years  gave  a  concert  in  Vienna.  There  was  an 
overture  by  the  violinist,  Franz  Clement,  who  now 
lies  just  across  the  pathway  opposite  Beethoven's  grave; 
then  the  child  played  the  concerto  in  A  minor  of  Hum- 
mel, then  a  great  name ;  then  came  one  of  Eode's  violin 
pieces  of  variations  (E  major);  then  a  Rossini  aria,  by 
Fraulein  Unger,  the  original  contralto  of  Beethoven's 
Ninth  Symphony  and  Second  Mass;  and  then  that  child 
closed  with  a  free  fantasia!  Our  letter- writer  cannot 
contain  himself:  "  Here,  says  he,  is  another  young  vir- 
tuoso, as  if  dropped  from  the  clouds  among  us,  who  fills 
us  with  highest  wonder,"  —  "touches  the  limits  of  the 
incredible," — "youthful  giant,  thundering  out  even  the 
last  movement  of  Hummel's  very  diflicult  and  wearing 
composition,  without  a  sign  of  weariness,"  —  "  can  play 
from  a  full  score  in  a  way  hardly  to  be  matched,"  and 
60  on.  See  how  he  closes  what  he  has  to  say  of  Franz 
Liszt!  "It  was  truly  amusing  to  see  how  the  little 
Hercules  united  the  Allegretto  of  Beethoven's  7th  Sym- 
phony with  [what?]  with  the  motive  of  a  Cavatina  from 
Rossini's  Zelmira,  and  so  to  speak,  kneaded  thein  to- 
gether.    £st  Deus  in  nobis."     It  was  a  funny  marria^! 

On  the  9th  of  Nov.  1842,  our  journal  contains  the  close 
of  a  long  article  upon  the  Carnival  operas  of  Italy,  and 
the  singers  employed  in  the  various  theatres.  After 
speaking  of  the  company  at  Trieste,  a  sentence  is  added 
in  relation  to  a  person  now  somewhat  known,  I  take  it, 
in  the  United  States.  "  In  this  great  theatre  a  boy  of 
eight  years,  a  very  skillful  pianist,  Alfred  Jaell,  gave 
a  'musical  academy'  with  much  applause." 

What  a  host  of  these  wonder-children,  as  the  Germans 
call  them,  are  recorded  in  these  fifty  volumes,  and  how 
few  of  them  are  ever  heard  of  afterward !  The  really 
great  ones  are  often  allowed  to  kill  themselves  by  over- 
exertion, or  compelled  to  do  so  by  their  money-loving 
parents.  A  few  become  men  indeed.  An  article  in  an 
old  number  of  DwiyhCs  Journal  upon  the  comparative 
influence  of  violin  and  piano-forte  playing  in  making 
Mozarts  and  Beethovens  of  wonder-children,  found  little 
reason  to  hope  any  great  things  in  the  way  of  compo- 
sition from  young  Juliens  and  little  Ursos.  The  Zeitung 
in  question  confirms  this  opinion  throughout.    And  not 


only  in  case  of  the  violin,  which  is  an  instnunent  of  such 
power  of  expression  as  almost  inevitably  to  become  all  in 
all  to  one  who  really  loves  it,  but  of  every  instrument  in- 
capable of  full  harmonies. 

A  single  letter  from  Berlin,  giving  the  musical  history 
of  that  city  for  October,  1818,  speaks  of  three  wondei'- 
children:  F.  W.  Kieamer,  ten  years  of  age,  who  distin- 
guished himself  by  playing  a  concerto  for  the  flute;  a  boy 
of  the  name  of  Gugel,  who  with  his  father  played  a  con- 
certino by  Bernard  Romberg,  for  two  horns,  and  also 
the  horn  obllgato  in  an  aria  by  Reichart;  the  third  made 
his  appearance  in  the  same  concert.  I  will  translate  the 
passage — the  Wolffl  mentioned  was  the  rival  of  Beet- 
hoven as  pianist  at  the  close  of  the  Inst  century  in  Vienna. 
"  Great  applause  followed  the  Trio  for  two  horns  and 
piano-forte  by  Wolffl,  played  by  Herr  Gugel,  his  son,  and 
the  nine-year-old  son  of  the  banker  Mendelssohn."^ 
The  annals  of  music  are  not  much  occupied  with  the 
names  of  Kramer  and  Gugel,— but  Mendelssohn ! 

I  have  been  somewhat  amused  to  see  how  highly  sev- 
eral pupils  of  Sfohr  were  extolled  as  wonderful  young 
violinists,  and  among  them  J.  J.  Bott — not  one  of  whom 
so  far  as  I  know  has  made,  or  is  likely  to  make,  any  great 
sensation  away  from  his  violin. 

And  so  at  last  I  come  to  one  of  the  texts  of  this  pres- 
ent discourse. 

In  a  letter  fi-om  Vienna,  published  July  5th,  1843,  spe- 
cial praise  is  accorded  to  the  two  little  sons  of  Prof. 
Helmesberger,  who  performed  a  Duo  Concertante  for 
two  violins  with  such  purity  skill  and  expression  as  to 
give  them  "a  high  position  among  the  little — or  at  all 
events  very  young — Bravura  players,  pupils  of  Pro- 
fessors Helmesberger  and  Biihm,  viz:  Minkus,  Joachim, 
Schimon,  Bauer,  and  others."  And  that  is  the  first  I 
knew  of  Joseph  Joachim.  Half  a  year  passes  and  a 
litte  boy  plays  a  fantasia  by  Ernst  at  the  Gewandhaus 
concert  in  Leipzig.  This  is  Joachim,  then  thirteen  or 
fourteen  years  of  age.  The  critic  is  lavish  of  praise  and 
doubts  not  that  something  more  than  a  virtuoso  might 
be  expected  of  him — even  a  great  artist — and  so  with 
the  professors  of  Mendelssohn's  newly  established  Con- 
servatorium  the  boy  proceeds  with  his  musical  studies. 
He  appears  once  more  in  public  this  winter  at  Miss 
Birch's  Concert  —  Miss  Birch  whom  Mendelssohn 
brought  over  from  London  for  the  Gewandhaus — and 
this  time  in  one  of  Spohr's  difficult  concertos.  Hitherto 
our  critic  had  only  heard  the  little  boy  in  pieces  which 
showed  his  mastery  over  the  instrument;  in  this  he  sees 
the  deep  musical  feeling,  clear  understanding  and  unfal- 
tering good  taste,  which  afford  the  best  reason  to  cherish 
the  highest  expectations  in  regard  to  the  young  artist's 
future. — This  is  the  text,  of  which  more  anon. 
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NE\V  TOLUME.  —  After  two  more  numbers,  i.  e.  ■with  the 
number  for  April  7th,  the  Journal  of  Music  will  enter  upon 
its  fourth  year.  Of  course  wow  is  the  time  to  renew  or 
TO  COMMENCE  BOBSCRiPTioNS.  Subscribers  will  see  the  reason- 
ableness of  our  terms  as  advertised,  viz :  ®2.00  per  annum, 
by  mail,  and  S2.50  by  carrier,  both  IN  ADVANCE. 

All  who  do  not  expressly  notify  us  of  their  wish  to  stop  the 
Journal  at  the  expiration  of  their  term,  will  still  continue  to 
receive  it,  and  be  counted  as  subcribers  for  another  year. 

OIT^NO  SUBSCRIPTION  RECEIVED  FOR  A  SEORTER.  PERIOD  THAN 
8IX  MONTHS  ;  AND  NONE  FOR  LESS  THAN  A  rEAR,  UNLESS  PAID  IN 
ADVANOE. 

\:Cr'  We  have  enclosed  bills  to  a  large  number  of  subscribers 
"Who  have  not  yet  paid  for  the  year  now  closing,  and  beg  that 
they  will  promptly  remit  by  mail  or  otherwise. 


"  Too  Much  Heavy  Music." — A  writer  in 
the  Ti-anscript  discusses  the  causes  of  the  inade- 
quate support  extended  to  the  Afternoon  Concerts 
of  the  Orchestral  Union.  He  expresses  a  most 
hearty  admiration  for  the  orchestra,  and  regrets 
that  it  should  "  be  allowed  to  languish,  when  a  Httle 
exertion  on  the  part  of  the  people  would  have 
sustained  it  surely  for  months,  and  possibly  through 
the  summer."     So  far  we  say  Amen  1    But  th 
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writer,  (who  speaks  in  the  name  of  "  Boston,") 
then  goes  on  to  charge  the  want  of  success  mainly 
to  bad  judgment  in  the  selection  of  the  music. 
He  says : 

There  has  been  too  much  heavy  music,  and  too 
little  variety ;  the  selections  have  not  been  really 
popular.  No  one  doubts  that  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton are  better  able  to  appreciate  classical  music 
than  those  of  any  other  city  of  the  Union  ;  but  no 
one  will  venture  to  assert  that  the  audiences 
which  have  frequented  the  afternoon  concerts  are 
capable  of  truly  understanding  the  symphonies  of 
Beethoven,  Mendelssohn,  or  JNIozart.  The  pro- 
grammes have  doubtless  been  most  acceptable  to 
the  "  appreciative  few,"  but,  unfortunately,  these 
do  not  constitute  the  principal  or  paying  portion 
of  the  audience  ;  not  their  taste,  but  that  of  the 
majority,  should  be  consulted. 

How  many  of  those  present  at  the  afternoon 
concerts  could  comprehend  the  wonderful  work- 
ing of  the.  last  movement  of  the  Jupiter — the 
beauty  of  the  Pastorale — the  majesty  of  the 
Eroica  ?  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  young 
people,  who  form  the  greater  part  of  the  audi- 
ences, who  have,  of  course,  no  idea  of  the  science 
of  music,  and  who  "  only  know  what  pleases 
them,"  can ;  that  they  do  not  is  manifest  by  the 
indifference  with  which  these  higher  works  have 
been  received,  and  by  the  ready  attention  inva- 
riably given  to  more  popular  pieces.  If  a  move- 
ment like  the  Allegretto  of  Beethoven's  eighth,  or 
the  Scherzo  of  Mendelssohn's  third  symphony  is 
performed,  the  public  listens  and  applauds,  not 
because  of  the  rich  and  beautiful  working  up  of 
these  gems — not  because  of  the  science  therein 
displayed, — it  is  the  exquisite  and  simple  melody 
of  the  theme  that  takes ;  that  is  all  that  is  under- 
stood. 

The  fact  is  our  Boston  people, — at  least  such  as 
are  in  the  habit  of  attending  afternoon  concerts, 
— are  not  yet  quite  equal  to  a  symphony  once  a 
week  ;  occasionally  it  may  do,  but  so  very  often  it 
will  not  pay.  If  it  is  desired  to  elevate  our  taste, 
let  them  commence  with  what  we  can  compre- 
hend, and  gradually  raise  the  standard — but  it  is 
as  impossible  to  digest  the  most  solid  and  severe 
quality  of  music,  without  preparation,  as  to  read 
Greek  without  going  through  the  preliminary  of 
learning  the  language. 

This  is  the  usual  talk  after  all  unsuccessful  con- 
certs ;  and  even  the  givers  of  successful  concerts 
are  sometimes  frightened  and  "  demoralized"  just 
at  the  height  of  their  success,  by  sceptical  com- 
plaints and  croakings  about  their  music  being  too 
good  for  the  many.^nd  above  the  comprehension 
of  some  flirting  youths  and  misses  in  the  audience, 
whom  it  would  seem  of  more  importance  to  con- 
ciliate than  all  the  rest.     But  let  us  see. 

Is  lieavy  music  identical  always  with  the  highest 
kind  of  music  ?  Cannot  a  composition  be  as  su- 
perficial and  full  of  clap-trap  as  you  please,  and 
in  the  popular  form  of  polka,  potpourri,  French 
overture,  or  what  not,  and  still  be  heavy,  dull  and 
unenjoyable  ?  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  a  greater 
sense  of  heaviness  does  not  oppress  one  after  sit- 
ting through  a  miscellaneous  hodge-podge  of 
virtuoso  solos,  variations,  waltzes,  operatic  ar- 
rangements laden  with  stunning  brass,  &c.,  &c., 
with  all  the  senseless  encores  thereunto  pertain- 
ing, than  after  hearing  a  good  symphony,  which, 
if  it  somewhat  tax  the  intellectual  attention, is  for 
that  reason  more  exciting  and  refreshing  than  the 
stupid,  listless  passivity  with  which  you  endure 
the  former  ?  Considering  how  many  times,  for 
years  past,  the  music-loving  part  of  our  society 
have  heard  the  symphonies  of  Beethoven,  is  it  too 
much  to  say  that  most  of  them  do  really  find  the 
"  Pastoral  Symphony"  refreshing  after  a  melange 
of  Verdi,  Gungl,  Donizetti,  Flotow,  Jullien,  &o., 
served  up  in  the  most  fantastical  shapes? 

Again,  what  if  an   audience  do   not  perfectly 


comprehend  the  S3-mphonies  of  Mozart,  Beetho- 
ven and  Mendelssohn  !  Is  perfect  comprehension 
by  ainy  means  indispensable  to  great  and  profitable 
enjoyment  of  them  ?  We  know  many  cases  of 
persons  merely  having  a  general  susceptibility  to 
the  beautiful,  the  elevating  and  the  spiritual,  who 
know  not  perhaps  the  first  A  B  C  of  musical  sci- 
ence,who  yet  are  among  the  most  deeply  interested, 
the  most  enthusiastic  and  devout  listeners  to  these 
great  works.  Must  one  understand  the  wonder- 
ful art  with  which  the  four-themed  fugue  finale 
of  the  "  Jupiter"  is  worked  up,  before  he  can  feel 
and  be  uplifted  by  its  beauty  and  its  grandeur? 
Then  should  we  all  be  writers  of  symphonies, 
rather  than  listeners.  As  well  say,  go  not  to  the 
picture  galleries  to  admire  the  works  of  Raphael 
and  Reubens,  until  yon  are  able  to  tell  how  they 
were  painted.  Knowledge  of  course  enhances 
the  enjoyment,  provided  there  be  inspiration 
enough  in  the  composition  to  keep  it  from  being 
hacknied  before  you  have  half  analyzed  it.  But 
the  beauty,  the  effect,  may  be,  and  should  be  sim- 
ple, though  the  art  concealed  in  that  effect  be  in- 
finitely complex.  Is  it  not  so  in  every  beautiful 
product  of  Nature  ? 

It  is  true  that  most  persons  do  not  listen  to  a 
composition  on  account  of  the  science  and  learn- 
ing displayed  in  it.  But  it  is  not  true,  therefore, 
that  they  listen  merely  for  the  charm  of  the  mel- 
ody. Divest  the  melody  of  all  the  wonderful 
complexity  of  harmony  and  counterpoint  and 
instrumentation,  into  which  it  is  inwoven,  and 
see  if  the  charm  remain.  This  complexity  none 
but  the  taught  musician  technically  understands ; 
but  the  susceptible,  poetic  soul  can  feel  the 
beauty,  can  experience  the  spiritual  effect,  can 
recognize  the  end  of  which  all  this  art  is  but  the 
means,  sometimes  with  a  livelier  zest  than  the 
technical  musician  himself.  And  therein  musi- 
cians very  often  miss  it  in  supposing  that  the  pub-, 
lie  cannot  appreciate  their  best  music,  because  it 
cannot  apprehend  it  technically,  as  they  them- 
selves do.  Do  painters  paint  only  for  painters, 
or  doctors  preach  only  to  doctors,  or  musicians 
make  music  only  for  musicians  ? 

But  you  say  a  Boston  audience  is  "  not  equal" 
to  a  whole  symphony  a  week.  Then  what  in  the 
world  are  we  equal  to  ?  Or  when  shall  we  ever 
be  equal  to  so  much,  if  twenty  years  or  more  of 
pretty  frequent  exposure  to  nearly  all  the  sym- 
phonies of  Beethoven,  have  not  yet  brought  a 
Boston  public  any  nearer  to  the  point  ?  Not  equal 
to  listening  half  an  hour  in  a  whole  week  to  a  fine 
work,  with  which  we  have  grown  somewhat  fa- 
miliar, and  which,  by  the  universal  testimony  of 
all  wfisical  persons,  only  grows  more  beautiful  by 
repetition  ! 

As  to  the  policy  of  beginning  with  light  music 
and  elevating  our  audiences  gradually  to  the 
power  of  appreciating  better,  we  would  suggest 
two  things.  1.  This  is  just  what  we  have  been 
doing  now  for  twenty  years  j  and  now  that  we 
can  at  last  congratulate  ourselves  that  we  have 
nearly  reached  the  point  (as  seen  by  the  attendance 
upon  classical  concerts  for  the  three  or  four  years 
past,)  must  we  go  down  into  the  lowest  forms  and 
begin  the  long,  slow  schoohng  over  again  I  There 
will  always  be  the  same  necessity,  if  we  admit  it 
to  exist  now.  2.  But  is  it  so  clear  that  the  hear- 
ing of  light  music  prepares  one  for  the  under- 
standing of  higher  music  ?  We  believe  this  no- 
tion is  a  fatal  mistake.  How  many  waltzes, 
polkas,  "  American  Quadrilles,"  variation  pieces, 


and  brass  band  arrangements  must  one  hear,  to 
lift  him  to  the  level  of  enjoying  Beethoven  ? 
How  long  must  the  musical  stomach  fortify  itself 
upon  candy  and  whip-syllabubs  and  spices,  before 
it  shall  have  strength  enough  to  like  and  to  digest 
Beethoven  ?  How  long  a  course  of  sentimental, 
blood  and  thunder  novels,  of  clap-trap  melo- 
dramas, and  of  popular  weeklies  with  pictorial 
fronts  bristling  with  American  patriotism,  does  it 
take  to  nurse  up  a  true  appetite  for  Chaucer, 
Shakspeare  and  Milton  ?  No,  this  is  not  the  way. 
This  will  but  make  sickly  babies  of  us  all, — that 
is  to  say,  of  all  who  have  not  already  had  the  good 
fortune  of  a  better  sort  of  training. 

It  is  true  that  each  year's  audiences  are  swelled 
by  new  recruits,  by  the  incoming  of  a  new  gen- 
eration of  listeners.  All.  the  more  therefore 
should  we  see  to  it  that  the  taste  of  the  young 
should  have  a  chance  to  form  itself  from  the  out- 
set upon  the  best  models.  Not  that  we  should 
deny  them  the  mere  amusement  of  light,  gay, 
brilliant  music ;  but  at  the  same  time  we  should 
take  them  up  with  us,  as  far  as  possible,  at  that 
point  of  culture,  which  we  ourselves  through 
greater  disadvantages  have  painfully  and  slowly 
reached.  It  is  a  fatal  policy  to  set  the  standard 
of  our  concerts  mainly  to  the  level  of  the  lowest 
comprehension,  to  make  the  programme  for  the 
idlest  and  the  youngest  portion  of  the  crowd. 
So  surely  as  we  do  that,  will  the  real  music-lovers, 
and  all  earnest  persons,  seeking  higher  culture, 
cease  to  go  at  all,  and  then  the  need  for  a  good 
orchestra  will  die  out ;  all  artists,  who  have  self- 
respect,  will  one  by  one  forsake  a  sphere  where 
there  is  no  call  made  upon  their  hest  powers,  and 
the  concert-room  will  sink  to  an  arena  of  mere 
physical  amusement,  where  the  violin  may  as 
well  give  way  at  once  to  the  old  country  fiddle, 
and  all  idea  of  music  as  an  Art  be  set  at  rest ! 

Has  this  writer,  (who  certainly  seems  to  write 
with  a  sincere  wish  to  have  musical  taste  raised 
and  artists  encouraged  among  us),  ever  considered 
how  vital  to  the  existence  of  a  true  orchestra  is 
the  music  of  the  great  masters  !  The  symphonies 
and  overtures  of  Beethoven,  Mozart,  Mendelssohn, 
&c.,  are  the  very  life-blood  of  a  fine  orchestra,  or 
rather  the  pure  and  heavenly  air  that  vitalizes 
the  blood  of  the  whole  system.  Without  it  the 
blood  grows  corrupt  and  thickens,  and  the  organi- 
zation dies.  What  motive  can  there  be,  what  in- 
spiration, to  real  artists  to  band  themselves  together 
in  so  rare  and  precious  a  society  as  a  true  orches- 
tra, if  they  are  to  play  only  the  music  that  will 
tickle  the  vulgar  and  the  thoughtless,  if  the  real 
treasures  of  the  Art  of  music  are  to  be  as  much 
let  alone  as  if  they  had  never  been^created,  and 
there  were  no  Art !  It  is  an  indignity  to  an  or- 
chestra as  fine  as  the  Germania  or  the  Orchestral 
Union,  as  well  as  a  monstrous  over-proportion  of 
means  to  end,  to  keep  them  playing  trivial  music 
as  the  rule,  with  only  now  and  then  a  fragment 
of  the  better  kind  as  the  exception. 

The  writer  closes  with  this  appeal : 

Depend  upon  it,  gentlemen  of  the  Union,  one 
movement  of  a  symphony,  an  overture  of  Weber, 
and  a  choice  selection  of  light  music  for  a  pro- 
gramme, will  attract  a  much  larger  audience  to 
an  afternoon  concert,  than  a  symphony  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour  long,  an  adagio  from  another  -sym- 
phony, and  almost  nothing  of  popular  music. 

It  needed  only  a  little  more  novelty  and  variety, 
and  music  better  suited  to  the  capacity  of  the 
attendants,  to  have  given  the  Orchestral  Union  a 
success  not  inferior  to  that  of  the  Germanians 
last  year. 
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He  forgeta  that  the  Germanians,  both  in  con- 
certs and  rehearsals,  gave  a  much  larger  propor- 
tion of  classical  mnsic  than  ive  have  had  this  win- 
ter,—and  uniformly  to  what  crowds  1  Whereas 
the  Union,  instead  of  "  almost  nothing  of  popular 
music,"  have  usually  (after  the  Jirst  piece,  which 
was  a  symphony),  given  us  almost  nothing  else. 
One  movement  of  a  symphony  in  a  week  is 
rather  a  small  allowance,  for  those  who  have 
been  accustomed  to  hear  nearly  every  one  of 
Beethoven's  symphonies  over  and  over  again 
every  winter,  for  the  last  ten  years,  as  we  have 
been  in  Boston. 


An  Kxctellent  ExAMPLE.^Every  instance 
of  a  persevering,  active  faith  in  the  capacity  of  a 
people  to  enjoy  and  love  the  highest  kind  of  music, 
and  in  the  superior  potency  of  such  in  the  long 
run  to  that  of  any  kind  of  clap-trap,  deserves  to 
be  chronicled.  Even  in  our  largest  and  most 
cultivated  musical  centres,  our  concert  managers 
and  caterers  lack  faith ;  the  musicians  themselves 
lack  faith ;  nor  do  the  most  firmly  established  mu- 
sical societies  offer  more  than  an  occasional  excep- 
tion to  the  rule.  Ask  for  a  chance  to  hear  some 
truly  great  composition,  something  that  is  famous 
purely  on  the  ground  of  genius  and  of  Art,  and 
not  of  cheap  effect,  and  the  answer  is :  It  don't 
pay  ;  it  don't  amuse  ;  the  multitude  cannot  be  got 
to  hear  it,  or  if  they  do  come,  they  do  not  clap 
and  shout  encore  .'  And  yet  it  is  only  by  some 
few  or  some  one  persisting  in  giving  us  opportu- 
nities to  hear  the  best,  and  hear  it  frequently,  that 
we  can  ever  learn  to  know  the  good  from  the 
bad,  or  ever  acquire  any  real  taste  for  music. 
They  who  expect  to  create  this  taste  in  any 
community,  hav«  got  to  exercise  long  patience  at 
the  outset,  and  be  contented  for  a  long  time  with 
"  the  day  of  small  things  ;"  they  must  renounce 
the  hope  of  brilliant  success ;  they  must  be  supe- 
rior to  what  the  world  calls  success;  or  rather 
they  must  think  more  of  the  quality  than  the 
quantity  of  their  success.  The  only  reliable  mu- 
sical public  is  that  which  has  been  nurtured  upon 
concerts  of  an  uncompromisingly  high  character. 
In  any  town,  however  little  musical,  it  is  in  the 
power  of  a  few  earnest  disciples  of  the  true  musi- 
cal faith,  or  even  of  one  man,  to  work  miracles 
among  his  neighbors,  and  to  make  the  "  wilder- 
ness blossom  as  the  rose,"  by  perseverance  in  the 
high  course. 

We  have  a  pleasant  instance  of  this  kind  to 
point  to.  The  city  of  Bangor  is  away  "  down 
East,"  remote  from  any  musical  centre,  and  like 
all  our  towns  and  cities  of  a  rapid  growth,  offered 
small  sphere  or  attraction  to  the  musical  artist. 
Even  the  Germans,  who  carry  a  little  of  the  true 
fire  into  all  our  nuclei  of  population,  seem  until 
very  recently  to  have  avoided  it.  Yet  we  have 
in  our  hands  a  list  of  classical  compositions  which 
have  formed  the  programmes  of  a  fortnightly 
series  of  Chamber  Concerts,  given  there  through- 
out nine  months  of  the  past  year,  before  pretty 
constant  audiences,  numbering  sometimes  two 
hundred  persons,  and  all  furnished  purely  from 
domestic  resources.     Here  it  is  : 

Beethoven  :  Sonata  in  G  minor,  Piano  and  Vitilonoello. 
"         D,  "         Violin. 

Variations  on  theme  from  * 

"  Judas  Macoabffius,"  "  " 

Sonata  in  F  minor, Piano. 

"      ("Moonliglit")  C  sharp  minor, " 

"       ("  Pathetique") " 

Symphony,  No.  1,  in  C, Four  liands. 

MozAET :  Sonata  in  F, Piano  and  Violin. 

"         A  minor Piano. 


Sonata  in  C, Piano. 

"  Bflat, " 

"  Eflat, " 

Haydn:  Trios  in  G,  F,  A,  and  F. 

Symplionies  in  E  flat,  and  G, Four  hands. 

Schubert:  Variations  on  Fiencli  Song,.... Four  hands. 

Songs. 
Handel:  Arias. 
Mendelssohn  :  Songs  without  Words. 

Trio  and  Aria  from  "  Elijah." 

Vncal  Duets. 

Ntbriden  Overture Four  hands. 

Wedding  Marcli, "        " 

Song :    Volkslkd. 

Andante  from  Sonata, Piano  and  Violin. 

Chopin:  Mazourkas. 
Stephen  Heller:  Etudes. 

La  Fontaine. 

Valse  elegante. 

Bnet:  Pensees  fugitives, Piano  and  Violin. 

Hummel:  Notturno. Four  hands. 

Sonata  in  A  fiat, ''        " 

Schumann:  Kinderscenen^ Piano. 

Weber  :  Les  Adieux, " 

Invitation  k  la  Valse, >. . .     " 

MoscHKLES:  Studies. 

Hommage  a  Handel,...-. Four  hands. 

Fantaisie  a  Sontag. 

Marschner  :  Duos, Piano  and  Violin. 

Hauptm ANN :  Sonata  in  F, "  " 

To  which  add  lighter  compositions  by  Voss,  Kummer, 
Speyer,  Schulhofp,  Blumenthal,  C.  Mattek, 
Diabelli,  Kalkbrenner,  Duvernoy,  &c. 

This  is  well  for  Bangor.  It  would  be  well  for 
Boston.  But  in  a  place  where  classical  music  has 
no  foothold,  it  is  the  opening  of  a  true  fountain  of 
mus  cal  feeling  and  taste.  And  we  understand  it 
is  the  work  of  one  earnest,  quiet,  American-born 
musican,  a  young  man  who  loves  his  Art  better 
than  he  loves  notoriety  or  gold,  —  Mr.  J.  W. 
Tufts.  After  some  3'ears'  study  in  Germany, 
whence  he  returned  a  sound  musician  and  devout 
lover  of  the  highest  models  of  his  Art,  he  was 
content  to  banish  himself  from  the  temptations  and 
advantages  of  our  more  musical  capitals,  and  build 
up  his  own  little  musical  world  around  him 
(where  there  was  none  before)  as  a  teacher  and 
organist  in  Bangor.  By  dint  of  several  years  of 
perseverance  he  had  trained  a  number  of  pupils 
to  that  point  that  they  could  take  part  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  best  works  of  Mozart,  Beethoven, 
&c. ;  and  then  were  organized  a  series  of  sub- 
scription concerts  which  have  been  unremittingly 
continued,  and  always  kept  up  to  the  high  stand- 
ard as  regards  the  compositions  introduced. 

Mr.  Tufts  has  also  set  an  example  in  his  function 
as  organist,  which  certainly  is  equalled  in  but  very 
few  churches  even  in  our  largest  cities.  For  over 
a  year  past  there  has  not  been  a  Sabbath  on 
which  that  congregation  has  not  heard  a  full  fugue 
on  the  organ.  He  began  with  composing  very 
simple  fugues  himself,  first  in  two,  then  in  three, 
then  in  four  parts,  first  with  single,  then  with  dou- 
ble subjects,  to  accustom  the  ear  and  mind  to  the 
fugue  form  ;  and  then  after  modestly  and  piously 
using  his  own  compositions  as  mere  stepping  stones 
and  staging,  he  flung  it  all  away  and  introduced 
his  audience  to  the  master-works  of  Bach  and 
Handel.  This  may  seem  pedantry  to  many, 
but  we  congratulate  the  place  which  knows  how 
to  support  and  cherish  such  a  pedant.  There 
is  a  chance  that  some  real  sentiment  for  music 
will  grow  up  in  that  place  ! 


Musical  Fund  Concert. — We  cheerfully  second  the 
following  suggestion.  If  the  Society  are  to  recover  from 
the  winter's  disasters  at  all  (which  certainly  with  faith 
and  perseverance  cannot  be  impossible  to  so  good  an 
orchestra,)  it  must  be  by  some  such  course. 

Mr.  Dwight  :  — Having  read  your  article  of 
March  3d,  "  On  bringing  out  new  works,"  and 
concurring  heartily  with  the  views  there  e.xpressed, 
allow  me  to  ask  from  you  a  still  more  positive  and 
direct  suggestion  to  the  Musical  Fund  Society,  viz: 
That  during  the  few  remaining  concerts  such  sym- 
phonies as  Mendelssohn's  A  major  and  A  minor, 
Beethoven's  7th,  and  the  "  Jupiter"  by  Mozart  may 
once  more  be  presented  to  the  subscribers  and  the 
public  generally.  Also  the  overtures  to  Tannhdu- 
ser,  and  Mendelssohn's  Meeresstille,  &c.,  which 
should  never  tire.  The  great  irregularity  of  the 
above  concerts  has  been  a  source  of  some  annoy- 
ance to  the  subscribers,  and  is,  we  think,  one  cause 


of  the  great  want  of  success  this  winter  ;  since, 
after  waiting  long  and  in  vain  while  musica  cxpecla- 
tur,  patience  at  length  gives  out,  and  engagements 
are  formed  ad  interim.  While  we  regret  to  complain 
we  yet  feel  that  justice  is  due  to  those  who  really 
love  good  music,  and  that  these  sentiments  would 
probably  be  endorsed  by  the  majority  of  the  Musi- 
cal Fund  audience.  Hoping  for  the  best,  and  pray- 
ing for  patience.  Respectfully  yours, 

A  Subscriber. 
March  12,  1S55. 


The  Concert  To-Night. — We  trust  none  of  our  rea- 
ders need  to  be  reminded  of  their  duty  to  the  Concert  for 
tlie  Poor,  to  be  given  by  the  Mendelssohn  Chor.^l 
Society.  The  programme  is  a  rich  one,  as  may  be  seen 
below;  and  with  the  free-will  offering  of  so  much  solo 
talent,  in  addition  to  the  fine  chorus  and  orchestra  of  the 
Society,  the  musical  attraction  is  certainly  great. 

The  Mendelssohn  Qointette  Club  are  preparing, 
with  the  promise  of  valuable  assistance,  for  their  Annual 
Benefit  Concert,  which  will  probably  take  place  on  Tues- 
day week. 

Mlle.  De  Lamotte  will  give  her  fourth  aiid  last 
Chamber  Concert,  of  classical  music,  shortly  after  Easter. 


In  aid  of  the  Charity  Fund  of  the 

Sostosi  Provident  Assocoation, 

To  be  given 

This  (Saturday;  Evening,  March  17th5 

AT    THE 

BOSTON    MUSIC    HALL, 

BY   THE 

lss@lia  6lk@ral  S@<B!@tf, 

With  the  obliging-co-operation  of  the  folio-wing 
RESIDENT  ARTISTS  AJSD  AMATEURS: 

Mrs.  B.  A.  WENTWORTH.        Mrs.  J.  H.  LONG. 
Mrs.  E.  A.  HILL.  Mrs.  T.  H.  EMMONS. 

Miss  S.  6OTHAJILY.  Miss  JENNY  TWICHELL. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  WETHERBEB.  Mr.  A.  AUTHURSON. 

Mr.  S.  B.  BALL.  Mr.  G.  H.  ELLIOTT. 

Mr.  J.  W.  ADAMS.  Mr.  HIRAM  WILDE. 

Mr.  C.  R.  ADAMS.  Mr.  J.  M.  MOZART. 

W.  R.  BABCOOK,  Orgaiiist. 

A  complete  GRAND  ORCHESTRA  of  Thirtj'-five  Artists,  CARL 

GARTNER,  Leader. 

The  whole  under  tlie  direction  of 

H.   EOKHAEDT,    Conductor. 

PROGRAMME. 
Part  I. 

1.  Overture  :   Iphigenia  en  Aulide Gluck 

2.  Recitative  and  Air  :  Miss  Bothamly Ha_ydn 

3.  Quartet :  Music  from  '  Semir.imide,' Rossini 

Mrs  Hill,  Mr.  Ball,  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Wilde. 

4.  Air:  from  the  Oratorio  '  Solomon.' Mr.  Arthurfion.  .Handel 

5.  Air :   '  Angels  ever  bright  and  fair,'  Mrs.  Long Handel 

6    Quartet:  '  Quando  corpus,' from  '  Stabat  Mater,'. .  Rossini 

Miss  Bothamly,  Miss  Twichell,  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Mozart. 

7.  Recitative  and  Air  :  from  the  '  Messiah,' Handel 

Mrs   Wentworth. 

8.  Aria  and  Chorus  :  from  '  Stabat  Mater,' Rossini 

Aria;  '  Inflammatus,'  Miss  Bothamly. — Cho. '  In  die  judicii.' 

Part  II. 

1.  Overture  :  ZauberHote .Mozart 

2.  Chorus  ;  '  The  God  of  Israel,'  from  '  Semiramide,'   Rossini 

3.  Grand  Scena:  '  Fall  of  Zion,'  Mr.  AVetherbee Paisiello 

4.  Chorale:  *  Sleepers,  wake,' from  '  St.  Paul,'. .  .Mendelssohn 

5.  Aria;  *  Cujus  Auimam,'  from  '  Stabat  Mater,' Rossini 

Mr.  Elliott. 

6.  Duo  :  '  Quis  est  homo,'  from  '  Stabat  Mater,' Rossini 

Miss  Bothamly  and  Mrs.  Emmons. 

7.  Chorus  :  *  He,  watching  over  Israel,'  from  '  Elijah,' 

Mendelssohn 

rinale  :  Scena  from  the  Oratorio  of  '  Elijah,' Mendelssohn 

Obadiah,  Mr.  Arthurson  :— Elijah,  Mr.  Wetherbee  :— The 
Youth,  Miss  Bothamly  : — and  Chorus. 

in?=Ticfcet3  50  cents To  commence  at  IX  o'clock. 

IYER.   HARRISON  HILLARD, 

(  T  E  N  0  R  E  ,  ) 

TEACHER  OF  ITALIAN  VOCALIZATION, 

No.  6  Tyler  St Terms  $60  per  quarter. 


DITSON'S  SELECT  BRASS  BAND  MUSIC. 

These  Selections,  printed  on  cards,  comprise  the  most  popu- 
lar melodies  arranged  for  fourteen  instruments,  viz : — 

2  E  flat  Cornets ;  3  B  flat  Cornets  ;  2  E  flat  Altos ;  2  B  flat 
Baritones  ;  1  B  flat  Bass  Tuba  or  Ophicleide  ;  1  E  flat  or  F  Bass 
Tuba;  Bass  Drum  ;  Cymbals,  and  Side  Drum. 

They  can  be  used  by  bands  of  a  less  number,  if  desirable. — 
The  following  are  now  ready  : 

PRIMA  DONNA  WALTZ, Price  $1.00 

KATY  DARLING  &  LILY  DALE  QUICK-STEP, 100 

FEST  MARCH, 1.00 

WAIT  FOR  THE  WAGON  &  JORDAN  QUICK-STEP,  . .  .1.00 

Others  will  be  issued  in  a  few  d.ays. 

Published  by        Oliver  Ditson,  115  Washington  St. 
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NEW   AESTHETIC    JOURNAL. 

THE    CKA"^0]V, 

A  Weekly  Paper  devoted  to  ART,  offers  itself  to  the  attention 
of  all  who  are  interested  in  the  elevating  and  refiniiig  influ- 
ences of  Beauty.  Among  the  contributors  to  THK  CRAYON 
already  are  Bryant,  LowEtL,  Street,  Rembrandt  Peale,  A  B. 
Ddrand,  President  of  the  N  tional  Academy  of  Design,  Daniel 
Huntington,  Henry  K.  Brown,  and  amouRSt  those  engaged 
are  TjONGpellow,  Bayard  Taylor,  Geo  Wm  Cl'RTis,  Rev.  H. 
■VY.  Beecfier,  Rev.  Samuel  Osoood,  Kev.  H.  W.  Bellows,  Hon. 
Charles  Sdmner,  antl  others  of  our  most  eminent  writers.  A 
series  of  papers  by  Ru3KIN.  and  essays  left  by  the  eminent 
eeuiptor,  Horatio  Greenough,  add  to  the  interest  of  The 
Crayon, 

From  the  Christian  TnguireT. 

The  first  five  numbers  of  this  promising  (and  thns  far  per- 
formiug)  paper  are  now  out.  We  look  for  its  weekly  issue 
with  high  and  never  disappointed  expectation.  Its  leaders  are 
leaded  iu  a  double  sense— weighty  with  thought  as  well  as 
with  typographical  distinctness.  Tbey  carry  metal  Ue  are 
much  impressed  with  the  seriouFnc^ss  and  instructive  ami  of 
the  editorial  columns.  Manifestly  it  is  not  to  tickle  the  ear 
or  please  the  fancy,  but  to  enlighten  the  mind  and  improve 
the  taste,  that  the  leading  article  always  aims.  The  writer  has 
a  real,  well-eonsidered,  distinct,  and  decutive  thought  to  con- 
vey to  his  readers'  minds,  and  he  goes  about  it  patiently,  un- 
ambitiously,  and  earnestly,  and  succeeds  not  in  -winning  our 
admiration— a  poor  victory— hut  in  leaving  us  wiser  than  he 
found  us. 

The  Crayon  has,  we  hope,  a  special  mission— to  purge  and 
soberize  the  style  of  our  journalizing,  as  well  as  the  taste  of 
our  people  in  general.  The  heated,  gaseous,  and  pcintillating 
style  of  our  public  press  is  becoming  intolerable-  The  Crayon 
uses  a  cool,  quiet  and  unobtrusive  style,  which  istiulyre- 
frsshing. 

Frotn  the  Cincinnati  Gapette. 

We  have  already  strongly  recommended  The  Crayon,  and 
every  succeeding  number  proves  it  to  be  more  and  more  worthy 
of  all  we  have  said  in  its  praise.  No  journal,  devoted  t;o  Art, 
has  ever  been  so  ably  conducted^in  this  country;  and  if  it 
meets  with  the  support  it  so  richly  deserves,  we  have  no  doubt 
that  it  will  exert  a  most  wholesome  iniiuenee  upon  the  taste 
of  the  country. 

Published  by  STILLMAN  &  DURAND,  No.  237  Broadway, 
New  York.-  Terms,  $3  per  annum,  in  advance.  Back  num- 
bers supplied. 

TEACHER  OF  MUSIC,  265  Washington  St. 

RESIDENCE.  ...13  SHAWMUT  STREET,  BOSTON. 

NO.  3  LA  GRANGE   PLACE,  BOSTON. 

Having  resided  thirteen  years  in  Europe  with  a  view  of  adap- 
ting the  Italian  style  of  Singing  to  the  EuL-lish  voice,  and  of 
remedying  weakness  of  the  voice,  and  thoroughly  correcting 
harsh,  guttural,  nasal,  or  other  unpleasant  peculiarities,  pro- 
poses to  give  lessons  on  the  Voice,  and  in  Singing,  in  the  Italian 
French,  and  English  Languages. 

Many  who  have  spent  years  of  severe  study  to  attain  musical 
excellence,  after  struggling  to  conquer  some  guttural,  nasal,  or 
other  unpleasant  mannerism,  abandon  the  pursuit  from  the  be- 
lief that  they  are  afiiicied  with  a  natural  defectiveness  :  when, 
Tvith  a  fractional  part  of  the  application  which  they  bestow  on 
the  other  branches  of  their  musical  education,  and  with  much 
less  physical  effort  (if  properly  directed)  than  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  use,  their  voices  might  be  rendered  comparative- 
ly beautiful. 

To  singers  of  eminence  he  would  say,  with  a  just  appreciation 
of  their  high  attainments,  that  a  hrief practical  exa7ni}mt ion  of 
bis  system  will  convince  the  most  sceptical,  that  h'-  can  afford 
them  such  assistance  in  beautifying  the  voice,  as  might  delight 
the  most  fastidious. 

"  Being  acquainted  with  the  course  of  voeal  discipline  pursued 
by  Mr.  W.  J.  Paekerson  in  forming  and  developing  the  voice, 
I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  my  testimony  to  its  excellence  ;  be- 
lieving it  to  be  far  preferable  to  any  other  method  known  to  me. 

GEO.  J.  WEBB. 

Boston,  Oct.  7, 1854." 

0;7="  Terms,  $50  per  quarter. 

MR.  J.  C.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing.  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
S  Hayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

References— R.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C.  Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 

L.  H.   SOUTHARD, 
TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

265  "Wasliington  Street,  Boston. 


CHICKEHINa   &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


WAREROOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  tf 


NATHAN   KICHARDSON, 

989   WASHINGTON    STREET, 

Has  just  received  a  large  invoice  of 

Comprising  the  latest  works  of  all  the  distinguished  European 
composers. 

—JUST  POBLISITED,— 

Bichardson's  Collection  of  Wational  and  Ope- 
ratic Melodies, 
Very  easily   arranged  for  the  Piano,  and  fingered  after  the 
method  of  the  Modern  School.     In   twenty  numbers.     Price 
from  15  to  25  cents  each.    They  are  excellent  for  young  pupils. 

Sixty-Six  Interludes  in  the  Major  Keys, 
By  J.  II.  .TONES,  for  the  Organ,  Melodeon  or  Piano.     Thoy 
are  easy,  and  very  interesting.    Every  musician  should  have 
a  copy.    Ptice  50  cents. 

Third  Book  of  Conoone's  "Vocal  Exercises, 
For  the  middle  register  of  the  voice,  the  only  complete  edition 
in  the  country.     Just  published.     They  will  be  found  indis- 
pensable to  all  Teachers  of  Singing.     Price  S2. 

[C?*AI1  the  above  will  be  sent  free  of  postage  on  the  receipt 
of  the  above  prices.  Our  Catalogues  are  sent  gratis  to  any 
address. 

NATHAN    RICHARDSON, 

MUSICAL  EXCHANGE,    38^  -Wasbington  St., 

BOSTON. 
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and  promptly  executed  at  this  Office. 


GRACE  CHURCH,  New  York.  — The  ANTHEM  composed 
by  SigDor  Torrente  for  Mrs.  Bodstein,  (late  Julia  L. 
Northall,)  and  aa  sung  by  her  in  Grace  Church  on  Christmas 
Day,  1854,  has  just  been  published  bv 

C.    BBEXJSIHG, 
Importer  of  Foreign  Music,  701  Beoadwat. 

SCHARFENBERG  &  LUIS, 

IMPORTERS  OF  FOREIGN  MUSIC, 

HAVE  REMOVED    TO 

No.  769  BROADWAY,  corner  of  Ninth  St. 

N  E  W    T  0  E  K  . 
PATENT     AMERICAN     ACTION 

PIANO-FORTE, 

Mainrfactory,  370  "^Vasliiiigton  Street, 

BOSTON,    MASS. 

F.  F.    MULLEK, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 
Church;  Organist  and  Piani.-it  of  the  Uandel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 
Residence,  JVo.  3  Winter  Place,  Boston. 

G.  ANDR^!    &.    CO/S 

19  3.  NINTH   STREET,  ABOVE   CHESTNOT, 

(East  side,)  PHILADELPHIA. 

D;I?*A  catalogue  of  our  stock  of  Foreign  Music,  and  of  our 
own  Publications,  has  just  been  published.  Music  and  Music 
Books  imported  to  order,  as  heretofore,  from  Germany,  Italy, 
France  and  England. 

A  CARD Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  (duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 

ADOLPH    KIELBLOCK, 

United  States  Hotel.  Dec  30 

SIGNOR  AUGUSTO  BEIVDELART,  Profe.^sor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  tench  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  givea  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickf  ring  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  buen  attended  with  g^reat 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augdsto  Bendelari,  at  the 
"Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

EEPERENCES. 

Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothropt  Samuel  G.  Ward,  Esq. 

John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

CARL    GARTNER, 
TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 

May  be  found  at  No.  20  Dover  Street,  every  forenoon  between 
9  and  10.  Oc  14 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-l'ORTE,  and  in  the  Theory  of  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Han'ison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  Sept  16 


MAKUPACTURED   B? 

MASON     &.     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELOBEONS  made  by  us.  We  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  e.specially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Finish.. 
Our  prices  vary  from  860  to  S175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Bradbury,  George  F.  Koot,  L.  H.  Southard, 
Edwin  Bhuce,  Silas  A.  Bakcroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

O^The  opinions  of  the  above  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

HENRY  MASON.      1  MASOjV  &  HAMLIIV,     . 

EMMONS  HAMLIN.  J  Cambridge  Si.  [cor.  of  Charles^)  Boston,  Ms. 
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D.   B.   NEWHALL, 
Manufacturer  and  Dealer  in  Piano-^Fortes, 
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WILLIAM   BERGER, 
Pu1l)Iislier  and  Importer  of  Music, 
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KEEPS  constantly  on   hand  a   Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTED   MOSIO,   for  sale  at  Eastern   prices.      New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  published.     A  liberal 
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to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 
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Me.    J.  Q.    WETHERBEE, 

(BASSO  CANTANTE,) 
No.  18  TREMONT  TEMPI,E,  BOSTON. 

OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
Kevere  House.  Terms  :  —  §50  p^^r  quarter  of  24  lessonsj 
two  a  week  ;  S30  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 

YOUNG  UBIES'  VOCAL  MUSIC  SCHOOL 

E.  R.  BLAIVCHARD,  Teacher. 

This  School  is  designed  for  those  who  wish  to  acquire  the 
ability  to  read  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapt- 
ed to  the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fie  themselves  to  teach 
singing  in  scbools,  or  to  receive  instruction,  from  the  best  mas- 
ters, in  the  Cultivation  of  the  Voice,  Style,  &c. 

Address,  care  of  Geo.  J.  Webb  &  Oo  ,  No.  3  Winter  street. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHER   OF  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  I'iano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Riuhakdson,  28;i  Washington  St.  or  Q.  P. 
Keed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

Beferekces  :— Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  83  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  "Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Wichols,  :;0  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.        ~        Feb.  18. 

THOMAS    RYAN, 
TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

RESIDENCE,  19  FRANKLIN  STREET. 

PEINCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  vaiiety.  from  ®45  to  StlSO,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  lodge-room,  or  small  chunh.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Trince  &  (Jo. 
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ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 
TEACHER    OP    THE    PIANO-PORTE. 

Resideuce,    84    Piiickney    Street. 

Sept  1  tf 

ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OF   THE  PIANO-PORTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Keed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Nortolk  House,  Koxbury  Sept  9 

J.    TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE. 
Residence  No.  56  Kneeland  Street. 
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[Translated  for  this  Journal.] 

Mozart's  "Don  Giovanni," 

BY  A.  OULIBICHEFF. 

(Continued  from  last  week.) 
"  NoN  Mi  Dir." 
We  take  leave  of  Anna  in  the  air :  Non  mi  dir, 
hell'  idol  mio  (Tell  me  not,  beloved,  &c.,)  the  only 
one  in  the  whole  opera,  in  which  Mozart  finds 
himself  at  open  variance  with  hispoet.  Da  Ponte 
believes  in  Anna's  marriage,  and  Mozart  knows 
that  it  is  impossible  ;  Da  Ponte  lets  her  turn  her 
eyes  upon  the  future,  and  the  musician  translates 
this  hope  into  a  melancholy  reminiscence  of  the 
past.     Where  is  the  lofty  heroine  of  the  first  act, 


the  goddess  of  the  Sextet ;  where  that  voice  whose 
slightest  accents  woke  in  us  a  tragic  fever ;  which 
summoned  up  the  tempest  of  the  orchestra,  com- 
manded the  invisible  powers,  and  like  a  chosen  one 
ascended  in  the  starry  crown  of  glory  to  the  skies  ? 
Alas  !  that  voice  has  scarcely  the  strength  left  to 
heave  a  sigh.  How  very  different  the  recitative  : 
Crudele  !  ah  no  mio  bene  from  the  two  first ;  what 
a  weariness  of  life,  what  exhaustion  is  expressed 
in  the  instrumental  figures,  despite  a  text  so  full 
of  tenderness  and  hope !  The  Andante  of  the 
aria  consists  of  the  same  figures  with  the  reci- 
tative, which  seem  to  be  the  ruins  of  the  person, 
and  which,  transferred  to  the  voice-part,  produce 
a  song  all  the  more  mournful,  that  this  mourn- 
fulness  conceals  itself  under  a  cheerful  guise. 
Calma,  calma  il  tuo  tormento  (calm  thy  anguish,) 
says  the  inconsolable  Anna,  while  she  endeavors 
to  console  the  poor  Ottavio.  At  first  she  says  it 
to  him  in  a  pretty  firm  tone  ;  but  as  she  tries  to 
say  it  again,  that  mournful  touch  of  the  violins, 
which  was  scarcely  perceptible  in  the  recitative 
and  was  suppressed  by  force,  breaks  through  all 
resistance  and  develops  itself  in  a  series  of  re- 
mote keys,  loaded  with  flats,  which  by  degrees 
impart  to  it  the  character  of  the  darkest  melan- 
-choly,  and  lead  to  the  wonderful  conclusion  of 
the  Andante  upon  a  hold.  Mozart  has  aban- 
doned the  positive  and  actual  sense  of  the  text : 
Calma,  calma  il  luo  tormento,  and  given  it  the 
future  and  conditional  sense  contained  in  the 
second  member  of  the  sentence  :  se  di  dual  non 
vuoi  ch'io  moro  (if  you  would  not  have  me  die  of 
grief,)  an  anomaly  which  proves  clearly  enough 
the  difference  of  views  between  the  poet  and 
the  musician. 

This  want  of  unity  continues  and  grows  still 
more  prominent  in  the  Allegretto :  Forse  un 
giorno  il  cielo  ancora  sentira  pieta  di  me  (per- 
haps one  day  heaven  will  yet  feel  pity  for  me.) 
The  poet  said  to  himself,  as  he  wrote  this  text : 
Here  is  the  flame  newly  kindled.  He  deceived 
himself;  this  was  but  the  last  blazing  up  of  a  flame, 
when  its  fuel  is  consumed,  and  the  precursor  of 
total  darkness.  For  so  the  music  lets  us  under- 
stand it.  The  Allegretto  is  a  soaring  into  the 
unknown  regions,  where  peace  dwells,  peace 
which  the  soul  fore-feels  and  yearns  for  in  its  suf- 
ferings. It  is  a  sublime  farewell,  in  which  are 
mingled  certain  hurried  recollections  of  a  life  full 
of  love,  of  innocence  and  virgin  poesy,  which  a 
day  has  destroyed  and  withered  in  its  bloom. 
This  lofty  elegy  is  spoiled  somewhat  by  elegant 


roulades,  which  are  as  untimely  here  as  those  in 
the  air :  11  mio  tesoro  were  in  their  right  place.  All 
we  can  say  is,  that  Mozart  had  to  show  some 
favor  to  a  singer  who  had  shown  so  much  to  him. 
La  Saporeti  was  only  a  little  provincial  prima 
donna,  modest  and  without  much  assumption,  but 
at  the  same  time  a  good  musician.  She  was  wil- 
ling to  sing  Donna  Anna,  just  as  the  master  wrote 
it,  provided  he  would  compensate  her  on  the  other 
hand  by  a  few  roulades  intermingled  with  a  high 
staccato,  at  the  end  of  her  role.  The  staccato 
was  probably  her  strong  point.  Could  one  refuse 
such  reasonable  conditions  ?  Two  lines  too  much 
in  a  score  of  five  hundred  pages,  that  were  an 
excellent  bargain  for  the  composer.  Fancy  what 
would  have  become  of  the  opera  of  operas,  had 
Mozart  had  to  deal  with  the  high  singing  and 
roulade-makiniy  powers,  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
dictating  to  the  maestro  with  detailed  exactness 
the  whole  course  of  their  arias,  very  much  as  his 
excellency  the  ambassador  plans  out  with  his  head 
cook  the  bill  of  fare  for  a  diplomatic  dinner. 

The  Finale. 

Allegro  Assai,  in  D,  4-4  time.  The  first  scenes 
of  the  Finale  have  been  censured  as  being  weak 
in  music  and  empty  in  regard  to  action.  But  the 
objectors  have  forgotten  that  they  are  only  pre- 
paratory ;  and  as  a  preparation  we  regard  them 
as  the  happiest  invention.  The  poetic  thought  in 
them  is  admirable.  Most  of  the  acting  persons 
have  taken  leave  of  the  spectator;  the  nobler 
tendencies  and  nobler  faiths  have  vanished.  The 
hero  of  the  play  remains  alone,  clinging  to  no- 
thing but  the  roots  of  egotism,  like  a  tree  stripped 
of  leaves  and  bark.  One  last  attachment,  in- 
creased through  all  that  should  destroy  it,  knocks 
yet  once  more  at  this  door,  whose  threshold  soon 
shall  be  overgrown  by  the  weeds  of  oblivion. 
This  last  tie  breaks,  like  all  others,  against  the 
impenetrable,  hardened  heart  of  stone.  In  the 
meantime  it  has  grown  late ;  there  are  no  more 
unseasonable  visits  to  be  dreaded  ;  after  the  gas- 
tronomic pleasures  of  a  supper  and  voluptuous 
music,  one  can  go  to  bed,  to  sleep  in  peace  and 
in  the  morning  wake  to  new  enjoyments.  To 
bed  indeed,  but  in  the  grave ;  to  sleep,  but  not  to 
wake  again. 

After  so  much  driving  round  and  so  many 
nocturnal  adventures,  one  would  think  that  Don 
Juan,  when  he  came  home,  would  have  been 
somewhat  fatigued.  But  no,  he  is  indefatigable, 
and  moreover  a  philosopher,  always  bent  on 
taking  enjoyment,  under  whatever  form  it  offers 
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itself,  by  way  of  offset  to  the  enjoyments  that 
have  miscarried.  The  present  on  the  whole  has 
been  a  lost  day ;  the  number  on  the  list  remains  as 
before ;  on  the  other  hand  Giovanni  has  brought 
home  an  excellent  appetite,  un  barbaro  appetito, 
as  his  man  expresses  it.  Luckily  the  supper, 
that  had  been  ordered  on  the  occasion  of  Zer- 
lina's  wedding,  is  found  still  untouched ;  luckily, 
since  neither  ball  nor  wedding  came  to  a 
good  end.  To  fill  up  the  measure  of  the  fortu- 
nate coincidence,  the  musicians,  who  had  been 
so  suddenly  interrupted  in  the  middle  of  the 
dance,  have  not  yet  gone  away ;  they  have  re- 
tired to  the  sideboard,  where  they  have  been 
richly  provided  with  eatables  and  drinkables. 
Everything  coincides  so  capitally,  that,  when  the 
master  of  the  house  comes  home,  he  lights  up  the 
hall  and  finds  the  supper  brought  up  and  the 
orchestra  ready.  It  did  not  require  so  much  to 
banish  even  all  recollection  of  the  late  appari- 
tions ;  for  the  most  ideal  trait  in  Pon  Juan's  char- 
acter is  an  utter  indifference  to  both  past  and 
future.  He  belongs  to  that  anomalous  class  of 
men,  who  live  for  the  present  moment.  AVith 
him,  what  is  no  longer  or  what  is  not  yet  is  pure 
chimerical  abstraction. 

The  Finale  commences  in  a  lively,  brilliant 
manner.  From  the  full  orchestra  festive  sounds 
ring  out,  exhorting  to  full  justice  to  the  dishes 
and  the  flagons.  Gia  la  mensa  e  preparata  ! 
(The  table  is  already  prepared.)  As  soon  as 
Giovanni  has  seated  himself  at  the  table,  the 
musicians  begin.  These  gentlemen,  with  whom 
we  have  already  made  acquaintance  during  the 
ball  in  the  first  act,  are  up  to  the  fashionable 
taste  and  know  all  the  musical  novelties.  They 
play,  without  troubling  themselves  much  about 
the  transitions,  a  string  of  favorite  pieces,  taken 
from  the  operas  that  were  in  favor  in  the  year 
1783.  Was  not  this  an  exceedingly  happy 
thought,  a  most  instructive  lesson  in  an  opera, 
which  will  last  as  long  as  music  itself  lasts,  to  in- 
sert these  reminiscences  of  ephemeral  productions, 
which  the  fashion  placed  above  "  Don  Juan  !  " 
Would  anybody  now  remember  these  melodies, 
these  shadows  of  a  past  enjoyment,  if  Mozart  had 
not  used  them  here  as  table-music,  as  light  pieces 
perfectly  suitable  for  gastronomic  pleasures,  in 
spite  of  the  proverb  that  a  hungry  stomach  has 
no  ears  ?  And  while  this  music  plays  away,  they 
eat  and  laugh  and  drink ;  Leporello  praises  the 
musicians  and  the  cook;  he  smuggles  a  piece  of 
fowl  off  to  one  side,  and  the  master,  who  pretends 
not  to  observe  the  theft,  commands  him  with  his 
full  cheeks  to  whistle.  To  make  this  foolery  as 
entertaining  as  it  would  have  been  flat  without 
music,  Mozart  had  the  courage  to  borrow  one  of 
the  arias  out  of  his  own  Figaro. 

But  already  the  cock  has  crowed  for  the  third 
time.  Some  one  comes  up  the  stairs.  Who  can 
it  be  so  late  at  night,  that  has  not  yet  been  in  bed, 
or  has  already  risen  again  before  the  dawn  ?  It 
is  Donna  Elvira.  The  musicians,  who  know  the 
ways  and  customs  of  the  house,  take  themselves 
off  the  moment  that  they  see  a  lady  appear,  and 
the  dramatic  orchestra  begins  an  Allegro  assai 
in  B  flat  major,  3-4  measure.  Never  was  Elvira 
moie  noble  and  more  touching  than  in  this  scene. 
She  comes  no  more  to  beg  Don  Juan's  sympa- 
thy and  pity;  for  his  own  sake  she  conjures  him, 
on  her  knees  and  with  an  irresistible  expression  : 
Ah  !  non  deridere  gV  affanni  miei  (Ah  !  do  not 
deride   my   sorrows.)      That  voice  would   have 


hastened  the  repentance  of  the  fallen  angel  Aba- 
donna  ;  it  would  have  converted  Faust  more  cer- 
tainly than  Margaret's  tears.  And  Don  Juan  ? 
Stronger  in  heart  and  logic  than  Faust,  and 
possibly  the  peer  of  Mephistopheles,  save  that 
the  body  of  the  latter,  as  a  demon  in  human 
form,  is  a  poor  joke,  Don  Juan  feels,  by  reason  of 
this  very  difference,  surprised :  lo  ti  deridere  ? 
(I  deride  thee  ?)  No,  indeed,  he  thinks  no  more 
of  that,  of  laughing  at  this  lady  who  never  seemed 
to  him  before  so  beautiful ;  and  that  is  just  what 
spoils  the  case.  For  one  sees,  that  Elvira's  eyes, 
so  moist  with  tenderness  and  sparkling  with  in- 
spiration, her  graceful  kneeling  posture,  her  white 
shoulders,  her  fair,  well-rounded  arms,  upraised 
in  supplication,  already  in  advance  destroy  the 
impression  of  her  speech.  In  the  want  of  all 
other  society  nothing  can  come  more  apt  to  Don 
Giovanni's  wishes,  than  to  detain  her  now  that 
she  happens  to-be  with  him,  although  he  had  not 
expected  her.  His  cold,  coarse  manner  is 
changed  into  a  sort  of  gallantry.  The  cosa  voJete 
(what  do  you  want,)  with  which  Elvira  was  re- 
ceived on  entering,  was  an  incivility ;  the  die 
vuol  mio'  bene  (what  is  your  wish,  my  love  V) 
which  after  a  short  scrutiny  and  a  moment's 
reflection  he  addresses  to  her,  sounds  almost  ten- 
der. Hereupon  he  adds,  passing  one  arm  around 
her  waist :  E  se  ti  place,  mangia  con  me  (If  you 
please,  eat  with  me.)  His  unworthy  response 
is  rejected  with  horror.  Ha !  if  she  is  going  to 
assume  that  tone  toward  him,  Giovanni  will  show 
her  how  much  will  be  gained  by  preaching 
morality  to  people  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Sermon  for  sermon,  he  also  can  preach  to  her : 
Vivan  le  femine  !  viva  il  buon  vino  !  soslegno  e 
gloria  d'umanita!  The  philosophy  of  Epicurus 
and  the  poesy  of  Anacreon  are  blended  in  this 
melody,  which  in  a  few  periods  comprises  the 
perfect  libertine,  the  debauchee  by  temperament 
and  by  system.  There  he  is,  you  have  him 
before  your  eyes,  carelessly  stretched  out  in  his 
arm  chair,  his  glass  held  up  like  a  banner,  with 
the  expression  of  voluptuousness  in  his  eyes,  of 
the  most  impure  joy  in  his  heart,  proud  and  self- 
satisfied,  wrapped  in  his  imperturbable  egoism, 
opening  the  flood-gates,  without  thinking  of  those 
who  may  be  drowned.  He  fears  nothing,  trou- 
bles himself  about  nothing ;  he  drinks,  he  loves, 
he  sings,  he  enjoys ;  he  is  the  best  fellow  in  the 
world  :  Vivan  le  femine  !  viva  il  buon  vino  !  He 
is  picturesque  in  this  scene,  as  in  nearly  all  in 
which  he  appears. 

"  L'UOM  DI  Sasso." 

Convinced  by  this  last  trial  that  there  is  no 
hope  left,  Elvira  resolves  to  flee  forever  from  the 
place  of  corruption  ;  a  sort  of  cloud  spreads  over 
the  orchestra ;  the  lamps  of  the  supper  table  grow 
pale  and  go  out  one  by  one  ;  Elvira  utters  a  fearful 
shriek  and  rushes  out  at  a  side  door.  Don  Juan, 
who  has  heard  this  shriek,  orders  Leporello  to  go 
and  see  what  is  the  matter.  The  same  nebulous 
crescendo  accompanies  the  steps  of  the  mes- 
senger. Leporello  bounds  back,  repeating  El- 
vira's cry  in  another  chord  of  the  diminished 
seventh.  Che  grido  indiavolato  !  (what  infernal 
noise  !)  What  is  the  matter  then  ?  speak,  speak, 
speak,  wretch  I  Giovanni's  questions  seem  quite 
calm ;  but  why  are  they  repeated  in  such 
rapid  succession!  Is  it  that  he  already  feels  a 
presentiment  of  the  reply  ? 

F  major,  4-4,  Allegro  Molto.  Ask  no  more 
nonsense  now  from  Leporello.     The  time  for  that 


has  passed  for  him,  as  for  his  master,  and.  may 
the  hisses  of  the  whole  parterre  greet  the  ignoble 
actor,  who  from  this  time  forward  shall  allow 
himself  the  smallest  joke  I  An  impersonator  in 
the  opera  must  be  governed  in  his  play  entirely 
by  the  music,  and  the  music  here  expresses  the 
very  agony  of  terror.  Ah !  signor,  per  carita, 
non  andate  fuor  di  qua.  (Ah  !  sir,  for  charity's 
sake,  do  not  go  away  from  here.)  Leporello 
utters  these  words  pantingly  ;  the  inflections  of 
his  voice  would  fain  modulate  themselves  after  a 
convulsive  terror,  whose  inward  motions  shift 
incessantly ;  but  the  modulation  meets  with  an 
invincible  resistance.  Whatever  harmony  ap- 
pears, that  obstinate  F  of  the  bass  cuts  short  its 
course  and  hurls  it  back,  overwhelmed  with 
dissonances.  It  is  like  that  straining  of  the  chest, 
which  one  feels  after  running  oneself  out  of 
breath,  and  which  causes  pain  at  every  syllable 
as  soon  as  one  attempts  to  speak.  '  This  song, 
broken  up  as  it  is,  forms  a  very  characteristic 
melody,  in  which  the  alternation  of  natural  and 
chromatic  notes  spreads  a  fleeting,  opaline  color- 
ing, a  something  half  real  and  half  fantastic, 
like  the  first  vague  intimations  of  the  marvel- 
lous in  a  ghost  story.  At  length  Leporello  re- 
covers the  free  use  of  speech ;  but  the  thunder- 
ing footsteps,  which  he  has  heard  upon  the  stairs, 
still  hammer  in  his  brain,  as  if  his  skull  were  an 
anvil.  Terror  has  made  a  sonorous  machine 
of  it,  which  by  a  physiological  law  mechanically 
renders  back  the  measured  noise  that  has  taken 
possession  of  the  seat  of  sensation.  To,  ta,  ia,  ia; 
and  when  his  master  bids  him  express  himself 
more  clearly,  he  answers  with  a  new  ta,  ta,  ta,  ta, 
which  is  no  foolery,  but  a  proof  that  Mozart  has 
penetrated  into  the  mysteries  of  the  human 
organization.  The  door  trembles  with  the  strokes 
of  the  orchestra.  Dear  master,  do  you  hear  it  ? 
Open  !  But  this  time  the  too  faithful  servant's 
limbs  refuse  to  serve.  Open,  I  tell  you  !  He 
could  kill  the  wretched  fellow,  sooner  than  he 
could  start  him  from  the  place.  All  that  he  can 
get  out  of  him  is  long-drawn  sighs,  interrupted 
by  the  now  redoubled  blows.  Open  !  but  no, 
there  is  nothing  to  be  done  with  this  wretch. 
We  will  open  ourselves.  An  almost  total  dark- 
ness now  reigns  over  the  stage  ;  there  is  only  left 
the  light  of  two  wax  candles,  which,  as  if  to 
their  own  sorrow,  burn  in  their  silver  can- 
dlesticks upon  the  supper  table.  Giovanni  seizes 
one  of  them,  and  with  his  drawn  sword  in  the 
other  hand  strides  resolutely  to  the  door,  which 
he  pushes  open  with  his  foot.  An  illuminated 
stream  of  air  puts  out  the  candle ;  the  scene  be- 
comes faintly  colored  with  some  bluish  streaks, 
zig-zag  lightnings  flash  across  the  Gothic 
windows,  and  the  muffled  roll  of  subterranean 
thunder  is  heard.  In  the  depth  of  the  scene  the 
gigantic  shape  of  the  Commander  becomes  visi- 
ble, white,  immoveable,  surrounded  by  a  ghastly 
halo.     Andante,  4-4,  D  minor. 

At  this  apparition  one  would  think  that  the 
divine  wrath,  which  had  been  gathering  and 
accumulating  drop  by  drop  in  the  silence  of 
eternal  mystery,  until  it  had  at  last  reached  the 
edge  of  the  cup,  was  now  at  the  appointed  signal 
running  over,  and  with  fearful  inundation  spread- 
ing all  the  terrors  of  the  last  judgment  over  the 
spectators.  How  was  it  possible  for  any  mortal 
head,  without  bursting  or  becoming  crazed,  to 
bring  forth  to  the  world  these  chords,  which  un- 
settle  and   sweep   everything  away  with  them, 
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■which  weigh  upon  the  soul  like  the  whole  weight 
of  human  woe,  combined  into  one  crushing  mass, 
like  the  consciousness  of  the  most  ruinous  and 
irreparable  catastrophe,  like  the  realization  of 
those  presentiments  and  shapes  which  one  avoids 
with  so  much  horror !  Here  the  allegorical  and 
ever  more  transparent  veil,  which  covered  the 
human  action  of  the  drama,  is  rent  asunder ; 
here  the  fable,  the  libretto  ceases.  This  is  the 
visitation  in  person,  which  every  one  of  us  ex- 
pects in  his  own  time,  this  visitation,  the  only 
palpable  reality,  the  only  infallible  certainty 
our  life  affords.  We,  like  Don  Juan,  have  got 
to  open  the  door  to  it,  and  God  grant,  that  the 
terrible  singer  may  have  something  else  to  bring 
before  us  at  our  last  concert  1 

At  the  appearance  of  the  spectre,  Don  Juan 
starts  back  mechanically;  but  almost  instantly 
rec-overing  himself,  he  marches  with  measured 
steps  to  the  other  end  of  the  stage,  throws  away 
his  sword  and  takes  the  attitude  of  one  deter- 
mined to  brave  all.  The  paleness  of  his  face  is 
nothing  but  the  reflection  of  the  deathly  appari- 
tion upon  the  features  of  the  living  beholder; 
the  soul  is  not  pale.  He  knows  that  he  is  lost, 
lost  for  time  and  eternity,  but  he  resolves  not  to 
sue  for  mercy.  Unrepentingness  to  the  end  will 
be  the  last  and  highest  triumph  of  his  pride.  He 
may  fall,  but  it  shall  be,  like  the  colossus  of 
Kbodes,  without  bending  the  knee  or  sinking  the 
head.  Such  must  we  conceive  the  situation  be- 
tween two  speaking  persons,  who  alone  in  the 
whole  wide  poetic  universe  could  hold  such  a 
parley  and  conduct  it  to  the  end.  This  is  the 
second  duel  between  Don  Juan  and  the  Com- 
mander; but  both  have  changed  their  weapons. 
This  time  the  old  man  fights  with  lightnings,  and 
Giovanni  has  nothing  to  oppose  to  him  but  the 
astounding  energy  of  his  own  perverse  will. 

We  have  heard  an  abstract  of  this  scene  in  the 
Andante  of  the  overture.  Frightful  and  'impo- 
sing as  was  the  instrumental  allusion  to  the  event, 
it  becomes  feeble  in  comparison  with  the  actual 
representation.  Instead  of  the  perfect  minor 
chord,  with  which  the  overture  begins,  here 
chords  of  the  diminished  seventh  form  the  com- 
mencement, employing  simultaneously  all  the 
force  of  twenty  orchestral  parts,  and  followed  by 
a  harmony  of  sublime  choral  melody.  The  oc- 
taves of  the  wind  instruments  are  here  supported 
by  the  voice  of  the  phantom,  which  transforms 
the  vague  and  mysterious  awe  into  a  thundering 
terror,  and  the  marvellous  twilight  into  a  noctur- 
nal day  lit  up  by  supernatural  fire.  The  hitherto 
wise  and  sparing  use  of  the  trombones  has  given 
the  composer  this  invaluable  advantage.  These 
trombones,  used  so  lavishly  in  our  day,  would  not 
have  sounded  like  the  summons  to  the  Last  Judrr- 
ment,  if  Mozart  had  not  reserved  them  for  the 
especial  and  exclusive  accompaniment  of  Death; 
if  eager  to  avail  himself  of  their  effect  before,  he 
had  put  them  in  requisition  through  the  whole 
piece. 

(Conclusion  next  week.) 
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Henry  Litolffi 

(From  the  Kevue  et  Gazette  Musicale.) 

Fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago  a  young  man, 
about  nineteen  years  of  age,  arrived  at  Brussels, 
and  expressed  his  desire  to  play  at  the  concerts 
of  the  Conservatoire.  I  granted  his  request.  He 
offered  himself  then  only  as  a  pianist.  Though  a 
pupil  of  Moscheles,  he  had  but  few  of  the  char- 
acteristics of  his  school,  and  was  not  remarkable 


for  the  correctness  of  his  mechanism ;  but  he  had 
fire,  energy,  and  inspiration,  which  gave  his  play- 
ing a  decided  character  of  originality.  He  pro- 
duced a  very  fair  impression  on  his  audience. 
This  young  man's  name  was  Henry  Litolff. 

Well  received  at  Brussels,  he  remained  there, 
I  think  about  two  years.  During  this  time  his 
intelligence  became  developed  and  his  musical 
ideas  enlarged.  He  conceived  the  idea  of  a  Sym- 
phony-Concerto, in  which  the  orchestra  was  not 
merely  to  play  the  part  of  accompanist,  but  was 
equally  divided  with  the  pianoforte.  Litolff  then 
knew  harmony  only  by  instinct,  and  had  no  ex- 
perience in  instrumentation  ;  nevertheless,  what 
he  did  not  know  theoretically  he  knew  instinct- 
ively. His  work  was  full  of  original  ideas  and 
new  effects.  He  begged  me  to  let  him  hear  it 
himself  first :  perhaps  he  did  not  exactly  know 
what  he  had  written  for  the  public ;  but  he  had 
boldness — a  qualification  indispensable  to  talent. 
He  found  me — what  I  have  always  been,  what  I 
will  ever  be  to  3'oung  artists — encouraging,  and 
quite  disposed  to  satisfy  his  wish.  At  the  first  re- 
hearsal, I  saw  there  was  something  for  the  fu- 
ture ;  the  success  of  the  performance  proved  that 
I  was  not  deceived. 

A  short  time  after,  Litolff  left  Brussels  to  tra- 
vel. Where  he  went,  and  what  he  did,  during  the 
first  years,  I  am  ignorant  of,  for  I  lost  sight  of 
him.  I  saw,  however,  by  the  musical  journals 
that  he  was  twice  in  Holland.  In  1843  he  was  at 
Frankfort,  the  following  year  at  Leipzig,  in  1845 
at  Dresden  and  Berlin,  where  he  gave  seven  or 
eight  concerts,  and  in  1848  at  Vienna.  The 
same  journals  had  mentioned  bis  bringing  out  at 
Brunswick  two  operas,  named  La  Fiancee  de  Ky- 
nast  and  Catherine  Howard;  but  they  mentioned 
nothing  of  the  talent  which  I  had  noted,  and 
spoke  only  of  the  artist.  Several  years  had 
elapsed,  when  I  received,  in  the  midst  of  the  poli- 
tical agitations  that  were  passing  round  me,  an 
overture  composed  by  Litolff  for  the  German 
drama  of  the  Girondins.  The  author  had  dedi- 
cated it  to  me  as  a  souvenir,  and  at  the  same  time 
wrote  me  a  few  lines,  in  which  our  old  acquain- 
tance was  mentioned  in  grateful  terms.  I  exam- 
ined the  score  with  interest,  and  found  great 
originality,  immense  progress  in  the  art  of  writing, 
and  an  instrumentation  rich  in  effects.  Never- 
theless, I  dared  not  have  this  work  performed, 
owing  to  the  revolutionary  airs  that  were  inserted 
and  developed  in  it.  Latterly,  I  acknowledge,  I 
forgot  all  about  it,  so  that  the  overture  to  the 
Girondins  was  unknown  in  Brussels  until  very 
lately. 

Arriving  here  last  November,  after  fourteen 
years'  absence,  Henry  Litolff  performed  at  the 
Conservatoire,  on  the  ■26th,  his  fourth  symphony- 
concerto,  which,  with  the  immense  orchestra  of 
that  institution,  made  a  great  impression  on  an 
audience  of  two  thousand  persons.  Since  then, 
he  gave  a  concert  himself,  where  he  played  his 
third  symphony-concerto,  as  well  as  his  fourth. 
The  concert  terminated  with  the  overture  to  the 
Girondins.  All  these  works  were  received  with 
unanimous  and  enthusiastic  applause.  A  second 
concert  has  been  announced,  and  the  new  pro- 
gramme contains  some  new  compositions,  among 
which  is  the  overture  composed  by  Litolff  to 
Griepenkerl's  tragedy  of  Robespierre.  Already 
the  announcement  of  the  concert  has  caused  a 
sensation  in  the  musical  world  of  Brussels,  where 
Litolff  has  found  himself  thoroughly  appreciated. 
*  *  *  Among  the  Germans  of  our  time — it  is 
with  music  as  with  philosophy — it  seems  that  there 
is  for  music,  as  for  absolute  truth,  a  great  pro- 
blem to  be  solved  by  the  despairing  crowd  ;  while 
the  fanatics  of  opposite  systems  declare  themselves 
to  be  alone  the  possessors  of  the  required  solution. 
For  one  party  of  these  sectarians,  the  past  is  but 
the  preparation  for  the  future,  the  beautiful  of 
former  times  has  value  but  in  its  own  period.  In 
their  works  is  the  perfection  sought  only  to  be 
found,  ilt  is  true  that  the  public  does  not  agree 
with  them ;  but  this  is  nothing,  for  they  simply  say 
to  the  public,  "  The  mass  is  by  nature  unintelli- 
gent; you  are  so,  and  therefore  you  are  not  capa- 
ble of  understanding.  It  is  not  therefore  for  you 
that  we  write  our  works,  but  for  the  future !" 
Poor  future!     You  will  be  exceedingly  amusing 
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if  you  hug  yourself  with  the  idea  of  all  that  is 
destined  for  you.  But  you  will  not  be  more  stupid 
than  the  present  generation,  and  you  will  not 
recall  to  your  remembrance  the  great  efforts  that 
were  made  for  you. 

*  «  *  »  I  know  well  those  of  whom  I  speak 
do  not  fail  to  say  to  every  one,  that  Beethoven 
was  not  understood  till  after  his  death ;  and  they 
have  so  often  repeated  this  fable  that  they  have 
ended  by  believing  it.  But  it  is  an  untruth,  for 
the  illustrious  artist,  little  conciliating  in  character, 
was  occupied  all  his  life  in  avoiding  the  numer- 
ous testimonies  of  admiration  which  poured  upon 
him  from  all  sides.  He  was  an  object  of  venera- 
tion to  the  whole  of  the  city  of  Vienna,  and  even 
the  porters,  sinking  beneath  the  weight  of  their 
burdens,  stood  aside  with  respect  to  let  him  pass 
when  they  met  him  in  the  streets.  Want  of  faith 
alone  is  the  reproach  to  the  Parisians  for  not  hav- 
ing understood  the  symphonies  of  Beethoven  till 
he  slept  in  his  tomb.  The  first  time  that  the 
symphony  in  C  minor,  the  Eroica,  the  one  in  A, 
and  the  Pastorale  were  played  at  the  Suciete  des 
Concerts,  nothing  was  heard  but  expressions  of 
admiration;  they  made  a  perfect /urore.  Never 
before  had  those  works  been  heard  in  Paris. 
'  I  have  said  it  a  hundred  times,  and  I  say  it 
again,  that  music  is  not  the  product  of  the  faculty 
of  conception,  but  that  of  the  imagination  in  the 
synthesis  of  idea  and  sentiment.  If,  then,  the 
members  of  this  party  who  aspire  to  become  a 
school  have  produced  nothing  that  is  popular,  it  is 
that  their  imagination  has  been  wanting. 

It  is  that  which  distinguishes  Litolflf  from  them  ; 
of  him,  it  may  be  said  that  he  is  a  poet — that  he 
feels ;  that  he  has  ideas,  inspiration,  and  charm. 
By  these  he  appears  to  me  to  have  all  the  Ger- 
man talent  for  instrumental  music.  I  know  well 
that  he  has  great  faults :  he  does  not  know  how 
to  end.  He  repeats  too  often  not  only  the  same 
ideas,  but  the  same  form  of  ideas.  The  tendency 
to  coloring  is  foremost  in  his  thoughts.  Lastly, 
his  genius — for  we  can  use  this  word  in  speaking 
of  him — like  every  other  genius,  shows  the  influ- 
ence of  his  own  times,  which  tends  to  exaggera- 
tion ;  but  all  this  is  set  aside  by  his  originality — 
by  the  abundance  of  his  resources — by  the  charm 
of  peculiar  phrases — and  by  the  excellence  of  his 
effects  in  instrumentation,  which  are  less  the  re- 
sult of  experience  than  of  intuition. 

I  say  then  with  confidence  there  is  a  great  musi- 
cian in  Germany,  and  his  name  is  Henry  Litolff. 

rfiTis. 
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Gleanings  from  German  Papers. 

We  learn  that  our  friend  Alfred  Jaell  has 
been  prevented  from  keeping  several  engagements, 
among  them  a  series  of  Concerts  at  Berlin,  by  get- 
ting his  thumb  caught  and  crushed  in  the  door  of 
the  car,  on  his  way  to  that  city. 

The  Berlin  Sing  Akademie,  at  a  Concert  for  a 
charity,  have  revived  the  opera,  Dido,  text  by 
Rellstab,  music  by  Bernard  Klein,  to  be  sung 
as  an  oratorio.  This  work  was  damned  upon  its 
single  representation  some  thirty  years  since, 
though  the  best  authorities  in  Berlin  now  consider 
it  as  worthy  a  place  with  Mozart's  Figaro,  Beet- 
hoven's Fidelia,  and  other  works  which  upon  their 
first  production  suffered  the  same  fate. 

At  the  first  Concert  of  the  Royal  Orchestra's 
second  series  (of  three  concerts,)  the  overtures 
were  Weber's  "  The  Ruler  of  the  Spirits,"  and 
Cherubini's  "Lodoiska."  The  Symphonies, — 
Haydn's  G  major,  (recently  noticed  by  our  Diarist_) 
the  finale  of  which  called  out  an  unanimous  en- 
core, and  as  a  contrast  Beethoven's  great  C  minor. 

KuLLAH,  the  great  pianist,  has  left  the  Conser- 
vatorium  founded  a  few  years  since  by  Marx,  and 
in  conjunction  with  Deiin  and  others  has  estab- 
lished a  new  school. 

The  original  autograph  score  of  Mozart's  "Don 
Juan"  was  lately  offered  to  the  Royal  Library  in 


^J^ 


DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC, 


Berlin  for  sale,  at  about  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 
It  was  not  purchased  however,  on  the  ground  that 
the  Library  already  possesses  nnany  of  Mozart's 
MSS.,  and  this  sum  can  be  made  of  much  more 
use  to  the  public  in  another  way. 


New  Systems  of  Notation. — Dr.  Marx 
says,  in  a  note  to  his  "  General  Musical  Instruc- 
tion." 

It  is  very  desirable  that  every  one  who  takes  an 
interest  in  music,  should  thoroughly  comprehend 
the  advantages  of  our  system  of  notation  (which 
will  be  still  more  manifest  when  we  show  in  the 
first  section  of  the  second  division,  its  singular  ap- 
titude for  the  exemplification  of  rhythmical  propor- 
tions) since  from  time  to  time,  up  to  the  present 
moment,  schemes  for  new  systems,  often  of  the 
most  extraordinary  description,  have  been  made 
public.  Such  propositions,  to  abandon  a  system 
whose  origin  recedes  unknown,  into  tens  of  centu- 
ries, coeval  with  all  Art,  and  improved  and  illus- 
trated by  all  Art-loving  nations;  such  propositions 
can  be  entertained  only  where  the  reasonableness, 
necessity,  and  power  of  historical  development 
are  forgotten.  These  undertakings  can  indeed 
have  no  influence  on  the  steadfastness  and  pros- 
perity of  Art;  but  they  may  disturb  and  mislead 
the  inexperienced,  and  perhaps  numerous  bodies 
of  students  for  a  time,  and  even  detach  them  from 
high  musical  education. 

That  the  vivid  self-descriptiveness  of  our  nota- 
tion is  entirely  absent  from  these  new  systems, 
and  that  they  only  recite  a  number  of  notes  with- 
out exhibiting  their  rhythmic  proportions,  is  abun- 
dantly manifest.  Moreover,  the  supporters  of  these 
systems  do  not  attribute  to  them  an  equal  rank 
with  our  notation.  They  are  to  be  used  for  a 
time  only,  to  spare  the  learning  of  the  notation 
until  further  advancement ;  but  the  notation  must 
be  learned  at  last,  and  therefore  two  systems  in- 
stead of  one  only. 


lay. 


Diary  Abroad.— No.  12. 

Berlin.  Feb.  5.  —  I  was  speaking  of  Joachim. 
Another  year  passes  away  and  Joachim  is  fif- 
teen. He  is  no  longer  content  with  Spohr,  but  in  the 
Gewandliaus  concert  (Jan.  18,  1845)  rises  to  the  lofty 
poetry  of  Beethoven.  I  wish  time  and  space  allowed 
me  to  translate  the  notice  of  his  playing  this  concerto — 
but  it  occupies  as  much  space  in  the  criticism  as  all  the 
other  performances.  "  He  has  proved  his  vocation  as  an 
artist;"  "his  two  free  cadences  are  worthy  of  special 
note,"  and  so  on;  and  his  playing  *'is  so  round  and  cer- 
tain, his  tone  so  grand  and  sonorous  and  so  pure  withal 
even  in  the  highest  and  most  difficult  octaves,  his  style 
so  natural  and  yet  so  independent,  that  one  can  only  be- 
lieve in  his  youth  when  he  looks  athim." 

The  next  Autumn  he  is  thought  worthy  to  supply  the 
place  of  Clara  Schumann,  who  was  prevented  by  ill- 
ness from  appearing  in  a  concert  at  Dresden — no  small 
compliment  to  the  young  artist's  attainments.  A  month 
later  and  at  the  Gewandhaus  concert  the  vocal  pieces 
are  by  Jenny  Lind,  the  instrumental  by  our  youth,  now 
sixteen.  He  plays  an  Adagio  and  Rondo  with  orchestra, 
and  a  Caprice  by  Ernst — the  former  his  own  composi- 
tion!    So  he  still  rises  in  the  scale. 

In  the  next  annual  series  of  the  famous  Leipzig  con- 
certs, Joachim  appears  in  a  Beethoven  Concerto — and 
the  critics  warn  him  not  to  lose  sight  of  expression  and 
feeling  in  his  study  of  technics;  a  few  weeks  later  he 
gives  a  work  by  David  so  finely,  that  the  eulogist  says, 
speaking  of  him:  "the  future  will  also  have  its  men!" 
But  what?  In  a  city,  where  in  1847  such  a  congress  of 
virtuosos  was  assembled,  does  the  Gewandhaus  call 
upon  the  boy  for  a  third  time  in  one  series  of  concerts? 
So  it  appears;  and  see  to  what  a  height  he  has  now  at- 
tained. The  music  is  all  of  the  last  century,  from  Bach 
and  Handel  to  Gluck;  and  Joachim  has  for  his  share 
two  pieces:  **  Adagio  and  Fugue  for  the  Viohn  sob," 
and  "Chaconne  for  Violin  solo,"  both  by  J.S.Bach! 
But  why  go  on?  In  1848  he  visits  Hamburg  and  plays 
there  with  great  applause,  and  on  his  return  is  made  a 
regular  member  in  full  communion  of  the  Leipzig  or- 
chestra. His  name  becomes  wider  known,  he  visits 
Berlin ;  and  all,  from  the  steady-going  old  contrapuntists, 


down  to  the  most  fanciful  disciples  of  the  new  school, 
place  him  at  at  the  head  of  the  violinists. 

In  September  when  I  was  in  Hanover,  in  which  city 
he  now  resides  as  member  of  the  Royal  Orchestraj 
Capt.  T.  had  much  to  say  about  the  perfection  of  that 
body  of  performers,  and  seemed  to  think  that  it  was 
sufficient  to  prove  his  words,  when  he  told  me,  that 
among  the  first  violins  was — Joachim!  what  need  be 
said  more?  And  so,  for  once  in  my  life,  I  began  to  have 
a  great  curiosity  to  hear  a  violin  virtuoso.  Nothing  thus 
far  had  excited  this  feeling,  save  in  the  case  of  Therese 
Milanollo — whom  I  have  not  yet  heard.  I  have 
greatly  enjoyed  concertos,  as  I  have  heard  them  at  home 
and  abroad,  played  by  men  of  no  particular  fame — 
much  more  than  any  of  the  tricks  of  the  famous  men 
that  have  come  in  my  way.  Let  me  see,  years  ago  I 
did  go  once  to  hear  Ole  Bull — but  once  only.  My 
wish  has  been  to  hear  Mendelssohn's,  Bekthoven's, 
Mozart's,  Paganini's  music,  and  that  of  other  real 
composers;  the  performer  was  not  the  attraction.  But 
now  a  desire  grew  up  to  hear  Joachim.  Let  him  play 
what  he  will,  I  must  hear  him.  There  was  no  hope  of 
this  however,  unless  I  moved  for  the  winter  to  Hanover. 

In  general,  I  am,  and  have  been  always  quite  indif- 
ferent to  all  virtuoso-ism — whether  with  voice  or  instru- 
ment. For  instance,  Jenny  Lind  gave  several  con 
certs  here  before  she  went  to  America,  and  I  might  have 
heard  her  for  75  cents — but  preferred  the  opera.  One 
female  pianist,  however,  I  have  for  years  had  the  great- 
est desire  to  hear — Clara  Schumann.  She  was  here 
on  the  fourth  of  December,  and  the  articles  which  her 
concert  called  forth,  and  the  magnificent  programme  of 
performance:  —  Beethoven's  Concerto  in  G;  Weber's 
Concert-stuck;  and  works  of  Mendelssohn,  Chopin,  Heller 
and  her  husband— aroused  me  quite  up  to  concert  (going) 
pitch.  "  The  best  living  player  of  Beethoven,"  said  one. 
"  The  first  to  make  Chopin  known,"  said  another,  and 
so  on.  Then  too,  W.  had  heard  her  in  Weimar  not  long 
before,  and  had  no  words  to  express  his  delight. 

She  will  give  another  concert  for  her  husband  and 
children's  sake?  But  morning  after  morning  I  opened 
my  Nntional  Ztilung,  and  found  none  advertised. 

Virtue  will  have  its  reward,  they  say.  The  virtue  in 
this  case  was  that  of  sympathy  with  my  kind — with 
those  "  humans "  who  go  to  concerts  to  see  the  per- 
formers— and  the  reward,  this  announcement: 

*'  hn  Saale  der  Sing-Akademie^  Soiree  von  Clara  Schu- 
mann und  Joseph  Joachim." 

A  slightcircumstance  raised  me  to  at  least  half  a  tone 
above  the  aforesaid  concert  (going)  pitch.  I  was  at  my 
thankless  (almost  hopeless,  alas!)  task,  in  the  Royal 
Library,  when  a  young  man  came  in,  somewhat  above 
middle  size,  strongly  built,  face  rather  thin,  though  the 
leading  features,  nose,  mouth,  chin,  are  large,  well-formed 
and  noble;  the  forehead  broad,  but  apparently  not  high, 
owing  to  the  immense  mass  of  black  hair,  which  grows 
down  low  upon  it;  the  eyes  not  very  large  and  some- 
what injured  in  their  expression  by  near-sightedness. 
As  he  spoke  with  the  Professor,  the  whisper  passed 
round,  "  Joachim,  Joachim  !"  In  the  afternoon  I  went 
to  a  distant  part  of  the  city  to  deliver  a  letter,  and  there 
upon  the  writing  table  were  lying  the  original  autograph 
scores  of  several  of  Beethoven's  works,  among  them 
that  Quartet  which  contains  the  movement  over  which, 
in  Beethoven's  own  hand  (in  German),  stands  "  Song  of 
thanksgiving  offered  to  the  Deity  by  a  convalescent,  in 
the  Lydian  Mode."  While  looking  at  this,  Joachim 
entered.  Of  this  unexpected  interview  I  have  nothing 
to  relate,  save  that  the  love  and  reverence  for  the  great 
master,  which  he  exhibited,  wrought  upon  me  some- 
what as  Jenny  Lind's  reverence  for  her  Art  seems  to 
have  operated  upon  so  many  among  us,  who  generally 
think  more  of  music  than  of  executants. 

Of  the  three  concerts  given  by  the  two  artisls  together 
I  heard  two.     The  programmes  were:  for  Dec.  16th — 


1.  Sonata  in  Dminor,  by  Robert  Schumann,  played  by  his  wife. 
2   Two  Songs  by  Mendelsaohn,  sung  in  chorus  by  cnemberfl  of 
Stern's  Singing  Society. 

3.  Prelude  and  Fugue  for  the  Violin  alone,  by  J.  S.  Bach, 

Joachim. 

4.  Variations  in  B  flat,  op.  83,  by  Mendelssohn, 

Clara  Schumann. 

PART  n. 
6.  Sonata  in  G,  op.  30,  by  Beethoven,  {for  Piano-fhrte 

and  Violin,) Joachim  and  Clara  Schumann. 

6.  Two  Songa  by  Robert  Schumann, Stern's  Society.. 


Fantasie  Stiick  by  Woldemar  Bargiel,  (from  op,  8.) 
Notturno,  by  Chopin. 
Rondo  from  Weber's  Sonata  in  C. 
Clara  Schumann. 
Q    f  Prelude  in  E,  by  Bach. 

I  Variations  from  Paganini's  Capriccio,  for  Violin. 
Joachim. 

For  Dec.  20th:— 

PAET  I. 

-.    f  Prelude  and  Fugue,  by  Bach. 
*-'  \  Sonata  iu  C,  (op.  53,)  by  Beethoven. 
Clara  Schumann. 
2   Sarabande  and  Double,  Bourre  and  Double,  both  by 

Bach,  for  Violin, Joachim. 

3.  Fantasy  Piece  for  Piano-forte  and  Violin,  (op.  73.)  by 

Robert  Schumann, Both  artists. 

PART  n. 

4.  Andante  and  Allegro  from  Third  Sonata  for  Violin,  by 

Bach, Joachim. 

i  Romance  from  op.  23, 
'  In  der  Nacht,'  and  '  Des  Abends,'  from  op.  12,  both  by 
Robert  Schumann, Clara  Schumann. 

6.  Sonata,  C  minor,  (op.  30,)  for  Piano-forte  and  Violin, 

by  Beethoven, Both  artists. 

At  the  first  of  these  two  concerts  I  bad  an  excellent 
seat  on  the  centre  passage-way,  and  not  far  from  the 
stage,  and  it  was  truly  pleasant  to  the  eye  for  once  to  see 
the  Sing-Akademie's  hall  full,  the  auditorium  having  no 
seat  unfilled,  and  the  eighty  voices  (about)  of  the  Stem 
Society,  with  twenty  or  thirty  auditors,  filling  the  stage 
so  far  as  to  prevent  a  sense  of  emptiness.  For  a  concert 
of  this  kind  I  know  no  hall  finer.  The  audience,  I  saw 
at  a  glance,  was  of  the  chosen  people  of  Berlin,  musi- 
cally speaking — not  a  few  of  them,  also,  biblically  speak- 
ing—men and  women  to  whom  the  styles  and  excel- 
lences of  every  great  pianist  and  violinist  for  thirty  j'ears 
back  were  perfectly  familiar.  For  novices,  or  second- 
rate  performers,  what  an  ordeal  to  pass !  Sh !  there  they 
come.  The  first  appearance  of  a  virtuoso — I  mean  the 
manner  in  which  he  or  she  comes  forward  to  the  task — 
goe^  no  small  way  with  me  in  my  feeling  toward  them. 
I  could  ask  nothing  better  here.  It  was  just  as  it  should 
be.  Clara  Schumann  and  Joachim  came  forward  to- 
gether from  behind  the  choir  as  calmly  as  if  in  their 
own  room — as  if  every  one  knew  them  and  they  knew 
every  one.  There  was  no  bowing  and  scraping,  and 
fidgeting  and  fussing,  and  simpering  and  smirking,  until 
every  person  of  common  sense  was  almost  "  sick  unto 
death."  Tiiey  came  forward  to  the  piano-forte,  where 
she  quietly  took  her  seat,  and  he  just  as  quietly  took 
one  of  the  unoccupied  chairs  near.  When  she  finished 
her  Sonata,  she  quietly  sat  down  by  him,  and  there  they 
sat  and  listened,  both  quietly,  to  the  Lieder  by  the  choir. 
This  air  of  quiet  and  repose  was  so  refreshing!  Then 
the  audience  sat  and  chatted  a  few  minutes,  and  so  did 
they;  and  then  he  rose  up  to  give  us  the  Prelude  and 
Fugue  for  the  violin  alone.  Well,  he  played  it.  There 
was  no  flourish  about  it,  he  laid  his  violin  lovingly  to  his 
cheek,  and  his  instrument  sang  old  Bach's  mu.sic  so 
clearly,  distinctly,  powerfully,  gently,  and  with  such  per- 
fect ease,  that  one  felt  as  if  that  was  no  very  difficult 
thing  to  do!  You  see  in  Joachim's  entire  personal  ap- 
pearance that  he  thinks  not  of  showing  what  he  can  do ; 
he  loves  Bach  and  enters  into  the  very  soul  of  his  music, 
and  means  that  his  hearers  shall  also.  I  do  not  believe 
that  there  is  the  slightest  difference  between  his  playing 
that  piece  when  alone  and  here  before  the  public — unless 
he  happens  to  be  more  in  the  Bach  mood,  in  one  case 
than  in  the  other.  But  to  think  of  playing  a  regular 
fugue  on  the  violin !  When  it  was  finished  he  sat  down 
again  by  Frau  Schumann  and  chatted  away;  he  had 
done  nothing  extraordinary. 

Her  appearance  pleased  me  as  much  as  his.  I  know 
not  how,  but  somehow  I  had  expected  to  see  a 
woman  at  least  of  middle  age,  perhaps  a  little  grey  al- 
ready (think  how  many  years  we  have  been  reading 
about  Clara  Wieck  and  Clara  Schumann!)  of  course 
rather  muscular,  else  whence  the  power  for  which  she 
is  so  renowned? — and  could  hardly   believe  my  eyes 

when  Joachim  first  came  in  with — as  Mrs. always 

says — "  the  dearest  little  woman."  In  her  whole  appear- 
ance is  something  most  winning,  and  were  she  not  the 
great  artist  she  is,  she  could  win  all  suffrages.  The 
common  medallion  profile  of  her  (with  her  hu-sband)  is 
excellent,  though  her  face  is  now  thinner  than  when  it 
was  taken,  and  it  does  not— cannot  of  course — do  justice 
to  her  large,  full,  splendid  dark  eyes. 

At  the  second  concert  I  had  a  seat  on  the  stage  hard 
by  the  piano-forte,  and  the  impression  made  upon  me 
by  both  artists  was  but  strengthened.  Each  has  so  com- 
pletely overcome  all  the  technical  difficulties  of  his  or 
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her  instrument,  tliat  you  forget  totally  that  virtuosos  are 
before  you — instead  of  thinlting  of  them,  you  commune 
with  Bach  and  Beethoven — you  learn  to  appreciate  Bach 
— his  thoughts  become  yours,  and  a  pure  musical  enjoy- 
ment is  the  result,  instead  of  stupid  wonder  at  *'  How 
can  they  do  it?" 

You  never  heard  such  atone!  One  violinist  of  great 
display  excels  in  imitating  a  flute ;  another  can  transform 
(in  the  "  Carnival  of  Venice,"  which  Joachim  did  not 
pla5')  his  nistrnment  into  a  hurdy-gurdy,  and  into  a  tri- 
angle and  cymbals,  for  aught  I  know — Joachim  always 
plays  the  vidin — and  that  too,  I  gu^ss,  in  passages  in 
which  our  hurdy-gurdy  friend  would  be  right  glad  to  do 
the  same.  One,  who  shall  be  nameless,  rather  prides 
himself  upon  being  able  to  sing  in  falsetto  just  like  his 
antique  and  venerable  gi'andinother.  flis  friends,  though, 
consider  Salvi's  or  Perelli's  tenor  as  of  much  more 
value. 

I  suppose  the  principal  characteristics  of  Joachim^s 
playing  may  be  summed  up  in — estraordmary  purity 
and  fullness  of  tone,  the  most  perfect  intonation,  an  un- 
rivalled (by  any  living  violinist)  master}^  of  all  and  sing- 
ular, the  diificulties  of  his  instrument  and  a  complete 
understanding  of  and  symyathy  with  his  author,  be  he 
Bach,  Beethoven,  Spohr,  Paganini,  Mendelssohn .  or 
David. 

I  do  not  suppose  we  shall  ever  hear  him  in  America. 
He  does  not  like  the  concert  room.  I  am  not  aware  that 
during  my  three  winters  in  Germany  he  has  been  away 
from  his  post  except  by  a  special  invitation  to  play  for 
the  Gustav  Adolph  Verein  in  Hamburg  and  for  Clara 
Schumann  and  her  sick  husband  here.  I  doubt  whether 
he  would  make  out  well  with  our  public.  He  would 
play  no  clap-trap;  would  cut  no  violin  capers,  which 
w^ould  make  the  angelic  Cecilia  with  a  fiddle  (of  Raphael) 
weep.  He  would  not  give  the  "  Carnival  "  with  varia- 
tions, and  then  play  to  the  encore  Yankee  Doodle  be- 
devilled. He  is  an  earnest,  sincere,  noble  artist,  in 
whom  is  no  humbug.  Would  though,  that  that  increas- 
ing class  of  true  musical  hearts  and  souls  in  Boston  and 
New  York  could  have  Clara  Sclmmann  and  Joseph 
Joachim  with  them  one  winter! 

I  declare  I  cannot  forget  the  simple,  unaffected  ease  of 
their  appearance  before  that  audience;  how  each  sat 
down  with  the  audience  to  listen  to  the  other,  and  how 
they  seemed  to  enjoy  their  music,  as  if  it  was  all  new. 
But  then  their  music  wns  music.  So  the  other  night 
magnificent  Johanna  Wagnek  sang  in  the  same  place 
for  HANS  VON  BuLow,  and  when  she  had  sung  stepped 
down  to  some  friends  in  the  audience;  sat  ^vT'l'i'-Tliem 
until  her  turn  came  again,  and  then  stepped  i^tSil  sind 
sung — 0  how  gloriously  I  '"^  p   ■ 

It  will  be  seen  that  several  pieces  by  Kobert  Schu- 
mann were  given.  The  more  ambitious  ones  did  not 
lake ;  those  of  a  simpler  .and  gentler  character  pleased 
much.  I  have  my  doubts  in  relation  to  him.  Some  of 
the  pillars  of  the  musical  world  here  seem  to  think  that 
Joachim  is  injuring  himself  by  the  amount  of  study  he 
bestows  upon  the  works  of  Schumann  and  the  school  to 
which  he  belongs. 

N.  B.  Since  the  above  was  written  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  an  interview  with  an  intimate  friend  of  Joa- 
chim, and  all  hope  of  our  ever  hearing  him  in  America 
has  vanished.  There  is  no  longer  any  special  satisfac- 
tion to  him  in  his  violin.  All  that  has  been  done  with 
the  instrument  he  has  done.  Every  difficulty  he  has 
conquered.  All  that  has  been  written  for  the  instrument 
he  knows,  and  his  thoughts  now  turn  only  to  the  grand 
orchestra.  He  has  a  positive  dislike  to  playing  in  public, 
and  I  was  right  as  to  his  recent  appearances  being  merely 
for  a  charitable  and  friendly  purpose.  He  is  now  Koyal 
Concert-master  in  Hanover,  and  lives  much  as  Haydn 
did  with  Esterhazy.  When  he  wishes  to  try  one  of  his 
orchestral  compositions,  a  splendid  orchestra  is  at  his  dis- 
posal ;  he  cares  nothing  for  money  and  his  salary  is  suf- 
ficient for  his  wants.  His  ambition  now  lies  only  in  the 
new  path  of  composer,  and  I  cherish  strong  hopes  that 
Joachim,  who  has  so  captivated  me,  may  prove  an  ex- 
ception to  the  general  rule  that  violinists  remain  vio- 
linists. 


&. 


P§^' 


Total  forgetfulness  of  self  will  alon.e  develop 
that  which  is  most  desirable  in  ourselves,  either  as 
Artist  or  Man  ;  and  by  that  humility  and  forget- 


fulness will  many  a  feeble  man  leave  a  deeper 
mark  on  his  time  than  the  egotist  of  mightier 
power. — Crayan. 

From  NE-W  TOBB:. 

Maech  21. — Of  the  affairs  of  the  Academy  I 
have  but  little  to  say  this  iveek  for  the  two  very 
good  reasons,  first,  that  the  performances  have  had 
nothing  extraordinary  about  them,  and  secondly, 
that,  I  have  not  attended  any  of  said  perform- 
ances. On  Wednesday  last,  Lucia  was  repeated 
to  an  audience  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  per- 
sons. The  performances  were  somewhat  enlivened 
by  the  volunteer  efforts  of  a  "gentleman"  who, 
having  imbibed  a  little  too  freely,  leaped  from  his 
private  box  upon  the  stage  and  began  to  sing  Le- 
porello's  opening  aria,  no  doubt  to  the  great  edifi- 
cation of  the  audience.  On  Friday  Steffanone 
made  her  re-appearance  before  a  New  York  audi- 
ence in  Lucrezia,  and  last  night  she  sang  Leonora 
in  La  Favorita,  both  times  to  good  houses.  To- 
night Lucrezia  will  again  be  given.  The  Acade- 
my is  now  managed,  as  I  said  in  my  last,  by  a 
committee  of  stockholders,  with  Mr.  Phalen  at 
the  head,  and  Mr.  Maretzek  for  conductor.  The 
operatic  war  has  been  continued  by  communica- 
tions from  Ola  Bull,  Maretzek,  Watson,  etc.,  but 
New  York  is  disgusted  with  the  whole  affair,  and 
I  remain  steadfast  in  the  opinion  expressed  in  my 
last  letter. 

At  Niblo's,  our  German  opera  has  continued  to 
prosper.  On  Saturday,  Martha  was  repeated  to  a 
good  house,  though  the  vOeather  was  even  worse 
than  on  Tuesday.  I  was  glad  to  see  that  it  seems 
to  be  the  aim  of  the  managers  not  to  make  as 
much  money  as  possible  and  then  leave  the  enter- 
prise to  take  care  of  itself,  but  to  build  up  a  per- 
manent German  opera  in  New  York.  And  this 
can  and  will  be  done.  The  expenses  of  a  good 
German  company  would  be  much  less  than  of  an 
equal  Italian  one,  and  the  support  would  be  much 
better.  Mile.  Lehmann  is  engaged  with  the  pres- 
ent troupe,  and  will  make  her  appearance  as  Aga- 
tha in  Ver  Freischiitz  to-morrow.  That  will  be 
indeed  worth  hearing.  What  other  operas  are  on 
the  repertoire  I  can  not  tell  you,  but  have  reason  to 
believe  that  Lortzing's  Czar  und  Zimmermann^ 
one  of  the  prettiest  of  modern  German  operas, 
will  be  given  before  long.  Mr.  Ungee  is  a  good 
conductor  and  has  a  good  orchestra  under  him. 

Last  night,  Adam's  comic  opera,  DerBrauervon 
Preston  (  "  Brewer  of  Preston")  was  given.  It  is 
a  poor,  miserable  thing,  and  I  am  afraid  that  the 
large  and  fashionable  audience  who  were  present 
went  away  somewhat  displeased.  There  is  en- 
tirely top  much  spoken  dialogue,  and  besides  this 
the  music  and  the  plot  are  both  poor.  One  little 
incident  is  worth  recording.  At  the  end  of  the 
first  act  the  principal  characters  leave  the  scene 
in  a  wagon.  Accordingly,  just  before  the  close  a 
real  horse  and  wagon  were  driven  upon  the  stage, 
and  on  the  driver  coming  forv/ard  to  inform  his 
master  of  the  vehicle  being  ready,  the  horse  took 
it  into  his  head  to  quietly  trot  off  the  scene,  which 
he  accordingly  did,  to  the  great  delight  of  the 
audience. 

One  improvement  has  been  introduced  both  here 
and  at  the  Academy.  The  "argument"  of  the 
opera  is  placed  on  the  programme.  If  it  had  only 
been  done  at  the  first  performance  of  Martha,  it 
would  have  saved  the  Tribune's  critic  from  giving 
the  very  foolish  and  erroneous  plot  he  did.  He 
thinks  that  the  fair  for  hiring  servant  girls  is  for 
obtaining  wives, — does  not  know  that  Lyonel  is 
found  to  be  a  nobleman,  instead  of  a  peasant,  and 
falls  into  various  other  mistakes. 

Concerning  the  Freischiitz,  see  my  next.  E. 
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NEW  VOLnilB.  — After  another  number,  i.  e.  with  the 
number  for  April  7th,  the  Journal  of  Music  will  enter  upon 
its  fourth  year.  Of  course  now  is  the  time  to  renew  or 
TO  COMMENCE  SUBSCRIPTIONS.  Subecril)er8  will  see  the  reason- 
ableness of  our  terras  as  advertised,  viz ;  S2.00  per  annum, 
by  mail,  and  S2  60  by  carrier,  both  IN  ADVANCE. 

All  who  do  Dot  expres.sly  notify  us  of  their  wish  to  stop  the 
.Journal  at  the  expiration  of  their  term,  will  sfill  continue  to 
receive  it,  and  be  counted  as  subcribers  for  another  yQar. 

0^7=*  No  SUBSCRIPTION  RECEIVED  FOR  A  SttORTtR  PERIOD  THAN 
SIX  MONTHS  ;  AND  NONE  FOR  LESS  THAN  A  YEAR,  ONLESS  PAID  IN 
ADVANCE. 

\^y^  We  have  enclosed  bills  to  a  lar^e  number  of  subscribers 
who  have  not  yet  paid  for  the  year  now  closing,  and  beg  that 
they  will  promptly  remit  by  mail  or  otherwise.  ' 

The  Charity  Concert. 

The  fund  of  the  Boston  Provident  Associ- 
ation was  undoubtedly  the  gainer  by  the  gener- 
ously planned  and  ably  executed  concert  given  on 
Saturday  evening  by  the  Mendelssohn  Choral 
Society.  For  although  the  storm  caused  many 
vacant  seats  in  the  Music  Hall,  the  audience  was 
quite  large,  and  the  sale  of  tickets,  at  the  double 
price  for  reserved  seats,  had  been  still  larger. 
We  still  await  a  report  of  the  net  result  of  the 
charity.  The  concert  in  itself  was  highly  satis- 
factory, the  only  faults  being  its  great  length,  and 
the  too  large  proportion  of  solos  to  chorus  pieces, 
— the  usual  fatality  of  benefit  and  charity  con- 
certs ;  for,  where  pei-sons  volunteer,  the  pro- 
gramme must  be  personal,  especially  where  the 
great  object  is  to  sweep  each  person's  circle  of 
admiring  friends  into  the  audience.  But  the  se- 
lection was  a  rich  one,  and  composed  entirely  of 
good  things,  which  were  in  the  main  remarkably 
well  executed. 

The  orchestra,  of  thirty-five  members,  with 
Mr.  Gartner  at  the  head  of  the  violins,  opened 
the  two  parts  with  two  of  the  very  best  standard 
overtures,  such  as  one  may  always  count  it  gain 
to  hear.  The  first,  Gluck's,  to  "  Iphigenia  in 
Aulis,"  was  cotia'menced  a  little  obscurely,  but 
soon  struggling  out  of  the  cloud,  under  the  firm 
and  vigorous  baton  of  Herr  Eckhardt,  it 
could  not  fail  to  charm.  It  was  a  fair  perform- 
ance, but  that  of  Mozart's  Zauberjlole  was 
much  better,  distinct  in  the  answers  of  the  little 
fugue  theme,  and  spirited  and  effective  as  a  whole, 
bating  now  and  then  a  little  roughness  in  both 
branches  of  the  wind  department. 

Miss  Bothamlt,  besides  taking  part  in  three 
concerted  pieces,  sang  two  important  solos : 
namely  Haydn's  With  •  verdure  clad,  preceded 
by  the  recitative,  and  the  Injlammatus  from  Ros- 
sini's Stabat  Mater.  The  exceeding  beauty, 
sweetness,  richness,  purity  and  telling  quality  of 
this  young  soprano  enhanced  the  favorable  im- 
pression made  before;  and  there  is  enough  of 
style,  of  evidence  of  true  musical  feeling  and 
abandon  to  the  spirit  of  the  mnsic  to  make  her 
efforts  interesting,  and  with  such  voice  inspire 
large  hopes.  Yet  there  is  large  room  for  earnest, 
patient  study,  which,  the  more  the  talent,  is  the 
more  anxiously  to  be  commended.  The  memory 
of  LiND  and  Sontaq  showed  where  much  was 
wanting  in  evenness  and  delicacy  of  execution 
in  those  long  flowing,  florid  passages ;  and  there 
were  too  many  indifferent  places  where  the  voice 
rested  in  the  shade  between  the  effective  out- 
bursts.    Art,  in  its  performance,  be  it  a  song  or  a 
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statue,  leaves  no  point  or  moment  .insignificant, 
but  touches  all  with  life  and  meaning.  Tlie  dan- 
ger "with  our  j-oung  delnilantes  here  is,  that  of  be- 
coming victims  of  the  too  early  vanity  of  prima- 
donna-ship;  concert-singing  and  applause  break 
up  the  settled  ways  of  study,  and  the  work  is 
fancied  perfect  when  it  is  scarce  begun.  That 
this  fair  promise  may  not  in  this  way  add  another 
to  the  list  of  disappointments,  must  have  been 
the  wish  of  each  pleased  and  reflecting  listener. 

We  were  much  pleased  with  Mrs.  Long's 
singing  of  Angels  ever  iright  and  fair,  from  Han- 
del's Oratorio,  "  Theodora  ;"  yet  we  were  some- 
what bewildered  by  a  sort  of  cadence  made  upon 
the  very  first  note,  whose  sustained  pure  level  of 
pitch  would  seem  to  be  an  essential  beauty  of  the 
opening.  In  the  repeat,  however,  she  gave  it 
pure  and  simple ;  and  the  general  style  of  the 
performance  was  artistic  and  .impressive.  This 
lady  gains  continually  in  power  and  equal  devel- 
opment of  voice,  and  seems  to  give  herself  to  the 
interpretation  of  her  music  with  an  artistic  pur- 
pose and  with  judgment.  We  note  improve- 
ment each  time  that  we  hear  her.- — -Mrs.  Went- 
■worth's  ripe  and  finished  rendering  of  Come 
unto  Mm  met  with  even  more  than  the  usual 
measure  of  applause,  and  the  effort  indeed  did 
her  justice. — In  the  duet:  Quis  est  homo,  Miss 
Bothamly  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Emmons,  were 
highly  successful ;  the  contralto  of  the  latter,  un- 
fortunately veiled  by  hoarseness  when  she  last 
sang  in  the  Music  Hall,  proved  itself  this  time 
very  pure  and  telling. 

The  three  gentlemen  solos  were  all  successes. 
Of  Mr.  Aethurson's  graceful,  quiet,  finished 
and  expressive  rendering  of  that  sweet  air  from 
Handel's  "  Solomon  :"  What  though  I  trace  each 
herb  and  flower,  there  is  nothing  new  to  be  said. 
He  was  heard  with  the  satisfaction  that  belongs 
to  true  style  and  musico-poetic  feeling.  Equally 
masterly  was  the  elaborate  and  dramatic  Scena, 
for  bass  voice,  from  Paisiello's  "  Fall  of  Zion," 
as  delivered  by  Mr.  Weti^erbee.  It  was  a  fine 
specimen  both  of  recitative,  of  tender  cantabile, 
and  of  the  grandiose  bravura ;  which,  as  his  voice 
was  in  excellent  condition  and  the  brilliant  or- 
chestral accompaniments  were  so  well  manned, 
produced  a  decided  impression,  so  that  the  whole 
piece  had  to  be  repeated,  and  it  bore  the  repeti- 
tion well. — Curiosity  was  also  piqued  by  the  first 
appearance  of  a  young  Boston  tenor,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Elliott  (a  pupil  as  we  understand  of  Signor 
CoEELLi),  a  debut  of  so  formidable  a  nature 
as  the  singing  of  Rossini's  Cujus  animam,  for  the 
first  time  with  orchestra,  and  in  that  spacious  hall. 
This  also  was  a  success.  His  voice  is  a  light 
tenor,  singularly  sweet  and  penetrating,  of  much 
flexibility,  and  of  a  timbre  reminding  one  some- 
what of  Perelli ;  he  took  the  highest  notes  with 
ease,  and  one  could  not  but  be  struck  by  the  per- 
fect truth  of  intonation  throughout.  The  singer 
seemed  perfectly  at  his  ease,  and  his  execution 
was  quite  tasteful  and  effective,  save  that  the 
stunmng  fortissimos  of  the  orchestra  drowned  his 
voice,  as  they  did  Mario's,  and  have  done  nearly 
everybody  else's  in  the  same  passages. 

It  was  a  formidable  undertaking,  for  four 
young  voices,  the  Qun.ndo  Corpus  from  the  Sla- 
bat  Mater,  entirely  without  accompaniment.  Yet 
Miss  Bothamly,  Miss  Twichell,  Mr.  Adams, 
and  Mr.  Mozart,  (all  good  voices  and  in  fre- 
quent practice  as  a  quartet  choir)  achieved  it  so 
well  as  to  elicit  an  encore,  when   they  did  better 


still.  Yet  in  the  commencement,  each  time, 
there  Was  some  uncertainty  of  intonation  in  those 
chromatic  intervals,  owing  perhaps  to  the  singers 
being  a  little  flurried,  since  it  grew  smoother  and 
truer  as  if  went  on,  and  was  really  quite  an  ef- 
fective piece  of  quartet  singing.  The  bass  of  Mr. 
Mozart  has  a  noble  volume,  and  the  contralto  of 
Miss  Twichell  is  rich  and  musical ;  nor  did  this 
young  lady  compromise  her  laurels  at  all,  but 
quite  the  contrary,  by  stepping  back-  into  the 
chorus  seats  and  joining  with  the  rest,  after  her 
solo  duties  were  discharged. — The  Quartet  from 
"  Semiramide :"  Di  tanti  regi,  was  sung  to  English 
words :  Where  are  thy  bowers,  by  Mrs.  Hill,  and 
Messrs.  Ball,  At>AMS  and  Wilde,  upon  the 
whole  fairly,  though  in  a  lifelessly  slow  tempo. 

The  choruses  (would  there  had  been  more  of 
them)  were  all  sung  with  that  precision,  spirit, 
and  balance  of  parts,  which  distinguish  the  Choral 
Society.  These  were  the  Inflammatus  ;  the  tri- 
umphal chorus  from  "  Semiramide :"  God  of 
Israel;  the  superb  Chorale  from  "St.  Paul:" 
Sleepers  wake  !  with  those  thrilling  chords  of  the 
brass  instruments  between  the  verses ;  He,  tcatch- 
ing  over  Israel,  from  "  Elijah,"  which  was  given 
in  a  more  smooth  and  flowing  style,  and  with 
more  liglit  and  shade  than  we  have  been  wont  to 
hear ;  and  finally  the  great  rain  chorus  from  the 
same  oratorio  :  Thanks  be  to  God,  with  the  intro- 
ductory dialogue  between  Elijah  and  the  youth 
(Mr.  Wetherbee  and  Miss  Bothamly),  making 
the  entire  Scena.  The  only  pity  was  that  this, 
the  best  part  of  the  programme,  came  so  late.  It 
was  finely  sung  in  all  parts ;  the  clear  ringing 
musical  soprano  of  Miss  Bothamly  never  told  to 
more  advantage,  and  the  magnificent  effect  of 
the  chorus  excited  a  desire  to  hear  the  entire 
"  Elijah  "  (which  we  understand  they  have  been 
for  some  time  rehearsing)  brought  out  by  this 
Society  in  public. 


The  London  Musical  World  is  the  leading 
organ  of  musical  news  and  criticism  in  England, 
and  boasts  a  pretty  respectable  antiquity.  The 
London  Blusical  World  is  a  curious  journal,  and 
is  wonderfully  in  harmony  with  our  own, — not 
indeed  in  spirit  or  opinion,  so  much  as  verbatim  et 
literatim.  We  trust  none  of  our  readers,  who 
see  the  London  Musical  World,  will  suspect  us 
of  partly  editing  that  also,  as  without  this  caution 
they  well  might  do,  finding  so  much  of  the  same 
matter  appearing  as  original  in  both  papers.  We 
have  once  before  hinted  at  the  frequent  re- 
appearance of  our  matter  in  its  columns  without 
a  particle  of  credit.  For  a  time  the  transfer 
ceased,  but  recently  it  has  commenced  again 
upon  a  larger  scale  and  more  unblushingly  than 
ever, — the  publishers  of  said  "  World"  first  noti- 
fying us  privately  that  our  journal  sent  to  it  in 
exchange  was  never  received,  in  consequence 
whereof  they  have  ceased  sending  us  the 
"  World."  Yet  somehow  strangely  the  myste- 
rious correspondence — spiritual  we  cannot  call  it, 
but  literal  and  verbal — goes  on.. 

The  "  World"  has  shown  a  peculiar  fondness 
for  appropriating  our  labors  in  the  way  of  trans- 
lations from  the  French  and  German.  Not  long 
since  it  treated  its  readers  to  five  or  six  long  chap- 
ters about  Madame  Mara,  from  the  German  of 
Rochlitz,  without  once  mentioning  the  "Journal 
of  Music,"  in  which  the  same  had  first  appeared 
word  for  word.  And  now  it  is  giving  from  week 
to  week  the  entire  series  of  papers  on  the  "  His- 


tory of  Music  before  Mozart"  which  we  had 
translated  for  our  readers  from  Oullbicheff;  nei- 
ther the  Journal  nor  Oulibieheff,  however,  does 
it  deign  to  mention.  The  last  number  which  we 
saw,  contains,  besides,  an  old  article  of  our  own 
about  Handel's  "  Messiah,"  which  it  presents  as 
"  from  the  point  of  view  of  an  amateur."  Once 
we  recognized  in  One  of  its  leading  editorials 
simply  nothing  more  nor  less  than  one  of  a  series  of 
contributions  to  our  journal  on  the  subject  of  stage 
scenery  and  costume.  And  so  we  might  go  on 
enumerating,  if  there  were  any  fun  in  it. 

On  the  other  hand  we  are  frequently  indebted 
to  the  London  paper  for  musical  news,  as  well  as 
articles  on  musical  subjects,  for  which  we  have 
always  been  careful  to  give  credit,  when  tliey 
appeared  as  original  in  that  paper ;  although, 
after  the  above  experience,  we  could  not  always 
feel  sure  that  we  were  crediting  the  real  source. 
Strangely,  the  "  World"  has  seemed  to  avoid 
taking  American  musical  news  from  us,  prefer- 
ring always  to  derive  that  through  the  Herald 
or  some  other  New  York  source,  and  quite 
ignoring  Boston.  On  what  principle  it  absorbs  so 
much  of  our  editorial  matter  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
imagine,  unless  it  be  a  part  of  the  theory  of  En- 
glish journalism,  for  each  journal  to  regard  all  as 
tributary  to  itself,  and  to  set  the  seal  of  its  own 
adoption  and  paternity  upon  whatever  it  may 
condescend  to  copy.  No  matter  ;  we  shall  soon 
have  our  revenge  in  treating  our  readers  to  what 
the  "  London  Musical  World"  shall  find  to-  say  of 
its  conservative  old  Philharmonic  concerts,  under 
the  conductorship  of  its  especial  bug-bear,  Rich- 
ard Wagner  ;,  only  we  fear  we  shall  not  be 
able  to  reciprocate  so  fully  as  to  adopt  and  father 
all  it  says ! 


Musical  Fund  Society. 

Most  people,  we  fear,  look  to  Art  generally,  and 
especially  to  Music,  for  amusement.  They  go  to 
a  concert,  or  a  picture  gallery,  to  have  their  ears 
tickjfid  and  their  imaginations  sent  polking  by  the 
mHsLrpjf  the  one,  or  their  eyes  gratified  by  sta- 
ring portraits  of  friends  and  fellow  citizens  (ripe 
for  the  best  drawing  room,)  and  landscapes  whose 
tints  would  make  a  connoisseur  wish  for  momen- 
tary blindness.  Art  is  not  meant  to  amuse  in  its 
high  forms, — it  is  meant  to  elevate,  to  instruct,  to 
raise  the  minds  of  us  poor  mortals  above  "the 
things  of  flesh  and  sense" — to  give  us  hours  of 
pure  spirit  life.  Polkas  and  waltzes  were  made 
for  the  ball  room,  and  in  a  concert  room  are  as 
great  an  absurdity  as  a  cabbage  in  a  conservatory, 
or  leeks  in  a  flower  garden. 

We  have  heard  much  of  the  love  of  Bostonians 
for  good  music,  for  classical  music,  but  we  con- 
fess that  the  experience  of  the  winter  would  lead 
us  to  believe  that  the  sudden  mushroom-like  en- 
thusiasm of  a  former  winter  was  but  short-lived, 
and  had  given  way  to  other  novelties.  The  Mu- 
sical Fund  Society,  having  carefully  remodelled 
and  re-arranged  its  orchestra,  started  upon  what 
it  was  expected  by  some  misguided  enthusiasts 
would  be  a  successful  season.  The  first  concert 
had  six  or  seven  rehearsals,  and  Beethoven's 
Eroica  was  played  excellently  well, — the  hall  was 
however  most  discouragingly  empty.  But  all  said 
the  second  concert  will  be  better,  now  that  the 
public  hear  how  good  the  orchestra  is.  So  the 
second  was  tried,  and  the  third  and  fourth;  but 
unfortunately  always  with  the  same  result.  Four 
concerts  given — four  more  promised — about  S.500 
debt  incurred  and  many  subscription  tickets  still 
out.  Discouragement  followed  and  a  very  natu- 
ral unwillingness  to  go  on  in  a  ruinous  course  of 
gratuitous  concert  giving. 
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The  only  thing  to  do,  is  to  give  an  extra  concert, 
in  order  to  allow  the  subscribers  to  bring  in  their 
tickets  and  endeavor  to  clear  off  the  debt.  We 
understand  that  this  is  the  course  resolved  upon, 
and  that  the  last  concert  will  take  place  in  April. 
We  earnestly  hope  that  the  public  will  show  sonne 
disposition  for  charity's  sake,  if  not  for  their  boasted 
love  of  Music,  to  patronize  this  concert,  and  that 
this  debt,  incurred  in  a  good  cause,  ivill  be  wiped 
away  by  their  aid.  It  is  evidently  in  this  country 
an  impossible  thing  to  give  a  series  of  concerts  of 
the  highest  class,  a  series  of  concerts  which  shall 
really  educate  a  public,  unless  those  attempting  it 
can  afford  to  do  it  backed  by  persons  who  desire  to 
found  an  educated  love  of  Music  amongst  us. 
Until  some  of  our  citizens  agree  to  take  such  re- 
sponsibility upon  their  shoulders,  (and  risk  per- 
haps,) we  cannot  hope  to  see  a  permanent  estab- 
lishment for  Music  amongst  us.  Fanatico. 


0. 


Theoretic  Works, 

We  have  received  several  numbers  of  "Novel- 
Lo's  Library  for  the  Diffusion  of  Musical 
Knowledge,"  being  reprints  of  '*  various  stand- 
ard Treatises  on  the  Art  of  Music,  vpritte«  by  the 
most  esteemed  English  and  !Poreign  masters,  at 
prices  which  will  place  them  within  the  means  of 
every  student."  fPublished  by  J.  Alfred  Novello, 
London  ;  also  in  New  York,  at  389  Broadway.) 
These  are  all  beautifully  printed  and  done  up,  in 
uniform  style,  in  large  octavo  page  of  two  columns. 
For  the  present  we  notice  two. 

I.    CuERUBiNi's  Treatise  on  Counterpoint  and 

Fugue.     Translated  by  Mary  Cowden  Clarke: 

pp.  12S.     Price  6s.  6d. 

This  is  one  of  the  clearest  and  best  arranged 
treatises,  for  one  so  brief,  that  we  have  ever  seen 
upon  the  subject.  Certainly  there  could  be  no 
better  modern  authority  than  Cherubinl  The 
work  supposes  the  pupil  already  acquainted  with 
chords  a-nd  harmony  and  proceeds  at  once  to  lay 
down  the  rules  of  Counterpoint,  or  the  art  of  set- 
ting one  or  more  parts  to  a  given  subject,  upon  the 
principle  that  a  subjection  to  strict  rules  in  the 
outset  is  the  fittest  preparation  for  freedom  in  the 
end.  It  begins  with  rules  for  the  simplest  opera- 
tion, that  of  two-part  Counterpoint  of  the  first 
order,  in  which  note  is  set  against  note,  with  ex- 
amples of  what  is  to  be  sought  and  what  avoided. 
Then  tvi'-o-part  Counterpoint  of  the  second  and 
third  orders,  where  two  notes  aud  four  notes  are 
placed  against  one  ,  then  the  fourth,  or  syncopated, 
and  the  fifth,  or  florid  orders.  From  this  the  pupil 
proceeds  to  put  three  parts  together,  then  four, 
five,  six,  eight  parts,  and  so  on  to  Double  Counter- 
point, in  all  this  the  rules  are  clearly  stated  and 
illustrated,  and  the  reasons  of  the  rules  made  ob- 
vious ;  while  at  the  end  of  the  book  is  given  a  list 
of  subjects  or  basses  for  the  popil  to  work  up. 
After  this  initiation,  the  mysteries  of  Fugue  are 
made  very  clear,  and  copious  examples  of  fugues  of 
all  kinds,  are  presented  and  analyzed. 

Strict  as  the  treatise  is,  it  is  free  from  pedantry, 
and  traces  each  law  to  an  inherent  necessity  of  the 
case.  We  commend  the  study  of  this  work  to 
every  one  who  wishes  to  get  at  the  soul  and  prin- 
ciple of  all  organic  unity  in  musical  form  and  tex- 
ture. No  one  is  truly  a  composer  who  is  not  mas- 
ter of  the  art  of  Fugue.  A  life  of  Cherubini, 
compiled  from  the  French  of  Fetis,  adds  to  the 
value  of  the  book. 

IV.  Mozart's  Succinct  Thorough-Bass  School. 
Translated  from  the  German  by  Sabilla  No- 
vello.   pp.  16. 

This  is  an  exceedingly  brief  Treatise,  which 
does  little  more  than  describe  the  various  intervals, 
from  the  Unison  to  the  Tenth,  poiiiting  out  the 
natural  progressions  and  accompaniments  of  each. 
It  must  be  useful,  read  with  other  more  progressive 
and  methodical  treatises,  but  by  itself  would  seem 
to  require  a  master.  Its  authenticity  is  shown  by 
the  following  letter  written  by  the  English  bio- 
grapher of  Mozart: 


Brompton,  Dec.  18,  1854-. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  question  as  to  the  cir- 
cumstfinces  connected  with  the  origin  of  Mozart's  Suc- 
cinct Method  of  Thorough-BaGs,  I  have  to  say,  that  in  an 
interview  which  I  had  with  the  Abb^  Stadler  at  Vienna, 
in  1827,  he  informed  me  thnt  such  a  work  was  written 
for  his  niece  by  Mozart.  This  young  lady  was  Moz^irt's 
pupil  in  pianoforte  playing  and  harmony  ;  and  Friendship 
for  her,  and  for  her  uncle,  made  him  undertake  the  task. 
1  am  pretty  certain  that  together  with  a  portion  of  the 
manuscript  sheets  of  the  Requiem,  which  the  Ahb^ 
showed  me,  I  saw  also  those  of  tiiis  little  book  ;  the  for- 
mer work,  of  course,  from  its  great  interest,  has  had  the 
stronger  hold  upon  my  memory. 

However,  of  the  authenticity  of  the  Thorough  Bass 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  I  believe  that  a  little  book  pub- 
lished at  Berlin,  under  the  title  Kurz  Gefasste  Metfiode 
der  General  Bass  von  W.  A.  Mozart,  is  the  work  in 
question. 

To  some  it  m-ty  appear  improbable  that  so  great  a 
master  should  undertake  such  dry  labor ;  but  not  to  those 
who  know  the  facts  of  Mozart's  history  and  the  great 
benevolence  of  his  character.  In  his  day  there  were  no 
books  of  harmony  which  taught  compendiously  all  that 
was  necessary  to  be  known  of  the  due  proportion  of  in- 
tervals, and  the  correct  designation  of  the  notes  of 
chords;  each  master  taught  as  he  could  by  tradition. 
It  is  afresh  proof  of  Mozart's  comprehensive  power  in  all 
which  appertained  to  his  own  art,  that  he  could  condense 
in  a  fpw  brief  pages,  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  every- 
thing that  the  treatment  of  the  subject  required.  The 
execution  is  eminently  practical,  without  the  expenditure 
of  a  single  superfluous  word. 

The  venerable  priest  who  showed  me  the  manscripts, 
though  past  his  80th  year,  had  a  countenance  glowing 
with  animation  while  he  spoke  to  me  of  his  friend  Mo- 
zart— the  composer  and  the  man, 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

/.  A.  Novello,  Esq.  E.  Holmes. 


Musical  Intelligence. 

Local. 

"We  had  the  pleasure  yesterday  of  taking  by  the 
hand  the  young  pianist  from  Vienna,  Mr.  Satter, 
■who  has  recently  established  so  high  a  character  by 
his  classical  performances  at  the  Philharmonic  and 
Miss  Lehmann's  concerts  in  New  York.  It  is  his  in- 
tention soon  to  give  one  or  more  concerts  in  this  city, 
which  we  trust  "will  call  out  all  the  lovers  of  good  Ger- 
man music.  Meanwhile  we  are  to  have  a  taste  of  his 
quality  at  the  forthcoming  concert  of  the  Quintette 
Club.  

The  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club  announce 
their  Annual  Benefit  Concert  for  Tuesday  evening 
next.  With  an  admirable  programme,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  the  new  pianist,  Mr,  Satter,  and  of  Mr. 
"Wethereee,  the  vocalist,  (see  advertisement,)  the 
attraction  will  be  great.  Let  the  friends  of  the  Club 
bear  in  mind  that  this  is  to  be  the  last  concert  of  the 
season. 

South  Boston. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gabrett,  both 
very  clever  vocalists,  and  -who  have  done  much 
for  the  cause  in  South  Boston,  had  a  crowded  house  at 
their  annual  concert  last  Monday  evening.  They  had 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  Millard,  and  of  the  Mendels- 
sohn Quintette  Club;  and  seven  of  the  pieces  were  en- 
cored, including  a  song  and  a  piano  piece  by  two  young 
lady  pupils  of  Mrs,  Garrett. 

Mr.  Ryan,  of  the  Quintette  Club,  desires  us  to  in- 
form his  friends  that  he  has  changed  his  residence  to 
No.  15  Dix  Place, 

The  Cambridge  Musical  Association  gave  a  con- 
cert last  evening,  at  the  Athemeum,  to  a  crowded  audi- 
ence. This  Association,  in  a  life  of  nine  seasons,  has 
given  to  its  audiences  much  good  music  in  a  very  good 
way,  and  this  concert  was  no  exception  to  their  former 
practice.  The  staple  feature  of  this  concert  was  Mo- 
zart's Ninth  Mass,  performed  with  chorus  and  orchestra, 
in  very  good  style.  Some  members  of  the  German 
Liederkranz  contributed  four-part  German  songs,  and 
another  quartet  from  the  Association  gave  an  exquisite 
four-part  song  of  Mendelssohn  with  very  good  effect. 
Other  parts  of  the  programme  were  given  with  various 
degrees  of  success.  The  example  of  this  Association  in 
giving  such  music  is  what  we  wish  to  call  attention  to 
and  what  may  well  be  imitated  by  similar  societies. 
Mr.  August  HAMANif,of  the  Orchestral  Union,  acted  as 
Conductor. 

Foreign. 

Leipzig. — The  conductor  at  the  Gewandhaus,  Herr 
RiETZ,  has  promised  faithfully  to  remain  for  ten  years,  on 
condition  that  the  directors  raise  his  salary  to  1500  thalers 


per  annum.  This  they  have  conscntrd  to  do;  so,  we, 
shall  not  lose  our  able  and  popular  Kapellmeister.  It 
would  have  been  a  real  joss  for  Leipzig,  since  Herr 
Rietz  belongs  to  the  best  class  of  music-directors,  is 
possessed  of  sound  ability,  and  conducts  with  a  point 
and  vigor  only  to  be  met  with  in  capable  and  talented 
musicians.  The  fifteenth  Gewandhaus  concert  pro- 
gramme included  the  F  major  symphony  (No  8)  of  Beet- 
hoven ;  Weber's  Oberon  overture  ;  a  solo  for  the  French 
horn,  played  by  Herr  Ltndnkr,  membpr  of  the  orches- 
tra ;  and  an  Adaf^io  and  Rondo  of  Vieuxtemps,  per- 
formed by  Mr.  Wollknhalpt.  a  violinist  from  New 
York.  The  execution  of  the  eifihlh  symphony  by  the 
hand  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  This  was  also  the  case 
with  the  overture  of  Weber.  Herr  Lindner,  by  the 
by,  is  the  best  cornist  we  have  here.  Much  of  the  in- 
terest of  the  evening  was  concentrated  in  Mr.  Wollen- 
hnupt,  a  young  artist  of  no  ordinary  talent,  whose  per- 
formance in  general  revealed  the  fruits  of  lung  and  dili- 
gent application.  Since  finishine  his  studies  at  the 
"  Conservaturium"  here,  this  was  his  first  appearance  in 
public  previous  to  his  return  to  America,  where  we  are 
sure  he  will  meet  with  success.  He  was  loudly  ap- 
plauded. *•*!»*  it  s 

On  Thursday,  the  8th  ult.,  the  sixteenth  Gewandhaus 
Concert  took  place.  The  programme  was  as  follows  : — 
Beethoven's  overture  in  C  major,  Op.  115;  Overture 
by  Herr  F.  Hiller,  Kapellmeister  at  Coin  ;  Concerto  for 
piano,  composed  and  performed  by  the  same  ;  Aria  by 
Mendelssohn,  and  two  songs  by  R.  Schumann,  sung  by 
Madame  Rotschon,  from  Prague  ;  the  whole  concluding 
with  tlie  C  major  Symphony  of  Franz  Schubert.  *  ^  ^ 
The  hundredth  anniversary  of  Mozart's  birthday  will 
be  celebrated  in  January,  1856,  but,  previously,  we  shall 
have  a  new  biography  of  the  great  master  written  by 
Herr  Otto  Jahn,  and  containing  somewhere  about  300 
of  Mozart's  letters.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  Herr  Robert 
Schumann  has  completely  recovered, — Correspondence 
London  Mxis.  World. 

Hamburg. — Accounts  of  the  30th  ult.  mention  the 
arrival  of  Madame  Jenny  Lind-Goldschmidt,  who,  with 
her  husband,  gave  a  concert  the  night  before  at  the 
Apollo  Saloon,  which  was  crowded  to  suffocation. — 
A  marked  difference,  however,  was  perceptible  in  the 
voice  of  "  the  Swedish  Nightingale."  She  intended 
giving  two  more  concerts,  one  of  which,  it  was  under- 
stood, was  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  families  who 
suffered  such  losses  from  the  memorable  inundations  on 
New  Year's  Day, 

Lisbon, — The  journals  here  are  loud  in  the  praise  of 
Mad.  Alboni.  who  has  achieved  a  complete  triumph  at 
the  San  Carlos  in  Anna  Bolena.  The  English  tenor, 
Mr.  Swift,  is  also  well  spoken  of,  while  not  unfairly  criti- 
cised, 

Prague. — The  last  survivor  of  the  members  of  the 
orchestra  who  plaved  at  the  first  representation  of  Mo- 
zart's Don  Juan,  died  on  the  26th  ult. 


g^tjijcrtisemcnts. 


annual  benefit  concert. 

€^E  BtEnklssDJiu  (ULnintBttt  (^Ittb, 

Reapectfully  inform  their  friends  that  their 

BENEFIT    CONCERT 

"Will  take  place  on 

Tuesday  Evening,  March  27th, 

AT    Messrs.   CHIC  KE^RISTG'S    ROOMS. 

[Cr"They  will  be  asaistecl  by  the  distinguished  Pianist,  Mr. 
SATTER,  from  Vienna,  and  by  Mr.  J.  Q.  WETHERBEE, 
Vocalist. 

Mr.  Satter  will  assist  in  the  B  flat  Trio  of  Beethoven,  and 
Mendelssohn's  B  flat  Sonata  for  Piano  and  'Cello. 

Mr.  Wetherbee  will  sing  a  Concert  Aria  by  Mozart. 

The  Club  will  play  Beethoven's  Gri^nd  Quiirtette  in  C,  and 
by  request,  the  Larghetto  from  Mozart's  Clarinette  Quintette. 

l^Single  tiokecs,  3fl  each:  Package  of  Four  Tickets,  ^2.h0, 

O^The  Concert  will  commence  at  7K  o'clock  precisely. 

WANTED,  A  situation  as  Organist  in  Boston  or  vicinity, 
by  a  person  who  has  for  many  years  held  Euch  a  situa- 
tion, and  had  charge  of  a  Choir. 
Inquire  of  Mr.  Dwight,  at  this  office. 

DITSON'S  SELECT  BHASS  BAND  MUSIC 

These  Selections,  printed  on  cards,  comprise  the  most  popu- 
lar melodies  arranged  for  fourteen  instruments,  viz  : — 

2  E  flat  Cornets  ;  3  15  flat  Cornets  ;  2  E  flat  Altos  ;  2  B  flat 
Baritones  ;  1  B  flat  Bass  Tuba  or  Ophicleide  ;  1  E  flat  or  F  Bass 
Tuba  ;  Bass  Drum  ;  Cymbals,  and  Side  Drum. 

They  can  be  used  by  bands  of  a  less  number,  if  desirable. — 
The  following  are  now  ready  : 

PRIMA  DONNA  WALTZ, Price  $1.00 

K ATY  DARLING  &  LILY  DALE  QUICK-STEP, 1  00 

FEST  M ARCU, 1.00 

WAIT  FORTHBTVAGON  &  JORDAN  QDIOK-STEP,  ...1.00 

Others  will  be  issued  in  a  few  days. 

Published  by         Oliver  Dltson,  115  Washhiston  St. 

THE    FLOWER    QUEEN. 

This  admired  Cantata,  under  the  direction  of  Cladde  H. 
Clarke,  will  be  presented  for  the  last  time,  at  the  Boston 
Mosic  Hall,  on  the  Evening  of  Fast  Day,  April  5th.  Full 
particulars  will  be  duly  announced. 
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DWIGHT'S    JOURNAL    OF    MUSIC. 


1m). 


NEW    AESTHETIC    JOURNAL. 

A  Weekly  Paper  devoted  to  ART,  offers  itself  to  tbe  attention 
of  all  who  are  interested  in  the  elevating  and  refining  influ- 
ences of  Beauty.  Among  tiie  contributors  to  THE  CHAYON 
already  are  Bryant,  Lowell,  Street,  Rembrandt  Peale,  A.  B. 
DuRAND,  Presidentof  the  N'tional  Academy  of  Design,  Dakiel 
Huntington,  Henrt  K.  Brown,  and  amongst  those  engaged 
are  Longfellow,  Batard  Taylor,  Geo.  Wm  Curtis,  Rev.  H. 
W.  Beechee,  Rev.  Samuel  Osoood,  Rev.  H.  W.  Bellows,  Hon. 
Charles  Sumner,  and  others  of  our  most  eminent  writers.  A 
series  of  papers  by  Ruskik.  and  essays  left  by  the  eminent 
sculptor,  Horatio  Grebnough,  add  to  the  interest  of  The 
Crayon. 

From  the.  Cliristian  Inquirer. 

The  first  five  numbers  of  this  promising  (and  thns  far  per- 
forming) paper  are  now  out.  We  look  for  its  weekly  issue 
with  high  and  never  disappointed  expectation.  Its  leaders  are 
leaded  in  a  double  sense— weighty  with  thought  as  well  as 
with  typographical  distinctness.  They  carry  metal  We  are 
much  impressed  with  the  seriousness  and  instructive  aim  of 
the  editorial  columns.  Manifestly  it  is  not  to  tickle  the  ear 
or  please  the  fancy,  but  to  enligbfen  the  mind  and  improve 
the  taste,  that  the  leading  article  always  aims.  The  writer  has 
a  real,  well-considered,  distinct,  and  decisive  thought  to  con- 
vey to  his  readers'  minds,  and  he  goes  about  it  patiently,  un- 
ambitiously,  and  earnestly,  and  succeeds  not  in  winning  our 
admiration— a  poor  victory— but  in  leaving  us  wiser  than  he 
found  us. 

The  Crayon  has,  we  hope,  a  special  mission— to  purge  and 
Boberize  the  style  of  our  journalizing,  as  well  as  the  taste  of 
our  people  in  general.  The  boated,  gaseous,  and  Fcintillating 
style  of  our  public  press  is  becoming  intolerable.  The  Crayon 
uses  a  cool,  quiet  and  unobtrusive  style,  which  is  truly  re- 
freshing. 

From  the  Cincinnati  Gazette, 

We  have  already  strongly  recommended  The  Crayon,  and 
every  succeeding  number  proves  it  to  be  more  and  more  worthy 
of  all  we  have  said  in  its  praise.  No  journal,  devoted  to  Art, 
has  ever  been  so  ably  conducted,  in  this  country  ;  and  if  it 
meets  with  the  support  it  so  richly  deserves,  we  have  no  doubt 
that  it  will  exert  a  most  wholesome  influence  upon  the  taste 
of  the  country. 

Published  by  STILLMAN  &  DURAND,  No.  237  Broadway, 
New  York.  Terms,  S3  per  annum,  in  advance.  Back  num- 
bers supplied. 


TEACHER  OF  MUSIC,  265  Washington  St. 

RESIDENCE....  13  SHAWMUT  STREET,  BOSTON. 

NO.  3  LA  GRANGE   PLACE,  BOSTON. 

Having  resided  thirteen  years  in  Europe  with  a  view  of  adap- 
ting the  Italian  style  of  Singing  to  the  English  voice,  and  of 
remedying  iveakness  of  the  voice,  and  thoroughly  correcting 
harsh,  guttural,  nasal,  or  other  unpleasant  peculiarities,  pro- 
poses to  give  JeesoDB  on  the  Voice,  and  in  Siuging,  in  the  Italian 
French,  and  English  Languages. 

Many  who  have  spent  years  of  severe  study  to  attain  musical 
excellence,  after  struggling  to  conquer  some  guttural,  nasal,  or 
other  unpleasant  mannerism,  abandon  the  pursuit  from  the  be- 
lief that  they  are  atflicted  with  a  natural  defectiveness  :  when, 
with  a  fractional  part  of  the  application  which  they  bestow  on 
the  other  branches  of  their  musical  education,  and  with  much 
less  physical  effort  (if  properly  directed)  than  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  use,  their  voices  might  be  rendered  comparatiTe- 
ly  beautiful- 

To  singers  of  eminence  he  would  say,  with  a  just  appreciation 
of  their  high  attainments,  that  a  hiief practical  examination  of 
his  system  will  convince  the  most  sceptical,  that  h*^  can  afford 
them  such  a.-^sistance  in  beautifying  the  voice,  as  might  delight 
the  most  fastidious. 

"  Being  actiuainted  with  the  course  of  vocal  discipline  pursued 
by  Mr.  W.  J.  Pareerson  in  forming  and  developing  the  voice, 
I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  my  testimony  to  its  excellence  ;  be- 
lieving it  to  be  far  preferable  to  any  other  method  known  to  me. 

GEO.  J.  WEBB. 

Boston,  Oct.  7, 1854." 

^ICt^  Terms,  $50  per  quarter. 

MR.  J.  C.  D.  PAEKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  he  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing,  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  ffe  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place,  on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

References- K.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C.Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Eeqs 
Sept  23  tf. 

L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 

TEACHEK     OF     MUSIC, 

365  'Wasliin-g^om  Street,  Boston* 

CHICKERING    &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND     AND     SQUARE 

E»Xja.:Kr<0"::F'C3>:o.«2?Ei^, 

OF  BVEET  DESCRIPTION. 


TREMONT     STREET, 
Apr29  BOSTON.  tf 


NATHAN  RICHARDSON, 

98a   ^^ASHINQTON    STREET, 

Has  just  received  a  large  inToice  of 

Comprising  tbe  latest  works  of  all  the  distinguishea  European 
composers. 

—JUST  PUBLISHED,— 
Bioliardsoii's  Collection  of  National  and  Ope- 
ratic Melodies, 
Very  easily  arranged  for  the  Piuno,  and  fingered  after  tbe 
method  of  the  Modern  School.     In  twenty  numbers.     Price 
from  15  to  25  cents  each.    They  are  excellent  for  young  pupils. 

Sixty-Six  Interludes  in  the  Major  Keys, 
By  J.  H   JONES,  for  the  Organ,  Melodeon  or  Piano.    They 
are  easy,  and  very  interesting.    Every  musician  should  have 
a  copy.    Price  50  cents. 

Third  Book  of  Conoone's  Vocal  Exercises, 
For  the  middle  register  of  the  yoice,  the  only  complete  edition 
in  the  country.    Just  publifbed.    They  will  be  found  indis- 
pensable to  all  Teachers  of  Singing.    Price  t2. 

G^AU  the  above  will  be  sent  free  of  postage  on  the  receipt 
of  the  above  prices.  Our  Catalogues  are  seut  gratis  to  any 
address. 

NATHAN    RICHARDSON, 

MUSICAL  EXCHANGE,    383  ■WashimstoilL  St., 
BOSTON. 

^JOB  PRINTING  neatly  and  promplly  mM  at  tliis  Office. 

MR.   HARRISON   MILLARD, 

(  T  E  N  0  K  E  , ) 

TEACHER  OF  ITALIAN  VOCALIZATIOlf, 

Wo.  6-  Tyler  St, Terms  S50  per  quarter. 

SCHARFENBERG  &  LUIS, 
IMPOSETJEKS  OF  FOKEIGN  MUSIC, 

HAVE  aBMOVED  TO 

No.  769  BROADWAY,  corner  of  Nintli  St. 
NEW    YORK. 

PATENT     AMERICAN     ACTION 

PIANO- FORTE, 

Manufactory,  379  Washington  Street, 

BOSTON,    MASS. 

F.  F.    MiJLLEE, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old   South 
Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Society,  Musical  Education  Society,  &c.  &c. 
Mesidence,  No.  3  \%''iuter  Place,  Boston. 

G.  ANDRE    &o   CO.'S 

19  S.  NIKTH    STKEET,   ABOVE   CHESTNUT, 

(East  side,)  PHILADELPHIA. 

Q;^A  catalogue  of  our  stock  of  Foreign  Music,  and  of  our 
own  Publications,  has  just  been  published.  Music  and  Music 
Books  imported  to  order,  as  heretofore,  from  Germany,  Italy, 
Prance  and  England. 

A  CARD, Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKEL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  (duos,  trios, 
&c.  for  Tiolin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Nov  18 

ADOLPH    KIELBLOCK, 


United  States  Hotel. 


Dec  30 


SIGNOR,  AUGUSTO  BENDELARI,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
and  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  tbeir  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afford  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  great 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augusto  Bendelari,  at  the 
"Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

REFERENCES. 

Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G.  Ward,  Esq. 

John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

CAUL    GARTNER, 
T  EA.C  H  EM    or    MUS  I  C  j 

May  be  found  at  No.  20  Dover  Street,  every  forenoon  between 
9  and  10,  Oc  14 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  the  VIOLIN, 
the  PIANO-fc'ORTE,  and  in  the  Theory  of  Music. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  music 
stores.  ^      Sept  16 
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MANUFACTURED   BX 

MASON     &.     HAM  LI  N. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  us.  We  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Finisli. 
Our  prices  vary  from  S60  to  S175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  Lowell 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Bradbury,  George  ¥.  Boot,  L.  H  Southard, 
Edwin  Bruce,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  waie-rooms. 

[C^The  opinions  of  the  abrtve  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

HENRY   MASON.        )  MASON    &   HAMIilW, 

EMMONS  HAMLIN.  >  Cambridge  St.  {cor.  of  Charle&^)  Boston,  Ms. 
Oct  28    6m  (Directly  in  front  of  the  Jail.J 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 
Manufacturer  and  Dealer  in  Piano-Eortes, 

No,  34:4:  "Waslitngtou  Street,  Bostou. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED, (^  TO  LET. 

WILLIAM   BERGER, 
Publisher  anitl  Imporier  of  Music, 

No.  83  West  4tli  Street,  Cincinnati,  0. 

KEEPS  constantly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 
IMPORTUD  M0SIC,  for  sale  at  Eastern  prices.  New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  publL-ihed.  A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.  All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.     Music  arranged  to  order. 

O^  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Aug26 

Me.    J.  Q.    WETHERBEE, 

(BASSO  CANTANTE,) 
No.  18  TREMONT  TEMPI.E,   BOSTON. 

OTTO    DRESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
Reverb  House.  Terms: — $50  por  quarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  :g30  per  quarter  of  12  lessons, .one  a  week. 

YOUIG  UDIES'  VOCAl  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

E.  R.  BliAWCHARD,   Teaclier. 

This  School  is  designed  for  those  who  wish  to  acquire  the 
ability  to  read  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapt- 
ed to  the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  [each 
singing  in  schools,  or  to  receiFe  instruction, from  the  best  mas- 
ters, in  the  Cultivation  of  the  Voice,  Style,  &c. 

Address,  care  of  Geo.  J.  Webb  &  Co.,  No.  3  Winter  street. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHER   OE  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  music 
stores  of  Nathan  Richahd?jon,  28^  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co.  17  Tremont  Row. 

References  :^Mrs.  G.  W.  Loring,  33  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
Miss  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South  St. 
Miss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

THOMAS    RYAN, 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

RESIDENCE,  No.  15  DIX  PLACE. 

PRINCE  &  CO.'S  MELODEONS, 

OF  every  variety,  from  S45  to  S-loO,  suitable  for  the  parlor, 
lecture-room,  iodge-room,  or  small  church.  Believing 
them  to  be  better  in  tone,  more  durable,  and  better  finished 
than  those  of  any  other  make,  they  have  accepted  the  agency, 
and  keep  for  sale  only  those  manufactured  by  Prince  &  Co. 


Sept.  2 


a.   p.   REED   &   Co. 

13  Tremont  St.,  opposite  the  Museum, 
Sole  Agents  for  PriTice  ^  Co.'s  Melodeons, 
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ANDREAS  T.  THORUP, 
TEACHER    OP    THE    PIANO-PORTE. 

liesideiice,    S-t    Fiiickney    Street. 

Sept  1  tf 

ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TEACHEB  OF   THE  PIAN"0.-FOBTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Keed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  House,  Koxbury.  Sept  9 

J.    TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Residence  No.  56  Kjieelomd  Street. 
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[Translated  for  this  Journal.] 

Mozart's  "  Don  Giovanni." 

BT  A.  OCLIBICBEFF. 
[Concluded  from  la^t  week.] 
The  Finale  (continued). 
Commonly,  when  musicians  would  excite  terror, 
they  do  not  seek  to  produce  it  through  an  ensem- 
ble  of  effects  mutually  connected  and  subordina- 
ted to  an  indivisible  whole.  They  rather  heap 
effects  upon  effects,  than  really  combine  them  ; 
their  often  very  felicitous  and  very  fine,  but 
almost  always  rather  heterogeneous  inventions 
bear  no  other  relation  but  a  continual  over- 
bidding of  one  by  another,  which  naturally 
pushes  matters  to  extremes.  We  could  not  blame 
the ,  composers  for  that,  if  they  reached  their 
end ;  and  it  might  indeed  be  hard  for  a  man  of 
talent  to  fail  in  this  way.  By  this  chaos  of  disso- 
nances, these  frantic  modulations,  this  wild  roar 
of  the  orchestra,  this  tumult  and  disorder,  there 
must  necessarily  be  some  terror  produced ;  but  it 
>s  an  outward  and  material  terror,  about  as  much 
as  in  the  melodrama.  We  cite  as  a  masterpiece 
the  conclusion  of  the  phantasmagoric  scen^  in 
the  Freyachillz.  According  to  this  system  the 
apparition  in  our  opera  could  not  and  ought  not 
at  all  to  be  treated.  For  it  is  perfectly  homoge- 
neous, and  perfectly  connected  in  all  its  parts; 


the  alternations  of  light  and  shade,  of  forte  and 
piano,  of  dissonance  and  harmony,  succeed  each 
each  other  regularly ;  the  somewhat  hastened 
tempo  towards  the  end  does  not  cease  to  be  mod- 
erate. All  this  is  regular  and  correct,  and  does 
not  look  very  black,  but  almost  quiet,  upon  paper. 
And  yet  what  are  the  terrors  of  the  wolfs  glen, 
what  are  all  poetical  and  musical  terrors  put 
together,  before  this  terror,  which,  from  the  very 
beginning:  Don  Giovanni,  a  cenar  teco  m'invi- 
tasti,  e  son  ventito  (Don  Giovanni,  to  sup  with 
thee  thou  hast  invited  me,  and  I  have  come) 
seems  to  have  reached  the  highest  pitch,  but  which 
continues  to  loom  higher  and  higher,  till  it  over- 
shadows one  with  its  gigantic  wings !  which  pene- 
trates at  once  the  sense,  the  heart  and  the  ima- 
gination, and  finally  in  its  inexorable  progress 
reaches  even  to  the  sphere  of  intellect  and  awa- 
kens irresistibly  dark  and  cheerless  thoughts  ? 
One  shudderingly  asks  himself  whether  all  that 
is  within  us  must  not  somewhere  in  the  same 
way  reproduce  itself  without  us,  and  whether  the 
most  awful  visions  of  the  soul,  here  realized  by 
musical  analogy,  will  not  some  day  clothe  them- 
selves with  a  more  substantial  body  and  in  still 
more  positive  forms  than  this  analogy.  Hear 
those  chords  continually  swaying  to  and  fro  upon 
a  uniform  rhythm,  but  which  at  every  repetition 
of  the  outward  words,  resounding  from  the  phan- 
tom's mouth,  have  a  more  mournful  and  heart- 
rending sound  1  and  that  unisono  from  the  other 
world,  upon  unwonted  intervals  so  alien  to  every 
human  mood  of  feeling !  and  that  quaking  of  the 
orchestra  upon  the  hideous  discord  of  the  minor 
second,  and  those  long,  sighing  scales,  ascending 
and  descending,  which  howl  and  struggle  in  vain, 
amid  a  despairing  modulation,  against  the  fatal 
note  which  still  inflexibly  pursues  and  crowds  and 
strangles  them !         •  '      ' 

Hear  it !  This  is  the  meaning  of  the  speech, 
those  are  the  real  words  of  the  apparition  ;  this 
is  Death  and  Judgment  and  Damnation ;  this  is 
the  climax  and  the  moral  of  the  whole  piede. 
Great  God,  what  a  moral  I  This  at  least  is  in  no 
danger  of  being  so  speedily  forgotten  as  the  other 
conclusions  which  proceed  from  dramatic  justice, 
while  they  let  vice  be  punished  and  innocence 
triumph.  Poor  dramatic  justice !  Will  not  vice 
always  say  to  it :  "  You  are  completely  mistress, 
to  order  the  events  of  a  theatrical  piece  accord- 
ing to  your  liking,  and  to  make  me  talk  as  you 
see  fit.  I,  vice,  who  do  not  play  comedy,  I  laugh 
at  it.     Scourge  me  as  much  as  you   please  with 


moral  tirades,  which  you  put  into  my  mouth ; 
hang  me  in  efligy ;  I  from  my  box  or  from  my  seat 
among  the  first  rank  will  not  fail  to  be  the  first  to 
clap  applause,  provided  all  goes  well  with  me  as 
usual  in  the  world."  What  will  dramatic  justice 
answer  him  to  that  ?  I  cannot  say,  but  I  know 
perfectly  well  what  the  composer  of  the  Dissolulo 
punito  could  have  replied  to  it,  namely  the  fol- 
lowing :  So  far  from  delivering  you  to  the  judg- 
ment of  others,  I  do  not  even  deliver  you  to  the 
pangs  of  conscience,  which  would  have  been  self- 
judgment.  On  the  contrary,  in  my  piece  you  reck- 
less and  unpunished  trample  mankind  under  foot. 
No  one  is  strong  enough  to  punish  you.  I  invent 
nothing  against  you,  but  I  create  a  reality  outside 
of  events,  words  and  actions  ;  and  in  this  reality 
can  neither  you  nor  any  one'mistake  the  authentic 
t3pe,  the  living  impress  of  a  deeply  sinful  soul, 
in  the  hour  in  which  all  fades  away  from  it,  all, 
even  to  the  hope  of  nothingness.  The  only  fact 
which  I  suppose,  is  the  coming  of  the  white  man, 
and  thou  knowest  that  the  white  man  will  come 
for  thee  as  for  every  one." 

Moreover,  what  advantages  Mozart  concedes 
to  vice,  when  he  at  last  introduces  the  inevitable 
visitor !  Where  is  the  great  conscious  sinner,  who 
could  flatter  himself  he  could  receive  him  like 
Don  Juan  ?  To  enable  ourselves  to  judge  of  this, 
we  will  try  the  other  half  of  the  dialogue,  the  sub- 
lime opposed  to  the  sublime.  Of  the  two  reci- 
ting voices,  here  united  as  if  in  a  duet,  the  first 
supports  itself  upon  the  total  forces  of  the  orches- 
tra ;  this  is  the  phantom  with  the  terrors  in  its 
train,  armed  with  all  the  power  of  a  divine  at- 
torney. The  other  toice  is  weakly  accompanied. 
This  is  the  man,  in  utter  destitution  of  all  that 
constituted  his  outward  power,  delivered  over 
hopeless  and  defenceless  to  the  iron  arm  of  ne- 
cessity. In  this  fearful  combat  only  the  indi- 
vidual Will  keeps  him  upright ;  but  this  among 
all  the  faculties  of  man  is  just  the  most  real  and 
the  strongest,  and  it  comes  out  here  with  a  sublime 
grandeur,  which  the  role  of  Don  Giovanni  has 
in  no  other  place  approached.  Non  I'avrai  giam- 
mai  creduto,  ma  faro  quel  cJie  potrb  (I  should 
never  have  believed  it,  but  I  will  do  what  I  can.) 
A  certain  residuum  of  anxiety  betrays  itself  in 
this  passage,  the  first  which  Don  Juan  addresses 
to  the  ghost  of  the  Commander,  and  during 
which  you  hear  two  violin  figures,  which  have 
already  been  marked  at  the  beginning  of  the 
overture,  of  which  one  is  melodious  and  mournful, 
the  other  a  murmuring  accompaniment,  like  the 
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night  breeze  creeping  over  the  grass  of  the 
church-yard.  But  as  soon  as  the  long  period,  in 
■which  those  terrible  scale  passages  roll  away, 
is  at  au  end,  Giovanni  recovers  his  self-possession  : 
Parla  dunque  !  che  chiedi  ?  (speak  then  !  what 
do  you  want?)  Never  was  anything  grander 
uttered  on  the  stage.  And  when  he  adds  :  Parla, 
parla,  ascolfando  ti  sib  (speak,  I  stand  listening,) 
sympathy  and  wonder  reach  their  height,  and 
there  is  not  one  among  the  audience,  who  does 
not  feel  tempted  to  exclaim :  Mercy,  mercy  on 
the  noble  sinner !  During  this  period,  which 
closes  in  A  minor,  the  ground-tone  sounds  on, 
like  a  muffled,  dreadful  funeral  bell,  alone  amid 
the  awful  silence  of  the  voices.  One  feels  that 
unheard  of  things  are  preparing. 

Suddenly  the  thunders  of  the  spectre,  striking 
in  upon  this  monotonous  death-knell,  awaken  a 
succession  of  chords  which  would  be  difficult  even 
for  a  grammarian  to  analyze  ;  a  series  in  which 
the  chromatic  and  the  enharmonic  are  so  mingled 
and  blended,  that  the  ear  knows  no  longer  where 
it  is,  nor  whence  it  comes,  nor  whither  it  goes, 
and  the  imagination  utterly  gives  way  under 
the  terrible  and  swift  succession  of  the  images 
by  which  it  is  overwhelmed.  It  is  like  an  inward 
mirror,  in  which  compactly  and  in  countless 
number  the  enormities  of  a  whole  life  full  of  sin 
are  mirrored.  Every  heart-beat  calls  up  a 
new  shape  of  terror,  which  the  hurricane  of  the 
crescendo  instantly  chases  away,  to  put  other 
shapes  of  terror  in  their  places,  which  in  their  turn 
are  also  swept  away.  The  whole  are  linked 
together  in  a  waving  line  of  fearful  arabesques 
buried  in  flames.  Rising  a  semitone  in  every 
phrase,  the  spectre  reaches  the  highest  tones  of 
his  vocal  register  and  closes  this  indescribable 
period  upon  the  dominant  chord  of  B  flat  mi- 
nor. 

In  this  new  key,  in  the  character  of  a  grand 
reminiscence,  the  double  figure  of  the  violins 
again  becomes  perceptible ;  the  dialogue  is  more 
condensed.  A  voice,  which  seems  to  penetrate 
the  clouds  and  cleave  the  earth,  asks  Giovanni 
if  he  is  ready  for  the  journey  ?  BX-sol-vi  ?  Vir-rd-i  ? 
The  sinner  answers  :  Ho  fermo  il  core  in  petto  ; 
non  ho  timor,  verrb  (I  have  a  firm  heart  in  my 
breast ;  I  have  no  fear,  I  will  go.)  A  defiant 
outburst  of  heroism,  which  is  supported  by 
imitative  passages  of  astonishing  power.  The 
phantom,  which  till  then  has  been  immova- 
ble, stretches  out  his  hand  to  Don  Giovanni,  who 
reaches  him  his.  An  icy  chill  runs  through  the 
veins  of  the  desperate  Epicurean.  The  pain  tears 
from  him  a  shriek :  Ohime !  From  this  bar, 
the  tempo  of  the  somewhat  hastened  Andante 
gains  by  degrees  the  fire  and  vivacity  of  an 
Allegro,  through  the  more  frequent  inter- 
change of  the  phrases  of  the  dialogue,  and  through 
the  waving  which  manifests  itself  in  the  instru- 
mental figures.  The  tremolo  seizes  even  the 
lowest  stratum  of  the  harmony ;  the  abyss  yawns 
and  ferments  in  expectation  of  its  prey.  Pas- 
sages of  the  bass,  which  remind  you  closely  of  the 
duel  scene,  come  roaring  in  like  rising  waves, 
and  like  them  fall  back  from  their  highest  summit 
into  the  deep  from  which  they  raised  themselves. 
Let  us  admire  the  deeply  considered  motives  of 
the  musician.  These  sweeps  of  bass,  these  power- 
ful attacks,  the  colossal  type  of  the  last  brave 
deed  of  the  Commander's  arm,  call  out  no  imi- 
tation in  the  other  voices;  that  is  to  say,  they 
meet  with  no  parade  now,  as  in  the  earthly  duel. 


The  violins,  which  in  so  murderous  a  manner 
guided  Giovanni's  sword,  are  no  longer  here 
to  parry  off  the  blows.  The  sword  now  lies  a 
useless  tool  at  its  master's  feet ;  for  he  cannot 
kill  the  Commander  twice.  From  his  veins  there 
is  no  blood  to  be  drawn,  and  Don  Giovanni's 
blood  is  frozen  in  the  hand  of  his  invulnerable 
adversary.  The  retribution  is  frightful.  The 
victor  in  the  first  act  is  challenged  to  confess  his 
downfall.  Already  gleams  over  the  sinner's  head, 
suspended  by  a  hair,  the  sword  of  everlasting 
punishment,  which  always  hits  and  always  kills. 
E  I'ultimo  momenta !  pentiti  scelerato !  pentiti, 
pentlti  (It  is  the  last  moment !  repent,  wicked  one, 
repent !)  and  this  down-crushing  summons,  to 
which  Giovanni  steadfastly  answers  no,  rolls  away 
each  time  thundering  like  the  echo  of  hell,  until 
the  last  grain  has  run  from  the  invisible  hour- 
glass, which  measures  the  period  of  delay.  The 
mission  of  the  Commander  is  achieved  ;  the  irre- 
vocable word  falls  upon  the  lost  one  in  heavy  and 
long  choral  notes ;  the  harmbny  dies  away  in 
unison  ;  the  spectre  has  vanished. 

If  the  conclusion  had  been  executed  in  the 
moment  that  it  was  announced  ;  if  Giovanni  had 
fallen  dead  at  the  feet  of  the  Commander  and  the 
curtain  with  him,  then  would  the  end  have 
crowned  the  work,  and  Mozart,  exalted  to  the 
Pillars  of  Hercules  in  musical  art,  would  have 
remained  standing  ubi  defuit  orbis,  like  those 
seekers  after  hyperborean  lands,  who  could  not 
continue  their  voyage  any  further,  because  they 
had  leached  the  end  of  the  world.  But  certain 
considerations  allowed  neither  the  poet  nor  the 
musician  to  terminate  the  opera,  or  at  least  the 
supernatural  scene  in  this  way.  Da  Ponte,  as  a 
skilful  literary  job  worker,  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  public  of  his  time,  as  well  as  with  the 
conditions  of  scenic  effect  in  general,  reasoned 
quite  justly,  that  the  title  of  the  piece  :  II  Disso- 
luto  punito,  and  the  expectation  awakened  by 
this  title,  would  hardly  seem  justified  unless  we 
saw  the  punishment;  for  among  a  thousand  indi- 
viduals who  understand  perfectly  well  how  to  see 
an  opera,  it  is  lucky  if  you  can  count  ten  who 
understand  how  to  hear  it.  For  this  reason  the 
damnation  and  the  hell  had  to  be  made  visible  to 
the  eye.  The  poet  therefore  caused  the  man  of 
marble,  who  in  his  libretto  is  a  pretty  paltry 
machine,  to  be  followed  by  something  more  solid 
and  more  striking  to  the  eyes,  un  coro  di  spettri 
(chorus  of  spectres,)  ghosts,  larvse,  furies,  devils, 
the  court  of  Pluto  in  grand  gala.  We  know 
how  our  ancestors  enjoyed  this  classical  pomp. 
Don  Juan,  whom  the  composer  has  allowed  to 
stand  out  through  the  most  frightful  moral  tor- 
ments, is  after  these  delivered  up  to  physical  tor- 
ments also :  Che  m'  agita  le  viscere  !  a  bold  image, 
which  transcended  Da  Ponte's  age,  and  at  which 
Mozart  did  not  hold  it  necessary  to  stop.  To 
him,  the  musician,  who  understood  how  to  trans- 
late the  most  heart-rending  cry  with  perfect  natu- 
ralness, it  would  have  been  easy  to  represent  the 
desperate  pangs  from  the  inmost  vitals  quite  as 
naturally  ;  but  he  was  far  from  suspecting  what  a 
fruitful  vein  these  medico-chirurgical  operations 
would  open  to  the  theatre. 

We  have  adduced  the  motives  of  the  poet,  let 
us  now  hear  those  of  the  composer.  Mozart 
must  have  perceived,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
close  the  last  finale  with  a  scene  in  the  tempo  of 
Andante,  which  is  by  all  odds  the  most  important 
in  the  piece,  and  which  ends  pp  with  some  whole 
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notes,  sung  by  a  single  voice,  which  fade  out  in  the 
orchestra,  like  the  shadow  itself.  Accordingly  he 
saw,  that  after  a  piece  of  such  psychological  sub- 
tlety and  depth,  it  would  be  fitting  to  raise  the  soul 
again,  which  has  been  cast  down  by  so  many 
fearful  shocks,  and  that  at  the  close  some  fire- 
works must  be  let  off  for  the  ear,  just  as  Da  Ponte 
had  felt  the  need  of  a  brilliant  concluding  piece 
for  the  eyes.  For  this  reason  he  appended  to  the 
Andante  an  Allegro  of  fifty  measures  and  not 
more  ;  this  is  mere  music  of  effect,  required  by 
the  tumult  on  the  stage  and  also  by  the  scenic 
uproar,  since  there  is  no  mightier  ally  than  up- 
roarious music  in  such  cases.  This  is  all  very 
well ;  it  does  not  last  long,  and  everybody  goes 
away  contented.  So  we  will  not  concern  our- 
selves as  to  what  sort  of  a  spectacle  they  will  af- 
ford us,  or  whether  the  gentlemen  managers, 
scene-painters,  costumers  and  machinists  still 
continue  to  create  their  world  after  the  ideal  of  a 
simpleton.  They  must  pardon  me  this  expres- 
sion ;  but  is  it  credible,  that  we,  the  spectators  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  we  who  at  last  compre- 
hend what  Don  Juan  is,  are  still  invariably  doom- 
ed to  see  the  final  scene  of  the  wonderful  master- 
piece transported  into  the  mythological  Tartarus, 
swarming  with  a  legion  of  supernumeraries  and 
thereby  rendered  positively  ludicrous,  since 
these  are  besmeared  with  every  possible  color, 
wear  enormous  perrukes  of  hemp  upon  their 
heads,  and  dance  with  smoking  and  stinking 
torches  round  Don  Juan. 

Certainly  it  would  require  no  great  outlay  of 
fancy,  to  replace  this  unworthy  mode  of  repre- 
sentation by  another  less  ridiculous  and  more 
appropriate.  For  have  we  not  the  phantasma- 
goria ?  Suppose  we  have  threatening  spectres 
flitting  in  the  vacant  space,  hideous  masks,  with 
features  distorted  with  fury  or  grinning  with 
devili.«h  laughter ;  mingle  with  them  for  contrast's 
sake  a  troop  of  youthful  and  pale  female  forms, 
who  have  atoned  for  their  love  of  Giovanni  with 
their  lives,  and  who  regard  him  steadfastly  and 
seem  to  weep  over  him.  If  this  picture  does  not 
suit  the  reader,  here  is  another.  The  trap-doora 
open  and  vomit  streams  of  flames ;  the  thunder 
machine  does  its  utmost  in  its  Olympian  retreat ; 
the  side  pieces  of  the  scene,  which  does  not  change, 
take  fire  and  fall  in  one  by  one  with  a  great 
noise  ;  phantoms  fly  in  all  directions  through  the 
conflagration.  There  is  no  need  of  our  seeing 
the  singing  spectres,  and  instead  of  the  chorus 
being  sung  in  unison,  as  it  is  directed,  it  might  be 
sung  in  different  octaves.  We  even  think  that 
speaking-tubes  would  be  in  place  here.  In  this 
uproar,  Giovanni,  abandoned  to  the  demons, 
although  only  inwardly  and  free  in  his  move- 
ments, expresses,  more  by  his  acting  than  his 
singing,  which  it  would  be  hard  to  hear  well,  the 
torments  which  he  suffers.  And  when  the  clo- 
sing cadence  comes,  a  long-drawn  church  ca- 
dence, the  wall  in  the  back-ground  falls  down, 
and  discloses,  in  the  first  beams  of  the  dawn,  the 
spirit  of  the  Commander  floating  heaven-ward, 
with  the  figure  of  a  female  kneeling  before  him 
on  the  same  cloud.  This  female  holds  a  palm- 
leaf  in  her  hand  and  a  veil  conceals  her  features. 
A  streak  of  lightning,  which  proceeds  from  this 
heavenly  vision,  strikes  Don  Juan,  who  falls  dead 
amid  the  ruins  of  his  accursed  dwelling. 
Superfluous  Conclusion. 

How  singular  !  Although  both  composers  of  our 
opera  trod  in  Shakspeare's  footsteps  in  their  work, 
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defying  the  poetical  and  theatrical  style  of  their 
age,  continually  mingling  comedy  with  tragedy, 
yet  both  Da  Ponte  and  Mozart  felt  themselves 
obliged  to  yield  to  the  most  arbitrary  rule  that 
ever  was  imposed  upon  the  lyric  drama ;  the  rule 
namely,  which  requires  that  all  the  characters 
should  come  together  at  the  end  and  form  a 
straight  line  in  the  order  of  their  vocal  registers, 
to  thank  the  public  for  the  signs  of  approba- 
tion or  displeasure  which  have  fallen  to  their  lot 
during  the  representation.  At  all  events  our 
composers  need  not  have  followed  this  conven- 
tionalism in  all  its  strictness,  inasmuch  as  the 
hero  of  the  piece  was  dead,  and  the  phantom 
had  no  second  mission  which  should  bring  him  to 
make  his  acknowledgment  before  the  public. 
So  they  contented  themselves  with  assembling 
the  survivors,  to  sing  and  take  their  leave, 
whereby  the  Finale  was  lengthened  out  by  three 
extra  tempi ;  an  Allegro  Assai,  a  Larghetto  and 
a  Presto. 

We  will  not  examine  them ;  first,  because  they 
are  never  performed  on  the  stage ;  then,  because 
they  form  no  part  of  the  action  ;  and  thirdly, 
which  is  the  worst  thing  about  it,  because  they 
are  an  absurd  lie  with  regard  to  the  acling  per- 
sons. Who  does  not  clearly  see,  that  this  whole 
world  of  passions,  fascinations,  follies  and  marvels 
has  irrevocably  gone  down  with  him,  who  was 
its  focus  and  its  moving  principle  ?  Anna,  the 
sublime  reaction  of  the  moral  order  of  things 
against  the  principle  which  made  war  upon  all  its 
foundations,  is  no  longer  Anna.  She  has  ceased 
to  be  with  the  cause  that  called  her  forth ;  she  is 
extinguished,  as  the  fire  of  heaven  was  extin- 
guished, after  consuming  the  doomed  cities  whose 
burial  places  are  mirrored  by  the  Dead  Sea.  So 
soon  as  Anna  is  dead,  Ottavio  becomes  impos- 
sible. He  is  so  constituted,  that  he  could  not  sur- 
vive his  beloved  a  minute,  for  she  made  out  his 
whole  musical  and  dramatic  existence.  As  for 
Leporello,  the  physicians  will  tell  you,  that  he  has 
seen  and  heard  enough  during  the  last  two  scenes, 
to  entitle  him  to  a  provision  for  life  in  a  mad- 
house. In  fact,  his  concern  is  perhaps  to  go  to 
an  inn  {aW  osteria)  and  there  seek  out  a  better 
master  (padron  micjlior  )  No,  no,  Leporello  has 
had  and  will  have  but  one  master  all  his  life. 
Shall  I  speak  of  Elvira  ?  Alas !  she  sank  down 
senseless,  when  she  left  Don  Juan.  At  this  mo- 
ment the  poor  lady  lies  sick  in  bed  with  a  brain 
fever.  She  is  in  for  it  for  six  weeks  at  least. 
Elvira  gathers  her  friends  and  relations  about 
her  and  says  to  them  :  lo  men  vndo  in  un  retiro 
a  Jinir  la  vila  mia  (I  go  into  retirement,  there  to 
end  my  days,)  that  is  all,  and  we  can  but  ap- 
prove this  pious  resolution,  although  it  does  not 
concern  the  audience.  There  yet  remain  Zer- 
lina  and  Masetto.  One  were  glad  to  suppose,  with 
the  poet,  that  this  couple  on  their  wedding  day 
have  gone  off  to  sup  together  {cenar  in  compag- 
nia;')  but  for  the  honor  of  Masetto  we  must  be- 
lieve that  their  supper  hour  has  passed  long  ago. 
Zerlina,  with  whom  all  the  relations  have  ceased 
that  made  her  a  dramatic  person,  is  not  the  Zer- 
lina of  Don  Juan,  but  of  Masetto,  from  this  time 
forward  a  little  wanton  gossip,  who  leads  her  man 
round  by  the  nose.  In  this  way  the  grand  figure 
of  Giovanni  draws  down  with  him  in  his  fall  all 
that  liad  served  him  for  relief,  for  setting  or  for 
contrast.     All  dies  or  vanishes  with  him. 

The  three  last  tempi  of  the  Finale  therefore 
are  a  monstrous  violation  of  all  principles  of  Art ; 


but  inasmuch  as  a  fault  is  seldom  so  easy  as  this 
to  better,  and  as  it  always  is  bettered  on  the 
stage,  the  evil,  I  admit,  would  not  be  very  great, 
if  the  music,  here  suppressed,  were  no  better 
than  its  text.  Unfortunately  this  is  not  the  case, 
and  all  music  lovers  will  lament  with  bitterness 
the  lost  labor  of  the  splendid  fugued  chorus : 
Questo  e  il  Jin  di  cJii  fa  mal.  (This  is  the  end  of 
the  evil-doer!) 


The  Position  of  the  Artist 

[From  The  Crayon.] 

In  arranging  our  social  system,  we  have  con- 
sidered the  relations  of  the  Worker  in  the  ma- 
terial, in  all  his  capacities,  as  Laborer,  as  Adven- 
turer, as  Capitalist,  and  have,  by  our  use  of  the 
influences  of  law  and  public  opinion,  done  all  we 
may  to  protect  him  in  each.  We  have  gone  fur- 
ther, and  included  in  our  plans  the  interests  of 
those  who,  not  being  producers  of  the  Actual  in 
any  form,  have  confided  to  them  the  preservation 
of  that  which  is  in  danger  of  decay  or  injury — 
the  Jurist,  the  Physician,  and  the  Divine — the 
conservators  of  society.  Yet  in  our  organizations 
we  have  made  no  account  of  the  Ideal:  the 
Painter,  the  Sculptor  and  the  Poet,  are  voted  by 
all  "assembled  wisdoms"  to  be  superfluities — 
queues   which   the  world  may  wear  or  not. 

Has  the  Artist  a  right  to  exist  ?  Abstractly  he 
has,  any  one  will  admit,  as  every  one  has,  a  right 
to  eat  if  he  can  get  anything  to  eat ;  but  that  he 
has  any  claim  on  society,  or  has  of  right  any  posi- 
tion in  it,  we  all  practically  deny.  We  emulate 
the  magnificence  of  the  munificent  tyrants  of  past 
ages,  who  always  had  some  poets,  some  painters 
in  their  train,  but  only  that  they  might  add  to 
their  glory  and  stimulate  their  self-importance. 
They  had  generally  their  buffoon,  who  stood 
nearer  to  their  majesties  than  either  poet  or 
painter.  They  rewarded  the  fool,  and  the  Artist, 
as  they  fostered  their  foibles  or  flattered  their 
vanity.  They  gave  them  gifts,  but  never  paid 
them  anything,  since  the  idea  of  service  rendered 
was  one  not  to  be  entertained. 

So  each  man  among  us,  as  he  attains  to  the 
position  of  a  sovereign  in  a  degree,  bestows  his 
largess  on  the  painter  who  makes  his  walls  richer, 
or  who  preserves  his  likeness  for  the  admiration 
of  future  generations;  and  so,  too,  we  cast  our 
coppers  to  dancers  and  mountebanks.  The  Poet, 
thank  God!  has  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  sover- 
eignty in  a  measure,  and  can  no  longer  be  made 
to  sing  in  a  golden  cage  for  the  glorification  of 
the  individual  man — free  from  Maecenas  and 
Can  Grande,  he  is  listened  to  as  we  listen  to  the 
birds  of  heaven,  not  because  he  is  ours,  but  be- 
cause he  is  divine.  No  longer  the  creature  of 
Privilege,  he  lives  in  the  universal  heart  of  man- 
kind, and  though  his  robes  of  scarlet  and  golden 
decorations  may  be  less,  he  eats  the  bread  of  in- 
dependence, and  says  what  he  says  because  he 
desires  it,  not  because  we  prescribe  it. 

The  Painter  hopes  from  the  emancipation  of 
his  brother  the  Poet,  and  looks  out  upon  the  day 
when,  no  longer  the  creature  of  individual  vanity 
or  insolent  self-importance,  he  shall  paint,  not 
what  patrons  commission  him  to,  but  what  his 
own  soul  commands  of  him ;  and  when,  instead 
of  being  required  to  follow  a  fashion,  or  make 
pictures  according  to  popular  perception,  he  shall 
be  regarded  as  the  Seer  of  the  Beautiful,  and 
shall  be  looked  to  as  the  instructor  of  that  per- 
ception, who  shall  teach  us  what  to  see  and  how 
to  see  it.  We  do  not  suppose  that  all  painters 
have  this  feeling.  We  know  there  are  many  who 
are  willing  to  be  the  appenda  to  wealth  and  social 
rank,  to  keep  a  foothold  in  life  by  fostering  pride 
and  flattering  vanity ;  but  the  true  Artist  has  that 
desire  for  reverence  and  regard,  not  for  himself, 
but  for  the  truth  given  him  to  tell. 

If  he  has  a  right  to  exist,  then  he  has  a  right 
to  that  consideration  and  position  which  make  ex- 
istence easy.  We  talk  fluently,  in  these  times,  of 
the  right  of  labor,  and  say,  truly,  that  society  has 
no  right  so  to  organize  itself  that  it  shall  cut  off" 
its  humblest  members  from  their  dues  of  sunlight 
and  of  bread.     Labor  has  rights,  and  will  enforce 


them,  or,  at  least,  exact  a  terrible  penalty  for  its 
disinheritance.  It  is  necessary :  and  we  know 
that  to  destroy  the  laborer  is  to  cut  off  our  hands 
— to  strike  at  the  root  of  the  material  interests  of 
society.  But,  since  it  is  an  external  necessity,  it 
will  be  cared  for;  and  the  only  question  to  the 
upper  tiers  of  the  social  organization,  is,  how, 
most  conveniently,  to  care  for  it  and  themselves 
at  once.  Art  and  Beauty  have  no  such  necessity 
— they  are  neither  bread  nor  shelter,  and  men 
commonly  pass  successfully  through  life  without 
the  slightest  care  for  them.  Nations  have  been 
powerful  and  wealthy  without  being  cognizant  of 
their  existence.  They  have  no  revolutionary 
right,  and  cannot  force  themselves  into  notice — 
they  cannot  exact  the  penalty  of  neglect — yet  is 
it  none  the  less  exacted  somehow  and  some- 
where. 

We  say,  the  penalty  is  exacted,  because  a  law 
is  broken  by  thus  leaving  out  the  Teacher  of  the 
Ideal  in  our  division  of  the  earth ;  and  infraction 
of  natural  law  brings  its  punishment  with  it.  A 
German  fable  says,  that  when  Jupiter  divided  the 
earth  among  his  children,  the  Poet,  modest  and 
sensitive,  was  overlooked,  and  when  the  god 
found  that  there  was  no  share  left  for  him,  he 
took  him  to  dwell  with  himself  in  Olympus.  So 
does  the  world.  It  divides  the  goods  of  this  life 
among  the  strong,  the  cunning,  and  the  clamor- 
ous. The  Artist  and  Poet  are  sent  up  to  Olym- 
pus and  glorified.  They  would,  probably,  prefer 
to  remain  among  their  brethren,  but  the  loss  is 
not  theirs — rather  the  world's.  Subsistence  may 
be  denied  them,  but  their  perception  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  Ideal  cannot  be  taken  away ;  and,  if 
driven  to  Olympus,  they  not  only  take  it  with 
them,  but  take  away  the  very  guides  by  which 
their  blind  brethren  might  be  made  to  see. 

To  speak  more  prosaically,  it  is  society  that 
suffers  by  the  neglect  of  the  Artist ;  and  it  is  the 
interest  of  society,  therefore,  to  give  him  the  po- 
sition which  his  share  in  the  soul-culture  justifies. 
Having  admitted  his  right  to  a  place,  it  only  re- 
mains to  point  it  out,  and  then  we  may  demand 
of  him  that  he  fill  it  worthily.  How  can  we  ex- 
pect him  to  sustain  a  dignity  when  we  assign  him 
none  ?  If  we  regard  him  as  a  pendant  to  our 
pride  and  vanity,  we  have  sunk  the  teacher  in 
the  flatterer,  who  has  no  place  in  the  true  social 

system. 

1  1.  I — 

Friedrioh  von  Flotow. 

[From  tlie  New  York  MuBical  Gazette.] 

Friedrich  Von  Flotow  is  a  nobleman,  the 
son  of  a  wealthy  lord  of  the  manor,  in  Mecklen- 
burg, (North  of  Germany.)  This  somewhat  re- 
tired part  of  Germany  reminds  one,  in  many  of 
its  characteristics,  of  the  olden  time ;  of  a  state  of 
society  which  belongs  more  to  the  past  than  the 
present.  The  fertile  lands  are  divided  into  large 
estates,  and  are  itf  possession  of  some  of  the  oldest 
families  of  nobles  Germany  possesses.  The  life  of 
these  proprietors  is  mostly  agricultural,  preserving, 
in  some  sort,  many  of  the  old  patriarchal  rights, 
customs,  and  feelings.  We  mention  this  fact 
because  of  the  anomaly  which  exists  between  the 
life  and  spirit  of  a  man  born  and  educated  under 
such  influences,  and  the  light,  brilliant  French 
music  of  MarlJia,  Indra,  etc.  But  it  is  not  the 
first  time  Germans  have  proved  they  can  be  any 
thing  else  but  German ;  and  although  in  music 
they  are  least  likely  to  forget  their  own  nature 
and  spirit,  the  history  of  modern  opera  shows  in 
Meyerbeer  and  Halevt  two  brilliant  illustra- 
tions of  the  fact  we  have  mentioned.  Flotow, 
however,  spent  only  his  earlier  youth  in  the  coun- 
try of  renowned  cattle  and  fertile  pasture-grounds. 
He  soon  came  to  Paris,  studying  music,  opera, 
ballet,  and  all  sorts  of  things,  which  the  French 
metropolis  can  offer  to  an  apt  and  diligent  scholar. 

The  musical  education  of  Flotow  has  been  in 
some  respect  a  very  curious  one.  Generally  a 
musician  tries  every  thing  before  he  fixes  himself 
upon  any  peculiar  branch  of  his  art.  Not  so 
Flotow.  We  do  not  think  that  he  ever  studied 
or  composed  any  thing  else  but  a  certain  class  of 
vocal  music  ;  nay,  we  do  not  even  believe  that  he 
composed  much  even  of  this  before  he  came  to 
Paris,  with  ample  means  to  enjoy  it;  having  a 
certain  predilection  for  music,  perhaps  also  the 
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intention  to  study  it,  but  certainly  without  any 
great  preparation  for  the  career  of  an  opera  com- 
poser. Flotoiv  learned  first  how  to  write  little  ro- 
mances in  the  French  style,  then  he  tried  larger 
forms,  until,  at  last,  he  accomplished  the  short 
opera  comique.  Paris  has  been,  in  a  musical 
sense,  the  cradle,  nursery,  and  school-room  of 
Flotow;  he  learned  there  to  creep,  to  walk;  to 
spell,  to  write,  and  to  produce.  Being  always 
with  French  people,  hearing  nothing  but  the  talk 
of  a  particular  class  of  musicians ;  being,_besides, 
youna  and  unfixed  in  his  views  and  principles, 
one  can  not,  after  all,  wonder  that  he  forgot  the 
solid  qualities  of  his  native  Mecklenburg,  and  re- 
flected in  his  music  the  habits  and  feelings  of  that 
society  in  which  he  moved.  And  as  this  society 
was  a  good'  one,  being  formed  by  the  circles  of 
some  first-rate  houses  ;  the  young  nobleman  being 
received  with  all  the  honor  due  to  his  station  ;  as, 
besides,  he  was  very  apt  to  perceive  the  finer 
qualities  of  French  composition  and  to  adopt  them, 
we  can  easily  account  for  the  elegance  he  displays 
in  his  better  works.  But  Flotow  learned  not  only 
this  in  Paris;  he  obtained  also  a  knowledge  of 
the  stage,  of  the  public,  of  the  artists,  and  of  men 
in  general.  Further — and  this  is  the  most  essen- 
tial— he  obtained  a  perception  of  his  own  resour- 
ces, and  especially  learned  not  to  come  too  early 
before  the  public.  Flotow  has  never  been  guilty  of 
an  attempt  to  write  a  so-called  grand  opera ;  he 
knows  the  scope  of  his  talents  and  abilities,  and 
therefore  his  whole  ambition  has  been  concentra- 
ted upon  the  opera  comique.  Having  so  very 
often  seen  that  stuflf  prepared  which  is  served  day 
by  day  to  the  Parisian  public  ;  having  assisted  in 
all  the  incidents  of  a  mise  en  scene  ;  having  gone 
as  a  witness  through  all  the  stages  of  the  life  of  a 
composer  for  that  institution,  and  feeling  in  him- 
self musical  resources  enough  to  satisfy  at  least,  in 
this  respect,  the  wants  of  the  public,  he  risked 
himself  at  last  on  the  perilous  field  of  an  opera 
composer.  His  first  trial,  in  association  with  anoth- 
er, was  not  very  successful ;  then  came  a  little 
opera  in  one  act,  which  had  the  esteem  of  the 
critics,  and  the  applause  of  the  claque,  raising  some 
hopes  for  a  future  success.  Had  Flotow  continued 
to  walk  in  the  same  path ;  to  compose  only  for  the 
Opera  Comique  in  Paris,  the  desired  full  success 
would  not  have  failed  to  appear  at  last ;  but  at 
that  time  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  German 
author,  who  spent  a  portion  of  each  year  in  Paris, 
to  look  out  for  pieces  to  translate  and  arrange  for 
the  German  stage,  and  it  is  this  acquaintance 
which  changed  the  course  of  the  composer  and 
had  the  greatest  influence  upon  his  further  career. 
The  public  name  of  that  author  is  W.  Fuiedeich, 
of  a  wealthy  merchant  family  in  Hamburg.  This 
man  has  obtained  a  reputation  in  Germany  for  being 
the  best  translator  of  French  pieces,  for  his  great 
knowledge  of  the  stage,  and  the  ability  to  write 
gentle  verses,  especially  for  opera  purposes.  Flo- 
tow required  a  libretto  ;  Friedricli  proposed  one 
for  the  German  stage,  based  upon  the  principles 
of  the  French  Opera  Comique ;  Flotow  agreed, 
and  both  men  began  to  work.  The  first  sign  of 
this  new  partnership  was  the  opera,  Alessandro 
Stradella.  It  is  almost  the  same  plot  which  in- 
spired NiEDEKMEYER  to  make  a  grand  opera  for 
the  French  Academy  of  Music.  If  the  singer  and 
composer,  Alessandro  Stradella,  who  lived 
in  the  last  half  of  the  seventeenth  century,  could 
have  heard  the  music  which  he  has  to  perform  in 
either  opera,  but  especially  in  that  of  Flotow,  he 
would  have  been  rather  surprised.  Flotow's  mu- 
sic is  very  thin  and  somewhat  obese,  a  sort  of  en- 
larged vaudeville  with  recitatives,  which  has  had 
an  entire  success,  on  account  of  the  musical  char- 
acteristics with  which  the  two  bandits  in  the  piece 
are  treated.  Here  the  talent  of  the  composer,  the 
comical  expression,  was  very  happily  displayed ; 
and  Flotow  himself  was  quite  right,  when  he  said, 
after  the  first  performance  of  this  opera  at  Ham- 
burg, "  My  bandits  have  saved  me."  The  next 
opera  was  The  SazYojs,  a  more  severe  undertaking, 
and  for  this  very  reason  unsuccessful.  Flotow 
was,  in  consequence  of  this,  rather  dissatisfied  with 
his  partner ;  still  he  agreed  for  a  third  trial  to- 
gether. The  result  was  The  Forester.  Again  no 
success ;  decidedly  Mr.  Friedrich  was  not  worth 
fj.    any  thing.     Flotow  resolved  upon  dissolution  of 
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the  partnership,  but  first  he  would  try  once  more 
the  ability  of  the  librettist.  Martha  was  the  re- 
sult of  their  labors,  and  this  time  a  successful  one. 
Martha  gave  the  composer  a  position  and  reputa- 
tion in  Germany,  which  his  later  operas,  Indra 
and  Rubezahl,  although  they  were  very  feeble  re- 
productions of  his  powers,  could  not  shake  !  The 
music  to  Martha  is  spiritual,  light,  and  brilliant, 
grateful  to  the  ear,  the  singers,  and  also,  as  ex- 
perience has  taught  us,  to  the  composer  himself. 
The  orchestration  is  much  better  than  in  Stradella, 
and  the  instrumentation  has  some  very  happy  and 
ingenious  combinations.  The  treatment  of  the 
whole  is  French ;  but  there  are  some  pieces,  as 
the  spinner-quartet  and  the  finale  of  the  first  act, 
which  are  as  good  as  any  thing  Auber  or  Adam 
have  written  for  the  Opera  Comique.  The  great 
art,  to  finish  at  the  right  time,  not  to  weary  the 
public  by  a  continuation  of  sentiment  scenes — on 
the  contrary  to  offer  a  continual  interchange  of 
the  sentimental  and  the  comic :  these  secrets  of 
success  Flotow  understands  very  well,  as  he  proves 
in  this  opera.  Then  that  other  important  point ; 
the  provision  of  the  singers  with  good,  grateful  roles, 
is  also  not  neglected  in  Martha.  Nancy  and  Plum- 
Icett  are  very  acceptable  parts  for  male  and  female 
buffos,  and  Martha  and  Lyonel  are  favorite  per- 
formances of  all  the  German  soubrettes  and  tenors. 
Martha  and  Stradella  have  made  their  way  over 
almost  all  the  stages  of  Germany,  have  pleased 
hundreds  of  times,  and  will  please  probably  as  long 
as  society  reqtiires  an  opera  to  be  served  as  in 
dramas,  nothing  but  amusement  and  pleasant  sen- 
sations. The  opera  of  Martha,  or  rather  an  En- 
glish version  of  it,  was  first  introduced  to  the 
American  public  by  Madame  Bishop  a  few  years 
since,  when  an  astute  critic  of  one  of  the  daily 
papers  gravely  complimented  Signor  Bochsa  for 
the  brilliant  idea  he  had  conceived,  of  introducing 
into  the  opera  the  well-known  ballad, '  Tis  the  last 
rose  of  summer.'  As  most  of  our  readers  are  prob- 
ably well  aware  that  whatever  merit  may  be  attach- 
ed to  the  brilliancy  of  this  idea  is  due  to  the  Ger- 
man composer,  we  should  not  now  refer  to  it  were 
it  not  that  the  same  incorrect  statement  has  re- 
appeared in  print  within  a  few  days. 

As  far  as  we  can  judge  from  personal  appear- 
ance, not  having  any  biography  at  hand,  Mr.  Flo- 
tow is  about  forty  years  old,  tall,  with  a  dark  com- 
plexion, and  much  smartness  in  his  eyes.  He  has 
the  appearance  of  a  man  who  carefully  observes, 
and  knows  how  to  profit  by  his  observation.  His 
manners  are  gentlemanly,  amiable,  and  prepos- 
sessing, just  as  is  his  music.  You  are  flattered 
without  being  aware  of  it.  Flotow  is,  in  our  opin- 
ion, the  smartest  manufacturer  of  opera  music  Ger- 
many possesses  at  this  time. 


[Prom  the  London  Athenaeum  of  June  8, 1839.] 

First  appearance  of  Mario,   and  first  per- 
formance of  Lucrezia  Borgia  in  London. 

On  Thursday  Mme.  Grisi's  benefit  took  place, 
with  the  attractions  of  a  fresh  opera,  "  Lucrezia 
Borgia,"  by  Donizetti,  a  new  tenor,  M.  Mario, 
and  a  new  ballet.  La  Gitana.  Strange  to  say, 
in  spite  of  these  temptations,  the  house  was  but 
moderately  well  attended ;  nor  have  the  lovers  of 
music  any  loss,  if  they  absent  themselves  from  M. 
Laponti's  kingdom  as  often  as  the  Lucrezia 
is  repeated.  The  ghastly  and  revolting  story  of 
Victor  Hugo's  tragedy,  stripped  of  half  its  hor- 
rors, has  been  set  to  music — alternating  between 
harsh  and  puling  dulness— and,  as  a  whole,  even 
less  inviting  than  that  of  Donizetti's  ungracious 
Parisina.  There  is  one  effective  terzet  in  the 
second  act,  and  the  introduction,  with  snatches  of 
ball  music  coming  from  behind  the  scenes,  would 
be  very  gay  and  pretty — though  anything  but 
new — if  the  military  band  were  kept  in  tune. 
Having  mentioned  ihese  pieces,  it  is  waste  of 
time  to  specify  farther.  Grisi  did  her  best  to 
make  her  new  part  tell — looking,  in  the  second 
act,  more  striking  than  we  ever  remember  to 
have  seen  her,  having  put  on  for  the  character 
such  a  malicious  and  fascinating  beauty  as  befits 
a  sorceress ;  but  the  music  baffled  her  exertion. 

It  was  a  pity,  too,  to  produce  M.  Mario  in  a 
composition  so  utterly  worthless;  though,  making 
allowance  for  its  wretched  insipidity,  we  cannot 


but  compliment  the  new  Eomeo  of  the  Italian 
stage  upon  possessing  a  handsome  presence  and  a 
delicious  voice,  rather  than  commend  him  for 
using  either  as  an  artist  should  do ;  that  is,  zeal- 
ously and  to  good  effect.  His  voice  is  sweet  and 
extensive,  some  of  its  tones  being  not  free  from 
that  slight  quantity  of  huskiness  which  practice 
would  either  clear  away,  or,  as  in  Paista's  case, 
convert  from  a  blemish  into  a  beauty ;  his  ex- 
pression is  natural  and  unforced,  his  declamation 
at  times  too  abrupt,  at  times  too  indifferent — he 
is  greatest,  in  short,  in  cantabile  singing ;  having, 
on  Thursday  evening,  neither  been  given  nor 
made  for  himself  any  opportunity  for  the  display 
of  executive  power.  M.  Mario's  success  was 
complete,  but  he  must  work  hard  to  make  it 
lasting. 
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Diary  Abroad.— No.  13. 

Berlin,  Feb.  9.  One  more  wonder-cliild,  and  this  a 
pianist! 

He  is  a  child  of  ten,  more  likely  eleven  years,  from 
Moscow,  and  has  given  a  concert  in  Frankfort  on  the 
Maine.  It  is  the  winter  of  1841-2,  and  the  old  imperial 
city — one  of  my  favorite  places  for  a  few  days  visit — is 
filled  with  fashionable  society  from  all  parts  of  Europe. 
Lucrezia  Borgia  and  La  Favorita  have  just  been  put 
upon  the  stage  there;  the  second  creating  some  sensa- 
tion. RuBiNi  and  Persiani  have  had  the  theatre  one 
night  for  a  concert,  and  now  comes  onr  little  boy  to  try 
his  fortune.  He  is  the  f;ishion  and  succeeds.  '  C.  G.,' 
who  writes  about  all  these  and  many  other  musical 
doings  in  a  letter  to  the  Leipdger  Zeiiung,  is  greatly 
pleased  with  the  child  and  discourses  thus  about  him: 

"  God  be  thanked !  the  time  of  '  wonder-children  '  has 
passed ;  for  time  has  taught  us  that  most  of  these  little 
pale  creatures  have  faded  like  hot-house  plants,  so  soon 
as  the  fresh  air  of  heaven  breathed  upon  them.  The 
playing  of  little  Eubisstein,  however,  seems  more  like 
the  result  of  real  talent,  since  he  retains  completely  the 
ease  and  joyousness  of  a  healthy  child,  and  has  thus 
far  assumed  nothing  of  the  professional  in  his  demeanor. 
Still  we  have  our  doubts  as  to  a  happy  result,  as  those 
about  seem  to  take  every  pains  to  fill  him  with  vanity. 
That  the  little  man  no  longer  studies,  merely  practicing 
show  pieces,  is  evident  from  his  manner  of  playing. 
We  demand  of  a  child  neither  depth  of  feeling  nor  a 
clear  understanding  cif  his  composer,  but  at  all  events 
clearness  and  correctness,  attributes  of  a  trae  musical 
scholar,  must  not  fail.  Still,  the  astonishment  one  feels 
at  hearing  a  boy  of  ten  years  conquer  the  most  difficult 
caprices  of  Liszt  and  Thalberg,  Chopin  and  Henselt, 
cannot  be  overcome  by  simply  calling  it  precocious  ex- 
ecution. What  would  we  have  more  ?  If  the  history  of 
the  Art  did  not  tell  us  of  little  geniuses  who  satisfied  at 
once  both  the  ear  and  the  heart,  we  would  not  judge  so 
strictly." 

Not  remarkably  flattering,  such  a  notice;  but  that  the 
Leipzig  artists  thought  very  differently  of  him  is  clear; 
for  less  than  a  year  passes  before  he  has  the  instrumental 
solos  at  a  Gewandhaus  concert,  and  a  long  notice  of  his 
playing,  which  follows  in  the  Zeitung,  puts  a  very  differ- 
ent face  upon  the  matter : 

"  His  efforts  are  not  the  deceitful  fruit  of  a  hot-house 
plant,  or  the  product  of  education  merely;  they  are  the 
results  of  a  truly  extraordinary,  real  musical  talent, 
which  certainly  needs  still  the  guidance  and  culture  of  a 
skilful  and  careful  hand."  It  is  not  the  mere  technical 
perfection  of  Rubinstein's  playing,  which  the  writer 
extols  very  highly,  but  the  soul  which  pervades  it,  the 
clearness  of  his  conception,  and  so  on,  which  gives  rise 
to  hopes,  which  are  not  often  excited,  for  the  futm-e  of 
Art.  The  boy  played  on  this  occasion  the  first  move- 
ment of  a  concerto  of  his  Moscow  master,  Villoing, 
Standchen,  by  Franz  Schubert,  and  a  fantasia  upon 
Lucia  themes  by  Liszt— the  last  two  pieces  exciting  a 
tumult  of  applause. 

Before  the  close  of  the  year  (1842),  he  astonishes  Ber- 
lin by  playing  Thalberg,  Henselt,  Liszt,  Jlendelssohn, 
Mozart  (the  Gigue  ganz  correct  in  the  swiftest  tempo), 
the  Cltromatische  Fanlasie  of  Bach,  and  Beethoven's 
Sonata  Palkelique,  and  other  pieces  of  the  classical  and 
the  difficult  schools,  in  a  series  of  concerts  at  Tihich  the 
audiences  continually  increased  in  numbers  and  interest. 
He  visited  Weimar,  Breslau,  Prague,  and  perhaps  other 
places,  and  ever  with  similar  resnltsv    Beturning  to  Mos- 
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cow,  to  his  parents,  he  gave  a  concert  or  two  there ;  but 
unfortunately  for  him,  Liszt's  huge,  overshadowing  figure 
came  between  him  and  the  public. 

The  pendulum  swings  now  in  the  other  direction. 
Antoine  Rubinstein  and  a  younger  brother  visit  Berlin 
together,  two  years  later,,  and  call  out  from  one  corres- 
pondent the  remark  that  they  are — skilful  pianists! 
And  the  next  winter  we  read:  "The  wonder-child  An- 
ton Rubinstein  has  grown  up  into  the  mediocre  Russian 
pianist,  Herr  Rubinstein."  That  this  was  doing  Rubin- 
stein justice,  I  cannot  believe;  still  there  may  have 
been  expectations  excited  by  the  child's  plaj'ing,  which 
the  youth  could  not  make  good.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  in  all  cases,  even  in  Mozart's,  there  is  a  period 
during  which  the  improvement  in  the  skill  of  a  performer 
does  not  keep  pace  with  the  change  in  his  person — that 
penod  wlien  one  is,  as  JIalvolio  says,  "  not  yet  old 
enough  for  a  man,  nor  young  enough  for  a  boy ;  as  a 
squash  is  before  it  is  a  peascod,  or  a  codling  before  it  is 
an  apple;"  and  that  in  this  period  we  expect  too  sudden 
a  change  and  improvement  of  that  which  was  wonderfal 
in  the  child  into  that  which  is  astonishing  in  the  man. 

Whether  justice  was  done  to  the  young  man  on  this 
tour  or  not,  he  was  soon  after  fixed  in  St.  Petersburg  by 
the  appointment  of  Kapellmeister  to  a  sister-in-law  of 
the  Emperor. 

The  first  I  heard  of  him  was  from  an  American  fam- 
ily who  had  long  been  in  the  Russian  Capital.  They 
spoke  of  this  young  Rubinstein  as  almost  superhuman 
in  his  mastery  of  the  piano-forte,  as  well  as  in  the  musi- 
'cal  ideas  to  which  he  gave  form  and  life  at  the  instru- 
ment. Miss  B.  spoke  of  his  firm,  collected  demeanor  in 
the  concert  room,  and,  as  we  happened  to  have  a  picture 
of  Beethoven  lying  on  the  table,  of  his  huge  head  of 
shaggy  hair. 

Not  long  after  my  friend  at  Leipzig  incidentally  men- 
tioned hhu  in  a  letter  to  me:  "Rubinstein,  the  Russian 
pianist,  and  the  same  man  who  brought  out  a  new  Sym- 
phony at  the  last  Gewandhaus  concert  but  one,  plays  on 
the  14th.  I  heard  him  at  K.'s  room  the  other  afternoon. 
Ho  is  a  wonderful  performer— prodigious!  and  a  very 
pleasant  fellow."  Not  long  after,  in  another  letter  was 
this  passage;  "I  wish  you  could  hear  this  Rubinstein 
play  the  piano.  He  is  the  most  wonderful  performer  / 
ever  heard,  and  my  opinion  is  derived  partly  from  the 
sayings  of  all  the  big  musicians  here.  He  has  played  at 
the  Gewandhaus  once,  and  last  evening  at  the  Quartette. 

* *  isn't  thought  of  beside  him.    His  compositions 

are  fine,  too.  I  think  he  is  destined  to  be  the  man  in  the 
musical  world!" 

About  ten  days  ago  I  was  at  my  task  in  the  library 
again — a  capital  place  to  see  musical  celebrities — when 
a  young  man  came  in,  who,  I  was  sure  at  the  first 
glance,  must  be  Rubinstein.  Nor  was  I  mistaken.  "  Ex- 
cuse me  a  moment,  Herr  Rubinstein,"  said  the  Professor. 
At  the  time,  I  was  using  up  the  remnant  of  brain  left,  in 
the  attempt  to  decipher  and  copy  something  in  Beetho- 
ven's own  hand,  scrawled  with  a  lead  pencil  into  his 
conversation  book,  in  the  midst  of  several  pages  of 
dinner-table  talk  at  a  tavern.  It  was  the  original  first 
idea  of  the  El  vitam  venCuri,  in  his  great  Second  Mass! 
I  shoiyed  it  to  Rubinstein,  and  this  led  to  some  conver- 
sation between  us,  until  the  Professor  was  disengaged. 
Without  looking  like  Beethoven,  as  he  is  represented  in 
our  portraits,  there  is  still,  in  characteristic  traits,  a  resem- 
blance which  struck  me  at  once,  especially  when  com- 
pared with  pictures  of  the  great  master  taken  when  he 
first  went  to  Vienna.  Such  are  the  very  broad,  but  not 
very  high  forehead;  the  full,  dreamy  eyes;  even  the 
rather  ill-formed,  flattish  nose;  the  stiff  mass  of  hair,  all 
on  end,  and  the  dark  complexion.  His  first  concert  I 
did  dot  attend,  but  the  notices  of  it  have  raised  my  curi- 
osity to  the  highest  pitch.    Is  he  the  coming  man? 

Friday  morning  I  was  with  him  for  a  time  and  was 
most  favorably  impressed.  Some  facts  about  himself 
and  his  music,  I  may,  without  impropriety,  record  here. 
During  the  last  half  dozen  years  that  he  has  been  Kapell- 
meister of  the  Archduchess  Helene,  besides  a  great  vari- 
ety of  Sonatas,  songs,  etc.,  and  all  kinds  of  compositions 
for  the  piano-forte,  he  has  written :  2  Piano-forte  Trios, 
3  Quartets  for  stringed  instruments,  4  Russian  Operas, 
and  4  Symphonies.  Among  his  piano-forte  works  is  one 
which  is  now  passing  through  the  press;  an  "Album  of 
24  portraits  " — that  is,  his  ideas  of  the  characters  of  cer- 
tain individuals,  expressed   in  music.    This  reminded 


me  of  the  characters  which  Smith,  the  blind  music 
teacher,  now  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  used  in  this  way  to 
paint,  when  he  w,as  in  College.  I  spoke  of  it,  much  to 
Jlr.  R.'s  amusement.  In  explanation  of  his  Symphony 
— which  I  am  sorry  not  to  liave  heard — he  gave  the  fol- 
lowing programme:  First  movement.  Ocean,  a  Tone- 
picture;  Second,  Man's  soul,  grand  and  vast — an  ocean; 
Third,  Scherzo,  the  Festival  of  Neptune;  Fourth,  Ocean, 
conquered,  and  reduced  to  the  service  of  man. 

Grand,  is  it  not"? 

He  is  now  studying  upon  a  fifth  Symphony,  in  which 
he  has  struck  precisely  the  same  idea  as  Liszt,  save  in 
the  last  movement.  Should  this  work  really  prove  suc- 
cessful, it  will  form  some  such  an  era  as  Beethoven's 
Eroica — if  not,  as  I  told  him,  ha  will  be  like  Icarus — 
who  died  attempting  great  things.  Of  this  work  the 
First  movement  is  Faust;  Second,  Gretchen;  Third, 
Mephistopheles ;  Fourth,  Fantasy  and  tlie  Poet. 

While  in  Leipzig,  a  text  for  an  Oratorio,  founded  upon 
"Paradise  Lost,"  and  written  by  ScHLiisBACH,  was  en^ 
trusted  him  for  composition.  Certainly  a  most  sublime 
subject — especially  for  a  young  composer  of  twenty-five 
years ! 
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BOSTON,  MARCH  31,  1855. 

END  OP  THE  VOLUME.— The  present  number  closes  our 
third  year.  Our  Journal  "  still  lives,"  and  bids  fair  to  live 
more  vitally  and  largely  than  it  has  done  yet.  Our  subscrip- 
tion list  has  always  kept  increasing,  but  at  far  too  slow  a  rate. 
It  pays  us  something,  but  it  costs  us  more  than  it  should  do 
to  earn  that  something.  We  are  sure  that  with  twice  as  much 
support,  we  could  give  four  times  as  good  in  return,  more 
easily  than  we  now  contrive  to  give  what  we  do.  Now  that  we 
enter  upon  a  new  volume,  {and  with  some  improvements  as  we 
trust,  in  form  and  matter,)  why  will  not  each  faithful  sub- 
scriber send  us  one  new  name,  and  so  enable  us  to  enlist 
such  aid  from  others,  and  save  such  time  of  our  own  from 
business  drudgery  to  editorial  thought,  as  shall  bring  our 
Journal  nearer  to  our  notion  of  what  a  Journal  of  Music 
should  be  ? 

O^  It  grieves  us  to  add  that  we  are  still  jninits  a  large  per- 
centage of  our  just  dues  from  subscribers  and  advertisers  for 
the  two  years  past.  Were  all  paid  up,  we  should  be  tolerably 
well  off.  But  it  is  really  unreasonable,  if  not  worse,  to  keep 
us  at  the  trouble  of  sending  bill  after  bill  across  the  country, 
writing  letters  and  paying  postage,  to  secure  the  paltry  @2,00 
sums  which  are  our  Journal's  staff  of  life,  and  which  are  pro- 
perly our  due  beforehand. 

BOUND  VOLUMES  of  the  past  three  years  will  soon  be 
ready  for  purchasers . 

PARTICULAR  REQUEST.— Our  supply  of  No.  4,  Vol.  V. 
has  nearly  run  out.  Any  of  our  friends  who  do  not  file  their 
Journals,  and  who  can  send  us  that  number,  will  confer  a  very 
great  favor. 

AH  who  do  not  expressly  notify  us  of  their  wish  to  stop  the 
Journal  at  the  expiration  of  their  term,  will  still  continue  to 
receive  it,  and  be  counted  as  subcribers  for  another  year. 

[C7^  No  SODSCRH'TION  RECEIVED  FOR  A  SHORTER  PERIOD  THAN 
SIS  MONTHS  ;  AND  NONE  FOB  LESS  THAN  A  YEAR,  ONLESS  PAID  IN 
ADVANCE. 

Mendelssolin  Qnintette  Clab. 
The  Annual  Benefit  Concert  on  Tuesday  eve- 
ning attracted  a  #ne  audience  to  the  Messrs. 
Chickering's  Saloon,  and  was  altogether  one  of 
the  most  choice  and  satisfactory  of  the  many 
fine  Chamber  Concerts  we  have  had  this  winter. 
The  programme  would  have  been  considered 
really  an  audacious  one  a  few  years  since,  but  we 
are  sure  it  was  thankfully  appreciated  now.  It 
opened  with  that  most  original,  imaginative,  im- 
passioned, learned,  curious  and  effective  Quartet 
of  Beethoven  in  C,  op.  59,  the  last  of  the 
Rasumowsky  set,  which  has  been  played  in  these 
concerts  once  before  this  winter,  and  which,  elabo- 
rate and  complicated  and  difficult  as  it  is,  came 
out  quite  clear  in  all  its  movements,  not  except- 
ing the  long  and  flowery-themed  fugue  of  the 
finale,  and  seemed  to  hold  the  audience  enchained 


and  delighted.  The  composition  is  full  of  the 
wayward  impetuosity  and  mystical  dreaminess  so 
often  charged  upon  this  master,  but  with  a  genu- 
ineness and  depth  of  in.spiration,  a  prevailing 
certainty  of  purpose,  and  strong  grasp  of  means, 
whereby  it  justifies  itself  throughout.  To  speak 
more  minutely  of  the  execution,  we  may  remark 
that  the  Allegro  Vivace,  which  lays  its  finger 
down  so  positively  and  starts  off  with  such  clear 
alacrity  after  the  dreamy,  doubtful,  hesitating 
modulations  of  the  Introduction,  was  played  with 
energy  and  fire  enough  as  a  whole,  but  that  the 
first  violin  in  attacking  some  of  those  very  ardu- 
ous heights  did  sometimes  swerve  a  little  from 
true  pitch, — a  fault  of  late  comparatively  rare  in 
the  Quintette  Club.  The  Andante  con  moto,  a 
sort  of  minor  romance  in  6-8  Siciliano  rhythm, 
and  seeming  almost  to  anticipate  the  vein  of 
Mendelssohn,  was  very  exquisitely  rendered,  and 
we  must  note  especially  the  feeling  manner  in 
which  the  violoncello  sang  or  hummed  its  cease- 
less melody,  in  melancholy  undertone  like  the 
sea  accompanying  sad  thoughts.  The  Minuetto 
was  quite  clear,  and  so  (considering  its  difficulty) 
was  the  very  delicate  and  complicated  arabesque 
of  the  fugue  finale,  only  that  the  viola  was  hardly 
deft  enough  for  the  graceful  leading  off  of  so 
lively  and  fantastic  a  theme. 

Next  came  the  novelty  of  the  evening  in  the 
first  appearance  of  Mr.  Gustav  Satter,  the 
pianist,  of  whom  our  New  York  Correspondents 
had  already  reported  so  highly.  He  played  the 
Sonata  in  B  flat,  op.  45,  by  Mendelssohn,  for 
piano  and  violoncello  (Wulf  Fries.)  He  is  a 
fresh,  youthful-looking  person,  with  an  air  of 
decision  and  at  the  same  time  a  good-humored 
Austrian  bonhommie  about  him,  which  reminded 
one  somewhat  of  Jaell,  and  there  was  felt  at 
once  a  freshness  in  bis  touch  and  style  of  playing 
that  was  most  agreeable.  In  all  the  mechanical 
requisites  of  a  pianist,  we  doubt  if  we  have  had 
his  superior,  we  might  almost  say,  his  equal.  In 
point  of  strength,  delicacy,  Kquid  connection  of 
the  notes,  or  crisp  staccato,  expressive  cantabile 
or  brilliant  bravura,  and  generally  in  easy,  grace- 
ful mastery  of  all  sorts  of  difficulties,  he  was  all 
that  one  could  wish.  And  with  these  aids  he 
entered  into  the  style  and  spirit  of  the  piece, 
and  brought  out  its  meaning  very  satisfactorily. 
AVe  need  not  add  that  he  was  ably  seconded. 
The  audience  were  charmed  and  of  course  re- 
called the  young  artist  with  great  warmth,  who 
thereupon  gave  us  one  of  the  newly  written  fan- 
tasias of  Liszt,  not  of  the  Norma  and  Lucia  sort, 
but  upon  the  "  Wedding  March"  of  Mendels- 
sohn, which  he  has  worked  up  with  marvellous 
power,  alternating  and  mingling  with  it  various 
snatches  of  that  aerial  fairy  treiUolo  in  the  over- 
ture (Midsummer  Night's  Dream.)  It  was  a  piece 
of  astonishing  difficulty,  and  Mr.  Salter's  execu- 
tion of  it  perhaps  went  beyond  any  feat  of  vir- 
tuosity which  we  remember.  Certainly  we  never 
heard  such  an  orchestral  volume  of  tone  rolled 
out  from  the  piano,  (the  last  and  finest  of  the 
Chickering  Grands.)  But  it  is  most  to  his  credit, 
that,  while  he  can  do  these  things,  he  prefers  to 
make  them  exceptional,  and  to  deal  more  in  music 
which  appeals  to  us  as  music  in  the  higher  sense 
of  Art. 

Part  II.  opened  with  the  Larghetto  to  that 
Quintet  in  A,  by  Mozart,  op.  108,  in  which  Mr. 
Ryan  sustains  so  beautiful  a  clarinet  part,  and 
very  artistically  he  did  it.    Next  came  a  concert 
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aria  by  Mozart,  Mentre  ii  lascio,  0  Jiglia,  entirely 
new,  we  think,  to  Boston  audiences.  Mr.  Weth- 
eRbeb  sang  it  with  judgment  and  expression, 
and  that  finished  style  of  %'ocalism  into  which  he 
has  disciplined  his  rich  bass  voice.  But  the  song 
in  itself  seemed  almost  too  intensely  dramatic  for 
the  Chamber,  and  between  the  passionate  re- 
quirements of  the  song  itself  and  the  quiet  tone 
of  the  place,  the  position  of  the  singer  could  not, 
we  fancied,  be  entirely  unembarrassing. 

Finally  the  grand  B  flat  Trio  of  Beethoven, 
brought  the  concert  to  a  noble  close.  In  this 
again  Mr.  Satter  appeared  to  very  great  advan- 
tage, and  played  it  perhaps  more  effectively  than 
it  has  ever  been  played  here  in  public,  although 
with  less  poetical  inspiration  than  Dresel,  and 
in  parts  (as  the  Andante)  with  hardly  the  firmness, 
breadth  and  literal  exactness  of  Jaell.  The 
Scherzo  and  Finale  pleased  us  most,  and  it  is  in 
these  buoyant,  brilliant,  rapid  movements  that  we 
thus  far  seem  to  feel  most  of  this  player's  peculiar 
power.  Yet,  taking  it  all  in  all,  it  was  a  remark- 
able, a  superb  performance,  and  went  far  to 
deepen  the  impression  of  this  noblest  of  piano- 
forte Trios.  The  brothers  Fries  conspired 
warmly  and  effectually  on  their  part. 

So  ended  altogether  the  most  satisfactory  sea- 
son thus  far  of  the  Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club ; 
a  season  to  be  remembered  for  the  remarkable 
amount  of  first-rate  music  which  it  has  interpre- 
ted to  us,  for  the  greatly  improved  skill  and  more 
sympathetic  unity  of  the  interpreters,  and  for  the 
unfeigned  interest  with  which  they  have  been 
continually  listened  to  by  so  large  audiences. 


Johanna  Wagner. 

While  the  grand  impersonations  of  the  Grisi 
are  still  fresh  in  our  minds,  it  is  interestint^  to 
hear  what  is  intelligently  said  of  the  young  Ger- 
man aspirant  to  the  same  high  throne  of  lyric 
tragedy.  We  English  the  words  of  a  writer  in 
that  excellent  German  Monthly,  Meyer's  Monats- 
hefte,  published  in  New  York. 

"  The  only  tragic  actress,  whom  Berlin  now 
possesses,  is  a  singer — Johanxa  Wagner.  Of 
Juno-like  form,  with  a  mouth  sternly  closed,  as  if 
chiselled  in  marble,  she  has  thrown  aside  entirely 
her  former  girlishness,  of  Dresden  memory,  and 
followed  the  pathos  of  Rachel,  of  Schrceder- 
Devrient.  You  no  longer  detect  any  love- 
signs  with  eye  or  hand,  but  see  only  majesty  in 
every  feature.  When,  as  Lucrezia  Borgia,  she 
demands  of  her  husband  the  punishment  of  him 
who  has  dared  to  insult  her  name,  it  is  as  if  a 
thunder-cloud  sat  upon  her  brow ;  all  her  move- 
ments are  noble  and  measured ;  no  empress  wears 
her  mantle  more  proudly — it  is  only  from  the 
pale  face  that  the  demoniac  fire  of  vengeance 
gleams  forth. 

"  There  is  an  elective  affinity  between  Johanna 
Wagner  and  Rachel ;  both  should  never  appear 
but  in  white  robes,  with  the  golden  circlet  around 
their  brows ;  they  are  plastic  figures.  Like  their 
exterior,  so  their  nature ;  it  is  their  vocation  to 
represent  great,  consuming  passions,  the  end  of 
heroines.  But  while,  over  the  thin,  worn-out 
features  of  Rachel,  flash  the  incessant  lightnings 
of  hatred,  revenge,  and  jealousy,  Johanna  Wag- 
ner's voice  possesses  a  heart-enthralling  power, 
a  sweetness  and  wildness  like  that  of  the  syren, 
and  yet  it  can  be  overpoweringly  wrathful,  when, 
as  the  voice  of  Oiympia,  it  sounds  forth  its: 
";Cassander !  ye  eternal  Gods  I"     But  the  horror- 


inspiring  expression  of  Rachel  as  Hermione  or 
Camilla,  which,  neither  beautiful  nor  repulsive, 
can  only  be  compared  to  the  appearance  of  the 
Eumenides,  of  whom  ancient  lore  speaks  so 
strangel}'  —  this  expression  is  less  peculiar  to 
Johmna  Wagner.  But  instead  the  Muses  have 
endowed  her  with  a  nobleness  and  chasteness  of 
exterior,  that  gives  her  a  resemblance  to  the 
'arrow-loving  goddess,  who,  in  her  virgin  pride 
wandered  with  fleet  foot  through  the  vales  of 
Parnassus,  while  from  its  heights  resounded  the 
lyre  of  her  brother.'  And,  when,  as  Orpheus, 
with  her  white  mantle  wound  around  her  arm, 
she  stands  by  the  tomb  of  Eurydice ;  when,  sure 
of  victory,  clasping  her  golden  lyre,  she  faces  the 
furies  at  the  dark  glowing  gates  of  Tartarus — 
then  it  seems  as  if,  with  the  tones  of  her  voice, 
there  were  rising  up  temples  and  palaces,  the  sa- 
cred heights,  the  god-frequented  valleys.  Aphro- 
dite, Helen,  Hector  and  Achilles,  all  the  beloved 
shades — and  on  the  waves  of  Iter  song  we  descend 
to  Lethe,  ascend  to  Olympus. 

"  If  ever  the  music  of  Gluck  has  been  ren- 
dered in  a  manner  worthy  of  its  master,  it  is  so, 
here ;  from  these  melodies  breathes  the  deepest 
woe,  comes  forth  the  fragrance  of  the  most  bliss- 
ful love ;  and  all  this  wafted  round  by  that  classic 
calm  and  mildness,  which,  in  its  purity  and  clear- 
ness resembles  the  sky  whose  eternal  blue  spreads 
over  Hellas,  the  azure  sea  that  plays  around  its 
cliffs.  Next  me  in  the  theatre  sat  one  of  our  old 
professors,  with  his  broad-brimmed  hat  and  im- 
mense shoe-buckles.  Fifty  years  before,  he  told 
me,  he  had  heard  "  Orpheus ;"  and  when  Wag- 
ner sang  "  What  now  is  life  to  me  ?"  the  tears 
came  into  his  eyes,  and  he  pressed  my  hand  in 
deep  emotion. 

"  Johanna  Wagner's  voice  has  not  the  inexhaust- 
ible fulness  and  power  of  that  of  Jenny  Ney 
in  Dresden.  The  Berlin  critics,  who  hate  every- 
thing great,  and  harmonious,  and  try  their  best 
to  destroy  it  with  their  malicious  wit,  had  conse- 
quently found  an  admirable  occasion,  a  few  weeks 
ago,  at  a  representation  of  Fidelia,  to  point  their 
shafts  at  this  artist,  also,  as  if  it  were  not  the  very 
greatest  art  to  produce  such  soul-stirring  effects 
even  with  impaired  powers.  Johanna  Wagner's 
voice  is  broken  ;  she  fails  in  the  high  notes — but 
her  sublimely  tragic  appearance  and  manner, 
which  at  times  touches  upon  the  austere,  as  when 
she  sings  the  "  Erl-king  " — will  ever  throw  around 
this  weakness  the  imperial  mantle  of  Art,  and 
perhaps,  indeed,  this  consciousness  of  sinking 
gives  her  a  still  higher  charm,  as  if  there  dwelt 
within  her  something  of  the  dying  swan. 

"  I  will  only  add  that  Johanna  Wagner  has 
reached  her  present  height  bv  the  thorny  path  by 
which  alone  most  women  arrive  at  true  greatness, 
an  unhappy,  but  pure  and  noble  love." 

M.  s.  R. 


SiGNOR  CoRELLi  AND  HIS  PupiLS. — No  one 
has  ever  labored  more  devotedl}-  or  more  success- 
fully in  our  city  in  the  training  of  young  voices 
to  sing  in  the  true  Italian  style,  than  Sig.  Corelli, 
who  for  five  years  past  has  had  hosts  of  scholars 
and  has  given  quite  a  remarkable  impulse  to  the 
Art  in  our  most  cultivated  private  circles.  Some 
of  our  best  professional  singers,  too,  are  largely 
indebted  to  his  invaluable  lessons.  It  was  but 
natural,  that,  numbering  so  many  finely  flavored 
voices,  ripening  so  auspiciously,  among  his  pupils, 
the  teacher  should  wish  their  families  and  friends 


to  meet  and  taste  for  onee  the  combined  fruits  of 
their  training.  A  first  very  delightful  oppor- 
tunity of  this  kind  was  offered  in  a  Soiree  in 
Chlckering's  rooms  last  year,  one  of  the  pleasant- 
est  musical  parties  in  our  recollection.  We  did 
not  feel  free  at  that  time  to  journalize  upon 
what  was  simply  social  and  private.  On  Friday 
evening  of  last  week  the  experiment  was  re^ 
peated  on  a  somewhat  larger  scale,  with  the 
rooms  really  crammed  with  gnests,  and  as  the 
newspapers  have  not  kept  silent,  we  too  may  re- 
cord our  pleasure  briefly. 

It  was,  save  one  or  two  interventions  of  a 
single  bass  and  tenor,  entirely  a  concert  of  young 
ladies.  Nearly  sixty  of  the  present  and  past 
pupils  of  Sig.  Corelli  took  part,  includinf  four 
who  officiated  very  ably  as  accompanists  at  the 
piano.  The  programme  was  only  too  long,  but  it 
contained  twenty  of  the  choicest  pieces  of  Italian 
music,  many  of  them  such  as  have  taxed  the 
powers  of  the  world's  greatest  cantatrici.  And 
we  think  there  was  general  surprise  and  delight 
at  the  average  beauty  and  culture  of  the  voices, 
at  the  transcendent  sweetness,  richness  and  sym- 
pathetic quality  of  at  least  half  a  dozen  of  them, 
and  at  the  unmisfakeable  evidence  they  gave  that 
they  could  sing. 

It  was  a  rare  joy  Indeed,  something  which  one 
never  experiences  In  public  opera,  oratorio  or 
concert,  to  hear  a  female  chorus  of  such  sweet, 
refined,  sympathetic  voices.  The  choruses  from 
the  Favorita,  and  the  Giuramenio,  and  the  Elisir 
d' Amove,  never  sounded  so  sweetly  as  from  these 
fifty  fresh  young  soprani  and  contraltl.  Espe- 
cially interesting  were  the  three  pieces :  '  Faith,' 
'  Hope,'  and  '  Charity,'  by  Rossini,  sung  by  a 
select  chorus  of  soprani  in  three  parts  ^  the  latter, 
with  solo  besides,  and  truly  a  noble  piece,  which 
we  have  long  wondered  that  we  never  bear  In 
concerts. 

Of  the  solos  there  were  at  least  half  a  dozen 
which  would  compare  favorably  with  some  of  the 
much  admired  efforts  on  our  operatic  stage.  In 
execution,  artistic  style,  expression,  verve,  as  well 
as  in  the  rare  power  and  beauty  of  the  voices, 
each  so  Individual  In  Its  timbre.  These  were 
such  pieces  as  0  mio  Fernando ;  Una  voce  poco 
fa ;  the  contralto  cavatlna  (with  chorus)  from 
11  Giuramenio ;  a  very  dramatic,  recitative  duo 
from  Anna  Bolena;  Qui  la  voce  ;  Ah,  non  credea. 
And  shall  we  go  on  and  mention  the  Come  e  bello, 
the  Bell  raggio  (with  chorus)  horn  Semiramide ; 
tne  Quis  est  homo  duet;  the  duet  from  Giura- 
menio;  the  German  duet  by  Kiicken,  &c.  i— all 
highly  creditable,  even  remarkable  performances, 
for  such  young  amateurs.  We  may  not  mention 
the  names  of  the  fair  singers,  as  they  do  not  be- 
long to  the  public.  Yet  we  may  except  two 
bright  instances,  as  being  at  least  partially  pro- 
fessional. 

Miss  Louise  Hensler,  the  very  youthful 
sister  of  Elise,  now  in  Italy,  by  her  lark-liko 
cadenza  in  the  opening  chorus,  by  her  trulj'  fin- 
ished and  felicitous  execution  of  such  ditBcult 
pieces  as  Una  voce  and  Quis  est  homo,  and  by  the 
fresh.  Spring-like  charm  of  her  voice  and  manner, 
quite  electrified  the  house.  And  Mrs.  Long 
sang  Qui  la  voce  with  a  purity  of  voice,  and  a 
sustained  elegance  and  truth  of  style  and  feeling, 
which  charmed  even  after  the  very  great  artists 
who  have  sung  it  here  and  doubtless  been  her 
models.  It  was  only  in  those  very  trying  chro- 
matic scales  at  the  end,  that  the  piece  seemed  at 
all  to  transcend  her  powers.  It  certainly-  was  by 
far  the  finest  effort  we  have  yet  witnessed  from 
this  lady. — And  so  thanks  and  continued  progress 
to  Corelli  and  his  interesting  pupils  I 
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From  WE'W  YOKK. 

March  28th. — Eisfeld's  5th  Quartet  Soiree  took 
place  last  evening.  AH  present  regretted  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  Eisfeld,  who  is  recovering,  tliough 
slowly,  from  a  very  severe  illness.  The  concert  was 
opened  with  four  part5  (the  Allegro,  Adagio,  Scherzo, 
and  Finale)  of  Beethoven's  Septuor.  The  render- 
ing of  the  Adagio — one  of  the  most  beautiful  that 
the  Master  ever  wrote — was  very  fine.  The  other 
parts  were  marred  by  that  unfortunate  violin  of 
which  I  have'already  had  repeated  occasion  to  com- 
plain. The  fault  lies  partly  in  the  instrument, 
which  has  a  harsh  tone,  bat  far  more  in  the  strong 
tendency  of  the  performer  to  play  flat. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip  Mater  sang  a  couple  of 
duets — one  from  Mehul's  "Joseph  in  Egypt,"  beau- 
tiful, touching,  tender  music,  in  winch  the  really  fine 
voice  of  Mr.  Mayer  sliows  to  fine  advantage.  Less 
so  the  lady's  (formerly  Miss  Kosa  Jacques)  whose 
organ  lias  not  improved  within  the  last  year  or  two. 
It  was  tetter  suited  to  the  Barcarole  of  Aet,  a  joy- 
ous, rollicking  composition,  which  pleased  the  audi- 
ence enough  to  be  encored. 

The  remaining  numbers  were,  Beethoven's  B  flat 
Trio,  played  by  Mr.  William  Mason,  and  a  selec- 
tion of  smaller  pieces  from  the  hands  of  the  same 
gentleman.  As  regards  the  Trio,  I  rather  think  you 
were  better  off  who  heard  it  played,  last  night  too, 
by  Mr.  Satter.  The  fact  is,  he  has  spoiled  us  for  any- 
thing else;  and  though  Mr.  Mason,  in  his  way,  does 
very  well  indeed,  yet  there  is  still  a  wide  difference. 
The  styles  of  the  two  are  so  entirely  unlike,  that 
they  can  hardly  be  compared  :  while  Mr.  Satter's  is 
crisp,  nei'vous,  and  energetic,  I  can  characterize  Mr. 
Mason's  playing  in  no  other  way  than  by  the  term 
loose ;  the  former  seems  as  if  built  upon  a  strong, 
iron  frame,  wTiich  will  withstand  any  shock ;  the 
latter  rests,  as  it  were,  on  a  scaffolding  of  pasteboard 
or  the  filte,  likely  to  fall  to  pieces  at  any  moment. 

You  miist  not  suppose  that  I  do  not  acknowledge 
the  many  excellences  in  Mr.  Mason's  playing.  His 
rendering  of  delicate  passages,  his  pianissimo,  are 
faultless ;  he  masters  great  mechanical  difliculties, 
and  plays  with  mnch  expression,  as  in  the  theme  of 
the  Andante ;  but,  as  in  the  latter  parts  of  the  same 
movement,  his  articnlation  is  often  indistinct,  and  a 
strong  tendency  to  a  tempo  rubato,  and  to  too  rapid 
playing  is  sometimes  annoying.  The  latter  was  ob- 
servable, more  than  I  ever  heard  it  before,  in  the 
triplet  portion  of  the  "Impromptu"  of  Chopin.  It 
was  rendered  a  mass  of  confused  sounds.  Nor  did 
the  middle  part,  with  its  deep,  mysterious  melody, 
come  oat  as  broadly  and  purely  as  on  former  occa- 
sions. A  Suite  by  Handel,  consisting  of  Prelude, 
Fugue,  AUemande,  Courante,  and  Gi<jue,  pleased  me 
best  of  all  Mr.  Masoii's  performances.  It  was  played 
distinctly,  and,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  with  the  true 
spirit.  Pens^es  Fugitives,  a  pleasing,  delicate  compo- 
sition by  Mr.  Mason  himself,  with  a  quite  original 
theme,  eometking  in  the  style  of  Gade,  concluded 
the  performances,  which,  on  the  whole,  seemed  to 
have  given  satisfaction.  Bornonis. 

Maech2S. — Last  Wednesday  Xucreria  was  given 
at  the  Academy.  Even  with  Grisi  and  Makio's 
notes  still  ringing  in  my  ears,  I  was  very  much 
pleased.  For  Steffanone,  althougli  she  does 
often  sing  false  and  seemed  to  be  afl^ected  by  a 
cold,  still  has  a  fine  voice,  and  Brignoli,  although 
the  opposite  of  Mario  in  looks,  makes  a  very  plea- 
sant impression.  The  audience  was  very  good  for 
the  Academy.  On  Friday,  Maria  di  Rohan  was 
given,  but  how, — as  I  was  not  present, — I  cannot 
say.  This  closed  the  first  twelve  subscription 
nights.  On  Monday  there  was  no  performance  on 
account  of  the  brilliant  Light  Guard  ball,  and  to- 
night, as  the  first  of  the  new  season,   Maria  is  to 


be  repeated.  The  noted  Chevalier  Wyckoff,  (of 
Miss  Gamble  and  Sardinian  prison  celebrity)  is 
now  the  manager  under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

I  have  been  at  Niblo's  pretty  often  to  witness  tra- 
gedy and  connedy,  operatic  and  equestrian  perfor- 
mances, college  commencements,  historical  ad- 
dresses, concerts,  and  innumerable  other  things, 
but  never  did  I  see  a  fuller  house  than  there  was 
last  Thursday  evening  on  occasion  of  the  perfor- 
mance of  Der  Freischutz,  and  the  debut  of  Miss 
Lehmann  in  opera  in  America.  No  less  than  five  or 
six  hundred  unfortunate  bipeds  stood  during  the 
three  hours  of  performance.  As  a  whole  it  was 
well  given.  The  orchestra  played  finely,  although 
sometimes,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  a  little  too  slow. 
Mr.  Quint  (Max)  had  a  very  bad  cold,  which 
spoiled  his  singing  entirely.  Vincke  did  much 
better  in  Caspar  than  I  had  expected,  yet  there 
was  room  for  great  improvement.  Mme.  Sieden- 
BUKG  did  excellently  as  Annchen.  A  soubrette 
part  becomes  her  much  better  than  such  an  one  as 
Lady  Harriet  in  Martha.  The  ariette  in  the  sec- 
ond act,  "  Komvtt  ein  schlanker  Bursch  gegangen," 
was  given  very  prettily,  and  she  filled  her  place 
in  the  preceding  duet  in  a  naive  and  pleasant  man- 
ner. One  thing  however  I  must  find  fault  with  ; 
it  is  the  practice  of  singing  too  much  at  the  audi- 
ence. 

And  now  for  Caroline  Lehmann.  I  do  not  ex- 
actly know  how  to  begin  about  her.  Her  singing 
was  superb,  fyou  know  that,)  and  her  acting  in  all 
her  arias  was  very  good.  But  in  the  other  parts 
she  did  not  seem  to  feel  at  home  on  the  stage  and 
was  rather  constrained.  Besides  this,  she  was  not 
dressed  tastefully,  a  very  common  fault  with  her. 
But  all  this  was  lost  sight  of  in  her  glorious  sing- 
ing. How  beautifully  she  gave  us  :  "  Wie  nahte 
Ttiir  der  Schlummer^''^  I  need  not  tell  you,  you  have 
heard  her.  And  on  the  whole  I  wish  for  no  better 
Agatha. 

The  minor  parts  were  all  well  sustained.  Mr. 
ScHETTERER  as  KiHan,  Reichaed  as  Ottocar,  etc., 
etc.,  did  well.  Choruses  generally  ditto.  After 
the  second  and  last  acts,  the  principal  performers 
were  called  out,  and  Miss  Lehmann  received 
quantities  of  bouquets. 

The  scenery  and  machinery  in  the  "  Wolf- 
schlucht"  scene  was  miserable.  But  this  is  not  the 
fault  of  the  opera  troupe,  but  of  Niblo's  theatre. 


Musical  Intelligence. 

Local. 

Mr.  Satter's  Concert. — We  hope  no  true  music- 
lover  will  fail  to  be  at  Cliickerings'  .rooms  on  Monday 
evening.  The  programme  as  \yell  as  the  playing  of  tliis 
pianist  will  be  remarkable.  He  will  play  the  Sonata 
>4^7)assi07!atoof  Beethoven,  never  before  played  here  in 
public,  and  one  of  the  most  fiery  and  truly  Beethovenish ; 
a  Ballade  of  Chopin;  a  couple  of  dainty  Minuets  from 
Mozart  and  Beethoven ;  a  Trio  of  Schubert,  with  the 
Quintette  Club;  and  for  modern  brilliancies  the  tran- 
scription of  "  Midsummer  Night's  Dream"  byLizsr;  a 
fantastical  .affair  by  Schusiann,  called  a  "  Carnival," 
consisting  of  twenty  little  pieces,  in  the  way  of  charac- 
ter sketches  of  composers ;  and  an  arrangement  of  his 
own  on  the  March  from  the  Prophete. 

The  Flower  Queen. — We  commend  the  repetition 
on  Fast  Day  evening  of  this  pretty  Children's  Cantata. 
Mr.  Clarke  himself  will  sustain  the  part  of  the  Re- 
cluse this  time,  and  the  little  flower  spirits  who  sing  him 
back  to  human  sympathies,  have  been  newly  drilled  in 
chorus  and  solo,  and  the  defects  of  the  first  performance 
carefully  corrected. 

The  Beethoven  Statue. — We  find  the  following 
in  some  Vienna  correspondence  of  the  Atlas: 

The  Royal  foundry  of  Munich,  the  28th  of  February, 
cast  successfully  in  bronze  the  colossal  statue  of  Beet- 
hoven, modelled  by  Mr.  Crawford  after  the  one  which  ex- 
ists at  Bonn,  Beethoven's  birth-place,  for  Boston.  It  has 
been  temporarily  placed  in  the  Odeon  of  Munich  ;  a  great 
concert,  to  be  composed  of  the  works  of  Beethoven, 
which  have  never  been  executed  at  Munich,  was  to  be 
given  the  2d  of  March ;  its  proceeds  were  to  be  given  to 
the  poor. 

We  trust  another  season  will  see  this  statue  fitly  inau- 
gurated in  its  place  of  destination,  our  noble  Music  Hall. 
Bnt  is  it  modelled  after  the  one  in  Bonn  7 


Jknnt  Lind  Goldschmidt. — The  London  Morning 
Advertiser  says  th.it  Jenny  Lind  has  entered  into  an  en- 
gagement to  revisit  England  in  her  professional  capacity. 
From  religious  scruples  she  has  determined  never  more 
to  appear  before  the  public  under  any  circumstances 
which  could  be  construed  into  giving  her  sanction  to 
theatrical  or  operatic  performances.  She  has  further 
resolved  that  all  her  future  exhibitions  before  the  public 
shall  partake  more  or  less,  of  the  character  of  sacred 
music;  and,  with  this  view,  she  has,  we  are  informed, 
stipulated  that  she  shall  sing  only  in  Exeter  Hall.  She 
is  expected  there  sometime  in  the  month  of  April.  Our 
readers  are  aware  that  Jenny  Lind  is  now  the  mother  of 
two  children. 

A  Rotterdam  correspondent  writes  :  "  Madame  GoLn- 
schbiidt  (Jenny  Lind)  and  her  husband  have  given  two 
or  three  Concerts  in  Amsterdam,  and  tomorrow  (Tues- 
day) evening  they  intend  giving  a  grand  Concert  at  the 
Hague.  Though  the  admission  to  their  Concerts  was 
more  than  twice  the  sum  generally  charged  for  first-class 
Concerts,  the  Concert-rooms  were  crowded.  Madame 
Goldschmidt  seems  to  have  lost  none  of  those  qualifi- 
cations which  gave  such  et-lnt  to  the  professional  perform- 
ances and  personal  kind-heartedness  of  Jenny  Lind. 
Her  audiences  know  no  bounds  to  their  enthusiasm. 


Etibetttsetntnts. 


MR.  GUSTAV  SATTER 

Has  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  public  that  hia  FIRST  CON- 
CER,T  in  Boston  will  be  given  at  the  Rooms  of  the  Messrs. 
Chickering,  (Masonic  Templb,)  on  MONDAY  EVENING, 
April  2d,  on  which  occasion  he  will  be  assisted  by  the 

MENDELSSOHN  QUINTETTE  CLUB. 
PROGRAMME. 

FART  I. 

1— Trio  iji  B  flat, .P.  Schubert. 

Messrs  Satter,  A.  &  W.  Fries. 

2— a,  Minuetto  from  6fh  Symphony, Mozart. 

6,  Minuetto  from  Sonata  in  B  flat, Beethoven. 

c,  Coronation  March  from  *  Le  Prophete,' Meyerbeer. 

Mr.  Satter. 

3 — Sonata  Appassioaata,  F  minor, Beethoven. 

Mr.  Satter.  # 

PART  n. 

1— Carneval  on  four  notes, R.  Schumann. 

2— Ballad  in  G  minor, Chopin. 

3— Transcription  of  '  Midsummer  Night's  Dream,' ^  Liszt. 

Ol^Concert  to  commence  at  1%  o'clock. 

[j;;7=*TicketB,  $1  each,  may  be  obtained  at  "the  asual  places 
and  "at  the  door. 

THE    FLOWER   QUEEN. 

Mr.   C.  H.   CLARKE   would  respectfully  announce 
that  the  second  and  last  performance  of  Root's  celebrated  Can- 
tata, THE  FLOWER  QUEEN,  by  his  Classes,  will  take  place 
at  the  BOSTON  MUSIC  HALL^  on  the  evening  of 
FAST    DAY,    April  5tli. 

Mr.  CtAEKE  will  (by  request)  sing  the  part  of  the  "  Recluse  " 
on  this  orcasion.  In  addition,  a  Select  Choir  of  Fifty  Ladies 
and  Gentlemen  have  kindly  consented  to  sing  two  Choruses 
from  the  most  popular  Operas.  Mr.  Clarke  will  also  introduce 
one  of  Koenig's  unrivalled  Solos  for  Comet  i  piston.  The 
whole  forming  one  of  the  most  attractive  musical  entertain- 
ments ever  offered  to  the  Boston  public. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Clarke  will  preside  at  the  Piano-Forte. 

Mr.  Charles  Barnard  (pupil  of  Mr.  Clarke)  will  preside  at 
the  Organ. 

[j:7=-SiDgIe  tickets  50  cents  ;  packages  of  eight,  S2,  for  sale 
at  the  principal  Hotels  and  Music  stores.  Single  tickets  may 
be  procured  at  the  door  on  the  evening  of  performance. 

[C?*Doors  open  at  Q%.  Commence  precisklt  at  7^  o'clock. 


THE  MUSICAL  EDUCATION  SOCIETY 

Will  give  their  last  Public  Performance  for  the  season  in  the 

TREMONT  TEMPLE,    .  ...t. 
On  the  Evening  of  Past  Day,  April  5tll. 

Choruses  by  the  Society,  from  favorite  Oratorios,  with  Solos 
and  Duets  by  some  of  our  best  resident  Amateurs. 
Admission  25 cents. 
For  particulars  see  daily  papers, 

JAMES  D.  KENT,  Sec'y. 

B.    I>.    ALLEN, 

TEACHER  OF  THE  PIANO-FORTE. 

Letters  directed  care  ef  Nathan  Richardson,  Esq.  282  Wash- 
ington Street. 
Referenceb  —Otto  Dresel,  E.  Hamilton,  1. 1.  Harwood,  Esqa. 

WANTED,  A  situation  as  Organist  in  Boston  or  vicinity, 
by  a  person  who  has  for  many  years  held  au<jii  a  situa- 
tion, and  had  charge  of  a  Choir. 
Inquire  of  Mr.  DvnoHT,  at  this  office.  v:>   '.  "-: 

TO  SCHOOIiS  AND  CHURCHES. A  German 
Lady,  of  good  musical  and  literary  accomplishments, 
defiires  a  situation  somewhere  in  the  Northern  States,  where 
she  may  teach  Muaic,  German,  &c.,  in  some  School  or  Acad- 
emy, and  also  sing  or  play  the  organ  in  a  Church.  She  can 
refer  to — 

Mrs.  Dr.  S.  G.  Howe,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Apthorp,  Georoe  P.  Reed, 
Esq.,  Messrs.  Chickerikq  &  Sons,  John  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 
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NEW   AESTHETIC    JOURNAL. 

THE  CRAYON, 
A  Weefcly  Paper  aevoted  to  ART,  offers  itself  to  the  attention 
bf  all  who  are  interested  in  the  elevating  and  refining  influ- 
ences of  Beauty.  Among  the  contributors  to  THE  CKATON 
alre<ady  are  Bryant,  Lowell,  Street,  Rembrandt  Peale,  A.  B. 
DoRAND,  Presidentof  the  N  itional  Academy  of  Design,  Daniel 
Hdntxngton,  Henry  K.  Brown,  aud  amongst  those  engaged 
are  Longfellow,  Bayard  Taylor,  Geo-  Wm  Curtis,  Rev.  H. 
W.  Beechee,  Rev.  Samoel  Osgood,  Kev.  H.  W.  Bellows,  Hon. 
Charles  Sumner,  and  others  of  our  most  eminent  writers.  A 
series  of  papers  by  Ruskin,  and  essays  left  by  the  eminent 
sculptor,  Horatio  Greenough,  add  to  the  interest  of  The 
Crayon. 

From  the  Christian  Inquirer. 

The  first  five  numbers  of  this  promising  (and  thus  far  per- 
forming) paper  are  now  out.  We  look  for  its  weekly  issue 
with  high  and  never  disappointed  expectation.  Its  leaders  are 
leaded  in  a  double  sense— weighty  with  thought  as  well  as 
with  typographical  distinctness.  They  carry  metal-  We  are 
much  impressed  with  the  serioueness  and  instructive  aim  of 
the  editorial  columns.  Manifestly  it  is  noc  to  tickle  the  ear 
or  plea?e  the  fancy,  but  to  enlighten  the  mind  and  improve 
the  taste,  that  the  leading  article  always  aims.  The  writer  has 
a  real,  well-considered,  distinct,  and  decisive  thought  to  con- 
vey to  his  readers'  minds,  and  he  goes  about  it  patiently,  un- 
ambitiously,  and  earnestly,  and  succeeds  not  in  winning  our 
admiration— a  poor  victory — but  in  leaving  us  wiser  than  he 
found  us. 

The  Crayon  has,  we  hope,  a  special  mission — to  purge  and 
soberize  the  style  of  our  journalizing,  as  well  as  the  taste  of 
our  people  in  general-  The  heated,  gaseous,  and  scintillating 
style  of  our  public  press  ia  becoming  intolerable.  The  Crayon 
uses  a  cool,  quiet  and  unobtrusive  style,  which  is  truly  re- 
freshing. 

From  the  Cincinnati  Gazette. 

We  have  already  strongly  recommended  Tde  Crayon,  and 
every  succeeding  number  proves  it  to  be  more  and  more  worthy 
of  all  we  have  said  in  its  praise.  No  journal,  devoted  to  Art, 
has  ever  been  so  ably  conducted,  in  this  country;  and  if  it 
meets  with  the  support  it  so  richly  deserves,  we  have  no  doubt 
that  it  will  exert  a  mosu  wholesome  influence  upon  the  taste 
of  the  country. 

Published  by  STILLMAN  &  DURAND,  No.  237  Broadway, 
New  York.  Terms,  ^3  per  annum,  in  advance.  Back  num- 
bers supplied. 

OL  xz.  oxji.i^xi.xs::E3, 

TEACHER  OE  MUSIC,  259  Washington  St. 

RESIDENCE....  13  SHAWMDT  STREET,  BOSTON. 

NO.  3  LA  GRANGE  PLACE,  BOSTON. 

Having  resided  thirteen  years  in  Europe  with  a  view  of  adap- 
ting the  Italian  style  of  Singing  to  the  English  voice,  and  of 
remedying  weakness  of  the  voice,  and  cnoroughly  correcting 
harsh,  guttural,  nasal,  or  other  unpleasant  peculiarities,  pro- 
poses  to  give  lessons  on  the  Voice,  and  in  Singing,  in  the  Italian 
French,  and  English  Languages. 

Many  who  have  spent  years  of  severe  study  to  attain  musical 
excellence,  after  struggling  to  conquer  some  guttural,  nasal,  or 
other  unpleasant  mannerism,  abandon  tbe  pursuit  from  the  be- 
lief that  they  are  afflicted  with  a  natural  defectiveness  :  when, 
with  a  fractional  past  of  the  application  which  they  bestow  on 
the  other  branches  of  their  musical  education,  and  with  much 
less  physical  effort  {if  properly  directed)  than  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  use,  their  voices  might  be  rendered  comparative- 
ly beautiful. 

To  singers  of  eminence  he  would  say,  with  a  just  appreciation 
of  their  high  attainments,  that  a  hvief  practical  examination  of 
his  system  will  convince  the  most  sceptical,  that  he  can  afford 
them  such  assistance  in  beautifying  the  voice,  as  might  delight 
the  most  fastidious. 

"  Being  acquainted  with  the  course  of  vocal  discipline  pursued 
hy  Mr.  W.  J.  Pab^erson  in  forming  and  developing  the  voice, 
I  take  pleasure  in  bearing,  my  testimony  to  its  excellence  ;  be- 
lieving it  to  be  far  preferable  to  any  other  method  known  to  me. 

GEO.  J.  WEBB. 

Boston,  Oct.  T,  1854." 

0::?=*  Terms,*  S5G-  per  quarter. 

Mr.  J.  0.  D.  PARKER, 

BEGS  to  announce  that  be  is  prepared  to  commence  instruc- 
tion in  Piano-forte  and  Organ  playing.  Harmony  and 
Counterpoint,  and  will  be  happy  to  receive  applications  at  No. 
3  Hayward  Place^on  and  after  Oct.  1st. 

References— R.  E.  Apthorp,  C.  C.  Perkins,  J.  S.  Dwight,  Esqs 
Sept  23  tf. 


L.   H.   SOUTHARD, 
TEACHEK     OF     MUSIC, 

265  Wasbingtora  Street,  Boston. 


CHICKERINa    &    SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PATENT    ACTION 
GRAND    AND    SQUARE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


i^. 


©= 


TVAREROOMS, 

TREMONT     STREET,7:  "„;;f'" 
Apr  29  BOSTON.  ,,"      '.'tf 


NATHAN  RICHARDSON, 

asa   \VASHINGTON    STREET, 

Has  just  received  a  large  inToice  of 

S"c3>m;ic3r3sr  smxtsio. 

Comprising  the  latest  works  of  all  the  distinguished  European 
composers. 

—JUST  PUBLISHED,— 

Hiotiardson's  Collection  of  ISTational  and  Ope- 
ratic Melodies, 
Tery  easily  arranged  for  the  PianOj  and  fingered  after  thfe 
method  of  the  Modern  School.     In  twenty  numbers.     Price 
from  15  to  25  cents  each.    They  are  excellent  for  young  pupils. 

Sixty-Six  Interludes  in  tlie  Major  Keys, 
By  J.  H.  .TONES,  for  the  Organ,  Melodeon  or  Piano.    They 
are  easy,  and  very  interesting.    Every  musician  should  have 
a  copy.    Price  50  cents. 

Third  Book  of  Conoone's  "Vocal  Exercises, 

For  the  middle  register  of  the  voice,  the  only  complete  edition 
in  the  country.  Just  publi.shed.  They  will  be  found  indis- 
pensable to  ail  Teachers  of  Singing.    Price  S2. 

O^All  the  above  will  be  sent  free  of  postage  on  the  receipt 
of  the  above  prices.  Our  Catalogues  are  sent  gratis  to  any 
address. 

NATHAN    RICHARDSON, 
MTJSICAI-  EXCHANGE,    383  "Washington  St., 

BOSTON. 


B^JI 


neatly  and  promptly  eiecnted  at  this  Office. 


MR.   HARBISON  MILLARD, 

(TENOKE,) 

TEACHER  OE  ITALIAN  VOCALIZATION, 

Mo.  6  Tyler  St. Terms  $50  per  quarter. 

SCHARFENBERG  &  LUIS, 

IMPORTE'KS  OF  FOREIGN  MUSIC, 

HAVE  REMOVED  TO 

No.  769  BROADWAY,  corner  of  Ninth  St. 

N  E  W    YORK. 
PATENT    AMERICAN     ACTION 

PIANO-FORTE, 

3£anufactory,  379  'Wasliiiigtoii  Street, 

BOSTON,     MASS. 

F.  F.    MULLEE, 

DIRECTOR  OP  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  at  the  Old  South 
Church  ;  Organist  and  Pianist  of  the  Handel  &  Haydn 

Societyj  Musical  Education  Society,  &c-  &c. 
Residence,  No.  3  "Winter  Place,  Boston. 

G.  ANDRE    &-    CO.'S 

19  S.  NINTH   STREET,   ABOTE   CHESTNUT, 

^       (East  side,)  PHILADELPHIA. 

[C/^A  catalogue  of  our  stock  of  Foreign  Music,  and  of  our 
ovm  Publications,  has  just  heen  published.  Music  and  Music 
Books  imported  to  order,  as  heretofore,  from  Germany,  Italy, 
France  and  England, 

A  CARD. Messrs.  GARTNER  and  JUNGNICKBL  are 
ready  to  receive  applications  to  furnish  music  (duos,  trios,. 
&c.  for  violin  and  piano)  for  private  parties.  Not  18 

ADOIiPH    KIEIiBIiOCK, 

XJnilecl  States  Hotel,  Dec  30 

SIGXOR  AUGUSTO  EEWDBIjAIII,  Professor  of 
Music,  from  Naples,  proposes  to  teach  SINGING  and  the 
PIANO  during  the  coming  winter,  in  Boston,  both  by  private 
aud  class  lessons.  The  latter  will  be  given  to  Choral  Classes, 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday.evenings,  for  which  purpose  the  Messrs. 
Chickering  have  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  Rooms,  in  order 
to  afEord  to  as  many  as  possible  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
public  musical  instruction  that  has  been  attended  with  g^reat 
success  in  Europe. 

Applications  to  be  made  to  Sig.  Augusto  Bendelari,  at  the 
Winthrop  House,  or  to  Messrs.  Chickering  &  Sons,  to  whohi, 
as  well  as  to  the  following  gentlemen,  he  is  politely  permitted 
to  refer. 

H,EFEREiS"CES. 

Rev.  Sam'l  K.  Lothrop,  Samuel  G.  Ward,  Esq.. 

Johu  S.  Dwight,  Esq. 

CARL    GARTNER, 

TEACHER    OF    MUSIC, 

Hay  be  found  at  No.  20  Dover  Street,  every  forenoon  betvre6n 
9  and  10.  Oc  14 

WILLIAM    SCHULTZE, 

Of  the  late  GERMANIA  MUSICAL  SOCIETY,  proposes  to 
remain  in  Boston,  and  to  give  instruction  on  tlie  "VIOLIN, 
tlie  PIANO-l'OIlTE,  and  in  the  Theokt  op  Mosio. 

Address  No.  45  Harrison  Avenue,  or  at  any  of  the  musio 
stores.  Sept'  16 


MANUFACTUEED  BY 

MASON     St,     HAMLIN. 

THE  attention  of  the  musical  public  is  invited  to  the  newly 
improved  MODEL  MELODEONS  made  by  us.  We  believe 
them  to  be  unsurpassed,  in  all  the  essential  points  pertaining 
to  a  good  instrument,  especially  in  regard  to 
Equality,  Power,  Sweetness  of  Tone,  Prompt- 
ness of  Action  and  Style  of  Finish. 
Our  prices  vary  from  ®60  to  ®175,  according  to  the  size  and 
style  of  the  instrument.  Recommendations  from  LoWEiL 
Mason,  Wm.  B.  Bradbury,  George  F.  Root,  L.  H.  Southard, 
Edwin  Bruce,  Silas  A.  Bancroft,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished musicians,  may  be  seen  at  our  ware-rooms. 

[i;;y='The  opinions  of  tbe  above  gentlemen  give  them  a  decided 
preference  to  all  other  Melodeons. 

HENRY  MASON.      1  MASON  &  HAMI.IN, 

EMMONS  HAMLIN.  J  Cambridge  St.  (cor,  of  Charles^)  Boston^  Ms. 

Oct  28    6m  (Directly  in  front  of  the  Jail.j 

D.   B.   NEWHALL, 
Manufacturer  and  Dealer  in  Piano-Fortes, 

No*  344  ^^ashiugton  Street,  Boston. 

PIANO  FORTES  REPAIRED,  TUNED,4  TO  LET. 

WILLIAM  BERGER, 
Publisher  and  Importer  of  Music, 

No.  83  West  4th  Street,  Ciuciimati,  0. 

KEEPS  const-antly  on  hand  a  Large  and  Select  Stocfe  of 
IMPORTED  MDSIC,  for  sale  at  Eastern  prices.  New 
Music  received  by  Steamer  as  soon  as  publi.'^hed.  A  liberal 
discount  granted  to  Teachers.  All  orders  promptly  attended 
to.    Music  arranged  to  order. 

O^  Catalogues  sent  gratis  by  mail.  Ang26 


Mk. 


J.  Q.    WETHERBEE, 

(BASSO  CANTANTE,)  .i;..    ;■. 

No.  18  TREMOAT  TEMPIiE,  BOSTOiff';     " 

OTTO    DBESEL 

Gives  Instruction  on  the  piano,  and  may  be  addressed  at  the 
Revere  House.  Terms:  —  $50  p«r  CLuarter  of  24  lessons, 
two  a  week  ;  ffiSO  per  quarter  of  12  lessons,  one  a  week. 

YODNG  LADIES'  VOCAl  MUSIC  SCHOai. 

E.  R.  BI.ANCHARI>,  Teacher. 

This  School  is  designed  for  those  who  wish  to  acquire  the 
abiUty  to  rtad  music  readily  at  sight,  and  is  particularly  adapt- 
ed to  the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  to  teach 
singing  in  schools,  or  to  receive  instruction, from  the  best  mas- 
ters, in  the  Cultivation  of  the  Voice,  Style,  &c. 

Address,  care  of  Geo.  J.  Webb  &  Co.,  No.  3  Winter  street. 

PIANIST  AND  TEACHER  OE  MUSIC, 

OFFERS  his  services  as  an  Instructor  in  the  higher  branches 
of  Piano  playing.  Mr  H.  may  be  addressed  at  the  musio 
stores  of  Nathan  Richardson,  282  Washington  St.  or  G.  P. 
Reed  &  Co,  17  Tremont  Row. 

References:— Mrs.  C.  W.  toring,  33  Mfc.  TemonSt. 
Mies  K.  E.  Prince,  Salem. 
Miss  Nichols,  20  South-  St. 
Hiss  May,  5  Franklin  Place.  Feb.  18. 

THOMAS    BY  AN, 

TEACHER     OF     MUSIC, 

RESLDENCE,  No.  15  DIX  PLACE. 

NEW    COURSE    OF    HARMONY, 

BY  I..  H.  SOUTHARD. 

^he  Publishers  call  the  attention  of  the  musical  profession 
.  to  this  work,  as  one  eininently  calculated  to  lighten  the  labors 
,  of  the  teacher,  and  rapidly  adTance  the  pupil.  It  is  emphati- 
cally a  Practical  work,  serring  both  as  a  Manual  of  instruc- 
tion on  the  one  hand,  and  a  Text-book  on  the  other;  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  peculiar  arrangement  of  the  work,  together 
with  the  very  large  number  of  exercises  and  exampleii,  presents 
great  advantages,  to  both  scholar  and  teacher,  over  any  similar 
work  yet  published.-    Price  ;S1,50.' 

QEO.  P.  KEBD  &.  CO.,  13  Tremont  St. 

ANDREAS  T.  THOEUP, 
TEACHER    OP    THE    PIANO-FORTE. 

Resideuce,    84;    Piuckliey    Street. 

Septl  tf 

ADOLPH    BAUMBACH, 
TEACHER  OF  THE  PIATfO-PORTE. 

Application  can  be  made  at  Reed's  Music-Store,  or  at  the 
Norfolk  HousejRoxbury.  Sept  9 

J.   TRENKLE, 

TEACHER    OF    THE     PIANO-FORTE, 
Residence  No.  56  Kneeland  Stceet. 
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